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EROQCEEDRINGS

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
Youﬁmqy proceed. ‘

' ' MAJOR KERR: Sir, all members of the Comnission, the
Aocused and Defense Counsel are present.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The:Defense may proceed.

TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA
the witness on the stand at the time of adjournment, having
been previously dulf sworn, was examined and further
testified as follows through Interpreters Major Pratt,
Sergeant Oishi and Sergeant Yajima:

DIRECT EXAMINATIO& (Continued)

COLONEL CLARKE: Will you read the last question,
please.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read the last six questions

REPORTER WINTER: "Q Did you receiye any reports
relating to.guerrilla activities?

"A Yes. .

"Q .What was the nature of the report?

"A After the American landings on Leyte, the
guerrilla actions increased more and more and it becamé so
that they interfered with military operations at quitq a
few places.

"Q Did you issue any orders or take any action
relating to guerrilla activities? |

"A On October 11 of last year, at a con(gfence with
the chief of staff, we discussed this matter, and I said
that armed guerrillas, those guerrillas carrying weapons,

must be suppressed by means of military action.
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"Q Did you issue an order to that effect?

"A Yes,'I issued an order for the suppression of
armed bandits.

: "9 You stated that at a confe}encg you spoke of
this matter to the chief of staff, or the chiefs of staff?
‘Which? | | | |
| "A This was a conference of the.chiefs of staff of
all the units, | :

"Q I am going to read from Prosecution's Exhibit 4
a paragraph, and this paragraph appears in Advatis
Translation No. 50, dated 28 January 1945, of a documert
entitled ;Philippine Operation Plan Summary,' dated 11
October 1944. The haragraph is number 5 on page 4 of the
document.

"After I read it, I want you to tell me whether or
not that is the ordér referred to by you.

"'In view of the special charactefistics of the
Philipping’operat15n, subversive activities of te residents
and attacks in our‘rear by airborne raiding forces must be
considered. In ogder_to avoid mistakes in conducting the
operations, take precautions against armed guerrillas,
subjugate them quickly, and put a stop to their activities.'

MA This is a summary of the methods of operafions
to be used, which I gave to the assembled chiefs of staff
on October 11."

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did you issue any order or did
you authorize the killing of noncombatant civilians? '
A (Through Interpreter Pratt) Absolutely not.

Q Did you receive a report from any source to the

e~

3550



>
effect that _noncombatant civilians were being killed.by
Japangse troops? l 3

A : I ﬁever received such a report from anyplacé.

Q What was your policy regarding the ielationship'that
shouldrbé carried out between the Japanese tfoops and
Filipino civilians? | |

A Since we were allied with the Philippines, I said
that we should mainta;n close relationships with them and

cooperate with'them.

Q Did you communicate your policy to your subordinate
commanders? .
A Yes. Soon after My arrival I held a meeting of

the chiefs of staffs of the various units or a person taking
their place, their representative, and during this meeting
we talked over operational procedures and this subject came
up and we talked it over. I told them to think this matter
over and to handle the Filipinos carefully, to cooperate
with them and to get as much cooperation as possible from
the Filipinofpeople._ Again at a later date I gave the
instructions to the commanding officers of the various units
"~ under me. g

Q - Did you order or did you authorize the military .
police of the Philippine Islands to employ methods of
torture iﬁ order to extract information from any persons?

A Absolutely not. |

Q Did you receive any reports from any source'wh;tsoever
that the military police were using methods of torture for
this purpose?

A I did not receive such a report from anywhere.
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Q Did you ever order or authorize the miiitary police

to execute suspected guerrillas?

A ' Absolutely not.

Q Did you ever receive a report from any. source

whatsoever that the military police were executing suspected

- guerrillas?
by No.
Q Did you send a letter of commendation of any nature

to the military police?
INTERPRETER PRATT: Will you read the question?

(Question read)

A I sent a letter of praise once.

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Why was this letter sent?
A As I remember it, it was in the middle of November

of 1944, and at that time there were some explosives found
under the floor §f the officers' mess at my headquarters
at Fort McKinley. The first reason w;s that they discovered
this métter beférehend and prevented any serious damage.
Secondly, some entrenchments cbntaining a light
machihe gun, hand grenades and a radio set were found or
discovered in a small hill between Fort McKinley énd Nielson
Field. In the Town of Pasig, just below Fort Mcginley,
there was the report that tﬁe gueffillas were active in
this vicinity and the MP's were sent down there to suppress
them and they found in a bamboo grove outside of town about
100 rifles and a large quantity of hand grePédes. There
were also other places where they found hidden weapons.
‘Since these things took place in and around my

headquarters they were very dangerous. Consequently, I sent
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a letter of commendation because they, by means of their

"investigations, everything went well and damage ﬁas prevented.

Q To whom was this letter directed? 5
A The Luzon Military Police Unit,
Q And was that Luzon Military Police Unit the head-

quarters of all military police detachments?

Yes.

Did you ever meet General Ricarte?

Yes,

How many times did &ou meet General Ricarte?

v

Three times.
/—

When and under what circumstances did you meet

O P> O > O >

General Ricarte three times?

A The first time, I believe, it was November 19th and
- I was invited to Malacanan. I was introduced to quite a
number of people and General Ricarte was one of them and I
gréeted him.

The second time was at my headquarters at Fort
McKinley, and Genﬁral Ricarte, Mr. Ramos, and Doctor Duran
catie together with three interpreters.

At this time théy came to inform me that they were
organizing the Philippine Patriotic League, which was a
sort of a spiritual movement., He said, "Will you please
permit_énd_agree to thé organization of this Patriotic
' League?" ' ;

On the 10th of December -- on the 8th of December
there was a meeting for the opening of the Patriotic League,
which was held on the south side of the Legislature Building,
on the terrace, and at that time the President and some of

v
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his ministers were there along with General Ricarte and
Doctor Duran and I met him there. Since General Ricarte

was busy with other matters I only greeted'him.v
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Q §>And was this organization, of which you have just
spoken, later known as the Makapili?

A I have heard that if you translate the Japanese
word for "pmtriotic league" into Tagalog, it would be
the same as "Ma,lca.pil:l.-.'.l

Q Did you, during these three oceasions on which
you met General Ricarte, tell General Ricarte that you
had issued orders, or that you intended to issue orders,
* for the extermination of the Philibpine population?

A I definitely did not szy anything to General
Ricarte about killing the Philippine population; and, if
you consider it from a comnon-sense point»of'viﬁﬁ; the
killing of thirty million Filipinos is an unthinkable
matter.

Q Did you, in any written communications to General
Ricarte, state that you had issucd orders or intended

to issue to the same éffect?

A I absolutely did not write such a thing'to General
Ricarte. | '

Q Did you ever issue such an order?

A I have never issued such an order.

Q Have the charges 1ﬁ this case becen fully exp lained

to you in Japanese, and do you understand them?

A I received such an explanation.

Q And were the various atrocities as _listed in the

Bill of Particulars explained to you in Japanese?
MAJOR PRATT: Will ydu.repeat thc question,

please?

(:. (Question read.)

.
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A (Through Majo?‘Pratt) They were explained,rully;
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Apd has the_testimény of all
the.witness;s who appeared on the stand relating to
<thése,charges been explained to you in Japﬁnese, and doi
you understand it? _ '

A I understand the general imporf of everything that

~ was said beforc the court, through an interpreter.

Q Did you ever issue any order directing that any of
these atrocities be committed?

A I definitoly did not order these things.

Q Did you ever receive any report, fron any source

whatéoever, that any of thesé atrocities had been éom-
nitted?

A No. The first time that I heard about them was
when I got the cherges at New Bilibid Prison, and I was
very surprisecd.

Q Did you hear of any atrocity known as the Spanish
protest to Tokyo? 2

MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question, please?

(Question read.)

