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EROQCEEDINGS

- GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session,
The Prosecution may proceed, ‘ ; :
.~ MAJOR KERR:  8ir, all the n.nyera\oi the co-qassian
are present, the Accused and Defense Counsel are present,
We will ﬁrdcoed. % - , '
‘ - CAPTAIN CALYER: : Paul Hennesen.

R ~ PAUL HENNESEN
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name, please?

s

Paul Hennesen,

How old are you, Mr. Hennesen?

42 years, R St

What is your nationality?

American.,

Where do you live?

21 Slerra Madre, Quezon City.

Were you confined in Los Banos Internment Camp?
Yes, 'sir,

From what date until what date?

From May 14, 1943 to February 23, 1945.

During the period beginning in October, 1944 will
you tell the Commission what food you received?

A From October, or in October, 1944 we received or

O P o P O > O P O P O »P» O

were supposed to receive 225 grams of rice or corn,
Q--# Per day?

A Per day, per person.

e AR



Q What did you receive? ,

A ~Well, our committee believed that we did receive the
first ration, but after we weighed it out we found that the
six days' ration only lasted four days.' When we received
the Socond ration we weighed the sacks and found out a Qo-

" ficiency of from 20 to 40 pounds per sack, Our committee -
complained to the Japanese authorities and the commandant
said he would check up by the next ration and reimburse us

for the deficiency. But he never did,

Q Who was the commandant of that camp?
A Lt. Col, Iwanaka.
Q Do you know the names of any other Japanese who were

in control there?

L Sgt. Major Konichi,

Q In November, 1944 was the ration cut?

A In November the ration was cut from 225 grams to 175
grams,

Q And subsequently was it again cut?

A We received 175 grams until about the early part of

January and then for several days we didn't get anything
and then again we had one or two meals just like the
Japanese felt what they were going to give us.

Q What food were you receiving in February, 1945?

A We received in February '45 -- We received about
food to average not more than 125 grams a day.

Q What was the last date that you receivéd any food
from thg Japanese?

A The last palatable food we received on the 15th of
February-‘ad on the 16th eof February we received a can of
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supposedly 500 grams of palay.

Q What is that? |
A Tt 1s what you feed the chickens: unhulled rice.
Q How long was that supposed to last?
A That was supposed to last ué for four days or other-

wise_until February 20th, but when the 20th came the Tapa-
nese made a statemenf that they did not have any additional
food, and on the evening of the 22nd, on George Washington's
Birthday, 17 men were sent out to get 30 or 40 sacks of
additional palay, which was never distributed to us -- to

the interneces.,

0 When were you liberated?
A Februory 23rd.
Q During this period from October '44 until February

'45 how many people were interned in that camp?
Well, the last roll call we had was 2,243.
When was that?

That was in January -- in February,

Did you have a garden at that camp?

>0 P oo

We had a garden in Los Banos, We started our own
garden as soon as we came there and altogether we had about
ten acres, and in, I think, September or October the Japa=-
nese decided that they needed half the camp for military
purposes, and half of this camp included about six acres

of our garden which was just ripe for harvesting. We

never got the harvest of the garden.

Q And was that thereafter placed out of bounds to the
internees?
A Yes, sir, A sawale fence was put around there,
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Q Did you have any other source of food?

A Well, sir, we had, In, I believe it was, June or July
we bought from canteen money, or, I should say, from canteen
surplus money, one hundred small pigs on the strength of the
;hpanese promise that they would give us food for-those
pigs. Well, sii, I was construction man at the camp and

I constructed the pigpens and the housing for the people to
watch the pigs. And 32 of those pigs hied and later it was
so bad that we couldn't have any more food, the committee
decided to kill the pigs as intelligently and as economi-
cally as possible as we could,

Q As to those 32 that you said died, do you know why
they died?
A Well, I guess they died of starvation. We didn't

have any food.

Q Did there come a time when you had occasion to weigh
the pigs that you still had?

A Carl Warner, who was in charge of the pigpen, and
Ralph Custo, who was a civilian employee of Nichols Field,
and myself -- we weighed twenty pigs one week during
November, I think, and the following week we weighed

those pigs again and they lost an average of 400 pounds in

about one week. s

Q What did you do with those that were le;if

A We killed them, I think three or four per week,

and the heaviest we had left was 21 kilos.

Q About how much meat did they provide for the people
‘1nterned in the camp?

A Well, sir, if you multiply ?1 x'3 or 4 you got about
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85 kilos for 2,200 people.

Q _  Was that the only meat that you had?

'A" Yes, sir. '

Q Will you tell the Cammission‘about the housing con-
ditions there? '

A The barracks were built by Filipino laborers., The

stumps were 4 x 2 and the whole thihg was 2 x 6, Our com-
mittee, or, I should say, our chairman, Mr. Calhoun,of our
committee, complained of the insecurity of the barracks.
But the Japs knew, They told him that they knew that the
barracks were sufficient and strong enough to hold us, al=-
though on August 26, 1943 we had a small typhoon and seven
of the barracks collapsed.

Q How many people were quartered in each of these
buildings?

A An average of about between 102 and 108.

Q What sanitary facilities were provided?

A According to the Japanese contractor, he told our

committee that it was out of his power to build sanitary
toilets. The only thing we had in the barracks when we
‘moved into the barracks was one tap for a hundred people,
and we had those, as we call, Philippine "midden sheds",
with buckets underneath,

Our committee refused to move in under such con=-
ditions and the Japanese commandant told us "All right,
You build your own toilets", which we did.

Q Getting back to the food situation for a moment,
was there a time when the Japanese attempted to sell

things to the internees?
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A Yes, sir. .
Q Will you tell about that, please?

A They started late in December around Christuas time,
The Japanese =- ' '
Q Of what ye@r?

A 1944, The Japanese.soldiers came afound‘ko the

barracks bartering for wrist watches, diamond bracelets,
pearls; anything they could get a hold of.

Q And what did they offer in return for those articles?
A Rice, mongo beans, and sugar. If I may be so bold,
this wristwatch here (indicating), Lieutenant Ito of the
camp offered me five kilos of sugar and five kilos of mongo
beans for it.

Q Had there been any statement by the Japanese about
that time with reference to the food supplies available in
the vicinity®?

A There had. Yes, sir,
Q What did they say?
A According to the bulletin which was given us by our

committee, it read "The world is short on food., The
American Army 1is starving in the Pacific, The British and
the English are starving in Australia, Even the Japanese
Imperial Army hasn't got enough food".

Q And yet about the same time they were offering to
sell food?
A Yes, sir, We paid -- I remember my wife was

sick and I paid 36 Filipino pesos, 18 dollars, for one
cocoanut, |

Q Did you ever see a man at the Los Banos camp by
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the name of General Ko?

A Yes, sir,
Q . When?
A He was there twice: once late in '44 and once early

in January, 1945. ,
Q What happened when he was there?
A " We were advised by the éommandant that General Ko

E ]

would 1nsp3§t the camp, and our committee prepared a com-
plaint about the inadequacy of food, sanitation and general
living conditions., And I saw our committee personally
lined up in front of the commandant's office, and when General
Ko came out with two trucks of, I would call them, "pro=-
tectors" he refused even to say "Hello!" to our committee.,
Everything was going to the Japanese.

Later I asked Calhoun, our chairman, -- I asked
"How did you make out?" He said "We never had a chance to

talk to Ko" -- to General Ko,

Q Was there any change in the camp conditions after
that?

A The food got consistently worse, or less, I should
say.

Q Do you remember an incident that occurred in the

camp on the 20th of January, 1945%

A Yes, sirj I do.

Q Will you tell the Commission about that incident?

A I was in front of the hospital -~ the camp hospital ==

which is facing the main road and I saw a commotion going
on in the north end of the camp., My wife was at the time
working at the north end of the camp in the garden, I got
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kind of worried and I ran over there, Then all or‘a sudden
I saw‘Japanese coming down the field, Two of them had

“ wooden éuns which they used for eiercising. - Then they
called the guard and they blocked the road, so I could

not get to my wife. But I ran around the back 6f the

-~ hospital .anﬁ looked right into the gulley, and I saw one =
‘of the internees sliding down the gulley facing the camp.
When I just looked at them a shot was fired and a man fell
face down into the gulley.

Yho was that man?

Howard Held.

Was he also known as "Pat" Held”

Yes, sir, We knew him as "Pat" Held.

All right. Will you tell what happened after that?

o0 P2 O P O

After the body was laying still, the Japanese opened
fire from the gymnasium, which is facing the gulley, and
fired five more shots at "Pat" Held. After this Konichi,
the Sgt. Major, and some of the Japanese went down there
and Konichi came back and told our chairman, Mr. Heichert,
and Father McCarthy, a Catholic priest, and two more in-
ternees to get a stretcher and get "Pat" Held into the
camp.,

They went out, got "Pat" Held, brought him to the
hospital, and I was just coming back from the back of the
hospital and I saw the face of "Pat" Held, The blanket
had slipped a little off and I could see his face and his
beard.

Q There is no question about the identity of that
man?
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A No, sir,

Q Which way was he proceeding at the time of the shot?
A . When I saw him he was sliding down the gulley and
the only way you can slide down this gulley is facing the\

camp., '

Q Do you mean to say that he was coming back to the
camp? ‘ '

A }ie tried to come back into the camp. Yes, sir.,

Q Do you know the purpose for which he had been out?

A Well, after he was found there was a native bag was

found with some grecns in it and two cocoanuts. The man
was apparently out there to get some food somewheres.

Q Had that been a common practice?

A No, it had not. But, you see, when the Japs went
away on January 6th, or, I should say, the night of January
6th, they turned the camp over to our committee and we felt
that we are no longer responsible to the Japanese.

n When the Japanese left on this occasion of which you
speak, was there any food left in the camp?

A Yes, sir,
Q What became of it?
A Well, our committee told us "Since the Japanese have

abandoned camp we feel that it is our right and privilege
to take that food, what is left by the Japanese in their
bodega.

Q And was some of it taken by the internees?

A That I do not know, sir, It was all taken. It was

turned over to the kitchen,

Q Do you know whether there was any of it still there
»
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when the Japanese returned?

A There was some pigs left, but not all of them, When
the Japanese returned on February 13th they started --

Just a minute, please. Is that January or February?
February 13th,

When they came back?
January 13th, I should say. January 13th,
Yes. What happened then?

o
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They came back about 2:00 o'clock in the morning
~and the first thing they did, go in the kitchen and lock
the bodega. Then they proceeded systematically the fol-
lowing day and the days after to keep on searching for

lost property. They insisted that we were responsible

for property left by them, although,it was all abandoned
and it was judt one big mess laying there. I admit that
some internees took some stuff, but since they had abandoned
it they might as well have taken it.

Q All right, After the Japanese returned was there
an occasion when they demanded that food be returned to the

bodega?

A Yes, sir; there was.

Q Will you explain that~“

A Our committee felt that we should have some additional

food and they started to distribute five kilos of rice per
person to each internee. Konichi got hold of this infor-
mation and insisted that all the rice taken from the Japa-
nese bodega be returned., And he made Frank Bennett, our
kitchen director, personally responsible and threatened to
shoot him if the rice was not returned the same day. We

»
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of cdurse returned all the rice that day.

Q Mr. Hennesen, do you also recall an incident that
happened on the 28th of January, 19457

A Yes, sirj; I do.
Q - Will you explain that incident?

A It was about 7:00 o'clock in the morning on February

twentieth -- January 28th, I was just ready to start my

" fire, and looking up the road I saw two Japanese soldiers
standing in Barracks 12, I thought it was kind of funny,

with guns pointed, And just when I was looking one soldier
fired a shot and I saw a man, who was too far distant, falling
down between the two fences. We had fcnces there -- barbed

wire fences about eight feet apart.

Q Do you know who that man was?

A The man was George Lewis,

Q What happened to him?

A I tried to get over the main road to see what really

happened, but the Japanese blocked the main road. So I
ran away around their ovn barracks in the back and I saw
two soldiers dragging George Lewis to the inside fence of
the camp and placing him on a board about eight feet =--

12 x 8 feet, 1 x 8 feet. Then they called two more Japa=-
nese from the guard house and they dregged George Lewils to

the guard house on the southeast corner of the camp.

Q Just a minute, please. Do you know where he was
shot that first time?

A He was shot in the shoulder.

Q And as he was carried from the spot where he was

shot to this place near the guardhouse did you see him?
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A Yes, sir; I 4id.

Q Do idu know whether he was alive?

A He must have been alive because he tried to raise his
right arm and tried to put it over his abdomen,

Q . You saw that?

_A. Yes, sir; T did. ~

Q What happened after he was taken to the guardhou:e?‘
- A : Our committee started immediately a protest of such

brutal shooting and tried to get medical and church aid to
the man, The commandant refused both of them, And later

- on I read the statement later on that, No matter how lightly

the man had been wounded, he would have to kill him anyhow
since he had "orders to do so from the Titperial headquarters

of Manila".

fag “Where did you read that statement?

A On the bulletin board in Barracks 15,

Q Did you see any Japanese in the vicinity of Lewis at

the time he was lying near the guardhouse?

A There were seven Japanese soldiers right in front of
Lewis.

Q And who else?

A Later on, after our committee argued with them,

Konichi and the commandant came also over there,

Q What happened at that time?

A Konichi was talking to the commandant in Japanese,
“which I could not understand, and then he called Japanese
soldiers to attention, lined them up -- seven of them --
and then hé pulled out h's own pistol, I remember the
pistol very well, It was a pearl-handled white pistol.
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'He gave it to one of the soldiers, the second from the fight{
-He stepped forward, put the nistol right against Lewis' head
and pulled the trigger.

Q Was ‘Lewis alive at the time that shot was fired?
- A r Yes, gir. .
Q Where were you standing?
A "1 ‘sneaked ocut through the church, which is the last

barrack in the camp, and we could see from the church window
over the fence into the guardhouse,

Q Did you actually see what happened at that time?

A Yes, sir; I did,

Q What happened to Lewis?

A We buried him the following morning.

Q Going back to the incident with relation to "Pat"

Held, were you present when he was buried?

A Yes, sir.

Q When was that?

A That was on January 21lst.

Q The day following the shooting?
A That's right,

CAPTAIN CALYER: You may examine,
CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) DNow, can you tell us the ration
of food that you had in September 1944%
A We had about 250 grams of rice or corn and greens
included,
Q And was that the actual amount that you received in
September 19447

A Yes, sir,
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 Q Now, I think you told us about November but not about.
- "October, What was the ration in October, 19447

A They started to cut down the rations in October of
l44.

- Q ' Well, what was the ration?
A Well, somet{més we had 200 grams, sometimes we had

190 grams. It was never a definite amount. The best
thing I ean explain it was that we had a small billet can
that are supposed to have 100 grams:- of rice which we had
twice a day.,

Q This palay that you told us about, that is unpolished
rice? .

A No, sir, It 1s unhulled rice,

Q Unhulled rice?

A That's right,

Q And that 1s a food that is used here in the Philippine

Islands considerably?

A Yes, sir -~ but not for human consumption,

Q You mean human beings in the Philippine Islands do
not eat palay?

A No, sir., They couldn't,

Q * You are sure of that?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right, Now, relative to these plgs about which
you told s Incidentally, Mr. Hennesen, are you a veter=-
inary?

A No, sir; I am not,

Q And are you a physiéian?

A No, sir. I am a mechanical engineer,
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Q You are a mechanical engineer. 8o that when you
.‘told us that (and I am now quoting) "I guess the pigs died
of starvation" that "guess" is not based on any scientific
personal knowledge that you have?

A _ Well, since I was the one reeding the pigs I know
'we didn't have any chow for them,
-You didn't have any what?

We didn't have any food for them,
fbu fed the pigs?

Yes, sir,

What did you feed them?

Well, when we got the pigs we fed them the leftovers

s O P O P O

of corn and rice and some potato peelings and greens; what-
ever we could get,

Q . Yes?

A And at one time we thought the Japanesc were sincere
in helping us feeding those pigs.

Q No, The question was, What did you feed the pigs?

Now, you have told us some of the things, Was there any=

thing else you fed the pigs?

A Well, we fed them potato peelings, camote food,
concong, leftovers from the kitchen, That is about all.
Q So that they were fed on leftovers from the kitchen?
A That's right,

Q And if there were no leftovers from the kitchen I

suppose there would be nothing left to feed the pigs?

A No, sir.
Q All right, Did you get money from the camp autho-
rities?
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Yes, sir; we did, ; ‘ ,
How much money did you get from the camp authorities?
We got 50 pesos of "Mickey Mouse" monéy a month,

50 per month?

Yes, sir,
And that was all through the internment?

> ©O > o p o B

No, sir. That started in -- That started in
July or June 1944, '

Q And continued until the end?

A And continued until December.

Q | December of '44%

A That's right,

Q Now, I think you told about moving into the barracks

and building your own toilets. When was that done?
A In 1943.

Q That was considerably before the period covered by
this case?
A Yes, sir,

Q Now, when General Ko came to the camp, which you

described, -- Do you know General Ko?

A Yes, sir; I do.

Q I think you said that a Mr., Calhoun told you that
he never had a chance to talk to General Ko,

A That's right,

Q Do you know whether he gave the complaint that was

prepared to anyone else?

A Pardon, sir?

Q Do you know whether or not he gave the compiaint
that was prepafed by the Committee to anyone other than
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General Ko?

No, sir; I do not,
You didn't ask him about that?
No, sir,

Now, this case of Heid, you sald that Held was fired

S

at while he was "sliding down the gulley",

A

Q

That's right,.

Was that gulley outside of the camp enclosure?

It was outside of the camp enclosure, sir,

And, as I understand it, you had two sets of fences
this camp?

That's right,

And this gulley was outside both of them?

That's right,

And he had with him a bag with some food in it; is

that correct?

A
Q

That's right, /
Prior to the 7th of January had anyone gone out of

that enclosure without permission of the Japanese?

A
Q

To the best of my knowledge, I don't think so, sir,
And the Japanese came back to the camp on about the

14th of January?

> O = o » O P

13th of January.

lath of January?

13th of January.

13th of January?

That's right.,

This happened oh what day? The 20th of January?
That's right,
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_Qr Now, when the Japanese left on the 7th of January
they left some food in the bodega?

' That!s right,

Q “When the Japs returned there was still some food
1eft in the bodega; is that right?

A I shbuld say that there was some livestoc;k left,
sir,

Q Pigs?

A Pigs. That's all, Belonging to the Japanese.

Q Pigs belonging to the Japanese?

A That's right,

Q Any other food at all left?

A Not that I know of, sir,

Q But the various internces had rice that had been
taken from the bodega?

A Pardon?

Q The various internees personally had rice that had
been taken from the bodegaj is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that was the rice given back when the Japanese
demanded it?

A That's right,

Q So that when the Japs came back after the 13th of
January there were still left pigs in the bodega and the
rice in the hands of the internees; is that correct?

A No, sir; not after the Japs came back,

Q But befa;g\they had returned on the 13th of January?
A That's right,

Q 0. K« On the 28th of January, this matter of George
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Lewis: Where was he when you first saw him shot by one
‘soldier?

A He was between the two wire fences, sir,

Q In other words, he was outside of the first fence

but had not yet gotten outside of the sccond?

A That's right,
Q Do you know what he was doing?
A No, sirj; I do nots May I correct this guestion,

sir. There was a fence, they called, of "camino" weeds.

It was all grown along the fence. And our Professor
Kearns, who is the professor at the university there, --

he told us that these weeds are edible, and I myself
sneaked on to the fence -- never through the fence --

and got some of these weeds. Now, I don't know whe-

ther Lewis had the same intention,

Q You were able to gct the weeds without going outside
the fence?

A At the time, yes. But later on every internee wanted
some of them and we had to reach quite into the fence to get
some of them,

Q Was it the habit of the infcrnees to get outside of )
the inside fence?

A No, sir.

Q I think you said you saw some sort of an order on a

bulletin board.

A Yes, sir.

Q When gid you see that order?
A After.Lewis was executed.

Q What day?
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I think it was the day after.
The 29th of January?
The 29th of January.

O > o >

~ And will you téll us as near as you can recollect -
exactly what that order said?

_ A As near as I can recollect it says in the first para-
graph the complaint - It stated in the first paragraph
the'complaint of our committee to the Japanese., In fact,
they called this a "brutal and savage murder which should
never have been done in any civilized country", Later on
we got the answer from the commandant in which he says that
it was out of his power to save George Lewis,

Q Let's get this straight now, Is this on the order
that you saw posted?

A Yes, sir.
0 - And this is all in the first paragraph?
A No, sir, I said the first paragraph was our complaint

to the commandant.
Lg\\ _All right. Now, what is the second paragraph?
A \__, I wouldn't say for sure that it was thc second or
 third paragraph, but the answer of the commandant I read
definitely and it sald, amongst others, that it was out of
his power tb save George Lewis since he had "orders from
the Imperial headquarters of Manila" to kill anyone attemp=-
ting or escaping from the camp,
Q "To kill anyone attempting to escape from the camp";
is that right?
A Yes, sir,

Q As near as you can recollect, that was the language
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used?

A Yes, sir,

Q And you are sure that the order said that the orders
came from "the Imperial ﬁeadquarters in Manila"?

A Definitely, sir,

‘Q ' Did it say the "prison headquarters in Manila"?
A, No, sir, ‘

Q Or the "commissary headquarters in Manila"?

| No, sir,

And you are sure it said the "Imperial headquarters
in Manila"?
A That's right,
Q And you are as sure of that as you are of everything
you have told us about this order?
A That's right,
Q And is it fair to say that this paper that you have
called an "order" was a statement from the commandant of
the Los Banos camp?
A It was a statement from the commandant of the Los

Banos camp put out by our committee.

Q Put out by your committee?

A That's right,

Q In other words, the thing was written by your com-
mittee?

A That's right.

Q Who signed it?

A Our chairman, Mr. Heichert,

0 Mr. who?

A Heichert; H-e=-l-c-h-e-r-t,
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Q It wasgft signed by anybody connected with the Los
Banos camb? | ' y
A I don't recall, sir, |

CAPTAIN REEL: That's all,

‘ | ' 'REDIRECT EXAMINATION

‘ Q . (By Captain Calyer) Mr. Hennesen, wi%hlrelation to
George Lewis, do you know which way he was proceeding at
the.time he was shot?
A He was shot through his chest., which means he had to
face the Japanese inside the camp, He was trying to come
into the camp, Otherwise he would have been shot through
the back.,
Q Do you know whether at any time immediately before
or following that shooting George Lewis was given a trial?
A I do not ﬁnow, sir, The only thing I saw was that
George Lewls was laying from the time he was dragged to
the guardhouse =-- he was laying on the bench of the
guardhouse uptil he was killed,
Q He lay there all that time?
A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN CALYER: Any other questions?

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes,

RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) You weren't with him all the time
between the time he was shot first and the time he was killed,
were you? '
A I was not with him but I was within seeing distance
of him, sir,
Q Were you watching him all that time?
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Yes, sir,

How much time elapsed?

About three-quarters of an hour, sir.
You watched every minute of that time?

> O b O =

'Yes, sir, We couldn't get out because the Japanese

were patroling the rpad.

Q You ‘don't know whether he had'a trial or not?
A NO, Siro
Q When you say he was coming back to the camp you )

base that entirely on the fact that he was shot through

the chest? '

A He was facing the camp, sir,

Q Didn't you tell us before on ycur first examination
that you didn't see wherec he was going when he was shot?

A I said in my examination that he was between the two
fences,

Q Did you see him walking back towards the camp when
he was shot?

A There was only eight feet between us, When the

shot was fired he was coming to the second or inside fence.

Q And you base that on the fact that he was shot through
the chest?
A That's all, Yes.

CAPTAIN REEL: That's all,
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you, Mr, Hennesen, That's all,

(viitness excused)
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CAPTAIN CALYER: We will call Mr, DeWitt.
CLYDE A. DEWITT

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being

first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION

" (By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name,

please? _

> O P> O B O P O o > O >

Clyde A. DeWitt.

How old are you, Mr, DeWitt?
66 years.,

What is your nationality?

American.

‘What is your occupation?

I am a lawyer.,

Where do you reside, Mr, DeWitt?

Manila,

Were you confined in the Los Banos internment camp?
Yes, sir, |

During what period?

From the 14th of October, 1944, until the 23rd of

February, 1945.

During a part of that period were you a member of

Q

the camp committee?

A Yes, sir,

Q During what period were you a member of that com=-
mittee? _

A I don't remember the date; from January, howevef,

until the liberation of the camp. From sometime in

January until the liberation of the camp.
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Q  Do you recall the time in January of 1945, wheh
the Japanese left the camp?

A Yes, sir. -

Q Do you‘knbw whether any food was left in the camp
at that time? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Was there anything said by the Japanese to the camp
committee with reference to that food? |

A I do not know.

Q Was there a meeting between the Japahese and cer-
tain members of the committee prior to the Japanese
leaving? |

A So I understand.

CAPTAIN REEL: Pardon me, sir, but for the purpose
of clarifying this could we have the Prosecution establish
whether the witness was on the camp committee on the 7th
of January?

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Very well,

Q (By Captain Calyer) Were you a member of the
committee at that time, sir?

A It seems to me that I was; I am not sure.

Q Whether you were a member of the 6ommittee or not,
as I understand it, you were not present at the meeting?
A That is right,

Q Did you receive a report of the meeting?
A I don't remember if we did or not.
Q Well, do you have any information as to what

occurred as a result of that meeting?
A Well, I always understood that when the Japanese
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‘left they left for good and that abandonment of the camp
was a hasty abandonment, and as a result everything
they left behind was seized and distributed, and part of
' 4t was distributed, I know that. I know that during

" that week of frewdom we got, each of us, five kilos of

_ rice.
Q Was there still rice left at the time tha Jupanesa
returned”
A I don't know.
Q Was there any rice distributed by the committee

after the Japanese returned?

A A distribution was begun. It was passed around
among the barracks and I believe actual distribution in
some of the barracks among the internees of the barracks
had begun. We received word that Konichi had ordered
the return of the rice, of that rice, and had threatened
that Frank Bennett would be shot unless the rice was re-
turned.

Q Who was Frank Bennett?

A Frank Bennett was in charge of the kitchen, I think,
the kitchen or the ration distribution,

Q Was that rice returned?

A Yes, sir, that rice of that second distribution was

returned. We had kept, we kept the other rice; in fact,
we ate part of it.

Q Now, Mr, DeWitt, were you a member of the camp
committee on the 28th of January, 1945%

A Yes, sir; I was.,

Q What was your official position on the committee
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at that time?

A Let's see. I was a work assignment member of the
committee.

Q Were you leo the secretary to the committee®

A I don't think so. I think George Gray was the

secretary of the committee.
'Q Do you recell an incident that happened on the 28th
- of January, 1945°

A The shooting of George Lewis, the murder of George
Lewis,

Q Did you see that?

A No, sir,

Q How did you know of the shooting of George Lewis
on that day”

A Well, I was in my shack between barracks 24 and 23

on the hillside having my breckfast when I heard the shot,
and shortly thereafter !ir. Watty, who was vice-chairman
of the committec, came by and reported that George Lewis
had been wounded. He had been refused medical attention,
that they had been arguing with the commandant to let it
go at that, but that the commandant said that he was
seriously wounded, but even if he died he would have to

be shot again, That is what lir. Watty said to me.

Q Was there a meeting of the camp committee there-
after?

A There was that morning.

Q You say there was a meeting?

A Yes, that was after he was killed.

Q Well, before the second shooting, was there a pro=
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test prepared?

-

A ~ No, there wasn't fime. ,

Q | Dufing the morning was there a protest prepafed?
A Yes, sir.

Q Who prepared that protest?}

A- 1 aiad.

éAPTAIN CALYER: We will ask to have this marked

as Prosecution's Exhibit 305 for identification.
(A document was marked
Prosecution Exhibit No.
305 for identification.)

Q (By Céptain Calyer) I show you a document marked for

identification Prosecution's Exhibit No. 305, and I will

ask you if you can identify that?

A Yes, sir, this is the protest that I prepared, a

copy of the protest which I prepared that day, a carbon

copy of it.

Q Calling your attention to the second page, do you

recognize the signatures appearing thereon?

A Yes, sir, I do. We all signed that together.

Q And are those signatures in the handwriting of the

individuals whose names there appear?

A They are. |

Q Is one of those signatures your signature?

A Yes, sir,

Q Do you know what was done with the original of

that protest? o

A It was given to the commandant,

Q Who was he?

A Major Iwanaka.
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'Q Was there ever any denial of the allegations con-
tained in that protest? ' |
A None whatever.
' CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Commission please, I offer
in evidence this letter ofkproteat, this being the original,
which I request permission to withdraw and substitute
| therefor a certified copy. |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission desires that this
statement be read so we may all hear it at the same time.

CAPTAIN CALYER: Would you care to rule on it after
it is read?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes.

CAPTAIN CALYER: "Los Banos Internment Camp,
Administration Committee.

January 28, 1945

Major Y. Iwanaka, Commandant
Los Banos Internment Camp

Re: Death of George Lewis
Sir: .

"This letter is addressed to you for the purpose of
protesting the execution of George Lewis, which took place
on your order at about 8:25 this morning. The f?cts are:

"That about 6:55 a, m. Mr, Lewis was shot and wounded
by a Japanese sentry, while passing ;nto the Camp under a
sawali fence which marks the boundary of the Camp. Your
sentry refused to permit him mediéal attention, and at
8:25 a., m. you ordered him shot, and this was done notwith-
standing the earnest protests of this Committee. Your
staff also refused to permit him to receive the last rites
of the Catholic Church before the execution. .
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"This protest is predicated upon the followiﬂg
grgunﬁs:<
- Ji. You, as Commandant of this Camp, havé no power
, to order the imposition of the_daath penélty/upon any
internee hereof, for any offense whatever.

'"We call your attention to Articles 60-67 of the
Geneva Convention of 1929 which, soon after the outbreak
of the present war, your Government agreed, with the Govern-
ment of the United States, to follow in its treatment of
civilian internees. Under those Articles only a Court may
order thé death penalty., The procedure is prescribed. In
.such cases notification must be given to the protecting
power of the institution of the casej the right of the
prisoner to defend himself is safeguarded, as well as his
right to have counsel and to appeal; and these Articles
expressly provide that no death penalty may be executed
until three months after the protecting power is notified
of the imposition thereof. gou have disregarded all these
provisions in ordering the exboution of Mr. George Lewis
this morning. v

"2, From no point of view was Mr. Lewis guilty of
'any offense involving the death penalty. At the worst, he
could only be considered as in the act of escaping when
first shot. The facts are to the contrary. He was
actually'returning to the Camp and hence was not an es-
caping prisoner. In any case, under Articles 47, 50, 51,
and 52 of the Geneva Convention of 1929, an attempted
escape 1s only an offense against discipline, and the

punishment therefor may not exceed thirty days' arrest.
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To impose the death penalty for such a trivial offense,
as yoﬁ did upon Mr. Lewis this morning, constitutes a
flagrant disregard of these provisions of the Convention,
by which your Government has agreed with the Government of
the United States to be bound in dealing with civilian
1nternees.

There can be no doubt that the refusal to permit
medical attention to be given Mr. Lewis after he was first
shot, the order for his execution with an hour and a half
thereafter without any court action whatever (in complete
disregard of the International law applicable to the
situation) and the consummation of that order constitute
a record unlawful, inhumane and shocking.

"Respectfully,
"THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE"

Now, this document is signed by the following
members --

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Those signatures may be omitted.

Are there any comments by the Defense?

CAPTAIN REEL: None, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted into
evidence. |

CAPTAIN CALYER: May the original be withdrawn and
a certified copy substituted?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The original may be withdrawn.

(Prosecution Exhibit No.

305 for identification

was received in evidence.)
Q (By Captain Calyer) Mr. de Witt, do you know

whether on that same day another document was prepared
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by the committee?

A | Yes, sir. :

Q@ And what was that document?

A A report of the circumstances surrounding the murder
of George Lewis.

'Q Did you see the document on that day?

A I did., It was made a part of the committee}a record.

CAPTAIN CALYER: Will you please mark this Prosecu-
tion's Exhibit No. 306 for identification?

(4 document was marked
Prosecution Exhibit No.
306 for identification.)
Q (By Captain Calyer) I show you a document marked
for identification as Prosecution's Exhibit No. 306, and
I will ask you if you can identify 1t?
A Yes, sir, this is a copy, a carbon copy of the
report that was submitted to the committee that morning
after the murder.
Q Calling your attention to thé third page of that
document, do you recognize the signaturg that appears on
the left side of the page? _
A ‘ Yes, sir, Mr. M. B. Heichert, the chairman of the
committee.
Q Is that his owvn signature?
A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN CALYER: 1If the Commission please, I offer
this document into evidence and again request that the
original be withdrawn and a certified copy submitted
therefor.,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document may be read so we
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may ail hear it.
' CAPTAIN CALYER: “Los Banos Interrnment Camp, Jan-
uary 28, 1945, - o
: | ~ "RECORD OF EVENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHOOTING
AND EXECUTION OF GEORGE J. LOUIS.

' "At 63 55 a.m. today, January 28, 1945, George J.
Louis, American, age 27, while attampting to return to
" the Camp near the Animal Husbandry Building, was shot by
a Japanese sentry. The sentry was one of a number of
gur~ds who had been on an all-night watch of the Animal
Husbandry Building, since it was apparently evident to
the Japanese that a number of persons had left the Camp
on the preceding night through the sawali fence which
bounds the Camp. At the time of the shooting the moon
was still up, though shadows were cast over the area of
the guards' patrol by the barracks building. It was not
yet daylight. The guard on duty had heard a noise from
the sawali fence some 15 feet from where he was standing.
Uttering a short ejaculation, he raised his gun and fired
immediately.

