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GENERAL REYNOLDS, The Commission · is in session. 

The first order or business will be consideration 
. . 

of certain docUJflents which ·were ·presented yesterday and on 

· which decision was w1 thheld 'untif·this.. mo ning to provide. . . 

opportunity for the Commiss·1on arid the Detens~. to lyze 

and study them. 

MAJOR KERRs Sir, may I state for the record at 

this time that all the members ot the CoJDmiss1on are pres nt 

and that the Accused and Detens Counsel ar pres·ent . 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very ·well. 

The Commission does not hav the exhibit ·numb rs 1n 

all cases under which they w re off rd and desire to tak 

them up in proper sequence . The Prosecution will inform 

the Commission of the numbering . 

The Commission will first take up Prosecution Exhibits 
-

342 and 344. 342 appears to be a emorandum tor All Muni-

cipal Mayors and Chiefs of Police, Province or B tangas, 
'--

dated April 2, 1945 and signed by Fortunato Borbon, Colonel, 
I 

A.G.D., Ph.ilippine Army, . Provincial Governor . 

First the Comm.ission notes that the document is not 

certified as a true copy; that is to say, it is not signed. 

The Commission wishes to inquire whether Prosecution has a 

signetl copy. 

MAJOR KERR1 As I recall it~ sir, that wa~ identified 

by the witness as being a true copy. If in checking the 

record we find that the record did not identify it as a 

true copy, then we should like to have leave to substitute 

a duly certified copy of it. But I believe that the record 
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will show that the witness .on the stand identified lt. 

GENERAL REYNOLDSs Under the assumption that the wit

ness has so testified on the stand, this memorandum is · · 

_ accepted by the Commission tor such propative ~alue as may 

be -attached to · it. 

(Prosecution Exhibit No~ 342 . 
·· -tor identification ··was rece1ved 

1·n evidence.) 

GENERAL REYNOIDBs The Commission will consider next 

Prosecution's Exhibit No·. 344, which is a consolidated !' port, 

by municipalities, on deaths which were alleged to have been 

caused by the Japanese in Batangas, totaling 25?09. 

The Commission notes with respect to thi s exhibit 

that it, too, bears no signature. 

MAJOR KERR: The record will show, I am sur , that 

that was identified when the provincial secretary of Batangas 

was on the stand yesterday. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS& The Defense will be he rd with 

reference to this last exhibit. 

CAPTAIN REELs Sir, may the Defense be heard with 
. 

reference to 343 as well as 344? I believe they were put 

in together as related exhibits. We might save -son.a time 

in that way. 

GENERAL REYNOLDSs Very well. 

CAPTAIN REEL: First of all, sir, 343 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Let me interrupt. We can save · 

time. 

With r~spect to Prosecution Exhibit 343 the Commis

sion gffirms its authority to receive and consider official 

reports prepared by officials of the Commonwealth of the 
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Philippines. In the case -of the official document under 

c·onsideration the Commission declines to accept .it in view 

of its large content . of .extraneous and irrelevant material· 

and its lack of probative value •. 
•. 

Now you inay proce~d with yo\11' ffiscussion of 344. 
' CAPTAIN REELs As I -understand 1t; sir, that applies 

to 343 in its entirety? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS1 · 343 1n ~ts entirety. 

CAPTAIN REEL1 Then we shall consider 344 .• e have 

no obj"ection to 342. 

In Exhibit 344 we have two obj.actions t o the :xhibit 

which we shall put in the form of requests to cur it . 

1. In the title we ask that the words "caused by 

Japanese atrocities·" be stricken. That is in line with 

the Commission's previous ruling on the very docum nts fro 

which this one is apparently made up. 

2 . Also we wish to point out that the itness who 

testified showed by his testimony that there is no basis 

fpr that statement in any report of his . 
I

GENERAL REYNOLDSs The Commission notes that the 

consolidated report signed br Jose Calingasan, dated 

14 November 1945, is ·different in form in certi.fication 

than other similar documents submitted by ~he Prosecution. 

The Commission directs that the Prosecution establish the 

inclusive dates of the period within which the deaths are 

alleged to have occurred. 

The words "caused by Japanese atrocities" are 
. . 
stricken. 

Subject to receipt of additional information which 
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• 
the Pros·ecution has been dil"ected to supp~y, the document 

is accepted by -the Commission tor such probative ~alue, · 

if any, that it shall be held to pos,~ss. 

CAPTA~N -REELs . May I point out one .turther matt~r 

that we wish to br~ng to the Commission's ·atten~lon --in . . 

connecti~r. ~-;1th Exhibit 344; · 

The towns of Bauan, CUenca, Lipa ~d Taal, or. I 

sho' ld say the municipalities, show figures there hioh 
I 

are quite obviously round-number .figlll" es not basod on any 
. 

exact counts 800 , 1000,18,000, 4,000 . We wish t o point 

out those figures to the Commission so that they may bear 

in mind in ascertaining the probative value of this docu

ment just what is the situation . 

GENERAL REYNOLDS a The Commission notes th comments 

of counsel. 
I 

The Commiss ion will next announce its ruling on 

Prosecution Exhibit 339, which is an official r epor t datod 

5 A!)ril 1945 and signed by Charles H. Fletcher, ajor , 

JAGD, Investigating Officer.'- The Commission notes that · 

the document under consideration r efers throughout to 

statements of witnesses, which statements are not incor-

porat~d in the document itself. While the Commission 

affirms its right to r eceive and consider official r eports, 

this document is r e jecte~ by ·the Commission. 

We next consider the Prosecution's Exhibit No. 340, 

which is an official report dated 9 April 1945, which is 

signed by c. M. Ollivetti, Colonel, JAGD, Staff Judge . . 

Advocate, United States Army Forces in the Far East. 

The Commission notes that the document under con-
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· sideration refers throughout to statements or witnes·ses, 

which ~tatements are not i ncorporated in the docume~t it-

self. While the Commission affirms its right· to receive 

and -~nside~ official reports, this document is rejected 

·py .the Commission. 

The Commission will next consider Prosocutiorl•s 

Exhibit. No. 341, which is a r eport of Lieutenant Colonel · 
,• I • 

Blanche and which has been approved by tho Commanding 

General, 24th Corps. 

Before considering the document further the Com

mission desires the Prosecution to r ead the translation 

of captured enemy document which appears as Headquartors, 

7th Infantry D~vision , end is dated 23 January 1945. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG1 . Do you wish to hear tho Dof nse? 

GENERAL REYNOLDSa The Prosecution, 

MAJOR· OPINIONa If the Commission please , these 

captured documents, sir, were for the fir st time attaoh d 

to tho r eport, Exhibit 341. As the Commission knows, the 

Commission will see- that they are just inclosures , They 

·· have been brought for t i e first time to the attention of 

tho Investigating Officers uhen this r eport was submitted 

by Col~ncl Blanche. I desirE5 , ~1r·, to lay stress on this 

point: that this r eport was the r esult of t ho investiga

tion conducted personally by Colonel Blanche as ordered. 

Ho was given verbal orders, sir, by the Commanding Officer 

' to proceed with investigation. Consequently, in Paragraph 

9, sir, of this exhibit it is stated hore that "Attached 

hereto as 'Exhibit l' is a translation by the Language 

Officer, of a capt~red Japanese Company Fiold Order and 
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a p~rsonal diary. In light of the attached evidence and 

the occurrenc es which _took place nt Ponson Isl.and, the . . .. 
field order and diary bocoo o illum,innting". · . 

If t he Commi s.sion please, I should like to read --.: 

. thi s undated company order of th~ ~ap~ese which was .. csp

turod from _Jal)!lnosp ,Possession. ·_ · 
. . 

.GENER.AL REYNOLDS 1 You may rend paragraphs 2 and, 3 

of tho ordor . 

MAJOR OPINION1 Yes, sir. 

"II. Tho Company wil-l ext rmioote the town ot 

PILAR at 2400. 

"III. The pl atoons and _squads will gathor as follows 

at 1930 
111. 1st PlLtoon (minus 1/12 (T I ono s uad)) . 

2nd Platoon 

3rd Platoon 

fG Plo. toon 

Rapid .fire gun 

l ~quad of 1st Platoon (r servo) . 

II 2 , Loadinr, Unit will gather at Hqtrs Platoon 

bivouac nr oa 

II 3 • Uniform - Pack and · gas mask will bo l oft 

out . Regular uniform with split too shoe , 

"4. Individual rations, class B. One meal 

carried on person. Ration for the following 

morni ng will bo carried in mess gear." 

GENERAL REYNOLDS1 The D fonse will no~ be heard 

with respect to this document. 

CAPTAIN SANDBERG1 I.f the Commission please, we have 
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made the point a nU!Jlber of times in the course of this pro-... 
ceeding that whore JapM0so documonts ·a~o involved the ori

ginal and ·not a translation should .be put in~o evidence • . 

Wo . havo felt very strongly that · that is necessary because 
"< 

qf tho difficulties of translation of tho Japanese langunge. 

· Thls particular order illustr,itos 1~-a "'lory v_ivid 
J 

sonso exactly· why that is important. we, are informed by 

our interpreter that the t e:rm which .·1~ tronslated hero a,~ 

"exterminate" +s possibly or probably a tra.nslQ.tion of tho 

Japanese word "soto". 

N?w, this is pure speculation on our p rt as 1e do 

not have the original document, but th Japan9se word "soto" 

may be tronslated whe_n used by- laymon in an ordino.ry civil 

sense as " exterminate", but as a milito.ry t rm it is in 

comn:on parlance and moans to "sweep a town" or to"clanr it 

for 1.0ilitary OJ?Orations". And tho \ ord II soto" will be 

found in many Japanese militory document~ nnd military orders, 

and wh en so us ed has no r eference whntsoever to the cfvilian 

population except in so far as tho "clearing of the area 

for militat-y operations" is involved• 

. . If we had the original document that point could be 

cloar od up and this translation, which may bo very inaccurate .. 
and very prejudicial, would not be adnitted. 

GEiIBRAL REYNOLDS I While the C0Ii1L1ission affirms 

1ts right to recei-ve and consider official translations 

wi-thout seeing the original, the Commission inquires whether 

the original of this particular. document can be provided. 

MAJOR 1\.ERR1 No, sir. So far as I lmow, that is . 
not available. It is the Prosecution's policy to produce 
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the original of tho Japaneso document whorevor it is avail-

able. We hav~ mado ea~~est effort to obtain the originals. 

We are advised in sor e cases that tho .originals are lost, 

that ~hey ha~e -been d~stroyed or that they have been shipped 

to Washington or otherwise are not ava.tlab.i e. 

of the instnncos whore the original is not· available at 

this time . If during the course of the trial it does roach ~ 

us, we shall put it in evidence at that . time . 

With rospect t o tho point cado by counsel as to 

interpretation, in the first place t ho so intorpretntions 

arc thoso obviously which the American Army hos basQd its 

own intelligence and its strategy and its own tactics upon . 

Furthermore, I submit, sir, that whon you have evi

denc of the occurrenco of an atrocl ty such as the rr.n.ssacr 

of civilians in~ certain town and then you also havo in 

addition to the evidence of tho actual ntr ocity_a transla

tion of a capt~red order r el ating to thllt town, it is en

tirely in support of tho transl ation t o tho effect that 
~ . 

tho town shall be 11 v7ip.od out", " swept" or that a "massacr e 

shall occur", that the r:1nssncro actually did occur. In 

other words, the fact that tho oossacro occurrod supports 

tho translation•. 

. Furthermore, in this particular i nstance the exhibit 

offorod in evidence show& that it is a language offic er who 

made the translation~ No, I bog your pardon. !'here is 

merely the certificate of the language officer that the 

documents were captured at a certain plnce. 

GENERJi.L REYNOLDS1 Has the chief interpreter any 

cornmen t to make? 
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· COMMANDER B/i.RTLETT 1 · This same word "exterminato" 

has been used- in translations in connoction wit~ all orders, 

suc-h as tho enemy will be "exterminated on tho beachhead". 

In my opin~on, anyone reading the original o~der would 

havo to. docide for himself whothor it meant t b ." ex-t~-rtl.1.~to 11 , 

to "mop up"' to '!fight a.griinst" or to '.'nttac~" . 

GENERAL. REYNOI.DS I Vary well. lhe Commission also 

notes that tho copy presented to the Commission bears no 

signature as a true copy and inquires wh ·th r there is 

another copy to become an official pnrt of t ho r ecord which 

is signed . 

MAJOR KERR1 May I ask the reporter whether or not 

tho originD.l of that that is tho signed original is in his 

possession. I understand the Commission was handed a 

copy and the signed original was handed t o the reporter. 

REPORTE~ CONKLIN 1 Wo have only a carbon copy; sir , 

of the original which was handed t o the Comnission. 

GENERJJ. REYNOLDS: Does the Def ense hllvo fUrther 

coru,.ont? 

Cii.PT iIN SJ..NDBZRG: \7e have, sir . We should like to 

add this: 

As we understand it, the only· official United States 

tr~nsi,ntions of captured docucents are those which arc 

mado (
/
bY tho Allied Trn~slator and IntolligoncG Service, 

nar.,e'l-y1 fl.TIS. This docl..lr:ont has apparently not be~n 

translated by 1 TIS. This is not an ATIS translation. 

As a r.atter of fact, on the face of tho docur.:ont it does 

not appear who translated it. The l et terhead refers to 

the "Language Toat1 of tho 7th Infantry Division", but there 
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is nowhere on the docunent a certiflcate by _any person cer~ 

tifying that this is a correct translation. 

MAJOR KERR&. May I point .out, sir, that the-docur:ent 

itself in -·tho ·1ottorhead specifies in Exhibit .l "He_adqu~rters 
. . . 

Seventh Infantr.y .Divisio_n, Language Teru:1", ' and· the subject_ · 

is "Document Translations~'. I suboit, sir, that· tho.t in 

itself would indicate that the translations were by, or 
' at . loo.st were concurred in by, th language t e~ of ·tho 

7th Infantry Division, which ot course would b& ~ field 

unit and its translations would be those upon which the 

unit would rely in its fi eld oporati cns . 

GENERid. REYNOLDS s Tho coor1onts of Defense are 

noted. Subject t o tho Prosecution providing a copy which 

is duly signed or certified, the exhibit in question is 

accepted by the Comr.ission f or such probative value , if 

any, as it shall be held to possess . 

The Prosecution oay proceed . 

(Prosecution Exhibit No . 341 
f or identification was re
ceived in evidence .) 

CAPTAIN CALYERs If tho Col!lLliss i on please , tho first 

new itom to be presented this mornl ng has to do ·with the 

execution of an Ar:ierican prisoner of war and is covered 

by Iten 4 of the Bill of Particuiars. 

Mark this for identification , please . 

(Copy of sworn statement of 
·virgil E. Brown was rarked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 345 
for identification.) 

CAPTAIN CJ4LYER: If tho CoIJmission please, the Pro-

~ secution offers in evidence as Exhibit No. 345 a statefilent 
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nnde by Virgil E. Brown on 30 Mc.y i945, signed by hin c.nd · 

sworn to before the Invcstigcting Officer, Prod M. Black, 

lst . Lieutennnt, JAGD. 

,The .stntecent rends o.s f ollows: 

"Q Ylill you give your no.no, ro.~,. s6r1cil:-nunber 

~nd prcsc~t orgc.nizo.tion? 
J 

111. Virgil E. Brown, Cc.ptc.in, o-17ooi8$, Medical 

Corps, Second Squadron Surgoon, 7th Ccvclry. 

"Q lhc.t is your cge? 

11A I en 39 yo~rs old . 

"Q PloGs o str.te your professiont-.1 qul".lific_o.tions • • '' 

Those l!re stc.ted. I sht:-.11 skip then unless th C 

cission wishes then rocd . 

GEHERAL REYNOIDS: The Cotinission notes that ho is 

Doctor of lledicino. Proceed . 

CAPTAIN CALYER: "Q How l ong hr-.v e you been on 

nctive service in .tho Meciccl Corps of tho United 

Stt-.tes Ar ny? 

"A 3 yecrs next July. 

· "Q Where is your station ct present? 

11A Just outside of the Municipality of Siniloan, 

Province of Lagunc., Luzon, Philippines. 

"Q On or about 2 Novenber 1944 v,hat wc.s your rnnk, 

orgcnizntion c.na.- whero were you? 

· 11 A I was n CnptE'. in, SquD..dron Surgeon, First 

Squc.dron, 7th Cavalry. I was on duty in the Muni-

. cipality of Cnrignra, Leyte Province, Philippines. 

"Q We are investigc.ti~ the c.lleged nutilc.tion 

nnd murder by the ~enbers of the J~p~nese Arny of 
-

('.Il J\mericnn soldier, Priv~te W~de E. Gensemer, 
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35607676, Troop 'C', 7th Cavalry, whoso body was 

found in. the northeast section of. Carignra, Leyte, 
'." 

Philippines. Do you have any inforn:ntion on 

this matter? 

"A . -Yes. 

"Q 'Will you ·stntc 1n ·your own words your know.;._ 

ledge of the atrocity, ·'fixing all t.ioos and p~ac~s? 
. . 

"A 1.bout 3 or 4 days prior to 2 Tovcn;ber 1944, ' C 1 

Troop cf the 1st Squadron, . 7th Cnvalry, went out on 
-

patr~l to Corignra fror· Bnrugo , Leyto, Philippinos. 

This patrol proceeded along the sea wall at the 

northeast edge of Carignra ond encountor od Japanoso 
i 

resistance. In tho course of tho encounter wo had 

J. several casualtics. ccordint t o tho id en with 

tho patrol Gensomer was wounded , but bocauso of 

tho enecy fire they were unable to rench hie . 

"Q What happened -then? 
- '.. "Ii. Jul killed and undod of the patrol wor e r e-

turned to the Municip~lity of Barugo , Loyte , Phi- · 

lippines, except this one man. On 2 NovoLbGr 1944 

advance elenents of the 1st Squadron , 7th Cavalry, 

entered Oarigara and f ound Privnte Gens ·ner's 

nutilatcd body beneath n building . 

"Q Do you know the street and nunbcr? 

".A No, but it vms in tho northeast . section of 

Carigara. 

"Q Did you exanine Private Gonscr,or's body and 

if so, what was its condition? 

"A I exo.r..inod his body. He · was dressed in his 
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. 
United States Arey ~iform. His shoe s and socks 

had been re~oved . The body s howed cuch evidence 

Qf decor:ipos·1tion and I believe he had been dead 

f or .two days or mor e . 

"Q_ Was -he wear:tng his identificntion tag? 

11 /i. Yes.. It qore his naco nnd se:r:inl._ nunbe:r. 

"Q What day was it when you ex.aoined hiw-and what 

tice? 

"~~ It wa.s a.bout 1700 of 2 ovember 1944. He w..as 

lying on his back undor n two- story Filipino house . 

He was lying with his ar s extended above his hand 

and his legs stretched out and spreed. Tho upper 

part of his hca.d and no.so- pharynx region showed 

considerable docoLposition and r.agot intostation. • 

That should be, I think, "inf· stat i on". 

" • • • Just above the forchocd was a large irre-

gular skull wound 11bout throe inches in diaooter. 

In each o~ the uppor arr2s ios a l~rgo irregular 

wound . These wounds appeared t o be bayonet 
'-

wounds. Each of the finger nails of tho left hand 

had been t wisted out of the nail bods. The bony 

ends of the fingers were visible . The index fing er 

of the right hand had been twisted and broken. It 

was i mpossible t o deterr.1ine the injury which was 

responsible for his capture . Thor was obvious 

evidemce of torture . Because of the decor.posod 

skin and swollen condition of the body , it vros io

possiblo to verify othe r attor.::pts of t orture. 

2572 

J 

• ti 

http:decor.po


Co.n you give a further doscription of the po-' . . 

sition of tho body? 

"A He was lying on his back on the ground floor 

ot a two-story house beneath a large rafter . It 

appoarod probable that before his death he had been 

tied to the rafter by his hands. The r aftor helped 

support the f~oor of the house. 

"Q Vias there any evidence ot blood al':ound the 

vicinity of the body? 

"A Yes, there was drio blood on _tho cloth~ng 

about the wounds in tho uppor-cr s. 

"Q Could you deter ino which of thoso injuries · 

had been inflicted bef ore death? -
"A I think the upper c.rr.. wounds had beon inflict d 

before death becau~e of the dry blood around th n . 

Further it is not reasonable to believo that a 

dead mn 's fingernails would bo twistod off. · 

"Q Fret: your observati
. 

on, do you have a profes-

·sional opinion as tp whether the Mutilati on de

scribed result ed fror torture? 

"A -Definitely yes. 

"Q Do you have an opinion os t c whotho.r. the cu

tilation was subsequent to tho r owovnl of the body 

to· the location of the exan:ination? 

"A I think thnt the ·wounds wore inflicted sub

sequent to the ror.ioval of the bo( y t o tho location · 

of the exarr1ination. 
.. 

"Q · From your c:xacination which of these wounds, 

in y.our opinion, was tho cause of dcnth? 
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· "A I belie ve the ponetro.ting wound of tho skull. 

"Q Had you knov~ Privo.te Genesor.;cr pr·i or to yru r 

exai:;ino.tion? 

"A .Yes. He was in my squadron and had boon in 

oy clisponsary for sor.~e type of oxanino.tion . · 

"Q Lbout how old was h.o? 

11 A Ht::~i:1us t ,.ave been 1n the ~iddle twe:nt_i (i's . 

"Q Who was with you at tho t ir1e of t he-exnoino.tion? 

"Ji Colonel 'o.ltor E. Finnegan, then nnd now. Co -

uanding Office r of tho 7th Ca valry~ and Li eutenant 

Colonel Francis s; Crane , who wo.s then tho Coot~n

ding Officer of the 1st Medical Squadr on . 

"Q Do you know cf o.nyono al so who vi ewed tho 

ror.1ains? 

"A No , they are all I r er:er:.bor. 

"Q IL bout how l ong after the nows of tho di s covery 

of the bo dy did you uako the exo.oino.tion? 
-

"A 1..bout 15 or 20 ninutos. 

"Q Do you know who.t disposal wus 1::nclc of t he body? 

"i.. Yes, I know exc.ctly. L shallow cr ave was dug 

beside .the bqdy o.nd it wa:J buried t er:~por :irily tho r e 

bcneo.th tho building, Two days l a t er it. ~as oxhur.1od 

by the Graves· Regist r ati on Unit a ttached to the 

7th Cavalry, for burial . 

"Q Did you r.:ake any offici a l r oport en this death? 

11 1.. · Yes . The regular Energency Medical Tag was 

cor:.pleted and f orwarded t o the Divisicn . I believe 

it r~ad, 'Died froc wounds inflicted aft0r capture.' 

"Q Was a Sergeant 'Tiny' Bryant with you at the 
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.. 
tioe of tho OXlltination? 

ti il I do n t recall. .• 

"Q Do you have any lmowled{;o · ~.r '{ihat r ilitary 

unit was rosponsible tor this at rocity? 

"A . fqo. 

"Q Do you know anything els e about thi..s r:atter? 

"I,. No." 

This is signed by Virgil E. B wn, Cllptnin, M~dical 

Corps, 7th Cavalry Division. 

GENJ!lliu, REYNOLDS 1 Tho CoI!lnission not os tho.t one 

sontonce was omitted in rending the docur_ent. That sen

tence appears on paee 2 in tho answer t c tho t hird ques

tion and roads as f ollows, 

"Tha skull had been pierced by SOL blunt instru-

r.:ent. 11 

CAPTAIN Ci"l,LYERs I beg your pardo , sir. That 

was overlooked in the reading. 

GENERAL REYNOLDSs Are there comroo nts by the Defense? 
. '--

OAPTAIN. REELs Yes, sir. 

Objection is not made to the findings of the witness'- - . 

own personal knowledge, that which he saw• . However, we 

object and ask to have stricken from this document on the 

first page thereof the eighth and ninth question-and-answer 

sets. That is, the second and third from the end, as 

having no basis, no foundation laid in this statement 

for the witness' knowledge of these facts. It is quite 
. 

~ppare~t that he was not present on the occasions that he 

describes. 

CAPTaIN CALYEHa If the Commission ple!1se, I submit 
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. . 
that on the dates in question by the -answer shown ~reviously 

.this Captain Brown was the S<t_uadrori Burgeon of t}?.e Squadron 

which went on this patrol. Certainly he should be in a 
... 

~osition to stnte whether the killed and wounded of his 

squadr~ had been brought back and what had .·been done 

with them. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS• The comments . of Defense are not--ed . 

The questions and answers · rer rred to will b allowed to 

r emain in the statement for such probative value as they 

may be hold to possess. 

Anything further? (No r esponse ) 

Subject to the statements already made, tho document 

is acceptod in evidence. -
(Prosecution Exhibit No. 345 
for identification ns r e
ceivod i n evidence and so 
marked.) 

GENEi<AII REYNOLDS s You mny proceed . 
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(Statement of Eergeant Amos 
:aryant was ruarked· Pro."se·cu
tion' s Exhibit ro . 346· for 
iderit'ification.) 

CAPTAIN CALYER: The Prosecution offers in evidence, 
. . 

as Exhibit 346, ·a statement or f'ergeant Ain~s Bryan=t, ~ :de ·J 

31 May 1945 a~d ·sw~rn to be_fore Alf c: Watson, Investigating 

Officer,, ~d Lieutenant, J GD·, reading ··as follows: 

11-'(' What is your rank, serial number and pres nt 

organization? 

"A _I am a buck Sergeant. y serial number is 

35115704. I B?l a member of the 1st l"~dical Squadron, 

Headquarters Detach.men t, . 1st Ca.valry Divis ion. 

"Q Where are you located now? 

"A On the beach in the Infants area , Tayabas 

Province, , Luzon, Philippines. 

"Q How old are you? 

"A 34 years. 

"Q How 1ong have ou been in the Uni ted States Army? 

"A 4 years ancI 6 months. 

JI I) Do you recall where were you serving on or about 

2 November 1944? 

"A Yes. I was stationed at the town called Barugo, 

about 10 miles from the town of Carigara, Leyte, Philippines. 

I was in the same unit I am in now. 

· ,·,Q Do you recall seeing the dead b~dy of a mutilated 

American soldier in Carigara on or about 2 November 1944? 

"A Yes. Around noon 2 November 1944 I was in 

Carigara· with Colonel Francis ·S. Crane. We met Colonel 

· Walter E. Finnegan, the Commanding Officer of the 7th 
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Cavalry. He said he had seen a mutilated American soldier . 

and asked Colonel Crane to come along and make an 

examtna tion. 

11Q Did you go with hem? 

"A Yes. 

11 Q . What .did you _find? 

"A "e found Private Gensemer, lying on his back 

under a Filipino house. It es a two-story house-. He as 

dead, swollen up and covered with mag~ots in some plac s. 

He was lying beneath a largo· rafter that supported the 

floor of the house. 

"Q Did you know this dead man personally? 

"A I had never met him, but I had heard of him. Ho 

belonged to 'C' Troop of the ?th Cavalry and I knew he had 

been missing. 

11Q Were his dog tags on him when you saw him? 

"A No. I understood som of our boys had taken 

them off before we got- there. 

"Q · Will you describe the position of his bqdy o.nd 

toll us what he ~as wearing? 

"A He was lying on his back, ·stiff, with his l egs 

and arms spread apart. There were rope burns on both of 

his wrists and another,. I believe, up toward the sh·oulder 

on his left arm. He had op·his 'G.I' fatigue uniform. The 

left side of his blouse was covered with blood. 