COLONEL.CLARKE: May I chaige that from "atrocity"
to "any protest concerning treectment of.Spanish citizens
in Menile"? i

-GENEEAL REYNOLDS: You had better restate the whole
question.
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did you hear of any protest
having been méde to Tokyo concerning the tyéatment of
Spanish citizens in Menila? |
A (Through Major Pratt) I received aon order from

-
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Tokyo, in the fiﬂgt part of April, through the Southern
Army, to'investigpte whether or not the Fiiipinos were
‘being treated fairly, and to report this fact immediately.
Q  Did that report refer to the Filipinos or to the
Spanish? |

A Spanish people. :

Q So that when you say that you had no report

of any of these incidents whatsoever, ybu did not mean
that you had not heard of the Spanish protest, did you?
A Whether or not this matter was the fact could not
be determined, but since the order came from Tokyo I
investigated it, ’

(Major Pratt interrogated thc witness further.)

MAJOR PRATT: May I correct that last answer, sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may.

MAJOR PRATT: "The instructions from Tokyo were to
investigate and report on this matter as to whether they
had occurred or not, and as to whether or not they were
actual facts I do not know. It is a matter of which I
have only heard about., I immediately sent an order to
the Shimbu Group to carry out investigations to the full-
est extent, but the Shinbu Group reported that after a
thorough investigation they were unable to deternine
anything definite."

COLONEL CLARKE: Just one more question.

Q (By Coloncl Clarke) Having heard the testimony
relating to these atrocities in this gfial, have you
anything further to say with reference to that testimony?
A (Through Major Pratt) I have a word to say.
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The mattersywhich are referred to in the chgrgés,
I have kngwn for the first time from the testimony of
the witnesses before this court. And if such acts were
éomm;tted by my‘subordinates, they are in complete dis-
agreement with my own ideas. | ; '

And if such acts did occur, I feel that they
occurred at such a2 time and place.that I could not have
known of it beforehand.

I have never ordered such things, and I have never
condoned such actions, nor have ; ever recognized such
acﬁions; and if I had known of them in ad&ance, I would
have taken every possible means to have caused tﬁem to
stop. And if I had found out about then afterwards, I
would have punished them to the fullest extent of military
law,

COLONEL CLARKE: You nay cxanine.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately twenty ninutes.

(Short rccess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session, The
Prosecutioﬁ may cross examine,
s S _ _ CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Major Kerr) When did yoﬁ enter the military ser-

vice of Japan?

A (Through Interpreter Pratt) The 42nd year of Mejii,
or 1909. |
Q What principal military assignments have you held

since that time?
A First I was attached to a regiment, |
Q  What regiment was that?

Oh, I beg your pardon. Is he not through?

(Interpreter Pratt interrogated the witness.,)
A (Through Interpreter Pratt) A training battalion.
It was an infantry school., Next I went to the War College.
After that I was in Germany and Switzerland, Then I was
attached to the War Ministry and then an infantry regimental
commaﬁder, and then I returned to the War Ministry and then
 commanding of ficer of an infantry brigade and then comman-
ding.officer of a mixed brigade in China, and then Chief
of Staff of an army in North Chinaj divisional commander
in Manchuria and then Inspector General of the air forces
and during that time I traveled in Germany. I was then
commanding officer of the Kwantung Defense Army and then
commanding of ficer of the 25th Field Army and then comman-
ding officer of the First Area Army in Manfhuria, and after
that commanding officer of the 14th Area Army. Generally
speaking, that is yhat my assignments were. °

Q Have you served in Korea?
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A At the time that I was infantry brigade commander I

was in Korea.

'Q How long were you in Korea?
A In 1936 and '37. The period was less than a year,
Q Were you chief of the Military Affairs Branch of the

Military Service Bureau of the War Ministry?

A Yes.

Q When?

A 1931 and '32.

Q Were you chief of the Military Affairs Investigation
Department of the War Ministry? ¢ '\

A Yes. ity
Q When?

A 1937. ' That was four months after I was chief of the

Military Affairs Branch of the Military Service Bureau.

Q Whﬁt were your duties in that Investigation Department?
A  There were two sections\to this Investigation Depart-
ment: dne was the newspaper or press section which déalt
with the newspapers, and the other was thé investigation
sectioq which conducted military investigations,

Q Investigations of what?

A ‘Military affairs.

QA With which branch of that department were you?

A I was with the Investigation Department and under me
there were these two sections. / -

Q In connection with that position did you investigate
misconduct of troops? .

A No.

Q@ - What did you investigate?
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A T investigated the military affairs of various nations,
Q Did you serve in Peiping and Tientsin, China in 19377
A I was commanding of ficer and chief of staff of a mixed

brigade at Peiping.
Q Was that a eombat assignment?

A It was during the "China incident",
Q Did@ your duties there include the suppression of

Chinese guerrillas or armed bandits?

A It was to maintain order.

Q k repeéévthe question: Did your duties there include
the suppression of Chinese guerrillas or a;med banditiiﬂ

A From the standpoint of maintaining order we suppressed
them,

Q Were you also in China or North China in 19387

A Yes,

Q And were you Commanding General of the Fourth Division

in China in 19397

A Yes.

Q Were those combat assignments?

A - We were stationed at San Kiang Shung in northern Man-
churia. . | '
Q Was it a combat operation? 1

A No., We were merely stationed there since at that

time things were quiet. We were carrying out training of
personnel, R

Q While you were stationed in‘éhina is it not a fact
that guerrilla or armed bandit activity was very great?

A At that time 6ur forces were advancing and the

guerrillas were withdrawing along wiih the Chinese forces,
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and things wére relatively quiet.
Q Was that true also in 19377
- A | The same sort of conditions prevailed.
Q" While you were in China did any of the troops under
your command there become involved in any incidents with
civilian population? . :
INTERPRETER PRATT: May I have that question?
(Question read)
A (Through Interpreter Pratt) The incidents were ex-
tremel& few.
Q (By Major Kerr) Did you hear of any cases of mis-
treatment of civilians in China by Japanese'troops?
A I didn't hear anything about that. The Chinese
people were fully cooperative.
Q Did you ever hear of the so-called "Rape of Nanking"?
A At that time I was in Peiping and I didn't hear about
anything in that area. .
Did you ever hear of that incident?

No.

Q
A
Q When were you Inspector General of Aviation?
A From August of 1940 until May of 1941,

Q When did you go to Europe?-

A I was in Europe from the latter part of December in

'40 until the early part of June of '41,

Q What were you doing there?

A I was making military inspections. -

Q Of what? |

A I was making inspections of matters in Germany and
Italy. LA
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Q Have you studied militagy history?
A Yes. f
Q ‘ phve you studied the technique of military governmént?
A I don't clearly understand the import of the question.
Q Has your training as a militarf officer‘included
~ training in military, government? .

INTERPRETER PRATT: Will you read the question,
please?

GENERAL ﬁEYNOLDS: If you will add to that "in occu-
pied countries", I believe the question will be clearer.

 MAJOR KERR: I will accept that amendment. Will

you read the question as phrased adding the words "in
occupied countries'.

(Question as amended was read as follows:

"Q Has your training as a military officer included
training in military government in occupied countries?")
A (Through Interpreter Pratt) Y;s.
Q _kBy Major Kerr) In June, 1941 did you become Comman-
ding General of the Kwantung Defense Army in Manchuria?

A Yes.
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Howg;ong did you serve in Manchuria?

Q

A Fron July until November of 1941.

Q What was your assignment after November of 1941%
A At the end of November of '41 I was relieved of the
cormand of the Kwartung Defense Army and given command of
thc 25th Arny. ‘. —~

Q Did your men in Manchuria comc into contact with
guerrillas or arned bandits there?

A Since the time that I was there tbis was & rela-

tively quiet tine, we had no contact with then.

Q - You said that in China part of your operations
consisted of suppressing armed bandits or guerrillas?
A Yes. atl
Q What nethods did you use?

