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EDINGS
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session, You

~may proceed,

assisting:

MAJOR KERR: §ir, all the members of the Commission
are present; the Accused and Defense Counselgére present,

MAJOR BOARDMAN: Sir, the Chief Interpreter would like
to introduce an addition to the record on page 3379, the
fourth answer of the testimony of the last witness of
yesterday's session, - That answer should be increased by.
a clause, the preceding clause reading thus:

"Basing my opinion from what I saw of the American ,
radios such as the RCA, Philco and others in Baguio at the
time of the surrender, . . ." and then the rest of the

statement goes on to say that the American equipment was

superior.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, The record is amended
accordingly:

COLONEL FELDHAUS: If the Commission please, the
Defense would‘like to proceed briefly with further exami-
nation of this witness for the purpose of clarifying the
tesfimony of General fokoyama.

GE&ERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, You may.préceed.

| MICHIO KITAYAMA
the witness on the stand at the time of adjournment, having
been previously duly sworn and further admonished, was
further examined and .testified as follows through Inter-

preter Yorioka, with Interpreter Asano and Major Boardman
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| DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)

COLONEL FELDFAUS: Has the witness been reminded that
" he 1s still under oath? :
(Witness admonished by Interpreter. Yorioka)
THE WITNESS (Through Interpreter Yorioka): Yes, I am,
COLONEL FELDHAUS: Does the Commission desire that the
last questions and answers be read?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may read the lagt six questions
and answers. :
(Questions and Answers read) ,
Q (By Colonel Feldhaus) On what date did General Yama-

shita's headquarters move to Baguio? o0
A It was on January 2, 1945.

Q How did you communicate with the Shimbu Army after

the headquarters arrived at Baguio?

A There were just wireless communication after the
headquarters moved to Baguio. '

Q Was that wireless telegraph?

A It was wireless telegraph,

Q What communications did you have with Tokyo?

A There was direct wireless communications -- wireless

telegraph communications with Tokyo and Baguio.

Q  Did you also have communication with Saigon?
A Yes, There was direct communication,
Q What was the total volume of messages you sent and

received while ydu were at Bagulio on an average per day?
A The average was about 600, but on the days when it
was busy there were around 800,

Q 'What was the average per day of your messages sent
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and received from the Shimbu Army?

A I do not remember exactly, but I believe it was around
100. |
Q How many’yiroloss sets did you have operating in

_ Baguio? ;
A I remember it as around 30 sets.
Q And one was devoted entirely to the Shimbu Army?
A Yes.,
Q What type of messages were you sending?
A I was sending orders from headquarters and instructions,
Q- What did these orders pertain to? Were they urgent;
emergencies or routine? e
A It included various sources.
Q Was there some operational priority in the messages?
A There was a schedule of six classifications according

to urgency. .
Q How long did it take to transmit a message from the
Shimbu Army to Baguio, that is, a message of an urgent
nature? ’
A It took == Some arrived in two days, while the
others took from three days, ﬁhile some even took two weeks.
Q Was that likewise true of the messages that the Shimbu
Army was sending to Baguio?
~ INTERPRETER YORIOKA: Repeat the question,

(Question read) |
A What I'Just said-now was the communications fr&h
Shimbu to Baguio, but I believe the time element was the
same from Baguio to Shimbu,

COLONEL FELDHAUS: I believe that is all,
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CROSS EXAMINATION
Q E(By'Captain Websfer) Was the equipment which you
have described as being used for communications at Yama-
shita's heidquarters the normal Japanese equipment?
A Yes, it was, ‘ ' %
CAPTAIN WEBSTFR: That is all, '
COLONEL FELDHAUS: Nothing further,
GENFRAL REYNOLDS: The witness is dismissed.

(Witness excused)

3388



\
7 JOHN D. RIDGE

called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been
: previously duly sworn, was exapined and further testified
as follows: ; :
_ DIRECT EXAMINATION i
MAJOR KERR: May the record show, th-t this witness

has testified previously in this proceeding and I will remind
him that he is still under oath.

Q (By Captain Sandberg) State your name, please.

A John D. Ridge. .

Q And»your rank and serial number? y

] Major, Corps of Engineers, 0-348164; e
Q What is your present assignment? :

A Chief of the Philippine Islands Section, G-2, GHQ,
AFPAC.

Q You haye testified before this Commfssion relative

to the extent and nature of guerrilla activities in the
Philippine Islands. I have just one more subject I wish to
ask you about. In the guerrilla movement in the Philipoine
Islands were there cases where women were memberé of

guerrilla organizations?

A That has been known.

Q  Was the Markings Organization active in Batangas
‘Prbvincé?

A Among other places, yés. o

Q And was one of the leaders of the Markings Guerrilla

Ofganization a woman? >
A That is correct. .
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you mark this for identification?
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(A document was marked Defense
Exhibit V for identification.)

Q (By Captain fandberg) I show you Defendant's Exhibit
V»and ask you if it represents a true extract from the
publication "Guerrilla Resistance ﬁovement in the Philippines"?
A To cheek 1f adequately would take a considerable
oint of  tine sl proof-reading with the original copy.

Q Have you brought the original volumne with you?

A I have it here.

Q 'Will you check that or have you checked that as yet?
A I have not seen this before. "

Q Didn't we give you a copy of that?

A No.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: If the Commission please, I had
understood the witness had been given a copy of this. To
save the time of the Commission I will suggest the witness
be excused at this time and be afforded an opportunity to
check the exhibit.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.

(Witness excused)
NORMAN JAMES SPARNON
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been
previoﬁsly duly sworn, was examined and furthér testified
as follows: | B
DIRECT EXAMINATION

MAJOR KERR: Captain Sparnon, you have testified
previously, have you not?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MAJOR KERR: I will remind you you are still under
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oath.

Q t (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state your name,
please? :

A Norman James Sparnon.. :

Q And will you state your.rank and organizatign? o

A Captain, Allied Translator and Interpreter “ection.
Q In your capacity with the 211ied Translator and

Interpreter Section, do you have or are you familiar with
the ATIS file of captured Japanese documenfs? ‘
A Yes, I am, .
Q And does the Allied Translator and Interpreter Sectioh
have in its files all of the documents seized from the -Head-
quarters of General Yamashita on the occasion of his
surrender?
A A1l docnments that have been captured in the Philippines
area and °outhwest Pacific area are all in the hands of
ATIS.
Q Approximately how many items or documents have been
captured by the allied forces in the Philippine Islands?
A ;It would be some hundred of thousands.
Q And will you describe what process is used to determine
which of these documents will be maintained in the ATIS
files?
A Yes. When the documents are rgceived they come
through direct channels from the time they are captured in
the fields We have detachments in our advanced echelons,
and, therefore, the documents are handled" by nobod& other
than trained linguistic personnel. ;

The documents from the time that they reach the hands
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‘of the detachment are sorted for ﬁheir priority and intelli-
genée value, If'they have no intelligence value whaésoevar
they can be put aside and hald.in abeyance ahd if they are
docﬁments of higher pribrity they are sent back and worked
on until all the documents are in the hands of the detachment
and have arrived at the echelon., They are then further
sorted and items that are of value to the field are extracted
and suéh documents are sent back plus other documents, which
items have intelligence value which have not been extracted.
They then go through the hands'of sorters, and the sorters
discard document$ of no intelligence vélue whatsogzg; and
the other documents which do have some possible intelligence
value are further then sent to translators to extract that
information, which is submitted to intelligence officers
who. in »turn decide whether the information is published or
not. If the information is published, such a document is
given an official number and becomes an ofricial document
in the hands of ATIS.

Other documents are held for some time and then
degtroyed. -
Q- 0f the several hundred thousand documents which have
-qbegn‘seized in the Philippine Islands, can you give us an
estimate as to how many represent captured orders of the

Japanese armed forces?

'A 1 That is very hard to say but it would be a very high
perééntage. e T '
Q And would you say that a capfured order of an

element of the;Japanese armed forces would be regarde&‘éé

having intelligence value?
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‘A Invariably it has.

Q Now, have you ever seen among the captured documents

an order signed by General Yamashita ordering %he destruction

of the entire City of Manila?

o ' No, I have not seen one myself. I am not familiar

with such an order or any such document while I was in

charge of the Translation Section having been captured.

Q And you have never seen such an order?
A_ No. ‘ ‘
Q Have you ever seen an order of General Yamashita

ordering the kiiling of non-combatant civilians in the
Philippine Islands?
A No, sir, I have not,
Q H;ve you ever seen an order of General Yamashita
calling for the killing of'prisoners of war?
A No, I have not.
Q Now, a film was shown before this Commission in which
a statement was ﬁade that the United States Army had
captured an order from Tokyo for the destruction of Manila.
Have you ever seen such an order among the captured
documents? o -
A No, I have not.

I would like to say that if such an order was
captured, the information would be of such high intelligence
value that it would undoubtedly be translated gnd published.

Q Would you tell us, Captain, based on your experiénce

" with 21lied Translator and Intelligence Service, what was

the procedure in the Japanese army relative to the publica=-

tion t6 the commands of orders?
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A Yes. 1If aé>order was 1§sued by any high'comménd

- such as an army, army group or division or any large forma-
tidn,'the ordef would invariably be issued under the name

" of the commanding general and I would say in all cases the
documents we received are mimeographed. On the distribution
1ist there may be 25 subordinate commands to receive these i
orders and the method of distribution invariably was, or I
should say always was that the orders would be issued orally
and then written., This meant that the recipiemts of the
order would in turn assemble their subordinates and they
would be given the orders orally and they would thn make

a copy of it. This meant the number of orders of the one  _—
original order in circulation was considerable and this was
undoubtedly the reason for so many important orders coming
into the hands of ATIS.

In fact, it was a problem in the Translation Section
to avoid translating the same information conteined in
different documents captured from different places.

Q | And would you say that you have never seen any orders
of the types that I have described? Do you mean that you
have never séen any such order either in its form, in
originating from the headquarters of General Yamashita, or

in its form in any subordinate headquarters?

A No, I have not. _
CAPTAIN‘SANDBERG: Your witness. A
CROSS -EXAMINATION
Q ‘ (By Major Kerr) Your knowledge oﬂlcaptured Japanese

documents or orders goes only to the written orders, is that

not correct?

3394




| Yes.,
Q ' You have no knowledge as to orders which may have
been transmitted by.wire or radio?
A No, we‘would not have that.

MAJOR KERR: That is all,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Sir, I have a few more questions.

| REDIRECT EXAMINATION

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you mark this as our next

exhibit? '

- (A document was marked Defense
Exhibit W for identification.)

Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit W,
which is a bulletin, "™Allied Translator and Interpreter
Section, Southwest \Pacific Area, No. 1841, dated 7 March 45"
and attached thereto excerpts from Allied Translator and
Interpreter Section, Southwest Pacific Area Bulletin No.
1841, and ask you whether this represents a true copy of
the excerpts from that bulletin?
A It is undoubtedly a copy from the official publica=-
tion, but I haven't checked the topic and copy and I could
not -say whether it was an accurate copy of the-original.
“Q Will you identify the excerpt in the bulletin and °
then I will ask permission frdm the court to submit into
evidence a certifiéd copy of that bulletin. .
A Extract from "Bound handwritten diary belonging
to Ohashi (*1) Unit. Dated 24 December 44 - 22 January
45" |

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I will ask permission of the Com-
mission to introduce into evidence a certified copy of such.

extract.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. Before ruling upon
the dOCument we will want it read or the significant parts
of it read. '
g CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission
is invited to’the last paragraph of the first page:
. : "21 January. In regard to construction progress,
the food situation 1s very grave, and eachlunit will obtain
CAMOTE* from nearby farms to relieve the gravity of the food
situation. In regard to the immediate construction problems,
great anxiety is shown not only by platoon leéders but all
the officers from 1st Lieutenant Ohashi to the Battalion
Commander. Another requisition has bcen made for the grub
hoes and because there is a sudden shortage, we are doing
our utmost to obtain them through proper channels."
GENERAL REYNOIDS: On the top line, page 2, apparently
there is an omission in my copy. How should it read?
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: "made for the grub hoes ="
GENERAL REYNOLDS: ' The document is accepted by the
Commission for such probétive value as it may be held tb;;
possess. | _
: Does fhe.Prosecution wish'to point out any signifi-
cant parts of the remainder of the document? 1
MAJOR KERR: %o, sir.

. (Defense Exhibit W for identi-
fication was received in
evidence, )

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you ﬁark this as our next
exhibit?

(A document was marked Defense
Exhibit.Y for identification.)
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Q (By Captain Sandberés I show you Defense Exhibit f,
being the "Allied Trans;ator and Interpreter fection,
Southwest Pacific Area Bulletin No. 2011, dated 8 May 45,"
and-ask'you if that is a copy of an official bulletin of
the f1llied Translator and Interpreter “ection?
A Yes, it is,
© CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I will ask permission of the Com-

mission to withdraw the original and introduce a certified
copy of the extracts thereof. |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state whether that .,
is an accurate excerpt from the ATIS Translator and Inter-
preter Service Bulletin No. 20117
A The bulletin is, as I have testified before =-- I
don't know whether this is a correct typewritten copy but
it is the bulletin, |

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: This is "Handwritten diary dated
1 January 44 to 17 December 44, belonging to Asanuma,
Toshiro (*1) hember of OKA (*2) Company, higher unit
not stated."

