- BEFORE THE Py
MILITARY COMMISSION
convened by the
United States Army Forces
*  Western Pacific

UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA

) -
, )
: -vs=’ g PUBLIC TRIAL
TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA. ' 3

High Commissioner's RegidengE,L
Manila, P. I. e )
21 November 1945,

Met, pursuant to adjournment, at 0830 hours,

MEMBERS OF MILITARY COMMISSION: |

MAJOR GENERAL RUSSEL B. REYNOLDS, Presiding Officer
and Law Member

MAJOR GENFRAL LEO DONOVAN
MAJOR GENERAL JAMES A. LESTER
BRIGADIER GENERAL MORRIS C. HANDWERK
BRIGADIER GENERAL EGBERT F. BULLENE

APPEARANCES :

(Same as heretofore noted)

REPORTED BY:
E. D. CONKLIN

L. H. WINTER
1. M. RACKLIN

2958



INDRDEZX

- MIINESSES
'DIRECT CROSS REDIRECT RECROSS
Lloyd S. Millegen 2962 ;
/'nmacleto Ramos 2971 2980
Gene K. Phillips - 2981 2990
Ceptain Robert Smith 2991
Lt. Gen. Akira Muto 2994 Aot s
; EXHIBITS
DEFENSE EXHIBIT NO. = | FOR IDENTIFICATION IN EVIDENCE
b 2962 2970
B 2964 | 2970
RC 2966 2970
D 2968 - 2970
E _ 2971 2977
F- 2978 2980
6 2982 2986
H 2987 2990
I 2991 2993
I 3002 3002



. PROCEEDINGS har

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed, : . : ‘

MAJOR KERR: Sir, all the members of the Commission

‘are present; the Accused and Defense Counsel are present.
OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE ACCUSED

COLONEL CLARKE: If the Commission please, as we _
stated yesterday in making our motion for a directed vérdict
the Prosecution has failed to prove that the Accused has
disregarded any duty, has failed to dischargg any duty, or
has permitted anyone to commit any atrocity. The Defense
will now show affirmatively that the Accused has not dis-
regarded any duty and that he carried out the duty of his
command under indescribably difficult circumstances to the
best of his ability, and that ‘he never permitted anyone to
commit any atrocities, and that he 1is not-a war criminal.

More specifically, Defense will show that the Accused °
never ordered the commission of Any crime or atrocity; that
the Accused never gave permission to anyone to commit any
crimes or atrocities; that the Accused had ‘no knowledge of
the commission of the alleged crimes or atrocities; that
the Accused had no actual control of the perpretators of
the atrocities at any time that they occurred, and that the

Accused did not then and does not now condone, excuse or

~
Ny :

Justify any atrocities or violation of the laws of war,
On the matter of control we shall elaborate upon a
number of facts that have already been suggested to the

Commission in our cross examination of the Prosecutien's
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" meeningless concept. And

witnesses:

1. That widespread, devastating guertrilla activities
created 2n atmosphere in which control of troopé by high-
. renking of ficers became difficult or impossible.

2. That guerrilla activities and American air and
combet activities disrupted communications and in many areas
destroyed them altogeth-r, meking control by the Acgpied a

3. That in many of the atrocities allcged in the Bill
of Particulars there was not even paper controlj the chain
of command did not channgl-through the Accused at all.

For example, the Palawan incident, concerned as it was
with an air force group in December of 1944, had no connec=-
tion with the Accused. The prisoﬁ ship incident, concerned
as it wes with maritime transport in December of 1944, had
* no connection with the fccused. 'fhe activities of the -
Naval forces in Manila, even on paper, ﬁade only under the
" nominal control of the fccused, were obviously not under
his control when they disregarded an Army order to evacuate
because of a previous Navy order to stay and complete a
Navy mission.

| These are exemplcs of the affirmative matter which
we shall bring out during the course of the case.

We shall also show the general background and cir-
cumstances surrounding the Accused's activities in the
Philiﬁpines. We shall give you a true picture of the
Lccused, not only through 2 number of character g}tnesseé
but through witnesses who will tell -the story of the’Accused:
a man who had never been in the Philippines until he arrived
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‘to take over an 1mpos§ible task just nine days beforééfhe
Leyte landing; who from the day that he arrived iﬁ”this
theater was under a state of siege by the enemy troops.

: You will see the picture of a General working under
terrific pressure and difficulty, subject to last-minute
changes in tacticgl plans ordered from higher headquarters,
and a man who when he arrived in Luzon actually had command
over less than half of the ground troops in the Island. -

The picture will be quite different from that of oy
well-staffed commander who had his time to make frequent-in-
spections‘and who could affdrd to go behind the reports of
the officers upoﬂ'whom he«muiﬁﬁpnd should rely.

Finally, from the argument of the Prosecution yester-
day it would indicate that the Prosecution relies heavily
on two collaborators. We shall further discredit that
testimony. To save time we believe we can accomplish that

fact by the introduction of official documents.
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LLOYD S. MILLEGAN
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, being first
duly sworng was examined and testified as follows:
e ' DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you please state your

name, rank, and serial number? '

A Lloyd S. Millegan, First Lieutenant, 0-186259. -  _ ..
Q And will you state what your present assignment isy 4

A Executive Officer, Philippine Research and Information
- Section, Counter-Intelligence Section.

Q And does the Philippine Ressarch and Information
Section have custody of documents pertaining to the time

of the Japanese occupation of the Philippine Islands?

A Yes, sir...
(Photostatic copy of Manila Tribuwe
dated November 4, 1944, was marked
Defense Exhibit A for identification
Q I show you Defense Exhibit A and ask you if that re-

presents a photostatic copy of pages 1 and 2 of the Manila
Tribune of Saturday, November 4, 1944, as it appears in the
official files of the Philippine Research and Information
Section.

A Yes, sir. !

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission 1s
directed to the article in the lower left-hand corner,
headed 'New Leaders Association Formed with Duran as Head.

"The organization of the New Leaders

Assoéiation, composed of enterprising and

progressive young men who are taking active

part in present-day building of the. Philippines,

N
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was launched Friday, on the occasion of Heizi
Setu, with a program at the Nippon Bunka Kaikan.
The program was atténded by leading Filipinos
and representatives of the Japanese Embassy an&
the Imﬁerial Jaﬁanese Forces. The military
attache to the Japanese Embassy was the guest
of honor.

"Assemblyman Pio Duran was elected president
of the associatiaﬁ.

"In his speech to the members and the guests
at the program, the military attache said that
the country expects much rroﬁ tHe new organiza-
tion, and he called upon the youth of the land
to stand together for the attainment of their
ldeals. The Japanese forces, he said, are un-
questionably the main power in the Ggeater East
Asia Co-prosperity Sphere, but there is a need.
of cooperation of other countries in East Asia,
The proclamation of war by the Republic of the
Philippines, he said, has meant a substantial
increase in the power'or Nippon forces. .

"Spéﬁking of the New Leaders Association,
the speaker said it is the crystallization of
the sincerity of the people who have faith in
the realization of their qgtional policy as soon
as possible.:'The Republic cannot attain substan-
tial power of an independent country if we are
not successful in this war,' he said, He then o
commented that something is still lacking" --

-
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Then 1tvcarries over to page 2 -- :
-~ "in the program of economic self-sufficiency
for the Islands, but the reduction d guerrilla
activities through the cooperation extended by
young meh especially, has eniblod the people,
who have burning conviction of their indepen-
dence, to solidify gradually the economic foun-
dation of their country."
The attention of the Commission is then addressed to
the last paragr;ph of the article:
"The program'was attendgg,hy many guests
besides the alumni and students of the Cultural
Institute, including a few young women. Geheral
Artemio Ricarte, honorary president of the or-
ganization, was also present,"
(Photostatic copy of Manila Tribune
dated November 17, 1944, was marked
| Defense Exhibit B for identification
Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit B
and ask you if that is a photostatic reproduction of pages
1 and 3 of the Manila Tribune for Friday, November 17, 1944,
A Yes, sir.
| CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission
is directed to the article in the lower left-hand corner,
headed: |
"Labor Service is Filipinos Part in War
Effort -- Ricarte. |
"Sounding a call to all Filipinos to heed the
compulsory ;abor order promulgated by President

Jose P. Laurel, General Artemio Ricarte, in a
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statement on Wednesday, declared that in such
a way they can and should positively cooperate
in the successful prosecution of the war which
Nippon has undertaken to defend the Philippines
with her ‘manpower doing all the fighting, while
the Filipinos have not been conscripted for
this purpose.

'"The general's statement follows:

"' Our common enémy of the Greater East
Asia nations, the American forces, relying upon
their material abundance, have challenged us by
landing on a corner of our mothér country. It
is for the second time that the Americans have
put their footprints on our dear land with
malicious intentions of invading our country
to exploit us, The first time, as you all know
well, was forty-four years ago, and the‘next is
now. Our mother country is faced at present
with the greatest emergency and her most\i,/
critical situation is being keenly felt by every
citizen.

"'Some‘time ago President Jose P. Laurel
proclaimed the existence of the §tate of war
between our country and America :s well as
Britéin, thus revealing the attitude of the
Republic of the Philippines clearly to the whole
world, It is tb our great credit that by this
proclamation of the President, the Philippine

people have attained the right as true members
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‘ of the grgat Ea#t Asia nations. ; -
1Tt should, however, be the natural duty
of any people‘to take arms'for the defense of
their land as soon as their coﬁntry has declared
war égﬁinst an enemy. This is a fact that can
be found in the history of any nation enjoying
independence and liberty. To join in a warfare :
without manpower is, so to speak, to fly a kite. g
So, needless to say, the participation in war
requires the conscription of men for actual
: military service.'"
(Copy of lnniiz-Tribune dated Nov-
< Py T Per £ i
Q I show you Defense Exhibit C and ask you if that is
a photostatic copy of the Manila Tribune of November 26,
1944. : |
(Discussion off the record concerning marking of
exhibits.)
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission
is directed to the article in the upper left-hand corner,
headed: N
"R;carte calls_upon Filipinos to prepare
for P. I. defense.
"Declaring thgt the frequent raids carried
out by the Americans on the Philippines are
directed towards the destruction of the
Republic, Geheral Artemio 'Vibora' Ricarte, of
Filipino-American War fame, called upon every 5
Filipino to prepare for the defense of thq"

-
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mother land, in a speech in Tagalog over Station

PIAM on Saturday night.

"General Ricarte said that President Laurel

~has given him permission to organize a volunteer

unit for peace and order, and that applications
for membership are received at 3724 Daitoa Avenue,
Pasay .

"In its history the Philippines has had

- three periods of independence, General Ricarte

said, The firsﬁ lasted for a year and four
mbnths after the Pact of Biak-na-bato; then came
the Republic of 1898; and in 1943,';;; Republic
resulting from the grant of independence by the
Government of Japan,"

The next to the last paragraph:

"He declared: 'The frequent raids made by
American military might on Philippine soil re-
veal two motives: the first is to deal destruc-
tion on the civiliam gopulace and civilian
property, and the seco;a, which is more important

than the first, is to work out the destruction
of the Republic of the Philippines. Every

A Filipino must stand up to take the challenge.

Every Filipino must stand up to defend his mother-
land, | )

" 'Qur motbérland is calling upon each and
every one of you. She beckons: "Where are the
youth who will consecrate fheir‘life for the

cause of their nafiveiand? Every one must have
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a clean and unstained soul that he may be worthy
.of this sécrifice. Where are the ydung men who
have the blood of determinafion flowing through
their veins? We are waiting for you, oh youth,
come for we await youju
(Photostatic'copy of Manila Tribune

dated January 31, 1945, was marked
Defense Exibit D for 1Aentirication.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is Defense planning to offer a
group of these exhibits?
CAPTAIN sANDBERGQ We are going to offer them
jointly, yes, sir.
Q (By Captain Sanéberg) Is Defense Exhibit C, which I nave

just shown you, a photostatic copy of the records of the

Philipvoine Research and Information “ection? - PR
A Yes. M
Q Is Defense Exhibit D, which I now show you, a photo-

static copy from the records of the official Philippine
Research and Information -Section?
A Yes.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: This is the Tribune dated
January 31st, 1945. The direction of the Commission's
attention is referred to the third column, the‘middle of
the column: "Duran Stresses‘uakapili's Role. | -

"Declaring that to help the eneﬁy is not the way to
uphold and defend the Republic of the Philippines, the
Makapiliewill run down all the guerrillas and exterminate
them for going to the aid of the American invaders,}declared
Vice-Minister of Home Affairs Pio Duran, one of the directing
heads of the Makapili, in his remarks before the assembly
of law-enforcement agencies at the City Hall recently.

"The Makapili, according to Vice-Minister Duran, has
been organized to uphold and defend the Philippines as an
Independent Republic. The Makapili, he said, will con-
secrate ifs efforts to the propositioh of‘keeping the '
Philippines within 'the orbit of the Greater East Asla Co-

Prosperity Sphere.'

2969



: i . T
"To this end, the Vice-Minister said, it is advisable

to consider on the part of the Japanese the idea of conceding
some power to the Filipinos participating in the present
regime and cooperating with the Japanese authorites to inter-
'§ene in céses involving Filipinos who’are arrestéd for mili-
tary offense.

"This grant, if given, according to him, wili‘haye ‘
two effects, one strengthening the confidence of the geople
in their present‘leaders and the other is that it wiil help
the authorities get not only the guerrilla small fry-but
also the guerrilla big fishes. ]

"The Makapili, to sHow its sincerity in cooperating
with the --" and it carries over to page 2: ‘

"Japanese armed forces, has raised its own army and
its soldiers are now fighting side by side with the Japanese
in many parts of Luzon. He asked the Japanese to permit
“the Filipinos earnestly aiding‘them to have a direct part -
in the handling of caseé where Filipinos are directly
implicated."

The Defense offers into evidence Exhibits A, B, © and

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The documents are accepted by the
Commission for such probative value as they shall be held
to possess.

. (Defense Exhibits A, B, C and
D were received in evidence.)

' CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness.
MAJOR KERR: No cross-examination. .
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' .
ANACLETO RAMOS
called as a witngsa on behalf of the Defense, being first
"duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you state your name and

address, please?

A Anacleto Ramos. —
Q Will you tell us what your present gssignment is?
A I am in chérga of’ the CIC papers taken over by the

Philippine Government ﬂ?r the United States Government.

Q Well, of what da&aitment of the Philippin§ Common-
wealth are you an emSi;iee?

A I am employed in the office of the Special Prosecutor.
Q And have you brought with you today the official

file of that department in the case of Nareciso Lapus?

A Yes, sir.
(Defense Exhibit E was marked
for identification.)

Q (By Captaih Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit

E and ask you 1if it represents a true photostatic copy of
papers found in that file?
A These are the photostatic copies of the letter con~
tained in this case report that have been turned over to
the Commonwealth Government by the CIC.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I will read Exhibit E:
"Brigade 4, Bilibid Prison, Manila, June 8, 1945.
"The Chief, CIC, U. S. Army, Manila, Philippines.
"Sir: I wish to convey to the authorities of the
CIC certain facts of importance and confidential nature

and request, if possible, that one of your American operatives

2971



. G
be sent to our place of confinement at your earliesthcon-

venienée to take up with him this matter. 4

"I would request ‘rather thast only American operative
be’ sent to me, if such step is not contrary to your
,adopted policy. .

| "Very respectfully,
"Narciso Lapus." ,

Now, I shall read what is attached to this décumep&:

1. Myself, my son and a houseboy, who aré now cqh-
fined under CIC control must be given clearancg, immediate
release, immunity "to any responsibility by whiéh now we are
under this condition and be erZa for any further arrest,
prosecution and punishment under the military {aws.

"2. All properties, values and holdings\of my son
now under the contrql of the CIC must be returned to him
and in case they are no longer in existence, for one reason
or ;nother, its equivalent value in accordance to the
present vélues._

| "3, I must be furnished with an office place,
secluded, with complete privacy and out of the access of
any Filipino or any other third party nationals and that my
identity, name and the nature of my work should be strictly
kept in secret; | g

‘"4, During the period of my work, I must be furnished
a residence with my family, not far from the place}of my
work, furnished. My person, my family and my house should .
be given‘protection by the CIC, all the time during my
work. | . RS

"5, During my work, I must be supplied adequate
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amount to cover my'personal expenses, for the subsistence..

and maintenance of my family, such sum commensurete¢ to the

present high cost of living. 'Free transportation facilities

and the means to get away from the clutches of the black

market in the securance of foodstuff and other necessities
or prime commodities for my family.
"6. Upon the termination of my work, I must be given

the necessary papers of clga?ance, safe conduct, passport,

. including my family, consiSting of my wife, 3 children,

mother-in-law, sister-in-law and my house boy, free
transportation and othefr facilities necessary for travelers
and be sent immediately upon the enﬁfgf my work, either

to New York City or to any other Latin American country,
preferably to Argentina or Cuba.

