18th Day
CHICAGO, ILLINCIS

Saturday, Pebruary lst, 1879 10 AN

The Court met pursuant to ad journment.

Iresent

| Colenel John H, Eing
9tk Infantry
Colonel Wesley Merritt
5th Cavalry
Lisut, Col. ¥. B, Royall
34 Cavalry

| Recorder
| Jesse ¥, Lee
| Adjutant, 9th Iafantry

Major Reno and his Counsel was also present.

The Proceedings to date were read and approved

Sergeant Davern being recalled by the Recorder testifies as follows:
Questions by the Recorder

G State if you know what arms Maj. Reno had that morning or the night
before the fight.

A« He generally carried a carbine and pistol.

Qe Did he have a cardine and a pistol the night before and did you have
charge of them for him?

Ae ¢ 1 @id not have charge of them, I gemerally handed them to him in the
morning when he mounted. ;

Qe On the moraing of the 25th when he got ready to start do you remember
handing them to him? !

A« I always handed him his carbine after he mounted.

Qe Who had charge of :is pistol before he mounted?

Ae I think he kept his pistol that night himself,

R Did you see him with a carbine and plstol on the momning of the 5th?

A. Yes sir.
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No sir.

#hat 4id he say about them®

' o Sal M 100 o Gt SR TR Y e vk s
Qe Did he tell you how he lost them?
Ae DNo sir,.
Qe Did he tell you where he lost thes®
Ae To sir,
%e Did he tell you whes he lost them?
A« No sir,
Questions by Yaj. Reno.
Qs Don't you know that ¥aj. Hono had hies carbine on the hill and
fired it?
A+ He had one there.
Ge Don't you know it was his?
A 1 o mot. '
%« Do you know it was not his earbine?
A« I could not swear it was not.
¢+ How much did you examine 1t?
A« Not very much.
Qe You can't swear whether he had or had not his carbine on the hill?
A« No s=ir, I knmow he had one.
Q% You don't know it was not his?
4de 1 do note
e hmmﬁ“hnuhhﬁnlm
A+ 1 don't reccllect.
Qe hhm”mumunmmn
4 Immediately. T
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Did you go and talk to him abou 1%?

:i::lln:wmahntm.ndhnuuha lost his carbine and

Was any body mearby at the time?

I don't imow,

Had the skirmish line been thrown out?

Fo sir.

It was before the skimmish line was thrown ocut om the 2117
Yes air. f

Was it before iieut, Varnum gave any orders?

I 4id not see him give any orders.

Do you know whether he did give any orders?

I do mots

Where was Naj. Reno?

Just where we came up the hill.

¥Was he on his horse or not?

He was on his horse.

How long had you deen on the hill when he said that?
I Jjust came up.

How long bad he been there?

1 don't know.

Was it before the skirmish line had beem thrown out?

Yes sir.

How long vas the commsnd on t:e hill before the skiruish line was
thrown out?

1 don't recollect the lime being thrown out umtil the Indians came
that eveninge

How close were you %o Haje Reno at the time the talk took place
sbout the carbine and pistol?

I was close emough to speak to hime
¥as any one else around?



Ae Not that 1 remember, there night have been.
Qe What elee did he say to you at that time?

A. That was all I spoke to him sbout. 1 don't recollect any

other conversation. He spoke about water the
and gave me a drink, oo

Qe Do you mean to say that before the skirmish line was thrown out

and just as you came om top of the hill ¥ajor Remo
his carbine and revolver? i .

A. I said no such thing. I told Maj. Reno I had lost my carbine, end
musm-unu«zu-m»mnm1:m O

his or not?

4= He was firing a carbine that day and you don't know whether it was
he o sir, Carbines mostly all look alike. I oaly had his word for it
that he lad lost his.
Qe Don't you know that he fired his revolver that day?
Ae No sir. I do not.
e Do you know that he did not?
A. I do not,
Questions by the Recorder.

e Was it not a pretty easy matter to borrow a carbine and revolver
after you got on the hill?

A. You could pick ome w most any place.
The witness then retired.
Captain F. ¥W. Benteen a witness called by the Recorder after

first being duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth,and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows: -

- S aE e W = . -

Questions by the Recarder.

- e W AR e e s = -

Q. State your name Rank and regiment and where serving.

ie ¥, W, Benteen, Captain, 7th Cavelry, Brevet Colonel, U. 8. Army,
serving et Ft. Lincoln, D. T.

Qe lhthwmmuumunm«tuﬂthdm.lm. .
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under whose command and where?

Was Maj. M, A, #ono with that commend, if sc im what capacity?

He was there by orders acting as Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment.
Was he second in command?

He was second in command under 1t, Col., Custer.

State what battalion organizations had deen made of the command during

mm-.mzuu:mmnmum.mu--mm
Tre.

On the 24th of June we marched $1ll about 3 o'elock bivousced without
orders to unpack the mules or unsaddle the horses and on the next
morning when we moved from there I got no orders the command moved
and 1 followed the rest.

State in regard to what battalions or organizations were made on tb-
25th. - :

They were made probably 4 hours after we marched, I think at the
first halt an orderly came to me with instructions for the officers
to assemble at a point where he was for an officers’' call. No bugle
was sounded for officers’ call an orderly was sent to get them together.
General Custer told us that he had just come down fram the mountain
that he had been told by the Scouts that they could see a village,
ponies, tepees and smoke, He gave it to us as his belief that they
were misteken that there were no Indians there that he had looked
through his glass and could not see any and did mot think there were
any there, Other inatructions were given; - those were that the ofe
ficer who first reported to him that his company was carrying out the
conditions of an order that was given two daye before should have the
advance; those requisitions were that & now commissioned officer and
six men from each company should be with the pack and no more and that
each man should have 100 rounds of a-munition in hie cartridge belt and
saddle pocketa, I suppose thet every officer thers could have told him
that those requiesitions were being carried out, but as the others went
for formality's sake 1 went to my company and sald to the lat Sergeant
*there are so many mer with the packs” - "Yes Sir" - "and you have so
much asmunition” all of which I knew without his answering. I went to
General Custer and told him my company fulfilled his requisitions, he
then seid I had the advance. We moved then probably 8 miles and halted
in a kind of valley surrounded by high hills, I suppose that place
was selected so as to hide us from any Indians, were any in sight, or
in that vieinity, then the division into battalions was made, I re-
mmmmnuuaumumtommu.m.orum-.

How many battalions was the regiment divided into and what officers
were put in command?

1 don’t imowj it was not told to me at all.
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How many eompanies were assigned to your battalion?
Three companies,

Deseribe where ltmﬁtmmmmm Custer's col

urm,
ﬁ‘m“lﬂ'“‘mm"nmunuwmtmm
to do, and where you were to go?

1 have described the coun it
e SNt Sa try; 1% was a series of rough dluffs we

State with reference to the divide between the Li
<om ' ttle Biz Horn and

I don't know how that is., 'y orders were to proceed out into a line
erbmr-uut4nlmum.uumuumlm
uaumh&uﬂummmnnuulmnmam.
I hed gone about a mile when I received instructions through the
ohief trumpeter of the regiment, - If I found nothing before reaching
the first line of bluffs to go on to the second line with the same
instructions. 1 had gone, I suppose, a mile further whenm I
received orders through the Sergeant ¥aj. of the regiment that if I
savw nothing from the seeond lime of dluffs then to go on into the
‘lnliq.ud if thers was nothing in the valley to go on to the next
oY e

When your column serarated from that of Cemeral Custer, describe the
direction or angle of separation to the route you had been going.

It was about an angle of 45 degrees, which is a left oblique,
Where wes the pack train at the tinme of separation?

The pack train at the time of the first halt was closed up,where
it was at the second halt whers we were divided I don't know,
I suppose it was close up %o the rear of the regiment,

From the point you have reached in your deseripticn go on and descride
the movement of your command and what oceurred up to the time you joined
¥aje. Reno om the hill, if you did so join him,

I forgot to give some instructions of General Custer's which were that

1 was to send an of ficer »nd about six men in advance of my battalion
and to ride rapidlys The officer 1 selected was my lst Lieut, and six mn
from my own company to heed my battalion, I sent those ahead with

the instruetions 1 had received but the greater part of the time I

was ahead of that officer and six men with my orderly, the dattalion
coming as fust as they could, The ground was very rugged and we had

to go through defiles and around high bluffs to get to the point to
which I had been sent. I went to the second line of bluffs and Baw
uunq.mzm'tholndhuhndtmmhmwmnw
place over such a country, that if they had to go to any point in
that direction they had a much bétter way to go. The last I saw of
the colusn was the gray horse troop at a dead lope 1 had an idea
that General Custer was mistaken as to their being no Indians in that
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vieinity and, as there were

t my by was %o go no Indlans there and no valleys, I

back to the trail and join the cormmand,
MﬂNWNutoMaMmﬂmmumwh

The route was the same as going over dearing to
the right. At
thluoll(lolohchchnnugmohnq:lmw.m

about a mile a head of the pack train,
traile I then followsd the trail to o 1 saw it coming on the
x

ek
about 7 miles, when I cane
1 am not sure whether I dismounted or not,
dead body of a marrior. A mile or so a
Sergeant coming back with instructions to the comranding officer
of the pack train to "Hurry wp the packs”, I
I thought, was about 7 miles back and he could take the order back
as I had nothing to do with that, that Captain MecDougall was in
a

:
:
g
i
:
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#hat was that order?

It has no date; it says: "Benteen come on - big village - be quick,
bring m-P_.S. Bring packs. W, ¥, Cook."

At that point where you met Trumpeter Martin, can you state how far
it was from the Little Big Hora River?

1 was about 2 miles from where laje. Remo first crossed.

How far was it from that tepee?

It was about 2§ miles from the tepee that I met Martinm,

Did you then kmow whose trail you were following?

I 414 not. I will state here that Trumpeter Martin, after giving me
that note, I asked him about this village. He said the Indiens were

mmniu.mmmlmmnyrorupmh&
for the packs,.

Then at the time Trumpeter lartin arrived, eould you hear firing in the
distance?

None at alle.
Where were you diverted from the trail, if at all?

At the time I received order from Trumpeter Nartin I was riding 4

or 500 yards in advance of the battalion, accompanied by my orderly.
Col. Weir was probably 200 yards in my rears I waited till he came up
and handed him the note. I asked him no questions nor did he volunteer
any advice. Mthnoowtndm'nphﬂnﬂ;hhm.luﬂondl
trot. 1 went on ahead of it to the crossing of the Little Big Horn
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There I‘.-w an w&gl: ::‘ul 1 npp:.u it was thou':nll

: There rteen men in skirmish line that
appeared to have bean beaten back. The lime was then parallel with
the river and the Indians were charging and re-charging through those
men. I thought the whole cammand was thrashed and that was not a good
place o cross. To my right I moticed 3 or 4 Indians, probabdly 4 or 500
yards from me, Ithouhtﬂnynromnlummuthwnhly
towards them and saw as I approached them that they were Crows. They
-“th:'mllu poohing” going on, which I had already seen.

e

the men who were up om the bluff and I immediately went there
”“JQMO i

:

time you received the order in regard to the pack train did you
consider 1t necessary to take your comwand and go and bring the

to the pack traln without coming by me.

Qe State where it was you first heard firing in the direction of the
“MM'S" it before reaching the Crossing "A* or at the time you
rea t?

A. I heard very little firing at all. After I got on the hill where Maj.
Reno was, I don't suppose ] heard more than 15 o 20 ghots,

Qe I refer to the time before you saw the men on the hill.

As I oould hear 1t while I was at the river, probably two miles from
where it was going on and that I could see, - .,

% VWhat was the effective force of your battalion?
Ae I had about 185 men,

4 State,if you know, at what hour in the day it was when you reached ¥aj.
. Reno on the bill.

Ae I only know from Lieut, Wallace that it was 10 minutes after 12 when
1 started off with my battalion from General Custer.

% Taking that as a basis vhat would be the time you met Maji Reno on
the hill?

As nmuﬂukuntm.huntohnm-unludmm

% . Then would you think it was about 3 o'cloeck when you met kaj, Reno
on the hill?

A« 1 think so.

Qe State whether Maj. Reno was present when the order was given to you
by General Custer to move to the lefte

A+« He was not.
S¢  When you joined Naj. Reno on the hill state how far the pack trein was
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It was not then ia sight, 1 suppose 1t was 7 or 8 miles off then,

State how long after you joimed him the .
eI oF Wy Jom 6F 33 it on hill was it that the meXk

I should think 1t was an hour and
0 o f & quarter, or an how and a half

Gtate what was the condition of Maj, Reno's command on the hill in
rogard to efficiency or in any other respect you may have observed
it at the time you arrived there, if you did observe 1t?

Those that were alive were in pretty good order and well shaken up.

on foot on a big bluff would be pretty well bdlown, and so
would the horses, They were not in line of battle but were scattered

around at points. I suppose to the best advantage « they all thought
there was a happler place than that 1 guess.

Were there any Indians engaging his command when you arrived? If so,
in what mumbers and at what distance? )

I think the Indians saw me about the time I saw them, and that checked
their pursuit, They came arocund probably 4 or 5 ormore to!
the highest point of land thers, Nay be they had been there nll the
time, I don't kmow about that, ;

Sere they within easy range of the troops or long range?

1 should say they were nearly a mile away.

Were those the nearest Indians to the comwand there at the time you
arrived”

1 saw sbout 900 Indiane when ! arrived eireling around in the bottom.
lmm:nqmaummltwtammmzmmm
when 1 got there. -

¥as that when you reached Major Remo's position, or at the crossing?

l;lulmmmum.na the same Indians were there wheam I
reached ¥aj. Renc's position.

In the same mumber?

Yes, sir, 1 think they were.
How near were they to Maj. fenc'e command in a straight line?
About a mile I shink, out of effective earbine ranie.

State whether or not you stated to Maj. Reno the purport of the order
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you have received from Adjutant Cook?
Yes, sir. I showed him the order,

What communication did you have with him on the subject and what was
the purport orthoemmthlbmmanﬂmw

IumdmifhhumnﬂmnICutum. He said he did not
that he had been sent in to charge those Indians on the plain and th;t

General Custer's instructions to him, through Ad jutant Cook, were that
he would support him with the whole outfit and that was the last he had
seen or heard of him, and did not know where he was.

Do I understand that at the time of that conversation Major Reno still
said he did not know where General Custer was?

Yes, sir. That was before my battalion came up,- it was following me.
My battalion did mot go with me to the crossing "A".

From the order which you had received through Trumpeter Martin, or

from any other information you had received, had you at that time any
knowledge or impression where Ceneral Custer was, or on which side of the
rivex?

No sir. My impressions from Trumpeter Martin were that the Indieans vere
skedaddling. But my first sight of the fight showed that there was

no skedaddling being done by the Indians and I, of course, thought

that was the whole command, and, if it was the whole command, that it

was whipped.

Upon reaching Maj. Reno's position and finding that it was not the
whole command, state what your impression was as to where General
Custer must have gone.

1 supposed he was down the river.
mldymormtn state to laj. Heno at the time of your conversatiom?

I don't remember having stated to him anything about it. He should
have known more about General Custer than I could, as I had been
started off some 12 or 15 miles back. It did mot occur to me but
that he knew more about it than I did.

Did Maj. Reno explain to you why he retreated from his position in
the bottom to the hill?

No sir.

Did Maj. Remo at that time,or about that time, express to you any
lonc!t;do,or uneasiness in regard to General Custer and his command?

No sir.’

Did at the time express anything of the kind, asking him for
luthz:ty to proceed to make a divertion in that direction?

Not at all; I .uppo-d General Custer was able to take .caro of hime
self, ' :

L_ m? 2 «p.10 GFoo
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Qe That firing you have just desoribed was all you heard?

As Yos oir, all I heard that I did not see,

Qe State whether or not any advance was made by any part of the troops
from the hill before the arrival of any part of the pack train, and
what that advance was, and by whose order,

A. Capt, Weir sallied out in a fit of bravado, I think, without orders,.

Qe About how long was that after you arrived there,

A« 1 418 not see him when he left. It must have been half an hour, I suppose.

%« Was it previous to the arrival of the pack train?

A« To the best of my recollection it was, I don't recollect just the time
he left.

Qe At the time you moticed him had the train arrived?

Ae I think not, '

Qe htm.umiom.drruthtpuuudmmm:m
arrival that afternoon? If so, deseribe it.

A+ Mo sir, There was no movewent ordered that I kmow of. 1 went down
ﬁl'm“nﬂnt&lhﬂ.lﬂrhd”hmhwnutw
land and had the troops by file on the river bluffs, and a company
scross at right angles from thet line on another ridge with the ine
tnﬂuef&uluumnmlcum,ltummmum.m
exact location as near as possible.

% There was no order given to you by Maje Reno for that movenent?

Describe Maj. Reno's condition when |
you met him at the time
.ms‘“nl tlur?. whether eool, calm and collscted or the m”:
fully .nm\aumymyuttmun.

He was about as cool as he is now
g - « He had lost his hat in the

S%ate whether you heard any firing from the &
Custer's battlefield as 1t afterwards was “Mm“ z ::.—mxr
80, dmscribe that firing and how long it contimued,

That was the firing 1 tried to deseribe 1 heard after
M;“wﬂﬁht&tmu“mmnoz?
"B", about the central part of the village, The village was in two
divisions and at the ford "B™ was sbout the place where I heard the
shots, and all I heard that were not in sight, were from thet direce
tion, I have heard as a matter of course officers disputing amongst
themselves about hearing volleys. I heard no volleys.
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Jo sir.
Did you make the movement with your battalion?

One company of my battalion had alrea
of the roops followed $hat mo dy gone. I think the bulk

mmhl.hbmmttmmnmnmnmh‘r

I don't kmow whether he ha¢ gone to Lieut, Hodgson's body or not.
Mh““h“t&“lﬂ)lﬂwmm*.ll
made that moverent, I went there to see for myself what was going
on around the whole country that could be seen.

How far was that point to which yourself and the advance of the some
mand arrived from Maj, Reno's position on the hill?

About a mile,
Can you locate it om this map?
I suwpose thies figure 7 is intended for th:t point,

State whether or not a movement could not have been made down the
stream in the direetion it was supposed General Custer had gone, or
might be found immediately upon your arrival there,

Yes air, it could have been made but we would sll have been there yet, -

Could tiat movement bave been made there at once by the entire com=
mand as far down as you afterwards went?

Yos sir, but we could have gone no further. Ve were driven back,

How long was it after you aerrived there till the balance of the command
came down with Major Remo, if it did?

I think Maje Reno got to that point about as early as I did, or very
nearly.

Describe your mcvement to that point, the loeation of the coumtry, and
everything you saw.

That mas my first sight of the village, after I arrived at
point, That was the only point from shich it could be seen
as 1 supposed about 1800 tepeesjthere was no sign of any
any fighting going onj mothing of the kind ecould be seen,
been more than 2 or 3 minutes at that high point n
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where he firet got on the hill, the line was fomed in an
r
:nmuzo‘:l:.:. :h:.:p river side of it knocked off. That umm
pack animals and horses
line Shromn around them in the shape o g thpes
shoe extending farther than the other, The Indians surrounded us
there and kept it wp pretty lively as long as they could see.

Ge Do I understand you,the troops were formed ent '
ptf 4 o sng? ps o entirely around a eircle

A. It was in the shape of a horsehoe with ome point longer tham another
and the short point turned im et right angles & little, The long d

line was my position and Capt. Moylan was at right les part
across the ellipse, e .

e Mluthutnnoftthrmmtmumlth. Af you know,
where ¥aje Reno was, what he was doing and what orders he gave, if any?

Ae Yo wore engaged in getting the line formed and there was not ruch time
to swap pocket cutlery,.

Qe Mmmomratmtumﬁmm ¥Was he back selecting a
position or was he with the troops checking the advance of the Indians?

Ae= 1 had left one company on the ridge with imstructions to send thelr
horses back dismounted and %0 hold that ridge at all hazards, Mind
you I was looking after things probably more than it was my business
or duty to do, This company when we got back to the place where we h
e gOr: had left that point and were in the line coming back as
rapidly as were any of the othars, I then sent Captain Codfrey's company
jok %0 another hill to oheck the Indiens %111 we formed and that he was
that he would be looked out for and they got in all right,

e “ﬁl Naje Teno during that time, if you him?

l-' ':lommmuumn.iuppou.ﬂmom-a.m
ne had enough to employ hime
% DIy see Maj. Feno ther. or not?
Ao thers, He came back with me end talked with me, As I

"I reccomended @ halt in order to cheek those Indians and then
a better place to go to arterwards,

Mmhj.mmmfumntmorthm-
that advanced position?

don*t know that he dide If he gave any orders I did not hear thems
#re was no mecessity to give any orders about that time.

ive orders in reference to placing the troops im position
t:q-:zoomnolumwu.nvhtmhmunw
if you know? '

A Tie first I kmew of the forsation of that line was my telling Lieut.

Yol, 2 « p, 13
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vallace to place Lie company there

point out
..u;:n;:‘:o‘mr. Ihneniythu:.:n. :”n:r:;t:u-
self hree men there, I will see tiat are supporteds
nd:nmrmthtt:onumtonﬂ. Ih?amuathﬁ

other end of be line or in the center
after the line
was pretty well formed. 1 saw Maj, Reno sbout the middle of the

£

Give your estimate of the nusber of Indians that pursued or engaged
that command on its return within engaging distance. -

1 thought at that time there were about 2500 warri surroun
I think now there were between 8 and 9 thousand. s Mﬂf

I refer in my question to the time the cuumand was mov back
take position and mot to the engagement that fonoul.m "

I think they were all coming.

This position that was taken after the advance, as ! understand from
your deseription, was near the point you first met Maj, Neno when you cane
upe Tas it above or below or immediately at that place?

I think 1t was exactly the place where I met him.

Can you give the loeation of the troops entirely around that horse-
shoe shaped line you have described?

First at the angle was company ™% then followed Company "G", "D,
*E", "M", and "K", according to my recollection.

After taking poeition were you assigned to any particuler portion:
of the line by Maje Remo3 If so, what were your orderst What I
want to kmow is if the battalion organization still existed,

1 was not assigned to any particular part of the line. Ny company
had position on the extreme left of the line, if it were & right line,

Deseribe the engagement that ensued after the troops havs taken the
position you have deseribed; the length and severity of it, and any
eircunstances connected with it, or the conduet of ¥aj. Heno
pertaining to 1t.

AMnhmlunumitmnboutnnwlyannummu
1ike to stand up under. You only had to shov a hat or a head or
anything to get a volley toward it.

How long did that firing last?
T411 it was too dark to see any longer.
How long before dark did the fire begini at what howr?

I should think it began about half-past five o'eclock, when
our line finished, or may be a little later. I think we ~
fire that evening about 2 or 3 hours. :

Gudd
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What number of Indians do es
there. Was it the entire s ate engaged the line in firing

portion? "m“‘“‘moo?mt

They bhad little pienic parties of & regiment or two standi
htﬁlﬂﬁunzt&nmnphuhntth-. . .y ey

I want the number of Indians you estimate
the severity of the firing, engaging the command from

1 think a couple of thousand were around us
shoot from waiting for a place to

What position did those ‘ndlans oecupy in refeorence to the comrand,
whether they exposed themselves boldly or charged the cormand, or
secreted themselves.

The only thing you could see would be the flash of a gun, They came
80 close that they threw arrows and dirt over at us with their hends
and touched one: of the dead men with a coup stick. That was the
next moming. Thet afternoon was like the second day,we saw nothing
to shoot at, ¥We got wolleys but eould not return them,

State whether or not you found it necessary to give orders or ine
structions or suggestions to more than your own immediate company
and if so, what were those instructions or suggestions, and what, in
your judgment, was the necessary for so doing?

On the night of the 25th, Major Heno was up on the hill where my
company was stationed after the firing had ceased. It was about

dark, and instructed me to build breastworks. I was pretty tired and
@14 not think there was much necessity for building them as 1 had an ida
the Iniians would leave us, but 1 sent for spades to carry out his '
instructions, but could get nones The next horning the rire was

redoudt over to my first Lieutenmant, and told him that I intended
to drive those Indians out of the ravine. The redoubt was duilt and
turned over to my lst Lieutenant, I started with the mem toidrive the

Indians oute There were oaly four Indiens, They were right on our
as 1 am to Gen. Merritt., We then got water. ¥

us
I believe that is an answer to your question.

Your movement in driving the Indians from the ravine, as 1 underste
1%, was made upon your own judgment, No order had been given you

None at all,

State, if you know, where Mejor Heno was during that time o
he was doing? :

'.10'-’.“

4iu



Ae

r

bmwummhnorthommtumm as he
had an idea the afterncon before that the main sttack would be
made at that point, He told me that the afterncon before,

After driving the Indians from the poei tion have described
state. umﬁaltﬂwﬂmruwommdmn‘u

1 daid.

State what ocourred there in regar? to Indians or particular
part of the engagenent, i

After driving those indians out and securing the place 1 wanted to
have the day before but could not get on aceount of

line, 1 pent ward to Major Remo to get all the
mp;:a;:::nn:?mam.uxmmmum.
Af'ter water I went Jor Reno told him I was
hmmmlmmﬂrw'my evary an
entire unprotected save by the breastworks we threw up om the 26th
and asked him if I might drive those Jndians awey that were annoying
me.

State what followed, or what was done,
He said yeos, 1 could and we did it.

Were the troops who drove the Indians from that place you describe,
men of your own ¢ompany or from other companies?

Ae Nome of my own company 1 believe.

%e Uho gave the order for the troops which moved forward to . drive the
Indiane from the place you spoke of last,

As I told them to go, that was all, and I went with them.

R« Did Najor Heno go along?

A¢ I don't think he did,

Qe State whether the conduet and example of lajor Heno as Commanding
Officer was such as tended to inspire the men of his command with
m.mlunul-onﬂdﬂ-ormm.«uﬂbmm
mmwuitmwMthﬁﬂummt.

A« 1 think it was all right, sir.

Qe State what time it was or how long after dark that Major Reno came to
th';hu you have mentioned and gave scme instructions about the breast

A« I saw Major Reno probably every 15 mimues or half hour during thae
two days.

m.l.’.u

Gl



And during the night of the 25%h alser
mmtmumun_hummmmm

umhnnotumlym-o.muuruummm

preparations made by the entire command
Indians! that uight to resist the

1 succeeded in getting the spades probably at 12 o'elock on the
n&mﬁrwwwwﬁmw.lm.mn-
doubtss They were very ous to secure those spades during the

anxi
whole time I had them, They had seraped 1ittle holes in the ground
principally on their side of the line., I

seen a good breastwork there though they may have been there « I
did not examine the ground ell over. I paid no attenti n to it
from the faet that I had enough to do to look after my own line.

Those redoudbts you speak of, were they in reference to your own
company or to all parts of the line?

It was %o my own company.

Go back to the time when you joined Major Remo on the :ill that day
and state how long the 900 Indians or the number you have stated
as being in the bottom remained in their position on the bottom,
as far as observed by you, and whether contimuously or did they
leave and return after a while?

I think they remained, but a short time, how long I don't kmow, but
not longer than a half or three gquarters of an hour,

After lewing there did they immediately engage ¥a jor Reno's command or
go elsewhare?

I don't think they thought they had enough just there to do that,

In what direction from all the eircumstances there must those Indians
have gone - toward the river or up the river?

Immymmmrlvuumlrﬂnm‘nam the
river,

At the time you reached ia jor feno's posi tion on tie hill and from
what you saw before you moved down the stream, state whether the
pack train was in any especial danger from an attack by the Indims,

Nmttﬁmthﬂnﬁhph&aﬁnmmmnm
lm.xuamuntuummymsumnamymu
hnhpumm.-zmdmmqufmmm:n‘

' How meny wen did Capte MeDougall have with him - his effectiv

including the uu_n from the companies?

ImthMOmdhuunlm.hhl“mﬂ
companice and the packerse -

Vol, 2 «pl? il.»:' :



Q. BState whether or not you heard ¥a
to the ammunition or bei
on the hill and any
that account,

Jor Reno say anything in regard
Bg out of ammunition upen your arrival
necessity for hurrying up the pack train on

L]
Ao xdontm-liwthﬂhonlﬂnym:guboutzt. I know he sent

Lieut, Nare back to hurry it up « I ha
of i%e P ve heard Lieut, Hare speak

Qe State if you know, either from what Mejor Reno said, or any ecire

cumstance within your kanowledge what was hi
you bed him on the hill, 8 his effective force when

A+ 1 @don't know, he &id not say anything about it.
% Could you judge or tell from what wes afterwurds known by you?
Ae 1 Judge Mo had about 75 or 50 men,

Qe Btate whether or not it would have been practicable for you to have
Joined Najor Remo's command in the timber at the place where he me
gaged the Indians giving in full your reasons.

As I could have tried sir,

Qe Vould mot your line of march as being taken have crossed at the ford
and taken you over this same ground that he had gone over?

| Ae Yeos sir,

Qe BState whether or not in the event you succeeded in joining Ma jor Remo
the pack train would have been in any imminent or great dangers

A« I should mot have attempted it without first getting the pack trein,

Qe State in your opinion whether with the pack train and your battalion
it would have been practicable to have joined Major Hemo in the timber
if he had remained there from the circumstances as known to you then
or as developed afterwardse

Ae If I had undertaken it :-ﬁlom.mumbmvmmuum
than they were as it resulted,

% Do you mean the entire loss to the command?

Ae The entire loss to the seven companies - In a word, I mean to say
that what we did was the best that could be done - that if I had to
nwuwmxmepommmmu-anh.x
could mot improve it.

Qe State whether or not you examined the position that was occupled by
Major Remo's command in the timber at or about tunt time,

Ao zmntmunnn»ummusatnmmua«m-
umummumnm:mmsmm

% How far was that position from the place where the hostile village had
teen?
m‘.-’.u
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Vol,

The ug:m of.tho village was about six or seven or eight hundred

Kescribe that position as a defensidle one for a command say of 120
meNe

I think it was a No 1 defensitle position from my knowledge of 1t now,

gtate, in your opinion, whether or not 100 men with an average of 60

rounds of assmunition per man could have held that
P hogucgee oo At position any consider-

They could have held it 5 or 6 hours, dependi altogether upon the
nunber of the opposing foree. J s

From the character of the enemy they were engaging at the time, snd
the manner in which Indians usually fight, say these 900 there,

They migh: have been reinforced by 900 more in a short time and early
the nxf. morning they would all have been killed.

That is, if the command remained there without reinforcements or as-
sistance?

I think so.

In the event that you had joined the command with the paek train with
axes and other implements, could not that place have been made as de-
fensidle as ihe position ¥ajor Heno retreated to on the hill?

Iﬁﬂ ”. m.

Were there axes or aaything with which to fortify or any spades or
hatchets”

There were a very few axes; there were five spades, I think,
Thére were some axes?
I have no doubt there were some.

Was thet position which Major femo had occupied in the bottom, one
which would threaten the village so as to hold a large force between
him and the village?

mummmumwtorummhnoumm
below that. 1 did not sxamine that place to see if there were any
wickups in that point of timber or not = there might have been plenty
of those there - of that I kmow nothings

hnuumm::ihﬁlmooruiuhn&mmw
as to hol ahmromum.mldmmnuoum

d
l‘u'itlhk1t-n1ﬁth-umnn¢hum:muml¢mtm
tepees and take then rway. If they were very much annoyed they could
take them away.

Vhat

ummuhmtfomthymuhubnmuht
2ep. 19 Aid .
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Qe

Ae
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e

and the village to protect their farilies,

I think the Indians thought they had a pret ’
give any answer to the question, 7008 Wings Tiaws

¥ith the position in the timber with 8 or 900 Indian

s in the bottom
and being within 6 or 700 yards of the village, was it in such &
position as would hold an immense force of Indians between that force

and thelr famdlies in order to t
villege? prevent a sudden charge towards the

Yos, sirj and 1 think they had enough there to do it.

You think it would have a tendency to hold a force there .‘M
had that force there to do it? o

I think the 8 or 900 Indians was a very smell proportion of what they
had there,

State whother or mot, in the event you had succeeded in joining la jor
feno in the timber, would the position have been so threatening to
the village that it would have contributed to the success or safety
of Cens Custer in attempting an attack lower down.

It would not have made a partical of difference.

Do I understand the result would have been substantially the sanme
with his command?

Those 7 companies with the pack train would have been as completely
corralled as they were on the hill. OGeneral Custer would have had to
look out for himself the same as he did and how he did, you know,

State whether, in your opinion, the abandoning or leaving that position
by Major Hemo 41d mot emable the Indians that were confronting or
surrounding him there to go and attack or join in the attack upom

Gen, Custer's column.

Doubtless it d4id. I don't think they had any use for them down there
though,.

Go back to the hill and state about what time on the morning of the
26th the engagement was renewed by the Indians,

A% early day-light = about half past 3 o'elocke

#hat is your estimate of the mumber of Indians who began the attack
that morning? ' .

1 think they stayed there sll night, and as I said before, there
were picnic parties of regiments ready and wal ting to take the places
of the others. My belief was then, as it is now, that there was not
a foot of unoeccupied ground in that country. There were indians

everywhere. -
¥ithin what radius do you estimate they so occupled the ground?

m"-’.”
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A. From 12 feet to 1200 yarde,

Qe Dtate whether you examined the route Gen. Custer had taken or

was supposed to have taken, on the right bank of the river.

-‘mumttm‘lhuthrm.mnhnﬂnﬂ
cooley. htlthmmwmthomtmtothormtotm
muuu.mmmsotomma-rnun.

fe Did you examine what was supposed at that time to have been his trail?

r

On the morning of Gen. Terry's arrival. I asked for pernission to
saddle up my company and go over to the battlefield of Genera) Custer.
1 did so and followed down the gorge thinking that was the route
taken by Cen. Custer on the 25th of June, Now ! am satisfied that was
not his route but it was all cut up by horse tracks and pony tracks so
that it eould not de told from any other trail. That was the same
gorge the In‘ians rushed up when we arrived almost opposite it, when
we made our advance down the river. That gorge wms 50 to 60 or
:::mammuu-m bottom was irregular and cut up with
nes.

e FHow near do you think he came to the point B?

A+ The nearest body that was found was about six or eight hundred yards
from there.

% Did you go over his fleld of battle?
A. 1 did,

4 Give a deseription of it as far as it came under your observation -
following as near as you can the supposed route of Gen. Custer,

Ae I went over it carefully with a view to determine in my own mind
how the fight was fought, I arrived at ths conclusion then, as I
bave now, that it was a rout, a panic, till the last man was killed -

% there was no line formed - there was no line on the battlefield,

take & handful of corn and scatter it over the floor and

1lines = There were none, the only approach to a line

5 or § horses at equal distances like skirmishers.

5 or 6 horses there were 5§ or 6 men at about the same

tances showing that the horses were killed and the riders Junped

and were all heading to get whare Oen. Custer was. That was the
only approach to & line on the field, There were more than 20 killed
mnmﬂmihmmtwunnonm-nlnmam

space of 20 or 30 yards, That was the condition all over the fial @

s g
f 5
Ef
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e
making a stand? .

A+ Only where Gen. Custer was.
% Did you examine the position where Capt. Calhoun's body was found?

"L'-'on
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Ae

Ae
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Those were the 5 or 6 horses and men
his company, Ihuuumnm.x'”‘"" Those were of

How, with reforence to the point where Gene Custer's body was found,
mltmmthMﬂm,mwmmrmdhn'
revine tovards the river from there?

Yoo, sir,

How near the river were the bodies found?
Frobably within 50 to 75 yards.

State how many bodies wers found there.

If I eam not mistaken there were 22, They could not shoot out of
:.::mn.mtm cortal nly did nmot go into it to shoot out

Had the men been killed down in the ravine or at the edge of 1t?

Those men were killed, as 1 believe, by the Indians with stones and
e¢lube in that ravine, They were unarmed. I think they were wounded
men. The men had gone into the ravine, as the Indians say, poseibly
to hide.

Did the bodies of those men give any indication of what they had been
killed with?

I 414 not examine them at alls I rode along the ravim and looked
doxn. The bodies had been counted by others, I made no personal ex-
erination of them.

Tas there a ford there at the mouth of that ravine crossing to the
village?

1 could cross that river almost anywhere.

'y

Was there an Indian trail leading aercss there with the appmarance of
having been used by the Indians as a crossing? 4

There was a trail; 1 think probably a hundred yards or so above
that revine. I crossed and recrossed that river at so many places
that 1 am of opinion you eould cross it most anywhere.

1 understand in your opinion the route General Custer had taken is
not properly indiceted on the map.

r“. ‘!'o
Had you not until recently been of opinion tl_ut it was properly in-
dicated?

Yes, sirj but I newer could account for the faot that there were nodead
bodies at that ford; if he had gone down to the river and been attacked
there, there must have been some horses and men killed there, but

'ﬁol-’.“
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there were none. There was a white lorse a 1ittle distance below
that ford whieh I nlm"ultnthﬂthuptmutofno
misery = he was wounded lying in a pool of mud and water, Immediates

nuwluorturhmmmmuumlmcmhﬂ-
ing over a bough that protruded from a desd stump,

State, lfmnn.hotnmucmlcummhthtfmah
passing down, !

I don't hink he came within three furlongse
Did you find many dead horses on the field? .

1 counted seveanty.
Were they the horses of the 7th Cavaliy?

They were the horses of those 5 companies and the:e were the bodies
of two Indian ponies there,

Were thers any evidences %o your mind on visiting that field that at
any time during the fight there the horses had been turned loose so
as to have every available man for resistance?

I think in all probability that was done, each man turning his om horse
loose without any order,

Do you think there could have been no orders given as to the security
and safety of the camand by the officers so as to have every avsi lable
man for resistance?

I think there might have been a great many commands given, but I

Did you go over the ground occupied by the hostile village?

Only partially - When I went over it, it was in the night and I did,
pot go through but a small part of it in the daytime,

Could you form any estimate from that as to its size and extent ar as
to the ground it covered?

mmmu:rm-nuuummnnxmrmho
higheet point of land on the opposite side of the river and that was,
that 1t was e village between 3 and 4 miles long.

What numbers of warriors do you estimate to a lodge, taking your
estimate of the number of lodges as a basia?

It is different - Sometimes there are 4, sometimes 5, and sometims,
xuum.uuuuv-rmuu-um-mnmmmuu-
irregular, secording to the strength of a family - the same with Indians
as with white people. :

'.lol-’.“
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G« In reference to that parti
it contained 1800 lodges? eulsr village you gave your estimate that

Ae You can have it 4 or S or 6 or 7,

3 You think it ranges from 4 to 70

Ao !hl.llr.

G Did you see that village move away on the 26th of June?

Ae I 414,

Qe What time in the day with respect to sunsett

A. They commenced moving about sunset and they were in sight till darkness

% hat was the size of that village and how fer away did you see it?

As It was in a straight line about U miles and I think it was at least

- & miles long and half a mile wide, as densely packed as animals could
be =« They had an advance guard and platoons formed and were in a
mrmmmummnam-m

%« Did that appear to be the entire village?

As It wan the entire village.

QUEST IONS BY MAJOR RENO

Qs How long have you been a soldier?

A. Since the lst day of September 1861.

Q. BState whether at any time during those sngagements which have been
here considered, you saw any ovidences whatever of cowardice on the
part of Major Remo? -

A None whatever,

Q% State whethor at any time during those different engagements you found
1t necessery to caution him with reference to the exposure of his
person?

" la‘.ﬂil‘o

U VWhen was that and under what circumstances?

A. It was after water had been secured and at the time in question I was
engaged in throwing up rifle pits. '

%  Where was Major Remo and for what reason did you caution him?

m..-,.“
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I eautioned him to be careful how he was tanding around there
front of that point as there were wlhyq.mu; there Mtgo

Was the firing heavy or light?

The firing was irregular,

1 refer to that particular time.

A% that particular time I don't think it vas very heavy,

Go back to the time you received the order from Gemeral Custer to

separate yourself from the entire cormand and state whether there

was any order given to you to unite at any time with Major Reno's
columne

Neither with Major Remo nor with anyone else.

State whether it was any part of the plan which you were pursuing
that there should be any uniom between yourself and Major Heno,

There was no plan at all,
¥hat were your orders”
Valley ht_lu ad infinitum,

State for what reason you returned from the direction you had deen sent.

Because 1 thought I would be needed at the ridge.

You acted on your own jJudgrent in returning to the point where you met
Ma jor Remo?

Entirely.

How far were you separated from Major feno st the time you reached the
greatest distance in the direction you were moving?

Fossibly 15 miles.

¥ith what repidity did Trumpeter Martin come with the order you have
given in evidence”

Not rapidly - at a Jog trot.
ind told you the Indians were fleeing?

Skedaddling.

BhnatﬂntnummwmnmrmmmhmM.
and from that to the point where you Joined him,

I moved at a trot from that point 111 I joined ks jor Renos

State at what gait the last two miles were?

Vol, 2 « p, 25
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It was a trot all the way through from the Gen, |
time I left
mlxmumm.wth.tmnmwummmm ?

You fixed the nusber of Indians about iajor Hemo at 900 to 10007
About 900, I think,

State whether in any arrengesent or plan that ¥a Renc would adopt
for the defense in the timber, umltluthlzmytahhh
know that you were to join him or had been so ordered before he could
place any dependence upon that fact?

I should think s0, ms a matter of course. |

he
AL T T
Certainly not,
At the time he was in the timber were you firing?
I don't know when he was in the timber,

A% the time you saw the skirmish line at the edge of the timber were
you firing or not? !

No, sir; they were too far from me,

Where was the pack traim at thet time?

I judge about 7 miles back -« it was out of sight at any rate.

Between Major Remo and your column and the pack train there was a river?
¥hen I saw Major Femo he was on the same side of the river as 1 was,.

Atthu-mmth-m.nunthtmmrimmm
your column and his and between him and the pack train?

m. ."‘

About how far from the ford 4 4id you receive your order from Lieut,
Cook?

About two miles,

How far from the ford A did you receive your first orders from Gen.
Custer?

mputomldtm“hnmn. it is hard to say; 1
mnmnontn-uun.umtuu.

About how far from that tepee where you found the deed warrior was it
Mhmmmmtuomruumﬂﬂ:mhmlhﬂ
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lost
The only company I saw was the grey horse company and they were on a
fast gallop « They could have gone down there in an hour and three
quarters or two hours at the farthest.

In reference to the distance, how far do you suppose the command of
General Custer was from the tepee at the time you lost sight of the

* 1 could not tell -« it might have been 5 or 6 miles or more,

You were not in sight at the time the column reached the tepee?

I could not see that columm and I think it was impoesible for them to
808 Mo,

Was any order aftervards sent to you to join Major Hemo or to assist hisf
Never,

The order sent to you was to join Gen, Custer and assist him?

By Trumpeter Martin was the omly ome 1 got.

Do you kmow what was the size of Najor Reno's command?

Vhen I left I did not know he had one.

The division had not been made into battalions for ¥ajor Remo?

No, sir; 1 don't think he now it at the time I left, When I passed he
asked where 1 was going - I said I was going to the left with instrue-
tions to pitch into anything 1 came across.
!'hm’u-'orihhrmlemo.nmm?

Yes, sirj the time I met him there.

After he returned from the timber?

Yeos, sir,

Do you know whether Major Remo Mﬁdﬂ-m&tmrﬁh
pack train? '

I think so. uu.muon.mlmucu.

mc'.’,l’

Gk



Q. How far down the river was the
> Sinat furthest point reached by any eompany

A. About half a mile below that highest point,

Q. Gtate what efforts, if any, that command made to inform Gen. Custer

or his conmand of your pod ti
e OF Shut Bt on by planting guidons or flags or any-

A+ The troops were by file on a line of river bluffs and as I have stated
another company was formed at right angles on another ridge. I planted
a guidom at the highest point that looked over that country, Some of
the officers say that the battlefield was in sight but I know positives
ly that it was not, having gone over it two or three times since.

Qe State whather at that highest point you saw any evidences of fighting
or heard the sounds of any firing.

A. I saw mo such evidences nor heard any firing.
& That was the purpose of placing the guidon on that high point?

A. To present an object to attract the attention of Oen, Custer's command
Af it was in sight.

Qe Then in your opinion his camand was then alive?
As 1 thought so,

4 As fer as your knowledge extends did anyone in that command imegine
ti11 Gen. Terry came up that Gen, Custer and his command were not alive?

A+ Not a soul, sir,

know for
equipped

QG Bad there been sny reason in military history as far as
m\mmmtinoftmdulwumt
l_lmymn ]

¥

Ae In my mind there had been.

s

Fhere?

3

At the battle of the Washita.

e Mtthtmtnnmtolulhhmumlhmn
the entire destruction of Oen, Custer's command?

A, Not that I know of.

e mntmnntnu-uoaormnuormw-ux—n-
mmmmmmummamm

A:  That was the first we heard.
e u,tomtth-mmnunlymomtorhhnw
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QW mmbr&mmmmwornn 1
where General Custer was, did he not? 5111 he said he did not know

As Y"..b.

Q@  Did you exanmine that point in the river marked B?

A Several times,

Qs Does it present any obstacles to crossing?

A+ It was badly cut up with buffalo tracks and

: bask 4% Jas & 184l g pony tracks and on the

Q. State 1f the command could not have used it for a crossing.

ie Certainly.

Gs Vas it not as easy for that purpose as the point A where ¥ajor hemo
crossed? "

Ae uite as good I think, though I did4 not attempt to cross at the ford
A anéd do not know how the crossing was there,

Ge On which side of the river was that white horse you killed?

A. He was on the right bank,

% State if a commanding officer in the position in whiech Ma jor Reno found
himself, having just retired with only a fow minutes time to make pre-
parations to meet the advancing Indians, with no time to make plans be-
fore they had to be received by his comrand; state whether under circume
stances of that kind, ¥Najor Hemo was not necessarily compelled to look
largely for assistance and counsel and to entrust largely the giving of
orders to the company officers who sssisted him?

A. As a matter of course, sir,

% Was 1% poesible under the firing such as you there experienced with the
short amount of time at your disposal to make preparations to meet the
attack of the Indians, for Major Hemo to give all the orders?

A It was impossible. |

o munzwummummumnummn
of his brother officers and entrust very much of the management of the
action to them?

4+ 1 think so.

% Then the kind of defense he was compelled there to make was conducted
according to different rules than a defense behind artifical emtremch-
ments?

A+  The reasoning would be the same.

dca
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With regard to the 1

of Genoral Custer's meorr ., tise you heard firing from the direction

8 battlefield as it was afterwards ascertained to be.
I heard none,

mamnmmrmmmrumhn
any intimation whatever
that any engagement was taking place at any point lower down the river?

I 41d note

From your examination of the country where you found the bodies and
from the position in which the bodies were found, and from your esti-
mate of the number of Indians you saw in and around that country,

what nmopm-m».lmnn-mmton.w-
column made,

1 can scarcely form an idea of that. It might have been 15 mimmtes
or half an hour or an hour,

Do you think it was the latter time?
Not more than that.

According %o your judgment would it not have been consideradly under
that time? :

if I were guess 1 should say about an hour,

When the command returned from the advance down the stream was it driven
back by Indians?

Yeou, sir.

inld it have been possible in your judgment to have had any commmica-
tion with Gen, Custer that night even if anybody hed known where he was?

It might have been attempted - I don't think it could have been made.

The village was about 6 or 700 yards from the timber whare Ma jor Remo
was?

I think sbout that and, as I said a part of the village may have been
in that timber and I not know it.

State if Major Feno was threatening the Indians or the Indians threaten-
ing Mejor Remo?

Decidedly the lattermy.

mrumcmntnomdu.mhmmmormuan
very severe was it not?

Pretty hot.



Q. mmmﬂ,mmmn.kwn
hi1l where Major Hemo was? when you reached the top of the

A It was out of sight - I don't know how far. I think at least 7 miles.
G Major Heno sent back word by Lieut. Mare to hurry it up?
Ao lNot immediately « When it came in sight he sent him back,

4, [How long before you were sent to the left was it that Gen. Custer said
he did not belleve thers were any Indians in that country?

Ac We had marched 8 or 10 miles,

% at time in the morning, if it was in the moming, and what day was 1%?

As The Iﬂ}d’:ﬂ. It was after 12 o'clock when 1 started off by Lieut,
fallace's watche I had a wateh which was wound but I 4id not look at it
that whole day or the next, though I wound it on the night of the 25th,

G« That time that day was it that Cen, Custer said when the officers were

together that he did not believe the reports about the presence of
Indians?

A. About 10 o'elock.

% That conversation, if any, did you heur on the part of officers of the
command on the night of the 25th or the day of the 26th, as indicating
any mowledge of where Gen. Custer was?

A« It wmas the bdelief of the officers on the hill that Gen, Custer had gone
to Gen, Terry, and we were abandoned to our fate.

QUESTIONS BY THE RTCORDER,

G Did not Najor Remo know that you had gone to the left with your column
in the direction you have described?

A+ He 414, dut he 414 not know what orders I had,

‘_“l

State whether it is customary for a commanding officer in sending off any
mun-muw.rorm-punmuuMuu
%o the other off icers of the command the purpose for which that detachment

of the command was sent,

A  If those commands are t0 co-operate 1 should think it was very important.

W Nhhm-ttuzzh“mtﬂwmnﬂlmmu
your knowledged

A  Not that I Xnow of.
| % Mltmlﬂmt.ul“ltndfﬂmtutw.hmmt
be should be then informed what orders were given to you, not being him=
self placed in command of a separate detachment.

mo.-,,.n
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1 don't imow that 1t would,

“mxlwwm left and Major Remo had kept mther straight
now thet you wer- still to his left and rear and

mam.-hroumn.u...... .
have any roason %o believe the mtn”:.u when you joined 188 Would he

"Omm“h"Wmuhumm

te 1 scarcely knew wiat
1 had to do, and how could Major

iy hantine. Heno have known, 4s I sald, I was

mtlmmhmat.m.rmthmtnnhmmm

eolumns and the route taken
“hu“-wh-‘:{’?ﬁ'm. whether or not Major Remo would

He had no right %o expect any sssistance whatever from me.
State how that is the case,

If there had been any plen of battle, enough of that plan would have
been communicated to me, so thet I would have known what to do under
certain circumstances. Not having done that I do not believe there was
any plane In Gen. Custer's mind there was a belief that there were mo
Indiansor any village,

Would there be any necessity for a plan of battle, not kmowing where they

I 8o 2ot knowe 1 was sent off to hust wp some Indians.

Was it:not true from the mature of your instructions that you were going
the left and if you found any Indians to d rive them down that way?

g

-

was to piteh into them and let him kmow, and then I expected him to
come dack to me., And if I had found them the distance would have been
80 t that we would have been wiped out before he could get to us.

F

general features of the country such that you would natural-
to the right, as you did?

y ug
§ i
- :'
1

bave gone in &s straight a line as the country would
way to Yort Benton on that line. !

E
g

would it have taken you to have joined ¥ajor Remo's command
+ the pack train with you from the time you were in the vicinity

ii; :

ng?
mxnuivdomulnuthum.lmulmnhn
had to weit an hour and @ quarter for them to come up. I eertainly eould
nthnq.uma-‘-mwgomuam-m“-mtm
already been sent for them.

What was the distance from there to Major Reno's position?

From that tepee to Ford "A" was about four miles and a half and from the
ford "A" to where Yajor Hemo was, was aboul two miles.

i

Where would you have made your halte

Vol, 2«p, 32
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M*mlm-&bmtmrwrmthmhm,‘u-. \

\.

uummmnunmtmmmde"

firing have directed you on 1 his
S CiTte your line of mareh without any apupl

I 4id not hear any firing till I got right at the ford "a" “L..
paw and heard it both, nmwmnluummluutmnw:
in demolishing about 13 men as I thousht on tle skirmish line.

vhat appeared to be a skimmish line?

It was; they were separated at intervals - were not together
Indians were charging and re-charging through them, - Jilans

Was that before or after or during Vajor Remo's retreat, if know or
ecan form any judgnent, " -

1 suppose they bhad retreated and those were wiat were left, and could
pot get their horses or they would have been with the command,

Describe that guidon you spoke of, and how far it could be seens

It could not be seen as far as the horses. It might attract attention
by its fluttering or by the point of brass on the end, though the horses
would be more noticeable objects than the guidon.

mmmmtmmmuummmnthu-nm
bqthrlmu‘hfonitnhrbduihm

1 don't know how manyj there were 6 or 8 or 10 wounded, There no ae-

cessions to them just thenj there were afters

In moving down and back were there eny additionmal caswl ties”

!m«wm»m;xu-nﬂthatmorcnhnuu'a_
men was killed and left there.

The witness then retired.

Then at 2 o'ecloek I'.M. mom.amrmwmnmo'mm

m. ’*. u. .n”.

19th day.
Chi cago, Illinois
¥onday, February 3, 1879, 10 i
The court met pursuant to adjournmente
Presest

Colonel John H, King,
9th Infantry.