Attention is directed to the item indicated as:

"1l December. Not enough rice. (Transla;or's Note:
This is the second time that the writer has complained about
rice shortagé.)"

The Defense introduces or offers into evidence this
Defense Exhibit Y.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Are there other comments or other
items which the Prosecution invites to our attention?

MAJOR KERR: No, sir.
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. GENERAL REYNQLDS: The document is accepted by the
Commission for.such probative value as it shall be held to
possess..

(Defense Exhibit Y for identi-
fication is received in
v evidence.)

.CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you mark this as the next

exhibit?

(A document was marked Defense
Exhibit 2 for identificetion.)

Q (By Captain Sandberg) I shéw you Defense Exhibit 2,
a bulletin from "fllied Translator and Interpreter Section,.
Southwest Pacific Area, Bulletin No. 1795, dated 24
February 45," and ask you if that is an official extract from
that bulletin? |
A Yes, it is.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the witness
is invited to subdivision 1:

"In view of the change in the general war
situation, thé Area Army will quickly strengthen its control
of locally grown rice.

"2, The éroup (HEIDAN) will supervise the
nearest PI Rice Control Cooperation Groups of tﬂé Cabanatuan
Branch, Baliugg Bfanch, TarlaciBranch.and other branch
offices concerned, and over and above the provisions of
GEKI Opn. Order D-40, the Group (HEIDAN) will actively
take the responsibility for transporting, storing and con-
trolling the purchased rice (or unhulled rice) and will
endeavor to obtain the preestimated amount of rice to be

purchased in the following provinces."
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The attention of gﬁe witness is invited to’the para-
graph beginning: "Instructions by C of S.

k. ™ ‘The following points will be observed in
encouraging and assisting harvesting: .

"a. Forced labor for the rice harvest and
‘éubmission of crop: :

A "In vicw of the recent guerrilla situation, when
there is fear that the rice cannot be reaped in time,
farmers will be employed in forced labor for the rice harvest.

"p. Spéedy submission of crop:

"The rice is harvested from November‘to April of
the follqwing year., However, in view of the present sitéa-
tion, the rice will be reaped by the end of year as much as
possible. The estimated amount of rice must be produced by
January at the latest. Close co-operation will be maintained
with the Co-operation Group to encourage turning over of
rice.

"c. Prevention of flow of rice into bandits'
hands or 1nt§ cities:

"Movement of bandits and harvest conditions must
be watched., Mopping up of bandits will be earried out at
proper time to protect the villagers. Inspection posts will‘
be established a2long the important roads. Exchanges of
information with the Co-operative Groups is éoqsidered
important."

Do these represent accurate extracts from Exhibit 2%
A Yes, they do. “'
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The Defense offers in evidence

Exhibit Z.
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MAJOR KERR: No objection and no comments.

GENERAL REfNOLBS: There aré other very important
statements in this document. There seems to be something
out of order here. ; .

, tNueva Ecija - Unhulled rice: 4,200,000 sacks,"
is that correct?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 117,600 tons weight when polished,
is that correct? ‘

THE WITNESS: ~Yes.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The copy I have has the figure’
four, and then a comma, then the figure two and followed
by five zeros.

THE WITNESS: That is correct, sir; in the original
publication it is 4,200,000 sacks of unhulled rice.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: “Bulaecan - Unhulled rice: 700,000
sacks, weight when pqlished: 19,000 tons;\

| "Tariac - Unhulled rice: 1,050,000 sacks, weight
when polished: 29,500 tons." .

MAJOR KERR: I wonder if the second province named
in the second paragraph, whether that isn't misspelled?

It is spelled here as "B-u-l-c-a-n." It should be
"B-u-l-a-c-a-n."

GENERAL REYNOIDS: All right. Now, which copy are
you introducing to the Commission? The copy which contains
these errors, are you introducing that, or the original or
a corrected copy? i ‘

CAPTAIN SANDBEFG: We have introduced into evidence
a certified copy and ask that this correction be noted on
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~ that copy.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There is no certificate on the
copy for the Coﬁmission.

THE WITNESS: I was vouching for the extracts that
the Defense read, not what was not read. .

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The Defense is offering only such
portion§ of this exhibit as have been read b& the witness.

MAJOR KERR: Did I understand Defense Counsel correctly,

that he is offering into evidence only those portions of

these three sheets, as he has read, or are you offering into
evidence the entire three sheets? | ¢

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I am offering into evidence only
those portions which the witness can identify, which is the
entire three sheets.

MAJOR KERR: The entire three sheets?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is correct.

"INTRAL REYNOLDS: There is much other valuable in-
formation on this documént other than the excerpts read. If
the Defense wishes to offer the entire document, corrected

and duly certified as a true copy, it will be accepted but in

its prcsent form as handed to the Commission there are only

three typewritten sheets unsigned with obvious serious
errors. A

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The original copy which has béen
introduced into evidence, which has been given to the
reporter, has been certified. :

GENERAL REYNOIDS: All right, the document is accepted
by the Commission for such probative value, if any, as it

shall be held to possess.
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(Defense Exhibit 2 fer identi-
fication was received in
; evidence.)
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness.
MAJOR KERR: No questions.

(Witness excused)
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AKIRA MUTO >
recalled as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been
previously duly sworn, was'e;amineh and testified as follows
through Interpreters Major Boardman, Lieutenant Asano and
" Technician Fourth Grade Yorioka:

_ MAJOR KERR: You have testified in this proceeding
prior to, today, have you not?
THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.
| MAJOR KERR: General Muto, I remind you that you are
still under oath. ' .
THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) What is your name?

A Akira Muto.

Q And you testified in this proceeding before?

A (Through Interpreter Yorioka) Yes, I did,
(A diagram showing chain of
command was marked Defense -
Exhibit AA for identification.)

Q (By Captain Reel) I show you Defense Exhibit AA,

marked for identification as AA, and ask you if this is a
‘diagram of the command system in the Philippine Islands .
during the Luzon campaign, 1945, showing changes that were
made after General Yamashita's arrival in October, 1944.
INTERPRETER YORIOKA: Wili you repeat the question,
please?
(Question read,) _
A (Through Interpreter Yorioka) This is a diagram
showing the chain of command of General Yamashita after

January, 1945.
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Q (By Captain Reel) Was this diagram made from a small-
sized plan that you drew up? '

A Yes, this is an enlargement of the plan I drew from

" my memory. , "

Q ] And is this an acéurate representation of your recdrded

T recolleétion of General Yamashita's chain of command after

1 January 19457
A Yes, it is. .

CAPTAIN REEL: The Defense offers this plan and would
like to post it over here, sir (indicating).

MAJOR KERR: 8Sir, before that is admitted in evidence
the Prosecution requests it have an opportunity to study it.
We may desire that this witness be recalled to the stand
at a later time for croSs examination. Of course, this is
the first time we have seen it, and we have had no oppor-
tunity qhatsoever to study it.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Have you made arrangements for
photostating it?

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we will have it photostated, as
well as the other plan, before the completion of this trial.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There will be a recess for approxi--.
mately ten minutes.

(Short recess.)

- GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed,

CAPTAIN REEL: I believe the last thing of record,
sir, was the offer of this exhibit.

. GENERAL REYNOIDS: Are there comments by the Prosecu-
tion? '
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MAJOR KERR: Yes, sir.’ There are a number of items

on that proffered exhibit which are not clear. I suggest
it be cleared up before it 1s accepted in evidence. .
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document will be accepted by
~the, Commission for such probative value, if any, as it
shall be.héld to possess. But if there are unclear parts
of it, the Commission asks Defense to amend it later; and
if there are matters to which the Prosecution wishes to
object, either now or at a later time, the Commission will
“entertain them. .
The status of therdocument, however, is that it is
accepted for such probative value, if any, as it shall be
held to possess.
(Defense Exhibit AA for identi-
fieation was received in
evidence.)
CAPTAIN REEL: Now, may we have the Commission's per-
mission to post the document on this side (indicating)?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: - Very well.
CAPTAIN REEL: It will be necessary in the testimony
of future witnesses to refer to both of these diagrams.
GENERAL REYNOLDS:! The Commission grants the authority
to post it as you desire at this time, but in order to
make it easy to follow we would like to have arrangements.
made so that they can be posted. side by side for ready
reference. | |
CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. |
GENERAL DONOVAN: I should like to ask the signifi-
cance of that blue line, whether that is to emphasize the
chaiﬁ; or what is the significance of that color?
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CAPTAIN REEL: I will ask the witness, sir.
Q . (By Captain Reel) Will you explain; General Muto,
the significance of the blue line? |

GENERAL DONOVAN: Rather than the biaok.
Q (By Captain Reel) Rather than the black line? |
A" . (Through Interpreter Asano) The blue line indicates
a chain of command from the Imperial Headquarters to the
Southern Army, and then to the 14th Army group.
Q Is the line blue rather than black, for purposes of
emphasis of that original chain of command from General
Yamashita on up? | ’

GENERAL DONOVAN: Why is the line blue rather than
black?

CAPTAIN REEL: That is what I am ;sking him.

Will you read the question, please?

(Question read.) v i
A Yes, it indicates the original chain of command.

CAPTAIN REEL: Is that satisfactory, sir?

One further question: ‘
Q (By Captain Reel) General Muto, this red arrow
pointing to the division between Imperial Géneral Head=-
quarters and 14th Area Army; to what does that have
reference? _
A That red arrow indicates the following matter:
On August 30,1945, prior to surrender, the 1l4th Area
Army came under the direct command of the Japangée
Imperial Headquarters.
Q But prior to 30 August, 1945, there was no direct
connection between the 1l4th Area Army and Imperiai
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General Headquartérs, is that right?
A Yes; it is so.

' CAPTAIN REEL: We have no further questions.

CROSS EXAMINATION
MAJOR KERR: Will you ask the'Genefal to face the g

chart? '
Q (By Major Kerr) I call your attention to the
rectangle on this chart marked Defense Exhibit AA, which
1s headed "Sinbu Shudan." Is that the same as the Shimbu
Shudan, S-h=i-meb-u?
A - (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes, it is. .
Q And the "Sinbu Shudan", then, refers to the organiza- ~
tion commanded by General Yokoyama; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q This diagram, Defense Exhibit AA, represents the
situation as of what date? |
A It indicates the situation from Jamuary of this year

until surrender.

Q Is that January 1, 19457
A Yes. '
Q I cali your attention to the rectangle bearing the

letters and figure "3 K. F.", and ask what the letters
"K. F." stand for.

 INTERPRETER ASANO: He refers to that as Manila
Base Unit, Naval Base Unit, and it should be "31", I be-

lieve he saﬁs.

Q (By Major Kerr) The figure "3", then, is an error?®
A (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes, it is.
Q Are there other errors on th}s diagram?
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A I believe not.

Q Referring now to fhe rectangle bearing the words
"Ken Bu Shudan", I ask what that represents?

A ' That refers to the unit that was in the hills west
of Clark Field.

Q  How many men are included in that unit?

A Approximately 40,000.

Q How many of those are naval forces?

A Naval unit and army unit were approximately the same
number.

Q “And all of those forces, army and navy, were under
the command of the 14th Army group as of January 1, 1945%
A I did not mean to say that this all took effect as
of January 1, but it indicates the changes that took place
after January lst.

Q When did the army and navy foreces represented by
"Ken Bu Shudan" come under the command of the 1l4th Army
group? .

A Before Jamuary 8th, just before the landing of
American forces at Liﬁgayan. _

Q "Gun Choku Hei Dan"; how Qany forces or navy

troops are included in that? '

A . No, thefe aren't any included in that,

Q Does not this part of the chart (indicating) show
"remnants, Maritime TrahSport"? ,

A Yes, it is included. That is the Army Maritiﬁe
Transport troops.

Q- Referr}ng now to the rectangle bearing the

figures and letters "14 AG", is that otherwise known as
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14th Area Army? 3

A Yes, it is. ‘

Q So_there is no difference between the so-called 14th
Army Group and the 14th Area Army?

| A , The content represents the same army group. However,
in army symbbls, Japanese army symbols, the army group is
represented by "AG".

Q Where is the 4th Air Army represented on this chart?
A After the 4th Air Army came under the command of
14th Army Group, its headquarters was immediately trans-
ferred to Formosa, and there it disbanded. However, tﬁe
4th Air Division remained under our command,

Q What is the significance of the red outlining (in-
dicating)?

A The red line indicates requirement for explanation,
regarding the change of command. '

Q This chart shows the Noguchi unit to have.come
under the Iwabuchi Detachment after February 4, 1945.
Should not that date be Jamary?

A Order was issued to the Noguchi unit as to the
effect that it will come-under the command of the Iwabuchi
unit as of the first part of February. -

MAJOR KERR: That is all.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There are additional bits of
information the Commission will need, to understand this
chart. -

In prolongation of the block "14 AG" or army grqﬁp,
-there is a statement "Troops under direct' command of

General Yamashita", and an arrow pointing up to the next
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block. Is the witness saying by this diagram that the
other components of his force were not under his command
at all, or not under his direct command, or some other
kind of command. That is to say, the statement "Troops
under the direct command of General Yamashita" might be
interpreted as nullifying all other portions of the chart.
Will Prosecution explore the situation?
Q  (By Major Kerr) What is the distinction between the
command of the 14th Army group over the Gun Choku Hei Dan,
and the command of that group over the Shimbu Shudan?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) As for commander of ~
Shimbu Hei Dan, which includes various units, there was
Lieutenant General Yokoyama as his commander. However,
in the Gun Choku Hei Dan, the subordinate units were under

the direct command of l4th Army Group commander, Ge§3ra1
Yamashita. g

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the witness mean that the
19th Division, 10th Division, 23rd Division, and so forth,
reported directly to Genefal Yamashita without passing
througﬁ a corps headquarters?

