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EXHIBIT M-1, LIFE MAGAZINE 
 

Early in the conduct of hearings, a copy of LIFE Magazine, 
 

dated 5 Dec 69, pages 36 to 42, was entered into the record. 
 

The purpose was solely for identification of the photographs; 
 

the accompanying article was not referred to as part of the 
 

exhibit. This was done prior to the receipt of the color 
 

photographs taken at My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968 by Mr. Ronald 
 

Haeberle. Color photographs which correspond to those appearing 
 

in LIFE Magazine have been received and entered into evidence 
 

as follows: 
 

LIFE Page No. Exhibit No. 
 , 

36 P-29 
 

37 P-40 
 

38 (Upper) P-41 
 

38 (Lower) P-38 
 

39 Not Available to Inquiry 
 

40 (Upper) P-331 
 

40 (Lower) P-35 
 

41 P-39 
 

42 P-34 
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Exclusive pictures, eyewitness accounts 
Vot. 67. No.23 

December 5.1969 

e Massacre a 
 

Sprinting for cover, men of Company C left the helicopters that I'err~ed them in for the assault on Myla1 

The action at Mylai received only a passing mention a t  
the weekly Saigon briefing in March of 1968. Elements 

of the America1 Division had made contact with theenemy 
near Quangngai city and had killed 128 Vietcong. There 
were a few rumors of civilian deaths, but when the Army 
looked into them-a month after the incident-it found 
nothing to warrant disciplinary measures. The matter might 
have ended there except for a former GI, Ron Ridenhour, 
now a California college student. After hearing about My- 
lai from former comrades, he wrote letters to congressmen 
warning that "something rather dark and bloody" had tak- 
en place. Now an officer has been charged with murder of 
"an unknown number of Oriental human beings" at My- 
lai.  and  14 other men of Companv C. First Battalion. 20th 
Infantry are under investigation. Congressmen are de­
manding to know what happened a t  Mylai, who ordered 

Photographed by RONALD L. HAEBERLE 

it, and whether or not U.S. troops have committed similar 
acts in Vietnam. 

Because of impending courts-martial, the Army will say 
little. The South Vietnamese government, which has con- 
ducted its own investigation, states that Mylai was "an act 
of war" and that any talk of atrocities is just Vietcong pro- 
paganda. This is not true. The pictures shown here by Ron- 
ald Haeberle, an Army photographer who covered the mas- 
sacre, and the interviews on the following pages confirm a 
story of indisputable horror-thedeliberate slaughter ofold 
men, women, children and babies. These eyewitness ac- 
counts, by the men of Company C and surviving villagers, 
indicate that the American troops encountered little if any 
hostile fire. found virtually no enemy soldiers in the village 
and suffered only one casualty, apparently a self-inflicted 
wound. The people of Mylai were simply gunned down 

"Guys were about to shoot these people," Pho- 
tographer Ron Haeberle remembers. "I yelled, 
'Hold if,' and shot my picture. As 1 walked away, 
I heard M16s open up. From the corner of my eye 
I saw bodies falling, but I didn't turn to look." 
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"This man wa 
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When L left 

Haeberle lound the bodles above on a road lead- "When these two boys were shot at," says Hae- 
Ing from the village "Most were women and ba- berle, "the older one fell on  the l~ t t le  one, as ~f 
bles. It looked a s  ~f they t r ~ e d  to gel away " to protect h ~ m  Then the guys fin~shed them off" 
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"This man was old and tremblingso that he could 
hardly walk. He looked like he wanted to cry. 
When 1 left him I heard two rifle shots." 

'The order was to destroy 
Mylai and everything in it' 
These photographs r~ttdthefirst detailedeye~t~iltiess o f M y l ~ i  were brought accoun~ 
to light by Joseph Eszterhas, a reporrerfor rhe ClevelandPIain Dealer. H e  helped 
prepare ,/re follo~ving arricle. based on his own intervienzs wirh Pliotogrupher 
Ron Haeberle and reporrts from LIFE Correspondenis Dale Witmer. John Suur. 
Totn Flaherty and Reg Brogonier and Slringers Kenr Demurer and Jane Esres. 

n the day before their mission the men 
of Company C met for a briefing after 
supper. The company commander, Cap- 

tain Ernest Medina, read the official prepared 
orders for the assault against Mylai and spoke 
for about 45 minutes, mostly about the pro- 
cedures of movement. At least two other com- 
~anieswould also participate. They, like Com- 
pany C, were elements of  Task Force Barker, 
named for its commander. Lt. Colonel Frank 
Barker, who was to die in action three months 
later. But only Company C would actually en- 
ter the cluster of  huts known as Mylai 4. 

"Captain Medina told us that this village 
was heavily fortified." recalls one of his squad 
leaders, Sgt. Charles West. "He said i t  was 
considered extremely dangerous and he want- 
e&us to be on our toes at all times. He told us 
there was supposed to be a part of  the 98th 
NVA Regiment and the 48th VC Battalion 
there. From the intelligence that higher levels 
had received. hesaid, thisvillageconsisted only 
of North Vietnamese army. Vietcong. and VC 
families. He said the order was to destroy My- 
lai and everything in it." 

Captain Medina was a stocky, crew-cut, hard- 
nosed disciplinarian whom his men called 
"Mad Dog Medina." Men respected him: to 
Charles West he was one of "the best of- 
ficers I've known." Most of  them had served 
under Medina since the company had formed 
the previous year in Hawaii as C Company, 
First Battalion, 20th Infantry, l l t h  Light In- 
fantry Brigade. 

"As far as I'm concerned, Charlie Compa- 
ny was the best company to ever serve in Viet- 
nam." says West. "Charlie Company was a 
company, not just a hundred and some men 
they call a company. We operated together or 
not at all! We cared about each and every in- 
dividual and each and every individual's prob- 
lems. This is the way that we were taught by 
Captain Medina t'o feel toward each other. We 
were like brothers.'' 

Mylai 4 was one of nine hamlets, each des- 
ignated by a number. which were clustered 
near the village of Songmy. a name sometimes 
used also for the hamlets. The men of Com- 
pany C called the area "Pinkville" because i t  
wascolored roseon their military mapsand be­
cause these fertile coastal plains long had been 
known as Vietcong territory. Pinkville was 
only seven miles northeast of the provincial 
capital ofQuangngai, where. during theTet of- 
fensive only a month before. Vietcong and 
North Vietnamese troops had boldly occupied 
portions of the city. Soon Company C would 
use the name Pinkville not only for the entire 
area but for the single hamlet Mylai 4. 

Company C had seen its first real combat in 

the previous weeks, all of i t  around Pinkville. 
A couple of  weeks before, sniper fire from 
across the river had killed one man. His bud- 
dies believed the fire had come from Mylai 4. 
Two weeks before, enemy land mines had 
killed five men and wounded 22. Several days 
before, in a hamlet near Mylai 4. a booby trap 
made from an unexploded artillery shell had 
killed one of the GIs' favorite squad leaders, 
Sgt. George Cox. 

"I was his assistant squad leader," recalls 
Charles West. "On the way back to camp I 
was crying. Everybody was deeply hurt, right 
up to Captain Medina. Guys were going 
around kicking sandbags and saying. 'Those 
dirty dogs, those dirty bastards.' " 

At the briefing, says West. "Captain Me­
dina told us we might get a chance to revenge 
the deaths of  our fellow GIs." Afterward the 
men held a memorial service for George Cox. 
but the ritual of  mourning was more like a 
pep rally for the forthcoming action. 

"Captain Medina didn't give an order to go 
in and kil l women or children." says West. 
"Nobody told us about handlingcivilians, be- 
cause at the time Idon't think any of us were 
aware of the fact that we'd run into civilians. 
Ithink what we heard put fear into a lot o f  
our hearts. We thought we'd run into heavy re- 
sistance. He was telling us that here was the 
enemy, the enemy that had been killing our 
partners. This was going to be our first real 
live battle. and we had made up our minds we 
were going to go in and with whatever means 
possible wipe them out." 

Shortly after sunrise on March 16, 1968. a 
bright, clear. warm day, the helicopters began 
lifting approximately 80 men of Company C 
from the base camp at Landing Zone Dottie 
and delivering them II kilometers away in the 
paddles west of  Mylai 4. 

Army Photographer Sgt. Ron Haeberle and 
SP5 Jay Roberts, both of  the 31st Public In- 
formation Detachment, came in on the sec- 
ond helicopter lift. Haeberle. who had been 
drafted out of  college, had only a week left on 
his tour in Vietnam. Neither man had seen 
much action. They had volunteered for this op- 
eration because the word was out that i t  would 
be "a hot one." The squad the two were as- 
signed to was getting its arders by walkie-talk- 
ie from Captain Medina. Haeberle was carry- 
ing three cameras-one for the Army, two o f  
hisown. (He turned in his black-and-white film 
to the Army. The Army took no action at that 
time but apparently intends to use the film as 
evidence in the court-martial proceedings.) 
Roberts, a college student who had volun- 
teered for the draft, took pad and pencil. Their 
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mission was to prepare news releases aiid a re- 
port for the brigade newspaper. 

"We landed about 9 or 9:30 in a field of  el- 
ephaiit grass." says Varnado Simpson. then a 
19-year-old assistant platoon leader from Jack- 
son. Miss. Gunships had prepped the area 
with Minipuns and grenade launchers. I t  was 
clear and very warm and il got warmer. "Our 
lariding zone was the outskirts o f  town. on the 
lel i  Rank. There were about 25 o f  us and we 
went directly into the villape. There wasn't any 
enemy fire. We'd come up on a koo'ch. we'd 
search it to see i f  there was someone in it. I f  
there was no one in it. we'd burn it down. We 
lbund people in some. and we took some back 
to the intelligence people for questioning. 
Some ran. we tried to tell them not to run. 
There were about 15. Some stopped. About 
five or six were killed." 

Haeberle and Roberts moved through the rice 
fields toward a hil l  in  back o f  the village area. 
Haeberle was with 10 or 15 GIs when he saw 
a cow and heard shots at the same time. The 
shooting was straight ahead. A G I  shot a cow 
and then others kept pumping bullets into the 
cow until the cow finally fell. 

"OR to the right." says Haeberle, "a wom-

Haeberle remernbel-s that the body in  rront or a Intent on destroying everyth:ng that might be of 
burniig house (uho~, r )kept twitching and that use to the Vietcong. a ssldier (h:,k~u')stokes a lire 
one G I  commented. "He's got ghosts in hini." with the baskets used to dry rice and roots. 
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an's form. a head, appeared from some brush. 
A l l  the other GIs started firing at her. aiming 
at her. firing at her over and over again. She 
had slumped over into one o f  those things that 
stick out o f  the rice paddies so that her head 
wasa propped-up target. There was no attempt 
to question her or anythine. They just kept 
shooting at her. You could see the bones fly- 
ing in the air chip by chip. Jay and I.we just 
shook our heads." 

"There were a whole lot o f  Vietnamese peo- 
ple that Iespecially liked." recall!. Sgt. Charles 
West o f  his year in Vietnam. "Most of  them 
wereat this orphanage Iused to visit frequent- 
ly after i came off field duty. I 'd go down there 
and the people would try to teach me more o f  
the Vietnamese language and they would ex- 
plain a lot of customs that Iwanted to know 
something about." 

Charles West led his squad o f  13 men 
through the rice paddies and heard the sound 
of  gunfire. They were coming down a sharply 
winding trail and were keeping a close watch 
for booby traps. They turned a curve in the 
trail and there. 25 feet ahead o f  them. were six 
Vietnamese. some with baskets, coming to- 
ward them. "These people were running into 
us," he says, "away from us, running every 

us they were VC' 
which way. It's hard to distinguish a mama- 
san from a papa-san when everybody has on 
black pajamas." He and his squad opened fire 
with their M16s. Then he and his men kept 
going down the road toward the sound o f  the 
gunfire in the village. 

"Ihad said in my heart already." says West, 
"and 1 sa~d  in my m ~ n d  that 1 would not let 
Vietnam beat me. Ihad two accomplishments 
to make. The first was to serve my govern- 
ment and to accomplish my mission while I 
was in Vietnam. M y  second accomplishment 
was to get back home." 

"There was a little boy walking toward us in 
a daze." says Haeberle. "He'd been shot in 
the arm and leg. He wasn't crying o r  making 
any noise." Haeberle knelt down to photo- 
graph the boy. A G I  knelt down next to him. 
"The G I  fired three shots into the child. The 
first shot knocked him back, the second shot 
lifted h im into the air. The third shot put h im 
down and the body fluids came out. The G I  
just simply got up and walked away. I t  was a 
stroboscopic effect. We were so close to h im i t  
was blurred." 

"The people who ordered it probably didn't 
think it would look so bad," saysSgt. Michael 

A. Bernhardt, who asserts he refused to take 
part in  the killings. 

As he entered the village, Bernhardt recalls, 
a plane was circling above, warning the peo- 
ple in Vietnamese to leave. "Leaflets were 
dropped ahead o f  time, but that doesn't work 
with the Vietnamese people. They have very 
lew possessions. Ihe vlllage we went Into was 
a permanent-type village. I t  had hard walls, 
tile roofs, hard floors and furniture. The peo- 
ple really had no place to go. The village is 
about all they have. So they stay and take what- 
ever comes. 

"It was point-blank murder. Only a few o f  
us refused. I just told them the hell with this. 
I 'm not doing it. Ididn't think this was a law- 
ful order." 

"To us they were no civilians," says Varnado 
Simpson. "They were VC sympathizers. You  
don't call them civilians. T o  us they were VC. 
They showed no ways or means that they 
wasn't. You don't have any alternatives. You  
got to do something. I f  they were VC and 
got away. then they could turn around and 
k i l l  you. You're risking your life doing that 
work. And  i f  someone kills you, those peopla 

CONTINUED 

"Th~s man and two llttle boyspoppedupfrom no- 
where." says Haeberle "The GIs 1 was wllh 
opened up, then moved in close to fin~sh them." 
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'They might have been wild 
 

Varnado Simpson of Jackson, 
Miss. hasn't forgotten the old 
woman and the child, dead in a 
smoldering doorway. "We saw a 
man running away from us, but he 
had a weapon. There were two run- 
ningalongwith him. Whatelse was 
there to  do? Run uo and beg them 
t o  stop? I had orders to  shoot any- 
one that ran. They were about 20 
yardsaway. I couldn't see thechild. 
I used my M l 6 .  . . I noticed it was 
a woman and child when 1 walked 
over. It's hard to tell what they are 

Someone will always 
be pointing a finger 
at  me and saying, 
'He was one of them' 

from the back. . . . The man? He 
got away. 

"They can't punish me for that. 
Big officials are saying it doesn't 
matter that we were under orders, 
we're still guilty-but I don't see 
that. If you're under orders, you're 
soins to  be nunished for not do- 
ing it and punished if you do. I 
didn't like what happened, but 1 
didn't decide." 

Simpson's grandmother saw this 
picture and said quietly, "Lord, 
have mercy." 

CONTINUED 

aren't going to feel sorry for you." 

Lt. William Calley Jr.'s platoon was 
[he first to  arrive in the center of My- 
lai. "There was about 40, 45 people 
tbat we gathered in the center of the 
v;llage," ex-Pvt. Paul Meadlo told 
CBS News. "And we placed them in 
there. and it was like a little island, 
right there in the center of the village, 
I'd say. 

"Men, women, children. Babies. 
And we all huddled them up. We 
made them squat down, and Lieuten- 
ant Calley came over and said, you 
know what to d o  with them, don't 
you? And I said yes. So I took it for 
granted that he just wanted us to  
watch them. And he left, and came 
back about 10 or  15 minutes later, and 
said how come you ain't killed them 
yet? And I told him that I didn't think 
you wanted us to  kill them, that you 
just wanted us to  guard them. He said, 
no. I want them dead. He  stepped 
back about 10, 15 feet, and he started 
shooting them. And he told me to 
start shooting. S o  I started shooting, 
I poured about four clips into the 
group. 

"I fired them on automatic-you 
just spray the area and so you can't 
know how many you killed 'cause 
they were going fast. 

"We're rounding up more, and we 
had about seven o r  eight people. And 
we was going to throw them in the 
hootch, and well, we put them in the 
hootch and then we dropped a hand 
grenade down there with them. And 
somebody holed up in the ravine, and 
told us to  bring them over to the ra- 
vine, so we took them back out, and 
led them over too-and by that time, 
we already had them over there, and 
they had about  70,75 people, all gath- 
ered up. S o  we threw ours in with them 
and Lieutenant Calley told me, he 
said, Meadlo, we got another job to 
do. And so we walked over to  the peo- 
ple, and he started pushing them off 
and started shooting . . . off into the 
;a.vinc. 1: c. 2i:ck. Ar.d sc n c  s:c::­
ed pushing them off and we started 
shooting them, so altogether we just 
pushed them all off, and just started 
using automatics on them. Men, 
women, and children. 

"And babies. And so we started 

shooting them, and somebody told us 
to  switch off to  single shot so that we 
could save ammo. So we switched off 
to  single shot, and shot a few more 
rounds." 

"There was no expression on the 
American faces," says Haeberle. "I 
couldn't believe it. They weredestroy- 
ing everything. They were doing it all 
very businesslike. The Vietnamese 
saw the Americans but didn't run. 
They kept on walking until the GIs 
saw them and started shooting. Some 
of the people started pulling their an- 
imals off the road and hiding behind 
trees. The GIs were opening up with 
M16s, machine guns and grenade 
launchers. The grenade launcher 
made a KAPLOW sound." 

Pfc. Charles Gruver of Tulsa, Okla., 
was the first eyewitness to  report what 
he had seen to his old friend Ron Ri- 
denhour, the man who set off the new 
Army investigation by writing to con- 
gressmen. Gruver says he had been in 
other operations around Mylai, "but 
we had never killed civilians before. 
We had never been under orders to 
wipe things out before." 

Gruver told Ridenhour of seeing a 
small boy, about three o r  four years 
old: "The boy was clutching h ~ s  
wounded arm with his other hand 
while blood trickled between his fin- 
gers. Hejust stood there with bigeyes 
staring around like he didn't under- 
stand. Then the captain's RTO [radio 
operator] put a burst of 16 [MI61 fire 
into him." 

"On other missions," says Sgt. West, 
"the GIs  would take their fruit and 
maybe a can of pork and beans and 
give the rest to  the Vietnamese peo- 
ple. 1 always thought it would be a 
treat if I could give them my pears or  
my peaches o r  something like that. 
The people seemed like they appre- 
ciated it. . 

"Just about anywhere we went on 
:r, operatio:: u,c.::!?vays !>a(! !<ids re!­
lowing us, and most of the kids we 
would know by name. In a lot ofcases 
1 could actually say the people were 
actually looking out for us. Kids 
would meet us two or  three miles out- 
side a village. We didn't have to use 
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KEY PHRASES. 

E ~ H VIETNAMESE 

Hah 	 Wng lei 
Ley dovn vour gun Bu8ng 10ng xuhg 

Put up your hands h a  tav ICn 
THE ENEMY IN YOUR HANDS

Keep your hands on your head h a  tav lhdlu 
AS A MEMBER OF THE US MILITARY FORCES, 

I will search you T8i hhbm 8ng YOU WILL COMPLY WITH THE GENEVA 
PRISONER OF WAN CONMNTIONS OF 1949

fbng n6i chuv@n TO WHICH YOUR COUNTRY ADHERES. UNDER 
.Walk there Lei dbrm- kia 	 THESE CONVENTIONS : 

YOU CAN AND WlLL
Turn Right Xsv bk phli 	 

DISARM YOUR PRISONER 
Turn Leh Xsy bk tr6i 	 IMMEDIATELY SEARCH HIM THOROUGHLY 

REQUIRE HIM TO BE SILENT 
SEGREGATE HIM FROM OTHER PRISONERS 
GUARD HIM CAREFULLY 

" The uuraqe and skill of our men in battle TAKE HIM TO THE PLACE DESIGNATED BY 
YOUR COMMANDER,ill be matched by their magnanimitv vhen the battleyOU MUST NOT

& And .IAmerbn military ah in mATYOUR PRISOyER
.ill stop a uxn as aggression by 0 t h  is S ~ ~ ~ I A T EOR MCRAM HIM 

TAKF ANY OF HIS PERSONA1 FFFFCTS WHICHoo-	 M.lilTARi ."AiU.E.No.T.. HAVEslGNlnCANf
REFUSE HIM MEDICAL TREATMENT IF REOUIRED 

21 August 11965 Lyndon B. ~ V A I L A E L E  

ALWAYS TREAT YOUR PRISONER HUMANELY 

THE ENEMY IN YOUR HANDS 

1. KANDLE HIM FIRMLY, PROMTPLY, BUT HUM4NELY. 

The captive in your hands must be disarmed, searched, secu­

red and watched. But he must also be treated at all timesas a human beinp. He 
must not be iortured, klllej, m~tilated,cr degraded, even i f  he r e f u s  !o talk. 
II the captive i; a woman, treat her with all respect dus her re*. 

2. TAKE THE CAPTIVE 4UICKLY TO SECURITY 

As soon as possible evacuate the captive to a place of rafety and 
interrogation daignated by your commander. Military documents taken f~omthe 
captive are also sent to the interrogators, but the captive wiil keep his personal 

equiplnent except weapons. 

3. MISTREATMENT OF ANY CAPTIVE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE. 
EVERY SOLDIER IS PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENEMY IN HIS 

It  is both dishonorable and IoolisC to mis!reat a captive. I t  is also a 

punishable ollrnse. Not even a beaten enemy will surrender if he knows his 

captors wi!l to~tureor kill him. He will resist and make his capture more cmtly. 

Fair treatment of captives encourages the enemy !o surrender. 

4. TREAT THE SICK AND WOUNDED CAPTIVE AS BEST YOU CAN, 

The captive saved may he an intelligecce source. In any case he is 

a human being and nrust be treated like one. The soldier who ;gnorrs the sick 
and wounded degr~deshis unilorm. 

5. ALL PERSONS IN YOUR HANDS, WHETHER SUSPECTS, CIVI­
LIANS, ORCOMBAT CAPTIVTXKUSTBE PROTECTFDAGAINST VIOLENCE. 
INSULTS, CURIOSITY, AND REPRISALS OF ANY KIND. 

Leave punishment to the court\ and ,udges. The old me^. shows his strength 

by his fairness, lirmness, and human~tyto t h ~persons in his hands. 

EXHIBIT M-3 
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GUIDANCE FOR CWIIDERS I I I  VIETNAM 

-

7. 	 Use your f i r e p e r  vith care and dircrimina- 

tion. particularly in populated areas. 

8 .  Capitalize on pmywar opportunitiem. 

9. 	 Asmi-t in "revo:utiorury development" vith em-
phas~m on prxority aream and on civrc action 
wherever feasible. 

10. Encourage and help Viemameme military and 
paramilitary unitm; involve &ern in your-opra-  
tions at every opportunity. 

11. 	 Be smarter and more skillful than the enemy; 
mtimulate profesaiaulism, alertnear and tacti- 
cal ingenuity; seize every opportunity to enhan- 
ce  training of men and unit..,, 

U. 	 Keep yom officers and men well informed. 
aware of the nine ruler for personnel of MACV. 
and mindful of the tdchniques of communimt 
inmrgenry and the rolc of f ree  world forcem 
in Vietnam. 

'13. 	 ).kintain an a le r t  "open door" policy on corn- 
plLInta and a senmitivity to detection and cor- 
rection of malpractices. 

14. d e c o p i z e  bravery ard  outstarding work. 

15. 	 h s p c t  frequently u d t s  two echelons b l o w  
your level to iamure cornpJlnce wlth the 
foregoing. 

MACV 68 - 4 	 22 /9 /66  

EXHIBIT M-4 
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Quang Ngai Province ! 50. T i ~ h ,  28 March 1968 Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  

R
1 	 No. 181/HC/ST/M 

FROM: 	 1LT Tran Ngoc Tan 
 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief 
 

m: 	 h a n g  Ngai Prorinc. Chief 

SUBJECT: 	 Confirmation of Allied Troope Shooting a t  the  Reeidents of Tu Cung 
Hamlet, Coordinates BS 721795 

I! It i s  respec t fu l ly  reported that :  

On 19 March 1968, an element of t he  US Forces (uns ec i f ied ,  because t h i s  
D i s t r i c t  Headquarters had not been not i f ied  of t he  operation{ conducted an opera­
t i on  a t  Tu Cung H d e t  (BS 721795)~ Son My Village, Son Tinh Di s t r i c t .  It was 
reported t h a t  when the  elenent entered the  hamlet, one of i ts  members was k i l l e d  
and some o thers  wounded by a VC booby-trapped mine. A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  VC opened 
up f iercely.from t h e i r  posi t ions i n  t h e  hamlet. Meanwhile, t h e  US troops used 
intense firepower while moving in w i t h a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  upp port, i n f l i c t i n g  
in ju r i e s  on a number of hamlet r e s iden t s  because t h e  VC mingled with the  popul- 
ation. 

Observation by t h i s  Headquarters: 

The Tu Cw~gHamlet and the  two neighboring hamlets, e.g., My Lai 
(BS 737800) and Van Thien (BS 794804)~ i n  Son My Village had become Insecvre 
eince 1964, so t h e  administrat ive a u t h o r i t i e s  of these  a r eas  had been forced t o  
f l e e  t o  Son Long (BS 638756), leaving these  hamle$s under VC control .  Casual t ies  
were ynavoidably caused t o  t he  hamlets r e s iden t s  during t h e  f i r e f i g h t ,  while 
the  l o c a l  administrat ive au tho r i t i e s  were not present i n  t h e  area. The e n e g  may 
take advantage of t h i s  incident  t o  undermine, through f a l l ac ious  propaganda, t h e  ­
pres t ige  of t h e  RVNAF, and f r u s t r a t e  t h e  Government's r u r a l  pac i f ica t ion  e f fo r t s .  

Respectfully yoi~re,  

I 

(Signed and sealed) 

; Copies to:  
S2 and S3, Quang Ngai Seotor HQ 

EXHIBIT M-5 
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EXHIBIT M-6 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=236
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=236




1. X WOULD L I K E  T O  P A S S  ON T H E  FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 

GEN WESTMORELAND: 

O P  MUSCATINE CONTACT NORTHEAST O F  QUANG N G A I  C I T Y  

ON 1 6  MARCH DEALT ENEMY HEAVY BLOW. CONGRATULATIONS TO 

O F F I C E R S  AND MEN O F  C / 1 - 2 0  I N F  AND B / 4 - 3  I N F  F O R  OUT­

STANDING A C T I O N .  

2 .  I ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS F O R  T H E  TEAM WORK AND 

A G G R E S S I V E N E S S  E X H I B I T E D  BY T H E  ABOVE MENTIONED COM­

P A N I E S  AND T O  ALL OTHERS P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  T H I S  O P E R A T I O N .  
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Exhibit M-8 and Exhibit M-9 are published 
 
in Volume 111, Book 2, Directives. 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=62
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=141
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=62
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=141
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-10 

(MAJ Watkels l e t t e r ,  16  March 1968) 

16 March 1968 

* i f f i f f  

A new opera t ion  began t h i s  morning i n  our a r e a  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  

opeaat ional  a r e a  s o  it meant we had an e a r l y  r i s e .  The b r i e f i n g  

s t a r t e d  a t  0615 and w e  took o f f  a t  0700. We had a l a r g e  number of 

people e x i t  from t h e  a s s a u l t  a r e a  but  only one man had a weapon and 

we d id  no t  get him. About an hour a f t e r  we came on s t a t i o n  we 

observed what w e  thought was a mortar.  We i n s e r t e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y  

on top  of t h e  h i l l .  It was s o  rough w e  couldn' t  land t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
/ 

We f i n a l l y  i n s e r t e d  only one squad and they d i d  f i n d  40 mortar 

rounds but no tube. We i n s e r t e d  a demoli t ion team and they (mor tars )  

were blown i n  place.  It was a good opera t ion  because t h e  i n f a n t r y  

b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  area w i l l  not  search  t h i s  h i l l .  

We j u s t  had an  OH-23 c l i p  a tree s o  t h e  blade is  probably shot .  

It r e a l l y  doesn ' t  bothermme except that t h e  b lade  a r e  near  Impossible 

t o  obta in .  A t  t h i s  very moment w e  have n o f f l y a b l e  23's. Maintenance 

has j u s t  examined our s h i p  & we do r e q u i r e  a haw blade. We have j u s t  

loca ted  a l a r g e  homemade antenna, s o  we are d i spa tch ing  a s l i c k  t o  c a l l  

i n  a r t i l l e r y .  

* * * * * * * f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f * * f f * f f f f f f f f f f f f * *  
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M - 1 1  

(MASWatkels l e t t e r ,  17 March 1968) 

17 March 1968 

* * * a *  

I d id  not  go t o  t h e  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  company today 

but I d i d  have a f u l l  day. I at tended t h e  r o u t i n e  company 

b r i e f i n g  a t  0645. The b a t t a l i o n  meeting a t  0730 and a meeting 

wi th  Gen Young, t h e  A s s t  Div Cmdr over an inc iden t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

yesterday. It d i d  not  involve my u n i t  but  some of my people 

were witnesses .  I d i d  go t o  church although I was a l i t t l e  

l a t e  (as usua l ) .  This  af ternoon I and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  Commander, 

L/Col Holfiday flew t o  Duc Pho t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  br igade commander 

r e fe rence  my u n i t  and i t s  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  Upon my r e t u r n  I met 

with a l l  my newly assigned personnel. Or ig ina l ly  I t a lked  with 

each one as he joined us  but now I ' m  not  around enough so  t h e  

XO has taken t h i s  chore. We occas ional ly  g e t  i n t o  our  l i t t l e  

d i v i s i o n  paper. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
  

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY: 
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-12 

(MAJ Watkels l e t t e r ,  18 March 1968) 

18 March 1968 

* * * * *  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I had a meeting today a t  9AM w i t h  L/Col Holliday, Gen 

Young, Col Henderson, CO of 11th  Bde and L/Col Barker, CO of 

an i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n .  My people observed an unfor tunate  a c t  

the o t h e r  day and I repor ted  it. Col Henderson has  been d i r e c t e d  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it and make a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Commanding General. 

I d i d n ' t  make any f r i e n d s  bpt my conscience i s  c l e a r .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
  

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY: 

MAS, AGC 
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10 December 1969 
 

The Chief of Staff 
 
United States Army 
 
Washington, D. C. 20310 
 

D u r  General Westmoreland: 
 

1. Following the My Lai operation 16 March 1968, 1 conducted a comand 
inquiry based upon an eyewitness report wbich suggested that noncombatants 
had possibly been killed by "wild ehooting" of ground troops and gunships 
and by conmnand c h a ~ e l  report8 that twenty noncombatants had been killed 
by artillery and gunship fire. This inquiry was initiated by me without 
guidance or knowledge of any higher headquarters. Consequently, the 
depth of the inquiry was biased solely upon my judgment. I did not treat 
it lightly; however, I was unable to produce a single addittonal witness 
or a thread of evidence to substantiate the eyewitnesses report. An 
effort to conduct a sweep in the objective area on 17 March 1968, which 
could possibly have more positively identified cause of noncombatant 
deaths and shed additional light on the subject was aborted. Following 
the initial inquiry and agaLn as a part of the formal report of investi­
gation, I advised my Division Conmander that irresponsible acts of killing 
noncombatants did not occur, I currently maintain that conviction. This 
judgment waa mine alone, and I am unwilling to share the responsibility 
with anyone. I informed the Board of Investigation, headed by Lieutenant 
General Peers, of this position at the conclusion of my testimony on 
2 December 1969. 

2. I continue to maintain the highest admiration, confidence, and faith 
 
in the integrity, fighting qualities and courage of the officers and men, 
 
11th LIB, present during the alleged incident. 
 

3. In the interest of strengthening the American people's confidence in 
its Army, and to halt a growing disenchantment within the Army junior 
officer corps, a speedy decision is urgently needed. Consequently, -I 
urge that the Army announce its findings even though the current investf- 
gation proceeds and that the responsibility without qualification be 
assigned solely to me. I, of course, defer to the Army the manner and 
substance of such announcement. 

Respectfully, 
 

ORAN K. HENDERSON 
 
Colonel, Infantry 
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A new w m g  capable of 
housing 150 t o  203 stu­
dents was dedicated last 
week in the vil lage of Duc 
Pho. 

The wing, product of 
a six-week program under- 
taken by the 29th Civil 
Affairs Co. 1s 4th Platoon 
and the people of Duc Pho, 
contains six new class­
rooms f o r  the a h  school. 

On hand fcr the  dedi- 
cation.- ceremony held in 
the shhool compound were 
CPT Nguyen, Dai Uy of Duc 
Pho; the vil lage council; 
HLJ CarL &.Wt, UCI 11 
Leader, and the officers 
and men of the CA platoon. 
COL Wan K. Henderson, 
11t h  Infantry Brigade cam- 
?anding officer,  a lso  at­
tended the dedication, as 
well as  representatives of 
the dmarical Division's 
G 5  section. 

Guest of honor fcr 
the occasion was ,CPT 
Wyckliffe T. Watson, CA 
pl?toon commnder, fcr 

(SCHOOL Cont. on Pane h )  

infantrymen of Task Force B-rker raided a Vie%b;lg 
stronghold known as nPMNlllew, six miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai. 

''Jungle Warriors, together with a r t i l l e r g  and 
helicoptar support bit the vil lage of Izi l a d  Fri­
day morning. Contacts throughout the morning and ear­
l y  afternoon reaulted in 128 enemy killed, 13 sUsF8cts 

, 

I, 
)6 
 

FNEMV I%~I / ILLETHREAKS 
 
INTO sOIDIER'S Wl i lLCT 

Speciallet Four George Ruckman is walking around 
with a hole i n  his wallet, instead of a Purple Heart 
on h& chest. 

The hole is  a souvenir l e f t  by tb viat  &ng when 
they ambushed two trucks carrging a platoon from IZ 
U z  t o  2 p t r o l  mission. SF4 Ruckman, commo chief for 
I1E" Company, 3d Battalion, 1s t  I n f ~ i r p ,  was riding on 
the back of the seat i n  the lead truck when they were 
attacked. 

He described the action: ''A hand grenade went off 
between the trucks, injuring som of the p e r s o ~ e l  i n  
the second truck. As we called f o r  a medic, small 
arms f i r e  began coming in. I f e l t  a sharp s t ing  i n  my 
rear, 3rd thought it was frp-t from the grenade be- 
cause ev~rgbody was y e u n g  theyld babn h i t  by frags." 
(RUci(pf~NCont. on Fage j ) 

detained and three weapons 
captured. 

A Task Force Barker 
company of the 1xt Battal­
ion, 20th Infantry con­
ducted a combat assaal t  
west of My Iai and quickly 
ki l led one VC while moving 
away f rom the LZ. "SharkB 
gunships from the 174th 
Aviation Company ki l l ed  
fom more enemy during the 

The infantry company, 
led by CF!T Ernest kdina, 
engaged and ki l led 14 VC 
and C ~ D ~ U P B ~  Mi ri­three 
f les, a radio ard enemy 
docusits, h i l e m v h g
towards the village. Qle 
o f t h e t e n s w p c b t . . p r e ~  
hended by the company told  
an interpreter t h a t  35 VC 
had moved into  the village 
two horn earlier. 

Ae the "Warriorsn 
moved thmugh the narshes 
a mile west of kd they 
counted 69 enemy bodies 
k i l l ed  by ground troops 
and a battery of the 6th  
Battalion, 11th Artillery. 
The batterg, comumnded by 
CPT Steven Gambel, f i r e d  
on the enemy f r o m  a h a ­
t ion  three miles t~ the 

(BARKEB Cont. on page 3) 
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Rabies is an acute, deadly virus, transmitted in 
1 ­the .  saliva of a rabid animal. Everywhere we go in 

Vietnam we f ind C?J gs, monkeys and other animals that  By Chaplain (MAJ) Carey I 
could be rabid. IDogs ard mnkeys abound i n  the f ie ld ,  and n%w TWO DIED FCR M3 I 
units keep them as mascots. ! 

Although we usuaiblg associate rabies with dog An overloaded ship, 1 

bites,  the disease can be transferred by a friendly running before a s t ~ r m ,'I
l i ck  on broken skin. suf 'tired severe dam.;?. 

Rabies i s  a very common disease in Vietnam, a d  Obviously it would ha\-c 5c 
any animal that  b i t e s  a human s h u l d ' b e  considered be abandoned. When i l -e­
rabid u n t i l  proven otherwise. Rabid animals w i l l  usu- boats were counted howevrr 
a l l y  arpear t o  be sick, nay a c t  i n  an h u s u a l  mnner, it was discovered that  
and should be avoided. there was not room f o r  a l l  

Rabies in man is always fa ta l ,  i f  not treated by the passengers and ere;?, 

medical f ac i l i t i e s .  If bi t - Someone suggested lo t s  
ten, immediate f i r s t  aJd by be cas t  t o  see who wo l ld  
washing the wound with soap q-y j  h3ve thb privslige of a 
and water is an effective umg l ifeboat seat,  and who 
to  help prevent rabies, but is - ' would remain behind to  
not a substi tute for  m d i c a l  ' ' face certain death. ,f ,-,-qbilcare. The animal should be f Among those who l o s t  
delivered t o  the veterinary , - v was a wicked sai lor .  when 
f a c i l i t y  a l ive  i f  possible for he heard his fate,  he\,,K9 ,,b,
auarantine and examination. turned deathly pale, and 
3.f it is absolutely necessary to  mutter,,,, [,(

,J'~ 

w a 
itt o  k i l l  the a-1 should ItLost.. .Lost eternally!" ., 

not be shot in the head since ' Suddenly he was picked;y' -4,'itha t  would make ~ - 2  
  

, 

the necessary up bodily and thrown un­ceremniously into the =, examination o f t h e  b r a i n b  ' 
p s s i b l e .  last lifeboat as  it was 

Despite popular,belief, the treatment f o r  rabies lowered over the side. The 
is  not m r s e  than the disease i t s e l f ,  A .suspected man who did it called af- 
case of rabies, imnediat3ly reported f o r  medical t e r  h i m ,  "Youtre not ready 
treatment is handled with l l t t l e  d i s c d r t  t o  the p- t o  die, but I am; so I t m  
t i e n t  ard very szifely. 

We cannot eliminate completely the carr iers  of ra­
bies, but we can avoid the disease. h u n i e e  animals 
t o  rabies, s tay away from animals which you smpect 
may be rabid, and ~ y p o r t  any suspected rabies f o r  med- 
i c a l  attention. 

I "  )VOi&t.C,j All1 KVN TARVILRS 
 
A s  prt of its continuing program of agl icul tural  

improvement, the 29th Civil  Affairs Co.ts 4th Platoon, 
locattd a t  LZ Bronco, distributed 32 purebred pigs t o  
32 f a r m r s  i n  the Duc Pho area. 

The pigs, accolding t o  ILT Thomas G. Jnnes, w i l l  
be used fo r  breedin$ a superior grade of stock by the 
v i l l ~ g e r s .  "Most of the pig stock in Duc Pho, and 

willing t o  offer  my l i f e  
fo r  yours jus t  t o  be a r e  
I meet you i n  Heaven!" 
- The speaksr was an old 
sa i lo r  )rho had often tes t -  
i f i ed  t o  the young man 
about the Lord. 

In years of f a i th fu l  
servide that  followed, he 
was often heard t o  say, 
"For re, TWO HBVE DIED!" 

There may be some un­
saved individual who w i l l  
not have such a last 
minute reprieve. Prepare 
now, the reward is  ever So 
great: EThKNAL HAPPIWESS! 

most of Vietnam, fo r  that  
m t t e r ,  is unsuitable for 
eff ic ient  domestic use," 
LT Jones said. '!These 
pigs should improve the 
stock greatlf. " 

Pkcp Tor the breeding 
program' is, accorctllg t o  
LT Jones, t o  have -each 
vi l lager  who is given a 
pig return one of the pigs 
from the f i r s t  l i t t e r  the 
new pig produces t o  the CA 
platoon. These, in turn, 
will be given t o  other 
(PI&. crinty-oli ~a 'g t r ' 4 )~  

----- - - .- --­
Brigade Comnder COL ORAN K. .HENDERSON 
Information Officer 1LT JOHN W. MOOM 
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Opin- 
resen t  

i?ucr~M~r~ 
ji* bu €%~n ?c\ecked 
fo r  possible .injury, he 
found one big bruise and 
one hole i n  his wallet. 

The bul le t  had f&st 
hit the radio strapped to 
the back of SP4 George 
M c k t y ,  radio telephone 
opemtor f o r  ItElf Co., 4 ,  

was riding in the rea r  of 
the truck. It then rico- 
chetted off the side bar 
of the truck, the front 
bar of the %buds .bed, .and 
was s topyd by -Ruckman's 
wallet. 

"It didn't hit any 
mney, he said, @%ut it 
want through my ration 
card, a picture of my g i r l  
and some other p p e r s  I 
was carrying." He is 
still carrying the bul le t  
that did the danage...in 
his  wallet, of courae. 

'l'iny hands are reach­
ing half way across the 
world t o  create a bet ter  
understanding between two 
nations, the United States 
and Vietnam. 

The hands belong t o  
34 Vietnamese chilmen alli 
children of a f i r s t  grade 
school class i n  Saint Iou- 
i e  Park, Knnesota. Iang­
uage is no barrier. In 
describing the people, 
custom, dress, and other 
aspects of each country 
hmd drawings by the chil- 
dren, condensed into  
scrapbooks, are  t o  be ex- 
changed between the 
group. 

A l l  pictures a re  ex- 
plained d t h  English mrds 
but the Vietnamese chil ­
dren go one s t ep  further 
and put the Vietnamese 
translation under the Eng­
l i s h  w,rd. 

The exchange pro jact  
was in i t ia ted by SP4 How­
ard Goldberg of Headouarc 
tsrs and badcuarters Com- 
pony, who works i n  the 
Brigade S-5 Section. 
Goldbeq is an English 
teacher a t  the Catholic 
&@wage in k c  Pho, 
Vi~tnam where he gives om 
hour lessons to children 
between seven and elevtn 
yee.rs of age six day8 a 
week. 

€NI:MY GA1NS ADVAhlTAGE 
 
WI?H YOST" U . 5  w[APOhlS


Few i h m  of equipment are ae impartant to the 
individual soldier as his ~ e m o n a l  weapon. 

Nevertheless, weapons, l ike  other pieces of is­
sued ecuipment have a way of gett ing los t  or  stolen. 

Since April, 1967, soldiers of the b r i c a l  Divi­
sion have los t  nearly 100 weapons through thef t  o r  
misplacement, a loss, in money alone, of $11,155. 

According t o  America1 Mvision spokesmen, this 
mnetary loss, through Reports of Survey, has been 
largely recovered by holding fie- respomible soldiere 
l iable  fo r  t h e i r  value. 

In a recent b t t e r  on control and safeguarding of 
small arms, PIajor General Samuel W. Ibs ter  s t ~ t e d  
that: 'What concerns me even more than the cost of 
these weapon9 and tb ef fo r t  reqtdred t o  =place them 
is t h ~ tthere is a strong pobsibillty that these wea- 
pone m y  eventually end up in the hands of the  eneq-.I1 

He noted that  investigations have shcmn that  "ne- 
glect or car$letsness is the p r b t e  cause." h n .  
Koster added: "This ia an M i c a t i o n  t h a t  there i s  in­
sufficient command emphasia placed on the safeguarding 

of mmonal weepons, var­
t i c h a r l Y  i n  such a k a ;  a s  
post exchanges, mess halls 
and clubs.n 

He concluded that:*While thinking of 
"Effective inmediate*,some ways to make the 
whenever a weapon is l o s tclasses mre interesting 
or  stolen, I desire tha t  a he came up with the idea 
l e t t e r  from the c o h e r  of bving each pupil make 
concerned be addressed t o  PJI individual scrapbook. 
me, explaining the circum- A let* t o  .Mr. Robert M. 
stance8 of the loss o rDougherty, m n c i p a l  of 
thef t ,  and what action8St. Iouis Park's A q u i l a  
had been taken prior tohhmentary School, out-
and a f t e r  the loss. I ex­
pect a l l  levels of camand 
t o  give the i r  personal a t -  
tea t ion to the security of 
wea d
r* I' Coirt. from page 1 
north. A platoon of nBar­
ker's Bastardsn from the  
4th Battalion, 3d Infantry 
was a i r U f t e d  into a p­
s i t i o n  south of La i .  
'he unit, led  by 2LT Tom 

l i M d  Coldb6rg's exchange Willingham, engaged an un­
of idem and the  f i r s t  known number of enemy 
grade teachers were en-	 along the beach one half 
thuaed. Crayons, diction- mile south of the  village. 
ar ies  and other supplies When contact was broken 30 
were quickly donated and V l e t  Cong Lap dead. 
shipped to Coldberg f o r  Early i n  the after-
use by the Vbtnameee 	 noon the  platoon observed 

enemy soldiers escapingchildren. 
Scrapbooks have al- i n t o  a tunnel complex. 

ready been completed by 8' M of the saw were 
Coldberg's class and will L%ed yd web gear, hand 
soon be on t h e i r  way t o  grenades, and small a r m  
Minnesota and the students a d t i o n  wse recovered. 
of Aquila Elementaw The three recent en- 
School. Work by the Amer- gagements by the 11t h  BEi- 
ican students has been gade in the Hy LBi-Pink­
s t a r t ed  and according to v i l l e  area has cost enemy 
(TINY HANDS Cont. on pg 4)  forces a t o t a l  of 2'76 mn. 
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SUBJECT : 

I. Upon r 
depar t ed  f 
i n t e r v i e w  
k e r  - dece 

2 .  The pu 
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determine 
made r e f e r  
Lai  ( 4 )  on 
any ev iden  
i n v e s t  i g a t  

3. About 
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informed h~ 
a v a i l a b l e  . 
per sona l  e 
them. Per1 
i n v e s t  i g a t :  
a s  Inc losu :  
be o f  some 

4 .  Mrs. B; 
r eco rd ings  
s t a t e d  tha l  
one from a 
l a t e  i n  the 
school  t h e  
of t h e  tapc 

5. ~t 1615 
a s  agreed  2 
sona l  i n  n: 
den t .  

S~CloOc BRIG.4DE. riic c '  ~ [ ( ' h~ I S~ b y ~
( c o u ~r&ta ? ~ C I E  I I 

whom the high school wing 
was named. 01: MiJLES AND SEMbPUOL:ES 

The building program, 
zccording t o  1LT Thomas G. 
Jones of the CA Platoon, 
is geared Itto involve the  
Vietnamese p o p l e  a s  much 
a s  possible i n  these proj- 
ec ts .  The v i l l ~ g e  council 
usually . c6ntFacts labcr  
from a l o c a l  building firm 
and we supply the  mater­
i a l s  f o r  building." 'Ihcse 
materials, he said, wme 
from the  brick fac tory  in 
k c  Pho run by the  29th CA 
Co., and surplus o r  scrap 
lumber. 

Two h%-$school 
building FI-0 jects  under 
t h i s  Frogram are presently 
underway, includihg :the 
n6arly-completed Duc Pho 
Elementary School and be= 
ginning w nstruct  ion on 
the Pho Bienh E1emental.y 
sch 001. _ _---.-
POlN RS [(B'v~iN1'H()VLC[)& 
 

Enlisted nlen serving 
with tbe U;S. Af.my ham an 
opportunity t o  ~ t t e n d  the 
U.S. Mili tary Academy a t  
West Point - if they apply 
and oualify. 