“b..’..

o Wale

P a——————



Colonel Wesley Merritt,
Sth Cavalry

Lieut, Col, W, B, mu.
34 Cavelry

Recorder
18t Lieut, Jesse M, Lee

Ad jutant 9th Infantry,
Maje Mo A, Feno and his Counsel was also present.

mMulofthhnmm'mmm.M

Captain F, ¥. Benteen, 7th Cavalry, having been recsl led the
necorder, testified n; follcws:- ’ . -

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER,

Qe you be positive that the officers’' ecalled by orderly as you have
,testified was not made before 10 o'clock on the morning of the 2Sth of

A. I don't think it was before 10 o'eclocks I think it was about 10,

other than you have stated, if so what,

A. 1 think you're a little mixed on that. I think you have refereme to

|
‘I i« State if there was anything passed between yourself and General Custer
|
i officers' call on the 224 of June.

G 1 am referring to officers' call by orderly on the moming of the 25th
concerning which you have testified already.

| A+ The only thing he said to me that I have not stated "Colonel, you have
‘ the advance”. ‘

Qe How many orders did you receive from General Custer on leaving his eolumm
that day?

A Three, including the one received at the hands of Trumpeter Martinj
thumwmm.mwmmthmnl
| the written order by Trumpeter lartine

e mmrmtmmmummnmmxww
mmupuormuum-uutua.mmma.u
found?

A, Yot at all. The orders through the Chief Trumpeter and Sergt. Vajor
were somethings he forgot to tell me when he started off as the eolumn

was then in plain sight of me.

S  Wan the order received from General Custer to send him word if you
Mmmﬁm“auumtmummommtuua
not imow the exaet location of the hostile village?

- Vol, 2.
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He did not believe there was a village there according to my bel fef,

Was or was not the orders eviden

umm:unuummuuuummutmm-s
as far as practicable to cooperate in engaging or attacking the Indians?

As & matter of course,.

mmtwulhuu&uymmmwlmhwn

of Indians would it not be the duty of the h
o Stity (e Cihat ¥y cne which found the Indians

Certainly.

Did you mot receive such motification from General Cus
of Trumpeter Martin? WA 9

I received an order to “come on - be quick, big village - bring packs.
Ering packe”. He then had found, Iuﬁ;onyh:roﬂmtoﬁu
w-mnuummtmomcmna-mcm-m

State at what time of the day, if you had any means of knowing ro-
ceived that order from Genmeral Custers -

It was about & o'eloeck,.

From the tenor of the order you received was it or was it not mm ifest
that Genersl Custer expected you would be found on the trall within
communicating distance of the pack train?

It was not evident to me for it was evident to me that he could not have
expected any such thing from the orders I started out with, He could not
have possidly known where to have found me according to my belief, within
10 or 15 miles. My going back there was providential or accidental or
whatever you may be pleased to ]
t

From the order sent to you a
was it not manifest that he expec
diestance of the packtrain?

™m
t time to be quick and bring the packs
tod you would be within communicating

Imhhlrmlvhtnhlnnnuturudnmwdn,
m-tuummupnmhnndlptthuuwlmnlmll.-
I could not possibly tell what he may have thought., If 1t is a guess,

1 can guees dut how close I will be I don't kmow,.

Have you no opinion to express on the matter?

I have nONe other then I have told.
hmmmutuommaom1mwmmm
from his column or after, that induced you to believe that you were not

% join or come up with the columm in the avent that you found no Indians?

1 don'¢ think Genaral Custer would have told me that he would have known
that I would come upe

= ’ k. ‘f



Qo State whether any reasonable construction of the orders you did re-

colve would be that you were to go "Valley hunting ad infinitum” with
reference to your separation from his columm,. -

4. 1 might have gone on 20 miles in a streight line without finding a

unq.mlllmhahﬁ.ﬂrﬂnuqmulduntﬂu
Mmhmlmhpummnnq. e

Q. Would that be a reascnable interpretation of that order?

ie Those were the axact orders. No interpretation at sll. I at least had

:-:authomduuq. I don't know what stream is next west of
.

G In snswer to a question by Maj, Hemo as to what were your orders, you
stated "Valley hunting ad iafinitum”, Do you mean that was the order
| or the conclusion of your own mind,

A. That is the way I would like to have it, That is the way I understood
it. I understood it as rather a serseless order. We were on the main
trall of the Indians, there were plenty of them on that treil, we had

:
&
-
it
:
:
:
a
:
:
s
g
£
:

Q. Were those facte which you now state known at that time?
A. Not about Gemeral Crook's fight, we could see the trail, -

Ae He told me, pointing to & line of bluffs, to go to that line of bluffs
wttrm;huntuofﬂmwtﬁ!n.n-urtumxmutm
line of bdluffs. 1 was to follow with the battalion; he was simply the
lmmrdnliflu-lmmthtumnlmu:htnuof

bluffs, to piteh into them and send word back to him at once then an
m:—aunmcnmmmmuurcmmmnm
firet 1ine of bluffs, to go to the second line, and I tw

' ing to

Su3 the pltehing 1n Businees Svailey huheing, to o 38 the first valley
and if there were no indians in the first valley to go on

valley, 1 supposed the “reporting” and "pitehing in" were sequem s,

M.t.’.“

L:LL,I



Whieh valley did you go to?
1 saw no valley,

Did you not come to the valley of the L1ittle Big Horn?

E e r e

No, sire I 414 not see it ti11 o
seo the river t111 I got ..Inutothormu and did not

€

Could General Custer at the time he

gave you the order to move to
the left have known enough about the formation of the country to
have given you special instructions so as to regulate every movement?

No, sir. I think not and I don't think be thought it necessarye.

That matter was left discretionary with you in & great measure?
r... sir.

Py

State whether or not in bearing to the right to strike the main
trail you complied with the instructions he hed given you.

It was scarcely a compliance,
Did you cmsider it a violation of his instructions?
I must say I did,

erecr

State whether the successive orders you received from General Custer
after leaving his command indicated that he @id not expect you to
be beyond reasonable cawmnicating distance from him and that he ex-
pected to control your movements as far as possible.

Ae If I hed went to the first valley and found nothing as I would not as -
1 know now and had gone on to the second valley I would have been 25
miles away I don't know where I would have been as it was I was certain-
1y too far %o cooperate when he wanted me, ;

Qe Could either yourself or General Custer at t!at time have known what
was behind that line of bLluffs without sending someone to aseertain?

A. He could have found out by following the trail he was on.

Ge When you met Trum-eter Martin did he report to you on which side of
the river Gensral Custer's column was?

A. Not at that time, He did after we had reached that highest point. At
the figure "Y". He then pointed out the place from which he had been

sent baeck, _
Did you ast him at the time you first met him?

P

As  No, sir. Vis language conveyed the impressicn to me that they were
h.pa;idn of the village, that the Indians were all skedaddling,
to use his own words.

% State at what gaint your column had been moving from the time you left
General Custer till you reccived that order at the hands of Trumpster
¥artin,.

Vol, '-’o”n
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gait was increased as we wers going as fast we could
but I gave the commmnd trot « I don't think it
% at all. Martin has testified that I sent him dack %o
1

d1d no mueh thinge If he went back to the pack train
he went there of his own sceard,

it
2
B2
;

May you not at that time have said something about the pack?
1 414 not esk him about the packs or send him to them,

May you mot have said something in his hearing by which he may have been
honestly mistaken in the matter?

1 think not.

¥hat evidence have you in addition to your opinion that Cencral Custer did
not believe there were Indians in the valley before you left?

@nly his own statements - nothing else.

hmthhkhmlmmfomdnphnornuﬁutntm;un.
what grounde have you for thinking so?

lm.ﬂorhmthmn-mmmmmxuuuhhh-
mummugn:ntumumummummmm
left. u-pmor.tm--mntmmunuummmu
hmm.mnmtnmnymtu-mumwmmm
rear and not from the front.

ba mtocmnmjoxulnnjormnmnn. neither youre
:-ul:;.;:;rmuamm-wornmmmmm W .
I am not correet, please correct me,

That is exactly correct.
mmmmmmomhthntorthostm

nmmmxum-utuozmudooru.mmwum
vigorous and well armed.

‘:j:u- 3



Then the movement down the stream
far as you know, hﬂmmumw.-

‘)

A« 1 thought it was General Custer's command when
mﬂlﬂluchMMMMupr:i::’:::;o“.‘I

Go 1 vefer to the time you joined Major Kemo on the hill,
Ae Then I knew 1t because I asked where General Custer was.

3 Then did the movement down the stream from t
Genesal Ousterer Ms here have any reference %o

A. I wanted to know where he was.

G At the time you showed Major Remo the order which Trumpeter Martin brought
did he send for Trumpeter Martin and interrogate him as to where he had
last seen General Custer's command?

A, Not that I know ofs Martin was his orderly trumpeter and I don't know
what he said to him.

Q. State how far the pack train was back at the time you received the order

Ae I think 1t was about 7 miles.

» Fow far were you at that time from the place you watered your horses at
the morass? :

A., That is where 1 thought the pack trein was still I think it was 7 miles
from the burning tepee to the morass and I supposed that the packa were
still at the morass stuck in the suds I bhave no doubt 20 or 30 more
mules went head over heels intc that morass.

Qe It was your impression they had remained there while you went that
distance?

A« I thought s0, and as it turned out I was preity nearly corrsect.

Ce Mmmumiun&uhamsmmeumpaulh
was when you met Maj. Reno? :

A+ I can state positively it was not in sight and to the best of my belief
1t was & miles and & half from the burning tepes %o Major feno's
position on the hill. The paek train was not in sight and therefore

more than 43 miles away.

‘% Then state how much time intervened from the time you met Wajor Remo $111
mnmmmnmmtn-utm /

A It was cver an hours

e Mmo&ﬁwﬁ.ﬁruﬂvﬂwdﬁtﬂuy“m“ﬂmm
noticed them?

ol 225, 20 “
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them
saw wu:. I 414 not want any emmunition and was mot particular-

&
B

When Trumpeter Martin met you, you said he ot
how far had you observed his gait? as moving ot a Jog trot

-

did not kmow 1% wae until he emme to me., I '
trotted all the way, Gou’S know that Mo Jog

How far away 4id you observe him?
That is hard to tell - probably a mile and a half. That was an

irreguler broken country. I could see him on the ridges and then he would
go down and 1 could not see him, "

As far as you Savw him was thet the habitusl gait he was going?

I think 1t was. I will acoredit him with 1t at least.

You have stated that the place Major Reno left in the timber wms a
number ond place. Vas it not a better place for Major Hemo's command
than the position on the hill, in your judgment?

1 think it was a great deal bdetter,

I believe you have testified that the conduct of lajor Remo om the hill
was all right. Has that as far as you remember been your opinion all
the time since that battle,

I think so sir, I think so sir, I have not changed my opinion about
that battle very much.

Have you changed it in any respect in regard to Major Hemo's conduct?
Not at all.

HRefresh your memory and state whethor or not you have expressed to any
of flcer-or officers of the Army any adverse opinion in regard to Major
Feno's conduct in that dattle. ;

1 have never done it, sir,

State whether or not you were on amicable terms with General Custer om
the 25th of June, 1876,

1 was as anjeable then as I ever was with hime
mmmumnnumxmumumtw

The same as they ever wore.
mmmu.puormmnuormmm“-m

Ma jor Remo objected to this mtuh entirely outside the scope of
the inquiry. -

The Recorde:r said as Major Remo has gone into some matters whieh

G0



mum-nnmmamurmmxumnu

proper to Mn:u *hat the relstions of this witness were with

The Court then, without being ¢leared, sustained %he objection

of Major Remnoe

e

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR KENO,

At&mnmmmmmtmmmumu was in
”mpntlhpmrmthlnstmtm’umhf:‘m

General Custer. I wish you in justice to yourself to state whether
that was not the direction in whieh you afterwards found Major Heno.

I did not find the rirst valley and therefore did not to the second
htn“hthtnﬂhmultmm!muh.:nﬂmm 4

I had ascertained more about that country than General Custer and his
Adjutant knew,

General Custer was a stranger as far as you knew to the country bdefore
you?

The ecountry before us was pretty much the same as it had been the day
befores W%We had been following the trail the day before and not departe
ing from it.

Your departure from the instructions you received was in your returning
to the place shere you met Ma jor Feno and from which General Custer could
expect your suppo t?

My idea was there was more for me to do on the trail that there was
fighting going on or would be going on on the trail and thet I had
better go batk and help them. I thought thet I had gone far enough
and that I would be needed on the treil,

¥as there any limitation, verbal or writtem, in regard to the distance
you should go in the direction you were sent?

No limitations, only as $o the valleys.

That limitstion was to consist in finding the second valleykhich
you did not find?

Yes ’ .u.

It was your duty also to bring up the packs?

4 8411 I got the order through Truspeter ¥artin. It was ny duty
r 1 recoived that order. -

mmmummamuuuwnhmmmuu-mmt
night for the pack train to come up?

Yﬂ. oire
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State at what point you and

Ty
Where $he 700ps fought Jor Hemo met, How far from the hill

that night, end in what direction from it
Probably 1 or 200 yards. 1 don't know how far he rode out to meet mee
You were alone in advance of the column?

Yes, sir.

State where, in your judgment, the Indians which estimate at 900 that
mmlbnthjcﬁmhu-m.mtﬂxm-numnm

The Indians were there some 11ttle time after we were together on the
un.

What length of time were they there?

I ean't tell, perhaps half an hour or an hour. I don't think they all
left at any time,

State where, in your judgmeny those that 4id leave, went.
I think they went down the river towards that ford and stationed them-

selves in the canon and would have given us a kindly welcome had we gone
there,

Do you think the purpose of the Indians who were assailing Major Reno
in the bottom was to assail him if he came down the river?

I think they thought he would not come across the plain again.

Do you think they intended to ambush him?

I kmor it.

M.ﬁtnwlwumu.nium

It was good generalship if they could induce him to go into the gorge.

D14 the position of the bodies on the Custer battlefield indicate a
battle or a rout?

It indicated that the officers did not die with their companies -« Only
thyee officers were found with their companies - that shows that they
they 414 not fight by companies. All the officers except Col. Xeogh,
Capt. Calhoun and LS. Crittenden were on the line with Generdl Custer.

Would that e the faet if the command was overwhelmed while making a
stand?

I think note
QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDERe

You have stated that the position of tde bodies was to be compared with
scattered corm. OState whether in a chamge againet an enemy the position
of the dead bodies are in a line or scatterel.

'il.l-’.“
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Ae Seattered.

QUESTIONS BY MAJUS XaNo,

Q it..t::’nulhn-ehamummummuﬂmmcun

A. It was thelir business to do so.

% Would they not have died as muech ou ‘
protesticn 65 the men themselves? tside of any enclosure or means of

A. There is 1o Toyal roud to death in a charge,

Je Otate in what position the officers including Genersl Custer and those
about him were found, whether in such positions as indicated they died
in a charge or in attenpting to make resistance on foot.

A, They were in such position, at least as indicated they had not died in
a charge.

¥as there a cirele of dead horses about them?

f)

A. DNot a line, the are of a circle,

JUESTIONS BY THE KECORDER
4« You state that with the exeeption of three officers, the officem were
. mot found with their com aniesj were the bodies of all the officers
ever found there?
A W0, sir. I stated with thet exeeption.
Ge What officers were missingithat were never found?
A+ Dr. Lord, Lt. Porter, lisut, Harrington and Lt, Sturgls.

G Do you mean that the officers whose bodies were not found &ié mot die
with their comranies?

A. 1 mean to say on that field there were three officers killed with their
conpanies - the others were together on the hill. If they bad lines
the officors would have died with the men.

um:mummmnmuungmrmuﬁa
command attacked by an overwhelming foree of Indians?

he Lines ocould have been formed, but lines were not formed, They probably
bad not time %o form lines, I think possibly that is the just conelusion.

".‘J

% ¥Was 1% evident that those officers that were found together had all
been killed thers or might mot some of them been taken there wounded,

A+ I think they were all killed there.
% Do you thimk none were taken there wounded?
A They might have been wounded and gone thore, I can't arrive at thate

E “-l-...a. I Qud
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T™he wiwmess then retired,

Lieut. ¥. 5. Ddgerly, 7th Cav., « witness called by the Necorder and
being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, testified as follows:

QESTIONS BY THE HECONDED,
Je State your name, renk and regiment and where serving.

A, Winfield 5, Edgerly, lst lisutenant, 7th Cavalry, serving at Fort
Abraham Linceln, Dakota Territorye

o-*thwmmammmlﬁhnorm. 1876, where,
with what cormand and under what Cormending Off1 cer?

i.‘.‘

Ae I was under the command of Gen, Custer, serving as 24 Lieutenant in
Captain Welir's Company, Dy on the divide between the Fossbud and little
Big Born Rivers and in afterncon of that day on the banks of the Little
Big Horn under la jor Reno. x

Were you under command of Capt. Beuteen that day?

‘.)

A. Yes, sirj from the time it separated from Genoral Custer's ecolumn until
we joined Major Reme on the afternoon of that day.

Qe Where was the division intc battalions, by whose order, and who were
officers placed in command. !

i After moving over the divide between the 1ittle Dig Horm and the Hosebud,
b General Custer gave the cormand to halt. I happened to be close to him
| at the time, riding with Capt, Benteen and Capt. Velr snd saw Adjutent
Cook and Gen. Custer dismount and make the division into hthll::: as
I supposed, with 11 and paper and then they were announced, |
mm'momcmuhomu, that Captain Benteen would
have Compenies %, D and ¥ and one battalion o Capt. Keogh, and one to
Mhtu.udccpuumntnhoummhthm
guard,

State what orders were siven to the battalion commanders at that time.

&

A Capt, Deuteen was ordered to move to the left et about an angle of forty-
give degrees and to pitch into anything he came to and ke jor Teno's orders
mhnnmmunnmﬂatﬁunﬂuuhmw-thnm
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all the oxders I heard.

Was lajor llenc present when the orders were given to Cspt. Benteen?
1 think not,

State If you know of the effective force of Captain Benteen's columm?
I think about 125 men,

Do you know about the effeetive strength of \ajor Neno's column?
About the same,

From that polat of separation describe the march of Capt. Denteen's
columm up to the time it jolned ¥a jor Reno's command on the hill and
state everything that transpired during that mareh that eame to your
knowledge.

Ve moved off in the direction ordered. 1 judge in adout a mile distant
we came %o very high bluffs, Captain Beateen sent Liecut, Gidbson to the

no Indiens, We skirted along under those bluffs and I think Lieut,
Gibson went to the top of the bluff four times while geing about six
miles. One time when he came back, a messenger came with an order to
Captain Beuteen from Cen. Custer, but ! don't know what {t was, Ve went
on about two miles further or rmore whea another messenger came and spoke
to Capt, Benteon, Then we kept on and from that time made nc further
to the left as the reports from Lieut, Cibson were every
eountry was very broken and no Indians to be seen, Ve
skirting the hills and finally into the valleyj there
tweon us and the valley the pack train was going
to the watering place which was about 7 or
started, which was about half way to whare we
watered our horses hurriedly there and went om.

T
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hen we about & mile Trumpeter Yartin came along with the
written messaze to Captain Benteen, signed by Lieutenant Cook as idjutant
for Gen. Custer. That order was shown to Capt, Weir and myself, It was
to the effect We bave struck a big village, hurry up and bring up the
pack and signed by . %. Cook, and then & P, S. "Bring up *he packs”,
The resark was made by some one, either by Capt. Veir or nyself, that he
ﬂllm”lbumtuhpmmmksuuﬁ.mm‘s
there and would bring them up. There was no balt or delay but wo went
u.wt.htmwﬂmmmnhhnm ibout u mile or two
from there we cems $0 & lone tepee burning ~ 4As this command moved along
Capt. Benteen and myself looked into it and saw a dead Indian in it,
%e then went to the head of the columm sgain - after we passed that
m-lmxmnuetrtomﬂsmnnhhmauafm
foud were our own seouts watching the result of the dattle, I supposed
at the time they were hostiles. Yhen we came %o within about a mile
#Ihnlh}ormmnoﬂmﬂmmidmnmm-
we could pot see whother they were Indians or white men, About half a
mommmodunmnmotmnm”mm Sore
mﬂlwmlmm-munuqutw.ht
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doubtful way. We went on towards the cross

Indian seout named Half Yellow Fuce and he M‘::':.';'u
mmtnﬂudldn.mthlmaumulﬂrlunurm
the bottom. YNone of them did us any harm, A few of the bullets struck

at our horses feet, Ne went up about half
o %09 of the MI1 WINh Mo omant, | 0 04 Fmd i N

g How long was it after leaving General Custer befors the direct
- of Capte Dentoen's column was %0 the right. i -

A I Judge he chamged direction about six miles after we started down the
valley after going inte the hillas, :

Q mu"huta‘ Gen. Custer's column could you see the direction of iis

Ae No, sirj I could not see hlim in ten minutes after he left,

&« State iIf any message was sent back to Cen. Custer in regard to whet had
been seen or not seen in and mbout that country?

Ae 1 “.' m.

%« Do you remember on that march of a non-commissioned officer saying some-
thing about the pack train, and if so, what did he sey?

As A sergeeant of C Company came back from Gene Custer's command and gave
Gen, Custer's compliments to Capt. Benteen and he wanted him to bring
up the packs, Capt. Denteen said he thought he had made a mistake, that
Capt. WeDougall was in charge of the pack train and showed him the place
and he went.

Yas that before or after Trumpeter Martin came wp?

e

It was before.

e hmmmsuhﬂinmu.mnmnlmnnunm
cane

A It think it was & little before we got to the watering place. It was scme
1ittle time before Trumpeter Martin came up.

'c;. hmulmmmanmulnunuluﬂummm”
you struck the trail again?

1mwn-nmmuqua-muunh.mmunq.
You made a eircuit of about how much?

Probably fourteen milese

mnrmmnqu-rr-mmumumormmucr
Gen. Custer?

Ae 1 don't think over two miles and a half at any time. Our march was @

ey e F
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rapid one and 1 4id not pay much attention,
How do you arrive at your judgnent?

From the general icpression I got of the direction of the hills and
knowing the direction Oen, Custer must have taken,

mlmm.-htm;hmnnu when he came up = If so, what
was

I heard him speak to the orderly behind Captain Benteen, He was
laughing and seemed very much elated. Jaid 1% was the biggest village
he ever saw, that they had found the Indians all asleep in their tepees <

that Major Heno was charging it and killing everything - men, women and
children,

About how far do you think you travelled after striking the trall before
reaching the watering place?

We struck it close to-the watering plasee - within half e mile probably.
From there how farws it to that burning tepee?

About 3 miles.

About how far from the tepee to the river?

About 5% miles.

Where was the pack train when Capt. Henteen pulled out?

It had halted in rear of the command,

Up with the command?

Yes, oir,

Where was 1t when you were at the watering place?

Muummmtunl-ﬂnnhuummw-nmc
watering tbere and watered.

lhtuﬂtlnt“thn&uhhcwhhh“thnuﬁq
place - how were they travelling? .

being whi M-me-wmutuﬂu
m'::uam th"::ckl came off frequently. All did mot come off,

How far d41¢ the packs reach back?

Probably 2 miles.

Where was Capt. MeDougall?

MO.-’.O
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:h'th-.umaummnnmmwmmmu.

ml“mlmthtnmiumnm
- : — erence to the time shen

Imnediatelys We left as soon as the pack train came up.
That was the gailt you travelled after leaving the water holed

AilMﬂlllllth‘hﬁ“-Glpt. Feateen had a very fast walking
horse and travelled as fast as he could walk all the time,

After Trumpeter Mariin arrived what was the gait?

The sane.

Could you state about how long it took Capt. lenteen's column to water
thore?

From 8 to 10 minutes.
Shoee trail did you strike?

It was the trail I presume made by Major Remo, in fact I know it was.
We followed that trail to mear the crossing.

Your column was going seross the river at the time it was diverted to
the right by the Indian?

!.l. sire

Did you hear sny firing before you came to that erossing, and if so, whewe,
and describe 1%,

Not t11l we got mear the eroesing. Perhaps we heard faint firing a mile
from there.

To what command did it pertain?
I found out afterwards it pertained to ¥ajor leno's command,
Deseribe the firing. -

We heard it faintly and very irregularly and when we got up there
mm:mqmun. 1 heard no heavy firing.

Gould you see into the bottom after you got there on the hill?
Yes, sir.
What did you observe?

A great many Indians.
How many d1d4 you estimate there were Shere?

e 243
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¥rom 800 %o 1000,

mtmthtiuhtonmmthmnmnu1
Yes, airj before we saw them on the hill,

State when you arrived at kajor Rem's position on the nill, if you

sav Major Heno, and 1f 80 whet he was doi - deseri condue
as it appeared to you at the time, " . *

One of the Tirst officers I saw was Ma Heno horse
hn‘luthuhtnﬂhtnﬂhhn’:.ml:r‘:l:::ouh:“-h:

was in an excited condition. 4s we came up he turned scharged
his pistol towards the Indians, ¥ -

How far were the Indians away? J
About 1000 yards.
How much beyond pistol range? ' ]

900 yards beyond any effeetive range - I consider it done in a sort of
defiance of the Indians,

State in regurd to the next officer you saw, what wes he doing?

About the same time I saw Lieut, Varnum, He had lost his hat and had

a white handkerchief round his head. le was excited and erying and
while telling us about what had occurred he got mad and commenced swear-
ing and called for a gun and commenced firing at the Indians. Aibout
that time Capte Moylan came up acd said "For Cod's sake give me some
water®., He said he had 25 wounded men dying of thirst.

Descridbe the econdition of that command when you arrived, stating the.
facts as they impressed you at the time, whather the excitement was
genersl among his command, when Capte Benteen got there with his columm.

%o very shortly formed a skirmish lime after we got ups There were a

fow India s on points, firing, and e went on skirmish line at once and

1 4id not observe the command very closely at the time, I was surprised,
after the ride they had, they were so little exeited, I remecber one man wg/
perfectly cool, he eame up tie hill holding the secalp of an Indian in hie
hand which he had Just Saken. .

#ho were detailed as skirmishers?

Company De
"o gave the order?

Captain Wweir.
Who gave him the order? _ |

I don't know,
Were you in & position to know whether Capts Weir did it on his own
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1 ,,:u::u knew at the: time, but I don's recollect how, I know I
woul N“lilw“tt:lrlmhuncmeormm as
it was done, seeing the Indiens there, a

How many Icdians were there?

Four or five, at points at short range,
What became of thed?

We drove them away in a short time,

What became of the Indians in t.e bottom?
They remained there a while,

All or most of them?

P T Ty Y

A great many of them, I occasionally looked and saw great numbers of

Could you tell whother they were warriors or squaws?

My idea ot the time was they were warriors.

Were you able to tell?

1 feel sure they were warriors - I had seen Indisns before.

How long did those Indians remain there « Where did they then go?

E e FrPre

Some stayed there sll the time. Till we moved out nesrly all of them
stayed there -« ifter that as I came back from going with Capt. Welr to
the hill, I found the bottam nearly deserted.

Where had they gone?
I judge down the stream.

L 3

you heard any firing
G State whether upon joining Major Neno's command or soon after,/if so, in
what direction, and to what command did that firing pertain - describe it

fully.

A. Shortly after 1 got on the hill - almost immediately, I heard firing and
remarked it - heavy firing, by volleys, down the creek, Captain Weir
came to me and said Cen. Custer was engaged and we ought to go down, I
said I thought so too. He went away, walking up and down rather anxious-
1y« 1 heard the fire plainly. The lst Serg't came up then and I saw a
large cloud of dust and thought there sust be a charge, and said "There
-nhm.mm.lmhuuttiun-yﬂthm'. He said "Yes,
sir, and I think we oug’t %o go there”, I did not answer him, Shortly
after Capt. Weir ceme up sgain, I thini he had been gone about ten
minutes, By that time the firing hed almost ceased, Capt. Ueir asked
me what I said to going with D Company if they would not go with the
whole command, 1 said I would goe Fe said he would go and ask for ver-
mission t- go, either from Major Nero or Cepte Benteen, Soon after that

m.'.””
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started out without orders. supponed he
g0 B h'.tﬁunabwttlllom.hlrhm
uumnmnlxpmhslortornnn. ihen we
ri we n.: ::l:::tr::ug up and down firing s
o pame $ime we then, !
- down this walley, Capt, lurhnluuputhrih:'huv:ou
saw Indians start for me and he signalled me to swing to the right.
1 obeyed it and eame rousd up on the hill and saw Capt. Benteem, Capt.
French and Capte Godfrey with their companies and I also saw Lisut. iare

:

. Qe 'What was the distinctness of that fire you heard down in the vel ley?
It was perfectly distinet. |

r

Q Was it sufficieatly distinet to be heard, in your opinion, by everyhody
in that command?

It was heard by everybody about me.

% There was Major NHeno?

Ae TWhen I saw him he was on the line near the river about 75 yards from
me nearer the stream.

Qe On about the same level with you or not?

Ae Yeos, sir. About the sane,

Q@ How long d1d that firing last?

4e 1 judge about 3/4 of an hour, the scattering fire and all.

% How long after you joined Major Reno on the kill until thet movement you
w«m-mmmmwummunmau-m

A.  About 5/4 of an hour.

% How leng was it after you came up on the i1l $111 you went out with D
Company?

As  About 30 or 35 minues.

.Qo This cloud of dust that you saw, where was it? On the Custer battlefiesld?

A Mo, sir; I shink 1% was on the lef® bask of the stream and was mde by

some Indians from the fight coming towerds the viilage Giseharging their
Pleces as they came in. .

%  How long was it 111 the command started back from that advanced position
you have deseribed, and describe that return in full.

Ay  When we cave up we met the other companies and went on with thems Capte
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advanced position. D
at % angles to his position. cCapt, Mm ::*ti: rurw
of that and Capt. Godfrey's compeny in rear of Capt, French. Cepte
on & spur facing the Indians. The Indians opened fire
got on those points. After a 1ittle while Capte Penteen
Wwith his company towards the corral « I don't remember see-
Fen: $111 we got back. In a short time Capt. Weir moved
mrmmnmmudulm-mmn.
thing was Capt. French spoke to me and said the order had
to move back, I said I thought notj thet | had heard of
o He waited some time, probably five minutes and then
been given to go back and he was.going. He mounted
off at & gallop. I then gave the command to mount
trote As we got within about 60 yards from

SEREFPEE
i
B’

that
point I sav ¥ Compeny with Capt, Godfrey and Lieut, Nare, their men
dismounted and their horses being led back, They had seen us coming
atd Capt. Codfrey had turned back and covered our retreat in the most
brave and fearless manner. On going back ! passed a man of D Company
wounded - he looked at me end 1 told him to get into a hele and I would
form a line, come back and save him, As soon as i got by X Company I
mot Capt. Yeir and told him about the wounded soldier and thet I had
promised to save him and asked him to throw out a skirmieh line for that
purpose. He said ae was sorry but the orders were to go back on the
hills ! said that I had promised to save the men, le sald he cauld not
help it; the orders were positive to go back and we must go back. Ve
went back and took position cn the opposite side of the line fmm Capte
Benteen's company. We had hardly got into position before the heavy

firing commenced, and we returned it, firing volleys and 1lyi ;
down as soon as we had fired and losding sgain while we were lying down, -

&
-
5

Desceribe the firing there, in Shat 'm!mcod position,

I% was individual firing to & very great degree. The Indians, & few,
came up within a hundred and Tifty or 200 yards,

Then was there a general engagement there?

Yos, sirj the engagement was general but the Tiring was not heavye
That troops wer: engagod there”

H Company, Capt. Renteen, D. Company, Capt. weir and ¥, Company, Capte
French, .

"ot were the casuslties of the comsand on its retura?

1 know of but the ome man I spoke of.

S%ate if the Indiens drove the command from that posidl om.
They 414 not, the orders were to fali back and we fell backe

Loca ir ean, that advanced position thet Capt. Velr
“l'l:.:&‘::;:il oxlt c;a the position of the other companies
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A, e moved out along the ridge, the highest point, thet point 7 and then
ve moved down the valley in the genersl direction of the point 8. Ve
moved from ¥ajor Heno's position about a mile and & half and then
swung around on thoee swells and came up again and met the other compand s
coning upe W¥e moved out and went to a point which I now mark 9. Capt
uw'-mmummdnmum. ont.lﬂr:l i
Sonpany whs at right angles to it and a little in the resr of Capt.
Benteen's company was Capt. French's and along with D Company was Cept
Godfrey’s company O A DATION Spur, Y

% State if you saw Major leno at that point giving orders.

& 1 don"t recollect seeing him there,

G State if you kn w who ordered the advance of the troops or part
thes o that poasition. _m e

4e I know nothing of my own knowledge.

G How far do you estimate the most advanced point you were from ¥ajor Hemo's
position?

A« I Judge it was a mile and & half,

% How far dc you ssy that advanced position was from the point B

A+ I Judge about 3/4 of a mile or a mile,

“ Mudmmhmammmalnﬂnmtpduuuth-hin!_

Ae I think I saw him as soon as we got baeck, walking in the rear of X
company which was on the left of D companye

% Had £ company taken its position?

A+ Yes, sirj shortly after D company had.

G Who directed the troops to take position?

A+ 1 have no recollection of any directions.

% Who placed them in position.

e had received positive orders to come back and he sust have put the
Gompany in positione

% What orders did Najor give to him If eny?

A T 814 not moye then get & glimpse of him and did not hear him say any=
thing, ¥e were not in position half a minute till the fire commenced.

‘108."“

that went there,
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How near had they elosed up round the commend?
Thoy came up within close rifle range,
In what numbers?

P e r €

1 should judge probably over a thousand - I judge by those round the
left of the line vhere I wam.

hmhhhmummuxm
'“..“.

Yhen did you next see him®

o e e

In the evering about nine o'clock « I kmow it was quite dark, lie
sesmed to have come from the other end of the line. 1 saw there was
& gop between M and P companies and also & space between ¢ and A com-
panies on our side, 4is he came along ] told him about it and asked him
if 1 should have them closed. He said "Yes". I then went and gave
¥a jor Heno's orders %o close the gaps.

G« State the circumstances which brought about your suggestion that those
gaps should be elosed.

4. 1 remember after the firing closed that | looked round and saw an
even swale that run down probably & mile. I thought thet it was a
place a white man would charge through end that the Indians might
charge through it in the moming and there was one ridge there wiere
there was a geap that I thought was a good place to charge, 1 think
from the statement of others that I had a talk with Capt, Oodfreyhnd
Capt, 7eir about the same thing but I do not recollect 1it,

% How soon after the commmud got into position unti) the genernl engage-
mont bogan3

A  Almost immediately.

%  What time of the day was it

A« I think it was not over 15 or 20 minutes before dark. It was kept uwp
about an hour and & half or more, 1 know they surprise’ me by firing
80 long after dark.

S  What was the length of that engagement®

4  An hour and & half or two hours.

% D14 you see Major Reno during the engagoment?

A No, sir; I only saw two officers, Captain Weir and Captain Godfrey walke
ing up the lime of their companies.

m.'.’l“o
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¥hat were they doing?

Walking along encouraging the men.
Wero they under fire?

Yos, sir.

9tate what orders you received that night further tha
n have
already stated and deserido the eircumstances under m,:uq were given.

thwumthrlﬂumﬂlmlwahduaa till
mtmrmtmo'mmhmhir“ndmuh:;a
mdumtﬁnhpummm:mmmw.m
mu.nmxmumtmmummormmut
pnmlluthtdﬂ.cululn.

-

Who agvo_c-’t. Welr that order, if you know’
1 don't know,
"hat was your impression about it from aaytiing you saw?

¥y impression was that Capt. Veir was taking care of his own horses and
gotting his own men on the line.

Did you see MNajor Reno at any time during the night?

I saw him while I was over there fixing the horses.

“hat was be doing and what did he say?

He was lying down on his blankets as ! went by omece = he asked me what I
had been doing, I said I had been asleep - He sald "Great God, I don't
see how you can sleep®s Then I passed on., I saw him there several times,
Where was that?

Over mear Capte. Benteen's line behind the horses.

¥as thet in @ depression or not with reference to the forsationbf the
line?

It was about the sane level that Capt. Besteen's company was inm,
That preparations did you make that night for resisting the attack of

the Indians?
te dug, Ther: were only s few spades and but two
Isaed spapler zicie B

pend, ¥We built 1i:tle tremches round the
erest of the hill. :

Do you know by whose order that wes done?
I think by kajor Remo's, though I &1d not hear him,

¥ho superintended 1t!

I think Mejor Heno walked round the whole lime - I am mot positive.
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Was there any firing at that time?
“. '1’.

About what time ¢id the firing begin next moraing?
About balf past two = before daylight.

¥as it heavy or light?

Very heavy.

How long did it continues

Till sbout 10 o'clock and then it fell off « Some of the Indians withe
drew and only sharpshooters remained after that.

Where were you?
On the rizht of D, Company.

During tha§ morning did you see Najor Heno, if so, what was he doing and
htuhn/ giving. '

I sa® him a great desl that day - He was lying in a pit with Capt. Weir
on the left of our line and I saw him walk seross to Capt. Benteen's
line, He came and spoke to me while I was lying iz a pit and ssked me If
I had a place. I saw him several hours during that engagement,

At any time that moraing 41d you observe anything about the fighting in

Mmhmmnthtunndmtmuhim

m-ohxmmumﬂwxhumnm»uu-nmnm
lef't of the line.

mhphtutmumhrw
Fo, 1t was all done in a minute.

How fap did the men advance?
Probably 40 or 50 yards.
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hat orders were then given and by whom?
Bajor Heno gave the command to get into our holes

State what orders were given and whom
omizing thelr ameuaition, - ia regard to the men econ~

mmm:mwmm:mutumnnm
I said to them not to fire unless the Indians came closer. ’

Could the Indlans be seen from your position?

Not & grest many. They were round the points and we could see heads
popping out, There were a great many .-dlans there.

¥hat was your opinion of the conduct of Major Renc as a commanding of-
ficer on the 25th and 20th of June in regard to coolness, courage and
efficiency or the reverce, and state all the faots and circumstances

upon whieh your opinion is based,

When 1 first got up there he was exeited, but not encugh %o impair his
efficiency or have a bad effect on the troups. He did everything that
was necessary to be done. That was very little because all the officers
could see what ought %o be dones There was 20 occasion for amy par ticular
control by the Commanding Officer. As far az 1 saw the company comrmandars
fought their own companies to a grest degree. 1 saw iajor Hemo walk across
the line as 1 saw other officers and he seened very cool and I think the
position we had was the best possible withir a radius of a great msny
miles.

Stute if his conduct was such as to inspire his command with coolness,
courage and confidence, or whether it had any relustion %o that, Oive
your own opinion from what you know and saw,

As 1 said before, the men were very cool, I don't think any particular
man inspired them with courage or coolness.

State whether the conduct of other officers - Capt. Benteen and others
@id not inspire the men.

Ihwmmmt“mhhﬁmmnmumnmnu-
mired him but } don't think it was necessary to inapire the mem.

State shether or not Major Rego seemed to be fully and decisively ex-

- ereising the functions of a comsanding officer in the position that come

zand was placed.
He 41Q as Tar as 1 knowe As 1 say, very fov commands were given,
‘louuho-ot.unmum.hnmthonanm-wm

Yesn, uumbmmwumtmorsulm. 1 think from
Mhm'smnlmuﬁu-muhommlumtﬂhhm
about the gans.

Vol, 2 « pe 56



..,_uol-'."

State if there (were) battalion organizations on the hill,

No, sirj there were nu recognized,

State if you saw the hostile village on the u'n.

Yos, sir,

Then?

About 4 o'elock,

How far away?

antw.mcmruhu.

¥hat was the size and width and density of that moving village?

The entire village as it moved away would be two and %o three and a
half miles long and fromimlf a mile to a mile wide « I thought before
the ponies commenced to move it was like a lot of brown underbrush - it

was the largest number of quadrureds together I ever saw in my 1ife and
very close together e It looked as ] said, as i some one was moving a

- heavy carpet over the ground,

Did it soom as dense as aninals could be?

Yea, airj the ponies were being driven Just as dense as they could drive
them,

'mdlhutm“muhthtm

There were evidently mounted parties and persons with the drove and an
advanced guard and some men on the flanks and men with travoys. -

Could you tell at that distance whether the ponies were being driven ia
& hord or were belng used to move the village?

1 think & large major:ty were being driven.
What is your estimete of the mumber of ponies,

From other peoples' opinions more than my own I Judge thers (20000)
twenty thousand,

muw,umltmmuintmm“mhmt
village,

It would,
Whet 1s the usual proportion of ponies to each permon.
That depends, 1 suppose, on the wealth or poverty of the tribe,

How is it sbout those Sioux?
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e

They are rich 1 suppose

the other trides perha Shey aversge 6 or © poniee to a men, Some of

P8 61d not have more than two or three.
hat do you estizate the population of that village %o be?

I thigk there were six or seven thousand persons there.
great many had no famdliee there. R

How many warriors do you estimate there wers?
I Shink four thousand »t least.

If you can, give the fmete upon which t
you 14 & 1%, you base thas opinion, I wish

I estimate the number of Indians from what | saw and from what I have
heard from the Indlans since that, 1 know there were & great many war
parties there who ususlly den't carry their families, and it is won

that 1 base my opinion,

Do you think 1%t possible thers were fifteen thousand men, women and
chiléren in that village?

I shink it possible, but 1 don't think it at all protable,

State if you mow how much reliability is to be placed upon the state-
ments of Indians when you are seeting information, What is the
character of the inforsation they usually give you?

A single Indian® gtatemsnt is not consi‘ered valuable unless he is Xnown

to be a very Srustworthy one - IS iz Bencrally believed that they would
rather lie than Sell the truth, :

State whether or not it is geserally true Shat an Indian upon being
questicned or talked to will make his statements or opinjons coinelde
with the person he is talking to.

They generslly do tiate

State umWNplthhtulhphéha.

1 rode over a large pert of it in heiping to burn the tepee poles, but
not with u view of examining its size. It was larger than any Indian

villsge 1 had ever seen. The indications of lodges extended over about
mummuuhnmrummmwnuuuum

4 from the examination you &1é make, to the sstisfaction of your
ou';:d.unnn anything 1ike a reasonmble estimate of the number of

State whether or not in a large caxp the lodges arc kept in any one
%




4. They move them frequently,

Qe State whether the places

that indicated
give any eorrect indieati there had been locges would

on of the number of lodges in the village.

A+ Exeepting that we had seen many fresh trails leading to 1lage
: the vi
it would .ot be unless there were some other “mlt‘. indica‘te it,

% mmunﬁ.mﬁ&mhuhﬁtvmmu‘ﬂnmm

sumbors of each eoming within your kmo '
your information? wledge and whet are the scurces of

r

I don't kmow, I knov from Indiens that there vas a band of Uncapapas,
e caly wribes 1 wn portiive shorty T vlialias < thess are
Qe State If the Winneconjons were represented there.

A. I think there were,

Re And the Suns Arcs?

A Yos, sir, _

% Were not those the principal ones’

A« Yeoas, sir; 1 think those Tive were about all,

Stete whether in riding over the village there were evidences of the
encampment of different bands.

At the time I did not notice that there were,

Did you afterwards’

Not while I was upon the ground,
hiiﬂtth“ﬁ‘lﬂ.lhﬂ“hﬂi"iﬂlthﬂ'iﬂhw

1 have been told so and that is my éxperience with friendly Indiens,

State if you examined the route or truil of Gemsral Custer in the
vicinity of the hostile village, if =0, deseribe it with reference
%o the village, the stream and all the developments brought to ywr
knovledge of the fate of Genoral Custer's command,

411 I saw of the trail was on the morning of the 27th when wy weat to
bury the desd, Wo found the tracks of shod horses on the same side of
the we were, and on the sawe side Gen, Custer went dorn, We
formed skirmish lines when we came close to whire the battlefid d was, so
-wmamu-mumtugmunmunm We came upor a
for bodies about 3§ miles from where we had position on the hill. Each

-

oy
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had orders $0 bury the dead as they found them and as we e ens up
firet hill where they were at all thiek, Msjor Reno called Capte
%o see I he could recogaize the bodies there. I went with him
foun' Lieuts Calhoun who was iz rear of the first plateon of his
e About 20 or 30 feet from there was Lieut, Crittenden lying
rear of the 2nd platoon, both about 15 or 20 feet in reer of
platoons. 1 got pemuission to go ahead and see if I could

I.:o tl: Mtzlo: several officers, By that means I left the

and went on came %o Capt, Keogh's company, were in
mruu-lvhm-uammttmncromxuam
of Lisut, Calhoun and had fallen back and same had retreated faster
others. Captes feogh had evidently been wounded as we found thut :is
mmmmmmmuorn-mndptmm
were killed with me There were no regulsr lines but still evidences
there had been a lize. After I had recognized Capt. Neogh's body I
went on towards a high peist one or two hundred yards off and came %o Oen.
Custer's body,about 15 feet from him was his brother's body. A4 sbort
distance from that was ileut, Reily and then Lieut, Cook and there were
bodies lying round as far as we could see in every direction in irregular
posltions,.

R ht

2

FESER

In regard to the men around Oercrsl Custer's position?
There were a good many soldiers killed round there,

Did they give any evidences of company organi:ations?

F e r of

No, sirj it seemed to be & rallying point for all of them -« I think that
was whore Gen, Custer planted the guidom - it was the last point -~ it
wms not as high as some other points arcund i%. It was the highest point
in that ismediste vicinity.

G Did you examine from Gene Custer's position dows the ravine towards the
river?

Ae 1 4id not go there.

G How near the river were there evidences of eny fighting on the part of
: Gens Custer's cormand?

Ae I Judge 1t wae about half a mile fram the ford Be

Qe Mmhﬁuhm&onmmomhm-utﬂlmm
river?

A Tﬂ. sir.

. were the evidences of the struggle, whether
TR

a rout without much resistance?

Ao mmmulﬂdlhwnmmyfwtmwrnn
fow minutes.

" % . Did you sotiee the knolls over the fisld, whether they were rallylng
 points for officers and men?

A 1 d1d not go all over the field. There were evidences of rallying points




ey

A

r

»

Keogh and Lieut. Calhoun
belng rallying potntes

From your knowledge of the charaeter of Genm, Custe: and of the ofe

ficers and men under his command, and from the evidences manner
in which his entire command was annibilated, state -hu:ér“:nt in your
.,umua.e--mmahnnumuuamu.oruoﬂ

by sbandoning the others to their fate,

I believe he fought very desperately,

mnltﬁwmwnt““MMM*M‘
their companies and lbaving the men to their rate?

zm'tmnuuom-i-MMhm. There were no evidences
of their abandoning thelir companies in disgraceful or cowardly mmner,

Is it expected of officers and men in a desperete strusgle of that
charaeter that the men will be found lying in perfect lines®

No, sirj it eould not be done,

State, if in charging an enemey the dead would appear in
regular lines, or scattered?

They would appear in scattered positions.

State if you can how far Major Heno's position on the hill was from
the bulk of the Indian Village.

uld sey 1t was two miles and a half or thres miles.

was the bulk of the village?
to the bank of the stream beyond the timber near where we first saw

Ll

fow near were the neerest dead mem of Coneral Custer's cawmand to that
village?

The nearest one I found was about half a mile from the crossing B 1
W-I.mmlunnlulntsowmm

Where was the bulk of the Indian village in reference to the ford BP
At first it was higher up the stream, after that it was moved out to
the left and & little down stream

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR HENO

n I Pight in understanding thet you do mot jretend to give the history §
nmmgm”malmtwuw : '

= No.'l'.u



A You are.

Qe gituated as you were was |

t not
those engacerents should necessary that each officer during

A« I think it was,

Qe You mever exjocted the Commnding Officer to be ubiguitous there?

Ae Ro, sir,

b NV T T

Ae Yeos, eirj I think 1 so stated,

4+ VYas not the engegement of such an elementary echarscter it could proceed
without any speeisl directions from ¥a jor Heno?

A,  Yes, sir.

% Vere there not in that comsand a number of scldiers who bad experience
in actual warfare?

A Yes, sir,

% Do you think they needed any s ecial instruections?

As 1 think not,

% Do you think Captain D-ﬁn.ﬂ-ny other of ficers needed special
instructions?

A. 1 think not,
I wish you to state in a general way whether at any time you saw any
evidence of cowardice on the part of Xa jor Reno?

A. 1 4id not,

%  You have spoken about exeitement, you distinguish that from fear,

A 1 do moet emphatically.

% A man may be excited in charging an enemy and exiibit mo qualities dut
that of the true soldier.

A Yes, sir,

% Tt is a mtter of temparanent?

B A Eatirely o0 I Judges
. mmumommtmuhmmmtoduhmm-

muuuumtumlm-muamumm
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¥hat kind of weather was 1t at the

He accompanied the troops. I 414 not Oapt. Benteen
then, He stayed on the point, s e o
time of those engagements?

It was extremely hot., There were two or three
rain but 1t wes intensely hote e little sprinkles of

mnmmthroimthj. Reno and some other officers before
they left the boat at the mouth of ‘he Rosebud exchanged ‘heir hats for
o larger kind of hat for a better shelter for their heads?
1 don"t recollect about 1t, 1t is liable to have been so.

Do you, oF uot, reeolleet whether lajor lemo wore into that engagement
ia the timber & very large hat not the regula:ion het of an officer?

1 don't recollect what kind of a hat ke wore, though I sew him that
poroing.

You saw the village defile before you on the plein?

"fl. air.

Was 1t not so large that it was beyond the sxperience of any offi cer thers?

It 'u‘nry much 'lqou any exporience ! ever had, I can't speak for
othe: officers, ' '

Was 1t ot so larg: that officers accustomed to estimating large numberp

of mounted men or men im motion would give widely differont opinions as
to their musbers with entire honesty? :

I think 1t was.
h“um»h:m&,ummummmmulu.
nmu-m-umtmmrmu-mmmmcm
crossed?

1 judge 1t was about 12§ miles to the crossing.

How soon after Capt, Benteen received his order did he go out with his
eclumn,

Irmediately umﬁommtm his orders and balted for us to rass by.
What wes Major Remo doing? '

He moved on towards the village.

Tho gave the order?

General Custer im person, I think.

Yol 2« p. &3 :




don’
4 You th:t‘?“ what orders Major Renc received from General Custer

A. Vo, 8ir; 1 014 not see General Custer after that,.

G You spesk of the trail Capt, Benteen pursued as not diverging a
very
mtmrmmtommcummc. How do you explain that?

Ae As 1 say, we weut to the bluffs at the end of the valley and Lisut.
Oﬂ"'“MNﬂMermun.munm-ur:{um-no
and reporting thers was nothing beyond but steep hills ané no Indians,
‘he 1dea I had wa- if they ran out of the village we would strite them
on the left, and if to the right, then some other part of the command.

4 You do not desire to have it inferred that Captein Benteen was no
further from General Custer's line than 2 miles and & helf?

A. Mo, sir, Oeneral Custer went faster than we did, as we were going on
& line of hills,

% General Custer diverged to the righty

A. 1 don't know about that; I think he went nearly om a straight line to
where Lajor Reno crossed the stream.

% Thare was JMajor Seno at the time the order was given by Gemeral Custer
and who was close to him,

Ae 1 saw him about the time the order was givea passing along at the head
of the column, ! saw L%, “odgeon with him, e spoke to me 8 1 wan
passing by. 1 don't recolleet whether liesut., Wallace was with him or
pot. Fe may have been.

8 _

¥hen Trumpeter Martin brought the order the conversation he had with
regard to the village and ¥a jor Reno's killing the men, women and
children was with the orderly and ot with Capt. Benteen was it

A. It was with the orderly back of us.

% Did Capt, Benteen hear that conversation?

A. 1 supposed he did.

e ummu.mtmtuouc

A 1uummmmtntmmmuunuu1w¢mu

htmmnmmmmtlm-.'uIWMM‘n
Trumpeter kartin seid.

% Nt what rate of speed did the column advance after the message was de-
livered by Trumpeter Vartin?

4 It was a fast walk by Capte Benteen's column.
% Would that throw part of the column into a trot?

Part of the rear would be in a trot, My horse di’ not trot.

R
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Q. Did not Captain Benteen

“Tocaed
the coomand had befors { as fast as he could, ecnsidering what

t that day and what it had done before?

Ao Itjﬂuuln!‘unui

go faster, thought 1t ought to, though 1 was anxious to

Lo Vas there any reluctance or tardiness in going?

Ao :;::::d:’xnmnlmwrnuormuumpmmu
Ge The orders were also to bring up the paek train?
A. Yos, sir,
. 'Q. The halt on the :1)) was to ensble the pack train to ecome up?
A. When we got there we found Najor Remo's command. 1 don't think we halted

in reference to the pack trein, We found the men crossing the river and
the Indians firing at them,.

Qe If you do not know the exmet purpose for which the bhalt was made, state
if during that halt the pack train was not brought up.

A« Yeos, sir, I think ¥ajor deno hulted because he found a good position
and Capt, Benteen halted because he found Major iemo with Indians firing
at him.