INTERPRETER ASANO: Shall I ask him?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes. ;

THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes, it
is so. ' R

GENERAL REINOLDS:_ One other question: Where is
the military poli;e on the chart, or; if not on the chart,
where would it be placed? -

(The question being translated to the witness by
Interpreter Asano, the witness indicated on Defense
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Exhibit AA.) 7
GENERAL REYNOIDS: A part of the commnication

troops and\misceilaneous units reﬁorting directly to

Geﬂepal‘Yamashita? Ask him if that is correct.

| THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes.

Q (By Major Kerr) What unifs are inciuded in the te?m

"and others" appearing under the "Gun Choku Hei Dan"?

A (Through Interpreter Asano) That refers to M. P.

units and communication units, and so forth.

Q What do you méan by "and so forth"?

A I cannot recall at present.

Q It does include some of the Maritime Transport

troops, is that correct?

A The Maritime troops were eventually disbanded and

were used as replacements,

Q When were they disbanded?

A They were disbanded successively, agd the only unit

that remained was at Aparri.

Q When were all of them disbanded?
A About July.
Q When did the Martime Transport troops come under

Yamashita's command? -

A The change took place from the middle of January
to middle of Fébruary. |
Q19457

A Yes.

Q What do the words "and others", relating to Sinbu
Shudan, include? )

A Detachment of M. P.'s and communication troops
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attached to Shimbu Shudan. A correction: It was line of
communications troops. ‘ :
Q The chart refers to the Noguchi unit as a "small
force." What was, the size of that force? o
A The strength of Noguchi unit was about fifteen to
‘sixteen hundred. Therefore, I refer to it as a small unit..
Q Those were army troops?
A Yes. _
Q Referring to the "Kobayashi Heidan" under the '"Shimbu
- Shudan," is that the unit commanded by Lieutenant General
Kobayashi?
A Yes.

MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We will wish to have information
as to the meaning of the dotted line which extends from
"Sinbu Shudan" down to the "Iwabuchi Detachment," and an
explanation of the arrow and statement after "January 6,
1945."

Q (By Major Kerr) Referring to the dotted line extend-
ing from "Siribu Shudan" down to "Iwabuchi Detachment", what
does that rebresent?

A That dotted line refers to the chain of command

after January 6, 1945. That indicates that operational
command came under Shimbu'Shudan.

Q As of January 6, 19457

A Yes.‘

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission understands that
January 6, 1945, is advanced by the witness as the date
command control of the Iwabuchi Detachment became effective.
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It may be, however, that the witness is-saying that his

orders from higher authority placed the Iwabuchi Detﬁch-
ment under army control on that date. We would like that
explored. ) :

Q  (By Major Kerr) When did orders from higher author-
.1ty place the Iwabuchi Detachment under Shimbu Shudan;
as of what date? A |
A As of January 6th. ‘;

Q The only reason,>then, why this line is a broken line

rather than a solid line, is that this applied only on and
after Jamuary 6th, is that correct?
A -~ Yes. |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Now, let us return again to the
statement "Troops under direct command of General Yamashita,"
It has been explained that the units out to the right of '
the statement reported direct to General Yamashifa's
headquarters., By'inference, then, the Sinbu Shudan -may
have had some other form of control, and we would like to
know whether or not the commanding general of Sinbu Shudan

did or d4id not report directly to General Yamashita.

% 3413



Q (By Major Kerr) Did the commander of the 8th Division -
; shéwn as part of Shimbu Shudan report directly to General
Yamashita?
A (Through Interpreter Asanoy' No, no. He had to go -
through Shimbu Army Group. '
Q Is this correct: The units shown as a part of Shimbu
Shudan followed a chain of command going up f:om each of
those units to Commanding General Shimbu Shudan to Comman-
ding General 14th Army.croup?
A Yes, The subordinate units had to go through Shimbu
Shudan and the necessary matters were then transmitted to il
the 14th Army Group.
Q Whereas the units shown as a part of the Gun Choku
Hel Dan reported directly to General Yamashita and the
chain of command was directly from them to Yamashita?
A Yes. _
Q °  One further question: ~ Is the word "Sinbu" used
in the term "Sinbu Shudan" or is that a synonym of "Shimbu?
A Yes. It is "Shimbu Heidan". However, alphabetical
expressioﬂ of'Japanese words aren't coordinated and they may
use "Shimbu" or "Heidan". )

'MAJOR BOARDMAN: The Interpreter would like to make
. a-report at this point.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. 2

MAJOR BOARDMAN: There was a systgm of Hepburn system
of Romanization whereby this would be spelled "S-h-i-m-b-u'.
Fairly recently the Japanese government by official order
put out an official system which introduced certain changes.
This shows up in this particular word-whereby "S" here stands
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for "S-h-" in the ﬁepburn system, The Hepburn system
follows English phonetics more closely than the Japanese
Impefial system, .

GENERAL REYNOLDS: And the word 1s pronounced "Shimbu*
without regard? '

MAJOR BOARDMAN: That's right.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will the Chief Interpreter now
explain to us the difference between the meaning of the
term "Shudan' and "Heidan", ‘

“MAJOR BOARDMAN: That, sir, is not a difference
occasioned by a change in the Romanization system; : The
two’terms in my experience have been used fairly loosely. it
"Heldan"' generally a smaller group, sometimes used even
for a division but more often for a unit slightly larger
than a division, The "Shudan" is apt to be used for a
group approximéting our corps or of about that size., That
is according to my experience with Japanese documents.

' GENERAL DONOVAN: I should like to ask a question.

Whaﬁ headquarters planned the Luzon campaign of.1945?

(Translated by Interpreter Asano)

THE WIiNESS: Headquarters 14th Army Group.

GENERAL DONOVAN: Did the 1l4th A;my Group have direct
contact with Tokyo by radio or otherwise?

| THE WITNESS: Yes. There was wireless communica-
tion, _ -

GENFRAL REYNOLDS: No further questions.

MAJOR KERR: Sir, one additional quéétion.

Q (By Major Kerr) How large was the Sho Shudan?
A At the beginning of the Leyte campaign when American
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forces landed there were approximately a hundred thousand
troop; in Leyte and we sent 50,000 reinforcements, However,
I do not know how much casualties were sustained by those
units, so I did not put down~fhe detailed strength of the
unit, o i :
Q As of January 1 the Sho Shudan was made up of the
remnants on Leyte of 150,000 troops; is that correct?
A The 35th Army was responsible in defense of the fol-
lowing afea: Mindinaoj Visayas; Samar; Leyte, and all the
troops were not concentrated in Leyte;
 Q How many troops aitogether are represen%ed by this
chart?

/‘.

(Translated by Interpreter Asano)

MAJOR KERR: Withdraw th2t question, please.
Q (By Majbr Kerr) How many troops altogether are re=-
presented by the portion of this chart showing the troops
under the 14th Army Group; in other words, including the
‘i4th Army Group and all detachments and troops thereunder?
A If the units were intact there should have been 350;000.

- However,.casualties were sustained., Therefore I do not know,

Q - Does the prisoner-of-war organization appear on this
chart? \

A ' Yes.

Q Where?

A When General Yamashita moved his headquarters to

Baguio last January the prisoner-of-war camp and civilian
intefnee camp at Los Banos and Manila came under the super-"
vision of commanding of ficer of Shimbu Shudan,

Q - How about the other prisoner-of—waf and internee camps?
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A The only remaining~cam§ was at Cabanatuan and it came
under the supervision of 10th Division commander.
Q How about old Bilibid in Manila?
A 01d Bilibid was undqr the supervision of Shimbu Shuéan.

'MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir, : '

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, I have a number‘of matters to
stfaighten out,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

= REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) General Muto, you testified that
this marking of "3", 3rd South, Dispatched fleet, was in
error, that it should have been "31", I.call your atten-
tion to the Iwabuchi Detachment which is the 31st Base
Force and ask you whether you were not mistaken and this is
the 3rd South Dispatched Fleet correctly marked.
A That was my error, I was confused as to 31lst Base
Force, which is Iwabuchi Detachment, and the 3ré South
Dispatched Fleet, ’
Q And in so far as those numbers are concerned there 1is
no error on that chart; is that correct?
A No. '
Q A question was asked about the dotted line running
from Shimbu Shudan to Iwabuchi Detachment as distinguished
from solid lines running from the 14th Army Groﬁp to 35th
Army, Shimbu Shudan; and so forth, Was there a difference
in the type of control or command exercised by Shimbu Shudan
over the Iwabuchi Detachment4as compared with the type of
control or command exercised by the 1l4th Army Group over

35th Army, Shimbu Shudan, and so forth?
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' You had better have that read back.

: (Questioh read) -
A The dark line indicates a'complete control over the
units. However, the dotted line indicates a partial control.
oﬁer the unit and in case qt a dotted line the unit above
. has no contrbl over discipline, training or personnel affairs.
In referring to the Ken Bu Shudan where Army troops and
Naval troops were operating together, the same thing applies
as of Iwabuchi Detachment, whereas the immediate commander
did not have any control over discipline, training and per-
sonnel of the Naval force in Ken Bu Shudan,
Q And, as indicated on the chart, dosd the dotted 1ine
running from Shimbu Shudan, Iwabuchi indicate command for
tactical control only,for land operations only transferred
to Army 6 January 1945% !
A It is so. \
Q ~ One mo}e matter, You testified that there was direct
wireless connection between 14th Army Group and Tokyo. Was
there also direct wire connection between 14th Apmy Group
and Supreme Southern Command in Saigon? j
A ‘ Yes. Whgt I referred to awhile ago as to the. commu-
nication between Tokyo and our headquarters was that there
was merely a wireless cdmhunication availablg. However,
all matters pertaining to command functions had to go through
Saigon, then to Tokyo. Therefore we always maintained wire=-
less communication with Southern Army Headquarters at Saigon.
Q And was the same thing true in reverse, that is, orders
from Tokyo to you? '
A Yes,
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MAJOR KERﬁ:. Qné more question, sir.
RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Major Kerr) This Noguchi unit was directly under
Shimbu Shudan, was it not? ;
A Aftér February when Noguchi unit came under the command
of Iwabuchi Detachment it had to go through Shimbu Shudan.
Q Did that apply even when combat was not in progress?
A Not until after February the 4th, the 4th of February
of this year. ' s
- Q After February 4th, this year, was the Noguchi unit
directly under Shimbu Shudan for any purpose at all?
A After the 4th of February, this year, Noguchi unit
never did come under the direct command of Shimbu Shudan,
It was under the command of the Iwabuchi Detachment,
Q Was the Iwabuchi Detachment responsible for the disf
cipline of the Noguchi unit after February 4th?
A After 4th of February this year in reference to dis=
cipline, and so forth, that does not pertain to oﬁerational
matters, they received order from Kobayashi Heidan,which was

in charge of Manila defense.

Q That is, this organization up here (indicating) was
a part of Shimbu Shudan?

A Yes. ' '

Q Then there was a connection between Shimbu Shudan and

Noguchi unit after February {th?
INTERPRETFR ASANO: Will you read the question?
(Question. read)
A Yes. There was a connection through Iwabuchi Detach-AG
ment and Shimbu Shudan,
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Q (By Major Kerr) Now let me get this straight. You

are saying now that after February 4, 1945 fhe only connec-
tion between the Noguéhi unit and Shimbu Shudan was through
Iwabuchi; is that correct? _

' CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we object to the question in that
it misstates the testimony completely. The testimony was
Quite to the contrary.

MAJOR KERR: I suggest the feporter read this witness'!
last previous answer. ‘

CAPTAIN REEL: That is satisfactory.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The reporter will read the last
previous answer'g%ven by the witness., =

(The questiéh and answer referred to were read by the
reporfer as follows:

"Q Then there was a connection between Shimbu Shudan
and Noguchi unit after February 4th?

A Yes.\ There was a connection through Iwabuchi-
Detachment and Shimbu Shudan".)

MAJOR KERR: Exactly!

CAPTAIN REEL: The previous question and answer, He
says therﬁ ygs a cqpnection, it is true, bux.thé previoﬁs
qusstion‘and answer has a different connotation.

MAJOR KERR: In view bf-the previous testimony what is
the objection to the question? :

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission feels that counsel
is quite out of order based on the answer to the last ques-
tion., It is a confusing thing and the Commission will re-
ceive additional information. In fact, there is additiomal

information the Commission will ask. But the last question

-
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asked by the Prosecéior is clearly proper invview bf the
answer given to the preceding question.
' You may prbceed.
MAJOR KERR: I simply want, sir; to tie this witness
down to some definite testimony so that ﬁe cannot squirm out

of it later, I am sure that the Commission wants to know

- what are the facts. That is all I 'am trying to adduce.

CAPTAIN REEL: 8Sir, we ask that that last statement be
stricken from the record. '

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution is quite out of
order and it will be stricken from the record.

v

MAJOR KERR: May we have the question put to the wit- _—

ness? -

(Pending question read)

A No. In matters pertaining to discipline the comman-
ding officer of Kabayashi Qgidan was in charge,
( GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will now interrupt.