"7. Is you may be aware of the fact that after or

during my work, my own life and my family would be Jjeopardized

and to stay here would be for me quite hard and almost
impossible, I wish to ask special favor for the security
of my family and myself, that I must be given adequate and
enough amount to start with in a foreign country , to last
me, at least, such sum for the period of not less than a
year. This amount, of course, should be mutually agreed
upon and half of it éhould be given to me at the start of
my work and the balance upon the conclusion of my task gnd
before I sail to foreign lands. :

"8, I must also be given effective help to secure
job or means of‘living in New York City or in any foreign

lands wherein I would be sent, through the CIC interventiony

etc,

2973



_ "9, I must be furnished an American stenographer
and office equipmenf during my work." |

The next letter:

' "Ward No. 4, Company 19,
New Bilibid Prison,
HMuntinglupa, Rizal
July 1, 1945

"o the CIC:

"I hereby enclose a sample of,my work in response
to your urge to me to cooperate with you in your work as
régards the Filipino groups which had something to do with
General Ricarte, in exchange to which, may I expect 1n‘£he
near future favorable reconsideration“if'my case, that of
my son and of my house boy, all of us are now interned here
under your custody since the month of February.

"This is §n1y one sample and I can give similar cases,
hundreds, perhaps thousands of them, if you would kindly
allow me to work everyday in one secluded corner of your
office here, within the prison compdund and fﬁrnished the
necessary office equipmént and supplies during my work.

"Hoping that this test will meet your favorable
attention, I remain,

) ‘ "Wery respectfully,
"Narciso Lapus."

‘MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecu-
tion'at this time moves that the material read by thc 5
Defense Counsel be expunged from the record. . The material
which he has read has not as yet been offered into evidehce,
to say nothing of having been accepted into evidence, and
it is highly impropef for Counsel to read it into the record
befor& it has been submitted to the Commission.
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CAPTAIN BANDBERG: If the Commission please, I =
followed.the procedure of Prosecution of reading the docu-
ments firsf and then offering them into evidence.
MAJOR KERR: 0Only after we of fered them, sir, did -
we read them and that was pursuant to the reduest of the
Cothmission that the pertinent parts of the exhibit be reed.
We followed that procedure only when requested to by the
Commission. : , . _
GENERAL REYNOLDS: As to the mechanics of the time
of offering, the Comm;ssion desirgs that it be done in the
most orthodox manner. g
You may proceed.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Thank you.
| "Ward No. 4, Company 19,
New Bilibié Prison
Munt inglupa, July é, 1945
"The Chief,-CIC, Manila.
"Sir: At the beginning of June, last, I have sub-
mitted certain proposition to your office regarding my
case, thaf<gr my son and my houseboy, and Mr. Curry inter-
viewéd me for éame twice, but we had not came to any
definite understanding for which I was left to believe that
he was coming back, yet up to this time I have not the
opoortunity to see him since we were transferred here from
Manila Bilibid Prison, I was also 1nformed that Mr. Curry
is no lonrer working with your office and, therefore, I wish
to ask your kindness to\please reconsider the propbsition I
" “have laid down before Mr. Curry.

"As a proof of good fate and sincerity of my purpose,

I am enclosing herewith a sample of my work and for which I
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can produce hundreds of them and perhaps thousands should -
1 ﬁe giveh the oppoftunity to do it in a secluded spot
where I can work in peace with secreéy or privacy.

‘"Trusting that this matter will merit your kind
attention, I am,'

"Véry respectfully,
"Narciso Lapus."

The Defense offers into evidence Exhibit E.

_CAPTAIN PACE: If the Commission please, the Prosecu-
tion fails to see the purpose for which this information
is put into the record. If it Serves any useful purpose,
I presume we would not even object, but it'gg;ears that the
Defense is attacking the credibility of the witness Lapus
by offering evidence‘on cross-examinntién, which
has never been allowed in any court of law for the very
simple reason, not technically at all, but for thc very
simple reason thaf it would require so much longer to try.
any lawsuit if on collateral matters » w{tncss can be
attacked by sources other t?gg_gpo witncss's own testimony.
The Prosecution has made ﬁ;’attempt to put Lapus before
this Commission as a\patriotic Filipino in good standing.
We put him on the stand as a collaborator and a man who
was associated very closely td high Japanese circles, and,
therefo:e, was in nossession of information which he
couldn't have gotten otherwise. -
| I believe the excursion into the life and past of
Lapus further than has%already been presented would be a
waste of the Commission's time.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The documents which have been
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introduced into qyidphce go to the question of the
motivation of Lapus in testifying before the Commission.
The proposition, which Counsel stated, that credibility
cannot be aﬁtacked by documents is indeed a novel one and
I have never heard 1it, '

I may say that we have several more documents that
so far as time is concerned will not consume much, but as
far as proof is concerned will prove a great deal.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of the Prosecution
are noted and the objection'is not sustained. :

(Defense Exhibit E for identi-
fication was received in

evidence.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Counsel may proceed.
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CAPTAIN SANDBFRG: Mark this for identification, pleases
: (Photostatic copy of letter from
Arsenio Solidum dated October
10,1945 was marked Defense
_ Exhibit F for identification.)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are you still in the same seriles
of documents? |
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No, sir. You mean --
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Have you offered any documents which
have not been acted upon by'thé.Commission? ,
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No, sir,
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Have you brought with you the
official file of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, Depart-
ment of Justice, relative to the case of Joaquin S. Galang?
A Yes, sir. ‘
Q I show you Defense Exhibit F and ask you whether that

is a true photostatic copy of the paper appearing in that

file.
A Yes, this is the photostatiec copy. .
CAPTAIN SANDBFRG: "“COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF SPECIAL PROSECUTORS
MANILA
"October 10, 1945
"The Chief

Division of Investigation
Department of Justice
Manila
"Re - Case of JOAQUIN S. GALANG
IIS 1r: -
"y have the hqnor to request the investigation of
the activities of Joaquin S. Galang, 1236 Instruction Street,

Sampaloc, Manila, during the Japanese regime.
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"pAccording to the incompleted investigation of the

C.I.C., this Joaquin S. Galang was Lsst. Chief of the.

Propaganda Information Division, with the rank of Major, in
the Peace Army, a Japanesc 1nsp1reg orgcnization headed by
Gen. Artemio Ricarte, the avowed pnrpose and aims of which
was to cooperate with the Japanese Military Administration,
especially in promoting'adherence to the Greater East Asia
Co=-prosperity Sphere and whose members acted as 1nf°rmﬂiiﬂi
of Japanesc functions of a member of the Executive Council
of the Bagong Pagkakaisa (New Unity), another Japanese in-
spired organization. And, finally, that he was cne of the
brain masters who promoted and successfully manéuveféd the
arrest of Gen. Vicente Lim who was later on taken to Forti
fantiago and is generally belicved to have ben killed by
the Japanese. :

"In this connection, please try to contact the
following persons who arc at present detained in Muntinglupe
as political prisoners, namely:

1. Domingo Larma, Case No. 53-1127

2. Galixto Bernardo, Case No. 53-1125

3. Pedro Bartolome, Case No. 53-1124

Inasmuch as Joaquin S. Galang is now deteined without beil
and his petition for release under ‘bail has been denied by
the People's Court upon recommendation of this Office, it
is requested thet this matter be attended to immediately in
order that this Office will be in = position to file the
corresponding information fo§ Treeson against him.

"Thanking you in advance for your kind and prompt

attention to this matter, I am,
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"Very respectfully yours, -
(signed) Arsenio Solidum
. ARSENIO SOLIDUM
Special Prosecutor ﬁ
The Defense offers in evidence Defense Exhibit F.

" GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission believes that you
need a little better mechanics in offering exhibits, As
I reéall, Exhibit E has not yet been offered. If you take i ~
them one by one, there is no chance of confusing the_fpcord? B
This is Exhibit F.

Defense Exhibit F is accepted by the Commission for
such probative valuey if any, as it shall be held to possess.
(Defense Exhibit F for identi-
fication was received in evi-
dence.) - '
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness.
CROSS EXAMINAT ION
Q (By Captain Pace) Mr. Ramos, is this Exhibit E the
compleie file on Narciso Lapuz? Four pages?
fes, four pages.
May I see it?
(Handing file to counsel)
Your file.contains many pages, does it not?
Ye;, sir. Those are the papers.

These are four pages of many pages in his file?

Yes, sir.

O P O P O P O >

Will you look at this page of Exhibit E and describe
how you know that it is connected with the Lhpus file?

A I know that this is connected with the Lapus file
because when the CIC go over the case report concerning <
Lapus it is already attgched to his report,

y;
A
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You found it in the file? ot =

Q

A - Yes, sir.

Q Do you know what that is?

A This is supposed to be what Lapus want from the éIC
authorities when he was still in confinement, |

Q What was he going to give in return for that?

A He is going to give some services which are of great

importance and confidential nature.

Q To the éIC?

A To the CIC.

Q - That is to be his remuneration?

A Yes. T

CAPTAIN PACE: No further questionsx
(Witness excused)
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Mr. Phillips.
' GENE K. PHILLIPS ‘
called a§ a witness on behalf of the Defense, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you please state your

mame and address?

A Gene K. Phillips, First CIC Region, APO 75.

Q Will you please state what is your present assignment?
A I am a special agent for the First CIC Region, APO

5. - "

Q Have you brought with you the official file of Narciso

Lapus held by CIC Area No. One?
- A ‘Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Mark this for' identification,
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please.
(Photostatic copies of File No.,
53-223, CIC Area No. One, was
marked Derense Exhibit G tor
identification,)

Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit G

and ask yéu if it represents trqe,photostatic éopies of
papers found in the file of Narciso Lapus.
A It does, but it does not represent the complete file.

Q That is, there are othér papers in your file which are ¢ °
not included there? L
A There are, That is true,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission is
referred to the second page of this~exhibit,
"HEADQUARTERS
COUNTER INTELLIGENCE CORPS AREA NO. 1
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
APO 75
"MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

"SubjJect: LAPUZ, Narciso G.
Sumilang, Pasig, Rizal

"On 1N March 1945, this Agent was directed to con-
duct an investigation of Subject, charged with being per-
sonal secretary to Gen. Ricarte, secretary of the Peace
Army, and member of the New Unity. He was interned by the
306th CIC Detachment, 23 February 1945, on Commitment Order
#260,

b LAPUZ was one of the first to come to the
support of Ricarte when the latter returned from Japan to
Manila in January 1942, LAPUZ then became one of the ori-
ginal members of the New Unity but he soon became involved
in an apparently insignificant episode which led to the
dissolution of the New Unity. LAPUZ at this time was
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living with a Miss Felisa Vengoza on Legarda Int., across

the street from the Moderno Theatre; however, Miss Vengozéﬁ

shortly afterwards left LAPUZ and began to live with a

Chinese. This infuriated LAPUZ who,'in an attempt to ob-
tain revenge, charged the Chinese and Miss Vengoza with
having stolen jewelry and. other chafiels from him, As a
result, the Chinese was arrested by Basilio Esleta, Victoriano -
Correa, Ciriaco Campomones, Tomas Patenia and others, and .
was imprisoned in Fort Santiago. Miss Vengéza was likewisé
imprisoned. One'week later, however, the Chinese and Miss
Vengoza were released. EAPUZ was then charged by the Japa=-
nese with having filed false charges and was himself im-
prisoned for one week. »

"This incident was displeasing to Ricarte and embar-
rassing to Domingo Lerma, who was then struggling to get
official recognition and increased authority for the New
Unity. The breach which this affair created between LAPUZ
and Lerma was widened when Lerma began to court the support
of Vargas and Laurel, LAPUZ then attempted to get Lerma
and Bernardo removed from office in the New Unity, but in
August 1942, LAPUZ was expelled from the organization, as
were Campomanes, Correa, Cosme Lazaro, Leon Villafuerte,
Santos, and others. These men continued their activities
in support of Ricarte in the office on Carriedo street which
LAPUZ shared with Judge Anastacio Teodoro.

"The LAPUZ group.gaineé-prestige with Ricarte at the
expense of the lafger group under Lerma ﬁhibh continued
to use the name of New Unity and occupied the same office.
Finally on 18 January 1943, the Japanese Military Police

closed the office, impounded the records, and imprisoned
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‘Lerma and Bernardo. s

"Shorﬁly after LAPUZ was released ffom Fort Santiago
he became secretary to Gen. Ricafte. That position, in
which he ﬁielded considerable influence, yielded him con-
siderable affluence, This double effect was achieved
thréugh the sale of letters signed by Gen. Ricarte stating
that the person to whom the letter was issued was personally
known by Gen. Ricarte to be a supporter of the Co-Prosper@tg_
Sphere., Until the New Unity was dissolved, a limited rium'fber
of these letters weré sold at the office by Joaquin Galahg,
Santos and Bernardo,

"LAPUZ's ‘version of his activities is interesting
although too fantastic to war;:;; credence, He states that
he was arrested by the Japanese on the chargé of espionage,
tortured at Fort Santiago, and sentenced to death and to
life imprisonment on a number of counts., After several
days he was released on the condition that:- he become secre-
tar} to Gen. Ricarte. As Ricarte's secretary he succeeded
in freeing from Fort Santiago 10,00" Filipinos, at least
half of whom were guerrillas.

"It is considered highly probable that LAPUZ was
able to obtain the release of persons, for a price., It
has been alleged that he caused the arrest of persons Jjust
so that he would be paid for releasiﬁg them later, This
practiig was not uncommon during the Japanese occupation
and has been given as ohe of the principal reasons,for the
disestablishment of the New Unity; which is a eged to have
" become quite extenSively engaged in the racket." |

The Commission's attention is directed to page 3,
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paragraph 3:

"3. The second phase of the life of LAPUZ which has
been invegtiggted by this office begins 20 November 1944
with the formation of the Peace Army. The bulk of the
ranking_éfficers'of this Army were Ricarte enthusiasts
who had been expelled .from the N;w Unity at about the same
time as LAPUZ,

"The nucleus of the Peace Army consisted of those

expelled with'LAPU7. These included Patenia, Correa, Cam-
pomanes , Santbs, Laza?o, Domingo, and Esleta, In addition,
there was F. C. de la Rama who was to provide the finances
for the organization and Agapito Zialcita, a fo:mer revo-
lutionary under Rica;te. s & ¥

And then on page 5:

"AGENT'S NOTES: LAPUZ offered to tell the complete
story about the Japanese occupation if he would be freed
and provided with suitable living conditions in New Ygrk
City. Letters referring to this offer are attached to the
original of this report as EXHIBIT XI."

_ The last paper is the Security Commitment Order
committing- Lapus for treason.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: To which does Defense now refer?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I beg your pardon?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: To which paper do you now refer?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: ihe last page in the file: Security

Commitment Order No. 260.
Defense offers in evidence Defense Exhibit G.
K]
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is acqepted by the
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Commission for such probative value, if any, as it shall bé//*

held to possess. :
(Defense Exhibit G for identi-

fication was received in evi-
dence.) -

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for

approximately ten minutes,
(Short recess)
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GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission is in session.

- You may proceed. ’ :
(A group of photostats wask
marked Defense Exhibit "H"
, for identification.)
Q (By Captain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit "H",
marked for identification, and ask you if it is a true photo-
static copy of papers in the files of CIC. '
A It'is. .
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The attention of the Commission is

invited to page 1 of this exhibit, "Headquarters Counter

Intelligence Corps, Qrea No. 1, United States Army Forces,
Pacific, APO 75. File No. 53-149,-5 September 1945.

"Memorandum for the ofricer.in charge:

"Subject: Galang, Joaquin S., 1236 Instruccion St.,
Sampaloc, Manila.,

"On 5 September 1945, this Agent was directed by the
Officer in Charge to conduct an investigation of Subject,
accused of having been a Japanese collaborator‘during the
occupation of the Philippines. He is specifically charged
with having been a member of the Peace Army:: holding the
rank of Major in that pro-Japanese organization. Also,
he was an active member of Bagong Pagkakaisa (New Unity).

" He was arrested and committed to Bilibid Prison by the
306th CIC Detachment on 17 February 1945 and is at present
interned in New Bilibid Pfison, Muntinglupa, Rizal.

"l. An undated statement (attached to the original
of this repoft as Exhibit I)vby Abelardo Galang, Subject's
son confirms Subject's membership in the Peace Army. In-

R
formant also attests to Subject's friendship with General
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_Artemio Ricarte.

"2. On 17 February 1945,.Subject was interviewed‘by
an agent of this Office and stated in substance as follows:
. "He had never been a member of eny subversive organi-
zation but on the contrary had been active 1n certain
guerrilla groups. . |
"He finally admitted that in early 1943 he had, with -
Leon Villafuerte, halped to organize a group known as the

>

Bagong Pagkakaisa (New Unity) but did so only in an effort

to secure the release of his sons from Japanese conccntra-
tion camps. He also'admitted.having worked for pécification
under Generel Artemio Ricarte, ~~

"He further admitted to having joined the Peace Army
under instruction of his commanding officer in the guer-
rillas, Lt. Col. Eugenio Castillo, for the purpose of
gathe;ing information concerning thc\activities of thié
organization. However, he never attended any of their
- meetings and reported nothing'to the guerrillas."

