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Have you ever..

 …taught using historical newspapers?
 …explored LC’s major online collection of digitized historic 

newspapers, Chronicling America ?
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Why Use Primary Sources
 Authentic primary source
 Real world/less abstract
 Multiple perspectives
 Nuances
 Student engagement
 Critical thinking
 Student construction of knowledge
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NEWSPAPERS AS PRIMARY SOURCES

Testing
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Why Newspapers?

 First draft of history
 Something for everyone
 Record of real life
 Multiple perspectives
 Many communities and languages
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Research Tips for Newspapers

• Particular time and place in history
• What was happening during that time? Does that relate to the 

newspaper article, potential bias, or how people/events were 
portrayed?

Establish context

• Stories develop over several days
• Some newspapers publish weekly
• Examine how different newspaper titles covered the group or event

Read additional articles

• Provides publisher, audience, community contextRead the title history essay
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Title Essay
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Incremental Learning

 Scaffolding
 Provide articles to students to read and analyze with prompts
 Provide research guides to introduce students to topic with 

some independent exploration, multiple linked articles
 Set students loose on newspaper database to research 

independently using suggested search terms
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Primary Source Analysis Tool
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Teacher's Guides

loc.gov/teachers
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Sample Articles
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Sample Articles
• Alice Paul: https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1922-12-28/ed-1/?sp=24
• Ida B. Wells: https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83025121/1894-08-21/ed-1/?sp=6
• Martians: https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn89053729/1912-10-12/ed-3/?sp=22
• Pure Food & Drug Act: https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83030193/1906-06-09/ed-1/?sp=3 
• Sinking of the Lusitania: https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016014/1915-05-07/ed-1/?sp=1 
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WHAT IS CHRONICLING AMERICA?
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What is Chronicling America?

• Chronicling America
• Free, publicly accessible 

database of newspapers
• 1736-1963
• +23.7 million pages 
• +4,500 newspaper titles
• 50 states, DC, PR, VI
• 34 ethnicities
• 34 languages

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America Coverage

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America Coverage

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Maps & Visualizations: https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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How to Get Started
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Topics Pages: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Example: Alice Paul
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Example: Alice Paul
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Topics Pages--https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Blog: https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes
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Searching Chronicling America: chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Research Guide
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Tutorials

Testing
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Research Tips

• Suffrage vs. Women’s rights 
• Consumption vs. White Plague vs. Tuberculosis
• Negro vs. Colored vs. African American vs. 

Black

Historical Vocabulary

• Place names
• Misspellings, multiple spellings common
• Aeroplane vs. Airplane

Historical Spellings
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Clipping an Image
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Clipping an Image
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Citations



NATIONAL DIGITAL NEWSPAPER PROGRAM 31

Resources
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
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Research Guides
• About the Chronicling America Collection
• Chronicling America Research Guide
• About the Directory
• Directory of U.S. Newspapers in American Libraries Research 

Guide
• US Newspaper Collections at the Library of Congress
• Topics in Chronicling America Research Guides

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america/
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/about-this-collection/
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/introduction
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Research Guides
• Alice Paul: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-alice-paul
• Ida B. Wells: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-ida-wells 
• Martians: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-martians 
• Pure Food & Drug Act: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-pure-food-drug-act-1906 
• Sinking of the Lusitania: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-lusitania-sinking 
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Connect with Us!
• National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
• Subscribe to RSS for event and program updates
• Ask a Librarian (Research Questions): 

• https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
• Headlines and Heroes Blog

• https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/ 
• Technical Questions: ndnptech@loc.gov  
 

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USLOC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USLOC_36
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USLOC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USLOC_36
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov
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Thanks! 

Robin Pike

NDNP Coordinator
Head, Digital Collections Services Section

ask.loc.gov
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