There is a possibility that the confusion results in
a misunderstanding of the term "responsibility for discipline".
Let us inquire along this channel:

One responsibility would be that discipline was main-
tained. Surely the witness does not wish to state that a
commander is not responsible that discipline is maintained
within the units reporting to him. But it might well be

that he means "responsibiiity for the procedures or the

- mechanics by which discipline is maintained".  That would

be quite logical, because the Naval force would be governed
by Naval regulations as to the maintenance of discipline
and the Army force would be governed by regulations provided
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for the Army.
So there is a real difference in the meaning: respon-
: sibility that discipline is maintained, and responsible for
the procedures or mechanics of carrying it out,

Think that over, The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes. :

(Short recess)
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GENERZL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
You may proceed.
Q (By Major Kerr) I believe you said that after
Februery- 4, 1945, the Noguqhi unit was under the.Iwabuchi
Detachment, part of the Iwabuchi Detachment.
2 (Through Interpreter Yajima) Was under the command
of the Iwabuchi Detachment.

Q But that was for land combet purposes only?
A . It was only for land combet.
Q  And that the tactical command over the Noguchi unit

was with the Iwabuchi Detachment with respect to combat

v

only?

e
A Yes.,
Q What do you mean by "tactical control" as between the
Iwabuchi Detachment and the Noguchi unit?
A 'Regarding the tactical command of combat it was a
command to advance or retreat or to occupy a certain
place.
Q Did it include where to fight and how to fight and
whom to fight?
A‘ ' Yes, it was 1nciuded.
Q You said that after February 4th, control over

~ command over the Noguchi unit, so far as discipline was

concerned, was under the Kobayashi Heidan, a part of the
Shimbu Shudan? |

-~

A Yes.

Q What matters would come under the term "discipline,"
as you have used it, during combat of the Noguchi unit?
A It is just ordinary discipline.
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Q What do you mean by "qrdinary'discipline"?

A The discipline, military discipline in general is the
same all over, that is what I mean.

Q  For instance, the matter of wearing the uniform, the
method of wearing the uniform, that would still be con-
trolled by Kobayashi Heidan, so far &s the Noguchi unit
was concefned?

A Yes. :

Q And the discipline as between officers and men would
be controlléd, then, by the parent organization?

A . Yes, : v

* If during combat, after February 4th, one -6T more
men of the Noguchi unit turned and ran, what could
Iwabuchi do about it?

A The Iwabuchi Detachment commander was to make a
report of this fact to the commander of the Kobayashi
Heidan. However, the Iwabuchi Detachment cannot try Army

personnel in a naval court-martial,

Q Could not Iwabuchi order that man to turn around
.~ and fight? |
A Legally not. However, as an officer he has the

authority to order him td‘go back and fight.

Q What if he disobeys that order?

A That fact is reported to the commander of the
Kobayashi Heidaﬁ, and the Kobayashi Heidan commander will
aét accordingly. . .

Q What if this Noguchi uﬁit man strikes an officer of

Iwabuchi?
A That fact must be reported to the commander at the

.
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Kobayashi Heidan immegiately and take necessafy.action.

Q You mean to say that there is nothing Iwabuchi him-
_self could do about it except to report it?

A- Yes., .

Q : What if Iwabuchi ordered the Noguchi unit to attack
a~cértain enemy position, but instead that unit disobeys
that order and attacks another position?

A A report’is made to the Kobayashi Heidan and necessary

actions are taken.

Q There is nothing that Iwabuchi could do at that time
and place immediately? y

A Yes; nothing can be done about that.

Q If this Noguchi unit having been ordered to attack

or hold a certain position abandons that mission and in-
stead stops to pillage or to loot some building in that
area, 1s there anything that Iwabuchi could do about it
then and there?

A The commander of the Iwabuchl Detachment can tell the
man of the Iwabuchi unit not to do those things, but since
he has no authority to take any action, that fact must be
reported to the Kobayashi Heidan. ‘

Q What would Kobayashi Heidan then do "about it?

A Kobayashi Heidan will take the necessary action. -
 E What action?

A They are brought before a court-marfial for in-
subordination. | . )
Q Then that is the only affirmative action that can be

taken in combat with respect to disobedience of a combat

order?
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_There is no other way besides that.
"ould Kobayashi Heidan report that to Shimbu Shudan?
They do report it. i

O P> O »

And in a serious 'case would the Shimbu Shudan report

that to the higher commander?

W The commander of the Shimbu Shudan, after trying these

cases in a military court, will make a report to the 1l4th

Army group. ~ ! L.
Q. - Now, let's take the relationship between Shimbu Shudan
and the Iwabuchi Detéchment. Assuming that you had come -
down ihto Manila after JanuP;y 6, 1945,_ggd during combat
operations of the Iwabuchi Detachment -- I will withdraw

the question. .

Then you want the Commission to understand that even
in combat the unit commaender who commands an attached unit
has absolutely.no authority or control over that attached
unit, is that correct?

A In case of an Army unit there is a so-called chain
of commend. FHowever, in the Japanese Army there is the
combined Navy and Army units, and in such cases the Navy
does not have any-complete authority over the Army sub-
6rdinates, and vice-versa. -

Q We understand that. But what you have told us
améunts in effectlto this, does iﬁ»not: that if one unit
of the Army is under the command of a Navy man, or vice-
versa, the commanding'officer has no means of enforcing

his command?
A He has no authority to command the obedience of

such order, but he had authority to advise on such matters.
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Q Why were Army and Navy units combined under one
commander in the defense of Manila?

A "It is more convenient to control the men under one
gommander. :
Q How can one commander control one unit if he can

merely advise'units only in his own branch? ‘ _
A In my opinion I think the battle of Manila haS«shown
the possibility of one commander to have the guxhoriéy ;6
punish -- to give punishment -- without the authority to
punish, educate, or to be in charge of personnel.

MAJOR KERR: Will you read that answer back?

(Answer read.) -

MAJOR KERR: I suggest the Interpreter strike that
and give it again.

Will you read the question?

(Question read,)

MAJOR KERR: With@raw the question.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That isn't necessary. The meaning
of the witness is quite clear. He is only pointing out
difficulties faced by commanders when units of both the
Ar@y and Navy are placed under his control.

MAJOR KERR: Then the question and answer will staid?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question and answer will
stand unless there 1s objection by the Defense.

CAPTAIN REEL: There is no objection if the Inter-
preter understood the answer and so gave it.

Q “(By Major Kerr) If the commanding officer of the
Iwabuchl Detachment saw, during combat, a man or mé&n of

the Noguchi unit committing some wrongful act, such as
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looting or killing civilians wrongfully, could that

Iwabuchl commander order the arrest of those men?

A He can stop andlarrest them but he cannot punish them.
Q He cin,‘however, put them under arrest?

A Yes. ; ; p

Q Is it his duty to do so?

A It is an authority given to an officer.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts. We

have a few questions. \
EXAMINATION ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION

Q (By General Reynolds) Could the Military Police of
the Japanese Army arrest and confine a m;;;er of the
Japanese Navy?
A Yes; theuxempei Tai has the authority to do it.
4 Now, General Muto, let us attack this from a some-
what different\approach to see if we cannot gain a clear
understanding of your meaning. Let us assume that
General Yamashita gave you a specific combat mission.
Let us next assume that he provided you two military
forces with which to execute the mission. Let us next
assume that one belonged to the Army and one belonged to
the Navy. You tried to accqmplish your mission but
failed to do so. The reasbn you failed is because the
commander of the naval unit and his personnel refused to
carry out your orders, and even withdrew when you ordered
them to attack.

Do you clearly‘understand the imaginary course of
events?

(To the Interpreter) Ask him the question whether
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he understands cleérly this imaginary cdurse of events. ..
Whom.would General Yamashita hold responsible for

the feilure to execute the mission which he had ordered?

A He will recognize that as my responsibility:

Q Isn't thet an exact parallel to the sitﬁation in

Manila, the commanding éeneral of the Shimbu force wﬁs

given a mission; he was provided with Army and Navy forces.

Discipline broke down, He was unable to control the naval - .

forces in all particulars-and was not the commanding
general of the Shimbu group the person responsible ;p
General Yamashita? 7

INTERPRETER YAJIMA: Will ygg‘fead the question?

(Question read)

A What I am trying to convey is the responsibility
as a commander and the accomplishment of the mission.
However, the commander has -- however, the responsibility
of individual crimes or discipline is a different story.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is he now saying that the com-
mander is responsible for the maintenance of discipline?

INTERPRETER YAJIMA: He has.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: But that the mechanics or pro-
cedures or channels‘may pass through either Army or Navy
hands as the case may be? : .

THE WITNESS: In case of a Navy it goes through

Vchannels through the Navy; in case of the Army it goes
through channq;ﬁ through the Army. :

Q (By General Reynolds) But the commander, whether
Army or Navy, is responsible that discipline is maintained?
A Fe is,suﬁject to administrative reprihénd, but is
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not sqbdect to criminal arrest, criminaltpunishment.
l GENERAL REVNOIDS: Very well, we will leave the
subject, : '

I would like to ask General Muto a few questions of
a general nature for backgrouhd purposes. "

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, may I ask
that the last question by the Commission be addressed to
this witness again? I believe there is some question of
interpretation. '

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The last question to which the
"witness has already answered? ,

L

MAJOR KERR: Yes.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: fre you ready to translate what
I said?

INTERPRETER YAJIMA: Yes, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read.the last question and the
-last answer.

(Record read by the reporter,)

GENFRAL REYNOLDS: Perhaps we should restate that
and be sure the witness understands the question, and
obtain a new answer. )

INTERPRETER YAJINA: Will you please read the ques-
tion égain?

' (Record again read by the ieporter.)

THE WITNESS: As a commander it is his authority --
it is his duty to supervise and instruct bis men. It is
the ssme in both Army and Navy regarding discipline.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. Now you can make the

statement to the witness that was made previously.
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INTER%RE?EB YAJTMA: Is 1t the previous statement,
sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes,

In Tokyo, is it correct, that there is a separate
War Ministry and a separate Navy Ministry?

THE WITNESS: Yes, that is- correct. :
Q (By General Reynolds) And are they in turn
responsible directl& to the head of the Government, the
War Ministry and Navy Ministry, are they responsible
directly to the head of the Government? |

INTERPRETER BOARDMAN: Do you mean the Emperor, or

the Premier? o

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Premier, S

THE WITNESS: They are in the Cabinet,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Now, in your other operations in
the Southwest Pacific, have you had occasions to use com-
bined Army and Navy forces under a single command?

THE WITNESS: I do not know the details, but it
seems that there were combined operations in various areas
in the South Pacific.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do you know of specific instances
in Japaheée operations, other than in'Luzon, where Navy
troops were placed under Army command? ‘

~ 'THE WITNESS: When I was a commander in Sumatra,
Divisional Commander in Sumatra, there was an occasion

-~

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do you recall whether the attack

where naval units were under my command.

against Java and Sumatra in 1942 was a" joint operation

under a single commander?
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THE WITNESS: It was a combined operation, but not

under the same commander.
' GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is the subject of combined opera-

tioﬁé taught extansively>1n the Japanese War College?

THE WITNESS: They are taught in general, but not in
detail,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess until
1:30 this afternoon.

(Whereupon, at 1140 hours, a recess was taken until
1330 hours, 27 November 1945.)

" @

, , of =7
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AFTERNOON SESSION

(The trial was resumed, pursuant to recess, at 1330
hours o)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.

MAJSh KERR: Sir, all the members of the Commission
are present, ihe Accused and Defense Counsel are present.

(The witness on the stand at the time of recess,
Akira Muto, resumed the stand,) g '; e

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Defense have further
questions to ask this witness?

CAPTAIN ?EEL: No questions.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Prosecution have further
questions to ask this witness? .

MAJOR KERR: No further questions, sir.

GENERAL REYNOIDS:" He is dismissed.

(Witness excused.)

MAJOR KERR: At this time, sir, the Prosecution
reqﬁests the chart which has been receivéd in evidence as
Defense Exhibit No. AA be stricken, for the reason that it
is demonstrably incomplete, inaccurate and misleading,
particularly with respect to the representation of the
Nﬁghchi unit.

Now, the testimony in this case shows that the Noguchi
unit is a part of the Kobayashi Heidan; therefore, it is
proﬁerly shown as a part of the Shimbu Shudan. Its
relationship to théhlwabuchi Detgchment is incidentél,
and if this system of designating command responsibility
or chain of command is to be employed it should appear
principally as a part of Shimbu Shudan, with a br;Len line

-
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in connection with Iwabuchi. This cﬁ;;; does not show the
Nogucﬁi unit as having any connection at all with the
Shimbu Shudan, and we submit that in that particular it is
incomplete, inaccurate and misleading.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there comments by the Defense?

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. Ve agree that the chart
~ has not been completed, but it is not inaccurate and it is
not at all misleading. The Noguchi'unit“;swpart of the
Kbbayashi Heidan; it is included wifhin fﬁﬁt term. We don't
think there is anything misleading or inaccurate about that
chart at all. .