"Q Do you remember seeing his wounds? .. 
"A Yes. We pulled back his blouse and found three 

wounds in his chest. They · had .been made with a yonet or 

a heavy knife. I noticed three of his front teeth were 
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missing. His tooth were big. I looked clos o at his teeth. 

It looked like they h?d take~ oway his plate. 

"Q Ar;.y other ·wounds? 

11 A Well, two of his left hand fi~g or-s we:re p~iled 

completely_off. The bones stuck_up th!ough the s~in • . The 

rest of 'his fingers looked like t~ey had be~n b~rned. Three 
. . 

of his finger nails had boen torn out by the roots. His 

right hand was black and blue and swollen up . His wrists 

wer e swollen up from the ropes. Then thor e wrs a bi holo 

in his forehead liko he had been bashed by a riflo butt . 

think he had boon tied to tho raftor. 

"Q Can you describ th soldi er? 

"A He was a big man, ·a round 200 pounds . He vras 

about 28 years old. I r cmcmb , r ho was w arin his pistol 

belt becaus e he uas swell~d up against it . 

"1 How long did your examine t1on ast? 

"A About 30 minutes . 

"Q Did he ha vc shoes on? 

" P. No, his shoos and socks Hor e .,- one and 'his toos 

were blackened as though they had been burned. 

11 ~ Who was with you while you cxPminod the body? 

11 A Just Colonel Crane and Colonel Finnegan . 

11 q Do you know of any one els e who ever sow the 

body? 

"A Some others did, but I don't know th0ir names. 

"Q Have you any idea whnt Japanese mi lit ?.ry units 

mutilated this soldier or if you don't, what J~pancs e units 

woro around Carigara at that ~ime? 

"A No, I don't, but I hccrd it n"s e. Manchurian Divi-
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sion, one that hed raped China. 

"Q Can you give us tho number of the house undor 

which the solqier .wns lying or the name of the stree t? 

II A No, but the ·house stood about two-thirds of the 
- . 

way through the town as- you go toward tho coast. , 

"Q Do you have any other knowledge of this ·mattet? 
. . " . 

"A No. 11 

Signed 11 /:mos Bryant , Sergeant , 1st Medical Squadron, 

. Headquarters Detachment , 1st Cevalry Division." _ 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : On the second page of tho docu

ment, which is No. 6, in the third answer from the bottom 

of the page , the words "but I heard 1.t was a Manchurian 

Division, one that had roped China" is stricken from the 

answer. The answer would th en be, "No, I don't . " 

Are ther e other comments by Def ens e? 

(No response) 

The document is a ccepted by the Commission. 

(Pros ecution Exhibit No . 346 
for identification was 
r ec eived in evidence .) 

(J, r eport was marked Prosecu
tion Exhibit No. 347 for 
identification.) 

CtPT/IN CALYER: If the Commission pleas e , the 

Pros ecution offers in evid ence as Exhibit 347 on official 

report of the WPr Crimes Branch r elating to this incident , 

duly signed by Major Kenneth c. Schwartz, ~a jor E. D. 

Fulcher, Lieutenant Colonel H.F. Mat toon, Lieutenant 

Colonels. F. Cohn, and approved and concurred in by 

Colonel C. M. o;llivetti, JfGD, Staff Judge -Adv~cate United 

States !1rmy Forces, Pacific. 
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I wish to call parti_cule r attention of the Com

mission to certain portions of this report. On page 2 

thereof, .the first fµll paragraph on that p~ge ; r ol C1 ting to 

the location- of ·the body of t :11s soldier, "A shellow grove 
. . 

was dug beneath tne buildi~g and th~ body was t empo!arily 

pl1;1ccd therein; two da.ys later 1 t \7as exhumed by tho 

Graves Registration Unit attached to the 7th Cava~ry, nnd' . 

it is now interred at Grave # 243, US/F Cem t ~ry, Tacloban No. 

1, Toclo~an , Leytc , Philippin Islands," with 1·ef~r nee 

to strtemcnts supporting that have previously b on introduced 

in e vidence. 

At the top of page 3, tho ·first f ull pr r ngraph on 

that page, the stc.t ement reading l:! S follows: "In oomploting 

this investigation ppproximatcly 200 miles was covered by 

automobile, 30 miles by boa t ~nd 100 miles by pl no nd 

tho t estimony of wi tn ess os obtained in nn area \1 hor o active 

combat opcr ntions were in progress." 

Then ih th~ middle of that ~pago , under Item IV , 

tho first parograph r ending as follows: "Th Japanes e 

unit or individuals perpetrating tis torture and murder, 

is unknown, but a check of th r ecords of G-2, Hea dquarters_, 

1st Cavalry Division, discloses th~t oh or obout 2 November 

194-4 the following Je.pancs e mili t o,;-y uni ts were in , nea :r , 

and £- bout the municipal! ty of Corigara , Leyt,: , Philippine 

Isle.nds: 

11 1. Elms, 33rd Infantry Regiment , 16th Infontry 

'Division (Possibly l;st Company.) 

~ "2. Elms, 16th Tpt. Regiment, ·16th Infrntry 

Division. (Possibly 2nd Compnny .) 
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"3. Elms, 1st B1:1ttalion, 22nd Fi old i r.tillery 

Regiment, 16th Infrntry Division. 

"4. 169th Ind. Infantry Bc ttalion,. 102nd Division. 

"5'•. Elmst 41st Infantry '!=legimont , 30th Division." 

GENERJ.L ltEYNOLDS.: t re ther e comments QY the · ~fenso? 

C!PT/.IN ~EEL: We are of the opinion, -sir, thn t wo 

hav6 a standing objection to tho reports of the •ar Crimes 

Commission. Is that correct? 

GENER/.L REYNOLDS : The obje ction of Dof oris to the 

a cceptance of the r eports of tho War Crimes Commission has 

long been overruled by the Commission . 

Cl.PT/ IN REEL: Tha.t is c_orrcct, sir . 

GENERJ,L REYNOLDS: ,.nd any further obj e ctions havo 

no s·t .nding befor e th Commission . 

Ct PT -'IN REEL: 'fla y we ndd, i n r espec t to this docu

ment, sir, that the document r ef ers to . sta t rnonts which 

Are not ci tta ched, and th e- document conta ins conclusions 

thllt have not been supported by any st~t cm cnts producod 

before this ColDI'lission. 

In part_icular, the final pa ge , p ge 4, the fifth 

paregraph, "The Imp0rial J apflnc s e ' rmy, \7hos e unit and 

personne l a re unknO\m, tortured and murdered and mutiln t ed 

Privnte Wade E. Gons cmcr" -- the only evidence before this 

Commission, or even referred -to in this document, docs not 

sup9ort tiny finding that el ements of th0 J apnnos o Army 

coromittcd this act. Ther e is no testimony by nny ody tq 

that effect. 

For the.t rcnson, we object to _the document, or ask 

thet the first parngrP.ph lettered "b", pag 4, b0 stricken 
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from the record. 
..C: PT!. IN C/.LYER: May I be heard boforo the Commission 

rule$? 

·.GENF.:Rf.L ~EYNOLDS : Very well. 

c:,PTJ.IN C/LYER: If the Commission please, · I \YOUld_ 
J 

like to point out that in tile sta t ements ·submi t t ed of 

thos e who ,vere on tho scene, it oppe~rs thf\ t this m .n h d 

been wounded in combat, tht! t his body~ s removed from tho 

placo where it was woundod, and 1 t was. la tor f ound in an 

are which had. been i n tho control of Japanos o forces. 

Tho report now befor e the Commission s e ts forth, in tho 

par e.gr aph r ead, the units of tho Japanes e army shown to 

he.vc bcon i n that a r oo at tho time th.e. t this al l o god 

atrocity \'1BS c ommi tted. 

It is submitted , therefore , that tho conclusion t9 

which Def ens e Counsel now r f ors, is supported by vid onco 

of official G- 2 r ecords. 

GSNERlL REYNO LOO: Th coillJ!lcnts of both the Def ens e 

and Pros.ecution er e noted . The ruling of the ·Commissjon ,is 

tha_t tho top· sub-pnrl:lgrnph on pago 4 of the -document , 

which starts: "b. The Imperial Jopen s c ' rmy --" ond 

so for~h, is s tricken from the r ecord. 

C,.PTt. IN REEL: May vie point out one further matter · 

in the document, sir? Not for the purpoGe of striking or 

obj ection, but becaus e wo wish to bring it porticularly to 

· the Commission's attention. 

The finol paragraph of tho document is hcr.dcd: 

"Reco!!lmcndations 11 , and it reads as follows: "It is there

fore recom~ended thet: 
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"a~ Tho · perpctra tors of th1,s offonse, if end when 
. 

r:i sc:ertetned and npprehpnded; be tried; -nnd , 
: 
' "b. The Imparial Joponese Govemmont be hel:d 

r esponsiblo," 
. 

We wish to p,oint out that nowhere is ther·e . a ... -.. ,. 

' . 
r ecommendation of the We.r .Crimos Branch that this- has any-

. thing to do with the J. ccusad ·or tht. t -he in eny way be held 

r esponsible for this. 

GENER/.L REYNOLDS : The coim.ents of Defense ar o noted . 

The document is accepted by _the ·Commission for such 

probative value as it may be held to poss ess . 

(Pros ecution Exhibit No. 34? 
for .identificntion wns 
received 1n evidence . ) 

.c /.PT/,IN CJLYER: Thank you, sir . . Thr. t complet es 

tho testimony on thi s item. 

GFNER/L REYNOLDS: The Commission will r ecess for 

, npproximately ton minutes. 

(Short r ecess ) 
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GENERAL- REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. 
' 

You mey proceed. • 
HAJOR KERR: The chier interpreter desires to 

address·. th-e Commission. 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: . tn the reco~d of -~he afternoon 

session, 16 November, page 2553, line 2 1_ nou appears ~he 

phrase "Southv,estern Pacific area, 11 

It has been agreed by the interpreter nnd both 
-

parties that this !$hould have been translated as "South-

western Sea Fleet," and a correction or the record to 

that. ettect is re~pectfull y suggested. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The recommendation of th chief 

interpreter is accepted by the Commiss i on. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: The next case is contain din 

paragraph? of the Bill of Particulars. 

MAJOR KERR: At t his t i me, the Prosecution des ires 

to amend item? of the Bill of ~articul ars , which now 

reads: 

117. On about 20 October 1944, at Ba tan Island, 

Batanes Province" -- and so on. We desire to amend that 

portion of paregraph 7 so it will rend as follows: 

"During the month of !-Tovember, 1944, at B tan 

Island, Batanes, Provi~oe" -- and so on, 

The date which is there specified, nrunely, 20 . 

October 1944, we found to be in error after the originnl 

Bill of Particulars had been filed. 

The amendment, v,hioh we desire to make, 1s accord

ance with the proof and the facts , ihich vlill be pres-ented 

to the Commission at this time. 
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I called this error to the attention of Defense 

Cotmsel some time ago, and at that ti.m~ indicated wo 
. . 

-would a~k it b~ changed. I again called it to their 

attention yestorday. 
. . 

I submft, sir, . the.t no substantial r_ight o_r priv1-·. 

lege of the Defense would in any way be je~pardized o~ 

interfered with or denied by the granting of this amend;_ 

ment, nor should they be prejudiced in any way. 

In tho event the Defense hnd occasion to make an 

investigation ot this particular incident in this very 

remote portion of the Philippine Islands, ·they must of 

necessity have found, just as we did, imrnediatoly, that 

the incident occurred in November rather than in Octob r. 

It nill be noted that the nam s of the victims ar o 

specified, and, therefore , if any investigation were mad 

in tho area it must ho.v e d~veloped that tho correct dnto 

would hnve been in Novo1nbor. 

Now, I run frnnk to say tho.t tho in.formo.tion which 

the Bill ..of ·Particulars was based on included in the 

original bill, that item, came to our office shortly 

before the uill was filed . It was a preliminary report 

by n field investigLtor, and his r eport inadvertently, 

apparently by the way of error·, specified October. 

As soon as his complete report came in, ,"Io noted 

the correct date was November. 

We usk that the amendment be permitted at this time. 

COLONEL CLARKE: We have no objections, sir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The amendment roconnnondcd by 

the . Prosecution is accepted by the Commission. 

2586 



You may proceed. 

RAFAEL PUNO 

callod as a witnoss on behalf of tho Prosecution, being 
. . 

first duly sv,orn, v,as . examined and testified . ns follows! 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Ce.ptnin Webster) Please state your _name. 

Your name is Rafael Puno, is it? 

A Rafael Puno, yos. 

Q Your ago? 

A My name is Rn!ncl Puno. 

Q How old ere you? 

A 29 years old. 

Q An~ yotn' nationality? 

A Filipino. 

Q Whore wore you living during Movembor of 1944? 

A I was living in Bnsco, -Bnto.ncs . 

Q And ,;;here is Basco, B(l. t nn cs? 
.._ 

A Basco is ~n islanc of tho Philippines • 

. Q Batnncs is nn islanc. of the Philippines? 

A ·Yes. 

Q And \"rill you -stnte where Bntanos is? Thllt 1s on 

B~tnn Island, is it? 

A Yes, I mean Bv.te.n Island . 

Q And- ,-,111 you stnto nhoro Bo.tD.n Island is with 

reference to Apcrri? 

A I think it is e.bout s~von miles. 

Q North of Aparri? 

·· A Yes, sir. 

Q · While you r1erc living in Basco, 'did you sec any 
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American aviators? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Whcro did you first see them? 
. . 

A· · I first .saw them in the govornll}ent b~ilding. 

Q Whn t ,·,ere. they doing in the ,government building? 

\ A They .woro guarded thoro, sir • ...._ 

Q Who woro they guarded by? 

A They wore guarded by Japanese soldiers. 

Q Ha.·, mllny Americans did you· soo? 

A American aviators, I so, throo. 

Q Did you lonrn how they got to Bntm Island? 

A They ~ore stranded ther e in Baton Island, sir. 

They rode in a rubber boat. 

Q Did you !lee them arrSve in a rubber boat? 

A No, sir. I hevo hoard it from some fr i ends or 
mine. 

Q Did you hoar th::,.t from c.ny of the Jnpnneso soldiors? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q D0 you knon th0 nnmos of MY of thoso Americaps? 

A Tho ccptci.in was l'. Mr. William Burgh. 

Q Do you knou the namos of o.ny of · tho others? 

A No, sir. 

Q Will you describe ho,-: tho captnin was dressed? 

A Ho v1as dressed with o. onc-picco suit, and the color 

is khaki. I 

Q Did that suit button at the front? 

A. Yes, sir. 
A_ 

Q Did he hnvo any insignia of any kind? 

A He got an insignia on his back. 
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Q Whnt kind of an insignin? 

A A wing. 

·Q On tho b~ck of this onc-pieco suit? 

A Yos, 

Q Can you stc.tc hon the other two wer e_ dross_od? 

A The other ono was· drcs sod · t:1 th blue ~rousors and 

light blue shirt, and tho other one \!1th one-piooc ~t 

of khaki. 

Q Ho,1 m~.ny times did you soc thoso throe Amorioc.ns? 

A Mnny timos, sir. 

Q Arxl v.bout ho\1 mo.ny times? 

A I don't kno\7 hou many, sir. 

Q- Who.t date was i t that you fir-st snw them? 

A I cannot r cmombor tho date, but nbout tho first 

week of November, 1945. 

Q Now , co.ch timo --

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Tho Commiss1 on interrupts . 

Docs the witnes~ menn 1944 or '---1945? 

THif WITNESS : 1944, I should S€f' • 

Q (By Co.ptnin Y.'ebster) Wor e t hese Americans the 

custody of J npancso soldie::rs each time you saw ? 

A ~cs, sir. 

Q Whc.n wns tho l o. st ti_mo you saw the American vrhich 

you hnvc . dcscribed cs a captain? 

A Thnt nns November 23rd, 1944. 

Q Where did you sco him on that day? 

A I sav, him ct the execution place. 

Q Will you describe t.o the Commission what took plnco 

,-,hen you saw him? 
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A Yes, sir, On my ,w.y home to tho mounteins, because 

r,c r10re living in the mountnins ot tho.t time, I snn 

plenty_of J~pnnc·se soldiors. Then as -I got nearer I 

· sm, plenty Jcp Masc officers and i,n the farther distance 

the Amcrice.n ~Viator was ti.cq. to c. t .roc, blindfolded· 

with n blnck handkerchief and .his htmd.s tied behind his 
back. 

While I mis standing the Jnpf'.noso guc.rd ran after 

mo Yli th n fixed bayonet, and then I ran as fnst as I 

could and then I wont -to ~ hiding place, hiding ~t the 

foot of a. tree. While I was thoro tr,o J npancs o _solidors 

thrust tho bayo~ot through his stoI1;1£l-oh o.nd the neck. 

And tho second am third thrust, they thrust_the bcyonot 
• 

through his brcnst and he foll half dead. 

Thon tho t Y1 0 Japo.ncsc soldiers cut imm0diatcly the 

rope and he foll down. After thllt ho pulled him by the 

feet nith his faco on tho ground nnd dragged him to his 

grave. He was still noving nhen they covered him . 

I Yms about to go, r..nd I ,ms about to go, llnd tho 

officers v.nd the gur-.rds ,-,,ore still there.. If I r10uld 

hnve gone they ~-.rould hllve killed me , bccat~so ~hey w.or e 

looking for me. After thnt I ncnt home, bccmisc it ms 

getting to look dark. I uont home rri th c. heavy boo.rt, 

as if I hnd lost my father. 

The follouing 10rning I \7ont to tho pl.ace of tho 

1-:illing, end I soon the place \7hero they killed him, 

£1.nd it we.s fuil of blood, nnd I wc.s trembling nt · the 

•plo.co v1hor0 he nas killed. 

On his grave I put c. piece of n stick v.s a. mark of 
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tho grnvc .. .• 
Q Nor:, uill you stcto hon to.r tlult plo.cc of oxocu-

tion uo.s from Bqsoc? 

A About 200 meters auny from Besco. 

Q Do you mean from · tho t.ol.n of Bnsco or trom tho 
. . 

place nhorc· tho J apanese -·hold thnt Amorioon? D.o you 

updorstcnd the question? 

A No, sir . 

Q Wns the p_lace of execution· 200 motors or 300 moters 

from tho to ,n of Bo.sco? 

A It is 2:>0 motors from Do.sco . 

Q Do you knon onything concerning th ldlling of tho 

other t no Amoricuns? 

A No more , sir. 

Q Did you soc them killed? 

A No, sir . 

Q Did you J.ll.tor go back nt tho time the body of tho 

one American whom you s-n\l killed ,ms r ocovor cd? 

A I cc.nnot .und or s t ~nd you. 

Q bid you go ui th tho American party v,ho dug up tho 

body of the one American? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you soc thl'.t body o.t o. lt-.tor time? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Whor e did you soc it? 

A In the hous o • 

Q Whor e did you soc it? 

A In tho house of Mr . Agagnn. 

Q Wns the Amcricnn. nho th(; Japanese killed the snmo 
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American nhom you St'.tt in tho to\·m of Basco? 

A Repent it agnin, plonse; I cnn•t ho'o.r yo.u • 

Q . Wc.s tho .American whom you · sa.vr killed tho snmo 

.American you sau in Basco? 

A . Y.cs, $ir . 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross examine. 

CAPTAIN REEL: No questions; 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before tho ,:itnoss is oxcusod, 

1t is desired that tho r eporter re .d tho norr tivo ans,1er 

tho.t -this uitness gnvo in his t estimony. 

Tho ,·11tnoss nrumercd r-. c ortv. in question in nnrra

tivo form, c.nd tho Commission nould like to have tho 

reporter recd th~t nr.rr~tivo back. 

(Ans\/cr referred to road by tho r oportor,) 

(Witn~ss excused. ) 

GENERAL REY?iOLDS: Very nell; you mny proceed. 

MASAKI KAWACHI 

cc.lled as n Ylitncs~ on bohnlf of tho Prosocutio_n, being 

first duly sv:orn, mis xruninod ti.nd t estified as follo,1s: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Cr.pt:!in Webster) P.lco.so stnt o your Mmo . 

A Mo.snki Kmmchi. 

Q Your nge? 

A 32. 

Q Your nntionnlity? 

A Jnpnnoso . 

q Aro you no,·; hold as n prisoner of vmr by tho 

Amoricnn f, rmy? 

A Yes, sir. 

2592 

http:P.lco.so
http:cortv.in


Q Do you um:,rstruid that anything you ~might so.y horo 

con be used against y_ou? 

A I do, sir. 

Q You undorstcnd th~t· you do not have to soy cnything 

thnt Y1ould incriminate you? 

A · I do, sir. 

Q Whero wore you born? 

A I r,o.s born in J npC1.n. 

Q And you cruno to Mc.nilr-. ,·1hon . you ,1or o e ight yocrs 

old, is thnt correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You hnvo lived thoro ovor since? 

A I v10nt br.ck to Jnpcn tt11co trucing ci vncntion. I 

stnyed only a.bout one cind ono-half months . 

Q V/hen did you become o.n interpret or for the J npo.noso 

o.rmy? , 

A It \7C'.s September of lnst year, nhen I ,·,as r.n inter• 

pretcr for the J a.pl'.?losc army, C'.nd I ,10.s s ent to Bnt t-.n 

Island. 

Q When did you C'.rrive c.t Bo.tan Island? 

l I don't exactly r ecall the dntc, but it was during 

the lo.ttor po.r ·or November, that is to SlY, around tho 

20th of November of last year, 

Q Of 1944? 

A Yos, 1944, 

, Q To ·uhut unit qf tho J ri.pe.neso army ,·,ere you l'. tto.chcd? 

A I ,.,as o. ttnchod to tho Tnj imo. Brigcdc. 

Q V!hot do you moan by the Tajima Brigndo? 

A That is to say, a brigndc that no.sunder the co o.nd 
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of Gcnornl Yamashita. 

Q Wetz thltt olso kno\"m as the 61st Indoponde:nt Hixcd · 

Brigndc? 
. 

A Yos; _sir. 

q Wns that in tbo· J nponesc · a rmy? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Cm you state t:ho ,ms the immediat e superior officor 

of General Tnjima in November 0£ 1944? 

A I understnrxl , to my -knonlodgo, it to bo Gonornl 

Yo.mnshitn. 

Q Can you stc-.t o nlw.t nr my t ho 61st lndepondont Uix d 

Brignde ,,-,o.s in? 

A I think it wns under tho 14th ar my . 

Q By "14th c.rmy" do you mco.n t ho 14th ar ea army? 

A I moc.n to so.y by tho 14th army thc-.t nr my which ,., s· 

in comnnnd of tho zono force . 

Q When you nrrived on Bnt nn Islond did you s co nny 

1'.mcricv.n prisoner~ of war thor o? 

A I sa.n , sir • 
. . 

Q IIor1 mv.ny? 

11. Three. 

Q Did you have ~n occasion to t alk to them? 

A I vms ordered once to intorvie\7 the three of them . 

I mot them once, thos e throe Amoricon flyers . 

Q Do you kno,1 the nc.mes of eny of those Amcricnns? 

·A Whnt I cnn remember nc,.-, is the: nrune Martin and 

Snmucl. 

.• Q Will you repoct the last nnmo? 

A So.muel. 
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GENERAL DONOVAN: Will you spell thD.t nnmo? 

T~ WJTNESS: S•n•m•u•o•l. 

Q (By C~ptain Webster) · Did you lollrn ho,·1 thos e .tbroQ 

Amoricr.ns got to B~tnn Islcnd? 

A I l oo.rncd through hco.ring th". t thoy TTOr Q droppod 

somcnhorc in tho northern pc.rt of Luzon, and thor nor o 

on a. mission to bomb tho J opanoso floot. They rode in a 

rubber boat , drittod 14 day on tho son and finally nrriv• 

od at Bctnn Island, noo thQ natives took them ond brou ht 

them to the J apnnos o garrison. 

Q No,, you said thnt they noro dropped . Do you moan 

they \'lore nhQt do,m? 

1~ · As fi:-.r ns I ho t:1.rd they r,or c "hot ·dorm. 

Q Did r.ny of thos e aviator s t ell you ,-,her o they 1cr o 

from'? 

A No , sir. 

Cl Or \1hcrc they \lcr o educated? 

A Well, during my int r,rvicv, I vaguely r cc~ll thl\t ho, 

the cnptr.1n, \"It\! o. gradun t o of c i thor Chicngo or Boston 

University, ,·,hich I cannot definitely r ecnll now. 

Q Do you•lalow hov, . thos e Amcrioc s ,·,er e dros od '? 

A Tho Cq) tr-.in, .during thu timo I ,ms together ,·,1th 
I I 

a. Jnpnnosc cnptnin, to intcrv1.e,., him, ho \7ns dressed in 

f~tiguos; a o~G-piece uniform. 

Q Do you knon hon tho others wore dressed'? 

A 1:nrtin_, the youngest, during our interview also, 

ho \'/O.s dressed in blue pnnts, noo tho shirt, I don't 

·roca.11 it. I only r emombcr vaguely thnt he wns dressed 

in somenhnt white · or yello,·r1sh shirt. 

2595 

http:cnptr.1n
http:hot:1.rd
http:Amoricr.ns


Q, Do you recall hon the other one r,o.s dros sod? 

A The other ono I connot roctll. 

Q Nm1, v10rc those three Americans held ·by ·ditforcnt 

battalions of -tho 61st Independent Mixed Brigndo?. . . 
. . 

A During my -arrival on tho island they uer~ · hold 

separately by different go.rri•ons or bcttalions. · 

Q \'fore c.ll of those garrisons under Gcnero.l. ·Taj~? 

A Yes , sir, 

Q Which gnrrison held the ono you hnvo doscribod as 

~. o. captain? 

A He mis held by the Gonornl ' s guc.rd . 

Q By "Gener al" you mean General Tojimtt? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q Do you rcco.11 \'/hen tho youngest mon nrunod c.rtin 

\"/OS killed? 

A I knon only v.fter tho captain vras killod , about 

three or four days l e tor, th.f1 t ho ,·ms killed prior to 

the cr.ptain. I found ·that out. _ 

Q Whv.t date was the cc.ptD.in killed? 

A It t'nls t .hnvo boon during the latter part or during 

the. end of November or the early part of D.ccombor. 

(1 1944? 

1~ Yes, sir. 

Q Did you a ttend tho oxccution of the youngest flyer? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you ~ttond tho execution of tho one you hcvo 

c~llod a cnptain? 

A I did, ns nn intorproter. 

Q Will you stnrt ct tho beginning imd tell tho CoI!II!lis-
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You n~y proceed. 

RAFAEL PONO 

cnlled ns n·.witnes-s on behalf of the Prosecution, b~ing 

first duly sworn, wcs exanined end · te~tified ns· follows: _ 

DIRECT EXJJUNATION 

Q (By Cnptnin ~ebstcr) Please stnte your pru:io. 

Your ncne 1s Rafnel Puno, is it? 

A Refr.el Puno, yes. 

Q Your age? 

A My na.oe is Rnf~el Puno. 

Q How old c.r e you? 

A 29 years old . 

Q J.nd your nntionc.lity? 

A Filipino. 

Q Vlher o were you living during Noveob r o! 1944? 

1. I wns livint; in Brusco , Bntr.nes . 

Q And uhere is B~sco, Br.tc.nes? 

A B~sco is ~.n islr.nd of the Philippines . 

Q Bnttmes . 1.s r,n islnnd of the Philippines? 

A Yes. 

Q And will you ·stnte v,here Bntanes is'l' Thr.t is on 

Bnten Is1v.nd, is it? 

A Yes, I nec.n Batcn Islmid. 

Q And will you state where Bnt~n Islond is· with 

reference to Apcrri? 
' \ 

A I think it is about seventy-five niles. 