% The scsunition of the men ongaged in the timber sas replenisheds

A+ 1 understood so.

Ge And care taken of the wounded?

A TYes, oir.

%+ Then the advance was made down the river?

As Yes, sir.

% With regard to the orders being given, are you not largely unaoquainted
with the faet wheother ¥ajor Remo did or did not give orders %o Cept, Welr?

A.  All I kmow about it is what Capt. Velr told me.

4« TWas ¥ajor Reno acquainted with the fact that Captain Weir laft a wounded
man?

A+ I dom't think he was.

% Were there not dusies for company officers to discharge which they did
irrespective of any orders from the commanding of ficer?

4. Thers were.
e Mmmmmmmm-nhnmmtm
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Where we took final position,

Iualveﬁluudhn.lntunrm.
thzough whom d1d they - ive from Genersl Custer and

1 saw a porson approach Capt, Penteen as I wae ri with the second
company and speak to him and ride away, Mﬁ-‘::mmjum

Capt. Mﬁnmmmlﬂhdthtnmt
cane T0 him with referonce to the psck train and received his

back towards Cept. McDougall, Then Trumpeter Martin
he last man until we came near when Major ‘enc was then "Half Yellow
Face” beckoned us,

Can you give the name of the Sergeant of Company "C%.

Where was the column when he came up?

My recollection is about half way from where we started over the divide to
where we met iajor feno, I am not at all definite in regard to the place.,
I know it was before Trumpeter Martin came up.

Yhat was required by that order that was rot done?

Capte Fenteen thought there was some mistake in ordering him %o bring
up the packs, as Capt, MeDougall was in charge of them.

Did not Capt, Velougall bring up the packe?

m. lll't

You heard firing from the field below®

Yes, sir,

The dust you sawwas not from the Custer battlefield?

‘. .".

Was it from the same side of the river that the Indian Village was?
'“l sir.

Do you not think it was caused by the Indians returning?

' Yes, sir, 1 said so st the time I did not think sc.

Do you think so now?
Yes, sirj that is my Judgnent now,
lluutmpmuumhxnﬂum:!hdotputid.
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of firing after their enenies have been ki1leds
Yes, oir; after a successful rignt,

May not @ large part of

the
at their victory? firing have resulted from joy of the Irdians

I shink 1ikely a grest deal came from that.

At the time you heard the firing how
battierield? iag how far was Najor Hemo from the Custer

About 4 miles.
%as the pack train then up?

No, sirj 1t was not wp till after we left and
vt . we did not leave til)

I wish your opinics as an officer having in view the country, the
position occupied and the nusber of Indiens; what, in your Juigrent,
was the length of time the eommend under Ceneral Custer was enabled
to struggle against its fate?

1 Shink they were all killed in about 20 minutes or a half an hour
from the time the Indians first commenced the attack on them.

Do you thipk they were killed within 20 or 20 minutes from the time you
Joined Ka jor Reno on the hill?

Yes, air; after the firet Tiring I heunrd,
How soom did you hear the first firing?

'l-thidynﬂ_ulmm

Would ten minutes be too short a time?

1 think 1t would be less than 10 minutes. My recollection is it was
almost immedistely, It may have been 5 minutes, but I don'tthink it

was.
You think then in 5 minutes after you reached the hill, 1f you fix the

. duratiom of the bastle at 25 or 30 mimutes, that in 30 or 35 minutes

after you reached the hill the whole coemand was killed?

Not over that.

Najor Remo was 4 miles awaye.

Yos, air.

Bow long had ¥s jor Heno been om the hill when Capt. Denteen came up?
Only a short time, Soise of the men came up after we got there,

¥as there belisf on the part of any parsom competent to form a
hl-ltu:zxomlhmmw. that Gemeral Custer and his come

hand were destroyed?

Nﬁl-"" w



A. 1 think not,

G Was 1t not a conjecture and indeed a
zany that Ceneral Custer had gone

5‘
|
5

Ae It was,

¢ “ﬂm‘hﬁha’.hmu
" from iajor Femo to £111 theme " | L erstand you got direstions

Ae He directed me to rill then,

How elose was ajor Hemo to you at the time?
He was quite close %o me.

How close to the gaps was he?
Perhaps about 15 yeards,

Wes not your posi tion on the line such that you saw very few officers?

rerecr

Yes, sir; I sai¢ I saw only two officers.
4+ There was nothing strange that you did not see them?

r

No, sir; I was in a direction awey from the majority of the line.

QUESTIORS BY THE RECORDER.

or would not an officer in an engagement of that kind where the
all in position be more liable to see the Comanding Officer
open field or in the timbex?

“§ F
%§ L

o ridge botween whers i was and other parts of the comsand
impossible to see him unless he came on the side 1 was.

on that side?
we first came back and 1 saw him after dark when he came there,

H

£ re r
F ¥R
-
1

engagement of that kind and under those circumstances what do the
subordinate of ficers expect on the part of a Commanding Orficer « Coole
ness or exeitement?

Whether he would show it or not depends a great deal on the temperament
of the men. ¥e would be more or less excited depending on the temperament

ntth.mnlthmbnlabdnmnnimwunnbh or not,

r

%  In that eharge sade by the trocps when Capt. Benteen told them to go,
state whother there were sny casunlties?

& I think one man was wounded.
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;.unmunnmmuwtnn.

Tou say ¥hen you saw that cloud of dust ané ¥he Indisms you Shought
differently from what you testified today? o w

Yea, sir.

You have changed your opinion about {t9

Yos, air,

A% the time how did 1% impress you and othere about you?

I can only answer for myself and my first “ergeant. We both thought that
General Custer was charging the Indians, '

About how far was it from ¥ajor Heno's position in the timber to the
Custer battlefisld?

I can only guess, in a direct line I should say it was about 4 miles.
If the distance from Malor Reno's p sition on the hill to where Seneral
Custer's body was found was 4 miles and 160 yards, what would be the
distance to the nearest part of the battlefield?

I think 1% would be about 500 to 1000 yards closer to Hajor Kemo.

Pié you see any dead bodies at the ford "B™?

I was not there until they were all buried.

How close was that to Mejor Hemo's position?

I would say about 2 miles,

Do you know how muny effective men were with the pack train?

He had 5 or & men and & Sergeant from sach company and his own eompany
was cloge to 5O memn.
Did he bhave sny packers?

Heo'had & few citizen packers, not many.

‘I8 4% customery for a comand to go into a fight with & pack train oo its
handsy

No, air; 1t i@ not,

Might mot the firing thet you heard from below bave lasted much longer
than 20 minutes and you mot hesrd 1t as 1t retreated from you?

After 1 heard it st mll I don't think there could have bsen any fight-
mwlmldmunm-n-nmcorNumlmnmm
for i1t and it €14 not lave the indication of dyiny away.

-Shumcntumm“mﬁw#mﬂorm



rerecr

nprmmw-twtummnmtmmnw

.
No, sire

Nere there not seouts there that night?

Yoo, sire |

How long ¢1d those gape you spoke of remain unfilled?
§ would say about two hours and a half,

The witness then retired.

The Court then adjourned until Tuesday, Feb, 4th at 10:30 o'clock.
2oth _hy
Chicago, Ills. Peb'y, 4th 1879,
10:30 i.V,
The Court met pursuant to adjournment,
Present
Colonel Johm H, Kin:,
9th Infantry.
Colonel Wesley Merritt,
Sth Cavalry.

I.I.lllt. Colonel ¥, B, m
54 Cavalry.
fecorder

158 Liout. Jesse ¥, Lee
Adjutant 9th lafentry.

Maj. M. A, Renmo and his counsel was also presonte
The Procesdings of the last session were read, corrected and approveds

Captain 7. ¥. Bemtess being recalled b¥ ¥8JOT Reno mestified as follows:

QUUSTIONS BY MAJOR RERO

'Ol.l.j.n
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Did a Cergeant come to you with
any directions about the pack train if
nshfhﬂlmhummwmtmmwmumum

4e He sluply had verbal instructions to the Commanding O
pack trein end I 814 mot eonsider mtumi:h:ﬂm“m

Q anlo-nuuwﬂmo:mu&ww
A. No, sir.

e IS was not a part of your colums’

b ”' .‘r.

% There was your command when the order was received at the hands of
Truspeter Martin?

A Half way between the burning tepee and the ford “4i",
4e Did you see or hear Meajor Remo fir. s pistol as you came up?
| 4. No, sirj I 444 not,
| QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDTR.

% How far do M-ut‘mu it from the burning tepee to the ford “i%?
Ae Yory nearly three miles.

The witness then retired.

Lieuts ¥. 5, Bdgerly being recalled by kajor Heno testified as follows:

QUESTIORS BY MAJOE RERO.

Q@ Any impressios you might have had with regard to the part Vajor Femo
. mumn_mwmmqw—nmm

Ao Mummmemnmhuummmu-umm
that was the only command I heard given him,

The witness then retired.

B, ¥, Churehill, a eitian.

A witness called by the recorder and, being duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORUERS
%  State your name, residence, snd ocoups’ions

&« B, ¥, Churehill, I am o rancher at Tongue River, Ft. Keogh, Custer County,
¥.T,

o7



Qe

A.

Qe
A.

e

A,
e
A,

Ne

Where were you and
of June, 18767 ia what eapacity serviag on the 25%h and 26th

:- .:u'to:“ from mouth of Powder River with the Custer expedition
m’:!.u nuobu: ::: o M gt g
o Little Big Horn towards the Little Big

How long had you been setiag in that capacity at that time?
I joined the expedition 5 days before tuat.

How far did you mareh with that econmand?
mrn-urmmwtomx.nuamm

Do you know saything about the condition of the animals of She
pack train and of the command on that march?

I noticed nothing exeept shat the mules were in very good condition.
How was the grazing on that route?
We had very good grasiag all the way $o the Little Blig Sorm.

Previous to the 25%h had the pack Strain moved rapidly, Srotting
or running?

No, sir; we could not travel as fast as thas,
Did you keep near to the command or far from 1%?
Mostly right behind the balance.

State where the intelligence first came %o you with the pack

. train that the command was engaged with the Indlans.

The first we heard of it was about 2 miles and @ half from the
Little Big Hora near a tepee.

mmtfﬂthmuﬂdtlﬂuwﬂltlﬂmthm
It was news brought to us.

¥hat was in that tepee?

A dead Indian.

#hat time was that?

I think about half past 10 or 11 o'clocky

How do you get at the time?

Imuthclutnuutnnld that morning aad by the
sun I had no watek.



‘s What orders were given along that maroh from She Sime it started’

i» How meny mules were in the pack train?
A. T think 175 altogether,

Ce There were citizen packers were there?
A. I think there were six or seven.

Qe - Tell where it was the order came about sendiag the smmuuition
packs ahead? How far from that tepee?

A. I think about half & mile after we passed Mt.

Ge Were you on the Srail or off 1%?

A. On She trail,

Q. MInsm_muﬁsmmmMﬁutﬂﬁm

A. lMyself and u man named Manu took one-who took the othem I doa't
know, He led the mule sad I licked 1t up o8 fust ae I could. %e
kept it going 28 fast as it could with Stwo boxes of amsunition on.

G How far d1d you go from that place S1ll you vesshed the commend?

A. About two miles, |

i. How long did 1% Sake you %o go over that distance?

A, I doa't think it Sook us over 8 or 10 minutes,

G« Did you have say trouble in going slong?

Not a bit.

A.

e hmm-mlnurmnuauthamnt

Ae Yes, sir.

Ge Tell whas happened therec.

A I doa't remesbe aaything particuler except that I saw one mule
get mired Shere. Several got Sheir front feet in, but were
pulled oute
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Ce

A,
0
A,
Ce

A,

Ce

A.

! \\m..-:.’.*”

mmwﬂwumﬂmt?
liot pasticularly, !uoptlcﬂluoﬁoumtol.

How meny mules did you see stuck in the mud?

Only one very [ saw
m-m:‘z'zl Ofhers pulled out but 1% took no more

Were you at the front of the pack train when it arrived at the
watering place?

I was near the frons.

Did you see sny Sroops there at that time?
I 414 not sotiee any, I was busy,

How long did the pack train stop there?

I don't think it made any halt at all., Some of the mules run
into the water as they wou d do when reaching any water,

¥hea you joined ! jor Reno's command on the hill, state what you
saw in tho bottom, if anything, with reference to She men of the
conmand,

I didn't notice whether 2ay men were in the bottom or mot; I
saw some eoming up she hill, some mounted and some on foot.

Had you any means of imowing whether that was their first trip

ulMlﬂluut.wWMhﬂmwlﬂmu
and were coming up again?

Only what they said, that that was their first arrival Shere.
Did you see any Iadisns at that time? If so, in what mumbers?
Imnmmlmmnuruptumml.

here were they?

lemmathhrtomupmummmnn
wore,

How many d1d you see?

Eight or ten.
Did you see say other Indlans in the bottom?

¥o, sir; none but those.

4V
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I saw sevoral men, I imow.Captein French was firing,
Vhere were the Indians?

onnnom-uoormmpmnpmrum
suuﬁtmmulmhmmmw

¥ho ordered you %o pack Shem up?

ol O

e

I don't know who gave the order it appeared to be a general order.
Ce Did you hear any firiag abous that time and if so in whas dirsction.

A. I don's remember hearing any about that time, I $hink about an
hour and a half after I got there I heard firing.

%« Vhere was the firing,
A. It was down the river.
Ue Deseribe the souad of it , whether in volleys or not.

A. I pesenber hearing what I took %o be volleys and spoke of 1t So
same of the men, I heard about 4 or 5 volleys.

Ue TWhere 4i4 1t appear to come from and at wiat distance?

A. IS came from dowa the river and I thought at She time that 1t was
25 or % miles away from the sound, It was not a very plaia report

of guns.
You have been dowa %o the Custer battlefield?

I was over paft of ii, not all of 1%,

G. Where was that firing in reference o that battlefield?

9

A That was the right direction for the firiag %o come frome

G« Where were Major Reno and Capt. Benteen's conmands when you heard
the firiag?

A.  They were on a hill there,

C. nun-uquawunwomrxumuuor-rmtm
She river? 4&71
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I 414 not notiee aay,

:
:
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:
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A. Im'tunmuumxmlpummmm_m1m

eéme back on us on the hill, I think
hour end & BIP or 8 mxynu.um-

Qe How 40 you judge by thas?

A. There were not many Indians attacking us at the time and when we
omne back they came in force.

During that time you saw no fores of Indlans about Shere?

e

A, m:ttﬁtphk

@« From which ead of the villags did the firing apparently come?
A« IS appeared to come from the lower end of the village,

(e About that firing were there many sounds at & Sime?

A. Yes, sir,

(s What appeared to be the general impression about the firing did
any others hear it besides you. g

A. Yes, sir; others heard 1% and spoke of i%.

Co Dummwmmmmﬂnr-mﬂnuﬂmn
the hil1?

i A No, sir,

I € You don't kanow sbout Capte Weir's Co.?

A. I 4id mot see 1t gos I heard that it 41d go.

% s you Sell when 1% ves Shat Capbe Welr's Cos Game back?
— \
ummmummmmmmm-w
nmm-opduiupthomnhlumdbnmﬂm

Adout an hour golng down and back.

Ntmmummuﬁltlummm'wctmmfn
brought 1% wp? 4_-.,(.2

Yol. 2 « n, 76 . it

A,
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A,
G« How long were you gone?
A
Q.




A - The boxes were unpacked at the time and we packed Shem up again.

Qs Fhere was tic othor mule that was sent forvard with asmunition?
A, I 414 not see ninm,

e Imhhmotmuumtupnwnthomuﬁ
Ae Not at that time,

Qe ¥hen were they opened,

Ae  After we moved down She iver and bask and '
again the mules were

Ge That was She object of tho
unpacking amunition when you first

A, LWMmﬂltulsWMumltmmn

Ge Why was 1% not used, if you know,
A+ 1 don't know,
Ce State how long you waited till the rest of the pack train came up?

A. It emme up pretty quick, They leptstringing along & few at a time,
but it was only & short time $ill all wre up.

G« Do you know what interval of time intervened between the arrival of
Capt, Beateen's column and the arrival of those pack mules?

A. T think Capt, Jentenn's column got there a few minutes before we
arrived there with the mules. I saw the command coming a little
below where we struek the hill going on the bluff we weat right
on and came in pretty scon.

G« Whose cormand was that?
A. 1 afterwards learned that it was Capt, Benteen's command,

Ge THll what was done wish She pack train after it got up-in Shat
movenent down the river and back.

A, hmltonnu-m&““ummmu. e
then eorralled it and threw outia picket line and tied She
mules to it and went on unpacking the mules,

L]

By whose orders 4id you do that?

Was he in conmand of the pack srain?

Qe

A. By Capt. Wathey' s orders

e

Ao !-.“"h”uthudmtom

VYol, 2 = p, 77
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e Were you 8o busy with
did not notice wn:h:)‘::k train after its return that you

A. 1 was for a little while,

G. Do you know how soon
the pack train? the Light eommenced after you got back with

A. In about half an hour,

2 nmtmshmmumormnm
A. Yes, sir.

Gs And in front coming back?

A. Yes, sir,

Ge From the time the pack train arrived you think 1% was abous half
an hour before the fight cwmand? = '

A. Yes, sir,

e Did you see any fighting that day?

A. Yes, sir.

U« Did you see Major Reno?

A+ 1 4id not see him that afterncon.

Ge TWhere were you duriag the fighting?

A. After we got unpacked I was at A Co's skimish line that afterncon.

%« You were a eitizen then?

A, Yes, sir. .
Q. TWho seemed to be in ccemand, giving directions, and giviag orders to
the men.

A. The officers 1 saw were Capt, Benteen and Capt., Welr,

Qe Lﬂnwtuhnlonlm'slmmcummtmlljnnm
and where?

A. I saw him that night just after dark,

Before or after the fight was over?

After.

Onmmlllnthounmmmm?
xmnnmumiﬂmvcu&.
m“ﬂumatmtlnmﬂh!n?

$ed -7 s ot
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A,

e

A.

Describe what ocourred there that night to your imowledge.

nIW'utuﬁnltutommmuummuu
eat, Iohlb’nnﬂthutmiulhomhhc. e weat out %o
ﬁ.ﬂumm,nﬁo@lumﬂmtﬂmnfmmﬁiu
being piled up together; the officers' mess kits and compesny kits
mplmnmmtuunntwmhmuwm Ve
went to Mmmjo':‘ramﬁ“'udﬂnt

%o &t lears I 4id not. I don's
Te

;
=f

he intended to strike tz with it
the shoulders and him awsy, That was the last I saw of Vajor
Reno that aight, '

Do you kaow where the whiskey came from?

I do not.

Do you know anything about lajor Remo's condision by either set or
work of his there at the time further than you have testified?

Nothing but my impression.
Give your impression at the time,

My impression at the time was shat he was a little uader the in-
fluence of whiskey or liquor,
Major Reno then without makisg formal objeetion to th: Sestimony

desired that his protest be entered upon the Record agalnst golag
into this matter because 1t is not in aay manner responsive o the

thr’lhnmuﬂtomot.

®hen 4id you nexSt mlnjorhunfwmnums;m'uh.nl
what was he dolag?

next the 26th, sbout 9 o'clock. He was lying down
:c:.l:lut:o pnk.:iﬂn and hard tack boxes that we had piled up %o

the breastworkse.
&¢d.
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qe

A

A.

Q.

What was the balance of the command doing?

As near as 1 could see ' hear they
most of them, - vere doing some pretty heavy firing

Hlow came you there?

1 bad jJust been down for ammunition a

mong the
out of the sadile pockets. horses to get emmuni tion

Could you see what Major Reno was doing, whether firing or not?

No sir, I did not see him firing. He had a carbi: ying groun
under his head, ke ek :

How long d41d the firinmg last that morning and how early did it begin?

It began about the break of day in the morning and lasted till tem or
about § past 10 o'clock,

Were you under command of Capt. Mathey at that ti-e?

Yes, sir.

He was in charge of the pack truin, was _k?

Yes, sir; I received all my orders from him.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO.

When did you first hear firing from the dirsction of Gemeral Custer's
battlefrielad?

¥hen we were packing up.

You moved down as soon as you heard the firing?
Imumwmmmmmrmxm'tmmt
else sent them.

How long wers you gone till you came back?

1 think about an hour going down and back, it may have been longer,

Then you state that the fire you heard on that battlefield lasted about
an hour and a half?

No, sir; I said I heard 5 or & volleys.
Did you not say the firing lasted an hour and a half?

l-ulmdiythotmthlndimmh&mt'mnIImu
Judge br.

That the fire continued t111 the Indians came back?
1 814 not hear it at that time.

How much firing did you hear?
2 = n 8O 4‘6 e



S or 6 volleys,

Ao

. How long before you moved down?

A, I think some were fired after we moved down,

e :::ty:uu::;r any volleye after you returnsd to the position oceup ed
Bot that I recollect.

4 Do you $hink you eould?

] 4

be Lgt: g::;&':’:.:::::?fg igr::lt::: :- 1-:.“ enough to attehd to

Q. Tell about what time it was you saw Major Remo in the condition in which
you have stated.

A. I think it was between 9 and 10 o'elock that night.

G Who was with hime?

A. I don't know who it was.

i+ Was any persom with him?

A, Yes, sir.

3« Wae it an officer or a soldier?

A 1 can't say, I took no notice of him.

Q. Who was with you?

A. Joke "rita, a packer,

Q. Was there any trouble between Fritz and Major Remo before that time?

A. None that I ever heard of.

G Was there any trouble there except what you have deseribed?

A«  No, sir,

' MmmemmisEORTSIET

4.  Not to my kxnowledge.

% Don't you kmow he had had trouble with Frits?

4 No, sir.

“ nutn-uzuummztmnmwtummmmn-
sult of his efforts to drive Fritz to the lime?

4 I don't kmow enything about that.

Vol 2.pm
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Q_', was he staggering?

A

r

£
-

ol G

g e Frer £

when he struck at Frisz
SRS B ¥Whethor he staggered or stepped forward I

was he stammering?
Not that 1 noticed,

He 4i¢ not pronounce his words correctly, did he?

I @14 not understand it correctly if he did,

It was the fault of his speech I su that
sy b ppose bhe could not make himselfr

I can't say when the man asked him what he meant by "tight”,
Thy 4i4 you not take Major Remo by the shoulders?

1 414 not think 4t necessary. 1 414 not think he was to use
the carbine, —

You say that was between 9 and 10 o*elock?

1 think so.

¥as he drunk the next day?

I d1d not notice whether he was or note

Dié¢ you have an impression he was drumk then?

1 could not Judge, I d1d mot see him on his Teet.

Did you not really bave am impressios he war under the influence of
liquor the ne:t day? _

No, sir,

Where did he go wben he left you?

I don't kmow, '
To what part of the line did he go? A. I don®t knowe
On what part of the line was he at that time?

Little to the risht of "A" Co's skirmish line,

Who commanded Coe A?

Capt. Moylen ,I believe.

¥ho wer: the ofller officers of that compeny.

1 don't xmow.

How far away from A Co. was that? '
m!.. 82 i 5] 'II
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1 don't think the company
probably & few on the u..:" On the line at thet time; there was

r

h. lll‘o
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% You sav only 8 or 9 Indlans about the timber when you came up?
A. That was sll,

& Don't you know that Major Keno had been very much annoyed by mem going
down and stealing provisions?

A. 1 do nots
§ Don't you tmow he suspected this packer of an intention to stealmations?
A. '. olre

% Don't you Lnow he orderod them away from the rations so that each man
should have ris proper share of them?

Ae No, sirj 1 ‘mow there was no trouble in getting rations, there was
plenty of them there.

QUESTIONS BY "HE RECORDERe

G It 1o very evident you were there employed in a responsible place %o

P dxwm-.lﬂnmhauthmw-
eharge of those mules required you to do, to stay with
with the men when the command was going into an

4
E
-
5
|

¢
t
:

Ny he mules to be with them, After
hmmumorrtulhnmprivnmerpmnhth

% "hat were the terss of your contrects

49



A Only that I should go into the paeck train as pacior,

Qe “ﬂh"lﬂ&omhnh‘h-
until this occurremce that night? under Major leno's orders

4. From the time it arrived on the hill I suppose.

4 Had he before that had anythisg to do with pack train?

A Not to my knowledge, |

%« Was there not an officer in charge of the pack train?

Ao Yes, sir,

Qe In regard to the time of day you stated you simply guessed at 1%?

Ae Yoo, sir.
Whers were you at daylight on the morning of the 25th, if you imaw?
About 15 miles from the Little Big Horne

o
'
% "hat time d4id you start rfrom there?
A 1 m- about 7 o'elock,

Qe

In regard to the time you speak of, you simply guess at 1t7

As Yeos, sir.

e May you mot de iwo hours out of your way in your guees?

4. 1 muy have been, I might have been longer, I don't think I would be
t¥o hours out of the way. I might be ome, It might be an hour longer
it was no shorter time. .

% State how long you continued in that employe

A.  T111 thoy got thrcugh and put the pack saddle on the boat.

§. Were you honorably o dishomorably discharge?

A lmmuummpnmunmwt.mm

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR HENCe

MGmm“ittmothunmwuloumnnmm«
drun<enness?

I know of no other.

The wituess then retired.

Lieutenant ¥, 0. Sdgerly being recalled by Major Remo testified as
follows:

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENOe =
$en B M L it s e




Qe Did you see Najor Heno on the night of the 25th of Jume, 18767
1 ddde

At what hour?
1 judge about 9 o'clock, 1t was quite dark,

What was he dolng at the time, what part '
what was his condition as to sobriety? W SR SHD. S

o B e

3

He came along towards where I was from the direct onhu. teon
line and was perfectly sober. e _— .

Qe Did you see any evidences at all that indicated that he had been d rinie
ing or was in a condition approaching drunkenness?

A. He gave no evidences of any such condition.
L. Stote what he said %o you about your duties at that time.

A Then I reported to him the condition of the gaps he told me to have
them filled up.

% Were there any indications to your mind that he had been drinking at
all? ;

A+« There wers none.

e If there ad been would you have observed them?
A« I think 1 woulde

4 Did you see him later that aight?

As  Tes, sirj about 2 o'clock,

G '¥hat were the indications them?

As He was perfectly sobers.

| Ce mmwz.-uma-uﬂmummmtmm
| not entirely sober?

1 had no such surpicion whatevers

A,
Qe mdthwintmthmmnﬂwththohdmm
A, ".lu.

Qe

You had him under observation?
M.'-’.“
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A, Yes, sir; mmmmum'm

#as there time arong
" nhrn-.:n.m Sovapy. o OF officers any suspieion at alkf

Ao Yot the Taintest. I never heard of '
time, it $111 I came to Chieago this

§e If there had been would you have heard of 1t?
A Yos, sir; I think so,

Qe nhwhnmm-tmninuutmnund:ut.
man would the offiecers have permmitted him to exercise command?

A. If he had been in a state of intoxication they would not.
QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER,

How often did you see Major Remo om the night of the 25th?

At sbout 9 o'clock and sbout 2 o'clock,

Howlong 414 you see him at 9 o'cloek?

Short time about half a minute,

Fow long till you saw him apain?

About 5 hours.

How long before the first time you saw him that night had you seem him?
¥hen we first came back fram the advanced position down the strem.
¥hat time was that?

A few minutes before dark.

You saw him no more till about 9 o'clock?

Mo, sir.

e r e rFr Pre r £ r ¢ r ¢

And then saw him mo more $i11 about 2 o'cloek?

>
-

No, sir,

&

Viere you present at any altercation betveen kajor femo and any
packer that night?

A, h. pire
Do you know anything of it to your own knowledge?

As o, sir,

‘}

V) ‘'

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENC,
VoL, 2.9, 86
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A

Qe

der
comsand, is he not? observation of the officers of his

Yan, sir.

n.,nupmclrmmluorﬂmmlmﬁ staggeri
stanmering that some of the men and officers woul obnrv:l;:".‘

I think not, v
It vas after dark you saw him?

Yes, #ir.

It might be later than 9 o'clock?

I can't Tix the time definitely; it may have besn earlisr or
later than 9 o'clock. It was after dark.

QUESTIONS BY THE RNCORDER.

Would not the knowledge of the men and officers depend om how often
they saw the commanding officer?

Certainly 1t would,

The witness then retired,

Captain Banteen being recalled by Major Reno, testified as follows:
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR KENO,

¥hat opportunities had you for observing the condition of kajor Remo
on the night of the 25th of Jume, 18767

I may say I was with nim all the time - I laid down in his beds
State what was his eondition with regard to sobriety?

He was as sober as he is nowe

That you would regaré es a condition of entire sobriety?

1 think he {s entirely sober now and he was then.

Was there at time during the 25th or 26 of Jume 1876 to your
dﬂwh.m‘:’etmnmmtnuutlmdmutc

part of Vs jor Hemo?

No, sir,

during that time?




QUESTIONS BY THE RRCO: D¥R,

resent
» ::.mu:;n m‘:.mht.gthumum-ttmalwa

i No, sire

Qe '{ouno-uthlnlliutwntmarmtuuormmlkmlom?

Ao No, 8irj not of my own knowledge, only by hearsy. I ksow Shey
mummmmquom'nnmor-;pnmym
I kmow thers was no whiskey there,

g Did you see Major Reno immedistely after ¢ :
e h
e cessation of the firing

A. I was with him every 15 or 20 minutes nearly a)l night. I laid &wn
in bis bed for 15 or 20 minutes and then went back and kept my wak
up all nights Perhape I did not see Lim within 15 minutes after 1
lef't him the last tine but there was not whisker enough in the who le
command to make him drunk,

Qe About what time 41d you leave him the last time?
Ae Idel'ttlilklmhhtmm'lmfplttntulmm
o'clock, The Indians opened fire the next day about three o'clodk

or a little alfter, There might have been a half or three quarters
of an hour that I d4id not see him.

% Before that during the night you saw him as frequently as you have
stated?

As Yes, sir,
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RERO,

Qe xrnmmmmsmmo-ummsgmtwcn
know the fact?

A« I would have known something about it = I did not know he had any
whiskey or I would have been after some.

The witness then retired,

E. 5. Godfrey, 7th Cav., & witness called by the Recorder
:.ﬂm::n ﬂ;n duly mn. to testify the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

QUISTIONS BY THY RECORTERs

%  State your name, rank, regiment and where serving.

A.  Bdward 5, Godfrey, Captain, 7th Cavalry, now serving at Stending
M. mmw.

187¢
% State what dut were on oa the 25th and 26th of June, 187¢,
where and -m\'-,l:: command and under what commancing officer or

officers, if more than one.
Vol, 2 = p, 88




Qe State as near as you can when and whers Capts PFen
3 teen's column
separated from Cem. Custer's eolumn, if it did.

ke It was directly after crossing the divide betwesn the Rosebud
and the Little Big Horne 1 wae directed by Lieut, Cook, the idjutant

of the regiment to report to Capt. Penteen for &
b A gk | pte or duty with his batth lion-

Qe qummnuomuimunatom’t.mmuhm
Reno or either of them?

A 1 was not,

Qe Describe the merch of Capt. Benteen's colusn from the time of its
leaving Gene Custer's columm ustil it again struek his trail,

Ae We moved cut to the laft at an angle of about forty-five degrees
%o the direction of the trail. ¥We marched generslly about that
way till we came to whers the bluffe wers 20 abrupt that we could
not go over them without fatiguing the horses more than by going
round the foot of the hills aand that took us more in towards the
trails I presume our distance from the trail whan we began our
returs march was about five miles; our gait wes pretty rapid. ¥y
company was in the rear and I had quite of'ten to give the command
trot to keep up with the rest of the comuand,

e About how far had you gone before you struck those bluffs where
mo_MhRjothrtgw

A 1 should say 3 or 4 miles.

Qe Was that mareh as near as you can judge continued at about the
same angle from Gens Custer's march as at the time you started?

Ao l;tnnmtln-ﬂnnmtomhlnﬂsttmm
us more to the right.

Qe !hum‘-mtomnghtnnutmﬂ

i 4 1ittls more to the right.

' About mzrmmmnuu.mmmmmm
Q. tine or.':m:;gcu. Custe:r's column till you again struck his

traild

Ao should mu-mmnm.mmﬂmnmuum
:h-u-nlﬂmluumimuibhhmn.

Yo mmmmMmMmttru'mtsnyumu
and for what purpose?

Ao :m'smnmaatmmum.utumunma




qe

A

Ao

Qs

P

A
e
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11ttle eree: or morass that

to recollect the relative
Other points on the trail.

Mth.tnuox-
positions of mm.:.u.

You can't recollec :
the mornss? * about how far you had gone when you struek

I cammot,

Was any halt made at that vatoring place?

Yos, sir, ' :
For how long?

For 20 minutes or half an hour,

Where was the pack train at the time pulled left
with Capt. Bentesn's colwm? - -

The pack train was closed up.

A% the time of reaching the watering place or while there, how
near was the pack traln or any part of it?

The head of it came up Just as we started off,
State what ocourred with reference to that pack train, if anything.

They were very thirsty and some of them plunged into the morass
and we had some difficulty in getting many of them oute

How many did you see stuck fast?
I remember two that belonged to my own command, there was quite

Capt. Weir started out with :is company in advance. Fe bad been
the second company before, | can't place that tepee with re’orence
to the morass we passed, nor at what time, but just after we

passed . tepee with the dead Indian in it we met a sergeant
..u:.pmmmuﬂtrmmmunum,h |
of the men in the company "We've got 'em” leaving the l
o the village. 1 did not understand anything
u““thm-hpwﬂ“mm. I SR
wards saw Trumpeter Martin of "H" company coming towards the. .
column, I don't kmow what he reporteds. :

=

\
Yes, sir. ¥

mmmmmuu.mmmmmhmw, ?&
river by the trail that led to 1%7 \



Ae My recolleetion is that 1t i, between 4 and 5 miles,

How long beyond
Mmﬂ,:ta“mm“"mnrﬁhhtumun

f)

Ae hmhﬂmnthnnmoormmwmnuutm

Crow Indians and
followed their direetions " *0 U0 '° €9 $o the right and we

Qe W¥hose treil were you then on?

A. I domtmow,

Qe  Did you go over the ground afterwards?

Ae I 4id not,

Qe mmmmmtmtmmmm

Ae xudutnmun.xmhmmwmmm

Qe nﬂnmmwmumupmmnammm
been left behind at that time?

A« 1 think 3 or 4 miles behind,

Qe Pid you hesr sny firing?

Ae  Yes, sir,

Qe In what direction was it end deceribe it.

Ae It was in the direction gemerally towards our front as we were mareh-
ing. - A first I ooly heard a feow shote « then I heard qu

i
firing - Our gait was inc reased then to & trot and we kept
ti1l just before we met the Crow Indiens.

@  How near were you then to the Little Big Horn River them where
you heard the firing?

A« 1 could mot tell.

%  Vas it in close proximity to 1%?

he Yen, sir.

%  State what view you had of the bottam and deseribe the mareh from
thtmu-mmﬂ-lhjwkn'um“mnn.

Ae lmnmd“hu-uumboﬂuudmmrmm
buraiag prairis - we EL0 ot otep oS O ergeant had said. that

t

mpl%m'&hs!tw“auammt particularly to ses.

%  Did you see troops on the hill about that times

Ae and passing out there, I did =

after bearing to the right
:.:mnmymmpututr»nﬂaﬁ'wlnam

to the working parties.
Vol, 2 « p, 91 ANT




A.

Why 4id you have that impressiom?

protect the command at other times had put out troops to

State how far it was from where 1
Major Remo's comand on the h11y L Troil Hll you joined

Iﬁhklth/iofnm.-pnhplmtum-wululhlb

ing of it was we wer: following the 4%
- A, rection of the firing more

Can you tell about what time it was
cmmand o $he BiAI® vhen you joined Major Remo's

1 cannot.

Can you fix it by refer:nce to any previous time?
I should think it was between 5 and ¢4 o'clock.

What disposition was made of your company when you joined Major
Reno and by whose or‘er?

I was ordered by Capt. Fenteen to dismount my company and put ia
in skirmish line on the bluff towards the river.

Did you meet any officer and hear a report of the fight in the
bottom - If so what officer and what was sai as to the command?

Lieut. Hare, the 24 Lieut. of my company, but who had been de-

tached to serve with the scouts, came up and said he was damned
‘hltﬁm--thtthcyhndlndliuﬁcht in the bottom and
"mm 1ike hell.

Did you see Major Remo about that time?

I did.
"hat vas he doing ard what orders did he give?

He gave me no instructions - Capt. Benteen gave me all my

orders at that time. He seemed to be giving the com-ands. Major
Remo, if I recollect right, was meking arrengements to go down
after Lisut, Hodgson's body or to get his effects.

Were the Indians making any demonstrations miut the command when
you joined it om the nill?

There was some firing.

Describe thtﬂﬂundrmhvmlndinummmm

1 eould not see many Indians

- they were in the ravines. The mod
1 sawwere in the bottom. '

m-l-p..u 405
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Ao
Qe

"
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‘Indlans in that bottom, that

e rerere

/ h ¥a jor Femo's, i

Describe those you saw there,

Ih@“““)“hmtham-uw“w

I saw there « a great many starte
ing upbm our left, that is, going up the Litsle Big How sbove

ulte Mmmh&udnmmmnmuuﬂnm

the dottom was nearly cleared and I eaw none at all,

Where 414 they all see= to go?

Down the river,

How long diad thntmtn&m.m“n

Not more than 10 mioutes,

Mlth cther movement was made they vacated the bottom?

'“. sir,

Describe the firing sbout the command at that tiwe, whether heavy
or seattering shots.

¥hen my ecmpany was first put out it was pretty heavy firing, but

~ the Indians that could be sesn were so far away that it seomed

like a waste of sxmunition and I ordered the Sruvopsfo stop firing
The heavy firing was then on the rart of the comrand or the

~ Indians or both?

On the part of the command prineipally.

State if you know where the pack train was at the time you
Joined ¥ jor Heno's conmand on the hill, or sbout how far it
was %o the rear. :

1 looked back when we were going torards ¥ajor Remo's command
for signs of the pack traim but I did not see any dust from it.
foon aftsr we J ¥ajor Reno I

ﬂ-uaxmum'qu4m-wn..mm1m.

5
:
;
:

After that how loag wes it $111 the advance of 1t came up?

mummsmmmw.xmt.mm
half or three quarters of an hour.after we joined Major Rence

M“mﬂwmmmithﬂﬂm*m
emsyaition paecks up On 8 Ful.

Hdw long after your arriwal there did Lisute Here borrow your
horse %o go baek? ,

Not longe
Do you know by whose

L

pe went back?




R

0

S%ate particularly, refreshi
uununjun.;..m“ mﬂuryu‘m.“u

dﬁmudvhn.mtmnh
.‘““‘"ﬁ‘mm-tmtzuw

lmlh'-uuumlmm comi
umpmymamuw.;m-
MMM.MMM*& exciteds I think he was
making arrangements to go for Liewst, Hodgson's body or effects,

;

About how long did you notiee him thore?
Not long, my atteation was ou the arimmish line.

State, If you heard firing in the direction of Gems Custer's
battlefield, ir so, desecribe that firing and how scon it was

after your arrival, and what remarks, if any, were sade at the
time about it. 3

I can't recollect the time exactly, exeept that it was after liew.
Hare had returned from golng after the packs that we heard firing
from below, 1 heard two very distinct volleys still they sounded
o long distanees off, Then we heard scattering shote aftervards
not very heavy.

¥hat remark was made about the firing?

Lieut, Mare and myself were together and 1 called his attention
%0 1%, I doa't rememder as there was any conversation between uss

Bow d14 you call his attention to 17

1 asked him if he heard that firings The supposition was it
was done by Ceneral Custer and his command,

Was that firing of volleys loud enough to be heard by the
ocokmand generslly?

I think 80.. _
¥hat ressons have you for thinking se?

1 was about ac far away from it as anybody in the comand and
besides I am a little deal natureilye

Were you at that time?

m.lﬂo‘
State whother any movement was made down stream by any part of

commané before any of the pack animals eame up, If so,
:spnormmdmwmm.umml

't know whose orders, but Capte Welr with his company
m:o.hzwtolnﬁnhtmh t ree quarters of a
uun.uhu.mxm.—u..

.
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Ae

Ao

Looate, ifm“.““i

moved with bis company as vew e TOLBt te whieh Capte Weir

88 you have stated,

mmmlummuh
uumnmmpnt-xrnumtu

Pid be reach that point defo
moved out” 'e any other part of the command

This point 9 seems
the point he went to,

He did.

Then at that time were thers N
-ldulﬁl”.w.nn:"mm*”m‘“

The balance of the camvand was together on the hill.

State, 1f you can, how long 1t was after you came on the hill be-
fore that advacee was made?

It was sore time,

Can you give any judgment?
I eannot,

Can you tell about how long it was after he left the hill t111 the
ammunition packs came up? .

No, gir; I canmot,
P4d they come up soon after?
Yes, sir,.

State whether any movement was wmade strean by the compand -
{f 80 - how long efter the advance pack mulss eame up
that movemsnt.

mnutiulnﬂlomnumntlnm:mumm
”mm.—um-pu-mnmutmmmu

wait t111 the whole train came up and teke everything slong. I
Mwmmmfmlumitinnmﬂmnlm

uumummuuumrmmmnum
upe

huuﬂmubymuhrthmtmnh“tu
streanm if you knowe

Ilu'tmw-muoﬂnuudmm

244 the order coms from Major Heno, either directly or through
the usual channels?

hntlm'tuunui-ttulntw-nnm




Ae

Ne

Ao

Afver the pask train came up

the command moun noved down
the river, till the advance company caume to ﬁ::‘:';‘ghMﬂ
the ridge below to that point indiested by the figure 9, Three
maulutumwumtm-t-lmnmﬂ
:ou“t .::tlth.:: o t::‘ t:t :anttlcmﬂu the hille
| e a
P e view of the country, Wiile

:
:
j
;
:
]
:

nrhuudth“miummwum..ﬁtﬂz;v
mmmu&xmnm«:hvm«tubmmm
rtmmmmiumtmlulﬁmu&l
company which was on the high point, Soon after getting into
position I saw the pack train and part of the command moving to
the rear. I remained in position however « I @id not receive the
order for the return movement, The general understending is thet

£
;
:
THH
sakeid
e
¥ ;
B
. 5
H3H
i
PpEEt

?
1

o
Godfrey 1 am golng to we Liout, Hare as wy

Hodgeon, my Adjutant has been killed™, I then drew in the
skirmish line, mounted my company and started back, I had gone
but a short distance wheon Capt. French's company came down the hill,

passing to the rear very rapidly and soon after lieut. Rdgerly
with D Company came down the hill quite rapidly. The Indians
followed them %o the crest of the hill and began
fire on them, As soon as I saw the Indians I dismounted my

:
:

1
the right faeing down the river towsrd the Indians. He had just
utmrmmudm-wuhmthplnumwm
mhnﬁnhmm'omtamlnmt
fall back as quickly as possibles. I recalled Licut, Fare and the
uu‘m:l.mxtothmomnmﬂ—uAm

!

mmm-mmmmlummwmw

4 not
Some Mmtbqulﬂmhpt.lﬂruﬁ. I eoul
m:-mmmmumhxu-maum They

went below down towrds the ford B.

uhen there Indians
t down to that advanced poeition were
mn’::l:: the command or engaging 1t at that time?




Ae I don't imow,

Ao Lots of Indians,

G  "het d14 they appear to be doing?

r

mem:«mmmmtmumu.m
rected down the river, 1 supposed hearing but 1ittle firing

from them - only an oceasional shot that General Custer's

troops had been repulsed and they were watehing his retrest.
mwmtncmuucxummumnmm
I think about 3 or ¢ miles.

They remained there till the Indians came up?

pere

Yes, sir; those companies did,

e Was the engagement severe in and around there or was there any
engagement at all resulting in any casualties?

r

No, sir; no severe engagement at all,

Qe What were the casualties during that advance before the troops
started back?

A I don't Shink there were any before they -tarted back.

e Now soon after that deployment if you can state $ill the troops
in the rear or any rart of that command started baeck?

A Quite scon after,

% 1 believe you have stated that you don't know by whose orders the
backward moverent was made,

Ao 1 do not know,

e h%ﬂf!ﬂuuthnﬂdt»xm;u_nm‘
pmuhﬂntmmcmshﬂdhmm

Ao No, sir.

%+  Was there any firing?
A Yos, eolr; some.

Qe Deseribe ite

A« They were firing occasional siotse

to return with your company from that

% You stated you wers and what impression thoy made

place. suhmtmmum
Vol, 2 «p, 97
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Ao “""“"““Wtwmwndronumm

Qe mmiﬂhmmteuuntﬁutmmwm

Ae Lihththrmtnhrmnun,m.;p.

Qe mnnmsmm-maom-unw

Ae  No, sir; not at once, because the Indians were keepi a
lnvﬁnhtmt.' gt

QL State if you saw Major Reno while you were st that advanced
position down stream, if so, what was he doing, where did you
see him and what orders did he give, if any.

& I don't remember to have seen him of to have heard him give any
orders; he may have been thore but I don't remember ite.

Qe At the time of moving bdack was Ma jor Remo's command in view of
your company while you were trying to hold the Indians in cheek?

Ae It was not.

Yo Had it passed entirely from your view?

A, Yeos, :u;m‘annnhm-nlmmWnlr. and I
was in a low place below - there was a ridge and one side
sloped towards his command and the other to whore 1 was.

Qe lhtmmrm!uoum-tholnuuuhnfmbnn
conmand?

Ao 1 was between the Indians and his commands

e ¥ith what troops?

A ¥With my am compeny onlye
Then “l.cmp...mconnadwhmtat 10:&.'&10.5
tomorrow, Vednesday Feby 5th, 1879

Chicago, I1l. February Sth, 1879,
10:30 A.M. 2lst day
The Court met pursuant to ad journments
Present
2= Do
Vol./98

on your mind at the time of receiving sueh orders.

Aot



Golonel JolmHe King,
¥th Infantry,
Colonel Welsey Nerrit,
Sth Cavalry,
uﬂm Colunel We B, m.

Srd Cavalry,

ist Licutenant Jesse N, Lee,
Adjutant, 9%h Infantry,

Major Me A lnoudhhco-ulmnnmmt.

MMlmortholmmnuunmmmml.

During the reading of the testimony of the witness Churehill
he desired to correet his testimony so that it slall read "I heard
the volley firing down the river socon after we arrived on the hill
with the packa”, !

During the reading of the testimony of Captain Codfrey, he
said "1 wish %o convey' tihe impressiom that when Lieut, Nare came
back after the pacts, he did not remain but weant on a head and the
packs came up Om @ run by themselves”.

The examination of Captain Oodfrey by the Recorder was then cone
- tinued as follows:

UESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.

He "hat order did you receive on jJoining the command and from whom
aftor returning from down stream?

Ae 1 was ordered to get into line quick by Naj. Henoe
e In person, or through the usual channsls.
A In person.

Tho directed or supervised the getting of your men into position
and what was their position?

F s
-

Ae  There was no regular position assigned to my companys I was
ordered to fall into line. It was interpolated with other

éomraniose |
4% 1 usderstand your company formed mo distinct part of the lime,
Ae  Yes, sire
%  What companies was it mized with?
A.  Companies *B", "N", “G" and "D%
<. hmmultuummnmnﬂxtumm
Ae  Immedistelye It began before I got there.

moi-’.” -




N M‘lumnmmmhi‘.
mﬂ““u“.mtm

r

Qe :::;:mnutmuunmmmnthﬂ.ﬂ
A I think 1t vas after six o’elock,

% m:.ngluﬁ-mthnththn

Ae  TILL dark or rather t1ll dusk,

‘:

State after you first joined Major Heno on the hill if the
battalion organizations wers kept upe

Ae I don't Shink they were.

& During the fight that afterncon where was Ma jor.fenc., What
vas he doing and what orders did he give and what 414 you
notice of his conduct in met or word?

r

I don't remenber to have seen anything of him or $o have heard
anything he said or to have any orders from him. -

Do you recollect seaing him?
I don't recollect it,

Or of saying amytiing to him?
No, sir,

recre

. After the figzht was over that day, whet preparations were made
to resist the Indians, What disposition was made of the troops
or of your companys

A. Astsoon ap the firing on the part of the Indians ceased we began
digging rifle-pits anéd putting the men in them,

e State what disposition was made of the troops thers at thet tho,

-

* Ae companies were chasged so as to be put in regular order,
l':lmmlndﬁcmum |

Se ¥ho gave the order?

A 1 don't remember who gave the orde .

%  Who assigned your company to ite positione
Ae I don't remember that any body placed 1t in position. *D» Co,

thdrawa from rear of the line to comneet with the
:,:‘nm-g-.:;mr:nuummamum_

,....,..' changing positions state if you can how it was
" x;ms_ﬁzimtmmdmmumumm.

what was-done and by whom?

TN el 440
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Ae

There was quite a gap
oosnpying a8 afey between the corrall and the line we were

hie if he had orders to f£ill up the
:::l ::.m the companies to the right, he said he had mot, I
lrhmhmMammMIh'tm
:.wmu“-:uldhmlsbutxt.ththm‘mttmth
done .unmamtonplmamtu,u

would be all right. He afterwards d1d speak to ajor Hemo as he

Gtate what conversation, if any, you had with refercnce to the
condition of the comand there an: what had become of Oeneral

Custer'and his comuand, "hat appeared to be the impression in
regard to where he was with his command?

This conversation ! spear of was with Captain Weir; we thought
bhe had been repulsed and unsble to muke & Junetion with us, we
thought that the command ought to move that night and affect a
Junetion with him, es we had fewer casualtiies there to take care
of than we would bhave in the future.

State 1f you inow where Major Remc was during that night, what
was he doing, and what orders 414 you receive from him, if any.

I don't recember to have received any. I may have done so and not
recember it,

Do you remember having seen and talked with him that night?
I do note
State at what time the fight began on the day following?

As soon as 1t was light.

What time was daylight in that section of ecountry at that time of
yoar?

%e 414 not have the local time, our watches were not changeds I
think 1t was sbout three o'clock or eariler.

&uﬁwutMMdmﬂﬁmw‘mm
Mummorujornnonﬂumhunumum
latter getting assistance to protect his line. If so, vhat was

thet conversation and what ou*.‘lormhuqcm 117

wtohm-mumn.mlmmmmultht

3 mun.uummtnmm
:,:::::-‘h::':," troops over there, that he must have another

fow fest from my right in a pit
com any moram.-homnru
ﬁﬁ&;t.MrmCthsmIMu-nmmn hard
uduul'iot.nhﬂhmldlm ther Co.

uuulm-udumm
e

“n'lmmm.rmam_almﬂ"m go over

o 457 . oasiail

1
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A.

Se

A

A

e

Yo

ficer. If so, deseribe thee acts fully.
to

on Capt. Benteen's line,
¥ho took them over
Capte. French,

m‘-hhrn-omututmnmmncwm
He remained where he was,

itate RmoWuﬁhithwummtwnm
ttn.ﬂuth!ﬁulﬁwmdmutyuhlhunm
mmorhmam.mmuuusutyuo_umor-

When Capt. lenteen came over our line some time in the fore-
mﬂuldumldhnhdﬂuthlumommw
front thut they were firing over on the rear of his line and we
would have to charge thes and drive them away, ! “now he had to

repeat the request a couple of times; that is as far as I can
oy about 1it,

To whom 414 he repeat the request?

To kajor Reno,

“hat was done by that officer?

The charge was made,

By whose order direct to the Stroops?

Capte Benteen's.

About what time of day was that?

1 ecan't place it.

How long before the gemeral engagement of that morning ceased?
Soon after this charge was made the engagement ceased.
T S A e e S
acts or words, if there was any further.

Sometime after this charge was made he came on the reer of my

line whers ] was and said he was going over to look up a new

there I was going to the
DonNicn el o Tarted asross sous 11ti1s distense between cur
1mmmrmt-munammuunmznuu-m
up & pretty heavy fire on us. Mlhjnl\ulhu::m .
said danmed if he wanted to be killed by an Indian he had gone
wmmrmu.unum-n-m“

after that con-
were with him at that time and :
“umh:v.m”i:mmwm"““"“mw

m._l-’.m. M
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Ae

State whether or not on the 25th or 268th of J

une had
couversation with Major Hemo in regard to what uﬂ-mz
General Custer's command; if so, state that conversation fully.

1 414 not,

State fully and clearly your opinion of the comtuct of ¥a
Reno as Commending Officer of the troops in that battle h’“
regard to courage, cooclness and efficiency as far as those

mattera came within your observation or knowledge, and state
the facts upon which your opinion is based,

1 saw very little of iim on the first day or night. I was not
particularly impressed with any of the qualifications. :

On the next day during the engagement how was 1%7

There was very little to do the next day except to lay and shoot.
There was no supervision required but what was done cutside of
the line was done by Capt. Denteen.

