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GENERAL REYNOJms : The Commiss·ion is _in ·s13ssion. You 

. ma_y prvoeeed. 

.- -. MA°JOR KERR: Sir, al; the. members or the Commission 

are presept; the Accused and Defense Counsel ·are present.. . . 

MAJOR BO.ARDMAN: Sir, the .;Chief Interpreter would like 

to introduce an addition to the record on page 3379, the 

fourth answer or the testimony or the last witness of 

yesterday's session. · That answer should be increased by 

a clause, the preceding clause reading thus: 

"Basing my opinion from what I -saw or the American 

radios such as the RCA, Philco and others in Baguio at the 

time of the surrender, • • •" and then the rest of the 

statement goes on to say that the American equipment was 

superior. 
.,,..... 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. The record is amended 

accordingly; 
I 

COLONEL FELDHAUS: If the Commission please, the 

Defense- would like to proceed briefly with -further exami• 

nation of this witness for the purpose of clarifying the 

testimony of General Yokoyama. 
~ 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. You may proceed. 

MICHIO KITAYAMA 

the witnes.s on the stand at the time of adjournment, having 

been previously duly sworn and further _admonished, was 

further examined and .testified as follows through I~ter

preter Yorioka, with Interpreter Asano and Major Boardman 

assisting: 

,. 



DI1'ECT EXAMINATION ' (Continued) ' 

COLO~L FELDHAUS: Has the witness been reminded that 

he is still under oath? 

(Witness admonished by Interpreter .Yorioka) 

THE WITNE·ss (Th.rough Interpreter Yorioka): Yes, .I-am. 

COLONEL FEI,p~US: Does the . Commission desire that the 

last questions and answers be read? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may read the last six questions 

and answel"s. 

(Qu~stions and answers read) 

·Q (By Colonel Feldhaus) On what date did General Yama
.,,,-

shita•a headquarters move to Baguio~ 

A It.was on Janu~y 2, 194S. 

Q How did you communicate wit}) the Shimbu Army ·after 

the headquarters arrived at Bagµio? 

A The~e were .just wireless communication after the 

headquarters moved to Baguio. 

Q· Was that wireless telegraph? 

A It was wireless telegraph. · 

Q What communications di~ you have w1th Tokyo? 
. 

A There was direct wir.eless communicat.ions -- wireless 

telegraph communications with Tokyo and Baguio. 

Q ·Did you also have communication with .Saigon? 

A Yes. · There was direct communication. 
/ . 

Q What was the -total volume of messages you sen~ am 

received while you were at Baguio on an.average per day? 

A · The average was about 600, but oh the days when it 

was busy there were around 800. 

Q What was the aVfU'aJe per day of your ·messages sent 
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aild rece1~ rrol the Shlllbu Al'IIIY"I 

A I do not remember exactly, but ·. I believe it was around 

~. J..00~ 

Q How mny wireless sets did _you have operating in 

Baguio? 

A I remember it as around 30 sets. 

Q And one was devoted entirely to the Shimbu Army? 

A Yes. 

Q What type of messages ~ere you sending? 

A I was sending orders from headquar~ers and instructions. 

Q . What d'id these order_s pertain to? Were they urgent,., 
emergencies or routine? 

A It ·included various sources. 

Q Was there som operational priority in the messages? 

A There was a schedule ot six classifications according 

to urgency. . 

Q . How long did it -take to transmit a message from the 

Shimbu Army ·to Baguio, that is, a message or an urgent 

nature? 

A It t9ok -- Some arrived in two days, while the 

others took from three days, while some even took two weeks • 

Q Was that likewise true of the messages that the Shimbu 

Army wa-s sending to Baguio? 

INTERPRETER Y0RI0KAc Repeat the question. 

(Question read) 

A What I just said now was the communications from 

Shimbu to Baguio, but I believe the time ·element was the 

same from Baguio to ShimbU. 

COLONEL FE~DHAUS: I believe that·. is .all.-

3387 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

Q (By -Captain Webster) Was the equipme'J?:t ~hich you 

have described as being used tor communicaticms at Yama

shita•, headquarters th, nor]Jlal _Japanese -equipment? 

A Yes, it was. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all. 
- . 

COLONEL FELDHAtB : Nothing further. 

GENFRAL REYNOLDS: The w1 tness is dismissed. 

(Witness excused) 

r 
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-' 
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JOHN D. RI.OGE 
. 

called ~s a witness on ~e~alf of thf;t Defense, having ~een 

~ previously duly sworn, was exa~ined and . further test t ~ied 

as follows: 

DIRECT EX/MINATION 
. . 

MAJOR KEltR: May ·the record show, th ~t this w1 tness 

has testified preyiobsly -in this ~roceeding and I will remind 

him that he is still under oath. 

Q (By .Captain Sandberg} State your name, please. 

A John o.. Ridge. · 

Q And your rank and serial number? . 
} . Major, Corps of Engineers, 0-348164. 

Q Wha,t 1$ your present assignment·? 

A Chi..ef -of the Philippine Islands Section, G-2, GHQ, 

AFPftC. 

Q You have testified before this · Commlssl on relative 
'\ 

to the extent and nature of guerrilla activities in the 

Philippine Islands. I have just ·one more subject I wi~h to 

ask you a.bout. In the guerrilla movement in the Phi lipptne 

Islands ·were there cases where women were members of 

guerri::.J.a organizations? 

A That has been known. 

Q Was the Markings Organization active 1n ·B~tangas 

Provincfl? 

A ~mong other places, yes. 

And was one of· the leaders of the Markings GuerrillaQ 
.• . 

. . 
Organization a W0"8~? 

. . 

A That 1s .correct. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: \\1ir! ·-ayou mark this for identification? 

f • 
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(A document was marked Defense 
Exhibit V for identification.) 

Q (By Captain_ f alidberg) I show you De.fendant•1 Exhibit 

V and ask you it it represents a- true extract from ~he 
. .· 

publication 11Guerrilla Resistance Movement 1n the Ph1iippines 11? . 

A To cheok- it adequately would take a considerable 
,. 

amount of time· and proof-reading with the original ~opy. 

Q Have you brought the original volumne with you? 

A I have it here. 

Q Will you check that or have you checked that as yet?_ 
. ..... 

A I have not seen this before. 

Q -Didn't we give you a copy of that? 

A No. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: It the Commission please, I had 

understood the w1 tness had been given a copy of this. To 

save the time or the Commis·sion ·I will suggest the witness 

be excused at this time and be afforded an opportunity to 

check the exhibit. 

GENERAL REYNOLOO: Very well • . , 

(Witness excused) 

NORM.AN JAMF.S SPARNON 
-

called as a witness on behalf ot the Defense, having ·been 

previously duly sworn, was· examined and further testif~e~ 
·._t . · ·~ as .follows: 

DIRECT EY.AMINJ.TION 

MAJOR KERR: Captain Sparnon, you have testified 

previously, have you not?· 

THE WITNESS: ,Yes. 

MAJOR KERR: . I will remind you you are still under 

.. 3390 :: 



oath. 

Q (By Captain Sandberg) W111 you state your name, 

please? 

A Norman James Sparnon • . 

And will you state your rank and organization?• 

Captain, 1llied Translator and Interpreter Pection. 

Q In your' ca~city with the Jllied Trans18 tor and 

Interpreter Section, do you have or a·re you familiar w1 th 

the ATIS file of captured Japanese documents? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q And does the Allied Translator and Interpreter Sectioh 

have in its files all of the documents seized from the -t'iead

quarters of General Yamashita on the occasion or his 

sµrrender? 

ft All docwnents that have been captured in the Philippines·.. ,._. , 

area ·and ~outhw~~t Pacific area are all in the hands of 

ATIS. 

Q Appro~mately how many items or documents have been 

captm-ed by the allied forces in the Philippine Islands? 

A · It would be some h'1J1dred of thousands. 

Q And will you describe what process is used to determine 

which of these documents wil~ ·be maintained in the ATIS 

fiies? 

A Yes. When / the documents are -received they come 

through qirect channels from the time they are captured in 

the field. We haie detachments in our advanced echelons, 

and, therefore, the d~cuments are handled by nobody other 

than trained linguistic personnel. 

The documents from the time that they reach the hands 

... 
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of the detachment are sorted for their priority and intelli

gence value. If they have no intelligence value whatso.ever 

they~can be put aside and held . in abeyance and if they are 

document.• ot ~gher priority they.·are sent back and worked 

on until all the documents are 1n the hands of the detachment. . 

and have ari-ived at the. ec.helon. They are the~ fur t~r 

sorted and items that are of value to the field are extracted 

a~d such documents are sent back plus· other documents, which 

items have intelligence value which have not been extracted. 

They then go through the hands of sorters, and the sorters I" 
.; 

discard documents ot no intelligence value whatsoever and .,,.--
the other documents which do .have some possible intelligence 

value are further then sent to translators to extract that 

informatio~, which. is submitted to intelligence officers 

. who. in =-p.irn decide whether the information 1a published Ol". 
. 

not. It the information_is published, such a document is 

given an official number ,nd becomes an official document -

in the hands or ATIS. 

Other documents are held for some time and then 

deatroyed. 

:9 . Of the several hundred t.ho\J;~and documents which have 

· . .,be~·~· seized in the Philippine Isla·ncis., can you give us an 

estimate as to how many ?'epresent captured orders or the 
,... 

Japanese armed forces? 
-A That is very h&rd to sar, but it wQuld be a very high ... .:· 

,. ' '-' .,per·c~rttage. 

Q A~d would you say tha.t a capjiured order of an 
.. ~. ... 

e~ement . ~f 1ti~.,;.;J'apanese armed forces would be regarded '· a~ 

havin~ idtelligence value? 
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·_A Invariably it has. 

Q . Now, haye you 
\ 

ever seen among the captured documents 

' an order ·sign·ed by General Yama.shita ordering the destruction 

o~_the·· entire · City of Manila?-
. . 

. A ,. ._No, l . have not ·seen one myself• I am not familiar 

.w1 th S)lCh an order or any such doc1DDent while I was ih 

charge of the Translation Section having. been captured. 

Q And you have never seen such an order? 

A_ No. 

Q Have you ever seen an order of General Yamashi t 'a 

ordering the killing of non-combatant civilians in the 
., 

Philippine Islands? 

A No, sir, I have not. 

Q Have you ever seen an order of Gene~al Yamashita 

calling for the ki~ling of prisoners of war? 

A No, I have not. 

Q Now, a film was shown before this Commission in which · 

a statement was piade- that the United State.a Army had 

captured an order from Tokyo for the destr~ction of Manila. 

Have you ever seen such an order among the captured 

documents? 

A· No, I have nqt. 

I would like to say that if such an order was 

captured, the information would be of such high intelligence 

value that it would undoubtedly be translated and published•... 
Q Would you tell us, Captain, based -on your· experience

:-':-~ 

with flllied Translator and· Intelligence Service, wbat was 

t .~.e procedure in the. Japanese ~rmy relative to the publica

tion to the commands .·ot brd~rs?· 
, , 
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Yes. It Jorder wH ioSued by any ti1gh ·command . 
~ 

· such as an , army, army group -or division or any large forma-

"' · .tic;>n, · the .order would invariably be issue~ .under the nal)le 

· or the commanding general and I wo~d say in all cases the 

~ocuments we received are mimeogr~pbed. On the distribution 

list ·there may be 2~ subordinate commands to receive these · 
. . 

orders and the method of dis_tribution invariably Wa·s, or I-

should say a~ways wil°s that the orders w~uld be issued orally 

and then written. This meant .tha t tbe recipie11ts of . the 

or.der would i _n turn as1emble their subordi.nates and they 

would be given the orders ~ally and they would then make., 
. . 
a copy of it. This meant the number of order• of the one ~ 

original order in circulation was considerable and this was 

undoubtedly the reason for so many important orders coming 

into the hands or ATIS. 

In· fact~ it was a problem in the Translation Section 

to avoid translating th·e same intorme tion contained in 

different documents captured from different places. 

Q And would you say that you. have never seen any orders 

of the types that I have described? Do you mean that you 

have never seen any such order either in its form, in 

originating fro111·-the headquarters of General Yamashita, or 
·• . 

. ~- .
in its form in any subordinate headquarters? 

A No, I have not. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness. 

CROSS-EXAMINATioN 

Q (By Major Kerr) Your knowledge 0$ capt~ed Japanese 

documents or orders goes only to the written orders, is that 

not corl'.ect? 

, • f . ~-
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j Yea. · 

Q IYou have no knowledge as to order• which ~~y have 

been tranaml t 'ted' by wire or radio? 

• INo, we would not ~ve that. 
J 

MAJOR KERR: That is all. 

CA~PTAIN SP.NDBERO: Sir, I have -: a few more questions. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

CAPTJ'.IN SANDBERG: Will you mark this as our next 

exhibit? 

(A document was mrked Defense 
Exhibit Wfor 1dentif~cet1on.) 

Q (By Captain ·Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit w, 
which is a bullotin, "Allied Translator and Interpreter· 

Section, Southwest 'Pacific Area, No. 1841, dated 7 March 4511 

and attached thereto excer ts from Allied Translator and 

Interpreter Section, Southwest Pacific Area Bulletin No. 

1841, and ask yqu whether this represents a true cepy of 

the .excerpts from that bulletin? 

A It is ~doubtedly a copy from the official publica

tion, but I haven't checked_the topic and copy and · I' could 

not -say whether it was an accurate copy of the original~ ~ 

Q Will you identify the excerpt in the bulletin and' 

then I will ask permissi.on trom the court to submit into 

evidence a certified copy of that bulletin. 

A Extract trom "Bound handwritten _di~ry belonging 

to .Ohashi (•1) Unit. Dated 24 December 44 - 22 Ja~uary 

4~- ti 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I will ask permission of the Com

mission to introduce into evidence a certified copy of such_ ·· 

_ej[.tract. 
I I, J 
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GENERAL REYNOLOO: Very well. l.ror~ ruling upon · 

the do~wnent we will want it read or tho signifi·cant parts··· 

Qf it read. 

' CAPT.AIN ··S.AN.DBERG: The attention of the Commission 

is invi-ted toJ the la~t paragraph of the first · page: 

11 21 January. In regard to construction progress, 

the food situation is 
\ 

very grave, and each unit will obtain 

CAMOTE• from nearby farms to reli~ve the .gravity of the food 

·situation. In regard to the immediate construction problems, 

great anxiety is ·shown not only by platoon leaders but all 

the officers from 1st Li-eutenant Oha~hi to the Battalion 

Commander. Another requisition has been made for the grub 

hoes and because there is a sudden shortage , we ~re doing 

·our utmost to obtain them through proper channels." 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: On the top line, pago 2, apparently 

ther~ :is an omission in my copy. How should it r ead? 

CAPTAIN SP'NDBERG: "made for the grub hoes--" 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: · The docu·J;Dent is accepted by the 

Commission for such probative value as it may be he~d to:____,; 

possess. 

Do·es the Prosecution wish to point out any signifi

cant parts of the remainder of the document? 

MAJOR K·ERR: fo, sir. 

(Defense Exhibit W tor identi
fication was received in 
evidence.) 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: ·will you mark this as our next 

exhibi.~? 

(A document was marked Defense 
. E~bi~ for ~dentification.) 
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Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit Y, 

being the "Allied Translator and Interpreter Eection, 

Sol?,thwest Pacific Area Bulletin No. ·2011, dated 8 May 45," 

an4·· ask ·you if that is a' copy of an official bulletin of . . . 

the Jllied Translator and Interpreter ~action? 