A When I was in North China the Chinese forces and

the armed bandits were a sort of a Corrmunist group, and
they ﬁithdrcw to the southwest and things becane rela=
tively quict. ‘

Q | Did you capturc any of the armed bandits?

A Some few of then entrenched theméelves in the
mouqtain arecas around Peking and around San Kiang Shung
to the southwest.

Q They raided yqur lines of cormunications and
supply, did they not? '

A On the contrary, they would steal the supplies of
the civilians who lived in that aree. ~

Q Did they cver raid your supply positions?

A During the time that I was there there was no

attacks against ny lines of communications.
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Q What about your supply positions?
A © They eame down from the mountains at times and blew

up sections of the rail lines with dynamite}

Q “When did you go to Malaya?.
A December of 1940, ¥
Q Were: you in comgand there during the Japanese

Malayan campaign in '41-'42%

A As commanding officer of the 25th Army I was in
éharge until the latter part of June of '41.

Q Werc you in charge of the Jepanese troops which
captured Singapore in 19427 &

MAJOR PRATT: W1ll you read the question?
(Question read.)

THE WITNESS: Yes.,

Q (By Major Kerr) Then you were in command in

Malaya until June of 1942, is that eorrect?

A Yes. .

Q When did you lcavg Malaya?

A The 23rd or the 24th of June.

Q Did you come to the Philippines from there?

A No. R

Q Is it not a fact that in 1942 you came to the
Philippines and secretly took over-éommand from General
Homma?

A Absolutely not. %

Q | When was the first time. that you ever came to the
Philippine Islands? ‘

A The 7th of Octobe;’of last year.

Q While you were in Manchuria following thc Malayan
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campaign in '41-'42, did your troops encounter any
bandits or guerrillas there?
A After the Malayan campaign when I was an army
commandef therc was absolutely no contact; things were .
extrencly quiét.
Q You testified that when you cane to the Philippines .
you assuned command of the 14th Area Army., What was the
arca of your command in the Philippines?
A .The entirec Philippine Islands.
Q - How nany troops were under your cormand when you
took over in October'of 1944%
A Therc were npproximcteiy 120,000 {B,jhe north, and
100,000 on Mindanao.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Cormission will recess for
approximatcly ten ninutes.,

(Short recess.)

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Cormission is in:session.
You nay proceed.
Q (By Major Kerr) Was the code nene of the 14th Area
Arny the word "Shobu"?
A It is called the Shobu Group.
Q The totel number of troops you cormanded in the
Philippines when you took over in October of 1944, was
220,000°%
A As I stated just now, in the northern part, in
Luzon there were 120 000, and in Mindanao 100 000,
which would make o totcl of 220,000.
Q After the naval ground troops in Manila came under

your command, what was the total number of men commanded
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by you?

A By total number of people you mean in Qhe entire
~ Philippines? - .

Q Yes.v

A The total for Luzon was approximately 240,000;

as for the Visayan sector, since there had been heavy
_casualties in the battleé, I do not know the exact nuriber.
Q How many men'wefe'éhder your cormand when you sur-
rcndered in Scptenber of 1945%
A The troops directly under ny cormand weré approxi-
_—nately 40,000, As for the rest of then, since they wer?
lost, I don't know exactly how nmany there were. |
Q You téstifidﬁ that approximately 30,000 men in
the Philippines were directly under Field Marshal
Terauchi in October of 1944°%
A No, these 30,000 nmen were under the direct con=
trol of the Suprene Southern Command and the Imperial
Geqeral Headquarters.
Q Whé£ units were included among those 30,000%
A I really don't know exactly what units they
were, but there were three types. -First, those per-
sonnel who had no shipsj; they were awaiting trans-
portation, there were no ships.
There were ‘those personnel who were hdspital
cases fronm New Guinea and other areas who were waiting
to'go back to their units, and then there were those

whose ships had been sunk and were stranded here.

d
B L L
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Q Were those all of them?

A . Of the 30,000, that is all.

Q And all of those 30,000 later came under your direct
command ? '

A Yes, i

Q Do you remember where they wefe located when they

came under your command?
MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question, please?
(Question read) '
A (Through Major Pratt) These scattered units or
groups were gathered together in an emergency organizatioh.
This defense command was given to Majbrzeéheral Kobayashi,

and they were gradually withdrawn to the mountains for.

training.

Q (By Major Kerr) Were some of them in Manila?

A The ones in Manila were from fifteen to sixteen
hundred. ‘

Q Did they participate in the battle for Manila?

A Later on, they did participate.

Q When you first came to the Philippines, where was

your headquarters?

A Fort McKiniey.
Q That is adjacent to Manila?
A It is approximately four kilomecters from Manila.
Q How long did your headquarters remain there?
A From the time I arrived until the 26th of December
of last year.
Q During that time did you go into Manila quite
frequently?
3568
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A I diin't go very frequently;

Q . You did go into Manila occasionally?

A 'I believe I went in a total of seven or eight times,
when the Supreme COmmander,was here or going to Malacanan

to visit the air forces.

Q Did you see civilians being mistreated in Manila?
A No. |

Q - Did you see civilians with their hands tied behind
them? |

A No.

Q Do you consider slapping a mistreatment?

A Yes. P
Q Did you see civilians tied to posts or trees in
Manila?

A No.

Q Do you know that it was a requirement of the Japanese

military in Manila that civilians bow to Japanese sentriesf
A  That was a matter of choice with the Filipinos.
Q Oh, then you believe it was a matter of choice with
the Filipinos to bow to a Japanese sentry; is that what you
are saying?
MAJOR PRATT: Sir, I wi;h to correct that last
‘answer to read, instead of "choice", "a matter of free will",
MAJOR KERR: You may change my subsequent question
accordingly: "free will" instead of "choice".._ -
A (Through Major Pratt) Yes.
Q (By Major Kerr) Did you see Filipino civilians
bowing to Japanese sentries?

A Yes.
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Q Do you know what happened to a civilian, man or
woman, who failed to bow to a Japanese sentry?

A - . When the people went in and out of a place where a

sentry was, I have seen them bow slightly.

Q Do you know what happened tq~civ111ans who failed to
‘bow? :
A Since they did it of their .own free will, nothing
happened.

Q You never heard of any case where a civilian was

beaten or punished, by reason of failure to bow to a Japanese

sentry?

A No. ' -
Q Did you see civilians being arrested on the streets

of Manila?

A I have never seen anyone arrested for that --

MAJOR PR/TT: Correct that, please.
(Continuing, through Major Pratt) By whom?
(By Major Kerr) By Japanese army forces.
No.

By Japanese naval personnel?

No, I haven't seen them,.either.

Or members of the Kempei Tai?

No.

Or anyone else?

No.

-

Did you ever see civilians being searched in Manila?

No.

O O B o P O r O r O »r

What unit was responsible for the maintenance of

order in Manila while your headquarters were at Fort McKinley?
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MAJOR PRATT: ﬁ%ill you read the question, pleaseé
(Question read)

. A-_ ‘(Through Major Pratt) The units of the Manila

Defense Command.

(By Major Kerr) Who commanded. that unit?

e

A . Ma jor General Kobayashi.
Q Was he subordinate to you?

A Yes,

Q Did members of that Manila Defense Command assist
the Kempei Tai? :

A . No, they didn't particularly help the militagy police.
They had different duties.

Q How long did Kobayashi command the Manila Defense
Command?

A I don't remember when he took over, but the end of

his command was in the first part of December. But they
changed the name of it to "Kobayashi Group" when the 30,000
troops were incorporated into this group.

Q ' So that these men who came from the ships sunk in
the harbor, became part of the Kobayashl Group?

A No. Before they were attached te the Kobayashi
Group they were under the direct command of the Imperial
General Hcadquarters and the Supreme Southern Command.