This tlg,?.teway t o  the  
FoYntMis the U.S. Milit­
a r y  Academy Preparatory 
School, located at .  Ft. 
k l v o i r ,  Va. Application 
t o  the school is limited 
t o  enl i s ted  men on active 
duty who h ~ v e  been momin- 
qted for an appointment t o  
West Foint, can present 
acedemic credentials  t h a t  
predict  success a t  the 
preysr-tory school, bhow 
t h a t  they h-ve no disoual- 
i fy ing  physical defects  
and h-ve enough time re­
maining i n  service t o  crr- 
ry them through July of 
the  yerr  following enroll- 
ment i n  the school. 

'"Pkcnty-nine years ago infantry weapons were car- 
r ied  on pack nules. Only the  cqmpany comander and 
f i r s t  sergeant rode horseback. Everyone e l se  walked." 

SFC Jul ius  S, Cross, now i n  an A m y  tha t  t ravels 
by helicopter  o r  armored p r sonne l  c a r r i e r  a t  a mom- 
e n t t s  notice, hasnf t  forgotten what it was l i k e  when 
he entered the Army. He began his carrzer a s  a f a r r i e r  
f o r  Co. -1of ,the 38th Infantry a t  Ft. Douglas, Utah. 
His job was shoeing and caring f o r  the compnyfs mules 
and horses. 
TSCHOOLCont. frd­
k l l - g e r s  under the- same 
plan. 

'We hope t o  have a 
c-mtinmlly e q n d i n g  pro- 
g rm,  " LT Jone said. 

Other ag&cultural  
projects  undertaken by the 
platoon in a jo in t  e f f o r t  
wihh the v i l l -ge r s  include 
a rabbi t  breeding program 
and the introcbctiofi of 
high-yield, hybrid s t r a i n s  
of r i ce  t o  imporve the lo-  
c a l  crop. 

Applicmts must be 
c i t i aens  of ,.the $.S., of 
good 9ora.l ch-rac t t r ,  be 
a t  l e a s t  17 and no more 
than 22 years old on July 
1 of the year the appli­
cant flans t o  enter  the 
USMA, be unmarried and not 
previously married, be a 
high school graduate and 
medically oualified. 

The school provides a 
10-nonth course in academ­
i c  sub jec ts  and physical 
t ra in ing t o  prepa,re men t o  
at tend the Academy. Poli­
c i e s  a d  procedures f o r  
n e r o l h e n t  a r e  outlined in 
AR 350-55. Further infor- 
m.tion m?y be obteined by 
writ ing the  Commn*ndant, 
U.S. M l i t a r y  >cademy Pre- 
p-ratory School, Ft. Bel­
voir, Va. 22060, o r  by 
seeing your :re-enllstmeht 
NCO. _-- --­

Now ass i s t an t  operations 
sergeant f o r  3rd Bn., 1 s t  
Inf., SGT. Cross began ac- 
t i v e  duty i n  Feb., 1940. 

"There was no 
basic t ra in ing sys%sn. 
I wzs assigned specifical-  
l y  t,o the company. An NCO 
was aprointed by the  f i r s t  
sergeant t o  give us boot 
training.  We were given 
general t ra in ing necesszry 
f o r  a unit, plus t ra in ing 
i n  our individual  f i s l d .  
I was given ins t ruc t ion  i n  
the Army method of ccring 

radiomunication we had was be- 
tween bat ta l ion  and regi­
ment. Como between sml ;  
l e r  units  was carried out 
by semarhore, a system us- 
ing f lags ;  ard a t  night, 
Morse ccde using l ights .  
We a l so  had runners t o  
car ry  wr i t ten  messages.It 

Throughout %he years, 
SFC Cross has been a t l a  
t o  watch the ee r i i ce  
change f r o m  a hmse-power­
sd  Arm t o  a hinhky nsbile 
and f&t-hi t t ing  fbrce. 
(TINYHANDsCont.fmn . ~ g3 )
Mr. Dougherty they w i l l  be 
forwarded t o  SF4 Goldberg 
when they a r e  f inished,  

So a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
crayon, pieces of p?.per, 
b i t s  of s t r ing  and m.ny 
youthful imaginations are  
being put together t o  
bring two n ~ t i o n s ,  alreedy 
f ight ing  s ide  by side, 
i n to  c loser  h?mony. -- ------ ---, 
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19 December 1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR: LTG WILLIAM R .  PEERS 

SUBJECT: In t e rv i ew  wi th  Mrs. Dorothy M .  Barker  

I. Upon r ece iv ing  t h e  ve rba l  o r d e r  from COL F rank l i n ,  I 
depar ted  f o r  Hollywood, F l o r i d a ,  on 15 December 1969 t o  
in te rv iew Mrs. Dorothy M .  Barker ,  wi fe  of  LTC Frank A .  B a r ­
ke r  - deceased.  

2 .  The purpose of  t h i s  i n t e rv i ew  was t o  o b t a i n  Mrs. Barker ' s  
permission t o  pe ruse  t h e  pe r sona l  e f f e c t s  of LTC Barker and 
determine i f  t h e r e  were any documents, l e t t e r s ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  
made r e f e r ence  t o  Task Force Ba rke r ' s  combat a s s a u l t  on My 
Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. Also t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  t h e r e  was 
any evidence  t o  prove o r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  LTC Barker  made on 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  inc iden t , .  

3 .  About 152030 Dec 69, I met wi th  Mrs. Barker  i n  h e r  
r es idence  a t  1618 Madison S t r e e t ,  Hollywood, F l o r i d a ,  and 
informed h e r  of t h e  purpose of  my v i s i t .  Mrs. Barker  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  me two cardboard boxes con ta in ing  LTC Ba rke r ' s  
pe r sona l  e f f e c t s  and gave me h e r  permiss ion t o  look t,hrough 
them. Pe rusa l  o f  t h e s e  i tems d i d  no t  produce any r e p o r t , o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was conducted by LTC Barker.  Attached 
a s  I nc lo su re s  1 - 4 a r e  t h e  only  documents found t h a t  could 
be o f  some s i g n i f i c a n t  va lue .  

4 .  Mrs. Barker  a l s o  agreed t o  l e t  me hea r  t h e  t h e  t h r e e  t a p e  
record ings  t h a t  were i n  LTC Barker ' s  pe r sona l  e f f e c t s  but  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e r  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  was broken and would borrow 
one from a  f r i e n d .  Taking i n t o  cons ide r a t i on  t h a t  i t  was 
l a t e  i n  t h e  evening and M r s .  Barker  had t o  work and go t o  
school  t h e  next  day, it  was decided t o  postpone t h e  p lay ing  
of t h e  t a p e s  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing day. 

5. A t  161900 Qecember 1969, I met Mrs. Barker  a t  h e r  r e s i dence  
a s  agreed and played t h e  t a p e s .  A l l  t h r e e  t a p e s  were per­
sona l  i n  n a t u r e  and had no bea r i ng  on t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i ­
den t .  

EXHIBIT M-18 
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6. Mrs. Barker was very cooperat ive and w i l l i n g  t o  r e l e a s e  
any documents t h a t  would be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  inqu i ry .  She 
assured me tha t  I had seen a l l  of t h e  docupents and related 
papers t h a t  she possessed. She f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  that LTC Bar­
k e r  d i d  not  mention My L a i  (4 )  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when she 
las t  saw h i m  i n  H a w a i i  while he was on R&R from 28 Apr i l  t o  
4 May 1968. I thanked Mrs. Barker f o r  h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  and 
cooperation and departed.  

4 I n c l  EDWARD F. WHOWSKI 
1. S.O. 45, d t d  1 4  Feb 

68, HQ, America1 
Div 

Major, MPC 
I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  

2 .  L t r  of Commendat i o n ,  
d t d  27 Mar 68 

3 .  Vol I, No 7 -- l l t h  
I n f  Bde "Trident" 

4 .  
newspaper 
l l t h  I n f  Bde Combat 
Action Report, 
28 Mar 68 

d td  
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S.O. 4 5 ,  d a t e d  1 4  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8 ,  H Q ,  A m e r i c a 1  
D i v i s i o n  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-103. 

L e t t e r  o f  Commendation,  d a t e d  27 March 1 9 6 8 ,  
i s  p u b l i s h e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-90. 

C o n g r a t u l a t o r y  Message  f r o m  MG K o s t e r  i s  
p u b l i s h e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-7. 

V o l  I ,  No 7 -- 1 1 t h  I n f  Bde " T r i d e n t "  news­
p a p e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-17. 

1 1 t h  I n f  Bde Combat A c t i o n  R e p o r t ,  d a t e d  2 8  
March 1 9 6 8 ,  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a s  E x h i b i t  R-2. 



Exhibit M-19 is published in Volume 111, 
 
Book 3, Reporks. 
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21 J a n u a r y  1 9  70 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT:  Tape of C a p t a i n  Lewe l l en  

1. The o r i g i n a l  t a p e s  ( 2  r o l l s )  b e l o n g i n g  t o  C a p t a i n  C h a r l e s  
R. Lewel l en  were  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  d a t e .  

2 .  P e r  my i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  C a p t a i n  Lewe l l en  e x e c u t e d  a s t a t e ­
ment t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  t a p e s  were  r e c o r d e d  on 1 6  
March 1968 a t  LZ D o t t i e  ( I n c l  1 ) .  

3. P e r  my i n s t r u c t % e n s ,  C a p t a i n  Lewe l l en  improved o u r  
o r i g i n a l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  ( E x h i b i t  M-20) t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
"background" c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  TOC.  These  a r e  
i n d i c a t e d  by c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  ( I n c l  2 ) .  

4.  Two c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  t a p e  a r e  b e i n g  made f o r  r e t e n t i o n  
i n  o u r  f i l e s ,  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t a p e  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
Capta in  Lewe l l en .  

2 I n c l  
a8 w e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l ,  Armor 

EXHIBIT M-20 
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DEPARTMEKC OF THE ARMY 
 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, The School Brigade, USAIS 
 

For t  Benning, Georgia 31905 
 

C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 
 

I c e r t i f y  t h a t  the  two enclosed tapes marked TAPE Number 1 and TAPE Numbe 
2 a r e  the  o r i g i n a l  two tapes recorded by me on 16 March 1968 a t  LZ Dottie 
Republic of Vietnam. he tapes were recorded on a TOSHIBA tape recorder 
model GT-500P. a t  1 718 inches per  second. 

CHARLIE R. LEWEL~EN 
CPT, I n f a n t r y  
cornand ing 



ade, USAIS 

and TAPE Numbe 
6 at LZ Dottie 
tape recorder 

Coyote 3 

(Helix 33) 
 

(Sane Drank Delta Ydke) 
 

(Helix 33) 
 

(Dolphin Lead) 
 

(Alpha 	 Two) 

(Alpha Three) 

(Alpha *a i l )  

(Alpha F m r )  

Coyote 6 

(Dolphin Lead) 

Coyote 6 

(Dolphin h a d )  

They all be controUed by Coyote Six. 

The art i l l ery  has  been iinionsd of tbi8 

change. Over. 

Thir  i r  Dolphin b a d .  Roger. Tbmk T-a. 

Helix Tbrm Three. Coyote Three. O v a .  

Helix Tbrw Tbree. Up your push. 1'11 be 

i n  pur area  i n  a b u t  f i v e  d n u t w .  

This i s  Coyote Tbree. Roger. Out. 

Three Three. Radio Check. 

This i s  Delta Mike. Loud and Clear. Over. 

Roger. Same. 

This i s  Lead. Commo check. Fox Mke. 

Alpha Two 

Alpha Three) 

!.R4TSS 	 TITS CAST, STGY1 

Alpha Four. 

NONE: 	 Alpha Tw. Alpha Three, Alpha Tra i l .  
and Al-pha Four appear t o  be l i f t  rh ip r  
answering FW comno check frqm Ihlphin  Led 

Coyote Six. Over. 
 

THE 'JF'A ZULU 
 

This i s  Lead. Go ahead. 
 

This i s  Coyote Six. Time 0722. Over. 
 

This i s  b a d .  Roger. 
 



Helix 33 

Dolphin Lori 

Coyote 6 

~ e y o t e  6 

Dolphin r s r c  

(Dolphin Imc 

Dolphin Leac 

Coyote 6 

(Dolphin Le 

Coyvte 6 

Dolphin Lea 

Coy-&. 6 

Dolphin Lea 

(Helix 33 

Dolphin Lea 

Coyete 6 

Dolphin Lea 

Coyote 23 

(Coyote 65) 

(Coyote6) 

(Dolphin rbad) 
 

Czyote 6 
 

(Dolphin Lead) 
 

Coyote 6 
 

(Dolphin Lead) 
 

Warlord Alpha Lead 
 

Coyote 65 
 

Warlord Alpha Lead. 
 

(Coyote 65) 
 

(Warl6rd Alpha Load) 

(Coyote 65) 

Coyote 3 

(Warlord Alpha Lead) 

Coyote 6 

Coyote 6 

Cwrsction Coyate Three. Cqyote Two Tbree. 

(garble) - Tvo Two. h e r .  

This is  Six Five. Roger. Tbank Y9a. Out. 

This is  Six. Over. 

This i s  tend. 

Dolphin Lead. Coyote Six. Over. 

This is  Lead. Go ahead. 

Tbis is  Cqyote Six. I b c o m e d  landing t o  t h e  
  

north. Over. 
 

This is Lead. b g e r .  
  

Coyote Three. Coyote Tbree. Tbis i s  War- 
 

lord Alpha Lead. 
 

Coyote Six Five. Go rhoad. 
 

Roger. Tbis i s  W&rlord Alpha Three -

Alpba Lead. We'll be i n  o w  area i n  a p p r o t  
  

imately f i f t e e n  minutes on the  rseon. 
 

This i s  Six Five. Real fine. Anything 
 

futher. Over. 
 

Negative. Weql s t s y  up here so ua can advise 
 

you l f  anything we spot. A p r r e i a t e  i f  gotl'd 
 

l e t  a s  know i f  anything g?es o f f  d i f fe ren t  
  

than plannd. 
  

Six Five. Certainly all. 
 

&rl.ord L q d .  Coyote Three. S m o d  IZ wit1 
 

be stepped up a p p r o d m t e l y  s i x  sero minutem. *or. 
 

Roger. Second LX d!l be stepped up 8 h  s a o  
  

minutes. Thank you very much. 
 

Hellx Three Three. Coyote Sir.  Ova. 
 

Helix Three Three. Coyote Sir.  ma.  
  



the 

v i se  

u'd 

11 

em. we?. 

8-0 

HOIIX 33 

Dolphin Lead 

Coyote 6 

Ceyote 6 

b l p h i n  Lead 

(Delphln Lead) 

Dolphin h a d  

(Dolphin h a d )  

Cojote 6 

Dolphin Lead 

C o y ~ t e6 

Dolphin Lead 

(Helix 33) 

Dolphin Lead 

Coyete 6 

Dolphin Imad 

Helix Thrw Three. Over. 

This i s  Coyote Sir. You r e a l i c e  t h e  gun 

t a rge t  l i n e  fmm KZ Uptf&ht t o  LZ? Over. 

Three Three. Aifirrutive.  

Coyote Six. This l a  Iblphin Lead. 

%*s' f s ^ k y o t i  'Six. Over. 

Cqyote Six. Over. 

This i s  Dolphin bad.  We1re th ree  minutes 

out a t  t h i s  time. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Roger. b r e s t r i c t i o n s  

on door gunners. 

This is Load. Roger. 

This i s  Dolphin Led. If you're not on y m r  

marMng run a t  t h i s  tlma I can Just go r igh t  

on i n  and land. I see tho LZ. * o p u  have t o  

put m k e  i n  it. 

This i s  Coyote Six. bgez .  Waiting f o r  c?mpletion 

of l a s t  r o d  of ar t i l?ery.  A s  soon a s  i t ls  

oomplete I'll go i n  fqr t h e  amrk. 

This i s  Lead. Roger. 4 v o  us a l o t  of time i f  

you didn't u r k .  I see t h e  LZ now a t  t h i u  time 

t o  t h e  m a t  of t h e  white m k o  from t h e  a r t I 1 . l e ~ .  

This is  Coyote Six. That's affirm. Over. 

b l p h i n  Lead. I s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  st,pped? 

This is Coyuto Six. Roger. Rounds complete. Over. 

This i s  Lead. Rc~gor. 

I s t i l l  see a r t i l l e r y  cosing i n  there. 

Copt. SIX. This is Iblphin Leqd. 

This i r  Cqyote Six. Over. 

This is Dolphin Lead. Wolre out of t h e  LZ. L$ 

appeared t o  be oold. 
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coyote 6 

(Dolphin Lei 

(Helix 33) 

Warlord Alp1 

COYOTE 3 

Dolphin h a c  

Coyote 23 

Dolphin Leac 

Coyote 23 

Warlord Alp) 

Helix 33 

(Warlord A11 

(Helix 33) 

H ~ U X  33 

Coyote 23 

(rnlphin L a  

b w t b  23) 

(Dolphin Lea 

coyote 6 

~ q y v t e6 

(Coyote 65) 

Coyote 6 

(Copt. 65) 

f i r l o r d  Alpha Lead 

(Warlord Alpha Load) 

(Shark 6)  

(Warl7rd Uphr  h d )  

(Helix 33) 

Shark 6 

Warlord L e d  

(Shark 6 )  

(Warlord h d )  

(Shark 6)  

Coyote Six. Thank pa. M. 
 

C a r t e  Six Five. C7yote Six. over. 
 

Six Five. Go ahead. 
 

C > j o t e  Six. Touchdmn W0. Gt appeared t o  be 
 

cold. Over. 
 

Six n v e .  Thank you. mt. 
 
In t h e  v ic in i ty  of t h e  f i r s t  LZ. This is  War-


lord Lead. We'll be w n i t i n g  ta t h e  s?uth of 
 

t h e  road. We have r Mnk with a weapon we're 
 

get t ing a t  t h i 8  the .  
  

HA H4 HA 
 

Thim is Shark Six. &#ere Understand you vill 
 

k t o  t h e  south of t h e  road and ray again the  
  

pr t  about t h e  weapon. 
 

Ah. Roger. %'vo got a Mnk wlth a weapon down 
 

hepa t h a t  woere get t ing a t  t h i s  time. If p a e d  
  

d a y  n w t b  and we*ll  s t ay  south and nut of 
 

p rn  W a l e  
  

Roger. Weere p i n g  t? be mrking  n v t h  of t h i s  
  

mad. 
 

Rebar. We'll s t ay  south. 
 

AH SHqOT, THAT'S ONE DINK. 
 

Three Throe. There is a l so  one running down 
 

t h e  road toward the  eadt. Three Throe. It's 
 

jus t  t o  the  left of you. 
 

Wad-ord Lead. This i s  Shark Sir.. 
 

Thir i r  Warlord Load. Go ahead. 
 

Roger. I'm going to m e  a l i t t l e  bit on your 
 

mide of t h e  mad. We've got one d t h  a m p o n  
  

ever here. 
 

Roger. Ga get  hi.. 
 

Roger. It ls jumt a b u t  f i f t y  metars r i g h t  over 
 

here. 
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Coyote 6 

(Dolphin Lead) 

(Helix 33) 

Warlord Alpha Load 

COYOTE 3 

Dolphin h a d  

Coyote 23 

Dolphin Lead 

Coyote 23 

Warlord Alpha Lead 

Helix 33 

(Warlord Alpha Load) 

Helix 33 

Coyote 23 

(belphin faad) 

& p t 6  23) 

(Dolphin Lead) 

Six. Over. This i s  C ? p t e  Six. Y-u s n t  it 
 

seems t o  be h ~ t .  Md y-u receive f i r e  when 
 

you f i r s t  rnnt  in.  Over. 
 

This i s  Lead. Negative reported f i r e  f r ~ 
any 

of t h e  slicks.  Over. 

I got a c luple  of them down here reght under me 

i f  t h e  Shark c m l d  c?me down here. 

This is  Uarlord. Wetve got one rocket run i n  

progress now i f  y o u t l l  Just s t ay  where you a r e  

we'l l  go past you. 

THIS I S  COY3TE TRREX. OVER. 

AH BRAVO 'eE?4T 4RE YOU M)ING. 

Coyote Two Three. This i n  Dolphin Lead. 

This i s  Coyote Two Three. 

Tbis i s  Dolphin Lead. Ah...- gonna bo able  t o  

pick up a l l  t h e  pax on t h i n  l a s t  l i f t ?  

COME qN T!,D THREE. 

Ah... Coyote Two Three. Tor. Over. 

Warlord Alpha Lead. 

Warlord. This Is Helix Three Three. 

Roger. Jus t  t rying to te l l  Shark Lead where 

t h a t  smoke i s  there ,  we got a c ~ u p l e  of Mnks 

wlth weapms. Ah... we got a low bird out the re  

Looldng a t  m. Appreciate i f  they didn't pt 

a q  f i r e  i n  t h a t  general area.  

Helix Three Three. Same of *em a r e  excsping 

back toward t h e  mean down t h i s  road. 

Ah.. .Roger. 

Dolphin b a d *  This i s  C o y ~ t e  'ho 'Pbrao. Over 

Two Three. This i s  Lead. 

b a d .  This i s  'Rn, Three. You got *em a l l .  O m .  

This is Lead. Roger. 



Dolphin Lead 

b l p h i n  Lead 

WLFHIN LEAD 

(BR9VO 6) 

DrJLFHIN 

DO LTIIIN r,vQD 

Ihlphin Lead 

Warlord A?pha 

Coyote 6 

(Shark 6) 

Coyote 6 

(Dolphin Lead) 

(Dolphin Lead) 

(warlord Alpha h a d )  

Dolphin h a d  

(Coyote 6) 

Coyote 6 

&rk 6 

Dolphin h a d  

BBLPAIN UAD 

Coyote Three. Tbis i s  C3pte !hi0 Thrb.. UBt 


off...Secmd tift 9ff  o-mpletd 0738. 


S i r  Five. 'Phank you. Out. 


Charlie Six. Ah... Coyote Six. F'robr4 en 


t h e  VrOw pll~h. We?. 


b p t e  Six. Over. 


Coyote Six. This i s  Lead. 


ANSWER H I M  C3Y3TE SIX. 


Coyote Six. I b i s  i s  Lead. 


Coyote Six. Tbla is S r l o l J .  Go ahead. 


Coyote Six. This is Dolphin h d .  Approximately 


four minutes out a t  this t iae .  

Roge?. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Om?. 

Cbjet) Six. Shark Six. If you'll look out to 

t h e  east of t h e  f i r a t  IZ we dropped a couple of 

red smokcm out here i n  a rice pddf :  ve Jbt 

killad tam Dinla t h a t  got weapms. hand gemades 

m n d  a11 the  web gear in t h e  mrld r igh t  nut here 

i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy. 

This i s  b y o t e  Six. Roger. Tbank you moh. OIlt 

Break. Charlie Six. Coyote Six. Over. 

C9yote Six. h r k  Six. We also Mlled another 

man to t h e  south of t h e  Um Zulu. &...had a 

weapon and a l l  t h e  web gear i n  t h e  m r l d  on hi .  

a lw .  %*llgo back over there  a s  soon a s  t h i s  

next Uft is i n  and mark h i s  l o c a t i m  a l so  (pause) 

Shark Six. Did jou monitor. 

PUT THEF 4tlU LIFDTFN4NT I N  THE SaME COORDEY4TES. 

This i s  Load (p rb led) .  ..Pop woke please. 

(garblad) 

BRAIIO SIX GOD. WLTIT'I ':Ab. 



ou t  to 

n p l e  of 

I $iat 

geraades 

out  hare  

moh. Out 

another 

,.bad a 

I on hi. 

a8 t h l a  

Lao (pause) 

tDFX4TES. 

I.. 

ERZVC) 6 G"LF T ~ F ~ D .ERIV? ST!! $3~3. o m .  

Dq',TFilN LEhD TYI': IS P ' ;qh ' IN r,Ftb. 'OUr>D Y'T' F'P SY"m 3N 

THF PZ r m s x .  

Dolphin Lead 

Dolphin Lead 

D O L F H I N  LEAD 

(BR4VO 6 )  

War lod  Alpha 'Lead 

Coyote 6 

(Shark 6 )  

Coyote Six. This i s  Bravo - - This i s  Dolphin Lesd. 
 

This i s  b l p h i n  Thad. On t h a t  second s o r t i e  i n t o  
  

t h e  first LZ we received f i re  c,rming ou t  of  one 
  

o f  t h e  v i l l eg&.  The Sharks a r e  over checking 
 

it out  now. 
 

HELTX) 
 

THIS IS MLTBIN %4D. GO. 
 

IRT YOU G"JnIG T3 Td2ND FRCN TPF S'CTI! Tq N3RTH7 

I!* JAM 

MGPMN RTG-. 

ER?ITO STY. D9LTHIX '.=4D. RQGFP.. 

This  i s  Dolphin Lead. The sh ips  t h a t  have t h e i r  

r o t a t i n g  beacons on a t  t h i s  time >n ly  have f i v e  

people Jn b a r d .  Can you send one more pack ou t  

t o  them? 

This i s  Alpha Lead. R ~ g e r .  D i rec t ly  t o  t h e  s -u th  

of t h e  LZ we had two Mnks wi th  weapms both of 

them K I A  now. Ah..we a r e  recInning nor? along t h e  

peninsula chscking t b e  peaple  ~ u t  t h a t  a r e  

t h e  area  and they  a r e  going ou t  f a s t .  d i 

You've got  t h e  a r e s  t o  t h e  south and t o  yqur 

west we're j u s t  covering it now. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Thank Ygu much. Out. 

If you'll look almost due south of t h e  LZ yon 

will see some whi te  smoke and a l s o  some red swke.  

a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  a d i t c h  r i g h t  where t h e  red 

smoke i s  we've go t  a Dink with a weapqn and a w b o l ~  

bunch o f  web gear  nn and i n  t h e  genera l  I-ocqtim 

o f  t h e  wh i t s  smoke we g o t  a cquple 7f ammo boxes 

and some m-re s t u f f  t h a t  h e  threw dam.  

7 
 

51 
 



Coyote I 

Copt.  

( 

Coyote 

bwhide  

coyote 

Rawbid8 

Coyote 

(Warlord 

Dolphiz 

-- 

(Dolphin Lead) 

Coyote 6 

(Coyote 65) 

Coyote 6 

Coypte 6 

(Coyote 65) 

Coyote 6 

Coyote 65 

Coyote 6 

(Cbyot) 6 5 )  

Coyote 6 

The red  smoke i s  r i g h t  on t h e  Dink and t h e  
  

whi te  s w k e  i s  r i g h t  on t h e  ammo b x e s  i o  if 
 

you c w l d  g e t  somebody dswn t h e r e  and p l i c e  
  

*em up. 
 

Six. I can t a k e  seven on a l l .  t h e  a i r c r a f t  except 
  

t h ree .  That '11 be s i x  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  will on... 
 

t h a t  w i l l  hqve seven on board. 
 

S i x  Fjve. This i s  Coyote Six. Over. 
 

PROTECTSF TOC 
 

S i x  Five. Go ahead. 

PRCTETPR TOC 

This i s  Coyote Six. A'-' of  char lie*^ elements a r e  

on t h e  grmnd.  Thag*ve had nega t ive  contac t  a s  bf  

ye t .  However, gunships have kil.led a to ta l -  of  s i x  

VC with weapqns; and Char ' ie  S i x  i s  sending e7.ements 

- u t  tl p a l i c e  up t h e  n a a p n s .  9ver. 

T P T  I'IVE KJr,LFD S T F I  

This i s  Coyote S i x  Five. Roger on t h a t .  T o t a l  

o f  seven f o r  t h e  gunships. Over c n m t i n g  war- 

l o rd ' s  Over. 

This i s  C ~ y o t e  Six. !I 'hat9s af f i rmat ive .  

I'IJP TT l?TF.?FY P'rl ir,T:l4. 

This i s  S i x  Fjve. That *s Roger of t h a t .  41so 

we now have a t o t a l  of  f i f t e e n .  Over. 

?'!Y-8 O K \ Y  CBtF-JE SIX. 

h i s  i s  Coyote Six.  You have a t o t a l  o f  what? Over. 

This i s  Coyote S i x  Five. Char l i e  S i x  has now a 

t o t a l  o f  f i f t e e n .  Over. 

TTV'; r,I?,T .T?lT ?CT AT 07LkfJ 

This i s  C ~ y o t e  Six. Mf teen  what. Over. 
 

Vic t3r  Char7.Ses. Over 
 

This  i s  C?yote Six. Rqger. Out. 
 



tnd t h e  

ces so  i f  

d p l i c e  

.rcre f t  except 

will on... 

s elements a r e  

contact a s  df 

I t o t a l  of s i x  

lending elements 

a t .  Total  

t i n g  war- 

~f what? Over. 

has now a 

Coyote 6 

( 1 
Coyote 6 

Ramhide 3 

Coyote 6 

Rawhide 3 

Coyote 6 

Rawhide 3 

Warl-ord Alpha Lead 

Coyote 6 

(Warlord Alpha b a d )  

Dolphin h a d  

Rawhide 3 

f i r l a r d  3 

CChsrlie Six. This i s )  Coyote Six. Over. 

Underatand you have f i f t e e n  Victor Chartien i s  

t h a t  corroct? Over. 

Coyote Six. Roger. How many rnapons so f a r  

i f  any. Over. 

(garble). $6 AHE.4D. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Fbger. out. 

Coyote S i x .  This is Rawhide Three Over. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Over. 

Rawhide Three. We're got q u l t e  a few people 

t h a t  a r e  real* movlng out on t h i s  road going 

r o u t h e a t  from the  first Idma Zulu. Over. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Roger. 1'1.1 get somebody 

on that.  Warlord is chocking t o  t h e  squth. 1'11 

have hia also chcck t o  t h e  mst. OW. 

This i s  Ebwhide Thiree. Roger. cmt. 

Thin i s  Warlord Alpha Lead. Roger. I m ~ n i t o r d .  

The road t o  t h e  southwest ~f the  f i r s t  Uma Zulu. 

Is t h a t  a f f i ~ t i v e .  

This i s  Coyote Six. Ihat 'r  affirmative. Out. 

Roger. 

Bra= Six. This i s  Lead. Roger, I monitqrd that. 

W e ' l l  have t o  see  what happens on t h i r  next 

s o r t i e  when we come back i n  and see jus t  what 

t h e  heck we have and w e ' l l  make a deternination 

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Ah... Dolphin Leqd. We'1.l ha-

t o  wait u n t i l  we return from t h i r  s o r t i e  and 

see how many people we can take and we'll make 

a determiaatim then a s  t o  whether w e ' l l  make 

another s o r t i e  311 n3t. 

This i s  hwhide Three. Over. 

This i s  Warlord Three. Ge ahead. 



(Dolphin I 

(Warlord I 

Rawhide 3 

Warlord A: 

Rawhide 3 

(Warlord 

Rawhid. 3 

Shark 6 A 

Rawhide 3 

(Warlord Alpha Lead) 

Warlord 3 

Y r l o r d  6 

( 1 

RbiWIDE 3 

Coyote 6 

(Shark 6) 

(Shark 6 )  

Shark 6 

Cbyote 6 

Rawhide 3 

Warlord Alpba Lead 

( Y r l o r d  Alpha Lead) 

Coyote 6 

Dolphin Lead 

Coyote 6 

This i s  Rmihido Three. When you g e t  a chance 

t o  c h e k  out  those people down t o  t h e  southwest. 

you dl1be ab le  t o  see  our sh ip  o rb i t i ng  over 

them. 3ver. 

This i r  Y r l o r d  Alpha.. ..( ~ a n s m i s s i o n  broken) 

f i ls  i s  Warlord Thr.0. Over. 

This i s  Wmrlord Six. Go ahead. 

C2YOTE 

!JmTj?RD SIX. RP.?IIDE FIRTI?. W3. 
 

C q o t e  Six. Charl.ie Six, you call.ing me? Over. 
 

To ahead. 
 

W4T SnNJT SHWTtnl4VE RID10 
  

Roger. I ' m  ever here  with t h e  ene t o  t h e  eas* 

a t  t h i s  time. 1 %  gqing t o  t h r w  one more m3ke 

aver here  and then I'll go back and mark t h e  ?the? 

me over there.  

( C h r ' i e )  Six. This i s  Shark Six. Cmn you see m ~ .  

white m k o  over here  t o  t h e  eas t  7 1  t h e  U. Out 

here  i n  t h i s  d i t ch  oter .here.  

--Cqyote Six. Over 

Wqrlord Six. Rawhide Throe. Over. 

This is Rawhide Three. J u s t  t o  t h e  west of  h e r e  

t h a t  sm7ke went down, t h r e e  of 'atogether. One 

o r  tw of them with out t h e i r  8hiPts  on. T h e e r e  

i n  black. Over. 

Ah..Rogsr. We got t h e  Skeeter over them bow giving 

them a c h e .  

Dalphin Lead. Coyote Six. 9ver. 

Coyote Six. This i s  Dolphin h a d .  GO ahead. 

Dolphin Lord. Coyote Six. A r t i l l e r y  prep is  s t a r t d .  

http:Charl.ie


hance 

uthwest . 
g over 

roken) 

t Over. 

I e a s t  

e w3ke 

t h e  q ther  

DU see my 

Lz. Out 

~f where 

Ir. One 

The$'?. 

ow giving 

rd. 

is s tar tod .  

lorn 

(Dolphin Lead) 

(Warlord Alpha Lead) 

Rawhide 3 

Warlord Alpha b a d  

(Warlord f l ~ h a  h a d (  

Rawbid. 3 

Shark 6 Alpha 

This i s  Lead. b g e r .  

Eoqrust Three come over t q  check people. 

We gqt one down here  t h a t  i s  3 r r e n d i n g .  He's 

taking a l l  h i s  c lo thes  of f .  S t -nding by i f  you 

want t o  come d a m  and pick him up. PICK HIS 4SS 

UP. 1% ready t o  pop the  two white smokes on t h e  

highway. Wa got your Dink down here ,  he's 

s t r ipped down. He i s  standing wlth h i s  hands 

over h i s  head. 

This i s  Rawhide Three. Over. 

CO?Z ON Nnlzr. YIJOR I'CKblIGHT AdS TO GET IN ON IT. 

Thir  Is Rawhide Three. Over. 

Ra*ide Three. This is  WArlofd Alpha Load. Roger 

We have your Dink now a t  t h i s  time. He i s  str ipped 

down and g-t  h i s  hands over h i s  head. $ t r i e d  

t o  run once and we caught him again. He's down 

on t h e  road i f  you want t o  come down and pick him 

up..Hefs stopped and ready. 

This i s  Rawhide Three. Roger. We're on our way 

I n  a t  t h i s  time. There were two o the r s  t h 5 t  were 

p i n g  along with him. Md yqu manage t o  ge t  them 

also .  Over. 

Negative. Wo got  two e f  t h a  now a t  t h i s  time. 

Rawhide Three. Roger. Out 

Char l ie  S i x  blpha. Shark Six Alpha. If yqu can 

s e e  where t h e  green saaokeh'drolpod ri&h& back te 


t h e  south o f  t h a t  along i n  a d i t c h  i n  there.  


There'r one we j u s t  cqped a l i t t l e  whi le  ago 


I 'd l i k e  t h e  t r o o p  t o  check blm nut. 


Dol3hin b a d .  Coyote Six, Over. h l p b i n  Lead 


Coyote Six. Over. 


FIGHT NO'J 


BR4VO SIX. 




coyote 6 

Dolphin &a 

' CH4R;IE 81 

h p t e  6 

Dolphin TAU 

(COYOTE 65) 

(Coyete 6 )  

(C~YOTE 65: 

Ceyate 6 

Coyote 6 

(Co@@ 6 )  

Ceyete 6 

Ceyete 65 

Ceyete 6 

(Dolphin h a d  ) 

Coyote 6 

h l p h i n  h a d  

Copbe  6 

Dolphim h a d  

Coyote 6 

Coyah  6 

(Dolphin Lead) 

Dolphin h a d  

(Dolphin Lead) 

COYOTE 3 

Warlerd Alpha Lead 

Coyete 6 

Warlord Alpha Lead 

Coyote 6 

CH4R-,IE 91. 
 

(Warl.ord Alpha Load) 
 

Dolphin b a d  
  

Thir i s  h a d .  I had t o  make a go around beemre 

t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u ~ rs t i l l  sh?oting u h i l e  I was on 

my ap-roach and d i d n l t  want t o  lrn/ i n  t h e r e  when 

it was p i n g .  

This i e  Coyote Six. Roger. Round. Complete now. 

You want me t e  ge i n  and mark now. Over. 

This i s  h a d .  That's affirm. 

This i s  C o p t e  Six. Roger. Out. Ib lphin  h a d ,  

Coyete Six. U marked. Over. 

This is Dslpbin L a d ,  Roger Iden t i fy  v io la te .  

Cqyote Six.  Rbger. Out. 

(Char'ie Six). Thir  i r  Ceyote Six ,  J ~ Uoa t l ing  

me Over. 

(Brsvo) Six. Go (Garble) 

Tal:jhe jel1.e~. 

0815 

Reger. The oner d t h  r o a t i l y  b 8 c o n s  on dl1t a k e  

nix, t h e  r e s t  t ake  seven. Go. Go ahead and 

pop smoke. 

CHARUE nGFT ONE, CJV3TE THREE. OVER. 

Tbh is Warlord Alpha h a d .  Coyeta Six, thir 

i r  Y r l e r d  Alpha Lead. 

This i s  Coyote a x .  01.2. 

b g e r .  This i s  Warlord Alpha h a d .  We dl1b e  

pu t t ing  apprexImate4  two one (21) w p l e  on 

H i l l  85, t e  your south. We're got a m r t a r  

pos i t ion  and amme rpettd on tap. 

This i s  C+yote Six. bger, We1re had martarn 

i n  t h a t  area before. &,in and g e t  t h m .  Out. 

THJS I S  CB4FTJFFIGHT 3NE. 3WR. 

Bqger. 

Tbis i s  Dolphin Lead. 
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I because 

[ was on 

tbw. when 

.ete now. 

. 
 in Lead, 

I vlll take 

d and 

dl1 be 

l en 

t a r  

a r t a r r  

. out. 

Coyote 6 

Dolphin b a d  

Dolphin raad 

(COYOTE 65) 

(Coyete 6) 

Coyote 6 

CB4RTJIEFIGFT ONE. .CFIF TE SIX S4YS HE-AE-

Thir i s  Iblpbin bad .  This o -mple t r  t h o  lift 

Ah..oaly 3no problem w had a d  t h a t  was t h a t  

t h e  a r t i l l e r y  didn't get #hut off  i n  time. 

PTNE SrnFS AND TFE PEDFTS KN3fJ '4HEV TO COME 

om-
Coyote SIX. This i s  Ihlphia Led. 
 

This is Cayst. Six. On?. 
 

Thls i s  Delpbin Load. Tbis a.Lproter your llf 't 
 

f o r  t h i s  mrning. We on* had one p n b l m  aad 
 

t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  dida?t  get shut 
  

a f f  i n  time. 
 

Tbis i s  C o p t e  Six. W . t %  afflrmatiro.  T b q  
  

wre about a Idnuto l a t e  a u t t i a g  eff.  We.1' t r y  
  

t o  do ba t te r  next tiw. Over. 
 

This i s  Del-pbin Lead. Rager, e ther  t h a t  t h a t  it 
 

was a ged lie. 
 
0827 cz CO?,D. 3m. 
 

'rlE HIVE' C9FDT,!TEDT.T) 'SFTS. 9VER. 
 

(Chsrlie) Six. I ' m  heading b c k  t o  re$uel. Haw 
 

p u  had any c-ntnat down there  jet. Over 
 

THIS IS SIX FIVE. 
 

C o p t o  SIX. l b g o ,  d i g  deop. Take par time 
 

and get  'ar out of t h m e  holes. Ova. 
 

Coyate Six. Is t h a t  eight. .ah e ight  four KIS'r 
 

Oar. 
 

Reg.?. Oll t  
  

SIX Five. This is Cepbto Six. Over. 
 

Tbis i s  Coyote S i x  Five. Go ahead. 
 

This i s  Coyote a x .  Returning te Jonr I@ortioa 
  

te  refuel. 1.11 stop  d e m  I n  t h e  TOC and b r w  
  

j.o up ta date. OI.r. 




coyote 3 

Shark 6 

(Shark 6 )  

Shark 6 

Shark 6 A ~ F  

1 RAWHIDE 3 
I (R~WHIDE 3) 

(Shark 6 )  

Shark 6 Alp 

( 

HeUx 33 

(CK~RLIE 81 

(Shark 6) 

Cqyote 6 

Shark 6 

This i s  S ix  Fir.. Roger. I*'? hare a r e h i ~ l e  
  

up t o  u n t  p u .  &or. 
 

Copt. Mr. out. 
 

Coyote Six. Shark Six. 

D3ES RE W4NT BttKTn? I'LL GET HIM. 

Six. Ah. .there two pwple  wo Id" d with 

wmpoar and the web g m r  over jort nor thwet  

of U. We droppad make on them awtrile ago a d  

your people were within n hundred meters of it 

now then theyeve l e f t  t h e  area and a r e  going t h e  

e ther  dir.otion. Do yau west ua ta drop down 

ahere and pick up t h i r  s tuff .  

HELL YES. GO G?!T IT. COllE ON CA4RT;IF: SIX. 

T h q  e g h t  drag there  pompla eff i f  you daawt  

hurt7.e. 

Bl?.4m) SIX. 

We've got a white mob burning on it r igh t  m w  

i f  you aan toek over r h n e  woere a i r c l i n g  p u e l t  

a.. a whit. mk.. 

It w i l l  h a n  te be i n  t h e  next f i r e  lainuter bo­

caure w a r e  manin# awful tow en fuel. 

COYDTE SIX I S  CAL-JNG, I FNOW CQYOTE SIX I S  NOT 

RE4DING ME. 

This i r  C s p t e  'l'hroo. Go Over. 

Wo a r e  aorer i ry  t h e  Cbarlie e l r e n t  . Thwere 

g e g  ever to flak up rome BbYa t h a t  bad some 

maponr and wob gear and r tuff .  U d o r r t a d  there  

a r e  f a c i l i t i e #  the re  a t  Uma Zulu Dottie to piok 

up em. mL. 

h r k  Six. Tbir 16 -to Sjx. Owor, 
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b i c l e  

mst  

a- and 

of it 

wing t h e  

I dowa 

x. 

don @t 

tr6 be- 

IS NOT 

@re 

d 60Be 

md the re  

t. piok 

Copt. 3 

Shark 6 

Coyote 3 

(Shark 6) 

Shark 6 

R,Whide 3 

Shark 6 Alpha 

RAWAIDE 3 

(R~WHIDE3 )  

(Sbark 6) 

Shark 6 Alpha 

( 1 

Sbark Six. This i s  Cqy3te Three. Affirmative, 

m can re fue l  and rearm p u  her* a t  Ibttie. Over. 

This i s  Shark Six. Roger. We can stlsy a b i t  

longer tha t  way and w n ' t  have33 head back down 

south. We csn give them I 1i t t l . e  M t  m r e  corer. 

This i s  Coyote Three. Roger. We can re fue l  you 

and rearm you and b e  g'.ad to. Over. 

Roger. Understand. 

Charlie Six. Shark Six. Were you trJing t o  con­

t a c t  me? 

This i s  Sbark Six. Go ahead. 

Shark Six. Go ahead. 

Shark Six. Rswhide Three. h e r .  

(Brlvo Six) This i s  Shark Six Alpha. 
 

We'll be r igh t  over. 
 

CH4FrJE SIX. R4WTDF TFREE. 'WET. 
 

YQU'RE C?F?WG VITA Y3UR EL-. 
 

Dropped red s m k e  over t h e r e  on location a t  th in  
  

time. There is  trJ ? i t t l e  mat'. r i c e  paddies 
 

r i g h t  together and there  is  one tayldg i n  
  

each one of them. 
 

(Ersvo Six). Sbark S ix  A?.nha. & shead 
 

792 ~ ~wm*t l~ do. ~ r . 
 

-KFFF THE MOR SMIT. 
 

Helix Three Three. 
 

Y ~ UKNOW ~ J EPOSTED ~ U R T W NC~HIP&GO.


RIGHT 0.9 UP 1.7. OVER. 

Six. Roger I believe we a r e  above your location 

a t  t h i s  time. If you give va# m d1recti:n and 

approxlmatb dir tance f m  yevr locatioa. Do 

you des i re  tha t  m jus t  give y3u some VR o r  

would you l i k e  t o  put ei t i t t l e  m3ance i n  there. 

15 



~ . l i x  3: 

( ~ r i o r c  

(Helix : 

Warlord 

Hel ix  3 

Warlord 

(Hel ix  

(Warlor 

Coyote 

Warlord 

Coyote 

Coyate 

(Warlel 

Coyote 

( Y r l o :  

(Shark 6) 

Coyote 65 

hb 65 

CHARSIE 81 

Ceyote 65 

Tabe 65 

CHIRL'E 8 1  

CCYOTE 3 

(CHZRrJE 81) 

CII \RUE CH4RLTE 

Coyote 65 

Char l ie  9 1  

Shark 6 Alpha 

Tbis m a l l  rd l i n e  j u s t  a l m s t  due west o f  y7u 
 

t h e r e  ap  roximstely ab  at 400-500 meters. 
 

Six. Go ahead. Rager. We'll go down and 
 

chack t h i s  wood l i n e  out  a t  t h i s  time. 
 

bbo S i x  Five. This i s  Coyote S ix  Five. 
 

Cbk S i x  Five. Over 
 

THIS IS CHAR7;F E I G T  'JNF. R3G"R "ET. PnE4K 
 

This is  S i x  Five. Request a Dostoff Over. 
 

This i s  Lob S lx  Five. Roger Send it Over. 
 

COYOTE THREF. CHZFL~FEIGHT ONE. o m .  
  

CqYQTFTVm. O V R .  

BRkVO SIX N"EI)S 4 WSTOFF. E4S V F  I34  4 9 )  3NE 

TJTTFP. RqSTF'R NWBPP. 00-. COORDF114TFS 733793. 

C~YOT$SIX FFIE. CH4RT,-F CH4PTJE N3TF: Chsr l ie  
Chsr l ie  is  t h e  C-mm-nd ?nd Control a i r c r a f t .  

TATS IS CT3TF TFTFFF. RqCrR TP4T. TT'4T'S 

ONE RT4. I '*nTTr. 'JFPE :J7VVTN?D.mKE T? RJnTJ PO'? T?FY 

Plck up p9int  719807. %questor Coygte Alpha 

Six. Number o f  pa t i en t s  two. U t t e r .  US. 

Nature o f  i n j u r i e s  unknown. Wounded by bow 

t rpp.  C a t e ~ o m  urgent. B n d i t i > n  qf pick up 

s i g h t  unknown. Wil-1 secure. 

TE5L BRIG4DE tE'hE ?'OVING O F F  W5TR NF;T \'ID 

W4VE ONE DN DUSTOFF NET. 

This i s  Chsr'.ie Gight One Roger. Coyote Three 

sa id  they were om t h e i r  way. Over. 

This i s  Shark S ix  Al.pha. We got  yellow s m k e  on 

t h e  bunker dqwn t h e r e  were t h a t  Mnk's a t .  I ' m  

p r e t t y  mre he  might be y m r  boy. He i s  decqrated 

RW, red s c ~ r f  and s t u f f  ' i k e  t h a t  on *at f 
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: Chsrlie 
i rcraf t .  

Alpba 

US. 

b* 

ck up 

s m k e  on 

t. I 'm 

dec?rr t  ed 

a t  f 

~ e l i x33 
 

( ~ a r i o r d  Alpha h a d ) .  
  

(Helix 33) 
 

Warlord Alpha h a d  
  

BeUx 33 
 

Warlord Alpha Lead 
 

(Helix 33) 

(Warlord Alpba Led) 

Coyote 6 

Warlord Alpha Lead 

Coyote 6 

Warlord Alpha h n d  

Coyate 6 

(Warlard Alpha Lead) 

Coyote 6 

(Warlord Alpha end) 

Three Three. Over (Repestsd). 
 