"Mr. Gray, Secretary of the Committee, was a witness
to the shooting but was refused permission to remain near
the scene or to have the man removed to the Camp Hospital,
_though the movement of the victim indicated that he was
still alive.

"Messrs. Helchert, Watty, and Downs were summoned to
the Commandant's Office at about 7:10 a.m., and were told
by the Commandant, with no hesitation in arriving at such
a decision,lthgf the victim must be executed on the spot,
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since his condition appeared to be such that he could not
be moved frop the spot without exﬁiring. All internees,
including meﬁbqrs\of the Committee, were ordered to their
quarters. o
"Messrs. Heichert, Watty, Gray, Caihoun, and Cecil,
with Mr. Downs, proceeded to the Commandant's Office to
protest the Commandant's order, calling attention to the
fact that the action contemplated was contrary to Inter-
national Law and to all humane stzndards, and that the
Commandant would be held personai’y rasponsible. The
Commandant at firstArefused to ser any members of the Com-
mittee, but after numerous requests, finally appeared in
his office.

"Mr. Heichert hade the following request of the
Commandant: 'We would like to make this statement from
the Committec. The committec protests the action of the
sentry in shocting this man. If the man was trading at
-the fence, he should not be executed, and if he was
returning to the camp, he should not be executed.

According to International law, he could only be shot if
in the act of escaping. It is thought that you might

not have made a full investigation of the case and we

feel that you should do so before any hasty step i1s taken,'
The Commandant replied that the matter was being inves-
tigated, and continued: 'However, as to whether

or not he was trading, returning to the Camp or attemp-
ting to escape, it is evident from the position of

his body between the boundary fences that he has dis-
regarded my order that the boundary fences should not be

)
\":l
N,
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violated by internees.
" "There is no question about the facts in that
respect. The driginal shooting was in accordance with
my order to shoot on sight any person violating the bound-
aries. Dr. Yoshimura was at the scene, and thefe 1s no ﬂ
hope for the man's recovery. The orders to the soldiers
are to shoot until they kill, Since the man fell immed-
iately and made no sound it was thought that he was dead;
since it is evident that he was not dead but has died since,
the original sentence of execution must be carried out.
The Commandant a number of times repeated his allegation
that the wound ﬁas fatal, that Dr. Yoshimura had confirmed
this suﬁposition, and the Commandant asserted, supporting
his words with motions, that the men had beecn shot in a
vital spot through the center of the chest. ‘ .

"Mr. Heichert stated that the Committee would submit
a formal protest of the ;hooting, and asked for a recon-
sideration of the Commandant's decision to have the man
executed. Mr. Heichert added that if the Commandant per-
sisted in his decision to have this éxecution carried out,
regardless of whether the man was alive or dead, the
Committee and the Camp consider it an act contrary to
mankind, to rules of war, and to all standards of humanity.
Mr. Heichert added that the Committee also wished to
protest the action of the guard in shooting without a
challenge, especially in viéw of the fact that there are
a number of people in the Camp who are mentally unbalanced.
The Commandant replied that as a normal practice the

guards would éhallenge a person found near the boundaries,

-
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but where there is danger of escape the sentry can do
nothing to shoot. .

- "The Commandant st#ted that the execution must be
gone- through.with, although he stated that the 'dead man'
. would be removed to.a clump of bamboo outside the Camp
grounds., Mr.AHeichert asked if the Committee could have
the body, and if we should receive the body at the scene
bf the second shooting or if it would be taken to the
Hospital. The Commandant stated that the body should
be given to the Camp.

"Meantime the man had been placed on an improvised
stretcher by members 6f the Japanese garrison. Although
all persons wére ordered away from the scene, internces
from nearby shanties and barracks reported that the
wounded man was still moving and it was evident that he
was still alive. He was taken outside the Camp and at
exactly 8:25 a.m. a single shot was heard. The Chairman
was notified that he could pick up the body at the scene
of the execution. The Chairman, with four stretcher
bearers, found the pody in a clump of bamboo, still on
the improvised stretcher. The victim had been shot through
the forehead, apparently as he lay on the stretcher.

The body was placed on a hospital stretcher and taken
to the Hospital. The statement of Dr. Nance, Camp
Medicel Director, regarding the condition of the body
is as follows: 7”

"'I have examiﬁed the body of George J. Louis who
was shot this morning by the Japanese. The body was
picked up by our stretcher bearers about 10C yards south

pou—g
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of the fence along barraci: 16, The body had been

plerced by two bullets, One bullet had a wound of en-
trancé above thpfoute: border of the right clavicle (collar

~ bone) and an-exit wound along the upper border of the corres-
- ;i_ond'ing seapula.. This _'ﬂuue- graged the scapula but :tr\}dk
no éitalxo:gaQQ -- did not even enter the chest cavity --
and was ‘in no sense a mortal wound., ' The other bullet
entered the skull in the right frontal region and blew

his braiﬁo out in the left orncipital region, It would
appear'that this man wnz ezesuted 2. given the coup de

grace after having susteined a ninor irjury,’

"George J. Louis was buvied fn the Camp burial
ground at 11:0" a.m, tcday. 'This alftermoon the Committee
filed a formal protest, copy of whichiis attached hereto
and made a part of this official record. ;

u(SGD) M. B, Heichert, Chairman,"

_If tho Commission please, this document is offered
into evidence.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: A:2 there any comments by the
Defense ?

CAPTAIN REE.: There are ona or two portions of this
document which we wish to céll specifically to the Com-
mission's attention.

One is the first complete sentence on the second
page; and I quote: "The original shooting was in accor-
dance with my order to shoot on sight any person viola-
ting the boundaries."

I wish to call that specifically to the . Commission's
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attention and, also, sir, in the last paragraph.on that
page, the third sentence:

"He was taken outside the Camp and at ezhctly
8:25 a.m. a giﬁgle Shot was heard,"

z - That sentence is called to the Commission's attention
in view of the teétimony of the previous witness to the
effect that'this nan was shot in the guard house; that he
saw him shot there; that he watched him stay in the guard
house contimually for 45 minutes until he saw his execution.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comment of Defense are noted
by the Commission. The document is accepted into evidence.
| (Prosecution Exhibit No.
306 for identification
was received in evidence.)
Q (By Captein Calyer) Mr. de Witt, will you explain
‘where this so=-called guard house was with relation to the
camp?
A We didn't call it a guard house. There was a guard
gatc up there at the entrance to the camp from the road,

that is the only guard house that I knew about.

Q And that is the place to which Lewis was taken
after he was first shot, is it not?

A I don't know.

Q .That place which you described is outside the

fencc proper, is that correct?

A Well, as I remember it, it was part of the fence
ﬁroper. The fence continued into that building where
the Japanese guards used -- they used that building as

an office to control entrance into and exit from the

camp.
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Q  Now, Mr. de Witt, the statement introduced into
evidence, the last exhibit, refers to a Dr. Nance. Who
was he? . . .
A He was in charge of the health camp. He was the
health director, I think we called him that.

Q Was he one of the internees?

- A Yes, sir.

Q@ - Do you know the nationality of George Lewis?

A American, I think, I didn't know him personally,
but he was an employee of Pan-American.

Q Was he & civilian internee?

A A civilian internee, yes.

Did you know Pat Held?

I didn't know him personally, no.

Do you know hils status?

He was civilian internee.

Do you know his nationality?

> O r» o > O

American,
CAPTAIN CALYER: You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) This guard gate that you described

was attached to a building used as an office by the
guards, is that correct?

A That is as I remember it. I didn't hang around
there very much. I have a vague recollection that there
was a building there where they took shelter in the case
of rain.l It was just at the entrance to the camp.

Q Was that also a building that was used for the con-

finement of internees who had violated some law?
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e don't mow. I never knew of that. -

Q At any rate, at that building or gate there wasn't
a clump of bamboo, was there?

. A . . Idon't. remémbef.

Q‘ ~ And that building or gate was at the entrance to the

- camp, was 1it?

A ' Yes, sir.

'Q  Part of the camp enclosure?

A If that is the one I have in mind, I think that is

the one that was referred to as the guard housec.

Q Do you know of any other place that might have been

referred to as the guard house other than that?

A I do not.

Q Now, Exhibits 305 and 306, were thosc exhibits

posted on your bulletin board qt your canp?

A 305 was, that is the protest, that is the protest,

is it, the first exhibit that I have identified?

Q That is right,.

A That was posted. As to the second one, I don't know,
but I think it was.

| Q Was anything else posted on that bulletin board in

connection with this case?

A I don't think so; I don't remember anything else.

Q Now, this investigation, sir, that is summarized in

Exhibit 366, it is fair, is it not, to say that that is

the summary of the investigation, a réport of the events

and so forth?

A Investigation by whom?

Q That is going to be my next question. Is it fair to
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say that this Exhibit 306 is a2 summary of the investigation
by persons at the camp into this incident?

A If you mean to say that the Japanese made any in-

- vestigation or ha& any part in that I would say no.,

Q ~ No. 'I don't mean the Japanese, I meén the internees.
A That is a fair statement that was referred to the
committee for acfion.

'Q Did the members of the committee individually in-
vestigate this matter?

A It was reported by Nr. Heichert and Mr. Gray, I
think; I sec that Mr. Gray's signature does not appear on
that copy. But, too, it was investigated by Mr. Watty,

and he assisted in that investigation, I think also Mr.
Calhoun assisted,

Q Do you know whether those gentlemen took statements
from witnesses”®

A Probably did; verbal statements, not written state-
ments. They just asked questions and then their findings
are in that statement, They did not make that up out of
their own heads. Those statements were given to them, if
that is what you mean.

Q That is not what I meant nor what I asked. Now, one
more question, Mr, de Witt, I believe you drew up the
protest, which is Exhibit 305, yourself, is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you are versed, therefore, in the rules of inter-
national law governing the treatment of internees, prisoners
of war?

A Well, I don't know, When I first came into Santo
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Tomas we smuggled in a copy of the Geneva Convention of
1929. I knew of the provisions of that convention. I had
not been through-an experience like this before, so I
"eaﬁnct say that I am an expert on the treatment of prison-
ers of war. I knew the contents of the Geneva Convention,
and I worked from that aﬁd from a series of protests.
filed by the Japanese Government through the Swiss Govern-
ment with the United States Govermment as to the treatment
of civilian internees in the United States, which appeared
as an appendix to a volume of a magazine called, I think,
"Contemporéry Japan," a Japanese magazine which is pub-
lished in English, & rather serious magazine, It is
sonnething like our "Foreign Affairs." This protest was
published as an cppendix to that magazine and we worked
from them a good deal and used their own arguments back
ageinst them.
Q At any rate, back to our question, sir, you are
familiar, are you not with the articles of the Geneva
Convention to which reference is made by number in
Exhibit No. 305%
A Well, now, I wrote that protest with the Convention
in front of me., If you ask me to remember what the con=-
tents of the articles are now, I wouldn't know,
Q I am not asking that,

GENERAL REYNDIDS: The Commission interrupts to say
that apparently further cross examination will be
sterile, and we wish it to be discontimued unless Counsel
can give cogent reasons why further questions should be

asked.
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CAPTAIN REEL: I have only one further question
that'I have, sir, that I was leading up to and trying to
furnish a foundation for asking the question which I will
now ask, ' .

‘ GENERAL REYNOLDS: If Counsel has one more question,.
the Comnmission will hear it,
| CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir.
Q .(By Ceptain Reel) 1Is it your understanding, Mr.
de Witt, that under the Geneva Convention to prevent an
attempted escape, the escapee or would be escapee may be
shot?
A I don't know that. I don't remember that the Con-
vention touched on that point. We had the feeling about
this case of George Lewls that it was outrageous because
George Lewis waé coning back into the camp., That there
was no question of escape involved.
Q So far as you know, international law does not rule
out the shooting of a prisoner who is attempted to escape?
A I think if you want my opinion on it, without posing
as an international lawyer and an expert on the rules of
war, that you have & right to use the necessary force to
prevent an attempted escape, and if shooting becomes
necessary to prevent it, you can shoot him to prevent it.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all,

CAPTAIN CALYER: Thet is all.

' (Witness excused.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commisd on will recess for
approximatel& ten minutes,

, (Short recess,)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.,

The Prosecution may proceed.

CAPTAIN -CALYER: If the Commission please, I would
like to recall Mr, Hennesem, briefly.

GENERAL_REYNOLDS:’ Very well.

P.UL HENNESEN
recalled as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, having.
been previously duly sworn, was examined and testified
further as follows: |
. DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Calyer) Mr, Hennesen, you have previous-
ly testified here, and you are reminded that you are still
under oath,
A Yes, sir.
Q In your previous testimony you referred to a place
called a "guardhouse." Will you explain where that build-
ing is with relation to the gate at which there was an
office used by the Japanese?
A The guardhouse where George Lewis was brqught to was
outside of the southeast corner of the camp. The north
wall of the gate house or guardhouse was the boundary of
our camp, but the actual quarters of the guardhouse was
oufside the camp.
Q Do I understand, then, that these buildings to which
you_refer as the "guardhouse," and the building near the
gate, are two different buildings?
A Yes, sir.
Q Now, where was Lewis placed with relation to the
building which you call the "guardhouse"?
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A ; George Lewls was placed in the gate house, soﬁtheast,
outside the camp. |

Q  The "gateihpusé," or the "guardhouse"?

a - The guardﬁouse; we call it the 'gate house," _

Q ‘Was tﬁat o different one from this office building

near the gate?

K Yes, sir,

- Q Now, wgg he in or outside of that building?

i He was outside the camp -- outside the building. "
Q Is there anything in the vicinity of that building?

A Well, sir, the guardhouse is facing a bridge, or
culvert, I should say, and about 20 feet from the guard-
house was a clump of bamboo, and the execution of Lewis
took place between the bamboo and the guardhouse, outside
the camp, because I had to look over the fence to see
Lewis.
Q Iind is that the spot where he was lying during the
period that you described earlier, when you watched him?
i Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN CALYER:‘ That 1is all.

You may examine.

CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Reel) Do you know Mr. de Witt?

A Yes, sir.

Do you know Mr. Heichert?

A Yes, sir,
Q Do you know Mr, Watty?
Yes, sir.

Do you know Iir. Downs?
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- Yes, sir,
Do you know lir. Calhoun?
Yes, sir. -

Mr. Gray?

Mr. Harris?
Yes, s ir,
Mr., Cecil?

.

A

Q

A

Q

A Yes, sir.
Q.

A

Q

A Yes, sir.
Q Did you tell any of those men that you saw Lewis shot?
A Pardon?

Q Did you tell any of those men that you saw Lewis shot
the second time?

A I don't think so. I talked with severzcl] in our
barracks, after the execution.

Q Did any of those men ask you aboﬁfiseeing Lewis shot?
A No, sir.

Q Why didn't you tell any of those men that you saw
Lewis shot the second time?

A Wéll, I ran back to my barrack and was talking in
general there to my neighbors in the barracks, and we
hardly saw the committee that day at all. They were alwgs
in conference with the commandant or among;t themselves.

Q Do you know of anyone else who saw Lewis shot the
second time?

A Yes; there was a Dutch padre and a Filipino mestizo
child -~ we knew him by the name of "Hanky" -- I don't
remember his name ~-- but the Dutch Father had very blond
hair, almost white halr., He was a young fellow, with
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almost white hair. And he was one of the witnesses. He
was stéhding right next tp me. ‘ '

Q  Did you lmow there was an investigation going on of
this incident, on the part of the cdmp committee?

A You meaﬁ during the execution or after?>

. Immediately afterwards. _ =

You didn't know it?

No, sir,

CAPTAIN REEL: I think that is all.

CAPTAIN' CALYER: Thank you. That is all.

That completes the testimony, sir, with relation to
this incident. |

Q
A No, sir,
0
A

- Thank you, Mr. Hennesen,
(Witness excused.)

CAPTAIN HILL: May it please the Commission, the
next item in the Bill of Particulars the Prosecution will
present is Item 55.

The first witness is Jose Habana.

JOSE HABANA
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Hill) Will you state yoﬁr name?
i Jose Habana.
Q Where do you reside?
A Calamba, Laguna.
Q~ " What is your nationality?
A Filipino.
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Q ' How bld are you?-

A Thirty-five years. .

Q - Were you residing in Calamba, Laguna Province, du:ing
February of this year?

A Yes, sir, |

Q Do you reeall going to the Catholic Church in Cafamba
on 12 February 1945?

A Yes, sir,

Q Will you tell the Commission the occasion for ydu go-
ing to that place?

A Well, it was in the morning of February 12,--

Q Speak a little louder.,
A (Continuing) -- 1945, when o Japonese, four of them,
went to our place -- our house, I mean. They talked with

ny fotier and say that there will be a meeting in the church.
And we were cround six that were taken --

Q Did this Japanese speak Tagalog?

A Well, they speak a little.

Q Enougih so that you could understond what he wanted

you to do?

A Yes.

Q Did he tell you why?

A They say there will be a meeting, and the captain wants

to meet us there.

Q Did they take both the men and women of your household?
A No.
Q To the church?

i Noj it is only the men that they have taken.
Q ind what time did you arrive at the church?
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A Thet is around, I Qpink, eight o'clock in the morning.
Q  4And when you arrived\EEffe did you find other pqople

" gathered at the church? |

A Yes, sir,

Q How long did you femain at the church that_day?‘

A - Until around 5:00, five to six o'clock in the after-
noon.

Q and during the time that you were there at the church,

can you give the Commission an estimate of how many people
were gathered there?

A Well, to my estimation, sir, cround 2,000,

Q Can you give the approximate dimensions of the church,
or the space in the chufch where these people, these 2,000
persons, were gathered?

A Well, this is only an estimate: VWell, the length of
the church, I think, is around about 50 to 70 meters in
length, and the width is around, I think, around 20. But
it is better -- I think they have taken the picture, and
it is better.

Q We don't have the picture here. It is a very large

church, in comparison with the churches here in the

‘Philippines?
A Yes, 1t is a very large church.
Q Now, did the Japanese hold any kind of a meeting

there ot the church that day?

A No, but we expected that.

Q Did they tell the persons gathered there anything
more about what they were going to do with you after you

arrived?
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s
Q
A

Q

No., It is only -- our presumption was only --
Well, did they tell you anything?

Nothing.

. Then you say you left there about four or five o'clock

in the afternoon?

)
Y

- A

‘Well, in our bunch.

Had other persons left the church before that during

Q
the day?
Yes, sir,
Q And tell the Commission about the people leaving the

church during the afternoon.

A

-Well, it is after lunch time; there were trucks out-

side the church.

Q .

A

Were these Japanese trucks?

Yes, sir. They take around about 30 to 40 persons,

and have them brought in the truck.

Q
N

Q
A

Q

Taking them away from the church?

Yes, away from the church.

Did they all go in the same direction?
Yes, sir,

And did this continue during the afternoon, thot is,

the taking of persons away in the truck?

A
Q

nen?

A
Q

Yes.

Were all the persons gathered there in the church
) :

Yes, men,

And when they took you away at four or five o'clock

in the afternoon, where did they take you to?

A

We were taken to the Barrio of Recl.
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Q How far is that from the town of Calamba?
A ‘It 1s around one and a half miles,
Q_ And can you teil the Commission about how many was on
- the truck that you were on? |
A T thihk we were around 30 to 40.
Q | Go ahegd and tell thevCahmission Just where the
Joapanese took you and what they did to yoﬁ after you arrived
at your destination.
A When we arrived in Rezal wﬁere the truck stopped, it
is not far from the house where we were being taken, and
we, each of us, were required to bow when the truck stopped,
so that each of us ﬁere ordered to go down, one by one. In
ny ccse, when it was nmy turn, when I went down the truck --
Q You mean when you junped off the truck?
A Yeé.

(Continuing) -- o Japanese took my arms and had me
tied in ny back.

Q Tied your hands behind your back?

A Yes, behind ny back. And then blindfolded me with a
cloth.

Q Had you seen the Japanese do the same thing with

other persons that had jumped off the truck ahead of you?

L No, because we were taken one by one, and we can't

see what is going on.

Q ind where did they take you to then?

A Then I was taken in the hoﬁse, farther fyom the place -
we were; we stopped. I was brought out by a Japanese to

the stairs of the house, and then from the stairs there

are Japanese that meet me there.
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Were' you taken upstairs to the house?

Yes, I was taken upstairs of the house.

D e O

What did they -do to you upstairs?

A >When I was token upstairs, then they let me aeate& .
"in 2 bench, ond that is'what I feel: 1t is a bench. .And
theré they began to stab me; bayonet ne.

How meny times did they bayonet you?

Several times.

Q
4
Q How many?
A Well, after I have been massacred, about seven wounds.
Q

And tell the Commission where those wounds are on

your body.

A The principal thing is in the chest, near the heart.

Q How nany?

A Here 1is about two (indicating), then one here in the --

what you call "hips" (indicating), and one here near to ny
sexual (indicating), and ore in the shoulder (indicating),
two here.
Q Well, after you were becyoneted did you retain your
consciousness?
A Yes,
Q Did you fall to the floor?

I fall on some bodies,

On some bodies? \ )
a Yes. |
Q Well, after that were you able to get the blindfold
off your eyes and remove the rope from your arms?
A Yes, it was after.

Q How long afterwards?
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A It is about a half-hour.
Q And when you removed the blindfold, tell the Commission

ba

‘what you saw there in this roém.
A When I removed my hands and the cloth that had blinde
folded me, I saw five feet, around five feet of bodies.

Some wefe st?il alive.

Q You mean bodies stacked five feet high in“the room?
A Five feet high in the room. ey £

Q How large a room was this? o .

A It is around about 15 meters 1long, about three to

four meters wide.

Q A very large room?

A It is a housej; tliere ics no room, Qhat they call. It
is the whole from the sala up to the kitchen is one room.

Q Can you give the CommIssion an estimate of about
how many bodies you think were in that room®

A Well, to my estimate it is around 500, because of
the heaps of the bodies that are ‘here.

Q What did you do then, after you were able to free
your hands and remove your blindfold?

A I have to -- when I stood up somebody called me, and
it is my brother, my youngest brother, and he is already
loosing his tie, and I told him to keep low, because there

is still Japanese around the house.

Q How long did you remain there in that house then?
A Well, we have to remain around about 15 minutes.
Q What did you do then? |

A I have to wait for the fire to be big enough so

that we will not be detected im\ jumping from the house.
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Q You mean the house was on firé when you left?

A Yes.

Q Do you ¥now how the house caught fire? i

A Well, what I hove heard is only the shot, and then
the fire started. | ' -~

Q You didn't see the house set afire?

7S Yes, _

Q Well, then, you were able to escape from the house?
A Yes. The fire was around about one and a holf meters

_frOm where I jumped, when my brother and ne junped from the

house.
Q Did you jump out of the upstairs window, you mean?
A No, in the back, Ve have to turn dowvn the walls of

the kitchen so that we could pass there undetected.
Q How nany of your relctives were killed by the Japan-
ese there at Calambe that doy, if you know?

& There were four.
Q What are their nanmes?
i There is ny father, Doctor Habana; my brother,

Moriano Escueta; Balbino ..lejar; my younger brother,
Horacio.

Q Now; of those 2,000 people, or about 2,000 people
that you saw there in the church, were they dvilians?

i Yes.

Q Were they armed in any way?

A Not even & single bolo.

Q Were they offering acny resistance to the Japanese?
i No.

Q And the Japanese that you saw there in Calamba that
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day, and those that took you out to the Barrio Real, to
which branch of the Jap-nese armed forces did they belong?
| A Well, that is what I don't know, but they are with
the reguldr stars.,
Q Stars?
4 Yes, with stars. ' -
CAPTAIN HILL: Take the witness.

CROSS EXAMIN..TION

Q (By Captain Reel) These 2,000 civilions -- do you
know whether any of them were guerrillas?

A No. |

Q You don't know?

Ry I don't lnow.

Q Do you know whether any of then helped the guerrillas?
A Help?

Q You don't know whether any of them helped the
guerrillas?

A I don't know,

Q So you don't know that they were noncombatant
civilicns?

A I don't know.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
CAPTAIN HILL: That is 2ll,

(Witness excused.)
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CA?TAIN HILL: Mr, Libroja.
PONCIANO LIBROJO .
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and téstified as follows through
Interpreter Rodas, with Interpreter Villa-neal_actizg as
"check" Interpreter:
| DIRECT EXAMINATION

O > O > O > o > o

(By Captain Hill) State your name, please.

Ponciano Librojo.

Speak to the Commission and speak loudly.

I am Ponciano Librojo.

Where do you reside?

(No response)

Where do you live?

I live in San Peruhan; Barrio San Peruhan.

Is that in the Municipality of Calamba, Laguna
Province?

THE WITNESS: What is that?

(Translated by Interpreter Rodas.)
A - (Through Interpreter Rodas) It is a barrio in
Calamba. '
Q (By Captain Hill) And where did you reside during
the first part of February of this year?
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) I was in that barrio.
Q Were you one of the males taken by the Japanese on

12 February 1945 to the church in Calamba?

A No, sir.

(Translated by Interpreter Rodas.)
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) No; sir; I was not the
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one.

Q (By Captain Hill) On that day did you see any
"Japanésé in your barrio?

A (Through Interpreter Rodas) Yes.

Q . pr many Japanese did you see thére in your barrio
that day?. LT
A I cannot tell becaﬁse I was far from them., They

-

were in the fields.

Q Did any of these Japanese take you into custody on
that day?

A ~Yes.,

Q Go ahead and tell the Commission about them taking

you into custody and where they took you to.

THE WITNESS: 1In Tagalog?

CAPTAIN HILL: VYes, you had better speak Tagalog.
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) On very early in the
morning of February 12 I saw the Japanese. There were
about 300 -- They were about 300 yards.

THE WITNESS: Far from me. .
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) Far from me. When I
saw khem I went home. While I was at home I prepared so
that we could eat, but we have not yet finished eating when
I heard exploéions, and while the explosions were going on
I gathered my family and we went to the dugout -- and went
into the dugout with my family. After the explosions, we
prepared to get oﬁt of that place, but we have not gone out
when wé met -- We have not gone far when we met many

Japanese because there were already Japanese around the

place -- around that place. And we were arrested. We were
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brought to the place of the Lieutenant of the Berrio and
thege we found out many people: meﬁ, women and children.
Q_ ’_ Aﬁdut how many people were at the house of the
Lieutenant of the Barrio?

A | Around 75 people.

Q@  Go ahedd and tell the Commission what happened there
at the house of the Lieutenant of the Barfio.

A After that we were hand-tied one by one. Four of us
first were brought down and we were brought to the house of
Mr. Marcelo Vergara. When we arrived there we were asked
to line up’énd then we were blindfolded and we were bayoneted.
Q Were these people who were taken to the second house
when you were tied men, women or children?

A There were no people in that house except us.

Q I mean in the Vergara house where you were taken,
were the people there men, women or children?

A They were in the house of the Lieutenant of the

Barrio. They were gathered there.

Q In which house were you bayoneted?

A In the house of Vergara.

Q And in that house how many people did you see, if
any?

A There were no people there.

Q Were you the only one taken to that house?

THE WITNESS: We are four men, sir.

Q (By Captain Pace) You and three others?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
(Translated by Interpreter Rodas.)

J Sk . (Through Interpreter Rodas) We were four, .
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Q (By Captain Hill) And how many times were you
bayoneted by the Japanese there? .

A '-(Through Interpreter Rodas) I cannot tell how many
times because after the first thrust I lost consciousness.
Q How many bayonet wounds did you have on.your body
after you regaingd'consciousnes§3

A | Seven. |

Q And tell the Commission on what parts of the body
you have bayonet wounds that you received that day?

A, On two breasts; on the left side under my armpit.

Q Did you see any of these other three persons with
you bayoneted in that house?

A Yes. When I regained consciousness I found out that
they were all dead.

Q Were you the only survivor of the four people taken

to that house?

A Yes.

Q And were these other three people men, women or
children?

A All people.

Q Were they men, women or children?

A Men.

Q Do you know the names of any of these three?

A Yes.

Q What were their names?

A Remegio Cansanay; Sinforoso Riveraj Dionisioc Rivera.
Q Of the persons that were left in the first house, the

house of the Barrio Lieutenant where you were, do you know

what happened to them?
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A I knew after I was taken away from that house already.

Q Did you ever see the dead bodies of any of those
persons who wereﬂin the Barrio Lieutenant's house?
A I dia not see that anymore.

~Q Were your wife and sister and @ son in the Barrio.

Lieutenant's house?

A Yes. - _ -

Q And are they alive-todai?-?

A . Only one: my son, whose ége is 3 years.

Q Did you see the body of your wife or sister or one

of your sons either on that day 6r later?

A The only one I saw was the dead body of my sister,
who was not burned -- the only one that was not burned.

Q And where did you see her dead body?

A In the house where we were first given first-aid.
Q And when did you see her dead body?

A On the afternoon of February l2th.

Q Did you see any other dead bodies there besides
your sister's?

4 No.

Q Do you know what happened to the group of people
that you had left there in the Barrio Lieutenant's house?
A Yes. According to what I was informed they werebali»
bayoneted and killed.

Q Do, you know what happened to that house?
A No, I don't know.
Q When you went back that afternoon and saw your sister's
dead body was that house still standing?
A No. 3 |
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Q What had happened to the house?

A It was burned.

Q ' And did you see any burned bodies around the house
that afternoon? o

A I did not sce those anymore because I left the place.

THE WITNESS: After it 1s burned I left the piace.
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) After it was burned I

left the place.
CAPTLIN HILL: You may cross-examine.
CROSS-EXAMIN/ATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Mr. Librojo, I understand that the
first thing you heard on the 12th of February was an explosion?

A Yes._

Q Do you know what exploded?

A It can be machine gun fire because there were many
shots.

Q Were there guerrillas active in that area at that

time?

A None. There is none.

Q This Lieutenant of the Barrio's house you went to,

is he a Filipino?
A Yes.

And was he there when you went there?
He was not there.

CAPTAIN REEL: That's all.
(Witness excused)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately 10 minutes.

(Short recess)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
~ You mey proceed.
CAPTAIN HILL: We will call Valeriano Ang as our
next witness.
| VALERIANO ANG
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q {By Captain Hill) State your name, please.
A My name, sir, is Valeriano Ang.
Q Where do you reside?
A Poblacion, Calamba, Laguna.
Q What is your nationality?
A Filipino citizen, sir.
Q How old are you, Mr, Ang?
A 27 years old, sir,
Q Where did you reside during the first part of
February of this year?
A I was in Calamba, Laguna, sir,
Q ‘Were you one of the group taken by the Japanese
to the church in Calamba?
A Yes, sir, I am the one.
Q  &nd that was on 12 February 1945, was it not?
A Yes, sir.
Q _What time of the day were you teken there to the
church?
A About 6 o'clock in the morning, sir, when I am eat-
ing my breakfast.
Q Were other members of your family taken there also?

1990



A No, sir, I am the only one.
Q How long did you remain there in the church that

A i remaine¢ there after I finished my lunch.
Q In the church? ‘

A Yes, sir, in the church. .

Q  What time was that?

A About 3 to 4 that I stayed there,

Q And at that time, about 3 or 4 o'clock in the after-
noon, cen you tell the Commission approximately how many
persons had been gathered into the church there by the
Japanese?

A Well, I estimate about 2000.

Q Vlere ;hey nen, women or children?

A Some are gentlemen, but they have no womens; they

are all gentlenen there.

Q They are all men?
4 Yes, sir.
Q And when you left the church at about 3 or 4

o'clock in the afternoon, where did you go?

To the Barrio Real.

.And how did you happen to go to the Barrio Real?
They picked me up in the church.

Who picked you up in the church?

The Japanese, sir.

O P O P O >

" Were these members of the Japanese armed forces
that picked you up?

A Maybe, sir. .

Q Well, did they wear a uniform?
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A Just I see a star, sir,

Q A star as their insignia?

A Yes, sir. i ' -
Q

And how meny Japanese took you to the Barrio of

A . In the truck they are six, sir.

Q Six Japanese?

A Yes.

Q Were there other people in the truck, other civil=-
ians besides you? |

A Yes.

Q ‘About how meny?

A Lbout 30 or more than 30, sir.

Q Now, during the afternoon and before you were taken
to the Barrio of Real, hnd you seen the Japanese take any
other persons away fron the church by truck?

A Some are in the housc -=-

Q Did you see them taken away from the church by
truck?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you tell the Cormission how many times during
the afternoon that you saw the Japanese teke people away
from the church in the truck?

A I beg your pardon, sir?

Q How many times during the afternoon had you seen
the Japanese take people awey from the church in trucks?
A I can't still remember; there are about four trucks
coming and going.

Q Coming and going all the time? 3
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A Yes, sir.
Q Lipd when you got to the Barrio of Real, do you know
to whose house you were taken?
A Yes, sir, I still know it, sir, because I always
go there. - ' |
Q Whose house was it?
A Parducho's house, sir,
Q And what part of the house were you taken to?
A Downstairs, sir.
Q /nd can you tell the Commission how large a room
that you were placed there in that house?
A About 15 meters long.
Q 15 or 507
A 15 neters long; maybe I can't now tell you' exactly,
sir, meybe it is nmore than 15 and wide about 5 neters;
3 to 5 neters wide. |
Q Aind did they take only the men that were in the truck
with you to that part of the house?
A Yes, sir,
Q ind after they took you inside the house, what did
the Japanese do, if onything?
A When we stopped in Real about 25 meters away fron
the house of Parducho's, we bend our head, and if we don't
bend our head they kick me. When we bend ny head they
put riy hand in the back and tied me. After they have
 tied me they put a blindfold on my eyes.
Q Then did they take you into thec house?
A Yes, sir.
‘Q And what did they do with you after they got you
into the housc? |
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A When I am there by the house I just receive a
struck; they struck me with a bayonet, sir.

