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WHAT IS CHRONICLING AMERICA
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What is Chronicling America?

• Chronicling America
• Free, publicly accessible 

database of newspapers
• 1736-1963
• +23.7 million pages 
• +4,500 newspaper titles
• 50 states, DC, PR, VI
• 34 ethnicities
• 34 languages

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America Coverage

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Georgia Coverage

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Georgia Ethnic Press Coverage
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Georgia Language Coverage
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Maps & Visualizations: https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/



NATIONAL DIGITAL NEWSPAPER PROGRAM 9

COMPARING DIGITAL NEWSPAPER 
SOURCES
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 Similarities
 Free, open to the public, no 

subscription
 Digitized, searchable 

newspapers
 Similar search and accessibility 

features

 Differences
 National vs. state
 1736-1963 vs. 1763-current
 Public domain vs. public domain 

PLUS copyrighted with 
permission

Chronicling America vs. Georgia Digital Newspapers
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Chronicling America vs. Vendor Subscriptions
 Differences
 Major dailies, community/ethnicity collections, not as much small town
 Can be expensive for public libraries to subscribe to
 Vendor may have more pages
 Many vendors harvest and add freely available newspapers in 

Chronicling America
 Difference search, browse options
 May not have full representation of U.S. or Georgia
 Researchers often limited to onsite usage

Testing
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Added Benefits of Libraries

 Research Guides
 Tutorials
 Friendly, helpful librarians
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AUDIENCES
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Patron Example: Educators, Students

 Teaching with primary sources
 Incorporate select articles into existing lesson plans
 Library primary source sets (newspapers and more!)
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Loc.gov/teachers
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Incremental Learning

 Scaffolding
 Provide articles to students to read and analyze with prompts
 Provide research guides to introduce students to topic with 

some independent exploration, multiple linked articles
 Set students loose on newspaper database to research 

independently using suggested search terms
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Topics Pages: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Example: Alice Paul
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Example: Alice Paul
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National History Day
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Topics Pages--https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Blog: https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes
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Patron Example: Genealogists
 5 Tips for Genealogy Research in Chronicling America

 Start with the right newspaper(s)
 Have specific dates in mind
 Use the Advanced Search
 Use the Proximity Search for names
 Use more keywords

 Newspapers provide stories beyond family trees, contextualize everyday life
 Community group involvement/leaders
 Religious group involvement
 Business (advertisements, want ads)
 Birth/death notices
 Social columns

 General Research Guide

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2019/07/5-tips-for-genealogy-research-in-chronicling-america/
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2019/07/5-tips-for-genealogy-research-in-chronicling-america/
https://guides.loc.gov/local-history-genealogy-research-guides
https://guides.loc.gov/local-history-genealogy-research-guides
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Patron Example: Local History
 Town development

 U.S. group migration patterns
 Expansion of U.S.

 Towns soliciting railroads
 Land rush in Midwest

 Business history (advertisements)
 Community leaders
 How national or regional events impacted local community
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USING CHRONICLING AMERICA
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Searching Chronicling America: chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Events
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Webinars at the Library: loc.gov/events
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NEED HELP?
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Research Guide
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Tutorials

Testing
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Help? ask.loc.gov
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Resources
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
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Research Guides
• About the Chronicling America Collection
• Chronicling America Research Guide
• About the Directory
• Directory of U.S. Newspapers in American Libraries Research 

Guide
• US Newspaper Collections at the Library of Congress
• Topics in Chronicling America Research Guides

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america/
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/about-this-collection/
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Connect with Us!
• National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
• Subscribe to RSS for event and program updates
• Ask a Librarian (Research Questions): 

• https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
• Headlines and Heroes Blog

• https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/ 
• Technical Questions: ndnptech@loc.gov  
 

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USLOC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USLOC_36
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USLOC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USLOC_36
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov
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Chronicling America Swag
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Thanks! 

Robin Pike

NDNP Coordinator
Head, Digital Collections Services Section

ask.loc.gov 
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Basic Search
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Advanced Search



NATIONAL DIGITAL NEWSPAPER PROGRAM 40

Sample Search
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Facets
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Research Tips

• Suffrage vs. Women’s rights 
• Consumption vs. White Plague vs. Tuberculosis
• Negro vs. Colored vs. African American vs. 

Black

Historical Vocabulary

• Place names
• Misspellings, multiple spellings common
• Aeroplane vs. Airplane

Historical Spellings
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Viewing a Page
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Clipping an Image
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Clipping an Image
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All Digitized Titles
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Map View
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Title Record
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Title Essay
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Calendar View
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Citations
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