Q · North of Apnrri? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q ~hile you were living in Besco, did you see nny 
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tho captain asked uhat they arc going to do ,11th .him. 

Tho cnsncr of Licutonnnt Goto .,w.s that ho must 
-

· k,tlow by ·thj,.s tinio nhat uns going to hnppon to hiin; . . 

Then the cnptnin didn't undo~st~nd uhnt Lfeu.tonnnt 
. . . . ' . ...~ 

Goto snid. Finnlly .tho cnptnin told hill), ·r ather Licu-

t onnnt Goto told tho cnptl\in thnt ho ·:1s going to _bo killod. 

He also told thnt tho Jnpnnoso , uhonovor thy bocnme 

Cl'.ptiVOS t thoy \'IOUld commit SUic~do rather than to be 

soon alive. In ·r oply to thnt, th cnptnin cnsuor od Goto 

that he hnd soon i n his tico mo.ny Jcpanoso soldiers, 

vrhich I understand nhat tho ca.ptc.in uishod to say, ns 

that ho had soon Jnpa.noso soldiors clivo aoo thoy did 

not commit suicide. 

At that time Lioutonant Goto told him thnt r,hoth r 

the cnpto.in hns something t1or o to say_. In- r eply to 

tha~, the captcin told Lioutencnt Goto t hot ho ui shos 

to be brought to the prisoners conp uhoro th other 

Junoricon prisoners wore, ,·1hich in cy r.io~ry Liout onnnt 

Go1c did not c.ns,:1or to tht'.t docand . . . . 

Ho nlso, nnd tho captain also inquired nho 1s order

ing his being killed. Ho nontod to knoVI ,·,ho ordered 

ais going to be killed, nnd Lioutonont Goto nnsuorod. thnt 

1t vms by ordor of tho commondor of thnt 1slnnd. 

By that time tho cnptn~n dofin~toly bccnme to 

know that ho is going to be killed, and ho ,·,ns o 11ttlo 

bit uncosy, ho bocruno a little unonsy nnd demanded n 

cigarette bo given to him• .Lieutenant Goto soarchod for 

cigarettes among those soldiers nnd finally we got n 

cignr~ttc for him and wo lot tho coptain puff. 
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. .He putted about t 1ico; end th~n he ·ro·gained his 

ocsincss . Ho appco.rod as boing regular th n, ruid then 

ho said . that it \70.S ~gainst tho intorno.tiol'Ull lau nnd 
· it i s nlso against tho hunon ·law to _kil~ tho cc.ptivc 

prisonors . 

To that c.nswor, to too.t st£-.t oo nt, Licutonnnt· Ooto. . ,. 
. . 

didn ' t s r-.y c.nything . Ho said thn t the timo nns gotting 

short ano. he vmnts tho cc.ptnin t o b e prop od, He 

ordored tho soldiers to blindfold tho captn i n , but tho 

captc.in r efused, Ho said thr.t ho can f aco doc.th 71thout 

blinding him. Ho sn1d t h..'\t ho cnn look L\t nybody and 

die . 

Finnlly tho time ·,:as gottin dor k , so Li utcnnnt 

Goto asked, l a stly, th cc.ptc.in \Thothor he hci.s anything 

t o s ny more or r,ho thor ho ,1nnts to vrri t o ti. lotter to his 

fnr.1ily. To .thc.t the cnptnin r opliod t hr.t ho uishos to 

rrrit o to his f nri.ily, c.ni ho hod tried i n doi it, but ho 

s a i d it rms us~loss for hi to \7rit boo use h · kno\·ts 

thc. t thnt l etter won •t r.rr1vo o. t c..11 t o his f anily. .. 

Thct mdo tho conversation s top, ~.nd finally then 

L~outenant Goto ordered th soldiers to b 0 propcr od for 

the execution, and there rms three soldiers nho got tho 

bayonets, fixod the, bc.yoncts, and o.,w. itcd tho ordor of 

Lioutc::no.nt Goto, nnd by thnt tir.10 tho o~.ptl'.in vros tied 

to the troc. 

Of cour~ o , ho ,-10.s blinclfoldcd c.nd vtith tho order 

of Li0utonc.nt Goto to strike, thoso ·thrco soldiers in 

one ro\7, c-.bout 500 or 600 ye-. els a.pc.rt fron tho cnpt nin, 

one by one bognn to pierce through, but they uor o not 
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o.blo to strike tho c~ptain very well b~co.use the told 

thct tho captain had on, h~ wns quito tell o.nd by bending . 

h~s hood bo.ck he can see through t~o fo~d whon the 

soldiers . nro advancing to him . · So tho . soldiers .. tried . .. 

't nicc, I .think, and th ·y \1oro. not .S)lCCess.ful in hi~ting 

tho cc.ptl'.fn, nnd f'i?11:1lly Li c.ut.c~".nt Goto .ord.orod t!lc : . 

three soldiers , thoso throo soldiers, to surround tho 

captt>. in and then strike o.t onc o, c.t tho s o.mo til::io, ,hich 

tho soldiers did . 

I co.nnot rocr.11 oxcctly now which was tho first, 

but I r omocber thc.t the cr.ptnin ,·ms struck once on tho 

side, lllld clso o.t tho nock, and tho.t ondod, Md by that 

titlo tho co.ptcin dropped his hond o.nd he didn't so.y nny

thing, or ho didn 't move . 

Well, I couldn't stand to soc tho scone , o.nd fro 

thr. t r.ionont on- I loft the plcco, c.nd I don ' t 1010\7 nhct 

hcppcncd to tho ccptcin, or r ather to tho body of th 

CC".ptcin lntcr on ;- but I come to lmow thc.t ho trns buried 

somewher e near tho plo.co of tho oxocut1on. 
' 

Q You have t es tified to certain conversations that 

took _plcce, and you mentioned a Lioutonont Goto. Is ho 

the one that ~alkod to the cnptl'.in? 

J... He vms tho one-.· · 

Q Could he sponk English? 

A No, sir. 

Q And did you o.ct o s tho interpretor bctY1oon Licu-

t onnnt Goto end the ccpt nin who unskilled? 

A I did, sir. 

Q Wns Lieutcn~nt Goto n meaber of Gornor~l Tnj!ma 1s 
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• 

command? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you, soc the .J apanese soldiers cut tho captain ~ 

dc;mn from tho tree? 
. J

A Woll,. I think Up to thc.t p~rt I was still· 'tltoro • . 

Q Did. you ·l'.ctu~lly soe thorn ~ry ·hirn? 

Vlcll , I cannot qUito remember now, but hc.t I --

it is in ny cind thnt tho. body of tho o~ptcin was dropped 

to tho ground. 

Q Did this AI:toricon CC\ptain lalm1 ho was going to bo 

killed nhilo you ,·.,ore \'mlking out thor o ,1th him? 

A No, he didn't lmo\1 it. 

Q As fc.r as you know , .tics thoro IYI't'J trinl of any 

kind hold egc.inst the.t cc.ptoin? Wl'.s c. trial hold for 

thc.t co.ptc.in? 

A This execution took place o.bout ono wook c.ftor I 

nrrivod on thc.t islc.nd , Md I come to know thc.t those 

three flyers wor o cohf1ncd one nonth or ono and one-half 

·nonths prior to my nrrivC'.l, so I didn't know exnotly 
. . 

whether they hnve been tried. So fnr as my knov1lodgo 

is concerned, I don I t lmow. 

Q Do you know r1hy the J l'.pcnosc killed ~hose flyers? 

.JL __ oan·'-t s-oc O· roason- FhY tho J npo.ncso killed 

thos e cnptivos~ 

CAPTAIN\ EBSTER: You mcy cross oxc..mino. 
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CROSS EX.AIIINATION 

Q· ' (By Captain Reel) Was there a prisoner of _war camp on , 

Batahas Island? 

A There was, I . think, .not exactly _a ·_pr·i~on•r ot' w~·-'cqp 

over there. 

Q Well, were there any other prisoners on the !sland, 

other than these three? 

A No, sir. 

Q. Now, do you lmow, or did you hear about a Capt in 

Valones? 

A . I do, sir. 

Q You do lmow him? 

A I don't know him personally, nor have I a n him, but 

I heard his name. 

Q And who was he? 

A He was, according to my lmowledge, h was one ot th 

officers or the USAFFE in Batan Island, and after th fall. .._ . 

of Bataan he fled into Batan Island; he returned to his 

island. · · 

Q And what was he doing at Batan Island? 

A Well, after the incident of Batan Island, I d idn •t 

lmow what he was doing, nor I lmew him. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts to inquire 

if this line of questioning bears any connection with the 

Bill of Particulars under consideration• 

. CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: In what way? 

CAPTAIN REEL: We have information, sir, that captain 
. 

Valones ,and another person ab9ut whom I am going to as_k, 

-
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were en~aged in guerrilla .activities on the islan4; and· it 

may be -- we are not sure, . but will seek to develop -- ~bat 

the reasons for the charges -and .execution ot the pris·oJ?-era · 
. . 

was that they were 1n co?tac_t with· Captain .Valones_and co-
J 

o~erated with. him in guerrilla activitie·s. 

CAPTAIN VIEBSTER: Sir, _may lfe have .the witness estab

lish the time of this so-called ~erri11a activity? 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The .Commission will permit Defense 

to explore this subject very briefly. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir •. 

Q (By Captain Reel) Did you hear of Lieutenant Habel? 

A No, sir. 

Q Had you heard that Captain V&lopes h d been en aged 

!n guerrilla activities in Batan Island? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you hear, or have you any information to the 

effect that after their cap .ure the American prisoners had 
._ 

been 1n touch with Captain Valones? 

A I don't know, sir. 

Q Now, who was Lieutenant Shojiro Nakamura? 

A I don't know also him. 

Q You never heard of him? 

A Well, I might have heard, his name is not -- he 

is not close to me. 

Q All right. Now, I said that you were 

ordered to interview the American prisoners. Who gave you 

that order? 

A It was Captain Sakasegawa. 

Q Did you get any orders from General Tajima relative to 
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-~ interviewing these prisoners? 

A No, sir. "' 

Q Did you get any o:rders !l"om General Tajima i:~lative to 

. witness~ the .x~cution? J 

A No, . sir • . 

Q Did you ever Have any orders at all _.t'rom General 

Tajima with regard to this incident?. 

A So tar I don't recall. 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: May _I ask another question, sir? 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Webst~r) In th intervie'.·1s which you h d 

with those American captives, did they discuss or qua tion 

them as to being guerrillas? 

A I beg pardon, sir? 

(Question read.) 

Q (By Capt in Webster) Do you understand the question? 

A I don't get it. 

Q Did you say "No"? 

A No; sir. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Was his answer "No," to the question, 

or that he didn't understand the question? 

(The record was read by the reporter as follows: 

"Q (By Captain Webster) Do you und~rstand the 

question? 

"A I don't get it. 
11 Q Did you -say .'No'? 

'~A No, sir.") 

Q (By Captain W~bster) Were the Americans accused of 
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being guer~illas? 

A I don't lmon about that ma~ter. 

CA:eTAIN \JEBSTER: That is all. 

CAPTAIN REEL: ~e further question. 

- . RECROSS' EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Reel) ~ere you the only inte~preter on 

the island? 

A Not exactly. There was one who v,ent together nith 

me from Manila, _and also there were three or four who 

could speak English . 

CAPTAIN RE~L: Will the reporter read just the 1st 

few nords of that answer, after "three or four"? 

THE REPORTER: • there were three or four who" • • 
•could speak English." 

Q (By Captain Reel) They were there before you ot 

there? 

A They were there before. 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The witness 1s dismissed. , 

(Witness excused.) 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission nill be 1n r ecess 

for approximately ten minutes. 

(Short recess.) 
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GENER:L REYNOLDS: Tho Commission is 1h sossion. 

You c~y proceed• 

. C · PT/IN WEaSTER: . The next ..-,1 tn~ss, pl as.a. 

· FILEtiON C' STILLEJOS 
. . 

collod a s r' \71. tnoss on behP. lf ·of the Prosecution, having been 
. . 

first duly sworn, wns exer-1ned nnd testified as f ollows: 

· DIRECT EX/JaN; TION 

Q (By Captain Vebs.ter) What is your nnmo? 

A Filenon Costillojos. 

Q Your age? 

t Forty-three years old. 

Q Your nationality? 

A· I beg your pardon, sir? 

Q l re you a Filipino? 

1. Yes, sir. 

Q V' herc do you live? 

l I live in Basco , Batanos. 

Q ThPt is on Batan Isl~nd? 

A Yes, sir. Bat~ncs . rslnnci . . . 

Q J.nd is thet pAr t of the Philippine Islands? 

A The last northern part of tho Philippine Isl nds. 

Q Were you living in Besco, Batan, in Nove ber of 

1944? 

li Yes, sir • 

.Q Did . you see at that timo any J,rnoricrin aviators 

held ~s prisoners of war by the Japanese? 

/1 Yes, sir • 

. Q How many did you see? 

4 Throe of them • . 



Q Do you know when they came to Bnton Island? 

A I beg your pardon, sir? 

Q When did thos e . three A~oricans cooe to Batan I$land? 

·A It was · in the early pnrt of November. Nov.ember .4th. 

Q Of 1944? 

L 1944. 

Q Hon do you know they came to Baton t thnt time? 

A ~ccording to wha t they s id, to what I hocrd, they 

wore -- they rowoo in a rubber boat . 

Q How do you know they c .me t hero inc rubb r bot? 

·J1 Because I s rr1 the rubber bo v. t in tho Provincial 

Building of Batanes Isl<nd . 

Q ;Vh~t kind of a rubber boat wns it? 

A It wns n sr,<' 11 ·rubber boat . 

Q How l .rgo ~os it? 

A Two nnd n holf by ~~dth nnd nbout three or four 

~ct ers in l eng th. 

Q Did it have ony ma rkings on 1t? 

A Yes, s1:t. I t was on. th e side of tho rubber boat . 

Q v·hot wore tho ro rkings? 

J~ "U.s. : .• 11 

Q Did you s ec th~t rubber boo t? 

A I sow it person~lly. 

Q Did you s ec it i n the early p0rt of ~ovomber, 1944? 

11 I s r-.v: it c-.bout fift oon dc>.ys aft er the execution of 

the t meric~n fli ers. 

Q Did you l o~rn the nane s of any of thos e three 

A~eric~n fli ers? 

A I know two of them. 
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Q 1¥111 you state their names? 

, J. The one prisoner who was held in fr9nt ot the 

~lo~ontnry Buildin~ ·1n Basco, his name wr s Maurice nnd 

tho supnosed C~pt~in is ~urgl:u!.. 

Q Do you spell ttiEit. B-u-r-g-h-s? 

A B-u-r-g- in some, boc£1 uso some l e tters , .r e invisibl,o. 

·But I pronounce it "ID:!t&hs". 

Q . Do you know the renk of ny of thos e 1.moricens? 
. 

A t.ccord1ng to the J A_pr nos o soldi ers, ~h! w s tho 

Captain. 

Q Did you have any convers r tions 1th eny J apancs 

officer? 

I. Yes, sir. 

Q About tho tine thos e threo Am ricens co~e thor o? 

l\. Yos, sir. 

Q Whot did he t oll you? 

l Whon I wont to look for ~Y children I f ound them 

just in front of the windov, where t he /.I!loricon was held 

prisoner. When I s aw theM I v,ent t o s ec 'f'IY children end I 

we.s able· to seo ond meet and t alk to the Captain. f,nd I 

asked him wh€thor ho likes hAmburger . He said, "Thank you 

very nuch. I appr ecir te". 

Q Well , I mern, Did you telk to ~ny J apl'nose officer 

about thos~ t mcric~ns? 

1, Yes, sir. 
•

Q Whot w~s tho nnme of the Japanese 0fficer? 

L He 1s Captc. in S?.kascgaw~ of the General Tajima 

Garrison, 

Q ; You me~n the ge.rrison of Gencrol Ta jima? 
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,
Yes, sir. 

Q What did that J apanes e C~ptein tell you? 

A Before -the -- the third night whon tho hMoricrns 

Arrived there~ ~et Captain Sakasegawa in y sister's house 

e.nd I asked hir.:, ~"''hn t are they g~i~ to do with . the 

/.J11crican fli ers?" He ~old t10 that Colonel Yokoyama sny 

th~t they may be ~ent to nnila cs war nrisonor$. · 

Q Did you know or hecr tho tine thrt tho first 

AMcricrn w skilled? 

/, The first /.mericen was killed -- I don't kno the 

ti~c , but I hoard it. 

Q -Which one w.- s the first killed? .. 
l The young est one who wes stetioned in the hous e r 
Cors? Sabana in Basco. 

Q Was he also h ld by soldiers of Gene r 1 Te jiv.a? 

Yes, sir. 

Q ~'ho wns - the second r.1,. n killed? 

A Thc ' socond ~an killed VR S the Captain. 

Q Did yoµ see th o Captpin on tho day .he was killed? 

f. Tho night before :1c was killed I s w Captnin 

8?.kas e griwn and I asked him, " ¥hy is :t t that _the Acerican 

fli ers killed?" Cc- ptain Sakasegewa sey "There is P. tolegrara 

by General Yamashita (pronounced Yo-ma-SHEE-ta) to Gen r e l 

Tajima -to kill all the /,mcrican prisoners in the Philippine 

Islands." 

CJ.PT · I N REEL: Sir, I w111 a sk thf.' t the t go out 

as hcnrsny three times removed. 

C/PT !- IN ·.-=EBSTER: Sir, I believe t1¥>t it is importflnt 

to this cc.se. I further believe ttr t t }·lfs w1 tness will 
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stete tblit an0thor officer told hirn tho same thing. 

C!.P.TJ\ IN REEL: 'Ne ,;.,ill nsk thl-,t t.Mt· .go .out, if
.J 

tJ.'ltl t is so. ·. It is ·ho rsey 'thr ee tines ret1oved. Wo feel 

th£: t it is entirely· incor rpetent apd projudieipl •... 

G?.NER,' L BEYNOLOO: Tho obj ection of Couns el 1s not 
' 

sustrined. 

Q (By Ccpt in Webster) as the J r.p nes o offic er~ t 

t old you that n r onbcr ot Genera l Tnjime 's (?OmMand? 

A It 1as the cqmrand or Gener al Yamashitll (pronounced 
' 

Ya- ~o-SHEE-ta) to General Tnjirna. 

Q Vlhet was th u name of the Jap .nes e officer thet told 

you that? 

A CeptPin Sokasega a, Lieutenant Goto , and to enlisted 

Japanes e soldiers• 

Q The first non tbtt told you thr t es just bef or e 
-

tho tmericen Captnin w~s killed? 

A It w~ s bef or e th e day of the executi on , ~nd 

Li~utenant Go~o -- I osked hi~ ~.ftcr t he execution _alr eady ; 

e lso the two -enlisted Japane se s oldiers. 

Q Vell , the first time ·you wor e told tlw t Wl,l~ the day 

befor e the C~pte in was k i lled? 

11 Yes; sir. 

Q .And was that 

A That is' 

Q Was t r.e t after the first f,mericen wa s killed? 

A Yes, sir. 

9 Now, did you see the l~crican Ce.ptain being t~kon 

to the . place of execution? "· 

.A No, sir. · 
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Q Did you s ee ·1my or the /.mericans being taken b~ the ·. 

Japanese? 

. /1 . Yos_, sir • . 

Q •Who wa·s · tbc first ono you snw? ..•,~ c~pta1n BurEtJ> of the United States Arny. 

Q And who t ook hia? 

A The Japenose soldiors accompanied by Interpretor _--

Interpretor Otani end followed by Liouten~nt Got o with 

Interpretor Kowachi, 

Q ./he o did you soe thoo? 

I s~w theb ~rom tho cell going north ost t o -- t o 

the town . 

Q Did you see c.ny of them when they r eturned? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Whom did you see? 

One of t he enlisted men who oxocuto him -- vho 

killed him. 
....... 

Q How do you know th t enlisted man lr11lod the Cept i n? 

· A I Cc"llec;i him end· I se.w blood steins on his l oft 

shoulder And I nsked hi1-1 11 1.root 1s this blood stain?" He 

say thet he was tho one -- he was one of the soldiers who 

1:;xecute or killed tho Capt in of the United Str-tos J.rmy. 

Q Did you t alk to Licutenent Goto aftor thct xccution? 

I. Yos, sir. 

Q . And what did Lieutenant Goto tell you? 

A He- told r-10 thRt "It is the order of General Yana-

shit'=' (pronounced Ya-r:a-SHEE-ta) to Gener~l Tajima." 

C/..PT1,I N REEL: Sir, we object. We have here a 

witness telling of tho steter!emt of a s econd. r::an who tells 
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of the order of a third man to c. fourth r.ian. we think 

thc!t is highly inco~petent. 

GENER: L 7 EYNOLI)S: T~ ob jeotion or Couns ol :t;'s . not 
l . .---... .sustai_ned. Prooeed. · · . ' 

. . 
Q ' (By Coptnin· 1."11ebs te;r) '.'la s the-_ordor which ·you just 

. nentioned e.n order to execute !mcrican pr-1sonors of WC1 r? 

THE l!IITNESS: I beg your pardon, sir? 

C/PTI IN 'VSBSTER: Will you r ead it? 

(Quest_ion read) . 

THE WIT:NESS: v/111 you pleaso r epeat 1 t ng_ein? 

(Question read ~goin) 

/. Yes, sir. 

Q (By Capt t:.i in ..'obs t er) Now, did you talk t o th 

two enlisted nen about t he snnc thing? 

A Yes, sir. .. 
Q Do you r ecall their nanos? 

I I do not know their naoes but .___I CPn point out if 

. they ere here. 

Q Did thoy · tell you the .s ~oe thing? 

A Yes, sir. 

Cl PT/ I N)'REEL: Object and nsk the t th o nnswer now 

in be stricken. 
. 

GE~:ER/L REYNOLDS: The objecti on is not sustnincd . 

Q (By Captoin i' ebst.::r) Wlll't did - tho two enlisted men 

tell you?_ 
. 

·· A They told ne that "All prisoners" -- "f r;:er:tc~n 

- prts_onors· of war in the ?hilippinc Islands will be killed.". 

C .PTf,IN WEBSTER: You I!lay cros s-oxar.1ine. 

\ \. 
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CROSS-EX/ IN: TION 

Q (By C~ptc-.in Reel) Where do you live, Mr .. CPstilloJos? 

THE 1.IJ:TNESS: 1.1111. you please rcpe£\t 1 t a gain? 

(r_uostio11 rcc1.d) 
..• 

J1. In Br.sec ; BatPn~s. 

Q (By C ptnin Roel) · ere you thoro r ll during tho 

occupation by the Japanese? 

/. Yes, sir. 

Q l!}d did you collabor r! tc and v,ork ii th tho Jopanc a 

while they \1cro thor o? 

1~ I wrs t old t o run the -- Tho J pen s c· t old r)y wifo 

to run a priv&tc rost urant. 

Q Privoto whe t? 

REPORTE"' CONKI,I N: "Res t aurent". 

Q (By Cr. ptoin eel) !: nd did you? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q And hPvc any ch~rgcs b oon nado gninst you f or 

collaborntion? 

A i ro, sir . 

Q ·Aro you out on bail a t the pres ent tine? 

TTI~ ':',' ITN SS : I beg your pardon? 

( Q_ucs tion read) 

/. . Yes, sir. 

Q (By Captain Reel) ~ero you intcrpod et Now B1libid 

Prison? 

THE 'VITNESS : I beg your pardon? 

C!PT! I N REEL: Will you re::id it, please? 

(Que·s tion rend) · 

. No, sir. 
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Q (By Captain Reel) Were you intornod at 11 prior. 

to being lot 0ut on boil? 

THE VTITNESS: l con' t understand the quostioh. 

(Q~cstion r ead ) 
• . ' THE 1.'ITNESS: . ·Excuse rio Age1n. I crnnot undorstend 

very woll. 

CtPT/IN ..'~EBSTER: Sir, I -don't bolievo this witn ss 

knows the moaning ot "bail". It thE\ t wi 11 bo clarified, 

I think it ~ight hcl~ in an,w ring it . 

GENER: L.REYNOL.00 : Very well. Devel op it El little 

r.1ore. 

Q (By Captnin Roel) Do you kn whtl t I r1c"n whon I 

se.y 11 /.r e you out on bail?" 

A "Bail?" 

Q Yes. 

A I w~s not -- I w~s acver bailed. 

Q You were not out on bail. or o y u cvor interned 

after the J~pancse left? 

A I .. w s Pc lways in B sco, Batnnos, 

c;r Now, \lhnt wns your business in J3: :3c0. '( Rwming this 

r es tf.luront? ' 
., 

·A I run the restaurant about three nonths only. 

Q How often did you ~ 0 0 C ptain ~nkn scg~wc? 

/. I know CaptRin Snkas cgnw~ well bcccuse I eluays . 

Meet hin. 
, .. 

Q Do you know hir. pretty well? 

A I always 'tl.c,.e.t hir.1 in 
i',

Besco, in the h0use of ny sister. 
~ 

Q 
l 

And hor,r often did you poet h11. ? 

A I meet him sornetiroos onc0 n dny. 
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Q 1nd did he live in your sister's house? 

/. No , sir. 

- Q Just a friond; is thet right? 
. 

A , Ho is o fri ond of My sister's·. 

Q J.nd docs Coptain. &ekas cgDwe · spo~k. ~nglish? . J 

A Littl0. 

Q l little? 

A Littlo. 

Q And did you :.i lk to hie in his "l 1ttlo" Bnglish? 

A I tAlked to hin in Br.tan di loot or son ti s 

Nippon-go. 

Q Betnn nd Nippon-go? 

,. (No r esponse ) 

C!J~T:IN REEL: ,,.'hat, er those Mnos, ploc.s ? 

(1 nswor r ol" d) 

(By Captnin Reel) he t is "Nippon-go"? Is thc. t 

tho Jnpancsc language ? 

J. J apanos o languog • 

Q /1.nd c:m you spark J1"'cpn11cse? 

A I con underst nd n little. 

Q You can understand e littl0J 

J.. Yes , sir. 
-

Q Cnn you speak Jnpt\nes e? 

h I speak little. 

Q Have you ever been in J ~pan? 

h I have not been in Japan. 

Q mJboro did you l c~ rn the little J opcncs c thnt you 

speak ~nd understand? 

A In Basco , BPtanes among tho Jnpnnosc soldiers. 
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Q So_ thr.t ·~11 yoµ lc~rnoo W7lS . ihet you l earned frqm 

the Jtpanose soldiers .bout tho_ Jopnnos e langUE1go·; is that 

right? Strike :t}lat out• 

. /i.ll tho Japnnosc .lang~gc you-kno\1 -you 10 rnod fron 
, . 

tho J ap.~nos 0 _soldiors r :ts that correct? · 

/ , Yos ~ sir.· . .. 
Q How l ong wor-o the Japanese s o°Idiers in Be.-tancs 

Island? 

A The first oft o l nst ~onth of th yeer 1942 

Jepencse· navy soldiers ceno t o Bat~nos t o occupy th isl nd, 

~.nd then by 1944, in Fcbrur ry -- iri th m·,nth of Fobr ry -

J ppene s o r y soldiers ~rr1ved. 

Q Now, wher 11ero you w.hori Crptain S:1kt1s0 t old 

you About tis t olegreo the t supposedly c .mo fro~ Gt nor 1 

Yama,hita (pronounced Yn-M1SI!I-ta) to On r el Tcjiin? 

A I was in the h ouse of ey sister. 