We remind the Commission that the chart was prepafed
at the Commission's request, and we offered it in response
to that request of the Commission.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Considering phe chart in connec-
tion with the lengthy testimony given by General Muto, in
which a considerable number of points were explained at gre;t
length, the Commission feels that the chart is adequate
vfor the purpose intended., That purpose was to help clarify
in the minds of the members of the Commission the intricate
command channels within the Japanese armed forces after
- January 6, 1945,

" Hence, the exhibit is accepted by the Commission for -
such probative value, if any, as it shall be held to
possess. ;

Defense may proceed.

MAJOR KERR: Sir, is a photéstatic copy to be sub=-
stituted for the large chart? - | B

%

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. We will have photostatic
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copies of both of the charts.

JOHN D. RIDGE.
recalled as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been
previously duly sworn, was examined and testified further
as follows: ! : £

DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q ' (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state your name and -
rank, please? .
A John D. Ridgé, Major, Corps of Engineers.
Q And your present assignment?
A Chief, Philippine Island Section, G-2, GHQ, AFPAC.
Q You were sworn before thiﬁ;Cbmmission this morning,
and started your testimony at that time, is that correct?
A I was sworn last week,
Q Have you had an opportunity since this morning to
compare the exhibit marked for identification by Defenée
this morning, representing extréctg from the publicatioﬁ
"Guerrilla Resistance Mo&éments in the Philippines"?
A T have. |
Q, I Show you. the Defense Exhibit marked for identi-
fication this morning, and entitled "Guerrilla Resistance
Movements in the Philippines," and ask if that represents
a true extract from that publié;tion?
A It’is,almost completely a true extract. In this
copy I made a very few m{nor cqrrections in spelling and
tense, but the thought is identical to that in the book
to which you.have reference.
Q d am going to read from these extracts, and in an%
case where there is any difference in spelling or tense,

-
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will you so indicate? : ; : -

A Right. Z5YS

» GENERAL REYNOLDS: ' Rather than do that, after he
finishes let him indicate at that time any changes.

Do you propose to read the entire document? -

CAPTAIN SANDBERG§ No, sir, I do not.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission has studied the
document and is willing to have it read., How much of it
do you propose to read, approximately? K fourth or half,
or three-fourths? ' :

‘ CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I think, sir, it is about a third.

' GENERAL"REYNOLDS: Very well. Go ahead.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: (Reading from Defense Exhibit V
for identification.) On page 2:

"Following the disorgani;afiop of USAFFE during
the rapid Japanese advance and the USAFFE retreat into
Bataan, many unité and remnants of uni;éAbecamg isolated *
from their commands. These units and remnants became the
nuclei of guerrilla organizations that formed almost
immediately. Prior to USAFFE‘surrender in May 1942,
these guerrilla units harrassed enemy garrisons and
contained substantial enemy forces. Dwindling supplies
and Japanese policing which became more thorough as
occupation developed, decreased guerrilla activity. The
surrender of USAFFE accelerated the surrender of guer-
rilla units and dispersed the remainder. ' Most of the
dispersed units did not give up but formed underground
grougﬁ, many of which have lived on and are still active.

"Central Luzon in mid 1944 presented a picture of
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a number of organizations with considerable overlapping
in both area and personnel. By far the largest unit in
point of view of nbers 1s the Marking group. The main
operating area of this unit is located east of Manila,
but affiliated organizations extend throughout central
Luzon. If we may believe the reports of the Marking's,
Raﬁsey and the President Quezon's Own Guerrillas, there
are at least 300,000 guerrillas in the central Luzgd,areqé
This number of names may be on the rolls. It is, however,
certain that most of them live at home and are gnly
nominal supporters“of the guerrilla movement.
' "The history of guerriligg‘in other areas has shown
that the civil populace is organized to assist active
guerrilla units through planting and harvesting of food
crops, moving supplies, and acting as messengers and -
intelligence agents. The organizations now in Luzon are
, familiar with the pre-war Military District organization
and are attempting to conform to these pre-war boundaries.
No coordinated military district commands exist today;
recent arrivals of SWPA personnel will undoubtedly
clarify the present situation and promote more harmonious
relationships between the various guerrilla units.

"Hukbalaj;bé" --

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before you go on, can you identify
the time when this was prepared? Vas it prepared, for
- example, before the cessation of hostilities, or after?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Yes, sir. This document was pre-

pared prior to the Leyte operation. I might ask the witness

PR

for precise information as to the time and method of pre-

-
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paration.
~ GENERAL REYNOLDS: I wish you would.

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state, Major --
A The document was originally prepared to assist
plannings for operations against the various islands in
the Philippines group, and it was brought out in sections
as the islands became immediately of interest, and was
finally compiled in one book after the landing on Luzon.
But the parts dealing with Luzon and the other parts
quoted here were prepared prior to the landing at
Lingayan. v "/
Q And will you state; Major, what"Was the basis of
information for the preparation of this document?
A It was based on reports from guerrilla headquarters
from Southwest Pacific area personnel who actually pene=-
trated into the islands, and from, to some extent, cap-
tured Japaﬁese documents. \
Q And subsequent to the arrival of the American forces
in the Philippines, but prior to the preparation of the
volume, was any effort made to check and corroborate
those reports?
A Yes. 0£ course, all information was evaluated and
interpreted and collated and put into reasonable summary
- form of the situation, so far as we could confirm it.
Where there is any reasonable-doubt; the report does not
make positive statements.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That is sufficient. Go ahead.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: (Reading from Defense Exhibit V
for 1dentification@) "Hukbalajaps: The 'Hukbalajaps,! a

13438


http:immediately-.of

?

semi-political, semi-bandit organization centered in
Bulacan and Pampanga, in one of the largest and most
powerful guerrilla organizations in central Luzon. It
owes no allegiance to the U. S., the Philippine Common-
wealth, or Japan and has constituted a problem not only
to the Japanese but to loyal gﬁerrilla organizations and
intelligence néts. It will probably remain a difficult
problem during reoccupation and possibly afterwards.
Little definite information on the organization is avail-
able, and the following discussion must be regarded as
tentative. The frequent use of aliases by members of the
organization has contributed to the'confuézg;.

"'Hukbalajap' is a word coined from the initial
syllables of the Tagalog title of the organization, 'Hukboag
Bayan Laban sa Japon,' or 'People's Army to Fight the
Japs.' In Tarlac Province it has also been referred to
as the 'Paja,' sﬁort fga,'People's AntifJap Army.' The
individual members are often referred to as 'Huks.'

"The organization was founded at Mount Arayat in
Pampanga late in March 1942 by a group of intellectuals,
disgruntled politicians, and socialists and communists
in Pampanga. It is said to be modeled on Chinese communist
organizations, and it is probable that Chinese had a hand
in ¥he early orgahization. It claims to represent the
military phase of the United Front Party, a coalition of
socialist and communist elements, and early activities
were largely political, A 'NAJUF' (National Anti-Japanese
United Front) policy was proclaimed, and the organization

issued numerous manifestos proclaiming that their.objéctive
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was the est;ilishment of a democratic peoﬁle's state in
the :°hilippines after the war, free from all foreign

- dominstion and with representation for all. The Americans
were to be allowed to liberate the Phi{ippines, but were
then to be attacked if immediéte indepéndence was not -
granted. Political figures of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment were to be éccepted oniy in so far ss they could
furnish a government not dominated by USZ, Japan, or any
other foreign country, either politically.or commercially.
The Hukbalajap has.said in its manifestos that the right
of private property will be guaranteed in teir post-

war government, as well as freedom of speech, press; ol
assembly and residence.

"Although the Hukbalajap has maintained this propa-
ganda line to the present day, reports indicate that their
pélicy is definitely communistic and that their plans
include the establishment of a communistic government in
" the Phiiippines after the war, on the early Russian mbdel.
It is probable that there are also connections with
communistic elements in China.

-"Military activities are at present under the direc-
tion of Juan Feleo, also reporteé as a member of the
Military Committee with the rank of General; commanding
'ali Hukbalajap armed forces. He is the former President
of the Communist Party of the Philippines. During 1942
and 1943 attack's were made on Japanese rasilroad shipments,
garrisons, and convoys, and some disruption of the

Japanese supply line into Manila from the north was

achieved. The organization has cons;étently refused to
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cooperate‘with other guerrilla groups, and has been con-
sistently ruthless and viblent in its activities. They
early announced their intention of rightigg any other
~ guerrilla.groups they considered pro-Japanese, and soon
characterized the Marking and USFIP or USAFFE as such,
Conflicts with other guerrilla groups were frequent,
and by mid 1944 the Huks were actively fighting all fhgir
guerrilla neighbors. Ambush, arrogance, dece%t;and .§ B
treachery have mérked these conflicts. In the last twelve
months these anti-guerrilla activities have sharply in-

creased, and Have been extended to include all BC (Bureau
of Constabulary) units sugggcted of aiding other guerrilla
outfits, as well as puppet office holders, rich Filipinos,
and all others considered to be pro-American. Many of
these have been ambushed and murdered, particularly in
\Pampanga and Bulscan.. American pilots shot down over
their areas have been held, and at least one is reported
killed by the Hukbalajap. Robbery, plunder and indis-
criminate killing have correspondingly increased; the vic-
tims being civilians, guerrillas, Japanese, Americans,
Filipinos, office holders and puppets, without apparent
discrimintation.

"Sinée early 1944 there has been a lessening of
Hukbalajap attacks 6n Japanese installations,.and it has
several times been-reported that the Japanese are arming
the ﬁukbalajap, probably as a cheap means of combatting
the éuerrillas. It is known that high Japanese officials
visited Pedro Abad Santos, Hukbalajap leader, at .San

Fernando, Pampanga, in June 1944; and it is certain that
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the Japanese made no effort to interfere with Hukﬁgi;jap-
Constabulary conflicts in September and October 1944.
"Arms for the combat units have been obtained mostly
.from the battlefields of Bataan, and from looted Japanese
and Constagulary installap}ons and captured or killed
guerrillas., In November 1944, Hukbalajap armament was
‘reliably reported to be about 4 ,000 rifles, 500 automatic
rifles, 25 machine guns and miscellaneous side arms. ¥
Ammunition supplies have been consistently low- slnce 1942,
and are now believed to be not more than 60 rounds per gun.
In the Laguna units there are probably not more than 200
rifles. —
"Membership of the Hukbalajap was at first composed
largely of liberals and some communists, possibly with
a number of former members of labor unions., Total member— o
ship claimed has increased greatly in the last year, and
it is probable that the Hukbalajap now includes a large
proportion of the former members of the Sakdalista party
in central Luzon, as well as opportunist underworld
characters and a large proportion of ex-USAFFE men
forced to cooperate through necessity or through threats
'to‘the well-being of their families. For this reason,
and because the level of military training is uniformly
low, it is probable that Hukbalajap units will not
resist invading Amgrican troops, and may be of assistance.
However, some units under more strict control from the
command may .give trouble.
| Fil-American Irregular Troops (FIAT): In 1942

this group was in the mountains near. Antipolo, Rizal,
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under the lesdership of Col. Hugh Straughn, who was
attempting to unfit the command" -- (pause)

THE WITNESS: That should be "unite,"

CAPTAIN_SﬁﬂDBERG: _éContinuing) "=~ to unite the
command of the‘vhrious central-Luzon guerrillas. Subief
quent information has proven that Col. Straughn may
have almost succeeded in his purpose. His contacts
éxtended from central Luzon area of Bulcan and Pampanga
to the tip of Bicols with GOQ. Escudero and Maj. Sandico.
Almost all known organizations in central Luzon were at
one time or another working with him. He is said to
have becn responsible for the founding'of«ﬂiikings in
Rizal, tne Hunters in Cavite, and Quezon's Own Guer-
rillas in Laguna, Batangas and Tayabas. He assumed the

title Supreme Commander of the South Central Luzon Guer-

'rillas and was considered as such by the Japanese.

"Apparently some rift developed between the power-
ful Markings and the FAIT and Col. Straughn wes betrayed,
some say by leaders of the ﬂarkings Guerrillas, in August
1943. The coordination which he had established was lost
followirz his capture."