Is that your full answer to the Questiom?
Yos, oir; as near as 1 can underatand it,

State whether his conduet was such as tended to inspire the com-
mand with coufidence in resisting the enemy,.

1 don't thiak it was generally.

State whether or mot lisjor Remo %o your kanowledge appeared to be
exereising fully the functions and duties of Commanding Officer
uﬂlmywuhmruﬂwmmuﬂnu.ﬂ
and state all the facts upon which your opimion is baseds

Itmw.»mu then that Capte Benteen was exercising the
fusctions principally of Commanding officer.

1s mommumwnmn

m. sir.

MGmmmmuhvnlmmefrumuﬁorm

1 did.

Deseri | width and densipy
utmﬂhmuum
nu:v::rnv. ecd any circumstance u‘mm with that,

tc be a very large mass;
It was about getting :':.:"“:::':‘W it was between two



' sides mounted Ind
seened 10 de very compact, ians were riding; 1t

Qs  Did thet moving mass present the
prineipally or ponies? Grpearance of warriors

A. Ve could rot @lstinguish .. indiyi |
the outside, . viduals  in the mass, only on

Qe You could distinguish them on the outsfde?

Ae "“. lh‘o
G  Inside what d1d 1t appear to be?

A Just a moving mass.

qQ State whether you examined the place where the village had
been and if so, =tate what your examination was and give your
estinate of the size of the village, if you can do so satis-
factorily to yourself,

A I can't give any estimate as to the number of lodges. Ny
company with several others were detailed on the 27th I think
it was, to destroy the tepoe poles an: the camp material that
was left in the village, and we could not begin to touch it,

" I understand by that that every'hinz 'ad been abandoned and
laft by the Indians?

A A great deal, a large quantity of camp equipage and lodge poles
and robes.

Can you give any estimate of the mumber of lodges?

I can't do it possidblys

s
A
8 Any estimate would simply be a guess.
A Yos, sir,

Q

In regard to the effective fighting force of that village, give
your estimate of it if you can, and on what you base it.

A I made an estimate at the time, or rether & guess, from the
: pumber 1 saw in position and off at long distances, and it would
htonlmtlowhummcmdlm.

Did you make any examination of what is known as the Custer
battlefield or the route General Custer had takemn; if so,

deseridbe it fuily and any developments that eame to your
knovledge as to the fate of his command,

I made no exasination of the trail. I helped with my company to
bury the dead on the 28the My company was assigned to a certain
- 1ine of march. E,,.] _ '




e lhcrnmthtlnnrmtemnvm

Re 2xh:rrmltlm.&mnnmnmmnh

Q Desoribe what you saw about
ovidenses of o treasie the condition of the bodies and the
A Iuhutmhnhﬂ.nthummthu!
. es weres 1
M!M“wmmnahtnouﬂum. that I
rerember, mmuqm.nmxmtmrmm

Mhm!rm“mnmummd
m.xmurwmtmnmanom see if there

to
o LI e
What were those cartridge shells?

Cardbine shells, calider 43,

The saze as the troops used or different?

The sane &8 same of the troops used?
State lrmnhmmuu,uuot»onht “B™ or near it?
I went down to thet ford and thought 1 sav evidences of where shal

horses had gone seross the ford and I made up my mind at the
tike that Oeneral Custer dad attempted to cross there,

flow near to that ford 4id you find evidences of Tighting?

I saw no evidences of fighting near there; the first body wmas -
a long distance off from that, a half or three quarters of a
mile,.

In your examination eould you discover traces or eovidences
showing that Gemera! Custer had attempted to fly that field and
get away 1 mean General Custer's command? -

The bodies that 1 found where I found the shells were some distamce
from whers Goneral Custe:'s body was found, 1 thaink they had at-
tonpted to make a stand there, there were some 15 or 20 bodies
buried in one place by my company. All the troops 1 found there
mnadtohnﬂuhtnul.

To what compantes did those tOpS belong’
To 4iff rent companies, aii were not recognizable.

¥hat d4id the appearance of the bodies show, an apparext line or
scattorsd and 1a utter disorder?

of a skirmish linet |
: ucmummmnmmmtm

oul
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State 1f you know
Solatut B what was the econdition of the rees

ho
8 column,
the command, 48 compared with those of the

;

The horses of
scout some days defore Joining us under ¥ajor Keno and were
the

What were th.._ general condition of the horses?

The general condition of the horses was good,
URSTIONS BY MAJOR RENO,

How long have you been an officer?

Since June 1467,

You have been a captain how long?

Two years.

that was the number of the troops that were under Major Remo on
the hill top.

I think a 1ittle over 300,
How mony captains were there?
5 1 belleve,

Some of thex had beld high commands in the Volunteer ervice during
the war?

Two had .1 believe.

They had been ecolonels? _

One had been & colonsl and the other a lisutesant colonel.
They we'e experienced officers®

Y“. .ul
Zach ome abundantly able to command & company?

Yes, pir,.

ition or eharacter of
summrm"ommmunmm d
t;:atrmlc thcnulhlamoofmumummt

cors was \nQual?

1 don't think there was.

shumnmnocﬂmcummmmﬂm-thm
lnthmtrm‘uru'nmmu

As far as I know they hade

i T e mz - . =



Were not the duties each captain had

to perform of an elementary
character, sush as he
Prsngree, 'ﬂ.lﬂhm would be abundantly able to discharge from

Yos, osir.

Nﬁtm-ummmtnim
consisting mainly of self proteetion .:?‘:;n of & simple kind

Yoo » eir,

uxmnuﬂyahmthtinmmhtyahmﬂm

of those engagements you pretend to deseri
Reno said and d1a? AL et e

I do not,

He might have done and said meny things that you 414 not know
about?

m. lll'o

Then you only deseribed just that portion of your engagement in
which you took a part and which came under your view?

Only the facts which came under my own observation.
With regard to the opinion of yourself and Captain ¥eir about
moving out that night, is it not a fact that there is genamally

a difforence of opinjon where there is a large number of officers
with regard to the best way of econducting an engagement?

It is necessarily so.
Any dirference of opinion on the part of the Commanding Officer

does not of itself indicate anything wrong on the part of the
Commanding Officer? '

No, sir.
That was the opinion of Captain Weir and yourself?

mdm“mnmnobmhhmlmnumih
mhlumummwmolhﬂ

1 d4id net.
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L e

He had not,

uﬂmumwpmm order of Capte teen,
xunmuhgmmmm:h:t lld&t ltl::-
.mthtthmorulyginmwzm L

He gave the order,

mdhmtclnmuﬁnwmmmnhmuhmh

position to see the Indian
““.u““mmu:?uehbrhmntum

lo-hwltlutommxnduuudhwammm.
mtummummtw
!ﬁ.lllo

Did not Major Remo accompany the charge?
I shink he aid,

In point of faet that was one of the ects you saw ¥ajor Remo do?
L]
m.lko

With regard to lLieut, Hodgson's body, state if Najor Remo sent
any officer with men to recover Lieut, Hodgson's body and efrects.

I know he started with a part of the command.
That was at the river edge?

It was towards the river, I don't know where it was. I sent a
trunpeter along to get some water,

State whether at the time Mejor Reno went in the direction of
Lt.wumm-nm-otmmwwowuuh
he had to pass was such as to have provented him from hearing any
firing from the direction of Gemeral Custer's battlefield.

It might have done s0.
State whethor the firing at any time that you heard it was sufe

ficlentl  severe or sufficiently continued to make you or any
person in the ccemand have any belief that GCeneral Custer and

his command was destroyed?
Sueh & Shought 4id n:t eross my mind at alle

hlmﬁlﬂm.mlunlnuthhlﬂumm
“deMMtMtnmt.uMumm

I don't kmow; there were a great many.

A large number?

Yes, sir. mmminnuamauumuu I
DU
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During the night of the 25th d1a you hear any firing at all?

I heard I Shink once or twice, shots fired
but there wes n grest deel or'nnng — !-'ltuh of our line

o the village where
there was a war d.m; th., were firi
m' had & ‘1‘ fire. ring and yelling down there,

Thet was on the other side of the river?
Yes, sirj thet wes on the left bank,
Not on the bank whore Genersl Custer's bettlefield was?

No, sir.

During the night of the 25th there was no firing et all except
s you have described?

lone that I recollect.

Do you think e large nuiber of Indiens were around you that aftere
noon end evening of the E5th?

Yes, sir.

With regard to the ford D state how meny horses were found on
General Custer's battlefield; how meny shod horsea?

"1 @0 not know how many.

Was there not & much smaller number of dead horses than the mumber
of living horses the day before?

M sir.
That poiat "B* was ¢ watering place or fording place, was 1t not?

!... eir.

mnde by horses
Mtntﬁotnohotmdhmmmm
captured by the Indians and driven into the village?

They might have been.
State whother when a proposition is made to a Commanding officer by

confidence
second in commend or by en offiger in whom he has great
:; hesitetion in aceepting it end neting upon it is any indlestion in

any way of cowardice.

No, =ir,
Does it mot indicate to your mind considerstion and reflection?

Yes, eir; 1t would generally.

Then the hesitation of Major Hemo in accepting the suggestion
Capt. Benteen was not indicative of cowardice?

No, sir; I did not think 1t i-diceted cownrdice.
QU
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Qe
Ao

Qe

e

Qe

As

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDIR,

State whethor or not you were ac '
company yourself? ting as captain in commend of the

I was comending the company,

Shummrorlothm“ﬂﬁuuﬂomtuunﬁow
mdhmmmmmm-nM¢uhmm
fighting then other officers of the regiment.

They had not,

In a plagce of that kind « in & place of great danger « where

there is & difference of opinion smong officers as %o Just what
ought to be done, whose place is 1t dec
matters?

g
-4
i
g

The Commanding Officer.

You stated that Capt, Benteen came over and had spoken %o or
Hono and said the Indians should be driven away or charged - Was
Capt. Benteen in = safe or exposed position at that time?
Lxposed,

Deseridbe it.

i
:
{
;

It was s0 exposed that I told him he had bette
place he was, that he would get hit., He said the
bullet not having been moulded yet shoot him « that he had been
through too many dangerous places to care anything sbout thel
ing. :

Was this the position from whence he could see the Indians?

%

!“. dl'-
Mh”rﬁmmﬁclnﬂimtxm“hm

I think he could not.

/

Could he have seen the Indians by golng to the position where Capt.
Benteen was?

He could.

Vas there any hesistation there in his adopting the suggestiomns of Capt,
Benteen?

« after Capt. Benteen told him that the Indians must
L‘:xﬂ.:cr::y:.:hjor Reno esked him something about if he could see
them and sat there some little time, Capt. Benteon sald well if you
ﬂ'tptﬁuutmydnmhmﬂhmm.xuq
mtmtttm-nmwmmmtmm coms ine

nes and then upon us, Vajor Remo
:‘;x.;‘omd-uphmmmuwhcf‘unﬂm

command started out.
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Qe
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Q.

A

Qe

Ao

Q.

Ao
Qe

A

A.

Qe

Qe

A.

Q.

A

::-n:xmmmuouatummwnu out anye
ng General Custer or his commsnd, either by courier
or otherwise, to Jour knowledge? X

Hot to my knowledge ~ I heard
the aight of the ¢ that scouts had been sent out on

How did that information come to ? -
matter of hearsay? e 7 bl

It was by grape vine.

¥as there mot in that command from the vast nusber of Indims around
those troops some feeling of uneasiness in regard to Cenersl Custer
and his command? If there was, state what 1t was or was there s
feeling of utter indifference about him, as far as you observed?

I think everybody thought he had bees repulsed and the Indians hed

driven him awey, There was such a feeling and [ heard the men say

during the night that they thought Gemeral Custer had sbandoned them
as he did not come bdeck.

Was there in your mind or in the mind of others as far as you know,
any lmpression that Oemeral Custer would abandon any part of his come
mand if 1t were 2 possible thing for him to get to 1t7

I don't think there was any such impression.

In regard to the ford § on which bank of the river did you see tracks?
n the rlgbt bank.

Could you be positive where the tracks came out om the left bank”

I went ou the other side and saw no tracks there,

You state that at the time you came up in the first inatance to
¥ajor Heno's position on the hill you did not cbserve amy pistol
firing? What was your position?

The rear compeny in the battalionm.

Do you mean to have it inferred that he could not have fired =
pistol on eoming to meet Capt. Benteen?

Imlﬂlntmhh;lm'tmmmtu.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR HENWO

Capt. Senteen had had considerable experience in Indisa fighting
had he not?

!il. sir.

That opinion that you and Capte Yeir expressed together wes in the
nsture of a conversation between you?

Yol. 2 = Do 112 -



Ao
e
A
G

G

Ae

he
Qe
A.
.
Ao
Qe
A

Qe

e

Ge

Q.

ke

Yes, sir.
That was all?
Yes, sir,

mmmuwu—mnntommornm
lo. eir,.

mmthjwhmmuumanmumu
commend ought %o remein where {t d1d° et

Yes, sir.

When did you go to the ford B?

On the 28th,

With whom did you go?

I don't remexber,

Did you go with Capt, Denteen?

I don't know - several of us were there.

Had not Capt, Benteen with a detachment of horses been there dbefore?
I don't know.

Don't you know he was the first to visit the field and that he went
to the ford BY

1 do not.

Might not those marke you saw on the ground which indicated shod
horses heve been made by horses of Capt. Benteen's on his way to the
battlefiold?

They might.
QUESTIONS BY THE COURT,

it the time moved down to Capte Yeir's position to the point
m::.u loir::lnl. did you look in the direction of the place of

nassagre?
Yes, sir.

Could you see 1%7 : :

1 could see the general lay of the ground, but sculd mot see sny
bodies or persons except Indianad

see the point?
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mﬂ-nmhhwornnuu.uuumnthtm

No, sir] I don't think there was -

6 Bat thas. I sew no evidences of fighting

The witness then retired.

:ohmtt,lelum.nuhmmwmmﬂbﬂu

duly sworn %o testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing dut
the truth, testified as follows: "

CUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.
State your name, occupetion and residence.

John Frett = I am proprietor of the Commereisl Hotel and billisrd
reom at St, Faul, Mionesota.

Were you present with the 7th Cavalry or any part of it at the
battle of the Little Big Horn on the 25th and 26th of June, 18767

Yes, sir,

In what capacity nn.m there?

As a c¢citizen packer,

¥hat were your duties as pscker?

To take care of the mules and pack and unpack them,
Had you considerable experience in that?

Well, middling.

hmnm"orthﬂihnrmulyummmm,
most of thep?

Yes, =ir.

Whet condition were they in?

They seemed in pretty good conéition.
How were the mules?

They were in aversge good condition.
mcmormm»uhrtgnmﬂ“?
Not there.

Were there any horses left on the road?

Iﬂﬁmnmmﬂlﬂmﬂ_-ﬁlimmmtmm
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Qe Where d1d the pack train march?

4. We generally followsd up in rear of the

Qe How does & pack train march ususlly - scattersd out or closed upe

A. Vhen they are packed there is & bell horse
ahead which somedody
nmmmmuuﬂmNhumunalCnﬂuw

@  On the moraing of the 25%h where was 1t thet t heard of the
engagement ~ what word ceme to you? el

A. Ve had several reports come which d4id not prove %o be true $ill =

Im'turﬁoﬁnmm.htumulmmum
mmnt“mmmnnupt

the rt. Ve

were at the watering place near the tepae - the last tepee that was
there before we got to the battlefield ~ the one with the
in 1% - when & sergeant ceme from some company of the 7th Cavalry =
I don't know what company, and said we should hurry up that Gemersl
Custer was attacking the Indiasns, , '

Q« Tho gave you the order?

A. We got our orders from the chief packer.

Qs Who did he get his orders from?

A. Sometimes (irect from Cenerel Custer and sometimes from iejor Heno.

% Did Capt. “athey have saything to do with the pack train?

A I know him = I don't know that he hed much to do with we.

Q. Vere there sny soldiers with the pack train?

A. Some discharged soldiers. .
0. Was there a company of soldiers with the peck train that dey?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far did you move from the watering place till you halted?

A. That I can't tell.
Q. Where did you go and what did you do?

A We must have gone 23 and 3 miles wheri we halted snd were ordered
ahead again.

Q. What did you halt for?
A. To get them all together.

" Q. How fast did you g0?

walk.

e

' R - y
hL. i g il P erm—

A. As fast as the mules could
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m-"’ln‘

Were you pushing them?

We were driving them along. We did mot trot them any.

Where did you go then?

We started towards the big hill before we got to the river and
when we got about hslf way, orders were we should return.

Was that the big hill where you met the commend?

It was where we met & large part of the command - Major Remo's and
Capt. Benteen's commands were both there.

From there you moved down the river and back sgain?

Yes, sir,

Where did you move back to, near the place you stopped first?
Right at the place we stopped.

After you got back what occurred - was there sny fighting?

We could see Indians around us firing - they were pushing us pretty
hard - we were corralled there.

Tell what you did with the pack $rein when you ceme bdack?

After we put it in that place we got orders to unpack and put the
packs into breastworks.

¥hat was done with the pseka?
Put into breastworks. ZEvery pack that was there was put in,
Could you see what the troops were doing end what were you doing?

Ve were busy unpacking the mules and putting things in shape as we
we were ordered to; snd the troops were fighting.

Did you see ¥ajor Remo during the fighting that afternoon?
I did not.

Did you see any officers down there?

Yes, sir.
Fhat orders did they give?

Fe haéd no orders except to unpack the mules and put the packs inte
breastworks.

Bidmbodymmnm”“rmmnmnn?

Yes, sir; several of the officers, Lieut, Edgerly and Iieut. Varnum
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uupt.m.htmycummuumm « They were
generally on the line £i iy

&h - On the
o Gt B . ting northeast corner was where I

“h:':u't-mththumm&mhthtmmhud‘n-

Yes, sir,

I refer to the officers who came there.

Lieuts. Varnum, Mathey and Zdgerly.

For what purpose did they come - what did they say?

m:auut-ymuu-uut.umwmmm
told them not to be discoursged, that 1t would come out all right.

hummn.‘umlmuuﬂmmumaﬂﬁvé

it the time Lieut, Kdgerly was there I was holding my horse snd two of
three others. )

¥hat became of your horse?

He was shot,

When did you firet see Major Remo on the 256th of June®
In the evening after the firing censed.

Go on and tell just what occurred - What you said, where it was « what
wng said and done and every fact in regard to it, sccording to your
own knowuledge.

In the evening after the firing ceased I went over towards where I

m,ummnmumm.xmnmrmaum
notice him till I wes almost in front of him when [ turned and
wes Major Remo, I seluted him and said “Good
paild was "ire the mules tight" 1 dmﬂuﬂthm“:

;
?
iz
-4

said "Tight, God demm you" :
:o‘mﬂ. :thn-m“.'mum:ummmuuu-
and seid *I will shoot you". At that time & friend of mine named
Churehill palled me back sud thet was the last I sew of Major Remo |

til11l the mext day some time.

Did you notice snythil¥ in respect to lajor Reno's conditiom there -
by aet or word?
!u.nh'.
Tell what 1t was.

ﬁh‘lhtﬂ..f‘i"ﬂﬂlh‘tﬂ“hdﬂm-ﬁ
shiskey flew over me énd he steggered. If & e
u-mm.numxmaunmm B
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Iountucotuuk.hmmmuhnt.

Why did you go there for 1t?

hhdu&tumtmmumumm I had lost
umuﬂmwmulmmlﬂn. Imt;ammu:kr
on and that was why I went there.

What else did you lose?

I lost my blankets, two.shirts, & pair of pants and a blouse,

Fhere d1d you go after leaving the place where Mejor Reno slapped you?
I went back to whore Fagner the Chief Packer was, he was wounded there.
Did you get anything to eat that night?

Cne of the packers opened e dox of hard tack which he brought in -
that was all we got.

How long had you been under iejor Hemo's commend as Commanding Officer,
if you know, up to the time this difficulty occurred? Who was Commsnd-
ing Officer of the expedition?

General Custer.

You were not with Major Hemo's cammend till after you came on the hill
that day as I understand,

No, sir; we only followed it ups
You joined it there?
Yen, sir.

Hed he ever ssid anything to you before that or hed any difficulty
with you?

Never. 4l I knew of him was when we used %o break in the mules to

Muhmcummwhmmﬂmu.
There was where 1 saw what I did see of him. -

Bﬁhhtlmmmtiwhhmﬁuumuu
thnt command.

Innlldm.llmmttMlnMMJnﬁlm
hﬂmnﬁmmkmn-thttmmm

!‘..“fol

¥hat kind of a discharge did you get?
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Yes, sir; three years end four monthe.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RERO.

lhoamttthatl.hut.!lmly-nwio tredin
talked to the men there? b e -

Dnthoarhmofth“mun.
u.mtmm-mmtmn.mm-m

I don't recollect that Capt. Benteen was there st all,

What other officers came over to the psck train that afternoon?
Lieut. Wallace came omce and got e lunch snd went away again end
told the boys to go imto the line snd fight as much as they could
and encouraged them end then Lieut, Vethey sud Capt. Freach, I
think, I am not sure, were over there,

Did not Capt. Benteen come over there send drive out a lot of
skulkers?

Not to my knowledge.

ire you positive he did not?

I did not see him,

Could he come there and drive outsiulkers without your seeing him?
Not very well,

Do you say he did not come?

I can't say - 1 can't give a positive enswer to that.

You say he could mot have been there end driven outskulkers without
your seeing him?

Iﬁiﬂlﬂdmmnm;rhcmm&m.

Do you say he was not there?

Im'tﬂnapﬂt!vcmﬂ;ﬂhnﬂu“thmmx
not see 1t.

There had been officers over that afterncon to drive soldiers %o
their duty?

Hot to my kmowledge.
Nﬁmbouoﬂlmmmourkhuﬂmupm
duty?

Not to my knowledge.
Mmldﬁcomuﬂuthmmkhﬂlhhnlhm
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come dack and do their duty on the line?

Ao Iu'tm-nutmt.mn-omnumanqmmm
%0 go outs ¥e sald he was not hired %o go on the line to figh

| that he was = eltizen packer « that is what he told me
, all I know about it.

and
Qe nu'tmhnth-umameulotmm:damhlof
complaint of men stealing in the pack train?

Le ”.-“o
Cs Do you know there was a good deal of complaint in regard to stealing?
A+ No, sir; not in the pack trsin - we got our rations regular.

Q. Don'$ you know some of the officers lost things, by theft, from the
pack train?

Ae Bo, sir.

Ce ajor Renc smacked you in the face?

A. Yes, sir,

Qe He was nct a coward then, was he?

A. xu*tm-mmxhwauath'mﬁltmuﬁnorm.

Qe Do you say that after an affront like that you have no bitter feelings
toward lajor Reno? _

A+ No, sir; mot in e place like this.
Q. How often have you and Churchill talked this matter over?

Ae umitmmummamuunnumm:
mormning.

0, Did you talk it over yesterday?

ie ‘ﬂ.m. :
Qo Was 1% not your memory yesterday thad the Yine you received

this fighting and the time you set
:tnuoummmhoo'm

Ae I don®t know anything of the kind.
Qe mmmmmtumm

Ao 'O. sir.

Qe mmm-ummmmnm
Ae No, sir.

Qe umﬂmnwummmm
e Sade i o B
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No, -1rslmmnwwmhnldp.

Najor Reno was quite drunk, was he?
;mem-nmnhmumhn-n.
Would you say he was very drunk?

1 would,

Did he stagger end stmmer?

Yes, sir; his lenguage was not very plain.

hm‘hmnmnmm-mulu&nhm.u
got over it?

That depends on eircumstances,
1 ask you as an expert,

If @ men still keeps at it he will never get cver it - If he stope
he will get over it finally,.

Dié you see any evidences the next moming of his having been drunk?
I 444 not see him the next morning. I saw him in the afternoon again,

Pid you see any evidences of his being drunk at all except in that
interview?

Does that cover all the time I have been with him?
Noj that time,
Thet was the only time I saw him drunk there.

¥here were you going at the time you met him?

I made the statement that 1 went to where we had the packs %o get a
blanket and something to eat.

By whose order did you go?
lyhmﬂmc'.-huuhpnlmitumupt”
thing to eat.
Mhmnuontyudumusm-ﬁm“ut rations being
stolen?

No, sir,

bilhntuymmmmdmm-mu.m

No, sir; he could not sey that.
Iuhmhoruatwtotﬂ'
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Yes, eir; pretty arunk,

Almost incapedle of walking?

He braced himeelf against a peck,
Fhere did he go after that?

Idﬂ'tmi-lhtw. I 414 not 1like the looks of his gunm.
mnntmtofﬁ.nu“(how
I 414 not see him go away from there. I went away,
Did ho stand $111 you went away or did he move first?
Churchill and I went away and left Major Renmo there.
Did you hear u.f'lomm where he went?
No, eir; I did not look after him. :
For ell you know he remained there all night?
Yoe, sir; he might have remained there,
. QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.

How many eitizen packers were employed in that train that Capt,

McDougall was bringing up? _

There were five or six altogether.

Sere the balsnce of the men in with the pack train soldiers or

citizena? ‘
Soldiers. 4
mtmm«tluuamﬂm to fighting or anything

of that sort?
umamom”hiwhﬁshuumnwumlmt
revolvers.

Home of the citizen packers had say weapons excopt revolvers?

'0. sir.

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO.

&Jummutmmmakutm-nm-um"aﬁm

It was either a bottle or a little jug = - anyway the whiskey flew over
me when he struck at me.

_What is an honorsble ‘”‘.‘-'_u_‘ "'“'" i -
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When he is paid and dlemissed?
Yeos, sir.
QUESTIONS BY TME RECORDER,
Were you discharged from the service as a scldfer?
Yes, sir, [
Did you get an homorsble discharge?
Yen, sir.
And you consider your discharge as a packer in the same way?
Yes, sir.
QUESTIORS BY MAJOR RENO.
You had something to attest your discharge as & soldier?
Yes, sir; I hed my discharge.

Do you mean that a discharge 2s a pecker gives a man & certificate of
good chareoter? .

No, sir; mot at all.

CUESTIORS BY THE RECORDER.
¥hat was your discharge from the reguler amy or the wlunteer service.
From the volunteer service.

QUESTIONS BY THE COURT.

Did you know who stole your elothing?
No, sir; I would give ten dollars for e memorandum book I lost,
i::dmmrﬂuut?

Ko, sir.
mammmum-wuﬂmmmm
mnmuﬁimuh?hmkm.nnmﬁm.

The witness then retired.

Captain F. ¥. Benteen being recalled by Najor Remo testified s
follows: Y :
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WESTIORS BY MAJOR RENO,
State whether during the engagements of

the £5th and 26th of June
1876 you had oceasion o go to the :
out from 1% skulking solds . pack train in order to drive
Ih‘o

Once or meny times?

Many times,

State if you went there on the aftermoco: of the 25th?

I don't know that I went there for thet purpose that afterncon.

Gtate Iif you went there townrds evening on the 25th?
Not for that purpose.

On the 26th snd night of the 25th, state if you did.

I was around there very often and very much both on the evening of
the 25%h end many times during the day of the 26th for the purpose
of getting skulking soldiers and bringing them up to their duty.

State whether or not there was very considerable compluint with re-
gard to stealing rations and other articles from the pack traina?

They stole evarything I had.

¥ere there not also complaints that different articles were being
stolen?

Y.'. sir.

The witness then retired,

Captain E. G, Mathey, 7 Cavalry 8 witness called by the Recorder
mummm'u murx'm truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.
State your name, rank, regiment and where serving.
E. G, Mathey, Captain, 7th Cavalry, serving st Fort Totten, Dakota

Territory.

ou were on the 25th end 26th of Jume, 1876,
Thor, with what comand and under wha' comsading officer or of-

ficers if more than one.

!mumortup-&mufmhlﬁlhhm.g

end afterwards of Ma jor

i




A

Ae

Ae

Ce

Ge

A

A.

Vol 2 = p. 125

suulrmm'hnmmkmumo

the 25th of June, 1876; how f . “.mmlﬂnr
ar was 1% from
whon Capte Benteen's col mn diverged to th. :.tt of G=.

Custer's column, if you know,

mhutumluuuuhm

timber whore stopped
Just defore.daylight. We marehed some distance = ?

two hours and them a long halt was

wo

1 went %0 sleep = somebody up '
mmmlmuan-m-comom

The offi=-
cors were coming away. Gene Custer hed given thom their orders
Immudn’rlhdnfuﬂhuorhnto&tnd

to the pack train. Gverything got ready to move and I followed
the command, After we hed gone I suppose two miles
Benteen turned to the left with his column.

#as that near the divide?

Yes, sir.

State what order, if any, you had recelwv=d in regard to the
pack train and from whom? “

1 received orders from Gen-ral .uster. I reported to him every
eveaing and received orders from him what to do. That morning
Lieuts Cook can: back and drou ht me an order to keep the mules
off the trail th'y made 20 much dust. I sent a man to see about
doing it end whils he wes gone was when Licus. Cook cam» and
asked me i I had received the order. I sald ye:s and I was
about doing 't sad when the man came back from giviag the
order | asked Lieuts Cook how that was. He said Shat was
better = th-y wers not kicking up so much dust. That »as the
last order I over got from that source. .

Of how meny animals 4id the pack train comsist, and how many
men, with it, inmeluding the ascort?

About 160 mules snd I was supposed to have an aversge of 5 men
rmmhem-lmmuhmborlhdm’lmvm

In sddition to that how many citizen packers did you have?
Iﬁmtmtu-lxudpnmmius.

Did you have a chi I packer OF hoad packer?

Yes, sir; 1 hai a man scting in thad capacity = 1 forget his name.

the
Go on and deseribe the movements of :
time Capte Beat-ed diverged to the left up %o the hT'
hludmm'-o—-ﬂuﬂunn. if you joined g:.:u
state sll the orders you receive! and all the halts made

all the eircumstances?

o foom: e in Sk, S v
:tr:::.:.:l;rntanl. m-mn::znuzm_
leave two men to pack him and g0 shoad -
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Did you come in sight of Capt. Benteen®s columm st thet place?
I 414 not see it.

Was there any delay at that watering plece or 4id the general
movament keep on?

1 don't know that it was delayed sny - it was not reported that
it was. It seemed to move right along. .

In repescking did you delay the gemeral movement?
b’ sir.

Da you know whet time of day 1t was when Capt. Benteen diverged
to the left with his column.

1 judge it wes mear 12 o'clock.

About how far was it from there till you came to the morass you
speak of? .

1t was four or five miles, I think.
$hose trail wire you them following?
1 supposed 1t was Gemeral Custer's & n) Major Remo's together.

What other objeet did you pass after passing the morass?

morass 1 juige abou: three miles we caxe t0 o
g:: E‘Wuld something sbout a desd Indian imside of it,

but I 4id mot lcok inside.
¥ho 4id you meet near the tepee and what orders if any were ro-
celved?

b
he te probably two or taree miles, 1 don't
e WI' saw somebody coming back, one I remembder

remember the distance,
breed od him if Gen. Custer was Ivhipplng them
pr-b e s for hime I saw a great deal of

they were too sany .
2;.. ':1&:! 1 ;irst knew they were Tighting I stopped the head

Otthopnkmnnamtwﬁhwbwﬂﬁtm
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had been fighting and I would wait for him to bring up the rear. W¥hen
it came up we went ahead.

How long was that halt?

Probably ten or fighteen minutes, It was not long.

Did you receive orders from General Custer or Major Reno or Capt. Benteen
om that march?

No, sir; only such as I received from Capt. ¥eDougall.
Did any sergeant report to you with orders?

Ko, sir.

From that point where you made the halt how far were you from Major
Reno's position on the hill, if you know?

Where I made the halt it was probably 2 or 3 miles.

What did you see in the direction of where the village was supposed to
be?

I saw smoke and | thought I saw mem on the hill; they turned out to be
the command of Major Reno.

Did you meet any officer there with orders?

After we started I met Lieut, Hare who said he wanted the smmmnition
and | detached two mules from the train and ordered them to go with
Lieut, Hare.

‘How much asmmunition did a mule carry?

Two boxes, each with 1000 rounds in a box.

Did you see that smmmnition taken out of the boxes.

Hot that I remember.

State what was done tien about the pack train?

We moved on till we got to Mejor Remo, was at a pretty fast walk.

After starting the ammunition pack mules with Lieut. Hare, how long
was it $i11 you srrived with the pack trein? What time of day was it%

Something less than & half an hour prodably 20 minutes. I think it
was about 3 o'clock when we reached Major Remo's command.

How do you fix that as the time?

I judge we started sbout 11 or 12 from where the long helt was made; we
then marched six or seven miles to the morass, and about 3 niles from
there to the tepee, and from the tepee to where Vajor Hemo was, was
about 4 or 5 miles, and I think it would be about thaet time that we
ﬂim.

¥hat hostile Indians did wu your arrival and how did you ac-
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quaint yourself with it and where did you see them?

I saw a few scattered Indisns in the bottom not in any numbers at all,
¥as there firins around Major Remeo's position?

lo, sirs ™ .

Did you observe at that time any movement of Indians st a distance?

Someone gave me & glass and 1 saw off at &« éistance of three miles or
more and could soce indians eireliamg around, but no soldiers.

Where was that?

Down stream about where the village was,

Could you tell on which back 1t was?

On the left benk,

Did you see Major Reno on your arrival ou the hill?

m.lll'o

¥hen?

Soon after my arrival.

What was be doing and what orders was he giving?

He was standing there and givin: some orders %o Captain Freanch sbout
going to bury Lieut. Hodgson, and some men st the foot of the hill.
I remsmber Cspt. French rather seemed to want more mem %o go with him
and ¥ajor Remo told him to g0 on and he went on. Shortly after that
he gave an order for Capt. French to come buck. I heard Major Reno
say we must try and find Oenmersl Custer. I don't remember his words,
but something about going in the direction where Uemeral Custer was.

How long after Capt. French was ordered down the hill till he was
ordered back agsin?

Only & few minutes.

¥hat did you do with the pack train?

¥e got no orders there till the commend started to move down the river
then the pack trein followed; 1 observed the movements of the troops
How long arter your srrival on the hill before the commend moved down.
I think about half an hour.

Do you know what they were waiting for?
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I don"t know exaetly., I remember Capt. Moylan seld it would be

difficult to go along with his wounded men. We mnde the movenen t
very slowly.

How many wounded men 414 he have?

I don't remesber., I remember s sergeant were carryihg. I don't
renember what others, el

mmhmuomcﬂomonﬁtdo-matm?
IO. Ill‘o
¥ho ordered you to move out with the pack trein?

I don't remember receiving any orders, I just followed the commend.

Describe the movement down the stresm as far as it came within your
knowledge.

There was ome coupany in front which I heard was Capt, Teir's when we
got near the top of the high m uzhll-h.

ﬁuj.hlu-mwhnﬁ?&m ﬂM.IM@ﬂ
had gone over a mile with the pack train, | don't know exaetly.

Do you kmow anyth ng about the movement of Captain Weir's company down
the stream?

Nothing only what I heard.

¥es he there whea you first got on the hill?

I was under the impression he was but I don't remember distinctly.
Do you know he was down to that advanced position?

Yes, sir.

State where you went after you turned back wit: the pack train; whet
was done with 1t? ]

"hen ' of the hill it seemed to be a good position and they
hllt::::a':’butuumnmmunnatonoﬁu,Mlu.
ceived orders from Captain Senteen to put the mem on the line, and I
@ave the order for the mem %o go on the lime end lot the mules go., I
'lllimttomﬁoMndmmmMMthMﬁ:aﬁt
to thst place «nd boxes were put around to affond protection and after

thut the other wounded were brought to that place.

' What men were ordered to the line, the mem of dirferent conpanies?

¢ tal
The men of the different companies. I heard Capt. Benteen say pu
ﬁmutumnu.ﬂnm“hmun-uumﬂ.
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Go on and state anything about that matter thet you reccllect.

The firing kept on and we remained there. Sometime after dark ¥ajor
Reno gave me an order to put boxes out to cover the front, there was
quite a depression and the firing was heavy from that direction. With

help I put all the bomes in the place where I was directed. Capt.
Moylan's company was in that position.

Did you order all of the men with the pack train out on the line?
Yes, sir.

What facilities had you for takine care of the mules?

Not much, only the men thet I mld/fiek up smong the mules?
Did you have any eitizen peckers?

Yes, sir; one or two of them.helped me unpack the mules,
¥hat were the duties of the citizen packers? '

To help pack and repack and they did so - I had no special instructions
about them. 1 supposed them were there to instruct the mem how to pack
and to nssist. I think they did a great deal of packing around Hesdouar-
ters.

fere the citizem' packers armed,, if so, with what?

Some came to me for carbines and I told them to pick them up if any of
the wounded mem had left them or any where they could find them.

Did you have any troudble with the packers?
'0. gir.
What was their gemeral conduct?

I had no trouble and there were no complaints mede in the commsnd that
1 remember.

mmumplmuptmm-numtmm.r.

1 don't remember that amy one did. I put the boxes there myself with
Dr. Porter. I don't know whether Dr. Porter or myself made the sug-
gestion, I know the first men was brought there and then the others

were brought there. |
When did the firing cease on the afternoon of the 25th?

Not $il11 about dark, as near as I remember.

D14 you see Major Remo immediately after the cessation of the firiag
or before that?

remember seeing Ma jor
After we came back from that position I don't _
Reno %111 after dark when 1 received those orders from him.

.‘w. '-'.m &6
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Did he give that order in person or by his Adjutent?
hm‘.
¥hat was done that night about the peck trsin and by whose order?

Nothing more that night. The next morning I got whet leriats snd
ropes 1 could and fixed some kind of a picket line tying 1t to the
the dead mules and horses to tie the living horses and mules to.
Lieut. Edgerly tied some of his horses to it. There was not Mite
room enough to tie all the horses and mules of the command, but
some were tied end then the firing commenced early.

‘hat time?

Soon after daylight. There woere but few shots fired while I sas fixe

ing the line, It took me probably half and hour to fix the line =t that
time,

i
By whose orders did you do thet? o3 L '_ ,%

I had no orders to do it.

Did you see Major Remo that night after he gave you thot order?

No, sir; 1 know sbout where he was lying.

Where was thatl |

Near the pack trein rather m;’md' 1it. P
How fer from the line where thie t¥egps Were engaged’

I think 30 or 40 yards from the lime right where the pack mules were,

How often 4id you see him thfhlﬂ-wm

1 don't remesber seeing him omly whem he gave the order - probably I
passed near him.

¥as he lying down when he gave She order?

I think he was standing up whem he gave the order.

State when you next saw Major demo, what was he doing and what orders did
he give? VR

n lan's company
On the morning of the 26th 1 sew him by where Capt. Yoy
‘Olnrnn:n:r thoputtnlulj#“ul-hutloo'm tie
was apperently walking sround the lines
¥as there a senersl engagement going on? .

Yes, sir; the firing was pretty heavy them.

Was 1t about as heavy as it had beer

Yes, sirj about the seme.

R B8 &7 .'!._, IS
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When did the fire from the Indians slacken?
Sometime in the afternoon about 3 or 4 o'clock,

I don't mean ceasing but slackeaing.

That is what 1 mean, probably sbout 3 1t kinder slackened up. I
heard some few shots after that.

¥hat tize did the fire entirely cease?
It was probably 5 or 6 o'clock as far as I remember,

Can you state that from the time you arrived on the hill on the after-

noon of the 25th till the evening of the 26th how often you saw Major
Reno?

. About three or four times.

Afteor the close of the engagement what orders ¢id you receive from
¥s jor Reno?

I received orders to mowe everything down to another position down.
towerds the creek that would be in a South or Southwest direction.

After the close of the engagement how often did you see Vs jor Reno
t111 the close of that day?

I saw hinm frequently.

You arrived on the hill with the advance of the pack train”

Yes, sir,

You don't mean with the amsmmnition packe?

No, oir,

Did Capt. MeDougall amive soon after?

Yen, sir,

How soon sfter?

I don'$ remember., I peid no attention, he wust have come very soon

after. It was s little while after I met Lieut, Hare thet we moved on
after I made thet halt.

In regsrd to taking the packs off that night, were they put by the companiesy

- They were not put by companies; they were put in & depression. GSome
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Q+ FHow were rations distributed to the command that night?

he I don't know that eny distributions were mede thet night, I don't
think anybody ate much that night, we had no orders. .

"« Vas there say regular distribdution or did the nen help themselves?

A« 1 heard talk sbout men stesling rations. I suppose they helped theme
selves, 1 saw nobody issuing any.

e Hed the packers stolen sll the rations?
A. No, sir; they may have taken some,
Qs Did you hear any special complaint about things deing taken.

A, Bot any more by the packers thean by the soldiers, if they were hungry
they helped themselves. There was nobody to prevent them,

+ You would not consider it your duty if you had seen m.a eating a plece
of hard tack to take it from them and drive them away?

A. No, sir; as the packs got mixed up it wes hard to tell what companies
Shey belonged to before that each company had their owu packs. It would
be difficult for the men to find out what belonged to their Co's.

Q. Gtate without rescrvetion your opinion of the conduct of Major Reno on
* the 25th and 26th of June, 1876 in respect to coolness, efficiency and
coursge, s far as it came under your observation and state all the
facts on whic: your opinion is based,

4e When Major Remo first came up he was as any man would natumally be -
under the circumstances, somewhet excited. I suppose it was not long
since he had come out of the fight and that would be the natumal cone
dition for » men to be in, I did not see much of his conduct, only as
1 have described where he gave me orders, I did not think to question
hie courage. 1 saw no action on his part to indicate went of courage
or indicating cowardice,

Qe Did he seem to be exercising the powers and duties of commending offi-
cer in a place like that? Wes he around stirring up things generally?

"Ae 48 I stated, I only saw him three or four times. I stated wat he said
%0 me and where ] saw him. s

4 You received orders from someons else beside ¥ajor Hemo?

A& Yes, sir; I received orders from Capt, Benteen, He was the next offi-
mhhjorummxnwhcmuuuummrruhja

%  Hed you in eny way been put under Capt. Benteen's orders?
Ae m‘,m’.o
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That was a mere inference of yours?
Yes, nrzlmnloﬂmuhmthomduumi.

State whether any effort was made on the night of the 25th after the
cessation of the firing on that day or on the 26th to sseertain what

had become of Genersl Custer's command, if so, what wes done snd by
shose order, if you know?

I don"t remember anything being done. I remember on the night of the
25th I wnieratood thgl ¥ajor Hemo was trying to get someone to go out.

How d1d you get that understending?

I don't know, It seeus $o me something was said about it. I heard
from someone, I ecan't say from whom, they they could not get the
scouts to go.

Were there any other scouts there but Indisns?

Herendeen wes there; I don't know whether any others except Indisn
scouts,

What impression, if you know, prevailed in the commend on the night
of the 25th as to what hed become of Cemeral Custer and his com-and?

I don't know that I heard any expressions. My impression was that
General Custer was surrounded as we were and had wounded men and would
not abandon them, that probably he was in the same fix we were,

Iuthmmupmuu that he hod gone to join General Terry?

I don't recollect hearing any expression of that kind., It was not
uy impreseion. 1 thought if Gemeral Custer could get away with his
wounded he would eertainly break for his own command, I don't know
what others thought. )

You were with the pack trainj state, if you know, if there was any
whiskey in the command.

1 heard nothing said sbout any.

Did you see any?

On the 25th I saw Msjor Remo had e bottle with a little im 1%, Someone
-peh.ruiuMuanﬂhu’.dmnﬂmmmhnthumﬁ
nﬁualokupfruptuumtoqumn-m e 1t wae a flask,
I don't know whether a quarter or a pint, there wes very little left in

§t then.
When was that?

On the mesning of the 26ih.
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QUESTIORS BY ¥AJOR RENO,
Did you ever see any indications of drunvrenness om the part of
¥a jor Remo during those two days? -
l..--'ll'-

Did you ever hear sny intimstion that he hed dees drunk?
Not until last spring.

Did you ever hear any officer charge ¥ajor Remo with heving been
under the influence of liquor during those engagements?

No, sir.

No evidence ever came %0 your knowledge of his having been under
the influence of liguor.

Ko, sir.

fe was giving away that whiskey he hed?

I don't rememder his giving any of it away,

£t the time you sew him did he look as if he had been drinking?
No, sirj 1 saw nothing wrong sbout his having it.

Is it not common dn long expeditions end is it not proper for officers
to carry a small apount of liquor with them?

Yes, sir.

Fully es proper as for travellers on reilroads?

Yes, sir,

You had been gone how long from where you could obtain supplies?

I suppose supplies could have been got on the Rosebud, perhaps
M.trnv::lthlﬂlphuuhﬁﬁlm‘lﬁ the 22nd,

It was the 26%h you saw taat flask?

Yes, sir.

It was not larger than & QAW

Ho, sir,

ind there was  1ittle in 4t on st moraing?

h’ sir.

!fhlnﬂ:anﬁnnwrm‘mtﬁuttmumhnhs-
Quantity for a man undergoing fatigue?
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No, sir; 1t would not be much,
L&Mﬂh!ﬂﬁﬁ“ﬂhhﬂ:whn&ﬂ
Yor, sir,

Did he saywhe gave the order?

Ho, sir,

Don't you imow he was sent back by Najor Reno?

No, air; I supposed he was but, I 414 not question him,
How far away from the hilltop d4id Lieut, Mare find you?
I Judge 1t wes about 2 miles,

Then from mot only what knowledge you had then but what you lave
shnce scquired, do you think Lieut, Hare was sent back to communicate
with as soon as Vajor Remo reached the hill?

I don't know; 1 mever spoke about it. I would sappose that wasthe
time he was sent if I was supposing.

You speak of evidences of excitement, do you distinguish thet from fear?

Yes, oir; & man may be excited but not be afreid , a drave men may be
exelted.

You were eble %o discharge sll the duties that were left for you to
attend to?

I think se.

~Don't you think every officer was equally able to discharge the duties

loft for him to attend to?

I should think so.

As far as you know did they mot have the confidence of Major Hemo?

They i1d not express themselves.

You don't know they did not have?

No, sir, Captair Nolsa oa thi B7th ssked me about Major Reno's conduet,
someone seemed to heve sald something sbhout it. I desdined saying
Wt-mmhmummu-‘m-m.
Have you snything to say about his conduct now?

Ko,sir; the most my”dwmuummhlnmtuﬁo
chargs and 1 know nothing about that. ,

Was Captain Nolen in the charge?

uvl-’-.m
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Ae u,-tr;hmutnﬁ:ﬂnm. He seemed to have heard
something dbut I don't know from whom,

‘s« Do you pretend in the story you have given to detail all that
Major iieno did end said?

A+ Ko, sir; I saw but 1little of him.

Q. With reference to Capt, French had not the compsny under his command

noved out in the diredtion of Ceneral Custer's battlefield before the
entire pack train cane wp?

is I don't know; I suppose most of his company were there whem I ceme up.

e When the rear of the pack train came up, hod not Capt. Welr gone down
the riwver?

Ae Thet 1 can't say. When the pask-irain-eeme moved off I know Capt,
Welr was in front, '

Qe Was there any deliecf in the command that night that Oenersl Custer
needed anssistance any more badly than Major Reno's command did it-
self?

A+« 1 don't know what the su'position was, we had so many wounded I
don't think we could have moved away with safety.

. ¥as there a bdelief on the part of anybody that Genersl Custer and
his commend had been destroyed?

A. [Nobody seemed to think he had been destroyed.

4+ How fer dosn the river en the afterncon of the 25th did the command
move,

A. 1 judge a 1ittle over a mile. It was a short distence.

Q.  Was there any evidences seen of Uenerel Custer and ns command?

A« 1 saw none.

% In ‘wet, had mot an effort been made to commnicate with General
Custer that afterrnoon been msde and it failed?

L 1“. .1’.

%  Did not the command that night by resson of the position it was in
and their umprepared state for sn attack by = number of Iudia:ns
about them, have as much to do %o as it was sble t?

i  We had a great desl to do, about as such as we could ettend %o,

to the protection
Qe  Were not the entire efforts of the comsand directed
 of th:ulm against what should happen the next moraing.

1 614 not see the work that night. 1 was arount putting up doxes

D35

v e e i |
R e n. 129 . I S8, e




A

Ce

Ae

e
Ce

A.

A

Ce

A

Qe
Ao
Qe
A,

Ce

A,

and was 80 tired that I west to sleep standing upe 1 wenzt %o
where Capt. Loylsn was, and laid dow: nesr him and wert to sleep
and did not see anything more %111 morning. -

Were you unot asleep on the night of the 25%h $hrough exhaustion?
I think I was pretty well worn out when Iwent to sleep standing up,.

i jor Hemo might have been doing meny things that night and the next
morning without your knowledge?

I was up early the next morning.

You speak of his walking around on the afterncon of the 28th, were
not all the officers moving around?

Yos, oir.

Was there much walking back and forth vhile the saucer like eusclosu
was being raked by the Indimn fire? :

Not very much,

Did not every officer of the command understand his duty?

I think so,

It cousisted of defense and excluding the Indisns from thet enclosure?

1 think they would do as well as they could in their positions;
there was no perticulsr use in exposing them,

From all you saw and all that came within your knoxledge, have you
any charge of cowsrdice to make sgainst Mejor Heno?

Ho, sir,

You spesk sbout an officers® call on the moming of the 25th, state
if that was a bugle call or not? .

I was asleop when someone told me officers' g¢all had sounded. I
think I went to sleep again and someone wakened me the second time,

--ulmtnp.mdﬁodncmmmmhatmuahn.

Cean you state whether there was a bugle sounded that morning?
1 can't say, someone said “officers’ eall¥ had sounded.
You don't know whether it wes bugle or not?

Fo, sir.

hrumwhw&mtbr.mmMMhm”
hospitel from Major Reno?

1 don't knows I did mot hoar Lim 8&Y.
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Q. You can't say he did not?
‘. 'o. “’I

Q. Pid you heer a rumor smong the commend that Lt. Celhoun hed besn
wounded?

he ‘. sir.

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.

Q. You say it is customary for officers to take liquor out on exe
pedi tions?

Ae 1 don't know that it is the custom, I have done it.

Q. If he does take & bottle and it is egptied, is it not the custom
to refill 147

A. Yes, AT he has snything ‘o refill it with.

Q« Was 1t mny part of the duty of a captein of ocne company te command
men of other compenies snd give orders to other captains, he not be=
ing in comsand hinself?

A. 1 should think not unless he was ordered to or scmething very import-
ent took place and he took the responsibility of giving oxrders.

‘e TWould 1t not be confined to cases where thers wes urgent necessity?
A. 1 think so.

Cs« "hat movement down the atresm did you see?

A« I was in the rear snd could not see what was going on.

T hlm&-tﬁonnlmmﬁhramusoﬂm
thers to give directions as at any other place?

A+ 'Aftor they were once posted and im line it wes very easy to kuow
what to do. '

% Were there not some ressons for s commanding officer?

A+  He might see some necessityfor a movement.

Q. Was there s trumpet call in the command on the morning of the 26th?

A There was a trumpet oall sounded on the hill, but I forget the time.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO.

S By whom? |

xm“m"”.m‘..m.
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Do you know the trumpetery

No, sir.

Fon't you know from what Co.?

Ko, sir.

Captain Benteen was the senior captain?
Yes, sir. |

The next officer in rank to ¥ejor Remo?
Yes, sir,

The witness then retired.

The Court then adjourned to meet at 10:30, Feb. 6, 1879,

22nd DAY
Chicago, Illinois
- February 6, 1879,
10:30 o'elock a.m.
The Court met pursuast to adjournment.

PRESENT

Colonel Johm H. King,

9th Iafentry.

Colonel Wesley Merritt,

5th Cavalry.

Lieut, Colonel W. 5. Royall

3rd Cavalry
Recorder

First Licutenent Jessee M. Lee,

Adjutant 9th Infantry.
Major Hemo and his ecounsel were also present.
The proceedings of the last session were read and approved.
Captain Vathey being recalled by ke jor Feno, testified as follows:
MOHS BY MAJOA RENC.
Yesterdey I asied you whether you ever heard any intimation on

Muwmmmucnmﬁtmjuﬁmﬂ\m
using licuor while om the hill?




Qs You stated that you heerd one intimation?
ie Yos, sir, -
Q. ¥"hen was that?
Ae Itmlnmmiuotlm‘ihmnunumh.
G JFrom whom 414 the informstion come?
A- Ofirerd spoke to me about it.
G« Was that Girard the indien interpreter?
A« Yes, sir,
. D44 you hear any bugle calls on the hill the night of the 25th?

4s 1 don't think there was on the night of the 25th; I think 1t was
the night of the 20th.

€« Do you remesber whether you heard sny on the 25th?

A. No, I don't shink I heard sny on the 25th, I hed thought it was
on the 25th but after studying the matter over, I am almost positive
it wes on the night of the 26th,

“+ By vhom were the calls sounded?

A. 1 don't remesber by what trumpeter - He sounded several calls,

Qe Do you know whether it was Trumpeter lartin or not?

Ae FNo, sir.

f« By whose order was it done?