Q t.nd did you h vc a long talk with Captain 

Sakas egawa ttwt rtight? ~ 

I: No , sir, 

Q Just tell us what you said and what ho s nid. 

THE . !I TNSSS : P~rdon? 

(Question r eAd) 

THE ~.'.ITrTESS: In · the Engllsh? 

c; PT/ I N REEL: ·vell, surely. 

L I nsked M.n 11 :/hy 1s it thnt the l1r.icricen s 0ldicrs 

kUl0d?" J,nd he told us that -- Ho told r.c th~t it is --
• 

General Tajima r eceived e telegraa fron Gencr ~l YDna shita 

(pronounced Ya-~a-SHEE~ta) thrt ~11 AncricP.n soldiers in · 

the Philippine Islands will b~ _killed • 
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Q lnd _is that exactly mint ~r.a said as ncr r as you 
. . 

c~n r ocolloc~ it? 

Yes, sir. 

Q lnd wns th~t s~id in English 6 Br.ton di alect or 

J ~ponoso? · 
. ,. .He sp_ok 1 t tvro th.cs; ·1n . t ~n dia.lcct 'and in 

Nippon-go. 

Q Ho spoke 1t twice? Once in B tan diel ~ct nd once 

in J apanes e ; is tha t right? _ 

t. Yos·, sir. 

Q Did you ask your quosti<:>n t wi ce , too? 

/1 No , sir. 

Q You just Asked tho· quostion rm h g~vv you t ,o 

answers? 

A Yes, sir . B ccus o ny sistor -- ny nie~ rskcd her 

in Nipryon-go. 

Q W~ s your nioco th r at th time? 

t. Yes, sir. ._ 

Q · 1.nd wh:. t i s her n mo? 

i~ · By th e n e.r.io of Puri t a D'1rsonA. 

Q , 111 you spe:i..l thl' t for tho r portor? 

l P-u-r-1-t-e B-a-r-s-n-n-a~ 

Q Thrt is her l ast naoe? 

J. Yes, sir . · 

Q Or is that both na r:10s? 

Purita Be.rsana. 

Q Is the.t both naoes? 

!. Yes, sir. 

Q Wher e is she now? 
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.. 
l She is in Base~, BetP.nea. 

Q How old is she? 

A Sho ·1s nine teen years old in Februr.ry. 
~ . 

Q .7t'.s e.nybo_dy . e lso thcr o at -t ho t1r.:e? 
.--; .. 

A My sister. · t:y cldor - sister. 

Q t'1hn t is h r nt' no? 

l Maravilla Ces tille j os ; M- a-r- ~v-1~1-1-a 

c-a-s-t-1-1-l-e-j-o-s. 

Q lll right. Haravillo Castillejos . l hyl.>ody clso 

thor c nt the t ir'!c? 

l Some ot ny r el atives. 

Q How -~ny? 

- l - Two ~ore . 

Q Give us the ir nncos~ 

l Mariano Bor sane , tho husband; --

GENERt.L P.c.YNOLDS : The Cor.~ris sion int )rrupts . 'Vhr.t 

is th
\ 

e purpos e of ~11 this? 

C-PT ' I N BE: L : The purpose , ir , is find out who 

wn~ present. 

G~NER:'. L "REYNOLDS : /,nd onco you he.vo tha t inforcl'-

tion what vnlue would it Mve? 

c,·PT. IN REEL: Well , we hevc hod , ne xp r. r:t cnce in 

this cas e , sir,. wh r e n witnc s~ testifi ed to r. 5:)r,ewhet 

siniler conversa tion rnd ~untioncd one other pers on \'/ho 

was present whor., ho thrmght was do~.d-. \"'e found thr t ho 

w~s alive and we brought hin in and showed tho Conr:ission 

th". t t l r t testi r,;ony wes not true . 

M/' JOR KERR: Sir, I object t o thc. t c 0r--:r'ent. That 

is a question for the COLir. :ission to dc t er r) ine v:h P. t it s howed. 
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l-lerely obtaining testinony contrary to the t of · the 

previous wi_tnoss docs not show thr t w~ t sor.1obody else · 

s id -wes -not · true. 

G:'::N~R/.l, · EY OLDS: That cor.1J1ent is s riewha t ·out qf 

ordor. You prop_ose to br_ing tho~c. \71 tn csscs here? II 

thr.t tho purpose ? 

CJ.PT .IN REEL: f!c r:o.y , sir. 1'!0 MY r oque·st sub-

poen~s for nll of thcr . It is so thing thct o ould -
wish to c .nsidor. 

Gr.:!l-r~:R · L P3'YWOLOO : Thoro Vi ~s ono n no in process 

of · -presenta ti on r- n :· thrit one ne.t o r.'e.y be included . 

C-' PT: I i n .. L: I beg Y?Ur l)llrdon , sir. 

GENE"q , I, r.zYNOLDS: You r·:-.y finish .thr '"ltl nn .. o thet 

the witness ~P.s giving a t tho tine we intorruptod hi . • 

C,' PT/ nr R:::!:EL : Sir, I bEllicve hr, SE-' id thr there 

v1oro two r olr.tivos and I WC'.s asking hin h e IW. e s of the 

two 0f then. · 

Gi' ER/.L ""' EYNOLDS: Y u ' cl ~ finish the mo nr .o . 

C: PTl.-IN RE:::L: J.1~ right, sir . 

Q (By Cc1pt::·1n Roel) ~Vill you giv us the nan of 

one of tho t Ho r ~l t1vos who w s pres ent? . 

q Hou do you spell tb~t first nnne? 

~-n-r-i-c-n-o ·B-a-r-s-a-n-a . 

Q How old is he? 
' 

A !bout sixty-one ye~rs ol~ • 
. 

Q lll right. Now, CFpt~in SE:'kasegmm, as I undorstf.lnd 

i. ~ t, r.nde this ·statci:ien t twice: once ·in B, t c1n di~ l cct nd 

once in J epanes e in ensv:er to your ques tion. Is th2. t cqrr ct? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q /.nq those two statements wer e r-ade 1,n front of the 

witnesses wh~se na0es you have given us; is tha t . correct? 

THE WitNESS : -I beg your pardon? 

C,' PTi IN REEL: 'Nill you read 1t? 

(question r eod) 

A Yes, sir. 

Q (By Coptain Reel) Whore did you s oc Li outonant 

Got o? 

A I not Li eut~nant Goto in ny house . 

Q In your house . Did Y?U know him pretty iCl1? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was ho a fr equent visitor t o ·your hous? 

THE ':t!TNESS: Pardon? 

(Question r e d) 

A No , _sir. 

Q (By C~pt~in Ro el) How did he happen t o b e.: at y our 

hous e? 

he wants he WAntod to s ec 

~bother ho has SJnc thing t o oat. 

Q Had he evor been thorc before? 

A -Yes, fir. 

Q Th sane r eason? 

A Yes·, sir. 

Q You elways gave him sor:13 thing to cat? · 

A S0~eti~cs no. 

Q f.nd tell us as n ar ns you .c~n recollect it just 

woot you s ~id end what he s~id on that occAsion? 

A I asked him in Nippon-go, "Why is it th r->.t the 
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t.mcri ctm fli ers killed?" And ·ho told nc 1n Nippon-go 

tlut t II It is ordcr0d by Genera l Ynr.iashi ta (pronounced 
- . 

· ya-F-~ -pHEE-ta) to Gonornl Tajica th~t ~11 tcer1ccn 
. . 

pris on ers will be killed"'°in tho Philippine t~l nds". ·· 
. ,, . . 

111Q . Ho sa.id .11 . Aocricr.n prisohor-s in tho Philip ine 
' 

Islands .will be killed"; is thet correct? 

1. Yes, sir . 

Q You ar c suro thAt that w~s h!s st t oT"IOll t in Japanos o? 

A Yes , sir • . He said . 

/' 

" 

I 
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Q Will._you tell us at this time, 1n Japanese, jUst uhat 

Lieutenant Goto said, as near as you can recollect it? . 

A I asked him like this: "Dare hanash1 American heitai' 
•. 

patay. 11 
; 

Q And tha~ is .what you asked? - .. --~ 
A Yes, sir. 

Q And what did he ansitor? 

A He ans,1ered, "Yamashita" (pronounced Yama•SHEE-ta) 
. . 

11 taisho koro" -- that means, I believe, "by t1iro·1 
11 and 

"Tajima mina American heitai patay, Philippines ." 

Q . Is that all? 

A Yes, sir~ 

CAPTAIN REEL: .fill tho Interpreter tell us \7hat his 

interpretation of thoso t,10 statements is? 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you have him repeat it 

again, slowly?· 

CAPTAIN REEL: At the rcquost of the Interpreter, 

will ·you please repeat both of those statements very slouly, 

so the Interpreter can get it? 

THE WlT~S: r ask him like this: "Dare hanash1 

American heitai patay, 11 and he ansitor me, "T isho Yamashita" 

(pronounced Yama-SHEE-ta) "kore; hanashi taisho Tajima m1na 

American -heita1, Philippines, patay. 11 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Now, see if this is rig~t: 

"Dare hanashi American heitai batai. 11 

THE r!ITNESS: Yes, sir. 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Is that correct? 

THE WITNF.SS: Yes, sir. 
-

COMMMmER BARTLETT: -That last word? 
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THE WITNESS: Yos, sir . . 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: "Batai"? 

THE VIITNESS : 11 Patay. 11 

COMMANDER ·BARTLETT: He ansuered, ".Taisho Yamashita 
..,. 

. . .. 
(prono~cod Yama-SHEE-ta) koro hanashi .tais~o ~~ji=a _mina 

Americ·a hci.tai batai"? · ' 

THE ~!ITNESS: Yes, . sir "Phili_ppines. 11 • 

COMHANDER BARTLETT: "Philippinos batai"~ 

THE 'IITNESS: "American hoitai; mil'la American heitai 

Philippinos •11 .. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, before this is trtmslatod I would 

lik~ to ask the witness whether the timo that he heard 

Captain Sakosega,·1$ speak, whether he said the sru:no thing. 

Q (By Captain Roel) Did· C ptain Sakesegana., \'1h n ho 

spoke Japanese, say the same thing that Lieutenant Goto 

said? 

A I -- yes , sir. -

Q No changes that you co.n think of? 
"-,

A He spoke in Japanese; he ans,·1orod my nioco in· Japan-

ese lo.nguage . · 

Q And it vras the same vords 

The same words. 

CAPTAIN REEL: All right. 

COMMANDER BllR,TLETt: "Dare hannshi American heitai 

batai" means -- the words ·, not idiomatic -- they mean, 

"Who talks American soldier," and "batai" is not a v,ord I 

r ~cognize as Japanese. It may be, but I haven't had time 

to look it up. 

The answer, "Taisho Yamashita (pronounced Ya-MASH-ita) 
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oonris 11o·tmornl Yru.mshi~a (pronouncod Y~_-M/'~H-1to.) korc; 

'thi..s' ··- ho.nru,hi, •talk ' -- Taisho, 'G~ncr~::.·, Tajioa -

oina, 'o.11' -- /u'.ler!eo.n hoi~n1, ' iwcricnn sold1ors', -

Philippines · bo.tni. 11 lt should bo noted tho.t th ordqr _· or 

words in l:>oth sentences is. not ~diooctic, o.nd ..tho.t · I hnvo 

never heard .a. Japanose 'put · tho \10rd •iGonoro.1 1
11 ::.r any othor -

. ~- ' . 
.title . betor.e ~ho no.no , r ather tho.n o.ttor tho nae, • . 

CJJ>TA.IN REEL: ·1as the V10rd II soldior" in th ro, 

r o.thor tho.n "prisoners"? 

COM! Lr.NDER BARTLETT: Tho \:lord was "h 1t ~ 1," hich 

ooo.ns "soldier," or "soldi or c ," end 1s not confined· to y 

brmich of tho sorvico. 

CAPTJ.IN REEL: M--.y I c.sk ot this t11.o , sir, in o.d

dition to th stato1ont · of tho Intorprotcr, thot t o r ecord 

shov, that tho wi tnoss pronounc d tho • ccusod ' s n o nith 

the o.ccont on tho socond to tho lost syllable "Yaoa-SHEE-

ta,11 cs ha.ving coco fron both or tho ::> t ficors to uho ho 

t alked. 

MAJORJ{ERR: If I r ucall corr ctly, sir, on~ 10 ho 

11called it 11 Ya-W.SH-ita , 11 and . Qthor tine 11 Yooa-SHEE-to. . 
I 

Ao I corr ct in th.it? Th~t 1s oy r ecollection . 

C,\PTAIN REEL: I.do net bcliovo so . I listonod to it 

carefully; it has beon 11 Yooa-S1IEE-to." ovory tino. Tho 

Int rprotor (?Orrectly pronounced it "Ya-MASH-it ci ." 

Ml..JOR KERR: Si·r, pay the r ecord o.lso sh ::.m, tho.t the 
¢.._ 

first tine this ,·,itness stc.tcd th:.it conversation in .' the so-

cnlled "Nippon-go, 11 ho put tho "Goncr .::.1 11 after tho 

11 Yooo.shitn11 (pronounced Ya-MASH-ita), or "Yc.nashito.11 

(pronounced Yooa--SHEE-ta), nho.tovcr it mis . The second 
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time he reversed the order, so that he ·hci.s stated it both 

uays. 

CAPTAIN REEL: I think the -record is. clear., sir, flhnt 

the ui tness has spoken in Jap~ese; the Interpret er hos 

nritt.eri it do,·m to translate it. ilo u~ll r t that par-t or 
the r ecord ~omplet ~ itself. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Co~issio~ attcchos ·~o grq3t' 
significance to the discussion. W.e 1111 proc o~ . 

CAPTAIN REEL: Can \7e nt this time , s1: , have tho 

Interpreter give us the Japanese expression for "pri oner 

of war"? 

CO ANDER BARTLETT: The most commonly used 1ord tor 

"prisoner of vmr" is "horyo. 11 

Q (By Captain Reel) Non , Y1hen you talltod to tho two 

enlisted men, do you lmow -uho they ·,ore? 

A Yes, sir. 
,, 

Q Do you lmow their names? 

A I do not lmo\7 their nrunos. 

Q Non , are you sure they vrere enlisted men? 

A Beg pardon? 
..._ 

~Q .\re you sure they ,.,ore enlisted men, not officers? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q did they tell you exactly t same thing that 

Co.ptain and Lieutenant Goto told you? 

A 

Q tho samo? 

A the samo •. 

Q And they spoke Japanes e , too? 

A They spoke n Japanese, too. 



Q- And they spoke 1n ·tho samo kind or Japanese that the 

others, that Captain So.lro~cg~mi and Lioutc.nnnt Got~ spoke? 

· A They spoke -- I believe that is the "bo.mboo" Japanese. 

Q Did tho enlisted men toll_you hou they knon of a tele-

gra~ from General Y~hita. to Gener~l ~ajima? 

A Thoy. told mo only that _it is ordorod by General 
I 

Yamashita (pronounced Yama.:.sffm-ta) to Gcnornl Tajima DY 

telegram. 

Q They d:l.dn't toll you ,rhothor they saw the telogl_'am? 

A No, sir. 

Q One more thing: Was there o. prisoner of r,ar garrison 

on· Batanas Isl:md? 

A Beg pardon? 

Q Vas .there a prisoner of nar camp or garrison on 

Batanes Island? Strike that put; I uill try to phraso it 

so you can understand it. 

Asi~.c from thos o three prison(?rs of war, wor e there 

any others, any other prisoners of war, on Batnnas Islnnd? 

...__A During that time 

Q Yes. 

A Thero nas none. 

Q Thero \'las no prison camp on Batanes Isl~nd, ,;,o.~ · thoro? 

A There is none. 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all . 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: May I ask tho Interpreter if there 

is ·any other Japanese word manning "prisoner of war"? 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Thero is. I am now looking it 

up. The other word listod in Creawell's 141.litary Dictionnry 1! 

ti fU't'f,0 • II 
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CAPTAIN "fEBSTER: Are there any other words? 

COMMANDER . BARTLETT: Thor~ ·ma.y ·be; I ~o not know of 

them. I have not- learned one in throe yea-rs of talking 

nith them. 

CAPTAIN V{EBSTER: . Do you lmo\7 anything about the word 

for "prisoner -of uor" in 'w7hat they coll libamboo" .1:i.pnneso? 
. . . . -· 

' . 
COMMANDER BARTLETT: I do . not knon "~ambno~ Japanese~ , 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Collim1ss1on int9rrupts. 
. . 

In vieu of tho circumstancos attending tho arrival ot 

th0s0 prisoners of 1ar on tho island in question, tho 

Commission considers tho discussion of details, language, 

location of othor prisoner of war camps, to be irrelevant; 

a.nd directs that the ques tioning of this nitnoss on thoso 

subjects be torminatod . 

CAPT/IN WEBSTER: Tha.t 1s all. 

(Witness excus ed.) 

.,. . 
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C/J>'rJ.IN V!EBSTER: Thc.t concludes thc1 ovidonc.o ori 

tho.t pc.rl'.gr~ph 7 of th~ Bill of Po.rticulc.rs , · c.nd the 

noxt thc.t y,c 1:JOuld · 11k.o to subttit is poro.grc.phs 117, " 

119 c.nd 121. 
' . 

· RJ~f~L BARS/ NA 

cnllod cs n nitnoss-· on bohlllf ~-f the: Pros9cu~1on, b_?irig· 

first duly ~1orn, u~s oxaninod ·and testified o.s follows: 

DIRECT EX.t INATIO 

Q (By _Cc.ptain ·1cbstor) 

A Rnfnol Bnrsnnn . 

Q Your ngo'l 

A 42. 

Q Your nntion4'-li ty?. 

A Filipino . 

Q Where do you live? 

Q I-v-o.- n- o. , Bnt~.nes? 

A Yes . 

Plonsc sta t e your nruno. 

Q It is on Bct~n Islc.nd? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you hc.vc cny kno,1lQtlgo concerni ng the t1istront-

nont of civilio.ns on Bntcm Islc.nd? 

A I do. 

Q When did you fir st sec nny civiliD.na nistroo.tod? 

A I ru:1 not very dof'init 0 o.bout tho dutc , but 1 t 

no.s tho early po.rt of May, ·1945. 

Q Vlhnt did you sec c.t th~t tine? 

A On ny nr-.y houc frori r1y country house I sc.n sonc 

hunmn shouts, I boo.rd sonc hunan shouts, ns if in pc.in. 

' ' 
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Q Will you spank . ~ little loudor? 

h J.s if in pain. I kno,., then thnt th0rc norc 

·prisoners,. civilirui prison~rs ~ being nistroctod. In -.: 

J:!Y curiosity to fit:Jd out nhnt was going op in thnt ·· 

house I studied tho house first; 
. 

end I 
. 

fol.lll4 one dt 

the doors was open., I v,cnt to tho.t house ,..,hero tho 

door \1tls opcnod nnd tried to hid e nysolf . ·when I wo.s · 

nlr oc.dy inside of tho houso I fowid out tho door or tho 

house vms nll galvnnizod iton. I boro c. bolo in tho 

gv.lvnnized iron end pooped through it. I founc. out thot 

t,10 prison... rs norc tiod, hands behind their o ok, hang

ing fron th0 rc.ft crs of tho house . Bcsidos those t o 

prisoners, I s cm t no J c.panoso, one sitting dorm and tho 

other was stcnding . 

The ono stc.nding scened to be askin questions 

free tho priso~or, but the prisoner \'TC.snot c.ns 1oring . 

I sc.y that ho rras not ri.nsrroring, bocc.uso I sc.,·r his I:louth 

nns closed ovory -time . Thu J c.pc.nose tool~ l'. sc~ll bottle, 

tho contents of \/hich I don I t kno\1 , c.nc ho pourod tho 

contents of tho bottle on tho bac!t of tho prisoner o.nd 

lcindlcd the: fire. 

Q Thon rrha t hc.pponod? 

i In ci.bout four or f ivo seconds tho Jp.po.nciso took o. 

piece of cloth nnc1 covered the b~ck, nnd tho fire ias 

extinguished. Tho Jc.pnnosc soomod to ask also sane 

questions yet of tho prisoner. Tho prisoner closed 

his 1:1outh. 

Tho other J['.pc.ncso, · \'!ho rms sitting dovm, stood 

c.nd clubbed tho prisoner nt the: bnck of his hoc.d by n 
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pic~o of ,rood. Tho prisonor dropped his hcc.d ns if 

f e inting. Thc.t is r-.11 I snn. Thnt is 011· that I sc.n , 

si~. ~ 

9 Did they po~ any noro flui~ on thos e civilians 

other thM tho one- tioo? 

1\. I don't lmon. 

Q You did not soc then? 

A No, I ciidn I t s oc cnything •. 

Q Did you lmou the nc.nos of those civilians? 

A I do. 

Q Hill you givo their ?ll'I1os , please? 

A One is J o.nuario Vc.lonos , c.nd tho other is Sclvador 

Valonos. 

Q Now, whore noro those pr isonors nhon you sc.u thoo? 

A They \'Tero inside c. house. 

Q In ,·,hnt to,·m? 

A In Ivruw.. 

Q Bc.tnn Isl~? 

A ·Yof!, sir. 

Q Did you soo c.ny other civilic.ns oistroit od after 

thc-. t? 

A No, sir. 

Q Thr.t is nll .you sox,? 

A Th.. t is r.11 I s cm. 

Q Do you knon yrh.C'. t h..".ppcncd to tho~o t\'10 civilic.ns 

you hnvc named? 

A They \'lore killed by tho J npanos c c.ray. 

Q Hon do you lmo,·i thoy norc killed? 

A Bocnuso there wns c. tine r1hon the Jc.pancsc c.rr.iy 
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convened ell tho pooplc of cy toun to procln~ tho nnoos 

nnd \'1hy thos pr1sonors uorc killed. 

(.).. f/ho road thl\t . proclc.nnt1on? 

A Tho proclaoit~on uns r oc-.d ~y c.· J t'.pnnosc sold1or 

by tho. no.no o:f'Karmchi. 

Q Whet did hc . scy? 

1 He rend, first, the ncnos ·or thos ei prisonors 1ho · 

vroro .l'illcd, cm l n tcr ho t!old us thc.t· we nust not bo 

afrcid cny nor c bccnuso ~ll · thosc pro-1 orico.ns uor o 

killed. 

Q Hov, nc.ny nc:.oos did ho rand? 

;. I C'.n not sure about th nunbor o! th ocn uho tor 

ki llod or ,·:hose nanos noro. r oac'., but they ,1oro not loss 

thl'.n 80. 

Q ·fore the no.nos of tho tt·,o civilicns nhiph you snn 

tortured contained in that list? 

J. Yos, sir. 

Q Did you soc ~ny of those 80 killed? 

f I _ b~g your pardon? 

c:.Pt l.IN WEBSTER: Roc.d the question. 

(Question road.) 

THE \'/ITNESS: No, sir. 

Q (By Captr.in \?obstcr) And in v1hc.t tonn \·ms that 

list recd? 

l In Ivmia, B~tnn Islnnd. 

Cl.PTJIN WEBSTER: You ncy cross cxoninc. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

Q (By Cnptcin Scndborg) ~~s this J~nunrio Vnloncs 

nn ox-USAFFE officer? 
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A No, sir. 

Q Do you knou C'. CaptC'.in Valonos wh~ nns c.11 ex-

USAFFE otticor? 

A Yos,. I do. 

Q Whnt is his relation to. ~anucrio Vclonos~ 

A Ho is a brothor. 

Q Has Cc.ptr.in Vc.lon;:is tho loader or the- guorrillll.S 
u 

on Bntcn Islcnd? 

A I bog your pardon? 

Q ~os C~ptr.in Vclonos tho loader of tho guerrillas 

.on ·Batan Island? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And rms his brother o.ssocir.tod '71th hin in tho 

guorrillr. novoncnt on. Bctr.n Island? 

A I do not knn11 exactly; tho cxr.ct evidence I do not 

know, but they ·noro t elling .thl'.t this J ~uc-.rio Vnloncs 

gave food to his brother, Cnptcin Vc.lonos . 

Q Non, Yrore you c. ncnbcr f the. gu rrillc. or g".Ilizn-

tion of B~tcn lsland? 

A I ct1 not, . no. 

Q Ylerc those other 80 people nhoso ~acs ·narc ncn-

tionod, Ytoron' t they oonbprs of the; guerrilla orgcniza

t1on? 

A I bog your pardon? 

Q Yloren't those 80 people Y1hosc nc.nos wcro r oc.d off 

n~nbcrs of tho guor ~lla orgnnization? 

A I do not knou if those persons ,1cro no1:1bcrs of tho 

. gu_orrillns, beccuso I don't have any knoulodgo about·~ 
. tho guerrillas in Batanos. 
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0 Q · Is Cr.ptc.in V~loncs :still nlivc? 

L. Yes, s~r. 

ClJ>TJJ:N SANDBERG: Thnt ts etll . 

CJ\PThIN WEDSTER: Mny I ask ono noro quos~ion? 

GEN~RAL REYNOLDS:- Yos • 

REDIRECT~EL·~11INl\TION ·. . J 

Q (By Cnptdn ~.iobster) .· Did you soo c.riy ot thoso othor 

80 pcoplo ,·rhilo thoy ucro in_custody of the J c.panoso? 

A I do. 

Q Whore? 

:.. In Ivnno., Be.tr.nos. 

Q ·1orc they tied up \'/h n you s tm thco? 

• . They ri.rc c.1,·mys ti'od up. 

Q Did you soc thoo enting? 

J.. I sc.,7 thon cating~ 

Q ."'111 you doscrib how they noro cc.ting? 

A Their h!-.ndr. , or o _ tiod up like this (1ndic~t1ng) 

bchinc. thoir back nnd sitting on tho floor, cmd the food 

just plccod in front of than on th floor, end they ar o 

t old .. to get their food with their 11outh troo tho flool,'. 

_Q \"lore· they being hol d by tho J epc.noso nt thc.t tine? 

1.. No, sir . 

Q r!ho ,ms holding then? 

.a They wor e tied fron _th rafter of a house. 

·, Q Wer o thoro Jnpnncsc soldiers there? 

.. Yes , eur.rds. 

Cl ..PTAIN WEBSTER: Tho.t is nll . 

Cl~TAIN SANDBERG: The t is all. 

(1~!1tncs s excused. ) 
... 
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MARIANO BAY/i.&\S 

c~lled ns a ·witness on bchclf of the . Prosecution, ~oing 

first duly sworn, uns oxru:iincd c.nd. testified ns follows: 

' DIRECT EXAMIN TION 

Q · cBy. c~ptcin 1ebstor)· Vlhzlt 1s , your -ru:u:ia? 
' ~rinno Bnyarns. , .. 

Q Your age? 

A 39. 

Q Your mtion~.lity? 

A Filipino. 

Q Aro you from Bnsco, Bctnnos Island? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Aro you the M~yor of Bnsco, Bntr.n IslcJ1d? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long .vo you boon cnyor? 

h Since Jcnuary of 1941. 

Q . Wore you givon i. list by tho J r.pc.nose of persons 

killed by them nt Besco? 

J Yes, sir. 
. . 

Q J{or, Illl'.ny ,·,ore on thl'.t list? 

Ji. 84. 

Q r!or l'.:11 or those people killed? 

A- No, C'.ll or thorn nor o not. 

Q How mnny wcro killed? 

A 74 • . 

Q How do you kno\7 they '.voro killed? 

A Because it wns pronounced, the proclr.n~tion wns 

given to me end the list of those persons uoro in thnt 

J?J;Oclru:10.tion. 
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Q Hr.Ve you -seen those persons nhoo ~ro· listed as 

killed since thnt tinq? 