On page 3, paragraph 10:

"An affidavit included in the case file of Case No.
53-1127 (Subject: Lerma, Domingo) of this office and
signed by one A. Domingo, states in part as follows:

"1'Galang mﬁde out passes for members of the New
- Unity for which he charged them F2.00 and up. Subject
was classified as one of the active members of the New
Unity and was often seen in the company of Felipe E.

Jose, a mémber of the Propaganda Corps of the New Unity.
The mission of this Propaganda Corps was to cooperate
with the Japanese Military Administration espegially in
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promoting adheréﬁce to the Greater East Asia Co-Prégggfity
Sphere. Members of this Corps also acted as infofmants
for the Japanese Military Police.'

"ll. An affidavit signed by Galixto Bernardo and now
conteined in Case File No. 53-1125 (Subject: Bernardo) |
of this Office, states 1n.part as follows:

' “'Galang was on active member of the New Unity, often
scen in the company of Nerciso Lapus, secrctary to General .
Ricarte. Subjéct was known to have compiled rcports on’
military. activities.'"

"13. An affidavit, signed by Domingo T. Lerma, con-
tained in Case File No. 53-1%27 of this Officec states in
part as follows:

"'Galang was a member of the Execcutive Council of
the New Unity. Subject is pro-Japanese. His principal

job was to spy on the people in thec government.'"

Particular attention of thé Commission is also invited

to the sixth page of the exhibit headed "Aétivities of
the Subject with the New Unity organization.
"A. Domingo - Subject made out passes for the New

Unity members and charge them from §¥2.00 and up each."

) Then at the bottom of that page: "Joaquin Galang
was a member of the Executive Council of the New Unity.
Subject is a pro-Japanese man of Ricarte and a brother-
in-law of Narciso Lapus. Most of his activities were to
spy on the pégile in the government. If thc government
would change the administration and give it to Ricarte,
he would get a good position with his brother-in-law.
Subject told mé aboub reckets 1h gebting the Hlgnsbine

of General Ricarte,"
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Then the paper third from the back:

"Galang, Joaquin -~ sccretary to Genercl Ricarte and,
with Jose Gelang, allegedly responsible for the arrest
of General Lim in Batangns.

"Source. Report of FI-31 dated 6 July 45."

The following page: "Galang, Joaquin - Male -~
Filipino - Dapitan Street, near Albert Elementary School. -

"Places frequented: F. S8.; F. E. U, Garrisons, and
residence of General A. Ricérte;

~ "Remarks: Active Jap collaborator. Executive

secretary to General A. Ricarte y Vibora. Makes a lot
of money by pretending to work'for_thé release of appre-
hended people. Suck money from families of apprehended
persons, and issuing pass signed by General Ricarte.

"Source: USAFFE G Lists, 15 December 44."

Defense offers in evidence Defense Exhibit "H",

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted by the
Cbmmission for such probative value, if any, it shall be
held to possess.

(Defense Exhibit "H" for
identification was received
in evidence.)

- CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Pace) Mr. Millips, have you investi-
gated the activities personally or in a general way of
Lapus and Galang? E .
A - No, I have not. I was not assigned to the case.
Q v Are you familiaf with’ the position held by Ricarte
during the Japanese occupation?

A Familiar only from a general investigative way.

Wy
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Q Do you know whether Ricarte was in a position to "

obtain information from high renking Japenese officers?

A No, I could not answer that. :

Q Are you able to testify whether or not Lapus had

the complete'confidence cn@ received intimate information

- from General Ricarte?

A No, I do not. ;
CAPTAIN PACE: No further questions. L
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Thank you.

(Witness excused.)
CAPTAIN"ROBERT SMITH
called as a witness on behalf of the ﬂzz;sed, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Will you please state your

name, rank apd serial number?

A Robert Smith, Captain, 0-1321527.

Q Apd what 1s your present assignment?

A G-3, Historical Division, AFPAC.

Q Ahd have you brought with you today the M=l Operaticn

Report of the ¥IV Corps of the United States Army?

A I have. |
CAPTAIN SANDBERG:‘ Will you mark.this as the next

exhibit?

(EXtracts from M=l Operations
, Report, XIV Corps, U. S. Army,
- . was marked Defense Exhibit "I
- for identification.)
Q (By Cep tain Sandberg) I show you Defense Exhibit "IV, %

marked for identification, and ask you if it represents a

true copy of certain extracts from that report?-
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A It does; I have alfeady checked it.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: At this time the Defense wishes to
invite the attention of fhe Commission to only one portion
of this report of.phe extract; other portions will become
relevant at other stages of the case. %

‘On page 4 of the extract, the third paragrgh on the
page:f ‘

"No doubt when pecace comes the enemy will argue that
it was American shells that destroyed Manila, but such
arguments can be refuted by unquestioned evidence. As
the troops}of the 37th Division épproached the Pasig they
were met on every side by the sound pf expléZ;;ns and fal 1-
ing buildings. That these demolitions were previously ‘
planted and installed is authenticated by captured Order
No. 43 dated 3 February from the Imperiazl Naval Defense
Command: '(1) The South, Central and North forces must
destroy the factories, warehouses, other installations and -
material being used by navel and army forces, in so far as
the combat and preparation of navel forces in Manila, and
of the army forces in their vicinity will not be hindered
%hereby. (2) The demolition of such instellations within
the city limits will be carried out secretly from the time
being, so that such action will not disturb the tranquility
of the civil population or be used by the enemy for counter
propaganda. Neither large scale demolition nor burning
by incendiaries will be_cbmmitted. (3) A special order
will be issued cdncerning the demolition of the water sys-
tem and electrical instellations.'"

The Defense offers into Exhibit "IV,
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' GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is that a duplication of a Progecu-

tion's exhibit? o

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No, sir, this is a Defense exhibit
which we are just introducing.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: I am asking: Is it a duplication
of a Prosecution's exhibit? '

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: I am sorry; no, sir, it is not.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The documcnt is accepted by the

Commission for such ﬁrobative value, if any, as it may be
held to possess.

(Defense Exhibit "I" for
identification was received
in ewidence.)

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness,

CAPTAIN PACE: No questions.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Thank you.

(Witness excused.)
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COLONEL CLARKE: The Détonse calls Lieutenant General
Muto.
AKIRA MUTO

 cg1led as a witness on behalf of the Defense, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Lieutenant Commander Bartlett:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

” e’
»

Q (By Colonmel Clarke) Please state your name and -
address,
A (Through the Interpreter) Muto, Akiraj Tokyo.

Q What was your rank"iq/;be Japanese Army at the time

of the surrender at Baguio in September, 19457

A I was a lieutenant general. |

Q What was your assignment at the time of the surrender?

A I was Chief-of-Staff of the 14th Area Army.

Q. How long had you served as 'chief-of-staff of the

14th Area Army? '

A At the time of the surrender, approximately 1l months.
Q What had been your assignment prior to that time?

A I was commander of the Imperial Guard Division in
Sumatra.

Q When did you first learn of your assignment as chief-

qf-staff of the 1l4th Area Army?

A About the 15th of 16th of October, 1944, :
Q What was your feaction on learning of that assignment?
A As a matter of fact, I was shrprisea“and chagrined.

That is to say, prior to that I had heard that General

K-}
Yamashita had been assigned as commander of the Philippine
Area., Having been a friend of General Yamashita for some
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5% time in the past, I had felt that this is a difficult task
to which he has been assigned and one for which he should
be commiserated. As a matter of f;ét, I meﬁtioned to my
staff that this was too late, that-the assignment had been
made six month;-too late. It was my opinion that Japan had
been too slow in preparing Philippine'défense; that this
should have been done sooner.

After the capture of Saipan and Palau by American
troops, excited preparations for the defense of Manila ap-
peared to me to lead towards certain failure, and I felt

~great sympathy for Géneral Yamashita in his new assignment.
Howgver, having been ordered'to duty as-Eig chief-of-staff,
I prepared myself to perform that duty to the utmcst of my
ability and vigor. |
Q Had you ever served under General Yamasnita prior to
October, 1944? '
A I had. That was from July, 1938, to Octoberiof 1939,
in North China, At that time General Yamashita was chief-
of-staff and I was deputy chief-of-staff.
Q When did you report for duty at the hea@quarters of
the 14th Area Army and to General Yamashita as his chief-
of-staff? %
A Last year. That is to say, 1944, on the 20th of
October, in the night.
Q What relation did that date bear to‘the date of the
landing in Leyte? .
A The Amerioan ﬁ;bops landed in Leyte on the 18th, and
two days later, on the 20th, I reported.
Q What relation did the 20th of October bear to the
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date of General Yamashita's arrival in Manila?

A Since it appears that General Yamashita arrived on

the 9th of Octobof, there was é nine-day difference between

his arrival and the dmerican landing. :

Q Whéré was General ngashita's headquarters at the

time you repdrted for duty?

A Just a minute, please., It is possible that General

Yamashita may have arrived on the 8th. I am not clear. ;
COMMANDER BARTLETT: ﬁill you read the question,

_ pléase?

(Question read.)

(Translated by Commander Bartlgg;-to the witness,)
A (Through the Interpreter) Fort McKinley.
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did General Yamashita ever, at
any time, have headquarters in the City of Manila?
A (Thrqugh the Interpreter) He did an.
Q How long did General Yamashita maintain his head-
quarters at Fort McKinley?
A Until the 26th of December.

Q What year?
A 1944,
Q What was the mission of the 1l4th Area Army under

General Yamashita?

A His duty or mission was to defend the entire
Philippines. 3
Q Did that mission differ in any respect from the

mission of the 1l4th Army group under General Kuroda?
A It i1s exactly the same mission as prevailed under

B |
General Kuroda,
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Q dehGeneral Yamashita entrusted with the cdnduct
of civil affairs and liaison with the civil government?
A  No. Liaison with the govgrnmeht was under Field
Marshal Terauchi of the South Sea Command. .

COMMANDER BARTLETT: - I have asked for a repetition
of that answer. :

(Witness interrogated by Commander Bartlett,)

THE WITNESS (through Commander Bartlett): Fiecld
Marshal Terauchi and Ambassador Murata of the South Sea
Command.,

A (Witness interrogated by Commander Bartlett,)

THE WITNESS (through Commander B;rtlett):- ﬁggph
Sea Army Command, N

COMMANDER BARTLETT: That could also bec translated
"Supreme Southern Command."

Q - (By Colonel Clarke) Did General Kuroda have any
responsibility for liaison with the civil government while
he wis in command?

A At first General Kuroda had such responsibilities,
but afterwards he did not have them.

Q- When were thosc responsibilities taken from General
Kuroda? -
A I am quite certain that that was last year, in lay,

that is to say, May of 1944, when Count Terauchi arrived

L

in Manila.

'Q - To whom were those duties entrusted iﬁ‘May of 19447

A They passed to Count Tergﬁchi -- Field Marshal

Terauchi,

Q What was Field ilarshal Terauchi's command?

>
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A ;in his command was the entire southern area controlled

by Japan, including the Philippines.

Q- Was that the Supreme Southern Command?
A Yes., ‘
Q  Will you deseribe the general state of affairs which

you discovercd upon reﬁorting to the 14th Arca Army?
A When I met -- . When I arrived and met Gencral
Yamashita he was genuinely pleased to sce me., My predecessor,
the other chief-of-staff, had been 111l for a long time, and
éeneral Yamashita had had to perform fof hirzelf the dutles
of the chief-of-staff, His first words upon ceeing me was,
"It is a good thing that you have comé., I have been waiting
for you. Everything is bad. I ask you tc excrt'g;;at
energy in studying affairs and performing your duty," eor
"ecarrying on," | | |

. Therefore, on the following morning I immediately
started to inquire into all conditions.
Q( What did you learﬁ as to the sufficiency of available
troops in the Philippines?

A In general the number of troops was extremecly in-
sufficicnt, '
Q What did you learn s to preparations which had been

made for defense positions?

A Those preparations were pracfically non-cxistent and
what they were were obsolcte and inadequate protection
against American attack or bombardment. I “thercfore dis-
patched a signal to Tokyo in which I requested that a
special}st in defense works b; found and immecdiately dis-
patched/to the Philippines in o:dcr to start o« comprehensive
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syste; of defense positions, :
Q What was»the supply end ammunition situation?
A While there were considerablc supplies in the Manila

/

arca they were piléd in an unsystematic or helter-skclter
way. For instance, there were a lack of articles such as
were required herc in fhe Philippines accompanied by plcnty
of supplies of articles for which there was no use, In
spite éf the American air raid, which I belicve occurred

on Scptember 21st, causing tremendous damage to the City
_of Manila, the supplies were still located in the City and
had not been dispersed outside of the City. And of the
shortages, the'most acute were ricc 5nd gasoling;,_There
was an extreme shortage of both of these articles,

Q What was the state of morale of the troops?

A Because of the grcat rctreat that they had taken
part in, the troops were physically worn -- strike that out,
please. Because of the recent mass induction of new troops,
Army standards had fallen physically, and becausc of the
rctreat and long service in the tropies not only were the
troops physically below par, but their fighting spirit or
.morale was low, And particularly of the troops in the
Luzon arcaj almost to-a man they had experienced the
sinking of their ships, and as a :csult, in my opinion, had
been impaired as to their morale.

| Q What relation existed between the Japanése Army and

-~

the civilian population at that timo?

A You mean the Philippine residents?
Q Yes.
A Upon my arrival from Sumatra, where it was perfectly s
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safe to drive alone at any time, any place, I was greatly
surprised to disccver the ccnditions here in the
.Philippines, where I was informed that there‘were guérrillas
not only between Manila and Fort McKinley, but surrounding '
Fort McKinley itself, and 1t was a cause of great surprise
to nmec to find thils condition., :

Q Was there o shortage of food at the time of your

arrival? h
A  There vas.
Q Did you learn that Gercral Yamashito and his staff

were hampered by a lack of knowledge of tne Philippine
Islands? ‘
A Yes. I mysclf was cxtrenely honpered by this lack
of knowledgey General Yamashita had just come ta the
Philippines, and of the 15 ﬁembors of the staff only three
ﬁere retained from thosc of General Kuroda's starf, the
others having come fron Manchuria‘or from other locatlons,
and we werc 2ll cxtremely troubleda by 6ur lack™ef knowledge
of conditicns in the Philippines.

GENERAL REYNCLDS: The Commlsslon will recess for
approx.arately ten minutes. |

(Short reccss.) '

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Tho Comnission is in scssion.
You may resume.
Q (By Coloncl Clarkec) The various prchlems wvhich you
found when you arrived here, did Aercreal Yomashita have
thc ncccessary authority to. correct those conditions?

=)

o COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you repist the questioﬂ?

(Question read.)

3000
RSO g



: AR
A (Through the Intorprcter) The géncrai had author-
ity to correct a merc fraction of thesc cbnditions, but
not all of them. : '
Q (By Coloncl Clarke) Why not?
A Count Terauchi had come to the Philipﬁines as
Supreme Commander, and General Yamashita was under his
comﬁand; and there was a naval coﬁhander in Manila with
co-equal powers to Count Tepépchig§4 }~tho troops in the
Philippines, some were in the other two commands, that is,
the Navy and Count Terauchi; and those that werc under
General Yamashita's command were a fraction of all those
troops.//gor instance, of the 290,000 or 300,000 troops
in Luzon, approxinately 120,000 were under General
Yanashita's command., Therefore, although therc werc nany
undesirable conditions, it was not possiblc for General
Yamashita to take them all in handrimpediately and carrcct
then._ 3
Q Who commanded those other troops in addition to
Count Terauchi's and the Supreme Southern Cormand?
A Under Count Terauchi, but aside from those troops
under General Yamashita, were the 4th'A1r Arny, the 3rd
Transport Command, and-the Southern Army Conrunication
Unit, and the line of communications troops. That is about
all, .
QQ What was the chain of cormand in the Philippinesaas
of 9 October 19447
A Under the Imperial Headquarters in Tokyo came’Count
Terauchl directly, and under hirf came General Yamasﬁi%a;

and under General Yanashita was the\35th Arny at Cebu.
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At Luzon were several directly responsible Arny grbups.
Q ' Did you prépare a chart of the chain of command as
of 9 October 19447

A I have prepared one, in aeccrdance with ny present
Lerory - A :
Q . And that chart was preparcd. fron infornation received

by you when vou reported to General Yamaéhiﬁa, and your
past recollection? o 5 "
A That is right,
(The chart referred to was narked
: Defénsc Exhiblt J for identifica-
; _ tion.)

Q I show Jou a chart narked for identification as
Defensc Exhibit J and ask you if this 1s a fair rcpresen-
tation of that chart preparcd by you.
A Yes, it is,

COLONEL CLARKE: If the Cormission plcase, we offer
Defense Exhibit J, the chart prcpared by General Muto, in
evidence. |

MAJOR KERR: 1Is 2 copy avoilablc for the Prosecution?