A · ·Yea it is.' . 

. CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I will ask -permis·sion of the Com

mission to withdraw tije origfnal and introduce a -certified 

copy of the extracts thereof. 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Very well. 

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state whether that ., · 

is an accurate excerpt from the ATIS Translator and Inter

preter Service Bulletin No. 2011? 

A ,-Th.e bulletin is, as t ·have testified before -- I 

don't know whether this is a correct typewritten copy but 

it is the bulletin. · 

CJ'.P'l'AIN SANDBERG: This is "Handwritten diary dated 

1 January 44 to 17 December 44, belonging to Asanuma, .... 
Toshiro- (•1) member of OKA (•2) Company, higher unit 

not stated." 

Attention is directed to the item indicated as: 

111 December. Not enough rice. (Translator's Note: 

·This is the second time · that the writer has complained a·bout 

rice shortage.)" 

The Defense introduces or offers into evidence this 

Defense Exhibit Y. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there other comments' or other 

items which the Prosecution invites to our attention? 

-MAJOR KERR: No, sir. 
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GENFJUL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted by the 
I 

Commission f~r . such probative value as it shall be held to 
'( 

possess • . 

{Defense Exhibi~ .y tor identi
fication is received in 
evidence.) . 

.ClPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you ma.rk this as the next 

exhibit? 

(A document was marked Defense 
Exhibit Z for identification.) 

Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit z, 
a bulletin from "/llied Translator and Interpreter Section,~ 

Southwest Pacific Area, Bulletin No. 1795, dated 24 

February 45," and ask you it that is an official extract from 

that bulletin? 

A Yes, it is. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Tho attention of the witness 

is invited to subdivision 1: 

"In view of the change in the general war 

situation, the Area Army will quickly strengthen its control 

of locally grown rice. 

"2. The Group (HEIDAN) will supervise the · 

nearest PI Rice Control Cooperation Groups of the Cabanatuan 

Branch, Baliuag Branch, Tarlac .. Branch and other branch 

offices concerned, and over and aJ>ove the provisions of 

GEKI Opn. Order D-4O, the Group · (HEIDAN) will actively 

take the responsibility for transporting, storing and con-
. . 

trolling the pm-chased rice {or unhulled rice) and 'will 

endeavor to obtain the preestimated amount of rice -to be 

purchased in the f.ollowing provinces •11 

3398 

• 



The attention of tfie witnes~ is· invited to· the para-.. 
-graph beginning: tt Ins true tions by C of S. 

I 

"1. The ~ollowing points Will be observed in 

enc~uraging and assisting harvesting: 

"a. Forced ·labor for the rice harvest and • 
•submission of crop: 

·"In view of the r't:~cent guerr:1,lla situation, when 

there is fea_r that the ric~ cannot be reaped in time, 

farmers will be employed in forced labor for the rice harvost. 

"b. Speedy submission of crop: 

"The ric·e is harvested from November to April _of 

the follqwing year. However, in view of the present situa

tion, the rice will be reaped by the end of year as much as 

possible. The estimated ·amount of rice must be produced ' by 

January at too latest. Close co-operation will be maintained 

with ~he Co-operetion _Group to encourage turning over of 

rice. 

"c. Prevention of tlow of rice into bandits' 

hands or into cities, 

"Movement of bandits and harvest conditions must 

bewatched. Mopping up of bandits will be ~arr1ed out at 

proper time to protect the village~s. Inspection posts will 

be established along the important roads. Exchanges or 
information .with the Co-operative Groups is considered 

important." 

Do these represent accurate extracts from Exhibit Z? 

A Yes, . they do. 

CAPTlIN SANDBERG: The Defense -Offers in evidence 

Exhibit z. 
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MAJOR KERR: No objection and no comments. 
\

GE?JERAL REYNOLm: There are other -very important 

statoments in this document. There seems to be s·omething 

·out of order here. 

'"Nueva Ecija Unhulled rice: 4,200,000 sacks," 

i.s that correct? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 117,600 tons weight when poli~hed, 

is that correct? 

THE WITNESS: · Yes. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The copy I have has the figure ~ 

four, and then a comma, then the figure two and followed 

by five zeros. 

THE WITNESS: That is correct, sir; in the original 

publication it 1s 
. 

4,200,000 sacks or unhulled rice... 
GENERPL REYNOLDS: "Bulacan - Unhulled rice: 700,000 

sacks, weight when polished: 19,000 tons; 

"Tar.lee - Unhulled rice: 1,050,000 sacks, weig~t 

when ·polished: 29,500 tons." 

MAJOR KERR: I wonder if the second province named 

in the secom paragraph, whether that_isn• _t ~sspelled? 

It is spelled here as "B-u-1-c-a-n." It should be 

"B-u-1-a-c~a-n." · 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: All right. Now, which copy are 

you introducing to the Commission? The copy which contains 

these· errors, are you introducing that, or the original or 

a corrected copy? 

CAPTAIN S.ANDBEf-·G: We have introduced into evidence 

a ' certified copy and ask that this correction be noted on 
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that copy. 

GENERAL 'REYNOLDS: There is no certifi.cate ·on the 

copy -for the ·commission. 
-THE WITNESS: I was vouching for the extracts that . 

the Defense read., not what was not read. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The Det::ense is offering only such 

portions of this exhibit as have been read by the witness. 

MAJOR KERR: Did I understand Defense Counsel correctly, 

that he is offering into evidence only those portions of 

these three sheets, as he has read, or are you offering into 

evidence the entire three sheets? 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I am off~ring into evidence only 

those portions which the witness can identify, which is the 

entire three sheets. 

MP.JOR KERR: The entire three sheets? 

CftPTAIN S/NDBERG: That is correct. 

G3NERPL REYNOLDS: There is much other valuable in

formation on this document other than the excerpts read. If 

the Defense wishes to offer the entire document, corrected 

. i and dul:; certified as ·a true copy, it will be accepted but in . . 

its pr.~scnt form as handed to the Commission there are only'· 

three t~rpewri tten sheets unsigned with obvious serious 

errors . 

CP. ?TPIN StNDBERG: The original copy which has been 

introdueed i~to evidence, which ·has been given to the 

reporter, has . been certified. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: All right, the document is accepted 

by the Commission for such probative value, if any,- as 1 t · 

shall be heid to poss·ess. 
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(Defense Exhibit Z tor identi
fication was received in 
evidence.) 

CAPTPIN SAN.OBERG: Your wi tnesa. 

MAJOR KERR: No questions. ., 

(Witness excused) 



AKIRA MUTO 

recalled as ·_a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been 
. . I -

previously duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows 

through _Interpreters 'Major· Boardman, Lieutenant Asano and 

Technician -Fo~th Grade Yorioka: 

MAJOR· KERR: ._You have testified in this proceeding 

prior to . today, haye ·you not? 

THE WITNESS: (TlJ,rough Interpreter Asano) Yes. 

MAJOR KERR: General Muto, I remind you that you are 

still under oath. 

THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Asano) Yes. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Reel) What is your name? 

A Akira Muto. 

Q And you testified in this proceeding before? 

A (Through Interpreter Yorioka) Yes, I did. 

(A diagram showing chain of 
command was marked Defense , 
Exhibit AA for identification.} 

Q (By Captain Reel) I show you Defense Exhibit AA, 

marked for identification as AA, and ask you if this is a 

· diagram of the .command SY$tem in the·_Philippine Islands . 

during the Luzon campaign, 1945, showing changes that were 

made after Ge~eral Yamashita•s arrival in October; i944. 

INTERPRETER YORIOKA: Will you repeat the ~estion, 

·please? 

(Que_s tion read.) 

A (Through Interpreter Yorioka) This is a diagram 

showing the chain of command of General Yamashita after 

January, 1945. 
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Q ' (By-Captain Reel) Was this diagram made from a small• 
I 

·. sized plan that you ~drew up?· 
. . ' ' 

A Yes, this is an -enlargement ot the plan I drew trom 

my memory._ . 

Q And is this ·an accurate representation ot your recorded 

recollection ot General Yamashita' s chain o_t command after 

. l January 194~? 

A Yes, · it is. 

CAPTAIN REEL: The Defense offers this plan and would 

like to post it over here, _sir (indicating). 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, before that 1s admitted in evidence 

the Prosecution requests it have an opportunity to study it. 

We may desire that this witne~s be recalled to the stand 

at a later time for cross examination. Of course, this is 

the first time we have seen it, and we have had no oppor

tunity whatsoever to study it. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS.: Have you made arrangements for 

photostating it? 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we will have it photostated-, as 

well as the. other plan, before the ·completion of this ·trial ; 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There will be a recess for approxi- ~ 

mately .ten minutes. 

(Short recess.) 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission 1s in ,..session. You 

may proceed. 

CAPTAIN REEL: I believe the last \~ing of record, 

sir, was the ofter of this exhibit • 

. GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there comments by the Prosecu

tion'? 
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MAJOR KERR: Yes, sir. There are a .rrumber ·of items 

on that proffered extiibit which are not clear. ·I suggest 

it be ~le~r~ up before it is accepted in evidence • . 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document will b~ accepted by 

·"the Commission for such probative value, if ._ any, as it 

shall ~.e. held to p.ossess. But if there are unclear pai-ts 

of ft, the Commission asks Def.ense to ~end it later; and 

if there are matters to which the Prosecution wishes to 

object, either now or at a later time, the Commission will 

· entertain them. 

The sta~s of tne document, how~ver, is that it is 

accepted for such probative value, if any , as it shall be 

held to possess. 

(Defense Exhibit AA for identi
fi~ation was received in 
evidence.) 

CAPTAIN REEL: Now, may we have the Commission's per~ 

mission to post the document on this side (indicating)? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: · Very well. 

CAPTAIN REEL: It will be neoesse.r'y ~ the testimony 

of future witnesses to refer to both of these .diagrams. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : The Commission grants the ·authority 

to post it as you desire at this time, but· in order to 

· make it easy to fol~ow we would like to have arrangements . 

made so that they can be posted. side by side for ready 

reference. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: I should like to ask the signifi

cance of that blue line, whether that is to emphasize the 

chain; or what is the significance of that color? 
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CAPTAIN REE~: I will ask the_witness, sir. 

Q .., (~~ _-Captain Reel) Will you explain, General Muto, 

~e significance of the blue line? 

· GENERAL D_ONOVA!f: Rather than ·the black. \ · 

Q . (By Captain Reel) Rather than the black line? 

A~ . (Through Interpreter ~sano) The bl~e line indicates 

a chain of command trom the. Imperial Headquarters to the 

Southern Army, and t_hen to the 14th Army group. 

Q Is the line blue rather than black, tor purposes of 

emphasis of that original chain ot command from General 
., 

Yamashita on up? 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Why is the line blue rather than 

black? 
• 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is what I am asking him. 

Will you re~d the question, please? 

(Question read.) 

A Yes, ~t indicates the original chain of command. 

CAPTAIN BEEL: Is that satisfactory,_sir? 

One fUrther question: 

(By 9aptain Reel) General Muto; this red arrow 

pointing to the division between _Imperial General Head• 

quarters and 14_th Area Art,ny; to what does that have 

reference?· 

A That red arrow indicates the following matter: 

.on August 30,1945, prior to surrender, the 14th Area 

Army came · unde_r the direct command of the Japanese . 
~ 

Imperial Headquarters. 

Q But prior to 30 August, 1945, there was no direct 

connection between the 14th Area Army and Imperial 
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General Headquartfrs, is that right? 

A Yes~ it is so. 

CAPTAIN REEL: We have no further questions. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

MAJOR KERR: Will you ask the General to face the 

char_t? 

Q (By Major Kerr) I call your attention to the 

rectangle on this chart marked Defense Exhibit AA, which 

is headed "Sinbu Shudan." Is that the same as the Shimbu 

Shudan, s-h-~-m-b-u? 

A (Through Interpreter -Asano) Yes, it is. 

Q And the 11Sinbu Shudan", then, refers to the Q.rganiza- .,,,,--

tion commanded by General Yokoyama, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q This diagram, Defense Exhibit AA, represents the 

situation as of what date? 

A It indicates the .situation from Jamiary or this year 

until surrender. 

Q Is that January 1, 1945? 

A Yes • . 

Q I call your attention to the rectangle bearing the 

letters and figure 11 3 K. F.", and ask what the ·letters 

"K. F. " stand f6r • 

INTERPRETER ASANO: He refers to that as Manila 
/' 

Base Unit, Naval Base-Unit, and it should be "31 11 
, I b!:3-

lieve he says. 

Q (By Maj or Kerr) The figure "3" , then, is an error'i 

A (Thrp~gh Interpreter Asano) Yes, ·it is. 
1

Q Are there other errors on thJ s d~agrain? 
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A I believe not. 

Q ilefsrr1ng now to ~he rectangle bearing the words 

"Ken Bu Shudan", I ask wbat tha.t represents? 

i. A was in the hills westThat refers to the unit that· 

ot Clark F'ield. 

Q How many men are included in that unit? 

A Approximately 40,000. 

Q How many ot those are naval forces? 

A Naval unit and ~my unit were approximately t~e same 

number. ., 

Q And a11 ·or those forces, army and navy, were under 

the command or the 14th Army group as of January i, 1945? 

A I did not mean to say that this all took effect as 

of January 1, but it indicates the changes that took place 

after January 1st. 

Q When did the army and navy ·forces re:presented by 

"Ken Bu Shudan" come under the command or the 14th Army 

group? . 

A Before January 8th, just before the landing of 
. 

American forces at Lingayan. 
' Q "Gun Choku Hei Dan"; how many forces or navy 

troops are included in that? 

A No, ~here aren't any included in that. 

Q Does not this part of the chart (indicating) show 

"remnants, · Maritime Transport"? 

A Yes, it is included. That is the Army Maritime 

Transport troops. 

Q_._ Ref'errpig now to the r~ct~gle bearing the 

figures and . letters "14 AG", is that otheJ-Wise known as 
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.14th Area Army? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q So there · is- no difference between the so-called 14th 
.... 

Army Or.oup .and the 14th Area A:rmy? 

A··· ·J The content represents the same army gr~:p ~ However, 

in army s~bols, Japanese army symbols, the · army group is 

repres-ented by "AG" • . 

Q Where is the 4th Air Army represented on this chart? 

-A After the 4th Air ~rit'/ came under the command of 

14th Army Group, its headq~arters was· immediately trans

ferred to Formosa, and there it disbanded. However, the ., 
4th Air Division- remained under our command. 

Q What is the significance of the red outlining (in-

dicating)? 

A The red line indicates requirement tor explanation, 

regarding the change o~ command. 

Q This chart shows the Noguchi \Ulit to have , come 

under the Iwabuchi Detachment after February 4, 1945. 

Should not that date be January? 

A Order was issued to the Noguchi unit as to the 

effect that it will come ·under the command of the Iwabuch1 

unit.. as of the first part of February. 

MAJOR KERR: That is all. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There are additional bits of 

information the Commission will need, to understand this 

chart. · 

In prolongation of the block "14 AG" or army group, 
. 

there is a statement "Troops under direct · command of 

General Yamashita", and an arrow pointing up to the next.· 
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block~ Is the witness ·saying by ·this diagram that the 

other components ot his force were not under his cormnand 

at all, or. not under his direct command, or some other 

kind or command. That is to -say, the statement "TroopL 

under the direct command· or Gene.rel Yamashita" might be 

interpreted as ·nullifying all other portions ot the chart. 