A« 1 suppose by lajor Heno's.

%  You remember there sere bugle ealls?

Le  Yes, sir,

The witness then retired.
Captain Thomes M, NeDougell, & witness called by the fecorder and

being duly sworn to testify the truth, the wbole truth, end nothing
but the truth, testified as follows:

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.

G+ GStato your neme, renk, regiment and where serving.

A Thomas ¥, MeDougall, Csptain, Commending Cospany B, 7th Cavalry,
serving at Fort nt;l. Stancins Rock Agency, Dekota Territory.

G+* Where were you serving on $he 25%: and 26th of June 1878, with whst

.':Nal-hm w?
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commend snd under what Commendin: Officers?

xmummmmumcumruuouﬁu

&muormum.mmmmmm rear of the pack
e _

Under what other commm:éing officer did you serve?

mnumuulhnmnmmaornmm.mcumu.

State to what special duty you were assigned on the morning of the
25th by whom and what were your orders?

On June 25%h about 11 o'elock a.u, I reported to Ueneral Custer for
orders - He told me to take charge of the pack traim and not as rear
guard,

Where was that?
That was on the divide detween the Hosebud and the Little Big Horn.
¥hat effective forece had you with the pack train that day?

My company was composed of asbout 45 men and there were about 80
men belonging to the pack train and O or 6 citizen pnokers,

State vhere it was, if you know, that Captain Henteen's column di-
verged to the left from Gemeral Custer.

I can't say - | was bothered with straggling mules and did not see
Capt, Benteen til1l he was 7 or 800 ysards from where he started. The
reginent wes divided into three columms and I kept as near as possible
to the cenire with my psck train, After they got seven or eight
hundred yerds ahead I saw no more of sny of them $1ll I got on the
hill,

From that point where the regiment separated lﬁhlllﬂm'lm
in regard to the msnner of movement, the halts, the orders received
end every cireumstance snd fact within your reccllection up to the

time you joined “ajor eno on the hill. ,

tarted t twenty minutes after the command left - lieut. ‘athey
::dmu::::ﬁop:kuluuﬂmmnm-toumum
renr. Thoygy trail he followed [ don't know, whether an Indian trail

or that of General Custer. ¥Ye proceeded aloag the trail till we ceme

%0 & kind of marshy watering place where | 5 or 6 mules mired,
1 dismounted my company to assist the ers we them out in

& 1o, Ue adjusted the pucks aud » « sbout
luu“‘ MHucmbuInnu tepee, I wm‘
{nside and found three dead Indisns and & fire 1 -
Ihtputlmuthcusmoonnrym- Imﬂ-n.
hﬂqunltroramunhounnm the entire

]
phsd,
ell!ns

e
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train and prepare for sctiom, which he did. -bout mile from

that point Lieut, lathey sent word to me that the fight was going
ons I told him to hurry up with the mules as fest as possible, I
went on ebout 2 miles snd sav some bluck objects on the hill in a
mess snd 1 thought they were Iadians. I told my compeny we would
heve to charge that perty and get to the command. %e drew our pistols.
. put oune platoon in froat of the pack train and one in the reer
and nhrpd to where those persons were. I found cut then tist it
was injor Hemo and his comwend. 1 should state that sbout e quarter
of an hour before reaching there I heard firing %o my right end as
soon a8 I arrived I reported to Ma jor Hemo that I had brought up
the pack train all right, without losing sny of the animals and that
I heard firing on my rights

Desccibe that firing and in whet direction it was,.

I was going towsrds the Little Big Horn and to my right would be
north.

Would that be down or up the stream?

I did know at the time dut when I got to the command I knew it wms
down stream.

Describe that firing.

It was just two volleys. I told Ma jor Remo about it and he ssid
"Captain I loet your lieutessat and he is lying domn th

I left Major Reno and went to my conpany snd threw out a skirmish
line, I waited about half ean hour whenm I heard the bugle sounded
mount. I mounted up snd followed

a high mountein down the

would let him have
I took the second platoon in person down to where he was. Upon
turning to joing the first platoom of my compeny I saw the men
sbout to go baek to our originel position. Captain Senteen then
me in position on s kind of ridge facing thie large hill down
river facing the Indian village. Then Mejor Remo came th by
-vmmuu-capuuumwmaunmn

hezards®., The troops were then being sssigned to the different phoes-
and the genersl engsgeuent ensued. Very heavy fighting commenced
and we fought till about 9 o'clock that night. The heaviest kind of
fighting and officers and men displeyed grest courage. Then I went
ltnlnmmptmmmfwwmuﬂtmumum
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Tre
around with him, which I did « He then informed
ummw&ﬁumt“tnﬁommm
30

That is all the statement I have to make.

State if you can, sbout how far it was snd how long it took you
after this division ws made by Genersl Custer to reech the
ing place you heve deecribded,

I con't form any ide of the $ime a8 I was in the rear t

with one mule or scmetimes with five. I was troubled sbout losing
enimels end resisting an sttack and I have mo ides of distance or
of time,

Can you form no idea at all of the distence?

I ean't state, I oaly remember that from this momss to ¥ajor Remo's
position I think 1t was about 8 miles.

Q. Did you receive any orders during that narch from the place where you
received Ceneral Custer's orders till you reached ¥ajor Reno's come
mend on the hill?

A+ No, sir; the only thing was Licut. Mathey said the engagement was
going on,

Q. You received no notification to hurry up the pack trein?

i.  We, sirj I think Lieut, Mathey got that order - e told me about
1t and I told him to burry up -~ 1 was Very anxious sbout 1%,

e blhm‘:lnm from the sill when you observedthoms black objects
thinking them to be Indisns?

As I Judge 1t was adout two miles.

Qs Lesoribe at what gait the rsck train wes moving? _

A mm_tpnormmnunmu-nunermm.u

& roer were being pulled with lariats and whipped with black smakes
to get them along.

Qs State sbout what hour in the day it =as you joined Major Reno on
the hill? | -

A. I think itwes & quarter to four or four o'clock in the sfternoch.

% You efterwards visited the Custer battlefield?

M.l-’.m
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Yes, sir.

Where was lajor Reno's position in reference to thet firing
heard before reaching him? e

The firing wes down the Little Big Momn from him snd as ! was going
toward ¥ajor Remo, the firing wes on my right.

He was between you and the sound of the firing?
He was in the angle.
As near or nearer to the firing then you?

He was about four or four and = helf miles from the firing snd I
was about the same. The sound could resound through the hills.

¥Was the sound loud?

No, 1t was a dull sound « just two volleys - I thought it was
some of the command?

#hat command did you believe it pertained to on arriving on
the hill?

I shought it must be Gen, Custer and the Indm:.l.

How many times did you report that firing to Major Reno?
Only once, as socon as | arrived with the pack trein.
How mear were you to him?

I walked right up to him, close enough to report to him,
Did he make sny reply im regard to the firing st all?

e t ssid "Captain, you have loat your lLieuteusnt, he is lying
hn“:hn". ) 4 :hn ;um off and formed s skirmish line.

Did he give you orders to do 1t7?

No, sirj I did 1t as eny officer would do. O,
¥hat was the disposition there of the troops when m.lmﬂ!
mmmot-ﬁnmnataMi-lulmtmmN

going with the commend till I had throwm out the
::nlﬁ 1::::::11 went beck and heard the officers talking nbo_nt it.

After deploying your compsny s skimishers what did you do?.

:mtmﬁnduwmunmnummnutm
given and then I mounted as I have stated.

That oall wes sounded by the trumpet was 1%7

Vol, 2 « p, 245. 541



A.

0D
-

A

Ao
<
A

Qe

A

Q.

A

Qe

A
T

A.

Qe
‘e
Ce

he

Q.

A

Qe

he

Yes, sir; Trumpet signals were sounded righ
reveills next morning, t along thet merch and

mc)uobumwl(nuthtummmmutbhﬁ
in the bottom, 1if so, state whet? '

xm-mlwm#mluuﬁm-uwto 1ike
a regular city of them, -

hmhnorﬁomanmumumormnmu
had been engaged in the timber, what 414 you see?

Only « few men = I don't kuow whether Indians ovhot.
About how many?
I don't know « I was too dusy.

Where there enmough to impress you that there was a large foree there
or only seattering?

There wns a large force in the village. WYe saw no large number till
wo took position on the hill fimelly.

¥hen you came up was there any eugagenent going on?
No, sir; es far as | remesbor everything was quies.

Did you receive any notice or order as to where you were going at
the time the signal was sounded?

Ko, sir; I knew we were going in the direction of the village.
Do you know by whose order the return movement was made?

I 40 not « I was coming from Capts Moylan and saw the left about and
I continued on snd Capt, Zenteen put me in position. :

How long were you in going down the stresm?
I can't tell.
ibout how far did you move down the stream?

I.suthhnndormmndnulumnxmdnnm-
mot..‘un

ﬂnmunu-untmuwmwtmmmmn
the hill $i11 that movement was made?

ibout half an hour. |
You stated you saw Major Remo on your errivel on the hill?

Yoa, sir.
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Qe Where did you next see him and when?

A. When I Joined uy compeny when it was im position snd the next time

was when he came and invited me to take
noon of the mext day, & walk with him on the after-

Q. Vas the firing cessing at that time?
A. Fo the bullets were flying fast,

Ge You saw him how often during those two days?
A. Three tinmes,

G« What time in the afterncon of the 26th 4id the fire of the
Indisns decrecse?

i« I think about half past three or four o'clock.

Ge On the night of the 25th of June what preparations did you make, if
eny, %o resist the Indians?

A. 1 told the men to take their butcher koives and tin cups, We had no
axes and throw up some dirt and make some kind of barricade for their
hoeads so the Indiens could not see our heads - we had no breastworks
merely a shelter for our heads.

4e By whose order were those preparations mmde?

A "ﬂ'-“ﬂo

T« Did you receive sny orders thet night from Major Remo or his edjutant?

5. h.m.

% ¥hat wes the position of your company with reference to thet of Capt.
Benteen.

is I was facing toward the Indian village and could not see anything in
my rear, Us-t, Benteen was behind & knoll end I 4id not see his
position $111 the afternoon when I walked round with La jor Remo.

Q. Your company was not connected with bis in any way?
i« No, sir; 1 was facing the village.

Q. In that charge you speak of having made cen you state whother any
other companies perticipated in it than your own?

A« 1 was only paying sttention to my oW: Company, but on retiring I
saw ] icuts., Varnum snd Hare snd Capt. Weir.

fully i mmand i ng

Qs State your opizion of the conduct of liajor Remo as ¢o

officer in thst battle in regard to courage, coolness end efficiency,
as far as they ceme within your knowledge. :

A+  When I found him he seemod to me to be perfectly cool. He had nothing

: m.'-p.]ﬁ'
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State If Jajor Remo's conduct was such as to inspire his coomand
with confidence snd courage in resisting the enemy or the reverse
Give your opinion fully emd the fucts upon which it is based.

I think he would make as stubborn a fight as eny men, dut I don's
ﬁmhmlam;:npﬂumnhen-n. ¥en are difforent -
some are deshing and others have & quiet way of going through. I
think he did as well ac anybody else could do « that is my opinion,

having so small a command fighting Indiens, every men was Saking
care of his own duties,

State if you saw egough of Najor Remo during those days to have a
conclusive opinion in your owh mind as to his conduct?

1 thought after he came the next afterncon snd asked me to take a
walk with him that he had plenty of nerve « the balls were flying
around and the men were in their entrenchments firing away - ¥e
took it easily aand slowly.

Did you see the hostile village moving awsy on the 20%th?
!.l.li!’o

Desecridve 1it.

It seemed to be sbout s mile end u half away - an immense village

ssing along with all thelr treps; it seemed to me like there were
’l’:n :unu persons, it looked like & division or two of mounted

men.

It looked like thet number moving?

Yes, sir; about that many mov ing.

Do you include. the men, women end children?
I don't think there were nany children.

Do you imclude the men and women?

Yes, sir.

How asbout the pony herd?

It presented a large appearances

How long was that mess?

e dm“mm-nmm-mnm
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mt“tthh].k.tihtw:mtobe?
I could not tell st that dista ce,

numuuluﬂnplmtnohﬂlhpmm?
Yos, oir; I weut there with my company.

mtouu«-uammuuzhu-umnrmm
(4

I made no careful exsmination, I went to get implements to bury
our dead comrades of General Custer's commend,

¥hat do you estimate war the efrfective fighting foree of that
village and upon what do you dese it? '

I base it upon the immense herd that they hed. I think there were
about three thousand fighting men - probsbly over that, I did not
see meny indications of children,

You think from what you ssw there were 3000 warriors and two or thres
thousand women?

1 think there were three or four thousand warriors and shbout a '
thousand women. | think they had 5000 Indians.

In regard to the number of tepeves did you make any estimate of them?
Ko, sir; I did not, There was an immense city of them,

Did you exsmine the Custer batilefield or the route General Custer
took? If so, state ell the circumstances that came under your :
observation in regard to the fate of Generzl Custer's command,

I only went to where . presume the skirmish line was Billed. lajor
Rmhunomtnhmnmmmwmvtmm
@t implements to dury the dead, om peturning he ordered me to bury
Company & the one | had formerly commanded for five years sad to
lhntity‘o-uum“mno-Irmd-tefhn-m.

rked ! on the map = Otate if thet is the one,

were found to the best of my
and the other half on a

Here is o ravine ms

That is shere the moct of Company £
recollection, about half were in the ravine

line outside.

¥hat appeared to b
1 hnuo“u-mmmnﬂllfiuﬂ their faces and appeared
hmmmt—mumum

.ummnnnormmrnnm



Q. Vere the evidences such ss
made tiere indiceted %o your mind s stand hed been

A+ 1 thought they fought the best
from both sides. they could and probebly were attacked

"« TWhere wea the skirmish line you speak ofy

Ao &mtlmmmhm‘mllﬂ i
Q. Cen you locate that ford?

A« I think that is the place marked B,
G, [How far was that skimmish line from the river?
Ae T can®t tell that. I can't give even & good guess,

Q« On the knolles snd ridges as far as you observed d41d there appear to
have been 2n organized resistance or to heve the sppearance of a
rout of panie?

A« 1 414 not see any bodies but of the cne compeny in the ravine. Jaid
_ not go over the field at all, I buried thet coampeny and started on
the march to vhere Gen, Terry wma encamped, i

Q. State whether, to your knowledge, there was any uneesiness or solicitude
in Major Remo's comsnand as to whet hed becorme of General Custer and his
comend? '

A. 1 4id not converse much except with Capt, Codfrey. During
of the 25th I think the comeclusion was that he had met the same

t
erowd and they were either following him or else he had gone %o.
join Genersl Terry. We could not judge very well there - that wes

only my opinion.
Qe ¥het was that dused upon?

As We hed heard firi down there and all the Indians had come beeck
Mn-,mxt::-atmuhuutmmuh.mm
mummunuamm.

. would leave & pert
Qs Was there reason to believe that Gen. Custer
othuc:nlirumnpoulbh thing for him to get to it?

A. That is hard to say = it would depend upon the way he was fixed entirely.
I can't atate. %

tempt was made by Msjor Heno or by his order to obtain
o 2;':;:‘::1;:- on the subject of where Uen. Custer was with his com-

mand during the Z5th or 20th?

A. Iﬁinkduﬂumongltormlﬁlﬂlmmnnm“

send a scout through = sas just hearsay - and I can't say who I
hn.itr::a:hltmh::twmmummnmm-hutn.

A Do you | of your own nﬂlﬂlﬂ shether any attempt was made or not?

m.'.’.lw
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I do not,

Do you kmow about how men
after you joined? — Hajor Reno had oz the hill with him

I think he had about twe humdred and
men, something like thet. sixty or two hundred and eighty

Do you kmow what foree started in with his own column?
No, sir; 1 do not,
Gan you form aay idea?

L:iuhomuoamtmhrv-ﬂnmmnnlum
L]

CUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO.

fes there at any time any belief on the part of the command under
s jor Reno that General Custer snd his command were destroyed?

No, sir; we had no idea they were destroyed.

Was 1t any more reasonsble to think that they were destroyed than
that the command of Major Kemc was?

“. .‘r.
You regarded their positions us sbout similar?

I presune so. ‘

There was no knowledge of Jeneral Custer's fate until after Gemersl
Terry's conmand came up?

No, sirj we did not know what had become of him at all,

Ehen you reached the top of the hill where Hajor Heno was, Capiein
Senteen and his conmand were already there?

Yos, sir; they were resting there.

Were they slreedy in skimmish line?

qum-nan.lmthmthﬂ.luhu-plﬂulmng
ny line, I did not visit the whole commsnd, _

There wes no firing just then?

I heard none.
nwﬂimmdﬂlm”wh'“’m“”
hv“mm

Yes, s because
on::flxmm

thought 1 would be ready if an Indian attack
- taught to look out for myself. K
7
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Qe You did not see the loca

tion of ' :
afternoos of wne BSWT Capt. Bentee:'s company 111 the

*l HO. ’1'.

Tou were earnestly engaged with metters in front?

Ao Yen, unxmﬂmmmuuap. Everything in the rear

I 4i€ not go deck to see. Ihutm“muum:ﬂmlw
the firing,

‘e That sbowed that the line was being kept in posi tion?
As ,‘.. .’-’.

Qe Shumtﬁjwn-oullhmamuuhﬂtmhw
mont beceme general,

Ae Be sure to hold that position at all hazards or words to that effect.
¢s  Did not the duty you discharged follow as & part of that cormand?

A. Yes, sir; he knew I would hold thet place or would send him word I
could not,

G« What you 414 wes negessarily in obedience to that genersl direction?

be Yes, sir; I would hold that place unless I was whipped out or got
orders to go somewhere else,

s Was there any occasion for lanspiriting the officers or men there?
A+ - Some men need it and others don't.

. Did that command fight well?

A. Yes, sir; no command ever fought harder,

G. Was there sny evidence of cowsrdice on the line?

A. h..!’. y
%« There was no necessity for encoursging words?
\. Some comsanders go round to see their troops and others do not,

G. That is & matter of Semperament and disposition?

A. Yea, air.

Wes there sny nced 6f Mspiriting the men there?

Ao h.dr;ntnmpnormlmﬁlnlm.

. Before you moved out from the hill Capts Weir's compeny had moved

on down the stream?

'In. I remesber seeing him
' - I 41d not see much of b
#o :.‘: ‘:‘m"” soon after 1 got into position,

K 8 e 1un



Qe

A
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Don't you kiow frowm evidence that aftersards reached
‘ you that
:.pt. ndr:wude-ﬁorxmuthnamnmow

I don't know positively how he got there.
You were slmost in the rear: of the command?
Yes, sir; sext to the reer compeny,

mm-lmuammmrunmntheuhm'
Yeos, sir,

State if an effort wae not made that afterncon by the whole commend
to open communication.with Geuseral Custer, aud it failed.

We advanced in that direction. We would all have been killed if
we had got to the topof the hill where Capt. Weir was. ¥e had the
best position we could get in thet country.

You retired because you were unsble to go any ferther?
1 presume S0,
Did aot & large number of Indisas immediately after attack you?

Yes, sir; I had not bee: in position over 5 or 6 minutes $111 there
was & terrible racket there. :

State what, if anything, you saw that indicated that Major Remo was
drunk.

mﬁm-xn-mmuﬁom

\

Did you hear he was drunk?

No, #ire
If such had been the fact, don't you think it would have been known?

I think someone would have known it,

of the 25%h do
drunk, staggering and stemmering on the night
i:uh.m': it n:.u have remeined unnoticed by the officers?

Iﬁiﬂlfﬂﬂ“”mcmh““ltﬂotm.
command?
xhitm-“nm““ﬂ‘.""'wm‘ttllam
quonourera-lhw-

If they hide whiskey pretty well, they are not staggering and stammer- -

ing are




be

Ao

Qs
he

2

C.

A

Qe

Ao

Qe

A,

A.

A

b

A,

I @on't cuppose they are,
Tou never heard emy refleciion on his conduct in that respect?

ln,dr;lumrhnﬁu.ﬂhinatth-m-lul know there
was any whiskey along. i

You could see the men were cool when you got on the hill?
Yes, sir; they were all cool, to my judgment.

Delmwruwmhtmu-nmun,mm
to Major Remo, and then threw out your compsny in skirmish form?

I reported to him that I hed brought up the pack train
and then I said to him I hed heard firing to my righty then
“Captain, your Lieutensnt has been kiiled snd is lying down there”,
Then it was that I threw out & skimmish line,.

if%or you threw out the line and returned to the officers it wes
then for the firet time you lesrned what hed taken place in the
timber?

1 saw Capt, Bentesn and he said they had had a fight down there.
I 4iéd not ask him the particulars and it was but a short ti=e €11
we were mounted upe

During the time you were on the hill provisionbas msde for the care
of the wounded? :

‘lbthbutotwhﬁhﬂltm. I 414 not go near the wounded
men till we were on the march, when I went to Capt. Moylan's essistance.

GUESTIONS BY THE BFECORDER. '

suummmuunumununummmn
arrived?

He had seven compenies.
Hiow many had General Custer with him?

He had five. _
You say you were placed ia position by Captain Benteen.

Yes, sire

ItnatnhjornmwmndmamhMIM”ﬁu“
at all hagerds? -

"... .lt.

mﬁ.ﬂmmmmnltﬁl'mi-ﬂmwﬂm
thore at that tine?

Ho, sirj but about § minutes afier
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Domhuhnmmc.”.m‘u,

Immmm“.

and some on horses; Some were being cerried im blankets

Those were all she wounded you -baserved?
Yos, sir; I 414 not pay much attention,
Iuﬁmnmﬁutﬁﬁllﬂimﬂubﬂﬁnﬂm
Hot to my imowledge.

QUESTIONS BY MiJOR HENO,
You were in the rear of the column?
Yes, sir; next company to the rear,

¥hen you came to the top of the hill, the cormend of Ma fleno
Indloﬂn.brluthuduuhd';-hdm? e

Yes, sir; to the best of ny knowledge.
How many men does it take %o carry a wounded man?

From four to six?

There were about seven wounded men?

Yos, sir; I believe so.

The witness then retired.

The Pecorder then offered and read in evidence an officisl copy
of Yejor Reno's report, dated July 5th, 1875 shich is appended
hereto snd marked Exhibit Foe. 4. !

The Recorder also offered snd read in evidence

of a letter from M jor Reno to GCen. Terry dated June 27th 1876,
which is appended hereto and marked Exhibit No. 5.

|

The Recorder also offered and resd in evidence an official o py
of the list of casualties in the 7th Cavalry at the battle of the
utmugmumumﬂuuﬁdm.m.mau

appended hersto and marked EZxhibit Noe 6.

recorder then anmounced to the Court that he had no
.::umhu!.slwmcuﬂhuoumvli .

ssked that the Recorder be empowered to telegraph to
:g:f :;ﬂl:::g mu?mnlmalpt their stetements
miutuunotw.lﬁumu'umu.

on the 25th and 26th of June, 1876.
Lisut, Wallaee being recalled by Major Reao, testified ss follows:
~pESTIONS BY MaJOR FENO, 3

E
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a"t.

A.

Q.

Ao

Lo

Q.

Q.

Ae

State If you kept the itinersry?.
I did.

oznurormasuorr-mo.muu.un. the march was
commenced and the halte and the duration of them,

mm«mnmummu.mnmmtmu

10.07; we started out at 11.45, at 12,05 it halted and the division
into battalions wes mede and it moved on at 12,12, That is the only

record of time I have, there were no more helts made 3111 we went into
thoﬂzllt.

lh-ttlndomﬂ:uﬂnomntofwon@tumtmm
I estimate it at about 2.30.

Your estimste was made in reference to sccurste observations pree
viously made?

!... .“.

¥hat time do you fix as the time the division of the commend was
made, what was that division, and st what point was it made?

The division was made at 12,08, We had crossed the divide about
& quarter of a mile, probably Capt. Benteen was gives a battalion,
Major Heno was given another and General Custer went on with the
balance.

At what point were you with reference $o the crossing "i"%?
Ve were so 12 or 15 miles from there.

The entire regiment was togeher at the tive that division was
made, was it not? : :

Yos, sir; moving as one regiment.

How was that division made and what followed and what orders affected
that division?
n.mymlmﬁmxummmnmt.o-mumm

Reno his battalion consisted of such companies, I den't
m:‘t.:g::mumnm. I know our order was %o move on,

sorning of the 25th with reference to ¥ajor
mmg;:mzummmnummmtuuuotm

who was Me jor
vision vas made I rode with Lieut, Hodgson
ﬂ:-mlmsmmmnm at the left of Mejor Reno.

w“'ﬁ“’m“mmtuﬂmmhmhnn'lu
distance of kajor Remo?

Imum..mmuorhummmnu-munm.

Vﬁ.l-p.lﬂ m



Mnuﬁomumhnwrmmmnmulm
Ao The “J“'nt' Ll“t. Cook.,

Qe At what point and at what time?

‘ A. Antnattncrurnmmm"upumtﬂmum
the ford "“av, Before Lieut, Cook used the words the Indiens are
sbout B} miles chead and I could see the dust there.

Qe mtmﬁ-urrmuummummmu-u
{ place the division into battalions was made?

L A« It must have been 9 or 10 miles snéd it was after two o'clock.

“« Did General Custer communicate in person eny orders or directions to
| Major Reno?

A« TBot that I saw or heard,

Qe  ifter Capt, Benteen received his bettalion what did he do, if anything?
A. I saw him move %o the left.

+ How soon after that 4id he pase from sight?

A. It was not & great while, the country was brokem and he soom dis-
appeared from sight.

"+ How long bdefore Major femo received through idjutent Coock the order
to mske the charge?

Ae 1% was nearly two hours.

. 2 hours before the

. Then Capt, Benteen had diverged to the left sbout
mt:norhmmuu_mmw'om

A Yen, sir.

order to Major Remo to

. State whether you at say time heard any

3 unite with Capt. Benteen's colwm or whether you heard =any state-
mthhjnhﬂhlﬁpt.hﬁa'nulmmhmum

with him?

A. 1 did not.

There was no communication at ell between Genersl Custer and Major
Reuo save through the adjutant?

A. Not that I saw or heard,
If there hed been would you not have heard i%7

A« 1 think I would.

2 mmnsmuumn’mwmxwurﬂ

¥a jor Reno?
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Q.

Ao
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Lo

Q.

A,

A,

I think so,

!umwmrouuunmmcumuﬂ
Yeos, eoir,

:ﬂ there any axes with Hejor Heno's column when it crossed the

l'. .lr.

Wnﬁmuﬁ-mm”ttunutorm_hmuu

the hill; nﬂtbobomhkuﬁ!‘ﬁonluud&umuum
mulea without being opened?

qunch:bmntnp.ﬂnlidulmmunu&mm-
one enlled for an ax and the box wae split open about in half and the
men came up and helped themselves to what they wanted ti1l it was a1l
HON@e

That was before the command moved down the stream in the directiom
of General Custer's battlefisld?

Yes, sir.

State what evidences you saw of insobriety on the part of ¥ajor Reno
during any of those engagements,

I saw none.

44 you ever hear aany intimstion that he was unéer the iafluence of
liquor at any time during the 25 or 26 of June or at any time during
the entire advance?

No, sir; I never hesrd it till the 2nd day of this month.
Where was the first mention you hesrd of 17

In this hotel in Chiceged

State as far as ean the character of the ground om which the
nﬁ-mmnmum-rmmnmcdmu

snd first pert of the 20th.

mnmnuapmumuwmummuu
d't-monnlmhmdlttothamﬂ.

Then yague the positisv en’ be described as being en
clm::d.plm e?:md with & little rise in the center, and the

men grouped sround that?
Yes, sir,

icer, or the men
tion Mphllmhmtmo!'r ,
.:m”‘wmamwulmﬂfﬁ“mhmmw
the remainder of the command?

Mm‘u”.“”’“o

m..':-p.m w




Ae

Qe

As

Qe

-

Q.

he

o

La

Ao

Q.

4.

Qe

A,

State what, 1t

thi
ad ‘ol nnw’.w B€» Jou saw of “ajor Remo during the struggle

I saw him once N-“,. afternoon of the 55
th after we ceme back from
the movement down streanm. That was soon after we got back. He was

on Lis horse and went over th
et afte s e ridge. 1 did not notice him any morve

Then thet night or the next day what did you see of nim?

During the night of the 25%h I d1d not see him because soon after
dark I went to sleep; thmtmm&:n!mmtyqrpb rifle
or

2;: I occupied and spent the greater portion of the day ehout
Te.

State if there wes & general expectation on the part of the cosmand
or on the part of Major Remo thet that part of the line was the ome
the Indians would attack in greatest force. '

Thet was the impression.

8uh1rmntharmnnnmlmntmupmatu
the hill.

No, sir; I don't remember seeing him.

If he had fired a revolver sbout the time Capt. Benteen came up, do
you think you would have observed 1t?

I might or might not.

State if you heerd Cept, Benteen come to Major Remo and eonsult
mumunuumiru.m.mummtum
stences. :

On the 26th I heard something, I don't remember just what passed
between them sbout meking & charge ou some Indisns on our side of
the line = that wee the esst side. I can't give the exact words
but he told him he could make the sharge or something to that ef-

fect and the charge was made soon after. '

Buhmwmaumaatmtmmhthnummer :
mjoramwaomdnwﬁﬂ:s was expected and required of & Com=

monding Officer?
No, sirj I did not.
QUESTIONE BY THE RECORDER.

Is that memorandum you refer to the origitel itinerary?

No, sir; that is a copy I did not compare it but Lieut. Maguire said
it was an exact COPY.

Dummmmumo{untmmummm“mh
was made to the river?

No, sirj I wmnﬁﬂ‘m ORCe.
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Q. mmmuwuunmtmmmwuﬁmlm

near enough %o him at the
g s Crossing to know what was said and who

‘Ae Imlmtvwihdmiﬁtm heard order
Ltut. c:*o “. . -t.. "

Q. Are you positive that at the time of that divieion or after there were
no&ugmwmmmmmruhmm

A Iumiun:mmc‘uhrmmununhm
Q. Are you positive the caly order he received was from Lisut, Cook?

A. 1 am pretty positive about i%t; I saw no one approuch him but Iieut,
Cook snd I saw end heard no other order given.

Q€. Do you know where it wes thet Geumeral Custer beckoned Najor Remo
to come on the opposite side of the tributary?

A. Yes, sir; 1 remember the time, that was the time I pulled out my
wateh and looked 2t it.

R« Did you see Usneral Custer beckon him over?

Ae Yes, sir; and 1t is oy impression an orderly came about the same time
with General Custer's compliments and esked him to go over on the other
bank, :

Ca Diamnmpm

A+ Yes, sir; he moved over with his battalion,

“e Did he go h. General Custer?

A« No, it was to bring his battalion over.

Q. How far was it from Oemeral Custer whea he went over?

A ﬁomutmnmmtqlﬂrmlﬁhllmmﬂ-hm.c
the column about oppoeité to each other.

Qs ‘Where was Oeneral Custer?
A. it the head of his colummn.
Q. Where was Major Reno?

A. At the head of his columm.

“mmﬁptwﬂfﬁ.ﬂﬂl“mi

Qs Was there not more s officers along with Mejor Remo's battalion?

souse of Gemeral Custer'
A. Some of them sterted with us.

Q. Did you keep Shat relative position
Hodgson? :

Vol, 2 = p, 160 . |

towards ¥ajor Remo snd Iieut,



‘e Ho, sir; Lieut, Hodgson was sent back,

Q. You were in thet relative
down? position towards ¥ajor femo all the way

i. Yes, oir; I wes within & yerd or so of him,

e You gave en snswer as to whut Major Hemo expected, do you kmow thet
mﬁathmﬂorn.htn”uﬂmﬁ?

A nmuumu’umnorhouumemmmm.
Q. Has Major Remo one of them? ‘
A Yes, sir,

C« VYhat 4id he say sbout 1t7

A. In s genersl conversation between Major Heno, Capt, Weir and myself
end I know it wes thought that would be = good plsce for the: Indisns
totome, |

T« TWas that point more dangerous then other points on m 1ine?

A« I don't kmow thet 1t was, I think they were all sbout alike,

“e You have given a description of the position of the troops there
was 2 hill or ridge which separsted ome port of the command from the
other, you.could only see part of it.

A« I could mot see all of it.
%« If you uwanted to see the other part of the command how could you do so?

A« By pmesidg over the ridge.

9. iow often 414 you see Major Remo psss over that ridge during the tine
the cammans was engnged?
4 1 have only ome time impressed on my mewory. He said he was golng

over the ri and vhen the Infiens opened Tire on him to return
it and try d:;u; them down s much e possible, and, I remember

they 41d fire on bim pretty heavye.

% Thes was it he was with you on the 1ine?

A« On the _““.

Qe Was he there during tie entire ight?

the time. He left themonce or
A. He was there the greater pert of _
twice. Thet cne time I resember particularly.

eny firing soing on ot that particular time?
| as it had been but the
A,  Yes, sir; some. It was not quite as heavy _

L__&..-,,m_ T T R

Qe  Was there
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‘was doing its duty without

ﬂ'hmmﬂ"mmmu,

During the afterncon of the 25th where was your poasition?
The same as on the 26th,

How often 4id you see Lajor lenmo there?

Only once « soon after I mot in posi tion.
Mdldmnen‘mm? |

I don't remember, till the next morning.

mwhﬂm&iuotwntwhuummmﬂ
any packer or others in that interval? '

No, sir; I never heard of 1t.
hmmmbminﬂuﬂﬂluuuem‘aﬂnhntmr
Four years.

¥hat was your rank st that time?

Second Lieutenant.

Then in that position, if the comanding officer desired to see his
commend frequently, he sould only do so by going over the ridge
quently? '

Yes, sir., There may have been one point from which he could have
seen the whole of it, 1 was not there, but that is my impression now,

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO.
You are a graduste of West Foint?

Yes, sir.

o you pretend to relate all that lajor Remo said or did during these
engsgeuente? : _

No, sir; only what ! heard and saw,.
mugsm..umcmmmwmm'tmm

Yes, sir.

not ties for a commender, with his command placed
n:”m'aWurm himself wshether sny part of the command
. passing around the line? '

Yes, alﬂ'hﬂrlncmdnm .f officers and other ways.
QUESTION BY THE HECORDER.

— uunncmwuummm_

i on
“':"I. "n"“mtlu‘nﬁnﬂmhuﬂ?
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Yes, sir; about that.

QUESTION BY MAJOR HENG.,
If there was any doubt about it?
If there was anything going wrong he would find it out pretty soon.
QUESTIONS BY TH: RECORUFR.
wmmy«uuuuummummuwor
their companies, or would the commending officer, or someone
acting for him be expected % inform themselves?

I don't think there was any necessity for thst. mum-.n'-u
do was to lie there and wait,

The witners then retired.
ideut. Col, . V. Sheriden Heing called =s a witness by Major
Reno and bdeing duly sworn to teatify the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO,.
State your name, rank end officisl designation and where stationed.

M. V. Sheridan, Lieut, Col, and ¥ilitary Secretary to the iieut,

' General, stationed at Chicsgo, Illinois.

Did you ever visit what is known as the battlefield of the Little
Big Horn River? ' .

Yes, sir.

When?

In July 1877,

Mthmctukhsuommnﬂ?

Yor the purpose of bringing swey the bodies of officers killed there.

Shuhmltdwmluuuormmluuulnm
point B on the mape

1 was there for mearly three e .
times. Im“nounntumm went over

poin to the point E and over the
mmt-':..”n.mxummn.mdeuhr

:2:'2& of the stream 1 supp-se 1 went over a ¢ircuit of 0o
15 miles.

that difficulty, if eay, did you find in erossing the stream at the
point BY?

I found no difficulty at all, 1% was & geod forls
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Qe

Ao

A
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Ao

Qe

Ao

:;o::-n any diffieulty im erossing the stresm at thet point with &

No, sir; 1 sent a wegon scross there several times.

Shut was the charscter of the coun approaghing the ford on the
right bank of the stream? - “'

Right at that point or sbout fifty yards from it was a dry ravine
Mﬂhmmmuuoucn&-ﬂwmtwmum

thnt
dﬂnw“dmmulmom”nmmdut“
but ‘be n0 difficulty in hersemen crossing it.

I‘hntmﬁo.hmtudﬂnmtnu,humhtbhnlhr
mmotdo!‘muwformoﬂummm‘

I think 1t would be good « there was = high point in the angle be-
tween the dry ravime and the Little Big Horn that rises up with
shelving banks and 1t was good to cover the erossing either for
going over the stresm or resisting an attack,

¥hat number of men nﬁ% fficiently protect the crossing against
a2 body of men sdvaneing other side?

I think twenty-five =en could gover the ford perfectly, '
jgainst a very large mumber of advancing Indiesns?

xmn-'o-xu-'tnm'mnmmuuum-xymm
in that position. !

-

Pid you cbserve the timder on the left hand side of the stream - if
so, does this map correctly n_pruut it?

No, sir; it represeats very much more timber than there was,

State If have & sketch made of the place where the command of
General cu,:.m was killed end whether it shows with reascnable ace
curacy the positions where the men and officers were killed?

heve a sketch made by Capt. Nolam - It is & rough sketech
::'n.::'-:th nr:uno to any scale and wes made for me to exhibit

umuut.mmmxmu-t.

Najor Hemo then offered in evidence the sketch referred to by this
which is appended hereto and marked Exuibit 7.

What does that map represent?

found. The
represents the {tion in which the bodies were
:L,g.urmu:o;mummnuswsnmmm

d not noti

.,',;;::mm.m'-m.wlmmm
« there | found the men at intervals as though there
mn.mmunﬂnﬁmtdh~*.uﬁ“ﬁmnu

m.w t::tluunl evidence of resistence having been made,
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- There were other men killed in various positions snd in every

direction. Behind the position in which 1 found o Calhouh's
body was that of Lieut, Crittenden who matm::“t: the nal-.
ment at that tinme, From s querter %o a half s mile in resr of

that I found Cept. Xeogh's body - them they continued inm a seattered
condition to the point of the ridge where we found the remains of
40 or 50 officers and men, among others those of Gemeral Custer,

Col. Custer, Cept., Yates, Licut., Smith and perhaps one or two others
I don't remember who. . < :

¥hat was the cheracter of the place whers Gen. Custer and the officers
about him were found?

It was & rough point or narrow ridge not wide enough on top to drive
e wagon on - it was not a position where successful resistance could
be made - scross that ridge were 5 or 6 horses apparently in line end
looked as though they had been killed for purposes of resistence dut
remains were found in s confused mass.

4

you were able to form an opinion from the position of the bodies
the nature of the ground with regurd to the nature of the struggle
wish you would give it.

R
ER

the position of those bdodies of Capt, Calhoun's company it looked
s though that was the only point where resistance was made at
« I don't think the struggle could have lasted over sm hour. OF
ecourse that is merely an opinion end I merely give it for what it is

HE

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.
How long after the battle till you visited that field?

ibout a year after.

hmﬁumotmuuuumfmdﬁummmmym
been buried was it not?

Yes, sir.

l’um’thnhn_mtmﬁom!umhmmmhumz.
on the field?

No, siri 1 do not.

the dead
State whether in a cevalry charge or in troops adwvaneing,
bodies on the field will eppesr in line showing resistance, or

scattered.
xmh.mMMdanllameu:g;m

-

Htmmumumormﬂmmmm”

.mulumnmmﬁ. perhaps & half or three
m;o:-uu-mm-mmmn.

N-l-p.l“
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Qs Tere there indicatioss that it had been used by the Indisns?

ie Yes, sir; it hed evidently been used either by Indians or buffeloes.

QUESTIONS BY THE COURT. {
Qe From what direction did you approach u;t flela?
A. 1 ceme from the north - I came up the walley,

Qe !ud:lmtgomrmmnthntrwpn probably pursued in goling

A+ I weat up to the point known as ford i and rode over it and went
over what was known as Reno's position, but not back beyond A.

Q. How was the crossing of the river between A and B say for some hune
aqu..rnmnpm-n

A« I den’t think 1% possible for a command to cross there if resistance
were mede - not only was the crossing bad but the spproach to it, on
account of the precipitous bluffs, It would de Aifficult for & com-
mand to gt down there even without resistence, :

Ce Don't you know that fords sometimes change and that what may be a
practicable ford one year is not certain to be practicable another
year?

A. That would de the case in 2 stream with a soft bottom that had a
hard gravelly bottom and I don't think it would change much.

QUESTIORS BY MAJOR RENO.

e Whut was the character of the right bank of the stream from the
point A to the point BY

A. I think 1t was pretty generally a cut bank. I tried %o cross it st
mmmxunmnu‘numﬁmuumu
if resistence were made at any point between . and B,

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDERe

Qe hnmngmmamnﬁumaudmuuumq‘.
j proaches %o 1%?

Ac  Yes, sir; I went down the ravinme on what may be knows e the lefs
luictulunmmmumdthmumu.

Qe “:mmmumnﬁi“MHMﬁmhm

would be difficuls
Ae After smmmusonwmu
hcnrlruu.nmtwl-ﬂymlim-umnupntm

'!ho'hnuﬁnnﬁnlo
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The Court then adjourned .
February 7th, xug %o meet at 10 o'clock a.m. tomorrow Friday,

234 Day,

Chicugo, rriday, February 7, 1879,
10830 AM.

The Court Met Pursuant to ed journment,

Presant

Colonel Johm H. King,

9th Infantry,
Colonel Wesley Merritt,

Sth Cewvalry.
Lieutenant Cclonel We B, Royall,

34 Cavalry.
Recorder

1st Licut, Jesse i, Lee
Mjutent, 9th Iafantry,

Major Reno and his counsel were also preseat.

The Court was then cleared to decide upon the request made by la jor Reno
yestarday tuant certain q:estions be propounded to certain witnesses -
by telegraph and after mature deliberstion the Court was again opened,
Ma jor Reno and his counsel being present, and the decision of the
was announced by the Recorder that the reguest of Msjor Reno that
witoesses in this case answer certain questions by telegraph is pot
granted.

The proceedings of the laat session were then read and approved.

Ceptain Mathey being recalled b, the Recorder, testified ss follows:
QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.

Q. Please state what opinione have been expressed to you by aw offi
ndﬁmmmnammuhh:rl-nnmuu
%

26th of June, 1876, in regerd to the comduc the
mander of troope while engeged in the timber on the left dank of the
river, Give ss nearly as you can the exact words and when aad

spoken.

where
Ae mmmormutmormum;mnn.mmm

cers telk about the bettle, some seemed been
mmumwa&mm«nmmwm
opinions in different ways. 1 don't remesber exactly what all of them
ssid or who were present. mtmmhwm,rhcg
remenber the time but on one occasion
ovm“ms-umutquuduuw-tumtrhmm
umm,dlmﬂoﬂuoﬂtﬂuhtm“.

said 1f we had not been comanded by :
killed, Those are his words &s nee
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Qe

A

Ae

Qe

Q*
F ™

Qe

A

e

Ce

fe

e

A.
Ve
A

Ce

T

know

/htlhﬂhohh&oﬂnpmm.hmuommﬂﬁi

ATmye xhnh-nom-uumunutm tter they
thought Mejor Remo lost his head or words to that :-“1'1'wt..".l,tr cen't
B

remenber who the officers were seid
rarticular one, e thet, I only remember thi

¥hen and where was thaty

Thet was lnst sumer while iu esmp near Bear Butte the
particular t.ing was said, . .

¥as he an officer who participeted in that bettle?
Yes, sir,
State his name,
lieut, Le Rudio.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO,.
When did he express that opinion?
Sometime last sumer, the summey of 1878,
He was not under oath?
Nogysir,
It was not a swora statement?
No, sirj the officers were talking.
Have you heerd him say anything else in regard to lajor Remo?

I don't remember any particular words thet made such an impression
on my mind, that, 1 remexbered 1t.

mMntmﬂmmummthuvumm.tMn
uthnplrtoflﬂljornmutﬁﬂtmt

L]
I don't remenber.

Has Lieut. De Audio always agreed in his statenents sbout the conduct
of ¥ajor Reno in thé timber?

He slways stated about the seme thing to me.
mnum-wnmuuu-mmanoum

I don't know about that,

m;.mmm:nns-umtuumummh
the ticber? :

1 have heard him say ths
horse got away from him,

tmﬂm&dhﬂimnﬂuudll-
1 never heard him say any fifferent.
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Q. Have you not heard him sey that he ot the
other times that he got 1t while dis u:ﬂdun foot and ut

1. ‘ﬂ. .1'.

Lo liss there not been & guestion anong of‘ﬁ.cm manner
u-n.mmaommrumtum:“m

A. 1 don't know that there has been much,
(. lins there deen any question?

‘. 'ﬂ. .u.

Q. Has there not been a question in regard to his bravery?

A. I bave not heard much of ity I heve heard officers probably say
they doubted how he was left there, it was a question in their
minds. 1 don't remecber who the officers were thet were talking
it over. There were not many.

Q. Was there not & very considerable difference in bellef as to the
manner he was lerl't there on the part of the officer: of the 7th
Cavalry?

A. I don't know that ! ever heard many express that,

‘e Have you mot heard some disbélieve him?

Ae 1 heve heard some question it, they had doubts sbout his story.

Q. With regard to the conduct of & battle is it not always the subject
of conversation and criticism smong the officers who participated in
is?

i. Yes, sir; a battle is slwsys talked over.

1. 18 there not froquentiy & wide diversity of opiunicn on the part of

‘ Mﬂopmemmnnnmumnmmm
and manegement on the part of the Comnandlng Oofficer?

Ae uamlmununntm-norlmummm
giviag hie opinion.

4« Don't those opinions differ:
A Y... sir.
G« Militery criticlem is wide is 1% not?

A« Yes, sir.

Teke engagonent of ons hour's duration in 1976 end & eriticism.
3 oocu::u in lmtu:dl not thet be according to your micd wisdom

&2%<> she fact?
A It was wisdom after the fect of course.

‘1.'-’.1..

ko i




Qe

Have you not heard Lieut. De

Mo bebavier 1a that battie | CTe SOVl lseriptiens of

1 bave generelly heard him give sbout the
hizm as %o how he got out of there, same when I have heard

I mean in regard to the memner inm which he :
way he recovered the guidonm. S AvTh Smans S

1 bave always heard him tell 1t sbout the same,

Did he bring the guidon out of the bottom with him?
I don't know,

Don't you know he did not?

1 don't know positively, 1 did not see it.

Did he exhibit 1t9

I don't know that he ever did,

Would he not hove done so if he had brought it out?
I suppose he would, I dou't know,

The witness then retired,

Captain Md@Dougall being reenlled by the Hecorder, testified es

followa: '

Qe

Q.

A

u...’. 170 aiah

CUESTIONS BY THE RECORLUER.
State if you kuow who buried Lieut, Hodgson's Dbody.
On the night of the 26th of June 1876 I %ook "rivetes iAyan snd
Noore of my compeny snd we went and got Lieut. Hodgson's body
auéd carried it to my breatworks and kept 4% there until the next
morning the 27th, After sewing him up in & dlanket and a poncho I
procecded with those two men o bury him.

QUESTIONS BY MAJOR REWO,.
Thatms after she Fight?
Yos, sir.
¥here was the body lying?
lnrﬁ.nujorﬁmomndfmthmh.
On which slide of the river?
On the side we made our stand, the right-hand eide.

ummmmrnhrlmmtwhtwelmm
of the 85th?
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Im‘hmm

ing to sond some : '
himself or not. one, . dou't know whether he went

Don't you know some valusbles were
o tomnemnd recovered from hies body on that

1 don't know, 1 heard of it,

The witness then retired,

Goeneral Jobha Gibbon, , a witness called by the Hscorder, being
duly ewora to toll she truth, the whols truth and nothing bus
the truth, testified as follows:

WESTIONS BY TE RAECORDER.
State your name, rank, and officlal designation and where serving.
John Gibvon, Colonel, 7th Infantry, serving et Jort St. Paul, ¥inn,

State whether you arrived on the battlefield kmown as that of the
little Dig Horn river, if so, when and under what circumstanges.

1 reached the battlfield on the morning of the 27th of June, two
days after the comuencement of the fight. I was in command of the
colusm directly under the directions of the Department Commander,
General Terry.

State what oxamination, if eny, you mede of that battlefield, or any
part of it, with a view to determining the defensibility of the
position; if mso, describe that position as fully end clearly as you
c¢an, showing its advantages or disedvantages of the position,

I mede very little examination of the position held by Yajor Remo
though I was on the ground probably am hour or two. My own cemp \
on arriving there was in a bend of the river, & liitle way below where
ho crossed the river going back I exauined the river banks from there
down to the point of woods where it was gemerally understood his

cherge terminated. My sttention was particulerly direected to ma
position where it was gaid he had his forces dismounted a while come
monly known as the point of timber, I don't kmow how I can describe

it better then by steting that just delow where he crossed the river

3
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t stream %o what is ) 0 .
: ﬁ:ﬁ i: Wl;”’:.‘:r“m e lower than ;:‘ level ::u
stream is probabd A
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A.

Qe

8
e

Qe

de

country just behind this position the water is ve

ry deops I
Judge Crom Arpeasrauces, and a short distance atove that was &
ford which 1 crossed on coming back from a trip down the river.

trees in which we found a number

Q
"

dead horses. The upper curve
I speak of just delow the ford I spesk of, where

e
muquuuwuymnuunmmmm the
mmmtmm’suumvnmmwm
on the morning of the 28th from burylng the dead and
campe I think the third one was the point of
it was the 3rd or 4th crescent shaped curve below the ford.

In regard to that lower place you speak of ms opposite where la jor
Reno had his command, how was 1% on the other side of the river in
regard to bluffs?

The bluffs are some distance back from there., There was a wide flat
there through which this stresm passes in a very crooked way and the
bluffs directly orposite that position were considerably back from
the river, I don't ‘now how far the way [ happened to see that position
wag, Oeneral Terry and myself started from my camp %o go te :

of the Custer fight =nd we crossed opposite the camp and made our way
to the foot of the bluffs and in coming back we got invelved in
wood and were obliged to come back and cross it just sbove that point
of timber., I don't think this msp pretends to be correct in the curves
of the river snd dces not represent the position of those places.

fere those bluffs wi thin range or 4id they command the position in
the timber at the lower point?

o, I think not, probably they were within very long rifle remge. I
would not say they commsnded 1t for any practical purpose.

1 believe you exsmined or went to the position Major Hemo occupled on
the hill. ;

Yes, oir; I went there in about an hour after we arrived there,



Qe

As & place for defense or from
how did that place on m:::uhmuu uu;::xm

descrided as the ol oF
sC as one mu“ by M¥a R
position on the hill? i ——

Major Reno objected to this Question to
matier because lrunrtmumuionumurmm
present during the engagenent, it nmay necessarily enlarge this
enqury by celling for other expert testimony,

clesred and
The court was then/closed and after msture deliberttion wes re-

opened, Najor Hemo and his counsel being present when the decision
of the Court was announced as follows:

By direction of the Court the gquestion is amended as followa:

. ample supply to render the point weak for a prolonced defensej this
“ I

Please state shat examination you made of Major Reno's position
on the hill and describe that position fully, showing, if any,
its advantages or dissdvantages ss a defensible position,

I spent probably 2 hours up on the hill conversing with the officers
and attending to official business. + did not go into a very ex-
tended examination of the position. I don't even know where all
the troope were posted. I saw some rifle pits snd examined the
posi tion generally. My conclusion in regard to it was that it was
an exceedingly wesk position for defense. Naturally it wes commanded
et tolerable long runge by the hill which bordered it on the down
stream side, The country wes guite broken by a succession of 1little
rolling hills and velleys behind which attecking forces could conceal
themselves. Then the manner in which the animals were exposed was
very bad for the command. I think I counted 48
little velley and then the fact of them  belng cu
not entirely so as I understood, but much cut

i
|
:

opinion however zust be taken as a very general one becsuse
u‘tmpm;mmlomo.Ijufmagumlﬂ_udt

the top of the hill.
Describe that erescest shaped portion of timber as to its leugth

" and width st the plece ropresented os being the one in which Ns jor

Reno his forces in the bottors give as careful a descriptiom of
that :;:u.u you esn es to the water, the banks of the river, the

underbrush and timber.

at all in regard to the timber. Iy decided
at of timder is that it was just above where
sogond hench & considerable way so as to
the ceiling of this room sbove the

This mep is not correct
recollection of that pol
the stream cuts into the
leave the dbank almost sa high as

ere is no
water. Around this best ﬂ:t xnow snd can give no definite idea

Whe ¥edes u SESVES vy iced inside of that piece of timber

all with reference $o it. 1 mot

t.hcr: was & considerable open S5pace, mpwbtzl;y.:g mimu'::,. .g.:.

th'ronremuneuofmmm e o e

distance from the front of the curve, that is, |
yaried of course very much from the point

x"”::h.g::u“u riu;- to the ford must have been two or tﬁ.