Q | After they came under your directlcommand, were they
then a part of the Kobay&shi Group? :
L Yes. |

Q ' Do you know about how many of thosewﬁen there were

in the Kobayashi Group?
A Approximately 30,000,
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Q Yere thgge sailors wﬁo came froﬁ the Ships sunk
in Manila Harbor?
MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question, please?
(Question read)
MAJOR PRATT: I am not clear on that.
(Question read)
MLJOR KERR: I will withdraw that question and sub-
stitute this one:
Q (By Major Kerr) Did that 30,000 include sailors
who came ashore from ships that were sunk in Manila Harbor?
A (Through liajor Pratt) There were soldiers who came
from ships that were sunk in the sea near Manila, and who~—
were saved and came ashore.
Q Did it include any of the crews of those sunken
ships?
A These crews were not soldiers, and they stayed
separate,
Q- Is there a branch of the service known as the
imperial Marines?

A The landing force is a part of the navy.

Q Anﬂ does the navy have any separate unit known as
"Marines"?
A I don't know about this matter in detail, but they

do not-have the same system as the American Marines have,
of fighting on land. N

Q Then the Japanese marines are simply sailors who
happen to be fighting on land, is that correct?

A I am not too clear on naval organization, but I

believe that they are troops which come ashore from warships
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in time of emergency, to fight. . \

Q " While you were at Fort McKinley, did you inspeci
the prisoner of war camp there? | ‘

A No, I did not.

Q Why not? | : :

A Since I was extremely busy with my operational

command and future plans, I did not have the time to do this.
Q : The prisoner of war barracks were only a few steps

from your headquarters, were they not?

A If you went directly over to it, it was 1500 meters;
if you had to go around by ihe walk, it Gould be 2000 meters.
Q Were the prisoner of war barracks there markégﬁ;n

any way as prisoner of war quarters?

A No, there was no special marking.

Q . Did you see any of the prisoners of war at Fort
NcKinley?

A - No. -

Q While your headquarters were at Fort MNcKinley,

did you make trips to other parts of the Philippiﬁes?

A~ No. '

Q Did you send any of your staff members to other

; .parté of the Philippines?

i I sent some staff officers down to Leyte and other
places on business. |

Q Do you remember when they made those frips?

A This was during the Leytgjoperation from the 18th
of October until the beginning of November. However, later
on air transportation was completely cut off because of

the air raids.
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-0 .Did you send.anyone to Palawan?
A - You>mean, staff officer?
(The witness answered further to the Interpreter.)
-MAJOR PRATT: "I don't quite get what you mean bf
.'anyonef." | .
MAJOR KERR: Well,'interpret his last remarks.
MAJOR PRATT: That is the translation, what I said.
FAJOR KERR: I see.

Q (By Major Kerr) Did you send any staff officer to
Palawan?

A (Through Major Pratt) No, I did not.

Q ' Did you send any staff officer anyplace other than
Leyte? o
A No.

Q When you arrived in the Philippines, you said, the

civilians were hostile toward the Japanese?

h They maintained an anti-Japanese attitude.
Q Did that hostility increase thereafter?
A . As the Americans approached, the people in those

areas--they gradually became more hostile.

Q In what areas?

A - The American areas which the Lmericans came into.

Q How do you account for -that increasing hostility?

& It was because they knew that they would get suppd§ﬁ

from the American Army.

Q What did you do about that hostility?

A ‘There was nothing I could do about this\attitude.’
When did you learn of that hostility?

A I knew it from the time that I first arrived here,
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because of the activities of the armed-ban&its, or guerrillas.
Q ' How did you hear of those activities? '

y I heard it from the officer in charge of collecting
intelligence on the activities of armed bandits.

Who was that? L »

The officer in charge of the Intelligence Secﬁion.

His name, please?

As I remember, it was Captein Munemoto, M-u-n-e-m-o-t-o.

How long was he in charge of your Ihtelligence?

From October of last year until the time of surrender.

O P O b O > O

Then as the American forces approached a given area
of the Philippines, the civilian attitude in that area -~
became more hostile toward the Japanese, is that correct?
! Yes.

GENERAL REYNOILDS: The Commission will recess until
1:30 this afternoon. |
(Whereupon, at 1130 hoﬁrs, a recess was taken until

1330 hours, 29 November 1945.)
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? AFTERNOON SESSION

(The trial was resumed, pursuant to recess, at 1330
hours.) :

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.

You ﬁay proceed, '. '

MAJOR KERR: Sir, all the members of the Commission
and the Accused and Defense Counsel are present, We will
proceed.

_ TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA
the witness on the stand at the time of recess, having been
previously duly sworn, was examined and further testified
as follows through Interpreters Ma jor Pré%t, Sergegnﬁ/gishi,
and Sergeant Yajima:
CROSS EXAMINATION (Continued)

MAJOR KERR: Will the reporter read back the last

question and answer?

(Question and answer read)

Q - (By Major Kerr) What did you do about that increased
hostility?
A It increased gradually as the American forges approached

However, in the areas occupied by the Japanese forces it was
not an important matter. -

- Q How did this increased hostility come to your atten-

tion?
A Since the hostility increased as the American forces'

front lines moved along, it became apparent that along with
this groups of armed bandits wefgibeginning to gather to=- '
gether.,

Q How did you hear of the activities of the armed

K
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bandits? r>

A I heard that armed bandits were 5eginning to concen-
. tra£e in important areas. ’ |

Q What areas?

A They gathered in the.important points on the road

from Lingayen to Manila and roads east of Manila and in

the Batangas area and in the San Fernando area the Volckman's
guerrillas were operating in various places.

Q "When did you hear of the guerrilla activity in the

San Fernando area? .

A I heard that such things were happening from the
early part of November on. ’

/’
Q On to what date?
A They continued right up to the end.
Q In other words, you received reports of guerrilla

activity in the San Fernando area from November through to
the time of the surrender; is\that correct?

A When the American attack started against Baguio the
| guerrillas were operating as an organized group in the
Bontoc area.

Q When was the last date that you received a report

or received information concerning guerrilla activities

in San Fernando? ‘

A | I don't remember the exact date, but it was after I
went to Bagulo and along in the middle of April I received
a report that there were armed bandits operating in the
Mountain area near San Fernando. R

Q From whom did you receive th&ge reports?

A I received these reports from the intelligence reports

)
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of the Mei Group.
Q What is the '"Mei Group"?
A - The 58th Mixed Brigade.

. Q What instructions did you issue .concerning that guer-
rilla activity? : ‘
A In the first part of November after my arrival I had ?

a staff conference and we discussed tactics and other matters,

ard I stated that '"These armed bandits should be 'mopped

up'."

Q Did you tell them how to "mop (them) up"?

A TIdid not mention any methods. I mﬂrely said that
they were to be suppressed.‘ )

Q What did you mean by "suppressed"?

A That we must attack these armed bandits by means of

military activities or operations.

Q Did you leave it to your subordinate cqmmanders to
‘determine the methods which they would use?

A ~ Since the activities of these guerrillas were varied .
the instructions were only that the armed bandits should

be subdued, and I said that "It (was) important to get the
cooperation of the civil population',

Q And you left it to your subordinate --

A (Witness interposing, interpreted through Major Pratt)
"One principle (was) that the Philippine people are allies
and we must endeavor to gain their cooperation, and that

if only the armed bandits could be cleared out the situation
would be all right", ~l

This matter was one for the discretion of the division

and brigade commanders and I did not give detailled orders
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as to wh)t was to be done,

Q Where was this conference held?

A . At my headquarters in Fort McKinley.

Q Did you call of hold any subsequent conference on that
subjéct? _

A Since the operations against the American forces were

the most important matter at hand, anything concerning the
guerrillas was merely a.minor matter along with other thihgs.
Q When did you first hear of thesg guerrillas operating
albng the Linggyen-Manila road?