Will Prosecution explore the situation? 

Q (By Major Kerr) What is the distinction between the 

command .of the 14th Aney group over the Gun Choku Hei Dan, 

and the command of that group over the Shimb1,1. 'Shudan? 

A (Through Interpreter Asano) As for commander or .,-

Shimbu Hei Dan, which includes various units, there was 

Lieutenant General Yokoyama as his commander. However, 

in the Gun Cho~. Hei nan·, the subordinate units were under 

the direct command of 14th !:Lmy Group co~er, Gen ral 

Yamashita. 
. . 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the witness mean that the 

19th Division, 10th Division, 23rd Division, and so forth, 

reported directly to General Yamashita without passing 

through a corps headquarters? 

INTERPRETER ASANO: Shall I ask him? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter ' Asano) Yes, it,,,. 

is so. 

GENERAL. ~OLDS.; _ One other question: Where is 
. 

the military police on the chart, oi-, if not on the chart) 

where would it be placed? 

(The question being ~ranslated to the witness by 

Interpreter Asano, the witness indicated on Defense 
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Exhibit AA.) 

GE°NERAL REYNOIDS: A part of the communication 
' I 

troovs and ~scellaneous units reporting ·directly to 
~ .. . 

General Yamashita? Ask him if that is correct. 

THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter ·A~ano) Yes. 

Q. '(By Major Kerr) What units are -included in the term 

!'and others" appearing under ·.the "Gun Choku Hei Dan"? 

A (Through Interpreter_Asano) That refers to M. ~. 

units and communication mu.ts, and so forth. 

Q What do you mean by "and .so forth"? 

A I cannot recall at present. 

Q It d~es include some of the Maritime Transport 

troops, is that correct? 

A The Maritime troops were eventually disbanded and 

v1ere used as replacements • 

. Q When were they . disbanded? 

A They were disbanded successively, and the only unit 

that remained was at Aparri. 

Q When were all of them disbanded? 

A About July. 

Q When did the. Martime Transport troops co~e under 

Yamashita's command? 

A The change took place from the middle of January 

to middle .of February. . . 
Q 1945? 

A Yes. 

Q What do the words "and others", relating to Sinbu 

Shudan, include'? 

A Detachment of M. P.'s and communication troops 
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attached to .s_himbu Shudan. A cor,rection: It was line ot 
I 

C'OJIIIIIUJµc~tio~ troops. 

Q _. The· chart refers to the Noguchi unt.t as a "small 
- . 

·rorce·.,, ~t_was Jthe size of ~t force? 

· A The strength or l{9guchi unit was about fifteen to 
. ' 

·sixteen hundred. Therefore, I refer to it as a ··small unit • . 

Q ·Those were army troops? 

A Yes. 

Q Referring to the "Kobayashi Heidan" under the "Shimbu 

.. Shudan," is that the unit commanded by Lieutenant General 

Kobayashi? 

A Yes. 

MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We will wish to have information 

as to the meaning of the dotted lin~ which extends from 

"Sinbu Shudan" down to the "Iwabuchi D·etachment,~' and an 

explanation ot the arrow and !!tatement .after "January 6, 

1945. 11 

Q (By Maj or Kerr) Referring to the dotted line extend-

. ·1ng from "S:1.ribu Shudan" down to "Iwabuchi_' Detachment", what 
.. ' . •v • 

does that represent? 

A That dotted line refers to- the chain of command 

after January 6, 1945. That ·indicates that operational 

command came under Shimbu Shudan. 

Q As of January 6, 1945? 

A Yes. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission understands that 

January 6, 1945, 1s advanced by the witne1Js as the date 

command control of the Iwabuchi Detachment became effective. 

·. 
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It may :be, however, that the witness is~saying that his 

orders from higher authority placed the Iwabuchi Detach

ment under army control on that date. We ·would like that 

explored. 

Q _ (By Major Kerr) When did ·orders from higher author

ity place the Iwabuchi Detachment under Shimbu Shudan; 

· as ·of what date? 

A As of January 6th. · 
-

Q The only reason, then, why this line is a broken line 

rather than a solid line, is that this applied ~nly -0n and 
,-

after January 6th, is that correct? 

A .,-Yes. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Nou, let us return ·again to the 

statement "Troops under direct command of General Yamashita." 

It has been explained that the units out to the right ot 

the statement reported direct to General Yamashita•s 
. : J. 

headquarters. By inference, then, the Sinbu Shudan ,may 

have had some other form of control, and we would like to 

know whether or not the commanding general of Sinbu Shudan 

did or did not report directly to-G-ene~a-1--Yamashita • .. 

0 

3413 



Q (Sy Ma_jor Kerr) Did the commander or the 8th Division 

· ·shQWn as part of Shimbu Shudan report directly to Gerieral 

· Yamashita? -

A (Through Interpreter Asano)· No, no. He had to ~ --

through Shimbu Army Group. 

Q Is this correct: The units shown as a part of Shimbu 

Shudan followed a chain or command going ·up from each or 

those units to Commanding General Shimbu Shudan to Comman

ding General 14th Army Group? 

Yes. The subordinate uni ts hacl to go through Shimbu 

Shudan and the necessary matters were then transmitte,!i to.,,

the 14th Army Group. 

Q Whereas the units shown as a part of the Gun Choku 

Hei Dan reported directly to General Yamashita and the 

chain of command was directly from them to Yamashita? 

A Yes. 

Q One further question: - Is the -word 11Sinbu11 used 

in the term "Sinbu Shudan" or is that a synonym of 11Shimbu11 ? 

A Yes. It is 11Shimbu Heidan11 • However, alphabetical 

expression of Japanese words aren't coordi~~ed and they may 

use 11Shimbu11 or 11Heidsn". 

MAJOR BOARDMAN: The Interpreter would like to make 

a report at this poinJ. 

GENmAL REYNOLDS: · Very well. 

MAJCR BOARDMAN: There was a system of Hepburn system 

of Romanization whereby this would be spelled 11S-h-i-m-b-u". 

Fairly recently the Japanese government by official order 

put o.u_t a:n o~ficial system which introduced certain changes • 

. This shows up in this particular word whereby 11S" here stands 
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for "S-h-11 in the Hepburn system. The Hepburn system 

follows Englis~ phonetics more closely .than the Japanese 

Imperial system • 
. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: And the word is pron9unced 11Shimbu11 

.y,i thout ·regard? 

MAJOR BOARDMAN: That's right. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will the Chief Interpreter now 

explain to us the difference between the meaning of _the 

term "Shudan'' am 11 Heidan11 
• 

MAJOR BOARDMAN: That, sir, is not a difference 

occasioned by a change in the Romanization system, The 

two terms in my experience have been used fairly looself. 

"Heidan" ' generally a smaller group, sometimes used even 

for a division ·but more often for a wiit slightly larger 

than a divis ion. · The 11S hudan" is apt to ·be used for a 

group approximating our corps or of about that size. That 

is according to my_experience with Japanese documents. 

· GENERAL DONOVAN: I should like to ask a question-. 

What headquarters planned the Luzon campaign of 1945'? · 

(Translated by Interprete~ Asano) 

THE WITNESS: Headquarters 14th Army Group·. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Did the 14th Army Group have direct 

contact With Tokyo by radio or otherwise? 

THE WITNESS: Yes.,,.. There was wireless communica-

tion. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: No further questions. 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, one additional qutstion. 

Q (By Major Kerr) How large was the Sho Shudan? 

A At . the beginning of the Leyte campaign-when Ame~ican 

• 
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forces landed there were approximlltely a hundred thousand 

troops in ~eyte and we sent 50,000 reinforcements. However, 

I do not know how much casualties were sustained by those- . 
units, so I did not put down the-- detaile4 strength· of the 

unit. 

Q As of January 1 the Sho .Shudan was made up of the 

remnants on Ley~e of 150,0M troops; is . that correct'? 

A The 3Sth Army was responsible in defense ot the fol

lowing area: Mindi~o; V1sayas; Samar; Leyte, arid all the 

troops were not concentrated in Leyte. 
" 

_Q How many tro_ops altogether are represented by this~ 

chart'? 

(Translated by Interpreter Asano) 

MAJOR KERR: Withdraw th~t question, please. 

Q . (By ~fajor Kerr) How ·many troops altogether are re

presented by the portion or thi~ chart showing the troops 

under the 14th· Army Group; in other words, including the 

.14th Army Group and all detachments and troops thereunder? 

A If the units were intact there should have been 3;0,000. 

· However, :. casualties were sustained. . Therefore I do not lmow. 

Q - Does the prisoner-of-war organization · appear on this 

chart? 

.A Yes. 

Q Where? 
. . . 

A When -General Yamashita moved his headquart~rs- to 

.Baguio last Januar.y the prisoner-of-war c11mp and civilian 
. . 

internee camp at .Los Banos and Manila came under the super-

vision of cQDUDanding officer or' Shimbu Shudan. , 

---w----'--now- a-bout- th other pr.J..soner-of-war and .internee camps? 
fl 
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A The only remaining ·camp was at Cabanatuan and it came 

under the supe~viaion of 10th Division comma1!der. 

Q How about old Bilibid in Manila? 
. 

A Old Bilibid was under the supervision or Shimbu Shudan. 

· MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, I have a number or matters to 

straighten out~ 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : · Very well. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
.J "· 

Q (By Captain Reel) General Muto, you testified that 

this mar)cing ot "3", 3rd Sout~ Dispatched fleet, was in 

error, that it should have been 1131 11 • I~l your atten-

tion to the Iwab~chi ·Detachment which is the 31st Base 

Force and ask you whether you were .not mistaken am this is 

the 3rd South Dispatched Fleet correctly marked. 

A That was my error. I was contused as to 31st Base 

Force, which is !wabuchi Detachment, and the 3rd South 

Dispatched Fleet. 

Q And in SQ far as those· numbers are concerned there is 

no error on that chart; is that correct? 

A No. 

Q A question was asked about the dotted line running 

from Shimbu Shudan to Iwabuchi Detachment as distinguished 

~rom solid lines runnir1g from the 14th Army Group to 35th 
,... 

Army, Shimbu Shudan, and so forth. Was there a difference 

in the type or control ~r command exercised by Sh~mbu Shudan 

over the Iwabuchi De·tachment .as compared with the type or 

control or command exercised by the 14th Army Group over -~ 
35th Army, Shimbu Shudan,-_and so forth? 
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You had better have that read back. 

(Question read) 

A The dark line imicates a complete control over the 

units .. Rowe,er, t _he dotted line indieates a partial control,. 

over the. unit ani in case of a dotted~line the unit above 

·i has no contr'ol over discipline, training or ~rsonne~ affairs. 
-· 

In referring to the Ken Bu Shudan where 
I 
Army troops and ·' 

Naval troops wer·e operati,ng together, the same thing appl·i~s . f' 
a~ of Iwabuchi Detachment, whereas the immediate commander 

did not have any control over discipline, training and J;>8r

sonnel of the Naval force 1n Ken Bu Shudan • 
.,,,,,,.--

Q And, as 1n:11cated on the chart, does the dotted line 

running from Shimbu Shudan, Iwabuchi indicate command_for 

tactical control only,for lani operations only transferred 

to Army 6 January 1945? 

A It is so • . 

Q One more matter. You testified that there was direct 

wirele~s connection betw~en 14th Army Group and Tokyo. Was 

there also .direct wire connectim between 14th Al)Jlly Group
. . 

and Supreme Southern Command in Saigon? 

A Yes. What I referred to awhile ago as to the . commu-

nication between Tokyo and our headquarters was that there 

was merely a wireless communication available. However, 

.all matters pertaining to command functions had to go through 

Sai·gon, then to Tokyo. lherefore we always maintained wire-

less communication with Southern Army Headqua·rters at ~aigon. 

Q. And was the ' same thing true in reverse, that. is, orders 
_<)from Tokyo to you? 

Yu.__ --- A 

. -
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MAJOR KERR: . One more question, sir. 

RECROSS EXAMINATI-ON 

Q {By Major. Kerr) This NQguchi 1mit was directly under 

Shimbu ~hudan, was it not? 
.. 

A Arter February when Noguchi~it came under the command 

of Iwabuchi Detachment it had to go through Shimbu Shudan. 

Q _ Did that apply even when eanbat was not in ·progress? 
·' 'A Not until after February the 4th, the 4th of February. _ ... 

·.. . ;"" 
of this year. 

Q After Feb~uary 4th, this year, was the Noguchi unit 
,..

d~rectly under Shimbu S~udan for any purpose at all? 

A After the 4th of February, tht!"" year, Noguchi unit 

never did come under the direct command of Shimbu . Shudan. 

It was under the command of .the Iwabuchi Detachment. 

Q Was the Iwabuchi Detachment responsible for the dis-

cipline of the Noguchi' unit after February ·4th? 
' 

A After 4th of_February this year in reference to dis-

cipline, and so forth, that does hot pertain to operational 

matters, they received order from Kobayashi Heidan,which w~s 

in charge· of Manila defense. 

Q That is,' this or.gani zat ion up here ( indicating) was 

a part of _Shlmbu Shudan? 

A · Yes. 

Q Then tne re ..was a connection between· Shimbu ·shudan am 

Noguchi unit after February 4th? 

INTERPRETER ASANO: Will you read the question? 

{Question.read) 

A Yes. There was a connection through Iwabuchi Detach-

ment and Shimbu Sh~dan • 

• 
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Q (By Major Kerr) Now let me get this straight. You 

are saying now ·that after February 4, 194, the only connec-
. . 

tion ·between the Noguchi unit and Shimbu Shudan wa~ through 

Iwabuchi; .11 that correct? 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we object to .t e ques~1on in that 

it ·,_misstates the testimony. completely. The testimony ~as 

quite to the contrary. 

MAJOO KERR1 I suggest . the reporter read this witness' .. 
last previous answer. 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is satisfactory. 1-

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The reporter 1'111 read the last 
~ 

previous answer .given by the witnes~•.\, ""· . 

(The question and answer referred to were read by the 
reporter as follows: 

"Q Then there was a connection between Shimbu Shudan 

and Noguchi unit atter February 4th? 

"A Yes. There was a connection through Iwabuchi 

Detachment am Shimbu Shudan".) 

MAJOR Krom: ExactlyS 

CAPTAIN REEL: _The previous question and answer. He 

says ther: -~~-s a co_nnecti_on, · 1t is true'· bU1_ ~e previous 

____q_ues.tion and answer- has a ·dif'ferent connotation. 

MAJOR I<ERR: In view or the previous testimony what is 

the ,.objection to the question? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission reels that counsel 

is quite out or order ~ased on the answer to the ·1ast ques 7 
-tion. · It is a confusing thing and the Commission will re-

ceive additional information. In fact, there is additional 

information the Commission-will ask. But the last question 
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asked by the Prosecitor is clearly proper in view of the 

answer given. to the preceding-question. · 
-

You may proceed. 

MAJOR KERR:- I simply want, si,r, to tie this witness 

down to some definite testimony so that he cannot squirm out 

.- -of it later. 1· am sure that the Commission wants to know 

' · what are the tacts. -That is .all I ·am trying to adduce. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we ask that that last statement be 

stricken from the record. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution is quite out or 

order. and it will be stricken from the record. 

·MAJOR KERR: May we ·have the question put to the wit- .,,.,

.ness? ·· 

(Pending question read) 

A No. In matters pertaining to discipl!ne the comman-

ding office·r . of Kabayashi Heidan was in charge •
• 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will now interrupt. 