COLONEL CLARKE: Noj; we arc going to have to put it
up right here,

GENERAL REYNCTLDS: The Cormissicn accopts the'docu-

' hent for such probatite value as it nay possess. but
dircets that photostatic coples of suitabic size be pre-
pared for ircorporation into the record of' the casc. _
~ (Defense Exhibi’ J for identifi-
cation was reccived in cevidence
and so nmarked,)
COLONEL CLARKE: Yes, sir. May we riow place the

chart on the board there, for the information of the Court
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and Prosecution during the testimony of variocus witnesses?

GENERAL REYNOLDS:® Very well.
Q (By golonol Clarke) 'Shortly after your arrival in
the Philippines was the l4th Arnmy grbup faced with a
serious problem of extremec gravify, that 1svto say, was a
now order reccived from the Inperial Headquarters concern-

ing the defensc of Leyte?

a s

A There was. B
Q What was the original Inperial Gcnér;1 He;ﬁquarters
plan for the defensc of Leyte? : |

A The Inmperial Gencral Headquartefs issued the follow-
ing order to General’fghashita through Marshal Terauchi:

In the event that the Americans make a landing on southorn
Luzon, the naval troops and air force troops will join in

a deeisive battle; that General Yamashita would partici-
patc in this battlc with §uch troops as were then in the
southern Philippines -- such Arny troops; in the event-
that the Americans.should nake a direct laﬁding, as 4 fikst
landing, on Luzon, then General Yamashita should cngage in
this decisive bottle with his total strength#

Q Was this the plan for the defcnsc of Luzon, or was -
it the plan for the Leyte campaign, according to the '
origihai question?

A This was the plan for the defensc of the entire
Philippines. - a5
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Qg What was the, original plan for the defense of Leyte?

A According to the original plan if the Americans

should land on' Leyte, the 16th Division then on Leyte,

together with such naval and air forces as were on the Island

would engage in a décisive battle on the shores of Leyte

Gulf. In the meantime, the 35th Army at Cebu would send as

many reinforcements as possiblc from the other pd%nip.in

the Visayans or Mindanao. R
According to the plan, no troops were to be sent

frém Luzon. .

Q Was'this a navx/gefense, primarily a navy defense

and under navy contirol?

A No. It was pnlanned that the naval forces and the

air force trbops would be directed by Marshal Terauchi

-whiié General Yamashita would issue his orders to army

troops through the 35th Army.

Q How many army: troops were on ﬁeyte at that time?
A Approximately ten thousand troops of the 16th
Division.

~
Q Were any changes made in the original plan of the

defcnse of Leyte by the Imperial General Headquarters shortly

after the American landing?

A There were.
'Q Vhat were those changes?
A Tnat General Yamashita was to pour irn as many troops

from Luzcn as possible to engage in a decisive battle

together with the navy and air force troops alrcady there.
. K

Q Did General Yamashita object to this cnange in the

plan of the defense of Leyte?
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A When I{arrived Gene;ai Yamashita was not complaihing
' cvout this but some.of the younger staff officers were very
véhemently complaining that this was an.unreasonable thing
" and were in the midst of an argument with the supreme
commands of the Southern Army.
Q Was General Yamashita ordered to ship as many troops

as he could send to Leyte?
A He was.. .
Q  Vhat problem did this sudden reversal of plan entail
for the staff of General Yamashita?

A Since this was a_fundamental change in the defense
plans for the Philippines, it createdAvery grave problems

and difficulties.

Q 0f what nature?

A First, since there had been no plan to transfer

troops from Luzon to Leyte there was no shipping and shipping,
as will be seen from that ehart, Exhiﬁit J, was under the
control of the Third Maritime Transport Headquarters,

which was not under General Yamashita.

The first difficulty was to assemble the ships under

the Third Maritime Transport Headquarters. The second
'difficulty'was that all troops in Luzon had been dispersed
over a wide area according to their assignments for the
defense of Luzon,

It was necessary from among these troops to withdraw
cerfain'units and assemble them. After assembling such
troops defects would manifest themselves, whichghad to be
corrected before they could be shipped to Leyte. SCupplies

for these troops, according to their original assignments,
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‘had been qoncentrated according to the original plan and ,
thig new plan necessitated the re-grouping and re-storing. =
of the supplies for the troops withdrawn,

; ' This would require considerable transport but at

that time the JapaneSeﬂhrmy was exceedingly short on both

motor transport and gasoline.

The next problem was the protection of the tpéps-
portation, the protection of the transports~carf}1§k re-inforce~
ments to Leyte, which had to be obtained from the 4th
Air Army, w?ich was not under General Yamashita's command.

Both the navy'aqg,xhc air force, having their own
assignments, did not carry out all of General Yamashita's
desires with respect to this matter, énd another cxtreme
difficulty was the attack, was the activity of American
bombers and submarines and of the ships which with great
effort General Yamashita was able to send from Manila towirds
Leyte, practically every onc of them was sunk enrcute.

And at this time there was always two or three
representatives from the Imperiel Genernl Headquarters
vehcmently urging General Yamashita to more vigorous action. -

Of the troops which General VYamashita with great difficulty

was able. to dispatch to Leyte, as shown on the righthand

pL 8

side of Exhibit J, the First Division reached Leyte
bractically intact. The other units arrived, all of them-
in incomplete co;ditibn.

. Ai that time General Yémashita was extremely busy.
Q Were any additional orders received from the Imperial
Headqparters during the Leyte cempaign, on or éiout 7

December 1944°%
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A LAbout thet time the Chief of Steff for Operations,

- what you call G=3 in the American Army, arrived from the
Imperirl General Headquarters snd ot that time the Amefican
forces were landing at Ormoc, end he urged 2 concentration
on attacking those fmericen troops rather than thé defeniive
opcratioﬁs in Leyte. General Yamashita held the opinion
that the results of the naval battle of Octobeé 24 to 25th,
had not been particularly advantageous. ﬁe als§ ﬁhderstoéd
that while air operations directed against Leyte Gulf had
at one time been somewhat successful, temporarily successful,
the net Tesult wes not successful.

/"

Since American troops were landing ~t Ormoc, it wes
his conclusion thet the Leyte campaign had ended, but the
representative nf the Imperial General Headquarters insisted
on renewed activity in the defense »f Loyte, the defensive
action in Leyte. Generel Yamashita, thercfore, as a last
resort, determinecd to make a countér-landing at Cariga;a ——
Bay. »Wh;le preparations for this landing wcre being made
1t appeared thet the United States troops were about to
land at San Jﬁse, Mindoro, and as a result both Count
Terauchi and the representative of the Imperial General
Headquarters came to the conclusion that the Leyte campaign
had been a failure,

Q How many troops were diverted from Luzon to the
Leyte area puErsuant to the orders issued by the Imperial

%General Headquarters?

A Approximately fifty thousand.

3007



Q Did the breparation for and the attempted eggg;tion
of these orders require the exclusive attention of‘General
Yamashita and his sfaff?

A Wé were all working on these plans day and night

i <
without rest.

Q And how long did these plans engage the exclusive
attention of the staff? '

A ve were'in fact engaged exclusively on hdw'to.c&gbuf
the American troops right up to the time of surrégﬁer Sé-
cause of the continued heavy attacks we received. ‘

Q After it became evident thet the battle of Leyte

wes in the last stages”whét'ﬁgéame the paramount problem of
Generai Yamashita? |

A The defense of Luzon.

Q What were the primary stages of this.problem‘whiéh
hed to be solved?

A\ The first problem was to 1ﬁcrease tho number of
troops to make up for thelvacuum createc, as I have told
before. To tﬁis end we sent numerous signals to Tokyo
calling for reinforcements. '

The second problem was the tightening up and clarify-
ing the chain of ccmmand under the single command of
General Yamaéhita, and a great deal of cffort was made to
secure this result.

Q- What steps were taken to bring the variouS

independént commands under the command of General Yamashita?
A <First, in Manila were approximately 30,000 troops
under the control of either Impegial Genéral Headquarters

or Marshal Terauchi. Among them were troops destined for
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other points in the Southern Pacific as replacemé;;;.but
detained in Manila fdr lack of transportation. zhd there
were others who, having been rescued from sunken ships, were
in and about Manila without means of proceeding to their

- proper uniés. There were troops who had been disé¢harged from
hospitals and had no meéns-of returning to their own units.

I took steps to place all of these troops under
General Yamashita's control either to fdrm new battglipﬁ§~
or to use as replacements in units sent from Jdpén whiih had
become depleted. Also three divisions, nemely, the 10th,
23rd and 19th, were dispatched from Japan to the Philippines.
While these units arrived about the end of December they
had, almost without exception, met with American submarines
and as a result their effectiveness had been cut from one-
half to two-thirds.

With respect to command it was determined that on
or about November 17th General ferauchi should go to Séigon, .
taking with him the headquarters of the Tﬁird Maritime
Transport.

As for the units in the Third Maritime Transport
Commend they were to come in under General Yamashita's
command starting in January, and, as a matter of fact, had
practically all come under his command by the middle of
February. |

As for the line of communication troops in the
Supreme,Coﬁmand Southern Army under Marshal Terauchi, while
they héé previously been attached to General Yameshita's -
Fourteenth Army Group, in the first part of ﬁovembeg they

were actually assigned to him as his troops.
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The air fbrce troops ceme under General Yamashita's
con§r01 on the first of Jahuary. A

In order to bring obout these chrnges in chain of
command' a great deal of time snd negotiation was required.
The conditions in Luzon, .from the middle of November until
into Deccmber were so precarious that if the Americans had
made 2 serious attempt at that time they could have upgoubtedly
ceptured the whole island with one blow. That wha?the time
when General Yemashita exerted great deal of effort.

' GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission- interrupts. That

will conclu&e the test{gggy this morning.

The Commission will hold » normel session tomorrow
morning, 22nd November 1945. Since 1£ will be Thanksgiving
Day the Cormission will recess at 11:30 A.M. cr thereabouts
until 8:30 Friday morning next. That is to say, there will
be no session tomorrow afternoon,

Upon resumption of heerings this afternoon, willth;
reporters be prepared to read back the last several y
questions and answers.

("hereupon a recess was teken until 1330 o'clock,

21 November 1945,)

-
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LFTERNOON SESSION o

(The trial was resumed, pursuant to recess, at
1330 hours.) X . :
GENER/L REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
MAJbR KERR: 8Sir, 211 members of the Commission are
present, the /Lccused and his Defense Counsel are present.
GENER/.L REYNOLDS: Defense may procee&.
Will the reporter read back the lest questions and

answers, please? . g e

(The last six questions and snswers of the morning
session were gead by the reporter as therein recorded.)
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Is it true, then, that during
the three-months' period before the Lingayan landing,
General Yamashita had nominal eontrol nhd rcsponsibilities
for the defense of Luzon, but only limited suthority to
carry it out?'

COMM/NDER B/RTLETT: Will you repeat the question,
please? ' '

(Question read)
A (Through Commander Bartlett) That is correct.
Q (By Colonel Clarke) It was about this time that it
w;s realized by your headquarters thert the battle of the
Phil;pﬁinés'was lost?
A The impression at thet time was that the Japanese
campéign in the Philippines was not & victory end could not
succeed. _
Q i In view of this realization, what strategic plan
was adopted by General Yeamashita in Luzon?

R
A " If one were to compare the Americen forces with the
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Japanese forces, the Americans had completely effeétive
naval and air forces and were in a position to make a land-
ing at any point where they could choose., In addition to
_th;s; the qurican ground forces possessed far superior
fire power and mobility. _Comparing the’Japanese forces to
this, the defensé positioﬁs on the shores weré exceedingly
inadequate. Fire power ﬁas inferior and mobility had.' ;.
practically disappeared.“‘lt was seen that there would ge“
no possibility of éombat;hg the American forces ﬁ£th arms.
Although General Yamashiéa had been told to fight a decisive
battle against thé Amertban troops on Luzon,yit became
clear that that plan woﬁld ﬁﬁz;oidably have to be changed.
We notified Marshal Terauchi and adopted the new plan.} At
that time the following was decided, the following policy
was adopted:

- The plan was to occupy mountain positions in Luzon
agd engage American forces for as long as poséible, in
order to postpone as long-as possible any fighting in
Japan proper.

Three points were therefore established to this end:
The first was the mountain country east of Manila. The
next was mountains west of Clark Field, and the third was
from Balete ?aés to Baguio, the mountain country in that
region.l

In order to leave Manila outside of the éombat
area, the plan was to withdraw all troops and supplies
from M;nila to those three regions enumerated above. 1In
addition, there was an 1deé of leaving a small detachment
in Batangas to delay as long as possible the arrival of

-
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_ Amérlcan forces into Manila. Feeling’gggf the rice at
Cpgéyan was of the utmost importance to the Japanese forces,
anticipating either air drop or a landing in that vicinity,
one diyisipn was sent to protect that area. 3
iQ Why was it determingd to abandon Manila?
A - Manila was the principal and cultural center of the
Philippines, with a population of not less-than one million,
and the terrain or the city itself was of ﬁ;éhly inflammable
construction. To defend a highly inflammable city with
one million inhabitants in it was considered not only im-
posgible but disadvantageous.

Voreoever,-General Yamashita considered that to in-
voke the hatred of the Philippine people would have a
very disastrous effect upon his operations.
Q To what extent was the evacuation of Msnila carried
out under this plan? ‘
A Because of lack of supplies and constant 1qterferenceJ~
by the American air force, the&e plans were delayed; and
at the time of the Lingayan landing, with a small portion
left, most of the ground forces had been withdrawn from
the city. With respect to supplies, however, only about
one-third had been successfully removed, and the remainder
had not been removed from the city.
Q hy did General Yamashita's plan to evacuate the
City of ganila fail?
A The primary reason was the lack of transportation
of the Japanese troops, as I have said before., From the
time I arrived in Manila, practically every day'when o

~ weather permitted there were attacks from American air
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‘forces. Also, among those who were not under G;neral
Yamashita's cémmand, there were a number of officers who}
were opposed to his idea of withdrawing from Manila and
leaving 1t outside of the area of operations.

A third reason is that there was a reluctance on
the part of many to leave thev01ty of Manila and teke up
their existence in the mountainous country, and they were

not prompt about starting out of_ the d@ty.
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Q ' Describe the steps that‘General Yamashita took ;o
effect the evacuation of Manila. |
A Pracfically all of us staff officers came to Ihniia
and urged various unit commanders to withdraw from the
city, but it appeared that none of them shared the idea
‘of the imminence of the American landing which General '
Yamashita had, and for that reason General Yamashita moved
his own quarters to Ipo. Na :
Q What date did General Yamashita move his headquarters
to Ipo?
A "It was the ‘night of December 26th.
Q Was any order given by General Yamashita to the
commanﬂing general of the Shimﬁu’group relative to the
evacuation of Manila?
A There was.
Q Were any steps taken by your headquarters to insure
that this order would be carried out by the Shimbugkroup?
A Such steps were taken.
Q What were they?
A Written orders were given, were issued, at the end of
December, and the staff officers, at the end of December
and the staff officers, Colonel Kobayashi and Major Ishikawa,
who were in charge of the withdrawal, were dispatched to 4
the Shimbu group -- the staff officersin charge of the with-
drawal plan.
Q And what were the instructions given to these officers
when they reached theJShimbu group?
A They were transferred to the Shimbﬁ’group command to
"act as staff officers there, thoroughly femilidr with all
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the desires end plans or General Yamashita.

'Q Were any orders given to the 4th Army during the _
evacuation of Manila after they ceme under the control of '
the' 14th Army group in January?. A

A Yes. I had met the chief of staff of the 14th Air
Army in the latter part of December, and personelly told
him of Generzl Yemashita's desires and acquainted him with
them, and coincident with the passing of the command into
.the 14th Army group written orders were given.

QOMMANDER BARTLETT: I would like to correct thet.
It was from the ch;g;_of staeff to the commending officer
of the 4th pir Army.

Q (Colonel Clarke) /s a result of this plan of
evecuztion how many army troops remained in Manile at the
time of the Battle of Manila?

A I cannot be too accurate, but I beliecve it wes some-
thing between 1500 and 1600.

Q Vhat mission wes assigned to this 1500 or 1600 group?
A To maintain order in the City of Manile and to
protect sﬁpplies left in the city.

Q Approximately 16,000 naval groops were in Manila

at the time of the Battle of Manila. Why were these troops
not evacuated prior to that time?

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, thc Prosecu=-
tion-has no ;bjection to 2 reasonable amount of leading
'questions, but I submit a question of that character is
entirely out of order. Why does not Counsel ask this
witness whether or not he knows how many néial troops

were in the city?
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1 might say that counsel has been leading this wit-

ness, it seems to mé, entirely unnecessarily.
- COLONEL CLARKE: 1If I recall correctly, sir, that

is in the Prosecution's evidence.

MA&OR KERR: Very<yell. But you are not cross examin-
ing our witness, Colohel;

COLONEL CLARKE: - We are using your evidence based
upon your contention. L

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of Prosecution is
noted and is well founded. The Defense is cautioned to
avoid leading questions when it is an essential part of
the testimony where the witness should express his own
conclusions. |

However, in this case you may proceed.