Helix Three. What reator  a r e  p a  trJnng t o  c a l l ?  
  

We got an ARVH moving i n t o  t b i s  l i t t l e  vll.bge. 
 

And the re  Is a t m o p  coming l a  from t h e  moth -

e r  - fmm the  abrth 


,iRZRF YOU TATXING 3N DESTC)FF FRRQ? 


This i s  Warlord. Go ahead Bellx. 


I ' m  being f i red a t  I ' m  certqin from the vil lage.  


Roger. Say again your l a s t .  


There i s  a troop rd.aMng i n  from the  nortb s ide  of 


thlr lI11age; 


NO, BqoB'Y TR4PS 


Roger. We're got o m  people r igh t  now on t h e  


ground aver bore a t  t h i s  H i l l  8s. The mm 


outpost and digging 3ut some mortar tuber right 


now we'l.1 rend him w e r  i n  tbt area t o  check 


bin .at a s  soon a s  possible. 


This 14 C9yote Six. me?. 


Z%irIs Warfad Al.pba Lead. GO ahead. 


Warlord A1.pba Lesd. Cayate Six. Did p u  ray 


yqu ware diggiag out some mortar tuber. Md 


you aa tua l ' y  get some tubes. h e r  


Thir i s  Warlord AlpLa Lead. That's affirmative. 


lh a r e  digging out m r t a r  t u b s  and a fow r o d s  


of r k t y  mqrtar and elghty mortar. 


Tkis Is Coyote Six. Roger. How many tubes do 


you @ow of. 


Roger. We've hot t+ s j  t h i s  time. They're 


r t i l l  going through the  area. 


This is  Coyote Six. Roger. Are they sixty 


mike, mik68. me?. 


Ah. . thatt# affirmative. 




coyote 6 

Charlie a 

DUSTOFP 252 

(Charlie Ct 

(Coyote 6 )  

Coyote 6 

CHARSIE 81 

Coyote 6 

(CRARLTE 81 

Warlord Alp 

Ceyete 6 

C o p t e  6 

(Copt@ 65) 

Coyote 6 
 

'(Wqrlord Al.pba Lead) 
 

Coyote 6 

CHkRLIE 81 

(Coyote 65) 

Coyote 6 

Coyote 6 

Shark 6 Alpha 

Shark 6 

C g o t e  6 

Coyote 6 

(Coyote 6)  

Ceyvte 6 

f i y o t e  Six. Roger. ht beau .  Cqyote Six 

Five. Coyote S ix  Over. 

&=.Five. Monitored tha t  from Warlord. I 

m r e  muld  Mke t o  know e b m t  t h e  locati-a. Over. 

Tbis i s  O o p t e  Six. Roger. 1.11 give yau that .  

S i t t i n g  qn t o p  qf H i l l  85. I f  you've go it Six Pive. 

This i a  Coyote Six. Roger. b c a t i a n  i s  H i l l  85. 

CEARLIE EZGHT ONE. RqGER. OUT. 

718778. General.ly i n  t h a t  area. Over. 

Six Fire. Good copy. Two mortar tubes 

r i c i n i t y  718-778. Over. 

Thir i s  Coyote Six. Roger. Sixty mike mike tubes. 

Roger out. 

Coyote Slx. Over. 

Coyote S i x .  Shark Six A'.pba. Wore you t rylng t o  

contact me? 

BOU .4TJS0 C~~~ 

Bravo Six, Shark Six A'pha. Were ygu t ry ing  t o  

coataa* me? 

Charlie Bird over t h e  ARVN for t .  They a r e  going 

t o  blow some mrtar tube8 or  mortar r%unds  i n  

NO WE'RE NOT 

the re  t h a t  they've s t a c k d  up. YOU might Mnda 

back of f  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Slx Coyote Six. Over. 

Coyote Six. Were do you want t o  f i r e  t h e  m?rtars? over. 

Writ. Q$t. 

(Brsvo) Sfx. Coyote Six. Go ahead with tha t  f i r ing ,  

ne problan with tha t ,  Over. 

Copt*  a x ,  you hare pemlssion t o  f i r e  the  

mortar) i n  Lbat area. h e r .  

17 
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Over. 

?at. 

Six Flve. 

L 85. 

tubes. 

oing 

n 

nda 

~ r t a r s ?  over. 

t f i r ing ,  

--- - -- 

COW~.6 ~ b g o r .  We'1.l s t a y  west if that.  over. 

Cbarlio Char?io (Brato) Six. Chart10 Char110 - - (Bravo) Six 

DUST0W 252 

(Charlie Char' l o )  

( 1 
Coyote 6 

CHhRTJE 81 

Coyote 6 

(CHARLIE 81) 

Warlord Alpha k d  

~ e p t e6 

Cbarlio Charlie. Shark S i x  wll.l be r e h e l i n g  for  

about on0 %or0and rearming. k back ?a s ta t i f l a  in 

'bout one sore. Hoes wondering what tho  nature 

a f  p u r  p r o b l a  is. 

C?Y?TE BRIVO SIX. DUST!lFF T W  FIVE M. 

Beler, Shark S i r  i s  mndoring what y m r  prab lm 18. 

Ho'a r e h e l i n g  and roarsing a r  t h i s  t i ae .  Bo back 

out  the re  I n  about one sere  t o  help you out and 

he'd U k e  t o  b o w  what you're rrquerting him f o r  and 

a. .a. ..llko to adr l re  t h a t  yaw radio i s  very woak. 

ROGFR. C3NT4CT YE 

Bravo Six. C-to SIX. Over. R b m e a d  you chant. 

batterioa.  YOU wore coming i n  v e m  wmk. Shark SIX 

wanta t o  know what ldnd of ass is tance you n o d .  O v e r .  

Six, you asked Shark Six f o r  s m o  help. Ho went to 

re fue l  a d  he ' l l  be baak and be wants t o  Im?w what 

Mnd qf assiatanco you need. &at*s  par  problem 

there  Orer. 

C o p t o  a x .  Rogor. ii y-uere putting r o r t a r  f i r e  ID 

p u  prob&blywon't n o d  Shark Six. Has t h e  Dustoff 

picked up your man j e t ?  Over. 

THIS I S  CFlZRPE EIGHT QNF. 'JUT 7UT. BRF4K. 

Regor, Dustoff is on t h e  way but you be t te r  hold 

on y ~ u r  mortar f i r e  til.ly-a got t h e  Dudtoif i m  

there. Wr. 

ROCER. OUT. EREAK. 

Warlord Alpha Load 

This i s  C g o t o  Six. Over. 



(Warlord 

(Coyote 6 

Cejote 6 

(Coyote 6 

C e p t e  6 

Helix 33 

War'.erd Alpha Lead 

CoJlte 6 

(Warlord Alpha Lend) 

Coyote 6 

Coyote 6 

(Copt. 65)  

~ e y o t e6 

(Ca~ot. 65)  

Coyote 6 

Coyote 65 

Coyote 6 

( c a ~ t .  65k 

Coyote 6 

CHlRLIE 81 

Warlord Alpha Lead 

Coyote 6 

( Y r l o r d  Alpba Lead) 

Coyote 6 

C . p t e  3 

Coyote 6 

Roger, t h i s  i s  War1,& Alpba Load. CanceL t h a t  

tw mqrtar tuber. Make t h a t  two %em s i x t y  m i l ' % - 


m t t b r ,  rixf$u mike mike martar rounds, and 
 

woere cal.ling bDD i n  now t a  destroy 'em. 
 

This i s  Cgote 81x. b g m .  negative on mortar 
 

t u k r ,  i s  t h a t  r igh t?  Over. 
 

That% affirmative. We just  got t h e  mud8 
 

didn't get t h e  tuber. 
 

This i s  Coyote Six. Roger. Out. 
 

k#te Six. h e r .  
  

This i s  Six Five. Go ahead. 
 

%is i r  Coyote Six. Dld you monitor Warlord'r 
 

t ranwisr ion.  Over. 
 

S i x  Five. Negative. 
 

Te scratch t h e  two s i x t y  millhetor nor ta r s  it 
 

was a . . a . . .on~mrta r  r o d r .  Over 
 

This i s  Cajote S ix  Five. Roger on That. Md 
 

he give you t h e  number of r-unds? qver. 

He gave me a..this is  Coyote Six. 80 gave me a 

number. I t h l & i t  vas two sera. OPer. 

Tbir i r  Six F i n .  b g m .  m h i a g  further.  Over. 

WHAT NO TUBES? 

Coyote ax .  Negative. Out. 

CH4FUE EIGHT ONE. O m .  
  

Thin i r  tJirloml Alpba t a d .  Go ahead. 
 

This I r  G y a t e  Six. Could y m  t e l l  me again how 
 

many s i x t y  milLimeter rounds p u  picked up. Mr. 
 

'Jhit was t~ sero. I ray again, tm cerO. We got 
 

t h a  a l l  mtackd up new woere p i n g  t o  blow t h a  
  

with an rXlD team from Dottie. 
 

This i s  Coyote Sjx. Thank you Out. 
 

Cojste Six, C o p t .  Three. Over. 
 

Three Coyote Six. Over. 
 

19 
 

64 



2.1 t h a t  

Lxty mil.'.i- 

n nd 

mortar 

rlord *a 

tars  it 

. 
t h e .  Over. 

mgaln bow 

up. Over. 

rO. W. got 

blow them 

I 
i 

I 

C e p t e  3 

( 1 
Coyote 6 

(Warlord Alpha Lead) 

Ceyote 6 

(Ceyote 65) 

Ceyete 6 

( W o t e  65) 

Ceyote 6 

( C q o t e  65) 

Coyote 6 

(Warlord Al?ha Lead) 

C e p t e  6 

(Sane b a n k  Delta Mlke) 

C.jote 6 

Helix 33 

C o p t e  6 

This I s  Coyote Six (Three mistakenly i d e a t i f i d s  

himself as  s i x  here) We hare a..Cbarlie Six 

r i p o r t s  tha t  a great number of people a r e  moring 

just  southwest of & f r i  (4) coordinates 7157%. 

Requert somebody check them out. Over .  

RCGrR. 4H....... 
 
This i s  Coyote Six. Roger. Out. Break. 
 

Warlord, Warlord Alpha h d .  C3yote -. Oln. 
 

Ge ahead. we a..Caa you @ r e  us the  cam- 
  

dinatem again and the  d i rec t ios  and v e ' l l  go 
 

ahead and check them out. 
 

This i s  Ceyete Six. lbger. Mrect ion is south 
 

Ah..to t h e  r o u t h s t .  1.11 get coordinates again. 
 

Brwk, Capte Tbree, Cayete Six. her. 
 

Titis is S i x  Five. Over. 
 

This i s  Coyote Six. Smy again t h o s i  coerdinates. 
 

over. 
 

Thhn i s  Six Five. Tr)95. over. 
 

Coyote Six.  725?95. Right 
 

This i s  S ix  Five. That's affirmative. O m  
  

Six. That is not southwest, but we got the  
  

coerdinrtes. Out. Break. Warlord, t h i s  is 
 

Copt. Six. her. 
 

This i s  Waded .  Ua menitord and we wi l l  
  

check both t h e  coordinates and t o  t h e  south- 
 

west ef p u r  area. 
 

Ceyete Six. Thank p u .  
  

Push f o r  a b u t  se re  five. Over. 
 

This Is C o p t e  Sir. F4ger. m h i n g  fur ther?  
  

!if3 GOT AE'UT WmNTY. 

This i e  Three Three. Ovrr. 
 

Six. Helix Tbree Tbree. Over. 
 

Six. Over. 
 



c o p t o  6 

Drank 

Sane Drank 

c o p t o  6 

coyote 6 

Same Drank I 

Sqne Drank I 

HOW# 0.7 

Sane Drank I 

l'bfa w I& 

%DO Dmak I 

R- Boy Iad 

B a r k  6 

Warlord Alpha h a d  

m a r k  6 

Shark 6 

-to 6 

sane Drank D d t a  Mike 

Roger. I'Dgoing back and Helix Thrw, Ik 

w i l t  be up r h o r t b .  

-to Six. Roger. Rank pa .  kt. 

SIX. ROGER. ?NAT DIRECTITN IS mnF Y3U. OVER. 

He's o r  h i s  way baok te your a r m .  He'll bo 

oontaotily p u .  Ho's o r  h i s  way back mw. OI.r 

Charl.10 a x .  Shark Six. 

Warlord Alpha had .  Thoso a r e  orri troop. our 

f r f o d 4  t r o o p .  W.Jr,spotted mortar t u h s  oa 

t h a  and no  a r e  get t ing them out. 

Charlio Six .  Shark Six. Fox Hke. 

RUuol a t  t h i s  time. I f  you have anything f o r  pr 

h a .  l e t  ua know a t  this time or  e lae  m ' r o  

going t e  bo boadiag on back down south. 

Six. This i s  &yoto Sir. Orsr. 

C.jatc Six. Ovor. W a u  you able  to p l l i c o  ap 

tho- mapors  Shark talked t o  -.ou a b u t  awl the  

man they Ml led?  Or.r. 

Rega. Out. 

Charlie Eight Ond. h r .  

Lndd a d  to and keep worldag mast. O v a .  

Roger. This I s  Shark SIX. Thore is a wholo 

l o t  of mwomont 7ut  t o  t h e  s?uthwmat hore along 

the  arir t r a i l  tha t  m n r  out ha.. The majarity 

of than look Uko NOD^ and c h i l ~ r e a  a d  fa rmre .  

Homr.r. t h a e  could bo romo m l l i t a ~  ago m l o r  

mixd i n  with ti-. Other t h a r  t h a t  t h e  vll?agor 

leek Lfke t h m  a r e  p re t ty  -11 ovacuetad a d  m 

don't a n  a ~ r y  .or0 movemmt a t  t b i r  t h e  so we 

a r o  going t o  head en b o k  d o n  south a d -  i f  you 

road or t d a y  $art  five ar a ohll. 

N s  i s  C o ~ s t eSix. n a r k  J?U mob. ht 

Thir i r  f ino Drank D.lk Mke. OIor. 
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YOU. OVER. 

be 

. ova 

our 

h s  on 

g f o r  w 

re 

ce up 

nd the  

e r e  

o l e  

along 

a j a r i t y  

hmerr . 
ules 

I vil3.agem 

Sane Drank Delta Mki 

Cayote 6 

Coyote 6 

w t e  6 

b p t e  6 

Copt. 6 

Same Bank Delta Mike 

Coyote 6 

Coyvte 6 

Coyote 6 

Sane Bank Delta Mke 

mev. b y  India 90 

Sane Drank Delta Mlke 

W o n  Boy I M i a  Tim Zero 

&me Drank Delta Hike 

Rowm Boy India hrr, Zero 

Tbis i s  Coyote Six. mer. 
 

This i s  Delta Mke. Ib you have somebdy f i r i n g  
  

a mortar here on t h e  beach. Over. 
 

This i s  Coyote Six. We hare a mortar down i n  
  

t h e  beach area. Heem going t o  f i r e .  I don't 
 

think heem f i red  yet. Over 
 

This i s  h l t a  Mike. I s p o t t d  two rounds l w k a  
  

like maybe s i x t y  mike m&e. In  the  r i c i n i t y  

of coordinates 7978s. Over. 

Coyvte Six. Roger I'll c h e k  it out. 

(Brgvo) tlr. Coyote Six. Over. 

Coyote Six. Hare p u  begum t o  f i r e  your w r t a b s  

yet. Over. 

Roger. Dld your Dartoff onme i n  yet. Over. 

h l t a  Flke. Coyote Sir.  Ole. 

This i s  Delta M i k e .  h e r .  I copied. Be ad- 

r i rd  we a l so  h a t .  one eighty-one mike mike i f  

you n d  us. Over. 

This i s  Coyote Six. Boger. 

Brat. Sir .  Ceyote Six. (her. 

Coyote %x. t h i s  r d n d o r ,  p u  got &a@ b a n k  

Delta HILe out the re  wba can help you qut iZ t h a t  

a r e  a. wer. 

Ssne Drank Delta Kike. Roger. ht. 

This is nowe Boy India Two Zero. Over. 

HE WAS AS I UNDERST4ND IT 

Thir i s  Delta Mke. Over. 

This is Rro Zere. I'm about tuo cero ~Inutdm 

fm you locatiom. O m .  

This i r  Delta Mlke. Come on in. her. 

Thin i s  R o w  Boy M i a  k 2.m. Roger. Out. 



I 

Ceyote 

(16rl.1 

Charu4 

Charlic 

Chrrllc 

. w . t e  

coyote 

Copt. 

I 

(Copt* 6 )  
  

Sane Drank b l t a  
  

I.YI M i a  Twm Z a e  

(&no Drank Tklta Mike) 

($no Drank Delta Eike) 

Copt. 6 

S a r k  1. going south. You gat  Delta Wke out 

there. I think he can cover t h a t  area fo r  you. 

mke, If p u  want 1'11epen t h e  beach f e r  ro- 

U e a g  etherwlre 1'11 stay  here. I 'm about 

600 yard8 off  now. Over. 

Thir i s  Two Zere. Whatever yeu think. If p U  

think ought te r t ay  i n  t h e n ,  we'll care  1.. 

over. 

Hike. Wa'n r lgh t  e f f  t h e  h a o h  new. Thae'r 

a l o t  e f  8-11 a n r  fire oamlng from t h a t  dirootien 

em t h e  boaoh. I.t h a t  pur people. over. 

TAPER G I m  M!3 FOINTW TR4INS. PLE4SE. 

Three W H R down there. Ir t h a t  Cerroct. Over. 

Vem mak. Say again, then change batteries.  h r .  

Cayate 8.h. Re~er. I can come I n  and piok t h a  

up i f  p u t 1 1  pop meke f a r  us and rocrue a plaoe 

f o r  us. over. 

b l t a  Uike. Can you t e l l  an where t h e  noarert 

friendlier a r e  i n  re la t ion  t o  ~rgp a i t i e n .  over. 

Reger. Tlunk you. Out. 

(Bravo) Slx C-te SIX.  m e l e t  m k e .  Over. 

IS HE GOING I N  TO PICK 'THEN UP. 

C o p t e  Six. L v e  the  nobdod r i t t i a '  there. Over. 

C-te six. over. 

Rir is  Six f i re .  k e  p u  going i n k  Bratetr  

a r m  te pdok up ueundd. OI.r. 

Thir i r  Ceyete Six. That'r affirmative. Onr. 

Thir i r  Six fim. Reger, we raquested h a t o f f .  

Jlut m.td te caacel it out. over. 

b p t e  Six. Reger. out. 

Tern get  rollebdy out ir t h e  a r m  where the re  1'11 

ray t h e n ' r  a b u t  r ight  er nime Disk. laflag im 

there  w l t h  web gear and everything. S.sebdy 

.yLt te p.Uoe up t h e  gear. 



B out 

,r you. 

Dr r* 

mut 

. 0I.r. 

rims. h r .  

Lck t h a  

a pho. 

n8rest 

n. Over. 

C e p t e  6 

Cwpte 6 

O h ~ l O dAle bd) 

( f i r l e d  Alpha L d )  

This i s  Coyote Sit. Oin me c d i m t e r .  Over. 

Regor, i t %  Jurt  b l e w  t h e  .. or .. Hill 85. 

Jlut t o  t h e  North of Etill 85 when wa flrd (.t 

*om jart t o  t h e  south of your flret IZ amd ale^ 

t h e  road there. Thore'r a h t ,  oh, t en  f i f t e e n  

DULI a l l  rproad eat ever t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  we (.t 

wh.r t h w  were d l  dl-IBK t o  the r outh. The 

gtmrblps rhe t  'om. We'd l i k e  to h.r i f  thore'r 

r a e b d y  i n  t h e  a r m  k pdck up t h l r  wab gearr 

'cauee r i g h t  now woere Just ke.girg pop10 

f r o .  r t r l i n g  it. 

This i r  Coyote Six. I'll get  somebody down there. 

Roger. 

Charlie Eight One. Om. 

Charlie Eight One. Onr. 

Charlie Eight One. Ovm. 

Cbarlle Six. Tkls i r  Coyote SIX Ovor. 

Charlie 3ix. Thir i r  Coyote SIX Oror. 

~ i x .~ l r l o r dhar got se re  p e p l o  he n n t r  yo8 

to  ehmk out. Jumt tp t h e  south of pur P. 

C..kct h h  and rod some p p l e  drws thore. 

thore'r rome VC t h m e  wlth rrb aqulpiaent a d  re 

em t h a t  hn be- kllld. &or. 

Regor. We a r e  o w  tho a r m  a t  t h i r  t h e  i f  

you ham ua in sight  were j p r t  a t  the north 

bare of t h e  h i l l  along t h e  road. W e l l  bo off 

yvur f r o q u m  f o r  t h e  re& t o r  - 0.0 SOTO ~ B U ~ U .  

* e l l  be pppi.t .mk. a t  t h e  d5ffore.t 1.catIorr 

dore  tkore  bodies are. 

The Wiu t h a t  m ge t  bofen. Th.~*ve get  mb 

gear. m p n r  a d  m m h i n g .  a d  i t 8  prebrbb a 

g u d  l d r  to get it of f  *kr bofere s e n o r e  oomer 

mp amd -08 tha. 



(Charlie 

Charlie 

Copt. 3 

Charlie 
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-21 

(CPT L i v i n g s t o n ' s  L e t t e r  t o  H i s  W i f e ,  1 6  March 1 9 6 8 )  

S a t u r d a y  1 6  March 68 

Dear B e t z ,  

********** Well i t s  b e e n  a  l o n g  d a y ,  saw some n a s t y  
s i g h t s .  I saw t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  i n f a n t r y m e n  a n d  w e r e  t h e y  
a n i m a l s .  The [ y ]  p r e p e d  t h e  a r e a  f i r s t ,  t h e n  a  l o t  o f  
women a n d  k i d s  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then a gun t e a m  f r o m  t h e  
s h a r k [ s ] ,  a n o t o r i o u s  k i l l e r  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  u s e d  t h e i r  
minny g u n s ,  p e o p l e  f a l l i n g  d e a d  on t h e  r o a d .  I ' v e  n e v e r  
s e e n  s o  many p e o p l e  d e a d  i n  o n e  s p o t .  N i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  
were  women a n d  k i d s .  We t o l d  t h e  g r u n t s  on t h e  g r o u n d  o f  
some i n j u r e d  k i d s .  They h e l p e d  them a l [ l - ] r i g h t .  A c a p t a i n  
walked up t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  h e  t u r n e d  away t o o k  f i v e  
s t e p s ,  a n d  f i r e d  a v o l l y  o f  s h o t s  i n t o  h e r .  T h i s  Negro 
s e r g e a n t  s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  h e a d .  F i n a l l y  o u r  
OH23 saw some wounded k i d s ,  s o  w e  a c t e d  l i k e  medivacs [mede-  
v a c s ] .  A n o t h e r  k i d  whom t h e  g r u n t s  were g o i n g  " t a k e  c a r e  
o f "  was n e x t  on o u r  l i s t .  The OH23 t o o k  him t o  Quang ~ a i [ N g a i l  
h o s p i t a l .  We h a d  t o  do  t h i s  w h i l e  we h e l d  m a c h i n e  g u n s  o n  
o u r  own t r o o p s  - Amer ican  t r o o p s .  I ' l l  t e l l  you s o m e t h i n g  
i t  s u r e  makes o n e  wonder  why w e  a r e  h e r e .  I c a n  a l s o  see 
why t h e y  h a t e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  I f  I e v e r  h e r e  a s h a r k  
open h i s  b i g  mouth  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s h o v e  my f i s t  i n t o  h i s  mouth .  

We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  c a p t a i n  a n d  s e r g e a n t  a f o r e  
m e n t i o n e d  r e p r i m a n d e d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  we w i l l  b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
b u t  we're t r y i n g .  Enough f o r  t h a t .  ********** 

B r i a n  

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY: 

Major ,  AGC 
EXHIBIT M-21 



EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT',M-22 
 
I , 

(CPT L i v i n g s t o n ' s  Le t t e r  t o  H i s  Wife ,  1 9  March 1968') 

1 9  March 68 

Dear B e t z ,  

********** You remember I t o l d  you a b o u t  t h e  m a s s a c r e  
I w i t n e s s e d ,  w e l l  I r e a d  a fo l low-up  s t o r y  i n  t h e  p a p e r .  The 
a r t i c l e  s a i d  I q u o t e  "The American t r o o p s  were i n  heavy  combat 
w i t h  an  unknown number of V .  C .  Two Americans were  k i l l e d ,  
s e v e n  wounded, and  1 2 8  V .  C .  k i l l e d . "  T h a t [ ' ] s  a bunch  o f  
b u l l .  I saw f o u r  V .  C . ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  w i t h  weapons,  and t h e  
amazing t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t ,  i s  two o f  them goat away. It made 
me s i c k  t o  w a t c h  i t .  

B r i a n  

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY: 

./PiMajor ,  A C 

EXHIBIT M-22 
 



Ss:.. r.be,md cloudiness 
,througnout Xonday. Winds 

/variable a t  3-5 knots per 
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~ ~ ~ E I I C ~ J ,DIVISION KENS 

CHU ELI ( I . ~ ~ E U C , ; L10) -- 1: combat 
assault i n t o  a hot LZ s ta r ted  the  day 
off r ight  f o r  infantrymen i n  the  Task 
Force Barker area 02 Operation Nuscatine 
yest~rday. By mid-afternoon when t h e  
en- broke contact imericalt s l l t h  Br i ­
gade soldiers with support from a r t i l l -  
ery and gunships had ki l l ed  128 Viet 
Cong. The E 8  enemy dead was the  largest  
ccemy body count recorded by the  l l t h  
Brigade f o r  a 24 hour period s k ~ c e  they 
took control of Operation Muscatine. It 
aiso i s  the  largest  nmiber k i l led  by the 
IVungle Warriors 11 in one day's fighting 
since t h q  becoigs a pa r t  of the m-ex-icsl 
Division. 

Other eneny contacts i n  the  ;.meri­
cal ls  area of southern I Corps resulted 
in 20 enemy soldiers k i l led  i n  Operation 

/%iheelcr~allowaand one enercy death re­
corded near Chu Lai. Five America1 
soldiers were k i l led  and 17 wounded and 
evacuated f o r  treatment yesterday. 

For t he  t h i rd  time i n  recent weeks 
I l t h  Brigade infantrymen i n  Task Force 
Barker raided a Viet Cong stronghold 
known as "Pinlcvillen six miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai. 

IIJungle Warriorsff, together with 
a r t i l l e ry  and helicopter support, h i t  
the vi l lage of hi early yesterday 
rnm-hg. Contacts throughout the norn­
ing and ear ly afternoon resulted in I28 
enew killed, 13 suspects debained and 
three weapons captured. 

ii Task Force Barker capany of the  
1st Battalion, 20th I n f a r k g  conducted a 
combnt assault west c f  & hi and quick- 
ly kill-ed one VC while moving away f r o m  
the LZ. "Shsrkfl gunships fron the  174th 
~ivietion Compny kil led four morc enecw 
during the  assault. 

(continued On 

ItAero Scoutlt helicopters frm thc  
I23rd ,iviation Company yere  supyortirig 
the  infantrymen and ldlled two s eneng-. 
The War Lords" also i w a t s d  40 6 h  
mortar eounds . 

The infantry comp,ny 1cci by CFT 
E m a t  Medina (Schofield Barracks, ~ a ) ,  
of the  1st Battalion, e~gagsd and klUed 
1 4  VC . end captm-.ed three M-l r i f l e s ,  3 

radio arid enemy document;$ while xiovir;;: 
toward the village. One of t he  ten  5 ' ~ s ­
pects apprehended by the ccenpany told. an 
interpreter  tha t  35 VC hed rnoved i n t o  
t he  vi l lage two hours earliler. 

4;s the  '%~rriorslzcoved. t h rcq i t  " v c  
marshes a mile west of 19 k.i tkey 
counted 69 en- bodies ki l led by e 
battery of t he  6th b t t a l i o n ,  U t h  ;irk­
i l l e ry .  The b a t t e r j  co-nd.d by 
Steven Gamble (Tortsmouth, 3 . H .  ), f i l ed  
on t h e  eneq from e lccatio? approx­
imately three miles t o  t h s  north. 

A platoon of "Barker' s '3astal.d~ft 
from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infailtnr tias 
a i r l i f t e d  in to  a pos i t im soutin of 1%­
hi. The unit 14 by ?LT Thoinzs 8. 
Willingha= lark, N. J.), elagagc4 an 
unknown number of enemy along the  beech 
one haLf mile south of the village. i.h+n 
contact was broken 30 Viet Ccng lay .dm& 

Early i n  t he  a f t e r ~ o ~ n  a platoon.&­
served e n w  soldiers 'escap-ing in?o a 
t m e l  c3nplex. Eight or" the memy x?ra 
k i l led  and web gear, hand greilades, a28 
small a r m  a?!mition ~12s recovers:':, 
Three additional susp ects  vrsr'e detnirid 
i n  the  Operatior! I-f~ocatine area 11f i s s  
northwest of Quang Ngai. 

Elements of i m r i c a l b s .  196th ~ r i ~ ~ d e  
ki l led 20 eneny troops and capbur& 
ssven weapons, including two Chiccm 

http:captm-.ed
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A3&%2'iI8 sEIsx:$­NEMS' (continued Prcm Page 1) 

light machine gws a3 r:c.t<on picked vrp 
throughovt the  ItChargr:rs'J area of Opera­
t i o n  W h e c l e r ~ l a ~ o ~ m ­;.ester day. 

A company of the  2nd BEtlJalion, 35th 
Infantry commanded b,t CFT F Ajert S. Hen­
derson (~eno ,Kev), gound the  bodies of 
ten  NVA soldiers  tkt had t e'en k i l l ed  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  Co~ l t inu iq  i t s  search 
and destroy opersJUioli the  company dis­
covered two huts c r f i t a a :  the two C h i -
cam l i g h t  machine guns, t h x a  packs, 53 
TwMs of 4Omm miunitica. two t r i p  
f l a m s  and two ~.onchos. 

hIembers of .a compeny rbf t,,be 1 s t  Bat-
-, 

talion, 6 th  M:sntr-y c rn l a~ded  t y ,  CFT 
Dan E, Prether (iiJ5bocic, Tms), .killed­
three C'C in t ~ msmparate r?nc,c,ilmte,rs, hl-. 

othsr coupany. of t h e  6t!1 Battalion, led 
b3- C W  Jaws T. Price ( ~ a y e t t e v i l l e ,  
N-C. 1: rece?,ved two incordng h a ~ d  gren­
~ 2 - 3while c11 a sweeping operatiton. The 
infar_trgme:a returned the  f i r e  and k i l led  
ens VC. .i reconnaissance element of the  
1st Bat t r~Eon,found one LkW and 100 
roE2s c'jf 7,6&m ammunition hidden i n  a 
cave. 

Et other "Chargertt action a company 
of t B s  3rd Battalion,2lst 3 d a n t r y  kill­
ed two eneay soldiers  i n  two separate 
incidents. CPT John T. Thcmasonls 
(emerna Park, Md), compacy of t h s  . 3id 
Battalion killed one VC and found the  
body of another k i l led  by small arms 
f i re .  Another 21st In fan tw  cpmpany 
commanded 'by CFT Jose. R; FeIiciano 
(Baltimore, ~ w k l - ) ,  lcilled one VC end found 
a loaded p i s t o l  during a seerch and de­
stroy mission. 

An America1 Division Long Range 
Reconnaissance Patrol  killed oneWA and 
captured a p i s t o l  and some documents. A 
campany of t h e  '4th Battalion>3lst Infan­
t r y  colmn;3nded by CFT Dariel R. l!e;lon 
(~airbanks,Alaska ) captured two more 
enany weapons, an  M-1 carbine and an AK­
47 rjith three  magasines. 

In other Operation 14heeler/Wallowa 
action, units of h e r i c a l ' s  1 s t  Squad­
ron, 1st Cavalry operating around Tam 
detained three suspects during search 
and destray missions yesterday. 

One en- was killed by an Americal 

198thBrigade unit operating south of 
Chu Lai yesterday. 

The ].one Viet Cong k i l l  occurred in 
the  afternoon when a pa t ro l  from the 
'\Brave and Bold" engaged three VC ten 
miles southeast of here. Officials re­
ported t h a t  the  area marby was constant­
l y  mined and booby t r a p p d  b r  t h e  Viet 
conga

h m e r i c a l ~ s14th , ,v ia t ior .  Battalion. 
flew 1.138 sort ies , '  carried 1,447oambat 
trooas and hauled 274 tons of -cargo in 
suppbrt of t he  divis ion yesterday, 

f l  

-- --.- ; m C ; ; L - NE%SSHE;ET-­
MG S.W. Koster, Comnding 

I4.J Patrick H. Dionnej I 0  
T.elephone: Chu Lai 3212 or  2414 

This News Sheet is published da i ly  under 
the  supervision of the 10, irmerical Div­
i s ion  as  an authorized 1 ~ x - n ~publicati&% 

T h i s  News Sheet is solely f o r  personnel 
i n  the  America1 Division and may not be 

1 d u s i c a t e d  or released t o a e  news media. 
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Exhibit M-24 is published in Volume 111, 

Book 3, Reports. 
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=552
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P
R

O
V

IN
C

E
 C

H
IE

F
 

-
-. 

--
	

m
s
m

 
S

P
E

C
IA

L
 S

T
A

F
F

 
r 

E
I

l
 

D
E

P
U

T
Y

 F
O

R
 A

D
M

lN
 

r 
I 

A
D

M
IN

IS
TR

A
TI

V
E

 
 
A

S
S

IS
TA

N
T 


 

I 
I 
	 

I 
1 

P
E

O
P

LE
S

 
-	

IN
T

E
R

N
A

L
 

A
D

M
~

N
~

S
T

R
A

T
~

O
N

 
E

C
O

N
O

M
IC

S
 8

 
R

E
V

O
LU

TI
O

N
A

R
Y

 
T

E
L

E
C

O
M

­
S

E
L

F
 

S
E

C
U

R
IT

Y
 

W
E

LF
A

R
E

 
D

E
V

E
LO

P
M

E
N

T 
M

U
N

lC
A

Tl
O

N
 

D
E

F
E

N
S

E
 

EX
H

IB
IT

 M
-2

6 

 



O
rg

a
n

iz
a

ti
o

n
 C

h
a

rt
: 

C
O

R
D

S,
 

Q
ua

ng
 N

g
ai

 
P

ro
v

in
c

e
, 
,
2
8

N
w

em
b

er
 

19
67

 

P
ro

v
in

c
e

 
S

e
n

io
r 

A
d

v
is

o
r 

A
. 
M
A
Y
 

D
ep

u
ty

 
P

ro
v

, 

E
x

ec
 M

gm
t 

( 
D

ep
-R

ev
 

D
ev

 
I

=
T
I 

R
O

B
ER

T 
G

EO
RG

E 
TH

O
M

PS
O

N
 

G
A

IN
ES

 

RO
Q

U
E.

 R
EY

ES
 

RA
NK

 
ZA

LA
M

EA
 

-
I 

B
in

h
 

S
on

 

M
AJ

 
W

IL
LO

U
G

H
B

Y
 

M
AJ

 
G

A
V

IN
 

C
PT

 F
O

R
B

ES
 

M
AJ

 
FR

A
LE

Y
 

M
A

J 
B

U
N

TI
N

G
 

M
AJ

 
SM

I'I
H

 
DR

 
JO

H
N

 
CO

N
N

EL
EY

 
 
C

PT
 V

O
LE

N
TI

N
E 

C
PT

 R
O

D
R

IG
U

EZ
 

C
PT

 S
H

IE
L

D
S 

C
PT

 S
V

O
BO

D
A

 
C

PT
 S

M
I'I

H
 
 

. 
EX

HI
BI

T 
M

-2
7 



Quang Nga* Prov$nce 
Son T i n h ,  28  March 1968  $-on T f a k  Dfgtr$ct 

No. 1 8 1 / ~ c / S T / M  

FROM: 1LT T r a n  Ngoc 'Tan 
Son Tfnh. D i s t r r c t  C U e f  

TO : Quang Nga t  P r o v f n c e  CUef 

SUBJqCT: 	 C o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  A l l t e d  Troops  S h o o t f n g  a t  t h e  R e s i d e n t s  
of  Tu Cung Hamle t ,  C o o r d t n a t a s  BS 721795 

It fs  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t :  

On 1 9  March 1 9 6 8 ,  an  e l e m e n t  of  t h e  US F o r c e a  (unspecified, 
b e c a u s e  t h i a  D i s t r i c t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  had  n o t  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n )  c o n d u c t e d  a n  o p e r a t t o n  a t  Tu Cung Hamlet (BS 7217951,  
Son My V i l l a g e ,  Son T i n h  D f s t r i c t .  It was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  when t h e  
e l emen t  e n t e r e d  t h e  h a m l e t ,  one  of  i t s  members w a s  k i l l e d  and some 
o t h e r s  wounded b y  a VC booby- t rapped  mine.  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  V C  
opened up f i e r c e l y  from t h e i r  p o s f t i o n s  i n  t h e  h a m l e t .  Meanwhile ,  
t h e  US T r o o p s  u s e d  i n t e n a e  f i r e p o w e r  w h i l e  moving i n  w i t h  a r t i l ­
l e r y  and a i r  a u p p o r t ,  i n f l i c t i n g  i n j u r i e s  on  a number of h a m l e t  
r e s i d e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  VC m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

O b s e r v a t i o n  by  t h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s :  

The Tu Cung Hamlet and t h e  n e f g h b o r i n g  h a m l e t s ,  e . g . ,  
My Laf CBS 737800) and Van T h i e n  (BS 7948041,  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  
had become i n s e c u r e  s i n c e  1964 ,  s o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
of t h e s e  a r e a s  had  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t o  Son Long (BS 638758) ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e s e  h a m l e t s  u n d e r  VC c o n t r o l .  C a s u a l t i e s  were  unaboid ­
a b l y  c a u s e d  t o  t h e  h a m l e t s  r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r e f i g h t ,  w h i l e  
t h e  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t i e s  were  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
The enemy may t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  unde rmine ,  t h r o u g h  
f a l l a c i o u s  p r o p a g a n d a ,  t h e  p r e s t i g e  of t h e  RVNAF, and f r u s t r a t e  t h e  
Government 's  r u r a l  p a c i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s ,  

TRAN-NGOC-TAN 
( s i g n e d )  

( s e a l e d )  
Cop ie s  t o :  
S2 and  S3 ,  Quang Ngai  S e c t o r  BQ 

A t r u e  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge ,  S a i g o n ,  R e p u b l i c  
of Vie tnam, .  7  J a n u a r y  1970.  

D(HIBIT M-28 
Li.eute.nant c o d o n e l ,  U .  s.. A r m y

,/ 
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Republic o f  VN Son Tinh, 11 A p r i l  1968 
Quang Ngai Province 'Numbe'r '1'9Q/CT/ST 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  

FROM: D i s t r i c t  Chief ,  Son Tinh 

TO: Lieutenant  Colonel Province Chief,  Quang Ngai 

SUBJECT: A l l i e d  Operation a t  Son My assembl?d and k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  

On 16 March 1968 an American Army u n i t  conducted a  mopping- 
up ope ra t ion  a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son My Vi l l age ,  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t .  A t  About 10 o 'c lock  on t h e  above day, t h e  American 
uni t  encountered a VC mine and r ece ived  f i r e  from Tu Cung hamlet. 
One American s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d  and a number of  o t h e r s  wounded. 

I n  response t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  a t t acked  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
assembled t h e  people and s h o t  and k i l l e d  more than  400 people 
a t  Tu Cung hamlet,  and 90 more people i n  Co Luy hamlet of Son My 
Vil lage.  While t h e  VC were withdrawing from t h e  Hemlet, 48 VC and 
more than  52 g u e r i l l a s  and s e l f  defense  s o l d i e r s  were wounded by 
h e l i c o p t e r  gun sh ips .  

Subsector comments. 
. 

Tu Cung and Co Luy a r e  two a r e a s  of  Son My V i l l a g e  t h a t  
have long been h e l d  by t h e  VC. The d i s t r i c t  f o r c e s  l a c k  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of e n t e r i n g  t h e  a rea .  Therefore,  a l l i e d  u n i t s  
f requent ly  conduct mop-up ope ra t ions  and bombing a t t a c k s  f r e e l y  i n  
the a rea .  But t h e  b a s i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  
committee i s  t h a t  a l though t h e  VC cannot be he ld  blameless  f o r  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  16 March 1968 ope ra t ion ,  t h e  Americans i n  anger  k i l l e d  
too many c i v i l i a n s .  Only one American was k i l l e d  by t h e  VC, however 
the a l l i e s  k i l l e d  n e a r  500 c i v i l i a n s  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n .  

Real ly  an a t r o c i o u s  a t t i t u d e  i f  it cannot be c a l l e d  an a c t  of 
insane v io lence .  Request you in t e rvene  on behal f  of  t h e  people.  

Respec t fu l ly  

1st Lt  Tran Ngoc Tan 
D i s t r i c t  Chief 

Copies t o :  
2nd ARVN Div Hq. 
MACV Quang Ngai Sec t  o r  
Major U.S. Advisor, Son Tinh Subsect ion 

(Courtesy Copy) 

A TRUE TRANSULATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - 6 T C ~  

WARRANT OFFICER, USA 

EXHIBIT M-29 
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S T A T E M E N T  

I 14 A p r i l  1968 

%IS STATEMENT IS  I N  REFERENCE TO LETTER FROM THE SON TINH DISTRICT CHIEF 

w !l'HE QUANC NGAI PROVINCE CHIEF, SUBJECT: ALLIED FORCES GATHERED PEOPLE 

@ SON-MY VILLAGE FUR KILLING, DATED 11 APRIL 1968. 

SON TINH DISTRICT CHIEF RECEIVED A LETTER FROM THE VILLAGE CHIEF OF 

SON-MY VILLAGE CONTAINING THE C W L A I N T  OF THE KILLING OF 490 CIVILIANS 

IWCLUDING CHILDREN AND WOMEN BY AMERICAN TROOPS. THE VILLAGE CHIEF ALLEGED 

THAT AN AMERICAN UNIT OPERATING EN THE AREA ON 16 MARCH' 1968 AND KILLED THESE 

CIVILIANS WITH THEIR OWN PERSONAL WEAPONS. THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE I N  THE 

m T S OF TU-CONG AND CO-LW LOCATED I N  THE EASTERN PORTION OF SON TINH 

DISTRICT. ACCORDING TO THE V I L ~ G ECHIEF THE AMERICAN UNIT GATHERED 400 

CIVILIANS I N  TU-CUNG HAMLET AND KILLED THEM. THEN MOVED TO CO-LW HAMLET. 

AT THIS  LOCATION THE UNIT GATHERED 9 0  XORE CIVILIANS AND KILLED THEM. 

THE SON-MY V I L U G E  CHIEF FEELS THAT T H I S  ACTION WAS TAKEN I N  REVENGE FOR 

AN AMERICAN SOLDIER KILLED BY SNIPER F I R E  I N  THE VIIWLGE. 

TRE LETTER WAS NOT GIVEN MUCH IMPORTANCE BY THE DISTRICT CHIEF BUT I T  WAS 

INVESTIGATE TKE INCIDENT AND PREPARE A REPORT. THE DISTRICT CHIEF PROCEDED 

TO INTERVIEW THE SON-MY VILLAGE CHIEF AND GOT THE SAME INPORMATION TBAT I 

HAVE D?SClJSSED ABOVE. THE DISTRICT CHIEF I S  NOT CERTAIN OF THE INFORMATION 

RECEIVED AND HE HAS T O  DEPEND ON THE WORD OF THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND OTHER 

PEOPLE LIVING I N  THE AREA. 

THE TWO HAMLETS WHERE THE INCIDENT I S  ALLEGED TO HAPPEN ARE I N  A VC CONTROLLED 

AREA SINCE 1964. 
ANGEL M. RODRIQUEZ 
CPT, IN. 
A s s t  D i s t  A d v i s o r ,  S o n  T i n h  EXHIBIT M-30 . A TRUE COPY: 



18 Ebrch 68 
REPUBLIC OF v m  HCLM 

l e t t e r  report 

Report of r e ru l t r  Son Mp Village, Rt Cung hamlet, Son Tinh Dirtrict:  

About 7 AM 15 Phr 68, an operation conducted by a l l ied  forcer war 
~onducted i n  Tu Cung hamlet. 

A lorce ccnqomd of Dir t r ic t  VC and local guerillas (rtrength 
&m) opposed the Allied operation. 

After a f ierce bat t le  the a l l i e r  ki l led 320 people a t  rubhamlet 
Thuan Yen and Blah bong. 

27 people were kil led a t  Mp Lai. Among th i r  number war a hamlet 
recurity chief named Le Van Cia. 

A t  Co Luy Hamlet 80 people young and old -re killed. The to ta l  
civiliane and guerillar ki l led during the l a s t  3 dayr 827, including 
young and old. 

A t  t h i r  tirmb the Allied operation i r  continuing and the force la  
now Located a t  Co Luy i n  Son Mg Village. 

Prarented for  CSG Chief, Q u a  Ngai 

Carapleted a t  1600 Hra 18 Ebr 68 

CSG Cadreman 

Phoag Duc 
(Lart name not legible 

A TRUE W T I O L O  TO TEE BEST OF MY KNWLKDGE, CHU IAI, REPUBLIC QP 
VIETNAM. 3 JAMlARY 1970 

,United Stater Aray 

EXHIBIT M-31 
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POSTAL MESSAGE 
 

FROM: G-2, Tactical Zone 12. 
10: Quang Ngai Sector 

Hee rage Nmber 1242/18 

Reference report number 190/ClC/S~, dated 11 April 1968 from Son Tinh 
 
District, Subject: Report that an American unit operation a t  Son My 
 
Village on 16 Mar 68 where near 500 civilians were assembled, shot and 
 
killed. 
 

Request Sector conduct another investigation. In  event report i s  not 
true, instruct Son Tinh District to rect ify the above report. I f  
correct, report to G-2, 2nd Division; th is  headquarters w i l l  intervene. 

KBC 4.277, 15 April 1968 
COL Nguyen Van Toan 
CG 2nd ARW Div, 12 Tactical Zone 
Signed LTC Pham Cao Dong Chief of Staff 

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY RNCMLEDGE, CHU M I ,  REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
1 JANWRY 1970 

'Lfeutenant Col91, United States Army 

EXHIBIT M-32 
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CS ( P e e r s  I n q u i r y )  1 2  March 1 9 7 0  

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  V i e t n a m e s e  Document 

1. E x h i b i t  M-33 i s  a n  E n g l i s h  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a V i e t n a m e s e  
(VC) document  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  M a j o r  Pham Van P h o ' s  1 2  A p r i l  
1968 memorandum t o  C o l o n e l  Toan,  C G ,  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  
( E x h i b i t  M-36) . 
2.  To p r o v i d e  t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  
V i e t n a m e s e  documen ' ts ,  a v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
was a c c o m p l i s h e d .  

, 

3. The t r a n s l a t i o n  b y  WO S e d g w i c k  D.  T o u r i s o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
E x h i b i t  M-33. 

2 I n c l  
1. E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  w e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l ,  Armor 
2. V i e t n a m e s e  document  

EXHIBIT M-33 
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Script for Megaphone 
 

THE AMERICAN DEVILS SHOW THEIR TRUE FORM 
 

(Use together with the leaflets: "Force 
 
the American pirates to repay this blood debt") 
 

The American imperialists provoked an aggressive war by invading the 
 
Southern part of our country, but they stubbornly maintained they came to help 
 
our people, calling themselves our "friends." 
 