There is a possibility that the confusion results in 

a mistind.erstanding of the t~rni •iresponsibility for discipline". 

Let us inquir~ along this channel: 

One respons ib 111ty would be that dis·cipline _was main-

tained. Surely the witness does not wish to state that a 

commander· is not responsible that discipline is maintained 

wi·thiri. the units reporting to him. But it might well be 

that he means "responsibility for the procedures or the 

.lllf .-. ~echanics by which discipline is maintained". That would 
··., 

be quite logical, because the Naval force would be governed 

by Naval regulati0ns as to the maintenance of discipline 

and the Army force wo~d be governed by regula_tions provided 

• 
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!or the Army• 

. \ So there is a real difference in the meaning: respon

sibility that discipiine is maintained, and responsible for 

the procedures or mechanics_·or_carry~_it out. 

Think that over. The Commission will recess !OJ!.-. 

approximately ter minutes. 

(Short recess) 

., 
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The Commission is in session. 

You1may proceed. 

Q (By Major Kerr) I believe you said thet after 

FebrlU'ry- 4, 1945, the Noguchi unit was Ul'Xler the Iwabuchi 

Detachment, part of the Iwabuchi Detachment. 

/, (Through Interpre·ter Yajima) Was under the command 

of the Iwabuchi Detachment. 

Q But that w~s for land combat purposes only? 

A It was only for land combat. 

Q And that the tactical command over the Noguchi unit 

was with the Iwabuchi Detachment with respe~t to combat 

only? 

A Yes. 

Q What do you mean by "tactical control" as between the 

Iwabuchi Detachment and the Noguchi unit? 

A ·Regarding the tactical command of. combat it was a 

command to advance or ret~eat or to occupy a certain 

place·. 

Q Did it include . where. to fight and how to fight and 

whom to fight? 

A Yes, it was included. 

Q You said that after February 4th, control over 

-command over the Noguchi unit, so far .a~ discipline was 

concerned, was under the Kobayashi Heidan, a part of the 

Shimbu Shudan? 

A Yes. 

Q What matters would come ttnder the term "discipline,"· 

as you have used it, during combat of the Noguchi unit? 

A . It is just ordinary discipline • 

., 

.;: 
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Q do ' you mean by "ordinary discipline"? 

A The disciplihe, . military discipline in general is the. 
same all over, that is what l mean. 

Q - For instance, tbe matter of wearing the uniform, the .. 
. . 

method of wearing the uniform, that would still_ be con-

trolled by Kobayashi Heidan, so tar as the Noguchi unit 
. ~: 

was concerned? .. 

. A Yes. 

·Q And the discipline as between officers and men would 

be controlled, then, by the parent organization? 

A Yes. ., 

Q If during combat, after -February 4th,.! one~more 

men of the Noguchi unit turned and ran, what could 

Iwabuchi do about it? 

A The Iwabuchi Detachment commander was to make a 

r ·eport of tfiis fact to the commander of the Kobayashi 

Heidan. However, the ~wabuchi Detachment cannot try Army 

personnel in a naval court-martial. 

Q CouJ.d not Iwabuchi order that man to turn around 

and fight? 

A Legally not. However, as an -officer he has the 

authority to order bim to 
~ 

go back and fight. 

Q What if he disobeys that order? 

A That fact is reported to the commander of the 
/' . 

Kobayashi Heidan, and the Kobayashi HeidB.!_l commander will 

act accordingly. 

Q What if this Noguchi unit man strikes an officer of 

Iwabuchi? 

A That fact l!l\lSt be reported to the. commander at the 
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Kobarash1 Heidan 1mmlat~1Y and take necessarr .action. 

Q You me~ to say that there is nothing Ivtabuchi him-

~se~f . Qould do about it except ·to report it? 

A · Yes. 

Q What -if Iwabuchi ordered the NQguch1 unit to attack 

~-certain enemy position, but instead that unit disobeys 
·, 

that order and attacks another position? 

A A report ~s made to t~e Kobayashi Heidan and necessary 
I 

actions are taken. 

Q There is nothing that lwabuchi could do at ~hat time 

and place itmnediately? ., 
A Yes; nothing· can be done about that. 

Q If this .Noguchi unit having been ordered to attack 

or hold a certain position abandons that mission and in

stead stops to ·pillage or to loot some building in that 

area, 1s there anything that Iwabuchi could do -about it 

then and there? 

A The commander of the Iwabuchi Detachment can tell the 

man of the Iwabuch1 unit not to do those things, but since 

he·' has no autho:l'ity to take any action, that fact must be 
. . 

reported to the . Kobayashi Heidan. 

Q What would Kobayashi Heidan . then do~about it? 

A Kobayashi Heidan will take the necessary action. · 

Q·· What action? 

A. They are brought before a court-martial for in-

subordination. 

Q Then that is the only affirmative action that can be 

taken in combat with respect to disobedience of a comb~t 

order?I . 

,, 
' 

-3425' 

I 



A There is no other way besides that. 

Q 1Fould Kobayashi -Heidan report that to Shimbu s~udan? 

A They do report it. 

Q And i n a . serious case would the Shimbu Shudan report 

that to the higher commander~ 

A' The co.~nder of the S~imbu Shuda_n, after trying these 

. cases in a military court, will make a report to the 14th 

Army group. ·.. 
Q Now, let's take the relationship between Shimbu Shudan 

and the Iwabuchi Detachment. Assuming the t you had come -
., 

down into Manila after Janwry 6, 1945, ~ during combat 

operations of the Iwabuchi Detachment -- I will withdraw 

the question. 

Then you want the Corranission to understand that even 

fn combat the unit commander who commands an attached unit 

hQS absolutely ,no authority or control over tl'iat attached 

µnit, is that correct? 

A In case .of an Army unit. there is a so-called chain 

or command. However, in the Japanese Army there is the 

· combined Na·vy· and Army uni t .s, and in such cases the Navy 

does -nut have 8:Dy-complete authority over the Army sub-
, 1 

ordinates, and vice-versa •. 

, Q We understand that. But what you have told us 

a~ounts in effect to ·this, does it not: that if one unit 

of the Army is under ~he command of a Navy man, . or vice

versa, the commanding officer has no means of enforcing 

his command? 

A He has. no authorJty to command the obedience of 

such order, but he had authority to advise on such matters. 
'· 
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Q Why were Army and Navy units combined Wider one 

.. . 

commander in the defense of Manila? 

A ' It 1s more convenient to control the men under one 

commandei-.• 

· Q How can one commander control one unit if he can 

merely advise units only in his ~wn branch? 

A In my opinion I think the battle or Manila ha~, saown 
' .. . 

. .the possibi~ity of one commander to have the ~~hor11" to 

punish -- to give punishment -- without the authority -to 

punish, educate, or to b~ in charge of per~onnel. 

MAJOR KERR: Wil~ you read that answer back? 

(Answer read •..) 
~ 

MAJOR KERR: I suggest the Interpreter strike that 

anq. give it again.· 

Will you read the question? 

(Question read.) 

MAJOR KERR: Withdraw the qµestion-. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : That isn't necessary.· The meaning 

of the witness 1s quite clear. He is only pointing out 

difficulties faced by commanders when units of both the 

Army and Navy are placed under his control. 

MAJOR KERR: Then the question and answer ·will stall? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question and answer will 

stand unless there is objection by the Defense_. 

CAPTAIN REEL:- There is no objection if the Inter

preter :understood the answer and · so gave it. 

Q (By Major Kerr) If the commanding officer of the 

Iwabuchi Detachment saw, during combat, a man or m~n of 

the Noguchi unit committing some wrongful act, such as 
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looting or killing civilians wrongfully, could that 

Iwabuch~ commander order the arrest ot thos& men? 

A He can stop and arrest them but he carmot punish t}J.em. 

Q He cant however, put them under arrest? 

A ' . Yes. · 

Q'· Is it his duty to do so? 

A It is an a~thority given to an oft1cer. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts. We 

have. a few que~tions. 

EXAMINATION ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION 
. . . -

Q (By General Reynolds) Could the Military Police of .,,---
the Japanese Army al'rest and confine a member of the 

Jap·anese Navy? 
-A Yes; the Kempei Tai has the authority to do it. 

Q- Now, General Muto, let us attack this from a some-

what different _approaoh to see if we cannot gain a clear 

understanding of your meaning. Let us assume that 

General Yamashita gave you .a specific combat _mission. 

Let us next assume that he provided you two military 

forces with which to execute the mission. Let us next 

assume that one belonged to the Army and one belonged to 

the Navy. You tried to accomplish your mission but 

failed to do so. The reason you failed is because the 

commander of the naval unit and his personnel refused to 

carry out your orders, and even wf'thdrew when you ordered 

them to attack. 

Do you clearly understand the imaginary course of 

events? 

(To· the Interpreter) Ask him the question whether 

·.. 

. <) 

-
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,,,,,-
he understands cleP-rly this imaginary com-se of events. _ 

Whom would General famashita hold responsible for 
. . 

the failure to execute the mission which he had ordered? 

A · He .will recognize that as my responsibility. 

Q Isn't that an exact parallel- to the situation in 

Manila, the commanding general of the Shimbu force was 
given a mission; he was provided with ftrmy and Navy forces. 

·' 
Discipline broke down, He was unable to control the l'l8V&l · · ' · .. · 

·,. . .. . f 

forces in all particulars and was not the commanding 

general of the $himbu group the person responsible to 
1-

General Yamashita? 
., 

_,,--
INTERPRETER YAJIMA: Will you read the question? 

(Question read) 

A What I am trying to convey is the responsibility 

as a commander and th~ accomplishment of the mission. 

However, , the commander has -- however, ~he responsibility 

of individua~ crimes or discipli~e is a different story. 

GENffiftL REYNOLDS: Is he now saying that the com ~- ' 

mander is responsible for the maintenance of discipline? 

INTERPRETER YAJIMA: He has. 

GENEaAL REYNOLDS: But that the mechanics Ol' pro

cedures or channels may pass through either ·Army or Navy· 

hands as the case may be? 

~HE WITNESS: In case of a Navy it goes through 

channels through the Navy; in case of the Army it goes 

through channE:_l'S through the Army. 

Q (By General Reynolds) But the commander, whether 

Army or Navy, is re.sponsible that discipline is maintained, 

A · Re is subJect to administrative reprimand, but is .. 
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· not subject to criminal arrest, criminal punishment. 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Very well, we will leaye the 
•' . 

subject. 

I wo~ld like to a-sk Gener.al Muto ·a few questions of 

a general nature for background purposes. 

MAJOR KERRf If . the cor:nmission please, may I ask 

- - that the last question by the Commission be addressed to 

this wi~ess ag~in? I believe there is some question of 

interpretation. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: _The last question to which the 

· witness has already answered? 

.MAJOR KERR: Yes. 

GENERAL RE'fNOLOOs /re you ready to translate what 

I said? 

INTERPRETER YA JIM.A: Yes, si·r. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read. the last question and the 

·last answer. 

(Reco~d read by the r~porter.) 

GENF.:RAr.· REYNOLDS: ·Perhaps we should restate that 

and be ·sure th~ w1 tne~s understands the question, and 

obtain a new answer. 

INTERPRETER -YAJIMP: Will y9u plea~e. read the ques

tion again? 

(Record again .read by the reporter.) 
-THE WITNESS: As a cummamer it is ·his authority

I 

it- is his duty to supervise and instruct his men. It is 

the seme in both A~my and_Navy regarding discipline. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. -Now you can make the 

statement tq the witness · that was made pr~viously• 

._ ... . 
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I~ERP.RETr - YAJIMA: Is it the pr~vious statement, 

· sir? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: . Yes• 

In Tokyo, is it correct, that there 1s a separate 

War Ministry and a . separate Na'VY Ministry?
. . , 

THE WITNESS: Yes, that is· correct. 

Q. (By General R.~ynolds) And are they in turn 

responsible diredtly to the head of the Government, the 

War Ministry and Navy Ministry, are they responsible 

directly to the head of the Government? 

INT~PRETER BOARDMAN: Do you mean the Emperor, or 

the Premier? ., 

~GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Premier. 

THE WIT?raSS : They are in the Cabinet. 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Now, in your other operations in 

the Southwest Pacific, have you had occasions to use com

bined Army and Navy forces under a single command? 

THE WITNESS: I do not know the details, but it 

seems that there were combined operations in various areas 

in the South Paoifio. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do rou know of specific instances 

in Japanese operations, other than in-'Luzon, where Navy 

troops were placed under Army command? 

·THE ·vVITNESS: When I was a commander 1n · SUmatra, 

Divisional Commander 
,-
in Sumatra, there was an occasion 

where naval units were under my command. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do you recall whether the attack 

against Java and Sumatra in 1942 was a' joint operation 

under a single commander? 
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THE WITNESS: It was a combined operation, . but not -

under the same commander. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is the subject of combined opera

tions taught extensively in the Japanese War .College? 

THE WITNF.SS: They are taught in general~, but not in 

detail. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess until 

1:30 this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at 1140 hours, a recess was taken until 

1330 hours, 27 November 1945.) 

\ 

J. 

,. 

.. 
• 

·,. 
• 
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AFTERNOON SESSION· 

(The trial was resumed, pursuant to recess, at 1330 

hours.) 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, all the members of the ·coimnission ~ 
~ 

are present, the Accused 
. 

and Defense Counsel .are present. 

(The witness on the -stand at the time of rece~s, 

Aki~a Muto, resumed the stand.) 
. . ' ... 

. • a. 
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Defense hav~ fur~h~r 

questions to ask this witness? 
1-CAPTAIN REEL: No questions •., 

GENERAL REYNOLDS :· ~ the Prosecution have further . 
_,.___ 

questions to ask this witnessi 

MAJOR KERR: _No further qu~stions, ·sir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: · He is dismissed. 

(Witness excused.) 

MAJOR KERR: At this time', sir, the t rosecution · . · _ • 
requests the chart which has been ·receiv~d in evidence as 

Defense Exhibit No. AA be stri'cken, for the reason that it 

·1s demonstrably incomplete, inaccurate and misleading, 

particularly .with respect to the representation ot the 

Noguchi unit. 

Now, the testim9ny in this case shows that the Noguchi 

unit ~s a. part of the Kobayashi Heidan; therefore, it is 

properly sho,m as a part of the Shimbu Shudan.· Its 

relationship to the Iwabuchi Detachment is incidental, 
. ' . . 

and if this system of designating command responsibility 

or chain of command is to be employed it should appear 
-~ 

·principa~ly as .a part of Shimbu Shuda~, with a broken line 

\ 

. . 
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in connection with :Iwabuc~. ·This chart does not show the 

Noguchi unit as having any connection at all with the 

Shimbu Shudan, and we submit that in t~t particular it is 

incomplete, inacc\U'ate and misleading. 

GENERAL_REYNOLDS: Are there ·co~ents . by the -Defense? 

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. Vie agree that the chart 

has not been compieted, but it is not inaccurate and it is 

not at all misleading. The Noguchi 
. 

uni~ .
. 
is ~art ot the 

" .. •"' .. 1 ... f' 
Kobayashi Heidan; it is included within that · term. We don't 

think there is anything misleading or inaccurate about that 

chart at all. 