Q - Where did they bay-net you?

A Down ny nipple, sif.'

Q How many times did they bayonet you?

A They bayoneted me .only once there, but three more
on my back,

Q Arfer you had fallen to the floor?

L When I had fallen to the floor some other guys hold
me at my back; they are shouting, they are struck, that
they are being killed, that is why I see it.

Q Then you were bayoneted by the Japanese four tines?
A About four times, yes. Three or four times.

Q Did you retain your consciousness after you were
bayoneted?

A No, I did not return to consciousness, sir,

Q Then when you did regain your consciousness, what

did you do, if anything?

A I heard it was about 5 o'clock, and they are clean=-
ing up the stairs and they are going to put some other
guys up the stairs, and I take off my tied in my hands,
and I take off my blindfolded and I pushed ny body back=-
rards and then I plan to walk near the fence, and after
a whilewhen I am by the fence I stumbled with the blood,
and I am trying to go down near the river, sir.

Q Vlere you able to get away from there at that time?
A 'Yes, sir, when I heard a shot, I heard a shot, I
pretend to lay on my body and I go to the bamboo tree.

. Q After you regained your consciousness and when you
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started to leave the house there,‘did'you observe any
other bodies in the room where you were?
A Yes, therc are many bodies there, sir.:
Q Can you tell the Cormission about how many bodies
you saw there in that room? |
A In there, sir? ' -~
Q In the room where you were?
A Lbout 300, sir,
Q You think therc were at least 300 bodies?
yi\ Yes, sir.
Q Tell the Comnission whether these bodies were stacked
on top of one another or not.
A Yes, I can't tell the height of the bodies; naybe
about three feet high.
d' Ind were 2ll of these bodies that you saw there
bodies of civilians?
A Yes, sir, civilians, sir, because we are inside the
church and we have been together. We are all civilians.

CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross exanine,

CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reecl) Now, I think you told us in the
beginning of your testimony that you were the only member
of your family that was taken by the Japanese, is that

cérrect?
A Yes, sir.
Q  And were the other members of your family home when

you were taken away?
A No, sir, they are not there, sir.
Q You wére the only one there?
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Yes, sir.

Did you see the lieutenant at the barrio at the time?
I beg your pardon, sir?

Did you see the lieutenant of the barrio?

No, I am not :rom the barrio; I am from the Pohlacion,

> O > o >

Calamba, Laguna, sir.

Were you a guerrilla, a Teniente?
No, sir,

Were you helping the guerrillas?

No, sir, I am poaceful citizen, sir.

O X o P> O

Were thcre any pecople in that town who were not
peaceful citizens?
A I cannot tecll of then.
Q - Do you know if there were any gueryillas there?
A What do you say? I cannot understond what you are
saying.

CAPTLIN REEL: Will the reporter read the question?

(Question read.)

THE WITNESS: I cannot tell, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: That 1s ali.

CAPTAIN HILL: No fupther questions.

(Witness excused.)
MARIO LANTAION

called as a Witness on behalf of the P?osecution, being
first duly sworn through Interpreter Rodas, was exanined
‘and testified as follows: h
(Interpreter Villa-Resl was also present.)
CAPTAIN HILL: Do you speak English?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

W e
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Hill) State your nane, please.
A My reame is Mario Lantaion., '
Q Where do you reside? °

A In the Barrio Linga, Calamba, Laguna,
Q How old are you? |
A I am 20 == I am 23 yeais old.

Q What is your nationality?

A What, sir?

Q What is your nationality?

A I am a Filipino.

Q Where did you reside during the first part of
February, this year?

h I reside in ny own barrio, which is Linga.

Q How far is that barrio from Calamba?

A It is two kilometers.

Q Did you see any Japanese on the 12th day of February,

1945, in your barrio?

A I have seen sonme, which is along the beach.

Q And did those Japanese or any of them come to your
house in the barrio that day?

A No Japanese core to ry house.

Q . Did Japanese take you to the church in Calamba on
that day?

A I was not taken from the school, but I presented
myself. '

Q You presented yourself? Why did you do that?

A Duc to the reason of the Japanese that anybody who

will be seen on the streets will be shot, and they are
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telling that 1; forced labor.

Q

Speak to the Commission. What time of the day did

~

you go to the church?

A

Q
A

Q

It 1s about 11 o'clock.

In the morning?

In the morning.

Ind when you arrived at the church, were there

other people there?

A
)

I have seen plenty; the church is full.

Were the pcople there in the church men, women or

children, that you saw?

O > O > O >

A
Q

Only nen.

How long did you stay there at the church?
About one hour,

Ind then where did you go?

We arc taken by the‘trucks to Barrio Real.

Who took you in the trucks?

The Jepanese soldiers.

Apd how nany were taken in the truck with you?
We are 35 in the first trip, 35 civilians,

Viere you in the first group taken awagy from the

church that day by the Japanese?

> O P o » O

Ve were the first trip.

And where were you taken to?

We were taken to the houée, the place, Pakil.

To which barrio? |

That is Barrio Real.

And to whose house were you taken there in the barrio?

- That is the house of Victorio Jilasin.
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Q After you orrived at the barrio and were taken to
this house, what, if anything, happened to your group?

A Vie are placed in a tall house and the door is closed
by the Japangse soldier. .

Q Were all 35 of you put in the same room?

L Ve are 35 in a truck, but 20 of us were left in
Real, but the other 15 continued.

Q  Then they took 20 of you off at this place, and took _
you into the house, is that right? ‘
A What, sir?

Q They took 20 off of the truck, including yourself,
and took you into a house there in the barrio?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what did they do with you aofter they got you

into the house?
A They closed the door, closed the door of our place.
Q Then what did they do?
A . Then the Japanese, about 30 minutes later, half
an hour, the Japanese soldiers climb up the stairs and
got two civiliahs.
Q Did they take those civilians out?
A Yes, sir,
Q Do you know what happened to those two civilians?
I jJust heard their shouﬁings and cries.
You heard their shoutings and cries, you say?

Ii YGS, su.
Q Then what did you do after you heard the shoutings
and cries?

A We were in that room, we plenned to fight the Japan-
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ese that would come upstairs,

- Q Did you do that?
A Our conmpanions planned to fight;
Q  Vhat daid you do? '
A We gathered all the necessary things to ¢eteq:e
ourselves, and we get some bolos without blades, some
bar woods to defend ourselves.

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, could we have the reporter read
the answer back?

CAPTAIN HILL: I can have the interpreter interpret,
-1f the Court is having difficulty understanding the wit-
ness.

CAPTAIN REEL: Will the reporter read the last answer,
please? Ve can't understand the witness.

(Ainswer read.)

CAPTAIN REEL: '"Bar woods"?

THE REPORTER: I think he neans "bars of wood."

GENERAL DONOVAN: A stick.

THE WITNESS: That is not a stick, sir,

CAPTAIN REEL: ‘Thank you.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We belicve if the witness will
talk a little nore slowly and & little louder, we will get
better results if he speaks in English.

CAPTAIN HILL: Yes, sir.

Speak slowly and speak louder and in the direction
of the Commission, please.

Q (By Captain Hill) How long did you stay in this
room?
A About 30 ninutes.
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Q And then what did you do?
A When we heér the cries of our companions, brought
downstairs -- when we heard their cries, our companions

and I, myself, planned to fight.

Q Did you leave the building?

A I leave the building. -

Q Did anyone leave.with you?

A I don't know; it is my companions.

Q Wherc did you go when you left the building?

A I an as faqt as I could, passing the street and

Jumped to the canal.

Q ind did anyone go with you?

L No, sir, I don't know. I have not secn anything.
Q Did the Japanesc see you leave the building?

=

Yes, sir.

What did they do, if anything?

He shoot ne,

Did thcy hit you?

Yes, sir.

V/here did they hit you?

My left shoulder.,

Did that stop you, or did you keep on running?
I kecp on running.

Were you able to make your escape?

Yes, sir,

O » O B O P O P O = O

hind do you know how nmany persons of the 20’ that
were taken there to the house with you, survived that day-?
L We arc only six that survived, but I an the‘bnly

-~ one who is being shot, who is wounded.
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Q

Out of the 20, then, only 6 survived?

Yes, .sir.

‘ Do you know what happened to the rest of then?

I don't know,

‘Were they shot or bayoneted? (

I have not seen them, - .
CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Reel) Were theare any bolo groups operat-

ing in the vicinity at that time?

A

> O > O

Rodas)

What, sir?
Were there any bolo groups operating in that area?
Bolos?

Bolo groups of guerrillas?

What is that?
(The question was asked thc witness by Interpreter

INTERPRETER RODAS: "I don't know, sir,"
CAPTAIN REEL: You don't know.
That is all.,

(Witness excused.)
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CLPTAIN HILL: Mrs. Barrera.
. FAUSTA BARRERA
called as d witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first.
duly - sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
, Interpreter Rodas, With Interpreter Villa-Real actihg as
"check" Interpreter: - P

DIRECT EXAMIN/ TION

Q (By Captain Hill) State your name, please.

A Fausta Barrera.

Q Where do‘you reside?

A San Peruhan, Calambaj; in the Barrio of San Peruhan,
Calamba.

Q What is your nationality?

A Tagalog, Filipino.

Q How o0ld are you?

A 40,

Q Where did you reside during the first part of

February of this year?

A I was in our home. _

Q Did you see any Jepanese in your barrio on the 12th
day of February, 1945%

A Yes. I saw six.

Q And what time of the day did you see these Japanese

in your barrio?

A Maybe around 6 o'clock.

Q n the mornirg or evening?

A In the morning.

Q And what did these six Japanese do there in your

' barrio, if anything?
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A We were taken from our house, bg

Q Who was taken from your house with you?

A Many, and also from éke dif ferent houses.

Q wﬁat members of your family were taken from your

house .with_you?

A Six of my children.

Q And yoursel{?

A Myself, yecs. I ?

Q And to where were you taken?

A In the house of Ingracio Barrera.

Q How 0ld were your six children?

A One was 21 yecars; 18 years; 14 years; 4 year; 3 years,

maybe, and the other one is 9 months.
Q When they took you to the house of Ingracio Barrera
what did these Japanese do with you, if anything?

A We were hand-tied.

Q How many were in that house at the same time you
were?

A There were many, many of us there, and they tied us

one by one.
Q Well, can you give approximately how many people were

there with you?

A Maybe around eighty.
Q And were they men, women or children?
A First the men were tied and then us women.
Q Well, were there men, women and children in this
house?
A Yes., Yes. The men were tied first..
: Q After they tied the people there in the house, then
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what, if anything, did the Japanese dof ;
We were bayoneted.

Were you bayoneted?

Yes,

How many times?

> O = O >

Here (indicating), here (indicating), two thrusts
in == in one thruét three wounds were inflicted because it

plerced through my arm and my left side.

Q Did you see any other persons bayoneted there hy the
Japanese?

A Yes; five of my children died.

Q Did you see others besides your children bayoneted by

the Japanese?

A Yes.

Q After you were bayoneted whap, if anything, did you

do?

A I pretended to faint and then the house was burned.

Q What did you do when the house caught afire?

A I fell down on the floor. I rolled and rolled and I

found myself fainting or sinking into unconsciousness because

of my wound.

Q Were you able to take your children out of the house
with you?
A Four of my children were burned in that house and I

was carrying with me one of my children with his intestines
out. The nine-months'-o0ld baby with his intestines out was

the one that I carried with me.
Q Did that nine-months!-o0ld baby die as a result of

those bayonet wounds?
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A Yes ’ died.
Q And all of your six children with the exception of
one were killed there at that place? :

A - One of my children was saved and he is here with me
now.

E Y
Q Do you know how many people survived out of the group

fhat the Japanesc had taken to that house?
A I cannot tell how many because I was already sinking
into unconsciousness.
Q ‘Before you became unconscious and before you left the
house did you sece other dead bodies there in the house?
I I saw them burn.

CLPTIIN HILL: You may cross-cxamine,

CAPTLIN REEL: No questions.

(Witness excused)
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VICTORIANA DUENOS
called as a witness oh behalf of the Prosecution, being first

~

duly sworn, was examined and'testified as follows through X

Interpreter Rodas, with Interpreter Villa-Real acting as

"check" Interpreter: .
DIRECT EXLMINATIO;

(By Captain Hill) State your name, please.

Victoriana Duenos.

Where do you reside?

San Peruhan, Calamba.

What is your nationality?

Filipino.

How old are you?

32 years old.

O > O o > O > O

Did you live in the same barrio during the first
part of February, 19457

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recall sceing any Japanese come to'your.barrio

on the day of 12 February 1945%

/\A Yes, I saw when we were arrested.

| Q How many Japanese did you see in your barrio that
day?
A Six.
Q And what did these Japanese do there in your barrio,

if anything?

A I saw, what I saw is that the Japanese called us and
then I saw them.

Q Did these Japanese take you to a house there in the
barrio? | ' ‘*



Yes, sir.

And to whose house did they take you? .

In the house of the Lieutenant of the Barrio.
Was that Mr. Alcoran?

No, Mr. Barrera, Mr. Barrera's house, -

O > ot H B

How many people did they take to that house from
your barrio?

Very many; all of us there.

Lbout how many?

I cannot count them.

Were there more than ten?

Yes, very many more than ten.

Were there 25%

Maybe we were around 60.

hnd were they men, women or children?

Yes.

O > O > o O > o >

What other members of the family accompanied you to
this house?

A My husband, my four children, and my father and
mother and my sister.

Q And after the Japanese had taken you to this house
what did they do to you, if anything?

A After they had taken the men downstairs because
they were the first ones tied and we women were tied next.
Then we were divided into different houses. We were

divided and taken into different houses.

Q And then what took place?
A And we were taken to the house of Alcoran.
Q And you were taken to the house of Alcoran?
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A Yes.
Q And what did the Japanese do to you, if anything, at

the house of Alcoran?

A We were bayoneted there.

Q How many mémbers of your family were with you in
- the house of Alcoran? | -

A My mother, my four children and my sisters and brother.
Q How many other people besides your family were in
the house of Alcoran?

A I cannot tell and I cannot remember.,

Q Were there very many?

A I can not really remember the figure but maybe
around 15.

Q And were you bayoncted by the Japanese?

A Yes, right here (indicating).

Q Were any of the other members of your family
bayoneted by the Japanese?

A My two children who died and my two children who is
alive now,

Q All four of your children were bayoneted there?

A Yes.

Q What were the names and ages of the two children
that were bayoneted and died?

A Lucina Entena, 5 years old, and the one who died,

3 years old, Angela Entena, and my two children who survived,
one is 7 ye&rs 0old, Juanita Entena, and the other one is

1 year and 1 month, Dorothea Entené.

Q Did you see the Japanese bayonet any of the other

civilians there in Alcoran's house?
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A I did not see those because all I saw was m& family.
Q 4 Do you know how many people were killed by the
Jppaneée that day in the Alcoran house?

A No, I cannot tell. The only thing I had in mind

was to escape. ' .

Q Did you make your escape without the Japanese further
" molesting you? | '

A When we left that place we didn't see any Japanese.
Q Do you know what, if anything, happened to the
house?

A When we left the house was already burning.

Q | Do you know who set fire to the house?

A No, I do not know.

CAPTLIN HILL: You may cross-examine.
C/APTLIN REEL: No questions,

(Witness excused)
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o NARCISA KARANASAN,
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
firét'duly sworn, through Interpreter Rodas, was examined
~and testified as follows through Interpreter Rodas, with
Interpreter Villa-Real acting as "check" Interpreter:

_ DIRECT EXAMINATION C -
Q (By Captain Hill)' Will you state your name, please?
A Narcisa Karanasan.

Q Where do you live?

A In Pansol.

Q Is that a barrio of Calamba?
A Yes, barrio,

Q What is your nationality?

4 Filipino.

Q How old are you?
A Forty-five years.
Q Did you sec any Japanese in the Barrio of Pansol on

February l4th of this year?

A Yes, I saw,
Q Were they menmbers of the Japanese armed forces?
4L Yes, soldiers. e

Q What did these Japanese do, if anything, in your
barrio on that date?
A Lt 2bout five o'clock in the morning the Japanese

came into our barrio and arrested the people, the other

people.

Q How many people did they gather?
A Around 45.°

Q Were they men, women, or children?
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A

Men, women and children.

. What did they do with these 45 people?

They were killed, ,
Where did they take them to kill them?

Q

A In the big house,

Q Whose big house? -
A Mrs, ‘?ernanda Sulueta.

Q And were you taken to that house?

A Yes,

Q Vlere any other members of your family taken to that
house?

L Yes, ny husband.

Q Iny others?

A Nobody else except my husband, in ny family,

Q ind after you and your husband arrived at this
house what did the Japanese do with you, if anything?

A a8 soon as we arrive there, they were first blind-

folded, and then I found out one blindfolds, another one

takes the blindfolded men to another, who kills the blind-
folded men.

Q How did the Japanese~k111 the people there' at that
house?

A They were bayoneted, like this (demonstrating).

Q Do &ou know how many persons out of the 45 survived?
A We were only two.

Q Were you.%nyoneted or injured in any way there?

A No,

Q How were you oble to escape from being bayoneted?
A Because I hid behind the door,
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Q Did you sce what the Japanese did to the-hou#e after
killing the people?

A . Lfter they killed the people, the Japanese left.

Q Did they do anything to the house? )

A They killed the people. After fhey have killed the

people phéy set fire to the house. : -
. Q Did you see thenm set fire to the house?

e Yes.,

Q Did you see them do anything just before they set

fire to the house?
A What I saw is after they killed the people, they got
gasoline and set the house on fire.

CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross exanine,

CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.

GENER.L REYNOLDS: The Comnission will be in recess
until 1:30 this afternoon.

(Whereupon a recess was taken until 1330 o'clock,

13 November 1945,)
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AFTERNOON SESS ION
‘ (The trial was resumed, pursuant to recess, at 1330

hours.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session, The
Prosedution may proceed, :

MAJOR KERR: Sir, all ‘the members.of the Commission
are present; the Accused and Defense Counsel are present,

As T understand it, sir, the Defense at this time
desires to put on a witness who may leave the Islands shortly
and, with the pemmission of the Commission, will put this
witness ih out of order,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That is correct. You may proceed.

BISLUMINO ROMERO
called as a witness on behalf of the Defense, being first
duly sworn through Commander Bartlett, was examined and
testified as follows through Commander Bartlett:
DIRECT EXAMINAT ION

(By Captain Sandberg) What 1is your name?
Bislumino Romero.
Will you spell that, please?
I can write it but I cannot spell it,
Is it Bislumino Romero?
Yes.
What is your present address?
646a Legarda,
What is your nationality?
Filipino,
And what is your religian?
Catholic.

> O > O P O » O P> O P O
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Q
A

What languages do you speak?

I can speak, read and write Japanese; I can speak

Tagalog but I cannot read and write it yet.

Q

Now, how old are you?

14, |

And how long have you lived in the Philippine.Isld;ds?
I came to the Philippines on fhe 6th day of December,

19432
That's 1942,
Who brought you to the Philippine Islands?

My grandfather's interpreter, a man by the name of

Ota, brought me to the Philippines.

Q

A
Q

And was your grandmother with you, too?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you repeat the question?
(Question read by the reporter)

(Through Commander Bartlett) Yes, shc did.

(By Captain Sandberg) And were you brought to the

home of your grandfather?

O P O P O >

Yes, that is so. _

What is the name of your grandfather?
Artemip Rioarte.

Is that General Artemio Ricarte?
Yes.

Have you liveé with your grandfather, General Ricarte,

all your life?

A
Q

Yes.

And did you continue to live with him in Manila after

you arrived here?
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A Yes.
Q Where did you live with him in Manila?
A . Pasay, Linguyan, house at No. 55. And I lived there
until about New Year's of 1943, | ’
THE WITNESS: '44, _
COMMANDER BARTLETT:‘ 44, All right,
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Where was that house located
in Manila?
COMMANDER BARTLETT: Vill you repeat that, please?
(Question read by the reporter)

A (Through Commander Bartlett) It was in Manila, the
City of Manila; Pasay, and Luringa No. 55.

Q 59 Ruline?

A Yes.

Q Will you tell us all of the people who lived in this
house?

A Myself, my grandfather, my grandmother, and the maid,
That was all,

Q Did your grandfather speak Japanese?

A He does aot know Japanese.

Q And 4id you sometimes act as an interpreter for him

because of your knowledge of Japanese?

There are such occasions,

Do you knew Narciso Lapus?

I know him,

What was his relation to your grandfather~®
He was my grandfather's secretary. ‘
And do you know Joaquin Galang?

I know him,

> O P O > O >
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Q And what was his relation to your grandfather?

A He was my grandfather's friénd. In effect, Lapus'
seérgtaiy. '
| Q He was secretary to Lapus? _

A " He was like a helper or éssistant to Mr. Lapus,

Q | Did you ever hear yonr grandmother say anything aﬁout -
Lapus and Galang? |

A My grandmother was angry because she said that Lapus
and Galang were making a business, making money out of my
grandfather, ‘

Q Did she say that they were using General Ricarte's

mme for their own benefit?

I have heard her say that,

When was that?

1944,

Do you know who General Yamashita is?

I know him by photograph, but I do not know him

> O P O >

personally. I saw him on the platform, It was at a parade,
Q Will you tell us the circumstances of your seeing
General Yamashita?

A Starting at the beginning, on one occasion a certain
woman came to my grandfather's place and she told my grand-
father that Japanese soldiers had taken a carriage, horse-
drawn carriage, away from her without paying any money for
it, She came to complain to my grandfather and demand a
return of the carriages, And my grandfather said to her
"Go back to the unit and get them to give you back your
carriage",

And so I took this woman and went over to the unit
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with her. I went there and I inquired whether or not there
was a carriage there with a certain number on it, and while
I was there at the reception desk inquiring about this
‘carriage I heard someone shout “Attention{", and jusi then
General Yamashita came by. And then one of the soldiers
told me "That is General Yamashita", and I said to myself
"Ah! That looks just like his photograph".

Q Did you speak to General Yamashita?

A I did not say anything to him,

Q Is that the only time in your life that you have ever
seen General Yamashita?

A Aside from that I have never seen him.

Q Did you cver see General Yamashita at your grand-

father's house?

A I have never seen such a thing.

Q Did you ever interpret anything that General Yama-
shita said?

A There is no such occasion,

Q Now, did you ever act as an interpreter for your

grandfather for any Japanese General?

A There have been such occasions,

d How many times?

A Three or four times,

Q Who were the Generals for whom you interpreted?

A The first one was Major General Nishimura; then
there was Major General Nakamira,

Q Was there another general?

A Then there was Major General Saito.

Q Were these occasions when there was a party at your
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grandfathe}'s house?

A xes.~

Q . And there were a lot of people present in thé room ‘When
,you did your interpreting? ' ’
A ‘There were. ‘

Q . Can yoﬁ remember what it was that you interpreted?

A Yes.,

Q Will you tell us what the matter was that you inter-
preted?

A When General Nishimura came to the house he came with
either a éoldier or an officer, but he did not bring any
interpreter, General Nishimura asked "Is there any inter-
‘preter here?" and T said "I can interpret for you", At

that time my grandlather and the General and another grgndson
and I sat by a table where the maid had put some cakes. Then
General Nishimura said "There are so many people here that it
1s not convenient, so let's talk next time", With that
General Nishimura left,

Q@  And what was it you interpreted for General Nakamira?
A When General Nakamira came it was a celebration of my
grandfather and at that time the General told my grandfather
that the Americans will not return to the Philippines a
second time, Then a great many people standing around my
grandfather said "If the Americans come back again we will
fight them". That was all.

Q When was that conversation?

A Towards the end of - Towards the beginning of 1944,
Q Whﬁt was the conversation you interpreted for General
Saito? '
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g
A That was only when General Saito was going back to

Japan, He came to say goodbye to my grandfather.

Q .And was that the total conversation? Simply saying
"géodbye"?

A He also said that when the waf was-over that I could
come and 1ive in his house and study and go to military
school, e ¢

Q Are fhose the only conversations of Japanese Generals ’
that you have ever interpreted to your grandfather?
A Just onces That was not a home, but that was at

the General's house,

Q Those are the only conversations in your house?
A Yes. That aas all in my grandfather's house.
Q Joaquin Galang has told this Commission that you

interpreted a conversation with General Yamashita at your
grandfather's house, Is that statement true or false?

A That is a lie.

Q Joaquiﬂ Galang has told this Commission that you
quoted General Yamashita as having said "211 Filipinos are
guerrillas and even the people who are supposed to be under
Ricarte", |

A I have never had occasion to translate anything like
that, even oncc,

Q Did your grandfather ever say in your presence to
General Yamashita "I would like to take this occasion to ask
again for you to revoke your order to kill all the Filipinos
and to destroy all the city"?

A I have never heard anything like that,

Q Did your grandfather ever tell you that General
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Yamashita had ordered the massacre of the Filipimo people?

A Nothing like that was said. And if anybody had said
that, my grandfather has been working for the freecdom of the
Philipoines ever sinece the Spanish regime and if right here
on Philippine soil my grandfather was told that all of the
Filipinos, with the same-colored skin as his own, he could
not have agreed to it, - And I believe that if my graeq-
father knew that all the Filipinos were going-to berkilled
that it would not be reasonable for him to leave me 1iving
in the City, in Pasay. |

Q Did he leave you and your grandmother in Manila when
he went to Baguio in December, 1944%

A He left us here,

Q And from your knowledge of your grandfather you state

that he would not have left you here if he knew of any such

order?

A That's the way I think,

Q Are you very fond of your grandfather?

A I love him very much,

Q And what is your reason for telling this story to

the Commission?
A I know that any talk that my grandfather and General
Yamashita talked together is a 1ie, and I came here today
hoping to prbve that,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Your witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) When did you go to Japan?

When I was two years old,

Did you live there until yoé‘came here in December
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_of 19427 Is thdt right?
Yeg. |
With your grandfather?
., Yes. ,
What did your grandfather do in Japan?
1n‘Japan ﬁy érandrather was teaching Spanish,

O > O > O >

- Was he a prominent man there among influential Japa=-
nese officials?

A Yes.

Q Did your grandfather then come to the Philippines
ahead of you?

A . Yes.
Q Did he tell ycu why he was coming?
A - He told me before he came that Japan had conquered

the Philippines and that is why he was coming to the Philip-

pines,
Q Did he say what he was going to do here?
A Nothing excepting that he was goirg to help educate

the‘Japanese Army,
. CAPTAIN PACE: Will you repeat the answer, please?
I didn't hear it.
" COMMANDER BARTLETT: "Nothing ‘excepting that he was
going to help educate the Japanese Army",
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Please, sir, our interpretation
1s that he was going to "cooperate" with the Japanese Army.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you check that, please?
COMMANDER BARTLETT: It could be that, too.
~ (Vhereupon Commander Bartlett questioned the witness.)

COMMANDER BARTLETT: That means "cooperate",
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Q (By Captain Pace) When did your grandfather talk to
 Major General Nishimura? »
I'have‘foréotten.
Can fou estima£;\>hge;it was?
" I think 1t was 1944,
Who was Nishimura? ‘
He was a very tall, well-built man.
What did he do in the Japanese Army?
He was a staff officer.
Who is Major General Nakamira?
He was in charge of a communications unit,
Who was Major General Saito?

> © > o > o > o B o »

.I never saw him excepting when he called at my
grandfather's house, and I don't know very much about him,
Q When did Saito call at your grandfather's house?

A It is my opinion that it was about January, 1943.

My grandfather also went with General Saito to Japan on
some kind of business.

Q Was Saito the one who was going to send you to mili-

tary school?

A Yes.

Q Did you want to be a soldier at that time?

A I thought I wanted to be a soldier,

Q In the Japanese Army?

A My grandfather told me to go to military school,

become a General. So I feit that way about it,

Q Did you ever tell anybody that you wanted to fight
on the side of the Japanese when you got old enough?

A Yes, I have said that.
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Q Your grandfather always fought against the United
States, didn't he? - _

A " This is not whgt my grandfather said, but my grand-
mother told me that if the United States and Japan ever got
into a iar; that Japan could not hbld out very long.

Q Well, did your grandfather devote his 1ife to fighting
the United States?

A I have heard that he talked against the United States.
Q And did you believe and agree with his teachings?

A I felt a 1ittle that way, but my playmates taught me

that when the American Army came there would be plenty of
bread, lots of sweet things to eat and things would become
cheapeg At that time I did not know anything about the way
the Americans did things and because all the Japanese told
me the Americans were bad, I believed that they were bad.

Q Did you ever say that you wanted Japan to win the war
against the United States?

A I have said,

Q Did your grandfather know General Yamashita?

A I don't know whether they were friends or not, but

because he said he met him at meetings frequently I wonder
whether he may not have been an acquaintance.

Q Did you know then who Yamashita was?®

A I just knew his name, I also knew that he had con-

quered Singapores

Q What did you know about what he had done in Singapore?
A All I heard was that he was very strong,
*
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Q Describe what you mean by "strong"?
A He said that he took'81ngapore quickly and was a °
good soldier. '

Q Do you know anything else about him?
A I have heard nothing more about him.
Q . After your grandfather went to Baguio, did you stay

on in his house in Pasay?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who was left there with you?

A Myself, my grandmother and the maid.

Q Did your grandmother ever rejoin your grandfather

in the mountains?
A No.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will interrupt
the Prosecution at this time and ask what you have in mind
by this line of questioning.

CAPTAIN PACE: I have information, which I am not
convinced of the truth of, but my understanding is that
his grandmother went to the mountains with the grandfather
and died there. I was attempting to clarify that point,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: ' You may proceed.

CAPTAIN PLCE: Will you read the last question,
please? |
(Question read)

(By Captain Pace) Where is your grandmother now?
She died in the mountains.
Who was with her when she died?

> O r» O

The maid and somebody; I don't know exactly who, but

sdmebody very close to my grandmother.
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Who was the maid whq lived in your hduse?
Concha.

Where is she now?

She also died in the mountains.

When did she go to the mountains?

She went with us,

© > O > o > o

When did you go to the mountains?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you read that question?
(Question read)

THE WITNESS: It was about six months ago.

Q (By Captain Pace) Did you go before the Americans
had seized Manila?
A I went before I realized that the American troops

were coming into Manila,
Q Then you were not here during the period immediately
preceding the American occupation of Manila, is that right?
A That is right. All I heard from the doctor was, the
military doctor was, that they were going to take the sick
people to Antipolo.
Q | Give me the best you can the date on which you left
Manila for the mountains,
A The Americans came in in February, did they not?

CAPTAIN PACE: May I state for the record a matter
of'which I am sure the Commission may take judicial notice
of, the date upon which the Americans did come to Manila,
sir. |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Yes.

CAPTAIN PACE: Will the Defense stipulate that on

or about Feb:uary 3rd the Americans entered Manila?
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CLPTLIN SINDBERG: Jenuary the 3rd the Americans
were at the outposts; February 3rd they entered the outposts,
1s that 1t? -

_ CAPTLIN PACE: They reached the Pasig Rivgr on
February 6th.

' CAPTAIN SLNDBEFG: It has been called to my attention
' that there has been testimony here that on the 7th and 8th
of February buildings were being blown up north of the Pasig
by the Japanese, and that testimony came from witnesses who
did not see any Japanese soldiers.

CAPTLIN PACE: My recollection is it was the 6th
that they testified to.

| May I state for the record that thc Americans
reached, were well into Manila, by February 6th?

THE VITNESS: I am a little deaf, so please speak
louder. I went to Antipolo one week before the cnemy,
that is to say, the American Army enterqd Manila and I was
there -- from there I went with my grandmother to a place
called Panta. I don't know exactly where it was and from
there we went up into the mountains.

Q Who decided that you should go to the mountains?
Was that your grandmother that decided that?

A Nobody decided it. I was in the hospital because I
hurt my leg and when they told my grandmother that the
hospital was moving to Antipolo she said she would go, too,
because she wanted to stay with me.

Q (By Captain Pace) Was this a Japanese army hospital

you were in? :

A It was in the Japanese army hospital; I don't know
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thé name of the hospital.
Q When did you go to the hospital?
- A I ypﬁ Qri§ing a car and got hit by a cruck and I do
hoi‘remepber anything after that, '
Q Do you_rémember when it happened?.
A It-wﬁs about ten days between the time I had the
acoident and the time we were moved to Antipolo.
Q Did you go to the hospital before your grandfather
left for Baguio?
A It was after my grandfather had started.
CAPTAIN PACE: No further questions.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: There will be a question by the
Commission.
I Did you see your grandfather after you left Manila,
Just before the Americans came into the city?
COMMANDER BARTLETT: Will you please read the
question?
(Question read)
THE WITNESS: I did not see himj I have not seen
hjm since he went to Baguio,
GENERLL REYNOLDS: 1Is your grandfather still 1living?
THE WITNESS: According to the newspapers he 1s dead.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do you know where he died?
, THE WITNESS: I don't know,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Do you know the circumstances of
his death?
THE WITNESS: I don't know,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately 10 minutes.
(Short recess)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
~ Is there further cross-examination by Defense?
CLPTAIN SAﬁDBERG: Sir, we have no further questions,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may proceed. £
(Witneés excused)
CAPTAIN HILL: The next 1tem, sir, that the Prosecu-
tion deires to present, is Bill of Particular Item No. 112,
LEONARDO C. PALICTE
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINLATION
Q (By Captain Hill) Will you state your name to the

Commiséion, please?

A Leonardo C. Palicte, Jr.

Q Where do you reside, Mr. Palicte?

A Guadalupe, 340 Columbus Street.

Q What is your nationality?