COLONEL CLARKE: I will ask the question the other way.
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Do you know how many naval
troops were in the City of Manila at the time of the Batt{?
of Manila? '
A I did not know. After the time that I conversed
with the chief of staff of the naval forces in Manila
it was not clear how many troops there were there. It
appeared to be two or three battalions from the 31lst Base
Unit.
Q Do you know why these troops had not been evacuated
from Manila? .
A I do not know. )
Q Were any orders given bj General Yamashita to the
commanding officer of the naval troops within the Manila
area or within the City of Manila to evacuate tﬁe City of
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Manila? 4 -
A General Yamashita could not issue orders to the command-
ing naval officer. '
Q Now, at the time that certain navy land troops are
‘alleged to have come under the control of General Yamagpita,
were any orders given to the commanding officer of that
group to evacuate? el 4
COIMANDER BARTLETT: Will you please read the question?
(Question read.) R o _
THE WITNESS: I had talked with the chief of staff,

&

and of the naval forces, and the naval commander was well
aware of General Yamashita's desire that all troops be take
. from the city ;;;.the city eliminated from the battlefield.
Q We}e any orders given to Admiral Iwabuchi to evacuate
the troops under his command?

A He was under the command of the Shimbu Unit and had
received instructions from that, from the commander of that,
unit that General Yamashita had ordered all trooﬁé to be
taken out of the City of Manila.

Q In view of all this, how do you account for the fact
that the navy did not evacuate at Manila?

A I can make various guesses in this matter, but_it is
‘my understanding that navy troops had two missions: One,
in connection with sea defense, and the other with respect
to land operations, and having two missions this created a
dilemma for Admiral Iwabuchi, |

Q What was that dilemma?

A Since Manila was the main or principal base of the
31lst Base Unit, which was Admiral Iwabuchi's comménd, I aﬁ :
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Awondering if he did not feel that his prinéipai.mission
had'gupersedehce over all others and it was fo conduct
shore defense on this base in the city? :
Q Under these circumstances would.you say that General
_ Yamashita had but limited control over the naﬁ land troops?
A It is my belief that he had a limited control for
operations only and had no control with—gespect to training,
discipline or personnel matters. -? ;
Q What was the nature then of the actual control exer-
cised by General Yamashita over these troops?
A Onlqﬁgperational control for battle purposes, exer-
cised through the commander of the Shimbu group.
Q Did you in your caﬁacity as chief of staff for the
14th Army group receive any reports from any subordinate
commanders from General Yamashita of the mistreatment of
civilians in Manila?® , 4
A I have not received such a report.
Q Did you receive any reports in the progress of the
battle in Manila?
A I did receive reports during the battle for the City
of Manila, but they concerned major phases of the battle,
and I received no reports as to any small details.
Q What was the state of communication. between your'
headquarters at Baguio and the Shimbu Army?
A i They were good. A
Q What was the communication system at that time betﬁee;
Baguio-Shimbu and Baguio-Manila?®
A As for the communications between Shimbu and Manila

L]

at that time, I did not know about them. I do know about
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them now. I have hearé/;Lat frﬁm the City of Manila f;
Shimbu communicationsrwere'being carried out by méans of
naval radio. Between Shimbu and Baguio‘thgre was only
army radio. There was also naval radio communication
between Manila and Baguio.

— COLONEL CLARKE: Will you please read the answer?

(Answer read.,)

Q (By Colonel Clarke) 'Qialyour headquarters receive
any signal through thé navy radio? |

A We were receiving from the naval headquarters.

Q Did you receive any reports through the naval head-

gquarters of the mistreatment of civilians in Manila?
A No.

Q When were land communications between Baguio and

Manila cut off?
A The officer or officers who returned from Manila on

the 12th of December, 1944, were the last communications
we received.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes.

(Short recess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed. :

COLONEL CLAPKE: Will the reporter read back the last
‘question and answer, please.

(Question and answer read)
Q (By Colonel Clarke) In the answer to the~1asf question
which was asked you stated that the last lénd'qommunications

stween Manila and Baguio were on the- 12th of December, 1944,

A That was an error. I should have said January 12th
of this year.
Q ‘ When did/ggp first learn of the annihilation of
Admiral Iwabuchi's forces in Manila?
A I heard about it the fifst time in about the middle
of March,
Q Did General Yamashita ever give any orders for the
destruction of buildings or property in Manila?
A Absolutely not,
Q I am going to read to you a quotation from the text
of an order which is contained in Imperial Naval Defense
Command which is contained in Defense Exhibit I,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is the matter in evidence at this
cime? ’ .

COLONEL CLARKE: Yes, sir. If is on page 4 of Defense
Txhibit I, paragraphs 86 and 87, the second paragraph under
that heading, about the sixth line from the top of the se-
cond paragraph.
Q (By Colonel Clarke) '"Order No. 43 dated 3 February
from the Imperial Naval Defense Command '(1) The South,

Central and North forces must destroy the factories, ware-
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houses, other installations and material being used ﬁy naval
and army (orces, iﬂsofar as the combat and preparation of
naval forces 1; MANILA, and of the army forces in their
‘vicinity will not be hindered thereby, (2) The demolition

of such installations within the city limits will be'carried
out secretly for the time being, sb that sgch action will
not disturb the tranquility of the ciyil population or be
used by the enemy for counter propaganda. .ﬁeifher large
scale demolition nbr burning by incendiaries will be. com-
mitted, (3) A special order will be issued concerning the
demélition of tgg_water system and electrical installations.'™

Did General Yameshita authorize the issuance of this

order?
A No. a
Q Was the issuance of this order ever brought to the

attention of your headquarters?

.

A This is the first time that I have ever heard about

such an order. Therc was no report of such an order.

Q Was this strictly a naval order&:/

A Who issued this order?

Q Inperiel Naval Defense Force.

A Then 1t was issued by the Navy.

Q Did General Yemeshita at sny time give any orders for
the killing of noncombatant civilians in Manila?

2 ihere is absolutely no such thing has ever occurred. .
Q Did you ever herr of any commander under General .

Yamashita issuing such orders?
K]

A I have not,
Q Will you describe the organization of the prisoners
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of war administration in the Philippines? : -

L There was a commander of internment who had charge

of the custody of prisoners of war and internees. This
digector of internment was attached té the line of communi-
cations headquarters, which in turn was under the command of
General Yamashita.

Q What were the instructions --

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Hold up just a second . -

Will you read the last question and the last answer,
" please? ‘

*(Question and answer read)

COMMANDER BARTLETT: I would like to change the word
"headquarters" to "inspector". "Inspector of the line of
communications" rather than "headquarters of the line of
communications",

GENERAL REYNOLDS; Very well.

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Was this inspectof of the line

of communications under General Yamashita prior to November

15447

A It was under his control but not under his command,
Q Explain what you mean by that.

A Will you look at Exhibit J? You will see the 1l4th

Army.Group shown in that chart and from it a dotted line
down to what is labeled "Hei Tan" or prisoner-of-war camps.,
Q And-what -- .

A At the early part of November the organization was
changed and this command came directly and clearly under
the 14th Army Group. . .

Q Do you know of any instructions which were issued

3023



concerning the treatment of prisoners,of”har and the‘con&uct
" of prisoners-of-war camps? '
COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you read the question?
(Qﬁestion read) |
A After my arrival General Yamashita had never issued
any special orders on these subjects,
Q . (By Colonel Clarke) Do you know of any orders issued
from Tokyo on that subject? s A
K- I do know of an order from Tokyo shyiné-that all
prisonérs of war in the Philippines were to be transported
to Tokyo. Aside from that I know of no orders from Tokyo
on that subject.
Q Did Genef;I—Yamashita ever issue an order that all
American prisoners of war should be killed?
A There is nothing of the sort ever occurred.
Q Did your headquarters ever receive information that
any of its subordinate officers issued such an order?
A Such a thing was impossible and I have neve; heard
of such an order being issued.
Q Will you describe the general policy of General
Yamashita as to the treatment of prisoners of war?
A The general policy followed the generallrules laid
down for the care of prisoners, but I have also heard him
express a desire that, because the prisoners of war are
in a somewhat helpless position, they should be treated
with as much kindness as possible.
Q What do you mean by "the general rules laid down"?
"Laid down" by whom or by what?

A These rules for the management of ‘prisoners were
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prepared in Tokyo upon the basis of the Geneva Conveﬁgg;ﬁ.
£ Did you or General Yamashita ever visit or 1ﬁspect
any of the prisoner-of-war camps?

A .No. ‘
’Q . Did you'or Geheral Yamashita ever inspect or visit

the internment camps"in Luzon?

A - No.
“ Why not? | : SR
A Ster the landing at Leyte we were exceedingly busy.

We received constant attacks, bombing during the daytime

an¢ had to do all of our work at night, and it was im-
possible to make inspection trips at night,

Q Can you state definitely that General Yamashita had
never visited Santo Tomas, Cabanatuan or any other prisoner-
of -war camps in the Philippines?

A Yes.
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.GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before you do that, read the last
‘question and the last answer.
‘(Question and answer read.)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question, of course, is very
confusing. :
' COMMANDER BARTLETT: The question was put in the
negative and the aﬂswer megns that he can definitely state
thét such occurrence had never happened. : b %
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did General Yamashita, or did he
not, visit any prisoﬁer of war camp in the Philippines,
particularly Santo Tomas or Cabanatuan?
A (Through Commander Bartlett) I have always been with
General Yamashita, and I know;ﬁz-am very sure of my facts.
He has never been to any such place. ’
Q Did Gereral Ko ever make any direct report, either
orally or in writing, to General Yamashita concerning ‘the

prisoner of war camps?

A According to my memory, there were two or three such
occasions.

Q | Do you know the nature of those reports? Y

A One report was a statement of the location and number

of 1nma§es of all of the prisoner of war camps in the
Philippines., The other reports were all more or less
short, simple, foﬁtine reports, to the general effect that
these camps were being conducted without incident excepting
that therevwas a shortage of food for the inmates.,

Q Will you explain the general food situation in the
Philippineé between October, 1944, and February, 19452
A The whole Philippines?

)
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Q Yes,

A This concerns the food situation of everybody in the
Philiﬁpines, including, of course, the prisoners and inter-
nees, At that fime a great proportion of the fbod required
in fhe-Philippihes was being imported from-outside sources.
Starting in July or August, American submarine aétivities

became very great, and as a result, apggrently some 85

percent of our transports met with difficulties, and as .

result, the food situation was becoming very acute. Rice
had been coming from Bangkok and Saigon, but in Qctober
Americen planes based in Morotai became very active in the
Souath China Sea, thus virtuaily’iﬁtting off these supplies.
And about the time that I arrived in the Philippines, the
ration was reduced from 600 grams to 450 grams. In
November the ration of 450 grams had been reduced again to
400 grams., About 10,000 tons of ricq very fortunately
arrived about the beginning of the middle of November;
that would.be around the 10th of November. Of this, t?e
greater part was dispatched immediately to Leyte, Vis;yan
or Negros, and only approximately 4,000 tons was avéilable

for distribution in Manila, and the net effect on the Manila

‘food situation was nil.

At that timé; the food situation, the ration situation

for the Japanese Army was becoming acute, and representa-
tions were méde to the Philippine Army, demanding that
steps be taken to procure rice for the Japanese Army. I
have heard %haf in the City of Manila the price of rice had
gone to such a point that the poor people were unable toe

buy and eat any rice at all.
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Q - When you state that the rice ration was reduced two

or three times in the fall of '44, do you refer to the
ration of the Japanese soldiers?

A That was the daily ration of the Japanese soldier.

Q ? Was there any difference in the rice ration issued
to the Japanese séldier and that 1ssued to the prisoner of

war or internees?

A According to General Yamashita's orders, they were
equal; fhey‘were the same. » '
Q Was this food shortage regarded as a serious problem

. by General Yamashita?

A General Yamashita was talking about practically
nothing else after my arrival, saying to the suﬁply officers,
"It is rice; it is rice that we want."

Q Were any steps taken to remedy this situation?

A In addition to requesting the Philippine Government
to expedite the gathering Sf.local rice, many messages Were
sent to Marshal Terauchi,  telling him -- demanding that he
send supplies, even at the risk of considerable loss. Al-
though in the latter part of December, Manila Bay had been
rendered impossible of access or egress of Japanese vessels,
Marshal Terauchi had arranged to send to San Fernando
approximately 10,000 tons of rice, and ten or more thousands
of drums of gasoline, and we were awaiting these supplies
with much joy._ When they were all destro&ed by burning by
American forces -- ,

2 COMMANDER BARTLETT: I got that wrong. Instead of

the rice coming ashore, "The American Army came ashore."

- R (By Colonel Clarke) There has been evidence introduced
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in this case concerning the massacre of 150 prisoners of
war at Palawan. .At the time of the massacre, these
prisoners of war were working .on an air field. In your
capacity as chief-of-staff of the l4th Army group, or in
any other manner, did you ever hear of this incident?

A The first time that I ever heard~of_the inciderit was
after arriving at New Bilibid. I read abqpt‘a report of
the occurrence in the Daily Pacifican, fhé’American news-
paper,

Q Were the air field coqstruction units at Palawan under
the jurisdiction of the 14th Army on 14 December 1944, the
day on which the massacre occurred?

A About the 14th of December those units, or that unit,
were under the 4th Air Army, and had no connection with the
14th Army group.

Q When did the 14th Army group assume comman{ of the
air forces? '

A On the 1lst day of January of this year.

Q ' Was there a prisoner of war camp at Palawan?

A There was no prisoner of war camp there.

Q Will you describe the circumstances under which

prisoners of war are assigned.to various operating units

for labor detail?

A The unit desiring services of prisoners of war puts

in a redhest to the commander of a prisoner of war camp,

for a certain number of prisoners to be employed for a
certain number of days. If, upon considering the nature s
of the work involved, the commander of‘%he prisoner of war

camp approves of the prqject, he then.allots a certain
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number of prisoners to the requesting unit. The commanding

officer of- the unit acquiring the services of thé prisoners
is required to administer the Prisoners under expctly'thd
~ same regulations as prevail in the prison camp. As a
: result, he has-a double responsibility as a unit commander
and'as a prisoner of war administrative officer.
Q In such cases, are the prisoners of?war, their use
and their treatment, the sole respopéibili?y.dr the unit
commander to whom they are assigned?
A That is the way it is.
Q » 1In the case of the Palawan prisoners of war, were they
housed, fed and’gﬁarded and supervised by the air force?
A Yes.,
Q And the troops of the air field construction units
were not under the command of General Yamashita on 14
December 1944, 1s that correct?
A That is correct. )
Q There hﬁs been testimony in this case that American
prisoners of war saw Red Cross packages stored in a room
or rooms of General Yamashita's headquarters in Manila,
Some of the packages are alleged to have been opened, and
part of the contents removed. Will you st&te anything you
know about this alleged incident?
A This testimony appears to me as a very foolish attempt
to discredit a high Army officer. '
Q Do you know anything about it?

(The last question was not asked the witness by
Commander Bartlett in Japanese ahd the witness continued

with his last answer,)
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A (Continuing) For an Army commander to become a

-

o

* cnd steal articles out of Red Cross packages 18 an
unthinkable thing, but I have something to say on this
subject: :

First, the Army commander never lived in Manila, but
stayed ﬁith us in the same dormitory‘at Fort McKinley. At
this plgce were the commander, the deputy commander,
chief-of-staff, and civilian employees of the.;ré&, and
orderlies§ and beyond those, there was no occasion for

"anybody to visit those quarters.

General Yamashita, when he was in North China, was
a very heavy smokefjrbut at the time that I arrived at
Manila he had entirely stopped smoking. While this may
seem like unnecessary details, I may say that he is now
smoking again, and the reason he started smoking was tﬁat
he said he was getting too fat, that his belly was getting
too big, and he wished to reduce somewhat, so he has Eaken
up smoking again, ,

Even if General Yamashita had been a heavyssmoker,
plenty of tobacco was brought to the general by the aide-
de-camp of the Emperor coming down from Tokyo, and he
would have had plenty to give away; and here to think that
an Afm& commander who does not smoke and does not need
tobacco and has plénty of tobacco supplied from home, ‘
vwould rifle Red Cross packages for cigarettes, to me is

" unthinkable.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes. 2

(Short recess.)
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GEN"RAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
You may proceed. ; . .
Q (By Colonel Clarke) At the time of the American
lgnding or when the Mmericen landing became imminent at
Luzon, did you as Chief of Staff for General Yamashita

formulate any plans as to the disposition of prisoners of

war? .
A . I did. e -; ‘
Q Wﬁat were those plans?
A The plan was that in the event of an American landing

in Luzon that through the protecting power a roster of
prisoners and 1nté;;;es would be handed to the American
Army through this neutral power.'

To transfer the prisoners with rosters of their names

to the Americans, through neutral powers, that was the

" reason for this.