.'uo'-’.lﬂ m
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Qe

A

Qe
Ae
Qe
A

Qe

Ae

i

Qe

A.

wmr-m.mmummmre glade toward
prairie %o the left and rear of the mmn. —t o

give any estimate of the
side | don"t think there was
upper side. There wus more
on the opposite side of the river there was 1t of what
would eall timber, m-nmm-wum':nx.,vm&::t
mugluummm.ua-mmormmmm
timber amengst i,

“UESTIONS BY MAJOR HENO,.
You came u; on the 27th?
Y." sir,

¥hich direction d1d you come?

Right up the valley on the left hand side of the river on the left bank,

You come up with the entire commnd of General Terry?
Yes, sir. '
That examine tion you made leisurely and deliberately?

Yes, sir.

¥hat was the character of the banks on the right side of the river,
say from Major Heno's position down to the _mt B?

That I ean't tell you, except the point where I crossed from my
m.—.mzru;dumdmmmmﬁmndly

passed over.
hamtmuur:-.mﬁqnaunﬂ

below lajor Femo's
Y uruumuum-m-hm::um
;uuh.ﬁuomm&tﬂm

nuutaoumummnmu-mmtn

1 suppose they did. 1 know they extended as far sas I went down

Mﬁnlrmun.l .
QUESTIONS BY THE COURT,

numghmmam-'cmmmm'

No, sir; 1 don't kunow m;l:..:"monuutﬁmuut
of its length, It wes & . :
u-:uu -ol;aum,““ the timber. I s

norse to get through. I did not
mnﬁnﬂlh‘”'mnuwwmmmum

bank of the river. )




Ae &vhgmahmudmut
1 can't express an opinton. knowing where the other end was

I
space inside of It was some 50 yards wide
.mtmdmtﬁxmmmﬂlh T

Qe Imdnhtouw»nt&om.t

4e 1% was considersbly lower, Hight
that poeition was prodedly a 1ittle flat
it swept around and the bank was probably not ove

surface of the river, lohubrlunuuuahmupﬁpthu
the river and cross it.

fe
:

G+« [How sbou' cover for an enezy &s far ss concealment ie concerned?

Ae Ifthowhdptwunduofhhfmﬁnmtmmﬂd
they would have to be driven out because the brush was thick snd
tangled and s for as sight was concerned they would be almost per-
fectly concesled,

The witness then retired.

Major Aemo then ssked for the advice and the decision of the
Court, =3 to whether he should himself be examined as s witness upon

this enquiry.

Court was then cleared end closed and aftér mature deliverstion
:w.nmm-hlmmm,mx.mmm
elsion of the Court was announced by the Recorder as follows:

The Court decides that h}orm cannot appesr before it as & witness, exe
cept at his omn forulmm‘lunttorﬁlaﬂ.h,.

The Court is of opinion that i no wise would is position ss sn of ficer
ummmu-mxmn-mmmmmmun
oph'onofmcmtuwuuuhmmmmhmh

appear ss » ritneas.

mc«nm-&mz»mummmtmtm.nu. !

compliance with the lawe

The el for Najor ROMG T no in open Court directs him to meke
:?.:i‘:o .E,.mu for N‘:: Court as @ witness" and asks the decision
ofqth Court upon this requests :
3 and after moture deliberstion was re=
mwnmmnnu:.mwﬂ‘“‘,u..mmuummnp



The Court agein decides that “ajor Hemo camnot

Qe

A.

Qe

e

g

mtntnlmhmlmt. e el

¥ajor Remo them preseated to the Court his formal written request

thut he be allowed to testi
A . fy which is appended hereto and marked

¥ejor M, A+ Remo, 7th Cavalry being duly swern to testify the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, testified in
his own behalf as follows:

QUESTIONS BY EECORDER.
State your neme, rank end official designation,

¥arcus .. Remo, N¥ajor, 7th Cavalry, U, S. irmy, the headquarters of
the regiment stationed st Fort Lincoln. I am moeounted for on the
returns of the regiment at that place,.

QUESTIONS BY MR. CILEBERT, Counsel for Major Remo,

Conmence from the morning of the 25th of June 1870 and describe what
Jou did as major of the 7%h Cavalry.

On the morning of the 25th the regiment was lying in some sage bush -
I don't know the time exnotly and we had something to eat there and I
remember that Col, Sentoen came over to where I was - when he geme
over there | discovered the colusn was moving - | was not consulted
about any of those things. The organization into battalions amd
wings had dbeen snpulled before we left the Yellowstone River - I never
received say orders direct myself., I exercised the functions of what
1 imegined to be those of iieut, Colonel, I was at different positions
in the column - sometimes on the flanks end sometimes in the rear, The
colusn moved out sand I followed it, I think the next halt thet we made
w¥as aftor we had marched some distance. It was daylight in the morning
and I was informed only that the commending officer of the regiment had
mummofcmmhuhﬁmumnmum
indians wnich the seouts had reported in sight. He ealled the officers
together and I attended of course. He ssid the Indian scouts had re-
ported there wus a large ‘undien village in view from the top of the
mountain, e did¢ mot believe such himoelf as he 'md looked «ith his

way.
sald "The General directs you to take specify
“*"':,"”"m"',.... + and G"s I turned and said to him "Is thet
all", We said "Yes", I made no further inquiries but moved with my
. S o “w“‘”mmmthmm
wmmm.—nmmammmmnt‘-
tributary of the Big Horn River. I moved my colum nesrly parallel
s rrevious to that Capt. Benteen had

rf
ig
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Qe

Ae

Qe

A,

left up the hills I had no inetructions in re-

1 asked him where he was going and what he was
't recollect his reply exactly, but it wes to
tbo.rfutthntumhdnumrﬂhiuhtmmumnu-
t passed between us,

How meny com anies did he mmve and what direction did he take? .

kMSmim!.D.uﬂ!uﬂmtmrhmhﬂotu.“
to the hills and was very soon out of sight. The other two colurms
mtimdnnuuopponumnorm:tn-utnuptm
within sight of the Indian tepee that has been referred to - I can't
tell the distance. We were moving almost perallel whem the commande
ing officer beckoned me with his hat %o cross over to the bank on
which he was, The croseing was a 1ittle difficult so that shen I
got on that side the battalion wes somewhet scattered, end I was about
opposite the rear of the column commanded by General Custer, I there
received an order from Lieut, Cook to move my comssnd to the frogt.
When I got up there, there was n tumult among the Indisns that were
with us as scouts - They were stripping themselves and preparing for
a fight, I efterwards understood that they would not go forwsrd and
Gen, Custer had ordered them to give up their suns and horses. I
moved forwerd in accordance with the orders received from Lieut,

to the heud of the column, Soon after thet Lieut, Cook came
me and said "Gen. Custer directs you to take as rapid = gait as
think prudent and charge the village afterwards and you will be
supported by the whole outfit”, :

iss

Who was with you at the time?

My battalion Adjutant Lieut, Hodgson was on my left and lLieut, Wallace
was on his left, He came up and said he was goinz with that dattalion
uswmmu“-'m-nlﬁnn’hunwhﬂ.xh
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time : me
Mmhmtmlmuanhuot
minutes after and 1 was convinced that ny opinions were correc

s
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Qe
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The Indian scouts had run away except three or four and we did
not see them agein until we g0t %o Towder “{ver, which was sbout
90 miles from where we were,

Aﬂormhdulthomuianmm:ummm“m.
what guit did you take and how far 41¢ you go?

We were then at a gallop. Im:mﬂhubmhrwmh
mmzmamaumuummmorhm&mu
lmunmmtmuamunmnuunnunm.m
-mu-nmorumteuummxm-ummm
& revine where they evidently had hid themselves,

¥here do you loeate that ravine?

I think ravine es I saw 1t was 8 or 900 yards in froat of me snéd on
what v called the foot hills on the left bemk of the river. There
were straggling parties of Indlens meking sround to my vear, I said
to myself st once that I could net successfully make an of fensive

eharge, Their numbers had thrown me on the defensive.

Vhere was the village st that time?

It was stretched along down the bank of the river to my front and
right. There were times going down that I could not see the willage.

The Indiens you speak of as going to your resr were leaving the
village and going to your resr, wers they?

Yos, #ir; they were coming out and going to my left and rear,
When did you dismount and how ¢1d you give that order?

I dismounted by telling the company officers. Lieut. Hodgson gave
the order to company G snd 1 gave it to companies M and A. I gave
the order to dismount and prepare to fight on foot and their horses
would be sheltered im this point of timber,

the time gave the order to dismount and deployed the mem in
rmish mr.nm many Indisns had you seen and whet indieations
you seen as to their numbers sné disposition?

ER=

an (idea) of the number of Indians from the trails in the first
and 1 saw distinctly with my ows eyes five or six hundred Ine
sll the evidences through the bottoms and over the trails showed
were Indiens there, Thedust on the treil I followed rust have
from 4 to 6 inches deep, and there were several trails showing
numbers of enimals had gone there.

$ the ingredients the
making your estimete did you have as one of
t that the Indians were c¢ircling to your rear instead of remaine

ing in your front? |
Yos, sirj I knew they were going there in small partics = at the

:
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Qe

same time there were meny in my front.

ummﬂmamwummannmtuamao.m
what orders did you give?

¥e had been out there sbout fifteen or twenty minutes under a pretty
hot fire., I was on the line near Captein Moylan when word came to me
from out the timber that the Indians were turning our right, I left
unt.m.nnmtnt,bbvucummtmtamzvaﬂl
went with oupany G %o the benks of the river. I suppose there were
forty men in it, When I got there I had a good view of the tepees and
1 could see meny scattering tepees. It was plain to me that the
Indiens were using the woeds as much as I was myself in she
themselves and creeping up on me, I then rode cut on the plain,
There was firing there that I could hear but not see. Ii

same to me, sald the Indisns were passing to our left end rear, snd I
told him to bring the skimmishers in round the horses, ifter going
down to the river there and seeing the fecilities they had, I knew
I could not stey there unless I stayed forever. The regiment had
evidently got seattered or someone would heve sent me an order or
come to aid me and in order %o secure = union of the regiment which
I t absolutely necessary, I moved to the hill to got where I
eould and where I thought 1 could so dispose the men that they
sould hold their own till someone cane %o 2id us.

;

¥hat smount of firing was there on that line and in the timber bee-
fore returning to the hill?

imong some of the men the firing was very rapid. Others fired more
deliverately., It was what I call & quick fire for sbout twenty
minutes xhile the line was on the plain and they continued firing
afterwvards when brought to the woods there.

How were the men armed and with what amount of mwwunition 4id
Mcmcthoﬂwthphmtmm

I 414 not make an inspection of the battalion when it was assigned to
me end only know from the company officers. They reported to me that
the Comsnnding Officer of the regiment was that the men should have -
mmuofmuinﬁonﬂnirmnlwu“rm
bags. mtmmnptlm-m.butucw.

AthunmnnlnmtmuMnauomth
I hed no idena.
mmmtmﬂnmum-uuu-mg

: remo There was no commmicated to us if one
ﬂﬂ.'ﬁ. m':imu emmu not know of 1%,

Hwﬂdymcmtolun&o“.ﬁhﬂtﬂu-uhm‘

manner?
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would be formed in column of fours. 1 had no other means of
accomplishing that formation except through their action,

lhthltmuhntthodpotthow

¥here Bloddy inife was shot I think I stood some ten minutes while
the formmtion was going on. 1 had nothing to do with 1, They had
orders to form the men in column of fours out of the timber, 1 had

-hupwnlnlhpwuoumkmmh 11

the purpose I stated, to get the regiment together and such of

the officers and meu ss G414 get through, I would get & chance to save
Was no use in uy staying in the timber as I could assist

0o one and could make no diversion, Whem I I

best Jjudgment and I think events proved I was right

Were the Indians increasing or decreasing?

Inoreasing, particularly on the right benk of the river, skipping
from tree to tree, keeping themselves as much undor shelter as they
possibly could., They were making use of that timber for shelter as
much as I possidly could and meybe more. They were more cunaning in
woodersaft than the scldiers,

¥hat number of Indians were in and about the timber within range of
the command at the time you left the timber?

The Indiens are peculier in their manner of fighting - they don't go

ia line or bodies « they go in perties of from five to forty - You

see them seattering in all directions. WUy opinion is there were six
seven hundred there snd I had s hundred and twelve men - I have

or
since had my opinion econfirmed.

mmluﬁmtmnmltumjﬁpntmhvuh
municate with the rest of the regiment or put yourself in a place you
could be comsunicated with?

Mdr;thuwhuwﬁuMm the best change 1
could to save themselves and it wes impossible to have a victory over
the Indisns,.

mcmmltmuwhhuunmiwmn

Yes, sir; and I took the responsidility.

nttmmmm“mmmumnmnt
from there to the hilltop?

The column was formed so as to go through the Indians on that side.
xmhmiutnuorhuotuluupa’-ummh.
mtl-otumlcuhttnmmﬁ!nnﬁomc-ﬁ“x

would lose part of the command.
thmmrormuumsuumn

N
mthnnnntmibnmhlrnmmmmuw
sition we were placed in.
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lhtmuudldmbuor in the timber st that time?

Iu'lhu;hiro,morthcmumtmn

man from "M*
Company wounded, to whom the stten

—a ’ tion of the doctor was at the

Fhere was Bloody inife killed?

¥ithin a few feet of me, I was trying to get from him signs
where the Indians were going. % -

nmmumnuunnn-smnu.uamma-u-

1y dart from the glade and go out of the timber and
tp the river? WS ——.

No, sirj I hed given orders to the compeny commander to make the
ronuuunnllntmmtuﬂﬂutnﬁnmhhuuﬂ:
£y myself in regard to the Indisns there, h

Was Capt, Moylan with you at the edge of the timder?

He was immediately at my side. After the Indian hed fellen I
was sitting by the side of Capt. Moylan observing the formation.

At the time Bloody 'nife was killed at your side had you made up
your mind to leave the timber?

Yes,oir; and had already given the orders %o the Company Comuanders.
Before Bloody ‘nife was killed?

Yos, sir.

¥hat was the orgsnization of the command in the movemeat back to
the river?

It was in column of fours, with . Compeny in fromnt, M Company in
mmmomnw-ﬁm.

Yhat was the gait at which you moved and what was your position?
lm-tﬂnhﬂafﬁooelmmmmtmlmm.

Why 41d you take that position?

1 thought my duty was there, to see sbout the direction of the
column and have facilities for cbserving the ford and the hill on the
other side and I would be on the top of the hill to rally and re-

form the med.
unudmce.tmrlmmmmmmm

topped at the river a moment. The men were crossing hurriedly
L:ﬁntt:mmmrorm”muwmm“. They
mmu-mnnmmrmmmxm.“
many men there. The Indisns had Winchester rifles and the coluun
made & large target for they were pumping their bullets

into it.

g |
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muautmtu-mrmtumurumunu-
triumphant merch?

No, sir; nor 1'@id not consider it as a retreat.

mmmmmmormunmtmmm
by whose ordera?

lﬂuuthnoutlﬁon;htnum;mluuulcm
obtain with the time at my disposal. I immedimtely put the command
in skirmmish line dismounted, a movement that was accomplished through
the company commanders.

At the time you lert the timber, could you see Capt, Bentsen's
column? ' .

Ro, sir,

Did you see him?

No, sir.

Had you sny reason to expect him to unite with :onrm
Not the most remote.

How soon after you arrived on the hill did you meot him?

In a short time 1 rode ocut to see him, he was not far off, 1
t0ld him what I hed dome and I was glad to see him., Fe then moved
his battalion up to where my battalion was. I rode up with him
myself, In crossing the ford lLieut. Holgson who was my Adjutant
and & great favorite and friend of mine, I was told had been shot,
With the hopes that it might be only & wound or thet I might be
able to do something for him, I went to the river after Capt,
Benteen's arrival with some men I ealled together, but whose names
I can't remember, Sergeant Culbertson ! remember was one I had to
go, and went to the ford. 1 suppose I was gone & half an hour.
Capt., Benteen was the senior officer in comsend when I went down
end he was 2 man in whom I had the greatest confidence.

At the time you met Capt. Beateen were you informed of the order
that hed been sent by Liesut, Cooke?

He showed 1t to me.
¥hat waes that order?

Itieas been repested here in court. I can't recollect the exact
phraseoclogy, it was to about this effect "Benteen come on - hig
village - dring packs” and then s posteript "Bring packs" and
signed ", ¥, ¥, Cooke” He haé not time to put his officiel destgna-

'.1. ' - ’. m.
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P14 you get anything from lLieut. Hodgeem's body?

I took & ring from his finger and from his pocket & bunch of

keys « the body had bee: rifled of the watech, I came back on the
hili, - the Indians withdrew from my front and sround me except &
scattering fire.

¥het number of wounded did you heve there?

Ten were sble to get on the hill with their horses.

What was done with regard to meking them comfortsbles

All that could be done. 1 told Capt. Noylan to whose company the
greatest number of wounded men belonged ss he was in the front coming

across - I told him to take such measures as were attainadle to make
the men comfortable and I knew it would be done.

Fhen you came up from examining Lieut. Hodgson's body whore was the
peck train?

Not yet in sight. One of the men was sent to it. I told him %o’
g0 down to the packs - %o get out some ammunition mules end get there
with them as quickly as possible.

¥hat order was sent to the pack train and by whom?

¥hen I had time to look around I said to lLieut, liare, I wam ted him
to sct &8 ny Adjutent. I could not make myself omnipresent. I sent
him to the pack train to hurry it up all he could, At that time it
was not in sight,

P44 he return?

He d41d and reported to me what he had done.

How long after did the pack train come up?

1 think about an hour - ! sm not positive. I had a watch dbut I
had something else %o do than be looking et 1%,

After the pack trains ceme up what wes done?
Before the pack train came up the command was put in position. It

.wes on this hill which I thought would enable everybody to see i ¢t

end I kept it there as a mucleus about which these scattered parties
could gather, $i1l they all csme topether. That was the purpose for
which I went there.

t. Hare returned from the pack trainm, I told him to go to
%o communicate with Cen. Custer if he could and tell him where we were.
1 knew in what direction to send him beceuse Gﬂ.. Custer's trail hed
been found. It was back of the porition 1 took when I went on the

hill.
¥hat was done with the main body of the troops?
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They were kept in hend.

In what direction 414 it mareh?

4
Atinﬁomoktntnmupltomdthcolmﬂthﬁmmtn .

on the left, the pack train in the middle twc companies on the »ri
end started down the river, - -

hmudmp:mumuumt

Pmnauhunulom-mrxmatmm-rmm
there wore akiruishers thrown out at some distance from the flanks
Some men were on the river bask. I regarded Capt, Weir's

as the advance guard and if saything came there he would check it end
give time for the other compenies to get into position.

Why did you not go on?

Lieut, Hare came back and ssid he hed taken the responsibility of
using my neme and ordered the returnm of the comnend on account of the
nusber of Indians he saw, The orders were communicated to other offi-
cers in the line, Capt. Weir I was afterwards told left ome of his
men down there. I had been impressed with the position I first resched
on the hill., I had locked at it a little, 1t was nearoer water then
where I was, and if the companies who wers thrown to the rear could
hold the Indiens in check we could get there ell right.

By whose commund did the columm move down ﬂuatnuudu'tul!
By mine; both ordsra.
Where did you go after the column halted?

I remained at the rear the column was put about by fours., I thought as
the Indians were coming there I would be there so as to get the first
information. I remained there, the column moving back s ¢ a walk and
after a fow minutos I gulloped to the head to meke disposition of the
troops on their srrival, Capteins French snd Godfrey were sent to
Capt. Benteen, who gave directions to them himself while I was gone
to the head.

Fhy did you go to the head?

hdimwmmnﬂcumnﬂ.mmtlmunxoqum'
the shelter of the men and horses.

%ho made the selection of thet position?

I did.

Thy did you select 1t3

It eppeared uumﬁomﬂ-amla&inxhﬂhm-’.

pest place I could get into. I knew I would have to fight
::.';:‘::.umududlmlthswlulmuht“ﬂﬂ

myself.
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After reaching that point what disposition was wmade of the troops
and by whose order?

I said to Capt. Benteen, you look out for that side and I will of
the other. I took "D". Go. with me, I spoke to the men and told
Mhmnﬁn,ltnnmamgut%.uhdmlplt

that company in position, end es I had an impression at the time
that the main attack would be made there I remained there most of
the time. I kmew the other flenk wes in good hands.

¥het reason had you for thinking the main attack would be made
there?

From the configuration of the country I thought the Indians would
come Wiere in greeter mumbers than from the river side and I never
could account for why they did not come there,

What time were the troops put in position there on the hill and what
time did the firing commemce?

The horses were put together hurriedly. We had hardly time to get
in line dismounted before they came at us in large numbers. The
men threw themselves on the ground. They hed no shelter there was
no protection except & growth not exaetly of sage brush but it was
what is called "grease weed" forming no protection whatever.

When did the fire commence?
Immediately;as we got on the line.
Can you fix the time?

Fothing, except that I remember the sum was high enough to enable me
to see it over the hills delow us, when we got in position so that
it could not have been very near the horizom.

How long did the fighting continue and with vhat severity?

It continued till dark ss longz as they could see to shoot that was
the 25th of June and we were between 40 and 47 north latitude and
that was about the longest day in the year. Twilight lasted till
about 9 o'clock, that is the way 1 get at the duration of the fight,

How severe was the firing?

It was a very severe fire. They had position where they could see us,
snd the Indiand mever fires by velleys at every men for himself,

During the time between 6 and 9 o'clock, what if anything, Was done
by yourself?

I went twice over to the flank of "D" Compeny snd went farther on
and saw the whole line. I was perfectly satisfied with the position.
knew the men could hold it at least 1 thourht they could, and Bhat
hed better be on the other side. I went back there and remsined
ere during the afternoon end evening. I think I was on the left

re
"D* Co.

agHH




Ge

A

Ao
Ce

e

Qe

Ao

Ao

G

A.

Qe

Whea 9 o'clock came did the fire slacken or not?

Yes, sir; they went back fro= our conmend and made & huge bdon
fire down in the village by which I could see then dancing and
scanpering about, I didn't know what they were doing.

After 9 o'clock what d1d you do?

I went round end made other dispositions,

Fhat were they?

I moved some of the companies and told the company commanders to
protect themselves all they could and give themselves nll the

shelter they could, that they had to stay there. I remesber distince
tly saying that a good msny times that we could not leave those wounded
and we head got to stay there until some relief ceme that I knew

could not be long, =a I knew General Terry wes in the country and

I was sure to gat information soom.

Ganeral Terry was in what direction at thet time.

I had been informed by one of General Terry's Staff officers that
there had been a plan agreed upon between himselfl and General
Custer to meet in the vicinity of the Little Big Horn.

In what direction was he supposed to be coming?
Up the Little Big Horn River,

Then you expected to be relieved by Genersl Terry or by General
Custer?

Yos, sir.

whether at thet time or at any time during thet day there was
2':.11!& m'.mylet_n on your pert that GCeneral Custer and his come
mand had been destroyed.

t. The men snd officers were very tired; they had
::.mlm It heéd been harder on the nen than on the
horses. The men were badly in want of sleep becsuse they had deen
up in the saddie, That evening the wheresbouts of the commanding
officer of the Regiment was the subject of conversation between Capt.
Bentee: and myself while he was lying on my blenkets,

h-mnwmiumumnﬂormmtmo-n-rm,
his command had been destroyed?

there ro such impression st all., It was supposed he
m:‘::nm'::wnununm& He had nearly as

many men as I had; more than when I cpened the fight,. ’.
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"hat 414 the Indians do after you had fortified yourself?
They withdrew from us at about ¢ o'clock.

Did they renew the attack?

Yes, sir; on the morning of the 26th. I had been sll round the
line and could see them moving up the valley. It was just sbout

the bresk of day, I arrivef at that time in the samo menmer as 1
do at @ o'clock,

nﬁmhmuumhnnmmvunuutm‘h
Jour report how did you fix 1%?

nnnmnmmwumunmmumm
I got the best impression availedle at the time,

Does that remark epply to other periods of ti-e than the one you are
now testifying to?

Ho, eirj I think I am nearly right sbout the 9 o'clock and the 23 30.
But I mean the other time, |

They were fixed by the best information [ could get.

When did the attack commence?

About half past two, Before that I saw many of them going up the
bottom, forming e cirele around me. :

In what way wes the attack commenced and how long did it continue?

The first thing I heard was two rifle shots and as everything was
quiet at that time it was something which attracted atlentiom. It
vas lmwediately succeeded by firing from all round the position. It
wes only when they fired that their position was indicated by the
puffs of smoke and by the sound. There was one point behind which
there wes I think 25 Indians snd they would fire together. They
wore the nearest Indlans to us, They were the men who hit most of

the horses.
%as the firing severs or not?
It was as severe as ! ever experisnced.

Could you form any estimste of the number of Indians that attacked you
duriag that enga ement?

officiel report that from the best information et my
:u::::‘:zumsimuuu the safe side 1 put it dosn at
twenty-rive hundred, 1 think now I was below the mark,

Mtlﬂwdlulmumwmﬁ-mcmmum.f
the hill? _

I think they were ull there.




Qe How long d14 the firing continue?

Ao nnm;nnamsmrmtm. 1 am not sure of the time.
Q. Then 41d it slacken any?

A. Yes, sir,

A. The Indians removing down the bottom towards the village - I thought
they were going for mmunition or to get relief snd would come back
again. They wore raising quite a dust snd swoke hoving set the
prairie on fire, and it was A4fficult to distinguish what they were
@oing exactly because when they got behind this smoke end dust I lost
sight of them., I think now that they went that afterncon to meet
General Terry's column, which on the night of the '26th encamped elght
or nine ailes from there. I think they went to meet him, in feet I
know they did, .

Ce Then did the Indians withdraw from the neighBorhood of your position
on the 25th?

A. There were some high points which perfectly sheltered some of ;lutr
sharpshooters, and they remsined there all deay, There were a few
Indiens left to snnoy the command and they remained there till the
evening of the 20th amnoying us, perticularly in the matter of getting
water. . They moved up closely to where we had to go out to get water,

The Court then adjourned to meet at 10:30 a.m, m.hm, '
February 8, 1879,

24th day. =
Chicago, Illinois, February 8, 1879,
10130 a.m.

h;cm-t pursusnt to adjournsent.
Present

Colonel John M. King,
oth Infantry.

Colonel ¥esley YMerritt,
Sth Cavalry.

Lieutensnt Colonel W. B, Royall
o Méawhr-

Recorder P . Lee
Lisut, J/onse
™ sdjutent, 9th infantry,

Major Remo and his counsel were also present.

The Proceedings of last session were read and approved,
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The examinution of Major Hemo by his counsel was then continued

qumw-uumnuormmmmmmmu
Mmhrmmmm. '

It was very warm, The sun wes shinning brightly. Previcus to
Muthmthoftbaﬂonhudlmbmmﬂui felt hat
it vas dusty and dirty end some officers went on a boat to where s
mm.«-.mchn-umnn.maumeaum

cents for, they had no band but they were a very good shelter from the
sun. I wore one of those. :

¥here did you lose 1%?

In the bottom, or in the timber,

S%ate if you dbought your carbine with you to the top of the hill,
Yes, sir; I did.

Did you ever tell any person you lost your carbine in the bottom?

No, sir; I don't think that metter would be a subject of couversstion
under the circumstances. I bad no time to talk about it,

ShhlfmﬂMmmlmmNM¢fmmuaﬂm
indians were a considersble distance from you.

No, sir; 1 fired my revolver several times coming across the bottom,
I don't think when I got om the hill I had e cherge in it,

State whether it was cowardice or not that prompted you to leave the
timber snd the bottom,

b. sir,
Have you already sufficiently stated your motives in leaving the timber?

Yes, sir. ¥y ides was, we had an immense force against us end nobody
came tc our sssistance, I was not certain that anybody knew where I
wss, unless directed by the firing the position in my Judgment was not
mhhmxmtmtwﬂuxuqmummg.
scattered perticms of the regiment could get together,

That was your motive?

o it was my opinion that
Yes, sir; and 1t continued so all the time
-o.m only mesne of getting anybody away alive.

Dommm#:mnm placed st a point Sermed Capte
Weir's MillY

It was done,
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¥or whet purpose and when?

It was thought it might be discovered by the scattered men and

detechments, It was donme &t the i
I think be d1d 1%, Suggestion of Capt. Benteen.

Fhat time was that?

xm'tcuummumumme_n‘-ummm
river on the 25th of June 187¢.

State with respect to the amount of firing you heard end the ime
presaion it made on your mind at the time.

IMunmun-MnMMamuum. Then

1 heard o few seattering shots. I could not locate them. 1

would not swear wiether they were from the direction in which Cemeral
Custer's body was aftervards discovered or from the village, I thought
it was from the villsge.

Was it so severe as %o give you the impression of a general engagement?
'.. gir.

Uid the firing or any other circumstance on the day or night of the
25th or the 20th or that night mske you delleve that Genernl Custer

and his commsnd had been dbstroyed?

No, sir.

U4 sny person intimete to you any belief of that kind during the
25th or 20th as far ss you recollect?

No, sir.
How 414 you make up your officiel report from evidence?

From could obtain in the menner official
Nllf::. h.:-lﬁ:lr;.:z:oi There must have been matters in it
of !h!ch.?ud no personel knowledge, though I considered ny fue

formation perfectly relisble.

Seme of the statements were not made on yous POERsas). Enssdainet

; to time, except the 9 o'cleock
T ] o ek e i B b 1 ink are searly ssurese

If:l.l! :J‘:‘“u :tzfmuntnfnqurmm“‘m *
now X

s . f the H

1 had some whiskey whieh 1 obtained at the mouth o osstindi

How d1¢ you esrry i%?
It was carried in a flaske
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¥here did you carry the flask?
In the inner bresst pocket of my cost.
What kind of coat did you have on?

1 had on an ordinary uniform sacque as prescrited ror'offzem.
How much do you suppose the flask could possibly have contafined?

Ituntbﬂmnamtandamﬂ. Probably nesrer s pint then
a8 quarte-] don't knowi

suu*tmtornqmrmm.nmnnamm.tr
any, and at what time you drank it.

1 41d not érink a drop of wuisky until the firing had ceased--about
12 o"clock 2t night.

State whether you were sober or not on the afternoon and might of
the 856th,

I was, striectly sober.
Entire so?

Zntire so,

When was that flask emptied?

ming of the 28th, when we were on the battle-field of
:a.mm:.ur. It was & very disagreeable sight, and officers and
men were & good deal affected. The stench was sickening. Capt.
French came to me and said, "Have you got sny wisky?" I answered
that I hed & 1ittle, snd he said, "Cive me a drink for I am sick

at the stomech,” and I did so.
Then that flask wes still unemptied on the morning of the R28th?

It wes; I think 1t was the only whisky in the commend, emcept what
the doctor had.

How did you come to take this drink on the night of the 25th and with
whom d4d you teke 187

connot recs 1 took & drink with Cept. VWelr or met, I
: r:mmrml told him I was tired and that I wanted
. koep up, snd he said he would do it. It is darely possible
::tt:ut:cﬁ-umu. 1 know I took ome myself about thet time,

m“.mpor-.udrhk‘!
Imi‘wm-

Did it affect you in any way?

such mm-mcimmutm
No, sire I:'ah.. xciundunt-mmm' sleep if I

21&. but I did not get 1te
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Qe How were the pack animels ranced?

A. They were put in a depression. During the afternoon, when the
Indians first came upon us, I had no time to fasten them, They

were put in the position I have stated, which was the best I eould
aee,

Qe Did you visit the pack-aninals during the afternocon or night of the
25th, and if so, how often and for what purpose?

A. I remained on the line with company D the first hour, becsuse the
attack then was very severe--very hot, snd I did not feel Justified
in leaving there. I then went round the line snd came into the pack=
train, end I found a good many men and packers who were skulking, and
I drove them out. I did this several times, I thought the mules and
horses were safe and thet those men had no business there. The last
time I went there the packs had beea takes off, That was the
time I saw those men. I had been there several times to drive out men
and I felt annoyed, and so I asked one of the men what he wes doing
there. 1 cannot recall the words of his reply, but I kmow they angered
me more, and, as I thought that was not exactly the tine for morsl
suasion, I hit him, and I may have told him that if I found him there
again I would shoot him.

Qe That hour of the evening was this?

4« It might have been 10 o'clock or it might have been between 9 and 10
o'clock.

Q. It was not later than 10 o'clock?

A. No.

Q. TWhere had you the flask of whisky at that time?

Ae I had it with me.

Qe Where?

4, In the inmer pocket of my coat.

C. Could there have been any escspe of whisky?

4. If 1t escaped at all, it seems to me that the coat must have got it.

tion thet Cept.
ghether at any time you received any intime
3 ::::umld uportyouinmathﬂ:oathohtu.

A, No, sir; I did not know where Capt. Benteen was,

would commence now and state as accurately as you can
- :o::ﬁu,?nu action on the 26th--how the men and omu_ﬂ were

placed and just what you said and did.
4. TWell, sir, the line was complated by myself during the night. I
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the line seversl Plues. The Indiens that wer

the herd were enabled to reseh the snimsls ;o:trtﬂhrm?sggn::o
depression, and I tried to fill that up with everrthing belong-
ing to the packs--hard-tack, boxes, blankets, snd everything
that goes to make up the losding of a psek trein. I hed smmunie
tion boxes taken end opened snd put slong the lines of the
different compsnies, so thet the men would have «ll they wanted.
I think those were about about sll the orders I g've. 1 went
round afterwards to see that they hed been couplied with. On
the 26th I moved sbout, but most of the time I wus with D
compeny, nesr to Lieut, Wallsuce. I crossed the ridge Lehind our
position seversl times., I remember being out in front of Cspt.
Benteen's line--I remember being in Cupt. Moylin's line-«~in
fset, I was round all, Aifter the severest portion of the firing--
I hed better say the heaviest firing--wns over, I was outside
the lines in front of Capt. Benteen's position with Sergt.
Delscy. Ve esch hud our carbine, snd we ssw some Indiens sneak-
ing round there in small parties. There were Lwo knolls, ss
nesr us 1 econld see, snd every now and then four or five Indicns
would gallop: round there. This valley was in range from my
position but not froa the line., I had gone further down the
line to look down the knoll., I told DelLsey th:t there was s
chince for a good shot, and as I thought I ecould shoot very well,
I went down there to shoot at those Indians.

Stste whether you took every means to infors yourself thet the
officers snd troops were Lehaving =8 well &8s possible under the
circuustences?

I did.

Was the position of the commend such thset frequent orders
were necessary?

Not at &ll., After the morning of the 26th I did not think an
o:;ﬂ'tm necesssry. Yost of the officers were lying in the
pits, and I think Capt. Godfrey had asdditionally covered hiuselfl
with his bedding. It wes only when I went th’ ¢ that they could
see me., DPut I do not want to reflect on them #1l, It wes their
proper position, and they eould not see .e.

Did they behave well or bravely?
¥ell, I saw no ocecssion for encouraging either officers or men.

State whether you ressined lti commsnd sfter m. Terry came up.

1 did.
State whether Gen. Terry sent you to diseharge any duty.

to bury the dead, I thought that was « proper duty
Ili:r.:g: :‘th-gtha?n ghould tske care of the wounded and go

end bury our comrsdes becsuse we would be best able to recognize
them.

State whether st the crossing "' you received any communication
through & men nemed Girerd?
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Never; he had no right to |
1y, I mesn, igh make any communication to me--offiec

Whet effort, if any, did you mske to communicate with
Custer's command on the night of the 25th? s

It was a8 muech to let him know where we were--ss mach for the

welfare of the men under own coumsnd Gene.
s e my es for Gen. Custer and

Did you have sny more congern sbout him then you had for your
own men? :

No, sir; not so much, really.
Whet effort did you meke to communicate with him?
There were some Indisns in the commend, Yellow Face and snother

Crow that was wounded, end 1 thought that they, knowing the

country, might be able to get there. I would not order a soldier
to go there.

Why not?

Ws1l, I would not send him to whaet I knew would be death.
Were the Indian scouts willing to teke any message?

They talked sbout it, but they would not go.

What effort, Af sny, did you mske on the 26th to comumnicate
with Gen., Terry?

I msde snother effort by mesns of & Crow scout. He want out of
the lines, but he did not stay very long. He came back sgain
end brought the note, whieh I afterwsrd saw in the hands of Lieut.

Varnua.

What became of 1t ar.t.omrd?

Thet I do not know.

You heve mot got 1t?

I have not got it. | |
Did you succeed afterward in sending s messsge to Gen. Terry?

I did on r.hc morning of the 27th after the Indians had certain-

Is thet the communicstion (showing witness e document)? J
It seeus to be; it states the sentiments I hed et the time.

to read « this communicetion end say whether it
ie:;:i:pml in suvstance with the communication you sttempted

to send to Gen. Terry on the 26th.

bout the substance of the communication that I
I:% 2' :hi.a:th, and -n:- returned. I was anxious abou’

o
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the wounded, and wanted mcdieal aid. I i
e & liltud. The doctor's supplies

Q. State whether the communication of the 26th whieh you hsve not
got, conteined any statement thst you aould'hold your position,

A. Yes, sirj it must have done so. I know thet I felt that I could.

Q. State whether you have any knowledge e&s to the rations the men
had on their persons on the night of the 25th,

A, The men were ordered to cerry their own rations for three or
four days, I think, I am not positive about that, becesuse, &8s
I say, I was not consulted, It wes in order thet the puck=-train,
which was liunited ss to its capacity of transportetion, should
be relieved as much as possible. For that resson the retions
were tanken and were in the hends of the men snd on the horses.
The retions in the peck-train were under the chsrge of the
company comms nders,

Qe What expectation of support had you et the time you entered the
tisber aend from whet direction did you expeet thet support to
comne? :

1
A« From the mamner 1 received the order I could not conceive of any :
other msnner of being supported except from the rear. |

Q¢ I wish you to state whether, under all the circumstances; you
felt thet you failed in any manner in the discharge of the duty
that was expected of you on the day and night of the 25th or the

26th?

A. 1 did not feil. I think the results of those two days ought to
Justify what I did,

le Was there ;ur any difficulty between you snd Nr, Gir.rd?

A, Well, I thought he was stealing from the government send I dis-
chir.ed him. .

e ¥hen wes it you discharged him?

think the reports of the guartermsster will show that I dis-
ihargcl him u”tho fell of 1875--perheps in the lest month of
that yoar.

QUESTIONS BY THE RECORDER.
Recorder Lee--You spoke in regard to the dust on the Indian trail.
Yhere was that? )

md |
. ssed Indisn cemps end big treils from the |
"ltn.:;;.i:.ni‘;tr,m:omm of the Rosebud., In one v:oecated cemp ,
wa oounted four hundred fires--that wes perhaps two weeks old.
As we passed up the Rosebud those trails enlarged for miles be-

fore we got to the Little Big fiorn.
Q. Ttﬂ.n dust wes in the vicinity where the caups had been?

A+ Yes, end where the treils were.
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“14 you notice the dust two end & half inches thiek on the
trail you were on on the 25th?

Yes, sir; I remseuber that becsuse Adjt. Cook came eand put a
portion of the command off the trail becsuse we were making so
mueh dust. I did not see that done-<he did not tell me about 1it.

What portion of the command did he put off the brailf

He 41d not tell me; I was afterward informed sbout it.

::ut: not eny ecolusn marching in that country reise considersble
]

Hot off the tl‘ﬂ’.l,

You were in advence when you saw the dust you spesk of?

I was in different perts of the coluun, I wes second field of-
ficer, I reuember leaving the column and going with Lieuts.
Wallace and Hodgson to & spring to get a drink of water,

In regard to the azmunition that the men were Pequired to carry,

I wish you to state whether or not 1t is 2 genersl order slways
when troops are on an expedition of this kind to take one hundred
rounds of scmmunition?

Yes, if they expect to meet snything.

Do you know whether the men had that quentity thet day?

Ao

e

Ao

Qe

Ao

Q.
A,

Qe

TT

I steted yesterday that I did not knowe-~that I had no time to
inspect.

Believing thet to be the amount, was it necessery you should in-
spect? ;

I heard that was Gen. Custer's order, end 1 thought it would be
complied with.

As far es you know, the entire commend must have had about the
sane quentity of samunition? ‘

I do not know 1t, sir.

Would oresume that the three companies thet fell to your ,
lot wo:g: g:vo a less smount of emmunition ihan the five compenies

which fell to Gen. Custer? |
No, sir; I should think they hed the ssme amount.

|
” "
ou ted in your testisony that no plan was "commnicated to us
;101::aoxplnin whet you mean by "us”--yourself or others?

I mean the whole regiment. I might say there that I do not
think there was any plan.

You received en order from Gen. Custer through his adjutent?

Yes.
I would like you to repeat thuiiondor agpin.'

,ﬂfn N — -f.



A "Gen. Custer directs you to move f
. . = orward at as rapid a it
@8 you think prudent, and to charﬁo afterward, ang you %:11

be supported by the whole outfit.
exact words. I think these were the

Q.- You were, of course, expected to charge the Indiens?
A+ Yes; certainly.

Qs Then that pert of the plen wes communicated to you by
his adjutant?

Ao I_don't know that that was any pert of it.
Qe It was part of the attack, was 1t not?
4« It was the opening of the fight,

< You refer to those Indians being sccustomed to timber and
woods. I would like you to state whether they are regarded
as what are called the Indiens of the plaine or as Indisns
of the forests?

A. That is a closer distinction of Indisns than I hsve been sble
to drew after twenty years' service. After you go a few miles
on the Little Big Horn, you find plenty of timber and it is & part
of their country.

Q. Do you consider the country as timbered, or is it only a plain
where there is no timber, except on the stream?

A, In the mountains there is timber. It is & very mountainous
country.

QG+ Do those Indians habitually reusin in the -nuntgingt
A. I have never lived among them.
Q+ I merely ask for inforuation.

A. Well, my opinion 1s that they do. I don't know anything about
1t. I never lived with them.

. You staete thet you had gone to the hill and found that Gen.
Y c:rtor'a trail psssed near there. Explain when you found thet

trail, ; . F
£, After coming up from the bottom my attention was celled to it,
'

Q. Who called your attention to 1t?

A, t say. It was sfter returning from Lieut,
gzazlgn?:n::ﬂ: tgnt it was reported, and I went to see it,

Q. Did you recognize it to be his trail?
A. Not et ally I recognized it to be the trail of shod horses.

Q. Capt. Benteen had arrived before thet time?

Ay Yes, sir.
YOI. 2 - p. 1”




Q. Then in all probability 1t eould
other c¢oluun but Ou.t.gtgy not have been that of any

L I think so.

R+ You read the order that Capt. Benteen r G
e P eceived from Gen.

A. Yes.

R+ You omitted two words in repesting it., I would like wyou
to state the exect words. iy o' 4

Ae I do not nmbor" the exact phreaseology. 4As neer as I can
remember 1t was, "Benteen: Come on; big village; dbig thing;
bring packs. P.S.--Bring pecks.”

3+ Do you remember the words "be quick?"

. Yes, I do, now that you call my attention to it.

Ye Would you, as an officer, regerd thet as 2 direction that he
would bring the packs on into the fight, or bring them within
easier reach to put them in a defensible position?

A. I think the latter supposition would be correct.

Qe Then how did that portion strike you if you reflected upon it?

A. It d1d not make any great lmpression on me st the time, beceuse
I was absorbed in getting those pscks together, and did not in-
tend to move until I had done so,

Q. Froa the number of Indians you saw sround you and your estimste
of the number thst were there, did it oceur to you at the time
that with only 225 men he might need some one to "be quick?"

A. 1t never occurred to me at sll, Two hundred and twenty-five
coild hold off quite & nusber of Indians if they sre properly

disposed. .
* Q. VWhet number of Indisns do you refer to?
A. The number thet I saw.
2. Did you exsuine the country on the right bunk of the river?
A. 1 did sfterward,

%es there eny timber on that side, down as far es Custer's
battle~field?

L. No, sir; there waes no timber where 1 was.

e

< tated thet Capt. Weir went down without any order--went
1 3:: ;u own hook," I believe was the expression?

Y... sir. '
How fer did he advance without orders?

. ‘Benteen told me he weni off on his own hook, I eannot
‘1’33:“ the distence. I suppose it was & mile end & half or

two miles.
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When was it that

you sent the orde
Gen. Custer? r to hia to cmxe-t.c\ with

Imuediately after I got hold of the ket th
wounded had been cared for. P .

¥here was the command then?
A1l there on the hill,

Who took that order to Weir to communicate with Custer?

Lieut, Hare. I held my command es s nucleus that these people
ecould get around to come to.

#here were the hg*;a;o Indians at the time?

dore or less in the bottom, but I did not see as meny as in
the forauer psrt of the dsy., I do not know where they had gone.

Please state in what way you expected him to communicate with
Gen., Custer? .

He would have his company to overcome any opposition that might
be between the two commands. I did not think that sny one man

could go through, but I thought he could eut through with his
command .

Did you receive--eigher through your adjutant or any other
proper channel--any word from Cept, veir st the time es to
this order?

Lieut. Hare, who was scting as my edjutant, came back to me
and ssid Weir had taken him out to show the imprectiecability .
of going any further, and that wes the time that he (Hare)
used my nase and tola them to come back. -

¥as eny support sent to Capt. Weir et the time this order was
sent?

At that time the whole column stsrted toward him. He was re-
garded as the advance guard,

your official report mede when everything was fresh and
::.ﬂn::lbh to be correct than statements made two years

af terwards?
The date shows when il was made.

t then to de-
Were not the detalls more liable to be correec _
pend on recollection for two years?

there was embodied in that report many things
2; zh::;b;‘i-d no personal knowledge. I think official re-
rts sre elways reliasble as fsr as reliable information will
2&. them 8o, but there must of necessity be meny things of
which the suthor has no perscnal inowledge.

more reesonable to expect e report made at
ﬁdti:cn::n?; be more correct than & report based upon recol-

lection two years after?
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Qe zg:’:tonty-rlvo Indisns nesrest your comsand « how far away were

y About five or six hundred yards.

Q. State how you deteruined the number to be twenty-five.

A I said sbout - 41t was from the muuber of shots they seemdd
to fire together,

4. The Indiens as fer as you observed were armed with Winchester
rifles?

be Y.'. sir.

we Do you know that they hsd had any other arms?

A. ‘O. sir. -

<+ Could you tell by an exewinstion of the animsls to see whet kind
of bullets they were killed with?

An ‘O. lll‘.

Qe  After the fight was over and knowing that Gen. Custer had been
killed snd thet the Indiens haed the guns of his command - was
any exeaxination made into that matter?

A. No, sir; we got out as scon ss we could - in fact we moved
sway from the desd horses.

Q. State what was the effective renge of & Winchester rifle et thet
time - I don't mean the improved Winchester arm made since that

time. L
A, Their renge was from 800 tc 1000 yards,.

Qe Did you ever experiment in regerd to that?

L. No, sirj but I have seen an antelope killed at a distance which
measured about 900 yards.

Q. Was 1t before or since thet fight you saw thet experiuent?
A. It was before = I think it was in 1873.
Did you ever notice any further experiuents?

I saw the Winchester rifle tested et the Springfield

A. Yes, sir; it was about the saue there. That is the extreme

Armory and
range.

t the Winchester riflé had a greater
Qs 1Is 1: your g:"’”b:: with which your commend wes arzed?

ji. 'o. .11'-

Vol, 2-p. 200



Qe

Ae

Ao

Q.

A.

Q.

~ Vel. 2 - p, 201 Ay

You stated thet &ll the Indiens engaged you on the hill -
do you mean they engaged you simaltaneously or whet wes the
greatest number that engaged you at any one time?

I don't think there was room eough for zll, they complete
surrounded us. There were anywhere from 1 tg 2238 I -

think engaging us et one time. I think they sll ceme there.

I have no means of judging. They fired from all around the
comuand .

Can you give about the length of the line or circle the
Indiens covered?

I don't know - I suppose you would have to take &« diameter
of 1000 to 1200 yards and multiply that by three to get the
circunference. .

About what was the circumference?
About 4000 yards - perhaps more.
The Indlens were along that circle?

Yes, sir; and were sll the way from ten yerds to 1200 yards
from my position.

Stete at the tise you received the order frou Gen, Custer
through Lieut. Cooke what your reply wes to that order, if you
made any? : .

I mede no reply whstever, I proceded to carry it out.

Did you ask any question of Lieut. Cook as to whether you
would be supported or not? .

Bo, sir; I had official information that I would be supported
by the whole outfit. ;

Hed any resson for believing General Custer would not
lnpp::: yug in eny other way then by following in your rear?

None, sir; in my opinion there was no other way to support me.
An attaek on the flank would not bDe & support?
So, sir; not under the eircuns tances.

Did you not state ia your report that he intended to support you
by en attack on the flank3 A

I mey have said that.

Did you not know &t the time you crossed the river that
Capt. Benteen was on your left?

know where he was. I never saw him efter he left
ihgigog:;n - he might have gone to the mouth of the Rosebud

for all I knew.

reason to believe thet Capt. Benteen might
:::',::n:n{o the mouth of the Rosebud?




No, sir; I knew nothing about it,.
You saw his column after it started to the left?
Yes, sirj 1t disappeared in a few minutes.

Hed you eny reasons for believing that Capt. Benteen had been
sent so far away that he would not be up and join in the fight?

I never gave the subject a thought - I knew whatever orders he
got he was capable of executing.

Did you go into that fight with feelings of confidence or
distrust in your commsnding officer, Gen, Custer?

o, sir; our relations were friendly ehough and if my own
brothers had been in that colusm I eould not have done any
more than I did. .

The @ estion 1s, whether you went into that fight with feele
ings of confidence or distrust.

My feelings towards Gen. Custer wers friendly.
I insist thet the aquestion shall be snswered.

¥ell, sir; I had known Cen, Custer a long time and I had no
confidence in his ability as » soldier. I had known him all
through the war,

In your official report, if I remember correctly--and if I
do not please correct me--I believe 1t is ststed that you
drove the Indians down the bottom. Describe what force you
drove down the bottom?

I suppose they were some forty or fifty--perhaps less. They
were decoys sent out there.

Did those forty or fifty fire upon you soon after crossing
the river?

4

P,

lﬂ. lll‘o

%as your commend firing et sll on the sdvance down t.horo‘to
where it was halted? :

Not by any order.

Were not Indiens driving ponies around at the time you got
in sight of the bottom?

No, sir, they were not; every pony I sew hed an Indisn on

some onme in your commend that the

:;;1:;'““9:::;:1:‘:“ t.h:, ponies in the bottom sbout the time

you crossed the river?

now meny Indians were to your left end
:::.g,- the timber on your retreat to the




Ao I suppose there were from six hundred to nine hundred,

Qe About whet masber were in front, betwee:n ou and the vil
&t that time--cen you give an u;tmte? 2 o

Ao No, I ecannot, There were plenty of them,

Qe '::ro?tbo:f in eny force on the other side of the river at thet
me

A. They were,
Q. In about whet numbers?

&. They had good shelter over thers, snd I could not tell how
meny there were. They were within close range of us--less
than one hundred yards.

Qs State what hed been the casualties in your command when you
decided to get out of that place?

A« I do not remeamber exactly.
<+ Do you remember that there were any at that time?

A« 1 know a scout wes killed. Sergt. Hynes, of A company, was
hit; and two or three men in company ¥ were hit, ,

Qe %as that before or after you had mounted?
Ae That was before I had mounted,
Q. ¥hat was the naue of the scout thet wes killed?

A. & negro, who had lived among the Sioux for a while. He
m- wife I think. | |

Qe Did make any obnrﬁuon of that place in the woods with a
vlﬂ": holding it or determining its defensibility?

Ao I m. f
Q. Pleage state what it was,

A ound in that clearing which was surrounded by &
fein o?’:::rbor, and to have held that position would have
Mtated six hundred or seven hundred men, because of its
You would heve hsd to nold the outer edge of the
tisber, otherwise they would heve crept up snd sheltered theu-

selves behind the timber and come right up to us.
!
Qe What &8s the least mumber of troops thet could have been put

round that position? .
A l{m the regiment could have done it.
Q.  You think one hundred and twenty men could not do 1t?

(
. hundred and twenty men; but I think one
: woznglmmm“tait. -

Q. fnmtmumhmld&mhnomwuﬂwmmu,
;
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surround that poeition with & view of bolding it? I do not mean

the entire streteh of timbor up to the bank of the river where
erossed, but that poeition there? i

he Tell, sir, I could not cover it at all without putting the men so
far apart from ome another thet their shooting would not be any
support. In faet, they could hardly be within speaking distance
and make & circle. I moan the timber it would be necessary to cover,

Qe State what became of the wounded men thet were lsft in the
timber,

Ae 1 suppose the Indians killed them.
Qe What steps were taken to bring them out of there?
Ae 1 could not make any efforts; none were made.

%+ What became of the wounded men who were left in the bottom on
crossing?

A« I do not know. The Indians would not permit me to take care of them.