A Filipino.

Q How o0ld are you?

A 22 years old.

Q Where did you reside during the first part of this
year?

A Cebu Breeding Station, Guadalupe, Cebu.

Q With whom did you réside there?

A With my parents, brother and sisters, and members

of the family.

Q Will you give the names of your parents and brothers
and sisters that resided there with you?

A My father, Dr. Leonardo J. Palicte; my mother,

-
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Louisa Casteneda Palicte; my sister next to me, Fe C.
Palicte;fsééond sister, Esperanza C. Paiicte; then Jesus C.
Paiiéte; Caridad C. Palicte; Manuel C. Palicte; Benjamin C.
' Palicte; Isabelo C. Palicte; Roy Emanuel Palicte; Abdias
Paltcte; and‘Gérminio Hortillosa.

Q °  On what date did the American troops come into that
vicinity?
A They began their landing operations on March 26,

1945, but they were able to enter the city the following
day, March 27, 1945.
Q On or about that time, did you have occasion to leave

your home and go to the city of Cebu for some cause or

other?

A Yes, sir.

Q On what date was that?

A About 9 o'clock in the morning on March 26, when we

could hear the cannonading of Talisa, Cebuj it was 40
kilometers from the city. My mother sent me on an errand

- to procure rice, because we had no dinner during that time,
as food was so scarce in the city; and me being the eldest
son of the family, my mother told me,'"You, my son, being
the eldest, go to the city and procure rice, because there
might be street fighting and we won't have food while we are
hiding. You brave the dangers, even though that the landing
operations are beginning." And I went to the city around

9 o'clock in the morning.

Q And when did you return to your home, Mr. Palicte?

A I retﬁrned the following day, March 27; that was
Tuesday.
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Q What time of the day?

A 7 o'clock in the morning,

-Q , And~when you returned, did you go directly té your
‘hope? |

A I went directly to my home, but I saw that it weas

completely burnéd up, and I went directly to the air raid
shelter to call the members of my family, but no one answered
me.

Q Did you et that time or later on that day have
occasion to examine the ruins of your home?

A Upon arriving at the ruins of my home, I went directly
to the air reid shelter where we usually hid during air
raids, and the rirst thing that struck me was that if my
parents ran away because of fear that the Japanese would
kill them, they might have the youngest brother, because
my youngest brother was barely 3 months' o0ld and was
artificially fed, and i1f they run away because of fear they
must take along the feeding bottle and the milk; but the
first thing that struck my sight was the feeding bottle and
all thingsAin shambles, and ‘I thought that something bad
has happened to them.

Q Did you then make a search of any kind of the ruins
of the home, to discover whether or not the bodies of your
family were there?

A I made a search, the whole day, but --

Q Tell the Commission what you were able to find

there in the ruins of your home.

A I found in thé ruins of my home, when I peeped into
éverything, all things had been burned, and I couldn't find
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anything.

Q - Did you that‘evaning find anything?

A " I didn't find anything that evening.

'Q ~Did you later on? '

A The following day a boy informed the family that

fhe'charred remains of the members of my family was in the
cemented cellar of our room, which I forgot to look into.

Q Did you look there at that time?

A I went directly, when the boy came to notify us in
the other house, and I went directly to the cellar of the
house, and there I found the remains of my family.

Q "ere you able to count the number of skulls that you
found there in the burned rooms?

A I was able to count eleven skulls, and the remains
of my kid brother who was barely three months old.

Q Were all of the bodies burned?

A All of the bodies were completely burned except
three which were still intact. My father -- there was still
a pool of blood at his lower extremity, and my cousin was
still also intact, and the friend who was boarding with us
in the house,

Q Could you tell whether or not their bodies, that is,
the bodies of those three, bore any wounds of any kind?

A My father, I saw the wound in the neck. The other

two, I saw the wound in the abdomen.

Q Both of them had wounds in their abdomen?

A Yes, sir.

- Could you tell what had caused those wounds?

A As to my own conclusions, sir, it was causéd by a
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bayonet.
CLZPTLIN HILL: Take the witness.
CA?TAIN REEL: No questions.
CAPTAIN HILL: That is all,
' (Witness excused)
 MAJOR KERR: Sir, we have two Visayan interpreters
who have not previously been sworn. ¥
GENER/L REYNOLDS: Very well.
(Whereupon Interpreters Filomena Zosa and Loreto
Lsturias were sworn.)
REYNALDO BURDIOS
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn through Interpreter Zosa, was examined and
testificd through Interpreter Zosa as follows, with Inter-
preter Asturias acting as '"check" Interpreter:
DIRECT EX/MINATION
(By Captein Hill) wWill you state your name, please?
Reyraldo Burdios.
Where do you reside?

Guadalupe, Cebu.

Q

A

Q

A

Q How old are you?

A 15 years old.

Q "hat is your nationality?
A Filipino.

Q Did you residc at that same place during the early
part of this year? 4

A - Yes.

Q Where was your home at that time with reference to

the home of Doctor Palicte?
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Stil1l in Guadalupe, Cebu.
How far from Doctor Palicte's home?
About 50 yards.
, And during that time were you employed b} anyone?
Yes.
‘By whom?

The Japanese.
What kind of work did you do for te Japanese?

The work of the Japanese as water carrier.

O > O P> O >-11> > O

On or about the 26th of March of this year, did you
overhear any con&ersations between members of the Japanese
army there where you worked, relative to the burning of
houses or killing of civilians?
A Yes, sir.
Q Between which Japanese did you hear this conversation
teke place?
A I overheard Captain Hancho instructing Private
Tanaka, Miyagi, Kubayashi, and Kato.
Q What kind of instructions did the Captein give to
the Japanese privates?

CAPTAIN REEL: We object to that question, sir, as
hearsay.

GENER/L REYNOLDS: The Defense has objected to the
question, and the objection is not sustained.

Proceed.

CAPTAIN HILL: Will you read the question?

(Questiop ;ead)
A (Through the Interpreter) Captain Hancho ordered
all civilians to be killed, and burn all houses.
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Q Did you hear any other conyersation between.these
Japanese at that time?

A No, sir.

Q Now, on that day, after you argi#ed.at your: home,

did you see the Palicte home on fire?

A Burned. The house was burned.

Q And did you go to the ruins of the Palicte home?

A No.

Q What was Mr. Palicte commonly called in the neighbor=-
hood there?

A Doctor Palicte.

Q Was he a doctor of any kind?

A He was thc doctor of the breeding station.

Q And wes the Palicte home located in what was referred

to as the Cebu Breeding Area?

A Yes.

Q At the tine when you saw the Palicte house burning,
did you hear any noises coming from the direction of the
Palicte home? '

A I heard a woman screamed.
Q Could you hear what the woman said when she screamed?
A She only shouted.

CAPT.IN HILL: You may cross-examine.
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: A question by the Commission,
GENERLL DONOVAN: Do you speak Japanese? |
THE WITNESS: No, sir.
Q (By Captain Hill) How did you know what these

Japanese were saying when you heard them talking? -
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A Because Japanese Captain Hancho ordered these
privates saying, "Civilian, patain; uchi sigi sigi," which
means, "Civilians kill", "uchi", means fire, "sigi sigi",

means "Hurry, hurry."

Q Are those Japanese words that you have just rpcitqg?
. A Wéll, I know a 1little, some other Japanese terms.
Q Where did you learn those terms?
A Some other Japanese.
C/PTAIN HILL: That is all.
) CROSS -EXAMINATION
Q . (By Captain Reel) Were those words that you have just

spoken Japanese or Visayan?
A He spoke only Japanese. "Uchi" means "house,"
Q Are we to understand that the instructions were simply
those four words, "Civilians kill, house burn"? 1Is that
right?
A Yes.

CAPTLIN REEL: Th;t is all.

(Witness excused)



(A document was marked
s Bk

CAPTAIN HILL: If the Commission please, we want to
offer into evidence Prosecution's Exhibit No. 307, which is
’ ‘the sworn statement of Seiichi Akita, a Japanes§ prisoner
of war, takeh in the Prisoner of War Stockade down at
Tabunok, Talisay, Cebu, Philippines, on 18 @ctober 1945.
It was taken in the presence of an inyostignting officer
of the Ware Crimes Investigating Detachment, taken under
oath.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may read the document to the
Commission, at least the essential parts thereof.

CAPTAIN HILL: "Q Did you know a Filipino family
named Palicte living at Cebu Breeding Area, Cebu City,
Cebu, P, I,, in March, 19457
A I do not know them by name, but the man was called
'Doctor'.

Q Do‘you have any information which you wish to tell
us concerning the death of this Filipino family who lived
in a house on the Breeding Area grounds just northwest of
where you had been living, and the burning of their house
on 26 March 1945 just before the Americans came to,Cebu.
City?

A Yes, I will voluntarily tell you what I know about
the death of a Filipino family who lived just northwest of
the house where I was living at that time. .

Q What time of the day was it when these people were
mistreated? |

A It was on the 26th March 1945 but I do not know what
time it was. But I believe it was at night because the men
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- "who did it had been ordered to return to our headquarters
at noon but they did not come back until about 9:00 or
10:00 o'clock that night.

3 'Q° ,Where were you while this family was aistrested?

A I was in a fox-hole at the foot of the hills just
behind the Guqdaluﬁe church about 4 kilometers away.

Q Could you see the house where it took piace from

your fox-hole?

A I could not see it from where I was.

Q Then where did you get your information about -this
mistreatment?

A That same evening when the four men who did it came

back to our unit I was in the same tent with them about

- 9:00 or 10:00 o'clock that night. They were proudly
telling what had happened.

Q Do you know if anyone else overheard their con-
versation or was present?

A I do not know.

Q Did all four of them admit having taken part?

A I am not certain whether they all admitted taking
 part in the killing of this family but I do remember that
all four of them admitted that they raped some of the girls
in the family, ,

Q DdA they admit having burned their home?

A Yes, they admitted having burned the house but they
said that this was by order‘of T/Sgt. Yasokichi Koroda or
else an order rgceived from the Mitsui Corps who was in
~charge of the defense of this area, ,

Q Did these four men say that when they burned the
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"house of this particular Filipinb family, the people in
‘the family were inside the house?

A I do not know if they were in the house vhen the

A' house was burned but these four Japanese soldiers in :
talking among themselves said they had raped sohe éirls 1n‘
that house and that they had left no witness so I under-
stood that there was no one else living who might have
seen them do it., I also understood from what they said
that they had burned the bodies because they said they
left no evidence.

Q Did you ever hear anyone other than these four men
admit havihg taken part in this particular rape and
killing of the people and burning of the house?

A No other man was concerned in this matter because
all the rest of our‘troop had gone to our fortification
in the mountains by Guadalupe. At noon of the 26th March
our unit left for this nearby mountain position leaving
behind in Cebu City Tanaka and Kato. After we reached
our new position, Kbayashi, Miyage and Yasutake were

sent back to assist Tanaka. All five of them returned

to our position that night but Kato told me that he had
not found Tanaka in Cebu City until just before they re-
turned to the hills so I do not believe that Kato had
anything to do with th;s_matter. He took no part in the
conversation..

Q Where was this tent in which you overheard the con-
versation on the night of 26 March 1945 located?

A Just in front of our trench near the mountain in

~ Guadalupe.
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"Q About how many kilometers is this from the houselin
which the family was living in Cebu City?

A About four kilometers.

Q. Did these four men in the tent that night mention
the name of the girls raped and killed?

A According‘to my memory, they mentioned their names
but I do not remember what they said it waé.

Q- Do you remember any remarks they made about the girls?
A According to my memory, they mentioned that one was
beautiful and they also mentioned that there were several
girls between thirteen and nineteen years old and they
said that they each had raped all of them, it was at least
two or more girls they raped.

Q Did they describe the rape of these girls in so far
as the use of force was concerned?

A They said that the girls of 13 years old wept and
was very pitiful so I assume that they used force.

Q Did they use the word 'rape' in referring to what
they had done to these girls?

A I did not hear the Japanese word for 'rape' spoken.
Q Did they say whether the girls screamed?

A They said that the girl 13 years old screamed.

Q Did they say whether they had threatened the girls
with weapons?

A I did not hear that they threatened them with
weapons; what I did hear was they were carrying their
weapons with them at that time.

'Q  Did you hear them say whether’the girls were held by -

members:of the group while others raped them?
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Ui 1. d1d not hear them say that they émployed force
to h&ld the girls down but they did say that Miyagi stood
as sentinel outside or inside the house while the others
raped the girls and then Miyagi came in and was the last
' one to rape the girls. I do not remember how ﬁany girls
there were but I.do rememﬁﬁ?jthag each of these four men
admitted having raped each girl. |
Q Vhat were the names of these four soldiers whose
conversation you overheard?
A Pvt. Yasutake, Pfc or Leading Corporal (I don't know
which) Ichiru Tanaka, Pfc or Leading Corporal Miyagi, and
Pfc Sroichi Kobayashi. I don't know the ranks for sure
becaﬁse they mean almost the same thing.
Q Where is Yasutake?
A He died about one week after we left Cebu City in
March, 1945, because of burns received in combat.
Q Are these four men the same persons you described
in your original statement of 16 October 1945%
A Yes, sir."

I think that is the pertinent part of the statement,
sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Any objection by the Defense?

CAPTAIN REEL: There is, yes, sir. The Defense
objects to the admission of this statement, first, on the
ground that it purports entirely to be the results of
conversations of other pérsons. Secondly, on the grounds
that it is completely immaterial to the issue, and the )
specification number 112. Nowhere in this document is

there any identification of this family as the Palicite
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family.
The witness, as a matter of fact, specifically says

_ thgt the name was unknown to him.- They mention their names,

 but hs~éaysg it o do‘not know them by.name."

- On the further grounds, sir, the statement largely
has to do with rape. All throughout the statement there
" is the story of rape, yet on the second page it is admitted
that the Japanese word for rape was never used.

We object to the admission of this document.

CAPTAIN HILL: Sir, as to the identification of the
family, I think the identification of the family is suffi-
cient. The evidence shaws the family lived at the Cebu
Breeding Area, that the family was referred to and that
he was referred to in the vicinity as "Doctor," and that
they lived there.

This affidavit or statement identifies the family
and the man in that manner.

| CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, if Counsel for the Prosecution
refers to the first twovquestions and answers, may I point
out that the seccnd answer says as follows:
"A Yes, I will voluntarily tell you what I know about
the death of a Filipino family who lived just northwest
of the house where I was living at that time."

That is the only identification.

I submit that there 1s no identification of the fam-
ily knovn as Palicte as named in specification number'llz.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of tie Defense is
not sustained; and the document will be accepted for such
probative value as the Commission decides it possesses.

v
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CAPTAIN REEL: Since the document is admitted, may
I make the additional request that thé questions and
answers dealing with rape be stricken, because the ques-
tigns of rape were never ﬁsed by the witness who made -
thé statement,'and.I refer to the Question nmumber 20 on
the.seqénd page.’ ;
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Well, the comments Sf Defense
Counsel are noted, but as an objection it is not sustained.
(Prosecution Exhibit No.
307 for identification
was received in evidence.)
CAPTAIN HILL: That concludes that item, sir.

- The next item that the Prosecution desires to pre-
sent is the Bill of Particular item number 97, and the
first witness is Rosa Calalong.

ROSA CALALONG
called as a vitness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Hill) Will you state your name, please?
My neame is Rosa Calalong.
Can you speak a little louder?

Q

A

Q

A‘ Rosa Calalong.
Q Where do you reside?

A 2462 Tinaldo, Manila.

Q Where were you residing the first part of February

of this year?

A In Iﬁtramuros.
Q Where in Intramuros?
A Anda Street.
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Q Were you quiding there with the other members of
your famili?

Q  What were their names?
A Jesus Carugtos, my husband; Victorina Alben, my

mother; my children, who are Aurora Carugtos, Angelita
Carugtos and Basilio Carugtos.

Q On the 5th of February of this year did you, together
with the other members of your family, have occasion to
leave your home_ahd seck refuge?

Yes, sir.

And where did you go at that time?

In the Cathedral Church.

To the Manila Cathedral Church?

Yes.

Where was the Manila Cathedral located?

Located at Calbildo and Postiago.

Was that at Intramuros?

Yes, that is inside of Intramuros.

At what time of the day or night did you and the
other members of your family go to the Manila Cathedral?
A At about 5:30 in the afternoon of February 5th.

O > O > o > O > O >

Q When you arrived there did you find any other
people in the cathedral?

A There were plenty thefe.

Q Can you state to the Commission the approximate
number of persons that you saw there in the cathedral?

A ‘There was lots of people; it is a very big church,
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and it was very, very crowded,

~Q‘ Would you say that there were 500 or 1000 or 1500
people there? B :

A | Maybe around 4000 or 5000; it is plenty; There are
very many. & S ‘

Q  Did you and the members of your family remain there
in the cathedral that night?

A Yes, sir,

‘Q All night?

A Yes,

Q | - Now, during the night did you see any Japanese come
into the cathedral building?

A Yes, sir,

Q And for what purpose did they come into the building?
A I don't know, sir, but they went inside the cathedral
and they were going around, and then afterwards they have
been pulling girls outside of the cathedral, and I saw

two Japanese raping those women right there in the cathedral,
and one by my side she is pregnant five months.

Q What part of the cathedral were you and your family
1ocatéd in that evening?

A We are in the middle of the cathedral. Suppose

this is the church; we are there at that place (indicating),
and this is the door.

Q Were you in the rear, to the rear of thé cathedral?
A Yes, sir,

Q And how many Japanese did you see take women out
wof the cathedral during the night?

A There are many, but I have seen two, they are very,
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very near me, in front of me, in front of our place those
Japanébe are raping her, and I have seen planty~ot girls
that they are taking outside of the cathedral, those
‘Matista girls, the& are very youngt.-They are telling,
"No, don't; mama, don't let them take me." Those girls are
shouting like that,

Q Did the Jaﬁanese take these girls by force?

A Yes, by force.

Q Did you see any girls killed there that night by
the Japanese?

A Nd, those girls were taken outside and I never saw
them inside any more.

Q You mean those girls that were taken outside you
never saw return to the cathedral that night?

A I never saw them any more.

Q Did you see any girls killed by the Japanese in
attempting to escape?

A No, I did not see them.,

Q The next day did you see any girls killed by the
Japanese when they attempted to escape? |

A I have seen,’yes, in front of that well. There were
girls there that were shot by the Japanese.

When they attempted to escape?

Yes. |

How many did you see shot by the Japanese?

I don't know; there are many fhere.

Several?

Yes, several,

How long did you remain in the Manila Cathedral?

O O P O > O
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A We stayed there for two days.

Q. Did all the members of your family stay there during

that time? . '

A My mother and my niece were there in the St.

'AuguStine Church. We were separated because the very

afternoon they told us to leave the house, you see I told

" my mother I would be 'going to St. Augustine, and he told

me, he said, "You can't go into St. Augustine, because

there are already plenty there." He told me that I go

to the Cathedral. So I and my two children and my husband

were separated, and my mother and niece were separated.
They told me I couldn't go there. There was plenty

there, that I better go to the Cathedral Church.

Q Were you and your husband scparated after you got

to the Cathedral?

A The next morning they took all our menj they took

my husband. '

Q You mean the Japanese took all the men?

A Yes, the next morning.

Q Do you know what they did with them?

A No, but I seen them,

Q Have you seen your husband or heard from him since

he was taken from you at the Manila Cathedral?

A That is the last time I have seen my husband.

Q How many men did you see the Japanese take from

the Manila Cathedral on that day?

A There are many; there are two very long lines.

Q ‘Well, when you say "meny" can you give the Commis-

sion a little more definite answer on that? Would it be
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50 or 100 or more than that?

A It would be more fhan two or one thousand, something
like that. | |

Q Do ydu'know if any of those men ever returned or
not? |

A - Yes,

Q Did they return?

A Mr. Sanchez Andriguez, he returned.

s

Q Did any of the others that you saw taken away fronm
the Cathedral ever return?

A No, I have not seen them,

Q And you have never heard of them since that time?

A I have not heard of them, no.

Q Now, after you left the Cathedral, what did you see,
if anything, relative to the destruetion of the Manila
Cathedral?

A I see thc Cathedral; I see it burning.
Q You saw it burning?
A Yes.

Q Do you know what caused the fire that burned the
Manila Cathedral?

A There is some explosion, plenty of explosion inside
the Cathedral.

Q Are you sure those explosions were coming from the
inside of the Cathedral?

A They are inside the Cathedral, yes. We are here
and the Cathedral is only on the next street.

Q Were there any American bombings or shells hitting
in that area at that time?
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A There was no shelling yet.
Q And no bombing yaf?
A  No bombing yet.
Q Wheniyou were in the catheﬁral did you see any signs
of explosives being ﬁiaced around inside the building?
A . I just see those drums there, and suppoding this is
the church here, the conVent,-there are plenty of gasoline
drunms there.
Q Around the church?
A Yes.

CAPTAIN HILL: You may have the witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) These Japanese soldiers you saw,
werc they arny or navy or narines? '

A They are wearing green suits,

Q Did you see any insignia on their green suit?

A No, I don't. I don't look at the Japanese.

Q You could not tell whether they had little anchors
on their green suits or not?
A No, I don't pay any attention to that.
Q You did not pay any attention to that?
A No, I don't pay attention to that.
CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
CAPTAIN HILL: I will ask to have these two phofo-
graphs marked for identification.
| (Two photographs were marked
Prosecution Exhibits No.
308 and 309 for identifi-
cation respectively.)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Hil1l) I will hamd you Prosecution's
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Exhibit‘No. 308, and ask you to state what it is, if you
know, _ :
Yes, this ﬁiape~here, this is the Cathedral Chnrch;
“Is that the ruins of the church as it looks today? .
it is nét like this today. |
" I will hand you Prosecution's Emhibif-ﬂo. 309, and
ask you to state what it is, if you Imow. |
A Yes, this is the Cathedral Church.
Q And is that as the church looks today after it was

o > o >

destroyed?
A Yes.
- CAPTAIN HILL: We will offer into evidence Prosecu-
tion's Exhibits 308 and 309, sir.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: There being no objection, they are
acéepted into evidence. .
(Prosecution Edibits No,.
308 and 309 for identifi-
cation were received in
evidence.)
CAPTAIN HILL: That is all we have.
CAPTAIN REEL: No further questions.
‘ (Witness excused.)
CAPTAIN HILL: We will call Francisca Cruz.
FRANCISCA CRUZ
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Hill) Will you state your name to the
Commission?
A My name is Francisca Cruz.

2050



And where do you reside?
I live at 106 Anda Street in the Walled City.
How old are you? '
32/years old.
'that-is your nationality?
Filipina, |

© > © > © > o

Where did yoﬁ reside during the month of‘February
of this year, the first part of February?

A The first part of February we lived at 106 Anda,
and February 5th we are taken to the Cathedral Church.,

Q Did you live in Intraruros at that time?

A Yes, sir,

Q And you are one of the persons in that locality
that went to the Manila Cathedral for refuge on February
the 5th?

A Yes, sir,

Q And did you rencin there in the Cathedral the night
of the 5th?

A Yes, sir.

Q And who was with you in the Cathedral?

A I was with my husband and my seven children.

Q Can you tell the Commission or give them some idea
as to the number of persons that you think were in the
Cathedral on that night?

A At that night I think there are thousands of
people in the Cathedral.

Q And you say "thousands of people"?

A Yes, sir,

Q How meny thousands?
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I think more than 2000.

A

Q  Were they men, women and children?

A Men, women and children; we are crowded.

Q  Inwhat part of the Cathedral did you spend the
night with your femily?

A At the right door of the Manila Cathedral,

‘ Q In the front and at the right.of the door, is that
right?

A Yes, sir,

Q During the night did you see any members of the
Japanese armed forces come into the Manila Cathedral?

A Yes, sir,

Q How many times would you say that you saw Japanese
come into the Cathedral during the night?

They often visited us there.

Meny times?

Yes, hany tines.,

What would they come to the Cathedral for?

> O o o >

I don't know; they just come, and if they see women
they like they take then.

Q Did you see any of them take women?

A Yes, sir.

Q How many times during the night in the part of the
cathedral that you were in did you see the Japanese take
women?

A Once I see one of the Japanese, I saw a woman preg-
nant assaulted by a Japanese.

.Q  Inside the Cathedral; you mean?

A Yes, |
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Q Did you see any women taken outside of the Cathedral
by the Japanese? ’ ‘

A Yes, they‘wefe screaming.

Q Were they taken by force?

A Yes, sir.
Q D;d you ever see thosc women again?
A No, I have not seen them again.
Q The next morning, did your husband leave the
Cathedral?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he leave there with the other men that the Japan~
ese took out?

A The next norning the Japanese take all the men.

Q What time in the morning was that?

A About 10:30, I think like that.

Q Did you sec wherc they took your husband £-d these
other men to?

A Yes, sir, they were taken to Fort Santiago.

Q Could you tell or did you see about how many men
the Japanese took from the Cathedral at that time?

A There were very nany, because they are put into two

big rooms. They were crowded there, and formed two lines.

Q Do you think there was 100 or 200 or more than that?
A More than 200, I think 1000; more than 1000.

Q Men?

A Yes, men,

Q

Have you seen your husband since he was taken from
the Cathedral thot day by the Japanese?

A Yes, sir, because I was at the door and he told me
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.goo@-bye.

Q Have. you seen him since that time?
A I have not seen him any more.
' Q Have you seen any of the others in that group of.

men fhﬁt ydu were‘acquainted with since that time?

A I have not seen them any more.

Q How long did you remein in the Cathedral after your
husband was taken out?

A The next morning the Japanese told us to go home

and cook some food because our husbands would come home.

Q Did you go home then?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you sce the Manila Cathedral building when it

was burning?

Yes, sir,

And what day was that?

February the 7th.

Where were you when you saw the building burning?
'We were in the Santa Rosa College.

How far is that from the Manila Cathedral?

Very near, in front of the Santa Rosa Cathedral.
Could you tell how the fire was started inside the
Manila Cathedral?

A We just saw the Menila Cathedral burning, and we

O > O > O P O b

saw some flames.

Q Did you see it when it first started, when the
fire first started? |

A Yes, sir.,

Q Did you see or hear any exblosions at the Manila
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Cathedral at that time?
A Yes, sir, I saw some exploéions.
Q How many explosions did you see?

A Very many. ,
Q‘ Did those explosions appear to you to be on the

-inside or the outside of the Cathedral?

A I think it was in the inside, because in thé Manila
Cathedral we sec many drums inside of gasoline.

Q Druns of what?

A 0f gasoline.

Q Gasoline?

A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross exanine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Recel) 1Is the only reason why you say
the explosions came fron inside due to the fact that you

sawv druns inside?

A Yes, sir.
Q That 1s the only rcason?
A I think in the St. Paul Hospital where the nuns

live, in the St. Paul Hospital, the Japanese lived there,
and they take many ammunitions inside and they leave it
there on last February 5th. We saw them because we ofteh
passed there.
CAPTAIN REEL: Will the reporter please read the
answer? I couldn't make out what the witness said.
(Record read.)
Q (By Captain Reel Because you saw amrmunition inside
the St. Paul's Hospital, you think the Manila Cathedral
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blew up from the inside?

A

No, sir, when. the fire begins, of course, when the

fire is big qnd-it gets near the St. Paul there, it burns,
»‘and in the Menila Cathedral there were meny drums at the

back door. Qf'course,vthe flames would grow big and we

" had many explosions from that.,

O P O > O > O

arny,

Did you see any holes in the building?

Holes?-.

Yes.

We have not seen any holes in the buildipg.

No holes in tho building®

No.

Can you tell us whether these Japancse soldiers were
navy or narines?.

I don't know,

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all. (Witness excused)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Cormission will reccess for

approxinately ten nminutes.

(Short recess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
You may proceed.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: . Colonel Fite,
_ ' WILLIAM C. FITE
called as‘a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined‘ghd testified as follows:
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, this is part of the proof under
Bill ‘of Particulars Paragraph 72.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name,
A William C. Fite,
Q Your rank?
A - Lieutenant Colonel,
Q Your organization?
~-& 129th Infantry.
Q Nationality?
A American,
Q What position do you hold in the 37th Division?
A I am regimental commander of 129th Infantry,
Q Were you with your regiment on or about the 1lst of
July in the northern part of Luzon?
A I was battalion commander of the 1lst Battalion., I
was with 129th Infantry at Aparri at that time.
Q Will you state in your own words and clearly to the
Commission what you observed and know concerning any mis-
treatment or killing of civilians in or around Aparri?
A On the 30th of June we received reports from so-called
"Bolo" men, Filipino citizens in barrios that were sccretly

—organized, that Japanese had -- that members of the Japanese
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Army had taken charge of a barrio named Tapel, This was
approximgteiy 30 miles east of the town of Aparri. ‘They
estimated approximatély 500 Japanese were in the party; but
- We sent a platoon that-day, followed it the next day with a
company. I went with the company and at the Buguey River

‘a fishing boat pulled into the -river mouth, In the boat
were_five Filipinos. | One was dead, another was shot once
through the shoulder, and another was shot twice in the legs.
They reported being fired on by two machine guns from the
vicinity of Tapel. At the time they were sailing west about
a hundred meters offshore.

I sent the two men to the aid station. This is on
the 1lst of July. .About 30 minutes lqter another boat came
in, There was a woman and a child that were creased by
small arms fire. I checked both of the boats and it was
apparently 25 calibre bullets that had pierced the hull.
They told conflicting stories. They were very hysterical,
/nd by the 3rd of July we reached this barrio of Tapel.

There were a few inhabitants there, Most of them
apparently had escaped to the hills. I asked them to show
'.me any bodies that were -- Filipino bodies that were in the
area. They pointed to two pits in the ground and said that
they were full of Filipino civilians, They were actually
wells and I had one of the Filipinos crawl down in the
well, and he uncovered one body, And I looked in the
neighborhood. I saw another Filipino ﬁho had been dead
approximately four days. He had been shot in the back,

Then about a kilometer or two from there this Filipino took

me to a tree, and there were three men and one woman that
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had been tied to the tree and they had been killed by bayo-
nets,‘Judging from the wounds on the body, = The natives
told me that this force was commanded by a Major Saito.
On the surrender of the Japamese forces in the area there
was a Lt. Col, Saito who said that he had since been pro-
moted. He spoke quite freeiy.to‘aur Niseil interpreter and
corrbborated some of the atrocities that were told us by
the civiliang, one of ﬁhich was taking women from the barrios¥
up there into his command post and none returned, And he _
gave as his reason that they would disclose the location of
his C.P, s

I have forgotten one incident. Five men came in
on the 4th of July. They claimed to have been wounded
approximately on the 30th of June. A battalion surgeon
came in to us at Aparri., Our battalion surgeon believed
that to be correct, the time interval, due to the condition
of the wounds. Two of these Filipinos were blind, had
been blinded by grenade fragments, and the others suffered
cuts presumably from sabers and bayonets.
8] Were these civilians that were in the boat that you
have described armed in any way?
A They were not,
Q Were the civilians that came to what you have last
described as some being wounded and suffering blindness from

grenades armed in any way?

A They were not.

Q This Japanese force that was in that area, was that
Army or Navy? .

A That was =-- The force tﬁat surrendered was \rmy
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with the exception of about 15 men that were Navy personnel,
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Yoﬁ may cross examine,
| CROSS EXAMINATION -
Q (By Captain Reel) Colonel, will you tell us something
" about these "Bolo" men that you deseribed? Who are they?
A " They are mostly men who work with -- not necessarily
with the guerrillas, I understand, but they advise the civi-
lians when to evacuate an area.
Do they -~
They ==
Were you through?
I was through, yecs.

Did they carry bolo knives?

O B> O P

It When they came into our C.P., they didn't have any,
They were just ordinary-looking native Filipinos.

Q And were there a number of guerrilla bands operating
in the area in which you were?

A Not east of Highway 5. There were none. They
operated west of Highway 5. That is the highway that runs
south from Aparri,

n So that west of Highway 5 there were some guerrilla

v

bands operating?

A Yes, sir. Colonel Volckman's guerrilla forces were
in there,

Q Yes. And were they armed?

A They were armed, yes,

Q And did they occasionally arm themselves with cap=

tured Japanese arms?
A I believe they did, only from talking to a few of
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the officers, They were short of equipment, -

Q Were there any guerrilla groups up there‘that were
aworking-with the Japanese?

A We had reports of same, but not that far north,
Makapilis were alleged to have worked with the Japanese,
but that was near Balete Pass farther up.

Q You had no reports of any other guerrilla outfits
that were working against Volckman's guerrillas in that

area?

A I never heard of any. .

Q Do I understand you were told that there was a well
there that was full of dead bodies?

A That's correct.

Q And how many did you find in the well?

A I only found -- I only saw one, He had to go down

about 12 feet and I didn't make him dig any others up. The
odor nearly made him lose consciousness.
Q Was there more than one dead body in there?
A They said there were three or fbur.in there, and they
had another well. They alleged, I believe, ten or twelve
in the well, |
Q But you didn't actually see more than the one well?
A I just made him go down into the one well.

CAPTAIN REEL: Tha%'s all,

~ REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Sir, I believe you said that
there were no guerrillas east of Highway 5.
A There were none.

Q Did these atrocities which you have described take
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place east of Highway 57
A Apprpximately 30 miles4easf along the Coast.
Q And was Major Saito or Lt. Col. Saito, whom you have
descfibed, in the Japanese Army?
A - He was,

~ CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That's all,

CAPTAIN REEL: May I have the last question and answer

read back?

oy

(Question and answer read)
CAPTAIN REEL: No further questions,
(Witness excused)
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all the evidence on that
paragraph. The next paragraph is 105,
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LAVELINO DE GUZMAN
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

A Avelino de Guzman.