<

The reasons for this were: First, was that it was
impossible with the facilities available for the Japanese
army to transport these prisoners and internees further
inland. Also by reason of the extreme scarcity of supplies
it was clear that to bring 1qrge numbers of orisoners of.
war and internees with us would make it impossible to give
them any kind of adequate care.

In line with this, about the middle of December, we
called General Ko, and gave him instructions to this effect,

.particularly telling him to leave as much in the way of
retions as possible with the prisoners and internees when
they were abandoned. R

The reason that the internees from Baguio were
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tranéported to Manila was this plan.
Q Had any'orders béen received at any time from
Tékyo concerning the transportation of any prisoners of war |
to Japan? '
A Orders had been received prior to my arrival, that
is to say, early in October, to this effect, which orders
were finally carried out about the end of.November:‘_
Q Who had the responsibility of carrying ouf those
orders of the transportation of those prisoners of war?
A' The responsibility for transporting these prisoners
was with %he Maritimﬁﬁggensport Headquarters. The plan,
as announced from Tokyo, called for the ships for their
transpértation to arrive at Manila éarly in November and
for that reason the prisoners from around Cebanatuan, they
were brought down to 01d Bilibid in Manila. "As a result
of that the number of prisoners at the 01d Bilibid at one
time exceeded two thousand and by reéason of the delay'o;
these ships, which did not arrive until December, I heard
that considerable inconveniences or discomfort was caused»
at that place.

+ Q Were prisoners of war shipped to Japan sometime in
September, 1944, or rether in December, 19447
A Some were sent to Japan, approximately 12 December.
Q. Was the Meritime Transport Command.under the control .
of General Yamdshita at that time?
b No. | '
Q Did Generel Yamashita or rather General Ko carry
out his instructions as io the release of intérnees to

the American forces?
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3 At Baguio I was under the impression that the plan
was being carried out according to directions. For instance,
I héard that the prisoners at Cabanatuan had been released.

I received a report, at a later daté, I heard whereas I had
expected that the transfer would be effected thrdugh the
protecting power of Japan, thAt is Spain, it was General
Ko's idea that it wbuld be effected thfbugh fhe American
protective power, that is Switzerignd, “And that when he

' tried to contact the Swiss authorities he found that there
were none present and as a result discovered that he could
not carry out that part of th; plan though he did proceed

to prepare rosters of the prisoners and internees.

Q There has been some evidence before this Commission
of abuses in the administration of prisoner of war camps
referring to inadequate medical supplies, poor housing and
in some 1nstances! beatings and other abuses. Were these ,
matters ever reported to you? N
A As a matter of fact, no reports came here. The
 first I have ever heard of these was in this room and if
these incidents are facts they are matters that should have
been taken care of, although, I repeat, I did not know about
them, I never heard about them.

Q If these matters had been reported to you, would
there have been an inspection of those conditions made?

A . I believe that if I had an} report of such matters
that, busy as wé were, we would have considered that they
.were things that must be looked into.

Q Did you as Chief of Staff receive any reports on
guerrilla activities in the Philippine Islands?
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A - I have received such reports although what I kﬁow
about such matters is only generalities.
Q Were these guerrilla activities considered a grave
probley in view of the imminent invasion of Luzon by the
Lmerican forces? .
A Thef were considered, this was cohsidered a very.
serious matter because reports from Leyte were to-th?.
ofrcct that practically the entire Philippine pbpéiation
became guerriiles and rendered the Japanese position ex-
tremely precarious,

At that time activities or the energy of the
guerrillas had greatly';;;reased, particularly in.the City
of Manila and in the swamps north of the city, and in Cavite
Province. I also remember receiving reports that es a
result of the expected American landings at Lamon Bay, a
large number of guerrillas were gathering at that place.
Later, when the fmericans had made their landing at ;
Mindora and were about to land at Batangas, I received-
intelligence to the effect that large numbers of guerrillas
had gathered in Batangas from other areas. We were paying
a great deal of attention or interest to these guerrilla
units at that time.

Q I‘aﬁ going to read you a paragraph from Allied
Translator and Interpreter Section, Treanslation No. 152,
Prosécution's ExHibit No. 4, This paragraph is from the
"Philippines Operation Plan Summary 11 October 44", issued
by %he Shobu Group.

COMIMANDER BARTLETT: He asked was that thg 11th of

October..
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G60LONEL CLARKE: Yes, the 11th of October.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you please reed it in
English so we all will know the one to which you refer?

COLONEL CLARKE: This is Paragraph 5 under the
general leading of Guide rection II.

“In view of the special characteristics of the
Philippine Operations, subversive aétlv%tiés of the residents
and attacks in our rear by airbdrne.rg;dihg forces must be
considered. 1In order to avoid‘ﬁlstaﬁés in conducting the
operations, take precautions against érmed guerrillas,
subjugate them quickly, andhput a Ptop to their activities."

COMMANDER B/RTIETT: I am explaining that this is
a re~translation into Japanese of 'hgt has been already
translated from the Japanese into English.

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Are you familiar with that?
A I can remember something like that but it scems t?
me there was a great deal before it and a great deal that

came after it.

Q There is, but this is an extract.

A I can remember that.

Q Was that issued by the 1l4th Army Group?

A I do not know whether this is an order or instructions.
Q In either event, was it issued by the 1l4th Army

Group?

A I believe so, yes.

Q And did that order or instruction limit actions

against guerrillas to combatting armed guerrillas?
M/JOR KERR: If the Commissiqn please, the Prosecu-
tion objects to the question. The order speaks for itself.
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' Now, as to the purpose behind this order, that iould.be a
Droper question, but what the order itself provided for I
again rcpeat the order speaks for itself.
% GENER/L REYNOLDS: Will you read the last question
and gnswer? ‘
(Question and answer read) ’ :
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecqtion's objection 1is
sustained in its present form. e 2
-COLONEL d;hRKEz I want to bring out the fact that
it says "armed guerrillas."™ It has been brought out here
thr £ therc has been activities against non-combatants and
against guerriligg and thet it was with the sanction of
General Yamashita or under his command. We know there was
an order issued and that was the order which was issued
and consequently, we want to bring it to the attention of
the court forcibly that it applied to "armed guerrillas" in !
combat. )
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of the Prosecution

was on the grounds that the captured enemy document stood
on its own feet.

- It would seem to the Commission when you wish to
establish such a point it would be by the instructions of actus
orders issued by General Yamashita's Headquarters or by some

other method. The translation of the document stands on 1t§

own feet.
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Q Did fhe.14th Army Group ever engage/I;—actual combat
operations against armed guerrillas in pursuance to that
policy?

A These orders were issued as a result of experiences
dufing the Leyte campaign, and as far as I am concerned we
had the~experien¢emot condudting operations against
Volckman's unit.

Q Did General Yamashita ever issue any opdgr;‘for the
killing of non-combatant civilians? b
'A Absolutely not.

Q D}d your headquarters ever receive any reports that
Japanese soldiers had-killed non-combatant civilians?
A I have never heard of such a thing.
Q Did General Yamashita ever express to you his policy
concerning relétions with the civilian population?
A From the time I joined General Yamasﬁita he frequently
said to me that "Unless we can draw the people of the_
Philippines onto our side we canndt conduct a successful
campaign."” In a communication addressed to all of his
troops on the occasion of his arrival General Yamashita
stated that "The Philippine people are our friends,‘and
they must be treated with consideration." In the same
instructions he also warned the troops to avoid smirching
the fair name of the Japanése army with untoward and
undisciplined acts.
On the\occasion of the departure of Marshall
\ierauchi, General Yamashifa met with President Laurel
~and at that time he made the following remaﬁks to Presi-

dent Laurel: that because of differences between Filipinos
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-and Japanese in religion, customs and speech and the -pres-

ence in the Philippines in his command of many young men,
undoubtedly there would arise incidents, but thot while
he himself would do what he couid to prevent them he
_Vexpected President Laurel to report to him without any

reticence incidents thet should come to his attention.

Q Were any reports made to General Yamashita by
President Laurel? o il £
P At a later date President Lau}él 1nrbrmed General

Yamashita that those things which tended to create un-
plcasantness betwecn the Philippihe population and the
Japanese were the methods cnployed by the military police.

Q Who was cormanding the military police at that time?
A Colonel Nagahanma.

Q What action was taken by General Yamashita?

A In addition to the instructions -- the general

instructions which I mentioned before -- I heard him tell

the commanding officer of the military police to be par-

ticularly cereful to conduct himself fairly with respect

to the Filipino people.

Q What was the function of the military police command

of the Japanese army? A

. COMM/ANDER BARTLETT: Will you read the question?

(Question read.)

A The Kempei-tail had two duties: that of maintaining

security, and administering police matters with respect

to military personnel.

@

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did General ¥amashita take any

" action then concerning this report from President Laurel _
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against Colonel Nagahama?

A The next time the colonel reported he warned him

of this complaint from President Laurel.

Q What was the natur; of that complaint?

A One point was that the spiles or agents employed by

Kempei-tai were not good and were frequently causing false
arrests or giving false 1nIormationjagd thereby incurring
the hatred of the population. ; ol o

: Another point was the great reticence of the military
police to believe any report or rumor that was brought to-
them by the population and request they be instructed to
exercisé’agre judgment in giving c:edence to these reports.
Q Were' any such instructions given by General Yamashita
to Colonel Nagahamg?

A When President Laurel spoke about this to General
Yamashita in a very general and rather nice way, wher?-
updn General Yamashita afterwards said to fie, "President
LaurelAhas got something to say about the military police.
Go and find out what is the matter.” And it was at that
time that these details were given to me, and I immediately
cautioned Colonel Nagahama to see that greater care was
exercised in this respect. |

Q Did President Laurel complain at any time after that
date?

A After that I heard on 6ne occasion that a judge

who was a very trusted friend of the President had been
arrested by the military police in Batangas, and also that
some relative of the President had been caight by the
military police. -,
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Q Was this reported by President Laurel? %

A That Ivheard directly from President Laurel.

Q Was any action taken then for the removal of Colonel
_Nagahama by General Yamashita?

A I informed General Yamashita of this complaint.

This was about the lst of December. And at the same time
told him that T vas making investigations, but in matters

of this kind an investigation to find out !h&t truly
héppened is extremely difficult and 5111 iéke a great deal
of time, and it is my recommendation that tegardless of the
results of the investigation we‘felieve Cdlonel Nagahama,

And therefofe stich a rccommendation was sent to Tokyo.

Q Why was a recommendation sent to Tokyo?

A At that time General Yamashita had no power to make

the change himself and it was necessary to send a recommenda-
tion to Tokyo to get the action desired.

Q Did General Y;mashita ever have the authority to
remove a military police commander?

A He never had it.

Q Was it necessary then for the recommendation to be

made to Tokyo in order to have Nagahama relieved?

A Yes.

Q  When was Nagahama relieved?

A 1st of February.

Q Dqoes it take that long for an officer whose relief

has been recommended by a commanding general to be relieved?
A Normally such a procedure would require about two
weeks, but this exchange of messages taqpk place through

Marshall Terauchi, and whether there was a misdirection of
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messages or a misplacing of the meséége around Saigon or
~ Tokyo I‘ do not know, but in this particular instance it
took a month and a half, l
Q Did General Yamashita at any time ever order the -
military police in the Philippine Islands to impose torture
methods to extract information?
A Absolutely there has been nothing of the kind -~ never‘.
Q Did you ever receive«an}; r"éports that such methods
were being used by the military police?
A | No.
Q- /D‘id General Yamashita ever order or authorize military
police to execute suspected guerrillas without trial?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: At this point the Commission will
interrupt ‘the examination.

Before we recess the Commission inquires whether it
is the plan of Defense to introduce another diagram similar
to the one you have there showing the c:)mmand setup at a
later date than 9 October '44%

COLONEL CLARKE: We have one in preparation, sir.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: It would be most helpful to the
Commis i on.

COLONEL CLARKE: Yes.,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will receés until
8:30 tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 1630 hours, 21 November 1945, the trial
was adjourned until 0830 hours, 22 November 1945.)

o
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PROCEERINGS
GENERAL REYNOLps: The Commission is in session.

You may‘procced. k
‘ MAJOR KERR: Sir, all the members of the Commission
afe present; the Accused and Defense Counsel are present,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Defense may continue.

AKIRA MUTO
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, hgﬁ;ng’héenf’
previously duly siorn, resumed the stand and further testi-
fied as follows through Interpreter Commander Bartlett,
assisted by MaJBr Pratt and Lieutenant Asano:
DIRECT'E;;MINATION (Continued)

COLONEL CLARKE: I believe that last evening there
was a question asked and no answer elicited.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The reporter will read back the
last six questions and answers so that we may recover the
continuity. _

(Questions and answers read)

(Pending question translated by Commander Bartlett)
A No.

Q' . (By Colonel Clarke) Did you ever receive any reports
of the milita:y police in the Philippines executing guer-
rillas without trial? ‘

A I have never received any. _

Q Was there in the middle of November, 1944 a guerrilla
plot to blow up General Yamashita's headquarters at Fort
McKinl;y?

A There was. s
Q Was dynamite discovered under the officers' mess at
that time? | |
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A It was in the basement of the officers' recreation
room that it was reported that dynamite was found.

Q ' wgré ndéhins-gun emplacements and short-wave trans-
mission sets found at or near Nielson Field at that time?
A There was, This was at a place between Nielsen

Field and Fort McKinley where a dugout had been made in
which was a machine gun, a short-wave radio set, and some

L 3

hand grenades, I believe this was early in December.-

Q Who uncovered this plot?
A I believe it was the military police force.
Q Was this plot discovored.ig_tine to prevent the

execution thereof?

A The dynamite in November was discovared‘bcfore it
was detonated, and from investigations resulting from that

the discovery of the machine gun, radio and hand grenades

resulted,

Q Were the guerrillas who had planned this plot appre-
hended?

A I believe they were not apprehended.,

Q After the discovery of this plot did General Yama-

shita send a letter of commendation to the Luzon Military

- Police Headquarters?

A He did, At that time in a bamboo grove at Pasig
discovery had been made of 100 stands of small arms to-
gether with ammunition, and other discoveries of guerrilla
munitions_hgd been made and it is, I believe, as a result
of these discoveries that a letter of commendation was sent
to the chief of the Luzon military police. : ¢

Q Was this the only lettef of commendation to the
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‘military police which was sent out by General Yamashita?
A No.
Q What otﬁcr letter did he senh?
COMMANDER BARTLETT: That last answer should have been
"There was no other",
‘COLONEL CLARKE: Oh,
Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did this letter refer to the
specific instances concerning which you have testified?
A I cannot remember the exact q.tnils of the manuscript.
Q Was this letter directed to the headquarters of the
Luzon military police or to the headquarters of the South
Manila military police, as testified to bx the witnesses
for the Prosecution?- ‘
A That was the Luzon military police command. There
was no occasion on which a.letter was sent to such a small
unit as'the South Manila M, P.'s. .
Q When the letter was written had you or General Yama-
shita had any information to the effect that the military
police were mistreatigi civilians or civilians suspected
of engaging in guerrilla activities?
A No. As I have said before, it was General Yamashita's
desire to attract the Ph114ppino population to our side.
Only that those guerrillas who were armed must be subdued
as quickly as possible, because by their going into villages
and stirring them up or demanding money from wealthy people .
in the villages they were stirring up the populacé and,
once they were eliminated; then ;t anticipated no further
trouble from the Philippine population.

7
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Q Was the South Manila police an element of the Luzon -

police command?

A ~ Yes,-
Q Did you ever meet General Ricarte?
At I have. i
Q Do you know 1f'Genera1 Yamashita had ever met General
Ricarte? ' ' :
A I do know. I believe that they met three tiﬁp?k‘
Q Were you present at these three meetings? g
A ~ The first two occasions, I accompanied him. on the

third occaaiqp, the Deputy Chief of Staff'éccompanied him,

and I did not. L e
Q 111 you tell us what those two occasions were?
A The first occasion was when, after Marshal Terauchi

had left, President Laurel invited the General to his place
to meet the members of the Cabinet, '

The second occasion was when Ricarte, Ramos and Duran
came to Fort MgKinley to advise General.Yamashita of their
formation of a patriotic Philippine association, with thé
object of cooperating with the Japanese(ﬁr Ve
Q "hat was the namg‘of that organiiﬁiion?

A - That is the Philippine Aikoku Remmei, which can be
translated as the Philippine Patriotic League.

Q What was the Tagalog name for that organization?

A | That is something which I have heard of since then.
When Ilfirst heard\about it, it was as I told you, but I
have §}nce heard that it is called "Makapili".

Q What was this Makapili organization? What}yas 1ts'

purpose?
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A As I understand it, and as it was reported to us,
since the Japanese Army was extremely short of labor and it
was 1mpossiblo for the Filipinos to cooperate with the Army -
in any other way, this assccigtioﬁ had for its object the
gathering together and supplying to the Japanese Army of
labor..
Q Was it an assassin organization? Ly
A That is an idea that could not bg found even by
' flying., In other words, it is an absﬁrd 1de;. It was
nothing of that kind, £
Q " Were these three persons whom you have named,and who
were present at tﬁ;‘meeting, pledging their utmost coopera~
tion with the Japanese Army in the forthcoming military

operations?
A They promised to cooperate by furnishing labor.
Q Did either you or General Yamashita tell General

Ricarte that an order had been issued to massacre all the
Philippine peopie?