ﬂMarking\Gu;rrillas: The Marking Gueirillas were
founded in April 1942 and now claim to have contact
throughout central Luzon. It appears to be cne of the
largest single organizations on Luzon. “ome of the Fil-
Ameripan Irregular Troops near Manila united with the
Markings in May 1944,

"Thé stronghold of this group is in the Sierra
Madre Mountains in Risdl, .The leader of the group is

.
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Marcos Villa Agustin; but the backbone of the organiza=- -
tion is a woman known as Yay Panlillo, The identity of
Auguétin is not kﬂdwn. . Yay Panlillo is a newspaper

- reporter and she is reported as both pr;- and anti-
American.. e

"The group 1s reported by several ‘sources to be
unscrupulous in the procurement and character of 1#3 %
membership, and ruthless in its dealings. ?hés seg?eé'
to be particulérly true up to early 1944. It claims a
membership of 200,000‘but this figure is queried by the
source (considered fairly reliable) of the information.
One source reports the E;;Q total 5,000. Supplies have
been sent to the organization by Maj. Anderson and letters
were sent to SWPA via Anderson in August 1944, Anderson .
'believes the only objective of the group is the elimina-
tion of the common enemy and has reported nothing unfavor-
able concerning their.recent activities. g

"The headquarters, in Rizal, concerns itself with
troops, propaganda, enemy dispositions, ete. Luzon is
divided into three main areas which are semi-autonomous
go far as'operations are concerned.' -

And gt the bottom of that page:

"Pfesident Quezon's Own Guerrillas: This unit
operates in central Laguna, Batangas and western central
Tayabas under the control of Vicente Umali, former Mayor
of Tiaong, Tayabas. The Marking Guerrillas claim the
Pr;sident'Quezon's Own Guerrillas as an affiliate, but
thisvclaim is believed false. Nothing was known of the
President Quezon's Own Guerrillas until late 1943 when

.
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Lt. Primitive San Agustin vent to lMindanao to establish
contact with SWPA. A radio was sent from Mindanao and
contact has been maintained with the unit since June 1944,
The roster of the unit indicates that there mighé be as
many as 10,000 men in the organization, divided into 11 ‘
regiments. It is ver& likely that these persons are
generélly living at home and comprise the basis of
development when quipment is available. Many of the
members of the organization are Bataan veterans." o

And page 7, in the middle of the page:

"Col. M. M. Zabet Guerrilla Unit: The Campv»
Balintawak guerrilla group of AlbWAy is headed by self=-
styled Lt. Col, Montano M. Zabat, pre-war 1lst Lt.,
Traffic Officer of Albay and Sorsogon. Shortly after
the Japanese landings in Legaspi he reported to the
headquarters of the Philippine Constabulary in Manila,
they returned to Albay. |

"After the surrender on Bataan, he organized a
guerrilla unit in Albay with the assistance of former
Mayor Rempillo of Oas and Lt. Llenarizas, a former
Constabulary officer. Reports indicate that the acti-
vities of.ihe group in 1942-43 in raising funds and
supplies were indiseriminate and his reputation among
civilians none too savory. According to Gov. Escudero
he later weeded out bad elements in his group but his

reputation remained shady.

"In June 1944, Lapus attempted to force Molinas,
one of Zabat's leaders into leaving Sabat and joining |

his organization, with no success. In retaliation,
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. Zabat with 90 men on July 21 raided the town of Manito
in Lapus' area killing several of the latter's followers
and maltreating civilians.

~ "Crafty and unscrupulously zealous in his efforts
to capture command of the Sth'Mﬁ, Zebat has left few
stones unturned in the effort to realize his ambition."

I may say, sir, in this connection, there is no.
indication that the Lapus mentioned here is the witness
before the Commission.

On page 8: "TPe Cebu area long enjoyed the reputa=-
tion for having killed more Japapese than any other area.
In their efforts to stamp out Japanese and Japanese
sympathizers, the men, reportedly under Fenton, went to
extremes and many wanton killings of innocentlcitizens
were reported."

On page 11: "Strong Japanese garrisons and a good
road net, affording the enemy fair mobility, and the
presence of numerous Japanese patrols, have limited
the Luzon guerrilla resistance movement to an 'under-
gfound.' The organization and control of Luzon forces
at present is far below that existing in the Visayas

" or Mindanao. Raids and campaigns by the Japanese, and
political pressure brought to bear on guerrillas and
those who‘support them, have resulted in frequent changes
of loyalties'and organizgfional hierarchies. Unification

" of command such as has been achieved ih the Visayas and
on Mindanao has not been attained on Luzbn. The picture

is rather one of many grouﬁs of varying sizes, some =

cooperating and a few at odds with their neighbors, but
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all maintaining an undergrbund organization concerned
morc with intelligence, sabotage, propaganda and
assassination than with actual ambushes and patrol
action." :

On page-izz "Man& reports on guerrila activities
in Mindoro are unclear or ambiguous, but it is clear
ﬁhe conflicting ambitions of guerrilla leaders have
led to increasing friction between groups and have
prevented effective unifiéation of command. In an effort
to extend their powers, guerrilla leaders have inducted
civilians to a point where they have been unable to arm,‘
feed and pay them. As a result the civiTian population
has carried a heavy burden; in some areas willingly,
others under compulsion."

Defense offers this exhibit into evidence.

LAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prose-
cution objects to the acceptance of this offéred exhib;t
on the grounds that it is wholly irrelevant to the issues
involved in this proceeding. The material describing
or purporting to describe guerrilla units and leaders
obviously has no connection with the charge in this
case. I find nofhing in the offered exhibit which
relates to any of the incidents set forth in the two
Bills of Particulars supporting the charge. There is
no evidence, no part of this proffered exhibit which
even purports to apply to any of the incidents covered
by the evidence for"fhe Prosecution, where the evidence
is quite clear that the Japanese had committed the
depredations involved, and I see no connection, no
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possible realistic connection, between the material
which has been read by or referred to by counsel and
the issues in this case.

Now, if we are‘tg'get into a consideration of the
personalities, the organizations, the ;ctivities, the
burposes, the tactics of the guerrilla units in Luzon
and elsewhere in the Philippine Islands, I submit, sir,
we will have gotten very far afield.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of Prosecution are
noted. The document will bg accepted by the Commission:
for such probative value, if any, as it _shall be held
to possess.

Proceed.

(Defense Exhibit V for identi-
fication was receiVed in
~ evidence.)
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness.
CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Major Kerr) Major, is it not a fact that
the high command of the United States armed forces in ;
this theétre issued a directive to the guerrilla leaders
in this theatre that their primary purpose would be to
obtain information for our forces?
A That was -~ those instructions were given at
various times to all guerrilla units with which we had

contact. Now, there was a considerable period of time

in which we had no contact with Luzon and had very

little to say about what was done there by the guerrilla
units. 3 !

\
Q Did those ims tructions also state that the guerrilla

Y
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7unit should avoid combat with the Japanese forces,
except where nccessary to protect themselves or to
accomplish their information or mission?
A Yes, that was the substance of those instructions.
MAJOR KERR: = That is all, Thank you.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Thank you.

(Witness cxcused.)
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: NORMAN JAMES SPARNON
a witneés recalled on behalf of the Defense, having been
previously duly sworn, wés examined and testif%ed further
as follows:
o ~ DIRECT EXAMINATION |
MAJOR KERR: You have been previously sworn, Captain
Sparnon? j 3
THE WITNESS: Yes. ;
MAJOR KERR: I.w111 remind you that you are still
under oath. |
Q (By Captain éandberg) Cgptaiﬁ Sparnon, in your testi-
mony this morning upon cross-e;;;;nation by the Prosecution,
the following questions and answers were had:
"Q You have no knowledge as to orders which may
have been transmitted by wire or radio?
"A No, we would not have that."
Do you recall that?
A Yes, sir.
Q Have you given further consideration to this question

since this morning?

A Yes, I have, sir.
Q And have you something further to state in explanation?
A I would like to clarify my answer now. The number

of Japanese wireless logs containing both inward and outward
messages that have been captured is considerable. Such
documents gbntaining cryptographic material were of such
high priority that they were forwarded direct to the GHQ
K

organization_for this high priority purpose.
After the organization had deleted the material that
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was of cryptographic importance, thé document woul& be—
returned to ATIS and items of intelligenée value would be
translated and published.

Q So that the net result of that is that items of
intelligence value which originated as wirele;s messages
would be filed in the ATIS file? |

A Yes, where they are recorded in documents and in

fiies. B
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness. - Pl
 CROSS=-EXAMINATION
Q (By Major Kerr) Those records that ATIS has on

wireless or radio messages would be merely the documents
referred to or recorded in caiz;;ed records? That is correct,
is it not, Captain?

In other words, the recorded messages you referred
to are those recorded in captured documents only?
A Yes, they are the company or higher formation official
filés on the inward and outward messages.
Q Your organizatioh has no record of the messages
intercepted by the American Interceptor Service?
A No, they are in the hands of the organization to
which those documents are referred to.

MAJOR KERR: That is all.

| REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Now, if, Captain, an order
had been captured by an American soldier in thé City of
Manila, which was an order from Tokyo ordering the
destructién of the City of Manila, would that order be in
the ATIS files? 2
A Yes, it would. |
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" CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all. P
MAJOR KERR: No further questions.
] (Witness excused)
KEICHOKU YOSHIDA
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows
through Interpretef Asano, with Interpreter Oishi acting as
"check" Interpreter, assisted by Major Pratt: ' yo
MAJOR GUY: If the Commission please, I am Major Giiy.
I am one of the Defehse Counsel assigned on the original
order, but during the first days of the hearing I have been
in Japan and since then I have been on other duties and this
is my first appearance as Cou;;;i here.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Major Guy) Will you state your name?

A Keichoku Yoshida.

Q Where do you live?

A Tokyo, Japan.

Q And what is your profession?

A I am an attorney at law.

Q And how long have you practiced your profession in
Tokyo?

A Approximétély thirty years.

Q And what is the predominant type of law practice in

which you are engaged? ~
A In my profession I handle a few civil cases and was
a law adviéor to various firms and at the same time was

official on several firms. I was an official of severéi
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firms. ’

Q Mr. Yoshida, have you ever beén in the Japanese army,

navy or any of the armed services of Japan?

A  I @o not haye‘any relation with the army o£ the navy.
"MAJOR GUY: Well, will you-repeat the duestion:‘ Héve

you ever been in any of the Japanese services? .

_THE WITNESS: No.

Q (By Major Guy) Do you know, that is, know peréohally_i
General Yamashita? ) - ;
A + Yes,

Q And how long have you known him personally?

A I have known him about sinégr;ix or seven years ago.
Q Have you had any personal association with his older

brother, and if so, for how long?

A I have known the older brother of General Yamashita
since about twenty-four or twenty-five yeérs ago.

Q ﬁhder what cireumstances did you personally become
acquainted with General Yamashita?

A I‘knew a person by the name of Sakazaki who was a
subordinate of General Yamashita and since I respected
General Yamashita from what I heard, I was introduced to
General Yamashita by Sakazaki.

Q And was it sﬁkazaki who had served under General
Yamashita at one time? .

A Once upon a time Mr.” Sakazaki was a soldier under

General Yamashita.

-

Q Now, has your own association with General Yamashita

been caéual or 1ntimate? B

A Our assoclation has been.ver& intimate. In fact, we
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were family friends and our children visited -- my children

visited his family quite often.

Q Does General Yhmashita have any children of his own?
A ~ No, there weren't any children at General Yamashita's
home. ¥

Q - Now, Mr. Yoshida, are you acquainted with General

Yamashita's reputation as an army officer amongst the civilian

population of Japan? p

L

A I know it very wéll.
Q Will you tell this Commission what that reputation
is? ;
/‘
A Among the people of Japan General Yamashita was highly

respected for his strong fighting spirit, high ideals and
for his morals and deep sympathy towards each and every one
and in his strict military discipline, That was the
reputapion of General Yamashita in Japan.

Q Now, Mr. Yoshida, you have referred to items of
personal character statement as to his reputation. Will you
elaborate upon that somewhat? In other words, I would ask
you what is his personal reputation amongst the people of
Japan as contrasted with his personal military reputation.
A Aside from'his military activities General Yamashita
was known for his friendéhip and for keeping his promises and
for his high character. Among the people of Japan he was
respected as one -- as a man of highest character.

Q Now,ﬁﬁr. Yoshida, I will ask you whether or not this
case which is now proceeding before this Commission has
received cohs;derable publicity in the Japanese newspape?s?

.MAJOR KERR: Sir, that is objected to as being
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irrelevant unless Defense Counsel can show some reason why _——

it is relevant.

MAJOR GUY: It is relevant; it is a foundation question,

if the Commission please, for the purpose of showing whether
or not he knew what others thought of General Yaméshi%a and

I intend to'éemonstrate by the next question whether or not

there has been any diminution or change of public opinibn as
to General'Yamashita, since the case has been under way.

MAJOR KERR: We submit that question is irrelevant. _
Furthermore, I submit this witness has not been qualified as
a.Gallup Poll expert in Japan or one who knows what the
thinking of the masses, of the people in Japan, is. He may
know what his own family thinks. il

GENERAL REYNOLDS: I take it the purpose of Counsel
is to have the witness testify as to character and the
general background of the accused and the standing he has in
his home community. Is that correct?

MAJOﬁ GUY: That is the purpose and I would like to
say further in response to Prosecution's remark about the
witness not being a Gallup Poll expert, that he was asked if
he knew what General Yamashita's reputation was and he said
that he did knoy.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained and
the duestion may be ansﬁefed.

MAJOR GUY: Will you read the question?

(Question read) -

THE WITNESS: Yes.

Q (By Major dﬁy) Has that publicity to your observation
and to your knowledge had any adverse affects upon the high
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regard with which you have said the people qf Japan regard
General Yamashita? ; ' \
A No == ;n fact, this publicity has had an adverse .
affect and the people knowing General Yamashita to be a

person of such high character that the public is in sympathy

with General Yamashita.
Q Will you elaborate and state why?

A The public sympathizes and respects General Yamashita . -
for his private life and for his public services and have
sympathized with his ﬁast due to this and that matter regard-
ing pis private life and to h;s misfortugg,in his public
ser;ices because he was not -=-

INTERPRETER ASANO: Will you change my answer,
please?

THE WITNESS: And he did not receive due recognition
for his abilities. I would like to elaborate on General
Yamashita's satisfactory common sense in a few instances.
Before going into detail I wish to make a statement or a
preamble as to the fact that General Yamashita is not a
person whiéh should be brought to trial as a criminal.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes. -

(Short recess)

 GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You .
may proceed. : 5

MAJOR PRATT: .If the Commission please, I should like

to make a correction on a previous statement by the witness

which was interpreted as: '"General Yamashita's fine fighting

_spirit." .
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Iwsh to correct that to: r‘"General Yamashita's fine
morals." ]

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, the correction is noted.