Q " Your age?

A 52 years.

Q Your nationality?

4L Filipino.

Q Where do you live?

A Residing in the City of San Pablo, Philippines.

Q " . What official position, if any, do you hold in San
Pablo? _
A My position, sir? I am the Chief of Police during --

before and during the Japanese occupation.

Q Were you the Chief of Police on or about the 24th
of February of this year?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you on that date have occasion to be called to
the headquarters of any Japanese forces in San Pablo?

L I remember, sir. On the morning of February 24,
1945, I was ordered to call to the office of the Japanese

garrison commander,

Q Who was the Japanese garrison commander?

A His name is -- there were two: lajor Ono and Captain
Okubu,

Q Did you go to the headquarters?

A ~ Yes, sir.
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Q Did you see either of those Japanese officers there?
They were both together in the office.

g’ Do you know whether they were in the Japanese army or
navy?
’ A - They were Japanese army, sir.

Q  What did either of those officers tell you to do on =
thﬁt morning? '

A I was ordered by threat to comply properly the order
‘that they are going to issue that morning, and through the
interpreter they showed me a piece of paper written in
Tagalog_language; that means that is the order, ordering
that all male citizens of the City of San Pablo from 15 to
l50 years of age, including all nationalities, Chinese, to
assemble at the Roman Catholic Church by 10:30 A.M. of that
date, February 24, 1945, I told them that it is very diffi-
cult for me to carry that order properly, because the City
of San Pablo is very big. They required me to notify all
the people of San Pablo to assemble at the Roman Catholic
Church at 10:30 A.M. of that date. While we are talking it
is about 9 o'clock. I select two of my policemen who have

a loud voice, and take a big drum and go around the city and
notify the people verbally. If I shall not comply that
order, I am the very first one to be punished by death.

Q Now, did the Japanese at that time tell you what
would happen to the people if they did not assemble where
they were ordered to?

A They told me; and besides they told me I read the
order, it wasrwritten in Tagalog language, that non-compliance

of that order shall be shot to death in the street or in
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their own houses.
Q - Now, you did have members of your force go around

‘the city. and notify people to assemble in the church?

A Yes, sir,
Q And when did they assemble in the church? What time?
A A They are immediately, when my people heard, but i

before I 1§sued that 6rder'to my soldiers, permit me to
inform this Honorable Court that I am very doubtful to

that order, because two weeks previous before February 24,
1945, the chief of the Japanese Information Bureau in San
Pablo issued warning through pamphlet to the people, saying
"To avolid what happened to the people of Tanawan, to the
people of Santo Tomas, Batangas, and to the people of Bay
in Calawan, Province of Laguna, the people of San Pablo
must obey any order issued by the Japanese military

authorities."

Q Now, did you go to the church that morning?

A Yes, sir,

Q How many people assembled at the church pursuant to

the order which the Japanese commander gave?

A More or less 8,000 persons; 8,000 persons, people.
Q Did they include men only?

A All men, all male, including Chinese.

Q Filipino and Chinese?

A Filipino and Chinese, sir.

Q How long did you stay at the church?

A I just enter and go, enter and go, but I did not

stay there longe:.

Q Now, the following morning did you return to the
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office of Colonel Ono, or Major'Ono, which you have described?
A On the following day, sir, I was called again to
procged tg-this office for a conference., What I did was to
go there, but they did not permit me to return to ﬁy office
and notify my family, because I was broughf to the mountain.
Q 'Wéll, while you were in the office of Colonel Ono
that following'morninggﬁgid you see a letter written by the
head of the hospital to Colonel Ono?
A A plece of communication from the director of the
San Pablo.Hospital, and as far as I know, because I got a
copy of that communication, reporting to that office or to
Major Ono's office that there are some wounded persons in
the hospital.
Q Do you know the date of that letter?
A The date was February 25, sir.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross-examine.

CROSS-EX/AMINATION

Q (By Céptain Sandberg) Did the Japanese tell you
why they wanted everyone to assemble?
A I do remember through the interpreter that the people
of San Pablo will be assembled in the church for labor
purpose. They were going to be dig canal, big canal, so
that the Americgn tanks may have some obstacle to pass
through. |
Q Now, you spegk about a warning that if the people
did not comply, the same thing would happen to them as
happened at Tanawan and Santo Tomas?
A Yes, sir.

Q Was 1t general knowledge in San Pablo that the people
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in those towns had refused to work for the Japanese?
A No, sir, but I don't know what that chief of fhe
Japanese military -- of tpe Japanese information, by the
namé‘of ﬁakada, meant that warning to the pebple 6f San Pablo.
Q' Well, what was it that the people in Tanawan and "
Santo Tomas had done, that the Japanese had punished?
A-  According to him, because the people of Tanawan and
Santo Tomas did not obey the order and they would be punished.
Q Do I understand that they had disobeyed the order to
assemble at the church?
A I do not know, sir, but according to him those people
in the Municipality of Tanawan, in the Municipality of
Santo Tomas, in the Municipality of Calawan and the Muni-
cipality of Bay, were issued the order to the people for
work; maybe if not all of them, part of themj; they would be
punished, killed, tortured.
Q Now, as Chief of Police in San Pablo, both before and
during the Japanese occupation, would you say that you are
well-informed on local affairs in San Pablo?
A Not generally; partly, sir,.

CLPTAIN SINDBERG: Will you read that answer?

(Linswer read)
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Did you have occasion, as
Chief of Police during that time, to ever arrest any persons
for guerrilla activities in San Pablo?
A They ordered me, but there is no guerrilla activity
in the town of San Pablo. That is why there is no arrest
has beeh made.

Q  DoI understand that you are testifying that you
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never made an arrest?

_ A - No, sir.
'Q  For guerrilla activities?
A No, sir,. _
Q And never made any report to the Japanese military‘_
.ﬁolice?
A No, sir,
Q Of guerrilla activities?
A No, sir.
Q Are you stating that you do not know that San Pablo

was the headquarters of the guerrillas?
A No, sir; that is no headquarters in San Pablo, regard-
ing guerrilla.,
CAPTAIN SINDBERG: That is all,
CLPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all.
(Witness excused)
GAW AN
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn through Interpreter Uy, was examined and testified
through Interpreter Uy, as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Webster) Please state your name.
Gaw An.

Your age?

(Through the Interpreggz) 37.

Nationality?

Chinese.

What is your occupation?

> O > o > O > O

I am a Chinese newspaperman.
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Q Where is your home?
A San Pablo,
Q Were ydu émong those people who went to the church

in San Pablo on the 24th of February, 19457

A ' Yes,
Q Why did you go there?
A Bécause on that day the military police came to order

that everybody from the age of 15 to 50 should assemble in
the church; if not, they would be dealt with.

Q How many people assembled in the church?

A  Chinese and Filipinos included were about six or

seven thousand.

Q What did the Japanese first do when you went to the
church?
A A Japanese of ficer, through a Tagalog Interpreter,

sald that, "Today we are gathered here for a good purpose,
and since you are so many we will have to deal with the
Chinese first." The Chinese were to be taken 50 by 50,
and finally the Chinese were taken, 50 by 50 out of the

church.,

Q Did they separate the Filipinos from the Chinese?
A Yes.

Q What did they do with the Filipinos?

A When we left the church, the Filipinos were still

kept in the church.

Q What did they do with the Chinese?

A The Chinese were taken about half a kilometer away
from this church, and they were told to dig trenches.

'Q Did you dig trenches?
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Yes.

A
-Q How long did you dig?

A From 10 in the morning until‘l in the afternoon..

Q Can you ;tate how many Chinese were taken out of the
- church, by the Japanese? ‘

A About 700.

Q What did the'Japanese do with you after you got
through digging the trenches?
A The Japanese said, "Today we are very glad to see you
all here, and since it is a day of rejoicing you should all
came with us." So the Chinese were taken by the Japanese.,
Q Well, what did they do with them after they got
through digging?

AMfter digging I was taken to a three-story building.
How many were taken with you?
About 300 persons.

How long did the 300 stay in the building?

I stayed about five hours in the building.

What happened after that?

> 0 = O O >

While I was in the building, we Chinese were taken
five by five out of the building. I saw that the situation
was rather difficult so I took a package of cigarettes and
gave it to a Japanese and he told me, "Thank you," in
Japanese. I saw that the Japanese was quite grateful for
the cigarettes so I took my pencil and wrote four Chinese
words, asking the Japanese what was happening downstairs.
The Japanese answered, "I shouldn't tell what is happening,
but from higher authority I can tell what is happening
béIGW.“ Then he said that it is the order of the high

.
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authorities that the things happened on the lower floor,
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you read the last answer?
(Answer read)
Q " (By Captain Webster) vhat did he mean when he said, .
"things happeniné on the lower floor"? .
CAPTAIN REEL: We object. We don't suppose this
witness could possibly tell what somebody else meant.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Not sustained. Proceed.
(Question translated to the witness by Interpreter
Uy) |
h (Through the Interpreter) The Japanese didn't tell
anything except that it is not our business, and Jhst wrote
four words referring to the fact that the authority came

from higher headquarters.

Q What did the Japanese thereafter do with you?

A They just looked at us.

Q Did they take you anyplace?

A After five hours upstairs I was taken down, and the

Japanese =- there were three or four Japanese sitting down-

stairs and one Japanese pulled my watch.

Q And where did they take you?

A Then two Japanecse tied my hands at the back.

Q How many pcople were tied with you?

A At that time my brother and another Chinese friend

and myself were tied.

Q Where were you taken?

A The three of us were taken to a house about 500 meters
away.

Q What happened at the house?
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A - I saw two big holes dug in that lofality; from the
distance I could see dead bodies in those holes.

Q How many dead bodies did you see at that place?
A On the left hole I saw about 300 persons.
Q Did' you see any bodies in any other holes in any

other place?'

A There were also some dead bodies in the right side,
but I couldn't distinguish very well.

Q Now, what did the Japanese do to you and your other
companions at that place?

A The Japanese took me and my brother to the left side,
and the other Chineée was taken to the right side. As we
‘came near the hole in the left side, we saw about 15
Japanese officers standing there -- they were seated. There
was one Standing. I saw one whom I could recognize. He

was the propaganda officer of the Southern Army -- of the
Army of the Sfouthern Section of Luzon, and I saw him right

there in the yard a little while ago.
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Do you know his name?

Q

A . His name is Nakara.

Q What hapﬁenéd after you saw these Japanese officers?
A When I saw them they were all talking and smiling to
- each other, My brother was with me, and my'brothér was
about two meters apaft from me. We were heading towards
the hoie.' One of the Japanese soldiers guarded my brother,

and another one took his bayonet and bayoneted my brother,

and another Japanese slapped him in the head. As my brother

fell I was also stabbed, and I fell.

Q( What were you stabbed with?

A With a bayonet.

Q How many times?

A I was stabbed once, but the other Chinese above me
was also stabbed, and I was hit.

Q How long did you lie in that hole?

A About one hour. The Chinese that was stabbed above
me was stabbed so many times that when he shouted "Long
live Chiarg Kai Chek," and again the Japanese stabbed him,
and I was hit as I lay there.

Q Did that man fall on you?
A Yés.
Q How many other bodies do you know that came into

that hole after you were there?
A I felt about one or two persons fell on me.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Do you speak Japanese?
No.
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Q Is the Japanese written language the same as the
Chinese‘writing? ‘
A The Kanji 6f the Japanese is the same as the Chinese

‘characters, _

- Q Ahd thése four words that you wrote were Chinese words,
or Japanese words? ‘
A ‘ Chinese words; Japanese Kanji.

Q And the answer that you say you got, were those Japan-

ese words or Chinese words?
A Also Chinese,
Q Will you write down here the four words that you said
the Japanese soldier wrote down?
A (Writing characters.) How about the words I wrote to
the Japanese?
 CAPTAIN REEL: That's next. Have him do this first,

Q (By Captain Reel) These are the words the Japanese
wrote to you?
A Yes, sir,

(Through the Interpreter) Yes.,

CAPTAIN REEL: Over here in this column will you write
the four words that you wrote to the Japanese?

(Witness writing characters.)

CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you,
Q (By Captain Reel) Do you know who this Japanese
soldier was who wrote these words that you just wrote down?
A If I see him I can recognize him,
Q You don't know his name?
A I don't.
Q  Or his rank?
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I don't, eithér.

Was he an.officer?

I don't think so, but he had a bayonet.

This Tagalog interpreter that was in the church, was
he a Filipino? .

O > O

A He 1s also a Japanese,

S

Q Vhat was the name of the propaganda chief of the Army

of the southern section of Luzon?

A Nakara.
Q - And how did you know him?
A Because he was very well known in the San Pablo

municipality, and he also went to the Catholic Church to
give instructions to the people.
Q Did you ever meet him personally?
A Yes,

CAPTAIN REEL: That's all,

CAPTAIN VEBSTER: That's all,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Defense went to some trouble
to have the witness write those messages down. Since that
was done the Commission would like to be informed about it.

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes, sirj; gladly.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We would like to have it through
the Official Interpreter.

CAPTAIN REEL: First I should like to ask the Official
Interpreter whether those are Chinese or Japanese characters.

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Both.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The answer is '"both."

CAPTAIN REEL: In other words, these characters on
—the left side are used in the Japanese language.
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COMMANDER BARTLETT: Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: All right. Let me ask you this ques-
tion: Is this a combination of characters that is used by
the Jgpanese? : |

| INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: These last two, here, this
‘side (indicating), is apparently Japanese. I have seen -- ,
I hav; seen thdée characters in that order,'especially this
"meirei," which means "order."

CAPTAIN REEL: No. I am now speaking of the second
one. Is that a character that is normally used by the
Japanese?

INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: I am not familiar with that.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will take over.

If you can tell us what it says, read it to us.

INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: No, I can't read the second
character here (indicating).

CAPTAIN REEL: That is the one I just asked about,
whether it 1s a Japanese character; normally used by the
Jaﬁanese, rather,
| INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: I couldn't say; that I don't
know,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you read for the Commission
as much of it as you can?

INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: The first character is
"Jjo," which means "higher up."

GENERAL REYNOLDS: A little louder, please.

INTERPRETER HIROSHI ITO: The first character is
"Jjo," which means "high." The second I am not familiar
with. The third one is "mei." The combination of these
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two 1s "meirei," which means "order." I presume that this
would be the "higher authority," that the Interpreter over
here referred to, being the "higher," here. I am not sure
about that character there (indicating), but this would be
the "order," "meirei." .
 CAPTAIN REEL: Might I suggest, sir, that we ask the

Chinese Inierpreter if she can read the character that is
in question?

INTERPRETER KUY: These are the Chinese characters.
It refers to "higher authority." The second word refers to
"authority."

CAPTAIN REEL: That is a Chinese character?

INTERPRETER KUY: That is a Chinese character. I
don't know whether it is used in the Japanese characters,
too.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you tell us about it?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: I am not versed in the reading
of these characters, but for some 44 years I have known,
and I think it is well known, that all Chinese characters
are used by the Japanese, or are available fér use among
the Japanese, and that all Japanese characters excepting
the phonetics are available for use by the Chinese. And
for that reason it is quite common for Chinese and Japanese
who cannot'speak to each other to talk to each other by
means of characters similar to, perhaps, scientists who
cannot speak to each other talkidg to each other by mark-
ing down chemical or scientific formulae.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1In your opinion, therefore, there
is nothing unusual about this exchange of information
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between this witness?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: It is something that I have
knaﬁn'of happening on numerous occasions between Chinese-
‘and Japanese, or between Chinese who do not speak the same
dialect. |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: But you are unable tb translate=~
that statement?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: I happen to be an interpreter,
and not a translator, and this sergeant here (indicating
Interpreter Hiroshi Ito), was picked as a translator; I
mean, as an interpreter and not a translator., Now, with
a dictionary we undoubtedly could find what this word means
and what it probably means to both. In other words, the
top character, I happen to know, means "above," and these
other two mean 'commands."

Now, quite a lot of reading of both languages is
done by filling in between what must be the meaning. And
if I had access to a dictionary I could very quickly asay
what this character means.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Then the Commission will ask that
you give that paper further study, and if you are able to
make a definite statement as to its meaning, whether in
your judgment as a student of the Japanese language it
would be possible for this witﬁess, who speaks Chinese,
to have exchanged information with the Japanese person
in the manner he described.

COMMANDER BARTLETT: - I can have that for you when
the court opens in the morning, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very good.
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CAPTAIN REEL: Might I suggest, sir, since'the ques-
tion has been asked of the interpreter, that he tell us
whéther or not, in his opinion, there are not certain
- idioms that are used by the Japanese that are not used by
the Chinese, and vice-versa? '

COMMANDER BARTLETT: Undoubtedly that is so,altheugh
Japanese who have beenuin China, or Chinese who have been
in Japan, would tend to very quickly pick up each other's
idioms.

CAPTAIN REEL: And one further question: Is there
not a Japanese symbol for "superior officer" that is or-
dinarily used by the Japanese?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: I presume there is,

CAPTAIN REEL: And it differs from the symbol that
appears on that sheet?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Well, we are quibbling now. We
will ask the Interpreter to come in tomorrow morning and,
to the best of his ability inform us about the possibility
of exchange of information in the manner described between
this witness, speaking in Chinese, and the .Japanese whom
he described.

CAPTAIN REEL: May I say, then, in conclusion, sir,
our position is that we do nét question the possibility of
any such exchange. What we do question is the prgbability
of the exchange having taken place as the witness described,
wherein the Japanese soldier used this particular character.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The matter is closed.

Further questioning of this witness?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Any further cross examination?
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CAPTAIN REEL: No, sir.
(Witness excused.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Piosecution hafe other
witnesses ready to bring before the Commission?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: We have other witnesses in this
‘particular case, sir, ' B

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Ready to come before the Commis-
sion?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Yes, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will be in recess
approximately ten minutes.

(Short recess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
The Prosecution may proéeed.
MARIANO DY KHENG
called as A witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testifled as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION L

Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

A Mariano Dy Kheng.

Q And your age?

A 24,

Q Your residence?

A San Pablo, Laguna.

Q Your nationality?

A I beg your pardon, sir?

Q Your nationality?

A Chinese,

Q Were you living at San Pablo on or about the 24th
of February of this year?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you one of the first who was assembled in the
church?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you there after one of those who were segregated

among the Chinese?

A Yes, sir,

Q And were you one of those who went out and helped
dig the ditches pursuant to the request of the Japanese?
A Yes, sir.

Q After you were through digging the ditches, what
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did the Japanese do with you?

A After they are digging the ditches, I mean to say
the canal, it is a small canal and the Japanese said that
we must be very tired and for the work we have done they
are going to give us food and; therefore, they take us.into

three housés., _
How long did you stay in the three houses?

O o > O B DO

I stayed in the house until about 5:00 to 6:00 o'clock,

How many other Chinese were in those houses?

In the house there was more than 300 Chinese,

Did you receive anything to eat at that time?

No, sir, we did not receive anything.

What did the Japanese do with you after you left the
house?
A When we went down -- when I went down the stairs the

Japanese tied me up with two other Chinese,

Q Do you know their names?

A No, sir,

Q What did they then do with you?

A Then they forced us, the three of us, down the road

until we reached two ditches, one alongside of the road,
there was one along each side of the road.

Q Can you state about how large those ditches were?
A The ditches were about two to three meters wide and
more than two meters deep, the top being wider than the
bottom and about 20 to 40 meters long. The ome at the
right side of the road extending to more than 50 meters,

I believe,

Q | Did you see what was in those ditches?
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A Yes, sir, I see piles of dead,

Q Did you recognize ény of those dead bodies?

A I do not recognize any of the dead bodies but most -
of them were shouting and crying.

Q How many dead bodies would you estimate there were?
A . I would estimate the dead bodies on the left side to
be more than 300 and the right side just this much also,
about 300 also.

Q Can you state whether they were Filipino or Chinese
bodies? ‘
A I beg your pardon?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you rcad the question?
(Question read)
THE WITNESS: They were Chinese bodies but while
I was already in the ditch I could hear Filipinos shouting
so, therefore, there were also Filipinos in the ditch,

Q What did the Japanese do when they got you to the
ditch?
A First, when we got to the ditch the Japanese told us

to kneel down and to wait for our turn, He did not say to
wait, but he just told us to kneel down and right in front
of us I could see threc Chinese kneeling down facing the
ditch and three Japanese officers at the back =- I mean to
say three Japanese soldiers with fixed bayonets at the
back,

Now from the group of officers that was nearby one
of them give an order, shouted an order. Then the three
Japanese with the fixed bayonets advanced and thrust their
bayonets into the bodies of the three kneeling Chinese.
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When the bayonetswas pushed through the bbdies the same three
soldiers kicked the bodies into the ditch, That was a:qhnd
ten yards away from me. Around five &ards away from us I
saw a Japanese of ficer with this-big saber in his'hands.

He went forward and he 1ift his sword and cut off tEF head
of a Chinesc. Now, the Chinese fell down in the ditch,

When the Japanese returned to the group, he made a look at
us, he seccmed to be very happy. He seemed to be saying that
it is now your day. I was able to recognize him as the
chief of the board of information,

‘Q What was his name?

A Nakara. was his name,

Q Had he been stationed in and around San Pablo?
A Yes, sir,

Q For how long?

A Libout six months,

Q I believe that they had you then right about ten
yards from the ditch, is that right?

A Yes.

Q What did they do to you then?

A After the Japs, the Jap officers returned to the

group, he shouted to the Japanese behind us and then I was
taken forward and told to kneel down facing the graves.
Q Did you kneel down?

A Yes, sir,
Q What did they do after you kneeled down?
h The next moment I was already struck in the back and

when I was struck I fell down into the ditch upon the dead
bodies.,
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Q What hapoened after you fell into the ditch?
A When I fell down into the ditch I happened to open
up my eyes»ahd I saw one of the Japanese, one of the Japa=-
nese soldiers had bayone ted me and he was going to gilve me
" another thrust at the stomach, When I saw him I put up
my feet to preyeht the body thrust but it went through my -
légs'and my breast, Then I pfetended to be dead,
Afterwards the dead bodies got over my body and covered
me, The Japanese killed others right in the place where I
kneeled and they came over my body,
Q How many others did they kill at that place after
you were in the ditch?

A Around five or six,

Q Did you see them kill those?

A I didn't actually sce them but I could hear them and
feel them falling over ne,

Q How long did you stay in that ditch?

A I stayed about == I don't know how long I stayed

there but when I opened up ny eyes it was already dark.

Q Then you left?

A Then I run away. I mean to say -~ I saw a Chinese
fellow by the name of Lim Yu, he was at my side and then
persuaded him to untie me. After he untied me we both
got up off the ground and we begin to run. After running
around ten yards away we got into a canal where he fell
down and he said he could go no nore because he is going
to die. Later on when I was already in the mountains I
heard that Lim Yu got into -the hospital and he was again
taken out by the Japanese and beheaded.
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That is what you heard?
Yes, sir, .
You did_nof see that?

No, because I was already in the mountains,

O » o P O

As}you left this ditch did you hear any noises or
shots coming from the direction of the ditch? .

A When Iiwas going down the lake, that is after I got
outfrom the ditch I heard machine gun shots coming from the
ditch, I heard the shots coming from around the dead bodies,
the direction of the ditch where the dcad were lying.

Q How many members of your family were taken by the
Japanesc¢ that day*

A Fourteen, Fourteen members of our family got into

the trucks and twelve were nassacred; two of us got away

with wounds,

Q Did you say 407

A 14 members of my fanily,

Q 142

A 10 and 4,

Q And two of those escaped?

A Yes, sir,

Q Have you seen the other twelve members of your family
since that time?

A No more.

0 Did you recognize any of the Japanese other than the

Japanese officer that you mentioned?

A . I could not recognize any other,
-9 Do you know the names of any of the others?
A By the names I do not know them,
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Q Did you know the name of the officer who gave the

speech or made a speech in the church?

A h He-ﬁas'Colonel or Major Ono,
Q How long had he been in and around San Pablo?

A’ Pardon sir?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you please read the question?

" (Question read) | '

THE WITNESS: He was there in San Pablo about more
than seven to eight months,
Q (By Captain Webster) Can you state whether he was
in the Japanese Army or Navy?
A He was in the Army, sir,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross exanine,

GENER.LL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts at this
point to ask the witness to show us the wound on his breast.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, The first bayonet wound went
through this place (indicating); it went through here and
it came out right there (indicating); it was just a few
inches from my heart and the other thrust went through ny
thigh, it went through this place and also this place here
(indicating). I lifted up my legs and the bayonet went
through and struck this place (indicating).

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER{ No questions,

CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
(Witness excused)
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DY KAY
4ca11éd as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn through Intefpreter Uy, was examined and ®esti-
fied thrqugh Intefpreter Uy as follows:
- DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Webster) Please state your name.
(Through'the Interpreter) Dy Kay.
Your age.
Thirty=-four,
Your nationality?

Chinese,

O > O > O > O

Were you living in San Pablo on or about the 24th
of February of this year?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you one of the persons who assembled at the
San Pablo Church, pursuant to a call by the Japanese?

A Yes.

Q Were you one of the persons who assisted in digging
ditches for the Japanese that day?

A Yes.

Q Did the Japanese thereafter tie you and take you

to a ditch near San Pablo?

A Yes.

Q Will you please state what the Japanese did to you
at that ditch? _

A Three of us were tied together, and Japanese thrust
their bayonets on us. Then a Japanese officer came and
~sliced me here on the neck (indicating).

Q Do you know the names of the other Chinese who were
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tied with you?

A "I don't know their names.

Q Did you see the Japenese K111 anyone else while
you were there at the ditch?

! I saw the Japanese kill them.
Q How many? )
A I saw about ten to twenty, but there are more than

100 bodies in the ditch.
Q Is the scar that is on your neck a result of the

Japanese striking you on that day?

A Yes.
Q Will you turn around so that the Commission may see
that scar? )

(The witness exhibited the back of his neck to the
Commission)

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross-examine.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: If he has other wounds, have him

show the Commission.

Q (By Captain Webster) Do you have any other wounds?
A (Through the Interpreter) No.
Q You may cross-examine.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No questions.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Call the next witness, please.
(Witness excused)
MATIAS GUIA
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.
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A Matias Guia.
Q Your age?
A Thirty-fwo.
Q Your nationality?
A Filipino.
Q Were you living in San Pablo on or about the 24th of
February of this year? |
A Yes,
Q Were you at your home on the 25th of February?
A _Yes, sir.
Q Will you state to the Commission what you saw at
that time?
A Yes, sir. It was 1:30 P.M., February 25, when the

children have a commotion, that'they were running in different
directions. I just walked slowly, pretending myself that I
didn't see anything as to the action of these children.

As I go by the street, I saw the Japanese soldier carrying
five stretchers with patients that pass by our house., 1

don't know where it come from,

Q Now, those were five people lying on a stretcher?

A Yes, in the stretcher; they were lying on the stretcher.
Q From what direction were the Japanese bringing them?

A They came from the hospital.

Q "hat did the Japanése do to those five people on

the stretcher? _

A They take the patient to the street.

Q And what did they do with them there?

A I go and c¢limb up the avacado tree to see yhat should

they do with this patient, and I see that they pulled out .

-

2Q9O



O Fx O > O > O

L

the blanket, and other soldier hold the patient, and one
holding a sword with his two hands, and strike the head
like this (demonstrating), holding it in the hair.

Did they do that to all five of those peoble?
fes, sir.
Did they cut their heads off?
Yes,lsir.
Then what did they do with their bodies?
They put it in the air raid shelter.
Did you recognize any of those people who were on
the stretchers?
A Yes, sir.
Q Who were they?
A They werc a Chinese, Lim Yo, and the other a Filipino,

Ferena Biliplo.
Q Were the Japanese who you say killed those five people
members of the army or navy?
A They are members of the army.

Had you seen thenm before?

No, sir,

CLPTLIN WEBSTER: You may cross-examine.

CLPT/IN REEL: No questions.

(Witness excused)

CLPTLIN WEBSTER: Sir, that completes all the
witnesses on that paragraph in the Bill of Particulars.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Prosecution have additional
witnesses to introduce?

MAJOR KERR: No, sir, not at this time.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is the official interpreter ready

-
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to t_egtify?
You areﬁalregdy sworn and you are giving an opinion
as part of your official duties. ‘

o LIEUTENANT COMMANDER S. C. BARTLETT, JR.,
called as a witnesé on behalf of the Commission, having been
previously duly sworn as én Interpreter, was examined and
. testified as follows:

_ DIRECT EXAMIN/TION

THE WITNESS: The four characters written on the
lefthand side of the sheet by the Chinese witness, are four
cheracters which mean “Upper Mountain Command" or "Order".
There was no question about the last two being a very
familiar Japanese way of giving the word of "Command" as
used in army orders. The character for "upper" or "above"
is common. In looking in the dictionary, Japanese dictionary,
we do not find this combination of "Upper mountain" as an
idiom used by the Japanese, although the meaning is quite
clear, and it shows as a Chinese euphonism. I have been
told that it is a common expression in Chinese newspaper
Jargon, meaning "from higher headquarters" or "from above."
Q (By General Reynolds) Commander, is that the reply
the Japanese officer is said to have given, or is that the

question?

A This is the reply, written from memory by the Chinese
witpess.

Q Now, what about the question?

A The quesy}on is four characters meaning "lower floor"

or "room", "what matter". In other words, it would be

understood in Japanese -- I don't know what it would be under-
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stood as in Chinese -- but in Japanese it would mean, "What
is going on downstairs?" )
Q rhd you stated as your opinion there would be no
difficulty for the Chinese witness and the Japanese officer °
to have exchanged that information with those charaqteré
.and each of them understand?
A + I do. I would like to say thet it is perfectly
correct that this idiom is npot a normal Japanese idiom.
It can be accounted for in two ways: either that the
soldier had been whére he would read Chinese newspapers
for some length of time, which was the case of many soldiers
here in the Philippines, or it might be that the soldier
used one of two other idioms, both beginning with the same
character and meaning "higher authority" and the witness's
memory was at fault. I cannot advise as to which was the
most likely.

CROSS=-EX/IIIN/ TION
Q (By Captain Reel) Commander Bartlett, you would
agree, I supposc, that there is a third possibility, namely,
that that wasn't actually written at all by a Japanese
soldier?
A Well, I presume that any testimony given in any court
has a possibility of being felse.

C/PTLIN REEL: Now, I want to ask the Commission if
we may have that paper marked as a '"chalk". I believe that
is the proper use, since it isn't offered as an exhibit.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will require thet
it be suitably marked as an exhibit and incorporated in the

record.
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(The drawing of Japanese and
Chinese characters herein-
above referred to was
marked as Commission's
Exhibit A and received in
evidence.) :
CAPTLIN REEL: We will want to use that in examina-
‘tion. Iwould like to ask Commander Bartlett further
questions. .
Q (ﬁy Captain Reel) I show you this paper and ask you
if that is a normal Japanese method that a Japanese soldier
would use to write down “superior officer"?
A The first character is the same one that has been
under discussion. As you will notice, the one means "Up"
and the other means "Down"; it 1s very easy to see why that
would be. The other one I will have to look up in my
dictionary to make sure.
(After refeorring to dictionary) The dictionary gives
that as one of the two expressions that I said might have
been used, "jo kan", meaning '"superior officers".

Q And you found that without any difficulty, didn't you,
in the dictionary?
A Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: May we have this marked, sir, as a
"chalk" or exhibit, also, for our direct use in the case when
the time comes?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.

(The drawing of Japanese and
Chinese characters herein-
above to was marked Com-
mission's Exhibit B and
received in evidence.)

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution has no further
witnesses?
MAJOR KERR: No, sir; none for the evening.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: And are we on schedule?
‘MAJOR KERR: Well, approximately, sir.
GENER/L REYNOLDS: Very well., We will recess until
8:30 tomorrow morning.
(Whereupon, at 1710 hours, 13 November 1945, the trial
was adjourned until 0830 hours, 14 November 1945.)

-

e

2095



BEFORE THE
MILITARY COMMISSION
convened by the
United States Army Forces
) - . Western Pacific
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ;
S ~vs- ) PUBLIC TRIAL
TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA ;

High Commissioner's Residence,
Manila, P, I.
14 November 1945

Met, pursuant to ad journment, at 0830 hours.
MEMBERS OF MILITARY COMMISSION:

MAJOR GENERAL RUSSEL B. REYNOLDS, Presiding Officer

_ and Law Member

MAJOR GENERAL LEO DONOVAN

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES A. LESTER

BRIGADIER GENERAL MORRIS C. HANDWERK

- BRIGADIER GENERAL EGBERT F. BULLENE

APPEARANCES :

(Same as heretofore noted.)
REPORTED BY:

E. D. CONKLIN

L. H. WINTER
M. M. RACKLIN

b

2096




INDEX

WITNESSES
. DIRECT CROSS REDIRECT RECROSS

Sister Angelica Teruel 2097 -
Sister Paz San Buenaventura 2098 2102 - 2103
'Cucufgte Adlawan 2104 2109
Teodoro Sanchez. ' 2112 2123"
Teodoro Sanchez (recalled) ' 2125
1st Lt, Simeon J. Larkins 2129 2136
Miguel Ocampo 2138 2149
Fermin Miyasaki 2151 2153 2155
Vicente T. Ardenio 2157 2161
Jose Lacson 2165 2169 2170
Ricardo San Juan 2171 2174
Justina Manlisik 2184 2186 :
Joaquin Mendoza 2186
Isidoro Magnaye 2189 2191 2194 2195
Juan Zamosa 2196 2198
Jose M. Corona 2198 2201 2202
Ricardo Trinidad 2204 2207
Beato Vitan 2208
Paz B, Raemirez 2209 g
Sister Mary Trinita 2212 2218 2219

Ko King Hun 2221 2229



PROSECUTION EXHIBIT NO.  FOR IDENTIFICATION IN EVIDENCE

310

" EXHIBILS

311

313 .