A Po.rdon no? 

CJ.PTAIN WEBSTER: Wil~ you rend t he quostion, plcns o? 

(Qucstion ·~cnd.) 

THE WITNFBS: · Yes·, sir • 

. Q (By Cr-.ptain Wobst·or) Whore dic.t you soo thoM? 

A I so.w thoti in tho hous e nhor e t hey wor o kopt 

pri.soners. 

Q Thnt is bef or e t hCJ proclm:10.t ion \Ja.s nado , 1s that 

right? 

· A Yes, sir. 

Q JJ1<1 wer e -they hol d by t ho Japnnoso at t hc.t tine? 

A ;{cs, sir. 

Q Did you s oc r.ny of thee Mi s troct ed? 

A I did not ~oo whether t h y \7or o nistrunt od , but 

I s aw they wor e suffering fron b~d troo.ttiont. 

Q Wha t mkes you think t hat? 

A Bect:'.usc I s c.n than \11th thoi hc.nds t iod behi nd , 1 
9c.ting tho1r f ood on t ho. floor \7i t hout us i ng their linnC:s 

. . 
bocr.uso· they could not us o their hands. Sona of then 

hnd broken hands, with _bruis os on their f a.cos· nnd ' sonc 

of then, one of then , ho.d no norc eye . 

Q Ucs his oyo out? 

!. Yo's, sir. 

Q Did tho proclnnat1on sta t e v,hich of those people 

were kill-e·d?' . 
· A According to the proclnnation it sto.tod that sor10 

of .thcr1·r!
,_ 
cro killed c.nd sane of then wore 1nprisonod 
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bccnuso or non-coopqrc.tion uith the JC'.pano·so .artlY• 

C/J>Ti.IN ilEBSTER: You tll'.y cross ox~.nine. 

CROSS EXJ:.?iINATION . . 

Q (By Cc-.p~c1n Sr,.ndborg) V!ns thv.t proclnnntion . 

\71'1tton in Engli·sh? 

A • Beg your pc-.rdori? 

Q . Vfos thc.t proclcr:intion you r efer t o uritton in 

English? 

A Yes. 

Q Wore thos e the oxc.ot words thct ,-,or e usod? 

~·.. No, sir. 

Q . Con you rive us the oxv.ct uords? 

A I did not nonorizc the oxo.ct , ,ords ·of the proclru:to. .. 

tion. 

Q Did the proolrunction r ofor t o guerrillas? 

1.. rll:w.t? 

Q Did tho proclcnction refer t o guerrillas? 

A No, sir. 
. . 

Q Do yo\l lmo,1 £1. Cnptc.in Vclonos? 
. . 

A hftcr -- long cftcr tho oxccution t hct I hocrd 

the nt:'.r10 or Vr.loncs ,. 1 t mis long nft or. 

Q 1..nc. is Ccpto.in Velonos the loc.dcr of tho guerrillns 

on B~tan Jslo.nd? 

A Tho.t is u he. t the:y s c~d, but I don't know in roc.11ty. 

CliPT/.IN SANDBERG: Thnt is ~11 . 

Cl.PT/.IN WEBSTER : Thnt is c.11. 

C:itnoss oxcusod .) 

· \ GENERi..L REYNOLDS: The Cormiss:Lon will be in _recess 

until 1:30 P. M. this c~ternoon. 

'• 
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, . 

- -

(Vlhcreupo~, ct 1130 hours, -c recoss. \'Ins t..ikcn 

until 1330 hours, 17 Novoobcr 1945.) 
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/ J.FTERNOON SESSION 
(The trial was resumed, pursuant to .recess, ' at 1330 

hou-rs.l 

· QENERAL REYNOLDSs The Commission is in .session. 

You may prQc'eed. 

MAJOR KERRs Sir, all _the members or ·the Commission 

are present; the Accusedand Defense Counsei are present. 

We will proceed. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTERs . Sir, the evi-dence has been com

pleted on Paragraphs 117, 119 and 121 or the Bill or Par

ticulars and we should now like to present the matters 

CCl'ltaina in Paragraphs 87,94 and 95. 
The first witness. 

CW! CE V. HARTWELL 

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, bing

tirst dUly sworn, was examined and testified as followsa 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Webster) '---- Please state your name. 

A Clarence ·v. Hartwell. 

~ -Are you a member of the United States ar~ed forces? 

A I am a member of the ·united States Navy. 

Q And what is your rank? 

A Chief Pharmacist's Ma~e. 

Q. Were you at any time captured by the Japanese forces? 

A r' was captured January 2, 1942 in Manila. 

, Q Were you thereafter imprisoned by .the Japanese? 

A ·yes; 1n B111b1d Prison. 

-Q Were you held as a prisoner of war? 

A As a prisoner . of war. 
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Q How long were yDu con ined 1n Bilibid Prison as a 

prisoner or war? 

A From May 29, _1942 unt.il February 4, 1945'. 1 

9 During the time that you were . so confined ' wh~t we;re --- .. 

your duties? 

. A As a medical man· in t:He hospital staff. 

Q . In what department did you work? 

A In the hospital. 

Q Will you describe what different areas were in Bili-

bid Prison? 

·A In Bilibid Prison there was the hospita1 ·area, the 

military polic~ area, one small area occupied by Filipino 

laborers, and. an area occupied by the press. 

Q What areas did you as a member ot the hospital 
I 

staff have the ri_ght to visit? 

A Only the hospital area. 

Q Did you at any time go into the area known as the 
11 M. P. Garrison"? 

~ No, -I didn't. I was -not allowed in there. 

Q Wil-1 you ple(lse describe the 11 ving cond1 tions 1n 

the hospital area? 

A 'rhe living conditions in the hospital area were very 

poor . Sanitation was poor, grass and weeds growing all 

over the .camp . There were holes and dugouts dug for 

the Japanese to use as craters and protection against 

air-raids all throughout the area . These would fill 

up with water and allow mosquitos to breed within the 

area . 

Q During the period from October 1944 ~til the 
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time you were liberate~ abrut how many prisoners· ot war 

were confined to Bilibid Prison? 

A · About three thousand prisoners or war. 
. . .-.. ....Q· Was that the a _verage number? 

A The average ~umber was about 1800. 
. . 

Q What were the sleeping conditions . in Bilibid_Prison 

during December ot 1944 and January ot 1945? 

A In December or 1944, when we had clos to 3000 men 

in. camp, there were actually -two different areas to the 

hospital ~ompound. One was the actual wards and hospital -
area; the other was the transit camp where men from various 

other camps in the Islands would co e in on thoir way to 

Japan. · In the hospital area the men had .bunks and mat

tresses to sleep on, but in the transit camp the men were 

sleeping on the floor without mattresses and very few had 

blankets. They were sleeping so close togeth er that at 

night when they had to get up to wait on themselves they 
....._ 

would have to crawl over . quite a few fellows bofore they 

could find a spot to stand up in to walk on outside. . . . 

Q What· medical supplies, if any, were furnishe~_ by 

the Japanese to the hospital from October 1 44 until the 

time of liberation? 

A There were none furnished by the Japanese during 

that time. 

Q What medical supplies were available to the hos-

pital? 

A The supplies that we had had been furnished by 

the American Red Cross in 1943. 

Q Were those ~pplies adequate?
.\ 

2640 



., 

• 
A No, they were not. 

Q What were the deficiencies? 

A We lack~d bar~iturates, quinine and drugs used tor 

operations. 

Q Did you perform .any operations in -the hospi'tal"f 

A Yes. We had many operations at the hospital. 

Q · Were there sufficient drugs to pert<>rm those opera-

tions? 

A Not as far as the anaesthesia was concerned. We 

did not have enough to knock everyone out. 

Q What food did the Japanese furnish the B111b1d 

Prison from October. '44 until the time· of liberation?• 
A Thoy furnished rice, greens, and fishi very tew 

vegetables. 

Q What was the type or rice furnished? 

A The ~ype of rice furnished seemed to be the sweepings 

from the floor. rt· was cracked rice, hulled, and it just 
' seemed to be what they had picked up from the floors of 

different warehouses. 

Q What .type ot fruit was furnished? 

THE VJITNESS: Pardon? 

•. CAPTAIN WEBSTERs Will you r ead the question? 

(Question read) 

A There ·was no fruit at all furnished to the pris~ners 

of war. 

Q (By ·captain Webster) Were there any camotes fur-
l -

nished? 

A \ There , were camote,s furnished to the prisoners of 

war but most of them were rotten. 
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Q How about greens1 

A Greens were ~he tops ot ditterent vegetables and 

various tubers througho~t the Islands. 

Q . Was there. any ~eat_turnis~e~ at all fro~ -October 

of '44 until the time. of ttie .11ber~t1on? 

A There was no meat turnished at all. 

Q How otten did you ha,Je fish during that period? 

A ·Actual tish we had about two or thr e times a week; 

fish powder we had -about five or six times a week. 

Q · · Bow many meals were turnished the pr1~oners at 

B111bid per ~ay? 

A Two meals per day -- if you could _call their "meals". 

Q Viera they adequate tor the prisoners? 

A No, thoy were rot. It was watery ~ice , mostly starch 

consistency. 

Q During · December '44 and January '45 did the J pan se 

furnish any garbage for the pris ners to e~t ? 

A Yes, .they did~ They furnished their own garbage 

and food that they had thrown away and did not eat . 

Q Will . you describe how they furnisheq that. garbage? 

A After the Japanese had finished their meals they 

woul.d put all their leavings into a large can and they 

· would -carry this can within the compound inside the gate 

and set it down, and then let the Americans come and get 

_the · garbage. 

Q Was ·there any "chow line" at the garbage pail? 

A At- f'irst there was no "chow line". The men just 

rushed cans and grabbed whatever they could get a hold 
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of. Then there was a little system made whereby the me~ 

would stand in line to reee1ve the garbage. 

Q Would the Japanese stand aroulid and watch? 

A 'Sometimes they d1d. · 'Fhey stood around and laughed · 

and made jokes ·a·bout it. 

· Q · Back to the meat line, did ' the p·risoners.- at B111b1d 

eat any pigecns? 

A · Yes. .. They captured quite a few plgeono that uoed 

to fly into the camp. 

Q Was that a practice· or the prisoners to do that 

A rt ·wasn't a practice of all the prisoners because 

some of them cquldn't get out to capture tjlem . 

Q Ho~ about .cats? 

A Cats were eaten whenever they could be caught and 

cooked up. .. 

i Were those cooked by th e prisoners ~Y their own 

firo? 

A Yes. They were cooked by the prisone:r:s with tbeir 

own fires. 1 

Q How about rats? 

A We found some men that had been eating rats. 

Q What was the condition or the men in Bilibid Prison 

at the time of liberation as a result of this _diet? 

The men were all very weak. They had been run 

Jdown to such an extent, most of the men weighed under a 

hundred pounds. · I myself weighed 98 pounds when the 
' . ' 

Americans come in. I lost most of that from November on • 

. Q .· Were there~any protests made to the Japanese on 

_these conditio~s, to your kpowledge? 
• • ~ • l 

'· ·, 
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A Yes, there was. 

Q Vlhen were those protests made? 
...,. 

A TheY. were made many times by the Am,er~can ~ommanding · 

Officer-of' the ca.mp to the Japanese ser~eant +~ charge. _, 

Q Were there any protests made bet\een October or J 

1944 and the time or liberation? 

A Yes. 

Q What if anything was don~ on those ·protests? 

A There was not a thing done in regards to prot sts. 

Q Did the conditions at tho prison improve after the 

protests were mde? 

A · They became worse after the protests w re made. 

Q Were there any inspections, to your kno l dge, mado 

by the Japanese at Bilibid Prison from Octob r 1944 until 

the time of liberation? 

A There were no inspections whatsoev~r during that 

time. 
._ 

Q Were there any inspections made, to your knowledge, 
.. 

previous to Octobel' of 1944? 
. . . 

A Yes, there h~d been. 

Q Do you .know when they were made? 

A Each different commanding general that took over 

command of the Islands. came in and made an inspection of 

the ca~p, more or less as a matter of routine. 

Q Do you remember the names of any of those comman-

ding generals? 

A The only one I remember is General Tanaka. 

Q During the last daY.S of your stay at Bilibid did 

you observe any guns or machine-guns being emplaced in 
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or around the prison? 

A A machine gun was brought throug~ tho ·prison com-

pound on February 3, 1945 apd set up on the building just. . . 
_be·side our· compound • This building was a section ·of~the 
. 

prison a-nd was used to fire on our tor.ces-. 

Q Did the Japanese set that machine gun up at ~hat -

place? 

A Yes, they did; the Japanese soldiers . 

Q Was it used by the Japanese? 

A It was used by the Japonose. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER a You may cross examine • 

.. 



CROSS EXiJ.tIHATION 

Q (By Captnin Roel) Now, theso ·holos and dugouts in 

tho 9.:on,. whon wero ·they dug? 
. . 

A Thoy 'werc dug 1n Hovembei,, 1944~ 
. . 

Q f~d was tho · r1rst o.ir rnid in tho-Mnn1lp oroa· on or 

about the 21st or Soptombor, 1944? 

A Tho first air raid came at 9:10, Soptombo! 21, 1944. 

Q And starting Soptombor 21st woro thoro froquunt air 

re.ids? 

A Froquont air raids, yes. 

Q So that uithin o. nook or two thoron t or th dugo1ts 

and holes wore dug? 

A Thero ho.d beon some dug bofor ~hand, but tho co.jor1ty 

of them had boon dug o.nd fixed up o. t or. 
' 

Q Yus. Now, how often wore tho air r aids .o.ftor 

Septemb~r 21, 1944? 

A There v,us only one lull of a.bout throe wooks; o tsido 
<...... 

of that \'IO had more or l ess continuous air re.ids. 

Q I think you s~id tho o.vorago population of old . . . ,, 
Bilibid wo.s 1,800? 

A That is ~ight. 

Q _ And in tho latter part of October, the latter part. 

of 1944, that number incronsod, is that correct? 

A It increased th0 last nook of October to about J,000 

men. 

Q _And that was in tho tr: nsicnt area? 

A That .,.·,as in the transient . area., and that area wo.s so 

overrun thc.t no had to tnke men into the hospita1 ·compound 

and put t~em· in the unr'ds. 
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Q And tho.t iricrco.se 1n tho tronsiont· area co.mo about 

cftcr tho sto.rt of tho oir raids, is tho.t correct? 

A - That 1s correct. 

Q · N_ow, I think ' you told us thoro wore no ·modical 

supplies rurn1shcd~ \1cro .t}?.oro any ced1·eai . supplic·s :t\µ':.. , 

nishod o.t any ticc v(hilc yo~ uoro at oid B111b1d? 

A Yes, there were. ... 

Q Whon? 

A A Jo.panoso, 1n 1942, used to bring supplies 1n once 

o. month, and . 1n 1943 they cut it dorm to ·.thonovor we s,ut 

in tho request for them, and finally t~ y just stopped 

bringing thou 1n. 

Q When ,·,ere the last supplios ~oliv -rod by tho Japanoso? 

A Tho last supplies woro dolivorod o.bo t July or 1944. 

Q Now, the food situation: ·rhon did the food situation 

start seriously to dotorioro.te? 

A In Juno of 1944. 

Q Juno, 1944? 

A It started to dotcrioro.to then, yos, .sir . 

Q · Back a moment to tho quostion of tho populotion there: 

In December, 1944, ,i'cro o. largo group of .-civilian internees 

brought to the old Bilibid Prison? 

A Yos; fr-om Baguio • 

. Q About 407 of thee? 

A ! have no idea of ho~ nany there were . 

Q ,\nd was that po.rt of tho population you ho.ve described? 

A · No, sir, it uo.sn't. 

Q That nns in addition? 

A That ,ms in addition. 
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Q And do you lmou uhy they uor c brought to old Biiibid? 
. 

.\ \i!e hnd no idea why they t1or o brought do\:l?l. · 

Q Now, bQck· to tho road .tor a mocontt You said tho 

food started to deteriorate in. Juno, 1944? . 
. . 

I~ Yes. 

Q And the deterioration -was a steady ~orsening of tho 

situation rrom then on? 

A Ir.i J'uno they cut our cenls trom throo coo.ls a dny to . 

t no coo.ls o. day, but in and a.bout O~tober tho meals wcro _. 

cut to two ua.tory, starchy cools a day. 

Q And· did the situation dotoriorote stoadily t~ough 

that por~od? 

A Yus, _it did. 

Q And did it deter1orato materially aft er tho start of 

tho o.ir raids on the 21st of September, 1944? 

1\ Yes. 

Q Now, did tho Jnpo.noso pay you any oonoy \7hilo you 

wore thoro? 

i l . They po.id us .. once o. month. 

Q And d.id _tho.t continue right on through tho tioe or 
your imprisonment? 

·A No, it didn't. 

Q Vlhcm did that sto.rt and uhcn did ~hat stop? 

A They started paying us in Novocber of 1942, and they 

stopped paying us a.bout Soptomber, 1944. 

· Q Now; I think you have testified that there ucro sorio 

protests made after October, 1944. Woro there any protests 

,. 1:1ade .'b~foro October, 1944? 
'• 

A There . wero protests being mo.do ail tho timo wo v,ere 
\ 

'\· 
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in the prison camp. 

Q And the result of tho protests utis thc ·saoo? 

A Mo, sir, it .utisn!t. 

Q Well, tell -us ·vrhat hnppened... 
. . ·:-~ .. 

A Botore October, 1944, no noul~ roccivo sooo ·sor.t or 

.cooponsation for the protests . that :wo~o put in, but aftor 

that timo VIC didn •t oven got more or les·s an nns_l'ler· to our 

prot.osts. 

Q Ho,,1 often, on the ·avoro.go, . rrould tho protests go in? 

A About once a ,.,eek wo would sond in protosts. 

·Q ·Now, I w:int you to think bnclc to Soptoubor, 1944. 

Did you got ans\7ors to your prot9sts in tho v,eeks during 

?epteob~r, 1944? 

1~ I couldn't s uy exactly \7hothor lJC did or not. 

Q So tho.t you don't octin that you remonbor that distinct-

ly in tho nonth of October thoro was a sudden chango ih 

policy regarding protosts? 

A I roneober that toward the onq of the yonr tho pro-

tests ,·,ore not ..oven r cc·o~ni~ed. 

Q My question ,·io.s, you wer e not telling us that, to your . 

rooolloction, at the beginning of October _, a sharp·-title llt 

that poi_nt, there was n change in the treatment of protests? 

A I really don't know hov, to ans_'\7or tha.t, because_ I 

CC'.Il 1 t plncc that question in ay mind • . 

Q Were protests answered in November, 1944? 

~-.. 'No, they weren't. 

· Q And you have stated you don't r oaor.1bor ,,,hcther or 

no~ they were ansncrod in Sopteabor, 19ti-4, is that right? 

A That is right. 
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Q Or August? . . 
A Fr00 July on ·protas~ts uoro p,ut in and·1:101~ of thoo 

. \7Ql'e not o.nsnorcd. · 

Q I sao. so ' t}lnt the ch~Q '7'1S· ;in J:v._ly, 194~,- o tar · 
Jas you ca.n rocoll:ect? 

··' 

;A- · As tar as I con recollect. • > 

Q . Do 7.ou. undorstand JQpo.nes'o? 

A Vory .littlo, 

Q No\7 ,, you say a ·taoh1rio gun \1as· br-ought to ·th rison 

comp.ound on tho 3rd ot FobruAtY, 194; •. Pri-or t o th.tit had 

you ever seen any nms sot u,p ·1n tho prison co pound? 

A Not viithin. tha prison ooopound. 

Q And d:ld you seo that m chino gun b 1ng sot up thor o? 

A I sau it boing s ot up. I snu j.t .cnrriod up onto th · 

wall. 
. 

Q And who sot it up? 

A Jnpanesa soldiers. 

Q And do you know whothor thoy wor o Ar~y, Nnvy, or 

Ma.rine~? 

They ,.,oro ,·1oaring green uniforms • 

Q Did you soo 
' 

o.ny insignia? 
\· 

· 

A Vie ner.e loclced in one of our buildings, and o.11 we 

could do was look out botwoon woodon slats to see. 

Q So you couldn ,·f see --

A I couldn't soc tho insignias. 

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all. 

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That 1s all. 

(Witnos$ excused.).. 
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CLPTI. nr .WEBSTER: W~ll you oark this for id~nt1f1-

cotion? 

(1. str? t c ont wes .Me.rkcd Prosecu
tion r.:xhibit No •. 348 for · 
1dent1f.1cnt19n.) 

c: PT tUi ~BSTER; . Sir, at thi~ · tirne I woul~ 11ke ' to 
. 

offer into c vidonce Pros ocut1 on's Exhibit 
~ 

348, •hich is a 

sworn st~tornent of Edward w. Heintz l mcn, t{\k pursu nt 

t o ~n invostigP.tion by H rlen F. Hagen, tgoht, SIC, 

District 6, 7th ~orvice Comond , · f or tho purPos e of pc -

potUP tion of his testioony. 

GENER L REYNOLDS s You ra y r c ('l d th gnificn t 

por_tions of this s t t1ent. 

C!PTt I WEBSTER: Bof <?rring t i") tho at s t nee on 

tho first pE\ gc, beginning with he words: 

"Fro'"' Soptonbor 2 , 1944 through Fe rur ry 4 , ·1945, 

when I w~s 11ber ~tcd,_-I w s continuously c prisoner of war. 

of tho J r.panoso n t Bilib:td Pris ,:,n Car.ip , F ni l • 

"Q You hav ~ s t n t_ d th . t y0u ,; r e a ')rison .r of or 

c0ntinuously nt Bi l ibid Pris on C~Vi , hlonil, f r oM Soptonbor 

2, ·1944 thr0ugh F0brwry 4, 1945. Did you witness any 

nistrc:1 tront of United St at es citizcns ·· by agents of th 

J r pancsc govornri nt Rt such c<rip during such period? 

"A Yes. .~ t Bilibid during such 0riod I w~s n 

hospitAl patient, 111 with pneunoni o an:d noningitis . For 

the bulk of r:y r ~sidcnce tho~o we received only two ncAls 

per d P. y, which concistod of ~no half c~ntecn cup of rice 
. 

s0up .f or br eElkfost and throe-fourths of a U. S. Arny 

c~nt00n. cup full of rice et ·threu o 'clock in tho afternoon. 

In addition, the three o'clock ner- 1 s .-m0tirm s included one-
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fourth or a u. s. /,r ny c?ntoen cup qf soup, but the, itco~ 

r,entioncd here wer·0 tho only ones which wero !)rovid d , with 

. · the · e~cept.ion of vitar.~in ·t,.,blats, which wcr o givon to thG. 

prlsoriors by the J apanese ~nd wore report ed. t o }lavo bo n ·. .' 
~ • • • • • .. ••11 

r eceived throu~h. the Rod Cross. I 'er .cortein th"'t ·. the ifi-, 

C\dequecy or ·tho diet Wf1 S not n ttor of 1U ..,n r ,Y nocossity, : ' 

becf! use during the p -ri d f use of the diet, uhich I hav 

~enti 0ned I obsorvod riuch w s to ot food . by Jo nose Army 

personnel. I h ,d ~n idc. t lrt 1t· vC1n tngoous t o 

get outsido of tho prison c np proper rnd on tho pr t oxt 

of cloAning up ar oC\s outsido of t h c :: ,p proper, I oinod 

access to c J p~ncs o p ·rs onno l ooss -rrc rnd obs crv d hu 

quontitios of f ood being dis c _rded. I pcrsu ded some 

Jopr.ne s o gunrds t o p r r~it re to collect such discarded f ood 

befor e it wns nixed up with tho grrbng~ r nd I t o k such 

snlvr.gcd f ood into th ~· prison 
~ 

caop for distribution to tho . 

. pris .·ncrs. A Doctor t~ lfrcci (:'nith, • s. N vy, assisted mo 

in tho r oprcpar ntion nnd~bniling of such f ood nnd Lioutcnnnt 

H. S-. Goodell . of . 412 ncto or e J vonuo , Mcnphis , Tonn ssoc , 

ns sistcd r.o in.tho distribution of such f ood . Approxina t oly 

tw0 weeks bef or e t ho libcr nti on, on Fobru.:~ry 4 , 945, the 

JPpAnosc col"\ s cd pcr .!'" i tting r:c t 0 collect such r~ ')d Pnd they 

ag~in began to nix it with the g~rbage nnd I hove obs -rvcd 

then bring 1t into the c.nrip r.;ixod with gcrbago ond du .p it 

in front of tho prisoners. I have s oon tho prison rs cn t it 

alth , ugh it w~s 00nt~~innt ad end docAying . I was r eported 
. 

to :.'c thAt Uni t od StP. t cs /.rr,1y offic,Jrs c t tho cc;>p h..':1. d 

protested ng,inst this durping prectice ; however, the 

Ji pencsc persisted in such pr2ctico al ~ost t o the day of 
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libcrAtion @nd I aasw..c th~t it was for the purpos e or 
hUi""lilie ting tho orisoncrs." 

T~ t is the pertinent pc:irt of thot which uo wish 

to coll the court's ottontion to. 

· GENEFL''L REYNOLDS s l,ro ther e ·~~Y stt\ t OMC!lts t o 

which· tho Dcfchso wisnos to invito_our c ~tontion? 

C.' P.T..' IN c. ' ND'f3ERGt o, sir. 

GENER/ L REYNOLOO: Tho docunont i s ccepted into 

evid ence . You ay proceed. 

... (Pros cuti on "Gxh i bi t a . 348 
t or i d n t 1f1cr tion wns 
r occiv din vidcnco.) 

c·PT IN ~rm:s TER: ray w. "' c -r •1s s1on t o wt thdr w 

tho '1rigina l si r n od stat011ont nd substitute a copy 
' ther efor? 

G:::N." ,', L -'EYNOLOO: Yos. 

Cl.PTt I N 'VEBSTER: '"111 you r.i rk this? 

(Str. t 0 ont of The· or e Winship 
v~s nrkcd Pros ~cution Exhibit 
Po. 349 f or i d~ntificetion.) 

C.' P'l'. IN ,:7EBSTER': :.t this tirio th o r os oc ti on wishes 
.. 

t o off0r into ·evidence Pros ocution•s Exhibit 349, boing s 

sta t cr.iont of Theodora ·· inship, Maj or, Modic 1 Corps, nnd 

t 2kon by George G. BArkor, Agent, SIC. 

GEN:!:.R/ L REYNOLDS: You nay r eed th si gnificant 

parts of the stntercnt~ 

C! PT/ IN ~.-:;2:BSTER: Sir, on pr. go · 1, the f ourth 

question And enswcr: 

"Q In wh a t places i;erc you held? StPto approxi

nato ~etcs • 

..._ "L I was .r. prisone r . f wnr fr ·.m 9 !.pril 1942 to 



19 June 1942 at Little Baguj.o,- Bataan; fro~ 19 Jtmo 1942 
I 

to 3 October 1943 at B111b1d Prison, rE1nilE1; from. 3 

October 1943 to· 19 October ·1944 at Cnbanntuan; end fro 

19 October 1944 t o 4 ~ebruery 194, et Bilibid Prison, 

M~nila , all in the Philippine Islands. 

"Q Did you w1 tnoss or ht"V .,- you been t old of ny 

atr·oci ties or rnistroP tricnt ot /,oorican prisonors of wor? 

11/! Yes. 

"Q .",r e you f nr.111 r with t ho ciT.'cuos nnc s ot' tho 

A~0ric~n prisoners 0 f WAr being u~hol d t o ri di ct l o end 

insults nt Bilibid Prison, M nil 

J anuP.ry 194 ,1 . 
, Ph111pp°ino I s l nds·, in 

11 1~ YQS • 

"Q St? t o wh~t you know of your o,m lrnowlodg con

cerning this ~~tter. 