MAJOR GUY: I would like to ask the reporter to read
the question wherein I asked the witness to state something
to the effect: What adverse efféct did the publicity have
upon his reputation in Japan?

(Question read)

INTERPRETER ASANO: Regarding my interpretation about
"adverse effect," what I meant to say was "opposite effect." _

MAJOR GUY: That answers the point I was going to
bring up. Sk

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, you may proceed.
Q (By Major Guy) Mr. Yoshida, did you find from your
personal contacts and associations with General Yamashita
that he possessed or did not possess the qualities and
tharacter attributéd to him by his general(reputation?
A I never heard of any of those comments.

MAJOR GUY: I will withdraw that question.l
Q (By Major Guy) Did you find upon knowing General
Yamashita that his reputation which you have now testified
to is justified?
A I think they were justified.

Q Do you know General Ugaki?
A Yes, I know him and I have met -him.
Q Do you know what school of thought or policy he

represented amongst the 3apanese High Command?
A General Ugaki is one of Japan's most leading figures
in military life. General Ugaki had advocated the reduction
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of armaments just to a point where it is sufficient for
national defense. '

Q. Row, what clique or school of thought did General
Tojo represent in the Japanese High Command?

A Tojo represented the radical school of thought in
Japan. o |

Q Now, with which school of thought or with which group: -
was General qua#hita‘associated in his own militaiifcaréé;?'
A Like General Ugaki, General Yamashita represents.the
pacifist element in Japan. 5

Q Did General Yamasbité ever serve under General Ugaki
while General Ugaki was War Minister? :

A Yes.

Q Do you know when that was?

A I think it is the fourth year of Showa, 1929.

Q  What program was advanced by\General Ugaki with . .

reference to the Japanese army at that time?
| A At that time he was a general in the army and was
made War Minister, and regarding the defense of Japan Generél
Ugaki advocated the reduction of armaments and a reduction
to two hivisions; it was a reduction of two divisions.
Q A reduction of two divisions?
A - Yes,
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Q ‘What part did General Yamashita play in this program
to reduce the Japanese Army? '

A (Through Intefpreter Yajimé) At that time General
Yamashita wes military attache in the Japanese Legation.

in Europe and he was called back’by General Ugaki to help
him 1A carrying out these plans.

Q That is, to help out in the plans for the reduction
of the Japanese Armyé

A He was called Back because he was the most suitable

man to do this job.

Q And was that reduction plan carried through the Japan-
/‘

ese Diet?

A This plan was passed by the Japanese Diet; a plan

whicn was formulated by General Yamashita.

Q Were you living in Tokyo in Februasry 19367
A Yes.
Q There occurred at that time in Tokyo an episode that

has Bosn seferred 15 an the "February incident" or the
"Young Officers Revolt". Would you tell what that was?
A At that time the so-called "2:26 incident" or the
"Young Officers ﬁevdlt" was carried out due to the dis-
satisfaction by the young officers towards the Cabinet at
that time and its policy, and with this idea they assassi-
nated members of the Cabinet and some influential persons.
These officers were of radical elements.

Q What part did General Yamashita play in connection
with the Young Officers Revolt?

A At that time General Yamashita was made a General

and department chief in the War Ministry and one of his
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duties included censoring of newspapers, and General Yama-
shita did his best to calm down these riots by these young
Japanese officers and he so instructed -- personally in-
structed -- these officers, It is said that at that time
General Yamashita was wellwrespected by these young offi-
cers, Therefore he was successful in pacifying the riots.
Q What was General Yamashita's policy at that time yf}:h
regard to the war in China or what has been called the *
"China incident"? Did he believe that that should be pur-
sued or'curtailed?

A At that time General_zgmashita was opposed to the
aggressive acts towards China and his opinion was contrary
to the act of aggression. ‘

Q Was General Yamashita in favor with or disfavor with
General Tojo and the war group? :

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecution
at this time objects to these questions concerning what
Yamashita favored or did not favor. There is no testimony
that I recall by this witness that he knew of such things.
I believe the background that has been brought out so far
is simply that he kney Yamashita for a period of six years,
Whether he read these things in the newspaper or whether he
was told by Yamashita himself has not been made clear, I
suggest that the questions are not proper until .proper
foundation has been laid for them,

MAJOR GUY: I will withdraw that question at this
time.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission desires to know the

background of the Accused as well as it can be brought out

»
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byj;his,witness ahﬂ is willing tof the question to which
_ objection has been made to be overruled, But you will give
us a clearer picture if you lay a fouhdation as to how he
knew, because, after all, he has testified that he has known -
the Accused for only six years. You are having him testify
about many things before that,

MAJOR GUY: Then I understand he may answer the last
question? :

GENFRAL REYNOLDS: If you wish to have him do so it
may be aﬁswered.

MAJOR - GUY: Yes. Will you read the last question?

(Question read) SR
A General Yamashita was greatly opposed to tﬁe policy
set forth by General Tojo and his group; and, in fact,
General Tojo disliked General Yamashita extremely.
Q (By Major Guy) How do you know these things?
A I know these things through my long standinngith
General Yamashita, In fact, the civilian population in
Japan and within the military circles was in sympathy with
- General Yamashita.
Q Now, do you know --
A It is a well-known fact that General Yamashita has been
taking an obpogite stand against the policies set forth by
Tojo. _ :
Q Well, was it common knowledge in Japan that the two
men were opposed to each othor? :
A It is a well-known fact both among the civilians and
among the military circles that Tojo represented the radi-
cal elements while Yamashita represented fhe pacifist
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elements, And, beiides that, General Tojo advocated war
'hile,.dn the other hand, General Yamﬁshita's policy was
to stop all these aggressionQ. i
.9 Rdw, do you recall that General Yamashita was appointed

as,Supeiintendent General for Army Air Headquarters in 1941?
A Yes. |

Q And did he later lose that position? :
'A General Yamashita was the Superintendent General for
. the Army Air Forces, but ﬁe was sent on an inspection tour
to the battlefronts of Italy and Germany and then lost this
pbsition before he came back to Jhggg, .'General Yamashi ta
was appointed Military Councilor, which is a position less
important than the Superintendent General for the Army

Air Forces. '

Q Where did he go followiﬁg his return from the German
mission ;p 1941°?

A Upon completion of his mission from Italy and Germany
General ngashita made a report to General Tojo, but at
that time he had already lost his position as Inspector
General of the Army Air Forces and within two or ?hree

 weeks General Yamashita was sent to Manchuria.

Q. And then later to the command of the expedition against
Singapore; is that right?
A I heard about this later on.

.Q Wéll, do you know where he went after the victory at
Singapore?

A After the fall of Singapore General Yamashita returned
to Manchnria and was stationed at the Manchuria-Russian  °

border for about two years.
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Q  Was the fall of Singapore reZ:rded as a gfeat victori
: in.Ja;an?‘
A ~ The fall of Singapore was a great victory for Jhpﬁn v
and General Yhmaéhitaxbecame very famous, bﬁt Yamashita,
1hstead of being returned to Japan, was sent to Manchuria.
Q When didAybu last see General Yamashita beforé you
came dovm for this trial? :
A in September of 1944 I met him in Tokyo before he was
sent to the Philippines. p :
Q Did you have any discussion with him at that time with
regard to the situation in thé Philippines and the war in

general?
A Yes. (Witness continues talking in native tongue).
Q Just a moment, please. Did the General express him-

self to you either then or at any time as to his ideas
concerning war with the United States?
A General Yamashita always stated to me that war. be=-
tween the United States and Japan was undesirable.
Q Did he ever comment upon war between Japan and. the
British Empireé : |
A _After General Yamashita's return from Europe he
commented that the war between Japan and with the United
States and Great Britain could be most undesirable.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: .There_will be a recess for appro=-
ximately ten.minufes. : |
~ (Short recess)
" GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You'
may'proceed.
MAJOR BOARDMAN: Sir, during the last hour's testimony -

-
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7 :
the record read that General Yamashita was head of the

"press censorship" of the Japanese Ministry of War. The
Interpreters would now like to substitute "press section"
,for'ﬂpress censorship".

dl GENERAﬂ REYNOLDS: Very well, The correction may be
: made , |
Q "(By Majdi Guy) Mr. Yoshida, referrihg to your visit
with General Yamashita upon his coming to Tokyo on his way
to the Philippines, did you havelany discussion with him
about the new assignment? i

Just tell him to answer that 'yes" or '"no", please.

A (Through Interpreter Oishi) Yes.
Q And what was that discussion?
A General Yamashita stated that he was going to the

Philippines but he knew that the larger majority of the

Filipinos believed in Catholicism, So he stated that he

would like to meet a Catholic priest if there are any to be

found in Japan. My children is attending the Girls'

Spiritual School, the biggest girls' school in Tokyo,

which is sponsored by the Catholics. And so I promised

General Yamashita that since Catholic priests are teaching

at that school, I would introduce him to the superintendent

of that school, However, the school had been transferred

to the country because of the war, so I could not accomplish

my promise.

Q . Did the General say why he wahted to talk to the

Catholic priest?

A It is because he had great concern for the life and

religion of the Filipinos and he wanted to study on these

matters. ' .
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v Now, Mr, Yoshida, are you aware of the charges which
are now pending against General Yamashita béfore this

- Commission?
A : _'I do know.
Q And are,yéu aware of the evidence which hasbﬁeen

introduced before this Commission, of ‘atrocities by
Japanese troops in the Philippines?

A Such things are printed in the Japanese papers as
well, so I do know.

Q Now, knowing General Yamashita as you do, and yet
knowing the chargeﬁ,now pending against hiﬁ and the evi-
dence which has been introduced in support of those
charges, what comment do you wish to make before this
Commission? .

MAJOR KERR: In the first place, sir, there is no-
thing to show that this witness knows what the evidence
introduced in this case has been.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission desires t&lgive
great leeway’to Defense, in order that we may be'fully
informed on all matters beéring upon the guilt or
innocence of the Accused, and we have followed that
principle from the very first day. But this question, on
its face, is objectionable.

' What is the purpose of the question? _

MAJOR GUY: Well, I will withdraw the question,
sir, and I think it can be rephrased so it will not be
objectionable. ' :

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The gquestion isn't so objection~_

able as the possible answer.
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I ask senior counsel to éonsider his question and i
that approach very carefully, or we will have to ask you
‘to discontinue this whole line of procedure.

MAJOR GUY: Yes, sir; I appreéiate that, And if I
may withdraw the question in ité present form and re-
phrase it -- , |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We wish to give you e&ery léeway
and will do so. ; o -

MAJOR GUY: Very well. I would like to withdraw
the last question.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

Q (By Major GuyY Mr. Yoshida, knowing the General,

as you have testified to, and knowing the charges now
pending against him and knowing the evidence, at least by
newspaper reports, do you believe that General Yamashita
would have either ordered\such things done or would have
permitted them to be done if he could have prevented them?

MAJOR KERR: Sir, that is objectionable. If Defense
desires to go into the character of the Accused through
this witness, well and good; but as to whether or not he
ordered or did not order these atrocities to be committed
is something for this Commission to determine. 4

‘Now, aside from any other factor and consideration,
I submit that not enough foundation has been laid as to
the knowledge.  of this witness as to the festimony and the
evidence in this case to support an answer to that ques-
“fion, anyway. It would require a thorough-going analysis
and discussion and consideration of what coverage of this

case has been accomplished by the Japanese newspapers,
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and the extent to which this witness read and studied
lthat coverage and, furthermora, the accuracy of fhe cover-
age. | :
g submit, the answer of this witness would not be
helpful to the Commission on this question.

dENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of Prosecution are
noted, and the objection is sustained.

The Commission desires senior counsel to go into
these matters of the next few questions, and perhaps the
remainder of the testimonf of this witness, and make
certain that questions asked afe ;ppropriatglﬁg_the pur-
pose for which we are here and meet the bounds of pro-
priety.

The Commission will recess for five minutes to allow
time for that to be done. :

(Short recess.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.

The Defense may again proceed.:

MAJOR GUY: We have no more questions of this witness.

| GENERAL REYNOLDS: Prosecution?
CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Was it during the Singapore
campaign that Yamashita acquired the name '"Tiger of
Malayéﬁ? ' |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question is objectionable
and will be withdrawn,'qfricken from the record.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: No questions.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The witness is dismissed.

' 3 (Witness excused.)
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 SHIGETARO AMAKASU
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, being first
duly sworn through Interpretef Oishi, was examined and
testified as follows through Interpreters Ma jor Boardman,
 Sergeant 0ishi and Sergeant Tanoye:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (B& Major Guy) You will state your name,
A Amakasu, Shigetaro.
INTERPRETER OISHI: Shigetaro Amakasu,

Q (By Major Guy) What is your rank in the Japanese
Army? .

/‘
A (Through Interpreter 0ishi) Lieutenant General in

the Reserves.

Q And whereabouts do you live?

A Tokyo, Japan.

Q Do you know General Yamashita?

A I kﬁow him well.

Q And for how long a time have you known him?
A I have been his friend for about 40 years.,

Q Are you acquainted with his reputation as an Army
officer amongst the personnel of the Japanese Army?
A I know his reputation well.

Q  Will you tell the Commission what it is?