When they first came to the South, they attempted to find a way to 
 
conceal their savage aggression. They issued directives to the American sol- 
 
diers that they must maintain good relations with our people. Their psycho- 
 
logical warfare offices also issyed what was called the "9 Disciplines" in 
 
which the general ideas were "respect women, respect the customs of the Viet- 
 
namese people," etc. and etc. 
 

When the American soldiers just set foot on this ground, they showed 
they were "refined and polite" exact in business dealings, even going so 
far as to sometimes paying more than the nonnal price, and carefully reim- 
bursing for damages. Then there were places where the people were allowed 
to come into the posts, places where they went into the hamlets to give medical 
examinations and give the people medicine. The Americans newspapermen pro- 
duced pictures of American soldiers shaking hands with the Vietnamese, kissing 
children and giiring them candy, American medics wearing Red Cross armbands 
examining the people ...these were all well known pictures taken in the places 
these soldiers were stationed. These flattered people believed the Americans 
were good friends, honest, polite and warm. How couldn't one help but be happy 
being an ally with a prosperous friend who was also go good. 

However, there comes a time when the curtain must come down at the end 
 
of the play. If, in order to become good actors and to become more talented, 
 
a play is allowed to continue on and on, it will become offensive. All the 
 
more reason for this play which flatters the people to be rubbed out quicker 
 
than any other. 
 

It could be argued that this play would become more "enjoyable," more 
 
"flavorable," if the Americans were only able to have a few more victories 
 
each year. Unfortunately, each year, the army and the people of the South 
 
are making them suffer a more painful defeat with each passing day. For 
 
that reason, these flattered people are being awakened early. At the present 
 
time, the American soldiers can no longer hide anything. They have become 
 
audacious and revealed the characteristics of every aggressive Army. On sweep 
 
operations there is a daily increase in the plundering, killing and rape. 
 
They have showed their animal savagery, their American "culture.'' In Saigon 
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one would take his penis out of his pants, place a dollar on it, and force the 
young girls selling things to them, to take it. American soldiers chased 
girls in all the public places: on the beach, on the street ...disregarding 
the looks of the passers by. In the areas they stationed troops, they 
searched the civilians in order to steal thetr money, rings, watches, and , 

ear rings...even going so far as to be able to distinguish true gold from the 
fake, and then not taking the fake. 

Their senseless acts during the first part of the recent spring offensive 
 
showed they were like seriously wounded animals, becoming more insane and 
 
more ferociously cruel, loosing all sence of h m n  behavior. They rained bombs 
 
and bullets on refugee areas in each city, especially in Hue, Saigon and 
 
Bentre. According to their own confirmation, up to 70% of the buildings 
 
in Hue were destroyed. Tens of thousands of our countrymen were killed or 
 
left homeless. Western news papermen and radio stations acknowledged that the 
 
destruction of civilian buildings in the southern cities was due to the American 
 
bombs and bullets, the reason being the American firepower was stronger than 
 
that of the Liberation Army. English newspapermen said: The American bombing 
 
directly on the cities, especially Saigon, will be condemned by public opinion. 
 
These American actions are too much. Japanese public opinion said: The 
 
Americans will be isolated and lose people's sympathy when they bomb cities, 
 
and will cause a wave of anti-American feeling in the South. Ignore public 
 
opinion and international public opinion protests. Even now the public opinion 
 
of the Americans allies is not sympathetic to the American's continuing to 
 
close their eyes and continue to commit their crimes. 
 

Recently, during their sweep operation on March 15, 1968,in Son Tinh, 
 
the American pirates insanely used automatic rifles and all other types of weapons 
 
to kill 500's of our people in Tinh Khe Village (that is, Son My). A large 
 
number of these were women and children with newborn infants, many pregnant 
 
women and even women ready to give birth. They opened fire as soon as they 
 
saw anyone, killing nearly all the livestock, burning the people's houses. 
 
26 families were completely wiped out to the last person. 
 

The ferocious American devils have thrown off their clothing to show 
 
their cruel form. 
 

Our people have only one choice, that is to strike them dead. 
 

By now our Vietnamese soldiers and officers have surely seen the true 
 
face of the Americans. How many times they fled leaving them to fight the 
 
Liberation Army troops and didn't even provide a single round of mortar fire 
 
for support, even though they were right beside them. There have even been 
 
times when they droppdd bombs on the bodies of puppet troops to destroy them 
 
completely. They often placed artillery and mortar fire on them. 
 

The role of the puppet troops being cannon fodder is quite clear. 
 
Anyone who doubts this should look at the 39th Ranger Battalion presently 
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being pushed out to the Khe Sanh area, to lie in front of the American Marines. 

This Battalion was given the name "Resigned to Death." However, the resignation 

to death here is not in the name of the fatherland as with the liberation sol­
diers but is rather to insure the lives of the 6000 American soldiers there. 


There, that's American culture, that's what good friends are like. 


How can one accept these assassins? Are these allies, these who have 

murdered our countrymen, spilling the same Vietnamese blood, red like the 

blood flowing in all our veins? 


What are you waiting for but to take the Americans guns and fire them 

into their heads to avenge our countrymen to repay the country and save my 

honour and life. 


Now is the best time of all: HE WHO HOLDS AN AMERICAN GUN SHOULD AIM 
AT TEE AMERICANS HEADS AND PULL TIE TRIGGER! 

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO TEIE BEST OF MY K N W D G E ,  W A S H m a a ,  D. C., 12 MARCH 
1970: 


/ ' 

w l ,  MI 
OACSI, HQ DA 
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Republic of VN 
Quang Ngai Province 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  

Son Tinh, 11 April 1968 
Number 190 

From: D i s t r i c t  Chief,  Son Tinh 

To: Lieutenant Colonel Province Chief, Quang Ngai 

SUBJECT: All ied operat ion a t  Son My assembled and k i l l e d  Civ i l i ans  

On 16 March 1968 an American Army un i t  conducted' a mopping- 
up operation a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son Tinh Village. 
A t  About 10 o'clock on the  above day, the  American un i t  encountered 
a VC mine and received f i r e  from Tu Cong hamlet. One American sold ier  
was k i l l e d  and a number of  o the r s  wounded. 

I n  response . the  operat ional  forces attacked the vill::ge, 
assembled the people and shot and k i l l e d  more than 400 people 
a t  Tu Cung hamlet, and 90 more people i n  Co Luy hamlet of Son ~y 
Village. TJl~ile the  VC were withdrawing from the Hamlet, 48 VC and 
more than 52 g u e r i l l a s  and s e l f  defense so ld ie r s  were wounded by 
hel icopter  gun ships. 

Subsector comments. 

Tu Cung and Co Luy are  two areas  of  Son My Village th:.t 
have long been held by the VC. The d i s t r i c t  forces lack the 
capabi l i ty  of  enter ing  the area. Therefore, a l l i e d  u n i t s  
frequently conduct mop-up-operations and bombing a t t acks  f r ee ly  i n  the  
area. But the  bas ic  pos i t ion  of the  repor t  of the  Son My v i l l a g e  committee 
i s  t h a t  although the  VC cannot be held blamless for  t h e i r  ac t ions  
i n  the  16 March 1968 operation, the Americans i n  anger k i l l e d  too 
many c iv i l i ans .  Only one American was k i l l e d  by the  VC, however 
the a l l i e s  k i l l e d  near  500 c i v i l i a n s  i n  r e t a l i a t ion .  

Really an a t roc ious  a t t i t u d e  i f  i t  cannot be ca l led  an 
a c t  of insane violence. Request you intervene on beha12 of the  pcoplc. 

Respect f u l l y  

1st Lt  Tran Ngoc Tan 
D i s t r i c t  Chief 

Copies t o  
2nd ARVN Div Hq. 
MACV Quang Ngai Sector 
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16  F e b r u a r y  1970 

NOTE FROM COL WHALEN 

The h a n d w r i t i n g  on  t h e  document i s  t h a t  of  COL Khien ,  
f o r m e r l y  t h e  Quang Ngai P r o v i n c e  C h i e f .  

It i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e  same d a t a  a s  t h a t  
on t h e  copy t h a t  was n o t e d  a t  a  p r e v i o u s  i n t e r v i e w .  

He r e c e i v e d  t h e  d a t a  f rom a US A d v i s o r  -- h e  d o e s n ' t  remem­
b e r  b u t  t h i n k s  t h a t  i t  was t h e G -  2 A d v i s o r  -­

P r e s e n t  were  LTC S t a n b e r r y  
M r .  W e l l s  
C O L  Wi l son  
Quang T r i  



The 
n o t i c e  i s  
Front  Com 

Concernin, 
The i r  Lac 

Who : 
SON TINH 

The I 
l i k e  ever :  
about t o  : 
gle .  Sudc 
Mountain, 
Hamlet of 
l e t  were I 
n ine  h e l i c  
sub-hamlet 
ing  v i o l e r  
formed the  
of k i l l i n g  
group d e s t  
These Amer 
Div i s ion  w 
de f ea t  i n  
k i l l e d ,  ho 
chickens a 

They 
were r aped  
k i l l i n g  i n  

A t  xo: 
a l l  t h e  c i  
bayonet po 
Mr. N H I E U '  
c i v i l i a n s  ' 

by b u r s t s  I 

sprawled a1 
60 y e a r  0 1 1  

arms. M O S ~  

- - 

L:. :,s,+.. byl*d  

I 

:2-?~-tr~?p +.rfnt~~ r u n ~ - ~ i ,k!nkl 

u..r ,* --fr 

or so khbo tqa&thudng. 

~2 t l ; , ~ * - l ~ ~ n gh i b i  QuCzj di iq  h&-I* te"n-cciog rda 
fp,do@p tip- d?jq&e_ban chet t n n  10(' vfitqi .g* 
o w  va w,wy:-.3not g i  09 ilq-lii; s ~~n-ps".:;nng t k , a i  W, 
r u t  l u l  khoi 8p 6; bi -8rfh- v b t n n g  blk oh& 48 tfn .) 
hen 52 th 0684 ty-puma d du4dakt VC.h& thlMng tgi mng

&Sn s6i t x m .  
ma- -ldcyo­

atJ qt tai-86 Gn-4th;n &.khhg &i 1.3 euU­
bga,t3i;u efah nhan-l+ !8 ­

di.l muag-& 
uj'fd

,&& P---­
,< ,bf l lb k; //-­

! . - c,: &q+(j& : 

- ,sOI S / 2 / B E / E  
b 

t2-144 T ~ . ~ I ~Cl TR/~N.NO?C-T& 

&* 



z-&n #,. 
a;. ' ~ u g l C  

nGc t i o y 4 m  
rc.t?! 39 % 
kic3 tll thkfdq 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f u l l  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a t h r e e  page 
n o t i c e  i s s u e d  by t h e  QUANG N G A I  (P) Nat iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
Front Committee, d t d  28 Mar 68: 

N O T I C E  

Concerning t h e  Crimes Committed by U S  I m p e r i a l i s t s  and 
The i r  Lackeys 

Who K i l l e d  more than  500 C i v i l i a n s  of  T I N H  KHE ( V ) ,  
SON T I N H  (D) 

The morning of 16 March 1968 was a q u i b t  morning, j u s t  
l i k e  every o t h e r  morning, wi th  t h e  people  of T I N H  KHE V i l l a g e  
about t o  s t a r t  ano the r  l a b o r i o u s  day of p roduc t ion  and s t rug -  
g l e .  Suddenly, a r t i l l e r y  rounds began pouring i n  from N U 1  RAM 
Mountain, B I N H  LIEN and QUANG N G A I  Sub-sector. XOM LANG Sub-
Hamlet of  TU CUNG Hamlet and XOM GO Sub-Hamlet of CO LUY Ham­
l e t  were pounded by a r t i l l e r y  f o r  hours.  After t h e  s h e l l i n g ,  
n ine  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed t roops  who bes ieged  t h e  two small 
sub-hamlets. The U S  s o l d i e r s  were l i k e  wi ld  animals ,  charg­
i n g  v i o l e n t l y  i n t o  t h e  hamlets ,  k i l l i n g  and des t roy ing .  They 
formed themselves i n t o  t h r e e  groups:  one group was i n  charge 
of k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  one group burned h u t s  and t h e  t h i r d  
group des t royed  v e g e t a t i o n  and t r e e s  and k i l l e d  animals. 
These American t r o o p s  belonged t o  t h e  3d Brigade o f  t h e  82d 
Div is ion  which had j u s t  come t o  Vie t  Nam and s u f f e r e d  a 
d e f e a t  i n  t h e  Spr ing.  Wherever t hey  went, c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d ,  houses and v e g e t a t i o n  were des t royed  and cows, b u f f a l o ,  
chickens and ducks were a l s o  k i l l e d .  

They even k i l l e d  o l d  people  and c h i l d r e n ;  pregnant  women 
were raped and k i l l e d .  This  was by f a r  t h e  most b a r b a r i c  
k i l l i n g  i n  human h i s t o r y .  

A t  XOM LANG Sub-Hamlet of  TU CUNG Hamlet, they  rou ted  
a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  ou t  o f  t h e i r  bunkers and herded them, a t *  
bayonet p o i n t ,  i n t o  a group n e a r  a d i t c h  i n  f r o n t  of 
M r .  N H I E U t s  g a t e  ( M r .  NHIEU was 46 y e a r s  o l d ) .  About 100 
c i v i l i a n s  who s q u a t t e d  i n  a s i n g l e  l i n e  were k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y  
by b u r s t s  of au tomat ic  r i f l e  f i r e  and M79 rounds. Bodies were 
sprawled about ,  blood was a l l  over.  Among t h o s e  k i l l e d  were 
60 y e a r  o l d  men and newly born bab ie s  s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  mother 's  
arms. Most of them were c h i l d r e n  from 1 t o  1 4  y e a r s  old .  
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Badly wounded c h i l d r e n  who were screaming were s h o t  t o  dea th .  

Some e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s  were massacred.  I n h a b i t a n t s  were 
k i l l e d  i n s i d e  bunkers ,  i n  t h e  ga rdens  of  t h e i r  homes o r  i n  
t h e  a l l e y s  o f  t h e  hamlet .  M r .  HUONG THO, 72 y e a r s  o l d ,  
was b e a t e n ,  h i s  b e a r d  was c u t ,  and he was pushed i n t o  a w e l l  
and s h o t  w i th  au toma t i c  r i f l e  f i r e  u n t i l  h i s  body submerged. 
NGUYET, 12 y e a r s  o l d ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  raped ,  was bayoneted  i n  
t h e  vag ina  and r e s t  o f  h e r  body. PHAN THI M U I ,  15 y e a r s  o l d ,  
was raped  and t h e n  burned t;o d e a t h  i n  a r i c e  bowl. The 
e n t i r e  seven members o f  M r .  LE LY1s f ami ly  were k i l l e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  youngest  4 y e a r  o l d  nephew and 70 y e a r  o l d  
M r .  LY. The o n l y  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e  f ami ly  was a m a r r i e d  
daugh t e r  who l i v e d  somewhere e l s e  and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  hamlet  
a f t e r  t h e  massacre ,  t o  c r y ,  h o l d i n g  h e r  be loved  r e l a t i v e s 1  
bod i e s  i n  h e r  arms, ( s h e  s e t  up an  a l t a r  a t  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  
burned house and p rayed  f o r  h e r  seven dead r e l a t i v e s . )  Neigh­
b o r s  s e t  up a l t a r s  f o +  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  had no s u r v i v i n g  r e l a t i v e s .  

The t o t a l  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  a t  XOM LANG Sub-Hamlet 
was 2060, i n c l u d i n ~  o l d  peop l e ,  c h i l d r e n ,  women and young people, 

A t  XOM GO Sub-Hamlet o f  CO LUY Hamlets ,  American p i r a t e s  
blew up and burned e v e r y  h u t  and t o s s e d  g r enades  i n t o  c i v i l i a n  
s h e l t e r s .  The sand  was soaked w i t h  b lood ;  beheaded bod i e s  
l a y  sp rawled  on t h e  ground.  People  d i e d  w i thou t  enough t ime  
t o  u t t e r  a word! Mothers h o l d i n g  s o n s t  bodies!  Grandmothers 
h o l d i n g  g randsons1  bod i e s .  They d i e d  unjustly-. F i f t e e n  
peop le  were k i l l e d  i n s i d e  M r .  LE1s s h e l t e r .  They even k i l l e d  
p regnan t  women. VO THI H A I ,  who had g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  a c h i l d  
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  was r aped  and k i l l e d ,  l e a v i n g  beh ind  a 
newly-born baby w i t h  no mi lk ,  w i t h  no Qne t o  s u c k l e  i t .  NGUYEN 
THI NGON, 32 y e a r s  o l d ,  n e a r  t h e  end of  h e r  pregnancy,  was 
m u t i l a t e d  i n s i d e  h e r  bunker ,  expos ing  t h e  s t i r r i n g ,  unborn baby. 
While 30 y e a r  o l d  VO THI PHU was f e e d i n g  h e r  baby,  t h e y  snatched 
h e r  baby away and r aped  h e r .  L a t e r ,  bo th  were burned t o  death .  

Mrs. KHEO, 65 y e a r s  o l d ,  was s h o t  t o  d e a t h  by t h e  bunker 
e n t r a n c e  and h e r  body was t o s s e d  o n t o  t h e  bu rn ing  f i r e .  M r .  
DUONG, 85 y e a r s  o l d ,  was marched o u t  o f  t h e  bunker  when t h e y  
came. They marched him t o  eve ry  bunker,  showing him t h e  
s i g h t s  o f  t h e  b a r b a r i c  k i l l i n g s .  They o f f e r e d  him po i soned  
candy, b u t  he  caugh t  t h e  bad smell and d i d n ' t  e a t  t h e  candy. 
They s ea r ched  him and found n o t h i n g  and r e l e a s e d  him. 
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A t  t h i s  p l a c e ,  American p i r a t e s  k i l l e d  92, wounded 10,  
burned 304 h u t s ,  d e s t r o y e d  98 bunkers  and d e s t r o y e d  and 
burned c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y  wor th  900,000 p i a s t r e s .  

C i v i l i a n  l a b o r e r s  who had come t o  work o r  t o  v i s i t  
a t  TU CUNG Hamlet and CO LUY H a m l e t  were a l s o  

massacred. 

Thus, on 16 March 1968, t h e  U S  p i r a t e s  and t h e i r  
lackeys massacred  a t o t a l  o f  502 peop l e  a t  TU CUNG Hamlet 
and CO LUY Hamlet o f  TINH KHE V i l l a g e  and wounded 50 who 
survived t h e  f i r s t  b u r s t s  o f  au toma t i c  r i f l e  f i r e .  Among 
the dead were 67 o l d  peop l e ,  170 c h i l d r e n ,  137 women. A l l  
huts ,  t r e e s  and animals were comple te ly  burned and de s t royed .  

Th i s  i s  by f a r  t h e  most t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  b a r b a r i c  massacres  
committed by t h e  U S  I m p e r i a l i s t s  a g a i n s t  o u r  People .  

L ike  t h e  o t h e r  e a r l i e r  massacres  by American and Korean 
p i r a t e s  a t  PHUONG D I N H ,  SON TINH; VAN HA, (MO DUC) PHU THO, 
(NGHTA HANH) B I N H  HOA, (BINH SON) PHO M I N H ,  (DUC PHO) t h e  
TINH KHE V i l l a g e  massacre  was t h e  wors t  cr ime committed by 
the U S  I m p e r i a l i s t s  and t h e i r  l a ckeys  b e f o r e  t h e i r  complete 
de fea t .  

The Heavens w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h i s !  The b l u e  ocean 
waters w i l l  n o t  wash away t h e  h a t r e d .  These murders  are 
even more savage t h a n  H i l t e r  o f  TAN THUY HOAN ( T r a n s l a t e r ' s  
Note: TAN THUY HOAN was t h e  Chinese emperor who o r d e r e d  
hundreds o f  thousands  o f  c i v i l i a n s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  Great Wall, 
which r e s u l t e d  i n  thousands  o f  d e a t h s . )  

Shamefully d e f e a t e d ,  confused,  t h e  enemy i s  l i k e  a w i l d  
animal j u s t  b e f o r e  dying,  due t o  o u r  thunderous  S p r i n g  a t t a c k .  
They have become e x c i t e d  and c r azy ,  hoping t o  shake o u r  
s p i r i t  and t h e  h e r o i c  t r a d i t i o n  o f  o u r  peop le .  QUANG N G A I  
i s  t h e  p rov ince  of  proud BA TO, u p r i s i n g  TRA BONG, BA G I A ,  
VAN TUONG, t h e  p rov ince  o f  g l o r i o u s  v i c t o r i e s  t h a t  s c a r e d  
the enemy. 

With deep h a t r e d  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  t h e  peop le  o f  TINH KHE, 
as w e l l  as t h e  peop l e  and armed f o r c e s  o f  QUANG N G A I  P rov ince ,  
have t u r n e d  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s  and h a t r e d  i n t o  a r i s i n g ,  vengefu l  
force .  



A f t e r  t h e  massacre ,  t h e  peop le  o f  TINH KHE V i l l a g e  
wiped away t h e i r  t e a r s ,  h a t e  deep i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  and 
b r a v e l y  r e b u i l t  t h e i r  homes, c l e a r i n g  away a l l  t r a c e s  
o f  t r a g e d y ,  growing p o t a t o e s ,  r i c e .  

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  massacre ,  TINH KHE g u e r r i l l a s  
and o t h e r  v i l l a g e  g u e r r i l l a s  k i l l e d  31 enemy s o l d i e r s  on 
1 7  and 19 March 1968, i n c l u d i n g  1 7  Americans. TINH KHE 
g u e r r i l l a s  p e r s o n a l l y  k i l l e d  8  Americans on 1 7  March. 
The armed f o r c e s  o f  t h e  p rov ince  have f o r c e d  t h e  enemy t o  pay 
t h e i r  bloody d e b t .  

During t h e  15  days from 1 3  March t o  28 March 68, Local  
Force  and QUANG N G A I  g u e r r i l l a s  fough t  many b a t t l e s ,  k i l l i n g  
298 enemy s o l d i e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  20 Americans, and c a p t u r e d  
much equipment.  

The massacre  o f  t h e  500 c i v i l i a n s  of TINH KHE has  
i n c r e a s e d  o u r  h a t r e d .  We must a t t a c k  con t i nuous ly ,  r i s i n g  
up t o  make t h e  enemy pay t h e i r  deb t s !  

28 March 1968 

N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t  Committee 
o f  QUANG N G A I  Province  
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12 Apri l  1968 

Iam FOR COL CG, 2dARVN Div 

An American Unit Operating i n  Eas t  Son Tinh on 16 Mar 68, Shot U ~ ~ ~ :
and Kil led More Than 400 Civi l ians .  IS 

In a propaganda l e a f l e t  the VC have used the operation conducted by 
a, American u n i t  a t  Son My (Son Tinh) on 15 March 1968, saying t h a t  the 
US unit assembled, sho t  and k i l l e d  500 people (including men and women, 

and old.) Their  object ive  is t o  i n c i t e  the  people againat  the I ~ S  
military 

On 16 Mar 68 US u n i t  conducted an operation a t  Son My (East Son Tinh 
area, considered by Son Tinh subsector t o  be en inaecure area) .  A t  
1000 houra the US u n i t  received f i r e  from Tu Cong hamlet and a l s o  h i t  a 
mine. One US was k i l l e d  and a number wounded. 

I After t h a t  the  US u n i t  assaulted the hamlet, assembled the  people, 

then shot and k i l l e d  over 400 people i n  Tu Cong hamlet and 90 people 

i n  Co Luy hamlet. 


Attached is a copy of the  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  and the  repor t  I of the Son Ti* D i s t r i c t  Chief. 

KBC 4.277, 12 Apri l  1968 
Major Pham Van Pho 
G- 2 

IMargin notea made by General (then Colonel) Toan on t h i s  document 
as follows: 

Quang Ngai Sector Review t h i s  
investigation. I f  the re  is nothing 
to  it ,  have the  D i s t r i c t  r e c t i f y  repor t  -­
If it is t r u e ,  link-up with the  
America1 Division t o  have t h i s  stopped. 

A TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNWLEDGE, CHU L A X ,  REPUBLIC OF' VIETNAM 
1 JANUARY 1970 

/ BICLY k. 
Lieutenant Colone i t e d  S t a t e s  Atmy 

EXHIBIT M-36 
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groadcast 	 American m i l  Appears

(Ceordinate t h i s  breadcast with l e a f l e t s  : "Let h e r i c m  
  
E h ~ yPay This Bleedy Debt.) 
 

be r i can  imper ia l i s t s  make Vietnam aggressive war ,  but he s a i d  t h a t  he 
came here t e  "help" eur peeple and he c a l l s  h i m ~ e l f  a s  e m  fr iend.  

When he a r r ives  i n  Seuth Vietnam he t r i e s  t s  hide h is  bad aggressive a b i t i e m ,  
He to ld  h i s  t rbopers  t e  respect  Vietnamese peeple and make good r e l a t i ensh ip  
with t h m .  H i s  psyeps a l s o  give t reops "cemmandments" whase centents a r e  
"Have t e  respect  wallpen and Vietnamese t r . -d i t i ens  and custems.It 

When American t ro sps  had j u s t  a r r ived  i n  Vietnam, they  t r i e d  t o  shew t h m -  
selves as "Henerable gentlemen" s e l l i n g  e r  buying f a i r  and square, even ,pay- 
ing higher than  market pr ices .  When they  destrsyed semething, they paid f e r  
it with money. Then seme pes t s  allewed peeple t e  ceme, and dacters  were 
sent t e  same where t e  give peeple medical aid. American press  shows ssme pic- 
tures ef Americans and Vietnamese shaking hands - Americans k i s s  V i e t n a e s e  
peeple and give them candies - e r  Americans with Red Cress s igns  a t  t h e i r  
arms give medical a i d  t e  Vietnamese peeple ... and they beast t h a t  t h i s  is  
one ef fami l ia r  p ic tures  around American t reeps  lecat ions.  

This demagegy makes same ARVN t reops bel ieve Americans a r e  geed fr iends.  How 
hamy it is i f  we 	 have such geed and r i c h  fr iends!  

But any play has t e  end, a l t h ~ u g h  t h e  ac t e r s  a r e  s k i l l f u l ,  but they p lay  enly 
ene act, they w i l l  become seen unsk i l l fu l  - and t h e  play w i l l  becerne a bad 
cene. Se the  dmagsgy w i l l  beceme "true",  "urnask", easier  than  any plays. 

The r e l e  can be played more beaut i fu l ly  if U.S. t r s s p s  c e ~ l l e c t  mere v i c t e r i e e  
every year, but they a r e  beaten mere heavily by aur peeple year by year. Se  
the dema~egy i s  unmasked mere easy. New, U.S. t reops  can ne t  hide anything, 
they have shewn a l l  bad ambition which belengs t e  any aggressive treeps. I n  
sweep eperathons, they l e o t  peeplets  propert ies ,  destroy warything,  rape  
women, they have shown t h e i r  animal ambitisn, t h e i r  c iv i l i za t ion .  I n  Saigon 
ene American had put h i s  penis outside his u ants, and ene d e l l a r  was put en 
it, which he paid t e  a g i r l .  U.S.  t r e sps  play g i r l s  every publ ic  areas: 
beach, readside ... they da not ca re  abeut peeple passing b;y. I n  U.S. t reop  
l@catisns,  they search peeple t o  get  p ias te r ,  geld r ings,  watches, ear r ings,  
they a r e  so cunning t h a t  they de not pick up f a l s e  

h e  t o  t h e i r  great  defea ts  i n  the  recent  Spring, they a r e  l i k e  wild w~unded 
animal, t h e  more they wriggle, t h e  more bad ac t iens  a r e  done - d e f i n i t e l y  
inhmm deings. They had drepped bombs a t  randem ento pepuleus areas  and 
c i t ies  such a s  HUE, SAIGON, BEN TRE. They confirmed t h a t  9% of houses were 
destreyed i n  HUE City. Thousands ef our peeple were k i l l e d  e r  homeless' 
Western newspapers and r ad io  s tq t ions  a l s e  cenfirmed t h a t  a l l  t h e  damages of 
houses i n  Seuth Vietnam c i t i e s  came frem American bembs and amme because 
U.S. has mere f i r e  pewer than NLF treops. Br i t i sh  newspapers s a id  Americans 
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h b d  ci t ies ,  e s p e c q  Saigon City, it would be corrisrred by rpinion 
it war tag mrehwhen h e r i c m  did that. Japaneso public rpinirrr said* 
h m i c 8  b. b r l a t d  & h 8 @8ppred8tiOn Whm t h q  b r b  S a t h  ~ 4 . t ­
rureso citioa. It would u k e  an anti-American wave in the  South V i o t r i r ,  
ualear the world public opinion proterted, and plre there wam not a tmad­
mity of U i e a .  American8 r t i l l  clwe the i r  eyer, shut the i r  ear8 t o  p e -  
form the i r  cruel a d s .  

A weep operatien was coaluctd en 15 M a r  68 recent* in SON TINH. Craw 
American en- used l igh t  archinogun8 and k h d r  ef n s a p o ~  t e  k i l l  
our inmecent civil- poop10 in TINH KHlE Village (SON MX (V)). Host ef 
them were m e n ,  kid., thare were r r e  jur t  born babier a d  pregnant me.. 
They #hot everything t h w  saw, t h w  killed a l l  d r e r t i c  animals, t h q  burned 
a l l  peoplemr hotmer. There were 26 families killed cuplet- - no rrrrrivorr. 

The f ierce dsvi l  Americana dropped down their  pr iest  cwerr  t o  beem barbarour, 
and cruel. 

American welf farget the i r  g o d  rheeprfl appearance. T h q  opened mouth t o  eat, 
drink our people blood with a l l  the i r  a n h d  barbarity. 

Our people hnre only one w y ,  it is t e  k i l l  t h m  so  t h q  can net b i t e  around 
anpore. 

Vietnam efficers, soldim- brothers, it is a b u t  tks t o  knew the t ruo face of 
Americans. There were r e  many tires t h q  fargot you when you ware bi t ten 
m ' a  t r ~ p sbutIrthey have never f i red  m e a r  round t o  suppCt JI. 
Even t h q  are r ight  bmido you rrd t h q  also &opped b a b r  on puppet d@ b d w  
t e  suppresr and s a e t i r e s  t h q  r.rhPred r ight  on your formation. 

The pooitier ef puppet treops aa the i r  targats are so clear. m e  r t i l l  
doubt, just leak a t  the 39th Ranger Battalien s t a t i e r d  in K H E  SANH arua. T)wy
used th. unit as an ebotacle i n  the f r e r t  for American Horines, you . I reaq 
know t h q  o f f e r d  this battalien aa 're* t o  di@ but it deeen't mean hhe 
same as the reaning of f e r  f atherlandd os NLF seldiers, t h q  said 
tha t  because they wanted t e  protect 6000 American tr..po there. 

So it is the American civi l izat ion it F. tb good of f'riend. a8 you see t h a  ­
a murdered, ki l led  your blood people - made a vietaameoe bl.4 .stream running 
as  b l o d  in own bodier - as an a l l ied  a-net? 

What are  you waiting for  ! Use r ight  American gum t o  rho& r ight  their  had8 
in order t o  muye our people, t e  wahh out inru l t  t e  our nation and a w e  yo- 
prmd and your .VI l i i e .  

T h i s  t h o :  nore than ever before 
American gun8 are  in your h8nd8 
Peint t o  American he@ and rho&! 
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~ ~ ~ u b l i cVN Son Tinh,  11 A p r i l  1968of 
Quang Ngai Prov ince  Number 190/CT/ST 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  

FROM: D i s t r i c t  Ch i e f ,  Son Tinh 

L i eu t enan t  Colone l  P rov ince  Ch ie f ,  Quang Ngai ITO:  
ISUBJECT: A l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Son My assembled and k i l l e d  C i v i l i a n s  

On 16 March 1968 an American Army u n i t  conducted a  mopping- 
up opera t ion  a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets  o f  Son Tinh V i l l a g e .  
At About 1 g  o ' c l o c k  on t h e  above day,  t h e  American u n i t  encounte red  
a VC mine and r e c e i v e d  f i r e  from Tu Cung hamle t .  One American s o l d i e r  
was k i l l e d  and a number of o t h e r s  wounded. 

I n  response  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
  
assembled t h e  peop le  and s h o t  and k i l l e d  more t h a n  400 people  
  
at Tu Cung hamle t ,  and 90 more people  i n  Co Luy hamlet  of Son My 
 
Village. While t h e  VC were withdrawing from t h e  Hamlet, 48 VC and 
 
more than  52 g u e r i l l a s  and s e l f  de f ense  s o l d i e r s  were wounded by 
 
helicopter gun s h i p s .  
  

I~ubsec to r  comments . 
Tu Cung and Co Luy a r e  two a r e a s  of  Son My V i l l a g e  t h a t  
  

have long been h e l d  by t h e  VC. The d i s t r i c t  f o r c e s  l a c k  t h e  
  
capabil i ty of e n t e r i n g  t h e  a r e a .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l i e d  u n i t s  
  
frequently conduct  mop-up o p e r a t i o n s  and bombing a t t a c k s  f r e e l y  i n  
  
the a rea .  But t h e  b a s i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Son My 
 
Village committee i s  t h a t  a l t hough  t h e  VC cannot  be h e l d  b lameless  
  
for t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  16 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  Americans i n  
  
anger k i l l e d  t o o  many c i v i l i a n s .  Only one American was k i l l e d  
  
by the VC, however, t h e  a l l i e d  k i l l e d  n e a r  500 c i v i l i a n s  i n  
  
r e t a l i a t i on .  
  



Really an a t r o c i o u s  a t t i t u d e  i f  i t  cannot be c a l l e d  an a c t  
of insane violence.  Request you in t e rvene  on behalf  of t h e  people.  

Respect fu l ly  

1st L t  Tran Ngoc Tan 
D i s t r i c t  Chief 

Copies t o :  
  
2nd ARVN Div Hq. 
 
MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r  
  

(Courtesy copy) 

Note: 1 - Stamp a t  top  of page - "VUNG LEN DIET' CONGtt 
"Rise up & k i l l  t h e  communists". 2.- Stamp midway down 
page i n  l e f t  hand margin - "TO1 - KHAN" - Top P r i o r i t y  

A TRUE TRANSULATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, HEADQUARTERS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - 7 FEBRUARY 1970 

WARRANT OFFICER USA­
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f i  March 1968 

Tot A l l  Kembers of Advisorg
Tesm 2 and Attached or 
 
Sumorting US Elements 
 

1, On the eve of my departure for a new assignment?,, I wish to  
m e a s  my deep appreciatim to  each of you for your loyal and skill­
rn e~p~0rti' I 

' 

2. In our preoccupation dth the details of daily rbrk we tend 
to & e l l  on things that go wrong and to  overlook real accamplishments. 
I tblnk, howevor, that within the 12thDTA commendable progress was 
made during the past year - a t  least from the military point of view. 

3. Specific indications of this progress are as followsr 

a, In 1967 nearly 7OOC)VC were K I A  (body count) by the i?I) 
Mvision and associated RF/PF units. I n  1968 by the end of Februafy 
ARVN Forces in the 12th MIA accounted for an additional 2045 VC K I A ' s- a 4G upsurgc i n  the ratc a t  which enemy personnel have been destroyed. 

b. &-I 1966 the ratio of OIE" fa ARVB Ulled  was about 3 to  &, 
In 1967 it was over 5 t o  1. So P q  in  1968 it is.I?aming just under 7 

c. In  1967 the mmber (438)of EIoi Chanhs i n  the 12th IYUm­
ceeded that for 1966 by nearly 5 6  .­

d, For the first time the 2D Mvision became training conscious, 
Tbs program needs much improving, but it does reprnsent a start. A a
at leadership cowse was begun a t  the Divisicn T r a i n i n g  Center. Morethan J00 squad m d  platcon leaders have attended and +returned t o  
tbsir units with increased effectiveness. 

iT. 

e. On 31 January 1968 the dBW Forces i n  the 12th DTA repulsed
the W Tet OffmsLm with decisive results. Ch that one day we accounted 
for 1223 VC K I A  (cmfinaed), 111 VCC, and 4hh reap038 captured. I have 
Pot heard of aqy division - US, Korean, or ARVN .Iwbich has had better 
~~eultei n  a single day18 action, 

t. Although the Tet Offensive disrupted tbs BD Progrsm, 1 
believe it drove m y  Indifferent fletnenese citism8 to side positively 
4- the IE. I think the disruptsonis kuporar).and that vlth 

L 



r PUCTL2DSA March 1968 
SU6JECT: Appreciation 

continued strong mil i tary pressure on the communist forces, we w i l l  
see incrensed progress in pacification as  a long t e r m  resul t ,  

3. Finally, I believe tha t  o m  cause i n  Vietnm i s  jus t  and 
proper. Cov~ilmismis  an evi l  mordce t o  a31 thing.: %reher.ic:ms 
stand fo ro  l!e should f ight  i% with every rzsoui4ce a t  our dis.~osal,  
whenever sad wherever we cm, E' we b e d  %hs dissente~*sZ I ~dox:~ 
who capture the headlines o r  our niisg~iided press, rt so3e <&a,~zlpoint 
in the future ow naticn wauld be f o x e d  t o  accept cm~n:u>isi; s la~ary  
without a f lght  and t5tbout a choice. You cm be proad of the part 
you are plaring t o  insure t ha t  such a day never cm-es. 



4 March 1968 
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E x h i b i t  M - 3 8  i s  publ i shed  i n  Volume 111, 

Book 3 ,  Reports .  


EXHIBIT M-38 
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At appraxirnate13 0750 hours. 13 Jww 1968 Ii. report was received, that a 
UU1D helicopter &nd a 02 observation ..1rcra.tt had oruhlld in t.he vicinity 
of 1£ 723801. 

Major Hea!. imm.o41at..l.y radiOed instructiona to two ot his KF rUle 
eow:pani.. to divert them from t.heir aall1gned. tlbjectifts, to the crash .ite, 
.nth tho mi..ion ot ••o\U"wg tho _d oircrott. 

~l ajor Heal then collact&d hie acetol" atat!, a total. oE elevcm. JUD and :3 W 
advieon and moved 1'rom hu CP location, vicinit)' BS "/04,703, directl,y acroBa 
country to the craah site. 

Throughout the crooe countr-.( moycoent MaJor Hod., encouraged th. entire 
group and inspired. both US and Vi.tnaIH:H .-rllOnnel by his di8regard tor hi. 
o-..n penon&! safety, and obviouB concern t or the fate o.r the dO'oCled personnel. 
Upon reaching: the craen site Major tied directed. the emplactUlI8nt ot securitY' 
torces, and organised a search of the uea &urround:ill.g the dowecl 02 a1rcr...n,. 
til discontinued the inarch, onl7 attar h.... convinced. that the pilots bod¥ 
was not recoverable by hie 1lI8~ force •• 

Major Hold'e detcl'ULinatiw to N IiCh tho craah eit.e .. a ra.pidly .. a possible, 
caused him to 1II0-we directly through an arca Jmown to be infested with Viet 
Cong. rlia d1sp1a¥ or atam.ina, courage and professional a.bility wre -r-.ark­
able _ in k..ping with tho boost tra<iitiaul or OD:¥ &!'lOT. 
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On 13 Juaar I%?% at appPaxirstssterly 0730 W r  r wlilabn oaoolrad Urolvbg 
aa hrmrfam hPOboptar 6 an 02 alrcmdt. '4- 8&& Seetar 3Mf aad 
kaCV ~ d ~ m r wwe-, at %he Iim of: the crash, engaged in an s p a a e i a  in 
that m a .  +ur ir,ssdjlebhe c c - a m ,  after baing W Q ~ &of the  am&, w m  
$he pmt;acUm of t h e  am&gad avacu~itionof c&trol~s. ${itlaut 
BaeiQting, :iaJ$r 5-3. whaaem& ~%s sscwr s W f ,  aad wwriky w*doa 
ta so*- to the PSPIUC+ dftA cwr".fe@edismgd SOT %Us Om gsr-d 
sghf&y tm b a d  the masof fwcltp to %themen of &kc d d raircrdt. PU 
% h l gdireeUsns to t41swall acccwity force j9.ap.d a hr8i.4 mEe is our 
beMg rbQa t o  m o h  &her ~ Q C P  P I S  cLispw af coarok- w a an i ny i r g r t i ~ f is&e%y* 
to a33 ~f a9 I n  t b s  smU sec~r i tgfcms. His iactI8tl re~l~cted&re&% cm%t 
urn M s  ceantramg, his d t ,  

mailto:cwr".fe@edismgd
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TO DA 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 7 0 2 7 2  ( I G )  ATTN:  ( S G S )  

PEERS I N Q  


SUBJ:  L E T T E R  FROM COMNAVFOKVI D T D  23 DEC 6 9  (U )  

1. ( C )  R E F  L E T T E R  I S  FWD F U K  YOUR I N F O :  QUOTE# 

FROFII CCIMMANDEIZ U.S N A V A L  FOKCES, V I E T N A M  

-TO :- - c o m N D E R  U. S . M I L  IT A l i Y  ASSmANCE COMMAND 8 - V I E T N A M 
  
ATTN:-. DEPUTY I N S P E C T O R  GENERAL --..
' -S U B ~ :  PEERS I N Q U I R Y  ( U )  

( C )  V T F  1 1 5  MSG 1 9 0 0 0 1 2  MAK 6 8  

-( 0 )  PVF 2 0  MSG 1609302 MAK 6 8 
  

. ­
L­

( E l  P C F  20 MSG 1 6 1 9 4 5 2  M A R 6 8  
( F )  PCF 8 1  MSG 1709052 MAK 6 8  

( G I  P C F  8 1  MSG 1 7 1 7 0 5 ~MAK 6 8 


1- -­
>-_- _ -- - - ­

( k t )  U S - ~  ~ ~ ~ E f i s i ~ i i - 1 7 ~ i 0 4 0 ~ .M?\R 6 8  
( 1 )  USS EPPERSOP4 1 7 2 0 5 0 2  NAR 6 8  


-ENCL: (1) AiJNOTATED CHART OF QUANG M G A I  AREA 


1, ( C )  I N  C O M P L I A N C k  WITH REF ( A )  C ( U ) r  THE F O L ­

LUYING I N F O  I S  FORWARDED: 
A. REF ( C )  IS AM UPKEP-5 REPOKT WHICH STATES,.- ­I N T E R  A L I A ,  THAT ON 1 6 C  17 MAR 6 8 ,  P C F  8 1  PROVIDED A 

B L O C K I N G  FORCE FOK A COASTAL SWEEP B Y  TASK FORCE BARKER
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X O R  TIiE PC 

i .; WAS PCf  8 1  
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U N I T S  (PARA. SlM-PERTAINS) i - 

Be- DURING THE PERIOD 1 6 1 6 0 0 t i - 1 7 0 3 3 5 H  MAR 68, PCF 20
 

FILED TWO SPOT REPORTS> REF ( D l  & ( E l r  THE SUBSTANCE OF 
--WHlCIi I S  AS FOLLOWS:
 

I
­
.. 


-(1 )  A T  ANNOTATION l r  ENCLOSURE (119 FRQM P61600H ­
-
161700tir PCF 20 SIGhTEO 10 SAMF4FIS WITH SEVERAL 

M A L E S  :AND 'CHILDREN ABOARD. TilERE HEkE NO 

WOMEN -ABOA-~'.-: SIX OF THE SAMPANS WERE BOARDED 


I AND DIRECTEO TO BEACH. THE VIETNAMESE APPEARED 

TO H A V E - B E N  INNUCENT C I V I L I A N S  BUT NEKE TURNED
-
' 

I ~NTELIIGENCE. NUN€ (IF THE I IETAINEES WERE SUB­

. .I NATIONAL POLICE.  
(2 ) .  PCF 20 FIRED HCI MISSIONS AS REQUESTED B Y  T F - ".. .. . 

I: 
-- ­

B ~ M MHE WERE EXPENDED. NO'ROUND DAMAGE'ASSESSMENT WAS - ­-

REPLIRTED.
 

7 

I ­
C ,  DURING THE PERIUO 1 7 0 6 3 0 ~ - 1 4 2 3 5 5 ~MAR 68r PCF 
81  F I L E D  TWO SPOT' REPURTSI. REF (F) & [GI, A S  FOLLOWS: - ­
( 1 ) PCF 8 1 PROVIDED BLOCXINGr FORCE -AT ANNOTATIO~~ - -­

I
'. - - - -- -- - . ----- -­

k0'3 AS TF BARKER SWEPT Si lUTH FRON ANhOTATION NO,. 4 r  DES­A-. - ­
L 

-
T R ~ Y I ~ GBUNKERS AND SUPPORT AREAS, DURING T H I S  PERIOD, 
TF BARKER KEPOKTEDaSEVEKAL VC K I A  AND MANY DETAINEESI 

- .. ... 

-
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DES- 
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DA-I N*DEPARTMENT OF THE ARhW 
STAFF COUF.IUNICATIONS DI'.ISION 

pCF 8 1  E x p E R I E N c E u  N o  :INFILTRATIOV B y  SEA AND - - oE x pAD$$U

BY E X P E N D I N G  

81  HM HE AND 4 ROUNDS pJMI? WP. THE RESULTS OF THESE 

M I S S  I O N S  WERE ~UP;l<NLI'EfNr 

0, DUKIl \ rG THE .-PERIOD 16-17 MAR 6 8 9  USS EPPERSON ( O D 0  

~ E S T I ~T F  BARKER, A T  A N N O T A T I U N  NO 5, 6 ROUNDS - ­

'719 . FI&D I ~ - s u ~ ~ o ~ ~2~ -ARVN - I y' -KEF.(H .\ND-.'
1':;(-J 

: PERTAIN.. 
 Tw.0 h ~ s j i n t \ l ~WERE FI.RED'AT 
 ANNOTATIONS 6 
 & 7 

WHICH WERE A S V C  ASSEMBLY POINTS,~ I ~ D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E - D D F G E .  ASSES ­. --­
--. 

SMENT INCLUDED 12 S.TRUCTOKES DESTRUYED AND 10 -STRUCTURES:--: 
DAMAGED A .  T O T A L  .OF 113 FIVE INCH SHELLS WERE EXPENDED. 
FOUR LITHER MI SSI D[.IS - . .... . - - ­IJERE- .FIRED BUT' ALL. .-WERE OUTSIDE OF A 


. F I V E  M I L E  R A D I U S  OF BS 7 5 7 6 .  

(,,-2-. ( C )  VE!ITS CUKRESPUE~DING T O  THE CALL S I G N S  C I T E D  I N  

- ..­

REF ( A )  -AND ( U )  ARE AS FOLLOWS: - - - - . ­
A .  S A N E  .DING, U t L  l A  H I K E - O P E R A T I O N A L  C A L L - S I G ~ : ­
FOR THE P C F  O P E K A T I N G  IPI MARKET T I M E  AREA 2 0 .  T% C A P E  


~ A T A N G A HAREA. r ' ~ ~ ~'IN'THE; T C A L L  S I G N  I N D I C A T E S  THE 


I
~
 

H I G H E K  NtJMOERED PCF IN' THE ARE'A.RECORDS SHOW THAT T H I S  


WASPCF 81.  

B. NEbfS BOY I N D I A .  TWO ZERO-THE A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C A L L  

--S I G N-- UF PCF 2 0 , 
  
.:
- -- .­
--- S/E#METT H, ,-'HODD-_ 

. . CHIEF OF S T A F F  UNQUOTE* 
2; ENCLOSURE REFERS TO MAP: 1:509000 UUANG N G A I  SHEET 
6 7 3 9 8 8  S E K I E S  L 7 0 1 4 ,  ANIJOTATION NO* 1BS7501112r  N U m  2 U S 7 4 4 7 7 0 r  -... 