A Absolutely not, General Ricarte was a ;plendid
soldier who loved the Philippines from the bottom of his
heart. According to my observation, he was a man who, ir
such an order had been given, would have opposed it. He
isAa'man who should be admired for his patriotism by both
his friends and his enemies,

Q And- in your opinion, had this 6rder been mentioned
to General Ricarte, would he have continued to work with
the Japanese forces? i

A He would absolutely have refused to cooperate,

Q What was the date of this meeting?
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A I believe the first meeting with President Laurel
was 19 November 1944, The second meeting was, I beiieve,
about 23 November, ' :

Q  You testified yesterday that General Yamashita, on.
or about the 6th of January of this year, was given limited
control over the thf - rathcr, over the Navy land troops,
in Manila, Was that by direction of Tokyo? :

Q What were those directions? ;
A This will be a little difficult to understand unless

you permit me to maKovsome preliminary explanation of the
situation, of the chain of conmf;E. As you probably knéw!
the chain of command in the Japanese Army and the Japanese
Navy are absolutely separate and pcfallel chains of command,
The Japanese Army was created prior to the junior service,
the Navy, and in arder to insure its independence there is
a hiséory of a very clear demgrcation of chain of command
from the very start between the two services,

| And more recently, there has been revealed a strong
tendency to jealously guard all of their rights and pre-
rogatives by both services. As a result, it has been im-
possible to do as is done in the American forces, for Wash-
ington to issue An‘order whereby Naval forces and Army
forces can be put together in a single chain of command,

On the other hand; there frequently octcurs situations
where the objective of operations is such that it is neces~-
sary for the two services4to be welded together for opera-
tional purposes. For instance, the situation which existed
here in Manila, : &

»
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THE WITNESS: (Through Cdmmander Bartlett in response
to interrogation) That last answer is satisfactory. £
A (Continuing) Thérefore, the Army portion of the Im-
, per1a1 Genera1‘ﬁeadquarters, and the Navy'section of the same
headquarters, cbﬁferred and determined what I am now going to
relate: that wherever Naval forces were stationed ashore,
where land operations, land battle, should develop, under
those circumstances those Naval fqrces should pass for opera-
tional .control under the command of the Army Commander also
stationed there., ’ '

This order or this plan is one whic%ﬂggd been announced
to be carried out at any place where the two forces should be
present and land operations develop. ’ -

Following this genéral policy, at each sector the
local commanders were expected to confer and determine the
details of execution.

I shall explain what I mean by saying "’operational '
control for land operations". The following functions,
which originated with the Navy, would remain with the Navy
even under these circumstances: that is, training, punish-
ment or discipline, personnel, and pay and supplies; and
the authority which goes to the Army is confined to opera-

tions pertaining to a battle, such as "Forward march", or

"withdraw" or "Halt".
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QK Did t;n naval commander in this area, the Manila
area, at the time of the orders tp evacuate uanila; recog-
nize the Army commander as its commander, in that particu-
lar instance? ' ‘
A » They did,
Q  Did the Navy command at that time regard the troops
as engaged in naval operations in the de;%roying of docks,
-or.ag troops which should be attached to the Army?.

MAJOR KERQ: The question is objected to; there is
no foundation laid for an answer fo that question.

GENERAL REYNOiDS: Will the reporte; please read the

question?

(Question read.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The question is considered objec-
tionable and the objection is sustained.

Q (By Colonel Clarke) Did the naval command, or the
naval troops recognize the naval command, rather than the
Army at that particular time?

MAJOR KERR: He has already testified to that point,
The.Prosecution does not mean to be technical, but I do
submit that counsel is again seeking to lead this witness

_Just as he did &esterday. I would respectfully suggest
he ask the questions as to what this witness knows.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of the Prosecution
are quite in order. There is no objection of the Commission .
to hearing an opinion of this witness, although from his
prior testimony it is unlikely that he was in a position to

know much}abbut the subject, But it should be clearly
established as an opinion and an opinion only.
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COLONEL CLARKE: Yes, sir.
Q - (By 601on§1 Clarke) Are there any other faeté-porti-
nent to the case which you ma& be able to éivs the Court to
aid in the determination of the issue?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Do you mean regarding the whole
case? _

COLONEL CLARKE: Anything that he might know of that
has not been mentioned.
' THE WITNESS: I have tried to answer all questions
directed to me starting yesterday, to the best of my

ability, and I can think of only one more thing that I
/—

would like to say.

To me the idea of General Yamashita's being indicted
as a war criminal is something the likes of which I have
never seen in a dream. I was absolutely astounded when I
learned about it, .

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts. The
statements of the witness are not pertinent to the issue.
If you wish to have him testify now as to the character of
the Accused such a statement would be in order.

COLONEL CLARKE: As to what, sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: If you wish to have this witness
testify as to the character of the Accused, all right,
but such a statement as he has just made would not be in
order. That statement, standing by itself, his answer, is
neither relevant nor material to the issue involved.

COLONEL CLARKE: We areynot calling General Muto as
a character witness.

Does the Court object to ahy other testimony of the'

~
/
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‘witness? _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: His statement that he was amazed
that General Yamashita should be charged as a war criminal
wili be stricken from the record.

‘ COLONEL CLARKE: You mayAcrosa examine,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes,

(Short recess,) gy

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed;

: CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Pace) Do you understand any English?
(Without aid of the Interpreter) No. |
When were you military attache in Berlin?
(Through the Interpreter) I have never been such.
_Have you ever been in Berlin?
Yes,

In what capacity?

> O B> O B> O B O

I went to study history, to study the history of
the First World War.

Q When did you go to China?

A I went to China twice. I was in Manchuria in 1936,
returned to Japan, went back in the latter part of 1936
to Centrai China and stayed there until October of 1939.
Q In what capacity aid you go to Manchuria?

A I wou}d like to correct that secbnd trip from 1937
to 1939 instead of 1936, I was on the staff of the
Kwantung Army in Manchuria. I was in Central China; I G
was on the Central China Expeditionary Force staff, 1In
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North China I was deputy chief-of-staff of the North China
Expeditionary Force. ' '
Q  Was the Kwantung Army headquarters staff composed of
the leading nationalistic niiitariqts in Japan?
COMMANDER BARTLEIT: Will you read that question?
(Quesfion read,) '

A Nothing of that kind,

Q (By Captain Pace) Was that the Army which conquered
Manchuria?

A ' That happened about 1931.

Q What Wwas your assignment in 19397

A As I said bero:e:/;htil October, I was deputy chief-
of-staff in the North China Expeditionary Army, and then

I became chief of the Military Affairs Section of head-
quarters in Tokyo. ‘

Q Was that a part of the War Ministry?

A It is one of the offices or buresus in the War
Ministry.

Q How long were you in the War Ministry?

A I was there until July of 1942.
Q Did you assist in the preparations of the plans for
the Japanese attack upon the United States possessions in
the Pacific?

A Those plans are not made by the War Ministry, but
are made by the general staff.

Q | Did you know anything about those plans?

A I had no knowledge excepting what I was able to
guess. T
' Q  Did you know that they were going to attack Hawaii
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in December of 19417
A I aid not kmow that,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission .interrupts, While
- this is ‘most interesting history, we wish to know whther
this is leading to something which is material to tha}
issues for which we are assembled.

CAPTAIN PACE: It was purely for the purpose of
bringing this witness' background out, sir, asvbeiné‘one
of the leading members of the iilitary elements in Japan
which brought on this war,

COLONEi CLARKE:" qgngbjoot to that last statement as
made by the Prosecution. There is no evidence, there is
nothing upon which he can base his knoﬁledge in this court
as to that,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission has no objection
to the asking of sufficient questions to identify the
witness' background and past experience, but does have
objections to the introduction of extraneous matters, even
when they constitute interesting history.

You may proceed and be guided accordingly.

. COLONEL CLARKE: May that remark of counsel's be
stricken from the record, sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you read the last remark by
counsel for the Prosecution?

(Record read.)

_* GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission does not see why
it prejudices the Accused in any way, The answer will be
permitted to remain in the record. %

Q (By Captain Pace) Did you participate in the Young
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Officers Revolt in February of 1936?

A - No, :

Q Is General Yamashita a close friend of yours?

A  He was my intimate and my superior officer, I do
not know how you regard such things in America, but in
Japan we do not callv people of low rank and high rank
1ntﬁnaté friends, but I knew him well,
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Q  Were you familiar with Yamashita's campaign which

resulted in the capture of Singapore?

A I was not familiar with the details.

Q ; Have &ou heard of the protesta'feing made concerning
the mistreatment of civilians théfe? |

-

A I have not heard any such. ‘ .
Q Even when you were in the War Ministry you;didn't
hear any reports of that sort? ; o &
A o, .
Q- Did you have any trouble with guerrillas in Manchuria
and North-China?
A I did have trouble with them in Manchuria and North
China.
Q- How did you handle the situation there?
A The Manchurian bandits werc mostly members of armed
bands and with Communist tqndencies, and we mopped them up.
Q What did you do to the peoplé who gave them food and
money? ‘
A Those people were very numerous and were all contacted
by the higher-ups and we were unable to get our hands
onto them.
Q What would you have done to them if you had caight
them?

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission interrupts. That
question is considered objectionable and wé ask that it be
withdrawn.

Q (By Captain Pace) Why was Yamashita selected to com-
-

mand the defense of the Philippines? )

A - I don't know.

-
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Q  Did you become his chief of staff because he request-
ed that you be sent to him? : &
y I heard from Generel Yamashita th&t that was not the

case.
‘ Q_ How many staff officers did he have?

A Including myself there were 15.

Q Do you regard them as being ca able officers?

A No. The quality of Japanese staff officers had
deteriorated'step by step and there were points'abouﬁiwﬁich
I was dissatisfied. PRI O

Q Pid Yamashita ever try to get any of them replaced?

A General ¥amashita himself did not take any such steps.
As chief of staff I did request the replacement of a portion
of the staff, |

Q Which ones?

A Immediately after the fall of Leyte the ch;ef of staff
of the First Division died. I had replaced the chief of
'staff of the First Division and of the 35th Army, and also -
replaced the communication of ficer of the 14th Area Army.

Q Did you have authority to replace these officers?
A No.
Q .Did you receive daily operations reports from your

sugordipate commanders who were in combat?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts. Before
you leave the question of staff of General Yamashita will
you inquire whether he had an Inspector-General, and, if so,
his duties.

" CAPTAIN PACE: I didn't understand all of that, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you inquire whethé:QGeneral>
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Yamashita was provided with an Inspector-General, and, if

so, what were his duties?
CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir,

Q"- (By Captain Pace) Did Yamashita have an Inspector-
General on his staff? %

A. No.

Q Did he have anyone who performed the work of an
Inspector-General? -
A No.

Q Whaf staff officers performed inspections for
Yemashita? y B o
A Either the commanding officer himself would make
inspections or give orders to his chief of staff or other
staff officer to make inspections.
Q Did Yokoyama report to you when the Americans reached
the Pasig River?
A I received not only that report, that the Americans
had arrived at the Pasig River on the 3rd of February,
but that on the 4th of February they had arrived in the
~ vicinity of Nichols Field and it appeared as if the navy
forces would be wiped out,
Q Who issued the orders --

COMMANDER BARTLETT: "Would be surrounded" instead of
“"wiped out," i
Q (By Ceqp tain Pace) Who issued the orders for the
navy trg§ps to hold the Pasig River?
A I believe that it had to be Admiral Iwabuchi.
Q Was that a naval operation? 2
A Admiral Iwabuchi was in command of the combined army
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and navy forces within the\01ty of Manila.
Q Was the defense of southern Manila against the
American attacks from the north and the south a naval

operation?

A That was Admiral Iwabuchi's miaéion.

Q Was that'a naval operation?

A It was a method of defending a naval base. §
Q Was it a naval operation? - o
A It was a combined naval and army operatioh. ;

Q What were the naval elements of it?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Speaking of "elémenta", do you
mean "elements of troops"’s; "elements of the situation"?
CAPTAIN PACE: I will withdraw the question. '

Q (By Captain Pace) What portion of that operation was
naval?

A It is impossible to divide and create a clear line
\of division between the naval operation of defending the ?
port and Bay of Manila énd the land operation brdbf§nding
the land portion of Manila. The two cannot be clearly
divided.

Q What was the defense of the Philippine General Hos~-
piéal?

A Where is the Philippine General Hospital?

Q Was the defense of southern Manila street by street
a naval operation?- '
| It is an operation carried out by naval forces.
" Who commanded those forces?

Admiral Iwabuchi. RS

Who commanded Iwabuchi when theéy were fighting street

O P O >
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: by street in southern Manila?

A I{ieutenant' General Yokoyama,
Q Who commanded Yokoyama?.

A General Yamashita. -

Q.  Did General Yamashita tell Yokoyama to have those
troops cease their fighting street by street? .

A Yes. :
‘Q  Was the order obeyed? R
A Without being obeyed the entire Iwabuchi unit was
wiped out,

Q' When diq/_ceneral Yamashita issue that order?

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commissgion interrupts. Let's
go back over the last queltion and the last answer., I
doubt if the witness understood the question. At any rate,
his answer does not seem to fit.

Will you read- the last question and answér, please? !

(The last two questions and answers were ;ead.)

COMMANDER BARTLETT: May I insert the word "its".
'"Without its being obeyed."

GENFRA. REYNOIDS: Well, what we wish to know is
whéther it was disobeyed.

‘ COMMANDER BARTLETT: The answer could be paraphrased,
"It was not obeyed before the Iwabuchi unit was entirely
wiped out." :

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Let's try to establish the point
by simple direct answers and simple direct questions. ‘
This is quite important.

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir,

%

Q (By Captain Pace) When was this order issued?
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A The order not to engage in street fighting had beén

revealed to the commander of the Shimbu group towards the
end of December, The fact that General Yamashita did not
desire anyf:treet fighting in Haniia had been explained

to the naval forces and they nhould have made preparations
in accordance with those desires. Admiral Iwabuchi came
under General Yokoyama's command on 6 January; and both
General Yokoyama and Admiral Iwabuchi were well aware of
the necessity for withdrawing from Hanil;. Og the 9th of
" January Admiral Iwabuchi had withdrawn to Fort McKinley and
again returned to Manila. At that fime General Yamashita
sent an urgent ordér to General Yokoyama asking, '"Why is
all this delay? Hurry up and get those trooﬁa out of the
City!"

Q Was the order obeyed?

A I know that Admiral Iwabuchi received the order, but
the troops were wiped out without being withdrawn from the
City. |
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Well, we still have no ;nswer
to the question as to whether or not the order was obeyed,
and we insist upon having that answer. i
(Translated to the witness by Commander Bartlett.)
THE WITNESS: (Through Commander Bartlett) It was
not obeyed.
Q (By Captain Pace) How long did the battle for Manila -P.g
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before you go on, explore the : =
point further and.rihd out what action was taken, if any,
to prevent this mutinous act or chain of mutinous acta; and
find out whether such things were part-of the standards of
the Japanese army and navy.

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir,

Q (By Captain Pace) When did the battle for Manila
begin?

A The 3rd of February, I believe; yes; it was the 3rd

of February.

Q When did it end?
A I do not know.
Q Vhen was the last report you got concerning the fight-

ing in Manila? -
A At the end of February, I believe.
Q During that entire time, will you state exactly what

Yamashita did to determine the reason for his order being

ignored?

A It was impossible to investigate at that time, and

the only investigaq;on that ha; been made has been made by S
talking with General Yokoyama and the naval officeérs at New
Bilibid Prison.
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Q Was it the practice in the Japanese army to let
subordinate commanders ignore a direct order for a period
of three weeks?
A No.
CAPTAIN PACE: 1Is that sufficient, sirf
GENTRAL REYNOLDS: Well, we still don't know what
action; if any, ias taken. We know the order was issued,
we know it was disobeyed, we have heard the witness staté
something about poor communications and that no investiga-
tion was made. ' We would like a sharp, clear-cut answer to
the question, "What did General Yamashita do about it?"
CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir. =~
Q (By Captain Pace) What did Yamashita do about his
subordinate commanders willfully ignoring his order?
A Whether or not the order had been disobeyed, it was
too early to find out. General Yamashita was in Baguio,
The ordef had been issued. We knew that those forces were
surrounded by American forces, And that attempts were being
made to extricate them, but whether or not the order had
been carried out we never found out.
Q What did Yamashita -- ‘
~ CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Sir, we object to the last question
of the Prosecution,'iﬁsofar as its phraseology is concerned.
The Prosecution has asked, "What did General Yamashitgaco
as to the willfully disobeying of his order?" The witness
has not testified that there was any "willful disobedience"
in the order. ) He simply stated that the order was never
fully complied with or was rever fulfilled, and the previous®

testimony was that from January 3 on the navél'forces were
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cut off, Any 1nf§rence that there was any willful disobedience

of the order is improper.

. GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments ét Counsel are noted
and, in part, are agreed to. They iro immaterial. The

objection 1s not sustained.

. Proceed. N
COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you read that last‘answer,
please? : ' : .

(Answer read) ‘

COMMANDER BARTLETT: May I insert "by General
Yokoyama" after the words "to extricate them"?

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Prosecution will now explore
the witness as to the date on which the Japanése forces
were cut off and could not cémpleto their extrication.

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir. The Commission has in mind
" when the Americans had them surrounded to such an extoht
they couldn't get out,‘sir?

GENERAL RﬁYNOLDS: The witness stated that Americans
had cut off this Manila force, and we want to know when
tpis witness believed such a situatioh existed. It is very
material.

Q (By Captain Pace) At that time, did it become im-
possible for the Japanese forces to withdraw from Manila?
A (Through Commander Bartlett) That is something that

&
we who were in Baguio gould not tell.

*q Can you give an estimate?
A I could not even guess at that time. i
Q I will ask you again: Durihg the period that the

fighting was going on in Manila, what did General Yamashita

@
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do to attempt to get his order complied with?

A ' He gave urgent orders to General Yokoyama.
Q Did he send anyone to Yokoyama's -headquarters?
A . At that time, ground communications between Baguio

and Manila were broken, and it was impossible to do so.

Q When was this urgent message sent to Yokoyama?
A About the 13th, : L5
Q What did Yamashita do between the 3rd and the 13th,

abou§ these troops failing to obey the orders?
A On thg 9th, General Yamashita heard that Admiral
Iwabuchi had withdrawn to Fort McKinley, and was relieved
;n his mind. ‘Then upon learning that Admiral Iwabuchi had
returned to Manila, he said, "This will never do," and that
was the reason that he sent the urgent message to General
Yokoyama. ‘
Q What did Yamashita do between the 3rd and the 9th, _
while the fighting was going on? . :
A Because of long-standing orders given to the Shimbu
Qroup, he assumed that his orders were being carried out.
Q Didn't you get daily battle reports from Yokoyama?
A~ I received daily reports, principally concerned with
the progress made on the north and the south by the American
troops; but with respect to details of occurrences within
the city proper, I received no reports whatever,
Q ‘ Didn*'t tho;e reports show that the American battleline
had slowed down considerably? '

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That is a negative queifion. To
avoid confusion, rephrase it. -
Q (By Captain Pace) Did it appear that the American

e
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progress had been slowed as soon as they reached the Pasig
River?

A I never received any such small -- using the English
word; "delicate" -- details in my reports. |

Q Did you ask Yokoyama for more details in his reports?
A I did not. The reason for that is that the power,

the efficiency of Japanese radio equipment was ﬁpﬂlow that
American soldiers would scarcely believe the laé; of
efficiency that existed, and the Shimbu Group was exerting
the utmost 1imit of possibility in getting signals through
to us as it was. _—

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes,

(Short recess)

3067



; ‘ 0
: GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
You may proceed, :
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Before the examination continues
may we address a question to the Interpreter?
~ GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes,

_ CAPTAIN SANDBERG: The Japanese word for J
"obey," is that the same word as the word for "fulfill,"
or "carry to completion"? RO :

COMMANDER BARfLETT: The word which I used with the
witgggépcén be translated either as “obey" or execute,"
so that the answer should be interpreted in either way,
according to what the witnes;/;;emod to understand from
the question. ‘

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.

Q (By Captain Pace) Do you consider the fall of the
greatest harbor in the Philippines a minor detail?

A I do not so think,

Q Will you look at Prosecution's Exhibit 396 and
tell what that is?

A This is a chart or a listing of all the units in
the 14th Army group as of the first period, the first
ten days of October.

Q Now, wili you describe the changes that occurred

in Luzon as of January 1lst?

A That is the lst-of January?

Q Yes.

A Th; changes are not on this chart.

Q What changes were made? 3

A On the 1st of January the 4th Air Army came under
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the command of General Yamashita's 14th Army group.— I
believe that Air Force and Navy units are not shown in
this chart, o _

Q  VWhat were the major defense areas in Luzon on
' January 1, 19457 K
A Ido not und;rstand your question,
Q . Who were the major commanders under Yamaahitalin
Luzon on that date? g
A Lieutenant General Yokoyama,
Q Excuse me, What was the area of his command?
A Becoming comﬁﬁnder of the Shimbu group his territory
extended north of Manila, I d;’;ot know the number of
kilometers, but if you know where the swamp area is, the
line was there and extended south to the rest of Luzon.
Q What other major commanders were there in Luzon?
A Starting at the north the commander of the 103rd
Division was Lieutenant Gone:al Muroka.
Q Other. than the Shimbu unit commanded by General

Yokoyama, were there no other armies under General

[

Yamashita?

A This is in Luzon?

Q Y;s. |

A Thera was. |

Q What other armies were there?

A The 4th Air Army, -

Q What area did it have?

A The headquarters was in Manila and one division was
at Clark Field and one division at Visayas. -9
Q Was the southern boundary the swamp line north of
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Manila?

A No, they did not have any exclusive territory, but
were'dispcrsed; thoy were dispersed in various places for
. the purpose of operating aircraft. :

Q Were there any other armies in Luzon?

A There was a naval command. : _
Q Were there any armies or army groups 1n.Luzon other
than the 4th Air Army and the Shimbu Shudan? . .0
A There wefo divisions,

Q  Each division commander was directly responsible to

L3

General Yamashita?

A The rest of the dizi;ion commanders were directly
responsible to General Yamashita.

Q How many divisions were in Luzon north of the swamp
line north of Manila?

A Five divisions and one mixed brigade.

Q Give the commanders of each of‘thoso divisions,
please.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts and
feels that this may be unnecessary detail, Is there some
purpose in asking the questions?

CAP¢AIN“;ACE: \;t is true, sir, that in connection
with this trial it is\not a major question. It is in-
formation which we desire. :

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Let us proceed without it,

. CAPTAIN PACE: I will withdraw the question, sir.

Q (By Captain Pace) Who was in command at Batan
Island? e
A Lieutenant General Tajima was‘in command of the Batan
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Island,
' What unit did he command there?
 An independent ‘mixed brigade, No. 61.

Wup was in cpnmand of Batangas Province?

Lieutenant General Yokoyama.

Who was in command at Cebu?

Lieutenant General fukuo.

What unit did he command? A e X

The 102nd Division. |
'Who commanded Mindanao? :

Mindandb; there were two divisional commanders, of
whom one was Lieutenant General Harada. I fail to recall
the other divisional commander's name at the present time.
Q What divisions were they?

A The 30th Division and the 100th Division. .
Q Who commanded the area around Baguio?
A The commander of the 23rd Division, whose name will

> O > O > O P O >

not come to my mouth at the prcs‘nt time.(~

Is he one of Yamashita's commanders?

Yes.,

Who commanded Mountain Province?

The 19th Division.

Wero‘ﬁll these commanders and units whom you have

O P> O p O

mentioned under the command of Yamashita?
A Yes. 3
Q During the entire time from October 9, 1944, until
the Eapaneso surrendered?
COLONEL CLARKE: If the Court please, befor@ this

‘ question is answered, may we rcquest'the Prosecution
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determine the dates when these commands were all under

General Yamashita? -

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission questions whether
this information is relevant and material to the reason
for. which we are assembled. The last question seemed
quite relevant. The questions before that were question-
able. What is the purpose for asking these questions?'

CAPTAIN PACE: The purpose, sir, was to establishg a5
that troops preéent where atrocities were committéd‘weré:
under the command of General Yamashita at the time the |
atrocities were sypposed to have been committe&.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The-Téfense's statement, then,
is ouite in order, and you should establish the dates wﬁen
these commanders were involved.

CAPTAIN PACE: I believe thé last question asked was:
if during the entire time of Yamashita's command, if
these units were under him, | _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Let's read back that question
and that answer.

(Question and answer read.)

A There are those which came under his cbmmand im-
mediatély in October, and others which came in at various
other times.,

Q (By Captain Pace) Was Yokoyama in command of
Batangas and Luzon during the months of January; Fébruary,
and March, of 1945?

A Aftér General Yokoyama became commander of the
Shimbu group he took over the eastern sector, the sector

east of Manila, and left part of his command, or a
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. subordinate command, in charge at_Batangas.

Q Were the troops in Batangas and Laguna Provinces
during the montha of January, February, and March, 1945,
under the command of Yamashita? :

A Th;y were in Geﬁo:al Yamashita's command passing
through General Yokoyama, ‘

Q  Were the troops in Cavite Province under Yamashita
during the months of October, November, and Decembers, 19447
A I do not remember that there were any fréops thoro,
but if there were any Army troops there they were under
General Yamashita. '

Q Were the troops in-Tebu under General Yamashita
during the months of October, Noicnbor,~or 1944, aﬁd March
of 19457

A Will you repeat that, please?

Q The troops in Cebu, were they under Yamashita in

" October and November of 1944, and March of 19457

A They were through the command passing through the
 headquarters of the 35th Army.

Q When did Terauchi leave Manila?

A I remember it as the 17th of November of last year.
Q~ Where did he go?

A To Saigon.

Q Where is that?

A That is in French-Indo-China.

Q ‘Who took over the handling of civil affairs in the
Philippines  after he left? :
A General Yamashita took over as successor tooMarshal
Terauchi. General Yamashita took it over and administered
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it fogether with Ambassador Murata.

Q Was Pmbassador Mﬁrata under Yannéhita?

A No, they held parallel positions.

Q '+ What was the difference in their duties?

A General Yamashita- was to cooperate with the

President in maintaining order in the Philippines.
Ambassador Murata, on the other hand, was receiVing in-
structions from the Greater East Asia Bureau or €he
Japanese Government, and was to cooperate with the
President in all other matters as an ambassador.

Q pid you testi{z’yesterday that General Yamashita was
anxious that the prisoners of wer in the Philippines be

_ treated with kindness?

-

A I did.

Q How many times did he tell you that? '

A I shared an of fice with General Yamashita and hee;d
him say that several times.

Q As chief-of-staff what did you do to carry out his
desires?

A I considered that the principal deficiency in the

handling of prisoners was insufficiency of food and I
frequently exerted considerable effort toward ameliorating

this condition.

Q As chief-of-staff did you do anything in an attempt

to find out what the conditions in the prisoner of war

camps were?

-

A I received reports from the commanders of the prisqn
)
camps.
- ! \
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Q - Did you ever make any inspections to see if the
commanders were reporting correctly? /

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Sir, the witness testified on this
point 'yesterdaf. There doesn't seem to be any point to
repetition.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained. .
You may proceed. o

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you read the question,
please.? |
Q (Bjr Captain Pace) Did you ever direct any of your
staff officers to make the inspeetion?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission 1nterrupta. The
| question that the witness is to answer ris the preceding
question.

CAPTAIN PACE: Oh, I am sorry, sir, I thought the
objection was sustained. '

(Question read)

A (Through Commander Bartlett) No, I did not make
_such inspections, After the landing of American troops
on Leyte I had to re{y entirely upon reports from Commanders

in various areas because I was extremely busy. I was so

busy that it was impossible for me to make any inspections.

.Q (By Captain Pace) Did you have any of your staff
of!‘icefs make inspections?

A The staff office; in charge of the line of communi-
cations used to visit those camps . -

Q  What did he report to you? I will withdraw that
question, 2

He was the commander of the prisoner-of -war camps,

o ' 3075

A


http:witne.ss

7/

wasn't he?

A He was a staff officer from the line ‘of communications
but not the commander of the prisoner-of-war camps.

Q@ What was.his name?

A Ishikawa, Saburo, He was a Lieutenant Colonel.
Q Did he have that position from October 9th until the
end of February 1945?
A He was the staff officer in charge of prisoner-of-
var -affairs, |
Q What did he réport to you as a result of his inspec-
tions? ’

e
A The same things that were reported to me by Lieutenant
General Ko. |
Q What was that?
A That affairs in prisoner-of-war and internment camps

were more or less normal with the exception of a shortage

of food.

Q That is the only thing he reported; is that right?
A No. There was no other report.
Q Did you investigate just exactly how much food the

prisoners were getting? 4

A Since Lieutenant Colonel Ishikawa was also in charge

of supplies or rations he was familiar with the entire

situation.

Q Did they report to you that prisoners of war were
starving to death? n: '

A I never heard anything like that.

Q If they did starve to death would those two officers

be the ones responsiblé for it?
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A _If there were any who died from lack of food it is
my opinion that the Japanese troops were sﬁffering at the
same time; that this waé a general condition and one about
which no one could have ‘taken any steps.

Q Did any Japanese troops die of starvation while Yama-

- shita was in.command here?

- A I heard there were some cases at the time of the

battle of Manila, but since then I have heard that there

were countless numbers who died of starvation.

Q How about during the months of January, February and
March 19457 e

A There were such occurrences.

Q How many?

A I cannot give you an accurate number.,

Q Do you think the rate of deaths in your Army from

starvation was about the same as that in prisoner-of-war
camps ?

A I have the opinion that the rate was higher in the
Japanese Army. Among the troops in Manila, although the
ration was 400 grams, that much was not available and it
was a very common practice for troops to go out and dig
grass and eat it, and as a result many were hospitalized.

And when orders came from General Yamashita to evacuate

" the hospitals from the city the large number of those

suffering as a result of eating érass and other such

things was very emhafrassing. '

Q Did the Tokyo government ask you to investigate

the atroeities which the United States had protestgd about?
I will withdraw that,-
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Did you know that the American government had pro-
tested the treatment recéived by Americen prisoners of war
in the Philippines?
A v I had not heard of that once.
Q Did.you hear the statements made by the prisoners of

war who escaped from the Philippines?

A I heard about it reading the newspaper at New, Bilibid.
Q That is the first you heard of it? - - ?

A Yes. |

Q Was General Ko responsible for the torture that the

prisoners Jf war receizgg who hgve testified in this case?
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: If the Commission please, we would

like to object at this time to questibns by the Prosecution
relative to reéponsibility as asking the witness for a legal
conclusion. Under the theory of the Prosecution's case here
everyone in the Japanese Army, from the lowest private to.the
highest commander and up to and including the Emperor, is
responsible for any crimes which may have been proved here.
And to ask the witness to testify as to that legal conclusion
is obviously outside his competence.

~ GENERAL REYNOIDS: The objection is not sustained.
Proceed.
A (Through Commander Bartlett) “ince there are precise
rules and regulations for the handling of prisoners, if --
I say again "if" -- such regulations were ignored and such
occurrences did actually take blace, then the real b;ame
res;s upon the subordinates who perpetrated the acts, al-

.S
though a certain amount of administrative responsibility

e: s
would rest on General Ko.
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. ; /_Q'
Q (By Captﬁin Pace) You relied on General Ko to run

the prisoner-of -war camps, didn't ybn?
A Yes. ' '
Q " You relied on his reports as to what was going on in
those ﬁrisoner-ofawar'camps, didn't you?‘ '
A ~ Yes. ;
Q Then if those reports did not give you a true picture s
he was guilty of a dereliction of duty, wasn't he? . :
A He must accept résponsibility aé\hnving failed in his
duty. : :
Q Where was Ko's'office? . In the Far Eastern University
Building? s
A It was in Manila but I do not know where it was,

There is one thing more I would like to say with
respect to what I have just said, I would like to have you
repeat the question concerning General Ko's responsibility.
(Whereupon the question referred to was read by the
reporter as follows:
"Q Was General Ko responsible for the torture that
the prisoners of war received who have testified in this case?")
GENERAL REYNOLDS: I do not think that is the ques=-
tion to which the witness refers, I believe the question he
has in mind 1s that which refers to "dereliction of duty",
(Whereupon the question referred to was read by the
reporter as foilows: % '
"Q Then if those reports did not give you a true pic-
ture he was éuilty of a dereliction of duty, wasn't he?")
» GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you ascertain whether that

is the questionAthat the witness has in mind?
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(Inquiry of witness made by Commander Bartlett.)

THE WITNESS (Through Commander Bartlett): That is
the question, I now understand the queiticn. v

If =« and I :epeat "if" -- General Ko had given me
‘false reports, that is, reports which contain untrue state-
ments, then he would become liable to major administrative
punishment such as relief from duty or forced.resignation.
Q (By Captain Pace) Did you believe these witnesses’
who testified that they had been mistreated?
‘ GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts and
thinks the question is out of order. :

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir.

Q (By Captain Pace) 1If people were tortured in the
prisoner-of-war camps and his reports failed to show that,
was he guilty of a dereliction of duty?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts.

We ‘are about to recess until 8:30 tomorrow morning.
We ask the Prosecution to go thoroughly into their plan and
need for further cross examination so that we may release
this witness and proceed to other matters as soon as it is
proper to do so.

We will recess until 8:30 tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 11:30 hours, 22 November 1945, the
trial was adjourned until 0830 hours, 23 November 1945,)

-
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