We remind"the Commission that the chart was prepared 
. 

at the Commission's request, .and we offered it 1~ response 

to that request or the Commission. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Considering the chart in connec-
• 

tion wi-th the lengthy ·testimony given · by General Muto, in 
. ' . . J. 

which a considerable number of points were .explained at gr~t 

length, the ·commission feels that the chart is adequate . 

for the purpose intended. That purpose was to help clarify 

in the minds or the members of the Comm1ss1.on the intricate 

command channels within the Japanese armed forces after 

, Janut y 6, 194S-. 
/ 

Hence, the exhibit is accepted by the Commission for .· 

such _pr.obative ·value, if any, as 1t shall be held to 

possess_. 
. . 

Defense may pr9ceed. 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, is a photostatic copy to ye sub

stituted for the large ·chart? 
. <) 

If • 

C~AIN REEL: Yes,· sir. We will have _Qhotostatic 
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copi~s or both or the charts. 

JOHN D. RIDGE . 

recalled as a witness on behalf of the Defense, having been 

prev!ously duly sworn, was examined and testifi~d further 
. . 

as f ol,lows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Sandberg) · Will you s·tate your name and ,.. 

·rank, please'l - '' ... 
. f'

A John D. Ridge, Major, Corps of Engineers. 

Q Andy~ present assignment? 

A Chief, Philip~ine Island Section, G-2, GHQ ; AFPAC. 
~ . ' . 

Q You were sworn before this-,--Commission this morning, 

and started your testimony at that time, is that correct? 

A I was sworn last week. 

Q Have you had an opportunity since this morning to 

compare the exhibit marked for identification by Defense 

this morning, representing extractJ from the publicatio~ 
. . 

"Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Pl?-ilippines"? 

A ·I have. 

Q I show you.. the Defense Exhibit marked for identi-

fication thi$ morning, and entitled "Guerrilla Resistance 

Movements in the _iPhilippines," and ask if' that represents 

a true extract from that publication?. \ 

,A It is .almost completely a true extract. In this 

copy I made a very f'ewm!nor corrections in spelling and 

tense, but· ~e thought: 1s identical to that in the book 

to wbich you have reference • 

Q .,I am _going to read from these extracts, and in any 
~ 

case where th~re is any difference 1n spelling or tense, 

•. . 
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will you so indicate? 

A Right. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: · Rather than do that, after pe 

finishes let him indicate at that time any changes. 

Do you_propose to read the entire document? ~ 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No, sir, I do not. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commissio~ has studied the 
, -

document and is willing to have it ·r~~d~ , _How much ot it 
' . ,::, 

do you propose to read, approx1ma·tely1 .J fourth or half, 

or three-fourths? 
-: . . 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I think, sir, it is about a third. 

' GEN'ERAlrfIBYNOLDS: Very well. Go ahead. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: (aeading from Defense Exhibit V 

for identification.) On page 2: 
' . , 

. • 11Following the .disorganization of USAFFE during,, 

the ~api~ J _apanese a·dvance and the USAFFE retreat into 

Bataan, many un;ts and r~ants of uni_~~._ .becam~ isolated _J. . . 

from their. qonm;iands. These ~its and remnants became the 
. . 

nuclei of gu.e~rilla organizations that formed almost 

inunediately. Prior to USAFFE surrender in May 1942, 

these guerrilla units harrassed enemy garrisons and 

contained substantial enemy forces. Dwindling supplies 

and Japanese policing which became more thorough as 

occupation developed, decreased guerrilla activity. The 

surrender of USAFFE accelerated ·the surrender of guer

rilla units and di.spersed the remainder. :.Most of the . 

. dispersed units did not give up but formed underground •' .. 

grou, s, many of which have lived o~~an~ are still acti~~ 

"Central Luzon in mid 1944 presented a picture of 
· , ·.• 7 
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a number of organizations with considerable overlapping 

in both area and pers~nnel • . By far the largest unit in 

point of view of numbers is the Marking group. The main 

op!3ra~ing are of this unit is located eas_t of Man~la., 

put arriliated organizations-extend throughout centrai 
. . 

Luzon. If we may believe the reports _of the Marking's, 
. . 

Ramsey and the President Quezon's Own Guerrillas, ~here .. . 
~re at least 300,900 guerrillas in the central_Luz~n~a~e~ : 

· This number of names may be on the rolls. It is, how~ver, 

certain that most of them live at home. and are only
\• 

nominal supporters ~or the ~errilla movement. 
~ 

"The history of guerrillas in other areas has showi:i 

that the pivil populace is organized to assist active 

guerrilla units through planting and harvesting of food 

crops, moying supplies, and acting as messengers and 

intelligence agents. The organizat~ons now in L~zon are 

• familiar with t~e pr~-war Military Dis~rict organization 

. and are attempti~ to conform to these pre-war boundaries. 

No c~ordinated military district commands exist today; 

recent arrivals of SWPA personnel will undoubtedly 

clarify yhe present situation and promote more harmoniou~ 

relat'ionships between the various guerrilla units. 

"Hukbalajaps" --

G~NERAL REYNOLDS: Before you go on, can you _identify 

the time when this was prepared? Was it prepared, for 

example, before the cessation of hostilities, o~ after? 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Yes, sir. This document was pre-

pared prior to the Leyte operation. I might ask the w:ttness 

· for precise information as to the time and method of pre-

.. . 
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paration. 

~ENERAL .REYNOLDS: I wish you would J -

Q (By Captain ·Sandberg) Will you state, Major --

A The document WftS originally prepared to assist 
. -

plannings ·for ~perations against th various islands in 

the Philippines group, and it was brought out in sections 

as the islands became immediately- .of 'interest, and was 

finally compiled in one book after the landing on Luzon. 

But the parts dealing with Luzon and the other parts 

quoted here were prepared prior to the landing at 

.,Lingayan. 
1-

/ 

Q And will you state, MajorJ what"'was the basis of 

. information for the preparation of this document? 

A It was .based on reports · from guerrilla headquarters 

from Southwest Pacific area personnel who actually pene

trated into the islands, and from, to some extent, cap-
' 

tured Japanese documents. 

Q And subsequent to the arrival of the American forces 

in the Philippines, but prior to thepreparation of the 

volume, was any effort made to check and corroborate 

those reports? 

A Yes. Of course, all information was evaluated and 

interpreted and collat~d and put into reasona~le summary 

/ form of the situation, so far as we could confirm it. 

Where there is any reasonable_doubt, the report does not· 

make positive sta~ements. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That is sufficient. Go ahead. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: (Reading from Defense Exhibit V 

for identification;) "Hukbalajaps: The 'Hukbalajaps,' a 
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semi-political, semi-bandit organization centered in 
. . 

Bulacan and Pampanga, in one ot t~e largest and most 

powerful guerrilla org·anizations in central Luzon. It 

• owes no ~llegian~e to the U. s., the Philippine Common

wealth, or ~apari and has constituted a .problem not qnly 

to .,the Japanese but to loyal guerrilla organ.izati_ons and 

int~lligence nots. It will probably remain a difficult 

problem during reoccupation and possibly afterwards. 

Little definite information on the organization is avail

able, and the following discussion must be regarded as 
1· 

tentative. The frequent use ot aliase~ by members of the 
~ 

organization has contributed to the ·-0onf'usion • 

. "'Hukbalajap' is a word coined from the initial 

syllables of the Tagalog title of the organization, 'Hukboag 

Bayan Laban sa Japon,' or 'People's Army to Fight the 

Japs.' In Tarlac Province it has also been ref~rred to 

. as the 'Paja,' short tor 'People's Anti-Jap Army.•. The 
·., .• ,Q . 

individual members are often referred to as 'Huks.' 
. . 

I 

"The organization was founded at Mount Arayat · in 

Pampanga late in Marc_h 1942 by a group of intellectuals, 

disgruntled politic~ans, an~ ·socialists and communists 

in Pampanga. It .is said to be modeled on Chinese communist 

organizations, and it is probable that Chinese had a hand 

in "1e early organization• . It c°laims to represent t}le 

miiitary phase of the United Front Party-, a coalition of 

socialist and communist: elements , and early activities 
' 

were largely political. A 1NAJUF 1 (National Anti-Japanese 

United Front) policy was proclaimed, and the organization 

issued numerous manifestos proclaiming that their .objective 
• 
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was the estklishment. of a democratic l)eople's state in 

the ,?hilippines afte~ the war, free from all foreign 

domination and with representation for all. The .Americans 

were to oe _allowed to liberate the Ph~lippines, but were 

then to be attacked if immedi-ate independence was not _ 

granted. Political figures of the Com.~onwealth Govern

ment were to be accepted only in so far as they could 

furnish a government not dominated by USP., Japan, or any 

other foreign country, either poli t:f:ca lly or c·ommercially. 

The H~balajap has said in its manifestos that the right 

of private property will be guaranteed in "heir post-

war government, as well as freedom of speech, press, 

assembly and residence. 

11.Although the Hukbalajap has maintained this propa

ganda line to the present day, reports indicate that their 

policy is definitely communistic and that their plans 

include the establishment of a communistic government in 

the Philippines after the war, on the early Russian model. 

It is probable that there are also connections with 

communistic elements in C~ina. 

"Military activities are at present under the direc

tion of Juan Feleo, also reported as a member of the 

Mil"itary Committee with the rank of General, commanding 

all Hukbalajap armed forces. He .is the former President . / 

of the Co)"]rnunis t Party of the Philippines. During 1942 

and 1943 attacks were made on Japanes e railroad shipments, 

garrisons, and convoys, and some disruption of the 

Japanese supply line into Manila from the north was 

achieved. The organization has consistent'iy refused to 
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cooperate with other guerrilla groups, and has been con

sistently ruthleS$ and violent in its activities. They 

early ann9unced their intention of fighting any other 

guerrilla groups <t~ey considered pro-Japanese, and soon - . .. 
characterized the Marking-and USFIP or USAFFE as such. 

Conflicts with other guerrilla g~oups were frequent_, 
' . . . 

and by mid 1944 the Hules were actively fighti~ all J hqir 

guerrilla neighbors. Ambush, arrogance, deceit.. aild ~ •· - ~ . :; 

treachery have marked these conflicts. In the l~st. 'tw.elve 

months· these anti-guerrilla activities have sharply in-
1-

creased, and llave been .extended to include all BC (Bureau 
_,,,,-- j 

of Constabulary) units suspected of aiding other guerrilla 

outfits, as well as puppet office ·holders, rich Filipinos, 

and all others considered to be pro-American. Many of 

these have been ambushed and murdered, particularly in 

Pampanga and Bulacan. . Americ~n pilots shot down ov~r 

their areas have been held, and a_t least one is reported .. 
killed by the lllkbalajap. R~bbery, plunder and indis

criminate killing have correspondingly increased; the vic

tims. being civilians, guerrillas, Japanese, 1 Americans, 

Fiiipinos, office holders and puppets, without apparent 

discrimintation. 

"Since early 1944 there has been a· lessen~ng of 

Hukbalajap attacks on Japanese installations, and it has 

several times been- reported that the Japanese ar e arming 

-Jaie Htikbalajap, probably as a cheap means of combatting 
~- l 

the guerrilias~ It is known that high Japanese officials 

visited .Pedro Abad Santos, Hukbalajap leader, at .San 

Fernando, Pampanga, in June 1944; -and it is certain that· 
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the Japanese made no effort to interfere with H~ajap

Constabulary conflicts in September and October 1944. 
. . 

"Arms for the combat units have been obtained mostly 

. from the battlefields of Bataan, and from looted . Japanese 

and Constabulary installations and captured or killed 

guerrillas. In· November 1944, Hukbalajap ar~ent was 

reliably reported to be about 4,000 rifles, 500 automatic 

rifles, ·25 machine guns and miscellaneous side· arms. ·' . 
. . . . '

~ 
· .. 

Ammunition supplies have been consistently low - s~nce ~94~, 

and ar~ now believed to be not more than 60 rounds per gun. 

In the Laguna '}llits there are probably not ~ore than 200 

rifles. 

"Membership of the Hukbalajap was at first composed 

largely of liberals and some communists , possibly with 

a number of former members of labor unions. Total member~ 
, 

ship claimed has increased greatly in the last year, and 

'it is probable that the Hukbalajap now includes a large . 

proportion of the former members of the Sakdalista party 

in central Luzon, as well as opportunist underworld 

' 
I 

characters and a large proportion of ex-USAFFE men 

forced to cooperate through necessity or through threats 

·to 
~ 

the well-being of their families. For this reason, 

and because the level of military · training is uniformly 

low, it is probable that Hukbalajap units will not 

resist invading American troops, and may be of assistance. 
. ' 

However, some units under more strict control from the 

command may give trouble. 

"Fil-American Irregular Troops (FIAT): In i942 
. <, 

this group was in the mountains nea.r . Antipolo) Rizal, 

• 
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--- -

under the leadership of Col. Hugh Straughn, who was 

attempting to unfit the command" -- (pause) 

THE 1.•'ITNF..SS : That should be ·"unite. " 

CAPTAIN SNlDBERG: (Continuing) "-- to unite the -

command of the ·var1ous central Luzon guerrillas. ~ubse-. . . . ~--. 

quent information has .proven that Col. Straughn inay 

have. almost succeeded in his purpose. ·His contacts 

extended from central Luzon area of Bulcan and Pampanga 

to the tip of B1cols with Gov. Escudero and l~aj. Sandico. 

flmost all known organizations in central Luzon were at 

.one time or another working wi.-th him. He is said to 

have be~; responsible for the founding of--1:tarkings in 
~ 

Riza-l, tile Hunters in Cavi te, and Quezon's OWn Guer-

ril1ds in I:aguna, . Batangas and Tayabas. He assumed the 

title Supreme Comman~er of the South Central Luzon Guer

rillas and was considered as such by the Japanese·. 
' . 

11 ..\pparently some rift developed betwe n the power

ful Marlclngs and the FAIT and Col. Stral!ghn w-es betrayed, 

some say by leaders of the Markings Guerrillas, in August 

. 1943. The coordina_M,.on which he had established was lost 

follow~ 1.g his capture. 11 

I ' 

"Marking · Guerrillas: The l.~arking Gue1•rillas were 

founded in April 1942 and now claim to have conta·ct 

throughout central. Luzon. It ap~ears to be cne of the 

largest single organizations on Luzon. r-ome of the Fil-. . 

American Irregular Tr~ops near Manila united with the 

_Mar~ings in May 1944: 

"The stronghold of this gr·oup 1s in the Sierra 

/ 

-.. 

· Madre Mountains in Rizal. .. The -leader of the group · is ... ---
.-
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,,,--
Marcos Villa Agustin, but the backbone of the organiza-

tion is a woman . lmown as Yay Panlillo. The identity or 

Augustin is not known• . Yay Panlillo is a newspaper 

. reporter and she is reported as both pro- and anti
., 

American. 

"The group is reported by_ several ·sources to be 
~-

unscrupulous in the procurement and character- or i~s 

membership, and ruthless in its deal~ngs • .This ·se ed · ·.. "' \ - ; 

to be particularly true up to early 1944. It ~lai~s a 

membership of 200,000 but this figure ' is queried by the,-
source (considered fairly reliable) of the information. 

' .,,-
One source report~the arms total 5,ooo. Supplies have 

been sent t o the organization by ·Maj. Anderson and letters 

· were sent to SWPA via Anderson in August 1944. Anderson , 

believes t~e only objective of the group is the elimina

tion of the common enemy and .has reported nothing unfavor-

able concerning their recent ac~ivities. .. 
"Th~ headquarters, in Rizal, concerns itself with 

troops, propaganda, enemy dispositions, etc. Luzon, is 

divided into three main areas which are semi-autonomous 

~o far as operations are concerned." 

