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Library of Congress  
Recommended Formats Statement  

Change History from 2024-2025 version to 2025-2026 version 
 

Recommended Formats Statement - 2025-2026 (link) 

Last updated: 6/30/2025 

Minor formatting changes are not included in this list. 

1. General 
a. None 

2. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
a. Reordering of questions to bring scope to forefront.  

3. Introduction 
a. Updates to reflect changes listed in each content section and other priorities  

4. Summary Table of Digital Format Preferences 
a. Updated to reflect content changes as listed in each section 

5. Textual Works 
a. Updates to Textual Works - Digital 

i. Formats: Remove Other XML-based non-proprietary formats, with presentation 
stylesheet(s) from Acceptable 

ii. Formats: Remove XML-based formats that use proprietary DTDs or schemas, 
with presentation stylesheet(s) from Acceptable 

6. Still Image Works 
a. None 

7. Moving Image Works 
a. Update to Motion Pictures – Digital and Physical Media 

i. Add: ProRes, Quicktime (.mov) container, 4444 (XQ), 4444 or 422 HQ codecs to 
Acceptable 

b. Updates to Video – File based, in order of preference 
i. Add: “as a transport or program stream” to MPEG-2 in Preferred 

ii. Remove: “Recordable DVD and Recordable Blu-ray disc” from Acceptable 
iii. Add:  MPEG-4 (.mp4) in Acceptable 

c. Update to Video – Physical Media, in order of preference 
i. Add” “commercially pressed or recordable DVD; Commercially pressed or 

recordable Blu-ray” to Acceptable 
d. Updates to Audio 
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i. Add: “Each language and mix for the final production version shall be in its 
original channel structure and audio resolution as it was delivered to the 
content distributor” to Preferred 

ii. Remove: “Each language and mix for the final production version shall be in its 
original channel structure and audio resolution as it was delivered to the 
content distributor” from Acceptable 

8. Audio Works 
a. None  

9. Musical Scores 
a. None  

10. Datasets 
a. None 

11. GIS, Geospatial and Non-GIS Cartographic  
a. Update to 1. Vector C. Metadata  

i. Remove: “Project and layer files (.mxd, .qgs, .lry) may be acquired with deposits 
of content data to assist in reviewing materials during deposit process” from 
Acceptable 

12. Design and 3D 
a. Updates to Formats vector 

i. Remove: Shapefile from Preferred 
ii. Remove: CGM, EPS and PDF/E-1 from Acceptable 

iii. Add: PD:F/A-4e to Acceptable  
b. Updates to Technical Characteristics  

i. Remove: “Unlayered” from Preferred 
ii. Add: “Layered, if supported” to Preferred 

iii. Remove: “Layered, if supported by preferred or acceptable format” from 
Acceptable 

13. Software and Video Games 
a. Updates to Content, in order of preference 

i. Adjust language to: “Video of software in use, including a recording of a 
streaming service, can substitute for the absence of preservation copy of the 
game or inability to recreate significant online dependencies” in Acceptable 

b. Updates to Metadata 
i. Add: “Metadata schema, if available” to Acceptable 

ii. Add: XML or JSON to Preferred 
iii. Remove: UPCDOI from Preferred.  

14. Web Archives 
a. None 

15. Email 
a. Updates to Metadata 

i. Remove: “Metadata labels which identify email message parts including, at a 
minimum, Date, To [all recipients, including cc: and bc: copies], From, Subject, 
Body, and Attachment” from Preferred 
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ii. Add: “Metadata labels and email message parts including, at a minimum: Sent 
Date, To [all recipients, including cc: and bc: copies], From, Subject, Body, 
Message Size, Attachment(s) and number of Attachments” to Preferred 