>-NO. 3 U S 7 3 5 7 4 9 .  ~ t 0 .4BS7317U9, MO. 5 b S 7 8 1 8 2 5 r  NO, 

7 B S 7 3 1 7 0 4  -- .- -­

DA IN 239430 .apage 3 



(1: 
20 righted 
=re m rrOll 
to the beat 
but mre tl 
gence. Nim 
VC by Vietu 

DEPARTZECT OF THEARm . :DA71H' 
STXT CO~~~~*:UXICr:T(ONSDWiSION 

. . 2 3 9 4 3  
:s. t u )  C O P I E S  OF RE-FTERE~CES S H O U L O ~ B EA V A I L A B L E  A T  N A V A ~ - ­.­

ARCHI VES, W A S H ~ ' D - ~ ~ .  GP-4 
 
B T  
  
#6133 
 
NNNN 

NOTES: 	 1710402 IS DA IN 609989 (68) DCSOPS 
 
1720502 XS DA IN 610824 (68) JCS (ARMY DCSOPS) 
 

- REFS CiD,EiFIG NOT IDENTIFIED , - .- --- - --­

-	 - . . - - ­
.I 'ACTION:- AOC (PEERS INQUIRY) 

DISTR : OCOFSA, OSA, DCSOPS, DCSPER, CINFO. CLL, 'TJAG, TPMG 
DA IN 239430 
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FORCES. VIETNAM 

FF5-16/34: jnJL 
3000 
Ser 0 7 8 9  

Frort Comander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam 
Tor Comnander U. S. M l i t a y  Assistance Cogand, Vietnam 

( ~ t t n :  Deputy Inspector ~ e n e r a l )  

Subjt Peers Inquiry (u) 

Ref t (a) TEICQI COL WALEN, C O ~ ~ ~ W / L TWALLIN, CCMUVF061V 17 and 
18 December 1969 

(b) COCUSUCV ltr MACIEEEP of 19 December 1969 
(c)  CTF 115 msg 1900012 March 1968 + 

(d) PCF 20 m s g  1609302 March 1968 
(e) PCF 20 msg 1619452 March 1968 
( f )  FCF 81 msg 17094!5Z March 1968 
(g) PCF 81 msg 1717052 March 1968 
(h) USS EPPERS(rJ 1710402 March 1968 
( I )  USS EPPERSON 1720502 March 1968 

Enel8 (1) Annotated Chart of Quang Ngri Area 

(c) In  coq l i ance  with references (a)  and (b), the following 
fnformation is forwarded8 

a. Reference (c) is  an OPREP-5 report which states, i n t e r  a l i a ,  
t ha t  on 16 and 17 March 1968, PCF 81 prwided a blocking force fo r  a 
coastal rmep by Taak Force BARKER un i t s  (paragraph ZlM pertains). 

b. During the period 161600R-l7033!JH March 1968, PCF 20 f i l ed  
tm spot reports, references (d) and (e) ,  the substance of which i s  
as  follorn8 

(1) A t  annotation #1, enclosure ( l ) ,  from 161600H-161700H, PCF 
20 sighted 10 -an8 w i t h  s w e r a l  males and children embarked. There 
-re no m w n  embarked. Six of the suppans were boarded and directed 
b the beach. m e  Vietnamese appeared to have h e n  innocent c iv i l ians  
but m r e  turned over to IF BARKER a s  possible aources of area i n t e l l i -  
gence. Nine of the detainees were subsequently c lass i f ied  a6 possible 
VC by V i e t n m s e  National Police. 

(2) #5 20 f i red  HBI d a a i o n s  a s  requested by IF BARKER from 
1623OSH-162330H and from 170315H-170335H a t  annotation #2. Four rounds 
of 8- VO and 13 rounds of 8lMU HE were emendmi. No sun damage 

t. Durina the ' 1 h H - 1 7 2 3 5 5 ~  March 1968, PCF 81 f i'led hro 
rpot reports,-referhncea (f and (g), as  

.;. 

CRWP;4 - - 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
 

DECLASSlHED AFTER 12 YEARS 
 



3000 
CONFIDENTIAL 
 

(1) PCF 81 provided blocking force a t  aM0tation #3 a s  F 
BARKER swept south from annotation #4, destroying bunkers and support 
areas. During this period, IF BARKER reported several VC KIA and 
many detainees. PCF 81 experienced no-exf i l t ra t ion  by sea and expended 
no ordnance. 

(2) From 172339H to 172355H, FCF 81 f i red  H&I a s  requested by 
IF BARKER, a t  annotation #5, expending 6 rounds 8M HE and 4 rounds 
8lMl WP. The resu l t s  of these missions were unknown. 

d. During the period 16-17 March 1968, USS EPPERSOIs (DD 719) f i r ed  
i n  support of 2nd ARVN Division. References (h) and ( i )  pertain. I b  
missions were f i r ed  a t  annotations #6 and #7 which uere identif ied as  
VC assembly points. Damage assesamnt ineluded 12 structures destroyed 
and 10 structures damaged. A t o t a l  of 113 f ive  inch de l l s  uere expended. 
Four other missions were f i r ed  but a11 uere outaide of a f ive  mile radius 
of BS 7575. 

Units corresponding t o  the  c a l l  signs ci ted i n  references (a) 
are a, follows: 

a. Sane Drink Delta Mike - Operational c a l l  sign fo r  the PCF 
operating i n  Market Time Area 2D, the Cape Batangan area. 'Miken i n  the 
call '  sign indicates the higher numbered FCF i n  the area. Records show 
t h a t  t h i s  was PCF 81. 

b. News BOY India. T b  Z e r ~- The administrative c a l l  sign of PCF 20. 
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Xero45cc;ut Co. 
APO ,r' 96374 

DATES 'OF SElWIl 
DATES OF ACTIO; 






REC<H£NIl' TICN FOR DECmt".T!ON FCR Vlr.oo. OR MmIT 
(IBARV Rog 672-1) 

-CO;n'IO'ltX..l.1:,: '''':.',r .:.j, 
:.meric,,-l ;;~ 'i!-;-;. ~ .•. 

i.!'tJ · " ;.'037!. 

';O::~"l.': ~.r ..; '.,r· i r: '.:1' 
..:-;. t· ...'-;c .... '.lt ;':c. . 

1. 1W4S: (SIMt., First, .Hl) 
J.ndr~"t~ll, Glerlll u_ 

5. AGEr· 20 
(NMNIit. Year) 

2. 
.' 

4. BRANCH, 
(!!OS...,"" EM) _ 

en::G 

NO 

12;rd 1.m. vI! . cr­Aero-Sccut Go., APPROVAL DJllAPFRO.a
AI'O Cl 96374 

~~~1l?GRAll~E=enam<IWJE~ 

:r=i=u ooc 0 I."""'"'--&'- SERVlOE 
-Cl·D 0 ~~MFC .D 0 - ",,1M _0 I.C!IlEVEIIEIIT 

NiJNr...n S -0 - !J< 0~B<q-.!="'- lIS'" I.CM
( . 0 :J< 'V" O· 'M -- 0." LEAF CLU'lTER 

(For t.1r ~1 ~ f. ttach IEf_.rU Fom 131) 

DA'J'tS OF ACTIOt.I .: VAlOR: xxxx. 

16 Marcil 1968 · 
12 fo:l)V 68 

SP./4 .Lawrence Colburn 

~iu-l l1ugh C. Thompson 

18~ EXHIBIT M-42.- ~ 



For heroi5 

force in t 

guiahed hi 

while s e n  

Battalion. 

helicopter 

of ny Lo f 

area, Spec 

between gr 

land& the 

to the  aid 

k t  that  t i  

his aircra 
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aircraft tl 

Vie tnarnese 

Ardreotta, 

picked up 1 

Specialist 

the l ives i 

of e n q  fJ 

dl i tury st 

Ameri-1 II~ 

4 

. . . . .  ! ,', ,: . . . .  . I. . . .  

*!me<g:~Xrto" r ~ c . 5 ~t ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ I r . i d ~desc.:-iibe in detail  &at 9indiaualdid t. 
.' w~.r=tll;tciece?a5:.011. W s  v? lor  zi;.v~risdescribe in detail  the missian, -terrain, an.- weather, enem ooladitionr and friendly casualties. Use plain bond paper for con­

( tinuation sheet if necessary). 
r e , :  . *:. .. 1 . . 

" . :.,r. . . 
  . =  ,, ­._! . ....6&%&i&-&bh U.. And~
-.-+..- -~law.~~- avtta, !U 17?01281, Ufiiked States 
Arqy, dietinguished himself on 16 Parch I968 ~ h i i eserving as crew c k i s f  or. .a 

T .  

: 'A23 G helicopter in connection .with military operc?tions against a hostile 
force in  t h e  Replblic of Vietnam. The he l i co~ter ,assigned t o  the AeroScout 

a mission prwi- aerial ..
-.*.. . p y p  .tbv & ~ l a ~ e . o f : . ~ g 'lirt 

iocated between- 
heavy f i r e  f igtrt. At this 

OH-23 G aircraft laded 
t o  a secure area 
 

thus saving the U f e a  of the  Vietnamese children. After SF/^ Anbeotta18 
 
airoraft toek.df-he.-.apotfled'awouziaed Vietnamese child. The aircra,Pt was 
 - -And&-: W - u p . . i h ewoud.b-U and carried him-to tL.-13Eera.4.-The .. 
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For heroism i n  cormection w i t i r  d l i t d r y '  opei-ations ag&ins t  tr h o s t i i s  

fo rce  i n  the  Republic of Vietnam. 5 p e c i a l i s t  Four Andraotta d i e t i n -  

guiahed himself by exceptionally valorous ac t ions  on 16 March 1968 

while serving with the Aero-Scout C o m W  of t h e  123d Aviation 

Battal ion.  Cn t h a t  date, he was serving as crew ch ie f  aboard a 

hel icopter  wnich Mas fiyird a recors r s i s sa~ce  mission over t h e  village 

of Hy Lo f o r  Task Force B a r ~ e r .  iis the a i r c r a f t  was patlsing over t h e  

area, Speciblist  i.ndreotta obscrved 1'; chiiarar. hiding i n  a banker 

between ground fo rces  engaged i f1  a heavy f i r e  f igh t .  AS t h e  p U o t  

landed t h e  h e l i c ~ p t e r ,  bpec ia l i s t  Andreotta ve f t  tne a i r c r a f t  and went 

t o  t h e  a id  oA the chilcren.  

At t h a t  tiae, a n  armed hel icopter  vhi.ch was flying i n  support of 

h i s  a i r c r a f t  Landed ne;irbj. ar.d a ~ e c i a i i s t  ~ d r e o t t a  placed t h e  

children ab-rd f o r  evacuation t o  r secu-e area. After -his 

a i r c r a f t  took off ,  S p c i a i i s t  nrrlrcotta obsemed a u o d e d  

Vietnamese child.  Lhce again  t h e  a i r c r a f t  landed and b p e c i a l i s t  

Anireotta,  without regard f o r  nis own safety, l e f t  t h e  c r a f t ,  

picked up t h e  wourdwi child and carried t h e  ch i ld  t o  h i s  a helicopter. 

-7
R d & h w  then  flaw tba child to* h o s p i t a l  f o r  treatme&. 

Specialist Four Andreottals personal bravery, ucselfish concern f o r  

t h e  lives of thst young chi idren  am dec i s ive  ac t ions  i n  t h e  f ace  

of enemy f i r e  were ir: keeping with t h e  highest  t r o d i t i o n s  of t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  hrd reflected prca craciit upon himself,  t h e  

A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i ~ f i ,ana t h e  United States Army .  
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A1.j)idJITA. 

(NUi. TIi.r. VI.Ll.J.f ~!! OF HY :....A 0h A it : ClltlJ.;AIS... i::1.Ct. HI5SKN F(;R TASK FLR(;E, 

B.f.TWcl:.K GRCUNU FvRC~ r,hG AG W H: it E"J.VY ~'l !i!~ r ICh1'. HJS AlRCf1,i., F1' 

WfJW AliD 51'/4 ANllfh LT'lA (;('T 1h CHI..jhN 0tTr OF THL BUNJtt.H. AT 

THIS TIIU. • UH-l B GUN Sf'1~ THAT ".i,S Fi YItG CLoVtH !'l!R OH-2J G AlItCL'f'T 

lJ<l,VW A!<fJ"'THe CHIL"lU~ _il';' FUT 1~T" THt GUK ShU AAU i .VACUATili TG A 

5d;UP.f. "RLA ThUS SAVING THe LIV,S CF THE ChILlJn;Ji. AP"H.fi SP/4 

~vrTA'S Alh:ClU.,,,'T TU..JI. C'F!=' ~ ; l ;:': l'T'I' i:lJ A WumiU H.l VI:.Tm,J<t i:;':r. Ci- I Lu . 

Tlit:. AlkCf'.AFT l.At.i.illi d Jil l-: r. H(,;k~ L: 'l'!;': • .• U iM'I:1J c~nJ.,iJ UP A.}.,D CAP.RH.Li 

TIil!. CfiILD TO The AI>:C' ·•· ..T. T,L Chill ' ....;.}; TAK ,1 1'(; TIii. Vn:rNAM<.:;' HC6PITA1 

L(,CATrlJ III "M; VIll.AG1 CF ~UA~G I.GAI " ['.U TH;;.TW FUt HIS "lAJUi~liS. 5F/4 

i\~OhLOT'i.A IS ..·.t:.HSLiNFJ.. L:llil ..;',!; '. ;.1W LhCISIVrl ... SS UNDtit Flf\.h, l-.3fiCIAllY 

DURING T~l:. R1!SCUi:: ( F TI , -iCUNU, .il <;LlLiJ . A~" I~ J(upm; wn'H THe HIG~<ST' 

TliADITlUMl or' TI :~: H1LIl'ArtY Shl'VIC:' j,~U !:U'Li.C"r GIU.<:J C!lli;IT UF\i~ HlHSLLF. 

IiI~ UNIT, 'rHt· .Ak;·JnCAL uIVIS I UI\' , iohD TFt UllIT 1:.D "T.:..:1.&:o5 Aracr. 
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ErEXlT.Nt.SS S'l'!TNtOO 

. '. ' On· 16 Ilarchl'/68 SP/4 Glenn U. An4reotta, United 
 
s\&ho Ariq .... tl,Ying A~ . crew chi.~ p. 'an CH-23 G heli.opt... 
 

,'ue1gDed to the Ae~cout., ComplI'Q", 123rc1 A1'1atiOll Batt.4lion, on a 
maslou' prow.1dilig aerial reconnaissence tor Task Force Barker . ~'lhUe 
~C!V"" the. 1rillage or lIT lA SP/4 Andrectta .potted tilt.." ' . ,. 
ch1ldron ~ ·1diDI· 1n a.bunker located bet_ rri~ ltorc.. _ hoot11. 
·rore". _ed 1n a. h...'7 tire t~ht,. H1a a1rcrart lAnded _ SP/4 

··.ADlreot.ta got 'he chU'tlren .out. -of ... bwlker. At thiJI it.1IM· a UK-IB &un 
.. eh1p that ·was ' n71ng co"er tor'.He UII-2) G a1r~ landed an<! t.he . 
ch1l.clrell were I'lt 1ntc the gun shiP _ . .....uated to !a secure areo . 

.t._ ""iDI ·the. 11...s of the ' children•. Art.. SP/4 "",reetta'. ~craft 
'. took orr he .potted a wounded Vi_• .child. The a1rcr"rt ...... 
Iandecl&Jil1 	 h. picked the wounde,!" child up &JiI1 carr1ecU t.he child to \ 

. " . . 	 'I,
:the aircraft. 'l:he ch1ld ..... tak. n to the V1._. lioapita! lpcated 
 
~ t.he, "' .....· of' ~""~ 'Nga1 &JiI1 treat.ed . . I· : . 
 
'. ·JiIio1I,g: tho·whole .1ncldoi& SP/4 AnDreatt.a ... abl!t to ikeePlhill 
 
·....is e : aid. h1a bra..,. 	 .~ in 
, " &lld · ,ProteaaionaJ.1sa.- wer. 
ioU1nC ..tIle 	iP-,:or oSXt,..en iIiDoe_ 'ct,ildren;.. 
 

. . ~ 	 . ~ . . . . ',,- . 
. ''\'.. '~. ...• " " , ." .>- ,;- ' 

·-~ ··"F:'-' 	 . ,., '. ~ 

~',; .~:' ~~~~:j~e.· ~narot;; .~ - -: 
·,; .· ·.'i u._C· _ ·_-,- . \.",-.. \. , 

~ . nUI.IP ~ 'A~~ "a. r .' , . 

, " lI'O-l ~ Aft. : . -- ." . 
".AIRa!iJl'l' .COIIIIAIIDl!l! :" '. I

. ' .		 ' ' I· :' 
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::a~?..~j"r"~l:\~Z CJ. ~' ;'': ;; :•.i1VY 
i-:F;;";..~ :':1J{i'::";'.3 k ;·'=;'-:!:"'J,. :' n IVI~ION 

AfO S.3~" ,-';h IlC i::;c; 9t';J'i4 

GEliEl'.AL ORDFRS 	 23 April 1968,
I:L1SER 2137 

1. TC 320. The following k '{U..RD i!J 	 a:molL"lc ed posthWtllusly. 

~NmIDI'TA, G~ u. 	 SPa:;.I;.LIST FmJh ~4# 
Uriiteci"Sta t t)s ArmY, A.ero-Scout COn1p:"'!.ny , 123d AviZLt i on Battalion APO 96374 

A...orded : Bronze Star Medal with "V" De:: vic fl 
Dat. action: 16 ¥~rch 1968 
Theat er: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For heroian in connection with militar y operations against a 

hostile force in t he Republic 'J f Vietnam~ Specialist Four . 
Andreotta distinguished hi~elf by ~xceptionally ~loroU8 ac­
tions on 16 }hrch 1968 while serving with the Aero-Scout 
Co:npan~r of the 123d Aviat ion Satt:i.lion. On that date, he 16S 
serving as crew chief aboard. ~ helicopter which _5 fiying a 
reconnaissance miss i on oVer t he village of My Ia tor Task Force 
Barker. As the a i rcr aft was passing over the area, Specialist 
Andreatta observed 15 children hiding in a bWlker between 
ground forces engaged in a heavy fire fight. As tre pilot 
landed the helicopter, SpecialiBt Andreatta unhesitatingly left 
the aircraft and went to the a id of the chil dren. At th!t 
tiloo, an artred helicopter which was flying in support of h1a 
aircraft landed nearby and Spe ci.'i.U.st Andreatta placed the 
children aboard for evacuation to a secure area. Arter his 
aircraft took off, Specialist Andreatta observed a woundsd 
VietnaJl'ese chUd. Once agA.in the aircraft l a.nded and Specil list 
Andreotta, without regard for his awn safety, "left the craft, 
picked up the wounded child and carried the chUd to his heli ­
copter. They then fiew the child to Po. hospital for treatment. 
Specialist Four Andreotta: ::; personal bravery, unselfish concem 
for the lives of the young children and dec1:dve actions in the 
face of enemY fire WQre in keeping with .the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflected great credit upon him­
eelf, the A!YErical Division, and the United States Arm;r. 

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of E:lcecu­
. tive ·Order 11046, 24 August 1962. 

FOR THE COMIIANDEl! : 

OFFlCIAL: 	 IIEIS A. PARSON, JR. 
Colonel, OS 
Chic f at Staff . ?//,:,

'.#w.~~... DONALD Y. • CHUl~ ~ 
L'l'C, .\GC (/' , 
 

. Adjutant General 
 t 90 
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1 	 CG, UYkRV-ATTN: AG,Awar& 
 

1 	 'JSA Pers Svc Support Center 
P.TTThT: AGFGF' 
Por t  Benjami? Harrison, Ind. 46216 



h7..t.DQUiJlTERS AMffiI CAl, Dl1ISlON 
APO ~n Franci<co 96374 

14 M3.y 19M 

AWARD OF T HE BaO~lZE STl.R }q:D:J. 

1. TC 320. The follo\,Tlng J.WhRD is armounced. 

COIBtnlN. IAWRmCE SPl!X:IALIST FOUR E4, 
iiIi~~~ d States Army, Aero-SCout Company, 123d Aviation Battalion APO 
96:-::;4 

Ilwarded: Bronze Star Medal with ltV" Device 
01t.e action: 16 ltlrch 1968 
Th.;ater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations against 3. 

hostUe force in the Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Four 
Colburn distinguished hirr6~lf by cxc<'-ptionally valorous actions 
on 16 ~rch 1968 while serving. a.s a gunner on 8 OFf..23G heli ­
copter. On that date, .hir. helicopter was nying a recon­
naissance missiQn over the village of l.fy lA for Task Force 
''Barker'' when the crew chief spotted 15 children hiding ' in 8. 
bunker l}etween ground forc es engaged in a heavy tire fight. 
Af'ter his helicopter landed , Specialist Colburn jumped to the 
ground and imJrediately reD'Oved the children from the bunker. 
After the gunship which '..:as flying cover for his aircraft 
landed, he oolped place t.ht< children aboard and they were 
eV3.cw>ted to a secure Ar ea . After his ship lII8S airborne, 
)peciallst Colburn spotted a ~'Ounded Vietnamse child ly.l.ng 
in an exposed area. bct~en the two torcetf. After his heli ­
copter landed, Specialist Colburn quickly rushed to tm woundEd 
chUd, picked him up, and carried him to th8 helicopter. 
Specialist Four Colburn's personal bravery, unselfish concern 
for his fellow 178n, and devotion to duty are in keeping with 
the highest trad1~iona of the military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself, the Ame"rieal Division and the 
United Stete. Army. 

Authority' 	 By d1rectiDn of the Pro.id.nt under the provisions ot 

Executi.... Order 11046; 24 August 1962. 


FOR THE CO!llllNDER' 

NELS ! • . PARSON, JR. 
Colonel, as 
Chief ot statt 
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On 16 March 1968 3!/4 T .."!.'<Cer.ce ('olburn, T.Tnjt~d St·~t~s 
J,rIIIy\-taS tlyint; as a ;~Uler in ~n or!- I.'~ G ~l ~~ lic-of>te:c· c.s:'J ~[;':i.e(l. to t::e 
 
....ro-Scout COllJ'~, 1 2~rd. 1.vintion ~[·.t ·~ ' !'.lion, on E'. :;::.ssion !'rovidinr : 
 

.aerial rcconMioG:l.."1ce for TIl:::!( For~e :":~~~ ." . ·"lil~ n "illl',; oVI"!." ~hp. vi ll:l":e 
of l>~ La SF/4 Anoreotta. the A.irc=aft~ C:'(!\f cr.i"'!', 2~~otted ~iftcen 
children hidinc in R bunker lo~atrd bQ ' v~qn r~i~ndly fo~~~s rJld h03~ilp. 
torcel en~gttd in t1 heavy fire fi":ht. Sr./4. CoH:urn'3 nirc:ra!'t landed .:r.d 
he got the cbild.rf'!n out or the bunker. At tl-.is time the UTI-1'B gun ship 
that MlS flying cover for the OR-2" r; eireraft lA.nd -·d end the cM.ld...T"Cn 
vere l'D.t into the aircraft fOnd evaC\1FItei; t r:· fl. secure ::treA.. After 31'/4 
Colburn IS aircrr.tt took oft a: wnundeel Vie tnrune::; ,'" chl.ld lies 3T'Otted. The 
aircraft landed and he hc1!lcd nick l.rp t.~ :e '.1ounded child 2nd cp.rry hi.":1 to 
the airoraft. The child uns t2ken to the Vi~tnnmese Eospital loc~ ted i~ 
the tOD oC Qnl>4] rt'gai and tre:lt s-d f~r r :Jc •.·ouncls . 

Without SP/4 Collrurn's r;reE'.t cO\lre. .....~ :'.nd int:cnse ,rofes3ionalisl:l 
the 11.tes of sixteen innocent chillL~n m"',~.. v~r:; \It.'ll have been lost. 

~e . ~.o--l-
::n:-:!., (; . 'i': :CNPSON 
'.iO.. 1 t !.V"l • 
.... :HC~~.:\?1' CO~ll.·lm~:: 
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i)~:-h....'l.'i:c.c.T t.Y 'f',)/iJL~iY 
Ho.:.dqu..--.rtur s" ..;::cl"ic-"'.l. Division 

.o rO :'.:.n Fr:-.ncisco 96374 

~.L OIlDERS 1 Jul7 1968 
 
NUNBho"l %01 
 

, : ..,.ill) OF THE :JJeTJ!:Gtf'..sHEJ FLYIl'G ~oss
, 
1. TC 320. ThH ! oll.o"'11... l:. .h~.:nitD is C'.nnc)\Z\cE::d. 

'l.'HOf·!J. SOli' , HUGH C \'Uutl~.KoIl' OF't'Icm tIt, •.ero 
 
:'cout Conp:.ny, 1230. •.vi:-.Uon B.:-.tt.c.lion •• • 0 96374 
 
hwr.rtled : DiBtinguisooll Flyinc Cr:>ss 
 
Dc.tu c.ction: 1.6 l'l,.-:.rch 1908 
 
Tb'3{'.tur: kepublic ot Vi<3t,n.."'..Ll 
 
iLeC'.scn: i? ..ir horo1srn while pnrticiiXotinC in ~uric.l night. l\B uv1<!cncBd by 
 

vc;Lunt:-.ry £\.ction~ .:-.bovu ,'.I'd beyond the c.ill of duty. i'iC.rr~nt Officer 
Th-,:lI;)..f)f'C: n t!istinsuishl,.'<i hios..:lt by tlXcupt.iont.l.ly V('.lorous c.ctic:.ns on 
lb )ouch 1963 in the ~i.c public of Victnc.u while serving c.a £\. pilot 
of en <Jbsor~ti.ln c.ircrc.rt 'With thtl 12Jc! hv1c.tlon Bc.tt ....lion. On tb.."'.t 
date, '~lTMt Ofticor ThoT..1p50n 1s r.ircra!t w::.s pc:rtor.;Iing c. 
reCODno:li8S~Ce cnd scr~ening ;;d.ss i on 	 t or friendly t'o rco8 lIlcr i.(u.."'.llG 
igc:i. ...rter SP:ltting ·:-.pproxi;:r.telJ' 15 y:nng children woo \Iff;Iro tl7int 
t o ~t! 111 .:\ bunk,:;r bctwo,.:,n Viet Cons p:)lsitlons .\IX! odvnncing 
friendly f orces, ..':'rr.::lnt Offie" r Th'J,apson l~!od hU ' hellcoptor ne.:!.r 
the children t.nd roved t i,el1l t o c. secure t'..re.::.. Only l.'l)monta l.:.tar, 
he loc.::.tcd n w·....\mrled Victn~.esc chilel, c:.'u£ht in the intense croes 
fiN. D1srcgt'.rc~jnf his own s ...fety, bo ,C.U.in 1t'.nUf!!d hie ,hel1copt.er 
c.nd evncuc.t\,;l~ U;o wounded child to tho t.:U&1llg N~i OOapit.'!.l. \:jarrant 
Offid\:r Toocpsonts her i c o.eti')ns 8<:'.VO~ sever.:!.l .innocunt l1V6S Wh1.le 
hie _80unu j~acill:mt e;ru .tly l.:nhi.~ced. 	V1etnctmaeooftUtrleail rolAtions 11 
'f.m opuro:tlon......l t'.l'lUl . ht.rl·~t Officer Tmop:lOn 18 con'Wld.:l.blo disp~ 
of p:lreon,.:?,l ~r(\ia:J., lCls ul!ish concorn f or others, IltId c.v1d devotion 
to I.!ut;y .:u-e in kuc:fli.nt. with the biB-heet trc.d1tl'JDs of the r:I1.litcl7 
hrv.ice 11M retleet Cl"6l'.t credit upon hiJ!eeil, the i.wric,·u Dlv1aion: 
Olrld tho lhltcd. S'btcs ""my. 	 . 

j.uthorltys 'By l~1reetion of the lTcsir!IJnt under the ~villi:mB ot the. ':"et ot 
C~re.8, cpproved, 2 July 1926. 

I'Ql TIm COI~;;Nw!, 

OFFICL.L, 	 N.t!:IS ;~. Pk.RSON, JR. 
 
Colonel, OS 
 
Chief of St..1.ff 
 

. ) 
 

. \;:..... , .~ (. ~ ,.... , ; .. \ 
 
.' JoHtl K. :l.,;j • .:.l.'T 
la, ••GC 
;o.aat JoG 
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I For lieroism wl 

I volur?tny ac t i  

I f o r  f r i e n d l y  f 

OrJy ;m~llents 1: 
4 , 4 . 5 0 ~ ~ --J--- 

landed :?is he1-S C 

JB. !\;;JiiiAT1';"1 I)ESXI?TION: or a x  biial-ds asscribe j . ~detail wlmt  5dil.j-dual0 
&id ta warrant de~orat ior , .  For v?>or aiqard describe in &??.'.ailt h e  ~ S S ~ O
 

terr& aard weather, enemy co~~.lit,i.one,axid Priendly casr~altie8. 
 
bond paper for cont imst ior~s!;s6+, I f  r,eszs s a y .  
  "" "9 

iimaqt Officer 3-1&C. i%c/ri?:;r;r. 2:., \J3? 5?2&, 3riitz.i S t a k s  w, 
distim&shcd -elf 2xco. .:iorr.?.l:; vcdomvs  :-rctiora &Lie ~ r i , p c Si.? 

. . ­~; . l i . t a ryoperz t ions  r*d~.~-;t.3. ~?::S+L? fr3rce i-1 the i+?~:Soii.c of Fie-. 
14%ongscr. ws i l i i o t l ~ ga?. f!Z-2> s;)sc:m:,tior. !ielic~i)tezas 9 >mt.~f PL I 
LEOScont z e ~ o u ~ l : ; ~ e n c et e r n  SCM:C.;.,~::~ f o r  elemnts of ta&: for?!  I 

Wer, ap$mkmtely 1 C  nSe~.snortheast of I?&, Zepablioiii of V i e t - I 
rm. Viet Cor~cni ; ,~rsh2d been s ~ t t c dt:,t he  fmmt a1 a h c i n g  friend-
k? slementc. Approx-iraately 1 5  ck,i.!.cirer. were s,ptke,l by him, kiidiw in a 
partial ly  d e a t r o p d  bunker b s b ~ e nfrlenilly and hos t i l e  forces. Urhesi- I
tatingly he l a d e d  his heliccpter  anri supervised wing of the &.ilWn 
to an a r e a  when one of h i s  armed helicsgter escort nircrai't could fly I 
them t o  s. secuze awz.  O n l y  inomnts later ho spot ted  z wonsled Viet­
nmeae child, l d e d  and evzamted. the. child t o  a nearby hospital. liis 
couzage and s e l f l e s s  devotion t o  d ~ t ynzvefi a &ber a; irraocont lives 
and greztly enhaaced Vietnmesedwris~~re1atio.w. qis valorous actions 
are in heping wit& the  iigheot, t r d i t i c n s  of nilitary s e r v i c e  a d  re­
flect great credit upon himself, hi:: ni.t, the Americai Division ~ . n dthe 
United Sta.tez A q y .  

I 

p9. INmarREsr ' 

w t l % 3 8 8  
stalamnt 
 
Proposed Citation 
 

i 



-c+S i3 
iiefn-a. 
r t  'I F 2  I 
)r?e 1 
: of viet- I 
u q  friend- 
Ziw i n  a 
Urkt; si- 

V i e  t- 

I :;lFGn ( 

. iiis 
t lives 
IE ac t ions  
a d  re- 
1 E J I ~  the 

For heroism while - ~ r t i c i . ~ & t i ; l ~  evicj(+nc<:dbyFr? ;rcrl-il  I" l i t :h t  

voluntxry a c t i o n s  above 2nii I:eyor,~<t,:?c ..LL9 . - .*i;r;slit C;f; 'i  cer ~ h ~ ~ . , p s ~ ~  

T~o;I;~so.!~ was p?rforrrLir!gS a i r c r a f t  i;;ission 

f o r  friendly falaces near Q~wt-igi i+i.  ~ i i jl d r ~ nwho were 

tryin,- t o  hide i n  a b w k e r  betweet) Vi(:'. ~lon; k n s i t i o ? ? ~and. ~ d - a n c i n ~fr ie l ld ly  - .. . . 
mrces, Qgbeb49) ---' ;#arrant. Of f ice r  

Tholnpson landed h i s  he; . ico~ter  ne;.r. 1.he c'.<icir.x :i;iii rffived them t o  an a rea  

#ere an acco:~panyinghelicon: a r  courci isni: a~c lrwve 

' l i :~ t : ;~nesechild, 

4 r n m c i e u  ckiild t o  t?lr iuang Kgai 

l ios>itd.  biarrant . O f  r i c e r  Thoq!sol-ll:: h e r o i c  uct.ions 

VSLV~~s e v e r a l  inroceilt Uve? w5ii.e hi: s n ~ i l ~ djudee:~ient g red t ly  

e~hiincedYietnarr+se-.i;merjcan r.:?lc.i ions ir! t h e  r ) :cr:Lt.r;.cjr,alarea .  !:'arrant 

f c r  o t  i ~ r . s ,anr[ avid devot.ii:;- <c c;uty . I'D :I.P k,:-r ig- :-S.t,h i.he h i ~ ! l e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  



1L'I' DlliECflQi at' THE l'R.e:!:..&.iQj !' , 'Ultlhll 'l'J1:: ..-'ROViSla'S OF '1'l{r;. J.C'l OF C(i'­

GRKS~ . a:PHt(1(~ 2 J~U 1926, A DlbTIUCrUISi:lliI) .r~ I,;(nH.i cr..OSS"IS AliiARll&D to 

aECQiN.AlB8J\NC.I ANt S~ ThG HIS~I~ Fat FRIDiDLX j'(F.Ci.a N;:..ui ~U.AHG 

lfGU, RD'OBLlC or Vnn.1UK. bE SPOl'T •• D Ai'i'lta.c.U1AT.::.LY 15 YaDla CKll.ll~ 

\lao .DK mJllfG '1'0 HI.IE 1lI " l:HlNK::li .Bi1!".iwl Villi' caw. RQ)lTl(J(:;) JliD .11).. 

YjlfCDKi .nu~rmLl b'CII.cm. SHOWnru CClt'&P1cli'E LI!::lHa::.aaD i "eIl. HCl:iTILIi: FIll&, 

W.ARlUI'r "OF.r"ICUf 'lEOMr'SCii .L..&NlEJ) HI'.:. ~LICOPl'M N.tall TJ:!£ CBILIIliIi .AJlD 

MO'IKD TBEII TO AN .u<E.I. 'WdERE 011 I.CC(l1l'ANYllIG .IIOO:I) !W.ICOi'Ta< COULD l.1li» 

.&1m lIQYll TI!EII TO I. SdltlRl< <IUa. CliLY i ,ONdI'l'S ~>11 HE x.oc= .. liOUNII<D 
/ 

VIimUK~ CHILD .6liD 4i(alll lJl(~.rr.AT.u~GU ).,.dla:D HIS liiI!UC<JIITlih. AND 

1N.ACO.I1'&D 'fHE .0000l&I> Cdli.li TO ~UoNG 1«;..1 lIIIIl'n'4Io. OFFlCiJlIi_ 
LIWS, ~ HIS c.CltRiILlE .6Nl> ::;Cl1M..., JU.llaiIi:NT GR1:aTU" ilfiUHC,iI) VUJrli.AHliti .... 

JMiaICAN ~ICIIS lli 'flU ~1(WAL.ftiUa. WjJt8.jJT OJ'PlCi2IS TBC»tJ:ISCIPS 

I.IWIICI.L DIVISICli, AND TlIE Olin',,']) STATliS _. 
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\rIarr6nt Officer i:fu&.~ C. 'l'r,.7)l!Ipson o.li sung..l.l lthed hilol8p.U by hoel"oisw 
wbile flying an OH-23G helicopt~r on 16 ,"jarch 1160. ate Lliesion was 
to fl;t 10v 1e.... 1 arid recon c.Uead of &'ov&.'1cing elemer.ts of i'ri endlJ" 
FOund lorc... Sniper tire btod ueen_receivea forward o f friendly uni t5 
and whUe fiyin,g to.., ards it, W"rarrant Ofr":l.ce.r 'l'noJlt}ison not.icea b :1Ul:l"ber 
ot ohildren trying to bide in bn old buni<:~r beween the friendly and 
ene~ foroee. Unhesitat.ingly ne lbfl~~a nis heliovpter ana d1r~cteQ 
IIlOYeMn"i of tile children to an area \ooht'!!'e an aeoolll,P6I\Ying armed heli ­
oopter could. land Wld iDOVtt tnem to safety_ He 1I&.d. just ~.n off 86l:l.in 
...nen he ....., a. wounded VietNUllflee boy. without besitation or rea-ara for 
U.t Cons fire, he lan(;.ed Iilld picked. up the child ~ flev him to the 
dW hoep1tal at "uang Gnai ~ity Beverd minutes &1tI8¥. 

Co B, 1234 avn an 

20] 
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I 

A m b E  
SUBJECT 

2. It 
a desex 
t h i s  ca 
action 

AVDP-AGD TII(RIPSOIO, Eugh C. 1st Ind 
U3 157 206 (2 May 68) 
SUBJECT: Recorr~mdation for Decoration for Valor or Mrit 

DA, Readquarters, Americal Division, AK) 96374 1 .Uny 68 

TO: C-ding Officer, 123d Aviation Battalion, APO 96374 

1. Returned without action. 
 

2. Request reeubmission of recmndation with letter of explanation 
atat ing rreron for the delay. 

-
2 Lac1 
1. S T A M T  (Spb Colburn) CPT,"Em" 
2. -pored Citation &st Adjutant General 
 

AVDSABX T h a p e a ,  C. 2nd Ind 
w3 157 206 (2 Hey 68)
SWITPCPB Beoonvnsndation for Decor&tion for Valor or F i r i t  

C r W M d i n g  Qffioar, l23rd Aviation Battalion, 490 96374 18 68 

T o g  ba&uastrns, America1 Division, 15PO 96374 

1. The seaman for the delay in submission of this reoonmendstion ir 
probably not justified, The date of valor w e e  16 Maroh 1968 but WO 
Thorapeon's role i n  the action uas not known until a math later date. 
UO Thompson rwmmmeaded SP4 M o t t o  and SP4 Colburn for awardr fo r  
thla sarae action. Q.r 8 A p r i l  1966 SP4 mtireotta was killed by h06til0 
autioa and his  recommendation ior awasa was then given priority far 
eubmbeion bgl t h  aweras and ciecoratioa cl-. As thia award w a r  
be* proceeeod we realized t h ~ t  WO Thornpeon's action8 needed t o  be 
irrPestigated t o  see xf he merited an a w d .  SPd Colburn waa in­
terviewed and it w a a  found that an ovcsrd wbe apsopriate. N e o o n a S Y  
srotion w a r  than init$atetd and Ul, re-Lon w a a  e a t - d .  



&tion is 
8 but WO 
ter date. 
w a r d .  for 
by hoetile 

rity for 
rd w a a  
ed t o  be 
a *  
B-.-=Y 

AVIIF.AlK (2F i be) 2nd Ind It! 1,iay 1368 
 
SUBJECTa Heconmendation for I;ecor;ition :'or. Valor or ii.jfi+. 
 

2. It is felt  that en approprhte award  should be recowendea for 
a deserving- person ifhen it  becomes known to t:,e com.anaer. In 
t h i s  case i t  was not  knawn until a layer da te  and appropriate 
action w u  then taken. 

r';Y)R THE COlWAHDERs 

FA-
i3OilijA . L 
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i, 
!" T'I ~ " '"'''''' 1 " "" " 1 C ' ._~= .- :;: .,:.-ou ,u ';;. ' , =-.__ GiL",iJE " ~,______ ~ '-'-"I, d !....'f:':""':,", U.;;, ~;:;,.:;,,-, ::"· ,,~-!-.~J :c ,'0 " ~" "'l/MOS "U","_, ·,, 

UNIT ACr.C - SCJUT CO, 1:::3D I,V; ; Gr·j 

DATE ;'CTICII/l'mIDD OF SVC 1 G I.:AR 68 
~~~~------------------

REC~DED AWiiliD DI sri f·jQJ ! ~HED FLY I f'jG CROSS 

RE~DATImSI HECOMHENDER: CL :.;r P . ;; I LSOI~, r.iAJ, INF ! CU 0.G 

INmMElJIit.TE CCMI.ANnrn JJfW L . HOLLA DAY , LTC, RECOMUENDS APPROVAL 

0'l'Hrn AWARDS iJ'FROVED IN 
-.­

THE REPUBLIC OF VlE'DW! (DSC) (55) (DFC) (~) 

(B~ OLC) (ARCCM CLC)\PH ) (IIH OLC) 
 

RECC!lHENDATIQlS AIID CCK'1ElITS OF OOA.1D _5. i, 
~~'----/------------------------------------------ I 

DISAnYtCVED DOll/GRADE TO {JR;RADE TO 

1. .: : . 

20& 
 



" 
I 

I 
NJ,.Y.E r:-o:psoa. HUG.!t C. JR. GiU.;>j!: :";01 $ _ ___"_ _ Dn/Mos Ai:: 

UNIT AE.'lO-SCOUT CO, 1231> AVIJ Btl 

DATI: .c'rrCll/maroD OF iNC _1~G:..=UA:.:R",-,OO=-_____________ 

l<ECGlMENIED AWiUiJ) l)ISTlflQUISIE~ n,VIIiG C!!OSS 
,

RECC+lMElolllATI~S: HEcor.t-n~: ClVX ' ?1 \:I fLSQN. iJA". ,•• C!!M i 
I 

llJmlMEDIATI: CMlAN;Jrn Ji)!m L. HO'..LADIIY. LIC. BECOWrnms """O¥N. I 
I 

0THEll AWIJlDS ,.pmoVED IN rift; REruuuc uF 'JIE11'IAH (nsc) (55) (DFC) (:i<) 
, 

(PIi___) (I~!,--__0LC )(BSM'--__,OI.C ) (ARCCY.'--_---'CLC ) 

RECC!:HENDdTIOOS i.JID CCMMEIITS <F JCk1D !·J:l·ellS: 

~ITS---,_____________________________________ 

APffiOVED DlSArri(CVED DC'~GHAIIE TO UFCRADE TO 

1.,_____ -- :E':--:~r.n~~·~n~.~__2.... :'--­
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, 
I 

.;;.whRDS " iCRKS!-:EET 

I 
i

NAME THOMPSON. HUGH C. JR. GilJ.DE I'JO! ~ liR/Mos ism I 
UNIT AERO-SCOUT coI f23D AYN aN nrnos 26 12111 !II I 
DATE ACTIOO/PERIOO OF svc fa lIAR ea 

HEOO!MENIED AWAAD DI8TINQU ISHED FLYING CROSS 

REC<lIIlENDATIQ/5: RECOMllENllER: ClYDE ·P. 11'1 L.8OH MA.J I camG - ,
I,IN'ImHEDllTE CCK"~nER .JOHN L. HOLLADAY I LTC. RE2Q!I!!ENDS aPPROVAl. 
I 
I 

0'l.'Hm AWARDS AFFROVED III ~ REFUDLIC OF VIEnUJ{ (05C) (55) (OFC) (8M) I 

( DSM ow) (Mcrn ow) (PH ) (rul OLC) I 
I 

~ 
RECCM-1ENDATl OOS AND Cla4M£!1-1TS CF 3O.4...9.D ME2.fBERSt I

•1 
COOMEllT5 

· 
,

APrnOVED Dlsa.nr,CVED Wt<NGRADE TO UI'G!WJE TO , 
!-- · 
· 
I 

1. : .. : : : : : .. ! 

Isa_ ,,
2 . .. : : : : : .. : 

3; sa- I I .. ,c)/1K, I tim : I : I 
I 

I 
,ACTlctl BY 00 : I : : .. I : 

(orC) 
 
AMERICA!. Div Form , 120l dtd 17 Apr 6!f , Replac.es Americal Piv Form 120A, 
dtd 23 Dee 67 
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I III 

""." ,. 

AVDF-AGPRO 

1. 
to 

2. 

Chic! , Off Reds Ur 

The follCMing previous mtaxds (?t.u-pl e Heart 
WO' Hu,h C. Thpmpsgn 

.DiCORATIOi:l(3) 

NONE 

DA'l'E <F ACTIOlJ I SVC 

NONE 

This action tu:): (is not ) in contrnvcntion of A.'l 600-;1. 

H:~ 
1:\'13t u~JJy 
Chief, Ofr Rcctla Dr 

209 

or hi(-;..~er) have been tlWl:'.rded 

NONE 



~ ~ - 1 C i2d Ind 
S:JMECP$ Request far Assietance 

A n  inquiry was conducted by t h i s  off ice as directad. PFC Ebin,cen r?as not1. 

a v u ~ l efor  intervicrt, having rotated bcck t o  C O I G  on 11Au,mt 1968 for 
osur e l o s o  &om active dtity l;o at.&nd college. 

2. Em rc8111ts of the hqu- W c a t c d  the following c~rur&y: th; ;?mega­
t i m !  nab by PJX E%i:iger( 

a, %I3 point pens were available in a-le qu;ntil;ics in 4th Zz t td ion  
3d Infatry titrouchout the period i n  quostion. 

b. In early June, elemnta of h i3  b a t t d i o n  were conductix~q cca;.:bnt q r ­
a t l a s  in im area infested with leecilos, Leech repellent rras  orucrcd i . 3  the ' 
3 z t t d o n  L;-4 and was mceived by h i3  unit within two days. Cle i-?a-Lt&lion 
Serscznt l 'hjor delivered tbe repellent t o  t h s  troops in the fic2d. l i i t o r  . 

deli;.cry, no co.nphf ~ t swere receivad from sno:abera of PFC Euin:;ortn ccr.19­
r e g - lack of ropl lent ,  

c. fn'irorvieus with officers &id I.!COts of the-bt.t;alion ind icakd  no 
knarlcdp or' a y  ofl ' icer allaring a r,ctivo ,farnor t o  be used s.s a 20iilt ?an 
ia crossing a mined uea,  nor was there any indication of: torturing any 
oaptfvos b2- t h i s  uni t  or its praonml. 

d, During the period i n  question, there were no reported bicidonts of 
r8.p by r;accbem of PiT h%inpr@sC e z n y .  

3. Five camisaioned officers and two non-caa-cissimed officers of PFC 
&in,yer)~201'1-~r ba t t r l ion  were i n t o n i m d  for  this Fnqtiiry. ihlavcilabla 
for t!lis b1cpi4 wzs Ce:>tain E a r l  ilicl?cls, h b  Cmparly Cormnambr  in ':ie~l;run 
fi.m Deca:iber 67 t o  28.l.i;;ir1968,. who died as a zwsult of a heliccpter nccidoxt 
an 13 J m e  

CAPcROLL E, SYADJ 
LTC, I0 
&sector General 

EXHIBIT M-45 
 



AVHIG E 
(13 Auw 
SUBJECT: 

TO: Ins] 

2. It i! 
furnishec 
report al 

2 Incl  
nc 

DE?P9.Ti.51~!'!! OF TIE A+PI.lY 
CZFICz 07 mz n ~ P , ~ C 1 ~ O ~ {C-TiRwLL 

Flashincton, D .C 20315 

IG-BR.T singer, John, Jr. 