And at the bottom or that page: 

"President Quezon's Own Guerrillas: This unit 

qperates in central Laguna, Batangas and western central 

Tayabas under thb control of Vicente Umali, former Mayor 

of Tiaong, Tayabas. The Marking Guerrillas claim the 

President Quezon• s . Own Guerrillas as an affiliate, but· . 

this claim is believed false. Nothing was lmo'\\fl of the 

President Quezon• s Own Guerrillas until late 1943 when•· 

3444 
' 



Lt. Primitive San Agustin v1 ent to Mindanao to establish 

contac.t with SWPA. A radio wa~ sent from Mindanao and 

contact has been maintained with the unit since June 1944. 

The roster of t~e unit indicates that there might be as 

many as· 10,000 men in the orgB.?i..zation, divided into 11 

regiments. It is very likely that these persons are 

·generally living at home and comprise the basis of 

development when equipment is available. Many of the .. 
members of the organization are Bataan veterans." 

And page 7, in the middle of the page: 

11 Col. M. M. Zabet Guerrilla Unit: The Camp 

Balintawak guerrilla group of Albay is headed by self

styled Lt. Col. Montano M. Zabat, pre-war 1st Lt., 

Traffic Officer of Albay and Sorsogori. Shortly after 

the Japanese landings in Legaspi he reported to the 

headquarters of the Philippine Constabulary in Manila, 
' they returned tq Albay. 

"After the surrender on Bataan, he organized a 

guerrilla unit in Albay with the assistance of former 

Mayor Rempillo of Oas and Lt. Llenarizas, a former 

Constabulary officer. Reports indicate that the acti

vities of the group in 1942-43 in raising funds and 

supplies were indiscriminate and his reputation among 

civilians none too savory. According to Gov. ·Escudero 

he later r,eeded out bad el..ements in his group but his 

reputation remained shady. 

11 In June 1944, Lapus atte:mpted to force Molinas, 

one of Zabat•s leaders into leaving Sabat and joining 

his organization, with no success. In retaliation,-

-.C.-.------

' .. . 
"' 
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Zabat with 90 men on July. 21 raided the town or Manito 

in Lapus ' ar~a killing se~eral ot the latter•$ follovters 

and ~ltreating civilians. 

·_ !'Crafty and unscrupulously zea],ous in ·his efforts-· 

to capture command of. the 5th. MD, Zabat has left rew 

stones unturned in the effort to realize his runbition. 11 

, 

I m~y say, sir, in this connection, there is no . 

~ndication that the Lapus mentioned here is the witne~s 

before the Commission. 

On page 8: "The Cebu area long enjoyed thei· reputa-., 
tion for having killed more jap~e than any other area. 

In their efforts to stamp 
~ 

out Japanese and Japanese 

sympathizers, the men, reportedly under Fenton, ,·,ent to 

extremes and many wanton killings of innocent citizens 

were reported." 

-On page 11: "Strong Japanese garrisons nnd a good 

road net, affording the enemy ·fair mobility, and the 

pres~nce of numerous Japanese patrols, have limited 

the Luzon guerrilla resistance movement to an 'under

ground.• the organization and control or Luzon forces 

at pre~erit is tar below that existing in the Visayas 

or Mindanao. Raids and campaigns by the Japanese, and ' 

political pressure brought to bear on guerrillas and 

those who support them, have resulted in frequent changes 

bf loyaltie~ and organizational hierarchies. Unification 

of command such as has been achieved in the Visayas and 

on Mindanao has not been attained on Luzon. The picture 
.<.t 

is rather one -~r _many groups of varying s~z.es, some 

·' 
' . & ~ 

. f 

r----....:.i-_coop atinJ and~a ~ew at o~ds with their _neighbors, but 
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all maintaining M underground organization-concerned 

more with intellig~nce , sabotage , propaganda and 

assassination than with actual ambushes and patrol 

action." 

On page· l2: "Many reports on guerrila activities 

in Mindoro are unclear or ambiguous, but it is clear 

the conflicting ambitions of guerriila l eaders have 

led to increasing friction between groups and have .. 
prevented effective unification of command. In an ef f ort 

to extend their powers, guerrilla leaders have inducted 

civilians to a point where they have been unable to ar m, 

feed nnd pay them. As a r esult t he civ-tllan population 

has carried a heavy burden; in some ar eas willingly, 

others under compulsion." 

Defense offers this exhibit into evidence . 

LIAJOR KERR: If the Commission please , the Prose

cution objects to the acceptance of this offered exhibit 

on the grounds that it is wholly irrelevant to the issues 

involved in this proceeding. The material describing 

or purporting to describe guerrilla units and leaders 

obviously has no connection uith the charge in this 
-

case. I find nothing in the offered exhibit which 

relates to any of the 1nc·idents set forth in the two 

Bills of Particulars supporting the charge. There is 

no evidence, no part of this pro{fered exhibit which 

even purports to apply to any of the incidents covered 

by the evidence fo r- the Prosecution, where the evidence 

is quite clear that the Japanese had committed the 

depred~tions involved,". and I see no connection, no · 

. . 

;: 3447 

Ii 



., 

-possible realistic connection, between the material 

which has been read .by or ref'err~d 
, 

to by counsel and 

the issues in this .case. 

Now, ·if. we are to get into a consideration ot the 
' . 

. personalities, the organj.zations, the activities, the 

purpases, the tactics of the guerrilla .units in Luzon 

and elsewhere in _the . Philippine Islands, I submit, sir, 

we will have gotten very tar afield. 

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The comments of Prosecution are 

noted_. The document will be .accepted by the Commission 1•
~ 

for- such probative value, if any, as i~ll be held 

to possess. 

Proceed. 

{Defense Exhibit V for identi
fication was received in 
evidence.) 

,• CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION · 

Q {By M~jor Kerr) Major , is it not a fact that 

the high conmand ot the United States armed forces 1n 

this theatre issued a dir.ective to the guerrilla leaders 

in this theatre-that their primary purpose would be to 

obtain information for our forces? 
I

A That vras -- those instructions were given at 
., 

varipus times to all guerrilla units with which we had 

contact. Now, there was a considerable period of time 

.in which we had no. ·contact with Luzon and had very 

little to say about what was done there by the guerrilla 

units. . · .. 
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unit should avoid combat ~ j th . the Japanese forces, 

except where necessary to protect themselves pr to 

accomplish their information or mission? 

A Yes, that was the substance of those instructions. 

MAJOR KERR~ · That is all. Thank you. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 
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HORMAN JAMES SPARNON -
' . 

a witness recalled on behalf or the Defense, having been 

previously duly sworn, was examined and testified further 

as follows: 

DIRECT-mcAMINATION 

MAJOR KERR: You have been prev.iously sworn, Capta~_n 

Sparnon? I ... 
THE WITNESS : Yes. .. . f ' 
MAJOR KERR: I w111 remind you that you are still -

under oath. 
., 

Q (By Captain Sandberg). Captain Sparnon, in your testi
.,,,;-

mony this .morning upon cross-examination by the Prosecuti on, 

the following questions and answers were had: 

"Q You have no knowledge as to orders which may 

have been transmitted by wire or radio? • 

"A No, we would not have that." .. 
Do you recall that? 

- A Yes, sir • . 

.Q Have you given further consideration to this question 

since this morning? 

A ~es, I have, sir. 

Q And have you something further to state in explanation? 

A I would like to clarify my answer now. The number 

of Japanese wireless logs containing both inward a~d outward 

messages that have be~n -captured is considerable. Such 

documents containing · cryptographic ma·terial wer.e of such 
' 

high priority that they were' forwarded direct to the GHQ 

organization _f~r this high priority purpose. 

After the organization had deleted the material that 
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.was of cryptographic import·ance, the document would p.e-
returned to A°TIS and items of intelligence value would be 

I . 
translated and published. 

Q So that the net result of that is that items of 

intelligence . alue which originated as wireless messages 

wouid be filed in the .ATIS _fHe? 

A Yes, where they are recorded in documents and in 

files. 

' .. .CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness. . f 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

Q (By ·Major Kerr) Those records that ATIS has on 
\• 

wireless or radio 1nessages would be merely the documents 
.,,-

referred to or recorded .in captured records? That is co_rrect, 

is it not, Captain? 

In other words, the recorded messages you referred 

to are those recorded in captured documents only? • 

A Yes, they are the company or, higher formation official 
.. 

files on the inward and outward messages. 

Q Your organizatioh has no record of the messages 

int~rcepted by the American Interceptor Service? 

·A Ne;,, they are in the hands of the organization to 

which those documents are referred to. 

MAJOR KERR: That is all. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q {By Captain Sandberg) Now, if, Captain, an order 

had been captured by an- American soldier in th~ City of 

Manila, w~ich was an order from Tokyo ordering _the 

destruction of the City of Manila, would that order be in 

the ATIS files? 

A Yes,. it would. 
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CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all. 

MAJOR KERR: No further questions. 

(Witness excused) 

KEICHOKU YOSHIDA 

called as a witness on behalf of the Defe!}se, havipg ,. been 

. first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows 

through Interpreter Asano, with Inter.preter Oishi acting as 

"check" Interpreter, assisted by Major Pratt:' ,. A • 

iUJOR GUY.: If the Commission please, I am_Major G~y. 

I am one of the Defense Counsel assigned on the origi nal . 

order, but· during the first days of the hearing.. I have been 

in Japan and since
., 

then I have been on other duties and this 
;,.-

is my first appearance as Counsel here. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Major _Guy) Will you state _your name? 

A Keichoku Yoshida. .. 
Q Where do you live? 

A Tokyo, Ja_pan. 

Q And what is your prof,ession? 

A I am an attorney at law. 

Q And how long have you practiced your profession in 

Tokyo? 

A Approximately thirty years. 

Q And · what is. the predo111inant type of law practice in 

which you are engaged? -

A In my profession I handle a few civil cases and was 

a law advisor to various firms and at the same time was 

official on several firms. I was an official of severs\ 



, 

firms. 

Q Mr. ·· toshida, have you ever been in the Japanese army, 

navy or any of · the armed services of Japan? 

A - · I do not })ave· any relation with the army or the navy. 

· MAJOR GUY: Well, will y_ou.-repeat the question: Have 

,; you ever been in any of the Japanese services? 
-· • THE WITNESS: No. 

. 
) ..

Q (By Major Guy) Do you know, that is, know perso~ally ~-
• .. ;•General Yamashita? 

A Yes. 
1-

Q And how long have you known him personally? 
.,,--

A I have known him about since six or seven years ago. 

Q Have you had any personal association with his older 

brother, and if so, for how long? 

A I have known the older brother of General Yamashita 

since about twenty-four or twenty-five ,lC8ars ago. 

Q Under what circumstances did you p~rsonally become 

acquainted with General Yamashita? 

A I knew a person by the name ot Sakazaki who was a 
. 

subordinate of General Yamashita and since I respected 

General Yamashita from what I heard, I ~as introduced to , 

General Yamashita by Sakazaki. 

Q And wa~ it $akazak1 who had served under General 

/ Yamashita at ·one time? 

A Once upon a time Mr.- Sakaz:aki was a soldier under · 

General Yamashita. 

Q Now, has your own association with General Yamashita 

been ca~ual or intimate? 

A . Our associa.tiox:i has been .very intimate. In fact, 
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were family friends and our ch1ldren ·v1s1ted my children 

visited his family quite .often. ~ 
. 

Q Does General Yamashita hAve any children or his own? 

.A No, there weren't any children at General Yama:shita•s 

home. 

Q Now, Mr. Yoshida, are you acquai~ted' with General 

Yamashita's reputation as an army officer_amongst th~ ·civi~ian
' ...population of Japan?. ·• .. . f 

I know it very well. 

Q Will you tell this Commis1ion wha-t that re~utation 

is? 
.,,,.-

A Among the people of~Japan General Yamashita was higply 

respected for his strong fighting spirit, high .jdeals and 

for his ~orals and deep sympathy towards each and every one 

and in his -strict mjlitary discipline. That was the 

reputation of General Yanashita in Japan. 

Q Now, Mr. Yoshida, rou ~ve referred to i ·tems of 

personal character. statement as . to his reputation. Will you 

elaborate upon that somewhat? In other words, I would ask 

you what is his personal reputation amongst the people of 

Japan as contra~ted with his personal military reputation• 

. A Aside from his military activities 
. 

General Yama·shi ta . 

was known for his friendship and for keeping his promises and 

for his hig,h character. Among the people of Japan he was 

respected as one -- as a pan of highest charac~er. 
' Q. Now, Mr. Yoshida, I will ask you whether 9r not this 

case which is now proceeding before this Commission has 

received cons~derable publicity in the Japanese newspape~s? 
. . 

. MAJOR .KERR: Sir, that is objected to as being 
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irrelevant unless Defense Counsel can show some reason why ~ 

it is relevant. 

MAJOR GUY: It is relevant; ft is· a foundation question, 

if the Commission ·please, for the purpose of showing whether 

or not he knew what ~thers thought of General Yamashita and 

I intend to · de~onstrate by the nex~ q-uestion whether or not 

there has been any diminution or change of public opinion as 

to General YaU1$Shita, since the case has been under way. 

¥AJOR KERR: We submit that question is irrelevant. 

Furthermore, I submit this witness has not been qualified as 

a Gallup Poll expert in Japan or one who knows what the 

thinking of the masses, o~ the people in Japan, is. He may 
.,,-

know what his own family thinks ~ 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: I take it the purpos e of Counsel 

is to have the witness testify as to character and the 

general background of the accused and the standing he has in · 

his home community. Is that correct? 

MAJOR GUY: That is the purpos e and I would like to 

say further in response to Prosecution's remark about the 

witness not being a Gallup Poll expert, that he was asked if 

he knew .what General Yamashita•s reputation was and he said 

that he did know. 

GENERAL REYNOLOO: The objection is not sustained and 

the question may be answered. 

MAJOR GUY: · Will you read the question? 

(Question read) 

THE WITNESS: · Yes. 
~ 

Q (By Major Guy) Has that publicity to your observation 

and to your knowledge had any adverse affects upon the high 
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regard nth which ._you have said the people of Japan regard 

General ~amashita? 

A No -- in fact, this publicity has had an adverse 

affect and the p~ople ' knowing General Yamas):iita to be a -per~on of such· high character .that the · public is in sympathy 

.with General Yamashita. 

·Q Will you elaborate and state why? 

A The public sympathizes a~d respects General Yamashita ~ ·¢ 

for his private life and for his public services and have 

sympathized with his past due to this and that matter r ega~d-

1ng his private life and to his misfortun~n his public
'. 

services because he was not 

INTERPRETER ASANO: Will you change my answer, 

please? 

THE WITNESS: And he ·did not receive due recognition 

for his abiliti~s. I would like to elaborate on General 

Yamashita's satisfactory common sense in a few instances. 

Before going into detail I ·wish to make a sta-tement or a 

preamble as to ·~he fact that General Yamashita is not a 

person which should .be brought to trial as a criminal• 

. GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission will recess for. . 

approximately ten minutes •. 

(Short recess) 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You · 

may proceed. 

MAJOR PRATT: , If ·the Commission please, I should like 

to make a correction on a previous statement by the witness 
. . .. 

which w~s interpreted B:S·: · "General Yamashita' s fine( fighting 

. 
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I w. sh to correct that to: "General Yamashita's fine -

morals." 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, the correction is note~. 