314
315
316
317
318

(omitted in numbering)

2126

2133
2134

2135 ;

2174
2199

2234
2235

2129

2134

2135

2136

2174

2240

R



PROCEEDINGS
GENFRAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session and
the Prosecution mai pfoceed.
| MAJOR KERR: Sir, all-members of the Commission are
'presenﬁ, the Accused and Defense Counsel are present, We :
' will proceed.
CAPfAIN CALYFR: If the Commission please, the first
item to be presented this morning concerns the murder of
two American flyers and five Filipinos at Cebu City, and
is covered in the Bill of Particulars Item No. 109,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will interrupt
briefly to hear a statement by the senior interpreter,
COMMANDER BARTLETT: In the testimony of Reynaldo
Burdios, on page 2034 of the récord for 13 November,-’
" there 15 a name given as Captain Hancho -~ H-a-n-c-h-o.
The Commission's attention is invited to the fact
that the word "hancho"'is the commonly used word for squad
leader., Also that the word "Hancho" does not appear in
the dictionary of Japanese proper names,
' GENERAL REYNOLDS: All right. The Prosecution may
proceed.
CAPTAIN CALYER: We will call Sister Angelica Teruel.
‘ SISTER ANGELICA TERUEL
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was eiamined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name, please?
Sister Angelica Teruel.
Where do you reside, Sister?
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Concordia Convent.

A

Q ‘Will you repeat that?

A I live gg,the Concordia Convent.

Q On the 21st day of March, 1945, where were you
11v1ngf , |
A I was living_af Mandaue, Cebu.

Q ' On that day 4id you héve an occasion to see an
American?

A Yes, sir.

Q Will you explain to the Commission the circumstances

under which you saw him?
A On March 21st I saw an American flyer dressed in

khaki with burned arms and legs in our convent in Mandaue,

Cebu,
Q . Did you have a conversation with him?
A My interview with him was about him telling me that

he was an American flyer of Italian descent by the name of

Paul lMansella, He was a machine gunner.

Q Was that the complete conversation that you had
with him?
A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN CALYFR: You may cross examine,
CAPTAIN SANDBFRG: No questions.
(Witness excused)
SISTER PAZ SAN BUENAVENTURA |
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q@  (By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name,
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please?

A I.amA81ster Paz San Buenaventura.
Q On the 21st of March where were you living?
A - Iwas in our sumﬁer house at Mandaue, Cebu.
Q On that da& did you have an occasion to see an
American? |
A Yes,
Q Will you explain the circumstances under which you
saw him?
A . At about 8:0" o'clock in the morning after the first

air raid I was called to give first aid. I rushed for some
medicine and some bandages, and when I came down I saw a
young /American soldier sittihg in a chair surrounded by
three or four Sisters of Charity, --lmany of them were

~ from oﬁr camp, and a good number 6f men and children were
there that came from the shore.

Q Willvyou explain the condition of the American as
you saw him?

A He was breathing with difficulty, evidently had pain
~on his breast and both arms and legs were burned,

Do you recall how he was dressed?

Yes.

Q

A .
Q How?
A He was wearing short white pants and a khaki shirt,
Q Do you know who he was? ‘

A I know it from the conversation which I overheard
between a Sister and he. He said he was Paul Mansella,
v,Q,,l __Did you treat him?

A I did. I rubbed his arms with picric acid, though
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I found from the Sisters who went first that he had been
given, already, an application of water and olive oil.

Q Sometime later that day did you see some Japanese

at your compound?

A Yes. The first Japaneseal sav was accompanied by

another fellow by the name of David Rosal, a Makapili,

Q Who was the Japanese with the Makapali?

A I don't know the name, but I think he should be an -

M. P, officer because of his arm band,

Q What was the arm band?
A It said "M, P,"
Q Now, what happened at that time between the Japanese

and the Ameriéan?

A The Japanese officer accompanied by the under-cover
_ immediately asked for an American flyer, and they threat-
ened the Mother Superior and all the Sister with violence,

and a pistol. Ve had -- we were forced to show where he

was, and they found him along under the house.

Q What happened after they found him?

A They immediately bound his arms behind him, his

hands, I mean, and asked him to tell where he had placed

his uniform. Then he coﬁld not recall because he was

dazed and he was unconscious when he came to the camp.
By the way, more Japanese came, and they brought

him out of our camp,

Q Did they later bring him back to your camp?

A Sometime later he left the camp and more groups of

—Japanese, py twos and by threes and by fours camq% and

more came all the time, searching for his uniform and

~
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weapons, and any traces whatsoever,
Q Were those other Japanese who came there also M, P,'s?
~A . There were a good number of under-covers, and some

constabulary men.

Q  Were some of them M. P.'s?

A I bgg‘your pardon? : P
Q Were some of them M. P.'s?

A Most of them were M. P.'s, as I could see from the
arm band.

Q Did there come a time when the American was taken

away from your compound?

A I remember at around 10:30 or 11:00 a group of M, P.'s,
Japanese !, P.'s and under-covers came back with the
American flyer, who was still tied up. His hands were
still tied up behind him. He was walking with more dif-
ficulty, and they had to push him and force him to retrace
his steps, because they wanted at all costs to find his
uniforms, and he did retrace his steps until almost to

the beach he came from, or rather, where he was brought
from by the fishermen. But failing to do that, they
brought him out of our camp, failing to get the uniform,

I think. That should be around 12:00 or 12:30, I suppose.

Q Who was with him when he left your camp the last
time?

A Both M. P.'s, M. P. officers, and under-covers.

Q Where did they go at that time?

A I just saw them leave the camp.

Q And in what direction were they going?

A To a direction'of the Provincial road, but I knew
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from the same under-cover who accompanied the first Japan-
ese M, P. officer who caﬁe, that he was probably brought
to the Kempei Tai. + 7
CAPTAIN CALYER: - You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINAIION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) When was it that the American
took off his uniform?

A Evidently it was Just before I came, because I still
saw the bundle, a bundle of his uniforms.

Q And where did he hide the uniforms?

A He did not hide the uniform, but there was a Filipino
who offered to bring not only his uniform, but to bring

him to the mountains. I overheard the conversation. The
American flyer was smiling and thanking him, and he said
that he was too weak to be moved out, and so the Filipino
just brought his uniform, thinking and expecting to be able
to see him back. He was going to wath the uniforms for
him, '

Q Did the Filipino take the uniform away to the moun-
tains? Do I understand that the Filipino took the uniform
away from yoﬁr place and to the mountains?

A Away from our place, but I learned a little after
Junch time he came back with the uniform alréady laundered
and ironed, and thinking he could give them back to the
fiyer, but the flyer had already gone away. 7

Q When the Japanese first saw the flyer then, he was

—_ wearing civilian clothes? -
- : R |
A He was, yes.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.
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'‘REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Calyer) Were they civilian clothes, or
. was it just that his uniform was removed? :

A ~ The one who was ﬁearing it?

Q  The Amex;ican; was he wearing other clothes that had

beén pu't‘on', or was it Just that h:ls;oiztor garments were
removed? | ' |
A It was not his outer garments., They put -- I learned
‘later that the short white pants and the khaki shirt I saw
him wearing belonged to a friend; I don't know the name of
the friend, but he was one of the many evacuees from our
camp,

CAPTAIN CALYER: That is all.

("itness excused)
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- CUCUFATE ADLAWAN
called as a witness'on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

qQ - (By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name?
A Yes, I speak English,
Q " Will you state your~namé?
A Cucufate Adlawan,
Q Whene do you reside?
A Mandaue, Cebu, '
Q ATe you now in custody?
A Yes, I am in custody,
Q Where®
A The North Harbor Stockade.
Q Are you being held as a collaborator?
A Yes, as a collaborator,
Q Have you discussed this situction with me previous
to today? ‘
THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon, sir?
(Question read)
A I have discussed this to 2 certain man, but it is not
you,
Q Didn't you talk with me one day last week in the
T & C Building?
A I talked with a certain man, but I forget his face.
Q All right. In any conversations that you have had

with anybody with reference to this case, has any promise
been made tozyou with regard to treatment that you may ex-

pect to receive as a result of your testifying?
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A Yes, it was discussed there that we are not promise

vl something, We are here to state what we know, and not --

without any good to be -- withaqut any benefit for the
future, - _

Q Do you understand that you do not have to testify
unless you wish to. do so?

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon?

(Quéstion read)

A I testify because I wish to do so.

Q Do you understand that you do not have to testify
to anything which would show that you were guilty of any
wrong ful act? \
A | I don't understand_the question; I beg pardon.

Q_ Do you understand that you do not have to say any-
thing which would show that you had done anything wrong?

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon again?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission feels that we
would get better results through an interpreter.

CAPTAIN CALYER: I think, sir, after we have passed
these preliminary questions -- I didn't anticipate it at
this point either,

(The following answers of the witness were given
through Interpreter Zosa, unless otherwise indicated.)

CAPTAIN CALYER: Will the reporter please read the
last question for the 1nterpfeter?

(The question referfed to was read by the reporter
as follows:

"Do you understand that you do not have to say

anything which would show that you had done any-

-
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tl;ing_ wrong?")

.(Question‘tranalhted to the witness by the-inter-
 préter) : ; .
e (Throuéh the interpreter) I understand, that I
havenft-done!anything Wrong. :

Q  (By Captain Calyer) Are you still willing to testify
.in the matters that you know about in this case? .
(Translated to the witness throuéh the interpreter.)

/

A (Through the interpreter) I am very willing to

- testify, as they say "without reservation",

Q In 1945, in March, were you working for the Japanese?
| (Translated to the witness through the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) Yes, I worked for the

Japaiese.,.
Q What did you do for them?

(Translated to the witness through the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I always wait for their
order, Sometimes I am used to go out patroling areas
- outside and inside the City of Cebu.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: May we have the answer read?
(Answer read) .
CAPTAIN CALYER: 1Is that the end of the ansyer?
INTERPRETER ZOSA: Yes, sir,
Q (By Captain Calyer) On the 25th of March 1945,
did you see an:American in Cebu City?
THE WITNESS: Yes, I have seen.
(A Where?
~ THE WITNESS: In the House == in our former office

\

- where Tsuruyama was residing, the chief of the Japanese /
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military police of Cebu,

Q What was'Tsuruyama's rank,;do you know?
THE WITNESS: He is a captain and -- he is a captain.
Q Where did you see this American at Tsuruyama's house?
© THE WITNESS: Under the building. '
Q  And will you describe his condition at that time?

-

THE WITNESS: He was standing tied -~ his hands were
‘tied -- his one hand was tied up to a chair, and he was
guarded by one Japanese which was arméd with rifle and fixed

bayonet.

Q Do ybu know the name of that guard?
THE WITNESS: Yes, I know him, .

Q Who was 1t? |

THE WITNESS: Kaji.
Q How was the American dressed?

THE WITNESS: He was dressed in faded khaki.
Q What was that?

THE WITNESS: He was dressed in a uniform, faded
khaki,
Q A ébmplete uniform, shirt and trousersé
i THE WITNESS: It was a shirt and pants without any
insignia. |
Q Did you have a conversation with that American?

~ THE WITNESS: Yes, I have a short time to interview

with hin, )
Q, What was that conversation?

THE WITNESS: I ask his name and where he came from,
~Q What answer did you receive? » 7 3 :
THE WITNESS: He told me his name. Hls name was
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' Scott, and his rank was Sergeant. He told me that he was a

maéhine-gunner of a twin engine, and his landing base was

in San Jose, Mindoro.

o .

Wil you describe his appearance?
THE WITNESS: He was tall, about five feet and eleven

/ inches, and his hair~1s_-- was light color, His face was

red.

i

Do you know when he was captured?
?HE WITNESS: I was only informed by the commander

of our detachment that he was arrested about two days prior

to my conversation., That was 6n or about March 23, 1945.

Q

Have you ever seen that American since that date -=-
THE WITNESS: No, I have not seen him,

Do you know where they took him?

THE WITNESS: I beg pardon?

Do you know where the Japanese took him?

THE WITNESS: I only -- I was only informed by Sergeant

Yoshida, the commander of our detachment, that he was arres-

ted by the Japanese garrison in Talisay, and he was brought

to the Kempel Tai headquarters, Japanese military police

headquarters.
Q Where?
A In Figueroa®Street, where Tsuruyama was living.
Q That is Tsuruyama's house?
THE WITNESS: His house.
Q Do you-know where he was taken from that house?

THE WITNESS: T don't know where it was,
CAPTAIN CALYER: You may examine.
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_ CROSS EXAMINATION ‘
Q (By Captain Sandperg) ‘Do you know whether there was
any prisoner-of-war camb in Cebu éity?
THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon?
‘Q - Do you'khow whether there was any prisoner-of-war
camp in Cebu City? .
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter)
A (Thrcugh the interpreter) Yes, I know there are
several camps,
Q Are there any prisoner-of-war camps, that is, camps
.where large numbers of prisonefs-of—war are held?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter)
A (Through the interpreter) The biggest headquarter
camp was at the normal school.
Q That wasn't a prisoner-of-war camp, was it; that
was simply a Japanese garrison?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter,)
A (Through the interpreter) There were prisoners and
also Japanese guards.
Q | Were there large numbers of American soldiers held
as prisoners of war in Cebu City? ,
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I am not so sure whether

there were many or not, but I only saw.one American pri-

it

sonex _
Q That 1s this Sergeant Scott that you just testified
about? | ‘
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I only saw that American
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_ CROSS EXAMINATION ‘
Q (By Captain Sandperg) ‘Do you know whether there was
any prisoner-of-war camb in Cebu éity?
THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon?
‘Q - Do you'khow whether there was any prisoner-of-war
camp in Cebu City? .
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter)
A (Thrcugh the interpreter) Yes, I know there are
several camps,
Q Are there any prisoner-of-war camps, that is, camps
.where large numbers of prisonefs-of—war are held?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter)
A (Through the interpreter) The biggest headquarter
camp was at the normal school.
Q That wasn't a prisoner-of-war camp, was it; that
was simply a Japanese garrison?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter,)
A (Through the interpreter) There were prisoners and
also Japanese guards.
Q | Were there large numbers of American soldiers held
as prisoners of war in Cebu City? ,
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I am not so sure whether

there were many or not, but I only saw.one American pri-

it

sonex _
Q That 1s this Sergeant Scott that you just testified
about? | ‘
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I only saw that American
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Sergeant, »
Q That is the only imerican prisoner of war you have
ever seen in Cebu City?

(Translated to thé witness by the interpreter.)

A (Through the interpreter) Yes, the only one prisoner,
Americano 3 .
Q : Now, do you happen to know under what circumstances

Sergeant Scott was captured?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I was only informed by
that chief in charge of that prisoner, that he was -- I
saw him, the prisoner, and under guard.
Q Do you know the circumstances under which he was
captured?
(Translated to the witness through the interpreter.)
THE WITNESS: Certainly I know, because it is sure
he is an American,
Q Do you know whether he was hiding when he was cap=-
tured?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) I am not so sure whether
he hid somewhere, but he was captured by the Japanese in the
town of Talisay, Province of Cebu,
THE WITNESS: That was according to Yoshida.
INTERPRETER ZOSA: "That was according to Yoshida",
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Do you knoﬁ whe ther he was
wearing a full American uniform when he was captured?
(Translated to the witness by the interpreter.)
A (Through the interpreter) He was in uniform without
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insignia,
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: - That 1is all,
CAPTAIN CALYER: That is all, '
(Witness excused)
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CAPTAIN CALYER: Teodoro Sanchez.
' TEODORO SANCHEZ
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecutioﬂ; being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interprete} Zosa, with Interpreter Ajero acting as "cﬁeck"
Interpreter; ‘
DIRECT EXAMNINATION

(By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name?
(Through Interpreter Zosa) Teodoro Sanchez.
Where do you reside?

Consolacion, Cebu.

O O r» O

Are you now held in custody?
INTERPRETER ZOSA: I beg your pardon?
CAPTAIN CALYER: Will you read it, please?

(Question read)

A (Through Interpreter Zosa) Yes. I am in custody.
Q (By Captain Calyer) Where?

A With the Japanese prisoners.

Q Have you discussed this situation with me before
today?

A Yes.,

Q Has any promise been made to you of any treatment

that you might expect as a result of your testifying?

A I have to tell the truth of what I had seen,

Q Have you been told that if you do testify you could
expect any different treatment than if you do not testify?
A I was not told. I do not know,

Q Do you expect any different treatment if you testify
than you might expect if you did not?
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A : I_don't expect.

Q Were you not told that the testimony that you might
give would have ho‘bqéring upon whatever treatment might be
given to you? ‘
A Yés, I know that if I have to tell something wrong

I would have to be punished. I have to tell the truth and
verify it. I have to be given consideration.

CAPTAIN CALYER: Will you repeat that, please?

THE WITNESS: (Without aid of the Interpreter) I did
not say that I wuld be "given consideration".

INTERPRETER Z0SA: Yes, but to tell the truth and to
know that if we tell the truth we will be given justice in
what you tell.

| CAPTAIN CALYER: May I examine this witness directly?
I think he can understand English sufficiently well.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission wishes to ask the
witness a question. Were you promised clemency if you
would testify in this case? '

THE WITNESS: What?

INTERPRETER Z0OSA: I beg your pardon?

If you can speak in English, you testify in English.

THE WITNESS: I could speak in English, but the way
they talk to me I cannot understand.

INTERPRETER ZOSA: I can speak in English, but the
way the Americans talk I cannot understand. They talk too
fast.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 7rsk the witness this question:
Were you promised élemency if you testifiled in this case?

(Translated by Interpreter Zosa).

2113


http:GENER.Pd

THE WITNESS: (Through Interpreter Zosa) Yes, I can.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may try it again.
CAPTAIN CALYER: ‘Thank you, sir.
Q (By Captain Caiyer) Sanchez, when I talked with you
before was any bromise-made to you that you would be given .
.anx consideration, any better treatment if you testified
than if you did not testify? |

A (Without aid of Interpreter) No, sir.

Q No promise was made to you at all; is that correct?
A No.

Q You understand that you do not have to téstify unless

you wish to do so?

A Yes, sir.

Q - Do you also understand that you do not have to
testify to anything that would show that you have done any-
thing wrong?

A Yes, sir.

Q With that underséanding are you willing to tell

your story?

A Yes, sir,
Q And that is voluntary?
A Yes.
Q Nobody has threatened you?
A Yes.
REPORTER CONKLIN: The answer was "yes."
Q (By Captain Calyer) Well, haé anyone threatened
you?
A No.
Q In March, 1945 were you working for the Japanese?
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Yes, sir; I was working for the Japanese.
Wherb?
In Cebu City.:

Had you previously been arrested by the Japanese?

R > =

Early in 1943 I was captured by the Japanese Military
_Police for suspicion that I was a guerrilla because my
cousin being a Lieutenant Colonel of guerrilias in Provincé

of Cebu.,

Q Vere you a guerrilla?
A I am not a guerrilla, but they suspect me as a

member of the guerrillas.

Q How did it happen that you were released from the
Japanese?
A I was released on the condition that I would have to

work for the Japanese.

Q For whom did you work?

A I worked for Captain Tsuruyama of Military Police
in Cebu City.

O P O P O

In what capacity?

What?

What did you do for him?

I drove the car. *

Were you still driving the car for him in March of
19457
A Yes, sir.
Q Who was in charge of the Military Police on the Island
of Cebu?
A Lieutenant Colonel Morimoto. ,
Q Did you ever see him at the Cebu Normal School?
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Yes, I have seen him, sir.
‘Many times?
Many times.

On the 21st of March, 1945, did you have occasion

to drive Captain Tsuruyama's car someplace?

A

A

I beg your pardon?
CAPTAIN CALYER: Will you read 1t?
(Question read)

On about March 21st at one o'clock I drove Captain

Tsuruyama toward Mandaue. I stopped the car at Carrieta.

Q

Just a minute, please. Was there anyone else in the

car besides Captain Tsuruyama and yourself?

> O > O P> O > O rr O T O B> O > O >

Yes, sir.

Who?

There was one interpreter -- Japanese interpreter.
Do you remember his name?

Yes.,

What was 1it?

Moisi.

You drove toward Mandaue, you say?
Yes.

You stopped where?

In Carrieta.

What happened at that point?

He told me to wait for him.

" Who did?

Captain Tsuruyama.
How long --

To wait for him until he came back.
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Q How long was he gone? _

A I had been waiting for him about three hours.

Q . When he came back who was with him? |

A When he came back, I saw that he wés.walking up the
road with one American prisoner and Interpreter Moisi.

Q = Will you describe that American?

A The American was wearing short pants and a faded
shirt, khaki.

Q Did you notice anything about his physical condition?
A I beg your pardon, sir?

Q Did you notice anything about the American's physical
condition?

A He was burned. He got a burned leg, I don't remember

which one.
Was he having difficulty walking?

He was burned legs.

Q

A

Q Was it hard for him to walk?

A Yes. He walked lamely.

Q What happened to that American?

A When they got in the car I drove the car to Cebu
Normal School and when we arrived at the Cebu Normal School

they bring the American inside the building while I stay

outside.

Q Now, on the 25th of March, 1945 did you see another
American?

A On 25th of March I was required to drive é different
American.

Q Where?

A To B. Aranas Street Station.
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Q Ahd what happened?

A When I drove that American to B. Aranas I came back
to Cebu Normal School. ‘
Q Was the American brought back to Cebu Normal School?
. A ‘ On the same déy I was req?ired again to go back and
take that American to B. Aranas and bring him back to Cebu -

Normal School.

Q Do you know the name of that American?

A I don't know the name,

Q Will you describe him?

A He wear a complete United States Army uniform -- ’

khaki uniform,

Q How tall was he?

A rbout six feet.

Q What color hair?

A I could not describe the color very well, sir.

Q All right, Now, on the following day, the 26th of
March 1945, did you see something that happened with reference
to.some Filipinos?

r Yes, sir,
Q Will you tell the Commission what you saw?
A On March 26, on about 9:00 or 10:00, I was sitting
at a table in the air rzid shelter,
Q ‘Where?
A In the Cebu Normal School.
Q And what did you see?
;A And T saw two Japanese guards, Corporal Wada and

Sergeant Saito, bring five Filipinos from the building.
Q What was the condition of fhose Filipinos?
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A They were tied up by their hands in one straight line
and théy go outside in the ground. ' ;

Q Did you know anyfof'those Filipinos?

A I know three of these Filipinos.

Q Who weré they?

! - They were -~ The last name Lucente.

Q Yes. | |

A And Castillo, and the other one Roberto Tan.

Q What happened to those Filipinos?

A I saw these Fllipinos was brought into a foxhole and

they were cut by their necks.

Q Will you describe in a little nore detail what was
done to them? '

A Sergeant Saito brought one Filipino to the foxhole
and there were two Japanese, Lieutenant Sakai and Sergeant
Higashi, who were waiting in the foxhole, and Sergeant
Higashi was holding a large Japanese sword.

Q When the Filipinos were taken to the foxhole what

became of Wada?

A Wada was staying with the Filipino prisoners as a
guard.,

Q What became of Saito?

A Saito brought that Filipino to the next foxhole and

afterward he came back.

Q And did both Wada and Saito remain in the vicinity?
A Yes. They were in the buildihg.

Q "In" the building?

A Outside the building.

Q Both of them?

’
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A Yes.
Q And the two who were neer the foxhole, you say, were

Sergeant Higashi and Sakai?

,A - Yes, sir,
Q i What happened to the Filipinos?
A They put them in the foxhole in the kneeling position

and they cut their head.

Q By whom?

A By that Sergeant Higashi.

Q Where was Sakai?

A Sakai was also in the foxhole.

Q You mean alongside the foxhole?

A Alongside, yes.

Q Was there anybody else there?

A There was a Japanese Kempeli Tal around the school
building.

Q I am talking now about the area around this foxhole.

as there anyone clse who saw what'happened there?

A Yes, sir.
Q "ho?
A It was Captain Tsuruyama, Lieutenant Sakail, Sergeant

Higashi, Corporal Wada, Sergeant Saito, Sfergeant Kawai,
Sergeant Mori,

Q Now, you have said that they took one Filipino to
the foxhole and you have described what happened to him,
What happened to the other Filipinos? ol

A They brought all Filipinos one after the other and
they kill all of these five Filipinos.

Q After they had been struck what happened to them?
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A They fall down to the foxhole.

Q Do you know whether any of those Filipinos had been
'given a trial?

A They were not given any trial.

Q Later that seme morning did you see something else
happen wiih reference to én American?'

A ‘Ten minu£es after fhey killed the five Filipinbs I
saw this American which has burned legs carried by Japanese
whose name is Corporal Wada.

Q Was thls American with the burned legs the same one

that you had picked up on the 21st?

A Yes, sir.
Q What happened to him?
A He was brought to the foxhole by Japanese over the

shoulders and placed the imerican into‘a foxhole, and the
Sergeant Higashi hold shoulders of this American and place
him in a kneeling position, and when that American was in
kneeling position I saw the Sergeant Higashil hold the
Japanese sword over his head ahd swung it down hard back
on the neck of thc American.

Q "hat happened after that?

A It was I saw that this American who was cut by the
neck fall down ihto the foxhole.

Q Who else was in the vicinity at the time?

A I beg your pardon, sir?

Q Who else was around there when that happened?

A It was Sergeant Higashi and Lieutenant Sakai and

Captain Tsuruyama.

Q Where was Tsuruyama?
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A Captain Tsuruyama was standing at the door of the

ailr raid shelter.

Q Were there any other*Japanese'there who saw what
happened? '

A There were other Japanese who saw this.

Q | Who were they?

A They were seven: Lieutenant Sakail, Sergeant Higashi,

Captain Tsuruyama, Corporal Wada, Saito, Mori, and Kawai.
Q After the American was struck and fell into the fox-
hole did you see anything else?

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon, sir?

CEPTAIN CALYER: Will you read it?

(Question read)

A When they finished killing this American I drove
Captain Tsuruyama to B. Aranas Station,
Q Before you left there, after Higashi struck the
American and the American fell into the foxhole, did you

see anything else done?

A I saw one imerican flier.
Q Did you sece Sakal do anything?
A Yes, I saw Sakal. After Sergeant Higashi cut the

head of the American flier I saw Lieutenant Sakai drew

his revolver and shot three rounds.

Q Where were those shots fired?

A It was in the foxhole where the fAmerican was fall
down. 4 .

Q Then after that you saw you drove Tsuruyama's car
away?

A Yes, sir.
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Q At the time you drove Tsuruyama's car away did you
sece any other American there?
A The last time when we left Cebu Normal “chool I saw

-

one American.

Q Where was he?
| A He was standing in phe main gate of the Cebu Normal
School. |
Q Was there anyone with him?
A There was a guard, a Japanese guard.
Q Was he tied at the time?
A No, but he was in position -~ his hand was at the
back.
Q Was that the American that you had seen on the 25th?
A Yes, sir. That is the American I drove.
Q Do you know what happened to him?
A When I arrived at Provincial Jail on May 6th I was

told by several Filipinos who were with the Philippine
Constabulary that this American was also killed.
Q On the same day?
A On the same day.

CLAPTAIN C/LYER: You may examine.

CROSS~EY/LMIN/ TION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) You say that your brother or
brother-in-law was a Lieutenant Colonel in the guerrillas.,
Was he working with Harry Fenton?
A Yes, sir.
Q And were these five Filipinos whom you saw killed
also working with the Harry Fenton guerrilla organization?

A I did not remember the five Filipinos, sir, but I
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have seen them sometime in the city;
C/PTLIN S/NDBERG: Will you read that, please?
(Linswer read)
Q (By Captéin Séndberg) You don't know whether they
were guerrillas or not? |
A | I beg your pardon?
Q Do you know whether thoy were guerrillas?
A (No response)
Q Were they guerrillas?
A This is what the Interpreter told me: that the
Americans in Pasay, sir, and they contacted the guerrillas.
Q That the Americans contacted the guerrillas?
A No. The Filipinos were being prisoners as being

Americans because Lucente say that the Americans were coming

now,

Q Did they say that thcy were killed beczuse they were
guerrillas?

A They were not guerrillas. They were civilians.

Q Now, you say that there was no trial. How do you

know that?
L I happen to know that there will be no trial because
I had been working for two ycars in the Military Police and
I did not see that there would be a trial in Japancse in
Cebu.

C/PTLIN S/NDBEPG: That's all.

GENER/L REYNOLDS: The Commission will be in recess
for approximately 10 minutes.

(Witness excused)

(Short recess)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session, and
will make an announcement before proceeding.
During the sgssion-on‘uondqy of this week the Comnis-
sion distributed to botﬁ the Prosecution and the Defense
a paper prepared by the senior interpreter on the art of'
~questioning witnesses through an interpreter, as well as
witnesses who expressed themselves with difficulty in
English. Unnecessary delay 1is being caused because the
principles furnished by the Commission are not being followed.
A careful rc=study of this paper is directed. Short
sinple sentences are necessary. The Commission again
directs interrogators to go swiftly to the essentials.
The Prosecution nay proceed.
CAPTAIN CALYER: We will call back Teodoro Sanchez.
, TEODORO SANCHEZ
recalled as a witness on bechalf of the Prosecution, having
been previously sworn, was further exanined and testified
as follows:
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Ceptain Calyer) With reference to the American
flyers about whon you have testified, were either of then
given a trial?
A No, they were not given a trial.
CAPTAIN CALYER: You nay cross exanine.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No questions.
CAPTAIN CALYER: Thank you. That is all.
We will call Lieutenant Larkins.
FIRST LIEUTENANT SIMEON J. LARKINS
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
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first duly sworn, was examined and testified as fdllows:
| CAPTAIN CALYER: At this time T would like to have
Prosecution's Exhibit No. 310 marked for identification.
| (A document was marked Prose-
cution Exhibit No. 310 for
‘ identification.)

CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Commission please, I offer
into evidence an affidavit of Francisco Nﬁrrido dated 31
March 1945, and sworn to before the investigating officers.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read the essentials of the affi-
davit so that we may all hear it at the same time,

CAPTAIN CALYER: The affidavit refers in the third
paragraph to certain testimony of the witness, saying that
he saw the execution of one of these Americans and one
Filipino on the 26th of March.

Then beginning with the last paragraph on the first
page numbered 17:

"I returned to the Normal Building about 1 o'clock*
P. M. of the same day at the instructions of the Japanese
as they needed me to help load other things to be carried
away., When I had reached a point some 75 yards from the
foxhole where I had seen the one American killed, I saw
one of the American soldiers sitting on the ground near
the foxhole looking at the planes in the sky. I hollered
to him to crawl down in the foxhole as if he were dead
because the Japanese would be returning. He appeared
to be very weak and unable to turn his head in m; direc-
tion but with his hands and feet turned his entire body
around so as to be facing me. He motioned éonething
to me as if wanting me to bring him water but I told
him I was afr;id the Japanese would see me. I did

not go closer than 75 yards to him but am con-
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fident that he was the American that had been wounded in
‘the 1eg. In addition to having seen hin on the porch with
his arms around fhp ﬁilipino, I had carried food three
tines to the two Americans. Fearing that the Japanese
might See nevtalking to the Anmerican, I ran home.

"The following morning around 11 o'clock on the
27th, I returned to the Normal for the purpose of trying
to get rice that might have been left by the Japancse.

I agein saw the American at the same location but he was
attempting to wave at the planes overhead and did not

seem to hear me when I again hollered for him to lie in
the foxhole so that the Japs wouldn't see hinm. I did

not see any Japanese around at the time but buildings

and gas dunps were durning all around nearby and I was
still afraid I nmight be seen by the Japanese if I helped
hin. I then went into the main building and found that
there was rice in a roon and then went on to the front gate
where I nmet two Japanese, one of which was Higasi who had
executed the other American on the previous norning.

Being given permission by then to get the rice, I went to
get two companions one of which was Marcus Arpon. Upon
returning to the Nornmal and getting the rice, we went to

a point near the kitchen to get o cart with which to nove
the rice to our home and, while getting the cart, I noticed
Higasi and the other Japanese carrying wood over toward

the foxhole where the American had been sitting and pile

it into the foxhole. They even took chairs over there

and broke them up and placed then in the foxhole. The

American was not seen by me at this time so I believe
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Higasi and the other Japanese had found hin and thrown
him either dead or alive into the foxhole.

"Instead of accompnying my companions to our home
with the rice, I went around the road to a point where
I could see the location of the foxhole and saw the two
Japanese pour gasoline into the foxhole and light it.

A huge fire then bﬁrned in the foxhole. I then‘went home
and knew nothing else about what happened to the bodies
of the Americans,"

Those are the essential points.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Are there additional corments
or statements by the Defense? /

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Yes, we ask that the last sen-
tence of the paragraph which was just read be stricken
as not being within the knowledge of the affiant and as
being pure speculation. '

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You refer to the sentence which
reads: "I then went home and knew nothing else about
what happened to the bodies of the Anericans."

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: No, the first paragraph on the
second page, the last sentence, reading as follows:

hThe Anerican was not seen by me at this tine" -~
which is objectionable, and then: "=-- so I believe
Higasi and the other Japanese had found him and thrown
hin either dead or alive into the foxhole."