SL3=T: Request f o r  t.ssi s t a c e  

Ca?-:.:aiding Generjl 
Unitcd Stz tes  A m y ,  T.7ietnm 
T : 3si~ector General 
PCI?an i%a~ci.sco 96375 

1, Rsference is made t o  the atteci:ed l e t t e r ,  dr-ted 30 J u u  1952, t o  
?rcr,idellt Johnsm fron ?2C John C. ;%in;er, J2., Conpxy 3, 4th 
0 , 3d wantpi, lltn ?yi-;.6e, .?I.:eric;.l ;it.isiori, A X  CNI 
~ ~ C ~ C ~ S C O ( Inc l  1)96217. 

2. 'i".~e referenced corresnonderce, ~ ~ i ~ d i t i ~ n ~concerni;l.,.; ccllleged i r t r , r ~ > e ~
i n  h i s  unit, nistreat iwnt  of 
is ?o~rar,Ccdf o r  c.?po>ri;;te 

cr;-t?.red gersoncel, 
i n q ~ i r i2nd ?ction. 

and r e l c t r d  ;mtters, 
!ckncir1ed~o~:entof recei2t 

hcs been rsdc, ( Inc l  2 )  

3. Lq vicrr of Presider.t ial  in tc r .?s t ,  r c r  e s t  t h i s  ofzice be ir.foz~c,d05 
2 0 1 ~fi n 6 . h ~ ~ on ?d~icht o  bzssand provided v i t h  ilCo;-..~;Cion e Y"e?PJr, 
bi not l a t e r  than 12 Zanteduer 1966, Pour re7or-b shcmld r e f l e c t  an 
inte1vier.r :riA PX L;bin~er, 

~':.:1:,33L. Z;.IR 
Colonel, IG 
Chief, Assistcnce ,and 

Reviews Srmc?.l 

http:1:,33L.Z;.IR
http:DE?P9.Ti.51


to 

>ild it5. ons 
;em, 
; or" recei2t 

, Y L C ~  of 
Ye?%-, 
an 

AVHIC Ebinger, John, Jr. 1st Ind 
(13 Aupst 1968) 
SUBJECT: Request for  Assistance 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATE3 miY, VIETNAI4, APO 96375 19 August 1968 

TO: Inspector General, America1 Division, APO 96374 

1 .  Fprwarded for  inquiry and appropriate action. 

2. It i s  requested that infori,stion upon which t o  base a reply be 
furnish& this  off ice  by not later than 4 September 1968. Your 
report should reflect  an interview with PFC Ebinger. 

2 Incl B. H. KERR 
nc Colonel, IC 

Inspeetor General 
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LTC Alvin E. Adkina, A CofS 6-2, and formerly the Bat ta l ion Camnander of 
t he  4th Battalion,  3d f nfantry, was - interviewed and s ta ted  i n  substance ,. -­
t h e  following: 

LTC Adkias commanded the  4 t h  k t t a l i o n ,  3&ifantry on i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  
Vietnam during December 1967, He comna6ded the  ba t t a l i on  u n t i l  31 May 
1968 when he was replaced by LTC Barker who was k i l l ed  i n  a t ~ e l i c o p t e r  
accident i n  June 1968. LTC Adkins recal led tha t  CPT Michel, B Company 
Commander, was a l so  k i l l e d  i n  the  same accident. No incidents  of al leged 
rape o r  mistreatment t o  a captured farmer were reported during the period 
LTC Adkins commanded the bat ta l ion.  Also, there  was no requirement f o r  
leech repel lent .  Subordinate un i t  comanders were informed t o  question the 
l oca l  populace about locations of mines and booby t raps  and watch t h e i r  
mwements through the  area very carefully.  The philosophy behind t h i s  was 
t h a t  i f  the  Vietnamese knew of mines and booby t raps  i n  the  a rea  he would 
avoid them. On one occasion, LTC Adkina re la ted  an incidend where loca l  
force  V.C. influenced loca l  v i l l age r s  t o  make a l lega t ions  of rape against  
so ld ie rs  of h i s  un i t .  Upon checking i t . . ou t  there  was no case. This i s  
a common prac t ice  of the  V.C. i n  e f f o r t  t o  summon h o s t i l i t y  toward American 
troops and improve support f o r  them. CPTMichel's reputat ion and charactelc 
were such tha t  rape o r  mistreatment of captured personnel would not have 
been condoned i n  his uni t .  
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CPT Jinrmy Davis, Commanding Officer,  Company B, 4th Battalion,  3d Infantry 
was Lnterviewed on 27 August 1968 and s ta ted  i n  substance the  following: 

Captain Davis assumed command of Company B on 28 May 1968 replacing 
Captain Earl Michele, who became the  Ba t t a l i on  S-2. On 13 June 1968, Captain 
Michels was k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of a hei icopter  accident. PFC Ebinger was 
assigned t o  t h e  company u n t i l  mid-August 1968 when he rotated t o  the  United 
States. PFC Ebinger was never i n  the  f i e l d  on combat .operations during 
the period 28 May t o  mid-August 1968. He was assigned t o  the Bat ta l ion 
Trains performing duty with the  supply element. Ebinger was known 
t o  be a complainer and constantly maintained temporary p ro f i l e s  :?:strict- 
ing performance i n  h i s  140s 11B. Captain  Davis does not recall any incidents  
a s  alleged by PFC minger.  The uni t  has had an adequate supply of b e l l  
point pens and leech repellent.  No complaints have been received regarding 
shortages of t he  aforementioned. 



I Captain Ge 
I was intern 
I 

, CaptainBr 
December 1 
Captain B r  
short supp 
pellent. 
2 July t o  
along with 
actual ly p, 
dissemina tc 
the complei 
ceived ind: 
Baldy had 1 

the innnedii 
been no re1 
during the  

Captain Davis Shanks, Battalion Surgeon, 4th Battalion) 3d Infantry was 
interviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated i n  substance the  following : 

Captain Shanks arrived i n  Vietnam with the ba t ta l ion  i n  December 1967. 
Shortly a f t e r  a r r iva l ,  B Company performed a combat operation fo r  approx- 
imately a f ive  day duration. PFC Ebinger was a par t  of t h i s  combat opera- 
tion. Upon completion of the operation, PFC Ebinger came t o  the  Battalton 
Surgeon and claimed tha t  h i s  ankle was  giving him trouble, A t@ough 
evaluation of h i s  case resulted i n  granting a temporary profi le ,  This 
s tar ted  a chain of problems with PFC Fbinger's physical conilit$.on. On 
~ e v e r a l  other occasions he managed t o  secure other temporary prof i les  for  
h i s  ankle, f ee t  and legs. Before leaving the ba t ta l ion  f o r  rotat ion t o  ' 
the  United States,  an intensif ied check was being conducted t o  determine 
whether Ebinger had forged the signatures and dates on some of h i s  tempo- 
rary  prof i le  forms, 

Since EM'S application fo r  early discharge was apprwed, the alleged 
forgery was not pursued further. -No incidents of alleged rape or  m i s ­
treatment of a captured farmer had been reported during the period the unit 
has teen i n  Vietnam. Treatment of Viet Cong and- other prisoners of war 

, '  

within Mcdical Support Operations had been equal t o  tha t  received by 
United States  soldiers.  

http:conilit$.on
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Captain George Bryant XIP,  h t t a l i o n  S-4, 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry, 
was intentiewed on 28 'Auss t  1968 and stated i n  substance the following: 

G p t a i n  Bryant was the Service Platoon Leader of the ba t ta l ion  from 
December 1967 t o  20 June 1968 when he assumed duty as the Battalion S-4. 
Captain Bryant does not r e c a l l  tha t  a t  anytime b a l l  point pens were i n  
short supply. The uni t  has always had suff icient  quantity of leech re-  
pellent.  During combat operations i n  leech infested areas fo r  the period 
2 July t o  31 July, the bat tal ion was issued experimental leech repellent 
along with questionaires. Sufficient quantity was available f o r  troops 
.actually part icipat ing i n  Combat Assualt Operations. The repellent was 
dgsseminated by the Battalion Sergeant Major who monitored submission of 
the completed questionaires. During t h i s  period no complaints were re­
ceived indicating a lack of leech repellent.  Personnel located a t  LZ 
Baldy.had no requirement f o r  leech repellent since leeches were not i n  
the h e d i a t e  area.^ To the best of Captain Bryant's knowledge there has 
been no reported incidents of rape or  mistreatment t o  a captive farmer 
during the period he has served with the battalion. 
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l/LT Bruce Kepdrick, Aide de Camp, Headquarters h e r i c a l  Division and 
formerly a platoon leader bmpany 8 ,  4th Battalion, 36 Infantry was 
interviewed on 28 August 1968 aud stated i n  substance the  followbg: 

LT Kendrick was a d e r of the  4th Battalion, 3d Infantry f o r  the period 
June 1967 - June 1968 and served with the uni t  i n  Vietnam from December 
1967 t o  June 1968. LT Kendrick knew Captain Michels and based on h i s  
character and reputation could not believe tha t  the al legat ions a s  stated 
happened. Captain Michels was k i l led  i n  a helicopter accident i n  June 
1968. LT Kendrick could not r eca l l  any incidents involving rape o r  m i s ­
treatment of captives during h i s  tour with the unit. He reca l l s  tha t  
h i s  uni t  had no problems with the procurement of leech repel lent  or ba l l  
point pens. 
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F i r s t  Sergeant Wilhelm Dahner, F i r s t  Sergeant, Campany B, 4th Battalion, 
3d Infantry w a s  interviewed on 27 August 1968 and s ta ted  i n  substance 
the following: 

Sergeant Dahner was PFC Ebinger's F i r s t  Sergeant from December 1967 when 
Company B ar r ived  i n  Vietnam t o  August 1968. PFC Ebinger rota ted t o  the  
United S ta t e s  on 11August 1968 a f t e r  receiving an "early out" t o  re turn  
t o  college. PPC Ebinger par t ic ipated i n  one c a b a t  operation with h i s  
un i t  i n  December 1967 f o r  a period of f i v e  days. On returning t o  base 
camp, PFC Ebinger obtained a temporary p r o f i l e  and was assigned t o  the  
supply element i n  the  Battalion Trains Area where he remained u n t i l  ro- 
ta t ing.  PFC Ebinger was a chronic complainer and performed h i s  dut ies  
i n  hardly a sa t i s f ac to ry  manner. Sergeant Dahner does not r e c a l l  any 
incidents a s  a l leged by Ebinger. I n  ear ly  June, elements of the  
ba t ta l ion  were conducting combat operations i n  an area Tnfested with leeches. 
Requests were given t o  the S-4 t o  procure leech repel lent  and the repe l len t  
was received i n  about two days. On a r r i v a l  the Sergeant Major delj.vered 
the repe l len t  t o  troops i n  the  f i e ld .  This was t he  f i r s t  requirement the 
unit  had f o r  leech repe l len t  since arrivailgin Vietnam. 170 complaints 
were received from meinbers of the  company regarding lack of repel lent  once 
it had been delivered t o  the  un i t s '  f i e l d  locations. 
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S/Sgt Edward Vann, &-Supply Sergeant, 4th Battalion, 36 Infantry, was 
 
interviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated in substance the following: 
 

S/Sgt Vann was associated with Ebinger for approximately 15 months as 
members of the same battalion. Upon arrival in Vietnam in December 
1967, the unit participated in a five day combat operation. At the 
completion of this operation, PFC Ebinger secured a temporary profile 
and was assigned duty with the re-supply element of the battalion. 
Ebinger's performance in the supply element was satisfactory. For a 30 
day period in July 1968, Ebinger was located at LZ Baldy. Units oper- 
ating in the area of LZ Baldy had a requirement for leech repellent. 
Experimental leech repellent was issued with questionaires to be cam- 
pleted by individual soldiers. The Battalion Sergeant Major assumed 
the responsibility for issue to troops engaged in combat operations and 
monitoring completion of the questionaires. The leech repellent was 
delivered to field combat locations by the Sergeant Major. No complaints 
were received indicating a shortage of the repellent and there was always 
a sufficient quantfty on hand. Personnel located at LZ Baldy had no re- 
quirement for leech repellent since leeches were not present in the 
inmediate area. Sergeant Vann has no knowledge of any reported incidents 
of alleged rape or mistreatment to a captured farmer. It is believed 
that singer's allegations are basically untrue or based on distorted 
information because he was not in the field long enough to know exactly 
what was going on. 
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Exhibit M-46 is published in Volume IIIs 
 
Book 3, Reports. 
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s o n  T i n h  D i s t r i c t  REPUBL'IC O F  V I E T  NAM 
Son My V i l l a g e  
NR 116 Admin O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v  e C o u n c i l  Son My V i l l a g e  

TO: 1LT D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  Son T i n h  D i s t r i c t  

SUBJECT: 	 R e p o r t  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  O p e r a t i o n  o f  
1 6  March 6 8  

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  
Marg in  n o t e s  i n  p e n :  1 6  March 1 9 6 8  a t  Tu Cung and  Co Luy h a m l e t s  o f  

Son My v i l l a g e :  
Thuan Yen 1 9  
My Khe 3 R e s u l t s :  A l l i e s :  1 k i l l e d ,  2 W I A  ( a t  
Trung B i n h  4 Thuan  Yen s u b h a m l e t ,  Tu Cung h a m l e t ) .  
Binh Tay 3 
Binh Dong 2 3 V i e t  Cong: 48  k i l l e d ,  5 2  wounded ( i n c l u d i n g  

g u e r i l l a s ,  c a d r e  f r o m  s u b h a m l e t ,  h a m l e t ,  v i l l a g e  
a n d  d i s t r i c t ) .  

C i v i l i a n s :  	  Tu Cung 480 
Co Luy 90 

T o t a l :  570  	  c i v i l i a n s  

B e s i d e s  p e r s o n s  k i l l e d ,  a n i m a l s ,  p r o p e r t y  
a n d  h o u s e s  w e r e  9 0 %  d e s t r o y e d .  

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f .  

Son My 22 March 1 9 6 8  

s i g n e d  

M r .  Do Dinh  Luyen  
C h a i r m a n  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  
( a l s o  V i l l a g e  C h i e f )  

T r a n s l a t o r ' s  N o t e :  
S u b h a m l e t s  o f  Tu Cung H a m l e t  a r e :  

Thuan Yen 
Binh Tay 
Binh Dong 
Truong  Hoa 
Truong  An 

Above t o t a l  	  i s  5 2  -- same a s  number  o f  V C  r e p o r t e d  wounded.  

A t r u e  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  th.e b e s t  o f  my k n o w l e d g e ,  S a i g o n ,  R e p u b l i c  
of V i e t n a m ,  7 . J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 .  

EXHIBIT M-49 

L i e u t e n a n t  ColonC1,  U .  S .  Army 





Exhibit M-50 is published in Volume 111, 
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22 January 1970 

uMORANDUM FOR: LTG WILLIAM R.  PEERS 

SUBJECT: In t e rv i ew With M r .  Ronald L. Haeberle 

1, Between 1330 - 1600 hours  on 19 January 1970 and 1115 ­
1240 hours  on 20 January 1970, I met w i th  M r .  Ronald L.  
~ a e b e r l e  a t  t h e  Premier I n d u s t r i a l  Corporat ion,  Cleveland,  
ohio, h i s  p l a c e  of employment. H i s  counsel  was n o t  p r e s e n t .  

2 .  The purpose of  t h i s  v i s i t  was t o  o b t a i n  from M r .  Haeberle 
the numerical  sequence i n  which he took t h e  p i c t u r e s  ( E x h i b i t s  
p-26 t o  P-42) when he accompanied Company C ,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  
20th I n f a n t r y ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  on a combat a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. 

3. A f t e r  telephonicallylreceiving t h e  f i lm number and des- 
cr ipt ion of each s l i d e  from a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of L i f e  Magazine, 
Mr. Haeberle looked through t h e  e x h i b i t s  t h a t  I provided him 
u n t i l  he found t h e  p i c t u r e  desc r ibed .  The p i c t u r e  was t h e n  
marked wi th  t h e  f i l m  sequence number. A t o t a l  of  17 f i l m  num­
bers and t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  p l u s  one unnumbered f i l m  which f i t  
the d e s c r i p t i o n  of Exh ib i t  #39 were r e l ayed  i n  t h i s  manner. 
Assuming t h a t  M r .  Haeberle used a 20-picture  r o l l  of  f i lm and 
Life Magazine has  18  of h i s  s l i d e s  i n  t h e i r  possess ion ,  two 
slides a r e  unaccounted f o r .  

4. M r .  Haeberle s t a t e d  tha t .  Exh ib i t  P-28 was no t  t a k e n  on 
t h i s  r o l l  of f i l m .  This  p i c t u r e  was t aken  of an unknown a r e a  
uld i s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  My La i  ( 4 ) .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
Ixhibit P-39, ( t h e  unnumber.ed f i l m )  was t aken  somewhere between 
slide 7 through 1 2  and could be one of t ~ et h r e e  miss ing  s l i d e s  
8, 10 o r  11. M r .  Haebe r l e l s  f i l m  number 20 i s  a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  
)Id Vietnamese man shown i n  Exh ib i t  P-2 and P-3 except  t h a t  he 
1s looking a t  t h e  camera. 

j. M r .  H a e b e r l e ' s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  L i f e  Magazine 
qho provided t h e  f i l m  numbers from t h e  s l i d e s  was M r .  Gerald  
bore ,  Assoc ia te  . E d i t o r ,  L i f e  Magazine, New York C i t y ,  N e w  York. 

1. Attached as I n c l o s u r e  1 i s  t h e  sequence i n  which M r .  
iaeberle took t h e  p i c t u r e s  and t h e  comparable e x h i b i t  number. 

http:unnumber.ed


HAEBERLE 

Incl 1 1 

7.  E x h i b i t  P-188 i s  a n o t h e r  a e r i a l  pho tograph  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  on which M r .  H a e b e r l e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
p o s s i b l e  r o u t e  he t r a v e l e d  on 1 6  March 1968 and t h e  approx i -  
mate a r e a  i n  which he  t o o k  t h e  pho tographs  ( E x h i b i t s  P-29 
t h r o u g h  P-42) .  A comparison between t h i s  a e r i a l  pho tograph  
and t h e  one comple ted  on '17 J a n u a r y  1970 shows a change i n  
h i s  r o u t e  o f  t r a v e l  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  E x h i b i t  P-38. 

8 .  A t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  o u r  m e e t i n g ,  M r .  Haebe,r le  s i g n e d  the,  
a e r i a l  pho tograph  p r e p a r e d  on 1 7  J a n u a r y  1970 and t h e  one com­
p l e t e d  on 20 J a n u a r y  1970.  

1 I n c l  
as Major ,  MPC 

I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  



7 L a i  (4) 
: a t ed  t h e  
approx i -  
; P-29 
j t og raph  

1 HAEBERLE PHOTO EXHIBIT 
 REMARKS 
 

Single Chopper (Gunship) 
 
in the air 
 

Missing - unknown picture 

Missing - unknown picture 

Missing - unknown picture 

This is a picture of the old Viet- 
 
namese man shown in Exhibits P-2 
 
and P-3 
 

Unknown area - not taken on this 
roll of film 

Unnumbered film - taken somewhere 
between slides 7 - 12 

Incl 1 
 



Exhibit M-53, Exhibit M-54, Exhibit M-55, and 
Exhibit M-56 are published i n  Volume 111, Book 
2 ,  Directives.  

EXHIBIT M-53 
 

EXHIBIT M-54 
 
EXHIBIT M-55 
 

EXHIBIT M-% 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=319
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=321
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=153
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=285
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=319
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=153
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=285
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=321


This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  

t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  pur- 

pose of de termining  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 

concerning : 

(1) 	 t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i G a  l n t o ,  

and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  chain of 

command, of  what i s  now commonly Pe fe r red  t o  a s  t h e  

My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1968; 

( 2 )  	  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of informat ion  by 

any person  who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  in -  

format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  

f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened a t  My L a i .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  

t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes j u s t  s t a t e d .  GEN Peers  has  had made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob- 

t a ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A verbat im t r a n -  

s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  prepared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  being made i n  ad- 

d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  being taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 

c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony,  o r  arts of i t ,  may 

l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  persons  i n  t h e  room who may ask you ques- 

t i o n s .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  a s s i s t a n t s  and they a r e  au thor i zed  

t o  a sk  q u e s t i o n s .  However, GEN Peers  has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 

Weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  r eques ted  t o  not  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s  

EXHIBIT M-57 
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I 

- 
I 
I 

cut of s 'S'C , 

except  i n  t h e  performance of  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  

s o  t o  do be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. You a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  o rde r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -  

martial case  of Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey ,  your appearance here i n  

no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  

You may be r eques t ed  t o  appear  b e f o r e  a  S p e c i a l  subcommittee 

o f  t h e  House Armed ~ e r v i c 6 s  Committee. This  Committee i s  

look ing  i n t o  t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  of My L a i  and your appearance 

and i n s t r u c t i o ' n s  b e f o r e  t h e  Pee r s  Inqu i ry  i n  no way r e s t r i c t s  

your  'appearance b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed s e r v i c e s  Committee. 

You w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e  i f  you are t o  

appear  b e f o r e  t h e  Committee. 
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c&! MI, V i a t ~ . ~(s;~sic11.IO)=$or $be thlsd U.:a irr recent weeks, 

tba &pie02 DSY%SS,Q~~.11th %%gale in&atcy:ma fr9u Took Force :s&r 

r.d$ed a V i e t  c'.s~gu2rax@oU hacam as nlidw&"U CAI*$ n-:>rthca3t~f 

T ~ DacU0.1 occurred in t b  coastal t a m  of 3-5$ I d wltore, t kmo  ~ W O ~ W  

'espbr, hwt,br Emmv ~t ttw ~ g a ~ a t a  7 ~ 1 c 9 r. ~ c ? i ; h t i t e'a'isj, 

cut of s "4C a&ush, leavlry %Dr::emyctaab.. 
. .  . 

% action %&&n Units  01 the b,sk i m e  cand\rcM a c&.xt b 3 - 3 ~ ~ l l t  
-3 

S::b a heiin V5eO ~2;.mi3&~ht."5&%p!' gumhif.~of the $7&tfi.Aulntlrm 
. . 

w4ad%, LWr cbnum fr-rrstb 1236 Aviation &.tMier& ki:lcd trio cL+c;ry. 

"'&J m?&~at ~ f i el i k e  cZo~k"~&," C G S B T L ~ H I  LPG P X r l e  F2ii';i6~, 

. . 

A ctrapzg led Sy CYT :,moat '~%dba,Schc,fieLcj :'.rracka,. Lk~aii,'/;l.l.laci 

. (.'";..p)
h: $? 0 

EXHIBIT M-58 
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Ihe ett#ii wn tho, v U & p  atcamted for 69 a~acryLSLsCt, sxim ef 

*oh ere 4tWSbutd to .upporting .rtilly fim. h .wpct tSM the 

&ttrqrebrCleat a large VC torem had u p a t  tbb -At in the tUqp. 

Anot&st platoon of nJmglo S!aAoregma ecklltted b 231 arsa aautk 

of the a b ~ e  !b&8 &t, under 21;'P 'a-,nZ~ng%he bath.  

c?srlr; S. J., i rd l e t e ly  &bta =riayefire.  )&a t& VC fled, thy Lit 

The ew%?o~s with *ah tho units smmd h t o  tho wrca saqttlssx! the 
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' dIAFONS CACHES 1 
Elements d the 1 l t h  Infantry Prigadn recent ly 1-1 ( G 14L \ 1-1 T I

concluded a conbat operation e igh t  rliles southwest of 
Quang ~ g a i  c i t y ,  i n t o  an area D O M ~ ~ Yincluded i n  an WARQIOQS\NLEKi 
adjoining AiiVN area of o ~ e r ~ t i o n .  	  In a week of contmu­

-Pers i s ten t  intel l igence reports of VC supply ous contact  with the  ene-1 
channels and caches i n  the are% brought the 1st 3n, my, the  Jungle Warriors of 
20th Inf sweeping i n t o  the  f o o t h i l l s ,  supported ' by the l l t h  Brigade amassed 
kFCa of the Brigade 1s a r ~ r e dtroop and hel icopter  77 k i l l s ,  captured 250 
gunships f ron  F ' r i n ~  Aviation Ltd. and the  174th Avia- wGapns, end C O & U C ~ ~  
t ion  Conpay. large amounts of muni-

After a week of f ight ing,  the  s i tua t ion  report  of  tions. 
Operation Norfolk Victory rdads l i k e  a .hardware s h o p  A u n i t  of  the 3d Bat- 
~ i n gl is t  a r  "Sykes 1 .Regulars" ccm~;rnics uncovered ta l ion ,  I s t  Infarr tq,  l ed  
l r r ~ e VC m i t i o n s .  - by CPT Robert Dicksan, 
runnel and bunker c a c h ~ s  , . i ?pr' s ron t  two days Blearing a 
i17ve yiclded 131 individ- ) .\y \ - large tunnel complex mi of 
11.1 ndd crew served uea- , - Duc b. h t e c t h g  the  ,,: j-:p n s  inc lud i  :g two com- presence of e n e q  i n  the  
r$ete n o r b r s ,  mare than I r ' - t u n a l ,  the  compny tw 
4,000 s m l l  a r l s  and crew i n  gromides t o  ps rauedg 
served weapns rounds, and -k' -s-7 them t o  come out. When no -.-.==-2!'2-it~k? -	3,OW punds  of o ther  . flCe n e w  a ~ ~ e a r e d ,  C k r r  
types of explosives. They > , .  ence Born was s e n t  i n  t? 
z lso  tmcoyared a graveyard ; -1 I-. 1 secrch the  tunnul. He' 
containing the bodies of -..<' 

, 
-J 

\ s ~ e n t  most of  the f i r s t  
?7 VC k i l l 4  during the ! day i n  clear ing the Corn 
week by s..!-ll a m  and ar- / ) -A> plex. When three tunnel'%a, 

t i l l e r y  f i r e .  , ' / l ,  . 	 (rlRAF-UF Cont. ons 3 )I.'!. 

In addition, eneny -

,.-se discovemd by 
 /L/_-R ~ ~ c , ~ ~ / ~ ~ =1/(///_3/.-L/~-IJ
tb t l i ieg~Lars" heve re­
v - led VC c lassroom, hos- Thc 11th Infantry Elrigadeta main body was in 
;>itels,  :nec'.ical suppl ies  V b t p m  lcs;  than a m n t h  *n it w?s givm ~ o d r o ldf 
,s well .-s a n b a t  and ad- O p i a t i c n  Muscatine. This ad+ed respons ib i l i ty  c a l l r  

- - i n i s t r e t i s n  supplies  and ed f o r  two battalion-sized e l e  nts. One of these m­
7C ~ i n cm J  bogby t r a p  neuver e l c n t s  was %he 4 th  BagaUon, 3d hf*nCna d  
,nnufz-.cturing e o u i p n t .  the o t h ~ rwzs a conpdsite of one company fm .& .An abmdoned VC ' .con- the Brigade's bat ta l ions.  \ 

:-ound rigged with bakbad On January 22 a convoy consis t ing o$ A Go:, . 3d 
;dire was destkoye.d in Bhe of the  1 s t ;  B Co, "Old Gur?rdtl; C Co. "Sykosf .&gu­
snxe area. k~rs"~ n ds t e f f  from HHC 11th &i@de ro l led  f ron  LZ 
(B..SCEK Cont. on p g e  3 )  Carcntan t o  becone Task Force Bzrker.. i t 8  br ief  78-
- day his tory,  ZFB compiled

record f o r  

TFB, cdmsnded by and 
mmd' fa r  LF Frank Bnrker 
boasts 401 Vbt Cong k i l l -  
ed .=ad 
tured. 

33 weapons 
Besides its 

cap-
out-

I , 	 
sbncting .xdlitary accomp­
l ishnents, TFD car r ied  ou t  
rnmy successful  c i v i l  af- 
P q i r  and medical a i d  pro-

i n  a d  around t h e i r  
o p r a t i o n a l  area. 

The tsek f ce con-
t -­ - - _ - . A (ZAWiXCont on x g e  4)  

EYHlBlT M-59 
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( ~ . F - u IGt. froan pep 3)
47 mortnr .rounds, 30 jock- ( L O ~ I T  F t? r . t~  P4c.E I )  - .  
e t s ,  5 ariti-tank weapons, ducted th. e e  mjo r  conbit operatione. Ihme offem­
29 M79 rounds, ' 25 tnnd ive 8wet.w m s t  the  enimv a t o t < - l  of 276 men'killed i;? 
grenedes, and 10,740 the Gi  area. 

I 
rounds of small ntrnd M;d 
machine gun armunition. 
In addition, . Vi.,tnan&se 
turned over two ola~rmore 
nines, two b ~ n g a l a r etor­
pedoes, and an Mt carbim. 
* 1 * +  4 l  

The f i r s t  of these ect ions w*-s onCFebruary 12, 
During this b a t t l e  TFB proved i t s e l f  c a p b l e  of  copin, 
wish n m ~ r i c e l l y  superior e n e v  forctls. 'They destwy- 
ed P- m jor  enemy r e s t  p.rf;a ard k i i l a d  78 enenpr during 
a jo in t  Army, Navy and k n y  of the  Re~ublicof v i e t n m  
opcra tion. 

It WPS i n  t h i s  b e t t l e  t h r t  thtt courageous ItDirOy 

"1 Chanhe" - Vict Cong defectors - led the Rs­
con Pt, 3d Bn, 1 s t  Inf, i n  ,an operation north of Duc 
Pho which net ted 10 s u e p c t s  and one e n e w  k i l l ed .  
The d e ~ ds o l d i e r  was l s t e r  iden t i f i ed  a s  a l o c a l  guer- 
rilla ch*f; he had valuable d o c m n t s  nn his  person. 

Ihe f i r s t  Iloi Chanh, Nguyen lbit;p, turned hiizeelf 
qnd h i s  HI r i f l e  i n  t o  l o c a l  a u t h w i t i e s  end s a i d  t h a t  
he had m L m 4  e s c a p d  capture by 3d of t h e  1 s t ls C 
Co t h e  day before. 

W e p  took t h e  platoon to' the haniLet of An Tho. 
He pointed out  the  locat ion of two canouflaged posit- 
ions harboring six men. 

- After en ARVN i n t e r p  
rc te r ,  SGk Vu V P ~Thuoly, 
f a i l e d  t o  t ~ . l k  them into 
surrendering, B mnbar of 
the  plrtoon threw a gre­
mde i n t o  t h e  position, 
munding one of the three 
su!8@ct$ ihdide. - ,. 

The th ree  men i n  t h e  
other  hole s w ~ n d e r e daf­
t e r  he+ring.the exp1osion. 

Ths *toon leeder, 
1LT Jo@ F. h k n ,  who ha8 
sincg nss&d-. c o m d  of 

i-i&W J,.,FbmW, rpat tbd tw 
uuqscts Ging tawald 
pgam mat .  
; With the  cry of "Mng 

&r&llt he e l e r t e a  the 
o ther  meztburs o f  the  yla­
toon and gavd ckw, 

The plctood cane $m­
t o  tb v i u - g e  end the in­

,forner led the  man t o  a 
hole contnining four  sue- 

cowred the bunker's en­
trances. 

When the  f o u r  @US­
p c t s  had been captured, 
thb Informer wae sen t  i n t o  
t h e  bunher, but etopped 
when two shots wsre f i red.  
32x3 yount, who -8 c o v e r  
ir\g 'the othc? entrance, 
threw a grenade in and 
fol loyed a f t e r  t h e  e e o s -  
Son. ' ' 

(', .. 4 ' 

---_ 

- ., 

Inside, he discovered 
a dead VC, a c a l .  .45 pis­
t o l  and a map case con­
tain$ng documents. Later 
h v ~ s t i g a t i o n  revealed t h e  

.'&:id VC t o  be e. d i s t r i c t  
chief .  

Nohn couanented la-
pets. Aa the platoon was ' t e r :  nIf Yount hedntt 
t r y i n g  ta g s t  the s u a ~ e c t e  
t o  co,m out, SSC John B. 
Yount noticed brush moving 
n t4r  the entrance to a 
nearby bunk~r .  Motioning 
t o  Brdg t o  n s c i s t  him, he 

soan those bushed inow, 
tKe d i s t r i c t  chief would 
not  have been discover%d. 
He ( the  d i s t r i c t  chief)  
showed .s def in i te  w i l l  t 0  
r e s i s t .  It 

,DozenHwas born. Consnand­
ed by 1LT John Spraggins, 
12 volunt6era from B Co, , 
W1.d CuJrdI1 nsseulted a 
h e w i l y  reinforced and rru­
k r i c - l l y  superior  ene ;y 
force cu t t ing  down 44 
the  e s t i ~ r t e d  100, "hhr 
l l e U  f l e d ,  

FUW.II',W,,.LIB 
Obhtrr disrlnya of  

heroism by " D s l  hinsn from 
the  174th Aviation Co., 
ARs from E Trp, 1 s t  Gev- 
nlry, ,and o ther  Br.rker 
companies received 15 a­
waldp f o r  individual  brav- 
erg a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of  
t h e  enePpr encounter. 

In l a t e  Febnrary, in­
f e n t r y  and c a v a k g  u n i t s  
of VB, s u r p r t e d  by t h e  
bcigadala 'REw b v i - t i  In 
Lbd," US@rks,n and f m r  
e i r  s t r ibs  by Air' Force 
F-105 'Thundemhlefs, m­
eounterctd the  remnatlts o t  
a Battalion-sized e n e q  
force. In t h e  row-hour 
engagenent nem %the  v i l ­
1ga of IQ Iai, a t o t 2 1  of 
68 enanpr dead vere left on 
the  b a t t l e  fb&danfl fiOb 
w e a p o ~were captured. 

328  KIU 
In e L e r p  conih?t as­

s e u l t  on Merch l b j  WB 
landed two c\~mpahies si* 
multaneously on oprosi te  
aidea of a k n m  VC 
strorghold. hu'uyl t h e  
h ~ n v y  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  i n s w d  
128 eaJrqp were k i l l e d  and 
f o r t y  60mm mortar  reas, 
three - r i f l es ,  R radio, en­
emy doameltts, and numtlr­
o w  supr l ies  were cap turc  
ed. W f igh t ing  took 
place in an Ere8 known a s  
l lFMNil le , It six mile. 
n o r t l a e t  of hang Ngei. 

The task force and 
s u r p f i i q  engineera f m a  
B Compny, 39th Engineers 
eutabl ishsd rZ Dottie aa a 
refuel ing and reaming
bl.iNrt f o r  the  Operation 
lhsca t ine  t a c t i a a l  a m .  
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A M  E R I C A L  	  
Partl;y cloudy I'XP::.'~.L­

~ ~ 5 t h  .?.ere­l i t t l s  chilago 
seen. l?ihC!s v ? . ~ ~ s . ? I ~ E?f

n e w s  	  LC %:lotz p-sr be>xLI', ?fi~(i?
:':lc:;.Aa y 9$* Lcw 'Ft!~:j.?y 

I - - - - - . - - - ­reh 18, i(j(~8-. 1 Nn. 3% ?!onday &!: 

h~~-pS.calIlr ; i ta  K i l l- - ,,-­
, . ­.CFU MI ) -- ,

M y i o n  forc.es rFccrclarl ,I? k a s  
@:'fiEhtirg +,i;roui:f!out s,,:,th,r..,.n I Cor!;,s 

.gFsterday, m e rrnol.tt-d 
three i::fantq~~r+ri , :~dli :...clir;:?edi:illc::!-i 
end ' evr;cu.ated fo r  t,rc;:*t,~:;a!,' , 

nmen t s ,of iyey icn l t  s 1q:;th 3rj.c.:: r:e 
k j . U e d  18 a n d  ca,r,t,l::.:?,! one (,~h;-, 
m.rt%l.t 1 1 1 . ~i l l  coltn.ct.s t !:ro:lglyj!,,t. t.k,e 
Y!harqerr" area of C!!..c?rs+.j.o!.! t!?leelcr./ 
biz1 I.l.r:*~n.yesterday. 

A 	 com.pang 0." t he  3d Bat+ ,c l i~n ,  21st 
hfantr.y cormna::t:cr! by CPT ;:.o!--!,rt, i, Car 
ringan Jr. (fir! jngton, VA.) kjLlod t ~ r c  
VC with E b m  mol*t.,nr f i r e .  A urri t  of t,i!e 
21st 1nfr.fitr-y k i i l e d  one VC on a sesrck 
and destroy missibit. CFT Cecil H. Ox­
fordrs  (Corpus CChrir,t.i, ex.) cur:payT c f  
the 3d 8at ta l ion ,  found one XVf, ,tht,i - ; r : .u 
Seen ki?led by an a i r  str-ike, ' 

Members of a compan;r of t ,h~2d Bxt- 
ta l iona  . 1st Infsn t ry  co~mndedby CT? 
Jose R. Feliciapo. (R.alt, ,Md.) ki.Ued tico 
VC and f ~ m done -6hhniart~rtube while 
on a search and d o s t ~ o y  rLssi.on. 

A 	 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry cc­
paw:.jcouunanded by" CFT Robert 9, Leincn 
Sr, ( A U ~ U ~ ~ . . & Y . )found and evacunt,ec! 
1,200 poy(rfhf r ice.  Another 6th IK­
fantry empany Ped'by CPT James T. Pr ice  
( ~ a p h t e v i u e ,  K.C.) k i l l e d  one VC* 
. W r  dements of t h e  6th Infantry k i l l ­
3drtw NVA. ­

CPT U P r y  R. ~ y e r f s  (Dss Keines',..' 

47 -I n  kctiar,  Yest,erday ­
3 5 t h  Ir!f2nt,1*y cumpar.:? ergaged eight J ~ A 
and k i l ~ l : . <."our. "i!'Troop 7th %ua-*e~ 
17th Cavalr.. r a c ~ r d e d  two VC k i l l s  lC!?ae 

flyin;? i n  gi:nc:?.al support of t he  "Charg- 
ers" yc:'st~:.rfi;?y. 

Ucits c.i' jrnericz- 1 s 1st Squadr-n ,' 
1st Cavalry rcported an enemy ccunt 
cf eiyht, ;iesterday in Operatbn ~hef?lcr/  
' I J ~ ~ c w E ~  '??.n KyrnE.1. 

A t r ccp  f 8 f  t he  1st Cavalry on a 
scarch and dss t ray  missinn nerth af Tam 
Ky pick:,d up cne cf t h e  enew kills* it 

tsnk cor~~:andedby SSG Bobby L. Ward 
(I)u,ganvllle,, Tex.) was responsible fnlq 
th5  cnc-ziy kill. 

iinothcr un i t  rf the  Cavalry on a 
aearcl:, zr,d destrcy ~ i s s i o n  nine miles 
nortJh~.~!cst.cf  Tam Ky discovered a mass 

' 	 ~ r h - J Eco?t,zining seven hTVk bodies. Plan 
t ~ o nSGT I. Martinez (Killeen TCX.) 
along .with SCIT James M. Wanner (Grand 
Ii-rpids, Kith.) discovered the  . grave 
s i t e ,  

It Jungle klarriarstl of k n e r i c a l ~s'11th 
Brigade k i l l e d  1 0  enew so1dier.s i n  the  
Duc Pko aren and s i x  in Operation I!usca- 
tint: yesterday. 

Act,ion tapered o'ff in t he  Operation 
?I.uscati.ne area a . f te r ,  Saturdayls heavy 
contact i n  which 128 VC were; ki l led.  
"Jungle ~ a r r i o r n  so ld iers  of .Task Force 
Rcrkcr cont;j~ued t o  pu'sh th reuth  p a d d i e  
northeast  of  Quang Ngai and'.:ki.lled six 
VC ycst,erday, 

habh.), ,c@pany of . t he  4th 	 1 ~arneatB a ~ t a l l ~ n ,  	  A company -oommandedby dPT.:,: 
31st Inf=ntrg: adjus ted .  . a r t i l l e r y  en ' Medina (Schofiele Bakrick'e, I I . .~ldJ.1cd 
three.  lQVA. MIAw e  !. uas k i l l e d  by the  th ree  ­ VC a d  detained thi susp6cta w i l e  ' 

r a u n d ~ f i r e d'by a ,ba t te ry  of ,,the 3d Bat- searching YfUages and ,tunnels'* ,knot+r 
82nd Artlillerj.  , The company it of "Barkers Bastardsn - led by Cm 

NVA soldier.  ail Efichles (Peoat~or~thfi,hrk) ef ' - the 
IF" ?mop, . l 7 t h  Cavdlry wis credited 4th Battal icn,  3rd' Infant ry  'k iUed  a VC 

k i th  one e n e w  fin and a 2nd Battalion, in t h e  same area. Another 3rd:-'"~hfaritry 

EXH l B  IT M-60; 
253.. . . . . 
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MSRICkf, ( ~ b n t i ~ d )  

unit killed tw VC l a t e r  i n  %he day. 
U n i t s  of the 1l t h  Brig>-dc's 3rd 


Battalion, 1 s t  Infantry conducted a com­
b2t assaul t  eight miles north of 2 l c  Fio 

yesterday. A compvly led by CPT Joe 

Rhinehzrt (Ca ton ,  N.C. ) discoversd 2 


l a rge  tunnel  conplm a d  k i l l e d  Eivc VC. 

Another 1 s t  InPmtry  @mpuUr  foTx:rl the 

body of a VC k s l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  Ecr­
lier in the day a ait discovered a 

l a rge  VC base camp with s e v e r d  fcxholes 

and bu2:i.r~. Although they found. sQ7:e 

supplius, thc enemy b.d evacuated t h e  

area. The u n i t  i s  l e d .  by CP? Robtrt 

Dickson ( ~ e c a t u r,Ga). 


A compmy of the  1s t  2~. t : .? . l lo r . ,29 th  
'Infantry ki . l l ed  three. VC lri+.e S u n d q  

night.  Y-esterday a 20th lr.fa2:t.q c.!:.­
p n y  discow.rcd t h e  b@dy of r: .CC killed 
by u t i L c ; r y .  

One enemy sold ier  was report,:i hi:;­
ed in k r i c 2 1 1s 198th Brigade f s  c ren  

of operations yc;st(;rday. 


A company of the 1s t  Br+.tsiior4 

52nd Infantry reported k i l l i n g  tho en-$ 

when the irifzitrjmen f i r e d  on rr.cvemcnt 

outside t h e i r  n i g h t  pe r i~c t c r . .  Thc BC 

body WGS recovered at dsybreak yester ­
daJ. 

In o p r c t i o n s  north of Chc Lai a 
un i t  of tine 1s t  B a t i d i o n ,  Lhth I n f ~ ~ t r y  
reported finding a booby t r a - ped anti.­
tcnk &e. It h2.d been buried on a 
t r a i l  fruqur-ntiy used by t r ~ c k v e h i c l ~ s  
in t h ~ tarLa. 

Arr,erical Is 14th Avietion Battnlion 

f lew 1,328 so r t i e s ,  car r ied  1,961 co?bzt 

troops a d  h r d c d  313 tons of c:irgc i n  

support of tha d iv is ion  yesterday. 


---kMP3IICM, NEWS SHEET---­
IG S.W. Koster, Comin?ndiiig General 


L X  Patr ick H. Dionne, I0 

Telephone : Chu Lai  3212 o r  2414 


This News Sheat is published dai ly  &-dm 

th* supervision of the  IC, h , c r i c a l  Div­
i s i on  as ~ . z u t h o r i z e dArmy Publication. 

This News ,Sheetis solely fd, Personnel 

in the Amarical Division and may not be 

duplic?.ted o r  released t o the  :mewsmedia. 

,----- ­
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United States Military nd Vietnam 

In the flnt mjor contaat, of the aa l t+V isSm opePatSon 
 

QUXEI TH:dG, initiated on ll ~ " h t 
and north of Saigon, U.S. 
 

c a v and~ XVN~ 25th W a n t r y  M d & m  soldlrikUJed 8n 
 
+ ­

memy yeatierday. NO 0.S. ~ 1 b f 8 M  Wd.~ . 

r e  l ight  ,tin tmg~.geiwnt19 &tsa me of sabm 

In an u l k ~ t e dactfoa l4 a l e s  northst of $8a#-, 
 
troopers *om the U.S. 25th Inf~a&M'pisfan &s~cvv& a @aye 
 

cont,dnbg 18 enemy dead. 
 

In an ~ o t l o nW y ,  hMERfC/.f, bixtaian forces bve kilzsd 
4 

128 en- ne.w QuangN g - i  City. HeUcoptc gunsMp ind ma-
missions supported the ground e l M t .  th33q~kt.th.--* ?oritact 

Icantimes at last report. 

In the northern-most province of' CWlgTrl, 1st A i r  

vision soldiers disooverd a o o d 560~ 
of bannnmrtwrounds. Tho mn-har b.sn*Sag W tJrpe rouad 

EXHIBIT M-61 
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an? destroy 

3 h (2 n i l €  

I .Is the compa 

I engaged the 

I During 

I supported by 

6. O P ~ i T I O l  

',ilVN troeps 1 

a r t i l l e r y  fix 

action i n  the 

6 3 .  F%OVCOR? 

the Marine. co 

l 4 h  uwt?.r 

was reported. 

3-3-3 
No. 76-68 

The '.XKJ foilce aleo captured 1crav-served and 3 individual 

werrpons, 10,000 rounds of smll arms amunit ion,  13 anti-tank mines 

and 13 bnng.?lore torpedoes. 

'Ihero were no .F.XVN casualt ies during the  operation. 

(m EGCKGROUND) 

* * *  
4. N'iVFORV (GO CONG PROVINCE) - (DEL~YXDFZPOILT) - '. U.S. Navy 

SE .Lt e a  on Pn n=cs reconnr?.issance4 3  km (30 miles) south of  .Saigon 

Wfih.jc?.~,..; t , rh t  m.?,do cant,-.ct with spproldmately 70 onmy ?nd k i l l ed  

16 of them. 

The ; ~ ~ t r o l  	  The eneqy m$.e contact wjth the enemy a t  2200. 

force m s  i n  c.n .XXZ t h? t  contained s Sunkered campsite and .sever~.l 

b q r r a c l ~ s - k ~ ~ e  .s t r r~cturca  

'*hilosxck.?.n&ng ?Ire wi th  the  enany, the  pa t ro l  directed 

U.S . Navy helicopter p~nsh ipain to  tho enemy camp. The p t r o l  was 

extracted fron the 	  area 3t  0315 T h ~ r s h y  moraing. 
 

',!bile k i l l i ng  %he l j  enemy, 4 U.S . Navymen &re wounded. 
 

* * * 

I 
1 	 &?J7C.;'II!S3 (WAN0 NG:I5 .  OP~~LTION 	 P-OOYIEE) - Thus far, 128 enem 

' 	 h?ve be5n ki.llcd ir, :-n agSmgc!mentbetween elements of the .ZMEIiIC.',L 

Division's 11th fyight In f -n t ry  Rrigr.de 2nd an enemy force of unknown 

size. The ziction i s  t.:Hng p l ~ . c ei n  .m area 9 lan (6 miles) northeast 

of ~~g Ngai City. 
. . 

This morning 9.t 0750, r company from t h e  brignde m0.de contact 

with the  enemy force when the  company entered an are:! t ha t  had been 

subjected t o  w t i l l e r y  prepmatory f i res .  

Irm 

256 
 

http:Rrigr.de
http:cant,-.ct


Navy 

of S3igon 

~d k i l l e d  

!cted 

, r o l  was 

led. 

28 enemy 

.MERIC.IL 

lf unknown 

I northeast 

I contact 

had been 

T 

.'inother company from tho brig-do , 9180 involved irkt h e  search ~ 

44 -4  
No. 7648 

and destroy mission., was inserted i n t o  the  area a t  0910 .~pproxim?t,ely 

3 h (2 n i l e s )  east-northeast of  the  point of original  contact. 