MAJOR GUY:' I would +ike to as~ the reporter to read 

the question ~herein .I asked the Witness to- state spmething 

to th~ effect: What adverse effect did the publicity have 

upon his reputation in Japan? 

(Question read) 

INTERPRETER ASANO: Regarding my interpre tation about 

"adverse effect," what I ·meant to say was "opposite effect." ,. 

MAJOR GUY: That answers th e point . I was going to 
.,,,,,--

bring up. 
-.GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well, you may proceed. 

Q (By Major Guy) Mr. Yoshida, did you find from your 

personal contacts and associations With General Yamashita 

that he possessed or did not possess the qualitie~ and 

character a·ttributed to him by his general reputation? 

A I never heard of any of _those comments. 

MAJOR GUY: I will withdraw that question. 

Q . (By Major Guy) Did you find upon knowing General 

Yamashita that his re~utation which you have now testified 

to is justified? 

A I think they were jus,tified. 

Q /Do you know General Ugaki? 

A Yes, I know him and I have met -him. 

Q Do you know what s~hool of thought or policy he 

... ' represented amongst the Japanese High Command? 

A General Ugaki is one _of Japan's most leading figures .. 
in military life. General Ugaki had advocated the reduction 
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of armaments just to a point wher·e 1t is au.N'id.ent tor 

national defense. 

Q · Now; w?8t clique or school or thought dld . Gen·eral 
.,Tojo · represent in the Japane e High Command? 

A ·. Toj~ represented the radical school of thought in 

. ., 
Q Now, ·w:tth which school of thought or with wh1·ch. grQl:lp·· ·. ' , .. ~ 

. was Gen~ral Y~DBshita· associated in his own militirry career? · 

A Like General Ugaki, General Yamashita represents the 

pacifist element i~ ·Japan. 

Q · Did General Yamashita 8\'er serve under General Ugaki 

while General Ugaki was War Minister? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know when that was? 
I 

A I think it is the -fourth year of Showa,' 1929. 

Q What program was advanced by General Ugaki with .. 
reference to the Japanese army at that time? 

. . 
A · At that time he was a general in the army and was 

made War Minster, and regarding the defense or Japan General 

Ugaki advocated the reduction of armaments and a reduction 

to two divisions; it was a reduction ot two divisions. 

Q A reduction of two divisions? 

A Yes-. 

~ .~ . ... 
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Q What part did· General Yamashita piay i n this program 

to reduce ·the Japanese Army? 
. . 

A (Through Interpreter Yajima) At that time General 

Yamashita wes military attache in the Japanese Legation 

in Europe -and he was called back by Gener-al Ugaki to h lp 

him in carrying out these plans. 

Q That is, to help out in the plans for the reduction 
[.

of the Japanese Army? 
. ': 

A He was called back because he was the most suitable 

man to do this job. 

Q And was that reduction plan carri ed through the Japan---ese Diet? 

A This plan was passed by the Japanese Diet ; a plan 

whicil was formulated by General Yamashita .• 

Q Were you living i n Tokyo in Febr uery 1936? 

A Yes. 

Q There occurr ed a.t that time in Tokyo an episode that 

has been referred to a; the "Februa ry incident" or the 

"Young Officers Revolt". Would you tell wha t that was? 

A . l't that time_the so-called "2 :26 incident" or the 

"Young Officers Revolt" was carri ed out due to the dis

satisfaction by the young officers towards the Cabinet at 

that time and its policy, and with this idea they assassi

nated members of the Cabinet and some influential persons. 

These officers were of radical elements. 

Q What part did General Yamashita play in connection 

with the Young Officers Revolt? 

A At that time General Yamashita was made a General 

and department chief in the War Ministry and one of his 
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duttes included censoring or ~wspapers, am General Yama

shita did his best ·to calm down these riots by these young
' . ' 

Japanese officers and he so instructed -- personally in-

· structed ~-· these . officers. It is sai<i that at that time 

General Yamashita was well respected by these young offi

.cers. Therefore _he was .successtul · in pacifying the riots. 

Q What was General Yamashita•s policy at that. time' w:tt\} 
. . ' .. 

regard to the war in China or what has been called the- f 

"China incident"? Did he believe that that should b'e ·pur-

sued or curtaile~? 1-

A At that time General ~ashita was opposed to the 

aggres-s i ve acts towards China and his opinion was contrary 

to the act of aggression. 

Q Was General Yamashita in favor with or disfavor with 

General Tojo and the war group? 

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecution 

at this time objects to these questions concerning what 

Yamashita favored or did not favor. There is no testimony 

that I recall by this witness that he knew of such things. 

I believe the background that has been brought out so far 

is simply that he kney Yamashita for a period of six years. 

Whether he read these things in the newspaper or whether he 

was told by Yamashita himself,Jlas not been made clear. 

suggest that the questions are not proper until .proper 

foundation has _been laid for them. 

MA·JOR GUY: I will withdraw that question at this 

time. 
()

GENERAL REYNOLDS: ·The Commission desires to know the 

background or the Accused as well as it can be brought out 

----!-~_:__ -- -

3460 

I 



--

• I 

by this .witness and is willing tor the question tQ which · 

~ objection has been _made · to be overruled. But you will give 

us a cleare·r picture 11' you. lay· a foundation as to· how he 

-knew, because, ·arter all, he has testified that he has known -
. . 

the Accused for only six years. You are having him testify 

about ~any things before that. 
', 

MAJOR .GUY: Then I understand· he may answer· ~he last · 

question? 
... 

GENmAL REYNOLDS: If you wish- to have him do so it 

may be answered. 

MAJOR · GUY: ;[es. Will you read the last question'l 

·(Question read) 

A General Yamashita was greatly opposed to the policy 
/ . . 

set forth by General ToJo and his group, and, in fact, 

General Tojo disliked General Yamashita extremely. 

Q (By Major Guy) How do you know these things.? 

A I know these 'things through my long standing' with 

General Yamashita. In fact, the civilian population in 

Japan and within the military circles ·was in sympathy with 

General Yamashita. 

Q Now, do you know --

A It is a well-known 1'aet that General Yamashita has been 

taking an opposite stand against the policies set forth by 

Tojo.
' ,,. 

Q · Well, was it common lmowledge i~ Japan that the two · 

men were opposed to each other? · 

A It is a well-known' fact both among the civilians and . ' 

· the radi

. 

among the military circles that Tojo .re~resented 

cal ele~nts while Yamashita represented the pacifist 

f • 

i[• 
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elements • And, ·besides that, General Tojo advocated war 
.-

while, on the other ham, General Yamashita' s policy was 

to stop all these aggressions. 
. ' 

Q - How, do you 'yecall that General Yamashita was appointed 

as ,Superintendent General tor Army Air He~dquarters 1n 1941? 

A Yes. · 
-· 

Q And did he later lose that position? ·' 

A General Yamash:1 ta was the Superintendent General tar 
the Army Air Forces, _but be was sent on an inspection tour. 

to the 1'attletronts ot Italy and Germany and then l~t this 
. 

position before he came 
~ 

back to .Japan. 'General Yamashita .,,,-- . 
was appointed .Military Oounclior, which is a position less 

important than the Superintendent General tor the .Army 

Air Forces~ 

Q Where did he go _tollOIJing his return trom the Ge~ 

mission in 1941? 

, A Upon completion ot his .mission from Italy and Germany 

General Yamashita ma~e a report to Oene~al Tojo, but at 
. . 

that _· time he had already lost his position as Inspector 

Gener·al of the Army Air Forces and within two or three 
' 

weeks Gener~ Yamashita was sent to .Manchuria. 

Q . Am t~en later to · the command ot the ~xpedi tion against· 

Singapore; 1s that rig~t? 

,,. A I heard about this later on. 

Q 

Singapore? 

A 

border tor about two years. 
-....-------,. ---' .. . 

1. 

. ' 
' 

Well, do you knew where he went after the victory at 

After the fall of ·Singapore General Yamashita returned 

to Manchuria and was stationed at the Manchuria._Russian -~ 



,. 

. . . 
A The ta]J. ~f -~1ngapore was a great victory tor Japan 

and Genera\. Yal!las}?ita~became very tamous, but Yama~hi ta, 

· 1rts~e~d of being returned to Jap~, . was sent ·to Maticliuria. 

Q When di~ _you last see General Yamashita before you 
' came dorm tor -this trial? 

A. 1n September ot 1944 I met him · in Tokyo before he was . 

s·ent· to the Philippines. 
. 

Q ·nid you have any discussion with him at that time with 

regard to the situation in the Philippines and the war in ., 

general? 

A Yes. (Witness continues talking in native ·tong'1e).· 

Q Just a moment, please. Did the General' express him-

self to you either then or at any time as to his ideas 

concerning war with the United States? · 

A General Yamashita always stated to me that war- be• 

tween the United States and Japan was undesirable~ 

Q Did he ever comment upon war between Japan ·a~ . the 

British Empire? 

A After General Yamashita·•s return from Europe he 

commented that the war ' between Japan and with the United 

States and Great Britain- could be most undesirable. 

GENmAL REYNOLDS: .There will be a recess for appro

ximately ten minutes. 

(Short recess) 

GENJ!ltAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. y~ · 

·may proceed. 

MA,lCE BOARD~: Sir, during the last hour's testimony . 
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the record read that General Yamashita was head of the 

11 p'ress. -censorship" or the Japanese Ministry or War. TJle ·· · 

-Interpreters 1'0Uid now. like to substitute "press section" 
·. · 

_tor "press censorship.".-... .. 

GENERAii REYNOLDS: Very well. The correction may be -. 
made. 

~ 

Q . ·(By Major G\ly) Mr. Yoshida, referring to .your visit 

with General Yamashita upon his ~oming to Tokyo on his way 

to the Philippines, did you have ·any discussion wi.th him 

about the new assignment? 

Just tell him to answer that 11 yes 11 or "no'~ , please. 

A (Through Interpret'er Oishi) Yes. 

Q And what was that discussion'? 

A General Yamashit·a stated that he was going to the 

Philippines but he knew that the larger majority ot the 

Filipinos believed in Catholicism. · So he stated that he 

would like to meet a Catholic priest if there are any to be 

found in Japan. My childTen is attending the Girls' 
. ' 

Spiritual School, j:he biggest girls' school in Tokyo, · 

which is sponsored by the Catholics. And so I pro~1sed 
. 

General Yamashita that since Catholic priests -are teach~ng 
. 

at that school, I would introduce him to the superintendent 
~ 

ot that school. However, the- school had been transferred 

to the co~try because of the war, ·so I could not accomplish 

my promise. 

Q : Did the General say why he wanted to talk to the 

Cathol.~c priest? 

- A It· is because he had great concern tor the life and 

religion of the Filipinos and he wanted to study ·on these 
--- -~-----

matters. .. 
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Q . Now_,- Mr. Yoshida, are you aware of the charges which 
\ 

are now pending against General Yamashita before this 
" 

· Commission? 

k ··· r do know. 
. J 

Q ' And ar~ . yciu aware of the evidence which has been 

'introduced· before "th°is Commission, of ·:atro~ities ~y 

·Japanese troops in the Philippine~? . 

A · Such things are printed in th~ Japanese papers as 

well, s.o I do know. 

Q Now, knowing General Yamashita as you do, and yet 

knowing the charges. now pending again~t him and the evi
., 

dence which has been introduced in sup_port of those 

charges, what comment do you wish to make before this 

Commission? 

MAJOR KERR: In the_first Place -, sir, there is no-

thing to show that this witness knows what the evidence 

introduced in this case has been. · 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : The Commission desires to give 

great leeway to Defense, in order that we may _be fully 

informed on all matters bea~ing upon the guilt · or . 

innocence of the Accused, and we have followed that ~ 

principle from the very first day. But this question, on 

its facf, is objectionable. 

What is .the purpose of the question? 

MAJOR GUY: Well, I will withdraw the question, 

sir, and I th'ink 1-t can be rephrased so it will not be 

objectionable. • 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question isn't so objection

as the possible answer. .. 

' . 
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I ask senior counsel to consider his question ·and 

that approach very carefully, or we will have to ask you 

·to discontinue this whole line of procedure. 

MAJOR GUY: · Yes, sir; I appreciate that. And if I 

may withdraw the question in its present form and re

phrase it --

GENERAL REYNOLDS : We wish to give you eyery leeway 

and will do so. ' 
.. ' 

MAJOR GUY: Very well. I would like to withdraw 

the last question. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well. 

Q (By Major GuyY-Mr. Yoshida, knowing _the General, 

as you have testified to, and knowing the charges now 

pending against him and knowing the evi dence, at least by 

newspaper reports, do you believe that General Yamashita 

would have either ordered such things done or would have 

permitted them to be done if he could have prevented them? 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, that is objectionable. If Defense 

desires to go into the character or the Accused through 

this witness, well and good; but as to whether or not he 

ordered or did not order these atrocities to be committed 

is something for this Commission to determine. 

Now, aside from any other factor and consideration, 

I submit that not enough foundation has been laid as to 

the knowledge_of this witness as to the testimony and the 

eviden~e in this case to support an answer to that ques-

' tion, anyway • . It would require a thorough-going analysis 
•and discussion and consideration of v1hat cov:,rage ...of this 

case has been accomplished by the Japanese newspapers, 

• 
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and the extent to whicb .this witness read and studied 

that coverage ~d, further~ore, the accuracy of the cover

-age. 

I submit, the answer of .this witness would not be 

helpful to· the Commission on this question.-
e 

- GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments or Pros~cut_ion .are 

noted, and the objection is sustained. 

The Commission desires senior counsel to go into 

these matters or the next rew questions, and perhaps the 

remainder of the testimony of this _witness, and make -
., 

certain that questions asked are appropriate to the pur. ~ 
pose for which we are here and meet the~ bounds ot pro-

priety. 

The Commission will recess for five minutes to allow 

· time for that to be done. 

(Short recess.) 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : The Commission is .in session. 

The Defense may ~ain proceed • .-

MAJOR GUY: We have no more questions or this witness. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: · Prosecution? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
• I 

Q (By Captain Webster) W~s . it during the Singapore 

campaign that Yamashita acquired the name "Tiger or 

tlalaya"? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The quest~on ' is objectionable 

.. and will be withdrawn, -~tricken from the record • 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: No questions. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The witness \s dismissed. 
_j (Witness excused.).. 

-------~---:--_;.-1 
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SHIGETARO AM.AKASU 

called as a witness on beh~lf of the Defense, being first 

duly sworn through Interpreter Oishi, was examined and 

testified ~s follows through Interpreters Major_Boardman, 

Sergeant Oishi and Sergeant Tanoye. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Major Guy) You will state your name. 
' ...A Amakasu, Shigetaro. ·.. ~f 

INTERPRETER OISHI: Shigetaro Amakasu. 

Q (By Major Guy) What is your rank in the Japanese
1-

Army? 
__,.,-

A (Through Interpreter Oishi) Lieutenant General in 

the Reserves. 

Q And whereabouts do you live? 

A Tokyo, Japan. 

Q Do you lmow General Yamashita? 

A I know him well. 

Q And for how long a time have you lmown him? 

A I ·have been his friend for about 40 years. 

Q .Are you acquainted with his. reputation as an Army 

officer amongst the personnel of the Japanese Army? 

A I lmow his reputation well. 
,. . 

Q Will you tell the Commission what it is? 