We ask that portion of the sentence be stricken,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The sentence to which the Defense
objects is stricken from the record.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: ' We ask also that the first sen-
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tence of_the third paragraph be stricken, which reads as
follows: ‘ 4 |
"The two Americgns‘had been prisoners about a week
before they were executed and I understand that they were
tlyers that had Seen shot down."
In view of the.striking’of the previous sentence
there is proof only of one execution, and we ask that
that sentence be stricken.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The sentence is left in the dgcu~
ment for such probative value as the Cormission may choose
to award it.
CAPTAIN CALYER: 1Is the statement otherwise accepted?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The statement is otherwise
accepted into evidence.
(Prosecution Exhibit No.
310 for identification
was received in evidence.)
DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name, please?

Sineon J. Larkins.

Your rank?

First Lieutenant, QMC,

Your organization?

110th QM Grave Registration Platoon.

In March of 1945, where were you stationed?

At the Island of Cebu,

On the 26th, or rather the 28th of March, 1945,

did you have occasion to go to the Cebu Normal School?

A I aid.

O > O > O P> O r O

- Q Did you see a boy by the name of Adelberto
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Capanjpanjan?

A I did.
Q Did you have é conversétion with him?
A I did. ‘ |
Q . What was that conversation?
L He told me that he was an internse these at S

Cebu Normal School, which was the Jap M. P, headquarters,
-and fhut he and five companions were working for the Japs
there, and the five companions were taken out and killed
and he escaped,

He hid over there in some bushes, which is about
100 yards from thé Normal School. While he was hiding in
the bushes, he saw two Americans brought out and they were
forced to kneel by a foxhole and they were struck in the
back of the neck with swords, and they both fell in the
foxhole, Later one of the Americans got out of the fox-
hole and he sat on the edge of it and asked for water or
cried for water, but he was afraid to go over and give
the American water, Some time later the Japanese
soldiers came back and put this other American back into
‘the foxhole and this was right near about ten yards from
a gasoline dump there. They got some gas out of this dump
and poured it into the foxhole and 1it the gasoline that

burned them up.

Q That was after they put the Americans back in the
foxhole? |

A That is right, sir.

Q Now, on the 28th of March, did you have occasion to

examine certain foxholes in the premise and vicinity of
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the Cebu Normal School?

A I did.

Q Will you tell the Comnission what you found?

A Well, about 30 feéet from the southeast corner of the _
Nornal School I came upon two foxholes. The first foxhole,
there was tvo Filipinos, and the other foxhole there was
three Filipinos. Their hands were tied behind their back, -
and fron their appearance they died from some manner of
wound on their back. I did not investigate them, because

at that particular time I was not interested in civilians.

Q They were civilians?

A Yes, they were dressed in civilian clothing.

Q You saw wounds on their backs?

A Well, I didn't closely exanine then, but from the

appearance of the blood and so forth around it looked like
the wounds were in the back,

Q Had those bodies been burned?

A No, sir, thcy had not been burned.

Q Did you remove those bodies?

A No, I didn't touch them. I didn't bury thenm or
anything. |

Q Did you see anything else there?

A Yes, we went over to a third foxhole then and we.

saw two horribly charred bodies in the botton of the fox-
hole, and I wanted to make sure that they were Anericans,
and that is when I had this conversation with this
Adelberto,

Q  Wphat did you do with reference to those bodies?

A Well, we removed then from the foxhole and carried
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then back to the Cebu cemetery No. 1.

Q Before you renoved then will you explain the
position of the bodies ah you first sow then?

A One body was laying on its back down in the botton
of the foxhole, and the other body was laying over the
top of the first body.

Q | A;d in what condition were they?

A Weil, they were charred. There wasn't a whole lot
left to the top body. It was about three or four feet
long, possibly, weighing 30 or 40 pounds.

Q Were you able to observe any wounds?

A On both bodies you could see the wounds in the back
of the neck,

Q Had their hands been tied?

A Yes, their hands had been tied behind them., The

body underneath had pieces of rope on the hands.

Q Was there anything by which you were able to
identify the bodies?

A No, there was no articles of identification on
the bodies, other than the bottom body had a belt buckle
on and he had parts of cotton khaki clothing on, and it
looked like he had a pair of navy blue dungarees over
the khaki pants.

Q Will you describe the belt buckle?

A Well, it looked like a buckle possibly from a nili-
tary school that had the date 1942 on it.

Q And did it have anything on it that would indicate
whether it was American?

A - Other than this American looking insignia I couldn't
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say definitely whether it was American.
Q What sort of insignia was it?

A It looked like an eagle.
Q Now, what did you do with the bodies?
A Well, we removed then from the foxhole and loaded

then on a truck, and on the way back to the cemetery I
stopped at the CIC Detachﬁent, Anerical Division, and
informed them that I thought I had an atrocity. They told
ne to take the bodies to the cemetery and they would send
the photogrepher to take pictures of it.

Q Wes that done?

A It was,

Q Were you therc when the pictures were taken?
A I was, yes.

CAPTAIN CALYER: I would like to have this photo-

graph narked.
(A photograph was marked
Prosecution Exhibit No.
311 for identification.)
Q (By Captain Calyer) I will show you a photograph
narked for identification as Prosecution's Exhibit No.
311, and ask you if you can state what that is.
A That is a photograph of the neck and the head and
shoulders of the body that was uppernost in the foxholc,
Q Does that mhow the condition of the body as it was
when you found 1f? .
A It does.
Q What does the white piece in the center of the_
photograph purport to show?
A That is a2 piece of paper that I placed there so that
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the notch of the wound could be distinguished on the photo=-
graph because the grass underneath would have photographed
black, )
Where does fhe ﬁound appear?
A Right in this upper right-hand corner.
Q At the edge of the paper to the right?
A ' Right, '
Q What is this part of the body that is lying on the

A That is what renained of the skull and the scalp.
CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Cormnission please, I offer
the photograph into evidence.
GENERAL REYNOIDS: There being no objection, it is
accepted into evidence.
(Prosecution Exhibit No,
311 for identification
was received in evidence.)
CAPTAIN CALYER: I will ask to have this photograph
narked as Prosecution's Exhibit No. 312,
(A photograph was marked
Prosecution Exhibit No.
312 for identification.)
Q (By Captain Calyer) I show you a photograph marked
Prosecution Exhibit No. 312 for identification, and I will
ask you if you can state what that is.
A That is a picture of the body that was on the botton
of the foxhole,
Q Does that represent the condition of the body as it
was when you found it?

A It does, yes.
Q Calling your attention to what appears to be clothing
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on the back of the body, was that there when you found it?

A It was, yes.
Q Vhat sort of clothing was that?
A Well, as I nentioned before, it was pieces of cotton

khaki clothing and barts of what appeared to be blue

dungarees.

Q ‘Does thatApicture also show the wound that you found
on that body? |

A It does, yes.

Q Where?

A On the back of the neck.

Q Vould you indicate to the Cormission the position of

the wounds?

A Right there (indicating).
Q Indicating a2 spot right below the skull?
A Yes. |

CAPTAIN CAIYER: If the Cormission please, I offer
the photograph into evidence.
GENERAL REYNOIDS: There being no objection, it is
accepted into evidence,
(Prosecution Exhibit No.
312 for identification
was received in evidence.)
CAPTAIN CALYER: Will the reporter mark this photo-
graph the next exhibit?
(A photograph was narked
Prosecution Exhibit No.
313 for identification.)
Q (By Captain Calyer) I show you a photograph narked
for identification Prosecution's Exhibit 313, and ask you

if you can state what that is?
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A That is a photograph of the body that was at the
“bottory of the foxhole.

Q Is that the same body that appeared in the previous
exhibit numbered 3127

A It is. 'A

Q A close~up picture of the same body?

A . Yes., , ]

Q Calling your attention to the hands seen in that

*picture, does that show the condition of the hands as they

were when you found the body?

A It does, yes.
Q What is that around the hands?
A That is rope.

CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Counission please, I offer
the photograph into evidence.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: There being no objection, it is
accepted into evidence.,
(Prosecution Exhibit No.
313 for identification
was received in evidence.)
CAPTAIN CALYER: You may cross exanine. Just one other ques-
tion, pleasc.
Q (By Captain Calyer) What was done with the bodies
after they were photogrephed?
A They were buried in the cenetery No. 1; we have the
cenetery unknowvn No. 1, and unknowvn No. 2.
CAPTAIN CALYER: You nay cross exariine now.
CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Did Aldelberto tell you he
had worked with the guerrillas?

G
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A' He said he was interned by the Japanese because they
suspicioned hin; he didn't say definitely.
Q - Did he say the five men who were executed worked
with the guerrillas? |
A Yes, sir, he said they were his companions.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.

-(Witness excused)
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- CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Commission please, that con-
cludes the testimony in this case.

MAJOR OPINION: If the Commission please, we will
present‘the murders in the'Province of Cavite described in
General Charge Paragraph 72 of the Supplemental Bill of
Particulars. _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission wishes to verify
the item number, which we understood to be 72 but which
was presented to the Commission yesterday. Is this further
evidence on No, 72, or did we misunderstand the item numbcr?

MAJOR OPINION: Further evidence, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Proceed.

MIGUEL OCLMPO
called as a witness on bchalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn through Interpreter Lavengco, was examined and
testified through Interpreter Lavengco as follows, with

Interprceter Dionisio acting as "check" interpreter:

Q (By Major Opinion) Please state your name,
A Miguel Ocampo,

Q Age?

A 35.

Q Address?

Mendoz, Cavite,

CAPTAIN SANDBFRG: If the Commission please, we
understand that this testimony that is about to be given
is under paragraph 72, 72 i1s simply a general specifica-
tion that between the 9th of October of '44 and the 1st
of September 1945, a period of almost entirely a year,
in the Philippine Islands generally without specification
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of locality, general acts of "terrorization and brutaliza-
tion," and so forth, took place. Now, if the purpose is

- to bring this in under that specification, the Defense |
must object as not having ﬁad notice of the charge that

is to be made. It is qﬁch too vague to give any indication
of what the specification is, unless it is the Pro;ecution's
intention to bring this in under somé specific charge in
addition,

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, I don't know
how else we would establish that general charge unless we
did so by bringing in individual emphasis, The general
plan and purpose and execution of that plan and purpose
in the Philippine Islands certainly can be established
only by showing what occurrcd in various parts of the
Island,

Now, so far as notice 1s concerned, may I cite
to the Commission the practice as approved and applied by
the four principle powers of the world: United States,
Great Britain, France and Russia, with respect to war
criminal trials in Europe, And I submit, sir, that the
requirements under the official regulations here are cer-
tainly no less broad in this particular than they are
under the agreement which covers the European trials,

For instance, in the indictment of the Germans
now being tried in Europe, they have as one of their
charges, "Throughout the period of their occupation of
territories overrun by their armed forces, defendants
for the purpose of systematically terrorizing the in-
habitants, murdered and tortured civilians and ill treated
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them and imprisoned them without legal processes". That

- 1s certainly a very general charge.

motion

And furthermore, théy sdy that --
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts. The

_of Defensé is not sustained.

. Proceed.

(By_MaJor Opinion) What is your nationality®
(Through the interpreter) Filipino,

V/hat is your occupation?

Farmer,

In the morning about 9:00 o'clock of Jonuary 29,

1945, where were you?

O P O O > O =

there?

I was at Tagatay.

What part of Tagatay were you?
East,

What did you do at that time?

I was walking.

To wpnt place?

Goiﬂg to the work of ny nephew.

VVhere was your cousin -- Was it nephew?

INTERPRFTIR LAVENGCO: "Nephew",
(By Major Opinion) Where was your nephew working

Eastern part of the crossing.

Was he working in the field?

Yes.

Were you able to arrive at the place where your
was working?

Yes, sir.,
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Q While you were in the place where your nephew was

working, were you visited by any Japanese®

The Japanese came near me,

Was the Japanese»alone'or'accoﬁpanied?

He was alone when he caught me.

How was fhat Japanese dressed?

He wear§ long pants, |

Did he make ﬁimself known to you who he was?

I did not recognize who he was,

Did he tell you what he was going to do?

He told me to go with him to the house.

Did he tell you whether he was an il,P. or Army
soldier or merine?
A Seems he was an M.P,
0 Did he tell you that or not-®
A I look at him; I saw "M.P.", because he has a pistol.
Q What did he do with you, if he did anything?
A I was brought to the house, nnd therec I was tied by

his companions.

0 VYhose house was that?
A The surname of the owner is Padilla.
Q How far was that house from the place where you were

taken by the Japanese?
L More or less around 100 meters.
Q When you arrived at the house of Padilla were there

other persons inside the house?

A There is.
Q How many persons were there?
A About 15.
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Q ‘How long have you stayed in the house of Padilla?
A From nine o'clock in the morning to four o'clock in
thé afternoon. |

Q You would say that you arrived at the house of
Padilla at nine o'élock in the morning?

A About 9:10. ’

Q And during ﬁhe time which you were in the house of
Padilla, were there other persons brought, or did other
persons cone to that place?

A There 1s,

Q -How many persons in all were found inside the house
of Padilla during the time that you were there?

A Between 50 to 60.

Q While you werc in the house of Padilla, how many
Japanese were there?

A There were four who we saw there, and one more who

brought me.

Q How were these other four dressed?

A They were in khaki, |

Q Civilians, or Army dress?

A Two were in white dress, the other two were in khaki.
Q Those two dressed in khaki, were they soldiers?

A Soldiers, sir.

Q Now, what did the Japanese do with the people in the

house of Padilla?

A Nothing but tie them tightly.

' Q | Who were these people? Were they all men, or women
and children?

A They were women, men, children.
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Q Were they all civilians?

A Yes, sir.
Q Now, you say that the people were tied. Who tied
them?

The Japanese who were in khaki.
How were the people tied?

A

Q

A Tied behind the back.

Q - How about the children's hands, were they tied, too?
A They were also tied behind the backs.

Q You mean to say that every one of that group of about
55 to 60 were tied?

A Yes, sir,

Q And they were all tied while you were inside the
house of Padilla?

A Yes, sir,

Q Now, what did the Japanese do after they had tied
everyone who --

A One by one was called.

Q By whon was he called?

A Japanese who was in black.

Q What was done with one called?

A I do not know what is done with them, because we
could not see.

Q But you mean to say that one of the group was called

and taken out of the house?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, you did not know where the one called was taken
to? o

A No, sir,
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You were called out and taken out of the house, too?
Yes, sir. |

What was your number?

46,

Please repgat. What number? What was your number?
43, |

Now, whére were you taken?

At the cellar of the house I was investigated.
What was the investigation?

I was asked if I was a guerrilla.

What did you say?

I answered "No."

What happened aftervards?

I was taken oﬁt down to the stairs.

Where were you taken after you came out of the stairs?

O B> O B> O b O b O PO > O b O

I was taken by the edge of a ravine, and I was met

by two more.

Q  Now, where were you taken afterward?
A Beside the ravine, or the cliff; ravine or cliff,
Q How far was that border of the ravine where you were

taken from the house of Padilla?

A About 20 meters, sir.

Q When you arrived at the ravine what was done with
you?

A I was undressed, asked to lay down, and pounded by

a club three times.,

Q You say that you were undressed. Who undressed you?
A They.
Q How were they able to undress you when you had your
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hands tied?

A They pulled away my dress. ’
Q Did the Japanese succeed in taking off your shirt?

A . Yes, sir, ‘

Q wa, how were you able to lay flat on the ground when
you had your hands tied? =

A " They held me and lay me flat.

Q You mean to say that it was the Japanese who laid

you down on the ground? o

A Yes, sir.

Q And you were face dovmward?

A Yes, sir; and there is an object under my forehead.

Q Now, you say that you were pounded in the back. With
what did the Japanese pound on your back?

A They have something that is used for pounding, but I

don't know exactly what it was, because I was lying flat on
ny stomach, head dovm.

Q Was it made of wood or iron?

A Seems to be wood.

Q Was 1t a thick wood?

A Seems so, because 1t was very heavy.

Q Now, while you were laying flat on the ground with
face downward they pounded, ydu said, three times. What

did you feel as a result of the pounding?

A I felt that my chest was pressed and seemed it was
crushed.
Q Now, what did the Japanese do after they had pounded

you in the way you described?
A I was boloed. .\

2145



How many times were you boloed?
Two.,
What was your position when you were boloed?

I was lying down on my stomach, flat,

O = O P O

Now, why do you say that you.were boloed? Was it a
bolo that was used, or a sword? -

A A bolo. |

Q Was it a sharp bolo?

A Sharp, sir.

Q Can you show to-the Commission the scar of the bolo
wound that you sustained?

MAJOR OPINION: If the Commission please, I would
like to request that I be allowed to order the witness to
take off his shirt.

(The witness removed his shirt and exhibited his
back to the Commission.)

Q (By Major Opinion) Now, you say that you were boloed.
Where were you boloed? Just right at the base of your
neck?

A (Witness indicates base of neck.)

(Through the Interpreter) Yes; there.

Q Now, you say that you were pounded with a wooden
piece -- what did you call 1it?
INTERPRETER LAVENGCO: Wood.

Q (By Major Opinion) How about this scar, here (in-
dicating), was it produced by that pounding?

A _ (Through the Interpreter) Because of the pounding,
sir,

Q Now, after you had been boloed, what did the Japanese
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do with you?

A Three Japanese lifted me up. After swinging me three
times, threw me in the depth.

Q You mean to say "precipice"?

A Precipice. |

Q How deep was that precipice? ' -

A I reach a level of about 30 meters deep.

Q You mean to say that you did not reach the depth of

the precipice?
A No, sir.

Q How did it happen that you fell only a depth of about
30 meters? '
A I happen to fell on a level where there are many

dead persons.

Q Now, what happened to you when you were just in that
place?

A I was able to rise.

Q Had anybody approached you while you were in that
position?

A There was one.

Q What was his name?

A Elicero Nuestro.

Q What was the condition of Elicero Nuestro when he

approached you?
A He was undressed, with wounds, bolo wounds, and

spattered with mud.

Q What did he do when he approached you?
A He pitied me; he untied me.
Q After having untied you, what did he do?
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We walked going up.
You mean to say that you climbed?
We climbed on fhe side. |

O B O >

You saj that there were bodies -- that there was a
pile of bodies there. How many bodies, dead bodies,-more
or less, that you found? . -

A I don't feel very normal that time, but more or less
from 43 to 45. |

Q Now, you say that you climbed up, and were you able
to reach on the plane of the border of the precipice?

A Yes, sir.

Q At what time, more or less?

A About two o'clock, early in the morning.

Q Of the following day?

A Yes, sir,

Q Now, you say that you were about 55 to 60 persons
inside the house of Padilla. How many of these persons
were able to survive?

About nine.

Do you know Vicente Landicho?

Yes, sir.

Was she the same woman who was here yesterday?

Yes, sir.

Where is she now?

B O PO > O b

She went home and -- she told the major -- because
she cannot sleép here.

Q Repeat your answer.

A She went home to Mendoz because her child was sick

and nobody can take care of her,
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Q Was she one of those in the group, who was also tied
up and wounded and thrown to a precipice?
A Yes, sir.

MAJOR OPINION: That is all, sir.
| CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Now, you say these men had’
bolo knives, is that correct? '

A (Through the Interpreter) Yes, sir,

Q They had no bayonets?

A No, sir,

Q They had no pistols?

A Yes, sir, there 1is.

Q They had pistols?

A There is.

Q And you are sure they were Japanese soldiers?
A Yos, sir.

Q Did you ever see guerrillas in that area carrying
bolo knives?

A No, sir,

Q Did you ever see Japanese soldiers before that time,

p
carrying bolo knives?

A I did not see, but the Japanese who caught me had
bolo.
Q But you never saw a Japanese before that time with

bolo knives, is that correct?
A Not yet, but only that time,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.

MAJOR OPINION: That is all the evidence we have,
sir.

(Witness excused.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will be in recess
for approximately ten minutes.

(Short recess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session, The
Prosecution will proéeed. .
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, the next case is cbntgined in
Paragraph 80 of the Bill of Particulars.
Mr. Miyasaki.,
FERMIN MIYASAKI <
recalled as a witness on beﬁalf of the Prosecution, being

again duly sworn, was further examined and testified as

follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name,
A Fermin Miyasaki.
Q Are you the same Fermin Miyasaki who previously tes=

tified in this case?
A Yes.
Q And your testimony at that time related to the
Cortabitarte garrison?
A Yes.
Q Do you know anything concerning the execution of
persons at the North Cemetery?
Yes. I went there once with the execution party.
When was that? ~
It was around the middle of November,
How many people were éxecuted?
There were 27,
Where did those people come ffom?
They came from the Cortabitarte garrison.
" How long had they been at the Cortabitarte garrison?

> O = O B O B O >

A little more than a week.
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. What treatment was accorded them at that place?
They were questioned and tortured. ~
Do you know the names of any of those 26 people?
No.

Where did the execution take place?

At the North Cemetery.

o P O > O > O

Will you describe to the Commission what took place
at the North Cemetery?

A One afternoon in the middle of November between four
and five o'clock the 27 prisoners were all tied together
and they were loaded into a truck. I was asked to go with
the execution pafty. When we arrived at the cemetery there
were three Filipinos who were digging a big hole. They
hadn't finished digging, so we waited about a quarter of
an hour. When the hole was finished, which was about five
feet in depth, all the prisoners were unloaded from the
truck. They were made to kneel before the hole one by one,
and I knew I couldn't stand the sight. So I went back to
the truck, which was parked about 50 meters away. From
there I saw that each of them had their heads cut off., It
took about 40 minutes,

Q How many Japanese accompanied those 26 people?

A I don't exactly remember, but I think there were
seven or eight of them.

Q Do you know the names of any of those Japanese?

A I remember the names of three of them.

Q Will you please state their names?

A They were 3rd Lieutenant Tachibanﬁ, Sergeant Katapka,

-*

and Private lst Class Aki&ama.
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Q Were those three men you have named part of the
Cortabitarte garrison?
A Yes. ' | -
Q And was that the same garrison which was later com-
mended by General Yamashita for its good work?
A Yes, sir, | -

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross examine.

CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) Now, pow long did you work at
the Military Police garrison? | o
A I worked from August, 1944, to January 6, 1945.

Q And would you say that you are thotpﬁghly familiar

with the general affairs of the garrison? -

A I am not thoroughly informed, but I know what was
going on in the garrison, except those that were going on
in the officers' room.

Q In your capacity as an interpreter did you have
occasion to become generally acquainted with the procedures
and methods of the Military Police garrison?

A Yes.

Q Will you describe for us what was the procedure in
the case of a court-martial of a prisoner?

A When a prisoner is sent to the court-martial a paper
with the result of his investigation and the recommendation
of punishment was written in, and it was sent, together

with the prisoner.

Q This recommendation was made by the Military Police?
A Yes, sir.
Q And to whom was that recommendation made?
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A To the presiding officer of the court-martial.

Q Was it made to the Judge Advocate of the Japanese
Army? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Am I correct in stating that thereafter.a trial would

be had by officers of the Judgé Advocate's Departégnt?
A I don't know what method they used in the court-
martial, because I had never been there myself.
Q It is your statement, then, that the courts-martial
were not held in the Military Police --
A No, sir.
Q (Continuing) -- but by another department?

Now, after the court-martial had reached its verdict
did the Military Police then receive notification?
A I don't know about that.
Q Well now, in your capacity as an interpreter, did
you have occasion to know that the Military Police was
charged with the duty of executing the sentences of the
court-martial?
A Only those people who were to be given prison sen-
tence were sent to the court-martial. Those who were
released, being found innocent, or those who are going to
be executed, were never sent to the court-martial,
Q Well now, after a court-martial reached a verdict

for an execution, who executed that sentence?

A I think the court-martial did.
Q The Military Police did not execute that sentence?
A Those prisoners who are going to be executed were

never sent to the court-martial,
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Q Are you telling us that no court-martial ever sen-
/tenced a prisoner to death?

| A As far as I know, during the time I worked with the
Military Police I never saw any prisoners with the recom-
mendation of death sentence sent to the court-martial.

Q Now, just to clear up that point, you say fhat you
do not know whether the Military Police was charged with
the duty of executing sentences of death by court-martial?
A I don't know about that.

Q All right. In your capacity in the Cortabitarte

garrison did you ever see a man by the name of Narciso

Lapus?

A No, I never saw him.

Q Did you ever see a man by the name of Joaquin Galang?
1 Will you please repeat the name?

Q Joaquin Galang.

A No, sir.

Q This commendation that you spoke of, was that com-

mendation addressed to the Military Police command of the
Japanese Army?

A It was addressed to the South Division of the
Southern Manila Division of the Military Police.

Q And the Cortabitarte garrison was part of that
command?
A It was the command itself.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That's all,
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: One other question, please.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Webster) Were these 27 who were
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executed Americans or Filipinos?
A They were all Filipinos; one woman.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That's all,

(Witness excused.)

i
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C/PTLIN WEBSTER: Sir, that completes the evidence
_on that. particular paragraph. The next paragraph is 123.
VICENTE T. ARDENIO |
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecut1on, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified through Interpreter
Zosa, as follows: B
DIRECT EXAMIN/TION

(By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

Q

A Vicente T. "rdenio.

Q Your age?

A 42 years old. B

Q Nationality?

A Filipino.

Q Where were you living in January of 1945%
L In Barrio Anilao, Pavia, Iloilo.

Q On what Island is that?

i The Island of Panay.

Q Do you know a Filipino civilian by the name of Juan

or nicknamed Goling?

£ Yes, I know Juan Goling.
Q "ill you state what happened to him?
4 Yes. Last January 8, 1945, at 3 o'clock in the after-

noon some Japanese soldiers arrested Juan Goling, the 50-year-

old man.
Q What did the Japanese do with him?
A The Japanese soldiers tied his hands to his back and

talked to him. Then the Japanese soldiers tossed him up and
as he landed on the earth they kicked Juan Goling and he

yelled and hollered, “"Have mercy, save me." Then these
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Japanese soldiers tpok Juan Goling the distance of 50 yards

' away from the place where he was mistreated. These Japanese
soldiers bayoneted Juan Goling‘brutally then they pushed him
into a hole where they buried him there. '
Q ) How many times was that man bayoneted? n

A We saw him bayoneted many times and we saw also

Juan Goling fall to the ground dead.

Q Do you know why the Japsnese did that?
A Yes, I saw it with my very own eyes.
Q Can you state what the Japanese were questioning

Juan Goling about?
THE INTERPRETER: Will you repeat the question?
C/PTLIN WEBSTER: Read the question.
(Question read)
THE WITNESS: They talked Japanese to Juan Goling
and I cennot understand Japanese.
Q ~ (By Captain Webster) Do you know a man by the name
of Crispino Umadhay?

L Yes, sir.
Q Will you state what the Japanese did to him?
A Last January 10th, 1945, at 11 o'clock hear noon

some Japanese soldiers took him to the place where we worked,
they took Chrispino Umadhay were we worked.

Q What did they do with that man?

4 "When he was brought there he was asked to work
repairing roads and piling stones.

Q Please describe what happened there?

A At about 11:30 we went with Crispino to a house where

we used to eat our lunch every daye. When we reached near
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the place where we used to eat Crispino stdpped at a
Japanese Captain's house but I and the other laborers pro-
' ceeded to the house where we ate our lunch. We had no sugar
~and nothing else for our lunch so we went to the Captain's
house to ask for some sugar. At the Japanese Captain's
house I saw Crispino and he asked for some sugar.forlﬁe.
Then this Japanese Captain saw ﬁe and he angrily stered at
me. Then I went to the house where I ate my lunch. After
lunch we sat on a bench under the house.
Q "ell let me interrupt right there. Is Crispino
Umadhay living now?

He 1s dead.

When was he killed?

He was killed last January 10th, 1945, -

A

Q

A

Q Who killed him?
A It was the Japanese.

Q How was he killed?

A Then these Japanese soldiers took Crispino into the
back of the house where he was brutally bayoneted. There
he died.

Do you know a man by the name of Masiong?

Yes.,

Is he 1living?

No, he is dead.

When was he killed?

Last January 13th.

How was he killed?

He was also bayoneted.

O > O b o > O = O

By whom?
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Those Japanese soldiers.

Did you know a man by the name of Imay?

Yes, he works together with me.

Is that man living now?

He 1s dead. : -

When was he killed?

He died together with Masiong.

Was he killed in the same way as Masiong was killed?
Yes, they were killed the same time and the same way.

Did all those killings take place in and around

Iloilo?

A
Q

Yes, in the place called Iloilo,

Did you know a person who was a son of a certain

other Crispino?

L

A
Q
A

Q
A

I beg your pardon?

C/PTLIN WEBSTER: W™Will you please read the quesg}on?
(Question read)

THE WITNEFS: Yes.,

(By Captain Webster) Did you see that persoﬁ killed?
Yes.

When was he killed?

March 21st, 1945, at 7 o'clock in the morning.

Who killcd him?

Japanese soldiers.

How did they ki)l him?

Last March 21st in the morning when the Americans

entered Iloilo City some Japanese soldiers escaped from the

Cj.tyo

When they reached the city, when they came out from

the city, we shouted "Victory Parade". Not knowing that

2160



th man, that man thought they were guef;illa men and he
ran out of his house into the street. The Japanese soldiers
saw him and shot him through thé stomach. The Japanese
soldiers shot him and when he came to consciousness he found
that part.of his intestines came out. He supported his
intestines coming out with both hands and he Walk;d slowly
home. He died at 6 o'clock in the morning'ghétsame day.
Q Do you know the names of any of the'iﬁpanese who
killed any of those people?
I I know their faces but I do not know their names.

Were they in the army or navy?

Army men.

CAPT.LIN WEBSTER: You may cross-examine.

CROSS-EXANIN/TION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) When was Masiong killed?
A January 13th, 1945,
Q Lind where?
A Barrio Tacas in the Town of Iloilo.
Q Barrio Tacas, Town of Iloilo?
A Yes.,
4] Did you see him killed?
Yes, I saw him killed.
Q Do you live in the Barrio of Tacas?
A No, but I lived near that place.
Q How did rou happen to be there at that time?
A LastlJanuary 2nd, 1945, some Japanese soldiers came

out from Iloilo City and went to Barrio Tacas to confiscate
the rice which the people hag_harvested. Then 1 was selling

two bottles of Filipino beverages and then I was arrested.
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Q Were you arrested on January 2nd? Were you arrested

on January 2nd? ‘ ' ot
A Yes.

Q And were you still under arrest on the 13th of‘
January? ' -

A He held me until January the 15th,

Q Where were you being held?

A Yes.

Q Where were you being held?

A Ve were kept in a house, all civilians.

Q And was Masiong killed in that house?

A He was killed in another place. .

Q Another place?

A Yes,

Q If you were in that house under arrest how did you

see him killed in another place?

A We slept in the house where civilians are kept but
we are working and we are taken to another place and then
I saw Masiong killed.

Q You saw him killed while you were being taken from

the house to the place where you worked?

A Yes, sir, I saw him,
Q Were you under guard when you were being taken?
A No, but we are laborers and we can see because it

is very near.

Q But you were under arrest at that time?

A Yes, since January 2nd, 1945 to January 15th.

Q Now, where was Crispino Umadhey killed? 3
A Just near the place where we stayed. |

2162



Q -In the Barrio of Tacas?
A Yes. 4

Q What Was the date?
A January 10th.

Q fnd you saw him killed, too2

A Yes, we saw him tied, both hands tied to his back
and taken to the house near our place,

Q And were you also on your way to work when you saw
that happen?

A We were at the house beccaust we had just finished
our lunch under the house,

Q Was he killed in the house?

A He was killed in the other house, in the back of the
other house.

Q And how could you see it from the house you were in?
A Because the house where he was taken can be seen
from the place where we stayed.

Where was Juan Goling killed?

I beg your pardon?

Where was Juan Goling killed?

He was killed in the same Barrio, Tacas.

And what date?

January 8, 1945.

And where was ‘he killed with relation to the house

O > O > O = O

where you were being held by the Japanese?

A He was taken to the place where we worked and then
taken to the place about 50 yards away where he was killed,
bayoneted. - 3

Q And you saw that?
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He was bayoneted.

And you saw that? Did you see that?

Yes.

And where was Imay killed?

He was killed together with Masiong. P

At the same time and place?

Yes, sir, the same time and place.

And on the 15th of January were you released by the
Japanese?
A Yes, they released us.
Q Do you know a man by the name of Tomas Confessor?
A Yes.
Q Do you know a man by the name of Colonel Peralta?
A Yes.
Q And are they both the leaders of the guerrilla

movement on the Island of Panay?

)\

Yes, sir,
C/PT/IN SANDBERG: That is all.
C/PTAIN WEBSTER: That 1is all.

(Witness excused)
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CAPTAIN WEBSTER: S;r, that complete§ the evidence
under that paregraph.
' The next is paragraph 93.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before the Prosecution starts,
is this not the iten which wes linked with nunber 16 and
nunber 257 As I recell, Defense objected to proceedigg with
iten number 93, which was linked with 16 and 25. The Cone
nission directed the Prosecution to proceed with 16 and 29,
and defer taking the testimony on item number 93; is that
correct?

CAPTAIN VEBSTER: That is correct, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1In other words, we should study
the record here in conjunction with the former testimony?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is correct, sir.

GENERAL REYNOIDS: Proceed.

JOSE LACSON
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was exanined and testified a&s follows:
DIR%CT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Vebster) Please state your nanme.

A Jose Lacson.

Q Your age?

A 27y sir.

Q Nationality?

A Filipino, sir.

Q Where were you living in the first part of February
of this year?

A I an in 28 Zaragosa.

Q City of Manila?
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A Yes, sir.
How far was that from the Dy-Pac Lumber Company?
A I can estimate about half a mile, sir.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: A 1little louder, please.
) THE WITNESS: It is about half a nile from the Dy-Pac
to the place where we are living.
Q (By Captain Vebster) Will you speak towards the Con-
nission, so that they night hear you clearly, please.
A It is half a mile away from the house where I an
living to the Dy=Pac Lumber, sir,
Q On or about the 2nd day of February were you taken
fron your hone?
Yes, sir, by the Japanese.
How many people did they take fron your hone?
We are two, sir,
Where did the Japanese take you?
We are taking to the Isabelo de los Reyes school.
What was the Reyes school used for?