A - From the time that I arrived I heard of occasions when
the guerrillas came down and hid and attacked trucks and
small groups of personnel along this road. o

Q What was the latest date that you received a report
of guerrilla activity on that road? |

A . I don't remember exactly but it seems to me that on
or about the 11th of January these armed bandits cut commu-
nications between Manila‘and Baguio., ' |

Q | Was that the last time that you heard of ahy report
or received any report of guerrilla Activity in that area?
A In this area the report concerning communications
being cut was the last one'.‘

Q When did you receive reports of guerrilla activity—

in the Batangas Province?

A We heard from Novemper until the time that we with-
drew, : o

Q "Withdrew" where? :

A I wish to correct that last answer to read: "From

November until the time of the surrender",
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MAJOR KERR: W1ll you interpret his last comment?

(No response)

vl (By Major Kerr) Was the source -of these reports on
guerrilla activities your intelligence organization?
A Is that in Batangas Province? :
Q Let us start yith Batangas Province, yes,
MAJOR PRATT: Oh, "Is that in Mountain Province?"
Q (By Major Kerr) Yes.
A (Through Major Pratt) It was reported from various

units stationed around~Baguio that the Baguio-Bontoc commu-
nication lines were attacked. .

Q‘ What was thc source of your guerrilla reports from -~
Batangas Province?

A It came occasionally from the Shimbu Group.

Q When you moved your headquarters from Fort McKinley,
did you go to Ipo?

A Yesy I went to Ipo.

Q Did your cntire staff go with you?

A. The officer in ¢harge of the line of corrmunication
and the officer in charge of railroads stayed behind to do
the final'Job of moving out supplies.

Q How long did you remain at Ipé?

A From the 26th of December until the 2nd of Jammary.

Q During that time did you personally go to.any other part
of the Philippines? :

A No.

Q When you left Ipo where did you gb?

A On the 2nd of January I went into Fort McKinley, and

on the carly morning of January 3rd I went to Baguio.
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Q You chanz;d your headquarters frém.Ipo'to Baguio
on 3 January, is that right?

& | Yos.'

Q How long did your headquarters remain at Baguio?

A Fron the 3rd of January until the 16th of April.
Q Were all of the members of your staff with you at
Baguio®? ‘

INTERPRETER PRATT: Will you read the question?

(Question read.) | '

THE WITNESS: There were staff officers left in
‘Manila for the railroad and line of communications. There
were some at Bambang in the Lingayan defense area and in._—
the mountainous arca east of Manila, but the principal
staff officers were with me, such as the cormunication
officer.

This'morning_I tcstified that I sent only one staff
officer on a nission to Leyte, bu% I meant there crossing
the occan; in this case I did scnd staff officers to the
places I havc mentioned.

- Q What places?

A I sent staff officers to various places and at
different times, and I do not renmenber exactly all of
then,

Q + Did you personally leave the City of Baguio while
your headquartcers wére there? . ;.

A Durihg the time that my headquarters were in Baguio
‘until April 16th I didn't go anywhere.elsec.

Q When did you move from Baguio?

A I left Baguio on the 16th in the evening and went
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7 :
to Bambang; I ﬁelieve it was about 7 P. M.
'Q  The 16th of what month? |
gy It was the 16th of April, and I arrived in Bambang
the morning of the 19th. :
Q How long were your headquarters located at Banmbang?
A Fron the 19th of April until about the 20th of Mey.
Q Did your staff go to Baﬁbang, t90?
A As I said before, ny staff had been sent to various
places aﬁd there were some of then still in Banbang.

Q Where did you go from Bambang?

-
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A I went to Kiangan from Bambang., . g
Q When did you arrive there? R
A As I rcmember it, I left Banbang on the 20th of

June and arrived at Kiangan on the 22nd.

Q Did your headquarters remain there until the time

of your surrender?

A Fron Kiangan I went to tﬁe Third Rest Housej; it

was on the‘rar side of the river. |

Q What river? :

A The Asin River.

Q From the tine that you arrived in the Philippines

in Octoder, 1944, you stayed at your headquarters except
; for.seven trips from Fort McKinley to Manild end one

trip from Ipo into Manila, is that correct?

A Yesy, I was always in my headquarters. -~

Q During that time did you rcceive reports from your

subordinate commanders fron various‘parts of the Phﬁ}ip-
pines concerning the conduct of their operations?

A I received combat reports from all over; oﬁérational .
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reports§> : v
‘Q Did you receive reports as to what your troops were
doing to combat guerrillas? ; :
A - I didn't receive too nany reports on mopping up of
guerrillas. They were_ﬁgrely reports concerning the
U. S. forces. e
Q Did you request that any such reports on guerrillas
be nade to you?
A _ I didn't particularly request reports concerning
guerrillas.
Q  Did you make any effort to £ind out the condition
of the civilien ﬁopulation in various égrts of the/,—
Philippines?

MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question?

(Question read,) _

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't make any particular
investigation.
Q . (By Major Kerr) As nilitary cormander in this area,
in the Philippines, was‘it not your duty to see to it
that the civilian population was protected?
A- It was one of my duties, but after operational con-

nands -~ I was absorbed conpletcly by these operations.

- Q Was it not your duty to see to it that those

civilians were properly fed and taken care of?

A It was the arny's jodb to cooperate with the Philip-
pine government in the feeding of the people‘and in many
other problens. ‘.

Q Was it not also your duty to protect those civil-

iang ==
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A And it is the responsibility of the Philipﬁine govern-
ment. .
Q- Was it not also your responsibility and your duty to
protect those civiliang against the marcuding bands of

) your soldiers? ey

MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question?

(Question read.) |

THE WITNESS: I do not get the full import of the ques~

tion, Can you sinplify the question? '

Q (By Major Kerr) iWas it your responsibility to pro-
tect civilians against the wrongful acts of Japanese troops?
A If the Japanese forces did these things and if I knew
about it, it would be my duty to stop it.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for

approxinately ten hinutes.

(Short recess.)

GENER/.L REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.

You may proceed.

MAJOR KERR: Will the reporter read the last question
and answer?

(Question and answer read)

(The following questions were translaféd to the
witness by Lieutenant Lsano, and the answers of the witness
were given‘in English by the Interpreter indicated.)

Q (By Major Kerr) When you came to the Philippines
in October 1944, were you familiar with the international
conventioné relating to treatment of prisoners of war?

A (Through Lieufenant Asano) Yes, I knew generally.
Q Were you,féﬁiiiar with the provisions of the inter-

-
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nationgi conventioné relating fo_the'ruleﬁ of land warfare?
Solk (Through Major Pratt) Yes. .
Q ' Were you familiar with the provisions of international
conventions relating to treatment of civilian inhabitants
of océupiéd territory? ;s
MLJOR PRATT: May we have the question in English?
(Question read)
A (Through Lieutenant Asano) Yes, I do.
Q. (By Major Kerr) Did you have under your command

in the Philippines units known‘as "fishing battalions"?

A No, there is a unit by the name which might refer to
"fishing", but it wasn't a fishing unit. L g

Q What was the nature of that unit?

A (Through Major Pratt) They were units to attack

United States warships.
Q Were they under your command?
A They were for army -- there were some army ships

and there were some navy ships, also.

Q How many army ships did you have under your command?
LA About 160,

Q Where were they located?

A They were along the coast at the points where the

American forces were expected to land.

Q Do you recall what coastal points those were?

A On the Batangas Peninsula at Tayabas Bay, and the
western section of Manila Bay, and at Linga;an Jjust oppogite
the point. _ '

Q What became of those units after the American
landings in the Philippines?
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?
A I didn't get a detailed repo~t, but I do believe

/

that they were all destroyed.

Q You testified that you received orders from Tokyo
to trénsfér 50,000 troops fo Leyte?

’ Yes.

When did you receive that order?

The 21st or 22nd of Octéber.

When was the transfer to Leyte made?

28th of October.

How was it made? -

> 0 > O > o X

They wefe transported by the steamships attached to .2
the Third Maritime Transport Command.

Q You did not command the Maritime Transport Command.
at that time?