A General Yamashita believed very greatly in

righteousness. As a leader of‘troops, he was well
disciplined. If the manner of the troops were not good,
he would deal with them sternly, and if their behaviors
were good he would praise them, His righteousness in
dealing out discipline to the men is well known. While
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his disciplines are stern, he is very kind. And rurthof:
more, he is a humanitarian,

At first glance, his body is very big, and although
" it doesn't seem as if he could probe into small points,
he does so rather well. - And in treating his subordinates,
he is very kind. &

Q Now, General, are you aecquainted with his reputation
amongst the civilian population of Japan? ;
A The reason why General Yamashita is so powerful in
battle -~ . :

INTERPRETER OISHI: Strike that.

A (Through Interpreter Oiéhi) General Yamashita was
very strong in battle. On the other hand, he was very
kind.

Q (By Major Guy) General, can you tell us whether or'
not General Yamashita was reputed to be a military ex-
tremist or a military moderate? .

A He is one of the moderate elements.

Q Is his reputation one of being associated with
Generél Tojo or not?

A I have heard that his political opinion differs from
those of General Tojo.-

MAJOR GUY: If the Commission please, that is all
the question$ I have of this‘witness, except for this one
additional thing. I have here a statement of another
general {n the Japanese Army, General Yamawaki, whose
statement I took in Tokyo; and for.the'purpose of intro-
ducing the statement, I would like to have this witness
identify General Yamawaki's signature. '
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

MAJOR GUY: And I would like to ask a question or
two about General Yamawaki, so that his identity will be
before the Commission. ]

' GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

Q (By Ma jor Guy) Néw, General Amakasu, do you khcw
General-Masataka Yamawaki?

A I know him well,

Q And is he a retired general of the Japanese Army?

L3

A He is a retired generdl.

Q  And is he likewise a long time friend of General
Yamashita? =R

A He has come from the same prefecture as General

Yamashita, and has been his friend since the time he was
16 years old.
(Statement of General Masataka
Yamawaki ((retired)) was marked
Defense Exhibit BB for identi-
fication.)
Q Handing you this document which is margpd Exhibit BB,
I ask you if that bears General Yamawaki's signature.
A | Yes.,
MAJOR GUY: I now offer in evidence the statement of
General Masataka Yamawaki, marked as Defense Exhibit BB,
MAJOR KERR: Is a copy available to the Prosecution?
MAJOR'GUY: Yes. I am sorry.
Does the Court desire‘that I read this at this time?
MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecution
strongly objects to the reception in evidence of this

document, by reason of the last paragraph thereof.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Just let us read it,

The Commission will now hear the Prosecution.

MAJOR KERR: Sir, the Prosecution objects to the
admission of this statement into evidence, by reason of
the last'paragraph thereof, which states a conelusion and
an attemﬁt to perform functions of.this Commission; and
certainly, withoutlknowing the evidence, the person'who
signed the statement would be in no position to pass upon
that issue. A

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of Prosecution are
noted. It is the opinion of the Commission, however, that
it merely expresses this individual's personéi’;pinion and
would have little, if any, probative value, but will be
permitted to remain in the document. '

You are now asked to read the statement.

MAJOR GUY (reading): "Statement of General Masataka
Yamawaki (Retired)

"My name 1s Masataka Yamawaki and I aﬁ a retired
General of the Japahese Army.,

"I have known General Tomoyuki Yamashita since about
the year 1897, at whicp time I was 14 years old. We were
from the same Prefecture and attended Cadet school to-
gether for preparation for the Military Academy. We

were in close personal contact and association through

- school days and through our graduation from the Military

Academy and up until the time we started our actual mili-
tary careers in the Japanese Army. Following that, it just
so happened that we were always assigned at different

stations and never served together. General Yamashita

>
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spent a considerable part of his service, espeecially 1n-

later yearé, outside'of Japan, while I spent all of my
‘ service in Japan e;ceptifor the yéar 1917 when I was
Military Attache to Russia, the years 1919-1922 and the
years 1933-1934 when I was doing Military Attache duty
in Poland and Rumania. In the summer of 1939 I went to
China as a division commander and in the fall of 1940 I
went to Mongolia as an army commander. I became 111,
however, and was retired from the army in the fall of 1941
for physical disability.:

"During all of these years, however, General
Yamashita and I kept in touch with each éthé;‘by corres-
pondence and by always seeing each other whenever the
opportunity presented itself. Through my long years of
association with him and through being an officer in the
Japanese army, I am acquainted with General Yamaghita's
personal reputatisn and his reputation as an army officer.
His personal reputaticn is that of an upright, sedate and
good citizen of a.pleasant, kindly and human disposition
and is a man of simple and complete honesty. He is par-
ticularly known for‘pis friendly manner and for his
ability to make and retain friends for many years.

During his years as a poor, yoﬁng, officer, he was known
as having helped his family in a financial way. He is
known to be of an even disposition and not quarrelsome
or given to force and violence.

"Some of the same characteristics concerning his
personal reputation are also included in his professional
reputation as an officer;' His kindly and human disposition

-
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has endeared him to all who havé%served with him and, par-
‘ticularly, to those who have served under him. He is
known as a strict disciﬁlinarian, requiring a high degree
of conduct‘apdhperformance from his subordinates but at
the same time is an officer who has never misuse&‘privi-
ieges attending his high rank and position. Always he was
known to make absolutely certain when any mistake had been
made that upon reflection, he would determine whether he
himself might have been at~tau1t instead of the sub-
ordinate before taking action against that subordinate;
but then taking action swiftly and surely. His reputatibn
as a combat general and tactician is well established.
Knowing his personal character and his upright and honest
" nature I am sure for that reason, if for no other, that he
would always require a high degree of personal conduct
from those serving under him, .

"I have been informed by ldajor Guy that American
public opinion has in general classified Japanese officers
into two groups - first, the 'extremists group' or that
group that advocated large military establishments and
aggressive military action .by Japan, - second, the
'moderate group' or that which advocated military estab-
lishments only of sufficient size to adequately defend
Japan and who opposed any agéressive and unwarranted
military action. On the basis of this classification,
General Yamashita would fall into the 'moderate' group.

| "I have read the charges pending againét General
Yamashita before the military commission at qgnila and,
lmowing him as I have for these many years, I ;m positive

\
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“that he could not have ordered his‘tr%%ps to have committed
these atrocities or that he wguld have permitted these
atrocities to be_compitted if he had known of them and

“had been in a position to.prevent them."

' 7 Signed, "Masataka Yamawaki," 'Dated at Tokyo, Jépan,
this 3rd day of Novémber 1945." Witness, "Sadao Otake;"

“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3rd day of November
'1945. Henry P, Andre, Captain, JAGD."

GENER@L REYNOLDS: The document is accepted by the
Commission for sueh probative value, if any, as it shall
be held to possess.

(Defense Exhibit BB for identi-
fication was received in evi-
dence and so marked.)

MAJOR GUY: That is all we have with this witness.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Has the Prosecution anything
further?

MAJOR KERR: Yes, sir. I have one question.

CROSS EXAMINATION '
Q (By Major Kerr) Do you know what the reputation of
Yamashita is among the civilians in the Philippines?
A (Through Interpreter Oishi) I do not know person-
ally, but judging from the contents of. newspapers and R
radios it probably is not . good.

MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The witness is dismissed.

(Witness excused,)
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7 NOBUTAKE TAKAYAMA

called as a witness on bbha%i of the Defense, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows thiough'
Interpreter Oishi, with Interpreter Tanoye acting as "check"
Interpreter, assisted bi Major Pratt:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Major Guy) Will you state your name?
Noﬁutake Takayama.
‘And what is your rank in the Japanese army?
Colonel in the army.
Are you still on the active 1list, Colonel?
Yes, 7 '
And what is your present assignment? 4
I am serving in the Ministry of Var.
Do you know General Yamashita personally?
Yes,
When did you first meet him personally?
I first met him during the latter part of 1940,

And what were the circumstances?

> O > O T O P O > O > O > O

When Genieral Yamashita went to Germany and Italy as
Military Attache I accompanied him as his subordinate. |
Q How many officetrs were there on that mission?

A Those that went-directly from Japan included about
fourteen officers, but there were ten officers aiready in
Germany so there was a total of twenty-four or twenty-fivé;
Q And.waé General Yamashita the head of this mission?
A Yes.

What was the purpose of the mission?

First, it was to determine how the army, navy and the
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air force was organized in Gérmany and to investigate how
they were controlled and commanded.

Second, to determine the size of the German air force
and to investigate the organization of the air force and -how
independent it is from tﬂz army and the navy.

| Thirdly, to determine how mechahl;ed the German army
was.
Q Now, Colonel, did you arrive at any conclusions as to
the relative strength of Jaban and Germany after making this -
trip.to Germany?

A Yes. ,
Q What were your conclusions? .
A We came to the conclusigﬂ-fﬁat the Japanese army was

.
not suitable, as yet, for warfare and it was inferior to

the German army.

Q Did the Commission so report to Tokyo upon your
return? :

A Yes.

Q Were you present when that report was made to

General Tojo?

A I was there.

Q Who made the report on behalf of the Commission?

A General Yamashita reported directly.

Q - Will you tell what took place between General Yamashita

and General Tojo when General Yamashita reported to General
Tojo?

A General Yamashita reported the results of this in-
vestigation, that is, that the Japanese army, navy and air

force must be coordinated, and the fact that the air force
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must be made bigger and independent from the army or the
navy. And the fact that the Japanese army must be more
. mechanized in order to accommodate itself, fit itself, to.

present warfare conditions. /nd to conduct warfere, a

tendency must be created to bring forth the internal strength.

On making these reports, General Tojo replied ‘as
-follows: He said somethihg to the effect that we understand
your report, but as far as the enforcement of these things
we are responsible.

Q And what happened to General Yamashita very shortly
after that? ,

A Within a month General Yamashita was sent to Manchuria
as the Commander of the Kwantung Defense Garrison in
Hsinking. We had endeavored to have him stay in Tokyo to
carry out the results of his investigations that he made in
Berlin,

Q Was anything ever done to carry-out the recommenda-
tions which the Commission had made?

A It is not exactly that we made a recommendation but
General Yamashita was sent to Manchuria immediately.

Q Well, was anything ever doné to make the improvements
which the Commission found from its tour of Germany that
should be made?

? ‘General Yamashita reported the result of this in-
vestigation in Germany but General Tojo did not do anything
about the important matters.

Q About what date was this report made to General Tojo
by General Yamashita?

A The early part of July, 1941,
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Q Now, Colonel, did General Yamashita --'I will withe
draw ;hat. ' You have testified to having served under
_Géneral Yamashita on this mission. Will you state whét'
sort of a disciplinarian you found him to be?

A I do. ' ' i
' MAJOR GUY: I do not believe he understood the
question. Will you read it, pleasé?

(Question read)

THE WITNESS: General Yamashita was a very strict
disciplinarian. If any subordinate should do anything
wrohg he would afford them thorough punishment. General
Yamashita has led a cosmspolitan life for a long time and 14
he has studied Intcrnationﬁl Law thoroughly and he has
frequently told us that International Law should not he
ignored. A
Q Now, Colonel, are you aware that the JapaneSe High

Command has been classified as firstjextremists or second,

moderates by American public opinion?

A I have heard that from publié.rumors.

Q ' To which class did General Yamashita belong?

A General Yamashita belonged to ?he moderate group.

Q What was General Yamashita's reputation as to‘being

in eithef favor or disfavor with General Tojo?'.

A Public rumor has it that General Yamashita is disliked
by General Tojo. ' .

Q - Now, Colonel, did General Yamashita ever make any
comments to you or any statement to you on the question of

a clash or war between the United States and Japan? Just

answer the question yes or no.
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A I didlheér it.
Q And what did he say on that subject?
A | General Yamashita has frequently stated that Japan
and America should not go to war.
Q Did he ever make any comment upon the naval aspects”
of such a war and the part that would be played'by the

Japanese navy?

A He did speak of such things.
Q "hat did he say?
A I recollect him saying that the Japancse navy did

not have sufficient force to opposc the Americah‘Navy and
that the longer the battle continued the more difficult thg(p
situation would become.

MAJOR GUY: That is all,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may proceed.

MAJOR KERR: No questions, sir.

GENERAL DONOV/N: I would iike to ask a few
quéstions.

EXAMIN/ TION BY THE COMMISSION

Q (By General Donovan) You stated that when you
returncd to Japan the committee reported that: 'We

need a larger air force and more mechanization". 1Is that

correct?
A Yese.
Q You also classified General Yamashita as being a

moderate, is that correct?
A Yes.
Q You also testified that as part of the committee's

report a statement was made to the effect: '"We are not
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ready," or‘words to that effect. Is that correct?
A Yes. : ‘
- Q  How do you reconcile these different statements?
Explaiﬁ yourself. How do you reconcile the fact that in
6ne statement you say he is a moderate, 1nﬁthe next one you
say that you wanted a larger air force and more mechanizaiion
and fhen the statement "We are not ready.ﬁ

You can state that in your own words.
A At that time Japan had been at war with China for
a long time but the desire to settle this incident with
China was there, and in order to settle the war with China
as fast as possible, the Japanese army must be modernized.
This was the desire of General Yamashita., He said that at
that time the Japanese army was not equipped enough to
settle the war with China.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess until
8:30 o'clock tomorrow morning., \

(Wheréupon, af 1710 hours, 27 November 1945, thg
trial was adjourned until 0830 hours, 28 November 1945,)
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