> O = O > O >

Beg pardon, sir?

(Question read.)

A They used it for -~ they used it for canps.
Q Were there Japanese in that school?
A

Q

Yes, sir.

Do you know what branch of the service those Japs
were in?
A Yes, gir.

What was 1it?

Q
A Arny, sir,
Q How long did they keep you at the school?
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A whole day, sir,

Were there other civilians at the school?

Yes, sir, | |

How meny?

We had about 17 or 18 women and childrens and men.

E ]

What did the Japanese do with you when you left the

school?

A

is an

O P O B O b O PP H r O P O r OH B O

They bring us to the Barcelona Building, where it
M. P. building, sirj; Japanese M. P. building.
What did they do with you there?

They tied us there.

How nany did they tie?

We are about 21 nen.

And what did they then do with you?

They bring us to the Dy-Pac Lumber, sir.

All 21%

Yes, sir.

Were all 21 tied?

Yes, sir,

When did you reach the lunber conpany?

It is about 8 o'clock in the evening, sir,

0f February --

Third.

Third?

Yes; sir,

What did they do to the 21 when they reached the

lunber conpany?

A

They pick us oné by one and take to the place of

the killing.
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Q Who did they take first?

A I don't know, sir, because I cannot recognize that
place because it is too dark, sir. ,

Q Well, how far down the line were you?

A We were separated, we are put in the niddle of the ..
lumber yar& and token one by one, sir.:

Q Well, how many did they take before you?

A I was in the niddle, sir. |

Q What did they do with you when they took you?

A They just -~ one of the Japanese took me out with --
there are two, sir; one is officer and one is the killer.
They took me up and just told ne to stand up, and then I
Just heard a hit of the handle of the rifle on ny back,
and I fell down on the ground and they struck me two tires
at ny back with the bayonet, sir,

Did the bayonet go all the way through you?

No, sir.

What did you then do?

I lost ny nind, sir, when they struck me with bayonet.
How long did you lie there on the ground?

It is about three hours nore.

How long did you stay in the lumber conpan& yard?
Until the 4th of February, sir,

What tine on the 4th?

It is about sometine 5 o'clock or 6 o'clock, sir,
that day.

Q In the evening?

A Yes, sir, in the evening.

Q When you awakened what did you see at the iumber

> O O P O B O > O
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conpany?

4 I-see lots of womans, nmen and childrens in the lumber
yard. |

Q About how nany?

A About 20 or 30 womans and children.

Q pid you observe any wounds on their bodies?

A They are covered with bodies -- they are covered with
blood, sir, and I can't recognize them, but one of ny
nephew and one of ny father-in-law,

Q What is the name of your neighbor and the name of
your father?

A The nane of ny fathere-in-law is Hilario Quila; and
the nane of ny nephew, sir, is Florencio Cudala,

You saw those bodies there?

Yes, sir,

On the next day?

Yes, sir,

What did the Japanese accuse you of?

> O > O = O

They get ne as suspect of guerrilla, sir.
CAPTAIN VEBSTER: You nay cross exanine.

CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Do you know for sure what

branch of the arned forces the Japanese in the lunber yard

were?

A It is arny, sir,.

Q How do you know that?

A Because they have a star in the cap, sir.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.
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: REDIRECT EXAMINATION |
Q (By Coptain Vebster) Did they give you any trial
of any kind?
A - No questions, sir.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all.

(Witness excused.)
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CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Ricardo San Juan.
. RICARDO SAN JUAN

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly swbrn, was exanined and testified as tol;ows
through'Interpreter Lavengco, with Interpreter Dionisio
- acting as "check" Interpreter: '

| DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Vebster) What is your nane?
A Ricardo San Juan.
Q Your age?
A 25.
Q Your nationality?
A Filipino.
Q Viere you taken by the Japanese to the Dy=Pac Lumber
Conpany in February?

Yes.

What time were you taken there?
11 o'clock at night.

Who else was taken with you?
Many.

How nmany?

We were 67 in all,

Were any of those nenbers of your fanily?
Only four.

What relation were they to you?

The three were ny children.

And the other?

My wife.

O > O B O > O b O > o0 > o0 >

How old were your children?
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A One five years, the other is three years, and the
third is only five months.

Q What did the Japanese do to you when you got to the
lunber yard?

A They took us there, and as we entered, as we were
1nside, we were lined up. ‘

Were you tied?

Yes, sir,

How nany were tied with you?

All of us, 21 nen, were tied together,

What did they do with you?

I was asked to kneel down.

And then what happened?

I was boloed.

What with?

INTERPRETER LAVENGCO: I beg your pardon?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: What with?

INTERPRETER LAVENGCO: Will you read that, please?
(Question read,)

O P> O O B O P O

Bayonet.

(By Captain Vebster) Where were you bayoneted?
At the neck.

WVhat happened after you were bayoneted?

I fell dowvn and was thrown flat on the ground.
How long did you lie on the ground?

About ten nimutes. About ten minutes.

O = O B O B O

Did you see anyone else killed by the Japanese at
the lurber yard?
A I saw ny wife.
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Q How was she killed?

A She was stabbed.

Q Did you see any of your children killed?

A Yes, sir.

Q ‘How were they killed?

A My child wﬁn was five nonths o0ld was tossed up and
caught by a bayonet.

Q Dif you sece any other persons killed besides those
you have mentioned?

A There are some nore.

Q Will you please name the others you saw killed at
that time?

A Fructuoso Viri; Faustino Fajardo; Doninador Antonio.

Those only.

Q How long did you stay at the lumber yard?
A Three nights, two days.
Q Did you see any bodies the following day in the yard

of the lumber conpany?

When I crawled I stepped on so nany dead bodies.

About how nany dead bodies did you sce?

I could not nunber then,

Do you know why the Japanese tried to kill you?

I know. They suspected us as nenbers of the guerril%as.
Did they give you a trial of any kind?

Ve were given a chance of fresh trial, but the

> O P o > o B

captein told us that '"the real judgnent rust cone fron

above."
Q' Do you know of any "Judgmént coning from above'"?
A That was the only thing he could do. According to
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- . the captain, if his wish be followed, he would set us all
free because we had no faults; there was no basis. But
because therc was an "order fron above" they had to follow.
Q , D1d they suspect your wifc and three chiidren aé being
guerrillas?‘
A ‘I do not knoﬁ if they suspected ny children and ny
wife as guerrilla nenbers, but when they arrested me they
arrested also ny wife and ny children.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Mark this for identification,
please.
(Photograph of witness was
narked Prosecution Exhibit No.
314 for identification.)
Q (By Captain Viebster) I hand you what has been narked
Prosecution's Exhibit 314 for identification. Will you
state what that is?
A This is ny picture.
Q Does that show the wound which was inflicted upon
your neck by the Japanese?
A Yes, sir,
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, we shall offer at this time
this Exhibit 314 in evidence.
GENERAL REYNOIDS: There being no objection, it is
accepted in evidence.
(Prosecution Exhibit No.
314 for identification
was received in evidence.)
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You nay crgss exanine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Do you know whether the

Japanese soldiers were nembers of the arny, the navy or
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the narines?

A Arny.

Q ind how do you know*thaf?

A They were in khaki.

Q  And is that‘the only basis upon which you have cone
to the conclusion that they were nembers of the arny?

A _ They have a stai insignia on their pockets.

Q On their pockets?

A On their pockets.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That's all,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That's all.

(Vitness excused.)

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Does the Cormission wish to hear
another witness? a

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Comnission will be in recess
until 1:30 this afterndon.

MAJCR KERR: 8ir, it has just come to ny nttention
that two witnesses we had intended to put on today decline
to testify in open court because of the nature of their
testinony. It relates to the raping of wonen in the
Tanguan-Batangas case. I, therefore, nake request that
we have a closed session, and I would suggest that it be
fron 1330 to 1345 this afternoon., That would afford ample
opportunity for us to get in the testinony of those two
woren.,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1In view of the statenent by the
Prosecution, the Cormission will open in closed session
at 1:30 this afternoon, and continue for such brief period

as it i;@hecessary to complete the testinony of the two
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. witnesses in question.

MAJOR KERR: Thank you, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Cornission is in recess.

(Whereupon, at 1140 hours, 14 Novenber 1945, o recess
was taken until 1330 hours, 14 November 1945.)
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PROCEEDINGS

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is open in closed
session,

~ MAJOR KERR: 84ir, all members of the Commission are
'ﬁreseny, the Accused and his péfense Counsel are present,

At this time we would like to put on the case of the
Tanauan massacre in Batangas Province, which is Item No., 54
in the Bill of Particulars, The first two witnesses are
testifying in closed session,

The record, I am informed, does not show that this
interpreter was sworn as a Tagalog interpreter, so at this
time I would 1like to swear him,

(Whereupon Interpreter Dionisio was sworn.)

CAPTAIN P@CE: This testimony will also be offered
in proof of Bill of Particular No, 1, the Batangas case,

Mrs. Espiritu,

FAUSTA N, ESPIRITU

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Rodas, with Interpreter Dionisio acting as
"check" interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Pace) Give &our name, please.
(Through the interpreter) Fausta N. Espiritu,
Where do you live?
Tanauan, Batangas.
What barrio?
Bongkalot, Tanauan, Batangas.
What happened on the morning of February 28, 1945%

O B O O P O

\
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A On the morning of February 28, 1945, four Japanese
came from the fields. Ihese four Japangse arrésted us in
the fields, After we were arrested, my husband was hog-
tied, After he héd been tied, the Japanese asked where

. the other peéple are, and my husband answered "There are
no more, no more people", - Because of the way he answered,

‘because of this answer of my husband, his tongue was cut

off.,

0 What did they do after they cut your husband's tongue
of £?

A After his tongue was cut off, he was bayoneted.

Q What did they do to you then?

A After they have killed my husband, they got my

child from me, wrested my child from me, and placed the
baby on the ground,

Q What happened then?

A After the child was placed on the ground, I was
assaulted by one -- by the Japanese.

Q What kind of an assault was it?

A He raped me.

Q Did he have any weapon while he raped you?

A He had his bayonet pointed at my breast; that is
why I consented, even if I did not like to.

Q * How many men did the Japanese kill in the fields

besides your husband?

A Two more men besides my husﬁand.

Q Did you see them rape any other woman?
A I saw one more,

Q What was her name?
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A Damiana,
. CAPTAIN PACE: You may cross examine,
| CROSS EXAMINATION
Q: (By Captain Sandberg) Did he hold the bayonmet while

he was raping ygu?

A (Through the interpreter) Yes.

Q During the entire time?

A Yes, right on top of my breast, near my heart,

Q Will you show us how he was holding the bayonet while

he raped you?
THE WITNESS: Like this (demonstrating).

Q (By Captain Sandberg) And what did he do with his
other hand?
A (Through the interpreter) He was holding my hand,

pinning it down, and forcefully, with great strength,

Q Did hc hold both your hands?

A Yes.

Q Did he 1ift your dress while he was raping you?

A Yes, he 1lifted it.

Q How?

A Up.

Q I mean, did he use his hand?

A Yes.

0 Well, did he use the hand with which he was holding

the bayonet?

A No, the other hand which did not hold the bayonet,
Q Then he let go of your two hands, then?

A He was holding my two hands tightly.

Q Now, you say that he uscd that hand to raise ydur
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dress; didn't he then have to let go of your hands?

A When he lifted my dress, he held my hand with the
hand that held.the anonet. A

Q@ So that he held the bayonet and both of your hands
and your dress at the same time?
A Yes. - )

. Q Did he hold your hands behind your back?
A No, he held my hand right here on my breast, because
his bayonet is also in his hand,
Q And with the same hand he held the bayonet and two

of your hands?
A Yes.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all,
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you very much, Mrs. Espiritu,
(Witness excused)
CAPTAIN PACE: Miss Burgos,
CORAZON A. BURGOS
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn; was examined and testified through Interpreter
Rodas as follows, with Interpreter Dionisio acting as
"check" interpreter:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.
Corazon A, Burgos.
CAPTAIN PACE: Testify in Tagalog to the interpreter,
Q (By Captain Pace) Where do you live? ' |
THE WITNESS: I speak English, \
(The question was translated to the witness by the

. interpreter,)
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A

(Through the interpreter) I live in the town of

Tanawan, Sapaﬁgas.

Q How o0ld are you?

A | I am 17 years old.

Q How old were- you on February. 10, 19457

A 16.years.

Q Will you tell what happened on the morning of February
10, 19457

A On the morning of February 10, 1945, eleven Japanese

accompaniéd by a Japanese officer went up our house.

Q
A

_Whnt did they do in your house?

They knocked at our door, and they forced us to open

the door and they all went in,

Q

house?

A
Q

Did they take your mother and sister out of the

No, they were taken to our yard.
What happened to you after your mother and sister

were taken to the yard?

A

Before they took my sister and my mother into our

yard, first they slapped and kicked my sick sister,

Q
A

What happened to you?

When they were already down, one officer was left

inside the house. He began to slap me, and then pointed

his bayonet on my stomach,

Q

O B o

What did he do then?

After they have slapped me, I was raped.
By the Japanese officer?

Yes.

Now, did you see your mother and sister after.that?
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A | " No more.

Q Did you see their bodies?

‘A, After I came from the hideout, from theagugout,.l
saw their bones. ] .
| Q | What had happened to them?

A When I SaW‘them, my mother had got alhole in her

skull, but my sister -~ I don't know what happened to
her.,

CAPTAIN PACE: You may cross examine,

CAPTAIN S/ANDBERG: No questions,

(Witness excused)

CAPTAIN PACE: That concludes thc women witnesses who
were raped, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will be in recess
for a time sufficient to permit the public and press to
re-enter the court room, and we will thercupon reopen in
open session,

(Whereupon at 1345 the closed session was con-

cluded,)
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(Che trial was resumed in open session at 1350 hours,
following closed session.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session,
The Prosecution may proceed.

CAPTAIN PACE: We will call Justina Manlisik.

JUSTINA MANLISIK
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Dionisio, with Interpreter Rodas acting as
"check" Interpreter:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) State your name.
Justina Manlisik.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is this still Item No. 93%?
CAPTAIN PACE: 54, sir, and 1.

>

Q (By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.

A Justine Manlisik.

Q Where do you live?

A I 1live in Tanauan, Batangas.

Q Were you living in Tanauan, Batangas, on February
10, 194527

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you 1iving‘1n Tanauan, Batangas, on February

10th, 1945%

A Yes, sir,

Q On that morning at about 5 o'clock did the Japanese
come to your house?

A Yes, the Japanese come to our house about 5 o'clock

in the morning.
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Q Tell the Commission whag happened,

A - They‘bring with them a piece of rope to tie the
hands of my parents; tie.thé hands of all of us, When I
see that the Javanese are going upstairg I went down and I
hid" inaide the toilet., Well, I am already hidden in the.
'tbilet'and I saw hy:peronts wpfe already tied, especially
the small children, too, 2 '

Q How many people were tied by the Japanese?

A 34.

Q Aré they all in your family?

A Yes, all our family. |

Q What did they do with the 34 members of your family?
A They strike with their bayonets in their chest.
Q‘ Did they take them out of the house?

A Yes.

Q When did you next see the members of your family?
A At about 4 o'clock I went out and I saw that my
parents are already dead; all of them are dead.

Q All of them dead?

A Yes,

Q What happened? How had they been killed?

A They strike with their bayonets.

Q All of your family had been bayoneted? -

A Yes.

Q

When you say all of your family, do you mean that
all 34 of them died? '

A Yes, 19 children and -15 older people.
Q 19 children?
A Yes.
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Q What were their ages?
A Theirvages, the youngest is 2 years, and the oidest
is 10 years old. 1 ‘
Q What else did yoﬁ see?
A One of my sisters is pregnant and they slashed her
stomach open énd when the baby come out they cut its head
off, (Weeping) |
CAPTAIN PACE: You may cross-examine.
CROSS~EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Sandberg) Do I understand --
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Is cross-examination of this
witness considered essential?
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: We will waive the cross-examination.
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you very much.
(Witness excused)
JOAQUIN MENDOZA
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Dionisio, with Interpreter Rodas acting as
"check" Interpreter:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.
Joaquin Mendoza.
Where do you live?
In the Barrio of Bilogbilog, Tanauan, Batangas.
Were you living there on the 21st of February, i§45?
Yes, sir.

What happened on that morning?

> O P O > O > O

In the early part of the morning it was very dark;
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suddenly there were Japanese that came around.

Q What did the Japanese do with you?
A All of us were arrested.
Q How many of'you were arrestedf
h We were 38. |
Q What did they do with you then?
A They ordered us to carry the‘rice.
Q They ordered you to carry the rice?
A Yes, they ordered us to carry the rice.
Q Where did you carry the rice to?
A In the mountains, to Mt. Gonzali.
Q After you had carried the rice to Mt. Gonzali what

happened to you?
A After reaching that mountain they took the rice from

us and placed it in their granary.

Q What happened then?

A They took us and we went back to where we came from.
Q What happened to you?

A Lfter walking about two kilometers they told us to .

rest for a while,

Q What happened when you were resting?

A We were sitting down resting there with three ér
four soldiers that surrounded us.

Q What did they do to you?

A . One of them shouted and ordered and the very instant

they killed almost all of us.

Q How many people did they kill?
A 36. 36 were killed.
Q How many survived?

[
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A

There were only six of us left alive.
C/PTAIN PACE: You may inquire.
C/PTAIN SANDBERG: No cross-examination.

(Witness excused)
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CAPTAIN PACE: Mr. Magnaye.

_ | ISIDORO MAGNAYE

- called as a witness on behalf of the'Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Dionisio, with Interpreter Rodas acting as
"check" interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) Give your name, please,

A Isidoro Magnaye,

Q Where do you live?

A In Tanauan, Batangas,

Q What barrio?

A In the Poblacion,

Q Where did you live on the 21st of February, 1945?
A In the barrio of Bilogbilog, Tanauan, Batangas.

Q Did you see the Japanesc come on the 21st of February
and take Joaquin Mendoza and 37 other men away from the
town?

A Yes, sir.,

Q Is he the man who just testified before you?

A Yes, sir, He is Joaquin Mendoza,

Q Will you tell what happened on the following day,

the 22nd of February?

A On that morning of February 22nd that guy Mendoza
went to the town and told us that the Japanese were rounding
the men,

Q Did you see the Japanese come to the town on Feb-
raary 22nd?

A In that morning of February 22nd I can see by the
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far distance the Japanese ordering the people, telling
them something., o |
Q What did the Japanese do in your barrio on the
22nd? '

INTERPRETER DIONISIO: Will you repeat, please,
sir?, . »

CAPTAIN PACE: What did the Japanese do in your
Sarrio on the 22nd?
A After the Japanese gave the order, suddenly two
shots were fired and at the very instance the Japanese
soldiers began raping -- began doing havoc to the town,
Q What did the Japanese do?
A They'began shooting people and burning houses until
they went to the house of Sixto Mercado,

Q How many people were in the house of Sixto Mercado?
A There were about 40 persons, Most of them are
women.

9 Did they kill those 40 persons?

A Yes, sir,

Q How?

A The four Japanese, with ready'bayonets, went around

the house, two of them staying before the window and two
went upstairs and began bayoneting the people inside the
house.

Q How many other people did they bayonet in the houses
other than that of Sixto Mercado? | —

A All the people inside the house of Mercado were
bayoneted and killed and the houses burned afterwards.

Q Did they kill any other peoplé in other houses?
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A They kill in the house of Mercado., They also kill
people in the other houses.
Q How many? - o
A I think there were around 15 of them,
CAPTAIN PACE: You may inquire,

| CROSS EXAMINAT ION
Q (By Captéin‘Sandberg) Did you see thém bayonet people
in the house of Sixto Mercado?

A Yes, sir,
Q Were you in the house?
A I wasn't there, but I can sce by through a distance

of 100 meters away in my hiding place what the Japanese
were doing,
Q You were 2 hundred meters away. Where did the
bayoneting take place?

INTERPRETER DIONISIO: Will you repeat that,
please?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Where in the house of Sixto
Mercado dld the bayoneting take place?
A Inside the house of Sixto Mercado the people were
bayoneted,
Q (By Captain Sandberg) And did you see it through
the,window? o
A The house was open, The windows were open, so I
can see it,
Q How many Japanese did you sece?
A There were four Japanese soldiers that went t; the
house and killed people, but there were plenty of Japanese
soidiers in that place,
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Q Were there any Filipinos with the Japanese?
A Thefe were none, .
Q Were there aﬁy Makapili operating that day?
A - There was none;
Q. Did you éive assistance to the guerrillas?
INTERPRETER DIONISIO: - What is that?
. CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Did you give assistance to the |
guerrillas?
A Yes, sir,
Q (By Captain Sandberg) What guerrilla organization

were you a member of?
A I am not an official member of any guerrilla unit,
but I go with them any time they want me to,
Q And did this guerrilla organization have its hecad-
quarters in the town of Tanauan?
INTERPRETER DIONISIO: Will you repeat that?
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Did this guerrilla organization
have its headquarters in the town of Tanauan?
A There is no headquarters in the town of Batangas,
but there is some there in the remote barrios because the
Japanese are shooting the guerrillas,
Q In what activities did you help the guerrillas?
A There was about four Japanese soldiers that were

ambushed by guerrillas, of which I was one of them,

Q You were one of the four who ambushed the Japanese
soldiers?

A Yes, sir,

Q What method did you use to kill the Japanese sol-
diers? ’
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CAPTAIN PACE: If it please the Commission, this
-.witness hasn't testified that the Japanese injured him
and I don't see how his guerrilla acfivities could bear
on his testimony, and certainl& membership in the guerrillas
doesn't go to your crediﬁility.r
CAPTAIN SANDBERG @ .If the Commission please, these
questioﬁs are not directed to credibility, It is the
position of.the Defense that there was open warfare in
Bétangas and that these deaths occurred as the result of
open combat operations, And that is the purpose of these
questions.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may proceed,
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Will you read back the question?
(Question read)
A Rifle,
0 (By Captain Sandberg) Were all of the members of
the guerrilla organization armed?
A Most of them they have no weapons, but because there

were only a few of us who have them,

Q Did most of them carry bolos?
A Yes, sir,
Q Do you know whether any of the people who were killed

in the house of Sixto Mercado were also guerrillas?

A I know nothing, |

Q Do you know of your own knowledge that other Japanese
soldiers than those four you mentioned werc killed by the
guerrilla organization?

A The only four I have said.

Q Did you wear a uniform?
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A I have none, »
Q Can you tell us what the name of the guerrilla or-
ganization of whicﬂ‘you\were a member was?
A It is known as the Markings organization,
Q Ahd would you describe yourself as engaged in the
war against the Japanese?

INTERPRETER DIONISIO: Will you please, sir,
repeat the last question?

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: Did you regard yourself as
having been engaged in war against the Japanese?

INTERPRETER DIONISIO: Repeat that again, please.

CAPTAIN S/NDBERG: Did you regard yourself as
having been engaged in war against the Japanese?
A I cannot recgard myself as a member, only I was one
of them during this time.,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That's all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) Were some of the 55 people who
were killed women and children?

INTERPRETER DIONISIO: What?

CAPTAIN PACE: Vere some of the 55 people who were
killed women and children?

A There were men, women and children, too.

Q Were the women and children guerrillas?

A No, sir,

Q Did they give these men and women and children a

trial before they bayoneted them to death?
A No, sir,
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you very much,
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CAPTAIN SANDBERG: 'Just one more question,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: One more question for the Defense,
" RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg\ Do you know of any cases where
‘children over the age of 10 carried hand grenades? |

A I don't.know nothing, sir, |

Q Do you know of any cases where women were guerrillas?
A There were no one in our town,

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That's all,

CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you,
(Witness excused)
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JUAN ZAMOSA
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn through Interpreter Dionisio, was examined
and testified fhrough Interpreter Dionisio as follows, with
Interpreter Rodas acting asr"éheck" interpreter:
| | DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.
(Through the Interpreter) Juan Zamosa,

Where do you live?

Q

A

Q

A In the Barrio of Tunauan, in the Town of Tarauan,

Q Did you live there in Tanéﬁan on February 10, 1945?
A Yes, sir.

Q Tell what happened on the morning of February 10th,
A In the morning of that day, there were two soldiers
that came, After the two soldiers came to our house, they

took me and brought me to the house of the mayor.

Q How many people did they take?

A There were hany, around 50 persons.

Q What happened then?

A When we arrived there, we saw 50 other persons tied
- together.

(a] Where did you go then?

A We were all hog tied; and the men vere separated

from the women, who were placed under the house.

Q Ware the women tied®

A The women were tied, but the children were not,
and the men were also tied.

Q What did they do with the men?

A After they were tied they asked us if we were all
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Filipinos.

Q What did they do to you?

A We answered thet we‘were Filipinos.

Q  What did,thq Japanese do to you? |

Y After'wé wefe questioned we were released one by

one, and 'we were bayoneted one by one.

Q - How many men were bayoneted before your turn cane?
A I think there were around 25 who were already
bayoneted.,

Q .How did you escape?

A When riy turn cerie, which was -- I an number 26 =- I

ran away with the hope that I won't really be killed.

Q How many nen were in the group?

A There were around 100, including nen and wonen.,

Q How nany nen?

A There were around 50.

Q Have you ever seen any of those nien alive since that
date?

A I saw no one survive, even until now I have seen no
one. .

Q What did you see, if anything, happen to the wonen?
A I saw a pregnant wonan who was assaulted by a
Japanese officer, and I saw also the child inside that

came out of the stonach and was thrown away.

Q What nade the child come out of the wonan's stomach?
A Perhaﬁé it was due to the slashing of her stomach. '
Q Who slashed her stomach? _

A A Japanese officer, if I am not nistaken.

Q What did he slash it with?
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A A sword.
Q ' Have you.ever seen any of those wonen or childreﬁ
alive since that date? o
A I have seen no one survive, even until now.
Q ‘.These Jdpanesé that you have spoken of, are‘they
soldiers or sailors? .
A I.am not quite suré, sir, whether they are mnembers
of the navy or arny, but what I know they are soldiers.
CAPTAIN PACE: You nay cross exanine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
.Q (By Captain Sandberg) Did you give any assistance
to the guerrillas?
A I did not give any.
CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you.
(Witness excused.)
JOSE M. CORONA
called as & witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was exanined and testified as follows:
| DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Pace) What 1s your nane, please?
My nanc is Jose M, Corona,
Where do you live?
Tanauvan, Batangas.,
What is your position there? v
My position now is mayor of Tanauan, Batangas.
How long have you been nmayor of Tanauan?

Since April 10, 1945,

O P O b O r O > O

What is your occupation?
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A - Now I an mayor and a business man at the same time.
Q Now, as nayor of Tansuan, Batangas, did you receive
an order from the Governor of Batangas Province to inves-
tigate and report the number of persons killed by the
Japanese and the nunber of houses burned by the Japanese
in your‘mﬁnicipality?

A Yes, sir, soon after thé reorganization of our

rmnicipality I received such an order from the government.

Q After receiving that order did you conduct an
investigation?

A Yes, through the police department and the barrio
lieutenants,

Q Did you comnpile the infornation which was requested
by the Governor of Batangas?
A Yes, sir, I did.
CAPTAIN PACE: Ve would like to have this book marked
as the next exhibit.
(A book or ledger was narked

Prosecution Exhibit No,
315 for identification.)

Q (By Captain Pace) Can you tell me what Prosecution's
Exhibit 315 1s?
A That is the book where we keep the records of all

the nenbers nassacred by the Japanese and the houses

burned.

Q Is this an official record of the municipqlity of
Tanauan, Batangas?

A Yes.

Q Are you responsible for the custody and keeping of
this record? '
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A Yes, directly responsible,

Q How many nanes appear in this record?

A The nunber of persons nmassacred by the Japanese is
826.

Q How many houses burned?

A 1602,

CAPTAIN PACE: If the Cormission please, at this time
I offer Exhibit 315 into evidence. It is the official
record, and, therefore, I request pernission to reproduce
and withdraw the original record and substitute in the
record a duplication of what is in that.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1In view of the size of this docu-
nent the Cormission feels that the Prosecution should
prepare the extract and submit the extract itself as an
exhibit.

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir., That does nean the record
is received in evidence, but you would desire an extract
prepared as we have in the case of other records of that
sort?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That is correct.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: May we see it, sir, before there
is a ruling nade on 1it?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You nay. It is the intention
of the Cormission to state that no ruling would be
announced until we receive ﬁhe extract.

CAPTAIN PACE: Yes.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: In that event we will wait until
the extract is prepared.

Q (By Captain Pace) When did these deaths occur which
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you have listed in your record?
A Well, a few of then, those who were killed by the
Japanese occurred sometihe_béfore'?ebruary 10th, 1945.
Sone of then occurre@ after February 10th, 1945, but
most'of then were nassacred on February 10th, 1945.

CAPTAIN PACE: You may cross exanine.

_ CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Sandberg) How long have you lived in

Tanauan?

A I beg your pardon?

Q How long have you lived in Tanauan, Batangas?

A Since ny birth.

Q Do you consider yourself well acquainted with public

affairs in that city?

A Yes, sir, I do.

Q We have had evidence this norning - this afternoon,
rather - of a casc in which nenbers of the Markings guer-
rillas ambushed four Japanese soldiers. Are you faniliar
with that incident?

A No, sir,

Q Do you, as a nan faniliar with the affairs of
Tanauan, know about the activities of the Markings guer-

rillas in and around Tanauan?

A I‘have often heard of guerrillas, but I don't know
if they are Markings guerrillas or not.

Q Were you yourself a guerrilla?

A No, sir, I was not.

Q Did you ever give any assistance to the guerrillas?
A I beg your pardon?
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Q Did you ever give assistance to any guerrillas?

A in sone cases; at that time I was keeping a radio
with a2 short wave, and I was giving 1nfdrnétion to guer-
rillas, some infornmation with regard to the developnent

- of work in some areas of the Pacific,

Q Now, did'ybu, as a man‘familiar with public affairs
in Taneuan, ever hear of &n incident in which a Japanese
nedical officer was ambushed by guerrillas and his head cut
off?

A In Tanauan?

Q Yes.

A No, I did not hear enything about that, sir,

Q Was Tancuan subjected to an artillery barrage?

A When? |

Q Before the arrival of the Anerican forces?

A I did not know, because we were no longer in Tanauan

after thec nassere of February 10th.

Q When did you lcave Tanpuan?
A On February 9th, a day before the nassacre.
Q Did you get advance infornation that the Japanese

werc coning to the towm?
A No, sir, I d;d not. Otherwise I would have taken
ny fanily, but ny wife was also nassacred by the Japanese,
and also niy 15 year old boy.

CAPTAIN SANDBERG: That is all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) When were those houses burned?
A When we were in the barrio that dgy already, that
was on February 10th., After that tine we seerin the barrio
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the bﬁrning of our houses in the town.
Q  What day was that?

A After February 10th,
Q Do you remenber the date?
A I don't remenber the date, but on several occasions

we see houses turning in the town, and in sone places in
the barrio we see the big fires.
CAPTAIN PACE: That is all, thank you very rmch.
(Witness excused)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Cormission will be in recess
for approximately ten minutes.

(Short recess.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed, .

CAPTAIN PACE: That completes the evidence on Case No.
54, sir, |

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, I shoﬁld like to complete
Paragraph 93, which was interrupted this morning.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,

RICARDO TRINIDAD

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

A Ricardo Trinidad, sir.

Q Your age?

A Twenty-three.

Q Your nationality?

A Filipino.

Q Were you among those who were taken by the Japanese
about the 3rd of February of this year?

A Yes, sir,

Q Where were you when you were taken?

A I was sleeping at home.

Q Who was taken with you? '

A My nephew, Florencio Cudala, and my uncle, Faustino
Reyes;

Q And did the Japanese take you to the Reyes Elementéry
School?

A Yes, sir.

Q How long did they keep you there?
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A - They keep us until the night of -- until Saturday,
the 4th -- no, the 3rd, sir.

Q February?

A We were taken from our house February 3rd, two o'clock
midnight. |

Q Where did the Japanese take you from that place?

A About four o'clock in the afternoon we were taken to

Barcelona Building, just opposite the Dy-Pac Lumber Company.
Q Will you talk to the Commission, and a 1little louder,
please? How long did they keep you at that building?

A We were kept there about two hours.

Q And where did the Japanese then take you?

A After that place we were taken to the Dy-Pac Lumber.
Q Will you déscribe in your own words what the Japanese

did to you at the Dy-Pac Lumber Company?

A I was the sixth from the line when the Japanese took
me away from my companions. The first was Dominador Antonio
and one of our neighbors, Maximino, which I don't know the
last name, and my nephew, Rudolph Antonio, and Mauro
Salvacion. I was the sixth from the line. When they have
killed the five I was taken away from my companions, five
meters away from them. Then one officer -- one officer
bring me near the tall grasses, and one Japanese soldier
was right behind my back. The Japanese right at my back
stabbed with the bayonet. Then I fell down. To make sure
that I was dead they strike me again. They strike me in
my right arm. Thinking that I was dead the Japanese went
away and go back to where they left my companions.

Well, I thought that they were far away from me. I
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began to creep away from the place and go about ten meters
away whére I was ~-- where I lay down.

Q Just a moment, please, Were there 21 bf you, or about
20, in the line? '

About 21 men in the line,

And you were the sixth one taken?

Yes, sir. o

Were the 21 tied togqther?

Yes, sir,

How many times were you struck with a bayonet?
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