.Is the  companies mved toward each other sweepling the  m e a ,  they 

engaged the  eneqr in sy.or;dic contn.cts throughout t.he day. 

During the  course of the  engagement, the  in2tr.trymen were 

supported by Army a r t i l l e r y  and helicopter  gunshiys. 

;it lsst repor t  the  cont,?.ct was continuing. 
C 

* * *  

5 l V N  troops received more than 230 ro-ds of nixed enemy mort?r nnd 

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  :resterd.y. Casualties as a-r e s u l t  of a l l  h o s t i l e  

act ion f n  t h e  operation were reported 38 l i g h t .  

*'* * 
63,  EiOVCORTSV (GuLNG 'IRI PROVINCE) - This mo-ming &out 0600 

the Marine. c0mb.t k s e  r.t Dong Ila received more than 15  rounds of 

U c h  nqrtr?r f i r e .  Casualties were l i g h t .  -No material  d m q e  

was reported. 

http:cont,?.ct




L
Z
 B

R
O

N
C

O
-June 

m
arked 

th
e halfw

ay 
point 

n
f th

e 1
1

th
 Inf. B

de.'s 
f

i
t

 y
ear in V

ietn
am

 

T
h

e past 
seven m

onths have 
seen 

th
e "Jungle 

\V
arriors" 

h
it th

e enem
y h

ard
 an
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 often, both 

in 
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ajor 
battalion-sized 

operations 
and 
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th
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slow
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stead
y
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n
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eeps 
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T
h

e 
soldiers 
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have 
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 1.500 of 

th
e enem

y, including 1
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o
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jet- 
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have 
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m
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th
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1.450 
individual rifles, 

pistols. 
carbines 

an
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achineguns. 
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and 
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achineguns. 

V
iet 

C
ong 
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e 

n
o

rth
 

to
 

S
a 

H
u

p
h

 in
 

th
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uscatine 

involved 
som

e 
of 

th
e 

larg
est 

encounters 
w

ith 
the 

"W
arriors" 

fledgling 
history. 

battalion 
nenr 

th
e 

village 
e

s
t

 of 
Q

u
m

g
 

N
gai, 

an
d

 

W
hen T

ask 
F

orce 
B

arker 
w

as 

enem
y killed 

in th
e six m

onths 
M

uscatine area. 

-early 
A

pril, 
th

e 
"O

ld 
G

uard" 
starred

 
a
g
a
in

 
d

u
rin

g
 

O
p

e
n

~
o

n
 Norfolk 

V
lcto

y
, 
a
n
­

co
v

erh
g

 a eachi of m
o

re th
an

 190 w
eapons a

n
d
 

1.000 pounds 
of 

ex
p

lo
siv

es--th
e larg

est 
S

ingle 
cache y

et captured by brigade f
o

r
e

 

This sam
e operation b

a
i th

e'so
ld

iers of 
th

e lst 
B

n., 
20th Inf. "S

ykes' 
Regulars" kill 27 V

iet Cong 
an

d
-cap

tu
m

 m
o

re 
th

an
 

125 
crew

-served 
and 

in­
dividual .w

eapons, as w
ell 

as 3.000 pounds of 
ex­

plosives. 

T
h

e b
attalio

n
 

later distinguished 
itself 

in 
th

e 
b

attle fo
r N

ui H
oac ridge. 

w
hen 

tw
o

 of 
its com

- 
panies 

w
ere 

assigned 
to

 
th

e 
196th Inf. 

B
de. 

in 
O

peration W
heeler/W

allow
a 

action n
ear T

am
 K

y. 

T
h
e
 "R

egulars" 
w

ere 
also in

stru
m

en
tal 

in 
th

e 
sinking of 

an 
enem

y 
traw

ler 
off 

th
e 

coast 
n

ear 
D

uc 
P

h
o

 last 
M

arch. 
w

hen 
th

ey
 

m
ad

e 
a 

forced 
night 

m
arch 

to
 th

e beach 
to

 trap
 th

e sh
ip

 as 
it 

w
as 

chased 
ashore 

by 
N

avy 
sw

iftb
o

ats an
d

 gun­
sh

ip
 helicopters of 

th
e 174th A

vn. C
o. 

T
h
e crew

 of 
th

e traw
ler w

as forced to
 scu

ttle 
its ship. 

destroying an estim
ated 

3.000 individual 
w

eapone. 
T

h
e 3rd 

B
n

, 
1

st Inf. 
h

as 
seen 

som
e 

of 
th

e 

h
ard

cst 
day-to-day 

fighting 
of 

an
y

 
brigade 

unit. 
locating 

and 
killing 

enem
y 

groups 
attem

p
tin

g
 

to
 

in
f~

ltrate th
e M

o D
uc-D

uc P
h

o
 area. 

T
h

e "A
lw

ays 
F

irst" 
played 

a 
m

ajo
r 

p
art 

in 
O

p
raito

n
 

C
h

atta­
h

o
w

h
ee S

w
am

p. 
w

hen 
25 enem

y 
w

ere killed 
an

d
 

l7 
w

eapons 
captured 

in 
the 

dense 
jungles 

south­
w

est of 
Q

uaflt N
gai. 

In
 A

pril, 
th

e 4
th

 B
n., 

2
lst Inf. 

U
G

im
let.n 

arrived Ln V
le

tn
m

 a
n
d
 have sh

o
e been opem

-
0
 

lng In th
e so

u
th

ern
 seeto

r of th
e b

rlg
d

d
r s

n
ra
 

of 
operations. 

T
o 

date. 
th

ey
 

h
av

e 
esp

tcu
ed CV 

anore ih
a

a
 100 to

n
s of 

enem
y u

rlt and rleh
 

In 
all 

operations. 
th

e 
brigade's 

in
fan

try
m

en
 

have 
been 

ab
le 

to
 

rely 
on 

quick, 
accu

rate 
an

d
 

d
ev

astatin
g

 fire by 
th

e 
"O

n 
T

im
e" 

6th 
B

n
. 

1
1

th
 

A
rty.. 

w
ith

 
its 105 rnm 

how
itzer b

atteries 
sp

read
 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

th
e 

brigade 
a
re

a
 

T
h

e 
u

n
it 

w
as 

especially 
effective d

u
rin

g
 th

e tw
o

 b
attles of 

M
y
 

L
ai, w

hen its fast-firing cannoneem
 blasted n

early
 

100 of 
th

e to
tal k

i
.
 

"S
harks" 

an
d

 "D
olphins" of 

th
e 174th A

m
 CO. 

a
t L
Z
 B

ronco, an
d

 th
e brigade's 

ow
n P

r
i

o
 A

via­
tion L

td
. have done yeom

en's w
ork th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t the 
cam

paigns, 
flying 

troops 
to

 com
bat, 

flying 
cover 

w
ith th

eir gunships, finding th
e en

em
y

 th
ro

u
g

h
 day 

an
d

 n
ig

h
t reconnaissance m

issions 
and picking up

.
th

e w
ounded fro

m
 th

e battlefield. 

b
n

 Ju
ly

 
1

, th
e 

"Jungle 
w

'm
io

rs" 
second 

an­
niversary, 

C
O

L
 O

ran
 K

. H
enderson. 

brigade corn­
m

ander. asked th
e m

en of his com
m

and 
to

 "m
eet 

th
e 

challenges 
of 

th
e 

fu
tu

re 
w

ith 
th

e 
brigade's 

trad
itio

n
al g

allan
try

, devotion 
an

d
 unselfishness." 



Soldier Searches For Enemy Weapons 

Task Force Barker Medic Treats Wounded As Chopper Is Called 
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MIRACLE $3ATKER REPO?.T.AFA E R I G A L  

Partly Clfiudy Wed­
9esdag with l i t t l e  change 
f qreae~n.  \iindds variable 
s t  5 knots per hour, High 
Wednesday 90, Lcw ii'ednes­

! day night 72. 
..-....---­

70:. 1 !.Jo,33L+ Tuesday 2larch 19, 1368 

i U L R J : C A L  DIVL'ISM 

CHU LAI ( ~ C & I O ) - F Q Y C ~ ~  of t : ? ~  
k .c l i ca l  5ivizlon repnrted 3.9 er?er;;y kill. 
ed end 12 ind i -~ idua l;:leapon=. cs7tured in 
a day %hc-t saii fit.;hr-ir.g t ? r2q# icm?~5 
cnu5hhen I Car-ps, i i rw~icci i  ..*'ULLCS s:if­' 

fcred three o l : !  kC:.Lec and 13 
wo~:ulert 2nd e-,rzc:iaLed f o r  fu ~ - t ? ~ e rmedi­
ca l  care,  

%ecy contacts i n  the  196ti: a r e a  of 
werat ion \heeler/t;iallc*;ra r e s ~ i l t e di n  11 
mew,.killeci by nits of !,he A%eric'al!s 
tlChargeP!t Brigade. 

A comgny c f  t h e  Lith !3atteii.;*l, 
31st Infantry co:mnded by CPI Larry R. 
Rrers ( ~ e slloinos, Xash) fcunc! gra-,r.;.a 
ccntainir!  four  NVA bodies xhi le  or. a 
search and destrpy ndssion. The grave.!: 

also contained t n c  Chicom hand grenadk:., 
one NVA gas msk and two AK-47 m g a z l ~ e s ,  
Another comFany of t he  ba t t a l i  on con-
winded by CPT Daniel R. Meilon a air-
banks, Alaska) spctted 21 VC ::wing 
north of t he  company's p w i t i o n .  krt,il­
l e v  was called in U l l i n g  th ree  VC, 

Menbers of a compnjr ~f t he  I s t  
3attaUoq,6th Infantry commandec! by 2PT 
k n  E. Prather (Lubbock, h ex) k i l l ed  one 
7C and captured 2,000 pounds of  r i c e  
4xich was evacuated t e  "Charger H i l l n .  
Another 6 th  Infantry compny led by CYT 
Robert D, '.Leinen, Sr, (Auburn, N.Y. ) 
found a complex ?f bunkers and trenches 
c;ntaining 718 rounds of carbine armmi- 
t;on,'.W rounds of 30 ca l iber  ammmi­
tiori, U ,NVA uniforms, twc VC flags, 
assorted web gear, medical supplies and 
hculplents, 

In-the cnly o t h e r  actions rf the  
day, :a .ccmlpany of the  2nd Battalion, 1st 
Infante, commnded by CPT Jose H. Feli­

ciaric ( % l t h c r e ,  M) lclU.ad two evading 
VC. ..cornpry of the  3 i ~Battagon,  
213% k f a n t r y  conminded by CR James, F. 
F k  ; y h r l c s  ( ~ s c i f i cGrc-vs,. calif) called 
.:;:.tiile;.:: on t w n  VC, ~5.1iirg,one. 

I n  r tt..cr b;keeier/tiallowa Operat i o n  
cctio~near Taci Ky elements. ~f meri­
~211: 1st S~uadron,1st Cavalry reparted 
l.-;lik!.nq seven 'JC. 

;:. t r o o p  of t he  1 s t  Cavalry. was re­
sponsible f o r  four of the  Viet Cong 
!kiLld 2 s  cavslrymen conducted a recon­
n a i ~. - a c e  f i s s ion  seven miles northwest 
3f Tern Ky. tlCtt Troap, 7th Squadron, 17th 
Csvalry f ly ing  i n  suppcrt of t he  troop 
;...-.r:o:-ift..r!Lhrce VC kills. 

I:cl......,. q - 7I(? \iarriorslt of kmericalls 
1 1 t h  Brigade k i l l e d  tcui VC, detained .U 
suspects and captured 13 weawns in ac t ­
ion  i n  t h e  Duc Pho and Operation :JIusce­
t,ine areas yesterday. 

Infantrymen of the 3rd .E&ttalion, 
1st h f  antry encountered an estimtec! 50 
VC i n  bunkers and tunnels l a t e  yester­
day. Two separate centat6s resulted in 
nine e n q  kil led,  t en  sue'pects detained 
and 11weawns captured. 

Action 13 xliles northwest of Duc ~ h o  
began l a t e  S M a y  for the company of t h e  
ttAlways Fi r s t t t  Bettalion cocmnded by 
CFT R ~ b e r t  Dickson ( ~ e c a t u r ,Ga.).. A s  
the unit moved tc, a nighb pwi t ion ,  they 
r t c  eived small arms a lid aut onratic wea­
pons f i r e .  The company returned f i r e  
!dL th negative m u l t e  . Yesterday morn­
ing thc company again received en-
f i r e  and detained five suspects i n  t h e  
5rcublcsome area ,  One of the  suspects 
t c l d  the campany t h a t  there'veke a large 
nwrlber of IrC i n  the  area a& f i v e  wea­
pnns ware hidden nearby. 
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cw Li 
f i L h t i n g  :.:as 
:;ester;ts;. as  
Viet Cong kJ11 
!:om c::~~.uI-L+ 
,.;ere. i c i l i e C  3 

f o r  Lre;:il!~nt 
*z.,;l-QpS a 

;ecf le ts  t h r c  
day .  Zleven 
flohn i f L  s ~ p p  
sultirig in f o  
mapons posit .  
Lers of Lrer~c 

Lncnl 3Ct 
2s ele~:e~:ts o, 
k i l l k c i  l'ive V( 
c.. . ! , c ra t icn  - -:;F.EI 

CAPS y ~ z t  e idq  
ed 288 Vietnai 

A a o , ; ~ a r . ~  
InI1",-ntry C G I T ~  

Zord ( ~ c r ~ u s  C 
CC who KbS C E T  

6r.d  SO!^ ci0c:i.i. 
:he t l G i n l t t s  11 

Fa i r.:;?cnt , ;;A:: 
>icS >ens pos i t1  

in ; inzrical  
a E l l e d  
ii;t om t i c  we5 p 
; ro l  c a l i c d  in 
knother k i l l .  
Vetted an  ene: 

X ~ p o n s i b i c  fo: 
in senera1 sup] 

L ~ e r i c a l t s  
''cordad f i v e  t 

i i h ~ d ~ r ~ i z l l o v ~  
k t r o o p  c 

3earch and d i  

-- 

&<iFxZC~LL :,.: SlqAIT " . Narch19, 196V 
2-I­. < - ,- - - - . . -,-,-.-. - -. - ------Vol .LIA--?l!+-.L-----.. 

f l L ~ ~ . ~ c c n i , (:I~,,:,cLs)DIVISI~K 
(i..'.:'i: FROM 1 CGLIRJTU' 2 

A f j r ce  col~rmededby Cpt Kich3el.. 
- r;r-::n!cs (CO?LUP.'~;.X c-.nf;a:id th?.:::: T?:: 

-,?cilJ.-ling one 2rLt-:ldstaiqi?g b,m. I'n;-et­
;.aapona--a K-!,& ;:]-id t w t )  IT-1 r!~f'>ss 
T-rLrc 21so cap-t~ra?. . T!le =:it eon.tz::;cd 
",c senrch thc  . zrea m:l ccrrs upx i  the  
',.-.-ksrn and twnc in .  Thc ensuing fyi-e­
fi&,t l s s t i d  over 31-bur .?nd ?,he :?$.>r­
r i o r s f l  p-~lshi-d closs enoug-hto t5row h2r.d 
gs2nados into thfi-lmcly psition:;.- Wksn 
con-,;;.ct broka eig'7t Lgsnly =re dsnrl, two 
h.zd bsen det,.~k,?cdrind f i v e  K-Li+s, two 
c?xbincz, 2:d n WR weye caytrxod. Onc? 

1.-­

othi ;r  suspect ,  ::-LR d s t 3 h e d  Psr qws ­
ti0r;b.g norkk G A i c  :'ho.. 


Onc evading IJC x2.s k i l l e d  i n  t h b  

naming f i v e  milus s o ~ t h e a s t  d b c  Phc 


,.,­
---&-----h,"!.aIC!& ~ ~ J I SSmxT--------­A 'EIC j..K Koster, Gomanding Gene ra  

27< P~,7.trickE. Dionne, I0 i 
,.;. , ,-;,;, * : . .2 , . . . Ghu Lai 3512 or 241tc" t 

j 'F':;:: I;!;::,-: s;?o;r:t i s  publis'pc-d' d;?.jQ .mdc.r 
i i;h, :;:2;,. pyi:; ion of i.hc 10, i rnc~ic , - lDiv- .I
I :ik.j0;-.I!; .>.r- . ! I <  horj.zec; kmjr Public.:kion. 1 

i I ; l i ,  ;,Jt;r;s Jic;t i s  sol-sly f o r  p o r s o r ~ ~ i l1
! i;i thci k i ~ r i c ~ l3 iv i s ion  . z ~ d hay riot be 1 

duplicatcd o r  relc?.sed tothi; news nedia. / 
,----------------------------------------­a
' r.. 'J . .J 

,,
I& < '-'.,3d/ , n o , ,  , 

1.::; a comp::ny of t h e  1st, B-.tt?lion,2Cth-.inf  ,antry. The I1Syke 1s Rog.d-?rs!f ~ u ~ i t ,  
7.zd by CFT Sario Ccravalho ( E w *  S e ~ c h ,  
3n:)also c?,ptvnedaI9.lt'ner P-38 p i s to l ,  

Four suspects >::re dctnined ir.. the 
S p r a t i o n  Muscctix area y ~ s t e r d a y .  A 
:-.;mpany from the  Itth Bcrttalion,?~? In-
f:?ntry found and evacunted 3,000 p o u ~ d s  
'?fr ice.  

A reconnaiasmce he l icopter  from 
:'?rim0 Aviation, &?itedtl , the brigada 1s 
-.viztion section, spotted m u n i t i o n  
c:msa d  other  ~ ~ m o u f l a g e d  f i e l d  e . q ~ p ­
i?ect ten miles northvest of Duc Pho. 
.iutomatic mapons f i r e  and grenadeswrc 
::sed t o  destroy the  uncmy cacho. 

One enemy so ld i e r  was ki l led ir; bm­
e r i c a l ' s  198th Brigads area  yenteMay 
during l i g h t  a d  scetteracl ac t iv i ty .  

The conunmd and cont ro l  ship of t he  
1st  B ? t t ? ~ i o ~ ,  spotted46th I n f ~ n t r y  
two VC seven miles west of Chu hi a d  
k i l l e d  one. 

Civ'ic act ion so ld iers  of t he  ltBrc?ve 
and BoldIt t rea ted  367' Eetnemese : during
trio. mea medic& v i s i t s  yesterday. 

AmericciL'8 14th A ~ a t i o n B t t a l i o n  
f i e w  1,338 sbrtius,cc?sried 1,413 combat 
troops and hauled 183 tons  .af cargo in 
support of the division yesterday. 

http:con-,;;.ct


Gtnera l  ; 
10 i 
l::tir i 
c -1 Div- . 
ic !tion. j 
en A LOYJI - 01 

i 'i C l c ) ~ l i j .Tharsda;: xo:'.r.­
i.,,~i; S e c o ~ h g  pi i . t iy

5 h 	P t 1 
 ~1ot.idyin Lhe ~ f r e r n c s z .n e  w s  
  I 

1
 ,!
 Winds s o a t k p a s ~ e r i yat 16 
kn~t,s pcr h?ur. High 

I 	 Thursday 90. Low Thurs­
! I day riignk 73. ' 

--- ---- - . . _ - - - I  
- - C I L - - - ­. - - .. 	 

1 ' .  .-.'VO;. 	 1 ;,;s. j? j  :.i&:;cz.dav r b L ~ : ,25, 1Yk.s 

Chi LA1 (ilp.EiICiJI-10) -- k i u l l  i;: n.,- -..c+, one VC a~id--?-the-. 	 .:;fr;!?; i;S 1&116i 
,: *nerics>J-re;;orf,edr:asf k h t i n g  'I'i'::cc?: I'C" '.'-.,_..,:. , ? t i 1  Sciuadron, l ,-i; C a v a l q ~ ~ s  

t;?: 1-, , ~ s h i p s  :.f1ie.cvestey&;. a.s d iv i s ion  uril;s 1.2;.c\:? 
 t h e  other  i o ~ rw h i k  
Viet Cons e l l e d  two i f i d i v i d ~ ~ s ,  ; > J C ~ ­

r.i>ns coptul-ed, Two i c ...,.. '-tlier~ 
,.;e ,-t-.k i l i e i  311d 1 9  wourided and evs:liat.ed 
fa'. 	 L r G +"~:.cnt.-1 A 

P>vc,oS a i r . c r a f t  drc)p;;ed 3.5 r.diiir,v.-.A 
 

l ea f l e t s  t;irougf-.out t h e  divisio11 ycsta.:r­
day. Zleven t a c t i c a l  a i r  s t r i .kes  idszt? 

flown i f ;  sapport of Anierical. fo:-cas :-c­
s u l t i r g  i n  f o u r  strcictures,  16 ai:~(:.-:.s+i.. 
Meeapons sos i5ions  des t rayed ano 4;2::e­
t;ers of -irerich cpexd-up. 

h e n y  n c t i v i t y  =apered c f f  y e s t e r c a y  
as e l e a z ~ l t sof Lner ica l t  s 196th 5~5~,;-.cj<.

i ' l y i n ~iri c l . 1 . 2 ~s u x o r t  of r;l-,e t rocp ,  
in;,:..:-.s~i~:ll~i 9 8 t h  Brigade area  of 

-,..,er;~ic.::rw. -. i: car-n;; of t h a  1st S'aatta­
"r 
 

'Lir~n, 52nc 2n l a r :~ r -y  se t  a has ty  ambush 
and k i l l t d  :;qa V:. ; b i l e  searching t h e  
area  t1it.y discovered o n  - 1  1 2nd 
5 c.hr2ya 	 1 ha?2 grenades. They a l s o  cn~"vur ­

- 7

.A :i 	 L ' ; . .~ ;L .~; l n o ~ tsf emmy m d i c a l  .supm...ii.,cs t c r E ? r  i n  t h e  d;y. 
353CAP t e a r s  of t .h i  "Brave and Bold" 

trcat8;d 233 Vlstnaamest y ~ s t o r d a y .  
i;:.c,r.ic:?l f s U t h  arigade so lC; r s  

:-;;col-d.u.! t:.ic C I I C L ~  i t i i led ,  31 Suspect:.; 
killsd f i v e  VC throughoat t h e i r  3ri.a .!'-. 
Oixraticn ;i+,euler/;iallo~:a. Ir.~;,.;c i LL- iJpcr.ztio;::. 

dc+rill,!' ritti srx. o x  wea 203 captured during 
y v:;t,e&oy. 

CAPS y<st t iday,  ~lCkiarger~~ t r r a t - An :'.Li-5a1~ L C O ~ J ~ ~ ~ S S ~ ~ C C  s ~ l d i e r s  	  hel icopt .er
Lixit-UFsimo Aviation ..ij-i..d­ed 283 Vietnanase, 	 cf t,hc: G t s 

A c0apr .g  of t!-:e ?d Battal io: : ,  21st. 
In i . - tn tq-  c o m n a e d  by C R .  Cec i l  ;i. Ox-
Zord ( C o r p s  C h r i s t i ,  Tex.) k l l l c d  on. 
\;C who ~ b 8czr:-ying an :-i-26 ha?; g r e n ~ a e  
6p,d so!x doc:;nents. Another compny of 
;he ltGinlt.tsll led by CPT Dermis A. 5mcl: 
.'Fair:aont , Zi.:xl.) d e s t  r o y d  an c ? : : t o ~ . i . i ~  
iiQepon5 posi t ior ,  and 30 meters or' trsr,c;b 

An h e r i c a l  Long Range R e c o n ~ i a i s s s i ~ ? ~  
Fa;a;rol k2l lkd one VC a f t e r  receiving 
; ~ t c m a t i c weapcns f i r e  and anothsr  ps­
:pol c a l i t d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  t o  account f o r  
m o t h e r  k i l l .  An observation s i r c r a f t  
zpctted an  enemy p o s i t i o n  and callkc! f o r  
a r t i l l c r y  which accounted f o r  one k i l l .  
"Cf l  Troo? 7 t h  Squadrcn, 17 th  Cavslry tias 
~ c s ~ o n s i b i s  one VC k i i l  w h i l e  fl;ifi&f o r  
i n  genera l  support of ground uni ts .  

h le r i ca l l s  1st L q ~ s d r o n ,  1 s t  Cavairy 
rccordsa f ive  enemy k i l l s  i n  dperst i .cn 
i l ; h t ; t ; l i r ~ a l l onear  Ttlm K;. y e s t c d a y .  

k t r o o p  of t h e  1st Cavalry on a 
search and des t ray  nissiorl  'i2 mile5 

1 , 	 i o t by Cbj-3 G i l  iionda ( E ~ n a ­
1.d.. 
 

U, Ha. ), 'kilitd a VC i n  tno  evening 
w h i l e  re tu rn ing  from a mission tw miles 
north of MG Due. The V i t . t  Cclngls i.5i 
carbine nlong w i t h  s e v e r a l  hand grenaads 
.ifid essorteci ~ s bg e a r  werz. c2ptured. 

?ti- "i'?irgle Warriors 1 If  o the r  kill 
o c c u r r ~ din t h c  morning when a 3 rd  B r l ­
p d e ,  1 s t  Infantry company engag~da VC 
13 ~ l i l i s  northwest of Duc Pho, Tha unit 
led by CFT Ronald Tunelson ( ~ e dBluff ,  
~ , n l ; f )  c o n t i n u d  t o  s t s r c h  t h e  area and 
dL,tr;int.d 1 C  suspects. S ix teen  a d d i t i o n a l  
zuspscts were a l s o  apprehended' by t h e  
"h1t:ays Fi rs t1!  Battalion, and f i v e  p u n j i  
;>its.were destroyed. 

Five mere susp,:ts were dcta incd by 
brigad; ~ l ~ n e n t si n  t h e  Duc Pho snd 
Opirbtion ? .hsczt ine  areas.  

Thi  14 tn  Aviation s t t a l i o n  :flew 
i,020 s o r t i i s ,  c a r r i e d  2,394 combnt 
troops ,?nd h a u l d  969 t o n s  of ca rgo  in 
sup;jort of t h e  Americsl Division yes?.t-:r­
day. 

http:dpersti.cn
http:helicopt.er
http:5~5~,;-.cj
http:evs:liat.ed
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Operation Muscatine rantact north­
ezst  of Q u g  Ngzi c i t y  an 16 'Marah 

d w l t  enemy h ~ a v yblow. Congratuktions 
 0 
to officsrs md n~en of ~ / 1 / 2 0  Inf ?.nd 

~ / 4 / 3Inf f o r  outst?.nding nction. 


L . - - - ~ . ' - . - , yr 

RESRBNT COURSS --. 
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1 7  January  1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

RE: 	 Task Force  Oregon/Americal D i v i s i o n ,  A r t i l l e r y  I n c i d e n t  
Repor ts  A p r i l  1967 - February  1968 

I n  t h e  course  o f  h i s  t e s t imony  on 1 6  January  1970,  Colonel  
Mason J .  Young, J r . ,  Div Arty Commander of  Task Force  Oregon 
and America1 D i v i s i o n  from A p r i l  1967 u n t i l  3 1  March 1968, 
produced a f i l e  f o l d e r  s a i d  t o  c o n t a i n  cop i e s  of  a l l  r e p o r t s  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  which he  r e c e i v e d  
b e f o r e  complet ing h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam. Examination o f  t h e  
f i l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t o t a l  o f  38 r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
were submi t ted  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d .  O f  t h i s  t o t a l ,  23 invo lved  
U .  S. c a s u a l t i e s ,  1 involved  a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a s s igned  
t o  a U.  S.  u n i t ,  1 involved  ARVN c a s u a l t i e s ,  10  invo lved  Vie t ­
namese c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  on ly ,  and 3 invo lved  on ly  p r o p e r t y  
damage ( 2  c i v i l i a n  a r e a s ,  one b a r r a c k s ) .  A l l  r e p o r t s  covered 
ground based a r t i l l e r y  except  f o r  one i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  r o c k e t  
f i r e  from a HU 1 a i r c r a f t .  

DATE 	 OF INCIDENT CASUALTIES/DAMAGE 

1. 25 Apr 67 	 "F r i end ly  a reas1 '  no c a s u a l t i e s  

2 .  30 Apr 67 	 4 U .  S .  pe r sonne l  wounded 

3 7 May 67 	 U.  S .  b a r r a c k s  - no c a s u a l t i e s  

4 .  	 27-28 Apr 67 1 " f r i e n d l y "  c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d ,  5 

wounded 


5 7 May 67 	 1 U .  S. k i l l e d ,  6 wounded 

6 .  27 May 67 	 5 U .  S .  wounded 

7 11 Jun 67 	 3 U .  S .  k i l l e d ,  2 1  wounded 

8.  3 Jun  67 	 no c a s u a l t i e s  

9 .  	 1 6  Jun  67 1 c i v i l i a n  wounded; v i l l a g e  n e a r  

Route 1 
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I 

I 
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1 c i v i l i a n  woman k i l l e d  

1 U. S .  wounded 

3 U .  S .  k i l l e d  when a i r c r a f t  h i t ;  2 
c i v i l i a n s  on ground k i l l e d  i n  c r a s h  

1 3  3 Sep 67  1 c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d  

1 4 .  1 7  Sep 67 	 1 U.  S .  k i l l e d ,  2 wounded 

15.  29 Sep 67 	 8 U .  S .  wounded 

1 6 .  3 Oct 67 	 1 c i v i l i a n  woman and 6 wa te r  b u f f a l o  

1 7 .  26 May 67 	 3 U .  S .  wounded 

18.  26 Oct 67 	 1 U. S. k i l l e d ,  one wounded 

1 9 .  8 Nov 67 	 4 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  1 4  'wounded 

20. 2 Nov 67 	 1 U .  S .  k i l l e d ,  3 wounded 

21. 1 7  Nov 67 	 2 U .  S .  k i l l e d ,  3 wounded 

22. 	 21  Nov 67 1 VN i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  U. S. I n f  Co 
wounded 

23. 1 6 ~ 0 ~ 6 7  	 1 U .  S .  k i l l e d ,  6 wounded 

2 4 .  	 6 Oct 67 HU 1 f i r i n g  r o c k e t s  - 1 c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d ,  
2 wounded 

25. 21  Nov 67 	 1 U .  S .  k i l l e d ,  6 wounded 

26. 8 Dec 67 	 2 U .  S. wounded 

27. 	 1 7  Dec 67 de s t royed  house and wounded 2 VN c i v i l i a n s  
(N.B., " f r i e n d l y  v i l l a g e " )  

28. 12 Dec 67 	 4 ARVN k i l l e d ,  9 wounded 

29. 23 Dec 67 	 2 U .  S.  wounded 

30. 	 19 Dec 67 2 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n s i d e  ARVN No F i r e '  
Zone 

31. 23 Dec 67 2 U .  S. wounded 

32 5 J a n  68 5 U .  S. wounded 



k i l l e d ,  

c i v i l i a n s  

I F i r e '  

33. 18 Jan  68 

34. 19 J a n  68 

35 5 Feb 68 

36. 9 Feb 68 

37. 1 4  Feb 6.8 

38. 1 8 F e b 6 8  

1 U. S. k i l l e d ,  1 wounded 

3 U. S. k i l l e d ,  6 wounded 

5 U .  S. wounded 

2 U.  S. wounded 

3 U. S. wounded 

3 U .  S .  wounded 



CORDS, I C o r p s ,  PSA C o n f e r e n c e ,  2 3  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8  

NOTES 

1. L t .  G e n e r a l  Cushman, C G ,  I11 MAF 

G e n e r a l  Cushman c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h o s e  p r e s e h t  a n d  s a i d  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  d i d  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  j o b  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  
He r e p o r t e d  good news f r o m  Hue, s a y i n g  t h e  M a r i n e s  had 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  p o r t i o n  o f  r e t a k i n g  t h e  c i t y .  He n o t e t  
however ,  t h a t  t h e  enemy may b e  p l a n n i n g  a n o t h e r  o f f e n s i v : :  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  T e t  a t t a c k s .  The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e  f o r  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  e f f o r t  now s h o u l d  b e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
t e l l i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  ARVN a n d  FWMAF s c o r e d  a b i g  v i c t o r y .  
The c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  mus t  b e  r e s t o r e d  a n d  t h e y  must  
be c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  
g i v i n g  up o r  o f  n e g o t i a t i n g .  The s e c o n d  p r i o r i t y  s h o u l d  b e  
on r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  newly  g e n e r ­
a t e d  r e f u g e e s  a n d  r e s t o r i n g  c i v i l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  a n d  l o w e r  l e v e l s .  The r e f u g e e s  s h o u l d  b e  f e d  t o  
show t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n c e r n  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  c a r e  f o r  them. 

G e n e r a l  Cushman s t a t e d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  
c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  t h a t  more US t r o o p s  a r e  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
I C o r p s .  We w a n t  a n  o f f e n s i v e  s p i r i t ,  h e  n o t e d .  ARVN mus t  
g e t  t h e  R D  s u p p o r t  b a t t a l i o n s  o u t  a g a i n  a n d  e n e r g i z e  t h e  
D I O C C ,  w h i c h  c a n  l e a d  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  s e i z e  t h e  many V C  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  who s u r f a c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  
It w i l l  t a k e  a n o t h e r  f o u r  d a y s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
work t o  r e p a i r  t h e  b r o k e n  b r i d g e s  i n  t h e  Phu Loc a r e a  i n  o r d e r  
t o  b e g i n  t o  r e o p e n  Highway One f r o m  Danang t o  Hue. Khe 
Sonh i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p l y ,  r e c e i v i n g  i n c o m i n g  r o u n d s ,  and  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a f e w  g r o u n d  p r o b e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  r e c e i v i n g  h e a v y  
a i r  s u p p o r t .  T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  two NVA D i v i s i o n s  a r o u n d  Khe 
Sanh a n d  f o u r  t o  f i v e  enemy r e g i m e n t s  n e a r  Quang T r i  C i t y .  
He n o t e d  t h a t  f e w  CAP'S w e r e  a t t a c k e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  enemy went  
f o r  b i g g e r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  c i t i e s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  was b y p a s s e d  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r p r i s e  
t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c a p i t a l s .  I n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  Cushman n o t e d  t h a t  h e  knew o f  no 
d e f e c t i o n s  o f  ARVN o r  o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  u n i t s  o r  o f f i c e r s  
anywhere  i n  V i e t n a m .  
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The s i t u a t i o n  i s  m a n a g e a b l e .  T h e r e  i s  some f o r w a r d  
m o t i o n  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  more .  O f f i c i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a s ­
s u r e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  US Government .  P u b l i c  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  i n  i t s  u s u a l  low s t a t e .  The P r o v i n c e  
C h i e f  was o b v i o u s l y  s h a k e n  by t h e  T e t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i s  now 
more a m e n a b l e  t o  a d v i c e .  He l e d  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  
i n a d e q u a t e  US r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t a c k .  The c u r f e w  i s  f r o m  
1 9 0 0  t o  0700 .  The c o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  now b e i n g  r e l e a s e d ,  
f o l l o w i n g  c o n v i n c i n g  t h e  P r o v i n c e  C h i e f  t h a t  t h i s  was i n d e e d  
t h e  emergency  f o r  w h i c h  h e  w a s  s a v i n g  t h e  s u p p l i e s .  P r i m a r y  
s c h o o l s  r e o p e n e d .  The t h r e e  Bns .  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  RD s u p p o r t  
a r e  s t i l l  u n d e r  d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l  a n d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  r e m a i n  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  
c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  C o l .  Toan i s  p e r f o r m i n g  w e l l  a s  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  Commander. Betwteen 250 and  300 RDPG a r e  a rmed .  
B e c a u s e  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  h a s  s h i f t e d  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  
n o r t h w a r d ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a s h o r t a g e  o f  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  i n  
t h e  p r o v i n c e .  The  C A P ' S  a r e  d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l .  The o l d  
p r o b l e m  o f  RFIPF a l l o c a t i o n  s h o r t a g e s  c o n t i n u e s .  

The V C  s t i l l  h o l d  m a j o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i n  Nghia  Hanh D i s t r i c t .  T h e r e  i s  less  s e c u r i t y  i n  
t h e  h a m l e t s  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  a n d  t h e  V C  a r e  t h e r e  a n d  r e c r u i t -  
i n g .  T w e n t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  40 i n - p r o v i n c e  R D  t e a m s  a r e  i n  t h e i r  
a s s i g n m e n t s ,  t h o u g h  a s  many a s  20 o u t  of  t h e  25 may n o t  b e  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e i r  h a m l e t s  a t  n i g h t .  F i v e  teams a r e  u s e d  t o  

,work w i t h  r e f u g e e s  a n d  f i v e  a r e  u s e d  t o  d e f e n d  p r o v i n c i a l  
R D  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The r e m a i n d e r  a r e  employed i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  
o f  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Of t h e  25 i n  t h e i r  RD h a m l e t s ,  
1 3  a r e  i n  1 9 6 8  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  1 2  i n  1 9 6 7 ,  i . e . ,  t h e  same 
d i s p o s i t i o n  a s  b e f o r e  T e t .  The PSA i s  p u s h i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
t o  move t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  j a i l  t o  Ly Son I s l a n d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r e c u r r i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  a t t a c k s  t h a t  f r e e  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  
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1. TC 355. The undersigLledassunes c o ~ n d .  

organization: America1 D iv is ion APO San Francisco 96374 
~ ~ t h o r i t y :Paragraph 15a, All 600-20 

Acting ~oma'nder ­

IISTRIBCTION: 
A Plus 
15-HQ, USAElV 
5-mUS1lAcV 
5-CG, 111 MAP 
 
7-CINCUSARPAC 
 
2-CU?CliSWAC, 1.TTN: Historian File 
 

30-AWF-AGA 
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APO Sen Pranc4sco 96374 

GENERAL ORDERS 
MlMbEB 2401 

1. TC 355. The undersigned assumes coormend. 

Organieation': America 1 Dtvie ion APO San Francisco 96374 
Authority: Paragraph lZb, AR 600-20 

..*+). - ,&=--­
. ?,' 

" 	 S.  W. KO6TER 
Major General, USA 
Conmnding 

bmxBuTIO#: 
A-Plus 
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2 - C L ; i ~ ~ A C ,  Historian File
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AT0  San Francisco 96374 
 

3 June 1968 

1. TC 355. The undersigned assumes command. 

~gmizotion: America1 Division APO Sen Francfsco 96374 
~ ~ t h o r i t y :Paragraph 12b, AR 600- 20­

DISTRIBUTION: 
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR WITNESSES APPEARING BEFORE INTERVIEW TEAM .C 

The Peers  Inqu i ry  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of 

the  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  f o r  t h e  purpose of determining 

f a c t s  and making recarnoendations concerning t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n -  

c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t l o n ,  General 

Peers  determined t h a t  i t  was necessary  t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  

i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  

during t h e  pe r iod  16--18 March 1968. He t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  

board, r e f e r r e d  t o  as In te rv iew Team C, t o  ques t ion  personnel  of 

B Co, 4/3d and prepare  a complete d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  operat ion.  

You may expect  GEN Peers  and o t h e r  members of h i s  board t o  j o i n  

t h i s  group and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  interview.  

Your test imony w i l l  be taken under oath.  A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  

w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  r eco rd ing  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

verbatim n o t e s  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  

CONFIDENTIAL, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony, o r  p a r t s  of it, may 

l a t e r  becane a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h i s  i n t e rv i ew t h e  board w i l l  fo l low a chronologica l  

sequence of quest ioning.  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be 

concerned wi th  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  RVN. 

Ihe second s e r i e s  w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

canbat  a s s a u l t  and t h e  t h i r d  s e r i e s  w i l l  concern tk ope ra t ions  

on 16, 17 and 18 March 1968, i n  t h a t  order .  The f i n a l  quest icn s 

w i l l  concern p r i o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  'Igsk Force 

opera t ion  on 16 March. E H I B I T  M-81 
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Gentlemen 

I t  w 
" P i n k v i l l  
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M r .  Ron R idenhour  
f 1416 E a s t  Thomas Road 1104 

P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a  

March 29 ,  1969  

Gent lemen:  

It was l a t e  i n  A p r i l ,  1968  t h a t  I f i r s t  h e a r d  of  
" P i n k v i l l e "  and  what  a l l e g e d l y  happened t h e r e .  I r e c e i v e d  
t h a t  f i r s t  r e p o r t  w i t h  some s k e p t i c i s m ,  b u t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
months I was t o  h e a r  s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  f rom s u c h  a w ide  v a r i e t y  
of p e o p l e  t h a t  i t  became i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  d i s b e - l i e v e  t h a t  
some th ing  r a t h e r  d a r k  and  b l o o d y  d i d  i n  e e d  o c c u r  sometRme 
i n  March, 1 9 6 8  i n  a v i l l a g e  ' c a l l e d  "Pin  v i l l e "  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  
of V i e t  Nam. . 

The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  my h a v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t s  I ' m  a b o u t  t o  r e l a t e  n e e d  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I was. i n d u c t e d  
i n  March, 1967  i n t o  t h e  U. S.  Army. A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  v a r i o u s  
t r a i n i n g  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  7 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  Detachment  (LRP), , 

l l t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  a t  S c h o f i e l d  B a r r a c k s ,  Hawa i i ,  
i n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  1967.  Tha t  u n i t ,  t h e  7 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  Detach-  
ment (LRP), was d i s b a n d e d  a week b e f o r e  t h e  l l t h  ~ r i g a d e  
s h i p p e d  o u t  f o r  V i e t  Nam on t h e  5 t h  o f  Decembex, 1967 .  A l l  
of  t h e  men f rom whom I l a t e r  h e a r d  r e p o r t +  o f .  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  
i n c i d e n t  were r e a s s i g n e d  t o  "C" Company, &s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h  ' 

I n f a n t r y ,  l l t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e .  I was r e a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  of H e a d q u a r t e r s  H e a d q u a r t e r s  Company l l t h  
L I B .  A f t e r  we had  b e e n  i n  V i e t  Nam f o r  3 t o  4 months  many of 
t h e  men f rom t h e  7 0 t h  I n f .  Det .  (LRP) began  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  
t h e  same u n i t ,  "E" Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  (LRP). 

I n  l a t e  A p r i l ,  1968  I was a w a i t i n g  o r d e r s  f o r  a t r a n s ­
f e r  f rom HHC; l l t h  B r i g a d e  t o  Company " E , "  5 1 s t  I n f .  (LRP), 
when I happened  t o  r u n  i n t o  P f c  "Butch" G r u v e r ,  whom I had 
known i n  Hawai i .  Gruve r  t o l d  m e  h e  had b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  "C"  
Company 1st o f  t h e  2 0 t h  u n t i l  A p r i l  1s t  when h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  u n i t  t h a t  I was headed  f o r .  Dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  con­
v e r s a t i o n  h e  t o l d  m e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  many r e p o r t s  I was t o  h e a r  
o f  " P i n k v i l l e . "  
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I f  T e l  
n o t  o n l y  h r  
a l l  t h e  i n k  
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s t a t e d  t h a t  
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spoke t o  cc  

" C h a r l i e u  Company 1 / 2 0  had  been  a s s i g n e d  t o  Task F o r c e  
B a r k e r  i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 8  t o  h e l p  c o n d u c t  " s e a r c h  and  
d e s t r o y "  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  Batangan  P e n i n s u l a ,  B a r k e r ' s  
a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  The t a s k  f o r c e  was o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  
L. F. D o t t i e ,  l o c a t e d  f i v e  o r  s i x  mi les  n o r t h  o f  Quang Nhai  
c i t y  on V i e t  Names. N a t i o n a l  Highway 1. G r u v e r  s a i d  t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company had  s u s t a i n e d  c a s u a l t i e s ;  p r i m a r i l y  from 
mines  and  booby t r a p s ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y d a y  f rom t h e  f i r s t  day 
t h e y  a r r i v e d  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  One v i l l a g e  a r e a  was p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  and  seemed t o  b e  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  booby 
t r a p s  and enemy s o l d i e r s .  I t  was l o c a t e d  a b o u t  s i x  miles  
n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang Nhai  c i t y  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e  c o o r d i n a t e s  
B.S. 728795. I t  was a n o t o r i o u s  a r e a  and t h e  men of  Task  
F o r c e  B a r k e r  had  a s p e c i a l  name f o r  i t :  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  
" P i n k v i l l e . "  One morning i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  arch, 
Task  F o r c e  B a r k e r  moved o u t  f rom i t s  f i r e b a s e  headed  f o r  
" P i n k v i l l e .  'I, I t s  m i s s i o n :  d e s t r o y  t h e  t r o u b l e  s p o t  and  
a l l  o f  i t s ' i n h a b i t a n t s .  

Vken "Butch" t o l d  m e  t h i s  I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
what  he v a e  t e l l i n g  m e  was t r u e ,  b u t  he a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  i t  
was. and  went  on t o  d e s c r i b e  what  had  happened .  The o t h e r  
two companiee t h a t  made up t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  co rdoned  o f f  ­
the v i l l a g e  go t h a t  " C h a r l i e "  Company c o u l d  move t h r o u g h  
t o  d e s t r o y  the s t r u c t u r e s  and k i l l  the f n h a b i t a n t s .  Any 
v i l l a g e r s  who r a n  from C h a r l i e  Company were  s t o p p e d  by t h e  
e n c f r c l i n g  companies. L aeked  "Butch" s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i f  
a l l  t b  p e o p l e  were k i l l e d .  H e  s a l d  t h 4 t  he thought  t h e y  
were, men, women and  c h i l d r e n .  He r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  a s m a l l  
boy ,  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d ,  s t a n d i n g  by t h e  t r a i l  
v i t h  a g u n a h o t  wound i n  one  arm. The boy was c l u t c h i n g  
h i s  wounded arm w i t h  h i s  o t h e r  hand ,  w h i l e  b l o o d  t r i c k l e d  
be tween  h i s , f i n g e r e .  H e  w a s  s t a r i n g  a round  h i m s e l f  i n  
a h o c k  and d i e b a l i e f  a t  what h e  saw. "He j u s t  s t o o d  t h e r e  
v i t h  b i g  e y e s  s t a r i n g  a round  l i k e  h e  d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d ;  
he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  what  w a s  happen ing .  Then the  c a p t a i n ' s  
RTO C r a d i o  o p e r a t o r )  p u t  a b u r s t  o f  16  (M-16 r i f l e )  f i r e  
i n t o  him." I t  was s o  b a d ,  Gruve r  s a i d ,  t h a t  one of  t h e  
men i n  h i s  squad  s h o t  h i m a e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  
medivac-ed o u t  o f  the a r e a  s o  t h a t  he would n o t  have  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  l n  t h e  s l a u g h t e r .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o t  s e e n  i t , ,  
G r u v e r  had  been  t o l d  by p e o p l e  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t r u s t w o r t h y  
t h a t  o n e  o f  the company's o f f i c e r s ,  2nd L i e u t e n a n t  K a l l y  
c t h i s  s p e l l i n g  may b e  i n c o r r e c t )  had  rounded  up s e v e r a l  
g r o u p s  of  v i l l a g e r a  (each. g roup  c o n s i s t t n g  o f  a  minimum of  
2 0  p e r s o n s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  and  a l l  a g e s ) .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  
a t o r p ,  K a l l y  t h a n  machtne-gunned e a c h  g r o u p .  G r u v e r  ' 

e e t i m a t e d  that  t b  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  the v t l l a g e  had  been  300 
t o  400 p e o p l e  and  t h a t  v e r y  few,  if any ,  s ecapQd .  



a s k  F o r c e  
r c h  a n d  
k e r ' s  
u t  o f  
uang Nhai 
i d  t h a t  
y f rom 
r s t  d a y  
a s  p a r t i -  
booby  

K m i l e s  
n a t e s  
~ f  T a s k  
a i t  
r c h ,  
zd f o r  
~t a n d  

sve  t h a t  
t h a t  i t  

r o t h e r  
o f f  - 

i r o u g h  
, Any 
1 by  t h e  
5s i f  
~t t h e y  
a s m a l l  

5 t r a i l  
:h ing 
r i c k l e d  
E i n  
1 t h e r e  
: and ;  
: a i n t e  
I f i r e  
I t h e  
t o  b e  

re t o  
s e e n  i t ,  

r o r t h y  
K a l l y  

reral  
rimum o f  
t o  t h e  

1 r 
!en 300 

A f t e r  h e a r i . n g  t h i s  a c c o u n t  I c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  a c c e p t  i t .  
Somehow I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i . e v e  t h . a t  n o t  o n l y  h a d  s o  many 
young Amer ican  men p a r t i c f . p a t e d  i n  s u c h  a n  a c t  o f  b a r b a r i s m ,  
b u t  t h . a t  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  h a d  o r d e r e d  i t .  T h e r e  were o t h e r  
men i n  t h e  u n i t  I was  s o o n  t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o ,  "El1 Company, 
5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  CLRP), who h a d  b e e n  i . n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  G r u v e r  a l l e g e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  " P i n k v i l l e "  h a d  
o c c u r r e d .  I became d e t e r m i n e d  t o  a s k  th.em a b o u t  " P i n k v i l l e "  
s o  t h a t  I m i g h t  compare  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  P f c  G r u v e r ' s .  