A (Through Lieutenant Asano) No, they were not under
my command., ;

Q Then all you had to do was deliver the 50,000 troops
to the Maritime Command?

A (Through Major Pratt) Since the Third Maritime
Transport Command had the ships, I had a talk with them and
had the troops put aboard. % '

Q While the trqops were enroute by steamship to Leytg,
did they remain under your command?

A (Thrdugh Lieutenant Asano) Yes.

Q You spoke of a shortage of food in the Philippines

when you came here in October 1944, What did you do about

that shortage?
A (Through Major Pratt) Since the Philippines have

&

always had an insufficiency of rice, I sent a request ﬁo
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the Supreme Commander of the Southern Group to have rice
imported from the rice-producing areas.

Q Did you make arrangemants to obtain rice and other
~'foodstufrs from Philippine sources?

A ~ In the areas in the Philippines where there was a
surplus, we acquired some.

Q Do you recall the approximate quantities you acquired?
A Wb planned this matter out, -but it did not carry out,
Q You testified that it was =-

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: May we have that answer read,
please? g
(Answer read) |
Q (By Major Kerr) I am referring now to obtaining
foodstuffs in the Philippines.

A (Through Major Pratt) I put in a request to the
Supreme Southern Commander for rice from the rice-producing
countries like Thailand and French-Indio-bhina.

Q Did you obtain any large quantity of foodstuffs for

the army from Philippine sources? i

A (Through Lieutenant Asano) No, not in the Philippines.

(Through Major Pratt) Except that I did get some
from the Cagayan Plain.

Q Is it not a fact that your deputy chief of staff,
General Utsonomya, was one of the heads of an organization
which obtained large quantities of rice from Philippine -
sources?

A He attempted procurement, but as I said‘peforé, the
Philippine Islands has always been deficient in rice.

Q Were any shipments of rice made from the Pﬁiiippines

-
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to Japan, after October 194&?

A (Through Lieutenant Asano) No.

Q _Were all of the prisoner of war camps in the Philippines
under your command?

J (Through Jof Pratt) Yes, they were under my control.
Q Wefe the jcivilian internment camps under your control?
A (Through Lieutenant Asano) Yes.

Q You testified that it was a policy from Tokyo that

in the event 6f land fighting, naval troops on land would"

A They would come under my command only in the instance
of land warfare.
Q Was that in accordance with a policy in effect in

all theaters?

A (Through Lieutenant Asano) Yes, it was the same all
over,

Q Do you know when that policy was made -effective by
Tokyo?

A It was an order of sometime ago, and I don't even’

remember the exact date, but I believe it has been a stand-

Yt

ing order for around a year.

Q A year before what date?

A From the present.

Q Did thét rule apply also to air force ground troops?
A (Through Major Pratt) No; that did not épply to the

air forces. It only applied to army and navy troop;

stationed in the same area, and is limited to land. warfare.
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Q ‘It did not apply to ;ir force personnel on the ground
when combat developed? : -
A - (Through Interpreter Asano) The air force ground
' troops were under the command of Southern Army until o
January 1st and since then they came under my command.
Q | ‘Did this rule for single command of Arny and Navy
gréupd in land combat apply ull'over-the Philippines?
A (Through Major Pratt) In the case of the develop=-
pent of fighting on %fnd it was lgmited to this alone. ’
Q But it did apply all over the Philippines in that
circumstance? : v
A (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.
Q Did you have an officer on your staff performing the
functions of a staff judge advocate?

I can shorten that sentence,

Did you have a staff judge advocate?
A There was no judge advocate in the staff. However,
there was a judge advocate officer within the judge advocate
department, ; 4
Q Of what organization was that department a part?

I will change tﬁe question for the assistance of the
interpreters. -
That judge advocate department belonged to what unit?
It was-part of the ‘14th Area Army Headquarters,
Was Colonel Nishiharu head of that department?
Yes. :

Were all courts-martial death sentences in the 14th

Eo i R » -

Army approved: by you?
INTERPRETFR ASANO: Will you read the question,- please?

>
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(Queétion'read)(%

A (Through!InEerprefer Asano) It requires my decision,
Q (By Major Kerr) Were any prisoners of war in the
Philippines sentenced to death by courts-martial?

A" (Through Major Pratt) During tﬁe.time I was here

there was none.

Q Were there any civilian internees sentenced to death
by courts-martial during your period here?

A T don't believe there were any. |

Q Were there any courts-martial trials of prisoners of

war in the Philibpines during your period heré?

A I don't belleve there were any.

Q Are you sure there were none?

A Yes.

Q Were there any courts-martial proceedings against

civilian internees in the Philippines during your period
here?

INTERPRETER. ASANO: May we have the previous question?

| (The question referred to was read by the reporter as

follows:

"Q %ere'there any courts-martial trials of prisoners
of war in the Philippines during your period here?")
A (Through Major Pratt) There were none ever tried by
military court-martial, However, in the case of civilian

internees it would be a military tribunal.

Q (By Major Kerr) What kind of a military tribunal?

A Tt would be a military tribunal resembling a military
court-martial. ‘

Q Would a death sentence by such a military tribunal

-
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vrequire your approval?
A (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes, the same as the
military court,
Q .- Durihg your, period in the Philippines were any clvi-
lian 1nternees tried by any such military tribunal?
A None as far as I can remember,
Q Are you sure there were none?
A Yes; none,
Q .When you moved your headquarters from Fort McKinley
in December 1944 were a large number of guerrillas or per=-
sons charged as guerrillas left in Fort Santiago?
A (Through Major Pratt) That has never been fully ree-
ported to ne.
MAJOR KERR: Will you repeat the answer, please?
(Answer read)
Q (By Major Kerr) Has it been reported to you at all?
A (Through Interpreter Asano) I did not receive any
reports regarding the suspects. However, I received re-
ports on the ones that were sentenced.
Q "I am not talking about'persons interned. -.I am

talking about persons under arrest as accused or suspected

guerrillas.
A I haven't received any report regarding the matter.
Q Were you told before you left Fort McKinley in Decem-

ber that such persons were held in Manila?

Ko No, on
Q Did not Colonel Nishiharu tell you before you left
Fort McKinley that a large number of persons suspected as
guerrillas were in custody and there was not time to try
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A I do not remember such a report,
Q .. You are sure of that?
A4 (Through Major Pratt) I have said that I do not re=
member exactly. .
Q Didn't he tell you that they would have to be diaposod
- of summarily? ,
I will withdraw the question and rephrase it.
Didn't he tell you that those people would have to be

them?

disposed of without proper trial?

A - He absolutely did not say that, 4

Q 'Did he make any kind of a report to you about people
held as suspected guerrillas without triai prior to your
departure from McKinley?

A I heard nothing likn that,

Q Did you ever inspect or visit Fort Santiago?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) No.

Q Did you ever inspect or visit any of the Kempei Tai

.headquarters?
A No.
Q Did you ever require a report as to the number of

persons held in custody in Fort Santiago?

A No. -

Q . .Did you ever require any report or explanation as to
the methods used by the military police? ~

A I never did receive any report and I did not reqﬁest

for any report. » "
Q Did you require or request any report gs_to the number

of persons. held in custody by the M.P.'s or military police?

2
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A No. .
Q Do you know how many military police were under your
command 1n the Philippines?
A (Through Major Pratt) I believe thege were approxi-
mately 1200 military police.
Q- Who was in command of those military police subor-
dinate to you?
A (Through Interpreter Asano) The commanding officer
of the Kempei Tai or the Japanese military police unit was
Colonel Nagahama.
Q  How long did he remain in command?
A (Through Major Pratt) The start of his duty was
before my arrival, so I'm not too sure about that; but he
stayed in office until the 2nd of February of this year.
Who succeeded him?
(Through Interpreter Asano) Major General Masuoka.,
How long did he remain in command?
From 1lst of February to 3rd of September.

Q
A
Q
A
Q Where was the headquarters of the commanding officer
of the military police located?