"1, Garba ge wr s . brought fror, t ho J (l p1:1 nos c kitchens 

~nd deliver ed to the I. oric n -pris oners f Wfl r who wor e t o teko 

it t o f oed the pigs bel onging to the Jr p os o, Phic·h the 

lnericnns wore requir-0d t o oar o f or. 

"Unless p.roventcd by /,ncricr n g~rds, t ho ga rbe.go 

was often o." t cn by the: /,noricr,n prison .rs of WE' r, ~rid on 
-
these occasions J apane se offic rs and enlisted non would · 

stAnd at~ dist~nce nnd laugh ~t the l noricon offic ers ~nd 

nen who f0ught ·ovcr piccos ~f garb go spilled on the ground. 

On one occosion, in J~nuary, 1945, I hc r rd . J ~panosc 

Of°ficer order a J np~nc s o gu(' rd to bring l":OT O g, rbl"gO out 

so t hey night 'sec the /.r,cricr.n dogs fight'.'' 

Thq lnst quostion ,md r.nswc:r on pf'ge 2: 

"Q'. Do you have onything you wish to P.dd in connection 
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. ., 

With this p~rticular r.mtter?
' ' . 

11/. I recflll thFt cbout the s n.r.10 tine AS tho obova 

describod incident occurred,' an unk,nown Areorican enlisted 
. 

.... MM we.s observed in one or··thc ·p~g pens, holding oft tho 

pigs with .a stick .while ho ate the gl\rbtge fron · tho pig 

troug);l. 11 

Thet is all, sir. 

GENERt L REYNOIDS I 

which the ·norons o wishes 

CI.PT,.IN S! NDBRRG: . 

Q; ;NER,':L REYNOLDS: 

evidence. 

I.re there other stat ~Monts to 

to invita our atton~i -.n'? 

Thero aro none , sir . 

Tho docur.:ent is eocopt d into 

(Prosocu.tion Dxh ibit o . 349 
for idonti ic r tion \'lt' S 
r ec ivod i n ~vidonco.) 

c:·PT, I N V!EBSTZR: Moy tho Prosccutioh wi thdr P.w the 

original statonont end substitute a certified copy thor oof? 
I 

GE~R.' L liEYNOLDS: You· r.my. 

C:' PTi IN WEBSTER: That c np l t cos the ovid nee on 

Par... gr phs .87, 94 and 95 of ..tho Bill ' of Perticulars. · 

Sir, a t t his tir:o the Pro·s ccuti on -wishes t ,-, suboit 

Porngrf'.ph ·116. 

1;111 you Mt-;i rk this, please? 

(Stot c:ont of Maroclo J.rricta 
we.s marked Pros.ocuti on r.:x
hibit No. 3$0 for, idcntifi-

. cPtion.) 

C · PT/ IN i'!EBSTER: In support of tha t p~ra graph, 

sfr, _we would like to off0~ into evidence Pros ecution's · 

Exhibit .350, b~ing the sworn st.a_t cr:10nt_ of HP.re .lo /,rri0tn, 
l. - . ' 

t~ken before Thonos 1~. Cannon·, 1st Li outenont, J I.GD,. . . 
... . ..,, , . 

·, 
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baring the 1nvest1gE{t1on or t hi-s otroci ty. 

GENER/ L REYNOLOO: You y r oad t he s i g~ifican~ 

parts of th9 sta t ement. 

c .r PT; IN ~'EBSTER: On 1>_age l .ther eof beginning with : 

the ninth question: 

"Q Wero you living in Ba~uio during . t ho ~ccupnti n 

by t he J r. p~nose f orcos? 

" I. Yes, I l jvod her e Wltil !.iarch, 1945, whon I went ·t o 

tho r.oWltains bucauso of the b; nbings. 

11q Did yc,u suffer s0r1e r. i str o"t .i nt ~t tho hands of 

the Jop~nosc ~ilitcry f orces? 

11 / l Yos, sir. 

"Q· On woo t -dn t c nnd 1hor o did t is trkc pln co? 

"!~ It ~ppencd cm ; pr il 18 , 1945 , nnd it happened 

close to Cor.,p No . 4, which i s along !Ugh~7t.y 0 . 11 . The 

place_ is .a bout twenty-two kilo -c t or s sout h" of B guio . 

"Q Will you t ell oxnc t l y \vh t hap:')onod? 
'---

11 /. J,ftcr I l eft Bngui o bccf' usc of the bo bings I 
.. 

went t o Vi-r ok Mines. I s t P.ycd th er e · f or whi l e nd then 

bocaus.e of the sca r ·ci ty ,:,f food boc us.o \'10 wore str. rving 

thcr o a t · tho tine, I ~nd e. gr oup- of ebou t ci ghty-.thr00 
• t 

persons including wor:cn 11nd children, I think r.,nybe the r e 

wore sixteen non 1:1.nd tho r est wor0 wonon .Fl nd children, r.inybc 

~bo~t forty children. Vi Q st~rtod to go t o the l ~wlands t o 

,find nore food. We loft Virck on the norning of !.pril 17, 

~945, ~nd traveled s uth. At about t en o 'clock in tho r:orning 

we wore stopped by thr ee J epcnos c s oldiers. · They wer e just 

ordinary ,Jopancs c soldi ers ond I don't r crioribor ('.nything
. . . . 

... . ,. ·a. b0ut. then now. They wcr..e _,.,rrncd with rifles nnd boyoncts\ 
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and·at the point of their b~yonots they t ook ~ost of our 

rice . 1.fter they took our rice they l e t us ·go on. Wo 

spent the night ~f lpril 17, 1945, on .the mountP1ns- noP.r 

·-comp No. 4. ·Vfe just slept on ~he ground. The ro xt_rorn1ng 

we str.rted out ~gain. We had gone_. a bout six kilorae.t ers 

when vie were !'let by a l nrga · group. of J eponcs o. l c . lculat cd 
.there were about thirty J apr.ncs o ~oldicr a ~t first who • 

surrounded us. They wer e ar nod with rifles tnd bayonet s 

and h~d e oechino•gun. Ther e wer e two of f i cer ~ in chr r go 

of tho J apane se who surrounded us. · Ono of tho of ficers 

w~s ~ first lieutenant end the oth r WP.Sr s econd lioutonnn t . 

I know t h is becaus e I _am ecqu~int ed with tho J p ·nes o 

insicnia. l ftor they surrounded us tho fist thing t h ,y di d 

Wf1 S t o cxar.1inc ~ 11 over our bel ongings and they took every

thing of raluo or wh~t the· like fr on us. Then tho J op~ nosc 

Lieutenant told us we would have t 0 r e turn t ~ B~gui o ~nd 

bo turned over t o tho Military ·Poli co . This J pPnos did 

not speek English but one of our conpani ns coul d ...undorst nd 

e little J apanes e . Her ncno we s St r atis. ~ho 1s now do d . 

The J t.pnnc s c then t ook . f our of ny ·conpeni ons nnd nt.dc thee 

c c.rry our luggaeo a short distanc e.: awe y f r ,)r, ·,her o no wor e 

surrounded.- Thon the f our :m.on \:cr o ti ~d up , their nr ris wor e 

tied in bock of 'thc1:1 . Then t he J e.pnnGs c icked out_ f our · 
. "' 

rno:t"c r.1en end have then CPrry s or.c ncr e lug gvgc t o the plac e 

wh~r e the first lugf ogc wns t aken. Then th ey tied ths1e 

n~on up the · s ano es the first 0nes. They did th e s~r..o thi~ 

to 'another group of f our !'l1en and I vms in this group. Wo 

c~rried the lugg~g? t. short ~stcncc ~nd just put it down 
,. 

then thny ·t1ec1 our hnnds b ehind our backs. ~-1 y group was .. 
• • • t' 

.\ 
. ' .. ' . 
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· put with tho first two groups and wo wore g\ltl rdod by sayen 

·Je.pancse soldiers. Then tho last gr.oup '")f f our Pen ·cnr.1e 

~nd they tied them up. rhen tho JP.l)f'.ncsc took somo cloth 

rron our luggage which I aiscovored l~tor WPS t o be used· ... 
. . 

(l S blindfolds. We wore now seperotod f r rn tho \7 con Pnd . · 

children ~nd wo wee nll surr0unded by J penns o soldiers. 

Then tho Jt'panoso took four of ny conp .nions c.~out fifty · 

yPrds ·end b.egun bayoneting. I know the ~on wore_ being 

killed because they wor e scrca ing and bogging t or ,·rcy. 

Ther o were s even J r.pnncs-e soldiers who t ook tho first f our 

tien awe.y. Thon whon they came beck in n f ew ninutcs, I · 

s~w thorn wip~ng thoir bayonots uhich vor o bloody pnd none 

of th o f : ur of ~-Y conp~nions wore with t hcr • Tho_n thoy 

took f our non At bout tho srno place r r.in. I h0r rd tho::i 

scrern and again tho J apan s o r eturned . I s nw ng~in th .t 

their beyonots wore bloody. Thon they s o~ ctod f our mon 

nnd i wr. s with this gr oup. '.To wor e tlJkcn P t ob0ut fifty 

yards and r.iede to stop. Ther o wer e f our J ,. ~enc so thr.t hi:' 

us thoro ~nd then another threo ·~or G ccting as guards o~ qs. 

Whon we r oached e ~ortP.in . spot which· I cclculat c~ was 

eighty or one hundred yr.rds froc Hi ghway No. 11 on th o· wost · 

sicfo ; anc'. e.bout t wenty-two kilonct ers s·,uth of Bfl guio, we 

were stopped and a blindfold w s put over r1y .oyes a nd they 

blindfold 1:y col)panions too. They stopped us nocr :.-. ditch 

whore they blindfolded us. There wero f -:mr J'!'i pe.nos o 

soldiers, one for each one of us who did th blindfolding. 

/.fter ·tho blindfold was put on nc and I w~ s stnndin_g on 

the odge of _the ditch I suddenly folt o· b~yon~t pushed into 

I!lY ribs in rr·ont of i11c ~n ny right side. I felt it in ny
'.·..... 
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body end I fell d9wn into th0 ditch. Thon I w~s lylng r~co 

down r.nd a bayon~t ~as stuck into my back. I l n1d .v~·ry 

~till and pretondcd to be dona . My thrco co~pP.nions were 

e. ls·o beyorictcd cind· pushod into tho ditch· \71. th no ~ I hoard 

thee r:1ovo· nnd tho J E\ pE\ne.s o sol diers bayon·ot od ··tho~· s o~o· 

r1or o until th~y 1n;d s ti~l. Tho Jnpenos o . t ficn took bariano 

l cnVOS a nd SOMO grass es ond o-thcr stufr ti) COVOr_U~ lip , 

then they loft. I w snot uncnnscious thon n lthough I .wa s 

bleeding very r:uch c. s I could f ool . tt o b l cod . I could hc Pr 

the Je p,mcs_o t _r1ko · the other f our , en bccr us o l her.rd thon 

scrcav.ing ond bogging f or ncrcy. They br ght th n vory 

nce,r to ·,her e ,-re ucr o bayoneted. I did not s ec this but I 

coulcl hor. r ple.1nly ond p_ft cr th l est t •1ur nen wer o 

b yonot cd I could ho .r tho J panos e go t o tho pl a c whoro 

the vJOr:on And childr cm wer e ga tho r od . I bcliovo I r ust hl\ve 

l nid in tho ditch for ~but thirty minutes when I Has able 

t o go t ny hands untied r nd than I t ook ott ny blindfold . I 

CE' llod t o ny othe r t hr o c,mpiminns in the ditch t o l oorn 1! 
'--. . 

they __wore sti-11 olive ._ na. t ouched th or _n 1. they wero very 

col cl · and .non 0 of t h en r-.nswor od l:'.e nd I n sur e t hey wor e 

Pll dead. I just know the first neno f. .two of tho th.r ec 

r on in t ho di°tch with r.o . Ono was Lui s , \Vb . wns about 18 

ye,:, rs ~ld l'nd tho othe r wc.s naned Straus, , h ,1ns e, bout 22 

years old. They v ere ·all Filipinos. 1.:hcm I go t up frot1 the 

ditch · r rPn bP. ck up into the i".ountains. I had only gono a _ 

short dis t~ncc when I c0ulc no t go ~ny further boc~uso of 

':~Y wound s r nd I laid dovm. 1.ftor o \ hi l e I hc.:. rd wot!en and 

children scret.1.ning. I pe0pod - .nd . I saw f our wor .en And two 

-childron bayon0tod by thc ' J apenos o. Th~r o were f01.µ" 

• 
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Jape.nose who did the bayoneting. . Then I SE\W two rjorc 

wonon e.ne.. one child bayonet ed . Tho ~nen an'd children tioro 

not blindf'oldod and they were tt1:kori to £1 b()_ut .tho sane p~ace 

·they . executed, us. I sew four Japano~c ba~onc:ted these 

woren . ~nc C?hildren. T,h E?Y wor e scroa·r.ing miu boguing· t 
. -

pity but t(lo J'apr- n -"'s c ru:~no w::rcy fo1· ·thon . I s those 

tour Jnpo.nos c put their bayonets into ·thes e 'lio1. .ond 

children nany tines vcn 1r thoy n.~ 10 f ellcn do • Th si ht 

UPS t oo nuch f or no ond i lost ny scnsos g 1n . I b 11 vo 

I w~s unconscious for sevor nl h~urs bcc~uso it ; s r yb 

1.1 r ound six o 'clock whon I 1oke up . . I h t r d th J panos 

shouting nn ~ I was .wt.ken. I coul not understand wh t 

thoy we..,.e snying but I believe .thoy v, r o c r- lling f or 11 th 

J aponc s o t () prepar e t o 1 ave . I t hen o _. ... cli, tbing up tho 

rnountoins by r ys lf• 11 

/ nd on pr. go 4 _tho first qu st!on nd ns wor: 

"Q Do you know wht.it hapn,: nocl to th · fiftoen other 

1:0n forty childr en 11nd b ut t l-1onty- oi ght m .on th .t wore 

or+ginally ·captured "11th you by tho J apcnos e? 

• • 11 !. They . wore e ll deBd , bee use · I hE'.vo n ovcr s oon 

any of thr..M since the 18th day Of. J prtl, 1945, When the 

Japnncse oxecutcd _us. 11 

~·.nd tho third que_stion· and nnswer ·ttorn 

of the pnge: 

"Q Do you know enyrmo uls e nnw living in your gr oup 

v,ho als o escaped fr om the J t1:p1 nos e on the 18th f I.pril, 

"A Nt'), sir, I know no one ol no who os cc,ped. 

, ~. "Q Do you know tho muiOs ')f ci thor of tho two 
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Jap!'nos c J.L ,utommts who you s .- 1t1 wer0 in chr-rgo of the 

thirty J npanos o? 

11/. N_o , sir, I do 'not kn0w. 

"Q . c~n· you g1vo o· nc rsonal description .of 1:}lc 

J ::- :xinos o first :)..1~utcnant?" 

Now , sir~ storting ··1th the sonton6o beginn1,ng .t . 

th€ bottor1 f th o pe.ge : 

"Ho Wfl S c r ..ssoe in regulr- r green J pr.noso ar "'Y un;tor n 

nnd c~rrica a snbor nnd c r evolver. o wurc th ~ J np11 noso . 
officer's b oots. He hr.q .on n 1ns1gni of r f irst licuton nt 

which is c r ed petch with gold stripes 1~ng tho t op nd th 

bott on nnc1 t:' yellow strip.) r un throu[ h the r.J.e.t:lo with two 

silver st.. rs 0n the nidd l c st.rip • I do not bcl1ovo he 

could spet:> k '"·!nglish. He w s o nunt r oss cr. That 1s bout 

e. 11 I c . n r or.icnber of hin ." 

J.nd then th~t ans wer ends with : 

"This first li out -mnnt ·w;,_ s in chnr ge of tho gr oup 

bocc' us e he wt s th e: one thr- t secr-;ed to givo corir.~nds ." 

Thn t is P.11. 

G~NEn: L ~ 'CYNOLOO :· br o t he r e o the r stoto;ionts t o 

which tho Dof ons o wi ~hcs t J invite our ~ttonti on? 

c : PT ' H T S.-'NDBZRG: No , sir. 

G:.:.Lr~R: L BEYNOLDS: The do cuncnt is r. ccoptod by the 

Conrission. 

(Pros ccuti,.n Exhibit N • 350 . 
f :,r identificr, ti "n ·, _s 
r ocoivod in ovidonco.) 

c; PT·· H! 11/EBSTER: Thl'lt cor.1p l ot os th e ovidemce on 

PC\ ragrt-tph 116. 
·' 
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CAPTAIN PAGE: · If ·it pl~a~e the Commission, the Prose

cution is prepared to present additional. evidence .on Bill of 
Particulars 15 and 25 and _the testimon, will also rel•te to 

P~ragraph . l and indirectly to m~y or the other paragraphs~ 
. . ~-

GENERAL REYHOIDS: The Commiss-ion ~ll inq~ire whether 
' . 

·this ·new ·testimony is purely__cumulative. ' 
CAP'l'AIH PACE·: No, sir; _it ·1, all 11,ew. 

~· 
-SHIZUO YOKOYAMA 

called as ·a witness on behalf ot the Prosecution, being first 

duly :;worn through r-011111mder Bartlett, was exuin d and tes

tified as follows through Interpreter Starr Sergeant Hiroshi 

Ohira: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Pace} ·01ve your name, pleas~. 

A Shizuo Yokoyama. 

Q Are you an officer or the Imperial Japanes Army? 

A Yes, sir.~ 

Q What is your rank? 

A Lieutenant~general. · 

Q. -How long have you been a lieutenant general? 

A Approximately four years. 

Q Are you now an. American prisoner of uar? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you want to tell this Military Commission the truth 

about uhat. you lmow concerning ~perations in the Philippine 

Islands? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When did you come to the Philippines?, 

A August 22nd of last year, I believe • 
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Q What did you command at that time? 

A It was the 8th Division·. 

Q .Vlhere _was your div1s·1on _st~tioned in the Philippines? . 
• . "! • • ' 

A . My division was en route to the Philippines trom Japan. 
' • • 4 

Where vere they. statio~ect' _in th-· P.hll1pp1nes? 
'From mid-oc·tober \18 were at Batangas ~ ·. 

Q Who was your · COtllllland~ otficer? 

A My commander ,1as Gener-al Yamash1ta •. 

Q 1Nho wns your commander when you first cQJJle here? . 
A Upon my arrival here in August my commanding otficer 

was Lieutenant General Kuroda. 

Q When did General Yamashita become your commander? 

A It \7as about the first of -- the beginning or October. 

Q l/hat year? 

A The beginning of October, 1944. 

Q Wo.s he your commander from th~t time right up until 

the surrender? · 

A Yes, sir. 

Q . When did you 
'-

leave Ba to.ngas? -
A It was on the night of Decombor 31, 1944, 

Q Where did you go? 

A On January 1, 1945', early morning, I nrrived ·at Fort 

McKinley. 

Q Why did . you go there? 

A I went there on the order of Goncral .Y:imashitn and to 

meet him there. 

Q What happened then? 

A On the night of January 2nd I recoivod instructions 

from General Yama.shita. 
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Q What were the instructions?. 

A I1; \VtlS as follows: Fi~s.t, I -- this is what he snid: 

"You l\1"8 to be. Shilllbu Group comander. 11 , • 

. . . · No. 2. · This ·shimbu Group was· to be th~__gtoup that 
• • • • l • • • I ,' •" ,,• • 

woula get · together, ouilt froc vnri-ous · sources. ·. It ~s n 
. .. . ' 

cixed group. Since this is n cooposite unit, ·it n1 to co~ .· . 
ord1nc.te in the follouing operntion: In cese of t-.n ttnck 
~ . 

this Shio Group wo.s n gr.oup tlw.t worked bost in opox-ntion 

~.nd they we~e. to offer token resistcnce ·~.nd onke c. quick 

w1thdrm1ni. 

Q How oany oen 

CAPTAIN REEL: Pll.rdon ne. e hnve bo n inforoed. th t 

during the course of this exchnnge tho witnoss d scribed the 

condition of th Shinbu 1 r y c.s heving to do with southern 

Luzon. I think the whole t c cts should bo broughi betor the 

Cor.ltlission. 

CAPTAIN PACE. If it please the Connission, I wns in

tending to bring thos out, \7hether or not th · 1tness hes 

nentioned ·theo yet or not. 

GENERlu.. REYNOLDS: Very well; proceed. 

Q (By Cnptnin Pace) V.'h~t vins ' the strength of the Shinbu 

Army? 

A The strengt_h or · the Shinbu J.rny vms ~pproxiontely 

45,000. 

Q Wh~t aren did your conoruid cover? 

A First it wo.s the strong point of--. It was 

northern strong point --. I cont1c.nded·the forces 

northern part or Mc.n+l~, which was the key point nnd the 

strong point enst of Mo.niln to Batang~s nnd Infnnta. 
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GENERAL RE;YNOI.DS: The Com.1ission interrupts. We . · 
' 

understnnd thnt the witness hns established the cornonnd · 

.. responsibility betwee~ h1mselt c."nd Genert-.1 Yc-.ocshito.. The 
. . 

Connissio~ fcils to ·see ~ reason to go cGopletely 1~~ 
' ' . 

the cotu:1nnd ·setup of ·the Shinbu Group, or to hear in dete~l ' 

the techn.iCC:l plr-.ns V h'1Ch \'/ere-· under consideration. °The 

Cotlilission clso feels tllC'.t the 1nforcct1on being obtnfned 

froo the witness could be greatly_fo.c111tnted it h ~ere 

provided with a tmp ~o tht,.t he could point out these locn

t1ons end save . these long, involved descriptions . 

The Cot1t11ss1on nill recess for c.pproxitlt:1.tely ten 

ninutes nnd ask the Prose-cution to r e-evnluate the intor

pntion sought froo this uitnoss cs t 6 its airect cppl1cc

t1on to the purpose f or which vto nre asseobled , end nlso 

to nnclyzo. the pos si1?111ty of using ot-.ps to f ac111 tote tho 

exr-.ainntion. 

(Short recess.) 

·1 
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(The follo~ing. answers of the wi~ness were given 

through Interpreter liasao Ochi, with Interpreter Hiroshi 

Ohira acting a~ ·"check" Interpreter:j · 

·G~ "ERAL REYN~LDS: The CoJJUDission is in :s'essi·on. 

It ·is the desire of the Commission that ·the l>;ose- ··· 
. . . . . 

cution state the. subs:tance _of the testimony expected·. to 

be d~velol)ed from this. witneas, ·which they consider 

essential to their case. 

CAPTAIN PACE: 'I·he purpoae of calling this witness, 

sir, is to establish the command that Yamashita had 

ov r the llanila ·area, the date wh n it started, the 

naval t~oops which he commanded, the chain or command 

between Yamashita and the naval co~ander in Manila, the 

fact that Yamashita exercised that command, the tact 

that there was communication between Yamashita and . that . 
command up to~ certain date, and the tact that Yamashita 

exercised command over the prisoner of war camps in tho 

PhiliJ)pines and over the air force in the Philippines . 
...... . 

~~NERAL REYNOLDS: You may proceed. 

( (A map was marked Prosecution 
xhibit No. 351 for identi

fication.)_ 

Q (By Captain Pace) Will you look at Exhibit 3;1 

· for identification and -state the northern boundary ot 

your command? 

('l'he witness indicated on Prosecution Exhibit 

· No. 351 for identification and spoke in his own language.) 

·cAPTAIN REEL: (To the Interpretor) Can you hear 

-
Have him spoak louder~ 
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CAPTAIN PACE: Sp9ak louder. · 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: . Do you want bim to give tho 

names Qt the units there, or -mer~ly point out ·tho loca-
.• 

tion of tho boundary? . 
GDNF.RAL REYHOIDS: Tho gco~raphical ,limits ·or ·· 

the lino. 

(Translated to the witnos s through the ·: Interpretor,) ·. 

CAPTAill PACE: Will t.ho record shm·, that tbo m.tnoas 

hns ' indicatod tho towns of Ipo and Wawa and Antip~lo. 

·Q (By Capta11f Paco)" Will you point out tho wostorn 

boundary of your command? 

(The question being asked the witness through tho 

Intorpreter, the vitncss indicated on Prosecution Exhibit 

No. 351 for identification.) 

CAPTAIN PACE: Let the record show that the lfitncss 

has indicated a line generally along the Angata River, 

through Maniln Bay, touching tho southern tip or th 

B~taan Peninsula. 

Q (By ~aptnin Pace) Will you indicate tho southern 

·boundo.ry of y.our comman~? 

(Tho question being asked the witness by._ tbc 

Intc~prctcr, the uitncss · indicatod on Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 311 for identification.) . 

CAPTAIN PACE: Lot tho record show that tho uitnoss 

has· indicated tho Province of Batangns. 

(The uitnoss indicated further on Prosecution 

· Exhibit No. 35l ' for -identification.) 

CAPTAIL PACE: Let the record . nlso sho~ that ho ... 

has indicatod· something just south of there. 
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CAPTAIN R!ELa South of there? 

Tim VIITNESS (\"11thout aid c,f Interpr~ter ).: Uindoro 

(~ontinuing 1n. the- Japanese language, Which \tas not· inter

preted). ,.. 

Q (By Captain Pace) · W~11· you 1ndi~~te the western · 

boundary of your com1and? . 

CAPTAIN REEL: He ha1 given tll,e w1tern boundary. 

Q (By captain Pace) 'nle eastern boundary. I' beg your . 

-p~don. 
,. 

(The question being asked the ,ntneas by the Inter

preter, the witness indicated on Prosecution EXhibit No. 

351 for identification.) 

CAPTAIN PACE: The witnoss has indicated _Laoon Bay. 

Q (By Captuin Pace) Did your cocca.nd include the 

· City or Manila? 

A (Through the Interpreter) Yes, it uas included • 
. 

· Q · Who was your .inoediate cont"!nnding officer? 

A General Ym111shita. 

Q Where uas your headquarters? 

A A·bout 10 kilonet.e:r;-s east _or Wawo 1n the oountains. 

Q Where was Yuoa.shitn's headquarters? 

A Up to the 3rd of January his he.idquarters ,1aa up at 

Fort McKinley. · 

Q Where did he go tron Fort 1IcI~1nley? 

A Finally, I think he was domi at Ipo for n couple ot 

. d11ys, fQUf or five days. 

Q Where did he go froc Ipo? 

A ~ I believe he cove~ down to ·Baguio. 

' .. Q ~en did General Yanashita take over oot1Dand of the 

1Japanese naval foroes 1n Manila? 
. ' . . ..-

A I believe it ,-ias .about the first pa. t of January 

• 
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that ho eontrolled the .various· units through the group 

commo.nd.-cr~. 

Q Hera do you kno'1 •• · 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, WO should liko to have thnt 

intorp:retntion chockod • . We underatnnd thoro i~ a sound .. 

roco~d~. · It -is our ·1n:tonnat1on ·t~t .th~. ~1~~ss. · . .- . 

added that Ocnoral Yamnshita did no~. tnico char~o 

directly ot thoso cor?-in .tYPOS ot groups . t ·don•t laiotl 

whut it ~ns procisoly, but l undorstnnd the atnt ont 

was thnt Gonornl Yrunnshita did not take chnrgo directly, 

but took ·chargo throueh tho divisions. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : Will yo roo.d th nnswer to tho 

quostion? 