Q¢ I have this understanding of your testimony--I may be wrong=-that when
Bloody inife was killed you halted ten minutés and formed the command”

A. I think I said I was in the edge of the timber about ten minutes.

% Did you remain in the timber tem minutes after B:.ooﬁ fnife was killed?

Ae ¥Yhen he was killed we rode out. I was opposite to Capt. Moylen when he
was killed. The orders had been given for the movement before Elocody
inife wam killed,

& Did not the moversnt begin just at that time?

A No, sir.

Qe How soon after did it begin?

A. When T got the report that the column was ready,.

Qe Who reported the column ready?

A. Capte Moylan., Fe came W from the rear whers he had been up to his
own eompany.

Qe TWere there not & number of recruits in the commend who were not good
horsemen?

A. Yes, sir.

: their
Q. Please state what precautions were taken to emable them to get on
horses in the woods and to keep up with the corsanie

A. A good many did not get on thelr horses.

State what precautions we'e takem %o enable them to do so.

&

A. I do mot know what precautions the company commander took. FHe was responsibl-
He was ordered to form his company in columns of fours and lead it out of *

tinber. :
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Did not Sergt. Davern report to .

you on the top of the nil
thaet he hed lost his cerbine and thet his horzo had r.?i.:
in trying to get out of the timber?

I do not remember,

Can you say that he did not report this?
I can say that he did not.

At no time on the hill that day?

Not that I remeaber. He wes holding my horse, end I did not
g0' to the horses asgein until I started to :wv: down,

Do you know that he did not meke any report to you about his
earbine?

Yes, sir. It was not a time I could be bothered with or
listen to such reports as thet,

The man might have s:1d something about 1&%

Well, do you think it is a thing that would remain in your. .mind?
With regard to firing your pistol on the hill, sre you positive
you did not fire onme about the time that Capt. Benteen's column
caue npt

I am, sir,

.‘!’hil guidon you speak of being plsnted &s & rallying point for

someone--where was it planted?
@n the top of the highest hill, It was thought 1ts fluttering

.might sttract attention sooner than & horse.

How long did it remsin there?

I d&n't know. 1 cannot be accurate as to time. I do not
think anyone can.

Uidn't your orderly, Davern have habitual cherge of your flask
or bottle? :

He Hed not on that daye.
Had he the previous day?

Yes, sir.
Did he not on the morning of the 25th give it to you?

No, sir.

Previous to that where had it been carried, say on the Z4th?

I think he carried 1it.

On the 25th you hed it yourself I undoﬂtul«_
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Yes, sir.

Didn't he have charge of thet bottle on the night of the 25th?
No, sir; I hed it in my own pocket.

Is 1t not customsry to refill a
expedition of that kind? flesk when 1t is empty, on an

It 1s, if you haeve anything to fill 1t with,

You sey you received no commnication from Girard down at the
crossing-that you would not persit him to commmnieate with you-
wes he not there in the capscity of interpreter?

From the msnner in which you ask the @ estion, it would seen to
indicate that he ceue to me in an officisl capacity which I would
not recognize. Of course if he had any informatiom to convey to
:;: I should have listened to him, but I would not have believed

How else could he communicete with you under such circumstances-
he could not commnicate with you soeially, '

Ve were not in the fight and I would not let Gen, Custer send
an order to me through such a channel,
iny information that Girard mey have had about the Indians or

what soume scout may have told him - would you have considered it
improper for him to report to you?

As I say, I should have listened to it, and as I say again, I
should not have believed it. ‘

Stete whether or not you named Girard s a witness in this case.

I don't remesber-l sent & list of the witnesses to you., I
understood that he was the basis of the inforastion agsinat
me and I waented him to be seen so thet people might know what
kind of a msan he was,

There was no communication sent out from your command to Gen.
Terry or anyone else, till the Indiens had left?

It was sent out on the morning of the 2'!'@., An atteupt was
unede :Il the night of the 25th and also on the 26th - I was quite
as anxious to get General Custer to aid we as I was to aid him,

Was there eny attespt mede under the cover of darkness on the
night of the 25th to get any communication out?

Y“' .11‘. !

Were any volunteers called for to go on an undertaking of that
kind?

I said in testimony I would not order anything of
:::t'g;d. I boun:zd thet sending & man out on & mission of
thet kind would be sending him to his death., I would have sent
an Indien out becsuse of his peculisr abilities in that directioc
you know, which ensble him to skulk slong end get through the
country without being seen, where a white man would Le seen.
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How msny days'
o m-fm" rations had the uen, carried on their persons

We started from the mouth of the Rosebud

with fifteen '
ntlm' and I understood thet there were four cmlod‘::.
the men's persons, and the remsining eleven on the pack-train,

How much rations had the men wh
the bottom under your comand? en they went into that fight in

They must have had two days' retions when we went into the fight

on the of the 25th, Thei
the morning of the .27th, eir rations were not used up until

You have stated that you would econsider that the results of that
battle have Jjustified your every act?

Yes, sir,

Is 1t justified to the extent that you have msde no mistake
there whatever?

Well, sir; I should do the same thing over in under the
seme circumstances, and with the sewe knowledge I had then.

State whether or not some part of that result may have been
brought about by your act intentional or otherwise?

No, sir; I am convinced now that there was no comsend down
there when I got out of the woods, that they were sll dead.

What command do you refer to?
The remeaining five companies of the regiuent.

When you left the woods, that command had been annihilsated at
thet time?

Yes, sir; that is my belief from after information; I did not
know at the time of course.

fficer reported to you on the hill, after
<oy :&:::;;h::u: up, that he had hesrd firing to his right.

1 don't remember such a report being unade to me.

port had been made to you at that time, would
um.m.h::o pelieved that Cen. Custer's command 5.4 been

annihilated, or thet it was engaged? |
If I had hesrd mm%omswt mn';:g.;
::.11:; &:iﬁiﬁ put I heard no such firing. |

Were you in & position, down et the rivdr' for helf an hour,
to huve heard that firing?

Possibly not, although I was nearer to what is termed the battle-
field than the commsnd.
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You received an order in your subordinate capacitye«in the

sense of there being a commending
§ officer of the regimente-
£:::y2‘“' Custer, te teke three companies and ehurg% the

Y." .1!‘.

Y44 you obey that order?

Yll; sir,

Describe just how,

Well, sir, ten men cen be ordered to charge a million.
There 1s some discretion left in the hands of the commending

officer. I can give you & very brilliesnt 1llustration of
that in the Battle of Balaklava,

liad there been any casualties in your coumend et the time you
halted and deployed it as skirmishers?

Just one men had been hit, That made no difference, however,
in regard to my metion. I should have done the same thing.

Then you consider that you charged the enemy there?

I don't consider that I charged the enemy, but I went near
enough to discover that it was impossible to do 1t, I knew
nothing about the topozrnphy of the country, It wes afterward
developed thet if I had gone two or three hundred yards further

I should have thrown my commend into a diteh ten yards wide

and three or four deep.
The Indians were in thet ravine?

Yes, sir; ' saw them coming out of it.

Did yeu iiii;lgj gxamination of that ravine afterward?

Yes, sir. I crossed it in two or three places afterwerd, I
think, -

Was it s possible thing for a dash made by cavalry to have
gone through thet?

I suppose you might get horses now and then that would Jump
that diteh.

. t was not
ndiens being in it and co out of i¢, 4
:::aiblc for troops te have gone in there? =T

t have got that far, By the time they
32:13'323: ;g:lﬁiggln & few yerds of it most of the men would
have been dismounted, most of the saddles would have been

emptied, and most of the horses killed.

timber and going on the hill, you did expect

After leaving the scattered portions of the regiment?

to reunite with the

Y..' lll'o ) |
Did you think at that time you were in any sense responsible
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'

for the secattering of the command?

I was responsible for the union of my own battalion with

the rest of the regiment, and I could not think they would
comue to me, because I was not in command.

Then you had no expectation of finding the commend on that
side of the river?

I put my commend on & higher plain where they could be more

easily seen, and before going there I convinced myself fhat
they were not on ny side of the river.,

Then you thought you might find some portion of the commend
there? '

I didn't know where else they could be than on that side of
the river, beceuse I couldn't see them on my side of the river.

K. A and G companies were the only compenies that got on that
side of the river. '

Yere you in a position te have seen troops on your side of the
river while you were in the bottom? '

Yes, & r; to the rear or on the left.

Could you have seen down in front along about the centre of the
village? :

I ecould not; it would have been impossible.
QUESTIONS BY MAJOR RENO'S COUNSEL.

How many men did you have under your commsnd when you erossed
the river on your advance to attaeck at the timber? '

I hed one hundred snd twelve soldiers and officers. I spesk
of it positively because I sent Lo the company commanders to
send me e report of the number of men they had in the saddle,
I think some little distance before we got te the ford where
we crossed. Then as soon as we could get any report from the
scouta--I thought there were sbout twenty-four or twenty-seven
of them, but they didn't remein with me any length of time.

As soon as the Indians commenced firing they cleared out, and
I éidn't see them any more except when we went to the mouth of
the Powder river, about ninety miles away.

You said you entered that fight with friendly relations to
Gen. Custer? ! :
I certainly did.

did everything to assist and co-opers'e with 9.::.
gﬁ‘:;:;i:-’ﬁny ©8 1lf.yymr brother had been in his place?
Exactly.

Didn't you cross to make your eharge with as much esrnestness
as you were capable of?

Never in my life did I feel move interest in the success of a-
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Qe

A
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Qe

A.

Qe
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4

e

Qe
A,

engagenent thas I 4

id in .
own regiment, that because it was essentially my

Were not your prospects of
promotion bound up in the success
of the fight by your regiment? g

I don't know that I could say that. It might have given me some
reputation, of course, as being a member of & regiment that had
been successful in & contest with a large body of Indians.

Didn't every motive that was of value to a soldier make you
desire success instead of defeat?

Certainly, boyond‘s question,

Do you not feel now that you did everything to support Gen.,
Custer short of sserificing your command?

Yes, sir,

When you returned te the hill was it not with a view of reuniting
with Gen., Custer instead of leaving him unsupported?

That was the action--thet was the prineiple that actuated me
entirely, 1 went out of there as much to aid him as to secure
aid myself.

In your report, to which reference has been made, you said
words to the cfreat that you were convinced that Gen., Custer
intended to support you by an attack in flank?

Yes, sir,
Wasn't that a conviction after the fight was over?

Yes, sir,

Thet was not your belief at the time that you crossed to attack?

No, sir.

You say thet you were without support on the left bank of the
rivor.’ You say you eould see there was no support, because you
could look to your rear and to your left? _

To my left and to my rear,

You expected the support to come from the direction that you hed
erossed? '

Yes, sirj I did not see at the time how eny other support
could have been rendered me.

Did you observe.the: charscter of the high land on the opposite
side of the river?

I did.
And how far down that extended?

i.# - Yes, sir; I did, A rapid glence, of course.
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G« 4And you falt

that » t
direction? Wwpart, to be effective, could not come from that

ie 1 @14 not think they could get down the %
practicable to get down below me. e SRS Yoo 4

Qe And, tburoro.-h.mmthatmm-thtmﬂ,mmrml
you needed support, you had not only your rear and your left in view, but
munhtmmmoruonmwnmmm side of the river?

Qe mnu-mnmuntuorumnbmsmmmmu
thmhrorcudormodminﬁ.m

A. Thet had no influence om my actions at all, 1 should huve done the same
think 17 a man had not Leen hit.

G« Then it was due to other things than the motual loss the comsand had then
sustained”

A Yes, sir.

Q. TWas there any communication on the part of anyone to you that Gem, Custer's
column had been seen while you were in the timber?

Le No, sir; never,

Qe In approaching that river, how wae it you took that
route you aid?

A. Because ! followed the main trailto the village.
G Did you see any practicatle route tc your right?

‘.c ”. “r.

e At the time you commenced your retrest from the bottom did you
have sny idea as to where Gen. Custer's command probably was?

A. I had not. 1 knew he was not on the bank of the river where the village
was, and if there was any chance for him % see me it was on this M1l

where he could see m2 .

Qe Did you have any doubts of your ability to explain to jour comranding
officer your rotreat from your position afterward?

A. I ¥new I ecould explain it.

Qs You thought you would have to? ' |
i

ynow 1 would heve to. I can't say, I thought I tmew I eould |
:}::;t“- bu{x mml:mummlit.ulthtlmnnih =

time, but I mever gave it a thought. Imwiitmldhm-;

Ao

The witness then retireds

Major Heno then offeved and read in mm.uat part of the report of y
General Sherman, which reads as mm. _ _
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"In this engagement the five com
nies of the 7th
};? bydL%t?t. Col, Custer in perfzn. viz: 'CY, 'E'O.Y;%Ty
and 'L' were literally obliterated, and the ressining
seven companies were saved by the brave and prudent conduct
of Major Reno, eand the timely arrival of Genersl Terry."

. Major Reno then offered and read in evidence certain papers, copies

of whigh are hereto appended
No. "9", No, "10" undpgo. "11:?d marked respectively. Exhibits

Major Reno then announced that he had no further testimony to of;
fer before the Court snd asked.until Monday morning next at

11 o'clock, in which to prepere hi
requeat prny grented., prep 8 written statement, which

And thereupon the Court adjourned to meet at 11 o'elock A.M.
¥onday, Februery 10, 1879,

25th day
Chicego, Illinois
Monday February 10, 1879 - 11 A.M.

The Court met pursuant to adjournsent,

Present.
Col, John H. King 9th Infantry.
Col., Wesley Merritt 5th Cavealry.
Lt. Col, W. B. Royall - 3 Cavalry.
Recorder
lst Lieut, Jesse M. Lee Adjt, 9th Infantry.

Major Reno and his counsel were also present.
The proceedings of the least session were read and approved.

¥ajor Reno then pronontod, through his counsel, his written
address which was read to the Court and is as follows:

to witi-

MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT:

}

Almost my first utterance in your presence was one of
distrust of l;lilf, and of request for your indulgence, and in
this my last utterence, I acknowledge with gratitude the patient
courtesy and delicate consideration you have shown me during this

tedious trial.

. During its proceedings, I have geveral times spoken with
Pleasure 2% the gohornblo m;nnar in which the Hecorder has dis-

feial duties., Like myself, he has, I know, felt
:ﬁ:ﬁszg ?:;ugsi where the conduct of an officer was in question
1 contest for victory, but that our mutual

cou be a persona
‘ trrggt:o:honld Pe to have it end in the establishment of truth.

t col-luiyﬁ as
has been wider than I anticipated. I monced as
tn-ongzn::::n of the eourage shown by Major Reno, during a %ﬂng,f
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;heg General Custer and hin column could be affected by his cone
Uce.

It extended itself until it ineluded his behavior long after
Genersl Custer and those under him hed ended with honor their
lives as soldiers, and it ended with a question inte the sobriety
of lajor Reno, at a time when the Indians were with savage joy hold-
ing their sealp dance over their defeat of Custer and his command .

These charges so varied and unlike, so distant and remote from
the real charge which prevoked this Court of Inquiry, have been the
subject of testimony from many witnesses. These represent different
degrees of cheracter and will I am sure be properly discriminated

between by the Court. It is not so mmuch of them ag of the principle

which underlies testimony applicable to all cases of a military
charecter thet I wish to speak. A military Court is always, so

far as 1 am informed, composed of officers higher, or at least
equal, in grade to the one who is interesved in its proceedings.
The reason for the rule is I think plain -« It is found not merely
on the greater impartiality which higher rank confers, not merely
in ‘the greater knowledge aund ampler experience which attends it,
but also in the fact that the indenendence of every officer requires
that those who live in the suburns . = of the Army to whom he mast

" glve pereuptory orders to which the canly answer 1s unquestioning
obedience shall not be his judge in matters which concern his 1life,
or his honor, :

Apply the resson which governs the selection of military
Courts to the kind of testimony by whieh you, as members of this
Court, would be governed, end you will see that some of the testi-
" mony requires e rule of rigid construction -

Let it once be understood that an orderly - a private soldier
of limited intelligence, who follows at the heels of his commanding
officer is evidence to establish an important order, as much as the
officer who rides by his sidej that an Indien Interpreter on his
f1 st expedition cen give reliable testimony upon military matters,
or sfter being dismissed for stealing cen sit in judgment on the
courage of his superior; or thet a mle-packer struck in the face
by an officer for being where it was thought he had no duty to be,
can originate a chsrge of drunkenness ageinst thet officer, and
ungsupported by any other witness, save that of another mule-packer,
can insist on this story in a Court of Inguiry - let it once be
understood thet neme and cheracter and fame lie in the keeping of

these followers of an army, and the sense of subordination 1s gone -

re to conciliste becomes stronger than the desire to
;:ﬂn:23.°'§§. eharacter of en officer will then depend on the
faevor of the camp followers and they will profit by that knowledge.

: harges against HMa jor Heno rest largely on the testimony
; lﬁdtwgh:ugo paekzgs, e doctor, an Indian Secut, & sergeant, and an
Indian-* Jnterpreter. When we resember that sbout three hundrodg:gn
$aw hig ‘venavior At tne’ times when' ghede:" ~*,~n> witnesnes have objec
to it, we are appalled by this number. Lot

dlen Interpreter, like the mule-pscker, ex e |
forgis?;glziigocltion nndor’injuriot beneath which most u.:lavulg
rankle, which is mere in more civilized surroundings thsn his own.
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He represents & class familier to the Armyi-but a.word about
u

the figure he presents in this case may 1llustrate the wvalue
of his testimony.

fle inforams General Custer that the Indians are running
like devils, end then counsels Major Reno that they are not
running awey but advancing upon him. MHe is surprised at Major
Reno stopping in his advanece at the timber, and yet censures
&8 an excess of bravery the atlesnpt to leave it - He observes,
this seareher of Indisn trails - nobody but ¥ajor Heno, and is
unable to remember who rode by his side. He - who has told this
story so often - mekes a mistake of an hour, not only in one
but in a number of places, and corrects them when the cross
éxanination is about %o begin., He does not see the column
leave the woods, and fails to find or to join the soldiers who
left the timber with Horendeen, He fixes no time for
things connected with the firing, its beginning end end, not-
withstanding his accurate wateh, which he told Sergt., Culbertson
he lost in the water on the afternoon of the first day, His
place he said at the beginning of the testimony was with the
Indien Scouts, but when left in the timber he bewails to Lieut,
Defludio thet he 1s & non-gombatant, end that he regretted he
was not with the pack-train wihere o belonged, This character
he susteins with fidelity when he leawes De fudio in the plain,
when Burrounded by Indians, and lslls Culbertson thet he had
thrown away his rifle on the afternocon of 25th June, He was a
non-combateant, as he shows when on the 27th day of June he scalps
the dead Indians he did not shoot, and his place was reall
with the Scouts, those at least who flad to Powder River, t
his testimony is veluable in some points when it corresponds
with his fears.

Herendeen - a Scout, who wes "as one", as John Kendolph
would say - "as the center seed of & cucumber" tries to draw
sn opinion unfavorable to Reno's ¢ without seeing his
countenance, after having him in view for but & moment « It
was & noble ambition to try to draw charsecter froa that fleet-
ing glimpse, LEven the photographer at Central Park, who tried
to photograeph an elephant complained &hat the Wes exe
pressionless when he turned his back to the instrument. He
states that Reno derted from the glsde, when Bloody Knife _
wes killed at his side, and without hesitating at the timber's
edge, galloped at once to the river, In this he is flstly
contradicted by Capt. Yoylen, who testifiles to "eno stopping
at the edge and aseisting in getting the colusn in order,

is an old saying "vhet will extinguish the fire,
thonngz.lmzinguiahcr {isell tekes fire"? Possibly Herendeen
might have been excited, and unable to Judge Reno with coolness.

. Porter, within the limits of his duty I grestly
roapE:t. ogut ir he has the gift of courage, he did not
have it with him at all times on the 25th d.,cursJ“:;. e
lingers by the side of the wounded men, ;2;2 ap o2 ylan y
says he was in his company, and sees no “ :;:: o or:nn ze o
the column, when lMoylan distinetly remember _ .31123., me
The men whom Falstoff -l-h:n E::::;higf::: 2;:U§n::::1 i

rapidly to his

::.?h:lg::t;:'a r:'u,m-n he saw 1000 lIodges from the timber,
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His judgment of the military movement differs from that of
wmany of the officers and perhaps its value would have been
understood by John Randolph who when Chairmsn of the Military
Committee in Congress sald in answer to a member, formerly a
watch-maker, who criticised the bill, that the gentleman

might understand tick-tacs, but certeinly did not understand
tactics.

0f the two mmle-packers who try to establish the drunkene
ness of Reno on the night of the 25th of June, 1876, but little
shall be said - The one who confirms the story hed nesd on
cross-examination to alter the time he fixes for the arrivel
on the hill, the time when the firing begun and ended, He
whose duty it was to be with the packs says the smmunition
boxes were not opened when other witnesses testify to the
opposite being the fact, and Lt, #allace gives the circumstences
of their being opened with an axe, on account of the haste
needed at that time,

The other one, the ane struck by Reno, has never heard of
any ltonlins from the packs, and yet has iust his own things
by theft. Having lost his blenket he goes, es he testifies,

without any orders from eny officer, to get one belonging to

someone, whether(?) to eny one elss, . ' .

Mark their story < HReno is drunk, is staggering, is stammer-
ing; end yet beside Girard - the non-combatant- no one of all
thet commend on the hilltop even imegines him to be in that
econdition until they reasch Chicago more than two yeers and a
helf after the time they fix. They mede a mistake in making
him too drunk, Drunkenness has a beginning, an existence, and
en end, and with the frequent contact Reno had with officers
and men he must, if in any of the steges of 1it, have been de-
tected and exposed., He staggers, snd yet hit the men without
being distrubed in his position. He has to brace himself
ageinst the packs, and yet without difficulty stoops and picks
up the carbine. And with a whisky-bottle in one hand, and a
carbine in the other one he stands an object of dread to Frett,
who so safely affects courage in the court-room.

t was hardly necessary to summon Edgerly, and Benteen,
and %alluao, and’iathoy and McDougell to contradict them and
to propese to heve Hare and Varnum and Moylan tologrnga their
knowledge upon this subject., It was only dignifying false-
hood and putting honesty to unnecessary labor.

The queation of time and distence about which such
differing evidence has been given is not to my mind of grest.
importance except as it determines the relation of one command
to another, And this relation and position can, as the court
has no doubt already observed, be  fixed independently of
watches - Where Cudter's column was with reference to that of
Reno can be definitely placed without re to the time of
day - There will be I think but little difficulty upon that

point,
. t
will slso, I am sure, remember that Heno's duty
was Egznczgggicult by tﬁo fact thn% gsurrender was impossible,
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and therefore the whole course »f his conduct was different from
what 1t would have been against a civilized foe.

The history of this case presents soue diffieulty with :
regard to distance snd to time, but none so serious but that
a very little consideration will remove them all., As far as
the testimony exhibits the Seventh regiment of Cavalry was
on the 25th day of June 1876 moved from the divide between
the Rosetud and the Little Big Horn rivers in the direction
of the latter stream. With several halts it reached & point
~at about 12 o'clock upon that day where a division of the come
mand was made into battalions, One battalion, consisting of
three companies wes placed under the command of Col, Benteen,
A segond battalion of the same nuuber of compenies was pluced
under the order of Hajor Reno, and five companies remained
under the commsnd of Gen. Custer, If we rely, as I think we
can, with the greatest safety, upon the testimony of Lisut.
wallace who kept the itinerary, this point of division wes
about fifteen miles distant from the Little Big Horn river, and
the point where “aj, Heno afterwsrd crossed it., Immediately
after the division wes made, Col. Bentssn diverged to the
left, and after going a distance which no one states to be
graaeer than two miles, was lost to the view of the rest of
the column, The command thus diminished in number by the
separation of Col, Eenteen continued irn the direction in
which 1¢ had been marching until it reached a point about Hen
or twelve miles lower down, where there was a burning tepee
containing the body of & dead Indian, At this point Heno
received an order from Gen., Custer as commanding officer which
goverred nis future action, It has been stated in several
ways, but all of them unite in declaring that he was to charge
.the Indiens, who had already been discovered in the bottom on
the left side of the Little Big Horn, under a promise of
support from Gen, Custer's command. At the time that Reno
received this order, he was accompanied by Lisut. ¥allace,
whose testimony the court has heard, and by Lieut, Hodgsen
who so bravely died in the charge. An orderly by the name
of Davern, at that time & privete soldier who was in the reer
of Major.ﬁcno, has testified to e recollection that is
different from that of either Maj. Reno or of -deut. tallace,
end which 18 elso different from the reccllection of c:pt,
Benteen; he has sought to convey the impression that at the
time this order was commmuniceted & statement was meads, thag.
Col, Benteen would be on Maj. Reno's left and would have t
sare instructions thet he hed. It 1s hardly necessary for
us to linger to see how impossible this statement sust De,
for when he was ssked where Benteen was at that time in
order to receive instructions, Davern could not plaog.¥iﬂn
and the whole testimony shows that Benteen had long ore
this been sent to the left and was already far out of sight,
Besides Capt. Benteen himself says that no such worahwan
given him after he left the main column and none such ever

reached at any later time.

rooses of this csse I think we can assume
that’:;o::;dfglg either misunderstood what th;.t&gggzgiig:
Gen, Custer had stated to Majer Reno or else ‘ _

stated what is not the fact.
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After the commend was received Heno gave the order to
trot end his battalion moved down to the crossing of the
river, The Indians had already been seen on the river bottom.,
Lieut. Vernum had had a glimpse of tiem from the top of the
knoll near the tepee; &nd Girsrd, the Indian interpreter, had
also seen them and had told Gen, Custer in a loud volce that
there were the Indians and they were running like devils., The
trail that Reno followed led straight to a crossing whieh
from the nature of the country and from the charaeter of the
troops, who were mounted, the Indians would expect the come
mand to use. When the erossing was reached without any
delay whatever the battelion went to the other side of the
river, and passing through e fringe of timber such as follows
the water courses on the Western prairies, halted to reform.
Before them lay an open siretch of presirie covered slightly
with sage bush, with grass eaten by Indian poniss and the
ground cut up sy their hoofs. Before sdvancing from this
point Maj, Heno saw enough of the Indians who were approsch-
ing him, to Jjudge of their nmumbers and their disposition.
He knew as Benteen lnew, as Girard says he knew, that Gen.
Custer believed that the Indlasn were retresting, and he
could fairly presume that the order he had received from Gen.
Custer had predicated on wrong information. He sent back
word by & private soldier who served him in the capacity of
8 bodye-servant, whom Sergt. Culbertson saw on his way back
over the river, that the Indians were all before him and. that
they yere very strongy Not receiving an snswer as he had ex-
pected hg sgain sent bmek word by & man na-ed ¥itchell, and as
neither of them ever returned or were ever again seen alive it
is feir to infer that they succeeded in reaching the main
coluzn, Girerd himself testified that he saw Indians advaneing
up the wvalley in such large numbers that he called ¥aj. Heno's
attention to the fact; and not satisfied with that, that he
turned back frou the river's edge and met Adjt, Cook and told
him of that fact, and that the Adjutant promised to inform
Gen. Custer of it, Adjt., Cook died on the lower hills with
Gen. Custer and 1t is saefe to say that he performed his
promise,

Ma Jor Renof was justified in sending back this word to his
¢ beceuse he believed that he wes being followed by
himj and Ltcut. ¥allece testified thet Gen., Custer's Adjutant
and Capt. Keogh, who also fell with Custer, sccompanied Reno's
command until w{thin a very short distance of the river,
Without sny further delsy, Maj. Reno formed two companies into
line and throwing the third company in thelr rear in line,
moved down the valley. On his right was the river with its
growth of trees, on his left was & line of foot-hills that
stretched and lost itself far to the southwest. There was
s large column of dust before him and there were Indlans coming
out of the dust to meet him. He skirted the timber and went a
distance that, sccording to the statewents of witnesses,
varies from a mile and 8 qu rter to about two miles, He was
then setisfied that the Indians were not only not fleeing but
that they were preparing an ambush to receive him, and therefore
he ceased his charge, and ordered the men to dismount and de-

ploy as skiraishers.

' ustified in doing so? He waes already at a con-
nide:::lg.distancc from the point from which he expected to
receive his support. fhe Icndiene instead of continuing nq.
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his front had commenced to separate and were already cireling
along the hills on his left in order to cut him off.from the
¢rossing, This circumstance in itself, I submit to the eourt,
Justified an officer who was responsible for the lives of his
command in believing that the enemy, so far from fleeing from
him, were in such forece that they invited an attack, for Reno
was then between the village and the river, and the love of
‘the hearthstone, though different in degree, is the same in
prineiple in civilized and uncivilized men; end the Indians

if they had felt distrustful of their atrength would undoubted-
ly have presented a united resistance to any approach toward

the village, but when they gave way and invited an attack,

that 1f successful would have destroyed thedir homes, they
declare to the commanding officer that they were not only

able to protect themselves but were able to destroy his
command. In this act of judgment Mej, Reno is confirmed b

the opinione of the officers who sccompsnied him, Lieut, Hare
says, "I knew that before we got to the village there were

lots of Indiens there, If Maj. Reno had contimued to mareh

in the direction of the village I do not think he would have
got & man out of there end I not think the column would

have lasted five minutes." Lieut DeRudio said: "When he halted
I said 'Good for you' beceuse I was sure we would be butechered
if we had gone five hundred yards further." @apt. Moylen
stated "I think there was & sufficient number of Indlans at

the time-~they were within five hundred yards of hime--to warrant
him in halting and dismounting."”

The wisdom of iHeno's action is still further seen in
the fact that as soon as he did dismount, Indians to the
number of four or five hundred, as testified to by several
officers, appeared in his front frowm out a ravine inteo which
nis command must certainly have plunged if he had continued
charging. Mot only does the result which we now see would have
followed prove that he scted rightly in dismounting where he did,
but it was his duty as an officer who expectad not merely to
be supported by anothaer portion of the command, but to support
1t by making a diversion, not to throw away the lives of his
battalion until the supporting column was near enought to him
to receive the benefit of the atteack thet he would make,
If he hed continued on &t this point his entire command would have
been destroyed without any benefit being received by any
supporting command, He deployed the men on sikirzish line, and
if we can believe the officers whose duty celled them to that
part of the field, the command continued to advance on foot

and fired as they esdvanced,.

W now was heno's position? The Indians were close to
him ngzting:ocnins i{n number. They were on his front and
were circling to his rear between him and that point rinn
which the expected support must come. The river was close
to the edge of the timber., On its other side rose¢ high
bluffs which stretched a number of miles to such a helight
that from them no assitance could come., Belween the hills
on the opposite side and the river, there wes some low land
covered with timver and brush into which the Indians had al-
ready commenced to come, and from which they were sending a
fire into the timber, He had one hundred and twol::dfng '
under his controll not counting the Indian scouts

noncompetents., The force was too smell to occupy the timber
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with any hope of resisting the number of Indians that he saw
attacking and preparing to attack him, At this point his
attention was called to & fire that was being received on
the side of the timber next to the river, and with part of
his force he enters the ti-ber with a view to dislodging the
Indians. While there word is brought to him that the Indiens
have furned his flenk, and he goes out with Capt. Moylan to
see the situation for himself., /¢ becomes convinced that
it is his duty to retire the men from the skirmish line and
bring them into the timber, and in that act he is abundently
confirmed by the judgment of those who were with him, All
testify that the number of Indians wes constently increasing
and Sergt. Culbertson has glven 1%, es his opinion that if
the skiruish line hed not been rotirod, within three minutes
of the time it was, he did not think sny men would heve gotten
off the line., Reno, unsupported as he wes, wes then forced
to decide what duty he owed his command anﬁ his commending
officer, and he decided to loavehtho timber,

ieunt,

Was he justified in this sct? /Wallace says: "¥e were
surrounded and in e bad position to defend curselves”, and he
approved the going to nigher ground, He sald that 1t was
about the oniy thing thal gould have been done under the
circumstences. Lieut, Varnum cestifies thet "at the tiue of
the retreat, & good meny bullets had begun teo drop from the
woods from our rear. Whether the bLullets ceme from the
bluffs above or from the bottom I do not know, but I know
that quite a lively shower camne in from our rear toward the
river.” He further says: "The position we held in the timbere-
I do not know exacily its size, but 1t was large enough so that
with the nmaamber of men we actually had in the timber those
three companies that were under Col, Reno - it does not seem
to me they could cover the entire position which they must
necessarily hold in order to keep the Indians out of the
timber., We could sot let thex come in thsre with us, We
had to occupy the position as the ground lays in order to
wold 1t at ells It does not seem Lo we that we had men enough
to hold the entire circle of the tlwber”, :

@8 sgain in enother part of the proceeding to the
m.a:f::::triczp:? Koylan, in answer to whether a formetion
could not have been made in the timber to have held 1t, says -
"with a formation of that kind with the mamber o{ men at
Maj. Heno's disposal the line would be necessarily so short
thet it would not extend tLo the bank st the outer edge of the
timber, In my cpinion hed such a formstion ess that been
made tﬁo Indians could hsve pessessed thamselves of this bank

t the e of the timber and been on =mueh higher ground than
X n.::*- men could have been on the Lottom. Therefore %t
'.Jid have made the position there perfectly indefénsible.
;:ulu {n snother place "I think the most judicious course

gz'1..v. the timber if possible. Had the command staid
Shere nirty mimites longen, geubtaf 1t mowld hgre gotten
' men &8 1t .
s :i::u:;l;':;ivun but not exactly driven, It would
Bave ven drives fion the Simher B IRy O
that Maj. Reno's comms
B::;.:.;::{i.:ll hope of support from Gen. Guator;::: Q;ntgzgg,
:.un he says - "The impression produced upon my by

movement from the timber nuw l_lj. HReno thought ‘ihnt_\n
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would be shut up in there and ﬁho best way out would

t
gharge, The whole business impressed me that if ne -:: g:gns
to get out of there, that was the best way to do 1t,"

A nuaber of questions were ssked the witnesses
to Maj. Heno's ability to continue in the timber 1r';:hh::a‘rd
been joined by «Col, Benteen, A sufficient to this is thet
Mejs Reno knew that Benteen had been ordered aray from the
colu:n before he (Reno) had been Jirected to muke his charge =
that he was in entire ignorance of ths orders given to Benteen
and therefore had no resson to expect him to support him; and
Benteen further says, tust feno was not justified at all in
expecting that he (Benteen) under orders given him by Gen.,
Custer, could render him any support whatever,

- In addition to the increasing number of Indians gnd the
threatening positions thut they oceupied on his rear and
flenk, Maj. Reno found enother difficulty. And thet was the
vant of ammmnition, It is in eviderce thet Lieut, DeRudio
heard nim tell the men while on skirmish-line $o use their
cnmunition with care, tut it 1s also true as Capt, Moylsn
states, thet some of the men led already expended half the
muuber of cartridges that they had brought across the river,
and therefore that if there wes Lo bea & prolonged resistance,
that long before it could be successful the troops would be
left with empty carbines.

Up to this point let us inguire whet Lad been Maj., Heno's
conduct, He had certasinly led the cherge up to the point
where the wen were discounted., Capt. Hoylan testifies that he
heard Henco ceution Lhe men abocut overriding, for he would soon
glve them work enoughe It is in evidence thst 1t was by his
order thet the skirmish line was thrown out, and Lieut, DeRudio
states thet not only was Reno on the line, but that he admired
his conduct eg 8 breve and sikxillful officer. ILieut, Wallace
gives as his opinion thet Reno's conduet ss an officer in the
timber with respect to judgment and courage was all that could
be expected of any one. Capt, Hoylan testifies that the
gkiraish line was deployed b{ Maj. Reno's order, He was there
on the line and he occasionally heard his velces Lieut, Dekudio
testifies thet he saw lis]. Heno encouraging his men and stand-
in_ in 2 pesition where ns ought to be as commending of'ficer,

In the fece of this testlumony the opiniona of George
Herendeen, #he Indisn scout who sav feno's back but for a
moment and from thet fact endesvors to drew an oplnion une
favorable to his courage, snd Dr, Porter, who afterward
confessed to being so scared in the timber, &nd who
point of fact, forgot that he hed halted st the edge §
the timber with Capt. ¥oylen before he went back to
rivéer with the column, are hsrdly entitled te a pa
respect., The mere sct of leaving the timber was in

/ self en evidence of oour:go. A timid man would ha
’ there. Even OGirard testified that wiih the number
¢/ Indiens in the bottom he thought it was an excess
" %o leave the timber, snd he staid behind becsuse

the command would return.

there was nothing more in this case L
ioulzézliil that Maj. leno was certainly open in

| ogmsuge amap ofricer and o spiffers Buc i le ol
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he showed cowardice in the way in which his comus

from the tiaber %o go to the hilltop. It is naidngh::a;:.d
bugle calls vere given and thst wes an evidence of fear.

It will be observed thet no officer was left unless, like
Deiudio, he "ad retiéred from the skirmish-line without orders,
or unless like several others, he was unattached, end they
were using their discretion in seeking different places and
discharging different duties in the timber, Unless Capt.
Eoylan is virtuelly incorrect iaj., Reno came to the edge of
the timber and there consulted with him before any movement
of the toops was made, and that it wes their joint judguent
that a higher point should be sought on the other side of the ;
river at which the force under Maj. Heno eould contend on |
more nolrlytgquul terms with the force thet was brought sgel nst
him. It is’evidence through a number of witnesses that the |
command was passed down along the line for the men to mount |
and to meke a cherge. It is in evidence by Capt. Moylsn that

the coluzn was undoubtedly formed bafore the men left the |
timber, and that if they all had been in their places, &s it |
was the expectution of the commander that they should be, ’
they all would have returned in as good order as his company
did.

Maj. Reno led the charge to the river. He was justified
in thinking that after the compsny officers hed received the
word to mount and charge the men in their companies would be
properly informed and fully obey him., e was seeking to cross
an unknown river, and over country to which he was & stranger,
to find & pluce where he might ascend the high land on the
other side of the river. It is & mattar of dispute where his
place should be; but Cept, Moylan says, it was as proper for
him to be at the front es at the rear, eand in this opinion
he is confirmed by that of other officers. To me it seeums
plain that where a ford is to be selected and a crossing is
unknown, it is the duty of the commender to be there to use
his diseretion and his Judgment with regard to the manner
in whieh the troops shall pess from one side of the river to
the other, and rise to the new place that they shall oceupy
for defense. It is e strange thing in this case that those
oyes which saw the most desoralizstion in the column as it
moved to the river, were not those of ullitary men, end it 1s
undoubtedly true that the column may not have been in perfect
order, but the circumstiances forbade 1t being so. It was not
a triumphent mareh. It was the departure of a command from 8
place in which detruction was believed to be sure to a spot
in which it was hoped the danger would be less great, If
Reno was doing nis duty at the 'esd of the coluun, I submit
that he should not be cherged with want: of duty &t its rear,

e his point it may perhsps be well Lo pause and to
meet atzngo: cg:rga that lienc in some way failed of his duty
because of the untimely fate wiich befell Gen. Custer and ais
command, and whieh it is claimed would heve been averted if Reno
hed continued in the timber, I think thers is no truth in
this belief. The Indians ere certainly there in nusber that
in the minds of military men justifies the belief that they
vere able Lo ovsrcome at one end the saue tiue ‘9’“ JurEion

of the commend that then emgeged them. Lieut, _ m Y
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"I do not think that the entire force of the vil
attacking us while we were in the woods, - nai ::zg:Q::.on
the hill the entire force of the Indlans was never onﬁugcd
aga inst m“bulun I could see crowds a long way off", He
again says "I would not like to take half the warriors they
had and teke the command we had with us and fight them." Col.
Benteen said, in answer to a question whether Heno's with-
drawal did not leave meny Indians st liberty to go down and
attack Custer, "Doubtless it di.dz but I do not think that they
had any use for them down there", In answer to a question
whether if he had succeeded in joining Haj. Keno in the timber
and held a force of Indians there it would have contributed to
the safety of Gen., Custer, Benteen replied "It would not have
mede & particle of difference. Those seven companies would
have been completely hived there, snd Gen. Custer would have
had to look out for himself just the semwe." The fact that
Reno's withdrawal from the timber had no influence whatever
upon the fate of Gen. Custer is seen by two considerstions.
It 1s plain from the testimony that Reno was at least forty
five minutes in the timber, During that time Gen. Custer
with his command was thrice seen, Lieut, Vernuu saw the Gray
Horse Company on the bluffs above the right bank of the river
about thirty minutes before lieno left the timber, He believed
that Custer had certainly time to reach the point on the map
known as ford B before leno reached the top of the hill, DeRudio,
who saw with streining eyes Custer with Cook stending on the
high land overlooking Heno in the timber, states thut the
firing he hesrd down the river was almost simultaneous with
Reno's reaching the top of the ni'l, If that proves anything
it proves that the divérgion that Heno made lasted until Custer
had reached within striking distance., Martin, the trumpeter,
testified thet he left Custer at a considerable distance lower
down the river than the point where Keno made his stend - that
he had time to go a number of miles to Benteen, to return with
the column, and on his return to see Heno and his command reach
the top of the bluff. Custer hgaving promised to sipport Remo
and having had e view of him attacking the Indians under his
order would undoubtedly in turn have charged the Indians at
the first point where he could have reached them., Thet point

was the ford B.

not be doubted by this court thet the testlmsony that
thoynh::o gurd, not mro{y from officers of leno's command,

but also from the evidence given by lLieut. Col, Sheridan, who
made 8 careful expminetion of that point and found a gravel
bottom at the river there over whi€h he several times sent a
wagon, that there was & proper point for Gen. Custer to give
his p;'om:lnd support to Reno, if it was in the power of his
conmand to support him at ali. If the mind can bLelleve ]t;nu-
mony and draw any {inferences from 1it, 1t 1is overwheluingly clear
that Custer had reached the ford B where he could have eli'uud
to the Indisn villsge before the Indians whom Heno was diverting
by his attack in the timber gould have reached thst point; and
r;m the known character of Custer for valor and for bruvery,

such overwheluing number as to meke 1t
g ypuc - cn ?o:nculter and his command to engage them

there. That explains the fact of the sleeping village which
Martin saeys that Custer saw. !
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80 far then es Heno's retreat from the timber wAS COne
cerned it had no effect whatever on the fate of Gen. Custer,
for not e men nor & horse were found dead at the ford B,
and the first indications thet Custer had found his enemy

wes at least eight hundred yerds below the ford on the r t
bank of the river, | -

Another eonsiderstion proves this Custer and his men were
found in sueh position, with such separation and with such
disorder that it proves that wheever resistence they made,
brave and heroic as it was, was in the nuture of & defense and
not of an attack. Competent judges have shown, not merely that
the struggle could not have lasted more than an hour, but
thet from its very begianing it was hopeless, So far, then,
qsﬁnono is concerned, we hold that he wes justified by the
appearances as they presented themselves to him at the time
he halted in doing what he did; that he was further justified
in this conduct by the result as it afterward declered itself;
that he showed no cowardice whatever in the timber, that his
retirecment from it was not only within his dilcretion 88 & com=

gtndtggdoighoor but was the result of consultation with one of
8 approved officers and endorsed by many of the of-

ficers of his commsnd; but thet both on account of the number of
the Indians and the manner in which Custer and his commend were
destroyed it had no effect whatever upon any other commend than
his own, :

It hasnot escaped the attention of the Court that when .
Benteen came up to the point where he afterwards joined Reno
he saw the Indians still in the bottom and that he thought
that they were at least eight hundred or nine hundred in number.,
Sergt, Culbertson, a most careful witness fixed their number
at about e thousand; Lieut. Yarnum said that a greet meny
Indians remsined in the bottom, when he case up with Benteenj
and it is the statement of Lieut., DeRudio, who watched them
from the timber in which he had reuained, that they did not
retire becsuse Reno left the timber but because Benteen was
seen to approach on the other side of the river. And it 1is
the belief of Benteen thet, although a considerable number
left when he approached they were not only unneeded to doltgpy
Custer and his commend but that they promptly went and hid
themselves on the right bank of the river in order to await
Reno if he should merch down in the direction of Custer.
Benteen, a soldisr in whose judguent this Court can placo{

I think, as much confidence as in his courage, declares it to
be his belief that Custer and his command were destroyed before
the order that Martin carried had reached him,

' ached the river he decided, and told one of the
-1un2.::.“§§3z’:na. was 100 place to halt and reform the men,
It was his duty es a comanding officer to sclootdthc ::'h.
position from which the new struggle should be made, &
accordingly went to the top of the hill,

Mueh has been said of the manner in which the men followed

t thet in

s needless for me to say to thls cour

ﬁ:‘chiﬁ iay tha: a streggled way, even under eiruunlt:ne--h.nk
of perfect peace, ca: & battelion of Cavalry cliuzb a steep :
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And yet, 1t wes not demoralized. Capt. Moylsn sayshis
skirmigsh-line was thrown out & few n&nutsay-recr g:i COom=
mand reached the top of the hill, Lieut, Hare says the

men were scattered on the top of the hill bubt were not
demoralized, and again he testified to that saue effect.

And even Davern said they seemed to Le retreating in as

good order as could be expected., It is true thst Heno

had lost a large straw hat which he wore in the timdber,

but he had not forgotten to tie a handkerchiof around his
head for protection, BHenteen testified thaet the command was
quiet when he caue up a little time afterward, end Capt.
MeDougall did not know they had been engaged until he talked
with the officers after he had deployed his wan as skirmishers.

Whet was Maj., Reno's conduct? Certeinly not that of a
coward or he would not have Leen in command of his troopsy
he would not have ridden to meet Benteen and have returmed to go
at the "ead of a body of men to see if Lisut. Hodgson was
living whose body he found at the river's edge. Lven if he had
been excited he could hardly have been sufficiently sc after
having been joined by Benteen, to heve fired his pistol as
Edgerly thinks he did when he caue up sometime after he had
been joined by Benteen.

What now was the duty of Heno? He had had three companies
engaged in the timber whose ammunition had been largely ex-
pended and needed to be replaced. He had wounded men whom
he could not then leave st the mercy of the Indians. He
certainly ordered Hare hack to the pack train to hurry the
anmunition, and after receiving his report ard making :
direction with regerd to the care of the wounded, he sends an
order to Wier, who hed already moved out with his company,
that he should endeavor to communicste with Custer, If, as we
believe, Custer and his men hed by this time been destroyed
anything else that was done thereafter could have no possible
effect upon that command. : "

- But it is urged that the message carried to Benteen by
Martin exacted of him & duty, If it did, it was the duty
of assistence end that he prepared to render it in the most
. effective way. He did this by replenishing His gwani tion
and by bringing up the packetrain which the order to Benteen
twice commnended him to do, The fire that had been heard in
the direction of Custer's bnttloriolg was not nu::. :;b:::t

by every witness who gave testimony upon the »
2:0::n.x:ito ::y grave distrust of Custer's condition. The
vélleys were few and faint and retreating in sound, end the
scattering fire was such as Indians usuelly indulge in, even
when not actively engaged in fightj and the dust that was ,
gseen in the village end the Indiens cireling in the bottom
below did not attest to anyone any severe struggle down the

river.

t time to analyze the testimony on this point,
but g ::':u:: that the Court will find that I have falrly
stated in the few words into which I have compressed 1t,

A fter the packetrsin came up, after the wested asmunition

Vole 2 = Do 224 w

-l -



was repleced end the wounded - seven or eight in ber - we
properly ecared for ssch with six nttondnntgf the :::h colu-nr'
by Hdeno's order and with him at the head moved down the right
bank of the streas to follow the advance guard of Capt, Wier.
It reached a point where it was met by Lieut, Hare, Heno's sct-
ing Adjutent, who returned from giving the order to Wier to say

that the Indians were so many in Wier's front tiat he had used
Heno's nawed to order a return,

Of the ability of this coumand to force its way further
down the river, there is but one opinion, sll unite in saying
thet a forwerd movement would have been its destruction,

There was no firing to indicate an engagement below. That
whieh had elresdy Leen heard hed ceased, and it hed not swakened
any belief whatever that Custer's command was iy less able to take
care of itself or hed wet with any grester opposition then the
comuend under Reno, And yet, at the lest moment at the
furtherest point in the sdvence, Benteen placed the guidon of
the 7th Cavalry, It was at & place where, as he afterward said
he was so far from Custer's bettlefield that the point could
not from there be seen., Dut even if visible 1t would have carried
no wessege to those who had fought on the hills and valleys below
becsuse they hed peesed away from the resion of huuan sense,

- Slowly, end compelled Dy overwheluing numbers, the commend
moved back to & point whieh Reno selected and made 1ts final stand,
The7P0sition of the troops wes made under the Indian fire and by
Reno and Benteen, and then commenced s struggle which for
tenseity and bitterness has never I belleve been surpassed in
the history of Indien warfare. The depression in which the
troops fought, the manner in which they were arranged and the
success that sttended them, ere familier to this Court, All
save Uen, GCivbon unite in declering that it was the best position
that could have been selected for the purpose of this fight;
and to his objection there is the overwhelming ansver that a
resistance was mede from the afternoon of the 256th day of
June until the evening of the 206th, snd that when Gen. Terry
came up with Gen, Cibbon end his foree on the 27th they found
that portion of the 7th regiment in position on the nnaurrtndcggd

heights.

nell not linger to dgscribe that height. The charscter

of tlio.plgt, the :gﬂngemnt of the troops, were such that
ne man ecould have a full view of the ects and conduet of the
commanding officer., His duty was of a simple kind, The coue
mands that he gave were sbiding ones, and after their places
had been taken the duties of the soldiers and of their offi-
cers were of & simple end en elkmentary kind. were those |
of self-defense. Avery witness who has been called has
stated only s fracticnal part of what was done by other offi-
cers, and if the testimony of soue was slons to be considered

:culd have thought that notonly was Heno sbsent but that very
my officers and nen had no pﬂl‘tt'hﬂt:"az:dig t‘,hj,;;:g:s:g:nt.

| . re testified that he hea 8no
angiz::nF:;:;e 2;..lttnd was wnde, Sergt. Culbertson testified
p.bfut Renovwes exercising control over his men on thobg:mu
of the 25th. lie saw him also near the pack horses after-
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noon - in & position of very great danger. He saw him the
saue evening on the left where the line of breastworks was
built « also & dangerous plece. He saw him in the morn

of the 26th about 8 o'clock coming from the dirsction o%ag
company's line down to the breastworis where Cept. “ovlen

was. He saw him wmoving sround st times during that day beeck
of iA+ Company and peesing from one line of the command to
the other. IHe heard him speek with regard to sending for
water., Capt., Godfrey testified that when the officers and men
were in their places of protection that he and Heno walked over
the knoll exposed to the Indisn fire, and elthough Reno in a
laughing way dodged a bullet, he continued on to the place
shere Denteen's company was - a position of great danger,
Capt, MeDougall speaks of walking along the line with Heno
when he considéred it sn act of danger. Hartin testified that
Reno about 12 o'clock on the night of the 25th sent him orders
to have revelilles sounded in the morning. It is unmistaskable
that he was with Compeny D at thaet part of the line where it
was expected that the severest attack would be made. It is
undoubtedly true that when Benteen, because he saw the Indians
which Reno ecould not, gave the order to charge theu Keno went
with the charge. It is testimony of Varnuam thet on the 26th
of June Heno sttempted to send a letter which he afterwerd
succeeded in sending to Oen, Terry steting his sbility to

hold nis position but ssking for aid and stores for the wounded,

And on the score of coursge there is but one voice. Liesut,
Wallace, in answer to & request to search his memory and recall |
the events of the two days and stete in what polnt, if any, |
¥aj, Reno exnivited any leck of courage as an officer agﬁ a '
soldier seid "Hone that I cen recall or find feult with"; Lieut.
Varnum says "Certainly there was no sign of cowardice or eny
thing of thet sort in his conduct and nothing special the other
way", OCapt. Moylen in reply to & question whether during eny
period of the time he saw Reno in the tlmber he betrayed any
evidences of cowardice, said "No, sir; there was s certain

amount of excitement I suppose vi-iblo on his face as well es

that of eny body else, but any trt‘: of cowsrdice I rfilod to
discover."” Lieut. Hare testified, "I think Col. Reno's sctions
and his dispositions there saved what wn-nlort of the regiment,

I saw no evidences of coward in Maj. Hemo". Deitudio llid'h. .
saw no evidences of cowardice et all. FEenteen sald that "Heno's
conduct was sbout right sir;” end & men who cen afford to forget
to mention the charge he mede to the river's edge for water for
the wounded can efford to speak with quietness of the bravery of a
brother soldier, Benteen said agein in answer to enothér q es-
tion thet he sew no evidences whetever of cowardice on the part
of iteno. &dgerly said "When I first came up Reno was excited

but he did everything that was necessary to be done”, and a"

thet Reno was fully exercising the functions of & ¢
?ur:?:{ :;%gcor;-OQQb. Mathey in enswer to the question "Proa |
*:g o& saw and all thet came under your know ledge had you eny i
& ?. of cowardice to prefer ageinst ¥aj. choth Answered "No, |
22;55 Cepte MoDougall testified that there was "Ho evidences of
docl;dioo or weukness on the pert of daj. Renoe.
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Testiwony like thet no awerd can obtain. It is & record
of duty done with quietness, but with effect, without dieplay,
but with success. His commend needed no inspiriting. The
promptings of their own high natures sufficiently told them
their duty - Think who gathered arocund him on the hilltep.
¥en who had the endorseument which one great ¥ilitary University
gives only to soldiers. Others were there, graduates of that
trying school, the Civil %ar, to whom death was 2 familiasr
thing” and beavery an instinct. Moylan was thers who on the
charge from the timber, dropped back in the Indisn fire to
strenghen his line; !cﬁauglll, whio, with Hathey, hed
guarded the pack-train with such determined courages; French,
who lost on the hilltop none of the credit he had geined in
the timber; Weir, fresh from his mareh down the river; and
Godfrey, who has since so grestly enlarged his fame; Wallasce, |
whose soldierly knowledge is as impressive as his courage, |
was with them; and Hare, whose conduct on the bottom and Jjudg-
ment on the advance on the right bank of the streax so greate
ly offered(:) themselves to his commend, REdgerly was there,
who rode with such hot haste to enter the battle; and .
Vernum « who has forgotten the brave acts that sre told of
hia? #nd, Benteen was there - that soldier of soldiers, cléar
cut as & caneo, with face kindled with suiles as he stood
smind the rain of Indian bullets., And with these, I gather up
and bring to remexbrance those who lowlier in place fought with
such prodigious constsucy, men like Culbertson whose type 1is
found in the two regisents who gathered sbout the wounded Keogh
and died with him « And with them all and over them all wes Reno;
not surpessing thew in uravery, but in that notunequal to
thein, 8"d better record than that need no man make.