A

(Through Major Pratt) I believe it was -in Intramuros.
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Q  Vas it at Port Santiago?
A (Through Interprater Asano) I believe 1t 1:, but I
an not very sure.
' -8 ~ Where were the various nilitary police units 1ocateQ?
A~ (Through Major Pratt) I do not know the détails.
However,‘there were some on Mindanao with each army ﬁead-
‘quanters and division hesdquarters at Baguio, Bontoc and
in Manila. ' ' '

| Were sone located in Batangas Prevince?

What were the duties of the Kempei Tai?
(Through Major Pratt) The duties were that of

|
|

Q
A (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.
Q
A

nilitary police and ténance of order.
Q Did they also include the investigation of persons
that were suspected as guerrillas? '
A Fron the standpoint of maintaining order thsy had
this duty.
Q  Vas one of their duties the apprehension of persons
suspected of beiné anti-Japanese? | ‘
A It would depend upon the extent to which they were
anti-Japanese, and this would include the guerrillas. :
GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten ninutes.
(Short recess.) 5
GENEBAL'REYNOLDS: The Comnisslon is in session.
You may proceed.
MAJOR KERR: . Will you please read the last question?
MAJOR PRATT: I would like to make a correction.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: All fight.

4
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MAJOR PRATT: If the Commission please, I should
like to anmend éhis translation o the witness was quoted
as gajing, "I said that I do not remember exactly." I
wish to amend that tb, "I am certain that I do not
' renenber," : :
~ GENERAL REYNOIDS: As I recdl, that pertained to
the Filipinos in the Santiago Prison at Fort Santiago, is
that corrcet?
MAJOR PRATT: I believe that is correct.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Yes, that is right.
MAJOR KERR: Now, will you read the last questioh
back?
(Last question and answer read,)
Q (By Major Kerr) What if they were not guerrillas
but nerely pro-Anmerican?
A (Through Major Pratt) That is sonething that is in
their nind only and we can't possibly kﬁbw it.
Q Did.the Kenpei Tai investigate only pcople suspected
as guerrillas?
A Only those people who have stolen or destroyed
nilitary supplies. . y
MAJOR KERR: Will you please read that question
again? | -

" (Record read.)
A (Through Major Pratt) Also those people who stole °
or destroyed the military supplies. ;
Q (By Major Kerr) Did you have a counter:espiohage
organization? ™

A (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.,
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Q Was that under you? '
MAJOR PRATT: . If the Commission please, on the pre=-

‘vious question we are not definite as to the terminology
of “counter-intelligénce," and we would like to rephrase

" _the question in Japanese. | |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. o

MAJOR KERR: The words you are referring to are
"ecounter-espionage” and not "counter-intelligence."

CAPTAIN REEL: May the previous question and aﬁswer
be stricken?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The previous question and answer
will be stricken fron the record.

MAJOR KERR: That is the last question and answer,
is that correct, sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes.

MAJOR KERR: ‘I will rephrase the question.

Q (By Major Kerr) Did you have any\police organiza-
tion other than the nilitary police?

A (Through Intefpreter Asano) No.

Q What organization investigated and epprehended

foreign spies?
A The Kenpei Tai.

-

Q  Did the publication of secret newspapers cone

under the classification of guerrille activities?

A My interpretation of guerrillas is an arned bandit, .
and this other matter which you mention does not come
under the category of guerrilla. B

Q Would the Kempei Tai have any jurisdiction over
a person accused of publishiﬁg a secret unauthofizeh

-
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newspaper?

A (Through Major Pratt) The military police investi-
gated such matters and then they are brought before
nilitary court martials or a military tribunal.

Q Are ﬁeople who assist guerrillas by giving then
food or shelter troated as guerrillas by the Jap anese
Arny? :

A (Through Interpreter Asano) We recognize only

‘those armed bandits as guerrillas, and I have orders to
that effect.

Q Then a person who was found to have given food or
shelter to a guerrilla was not considered 2 guerrilla, i
is that correct?

A No, they are not.

Q What if they gave noney to guerrillas, were they
then considered guerrillas?

A (Through Major Pratt) In my opinion they would not
be recognized as such.,

Q Did you issue any instructions as to how the people

- who were found to have'giVen such assistaﬁce to guerrillas
were to be treated?

' MAJOR PRATT: Will you read the question?

-

(Question read.)

A (Through Interpreter Asano) No, I haven't.
Q To what punishnent'would such people be subject?
A (Through Major Pratt) It is my belief that that

would be deternined in accordance with what the investi-
gation would find.
Q What, in your opinion, would be required to. justify
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o ner:lt:lnz death?

?

a death sentence? | '
A It would be an extiamely serious crime,
Q Would prov:lding guerrillu with noney be a crime

A 1 do not believe it would be a crime.
Q Would providing tbod or sheltor to guerrillal be
- such a crine? :

A I do not consider that a very serious crime.

Q Would being the wife of a guerrilla be such a crime?
A . That is not a serious crine, .

Q Would being 2 child of a guerrilla be such a crime?
A Absolutely hbt.

Q Or being a2 brother or other relative of a guerrilla?
A Being a relative of a 'guarrilla is not a serious
crine..

Q Or 1iving in the same town or place as guerrillas
live? :

A It is not so. _

Q Were the Kenpei Tai under your cormand assisted in
their work by other units? .

A When thé necessity t;rose _the M. P. units askec} for
the use of other units.

Q Did they obtain the use of other units?

A I believe,there are occasions when this happened.

Q Was that true in Manila?

A Yes, I believe that in Menila also there were units
which were asked for or asked for cooperation with the”
nil:ltary polices |

Q Did those units cooperate with or assist the nili— 3

*
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- tary police?
A If. the unit cormanders of a unit to which.the
request is given is able to assist, they will,
- Q . ' Do you know whether or not other army units actually
did assist the Kenpei Tai in Manila?
A I have never received reports to that effect, but
I believe that they did give help.
Q Did you know that your nilitary police were using
torture methods? | '
A ° (Through Interpreter Asano) I do not know that,
Q Did you ever inquire to find out whether they were.
using such nethods?
A No,
Q In Jepan torture nethods are not uncormon, are they?
A In Japan torture methods are prohibited.
Q Is that prhibition enforced?
A (Through Major Pratt) I believe it is enforced.
Q Is it customary in the Japanese Arny for one man

to slap or cuff another below his rank?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) It is piohibited.

Q Is that prohibition enforced? i

A Through Major Pratt) It is carried out.

Q Have you ever seen one Jepanese soldier strike
another?

A (Through Interpreter’Asano) No, I haven't seen it.
Q Have you'cver seen an officer strike =-- o Jq:anése

officer strike a2 Jepanese enlisted man?
A (Through Majér Pratt) Such a thing has never taken

-
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~place in ny presence. :

Q Have you éver heard of it being done?

A ' A i'have heard of that in certain instances of such
‘ thingsj it has happened, but they were bunished.

Q  Is beating one forn of punishment in the Jopanese
‘Arﬁy?

A No.

Q Is slapping one forn of punishment?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) No, it is not.

MAJOR PRATT: "As a nethod of punishnent it is not
used," | | | 7
Q (By Major Kerr) You testified concerning the

detection by the nilitary police of a plot to blow up

part of your headquarters.:

A (Through Int~»preter Asano) Yes, it is true.

Q Do you know how the nilitary police obtained their
information?

A (Through Major Pratt) I believe that they used

spies and by observing fron a distance;

Q Are you sufe they did not use torture nethods?
A I have never seen or heard any report to that effect.
Q When the nilitery police found a cache of arns in

a snall town near Pasig, Rizal Province, did they proceed

to burn the town?

A No, they did not make such a plan.

Q Did they kill any of the wormen and children?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) No, they did not kill
anyone.

Q Do you know that of your own lmowledge?