. A General Yamashita believed very greatly in 

righteousness. As a leader ~f troops, he was well 

disciplined. If · the manner of the troops were not good, 

he would deal with them sternly, and if their behaviors 

were good he would praise them. His righteousness in -~ , 

dealing out discipline to the men is well known·. While 
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his disciplines are stern, he is very .kind. And further

more, he 1s a humanitarian~ 

At. f'irst glance, his body is very big, and al'though 

it does~•t · seem as if he could prpbe into smalr points, · 

he does so rather well. · And 1n treating his subordinates, 

he. is very. kind. 

·' Q Now, Ge~eral, are you acquainted with his reputation 
' · 

. fl" .. 1•f 
amongst the civilian pqpulation ot Japan? 

A The reaso~ why General Yamashita is so powerful 1n 

battle -- ., 

INTERPRETER OISHI: Strike . t})a-t. 

A (Through· Interpreter Oishi) General Yamashi~a was 

very strong in battle. On the other hand, he was very 

kind. 

Q . (By Major Guy) General, can you tell us whether or 

not General Yamashita was reputed to be amilitary ex-
/ 

trem+st or a military moderate? 

A H~ is one of the m~derate elements. 

Q Is his reputation one or being associated with 

Gen~ral Tojo or not? 

A I h~ve'heard· that his political opinion differs from 

those of General Tojo. · 

MAJOR GUY: It the Commission please, that is all 
. ,,.. 

the questions I have of this witness, except for this one 

~dditional thing.. I have here a statement or another 

general -d.n the -Japane~e Anny; General Yamawaki, whose 
. ' 

statement I took 1n Tokyo; and for .the purpose of intro-

ducing the statem~nt, I would like to have this witness 

ide~ti General Yamawaki's signature. 
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GENERAL REYNOIDS: Very well. -
MAJOR GUY: And I would like to· ask a question or 

two about General Yamawaki, so that his identity will be 

be_f ore the Commission. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : Very we_ll 

Q (By Major Guy) Now, General Amakasu, do you know 

General Masataka Yam~waki? 
·' 

A I know ·h1m· well. ' . f · 
Q J\nd is he a retired general or the Japanese Army? 

A He is a retired general. 

Q And is he likev,i~e a long time friend or General 

Yamashita? 

A He has come from the same prefecture as General 

Yamashita, - and has been his· friend since the time he was 

16 years old•. 

(Statement of General Masataka 
Yamawaki ((retired))was marked 
Defense Exhibit BB tor identi-
fication.) · 

Q ~anding you this document which is marked Exhibit BB, 
I 

I ask yo·u if that bears General Yamawaki 's signature. 

A Yes. 

MA?OR'GUY: I now otfer in evidence the statement of 

General Masataka Yamawaki, marked as Defense Exhibit BB. 
~ 

MAJOR KERR: Is a copy available to the Prosecution? 

MAJOR GUY: Yes • . I am sorry. 

Does the Court desire that I read this at this time? 

.MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecution 

strongly objects to the reception in evidence of this 

document, by rea~on of the last paragraph thereof. 
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Just let us read it. 

The Cpmmission will now hear t~e Prosecution. 

MAJOR KERR: Sir, the Prosecution objects to the 

admission of this statement into evidence, by reason or 

the last paragraph thereof, which states a .c-onelusion and 

an attf;!lllpt to perform functions ot this Commission; ~d 

certainly, without knowing the ~vidence, the person who 

signed the statement would be in no position to pass upon ·. 
that issue. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of Prosecution are 

noted. It is the opinion of the Commissio~, however, that 

it merely expresses this individual's personal 
~ 

opinion and 

would have little, it any, probative value, but will be 

permitted to remain in the document. 

You are now asked to read the statement. 

MAJOR GUY (reading): "Statement of General Masataka 

Yamawak:1 (Retired) 

"My name 1s Masataka Yamawaki and I am a retired 

General of the Japanese Army. 

11 ! have knmm General Tomoyuki Yamashita since about 

the year 1897, at which time I was 14 years old. We were 

from the same Prefecture and attended Cadet school to

gether for preparation for the Military Academy. We 

were in~close personal .contact and . association through 

school days and through our graduation .fr~m the Military 

Academy and up until the time we started our actual mili

tary careers in the Japanese Army. Following that, it just 

so happened that we were always assigned at different 

stations and never served together. General Yamashita 
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spent a considerable part of his service, especially 1n 

later years, outsid~ of ?apan, whil~ I spent allot my 

service in Japan except 
,. 

for the year 1917 when I wa~ 
~ 

·Military At~che_·to 
. 

Russia,. .. the years, 1919-1922 and the 

years 1933-193.4 wh·en .I was doing Military_A-ttaehe duty 

in Poland and Rumania. In th~ summer or 1939 I went to 

China as a ·division commander and in the tall or 1940 I 

went to Mongolia as an army commander. I became 111, 

however, and ·was retired from the army 1n the tall of 1941 

for phys1cal disability. · 

"During all of these year!r, however, General 

Yamashita and I kept in touch wi~h es,.gh otlierby corres

pondence and by always seeing each other whenever the 

opportunity presented itself. Through my long years of 

association with him apd through being an officer in the 

Japanese army, I am acquainted with General Yamashita's 
' 

personal reputation and his reputation as an army .officer._ 

His persona~ reputation is that of an upright, sedate and ' 
good citizen _of a pleasant, kindly and human disposition 

and · is a man of simpl~ and complete honesty. He is par-

tic;ularly ~own for his friendly manner and for his 

ability to make and retain friends for many years. 

During his years as a poor, young , officer, he was kno,m 

as having helped his - family in a financial nay. He is 

known to be of an even _disposition and not quarrelsome 

or given to force and violence. 

"Some of the same 
~ 

characteristics concerning his 

personal reputation are also included 1n his professional 

reputation as an officer. · His kindly and human disposition 
--~_..:;._______ - -----------,---------'----

•.. j, .,._ 
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has endeared him to all who have/'served with him and, par
1ticularly, to those who have served under him·. He is 

known as a strict disciplinarian, requiring a high degree . . 

. of conduct ~d performance tr~m his subordinates but at 

- the .- same time is an officer who has never misused privi

leges attending his high rank and position. Always he was 

known to ma_ke absoiutely certain when any mistake had been 

made that upon reflection, he would determine whether he 

him.self might have been at fault instead of the sub

ord-inate before ~aking action against that subordinate; 

but then taking action swiftly and surely. His reputation ., 
as a combat general and tactician is well established. 

Knowing his personal character and his upright and honest 

nature I am sure for that reason, if for no other, that he 

would always require a high degree of personal conduct 

from those serving under him •. . 

"I have been informed by Mnjor Guy that Amer,ican 

public opinion has in genera_l classified Japanese officers 

into two groups - first, the 'extr0Jllists group' or. that 

group that advocated large military establishments and 

aggr·essive military action .by Japan, - second, · the 

'moderate group' or that which advocated military estab

lishments only of suff_icient size to adequately defend 

Japan and who opposed any aggressive and unwarranted 

military action~ On the basis of this,- classification~ 

General Yamashita would _fall into the 'moderate' group. 

"I have read. the charges pending against General 

Yamashita before the military commissio~ at Manila and,.,.... 
lmowing him as I have for these many years, I am positive 
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'that he -could not have ordered his~tr~ ps to · ha~e -cOllllllitt~ 

these -atrocities or that he wouJ.d have permitted these 
\ . 

.atrocities to be committed if he had known of them and 

had· been in a __ posi.tion to prevent them. 11 • 

· pigned, "Masataka Yamawald., 11 "Dated at Tokyo, Japan, 

this 3rd day i;r Jipvember 1945." Witness, "Sadao Otake." · 
' . 

"Subscribed ana sworn to before me this 3rd day of Nov~ber 

·194$. Henry P. Andre, Captain, JJ\GD." . 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted by the 

Commission -for such probative value, if any,. as it shall 

be .held to possess. 

(Defense Exhibit BB for identi
fication was r 'eoeived in evi
dence and so marked.) 

MAJOR GUY: That is all we have with . this witness. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Has the Prosecution anything 

further? 

MAJOR KERR: Yes, sir. I have one question. 

c~oss EXAMINATION 

Q (By Major Kerr) ·Do you know what the reputation of 

Yamashita is among the civilians in the Philippines? . 

A (.Through Interpreter Oishi) I d·o not know pe~son-

ally, but judging from the contents o~ newspapers and 

radios ·it prob.ably is ~ot -g_ood. 

MAJOR KERR: That is all, sir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The witness is dismissed. 

(Witness excused.) 
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N.OBUTAKE TAKAYAMA 

called as a witness on beha~ of the Defense, being first 

duly s~orn, was examined anf t estified as follows through 

Interpreter Oishi, Y(ith Interpreter Tanoye acting as "check" 

Interprete~ ,.· assisted by Major Pratt: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

(By Major Guy) Will you state your nam·e? 

A Nobutake Takayama. 

Q ·And what is your rank in the J~panese army? 

A Colonel in the army. 

Q Are you still on the active list, Colonel? 

A Yes.• 

Q And what is your present assignment? 

A I am s~rving in the Ministry of ~ar. 

Q Do you know Gener al Yamashita personally? 

A Yes. 

Q When did you first meet him personally? 

A I first met him during the latter part of 1940. 

Q And what were the circumstances? 

A When General Yamashita went to Germany and Italy as 

Military. Attache I accompanied him as his subordinate. 

_Q How many officets were there on that mission? 

A Those that went directly from Japan included about 
.:. 

fourteen officers, but there were ten officers· already in 

Germany so there was a total of twenty-four or twenty-fiv·e. 

Q And .was General Yamashita ~_he head of this. mission? 

A Yes. 

Q What wes the purpose of the mission? 

A First, it was to determine how the army, navy and the 
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} air force was organized in Germany and -to inves1;1gate how 

they were contrqlled and commanded. 

Second, to determine the siz.e_ ot the German air force 

a~d t~ investigate the organization ot the air force and -how 

independent it is from the army and the navy. 

Thirdly, to determine how mechanized the German army 

·was. 

Q Now, Colonel, did you arrive at any conclusions as to · 

the relative strength of Japan and Germany after making this .~ -. 

trip to Germany? 

, A Yes. ., 1· 

What were your conclusions? 

A We came to the conclusicffi ,fiat the Japanese army was 
:, -

not suitable, as _yet, for warfare- and it was inferior to 

the German army. 

Q Did the Commission so report to Tokyo upon your 

return? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you present when that report was made to 

General Tojo~ 

A I was there. 

Q Who made the report on behalf of the Commission? 

A General Yamashita reported directly. 

Q ..- Will you tell what took place between General Yamashita 

and General Tojo when· General Yamashita reported to General 

Tojo? 

A General Yamashita reported the results of this in-

vestigation, that is, -~hat the Japanese army, navy and alr 

force m~t be coordi~ated, and the fact that the air force -
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must be made bigger ~ d independent from the a~y or the 

navy. And t~e fact that the Japanese army must be more 

""' mec~8:nized in order to accommodate itself, fit itself, to . · 

pres.en t warfare co-ndi tions. tnd to _conduct warfere, a 

tendency must be created to .bring ro'rth the int ernal strength. 

On making these reports, General Tojo r eplied ·as 

·follows: He said something to _the effect that we understand · 

your r eport, but as far as the enforcement of these things 

we are responsible. 

Q And what happened to ·General Yamashita very shortly 

after :that? 

A ·w1 thin a month General Yamashita was s ent to Manchuria ,,,-

as the Commander of the Kwantung Def ens e Garrison in 

Hsinking. We had endeavored to have him stay in Tokyo to 

carry out the results of his investigations thRt he made in 

Berlin. 

Q Was anything ever done to carry- out the recommenda-

tions which the Commission had made? 

A It is not exactly that we made a r ecommendation but 

General Yamashita was sent to Manchuria immediately. 

Q Well, was anything ever done to make the improvements 

which the Commission found from its tour of Germany that 

should be made? 

f General Yamashita reported the result of this in-

vestigation in Germany bu.t General Tojo did not do anything 

about the important matters. 

Q About what date was this report made to General Tojo 

by General Yamashita? 

A The early part of July, 1941. 

,,, 
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Q Now, Colonel, did General Yamashita -- · 1 will with. 

draw that. 
1 

You. have t estified to having s erved under 

General Yamashita on this mission. Will you state what · 

sort of a disciplinarian you found ·him to be? 
J 

A I do. 

MAJOR GUY: Id~ not believe he understood the 

question. Will you read it,'please? 

(Question read)I 

THE WITNESS: General Yamashita was a very strict 

disciplinarian. If any subordinate should· do anything 

wron_g he wou~d Afford ~em thorough punishment. Qe·neral 

Yamashita has led a cosmo plitan life for a long time a_!ld 

he has studied Internationa l Law thoroughly and he has 

frequently told us that Int ernational Law should not be 

ignored. 

Q Now, Colonel, are you aware tha t the Japaneke High 

Command has been classifi ed as first,extremists or s econd, 

moderates by American public ~pinion? 

A I have heard th8t from public . rumors. 
' . 

Q To which class did General Y~mashita belong? 

A General Yamashita belonged to the moderate group. 

Q _What was General Yamashita's reputation as to being 

in either favor or disfavor with General Tojo? 

A Public rumor ha~ it that General Yamashita is disliked 

by General Tojo. 

Q · Now, Colonel, did General Yamashit~ ever make any 

comments to you or -any statement to you ' on the question of 

a clash or war between the United States and Japan? Just 

answer the question yes or no. 
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- A I did- heAr it. 

Q And what did he say on that subject? 

. ·A General Yamashita has frequently· stated that Japan 

and America should not go to war. 

Q Did he ever make any qominent upon the naval aspec.tr 

of such a war and th_e part tha t would be played by the 

Japanese navy? 

A He did speak of such things. 

Q ~hat did he say? 

A I recollect him saying thPt the Jap:lnese navy did 

not have sufficient force· to oppose the American Navy an~ 

thc1t the longer the battle continued the more difficu-lt the 
~ 

situation would become. 

MlJOR GUY: That is all. 

GENERf.L REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may _proceed. 

MAJOR KERR: No questions, sir. 

GENER~L DONOVtN: I would like to ask a f ew 

Q':lestions. 

EXfJUNf TION BY THE COMMISSION 

Q (BY. General Donovan) You stoted tha t when you 

returned to Japan the committee repprted that: ''We 

need a larger air force and more mechanization". Is that 

correct? 

A - - Yes. 

Q You also classified General Yamashita as being a 

~oderate, 1s that correct? 

.A Yes. 

Q You also testified that as part of the committee's 

, report a statement was made to the effect: 11We are not 
.. 
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r-e_ady, 11 or words to that effect. Is that correct? 
· 1 

A Yes. 

· Q· How do you reconcile these ·ditferent statements? 

Explain y"ourself. How do you· reconc:i-le the fact that. in 

' on~ statement you say he is a moderate~ ih th~ next one you 
I 

say that you wanted a larger a;ir force and more mechanization 

and then the statement "We are not ready. 11 

You can state· that in your own words. 

A At- that time Japan had been at ·war with China for 

a long time but• the desire to s ettle this incident with 

China was there, and in order to se_.ttle the war with Chine 

as fast as possible , the J apanes e army must be mod ernized. 

This was the desire of General Yamashita. He said tha t a t 

that time tho Japanes e army was not equipped . enough to 
. 

settle the war with China. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will r ecess until 

8:30 o'clock tomorrow morning • . 

(Whereupon, at 1710 hours, 27 November 1945, tbe 

trial · was adjourned until 0830 hours, 28 ·November 1945.) 

... 

•. 
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