(The nnsnor r oforrcd to was r oad by tho r portor 

as follows:) 

"I believe it was nbout tl10 first part ot Janunry 

that ho controllod tho various units through tho 

group commanders." 

CAPTAIN REEL: I '-didn 't understtu'ld tho lnst part 

of"tho onm,er • . V!o ,i111 vrithdra,1 our objection. 

Q (By Captain Pe.co) Hor: do you lmovr General · 

Yamashita took control in the til's-t pcu-t ot January, 

1945? 

A (Through the Interpretor) It is because -I rccoiv-

cd rai order from Gonornl Yemashito. ut pbout the first 

part of January, mysclt. 

Q What did this order sny? 

A Concerning land ~poration and land-based navy, 

various group commanders nill command the navnl forces. 
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CAPTAIN REEL: Will tho roportor road -that 111st 

part. of t;h£, ans\7ort 

. (Anauer rend;) 

Q (~y Capt111n Pnco) Did Gonornl Ycmashi·t(\ rccoivo 
. . . 

o.n order from Grand Imporial Headquartore 1n Jnpm? 

A (Through tho Interpretor) I bolicvo thnt ·th order 
,· 

I 

camo tram tho Grand lmporinl Hoadqunrtora o~ .Jnpan. 

CAPTAIN PACE: Will you recd tho nnanorT 

(Ansuor road.) 

Q (By Cnptn~n Pnc~) Whnt did tho orders any? 

A That I do not knou, but I boliovo tho contents .is 

not much ditf"oront trom th ~rdor thnt I r oooivcd rrom . 
General Yamashite. 

Q Whnt did the order l7h1ch you r coivod soy? 

A As I said previoqsly. 

Q Will you r epent that, plonso? 

1, Conc.crning land operation and lo.nd•bnsod navy, 

cac}:l group commander will commam tho nnvy forces. 
'-.. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Will tho roportor road thnt nnin er? 

(Ansn.ox: rend:) 

THE WITNESS: (Through the Intorproto~~ I have 

s omothing to o.dd ·to that . 

. Q ·(By Captnin Paco) Yes? 

A (Through tho Intorprctor) The mcssage _contninod, 

I bcliovo, something to tho effect thnt mnttcrs -

(pause) 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: ·11Tho mossego contn1ned, 

bcliovc, something . to tho effect :t}ult mnttors concern-
\ 

ing sea ~poretio~ and propo.rntions therefor will .remain 
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. . 
the rosponsibility or the navy." 
Q (By Cr-.pte.in Paco) 1.rwi land operations ,·,ould bo 

Yo.mnshit~•s ro~pons1b111ty, is thnt right? . . 

A . · · (Throug~ t~ 1ntorprctor) Tho 
. 

lnnd operation ,1111 
-

·to be tho rosponsioj,lity to Yo.mo.shitn through the
. 
· vnr,1ous -. . 

group cornrunndors _, Lnd not · sen operations. 

Q When did you rccoivo commnnd of' tho- navo.1 land 

forcos in Mmli.ln? 

A · The ordo:r that I received from Gcnornl Ynmnshitn, 

bcliovc it uns about 10th or Jnnuary. 

Q When did you take nctunl control ovor the nnvnl 

forcos? 

A . Actual commnnd I took over nevy troops o.t th 

·beginning of combat to the ond. 

CAPTf IN PACE: 1i!ill you rend that Ol1Sller? 

(Arun-.'or read.) 

, Q (Dy Cnptnin Pv.co) What \7t:t'S tho dnto thnt you 

tooli: ovor? 
'--

A I guess it , ns o.bont 10th of Jo.nuo.ry. 
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Q What day did you actually take ovor? 

.(The follouing nnst1ers nere given through Interpreter 

Lieui;e~t -Comrnmde)" s. C. Bartlett.) 

A \Rlen I o.ctu~ly a~s_w:ied cocmnncl, \71~h-tho .receipt ot 
' these orde.rs, b'ocn~se ot certain nntic1po.t~d ~incon~eliiences 

I did not talte oYer actual control but did issue sot10 -pro

paratory orders. 

Q (By Captain Pace) Did -yo·u to.ke over a.ctual control on 

, Februnry 3, 1945? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you issue a. pre_paro.tory order on Jnnuary 19, 1945? 

A I did. 

Q What did it so.y? 

A "With r espoct to tho coming U. s. advance tona.rds 

Manilll you nill halt ndvnnce 1n prepared positions." 

COMMANDER BARTLETT: May I have permission to ask a 

fey, questions of this witness? It is more or less beyond 

my comprehens~on. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS : Yes • 

(Whereupon ensued a .short colloquy in the Japonese 

langu~ge bet\7een Cocmander Bo.rti'ott and tho rritnoss.) 

COMMANDER BARTLE'rl': Part of tho Army forces are 

strike that all out, plcnse. 

The moanirlg or· the object ot this ordor was as follows: 

"Part of tho Army forces had been put in the Iwabuchi unit. 

Thoso forces noro gu.irding about 20 kilos on the northern 

part of Manila. and four or five -·- and throe or tour kilg~· 

on_the southern part of Manilll. 11 

·Q {~y Cnptain P;1ce) Wh9 \'/a.s t~e Navy commandor undor 
' 

.. 
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you? 

COMHANDER BARTLETT: I don't think .ho is through yot. 

(Tlu:ough Intorprotor · B:lrtlett) -~ m~ -~ stQD\1 

age.inst tho Uh11;ed Stntos torcos on those. tt10 .1slo.nds, 1t . 
. . ; . .... . ... 

. . . . ' . . ' 
was my dosiro to ,v1ithdrt1t1 nll other trQops· µi tho .City ,ot .. 

Manilll to the hills. Ho~o~er, with ro~poct to those naY~ r

rorcos rtho uere along the shore linQ, who \1oro p~acod there 

for puroly nnv~ duties, oy _oFders did not includo th01:1. 

Q (By Captu1.J:1. Pace) Did you notify Yo.mnshita thnt you 

h·ad ordorOd tho troops in Knnila, including -- ,1ithdrt1\1 

that. 

Did you notify Ynonshita thot you had issued this 

order? f 

A I notifiod hio without any dolny, 1.tJoedintoly upon tho 

issuonce of those orders. 

Q Who ·was tho oolilI:landor in tht:l Ucm1la oro:i? Who nns tho 

coomondor in tho Mnniln nroo.? 

COllNANDER BARTLETT :' Rend tho question, please. · 

(Question road.) 

· A (Through Intprproter BQrtlett) Roo.r Adoirnl krnbuchi 

was >in cocoond of the City of llaniia and its environs. 

Q_ (By C~ptain Paco) Uas Iunbuchi 1.I:lmediatoly under you? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Im1buchi .coamand Arey troops vrho ,1oro in_Mnniln? 

A I put thee in. 

Q What Arey troops vrcro 1n Manila. in February or 1945'? 

A Tho Noguchi qotached unit, that was all. I do not · 

lm0\"1 nh:i.t othor troops \"l?rO hero~ 

Q Vlhat. wns the Noguchi unit? 
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A Thoy vero troops tt\kon rroo the ·Kobo.yo.,ht group. 

Q _ Hot1 long did Iwbuchi romain .un~or you 1n tho Hanilo. 

q.reo.? 
.-- · A .Until tho ond ot tho bnttlo. 

' Q ?!hon uri$ that? 

A I considorod tho.t O.bput tho ond_ot P'obrunry. 

Q Botnoen February 23rd -- nrtor that t1oo_d1d you koop 

in canto.ct uith Ivnbuchi o.t all tiooa? 

A Thoro ,-,ore ticos \'lhon I had litiison and thorc were 

til:los ubon I did not havo liaison mth hiD. 

Q Woro you nblo to got all of your 1Dportnnt orders to 

hie during that poriod? 

A Until about tho 10th or Fobrunry I uas nblo to got 

then through conparo.tivoly succosstully. Froo thon until 

tho ·2oth I ,,~s nblo to rocoivo oosso.ges qn sovoro.l occasions. 

On . tho other hnnd, tho inportant nossagos ,1hioh I sont out 

did nrrivo regularly• 
.__ . 

Q Did you have cor.u::runicntion vri th Yao~shitn froo 

Pocqo~~r, 1·944, until tho ond or hostilities? Did ' you 

have cotu:runication \11th Ynoashito. tron Docoobor, 1944, 

until thc ·surrondor? 

A To bo specific, until tho oorly· or niddle po.rt of 

April I can so.y tho.t thoro no.s no interruption 1n cotu:ri.mi

cations betnoen ·us. Fron then on coonunic:itions deterio

rated until about tho oiddlo of Juno and they wcro con

pletely severed. Since then I have had no cocr:nmication. 

Q Bct,-rcon February 3rd and February 20th, 1945, did 

you send reports to Yaoashito.? 

A I sent thou overy-do.y, -a~ ouch as I could • 
.. , 
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Q Did you receive reports troo Imibuchi during that 

period? 

COMMfJIDER 'BARTLETT: Thoro iloro t\10 a.nsners to tlio.t. 

Tho first ono•vta.s: "I sent lll.l roports that I rcco1vod on . ' . 

to Gcmor:il Ytica.shi ta.. n J 

I .put the qucst1o·n ngoin,-·,end tho second a.n1t1or ,1na: 

11 1 recoivod thoo up Wltil tho 10th or Fobruc.ry rogul ly, 

and froo then to tho 20th occo.sionnlly. 11 

Q (By Capta~n Pace) How did Iua.buchi r ocoivo his 

orders? 

A lire these ordors f'roo oysolt that you r arer to? 

Q Fron yourself' or troo Yaoo.ahita.. 

A All orders froo Gonor ~l Yc.u:i.shito. ror I'1o.buch1 cru:1e 

to r.10 ond I trnnsoittod thoo direct to Inobuchi. 

Q Hov, oa.ny navo.l troops did you havo in lbnilo.? 

A Under In~buchi's cooao.nd nt Corrogidor 11bout r1vo or 

six thousnnd, end in tho vicinity of Manila tittoon or six

teen thous and. 

Q Hoir wmy .\ray troops ,·,ere thoro hero in ·Februo.ry? 

A Approxina.toly 1·,aoo, I beliovo. 

Q Who ,,a.s in . comlnnd or the prisoner or ··,:,a.r canps in 

the P~ilippino· Islands? 

A I believe the first co~mahdor was Lieutenant Genora.i 

Ko. 

Q \'Tho na.s his cocn:1anding officer? 

A According to oy ncnory it wa.s tho prisoner of na.r 

coona.nder, Lieutenant Genera.~ Sh1nono Ika.lru. 

Q\ Was ho under Yru:mshita? 

A Yes. 
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CAPTAIN REIL: Sir, 1ri tho previous ans~or, ~e would · .. 

liko to o.sk ·tho Intcrprcto_r it tho poaition .or Gonoral 

Shioono Ilqll.."U ,,,.s doseribod by tho nitnoss as ch1ot ot tho - · 
• V 

com11ssarint .or the supply. .--· 
: . . ' .· .. 

' . 
I will -hllve to ask ·tho 1tn ss.. 

tho.t inter. C:.m thnt v iit until tho cross·. oxacinntion?' · · 
• •• f 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Tho Comisaion \71111ntorrupt. o,nd 

s~y uo would get o. ooro uorla::lnnliko procedure 1t couzuol 

does not ~torrupt on tlQtt ers or 1ntorprot tion or ords 

nnci \7111 l7a.it until cross oxno1nnt1on. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sir~ 

COMMANDER BARTLE'rl': !bet trnnslntion co.n b an ndod 

to 11 0.s con1-nndor or tho lino or CQt10\Ul1cntions .u 

Q (By Captain Po.co) Vlhon did Y:m shito. o.ssw::o oo Qnd · 

of tho oir rorco units? 

A I have no· accuro.t o knowlodge , but no or tho opinion 

tho.tit u1s early in Jnnunry. 

Q 

A Yes.• 

CAPTAIN PACE: You nay cross oxncino. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Tharo ,.;·111 bo questions by tho 

Cot1t1ission. 
. . 

ElGWINATION ON BFJtl\LF OF THE C0WAISS I0N 

Q (By Genernl Reynolds) r/ha.t ordors wore received by 

you for tho killing of Filipino citizens? 

A I ho.vo never received such orders. I rocoivod I 

ho.d proviously recoived instructions froo General Yao~shitn 

to handle -- I have boon previously ~autioned by Genoral 

Y~aashita to be fnir 1n ~11 ny denlings with the Filipino 
" 
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pooplo. 

Q ~'lho.t ordors r10ro rocoivod by you tor tho' burning or 

denolition _or property in .llnniia? · 

A ·, . I did not. receiy-o :my. such ordores, but aside froc. . 

certain .dcmolit"i9ns esso.ntial to cilit _lU"~. opero.tio111 .I" 
r ece ived _no suoh ordors a~. you hovo doScl"ibed. · . 

Q What ordors wre issued by you !or tho ki111ni of 

Filipino citiz 'na in lianiln, Bntnngas, and othor· pnrta ot 

your a.roe. ot coooand? 

A I h~vo never issuod orders for killing. 

Q What orders wore issued by yo for the burning or 

decolition of proporty ·in Uaniln? 

A I never issued ony ordors • . 

Q By vrhosa orders uere Filipino citizons killed in large 

nunbcrs 1n Uruiilu, Be1truigns, :ind othor parts or yotq" nrea 

of com1ond? 

A · I have novor rocoivcd no~s ot , nor con I oons1dor that 

any unit couno.ndor noul havo issued orders t o ki 1 largo 

nunbcrs or people . 

Q · ·D:,es t h.:. rritnoss lmo\7 of tho killing of lo.rgo nw: bars 

of civilians in Manila., Bato.ngC1s, ~nd other parts or his 

area coan.:md? 

~ I first lournod of this -situ~tion after having -cone 

out of the nount:i.ins · cmd arriving at nO\v Bilibid Prison. 

Q For v1ho.t roa.son nero Filipino citizens held ·within . 

the City ::,f Mo.niln during· the Aoerican atto.ck, cmd po.rti

culo.rly within the Intranuros? 

A I do not lmoTT either of thp to.ct nor cmy reason for 

such o. situo.tion. If' I ncro to guoss, it cay be tho.t there 
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woro pooplo vho hnd coco in as refugees, but that thoy ~ore 

gathorod together by oilitary units is soco~hing .I ' never 

hoard or oven guossod botore • .. . . .
'GENERAL REYNO.LOS: ~ho Cot:1Dis11on ·.1-1~1 rocosa tor 

approxinutoiy ten ou:iute. J 

(Short rocos1,) 

·\ 
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GENERAL BEYNOLDSs · There wi,11 be more quest:1:ans by 

. the Commission. 
' .

CAPTAIN REELs I ~eg your pardon, sir? . 
O~ERAL REYNOLDS, I say, There 11111 be ·more ques-.. 

tions ~Y the Commission~ , 
' 

After Uni ted St~t es troops r eached -t.tle Pasig River ·. 

1n the attack on Manila did· you as commanding general 

visit yo.ur own troops in contac~? 

THE WITNESSa I have not• . 

GENERAL REYNOLDSs During the same period were the 

Japanese units in contact v1sted by_members ot · your gener al 

stat!? 

THE Y/ITNESS I The attack camo at such a totally un

expected timo that no s tart member trOlfl the group command 

made such a visit. However, Starr Otficer Hashi~oto or 

the Kobayashi Unit Group which came from the Noguchi Unit 

was -there. 

GENERAL REYNOLDSs Tell the witness that the Com-
'-

mi~sion understands from hi·s statement that during the 

defens~ of Manila ne ither he nor any member or his general 

staff visited the Japanese troops _in contact during the 

entire month of February, and ask him if that statement 

1s correct. 

(Translated by Commander Bartlett) 

THE WITNESS, There is no mistake about that. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS, Is this a normal procedure in 

the Japanese Army by which generals and general staff 

officers avoid- the area of combat? 

(Translated by Commander Bartlett) 

\. 
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THE WITNBma That is by no means the unuaual ·custom • 

. -COMMAND!It BARTLETT a I am. going . t.o get him to repeat 

. . 
Tim .WITNESS a For the purpose-,or -~eparingt e ea•tem 

' defenses and preparations with respect- to ~1t1o~ and' 
' . . .: 

provisions, training ot omergency-created. m111tary unite 

tor detonse purposes and tor using a -certain P,Ortion ot 

the troops for ortensive action wi~ respect to airfields; 

tor these reasons .·I was distressed with a lack of' auft1-

c1ent start otticers. I had no other recourso exceptinC 

to be satisfied with the _messagea that came to me from 

Iwabuchi by radio and later by ground telephcno and buzzer 

and runners. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS& Tell the witness that the Com-

mission ·understands from his stll,tement that durirw all the 

month ~t February the press ot other duties prevented him 

from joining and contacting his own troops 1n contact W1 th 

United States .Forces, and ask him it that~· correct. 

(T~anslated by Commander Bartlett) 

THE WITNESSs - There is no mistake •... 
GENmlAL REYNOlDSa You may cross examine. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Reel) Was it ever co~templated by you 

that there should be· a battle in Manila? · 

A (Through Commander Bartlett) I felt that while. . 
there might be a battle there I hoped -- it was m!r hope 

that there would be no such b~ttle. 

Q What were General Xamashita•s orders with respect 

·to the qefense of Manila? 
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A Do you .reter to the general locality ot Manila?'. 
,

I 

Q No; to the Ci t ·y ot Manila _as . distinct from the ·whole 
. 

sect~r; the _city itself. ., 

A l received ·no orders w1 th part_iculai:- re;s~ect:_to the 

City ot tdanila; 

Q fJhat orders dld you receive with _,aspect to .the out-

lying sections? 

A The orders which I received were to· establish a line 
. 

on east of the City and contact as many American troops 

as ·possible for as long as possible and intlict as mny 

casualties as possiblo. 

Q ·And how far east ot t he city was that line to be? 

A From 22 to 24 or 25 --
COMMANDER BARTLETTs ~111 you strike out that answer, 

please? 

A (Through Commander Bortlett) Between 22 meters and 

14 or 15 meters. 

CAPTAIN ~tEELs Is tn t "meters" or "k.ilometers" ? · 

.. COMMANDER- BARTLETT s Kilometera. 

· Q · (By Captain Reel) Were there any orders you received 

relative to th~ evacuation of the City ot Manila? 

A There wore orders to evacuate the city. I believe 

that was the 12th or 13th of February. 

Q Were there any orders before that to evacuate . the 

city? 
6 , 

~ There were none before that. 

Q Well now, did you see General Yamashita at Fort 

McKinley .on tl.c 3rd of Jan~ary, 1945? 

A. I met him. 
• 
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Q And •s anyt.bing said relative to evacuation ot the 

City or Uanila? 

- A. There was no such-talk. At that time tho Nnval 
.,,, 

toree·s wero not in command and such ·a. problem d_id not exist. 
. . ' . 

" Q -Did y~ receive ~any plans trom "Major Oe~~~ -Konuma 

at Fort McX1nloy ·on the 3rd ot January?· 

COIO!ANDER BARTLETT a Read the ·question, pleose. 

(Question read) 

A I can now remember that 1-414 • 

. Q (By Captain Reel) And what were those plans that 

yqu received on the 3rd ot JMuary trom General Konuma? 

A . As I said before, to establish a line east ot the 

City and engago as many troops tor as long as possible and 

also,with respect to th~ withdrawal from th present po

sition, to do it as quickly and as pos1t1voly as possible. 

Q .And by "with~awal or present position", did that 

refer to ~ositions within the City aa distinct trom the 

sector? ~ 

,i. ·· About the west bank or the llarikina River, a . line 

from .that place. 

CAPTAIN REEL a Will you read the answer of the 

witness, please?. 

(Answer road) 

COMMANDm BIIRTLETTa Will you strike that out and 
say "a line drawn approximately at the wost bank or the · 

Marikina River". 

Q (By captain Reel) And all troops that were west. 

-~ of that line were to be withdrawn from th~ City; is that 

right? 

. .. \ . · ' . 
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A It was tho . plan to withdraw all ·troops 1n my ~om-
. . 

mnnd o.s you said, and the plan was being _gradually -carried · 

out. · 

Q . • And the order you received on th~- 13 t~ ot .Fobruary, .. 
. -

was that· tin ordor tor co~p~iO:nco wit·h thfs plan? · · 

A The order t~t I re~eived on the 12th or .13th of 

February wns to withdraw Nnvnl forces. ·. · 

Q Now, by the 12th or 13th ot Februnry were allot 

the Army torcos except the Noguchi .units alrcndy_withdrnwn 

f r om the City? 

1 'l'hose troops who wore destined_to go to B~guio hnd 

prnctically all been vithdrawn by t he time the battle was 
. . 

cngo.gcd. Those troops which were to roooin in my com-

mnnd hD.d boon successively withdrawn prior to thi. Moro

ovor, in addition there were some troops not in my CC?JDlllD,nd 

who, before the early part of March, had dr1tted out ot tho 

city. · 

Q Was tho Noguchi uns!t left in tho City? 

il- They woro. 

Q ·How. many mon wor e in that unit? 

1 When they were nt thoir hig~st number it was appro-

ximately 1800. 

Q Now, I asked you about a General Konuma. Will -you 

toll us who ho was? 

il- H0 wns a sto.tf officer of the Shobu unit. 

Q Was that tho 14th /J:my Group? 

A 14th i.roa Group -- Area i,roy. 

, Q Now, what was the mission pr the duty or the Noguchi 

unit in Manila? 
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A First, to estab~ish lines apprOxiJDQtely ~O meters 

north and -- or 20 kilomotera north and 3 to 4 kilometers 
. . 

saith ot th'o City and -to engage such ·J.morican torce1 as 
. . . 

. . 
·attack tho City -t~ those, two diroc~iona. And, . onothor 

• • I • . . 

mission, to complete th ~finished dotonse prepBrationa 

. which hnd boen the i;,.iasion of such · members of the Kobaynshi 

group as romain in tho City or Manila •. ot tho1$ unt1-

n1s~ed _prepnrations it is my.b<.ilict that tho principal 

one wna to mako known to the population or Ktin1la the · 

ideas ot Genoral Yamashi·ta. 

· Q J.nd what ideas wore those? 

1~ These ar.e things which I have heard afterwords, 

however. That it was Genero.l. Yamaahitn•s desire that 

there be no fighting in tho City ot Manila nnd for th t 

reason he wished to have tho citizens of !!anila romnin 

calm and continuo 1n tho1r busin~as. 

GENERhL REYNOLDS, Tho Commission intorrupts. 

The w1tnoss has stnted that ~ne group -ur¥1 er his 

command re~a1nad within ~ o. City of Manila to COlilplo·te 

defense ·p"°ep.:i.ra.tioris ·. lisk him if tho.t is correct~ 

(Translated by Commander Bartlett). 

THE \"/ITNESSa If you rater to the Noguchi group, 

yos. At the same tifile it wns not known nt what time 

the l~oorican troops would attack an:i when they did ~it 

would be necessary to withdraw the provisions i mI'!lodiately. 

While 'it was not dosired to have combat within the City, 
. 

· it was considered essential ' that preparations for a stand 

o1it_sido or tho City should be completed. and · it was to see 

that these preparations in the way of munitions and suppliea· 
\ 

' 2684 



were t1ade withwt fail that ·this group .was· lett 1n the 

City. 

GENFJlAL _REYNOU>Sa Go $head. · 

Cl ·· {By· ~ -ptain Reel) _To clear this up~ ·- was it one 

ot tho duti~s· ot . the . Noguch~ ,µiit to removo tho suppli _· a ...· 

frot1 the City'l 

1... Tho Noguchi group's duty was to protect the with~ 

drawal of those supplies. 

# • 

.. 
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. .. Q Now, when ·you got this ordor ot the 13th ot 

FobrW'.ry, did you ordor tho navel forco~ t n ovnc\Ulte 

··h milr.t? 

1~ I did, · 
. . J 

Q /.nd had you ordered thcr2 bef or e thl' t ·t o r- t out · of 

the c1 ty? 

· J~ I h d oxtendod t o Iwobuchf end his start ny. plan 

Pnc: dos ire to hn"c th r, cv cua t e tho c1 ty, but ~ d not 

given An actua l order .for tho ovnc~t1on prior t o thll t dn t o. 

Q . And why h d not /idr:irnl Iwobuchi and his troops 

cvac\lf'ted tho city? 

· A Tho nn in f orce w~s r lroady in 1r oecas r ovacu t ion, 

I ·~ould like t o expl ain thP.t 1r I M Y, 

(Tho wi t ness l eft th stand .nd pr oceed d tow rd 

a t?V P of tho City of MrnilC' ti nd vicinity,) 

cm l ., NDER Bl.RTLETT: • 11This ap h •r e", ho snys, "1111 

be sat1sf ctory." 
'-, 

G3NER: L R~YNOLOO: Lot hin go , 

co,:1 l_NDSR B/'P.TL.JTT: He 1P.nts t o know 1.f thos · ar c 

units, 

c : PTlIN RE~La No . 

GENIIB /.L DONOVf N: No. 

THE 'HITNESS: (Through Cori.nendor Bo.rtlott) Knowin 

in r.dvEmco · th:~ t the nevi-1 forces would c no into i'Y corn . . nd, 

I . once Cfl rn do1;m hero (indic ~tinc ) to inspect the t errain, 

crrly in -Jr-nur:-.ry, l i t th?. t ti!": , Iwobuchitold r ,o th~t the 

nP.VY is holding the terrain tha t I an indicrting vtlth ny 

finger. 

CJPT/IN P!' CE: Let tho record show thElt ho wt:1s 
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indic~ting the nouth or tho Pasig River, sir.:,' . 

c: PT!IH RE'.L: Oh, I think it WP.Sa littlc . r.~oro 

than th..-1t.- HAVO hin shnli us rgoin• . 

THS ·: tTHESS: ( Thr.ough Corv~ndor Brrtlc tt) Th9 navy 
..-- . 

WPS holding tho snoreline 
. 

~0 Ob Ut. this 
. 

loccli ty .( 1ndicn-
• 

ting) , indicRting fron. tho r.1outh o-f _.tho Pss1g River to 

Unnila Rood. I beli eve tho headquarters were ttbout hore 

(indicating). I do not know exnctly how t o doscr~bc it. 
I . 

Cl. PT.: I N RE£L: Pardon no a nonont . May the r cord 

show, os w~ll, t:'S correctly st .t ad by tho Intcrproter, the 

lino- wont down to h cnila Ror cl , nnd then sweop of tho hr.nd 

Wf'S r.edo thnt _,:ont in :ibout as fp:r PS a ro1lroarl trock. 

Is thr. t a c orrect ·sta t o?1cmt? 

THE ·, I T ESS: (Througp Cor:. ondor Bartle tt) I boliovc 

it is A S I ~n noP inc'.ice ting. Wh t I hove in icPt ed wns 

v1h P t the nevy pr oposed t o t ake over. This WAS noi thcr in 

pccordAnco with r·y i dor.s ncr with tho idc s f Gener al 

Yorm shitf.l. My suggestion v:~ s ~s f lows -- . 

Gsrr::::R,·J, J1EYNOLDS: The Co01..ission will interrupt. 

Since th~ witness 'hP.s ~cknowlcdgod his corir.:e.nd r es onsibility 

for the entire ~ro~ , tho CJnr·ission is not grcatlY inter ested 

in tho breakdown of responsibility between his subordineto 

cor:lr'lmds; ond unless the ·Def ense cnn state s or,c r onson 

·ror· oxpl0ring the details, the Core!ission will csk it t o 

pr ss on to other n~ttcrs. 