Many times I have wondered as I sat before you whether if
Custer could come back he would own those who standing in his |
shadow cleim to represent him; whether to the survivors er the
7th Cavalry he would not say, &s they wouid say to him, "our
efforts failed to be mutuasl supports because of the overwheln-
ing force that confronted each of us, and your honor takes no
stain" - Of the report made a few days after the battle and
now subuitted in evidence I need say nothing to a court femiliar
from long personal experience, with the menner in which such ?
reports ere written. They give @ genersl statement of many
metters of which the Commanding Officer cannot have a personal
knowledge, and which may prove under the minute exsuination of .
a court-of ingquiry to rest on the recollection of others than j
himself, end for which he is not entirely responsible -

' t ster length, beceuse of sickness, 1 have tri;; to 14
b.rogzu;u: .gﬁz of the rncgo pearing upon the conduct of Maj. :
Reno during the period of time to which you have directed your

"attention.

w
. Custer mede to his officers before
Bontzz; 3::::”'nbr3§nP:§. ¢olumn, showed that after fullest ‘
h.'dilh.!;:ggghln the presence of the Indisns. The tnnnuno.e¥
:::; made by Oirard just before Heno left the tepee, a short
distance from the river, diseclosed the beliel that th; Indiens
. ning away. The sleeping Indian willage seen DY |
a4 o testifies also, by CGen. Custer, when the

Mertin, end, es he
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command of the latter wes so close to the place of its heroie
but final struggle further attests the 15ngrnnco of the number

and plans of the Indians, and of the pre arations they were
making for resistance. p ik "

The large nuuber of Indians, about 1500, seen by Gimrd to
be advancing up tie valley to meet Keno while at the ford; their
sudden disappearance; the small nucber that appeared then in
his front; the dust behind then indicating a still larger
number in their resr; the circling of the Indians avay from
the village which they would not have left if in feeble
strength, and their effort to reach Reno's rear, and to inter-
cept his crossing, and the support he expected to reach hinm,
told to the practised eye of an Indian fighter the story of an
Indian embush, The halt before the ravine which was then seen
four hundred yards away in the front, the skirmish-line deployed
after the firing begun, were ovoruhoimingly Justified even be-
fore the Indians in mmaber sbout three or five hundred commenced
to emorg. from the ravine into which they had hoped the command
would plunge in its continued charge.

The withdrawal of the skirmish-line, when its continuing
on the plain would have been its quick destmuciion, the charge
through the timber by Reno himself to see the position of the
Indiens on his flank, attdst the excellence of his wisdom and
Judgment. The retreat from the bottom, not made befause of
loss of 1life, but to save life, when its destruction was withe
out value to any command; made not merely according to the
discretion which belongs to a commanding officer, but after con-
sultation, as Cept., Moylan knows, with him, and with his fullest
approbation, is unmerked, as every reliable witness knows, by any
ect of cowardice. The support expected as Wallace snd Moylan
testify from the rear had not come, and could not come from the
other side of the river except after a delay on account of the
- charagter of the country, which would have rendered it worthless.

The diversion made by Heno lasted until the brief battle
which Custer and his men heroically fought against such pro-:
digious odds had begun, and the Indiens, he had detained so
mmech longer than if in one brief mad rush he had sacrificed his
command, were unneeded to complete it, snd too far away to ef-
fectively teke part in it. The well chosen place on the hillteop;
the sttempted march to Custer, whose fate appulled by 1ts
surprise, the whole Army as well as the country; the sustained
valor with which the position was defended, until it was de-
livered unsurrendered to Gen. Terry, the second day &hereafter,
are part of Keno's history. And through it sll, differing as
were the demsnds made upon his charscter and capacity as a
soldier, no man entitled to credit in any human Court seeks to
say ought against his coursge. Aye, even the privates and non-
commissioned of ficers, on what was almost the field of battle,
withone voice comsend him snd his brother officers for promotion
for soldierly bearing - And the General of the Army receives
with epprobation their high preise of his conduct.

it please the Court, is an iumperfect sketeh of
the 32;:; ::yit hzs appeered in the testimony'to which you have
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listened., And, we now submit it to your considerstion and

decision with an abiding confidence in your wisdom and sense
of justice.

The Recorder then asked the Court to adjourn until 3
o'elock P.M. today for time in whieh to prepare his state-

ment in reply to the one presented bI Ma j. Reno which was
granted and the court adjourned until 3 o'elock P.M. today.

MONDAY - Feb, 10, 1879 - 3 P.K.

The Court met pursuent to adjournment.

Present,
001. John He Klﬂg fth Inflnt!"y.
Col, Wesley Merritt 5th Cavalry.
Lt, Col, W, B, Royﬂll 3d c."lryo
Recorder.

lst Lieut, Jesse 4. Lee, Adjt. 9th Infantry.

la jor feno and nis counsel were also present.

‘he Court then edjourned to meet at 10:30 o'eloek A.M., To-
morrow, Tuesday, ¥February 11, 1879. :

26th DAY

Chicago, Illinois
Tuesday, Feb, 11, 1879 - 10:30 A.u.

The Court met pursuant to adjournment,

Present,
Colonel John H. King 9th Infentry.
Colonel Wesley Herritt 5th QGavalry
Lt. Col. W. B. Royall 34 Cavalry.
Recourder

1lst Lieut, Jesse M. Lee, Adjt. 9th Infantry,
Ma jor Keno and his counsel were also present.

The proceedings of the last session were read and aepproved.

sented and read to the Court nhis written
ﬁf;lﬁ'zgrﬁﬁﬂ :2:203:;t of Major Heno, which is as relyuva, i’ wit

\ - s
BAY IR VIBASE SEE SOURRY o antionns: SIS Attt

‘ f the members of the
btless so fresh in the minds o | |
g:;:tizh::uit scarcely seems necessary that I should attempt
to give an exhaustive numnarﬁ of ell that has been presented ;
Vol. 2 = P« 2291 -




but at the same time there are some points in comnneection with

this inquiry to which it may not be
to invite the attention of the Court.

It would be useless for one
which pertains to the legal

aniss for me as recorder

unaccustomed as I am to thet

profession to attempt to rival

the eloquence and lsurning displayed so brilliently by the

gifted counsel of Maj. Reno,

I make no pretensions in that

direction, and it were useless for me to have any ambition
of that charseter; tut I shall be content to present ny views
to the court in as clear and plain a wanner as possible.

Pirst; peramit me Lo say thet in any comments I
may wake in regard to any persons who have been connected
with this cese either as wilnesses or otherrise, I trust
thet nothing wey be misconstrued, for most certainly I have
no personsl iaterest in this cese, and whatever I may say
will be from a sense of ducy, and if T err, I hope 1t will
not be attributed to any bias or prejudice. As for as I am
able to discover this iavestigation has brought out all
the material fects - if any rouein undeveloped 1t is certainly
no fault of mine, for I have endeavored to elicit everything
that aight have & bearing on this zatter, There sre doubtless
a greet many persons who could give testimony in this case who
have not come Lefore the court, but encugh witnesses have :
been called to cover all the ground, end the swmmoning of other
witnesses would only be to give a repetition of facts eand de-
tails which have been fully lsid befo-e the court.

The testimony of twenty-three witnesses has been
taken - Of these, fifteen were subpoonsed at ths request of

Major Reno as follows:

Lieut, 001. 1 \o Shoridan,
Capt. F. ¥, Benteen,
w Hiles Moylan,
» Thos. all
. J. Scott Payne
Lieut, W, 8. Edgerly
Lieut, C. A, Varnmum
Lieut, L. R. Hare
Lieut, George D+ Va llace
Lieut, Edward Yaquire
Gltllen ’. F. Giﬂ!'d,

Dp. Porter, late A. A, Surgeon;

Mily Seecy.;
7th Cavelry:
7th Cav'y;
7th Cavly.
Sth G.'ﬁo
7th Cav'y.
7th Cavalry,
7th Cavalry,

7th Cavelry,
Ens L COI‘pI »

Sgpgeant Culbertson, Cos “I", 7th Cavalry.

rtin, Co, "H", 7th Cavalry., and
::?Tp;?:.g‘mrm,'?th.cau ry, who testified in his own behslf;

of the foregoing names the wa jority were also furnished we on

my applicetion from Headqu rters

Department of Dskota, and from

the Heedqusrters of the Seventh Cevelr: .

In my capecity as recor

sdditionel witnesses:

. Godfrey, 7th Cavelry:
Capte £« Se 7lvm cavalrys

1
Liout, G, C. Dekudio, 7tn e::: 7th Cavalrys

CCpt. Ee G, “athey

Sergt. Edward Davern, CO.
01‘?"“ Be P churehill,
Citizen John Frett,

%+ Herendeen,
S5t G‘x:g;gn, 7¢h Infantry,

Citizen Frederick Whittaker.

Col, John
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Of this nuaber all have testified before the Court except
Mr., Whittaker. Of all the witnesses who have testified eleven
were officers who were participants in the events of the 25th
end 20th days of June, 1876, Four were officers who visited
the field of battle afterward. Three were enlisted men who were
ectually present, snd five were citizens who were also proesent
at the tiuwes I mention these matters to show that a8 wide a
scope as possille has been token in regerd to the number of
witnesses and their sources of information Learing upon the
subjects of enguiry,

The order convening this court issued from the War Departuent
&t the request of Waj, ¥, ., Hene to investigate l'is conduct at
the battle of the Liutle Big Horn.River on the 25th and 2¢th
of June, 1876, and the Court 1s ordered Lo "Report the facts and
ite opinion as to whether from all the circumstences in the
cage any further proceedings sre necessery”, ieajor Keno's
requost i1s accoupsanied by a copy of & letter. emaneting from
iire Frederick inittaker, of iount Vernon, N. Y., snd addressed
to the lion. Mr, Corlette, of Wyoming Territory urging a
similar request to the House of Hepresentztives. sjor Heno
in his application refers to thaut letter, end ssks an investi-
gating therecn; thus saking 1t the very basis of his epplicetion.
That letter charges Maj. Reno with various military offences,
all of which are within the scope of this ingquiry ss ordered
by the War Departuent, and that letter has been taken as the
basis in pert of this investigetion, whieh however, under the
order constituting the court extends to the whole of ¥ajor
Reno's conduet as an officer on the days mentioned,

Before going into the merits of this case it becomes
necessary to notice briefly the atteck msede by ¥aj, Heno
on the credibllity of certein witnesses who are not officers
of the Aray, and especislly that directed ageinst Girard. I
conceive it to be my duty to respectfully invite the attention
of the court to the fact that the testimony of no witness cen
be impeac ed under the law, save for certain specified causes.
Not one of the witnesses who has appeared before this court
has bee: 8o impeached, and even in the case of Girard, no
evidence whetever has been introduced showing thet he 1s
not to be believed, The only imputetion agzinst him 1is one
made by Ka). feno himself, who stetes thut he discherged
Girerd because he, Maj, Heno, "believed he was stealing from

the government”, and notiding is subuitted in evidence substentiate

t belisf. It is in evidence, however, that Oen. Custer
::ftﬁg:a Girard to the place from which he had been dinulslod'
by Maj. Renoe The welleknown insorruptibility of Gen. Custer's
character foroids the supposition thet he would have restored
Girard to duty without sstisfeetory proof of his honesty, and
the fact that Girerd now occupies a position of tru-tra cone
fidence under the governument, exhiblts the weakness of Haj.
Reno's imputation sgainst his cherueter.

no attacks Lo meke on sny witness before this court,
and i,’ﬁ::..z conviction is, that every witness ounmlnog.hnl
told the truth as to the facts within his knowledge as saw
" them, &nd his opinions ere more or less correct in proportion
to his mesns of inforastion, and perhaps his prejudices h&.
end I do not think the opinions in any case will weigh with the

court beyond their sctuel value.
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I believe it to be my duty, however, to represent to the
Court, and counsel for Major Reno as well, that pre judice either
for or against e witness on account of his relations to the Arxy,
whether officer, enlisted men or citizen, cannot for an instant
be allowed to influence this enquiry in any manner whatever, ITo
believs or dAisbelieve a men on account of his position solely
would pervert. the ends of Jjustice and render a triel or an
inquiry & farce, I imagine that this Court will divest its mind

of all such distinoction and will decide this case on its merits
a8 disclosed by the testimony.

The bias, interest, or prejudice of witnesses as far as
they appear in the tast{mony are proper subjects of consideration
in weighing the evidence, but I believe that no extranecus.
matters can sway this Court in giving its opinion as to Ma jor
Reno's conduct, The evidence of even mule-packers as to matters
of fact, such es words, blows, threats to kill, and the preseane
of whiskey, is as good as that of anyone, however exalted, until
it 1s contradicted. There is no matoriai contradiction in this

case, even by the testimony of Maj., Reno who gives evidence in
his own behalf,

The opinions of the paeckers &s to sobriety have nothlag to
do with this case, except as they are founded on facts.

With these prefatory remarks I now proceed to the subject
m, tter of this inquiry.

The question before the Court reduced to the simplest form
is as follows:

Was the conduct of Major Reno at the battle of
the Little Big Horn, that of a brave, efficlent,
prudent, and obedient officer?

This gquestion involves:

First - The orders under which he was acting, and his obedience
to those orders.

Second - His responsibility in any manner for the defeat of the
7th Cavalry in that battle and the massacre of Cen.
Custer and his troops.

hird « Whether he menifested cowerdice, timidity, or mis-
fol behavior in the face of the enemy in that battle,
or any portion of it.

Fourth - Whether he knowingly or through negligence, abandoned
Gen. Custer to his fate?

B ne eny means of informing himself as to the
T H.gln;o; {n which Gen. Custer's commend was placed,
and did he take all measures and make proper ef-
forts to obtein informetion and act upon 1t?

- e reletions or feelings toward Gen. Custer,
e w.gglh:;nmnnding officér, such as would lead Him to
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obey the orders he received from that officer in
a hearty spirit of vigorous and unhesitating support,
or -« were they those of distrust and suspicion,

leading him to criticise and evade those orders, or
negledt his duty; and

Lastly - Was Major Heno's conduct during those two days in any
obller respect unofficer-like and contrary to what
should be expected or required of an officer occupy=-
ing such a responsible positicn and st such a time?

To settle these points & large mass of testimony has been
taken, consisting to a very considerable extent of opinions
pro and con to which the Court will of course give only the wedght
which properly belongs to the facts upon which such opinions ar
based, I therefore think it unnecessary to occcupy the time of
the Court in recounting these opinions st length, but will pro-

ceed to state mainly the facts themselves as brought out by
the testimony.

Where the facts are uncontradicted they will be stated
first, end in their proper order as nearly as possl ble, and
followed by such other facts, or matter as mey be subject to
conflicting testimony., First. The gquestion ss to the orders
under which Me j. Reno was acting is settled by the concurrent
testimony of 2 number of witnesses all of whom swear to heving
heard the words. <‘hese witnesses meinly :gree as to the terms
of the order, though there 1s some variance as to the exact
phraseology. {hese witnesses are Lieut., Wallace, Dr. Porter,
Interpreter Girard, Herendeen, the scout, and Maj, Reno himself
confirming them es to the main faects, while his orderly, Davern,
swears to substantielly the sewe thing but with an additional
statement.,

Lisut, Wallace, Dr, Porter, Maj. Heno, and his orderly,
ggree that this order ceme from Adjutant Cook. Girard and
Herendeen, who perhaps were not sc near as the others, give:
their impression that the order came from Gen. Custer in
person., Two facts may account for this disecrepancy. Giard _
and Herendeen may hsve hesrd Gen. Custer himself give the order
in the first ins tence to Adjutent Cook, or the similarity in
the dress of Gen. Custer and his Adjutant (to which I believe
Lieut. DeRudio testified) may have ceused them to mistake the
jdentity of the person giving the order,

The terms of this order as heard by Lieut, Wsllace and
repeated from memory are &s follows: "The Indiens are two
miles end & half shead; mowve forward as fast as you can and
charge as soon as you find them and we will support”. Davern,
the orderly who at the time had nothing to say and ovegythin;
to hear, gives nearly the same words with sne prefix: "ir.
Girerd comnes back end reports 'the Indiesns' ete.; and the
eddition, "Col. Benteen is on your left and will have similar
instructions". Dr. Porter thinke that the words about support-
ing were in answer to ¥aj. Reno's question, "Will the Genersal
support me?" end Maj, Reno says thet he hesrd thet he wes to be

supported "with the whole outfit".

- "Pake
lerrendeen and Girerd state thet the sddition
the 32335. :1th you" was made to the order, end as & matter of
fect it appesrs thet the scouts did go with Maj. Reno on his ad-
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vance toward the Indian village,

When we take into considerstion the lapse of time-over two
years-since these events oceurred, it is reesonable to believe
that the witnesses who hesrd trils order, have stated its marport
88 correctly as it is possible to state 1t in the nature of human
recollection; and 1t 1s undisputed thet the tenor of the order
wes 8 clesar and explicit direction to Haj. Heno toattuck the
Indiens, with no provision expressed in words for s retreat at
the diseretion of that officer. The only allowance for diseretion
88 stated by Maj, Heno himself, was with reference to the rapidity
of the advence- "at as fast & gait es you think prudent”. 1In :
all other respects the order wes positive and perenptory,

Was not Se}, Heno s a subordinste commender bound by ell
the obligations imposed on an officer to obey that order? Did
he hesitate to obey that order? DeHart says thet "Hesitancy in
the execution of & militery order is clearly, under most eircume
stancea, a serious offense, snd would subject one to severe
penalties; but actusl disobadience is e crime which the law

stigmatizes as of the highest degree" and Benet says substantially
the same thing,.

I think 1t 1¢ 0'Brien, & militery suthority, who says: "A
subordine te on receiving en order must obey promptly end impliecite
ly. HNo time is left him to reflect or deliberste. He must at
once comply with the commands he hes received; and perhsps a
moment's hesitation or flatering may destroy plans of much impore
tence end extent, In presence of the enemy more particulsrly
18 this mechanical obedience due.” I might guote still further
but I think these citations will suffice.

We need go back no further then our late war to illustreate
the vital necessity of full end complete obedience to orders.
The fel lure of one sutordinste comusnder has not infrequently
brought disaster and defeat to &n aray. Doldness, vigor and
confidence heve, times without number, won victory over an over-
wheluing foe, end seldom csn it be shown that these essential
quelities of & soldier have brought defest, But 1t is urged that
there was no plan that Mej., Reno was not consulted; that he did
not know the ground. Now & plan to sttack en Indian village must
of necessity be gquick of conception and repid in execution. _
Gen., Custer's plan seems to have been to strike his enemy wherever
he found him. The plan of attack was commnicated to Maj]. Reno
as soon as matured by his Commandi Ortiegr snd the part assigned
him wes definitely stated in the order to "move forward as fast
‘@8 you cen end charge them as soon &8 you find them, and we will
support.” Did d¥ej. Reno obey that order as fully as he zg:ld,
taking into consideration the means at his disposal anzl ot
resistance opposing hix? Here also the testimony is comprehens

and the uncontradicted facts are &s follows:

o - . Moylan
military witnesses sre Maj. fteno, Cept ’
Lieuts. ﬁazgzeo, Var;:n, and Huroﬁ viggrgzzst;irsgébo:::on and
ther witnesses ere Ur, "y >
gnvo;g;‘nfholgl agree that the advance to the ford was n;d:h.
.r:dl thet & short halt was made st tho r%vor. lauoio -
;‘? o.y:or. watered there. After crossing, the e::p:g.ezigqp.
e formed in line, and ulcimetely gelloped toward. lage
ta Yine ¢ battle, three companies apreast, This advance does
intlii:moto have ;ot with any serious opposition, troug§ :g::;
§§gn:§gegg-§spt; Moylan, Herendeen snd Culvertson, agre
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the Indiens fired a fow shots at the line, but without
Majs Reno in his official report says - “'I dop:oyad an;r::::.

the Ree scouts on my left charged down the valley d >
Indiens with great esse for a%t 2% milea”. e S

Dr, Porter says that he saw some Indiens drivi their ponies
down the valley, but Kej., Reno seys every pony he 2§! had an
Indien en it, After advencing down the valley idaj. Reno halted
neer & point of timber and deployed a dilsmounted skirmisheline
in the open within long range of part of the’ Indien village, This
line hed & support for its right flenk, in the timber, which
bordered the stream, but its left was in air and lisble to be’
turned. Meantime the enemy seems, from all the testimony to
have been hovering on his front, and the only positive testimony
given - that of Lieut. Varnum snd orderly Davern as to the
moment when the Indlans begen to advence, fixes 1t st the time
the line of skirmishers was deployed and healted. '

There 1s some conflict in testimony as to whether the
skirmish line advanced after it deployed, but as there are 5
positive statoments that & part of it dt& advence, it seems that
at least the right company moved forward for a short distance,
but very soon efter this the left of the line swung beck and
the welght of the testimony seoms to show that this was done
without orders, though I believe it is not claimed by any wite
ness that the eneny actually'drove it bsck. The concurrent
testimony of several witnesses shows that straggling parties
or squads of Indians were passing to the left through the bluffs,

During the swinging beck of the line Haj. Heno seems to
have been on the right in the timber with a esrbine and
the men on foote It further sppears that after the withdrawal
of the line from the open or the plain, the Indians who had
been eireling at long renge Lecame euboldened and closed in
nesrer the timber, pessing the commsnd and crossing its line of
retreat, A party of Indlans seems to have circled entirely
around the command, concealing themselves in some timber very
near the bank of the river in rear of this second position of
the command., A very short contest then ensued st the edge of
the timber after the left of the line fell back, and then Maj,
Reno ordered the compeny commenders to withdraw their men to
their horses in & smell opening in the midst of the timber
and to mount in column of fours, the colusn headed up stream
and eway from the Indian villege. During the execution of this
movesent the fire of the command seems to have entirely ceased
and no definite means sppear by the testimony of any witnesaes,
to have been taken to cover the movement or keep back the xgg;.n..
No exsminstion of the timber, by any person, 'PP“;! to have "
been made by Maej. Heno's order; and he nhimself by i: own g:n -
mony visited only that tion focing the Indian 'uinb go;m .
states that he had madeup his mind to leave the © ti.r : ge
beck to the right bank of the river to a high position ronth.n
whence he might see the rest orighabzggizogg.f:.:t.;:;:.:y = N
This he says was his determination et '0’1‘;

: fies that he heard him say to Uapt. &

Ei;.iﬂ’zzi ::‘;it out of thise-to charge the Indians”, or words

of like iaport.

At or sbout the
who hed concealed theunse

moment of starting, the party of Indiens
lves in the timﬁor near the river,
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fired into the coluan, killing Bleody fnife and wounding a
soldier, The unoontndzsgod testimony of Herendeen is thet
e ] . Ru;o then shouted, "Dismount!" and immedistely after
Mountl"” when the whole commend, or what was there, left

the tiuber without further orders, Major Keno teking the leed.
Herendeen's statement thet Ya j. Heno stuek spurs to his horse
;'n? 1;6 @ wild staupede of the entirs commend is denied by

s NONO,

The menner of lesving the timber amd reaching the hill is
@ matter of dispute emong the witnesees. The compenies of
Captse French and Moylen seem to have left in column: of fours,
heeded by iaj. Heno, tut "G" Company, which was originally on
the right bank of the skimishe-line appears to have received
no definite orders to mount, beyond a rumor that ths balsnce
were leaving the timber. Naj. Heno states thet he gave the
order for "G" Company to Lieut. MeIntosh, but there is no evidence
to show that 1t wes properly oomiettoa to the company, ex-
cept by rumor, the result being that meny of the men of
thet compeny did not succeed in mounting and joining the ¢olwmn,

Lieut, Varnum testiflies that he heard some men say "They
are going to chergel They sre going to chargel” and that is the
way he got the informetion the troops were going to lesve the
timber! Thehorses were reported to be in danger but Lieut,
Varnum found them all right, It is an undisputed faect that one
officer (Lieut., DeRudio) et least fourteen soldiers and two
citizens (Herendeen and CGirard) - were left in the timber or
ran back to it from the plein upon finding they hed no change
of escape, and another officer - Lisut, Here - would have been
left but for the merest chance or aceident of having & falthe
ful orderly. Some who attempted to escape end overtake the
rapldly receding column were ridden down and butchered by a
savege foe.

It is slso & fact not controverted thet no Indiens barred
or met the front of that column on its way to the river, but they
haressed its right flenk and rear - killing 27 men and wounding
seven or eight more who succeeded in clinging to thelr horses
until they reached the top of the hill., Maj. Reno in his official
report seys- "I succeeded in resching the top of the bluff with a
loss of three officers, 29 enlisted men killed and seven men
wounded.,” Maj. Heno seys nothing in his report of the wounded
men left in the timber nor of the 14 soldiers who also resained
thers for some time., It is quite clear th:t every wounded man
who could not ecling to his horse snd every msn who WAS dismounted
by having his horse killed under him, fell an easy przy te'mhd"
Indiens and are doubtless asccounted for under the heading .
Upon reaching the river at an unknown ford, considereble con-
rupgion ensued - seys Mgjs Reno - Indians eircled above streem
within easy range “ud ultmnlydnhot &o m;:;o :.!;t:h;‘ :iv:: nnq

. No fovsatier is meade on the 0O ‘

mogt.::tb:glz'“n whose ' ges are plunging -r'xd rurdngd r.; pttm
:‘at. Even a sergeant asks why somebody don't foram & eep se

Indians back.
Dr, Porter and
ent to the river ls described by Dr.
Horon:l::nn::..f dtsorderly rout. ; by Lieut. Vernum as orderly at.

it a
out in the rear - Capt. Moylan calls
%:32.;211;::'..::1 Lieut. Here & "fast retreat”". daj. Remo did
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not consider it a retreat, Lieut, Wallace does not designete

its character, All the witnesses agree that there was confusion
at some pert of the column, thaet it suffered heavily in the rear,
that ell the killed snd wounded on the lef't bank of the river were
abandoned to the enemy, that nothing was done to cover the eross-
ing, and thet the movement ceesed on the hill when the Indisns no
longer pursued. It is slso not disputed that ¥a]. Reno headed

the movement as far as the river and that he was amony the first
to resch the top of the hill, :

Was this movewent a charge, e retreat, or & stampede? Ma jor
Reno ordered it and it was executed under '.is direction, He elone
1s responsible for thst movement and no officer nor men under his
command ecan be held aeccountable in the slightest degree for eny
result of thet move from the timber, There is no stigma or
discredit thet can be placed upon an officer or men - the officer
who ordered the move is alone responsible., The plan wes Haj.
Reno's end he should have all the credit or discredit which ste
taches to it., It is but natural however that almost every of-
ficer and soldisr who survived that disastrous move from the
timber to the hill would in his own mind by imperceptible de-
gress, ultimately arrive at & conclusion that sfter all it was
the best thing to do - and results whiech could not be foreseen
et the time may nave been taken into consideration to excuse of
palliste, Lsprit de corps is a strong inducement to participents
to do this, notwithstanding they may have no responsibility in
the me tter. There is necessarily in the minds of the partiecipants
& sort of commnity of interest end most certainly their judgment
and opinions cennot remain absolutely impartiel, Especially is
this lisble to be the cese «fter a long lapse of time when many
things are forgotten - ani opinions becoms insensibly modified or
ch‘ng“l.

It is for the Court to weigh sll this evidence and to
determine whether the festimony, after feir consideration,
shows that Mej. fdeno obeyed the peremptory order that he had
received from Gen. Custer to the full extent of his ahiuty?
Maj. Heno took the responsibility of disobeying Gen. Custer's
order. e left the timuer nof on account of the losses that
hed occurred, but of what might oceur, The ammunition was not _
helf gone, though there had been a free use of it st long renge.
Lieut. *'ahnoc gays had the Indlens in the bottom closed in on the
retresting column, they would have made short work of it - Lieut,
Vernum said it would never have reached the top of the hill,
Lieut, Hare seys "had the Indisns pursued us to the .top of the
hill, the dommend would have lasted about ten mintes.” Fourteen
men ;-minod in tha timber and though the Indians saw some of them
run back from the plain end take refuge in the tinbori they were
afraid’ to follow them in there, and that is chearscteristic of

Indian warfare.

ht cowme in
Noylan said he thought Capt. Penteen might
on ths.{:;’t :‘.ru the sandhills - and he supposed Gen, Custer
would come to their support from tl:o tl’;“:\.x hé' R;nnor::g ht:.“
known as much as his officers abou ® -pp.rm- iy
Cus ter said he would be suppor - 5

fki!:;: :l;:ido;:;k to the rear =nd loo::g notmpgzrt,hl:..mtm. :2‘ |

" t of that He not wait - _
i '!?;: ox.i‘-':f:om, but ;ant at once, His cesuslties did
up:nmem' in charging towam the village but in sﬁ‘;s “:x’ul from
:zl - His position in the timber threatened the village
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held the bulk of the waerriors perh
eps nearly ell = in the
vicinity of his commend, He l.ud but few cugn.ltio: while

there, and with a judicious use of ammunit th -
meined there for seversl hours, i o e -

Second, the question whether or not Maj., Reno is
responsible for the defeat of the 7th Cavalry and the annihilstion
of Gen. “uster and his five compsnies cen only be determined by

such facts or indications s appesr in the testimon 88 to
the plans end movements of Gen., Custer. &

From the testimony of Maé‘.‘ Reno, Capt. Benteen, snd
Girerd, it appears that Gen, Custer was informed of the
presence of Indians in the velley before he entered the
battle, and the only positive testimony (Girard's) showing
the nature of the infarmetion is thet he was told there were
et least 2500 Indians in the valley.

It is settled indisputebly that Gen. Custer ordered the
witness, Capt. Benteen, to scour the country to the left of
the mein trsil end that he sent him three successive orders
preacribing or limiting his movements in that direction, It
is also undisputed that after Gen. Custer had given ¥aj, Heno
his orders to attacik the Indisns he continued his course down
the river on the right bank, The last words from Gen. Custer
to Majs Heno were, "we will support you". From the time Maj.
Renc started to obey the order, Gen, Custer muat have been
possggaed of that idea, that intention; not for one moment did
he fopget it. FHis route down stream lay behind the bluffs or
ridge next the river, mainly unexposed to the view of the hostile
Indiens. He was hurrying on at a rapild galt So strike the foe.
KMaj. Reno's support might not come from the rear, but he would
be supported still with the sound of Custer's guns and the cheers
of Custer's men in front., Maj. Henc himself says that he had no
reason to believe that Gen, Custer would remain out of the fight
with his five compenies, Hed he Feflected for a moment he
must have been satiafied that Cen, Custer was near the foe and
hed Maj. Reno waited twenty or thirty minutes before giving the
fatal order to put the river Letween himself and the enemy, he
would have seen Capt, benteen with his column eoming from the
rear - and might have heard Custer's men in front, With Reno
nolding the Indians near him - BSenteen coming up with 280 men
ond Custer striking in front, there was & glorious change for
a thrice glorious victery. Haj. Reno slipped his hold and

all wes lostl

But ¥ej. Reno seys he hed no confidence in Gen, Custer,

W that feel could he have gone into the battle stronghearted?
I:u:omoly .“1:2 possible that one could do so. ;

gionally thet we see men under such cir-
omt::ct: ?-'i}w;?@ sbove all danger and by @& herole m
e o conﬁdmg.m:rzc:;ﬂ ;?ddotnt. When Gen.,

om very
011.1:2}' ::v:r:g:yhnt from the bluff, he had confidence tl:lt
Ma j» Reno would hold on, and down the bluffs rode gnl::;r 8
column to support ¥aj. Heno by & strong a ttack %nlndi - :r :::r |
of the village. Ancient proverbs tell us that Obedience r:..a"' '
truly performed by the bedy of him whose hesrt is dissutis »
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'rruo"obodionco neither proersstinetes nor questions, but it 4s
the "mother of success wedded to safety."

The testimony of three witnesses, Lieuts, Varnum snd de
Rudio, end Mr, Girerd, establishes the feet thet Gen. Custer
passed within sight and hearing of ¥aj. Heno's commend while
that commend was engeged with the Indiens, und 1 belleve the
further testimony of sll witnesses who afterward followed
Cen., Custer's treil, is thsat 1t econtinued down the right bank
of the stream toward the lower end of the viilege, till Cen.
Custer sttacked the Indiens by going down & ravine, near the
spot where his body wes found,

These facts taken, in counection with the order which
Gen. Custer's Adjutent sent bmck to “apt, Benteen, indicate the
conclusion at which Mej. feno himself arrives in his officisl re-
port made only a few days efter the bat tle, that Gen. Custer ine
tended to support him by stiseking the eneny in flenk; and, the
urgent swmons to Capt. Benteen to "be quick” shows that he
c&dﬂnt officer to co-operate with him in his attack; and
the further summons "bring packs", revesls with squal clesrness
Gen, Custer's desire to secure the coopsration of all the forces
of his command- The place for concentration was on the field of
battle against the enemy end nowhere else.

The unimpeached testimony of sll the witnesses who ware left
in the timber by idal. Reno is in effect that Gen., Custer went
into action near the place where his body wes found es indicated
by the direction from wh.ence the sound of firing came end at a
period of time distinctly after Haj. Heno had left the timber.
The neture of the country as described bf all the witnesses pre-
vented Cen, Custer from seeing iaj. Reno's commend efter the
time at which Lieut, Defudio sew the @ensral and his Adjutent
on the bluff.

The inference from the testimony is therefore perfect that
the last view had by Gen. Custer of daj. Reno's conmand wes
when the letter was engaged; that he wawed his hat signaling to
Maj. Reno's command, his own cheering words to his brave men
"Coursge boys". He did this doubtless with the hope of being
seen by someone and then went back to his own column Lo make &
flank atteck in support of Ha jor Heno. t is undisputed
save by opinion that Gen. Custer's engagement did not commence
till after Mg j. Heno had left the timber to retreat to the

hill.

n undisputed fact thet Gen. Custer received no

mppo}': :l.n:onr Mm the seven compenies ?t his re m%:
which remsined on the hill under Maj. Heno's command, .;1::
that there wes indecision and tardiness, and f.h.r the mowe
wes made down stream was not begun by Maj. Reno's orders until
after the pack-train had arrived, Two pack-mules were sent for,

oh carrying 2000 rounds of emmunition, the packer (Churehill)
ea tif{ed-thet he unpecked and pscked the two boxes in his charge
:;; thet none was issued at that Gl.nrgn Ehu.nl‘;i;: .f::n whet he

rough De ut. Wallace tes es

o :d nndtul:g hoi‘;;ns themselves - 50 1t sppears that Maj.
;m'l commsnd was not so bedly in need of smmunition after all -
In fact, ¥aj. Heno does not

the =?nbor. ? i’_‘ 2
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the timber. Maj. Heno says he did not intend moving down towards
where Gen, Custer was supposed to te until afcer the arrival of the
pacik-train., It was then too late; the field was lost, end Cen.
Custer and the last of nis men were weltering in their gore.

The true charscter of the struggle on Gen. Custer's field
can: only be definitely ascertained freom Indians and thelir state-
ments are generslly unreliable in sueh metters - Leaving out mere
matters of opinion it appears to me from sll the testimony that-
Gen. Custer's coluun never attempted s crossing et the Ford "B" -
He mist have gone uround the head of thet revine and evidently
sou,ht Lo oross and attack the village lower down, The route to
Ford B wes inaccessible from the bluffs except for about fifty
yards at the mouth of the ravine, It seems conclusive that his
struggle began soon after lej. Reno resched the hill,

The well-known cepacity, tenseity and brevery of Gen,
Custer and the officers and men who died with him forbid the
supposition of & panic snd s rout. There was e desperate and
sanguinary s truggle in which the Indians must have suffered
heavily. From the evidence that has been spread before this
Court it is manifest that Cen, Custer and his comredes died a
death so herole thet it hes but few parallels in history,
Fighting to the lest and egainst overwhelming edds, they fell
on the field of glory, Let no stigme of rout and paniec tsrnish
their bloocd-bought faue. Thelr deeds of heroism will ever live in
the hearts of the Amwerican people end the painter and the poet
will vie with each other in commemorsting the world-wide fame of
Custer &nd his men,

It 1s for the Court to decide on sll the facts whether
Ma j. Heno is in any way responsible for the defeat of the 7th
Cevalry and the messscre of Uen., Custer and Rdis ecommend.

ird. W#Whether or not Ma), Heno exhibited cowardice 1in the
battle &t any time is a melter which must be more in the nuture
of presumptive evidence than of direct’: or positive proof,
Fhough the mejority of witnesses have testified that they them-
selves saw no direct indicetion of cowsrdice yet 1L must be re-
membered that theséd statements are very much in the nature.of
opinicns. Three uncontradicted witnesses, Dr. Forter, Herendeen,
and Capt. Godfrey, svear to sctlons menifesting confusion, fear,
end nervous timidity., Lisut. Edgerly testifies es to the alaless
firing of & pistol by Haj. Reno, &t & thoussnd ysrds from the
eneuy, which he conatrued as an set of defisnce - defilence at
throe:qusrtern of a« mile with & pistol is nelther ovtdone: of
coolness nor courage. The direct o}idoncc of Churchill .;dor
FPett as to the nature of Maj, Reno's conduct on uanm nigh
June £6th may be taken as eén illustration of Ke . ol. T
cherscter. The testimony of all three is substantially den
by Maj. Reno, and the Gourt must decide ss to credibility,
Or. Porter testifies thet ¥aj. Heno offered him bis ca;biz:
when going into the fight; when reaching bhonhill Drii-orit; i
refers to the desorslization, to which Haj, Heno r'pil.' thate
e ocharge”. Lieut. Varnum rushes to the head of the yi:s colu:n.
to g.kf charge of it, sees iaj. Heno there end says nothing more.

Upon reaching the hill, or soon artor,.uaj. ileno orders

body, but there
t and bury Lieut, liodgson's
i’i:“:;;f.muﬁ.‘ﬁor spedes, &8 the pack-train had not arrived.
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He orders:Capt. French to go, and in ten minutes he orders
him back: Maj. Reno goes down himself and remains away half
an hour and it turns out that after all, Lieut. Hodgson's body
‘s not buried until the 27th and then by Capt. HcDougall, Sergt.
Davern reports the loss of his carbine and he swears thst Naj.
Reno said he had lost both his carbine and pistol. Maj. Reno
this. When advancing down the bottom Maj, Reno tells
some of his man that he will them hot work enough. Is this any
evidence of courage and coolness? Was such a remerk to a recruit
calculsted to inspire confidence and fearlessness? Lieut, Hare
I believe it was who testified that s bugle was sounded on the
advance -~ but no signel note warned the command that it was to
leave the timber. '

When Ma j. Reno arrived on the hill and saw Capt. FMenteen's
column approaching he says - according to Lieut., Hare's testi-
mony - "We have assistance now and we will avenge our dead
comrades”". Ko attempt was made until the pack-train ceme up

- which was neerly an hour afterwards,

In considerin, the opinions advanced by officers and men
two things muest necessarily e teaken into consideration: prit
de corps, and the personal interest which witnesses feel » these
may uncounsiously shape their opinions or bilaes their judgment and
the testimony of impertisl witnesses unbilased by either must al-
weys weigh heavily egainst such opinions.

Fourth.

Were Gen, Custer and his command through the cowardice or
negligence of ¥aj. Reno abandoned to their fate? The uncon-
tredicted evidence shows thet Gen, Custer did in point of fact
receive no assistance from Maj. leno who was in command of
fresh troops on the hill, The question &s to culpable negligence
is a matter of opinion and will be referred to in the next head-

ing.
Afth.

ould ¥aj., Keno have known Gen. Custer's denger? The
monnncof infogmation at command of HMaj. Reno as to the danger
of his commending officer sre settled.by the testimony of every
witnesgéave himself and Capt. Benteen.

Maj. Heno stands alone in gonyizg 1n11879 :2:: g: :::1::;
' was fighti own the river af
g:rﬁgs ﬁgif.tgzﬁz 25, 185%. ng. now states that he neither heard
firing nor was it reported to him at thet times In his officiasl
report he states "We had heard firing in that direction and knew
1t could only be Custer”, Capt. Benteen heard disputes about
firing though he heard none himself from the cuator field, 8ven
Capt. Godfrey, who admits to be somewhat deaf, svears that he

heard more or less firing from thet directiqgn. L!h %2%&:n=;§:d

-%8&?%&-%%%»%!i‘.!%ﬁii%%ﬁ’i% iﬁﬁnﬁaﬁﬂﬁcﬁiﬁ‘ﬁr %ﬁijhoatllo village.

Vol. 2 = p. 241



It thﬁn seens clear from the evidence and from the fact
that ¥aj. Reno, by his own adalssion, elready knew the presence
of & heavy force of the enexny between himself end Gen, Custer

that he had every reasonable means of knowi that his Command-
ing Officer was in great danger, o - .

Sixth,

The question as to the spirit in which Ma]. Reno entered

gha battle is settled by himself in his own testimony; he says:

I hed known Gen. Custer as s soldier for a long time, and I
hed no eonfidence in his ability as e soldier; I had known him
ell through the war", It is for the Court to determine from
his om open statement and from the facts developed from the
evidence wheth r he heartily supported .his commender., Ubedience
is born of confidence and respect and for some reason Haj. Heno
seeus to have entertained toward Gen, Custer neither of
these genercus sentiments, Yhen we remember the brillisnt
record of the gallant Custer; the continued confidence reposed
in him during an eventful war; his repid ascension in rank end
esteem in the hearts of the American people we naturally pause
with sstonishment that any of nis subordinate commenders should
despise his ability as a soldier,

The finel guestion, es to other matters affecting #aj. Reno's

co ring the battle of June 25, and 26, is plain and clear

as to facts, while copinions are as various es it is possible for
them to be., The bravery of the officers and men under Xaj. Heno's
command during the fighting on these two days is without question.
The gellant charges made by Cepts. Benteen, ¥Welr, MecDougell, and
others, werit the highest praise;  but whether the conduet of Haj.
Reno was all that could be expected or required of e Commandin
Officer is for the Court to determine from the evidence adduced.

1 desire to especially invite the attention of the “ourt to
the great diversity of opinions as to the number of hostile
Indisns - the estimates vary all the way from 150C to 9000 war-
riors, one witness thinks there were from three to six werriors
to & lodge. The moving village 18 described es 2§ miles long snd
about § mile wide - & dense mass es closely pecked as could be |
to move along. MHow allowing 54 square feet for each pony, that arees
would contsin 1,134.220 ponies; but sllowing 216 square feet for
each pony would give 283.566, If there were 28,000 ponies each
one would heve a spece of 2160 square feet which would make them
appear somewhat scattered. iajor Heno in his official report
says: "I think we were fighting all the Sioux Natfon : and also
6¢ll the despsredoes, renegedes, half-breeds and squaw men be-
tween the Missouri and the Arkansas and east of the Hoeky =
dountaeins, end they must have numbered at least 2500 warriors”,
It will thus be seen that there are no meens of arriving et any-
thing like & reasonsbly correct estimate of the number of warriors
in thst hostile villsge., dJudglng from the variety of opinions
that matter can never be settled. 1 fear 1t will forever resain

dnvolved in doubt and obscurity.

L wish ‘to i.nvi.ﬁo the at,t.ontion_-of the Court to
a r.-13r23?°§::::3=- from the official report of “aj. Heno, :  ;
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In lpotk1n§ of the division of the regiment into battalions

he seys: "I assumed command of the coupanies assigned to

me and without any definite orders moved forward with the

rest of the column and well to its left", "I saw Benteen
moving ferther to the left end as they passed he told me he
had #rdoru to move well to the left end sweep everything Lefore
him.” After deseribing the moving off of the Indian village on
the 26th, Haje. Heno says"We now thought of Custer, of whom
nothing had been heard and nothing seen since the firing in

his direction about & pe.m. on the evening of the 25th and we
concluded thet the Indians hed gotten between him and us and
driven him toward the boat at the mouth of the Little Big

Horn fiver", Capt. Benteen, in refsrence to hils move to the
left states in his report which sccompenies that of ¥aj. Reno
that "I hed then gone about fully ten miles, the ground was
terribly hard on horses so I determined to carry out the

other instructions, which were that if, in my judgment, there
was nothing to be seen of Indiens, valleys, ete. in the direc-

tion I was going to return witl the battallion to the trail the
comunand was following."

The Court has patiently investigsted all matters couing
within the scope of this inquiry, and is now in possession of
& number of esteblished facts upom which its opinion is to be
based.

I believe that my duty is done end I wish to express to
the Court my thanks for its pstience end forbearance end to
the talented and accomplished counsel who kas so ably represented
Mej. Reno in this inquiry, I wish to say thet his conneetion with
this case has been to me most pleasant and instructive.

ourt was them cleared and closed for deliberatios,
323 EISar maturely considering the evidence adduced, re-
ports the following fects and its opinion in this case.
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The Court of Inquiry esseubled Dy Special 0O
- H
dated Headquarters of the Army, A.G.Of Fffsh to:?.;:vogﬁof'&gsth '
13'78{ reporta in obedience to that order the’ ' y

: following fact -
volving the econduct of ila jor Marcus A, Reno, 7" cnva?gy. 1n. -

roprd to the Battle of the Little Big Horn fought June 25 and
26", 1876: '

1st. On the morning of the 25" of June 1876 the 7" Cavalry,
Lieutenant Colonel G. i. Custer coummanding, operating against

the hostile Indiais in Montana Territory, near the Little Big
Horn River, was divided into four battalions, two of which were
coumanded by Colonel Custer in person, with the exception of one

company in charge of the pack train, - one by ¥a jor Heno and one
by Captain F. %, Benteen,

i

This division took plsce from sbout twelve (12) to

;lftun (16) miles from the scene of the battle or battles af terwars
oughte.

The column under Captain Benteen received orders to move
to the left for en indefinite distance (to the first and
second valleys) mnting Indiens with orders to charge any
it aight meet with,

The battelion under ia jor Heno received orders to
draw out of the column, snd doing so marched parallel and only
e short distance from the columm commended by Colonel Custer.

2nd. About three or four miles from what afterwards was found
to be the Little Big Horn River where the fighting took place,
Mg jor Reno received orders to move forward as rapidly as he
thought prudent until coming up with the Indians who were re-
ported fleeing, he would charge them and drive sverything be-
fore him, snd would receive the support of the column under

" Colonal Custer,

. ence to the orders (given by Colonel Custer)
g:dpuhlanB:min merched to the left (south) at an angle of about
forty-five degrees, but meeting an imprscticeble country, was
forced by it to marech more bto his right than the angle above
{ndiceted, and nearer approaching a parsallel route to that
trail folioud by the rest of the command.

obedience to the orders given him moved on
::h; r::é":pgzngﬁ ’é:o msin Indian trail until reaching the Little
Big Horn River, which he forded, and halted for & few moments to |

reform his battalion.

or he marched the battalion forward

towards th:rgr‘x:i:;t:im, down stream or in & noriherly "
dg:tction two compenies in line of battle and m;o l,;nlmw "

¢l bm.zt half way to the point where he finally hs »
wh . broué,hc the company in reserve, forward to the line of
when he ontinuing the movesent at a fast trot or ganag until' S
b;:t].o, :nmg over & distence of about two u;.: ;l:;n“ e ha M |
:nd.:iz;ount.od to fight on foot, at & point o m pon whiegh
the right flank of nis pattalion rested. _ |

After fighting in this' formation for less than half en
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hour, the Indiensg passing to his left » _-
his front, the skiruish line was ear, and appearing in

withdrawn t
the fight continued for s short ¢ wn Lo the timber and

ime, ha <
five minutes in all, when the cohana oF 58 v or Seeny

was mounted or nearly all of it
ted, formed and st a rapid ait was with ’
on the opposite side of the rivzr. ’ s E

In this movement one of ficer end sbout sixteen soldiers
and citizens were left in the woods besides one wounded man

or more, two citizens and thirteen soldi
2 sr%. il g soldiers rejoining the come

In this retreat kajor Heno's bettelion lost some twenty-

nine men in killed amd wounded, end three officera,.including
Doctor De Wolf, killed.

. 8the In the weantime Captain Eentesn having carried out as
far as was practiceble the spirit of his crders, turned in
the direction of the route talken by the remsinder of the regi-
ment and reaching the trail followed it to near the erossing
of the Little Big lorn, reaching there sbout the sewe time
Heno's command was cross the river in retreat lower down
and finslly joined his 1fon with thet of Heno on the hill,
Forty minutes or an hour lster the pack train which had
been left behind, on the trail, by the rapid movement of the.
command, and the delays incident to its msreh, joined the united
- command, which then consisted of seven companies, together with
about thirty (30) or thirty five (35) men belonging to the
companies under Colonel Cuater,

6th., After detaching Benteen's and Keno's columis, Colonel
WI;CI‘ noved with his immediaste command on the trall followed
by Reno to & point within sbout one mile of the river, where

he diverged to the right (or northward) following the general
direction of the river to a point about four miles below that
aftervards taken by Major Heno, where he 2nd his commend were
destroyed by the hostiles. The last 1living witness of t.hi_..
march, Trumpeter Martin, left Colonel Custer's commend when.

it u: about two miles distant from the field where it afters
wards uzet its fete. There isnothing more in evidence as to
this commend, seve that firing was heard proceeding from tta :
direction, from sbout the time Heno retreated froa the bottom
up to the time the pack train was approsching the position on the

hill.

s the
. which indicated fighting was concluded before
nnuaﬁmﬁﬁﬁm' {n Major Heno's command for the movement

whieh wes efterwards sttempted.

nd 'n proper provision
distribution of ammnition a

. h“::rmdoth.d men, Ma jor Heno's entire oom?und uowdhdcm: ;h‘
s & the direction it was thought Custer's column had arcn,
m.znighloh it was known Ceneral PYerry'es commsnd was to be found,

ficiently fer to discover that

ommand, upon which it
aaan ou imperil the entire ¢ nely !
:::moon.du.wm l'-ch: ;oai‘t’;ion foruerly occupled, and mede & success-

ful resistence, 'till succor reached 1T.

This movemenli wes ecarrisd suf

e defense of the position pn the hill was & heroic one
against fearful odds. aat e J
» ' Rad e
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The conduct of the officers throughout was excellent and
while subordinates in some instances did mofe for the safety
of the command by brillisnt dlsplsys of courage than did ¥gjor

Heno there was nothing in his conduet which v
from this Court, - " ch requires enimadversion

OPINION.

It 1s the conclusion of this Court in view of all the facts in
evidence, thet no fur her procesdings are necessary in this case,

and it expresses thils opinion din complisnce with the eoncluding
clsuse of the order convening the Court.- )

Jno. H. King,
Colonel 9" ¥fantry
President.
J« ¥ Lee
1" Lieutenent & Adjutant 9" Infantry
Recorder.-

There being no further business before 1t, the Lourt at §
o'ecloek P.¥, adjourned sine die.

Jno H, King
Colonel 9" Infantry
President
Je ¥, Lee
1" Lieutenant % Adjutunt 9" Infantry
R”Ol‘d‘l‘--

Headquarters of the Ar.y ¥ashington D.C., March 5th, 1879.
The findings of the Court of Inguiry in the case of Yejor Heno
are approved » the proceedings ere respectfully forwarded to
the Hon. Seecretary of “ar.

W. Ts Sherman,
General,

The proceedings and findings ave aporoved by order of the
President.

Geo. W. HeCrary,
Secy of Wer

¥arch 5. 1879.
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