*
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e Yes, becausec it was a village right below the

headquarters. : ‘

g ‘What type of intelligence orgenization did you

~ have? i : : Lol
A (Through Major Pratt) It was a function of the
_G-? 'section.
Q Did you have repreaehtatives in vafious parts of
the Philippines for intelligence purposes?

%R (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.
Q Di& you have puch intelligence personnel in Leyte?
A Yes .  - ‘ 4
Q Did you have such intelligence personnel in
Batangas Province? |

A Yes.

Q In Laguna Province?

A I believe theré was one, but I am not very sure ‘
of their distrilution. :

Q In Cle.ntral Luzon?

A /' Yes, there was.
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Q In Northern Lglon?

A Yes,

~Q - In other words, generally, you had intelligence
personnel all over the Philippines, is that correct?
A (Through Major Pratt) I had it stationed in important

points all over the Philippines.

'Q Including Manila?

A (Through Lieutenant Asano) I believe not in Manila,
Q Did you receive informatonal reports from fhnt
personnel? )

A (Through Major Pratt) - These reports were brpught to
the G-2, and collected there -- to the G-2 Section. |
Q Did you have such agents in Manila after the Affericans
took the city?

A (Through Major Pratt) When the United States Army

came into Manila, I don't believe there were.

Q Did you have any sples in varfous parts of the
Philippines? |

A I believe there were some used by the G-2 Section.
Q Did you receive reports and information from the
Makapili? .

A No, I did not receive any such reports directly.

Q Did you receive them indirectly? s

A I believe there was -- I believe there were some

spies among the Makapili.

(a] ~ Did you receive informetion from them?

A However, they were not all spies. ‘
(The preceding question was read as followsg, "Did

you receive information from them?")
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A (Through Lieutenant Asano) Vho are you referrinx to?

@ (By Major Kerr) The Makapili.
: ";;never received anything directly, but I believe

there were spies stationed with the lekapili, and .also the
' reguler Intelligence Section.

Q- Did the Makapili make reports directly to the
-Intelligence personnel? i

A I am not too certain on thec details in this matter,
but I believe"thcy.reported through the Intelligence
personnel stationed in the various areas. e

Q Dic you receive information from other organizat&ens?
A (Through Lieutenant Asano) What do you refer to

as "other organizations"?

Q iny other orgenizatione, such as the Ganaps?

A (Through Major Pratt) Such organizations were not a
part of the Intelligence setup.

Q Did they give information to the Intellizence
personnel? .

AL I amnot certain on such detailed matters.

Q Do you knoiv how late in 1945 your headquarters

continued to receive 1ntelligence reports from these various
. agencies? _ o

A I do not know the details of that matter in reference
to the time. : A

Q Did you receive 1nformation‘concern1ng guerrillas

- through these sources?

-

A I have heard reports concerning ‘the guerrillas from

the officer 1n charge, but I do not know the sources of the

'information.
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Q _ Did you also receive from tho;e sources information
concefning unrest or_ho;tiliﬁy among the civilians?
A I do not know about such detailed matters.
@ ol Did you ever make any inquiry as to the attitude of
the civiliaﬁ population towards the Japanesé forces?
Lo I am familiar with the reports on the results of
_ their investigations. .
Q What were the reports that you refer to?
A (Through Lieutenant Asanb) The report I am referring
to is a graphic report or written report, or oral report.
Q Yhich is 1t? Graphic, written or oral?

MAJOR PRATT: I believe you misunderstood the answer:

"Eithere....or."

MAJOR KERR: I see.

Q (By Major Kerr) Do you recall when that report was
received?
A On these small matters, since I wasn't in charge of

them, I don't know.

- Q The attitude of the eivilian population of the
Philippines towards the Japanése armed forces here was a
small matter, was 1t?  J= Py
A (Through Lieutenant Asano) It was an important
matter or problem.

Q And the meaéures taken by the Japanese armed forces
against the civilians in the Philippines was an important
matter, too, was it not?

A (Through Major Pratt) I felt that we should take
measures to win the confidence of the Philippine people,

since their cooperation was neéessary and since we were allied

-
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with them. And I gave such instructions at the time of my

‘arrival, 2
Q  Did you give any instructions subsequent to that time?
<k Vhenever the occasion ﬁreqented itself, I frequently

géve~sndh instructions.
Q ° . Did you make any effort to find out whether or not
those instructions were complied with?
A I gave definite instructions to the army division
and other unit commanders, and I ordered that they were to
carry out my instructions, and I entrusted thea to 4o 80,

MAJOR KERR: Will the reportér read the question aéain?
I would like to have an answer.
A (Through Major Pratt, continuing) -~ because this
was a matter to which I could not personally look into.

(The question referred to was read by the reporter
as follows: "Did you make any effort to find out whether
or not those instructions were complied with?")
A ‘(Through Major Pratt) This was a matter which should
be determined by therfricers of the staff, whenever they
were sent out to the various localities.
Q (By Major Kerr) Did the staff officers  make any
reports to you on the subjeét? 7
A Staff officers reported such things as they'observed.
Q You stated that you directed that the rations to be
fed thg civilian internees and the prisoners of war should
be exacély the same as those fed the Japanese soldiers?
A I ordered that the foodstuffs given to the internees
should be of the.saﬁe quality -- and to the prisoners of
wer -- should be of the seme quality and quantity as that
. 3605 i "
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of the Japanese army. F%

- Q Did you take into consideration the fact that the
Japanese soldiers could go outside and get food to supplement
their army -issue? |

A . In some areas, this was true, but in others they
could not subplement their rations. For instanée, up in thé
mountain areas or in the front line trenches there was no
supplementary material.

Q Did you expect the civilian internees and prisoners

df war to live on the same rations that your men would obtain
in the heat of combat? | |

MAJOR KERR: Will you read the question, please?

- (Question read)
A (Through Major Pratt) Yes, I believe so.
Q (By Major Kerr) Do you realize that under the rules
of land wa{fare set forth in the international conventions,
it is reqﬁired of a captive nation to issue food rations
to prisoners of war equal in quantity and quality to that
of troops at base camps? ;

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before we get an answer to that
question, let us go back over the last two'questions. There
is quite a possibility the Accused did not understand. the
question as it was asked.

(The.quéstion referred to was read by the reporter
as follows: "Did you expect the civilian internces and
prisoners of war to live 6n the same rations that your men
would obtain in the heat of combat?") i v

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission feels it is not a
clearly stated question; it may be difficult or imposs;ble

~
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to translate so that it has the same meaning to the witness

as 1t does to us. See if you cennot state it in different
terms. k.
Q -,_ (By Major Kerr) Did you intend that the ration to

. be issued the prisoners of war would be no greater than- the
ration issued your men, your soldiers, in combat; as dis-
tinguished from the ration issued your 301&1ers at a base
camp?

LIEUTENANT ASANO: Will you repeat the question,
please? | :

(Question read)

MAJOR KERR: I think I ‘can shorten it up, if the
Commission please.
Q (By Major Kerr) What standard did you use for
determining the ration of prisoners of war?
A (Through Major Pratt) I am not certain as to the
details, but I believe that the standard was to be exactly
the same as that given to the Japénese forces.
Q Are those the Jaﬁanese forces when in combat, or
the Japanese forces at a base camp?
A When sufficient food was évailable, it was to be on
a parity with base troops, but from November on there was )
not gufficient food for thié'type of standard, sb we merely
tried to make it uniforﬁ.
Q Isn't it a fact that the Japanese soldier was expected
largely to live off theiland?
A ;Usuaily, if we had the supplies available they were
distributed to the troops, but in some areas such as a

mountain province, they were scarce and we lived on wild
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grasses and potatoes and such things as'we could obtain

thei’e . .
Q Did you receive.ény'information concerning the execution

of American prisoners of war -- :
GENERAL' REYNOLDS: The Commission will recéss until

8:30 tomorrow morning,
(Whereupon, at 1630 hours, 29 November 1945, the
trial was adjourned until 0830 hours, 30 November 1945.)
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