· C:.PT.. IN BEEL: Tho Duf ensc wishe s t o ste t c , sir, 

th~t this exploration of the r.~f'.P er.no about r.l t tho wi tnoss' s 

r .equcst·, nnd it wr.-.s not in P.nswor to nny question r.sked 

by Counsol f0r -Defonse. 
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G3NER/L REYNOLOO: You oro correct. Lot us procc~d -to ot}Jor natters. 
~ 

Q (By Cnpta1n Reei) In OthOJ' worda, Gerior n1 , d o" we 
-' understand 1t wns OeriorC\ l Yrr'Y' sh1 ta' s deairo .thet' tho n·Ayr .·· J. 

troops withdrAw fron Manila?. . 
A (Through Conr onclor BRrtlctt) While it· wns no<: ssory 

to lcovo in tho city those nnva l forces nocessory for · 

purely nr.vPl c!utios, it Wf'S ,-y idea •- nd I en c: ntidont 

it was Oonoral Yatflshita•s idea -- thr t 11 otho r n vc l 

f orce~ should bo withdrnwn fron the city b9foro ong ging. 

Q Now, I rniy havo to break this ques t ion up . J,drnir 1 

Okooch1 t estified hero to tho ottect t t in his opinion 

tho nP.val troops stayed in Manila bocnus c thy hr d not 

conpl e tod the prov1 ~us nevy ordQr for rlostruction ot 

ht! rbor, docks, t!nd nf.l va l stores. Do you Pgr oo wi'th thl.lt 

opinion? 

C01 ;},!J. ?JDER B/ RTLETT: _i; 11 tho reporter r o d th 

question? .. 

<.Ques-tion r end ) . 

GE?I:SR; L REYNOLDS:· The Cor'. rtis sion .interrupts t o 

sey the t sinc e the navy f orces wer.e und er this wi tnoss 's 

.com oner , it is i rr-.. t eria l whr.t his opini n rfly be; nnd 

directs Detenso to proceod ·to othe r acttors. · 

Cl' PT/.IN REEL: Well, sir, the t estinony he.s bo.:;n, 

I - boliovo, toot the nava l _orces were unc.er tho Gcn0r l's 

cot1r:1end f'or hmd operations only. Nov.r, this question hed 

to f\l") with what wns a n~va.1 operation; .tho quostion we s s o 

__ .1thrnsed,_an_ ll w.as tho_ to8t1uony given yas.terday. This· 

docs no.t h~vc, t 'J d ·) with lend opcration·s; .. this 1s e .quost-1.on 
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or whether or not tho navy didn't · stfty t~ cocplcto a naval · 

op,)rfltion: The destruction ot tw.rbora And docks enc'. nt1Y11l 

stores, the :,~cvious nev~l order.· Wo have hed testir.:1ny 

to that effoct yoatcrday. 

QEJJER.'L 11EYNOLDS i Stiil th navy forces 'had pASIOd . 
. . 

fro~ GcncrAl Yanashitc•s control to under this \iitno11•s 

control. 

Cl.PT/ IN ·· REEL: Only, sir, for purposes , r l,md 

')pcrntions; tho to tir:1ony has bean cloor ri that. 

MtJOR K:IBR: Is it the contention or Counsel thet 

you ~ro -now r ororring to denolitions at soa? 

CJ. PT U REEL: No , sir. Harbors, docks, nd naval 

stores, cs part ,, f · a nAvrll order to destroy tho h rbor. It 

includes the ships ~nd the nd j nccnt torritorios, piers, 

docks, n.nd so forth. 

J-1i.' JOR KERR: It w uld appear to us, sir, that th t 

would be~ l ond opcr ~tion. 

GENER : L REYNOLDSr Defense 1s splitting 
'--
hairs. 

These docks ·rlnd other bui~d1!1gs P.ro ·ashore. 

The Defense will -,roceod to other. subjects. 

Wo ,vill races s tor ton ninutes. 

(Short recess) 

. ·\ 

.. .. - •' . 
• 



GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission is 1n session, 

~.nd ' extonds on opportunity to the Dofcruse to stato. Tihz?.t 

olso ~ho, desire to brine .out from this witness. 
. . 

CiJ>TAIN REEL: Sir,- bc~oro asking quost1ons of 
, . . ,~ 

tho ~itnos s , tho Defense nould rospoottully ·roquost n 

honr1ng ·on tho question ot whothor or not tho -~ling on 

the: pr.ovious question might bo rovorsod-. We hrivc tho 

rccor~ horo \,•hich \7C wiBh to call to tho Commission's 

nttontion. ·/~s I undorstnnd it, there is n ruling, but 

.the record nill ~lonr it up for us. 

· GENER/.L REYNOLDS: Road back the lnst question 

o.nd tho lnst nnswor. 

REPORTER WINTER, "Ldm1ral Okoochi test1f'iod her 

to ·thc affect thet in h~s opinion the. nnval troops 

stayed in Maniln bccnuso thoy hnd not conplet od tho 

prov~ous, navy order for tho destruction of th harbor, 

docks £'.nd naval stores. Do you o.grcc with thnt opinion?" 
..... 

GENER/..L REYNOLDS: Thora ~s no nnsvror yet • 
.. 

c..\PTltIN REEL:· I understood· tlic Court to indicate 

tho.t the question should not bo asked. Vic. '11sh to press 

tlw.t question, sir. 

GENERl\l, REYNOLDS: You m!'.y rend the Commission I s 

stntemont. 

REPORTER WINTERa . "Tho COIDl!liss1on interrupts to 

' say sinco tho no.vy forces ,1cro under this nitnoss 1. com-. . 
mnnd it is immatorinl \mnt his opinion may be, end .directs 

Dofol1,Sc to proceed to other matters." 
. ~ 

· · •, · GENER.AL REYNO I.DS: ln vrhnt wo.y is the .o.nsvrnr to 

. . · .. · thnt question mntoria.17
• i ,, • 

. . . ~/' - 2690 

http:mntoria.17
http:GENER.AL


CAPTAIN REEL: Sir_, \7hen Admiral Okoochi . wa_s on 

the stnnd ycstordny, tho follotring testimony .cppoarodJ 

and I n.m nov, -reading from Volume XVIII · ot tho record, 

·stnrting on pngc -2~4~s 

·"Q • Now, ts · 1 t correct that ~thoro mus in oxiat-

once, prior to - the Lingnynn lo.nding, n comprobcil~ 

sivo plnn for the protoction ot ti\~ bnrbor ~ 

nnvF.1 tac111t1os ot 1tanila? 

"A Yes. 

"Q Now, ~hcn ·was this plnn or order 1asuod? 
111~ I don't romombor the cxo.ct dato, but- it 'must 
~c during tho latter part ot Docombor." 

Th~n there vns some moro questions~ nnnors 

relative to it, and finlllly thi~ follows: 

"Q Non, is it true, then, that \1h£ltovor 

destruction of hnrbor racilitios or docks or supply 

depots m1s done, no.s done in o.ccordnncc uith this 

nnvy order of December? ~ 

II Yes, ·· sir."-

Now-, in our opinion, s1r , 1t is cloo.r thL\t tho. 

order . for destruction of hllrbors, tho hnrbor and tho ·naval 

fncilitics wns po.rt ot .n Mvo.l plan. Tho uitncss yester

day tcstitiod to tho importance or tho harbor ot Mnnila. 

It goes to· tho very cssonco or tho Dofonsc•s position 

on this nholc Uanilo. situation, that th~ no.val forces in 

Manila rloro under the Jl.ccused' s commnnd tor land opera

tions only. That they stnyod hero to conduct not whnt 

they _consider n 1~ opcro.tion, but 1n nc·cordonco nith 

tho oraors of .Admiral Okoochi am Admiral Iwahuchi, thoy 
I.. 
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stnyod hore to cona14or 
. 

o. nnvnl. ordor, thnt 1a, tho 

destruction ot the most .1!:lportnnt port .in tho Oriont. 
; . . . 

· GENERAL REYMOLDS : . Tho Commiaslon also notes· that . . . 
, ' 

tho. \7itnoss .hila .t estified thLlt important duties nlac:> .-_ .. . 
• • • • • ¥ • ... . . 

· provontod h1m ·~rom ·v1s1t1ng elsC\lbero throughout this 

time, nnd wondors r1hnt his opiniiln r,ould bo _\7orth if h9 

were permitted to answer tho quoation. 

CAPTJ.IN REEL: Bo- hos t ostitied thnt ho ·\7nS in 
. 

. comnu:md ot the Shimbu ~, nnd I think tho Comn1e don . . 

might woll henr his OJ>inion tor tlhntovor it 1a \101'th. 

MAJOR KERR: Might I romnrk, as wo r ecall tho 

.t estimony or .Admirnl Okoochi, ho further s tntod tht\t trhon 

. ~ tho nrmy took ovor in Jnnuo.ry they took ovor t ho porform

nnco of thet order. 

Cl~T.hIN REEL: Ther o nns no t estimony thnt the army · 

took ovor r1.ny nnval orders. -·Tho t estimony I just r ood 

docs not bcnr thnt out. 

MAJOR KERR: l .s ,10 rocal 1t, the pr evious .nnval 

order wns ·tllkcn ovoi, by ~o nrmy. However ,10 uould 

like -to chock tho rocord if it is n mntcrial issue. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Sinco the .Admirril '7ho testified 

yostcrdny ,1ns in Baguio, end tho Genora.1 now on tho tlit• 

noss stnr¥i wns unnblo to visit in Mnniln throughout all 

thnt period, the Commissi,on 1s unable to soo vrhr.t vo.luo . 

thcro v,ould bo nttnchod to thot ·ansnor. But just to 

put it into tho record, the question mo.y bo n.nswcrod. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Will the reporter rend the question 

ngnin'l 
~ . . .. 

. REPORTER WINTEJh 11Q l,dmirol Qkoochi t cstif'iod 
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here to tho etrec~ thr.t · 1n his opinion tho navnl troops 

stnyod in llr.niln bocnuao thoy lui.d not complotod the 

p_revfous nnvy order' tor ,tho destruction ot the_harbor, 

docks e.nd · !1£'.'~t:¼ 1toro1. Do you ngroc vith tJ:lnt opinioZ?,t' 
~ . . . . . ,. 

A (Through · Interpretor Br.rtlott) I ngroo. ·v1th toot 

tost1mony. I nlso hnvo on opinion thtlt thcro voro other 
. . 

nnvnl dutic_s, to-u1t, there wore two other dut1os, ono 

,. to g,u,.rd the mouth or ·tho Uc.niln hn~bor from nm nround 

the Island ot Corrogidor, and tho other in tho ovcnt 

lunoricnn nnvnl cratt cntorod the harbor to attack tbom 

c:nd ropol thotn uith torpodo bonts basod on tho Ghoro. 

Q (By C~ptein Roel) J\nd Tiould thoso be ru:lVnl 

op~rntions, ns distinct tron l.r.nd operations? 

i\ I received ,;;ord from Itmbuchi thttt it was ossontial 

tho.t for sue~ nnv~l operations cert~in nnval troops oust 

be loft along the shoreline qt Mt.niln. 

Q /Jld nccording to Ine.buchi, did thi-.t oporntion t£\ko 

prcc0donco over cny order you gevo him? . 

A It r,t-.s on orcio~ t:}'11ch took procodonce over c.ny 

ordor .thnt I ·could givc · him. 

GENERJ.L. REYNOLDS: The Comc1ssi.on ,1ill nov, nsk 

for the stntcmont, whLlt i'Urthor JOOtcr1cl w.ttcrs do you 

expect to got . from this TI1tncss1 

C/J>Tl~IN REEL: Ml'.y ~ hn"jO c. moment to co~loct my 

notes on th~t, sir? 

GENERJ~L REYNOLDS: Vcey well. 

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, thoro nrc three matters \'lhich 

. we ,,,ish to in9uiro about. The f'irs ·t is · to find o~t 
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• 
prec1aoly uhnt -control tho_Gcnornl bed avor land o~orn- . 

tions. That is., -the quostion ot d1ec1pl1no, ' court 

mnrtials .end so torth~ . 

· . · ~ocondly, the witness tost1t1o4 ro~tivo to tho 
.... - ... 

contro1 · Md c1MJ,1n or coJ1111Mll14 ot prisoner ot .no.r-· a~Jis • ·, 
. . 

:le v,iah to ,stff.ighton ou~ some questions thttt hnvo 

c.rison thoro due to tho tact thnt d~to1 ore not- brought 

out in tho or1g~nnl oxmn1nnt1on nnd t~oro mus n d1ftoront 

chain ot commnnd at dittoront times • . 

Sir, we t11ah to nsl- qµostions cbout a cortnin in• 

cident, uhich ne boliovo was brought to this vitnoas• 

• at~ontion by Gonornl Y~.mnshita, rolntive to some> m1s

trcctmont or eivilimia. 

GENERllL REYNOLDS: Tho Commission d.oea not cnro to 

hov.r turthor oxruninAt1on on the. first point, which doa.ls 

nith the coUJ't mnrtic-J. jurisdiction and th othor Mnttors 

mentioned. 

As to your sooon4._ point, tho Commission uill '1cnr 

br.1of questions. 

CAPT/~IN REEL: Sir, ooy I add toot sinco the ques

tions c..ro ovcrruiod or not permittod,-·may I simply sny 

thct the Dotonsc makos on offer to pr~e through this . 

uitnoss _thl'.t this nitnel!'s hnd no d1so1pl1nnry control 
~ 

ovor the nnvnl troops, o.von ,1hen engaged in land oporo.-

tions, nnd- no court r.iarticl powers. He ho.d no power to · 
. . 

promote, demote or remove the nnvnl 1cm forces. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission nocopts tho 

st~tement of counsel, lllld you may proceed. 

C/i.PT/.IN REEL: - T~nk you. 
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Q ('.By Captain Roel) How, Oonernl, you tostitied 

thct tho 
. 

prisoner ·or nnr CLUllps 
. 

were under L1outonan~ ... 
General Ko. Can you tell ua botnocn \1hat dnto1 -

str1,J<o thD,t out. 

can ·you tell ua \vhon Ooner~l lCo. vna . -no iong6r in .-
J 

commnm ot priso · r or wnr cnmp11 

I. · I run not tom111c.r r,ith tho movOJlonts ot Oonornl.. 

Ko. HO\rnvor, it is my improasion thnt ho lot~ Maniln 

before Oonoral ~runnshita wont to Baguio. 

Q Nou, botoro. ·November 17th, 1944, \1~8 Gonortll 

Ko -- strike thnt out. I had bettor start from the 

bElginn1ng. I think you ~ld us ~thc.t Gonoro.l Kouns undor 

Gon0rnl Shioono, is thnt correct? 

J~ Ho r:as the superior otticor to Oonort\.l Ko. 

Q 1ns Gonornl Shinono in chnrgo of tho cot:1m1ssnr1nt1 

A Yos. 

COM?ii~ER Dl.RTLETT: He started to scy something 

about n transfer in January, o.nd I sajd thnt this uns 

Novorabor 17th.• 

Q _ Q3r Co.ptriin-Rool) Nm-,, isn't 1t truo thnt prior 
I 

·to Novombcl' 17th, i944, Oonoral Shit1orio, _tho commissarint, 

m1s dir0c·-1y u!ldor Count Ternuchi, hoe.a. ot tho Supremo 

Southern Commnnd1 

A That is ,1ho.t I urn ted to tell you just not,. 

Q .And Gcnorol Yrunashitn wns also under the Suproco 
'-

Southern Comrmnd, Count Tcre.uchi, "ms ho not? 

A • Yes. 

Q So tlw.t before the 17~h of November, 1944, the 
-~ 

prisons noro not under General Yannsh1to. a.t r.11, but 
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uoro ~iroctl.J umor the SUprom~ Southorn command, is 

thc.t corroct7 
. . . 

4 . Whilo it ia my- bol1ot .that thnt is truo, I hnve --: 

. rio~ 1ntormat1on to g~vo ru,y moro .thnri this __surmise. ·· 
. . . , . . -,. .. . 
Q Not,, one rp'~ subJoct -~ J 

QBNERJJ, BEYHOLDS: Tho COtlmiadon into:rrupta. 
. . . 

Whnt doos tho Dotoneo _mOL'.n by "coa:iisSCU'int"t 

- C.\PT/.IN REBLa It 1a aimilnr . to our aorvioes 

of supply, as I .undoratAid it. 

· COl,Wl.NI>ER BARTLETT: The d.ictionnry gives 1t 41, 

"lino ot comcunicnt1ons," ond thet is tho uo.y ,,o tro.na

lo.ted it oarlio~ in tho t oaticony. 

CM>T/.IN REEL: ,\s ~ I~ umorstcm it, tho SO•Callod 

I conrlissarint, using tho \70rd 1n th English aonso, nonns 

supply. Tho coDCissnrint wns directly undor th Suprouo 

Southern Comt'lO.Jld until Count Tornuchi movod out ot 

'horo in tho ciddlc ot Novcnbor, 

GDNE.R.L REYNOLDS: Doos toot complete the .ques

tioning ~n _th~t po1ntt 

Cf.PTI.IN REEL: Yos, 

GENE.P t.:.:, REYNOLDS: Whnt·1S your third point? 

.. Clll'Tt l.rr P:eEL: It hns to do ":"'- I ru.1 not sure ,·,hnt 

·tho intormnt1on is ~- but· our intornation is thrit 
. 

Gonernl. YokoyOL1n uns notitiod by t~ Spanish Oovornriont 

ot mistrca.tnont' or Spanish civilians. \10 want to krio\"r 

it he was notified, and if so, uhnt h¢i did. 

GENER/.!. REYNOIDS: We ,1111 pormit you c. very !mt 
I 

questions on .tho subject. 

Q (By Cr,.ptnin R·col) When you r1crc in ch!lrgc of tho 

• 
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. . 
Shimbu nrmy, wore you nt ~ time notified by Genercl · 

Yamnsh~ta ot c _proteat relntivo to. Span1ah e1v111anat 

A . There . tma such mi oceaaion. 
. . -.. ...Q l1hon·~s that? 

• • ... r- • • 

I bcliovo · that ttas the oarly part ot AJ)1"11 ot this• 

yenr. 
I 

Q 1.nd whnt uas tho a batnnco ot the meaaago tbQ.t you 
.. 

got trom Gonerr-.l Yamaahi tA? 

A It uas an order to the ettoct thllt n complaint~ 

_inquiry trc::i Totio with rognrd to olloged miatroatment of 

Spanish persons hnd been received, and tor me to 1nat11ate 

n thorough 1.nvost1gnt1on. 

Q And did the measnge say ubore tho mistrentment took 

place? 

A I cannot remember the pl.nee. 

Q Di.d you anmer thnt message? 

A I did. 
.._ 

Q . And what ,ms your anS\'ler? 
.. . 

A About a wEfek ·inter I sent a messnge somewhnt aa 

follo.us: It ,ms to the ettect that while I have tried ta 

investigntc l;h~ matter I havo not been nble to find miy 

ot the fact3 and will continue to hunt tor· the tacts. 

Q What did you do nllout .1nvest1gat1ng the matter? 

A Altho~gh nt thht tiQe we were, the .American attacks 

on all groups -- all groups were under severe attack tron 

the U~ted Stntes tro9ps, I instructed my chief ot statf 

to caref'Ully inquire .from and 1.nstruct nny persons coming: 

from Manila or \Vho had been v1s1ting Mani.la with respect 

to this matter. I tlso told them that if 1n the future 
'. "~ 

you have -~ 
\,. 

opportunity keep ·your mind on this, be care-

ful nbout this matter. 
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Q , Did tho o ssage indicate thnt the ciatreatment took 

placo in M~l.n? 
-

A I -understood it t9 'bo so • . 

Q Did you send any• scout1pg parties ·into anila to . 

find out · about this? 

A I did not send any scouting pnrty in~o the .city 

personnl.ly. However, allot oy groups woro sending 

scouting portios into tho city to scout tho American troope,
' . 

and it 1 my boliot that thoy were instructed to koop the ir 

oyos open with respect to this incident. 

Q Did you get any information r elative to this inci-

dent? 

A I never r eceived nny intottation. 

~ Did you conmunicato with Gonornl Yo.cashitn nbout 

it ottor that? 

A Not since that titlo. 

Q Why not? 
......

i~ I did not have tin10, n;nd because of tho hoavy 

attack f~om United States troops I was too busy. Tho 

situation wa·s so grave that I wns .WUlblo to send such o. 

mossago and my coiilDunications had broken down. 

C.APT iIH REEL a Thot' s all. 

GENl!JL.L REYNOLDS a Doos Prose!=Ution have any 
. ' 

genuinely important points to bring up? 

CAPTl1IN Pl ..CEa Yos, sir. I hnve about two, -if I 

Lmy. 

GSNERidi REYNOLDS1 Vie will let )l'ou bring up two. 
. ' 

REDIRECT EXAMINii.T~ON 

Q (By C~ptain Pace) f/ho was in comcanq of the 
r • 
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regicont in Bntongas Province? 

,.. Ftijishige, a Colonel who might have boon procote~ 
. 

to a 1~ajor Gonor~l, although .I arn ·not su,ro. 

Q t1l£it .WQS tho n8I.":O Of .~j,i&hige I 8 hOlldquartor 8? 
. . 

(T~cmslntod by Coonandor Bcrtl~tt) 

CO~.NDER. BiJlTLETTs It will" havo · to bo shown on 

the ·oop, sir. I cannot put propor nouns bo.ck nnd. forth. 

Ho can point 1t __ out on thnt tirst oo.p that ilas shown hw. 

C.APT ..IN PACE a It I runy ask hie tho -question di!~ 

forently I e.r.: sure that ho rtill givo a ditteront nnsv r. 

Q (By Captain Paco) Uas Fujishigo•s hcadqunrtora 

known ~s Fuji Ho~dan? 

A Yes, _sir. 

CJJ>Ti.IN Pl~CEs Mark this tor identification, plonae. 

(Original -Japanese cor:u::uni-
. cation horcimtter r oterred 

to was narkod P.rosocution 
. Exhibit No. 353.) 

Q (By Captain Paco) Will you look at Exhibit 353 
'-.. 

for idontificut ion and soe if this was issued by Fujishigo 1 1 

Fuji Hoidnn•s· headquarters? 

A (Exaoin1ng exhibit). 

ClJ>TJ..IN PlLCE s Will you ask the witness to look 

at the he~ding and see what headquarters issued that? . 

THE WITNESS (Through Commander Bartlett)a I think 

if I read it all_the· way through I can firid out where it 

came from. 

This was issued by a Marine or Sea Service --

. (Where· pon the witness 1nterrupted9speak1ng in own 
\. 

lantuag~.. ) 
.. . ·, . ~ .. 
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. .. 
CCJJMANDBR BARTLBTTi Strike out the tirst· part. 

• fllB VIITNESS1 (Through .C~er Bartlett) From · 
. . 

exa&nination ot this it . appears ~o haft bHn uaued b_" a 
. . . . 

Karine or sea communicat191'l . unit,, one·-perhape having to 
I • • J 

do' with small ~b~ats, which- waa · ocated· 1~ that vicinity, 

although I cannot _say whether. tbia particular paper aa 

actually issued from there or not. 

Q ·(By Captain · Pace) Was · that unit under --

. COIOUNI>III BJLRTLETTa 11 Reconna11ance unittl migh~ -be 

a better term. 

Q (By Captain Pace) Was that unit under Fujiahi'ge? 

A It was not part ot .his command at the start. It 

was to have come into this command when the sea operations 

should have co rs to an end. 

Q Was tha.t prior to January, 1945? 

A It is my itnpression that the entire unit came under 

Fuji Heidan command about the end ot February ot this year, 
....... 

Q You are sure or that, are you? . 
A · That is my guess. I cannot say that I am sure about 

it. 

Q · What ·is the date on this, Exhibit 353? 

A I believe that is the 8th day or March. The unit 

was in the . vicinity of Fujishige all along that time, 

CAPTAIN PACE1 I otter · Exhibit 353 tor identifica

tion in evidence, sir, 

CAPTAIN BARTLETTs Will you strike out that last 

answer of mine and change it to "The head or that unit 

was establishe~ close to Fujishige's quarters all during 

that time". 
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CAP!AIN Rl!;ELs Sir, relative to the prottered ex-
' hibit, Detense objects to · its admission on the .grrund 

that it has ~ever .been properly identified. This wit-

ness did not l<':entify -1t. It is not his eXhibit·, . it ia 
~ . . .--. 

not his order; . it 1• not his Wl'iting, wti.at'eve.r it nay be. -. 

It 1s not identified. 

MAJOR l~Rs Sir, we shall _identity it Monday. · 

CAPTAIN REELa Then• let it be offered w~en it is 

identif'ied, 

liAJOR KERR1 Ye shall withdraw the otter now and 

re-offer -it Monday. 

GENE1.i~ REYNOIDSa Ve.ry well. Any turther ques-

tions? 

CAPTAIN PACEa One more, sir. 

Q (By Captain Pace) Dia the Americnns attack llanila 

from the sea? 

A Thor · was al~ays the chance or expectation that 

they would do so. ._ 

CAPT.a.IN PACEa That is all we have, sir. 

CA.PTAIN .REELa I -have Justtwo questions; sir, on 

the matter brought out on redirect for the first time, 

namely, the pro~fered exhi~it. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

Q (By Captain Reel) The paper ,which you identified 
• as a message, had you ever seen that or anything like- it 

be'f'ore? 

A I have never seen anything like that and I have 

never received any message similar to that. 

CilPTAIN REEL1 That's all• 
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I ' GFlUllAL RBnJOLl)Sa One· question by the Commission. 

-~ArQ whB Naval torces under your· control restr~cted to the 

Manila aroa trom thQ time ·they _came under · your control ~til ..-
the evacuation of Uan~la? 

.COlDr!ANDER BARTLETTa · ~111 you read that, pleaaa?· 

{Question read) 

THE WITNBS8a No, They were not res-tricted~ . No. 

They were given as a line o cOlllllUllication a line trom 

'KcK1nley cast. 

GENERAL . REYNOLDSa · We will ask this question, --

COMUANDER B/~TLETTa I would like to clarify that 

last answer, if I may, 1ir. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS a All right, 

(Inquiry made or witness by Commo.ndor Bartlett) 

THE WITNESSa The main force was us ed or employed 

outside of the City or Manila, that is, or t he Naval forces, 

CJJ>TkIN REELi Could we have that read back, please? 

(Answer read) ~ 

GENERAL REYNOLDS1 Du;ring the period of October 

through to th~ Japanese ·surrender were there Naval units 

operating in Lipa? 

THE WI'LlESSa I believe that there \iere none in · 

Lipa. 

GENERAL REYNOLDS a 'ii hat about San Po.blo? 

THE WITNESSa There were none there, 

GENERAL REYNOLDSa What about Batangas? 

THE WITNESS a At Batangas Bay and at the Bay ,·,est 

ot. Ba~as, Balayan -- . r 

COMMANDER BARTLETT s I think we had bet.tar check 
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~ ... ·. 

, . 

that wi~h the· map atterwa~d. · · : __ 
. . . 

• ~ • ,,/11, 

THE \lITNESS I ""'!' and e~·; of ·Batan,ina 1n ·t;he Ba, 

ot -:ta.yabaa thero wero · snJQ].l -Naval unit,. 
• ' • 1' 

dENERAL REYNOLDS1 Tho··coimn1"111on will recess until. 
~ . - .. 

-_. .. 
' 

' ~. . ...,. 

, 

• ...ii!>8130 Monday morning, 
- < 

(ifueroup-on at 1720 hours, 17 November. ~194;,. ~~e .. 
. .. ..· ' 

trinl was adjourned until 0830· hour•• ·_19 .November 19.4:,.) 

... 

.. 

.. 

I . 

.. 
~ . • 
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