When I a r r i v e d  a t  "Echo" Company, 5 1 s t 5 1 n f a n t r y  (LRP) 
t h e  f i r s t  men L l o o k e d  f o r  w e r e  P f c t s  M i c h a e l  T e r r y  a n d  
W i l l i a m  D o h e r t y .  Bo th  w e r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  " C h a r l i e "  Comp:3ny, 
1 / 2 0  a n d  " P i n k v i l l e . "  I n s t e a d  o f  c a n t r a d i c t f n g  " B u t c h i  
G r u v e r ' s  s t o r y  t h e y  c o r r o b o r a t e d  i t ,  a P d i n g  some t a s t y  ;.d­
b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own. T e r r y  a n d  D o h e r t y  h a d  
been i n  t h e  s a m e  s q u a d  a n d  t h e i r  p l a t o o n  was t h e  t h i r d  
p l a t o o n  o f  "C" Company t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Most 
of t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  came t o  were a l r e a d y  d e a d .  T h o s e  t h a t  
w e r e n ' t  were s o u g h t  o u t  a n d  s h o t .  The p l a t o o n  l e f t  n o t h i n g  
a l i v e ,  n e i t h e r  l i v e s t o c k  n o r  p e o p l e .  Around noon t h e  two 
s o l d i e ' r s '  s q u a d  s t o p p e d  t o  e a t .  " B i l l y  a n d  I s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  o u t  o u r  chow," T e r r y  s a i d ,  " b u t  c l o s e  t o  u s  was a 
bunch. o f  V i e t n a m e s e  i n  a  h e a p ,  a n d  some o f  them w e r e  moan- 
i n g .  K a l l y  (2nd L t .  K a l l y )  h a d  b e e n  t h r o u g h  b e f o r e  u s  a n d  
a l l  o f  them h a d  b e e n  s h o t ,  b u t  many w e r e n ' t  d e a d .  I t  was 
o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  any  m e d i c a l  a t t e n ­
t i o n  s o  B i l l y  a n d  I g o t  up a n d  went  o v e s  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  
were .  1 g u e s s  we s o r t  o f  f i n i s h e d  them o f f  . I 1  T e r r y  
went  on t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  a n d  D o h e r t y  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  w h e r e  
t h e i r  p a c k s  w e r e  a n d  a t e  l u n c h .  H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  b e  200 t o  300 peopl 'e .  D o h e r t y  t h o u g h t t h a t .  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  " P i n k v i l l e l '  h a d  b e e n  400 p e o p l e .  

I f  T e r r y ,  D o h e r t y  a n d  G r u v e r  c o u l d  b e  b e l i e v e d ,  t h e n  
n o t  o n l y  h-ad " C h a r l i e "  Company r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  s l a u g h t e r  
a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h o s e  o r d e r s  h a d  
come f rom t h e  c o m m a n d h g  o f f i c e r  o f  T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r ,  o r  
p o s s i b l y  e v e n  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  command. P f c  T e r r y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  wh.en C a p t a t n  Medina  ( C h a r l i e  Company's commanding 
o f f i c e r  C q p t a i n  E r n e s t  M e d b a ]  i s s u e d  t h e  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  " P i n k v i l l e "  he h a d  b e e n  h e s i t a n t ,  a s  i f  i t  
uere  s o m e t h i n g  h e  d i d n t t  w a n t  t o  do  b u t  h a d  t o .  O t h e r s  I 
s p o k e  t o  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  T e r r y  o n  t h f s .  
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It was June  b e f o r e  I spoke t o  anyone who had some­
t h i n g  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  add t o  what I had a l r e a d y  been t o l d  
o f  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  i n c i d e n t .  It was t h e  end of  J u n e ,  1968 
when I r a n  i n t o  S a r g e n t  Lar ry  La Cro ix  a t  t h e  US0 i n  Chu Lai .  
La Cro ix  had been i n  2nd L t .  K a l l y ' s  $ l a t o o n  on t h e  day 
Task Force  Barker  swept  th rough  " P i n k v i l l e . "  What h e  t o l d  
m e  v e r i f i e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  of  t h e  o t h e r s ,  b u t  he a l s o  had  some­
t h i n g  new t o  add. H e  had  been a  w i t n e s s  t o  K a l l y ' s  gunning 
down of  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  groups of  v i l l a g e r s .  "It was 
t e r r i b l e .  They were s l a u g h t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  l i k e  s o  
many shsep . "  ally's men were d r a g g i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  bunkers  
and h o o t c h e s  and p u t t i n g  them t o g e t h e r  i n  a group.  The 
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  group were men, women and c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  a g e s .  
A s  soon a s  h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  group was b,ig enough, K a l l y  
o r d e r e d  an M-60 (machine-gun) s e t  up and t h e  p e o p l e  k i l l e d .  
La Croix  sa id ,  t h a t  h e  b o r e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  a t  l e a s t  
t h r e e  t i m e s .  The t h r e e  groups  were of  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s ,  one 
of  abou t  twenty  p e o p l e ,  one of  abou t  t h i r t y  p e o p l e ,  and one of  
abou t  f o r t y  peop le .  When t h e  f i r s t  group was p u t  t o g e t h e r  
K a l l y  o r d e r e d  P f c  T o r r e s  t o  man t h e  machine-gun and open 
f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  had been grouped t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  
T o r r e s  d i d ,  b u t  b e f o r e  everyone i n  t h e  group was down h e  ceased  
f i r e  and r e f u s e d  t o  f i r e  a g a i n .  A f t e r  o r d e r i n g  T o r r e s  t o  
recommence f i r i n g  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  L i e u t e n a n t  K a l l y  t o o k  o v e r  
t h e  M-60 and f i n i s h e d  e h o o t i n g  t h e  remain ing  v i l l a g e r s . i n  t h a t  
f i r s t  group h i m s e l f .  S a r g e n t  La C r o i x  t o a d  me t h a t  K a l l y  d i d n ' t  
b o t h e x  t o  o r d e r  anyone t o  t a k e  t h e  machiqe-gun when t h e  o t h e r  
two g roups  of v i l l a g e r s  were  formed. H e  s imply  manned i t  him­
s e l f  and s h o t  'down a l l  v i l l a g e r s  i n  b o t h  groups .  

T h i s  a c c a u n t  o f  S a r g e n t  La ~ r o ' i x ' s  conf i rmed t h e  rumors 
t h a t .  Gruver ,  T e r r y  and Doherty had p r e v i o u s l y  t o l d  m e  abou t  
L i e u t e n a n t  Ka l ly .  It a l s o  convinced m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  amaunt o f  t r u t h  t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  men had t o l d .  I f  I needed more c o n v i n c i n g ,  I was t o  
r e c e i v e  i t .  

It. was i n  t h e  middle  of  ~ovembe; ,  1968 j u s t  a few 
weeks bef .ore  I was t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  f o r  sepa-  
r a t i o n  from t h e  army t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  P f c  Michael  B e r n h a r d t .  
Bernhard t  had s e r v e d . h i s  e n t i r e  y e a r  i n  V i e t  Nam i n  " c h a r l i e "  
Company 1 / 2 0  'and h e  t o o  was abou t  t o  go home. "Bernie" 
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  t a l e s  t o l d  by t h e  o t h e r  men I had t a l k e d  
t o  i n  v i v i d ,  b loody  d e t a i l  and added th ie ' r  " ~ e r n i e "  had 
a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  r a s e a c r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
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of " P i n k v i l l e "  t h a t  morning and he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  was 
r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  company had n o t  
made a n  i s s u e  of i t .  But t h a t  evening "Medina (Cap ta in  
E r n e s t  Medina) came up t o  me ( " ~ e r n i e " )  and t o l d  m e  n o t  
t o  do a n y t h i n g  s t u p i d  l i k e  w r i t e  my congressman" a b o u t  what 
had happened t h a t  day. Bernhard t  a s s u r e d  C a p t a i n  Medina 
t h a t  he had no a u c h t h i n g  i n  mind. He bad n i n e  months l e f t  
i n  V i e t  Nam and f e l t .  t h a t  i t  was dangeGous enough j u s t  
f i g h t i n g  the acknowledged enemy. 

E x a c t l y  what d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  o c c u r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of "Pink­
v i l l e "  i n  March, 1968 I do n o t  know f o r  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I am 
convinced t h a t  i t  was something v e r y  b l a c k  i n d e e d .  I remain 
i r r e v o c a b l y  pe r suaded  t h a t  i f  you and I do t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  of  j u s t i c e  and ' the  e q u a l i t y  o f  e v e r y  man, 
however humble, b e f o r e  t h e  law,  t h a t  fbrm t h e  v e r y  backbone 
t h a t  t h i s  c o y n t r y  i s  founded on,  t h e n  we must p r e s s  fo rward  
a  widespread  and p u b l i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  8 

a l l  o u r  combined e f f o r t s .  . I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was Winston 
Churchh i l l  who, once ' s a id  "A c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  c o n s c i e n c e  
i s  a c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a s o u l ,  and a c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a s o u l  
is a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  canno t  s u r v i v e . "  I f e e l  t h a t  I must t a k e  
some p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  on t h t s  m a t t e r .  I hope t h a t  you w i l l  
l a u n c h  an i n v e s t i g a t r o n  tmmedta te ly  and keep m e  informed 
of your  p r o g r e s s .  , I f  you c a n n o t ,  t h e n  I don ' t  know 
what o t h e r  c o u r e e  o f  a c t i o n  t o  t a k e .  

I have c o n s i d e r e d  s e n d i n g  t h i s  t o  -n&wspapers ,  maga- 
.z i n e s ,  and b r o a d c a s t i n g  companies,  b u t  f somehow f e e l  

t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a c t i o n  by t h e  Congres-s o f .  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  i s  the a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e d u r e ,  and a s  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
c i t i z e n  I have  no  d e s i r e  t o  f u r t h e c  besmirch  t h e  image of 
t h e  American serviceman! i n  t h e  e y e s  of  t h e  wor ld .  I f e e l  
that this a c t i o n ,  u U l s  p r o b a b l y  i t  would promote a t t e n t i o n ,  
vou ld  n o t  b r i n g  a b o u t  the c o n e t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  
a c t i o n s  o f . t b  C o ~ g r e r o  of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e e  would. 

S t n c e r e l y ,  

/a/ Ron Bidenhour 
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Ro'nald L a  R l d c n h o u r  
C i a r c a o n t  Men's Collego 

'C l a r cnon t , .  C a l l  f o r n l o  
January 1.9, 1970 

i h c  Honorable Eugono J.  t iccarthy 
U , S .  S c n a t o  
Washlngton,  D a C a  

A S  you  rn lg t l t  guess,  I have been fo l16</ lns  t h e  d ~ v c l o p . n ~ e n t s  
o f  t h o  .My La1 casc  w l t h  l n t c r c s t ,  The re  I s  one a r e a  o f  t h c  
I n v c s t l g a t I o n  t h a t  I..,!l n d  d e e p l y  d1s tu r . b l ng :  the,  f a 1  l u r e  
dF t h c  Arnly t o  b r i n g  cha rgcs  a g s l n s t . . a n y  o f  t h e  o f f l c c r s  o f  
Task ~ o r q ' & -B a r k c r  o t h e r  thari.::L 1cu. tcnant  Cal  l e y ,  and  es-pcc- 
l o l l y  t'hc Army's f a f l u r e  t o  b r i n g  charges  a g a i n s t  t h e  , . 
comporiy comrnandcr o f  C a p t a l n  ~ r n c s"Char1 I c  ~ o n ~ ~ a n ~ " ,  t - t lcd lh .? ,  
A f t e r  .cornpar lng C a p t a l n  t l c d l n a ' s  p u ' b l l c  s t a t c n l c n t s  conc'e.rn,l'l;rg 
. tha" " Inc ldcn t  MIt h  my combat e x p e r i e n c e  I n  V le tnam,  my,- p e r -  
s o n a l  .knowledge o f  Anicr ican.  combat o p e r a t  I o n s  t h e r e ,  a n d ,  
,my p r l v s t e  c o n v c r s a t l o n s  abou t  t h e  I n c f d c n t ' w t t h  mcmbcrs 
o f  l1Chor 1  I c  Company", I f l n d  many f l a g  r a n t  Incons  I s  tcnc ' fes  
I n  h l s . s t o r y ,  So many, I n  f a c t , ' t h a t  even I n  my m o s t . b c n c -  
f l c c n t  moments, I canno t  h e l p  d o u b t i n g  b o t l i ' h l s  l n t c g r l t y  , 

and. h l s  . I nnoccnce .  T h o s e s a m e  l n c o n s i s t c n c l e s  c a s t  grave. 
doub t  on the .  l nnoccncc  I n  th1,s a f f a l  r o f  C o l o n e l  Franlc A ,  
B s r k c r ,  c o n i n ~ a n d l n g . o f f l c e r  o f  Task Fo rce  Oarkc r .  

( I ) .  C a p t a l n  I , lddlna n l a l n ta lmcd  t h a t  h I s  l n t c l l l g e n c c  
sbu rccs .  had I n fo rn i cd  .him t h a t  t h e r e  - w o u l d  bc  no c l v i  1  I o n $  

4 
I n  t11c v l l l a g c  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  was s c h e d u l e d '  
because t h e y  w o u l d  a 1 1  bc a t  t h e  marke t  p l a c c . . , ~ ' ~ A h y o n c ~  ' .  
  
v11 t h  n ~ u c h  cxpc r l cncc . '  I n  V l e t n i m  knows..-'that: t h . l G r i s  $ I m p l y  
  
n o t  dotic, Vlc.tnamcsc c l v i  l i a n s  .do n o t  d c s c r t  . t h c l r  1111- 
 
l o g c s  j u s t  t o  go t h e  marke t ,  I n  my f ou r  months as a 
 
doo r -gunnc r  w1 th' "Prlmo",' S 1 t h  B r l gade ,  Av Ia t l on . ;  I f l e w  
  

. o v e r  1 i t c r s l  l y  hundreds o f  ~ ~ t n a r n e s c ~  a tv l l  l a g c s  low 
a 1  t l t u d c  (-100-200f c c t )  L e f o r c  7:30 I n  t h e  niorn'lng. I 
n c v c r  once  so:.r a ~ 1 1 1 0 g c  l i r l ~ l c l i  SIIOWCJo b v l o u ~' s i g n s  o f  
h a b l t a t l o n  t h a t  ~ r 7 sd c ~ c r t e d ~I n  coch o f  t hose  vlllagcs 
Pl~cn$j .orl t y  o f  6110 p c o p l c  were woncn and c l i l  l d r c n .  o f  a11  
aytcs--.not~u o f  t r t ~ o nIcol;cd..part Ic u l o ~ * l yt t dod - t i l l  r s t y .  . IQ 
Coptt l f  1) l l od ina  c t  1d rocr;l v?~o.!~ch a ..c*apor't ha woo. foot Ieh-A 
a t  bcs'Cn'Po tbi:o i t  a t  f ~ c a. . , v a 1 u o a
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C a p t n l n  t l cd lna  m a l n t a l n c d  t h a t  from t h c  . l n f o r m s t l o n  ( 2  )
s u p p l l c d  t o  h lm by h l s  l n t c l l l g c n c e  sourccs,  hc c x p c c t e d  t o  
Kc outnumbcrcd 2 - t o - 1  by, a  w c l l  arnrcd cncmy who wou ld  be . 
f l g h t l n g  f rom f o r t l f 1 c d ~ p o s l t l o n s .  I t  i s  commonly accep ted  
m l l  I t - a r y  t f l c o r y  t h c  w o r l d  o v e r  t h a t  an a t t a c k t n g  f o r c e ,  
attacking a w c l l  armed encmy who I s  f l g h t l n g  f rom f o r t i f l c d  
p o s l t ! o n s ,  must have a manpower s u p c r l o r l t y  r a t i o  o f  at 
l e a s t  3 - t o - 1  If t i t  i s  t o  bc success fu l .  ' G lvcn  t h f s ,  I f  Cap­-
t a i n  t lcd lna acccp ted  h l s  a l l c g c d  l n t c l l l g c n c e  r e p o r t s  a t  face 

' v a l u c ,  	  t h c n  hc d r d c r c d  h l s  company t o  a s s a u l t  Hy La1 knovrlng 
t h a t  they were outnumbcrcd 6 - t o - l  undcr  the  conditions. The 
t h r c e  m lnu tc  a r t 1  1 l a r y  b a r r o g c  t h a t  p rccecdcd I1Char1Ic  
Company's" a t t a c k  on the  v l l l a g e  seems h i r d l y  s u f f l c i c n t  as 
e ' coun te rba lancc  a g a l n s t  t h e  enemy's a l l e g e d  s u p e r l o r  fo rccs . .  

. . 
(3) ' :  "Char1 l e  assau.1 t e d  tha.!:Gll l a g c  a p l a t o o n  a t  
a t lmc .  I t  oppcors t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  p l a n  o f  b a t t l e , .  s l n c ?  
t h c  conlpiny was h c l l b o r n c  a  p l a t o o n  .a-t a t tme t o  a p o s l ~ t l o n  
lcss than 200 ya rds  .f$.om t h c  41 1 lagc ,  I n  c l e a r  vlc\.r o f  the­
%! 1 lage: .,-1.f Mcdl n a g s '  compan-y was t o  be outnunlbercd 2-to-1,-  
L 

t h e n  whi t "  k i n d  o f  odds r r o u l d . - e  pl 'atoon have, a ' p l a t o o n - t h a t  
  
was 1bndl.ng w l t h ' f n  easy ,rifle range o f  whcre t h e  enemy 'was,. 
 
b c l l c v e ' d  t o  be? 
  

( 1 )  ..s C a p t j l n  t ~ c d l n a ' c l a l m s  t h a t  he e n t e r e d  t h e  v l l l a g c  
, o n l y  a f t e r .  t h c  s h o o t l n g  stoppcd, o r  about  t h r c c  hou rs  a f t e r  
.the a t t a c k ' b e g a n .  I f l e w  many ~ m l s s l o n s  I n  "Prlmo" I n  suppor t  
o f  I n f a n t r y  compsntes, and I n  a l l  f rankness ,  ,I must a d m l t  
t ha t '  the: s l g h t  o f  t h c  comrn'andlng o f f i c e  o f  o n - I n f a n t r y  

,compan:y*' l o g g l n g  	  so f a r  b c h l n d  I l l s  'company t h a t  he d l d  n o t  
know what t h e y  wore do lng ,  e s p c c t a l l y  when t h c r e  was v e r y  . 
obv lou ' s l y  a g r e a t  d c a l  o f  s h o o t l n g  go fng  on, I s  beyond both,  
t h c  r c j l m  o f ' m y  oxp 'cr lence and t h e  l l m l t  o f . m y  . lmaglnat lon. - .  

($1 '..: The body' .cout i t  r e p o r t e d  by Task Force  B a r k c r  on  
  
t l r c  day In ,quost lon.kras 128, Enemy weapons c a p t u r e d  o n  
  
t h a t  Jay havc been rcpo ' r t ed  as e l t h e r  5 or 7. .;,SInc.q..tho:. 
 
r o t  l o  o f  weapons-cap t u r e d  t o  encny-k! 1I.c.d. I n  .n;p,ccngagenent: 
 

' w l t h  an encmy u n l t  t y p l c a l l y  runs  f rom 1 - t o - 3  t o  1- to-5,  ... 
Captat r i  Iledlria's s ta temen t  t h a t .  f ~ osaw o n l y  26 t o  28 
bod1cs' :of  dcad c l v l  l l r r ns  appears t o  d o s c r v e  much c l o s c r  
scrutiny., 

. . .. . . 
( 6 )  Capta ln  Mcdlna n a t n t n l n s  t h a t  t h e  woman hc s h o t '  

.was r c p o r t c d  t o .  hln, a s  o VC w l  t h  a weapon. . h c d l n o  so1 9 
t h a t  t h a  h o l t c o p t c r  p i l o t  who r e p o r t e d  h e r  p o s l t f o n  t o  
I i l m  c l ~ r l t o d1 t, HIti1 stnokc, I n  o r d c r  f o r  .o choppcr  t o  . 
nark 2. 'pas I t f on t h a t  O I : ~ " G . ~~1 th any.  a c c u r a c y ,  1 t .woutJ 
havc t o  . f l y  s t - a rcclucod :rcto of ,  spccd on,d a t  a w r y '  tow 

. . o lt8 611Jc--las~, .  	  . then 2G0 ' C o o t ,. .probob l y  r~uc.!~c l o s a r  t o  1.60 
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feet. A h c l l c o p t c r  r l y l n g  I n  sucl i  a i i annc r  I s  v c r y  v u l ? c , r ­
a f l c . t o  g round  f t r c .  I n  a d d l t l o n ,  I t  s h o u l d  bc understood 
f h e t  t h c r c  1s a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  cmphasls p l e c c d  on  "body c o u n t "  
by t h c  U.S.  n l l l t a r y  I n  V ie tnam,  As a r c s u l t  o f  t h i s  t h c r c  
1s an l n t c n s c  c o n p e t ?  t i o n  bc twccn  Arncr lcan c n l  Ls f o r  cncmy' ' 
k l l l s .  T a k l n g  t h c s c  p o l n t s  I n t o  accoun t ,  I canno t  b c l l c v c  
t h a t  a choppc r  p f l o t .  wou ld  expose h l m s c l f ,  h l s  crew, and 111s 
s h i p  t o  t h l s  k l n d  o f  dsngcr--flying a l m o s t  d f r c c t l y  ove rhead  
an arnicd enemy. a t  l c s s  t h a n  200 f c c t - - J u s t  t o  nark t l i a t  
enemy's pos I t I o n  f o r  groun8d t r o o p s  . f h c  norma l  p r o c c d u r c ,  
a t  l.ca,st f r o m  nly c x p c r l c n c c ,  w o u l d  havc bccn  f o r  t h c  choppe r  
t o  hsvc  k t  l l c d  t h e  woman I f  sbc w a s  arnicd and  had n o t  t h rown  
down h c r  weapon .and  moved w e l l  sway f r om I t .  I f .she 'was n o t  
armed I n  t h e  f l . r s t  p l a c e ,  a chopper  m l g h t  conceivably have 
marked .hc r  p o s l t l o n  as C a p t a i n  Mcdina s a f d .  I f  a h c l l c o p t c r  
d l d  I n d e c d  mark  t h e  vroma'nts p o s l t l o n  fqr , iMcdlna,  I c a n n o t  
b c l l e v e  t h a t  she  was armed, n o r  t h a t ' t h c - p l l o t  t o l d  h.tm t h a t  
she was. 

t'l ) Any combat .opera t I o n  , u n d c r t j k c n  by a combat u n l t I n  
  
Vlctnsrn Gust f I r s t  bc oksyc8'-by h c a d q u a r t c r s  o f  t l i e  d t . v l s l o n  
  
undcr vr l~osc command I t  corncs. Thc p l a n s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t l o n  
  
must be s p c c l f l c  as t o  t l m c ,  p l o c c ,  c o n c c p t  o f  ' opera t lon . ,  
and,plan o f  b a t t l c .  L c t  me I l l u s t i s t c  how c x t c n s l v e  d l ' v l s l o n  
c o h t r o l  I s .  I n  Long Range P a t r o l  a s l x -man team w o u l d  be 
c s s f g n c d  a r c c o n n a l s s a n c c  m l s s l o n  I n  a  s p c c l f l c  a r c a .  T h l s  
ereo w o u l d  u s u a l l y  bc  fou r .  map g r l d  squa rcs  ( 1 / 2 5 , 0 0 0 ) ,  o r  
an a r c s  2000 m c t c r s  l o n g  and 2000 rnetcrs  w l d c .  I f  f o r  sonc 
rcasot l  t h c  tc9r;i l c a d c r  w a n t e d ' i o  ( fork o u t s l d e  t h e  bounds o f .  
t h a t  a r c a ,  h c  had t o  r s d l o  f o r  p c r m l s s l o n  b e f o r e  hc  ' c o u l d  do 
so. Tha t  p c r m l s s l o n  had t o  come f r om d l v l s l o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
f o r  a -s ' l x -man r c c o n n a l s s s n c c  t e a m !  The rc  I s  no dpub t----- I n  ny' 
mind t h a t 6 i G t e v c r  t he  mlss t o n  w a s  t h a t  was p l a n n e d  f o r  Iiy 
La! on  l t l i c  ~ i o r n l n g  of: March 1 6 ,  1968 ,  Amcr lCa l  D l v l s l o n  
Headquar te rs  knew o f  I t ,  . 

(8) Onc q a o s t l o n  ' remalns t i ~ a tI t h i n k  1's o f  c r u c l s l  
Impor tsncc .  \ I hc r c  was L l c u t c n a n t  Colonc.1,. Fran,lc';.~; . ~ a r k c j  
on t h c .  m o r n l n g  o f  [!arch 16, 19667 Thc p'1ctut '~'" 'oP ~ o l o n c l  
Dar l :crqthat  has t hus  f a r  u n f o l d e d  I s  t h a t  o f  an n g g r c s s l v o  
young o f f l c c r  c o n s l d c r e d  an excellent b a t t l c  cornnlandcr by 
h f s  p c c r s .  A good b a t t l e  conmsndcr I s ,  by d c f l n l t l o n ,  a 
man ~ 1 1 0  I s  I n  t o u c h  w l  t h  a'nd .In commSnd o f  t h e  b a t t l c f l c l d  
s l t u a t l o n  a t  a l l  t i n e s .  Thc Amcr l csn  n l l l t o r y  n a c h l n c  I n  . 
VIctnain has o u n l v c r s s l  l y  o p p l  l c d  solution t o  ~IICullo\ru' o f  
accon)pl I s h l n g  t h i s .  U a t t n l  i o n  and b r l g a d c  commanders ovc r - ,  
scc t h c  conduc t  o f  t l lh l r  u n l t s t  o p c r a t l o n s  w h l l c  f l y l n g  . 
d l r c c t l y  bverhcod t h o  o p c r c t ' l o n s  I n  a "cormand a n d  c o n t r o l ' ' ,  
or  l k l ; a r l B o - c l , ~ ~ t ~ l l o " ,hallcoptcr. . Ih  a d d l t l o n . t o  t k o ' c ~ n f t  
l ~ ~ : , ; ; ! ~ r i d ~ ~ o .o t f c l ~ a ~ l i c - c l , z r lIo" r t f  f E cst l tal t~v a r t o u s  mcmtera 
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1 1 1 2  h 

i s  a li 

o f ,  t t ,c  u n l  t t s  connand s t a f f  ( u s u a l l y  2 - t o - 4  ' o f f l c c r s  and a  
s c n l o r '  I ~ C O ) .  (I n i g h t  add t h a t  t h c s c  " cha r1  l c - c h a r 1  l c s "  f l y  
a.t on s l t i ' t u d c  o f  1500 f c c t  t o  2000 f e e t  u n l c s s  t h c  cncrny' I s  
known ' t o  havc 50 ca1 Ibe r : ' r ; l a c l~ l nc -guns  o r  a n t  1 - a l r c , r a f  t wcapons 
i n  t h c - s r c o .  \.!hat I s  happcn lng  on t h c  g round  1s q u i t e  I d c n ­
t l f l s b l c - f r o m  t h a t  a l t l t u c l c . )  I t  w o u l d  bc c x t r c m c l y  u n u s u a l '  
I f a b a t t r r l l o r ~  o r  ta.sl: f o r c c  connandcr .was n o t  o v c r h e a d  when 
h l s  u n i t  was a s s a u l t i n g  a p o s l t l o n  t h a t  was b c l l c v c d  t o  be 
h c l d  b y  t l ~ c  cncmy, e s p c c l a l 1 ~ y I f e l t was b e l l e v c d  t o  bc h e l d  
by l a r g c  c l c n l c n t s  o f  an enc,my b a t t a l l o n .  I t  wo i t l d  bc  evcn  
more unusua l  I f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  corwnandcr w n s  n o t  o v c r h e a d  when '  
h i s  task f o r c c  o r  any c l c n c n t  o f  I t  was engaged I n  an  a c t i o n  
f r o m  w h i c h  t h c y  v ~ c r e  r e p o r t l n g  a  l a r g c  nunl ter  o f  cncmy casu- ' 

a l t l e s ' ,  as  was t h e  case  a t  I.ly t a t .  I can  o n l y  c o n c l u d c  t h a t  
Co lonc . l . .Barkc r  was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  I n  t h e  a l  r o v e r - l l y  La1 
i n  t h e  c a r , I y m o r n l n g  o f  , , l a r ch  16, 1 9 G C .. ,.;, . , I f ,! . I .  a s  C a p t a l n  ~ i c d ' l n o  
contcn 'ds ,  t h e  s h o o t i n g  I n  t h e  v l l l a g c '  t a s t e d  l o r  o v e r  t h r e e  
hours,.. ' t hen  I t  I s  c x t r c r n c l y  u n l  Ik c l y  t h a t  C o l o n c l  Bar 'kcr  o r  
h l s  s t a f f  c o u l d  havc ,been unavrarc oG-brhat was - h a p p c n l n g  bclovi .  

. .  	  - . .  
# 

A f t e r  c o n ~ 3 - 1 d c r l n g  i h e s e  p o l t i . f s ,  ! . . f i n d  I t  d l f f l c u l t  to..-bcl.J..c.\tc 
t h a t  L l c u t e n a n t  W l l l i a r n  C a l l c y  I s  t h c  o n l y  o f f i c c r  o f  t h c  
Amcr l can  u n l t i n v o l v e d  I n  t h e  ' Inc IClcht  a t  I.ly La1 who shou:ld 
be char,gc.d'-*GI t h  c r  l m l n a l  n l s c o n d u c ' ~ .  Thc fa ' c ts  1  I s  t c d  "11e:rc 

.ond2'the ~ u d s t l o n s  t h e y '  r s l s c  make I t  I m p c r a t i v c  t h a t  t h c  
a c t l o n s . o f  C a p t a l n  E r n e s t  t l c d l n a ,  h l s  s u p c r l o r ,  C o l o n e l  F r a n k '  
A. 	 B a r k e r ,  and any o t h c r  o - f f l c e r s  c o n n c c t c d  t o  t h e  b l o o d x  
l n c l d c n t  a t  f ly La1 be thorough ' ly  i n v c s t 1 g a t c . d .  I f  t h c s c  nrqn 
a r e  lnnoce 'n t  o f  any w rong -do ing ,  t l l c n  t h e  r c s u l  t s  o f .  t h e  I n ­
v c s t l g a t ~ o n  must be madc p u b l l c  t h r o u g h  a t h o r o u g h l y  docurnentcd 
r e p o r t  t h a t  I s  obovc r e p r o a c h .  I f  t h e y  a i c  n o t ,  t h e n  t h c y  n1us.t 
bc  b r o u g h t  t o  t r l o l  f o r  t h c I r  r o l e  I n  t h l s  l n f ano t t s  l n c l d c n t .  . .  

To do - o t h c r w ' l s c  v tou ld  bc  a, b l a t a n t  b c t r a y a l  o f - . t h o s e  I d e a l s  
A r n e r l c a mh a s  long champlonod. .and f o r  r . rh l  ch so many Amcr  I c a n s  
. havo glvc'n t t l o I r '  lfvbs, I r e s p ' . c c e f u l l y  f b p l o r e  you t o  d o ­
c ' ve ry th l ng  . l h  . . .  I n s u r e  t h a t  such .a. . . t r a v e s t y  docs
 
h O Q  O C G C f r  	  .. . 
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Mar 1 5  F r i .  g o t  up a t  5 a.m. a t e  chow h a d  p o l i c e  c a l l  a f t e r  

. t h a t .  Had g a r b a g e  d e t a i l  s u r e  g e t  a k i c k  o u t  o f  t h a t .  

B rough t  mess g a r b a g e  down and t h e y  e v e n  a t e  t h a t .  J u s t  

s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  now c l e a n i n g  weapons and  t o o k  a n o t h e r  b a t h  

a t  t h e  s t r e a m .  Hdd m e e t i n g  h o l e  company s a i d  we a r e  g o i n g  

t o  r e a l l y  h i t  s o m e t h i n g  tomorrow g o i n g  t o  h i t  4 p l a c e s  i t s  

a  h o t  p l a c e .  

Mar 16  S a t .  g o t  up a t  5 :30  l e f t  a t  7:15 we h a d  9 c h o p p e r s .  

2  l i f t s  f i r s t  l a n d e d  h a d  m o r t a r  t eam w i t h  u s .  We s t a r t e d  

t o  move s l o w l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  s h o o t i n g  e v e r t h i n g  i n  

s i g h t  c h i l d r e n  men and women and a n i m a l s .  Some was s i c k e n i n g .  

The re  l e g s  we re  s h o t  o f f  and t h e y  were  s t i l l  moving i t  was 

j u s t  h a n g i n g  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  b o d i e s  we re  made o f  

~ ~ I J Q
r u b b e r .  I d i d n ' t  f i r e  a round  y e t  and d i d n ' t  l&t 

anybody n o t  e v e n  a  c h i c k e n  I c o u l d n ' t .  We a r e  know 

s u p p o s e  t o  push  t h r o u g h  2  more i t  i s  a b o u t  1 0  a.m. and  

we a r e  t a k e n  a r e s t  b e f o r e  g o i n g  i n .  We a l s o  g o t  2 weapons 

M 1  and  a c a r b i n e  o u r  f i n a l  d e s t i t i o n  i s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  

s u p p o s e  t o  b e  cement  b u n k e r s  we k i l l e d  a b o u t  100  p e o p l e  

a f t e r  a  w h i l e  t h e y  s a i d  n o t  t o  k i l l  women and  c h i l d r e n .  S top ­

ped  f o r  chow a b o u t  1 P.M. we d i d n ' t  do  much a f t e r  t h a t .  We 

a r e  know d e t t i n k  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  2 oompanies  B and someone 

e l s e  we a r e  s e t  up i n  p a r t  o f  a v i l l a g e  and  r i c e  p a t t i e s  

h a d  t o  d i g  f o x h o l e  a r e a  i s  p r e t t y  l e v e l  a r e  m o r t a r s  a r e  

o u t  w i t h  u s .  Are  s e r v i n g  h o t  chow t o n i t e  I l o o k e d  i n  my 

pack  f o r  d r y  s o c k s  and  found  o u t  t h e y  w e r e  s t o l e n  f rom t h e  

t i m e  we w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  name o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  

My L p i  4 ,  5,, and  6 .  I am know p u l l i n g  my g u a r d  f o r  n i g h t .  

1 1 1 2  h o u r s  I am w i t h  t h e  1st s q u a d  had  pop and  b e e r .  Sky 

i s  a l i t t l e  c l o u d y  hut i t j t s  warm o u t .  

EXHIBIT M-85 
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-	 Mar 1 7  Sun: g o t  up a t ' 6 : 3 0  f o g g y  o u t .  W e  d i d n t t  go t o  

P i n k v i l l e  w e n t  t o  My L a i  2 ,  3 ,  a n d  4  no  o n e  was t h e r e  w e  

b u r n e d  a s  w e  p u s h e d . '  W e  g o t  4 V C  a n d  a  n u r s e .  Had d o c u m e n t s  

o n  them y e s t e r d a y  we t o o k  1 4  V C .  We p u s h e d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  

c o a s t  t o  t h e  S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a  t h e r e  was a v i l l a g e  a l o n g  t h e  

c o a s t  a l s o  a l o t  o f  s a i l b o a t s  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  a n  

h o u r  we went  b a c k  a b o u t  2  k i l o m e t e r s  t q  se t  up camp i t s  i n  

a g r a v e y a r d  a c t u a l l y  w e  d i d n ' t  p u l l  g u a r d  b u t  awake most  o f  

t h e  n i g h t .  
. 	 r' 

Mar 1 8  Mon: moved b a c k  t o  a n o t h e r  a r e a  1 V C  s a i d  h e  would  

t a k e  u s  t o  a t u n n e l - h e  t o o k  u s  a l l  o v e r  d i d n t t  f i n d  a n y  a f t e r  

t h a t  we m e t  w i t h  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  a s  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  2  g u y s  h i t  

m i n e s  t h e r e  f l a c k  j a c k e t s  s a v e d  them n o t  h u r t  b a d  TREVIdO a n d  

GONZALEZ. W e  g o t  w i t h  company a n d  CA o u t  t o  D o t t i e  t h e r e  i s  

a l o t  of  f u s s  on wha t  h a p p e n e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  n Gen was a s k i n g  

q u e s t i o ' n s .  T h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n  M E D I N A .  

We a r e  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was 

r i g h t  b u t  w e  d i d  i t  b u t  w e  d i d  i t  a t  l e a s t  I c a n  s a y  I d i d n ' t  

k i l l  anybody .  I t h i n k  I w a n t e d  t o  b u t  i n  a n o t h e r  way I d i d n f t .  

I c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  i s  a t r u e  a n d  e x a c t  copy  o f  my d i a r y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  15-17 March 1 9 6 8  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge .  
P r e p a r e d  a t  W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC t h i s  3 0 t h  d a y  o f  J a n u a r y  1970 .  
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Feb 29 Thur  g o t  bad  h e a d a c h e  up a t  5:30 a.m. o u r  p l t  g o i n g  

o u t  A .P .CVs  wen t  t o  v i l l a g e  r e a l l y  r u f f e d  t h e  p e o p l e  up.  . T h e  

g u y s  got 2 g i r l s . i t s  c l o u d y  a l i t t l e  warm s t o p p e d  f o r  chow 

a t  11 a.m. h e a d e d  b a c k .  Walked 5 c l i c k s  g o t  h e r e  a n d  s a i d  

we a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  Cap g o i n g  t o  do i t  g e n e r a l  

s a i d  i t  was a mess  h a d  t o  g u a r d  3  p l t  b u n k e r .  They wen t  o n  ambush. 

May 3 F r i d a y  My b i r t h d a y  2 1  t o d a y .  We a r e  s u p p o s e  t o  l e a v e  a t  

6 :30  go  t o  some v a l l e y  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e r e  t h e y  s u p p o s e  

t o  go .  BEERS d i d n ' t  t e l l  them w h e r e  h e  w a n t s  them t o  go .  

We may c l i m b  953 .  We went  down t o  t h e  v a l l e y  we t o o k  a p a t h  

a l l  t h e  way down. When we g o t  down t o  t h e  b o t t e m  t h e  f i r s t  

e l e m e n t  saw some gooks  r u n n i n g  t h e y  s h o t  b u t  m i s s e d .  We t o o k  

l e f t  f l a n k  a n d  when we wen t  a b o u t  200 m e t e r s  SCHIEL saw 3 o f  them 

h i d d i n g  i n  t h e  b r u s h  o n e  woman 2  men t h e y  had  f o o d  a n d  m e d i c a l  

s u p p l i e s .  Some o f  t h e  g u y s  messed  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  wen t  down 

f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l e y  some h u t s  w e r e  t h e r e .  We a l l  

r a n s a c k e d  t h e  p l a c e s  a n d  messed  w i t h  t h e  g i r l s  t o r e  t h e r e  

c l o t h e s  o f f  a n d  s c r e w e d  them. S a l  b e a t  up one .  We l e f t  

a n d  came up a h i l l  t o  b r e a k  f o r  chow a n d  a l s o  t o  s e t  up f o r  

n i g h t  I t o o k  some p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  Is s u r e  h o t  o u t .  

Our p l t  wen t  o u t  f i r s t  we w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  same v i l l a g e .  

3 a n d  2  s q u a d s  saw s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  b u s h e s .  TRAVAMO was 

w a l k i n g  o n  a p a t h  a n d  a V C  w i t h  p a c k  on  jumped o u t  h e  had  

a 79 s o  h e  c o u l d n ' t  s h o t  a n d  h e  d u c k e d  i n t o  t h e  b u s h e s  we 

f o u n d  him u n d e r  a h o l e  i n  a  s m a l l  p a t h  o f  w a t e r  i t  l o o k e d  

l i k e  h e  was d e a d  b u t  w a s n ' t  we g o t  2  g r e n a d e s  (homemade) a 

bunch  o f  p a p e r s  a  r a d i o  a n d  a R u s s i a n  f l a g .  K I N G  h a s  them. 

We had  a n  i n t e r p r e t o r  come i n  and  h e  i s  know a s k i n g  hfm 

q u e s t i o n s .  Came b a c k  t o  h i l l  h a v e  ambush o v e r  i n  t h e  same 

a r e a  g o t  a  l e t t e r  f rom mom. N o t h i n g  happened  on  t h e  ambush.  

EXHIBIT M-86 
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I c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  i s  a t r u e  a n d  e x a c t  c o p y  o f  my d i a r y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  29  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8  a n d  3 May 1 9 6 8  t o  t h e  

b e s t  o f  my k n o w l e d g e  p r e p a r e d  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  t h i s  3 0 t h  

d a y  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 :  

THOMAS R .  PARTSCH 

P a g e  2  o f  2  p a g e s  
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--
F o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  i s  f rom t h e  T h r e e  S t a r  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  
S t a r s  a n d  S t r i p e s  o f  1 8  March 1 9 6 8 :  

U.S. TROOPS SURROUND REDS, K I L L  1 2 8  

S&S V i e t n a m  B u r e a u  

SAIGON -- U.S. i n f a n t r y m e n  k i l l e d  1 2 8  Communists  i n  a b l o o d y  
d a y - l o n g  b a t t l e  S a t u r d a y  s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang N g a i  
C i t y  o n  S o u t h  V . i e t n a m f s  c e n t r a l  c o a s t .  

The  b a t t l e  was t o u c h e d  o f f  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  8 a.m. when 
a company f r o m  t h e  l l t h  L i g h t  I n f .  B r i g a d e  r a n  i n t o  h e a v y  con­
t a c t  a s  t h e y  moved i n t o  a n  a r e a  f o l l o w i n g  a U..S. A r t i l l e r y  
bombardment .  

W i t h i n  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  t h e  company became l o c k e d  i n  
h e a v y  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  t h e  unknown s i z e  Communist f o r c e ,  a n o t h e r  
company f r o m  t h e  b r i g a d e  was s e n t  i n  two m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  
t h e  b a t t l e .  

The  two c o m p a n i e s  b e g a n  moving t o w a r d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
e n c o u n t e r i n g  s p o r a d i c  enemy c o n t a c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y ,  u n t i l  
t h e  enemy b r o k e  o f f  t h e  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n .  

U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w e r e  p u t  a t  two 
k i l l e d  a n d  1 0  wounded.  

(Meanwhi l e ,  i n  t h e  w a r ' s  b i g g e s t  a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  -­
a m a s s i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  c l e a r  t h e  V i e t  Cong f r o m  f i v e  p r o v i n c e s  
a r o u n d  S a i g o n  -- t h e  c o u n t  o f  enemy d e a d  r o s e  t o  474 a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  s i x  d a y s ,  AP r e p o r t e d .  

(The  combined  U.S. a n d  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e  f o r c e ,  t o t ­
a l i n g  more  t h a n  5 0 , 0 0 0  men, a l s o  h a s  t a k e n  1 1 4  p r i s o n e r s : a n d  
c a p t u r e d  226 enemy weapons ,  U .  S.  h e a d q u a r t e r s  r e p o r t e d .  

( A m e r i c a n  c a s u a l t i e s  s o  f a r ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s a i d ,  w e r e  
28 k i l l e d  a n d  2 1 1  wounded. The  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e ,  w i t h o u t  g i v ­
i n g  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s ,  t e r m e d  t h e i r  c a s u a l t i e s  l i g h t . )  

E i g h t y - o n e  Communists  w e r e  k i l l e d  F r i d a y  1 9  m i l e s  
n o r t h w e s t  of  S a i g o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  b a t t l e  of  t h e  m a s s i v e  
o p e r a t i o n  Quyet  Thang wh ich  k i c k e d  o f f  on March 11. 

The b a t t l e  r e p o r t e d l y  b e g a n  a t  a b o u t  . lo ' a.m. when a 
t r o o p  o f  a r m o r e d  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  t h e  U.S. l l t h  ~ r a o r e d  Cav. R e g t .  
was t a k e n  u n d e r  f i r e  by a n  e s t i m a t e ' d  enemy b a t t a 1 , i o n  i n  a n  a r e a  
s i x  m i l e s  s o - u t h w e s t  o f  Cu C h i .  

A lmos t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  U.S. Army h e l i c o p t e r  g u n s h i p s  
began  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Communist p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  r o c k e t s  a n d  mach ine -  
gun f i r e ,  a n d  h e a v y  a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l s  b e g a n  c r a s h i n g  down on t h e  
enemy. 

U.S. A i r  F o r c e  j e t s  a r r i v e d  a s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  and  
bombed and  s t r a f e d  t h e  Reds .  

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  2  p.m. u n i t s  f rom t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  2 5 t h  
In f .  Div .  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  U.S. a r m o r ,  
and t h e  two u n i t s  b e g a n  p r e s s i n g  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy 
u n t i l  t h e  Reds  w i t h d r e w  a t  sundown.  

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: & 3 $ - X H f s ' ~  M-88 

TC, GS 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  
P e e r s  I n q u i r y  
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I SUPJiXT: 	 Letter of Canamendation 

TiW : 	 Carmanding Officer 
Task Force barker 
1 1th Infantry Erixade 
 
apcl 96217 
 

'II-HI.? : 	 Jorsoandiw Officer 
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry 
1 1t h  Infantry Brigade 
APG 96217 

TO: 	 C m d i n g  Officer 
Campany C 
 
1st Battalion, 20th Infantrgr 
 
11th Infantry Brigade

A?o 96217 
 

1. I wiah t o  add my personal congratulations to  those already stated by 
General bSreatbnorelandand Kajor General Koater for the outstanding action, , 

team work and aggressiveness exhibited by your unit. 

2. The success of' this operation and the  praiseworthy role of units of 
the 11th Infantry Brigade directly reflect your expert guidance, leader­
ship and devotion to duty. The quick response and profcssionalim dis­
played during this action has as in  enhanced the Uri.&ade'simage in the 
eyes of higher cmmds .  

EXHIBIT M-90 
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HEADQUARTERS 
 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM 
 

APO San Franc isco  96222 
  

FOREWORD 

The "Handbook f o r  M i l i t a r y  Support of Pac i f ica t ionI1  has  been 
developed a s  a b a s i c  re ference  document designed f o r  use by United 
S t a t e s  fo rces ,  Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces,  and F ree  World 
M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Forces opera t ing  i n  the Republic of Vietnam. 
P r i o r  t o  i t s  pub l i ca t ion ,  i t  was d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  d r a f t  form t o  the  
f i e l d  f o r  a  t h r e e  month eva lua t ion  and has been completely coordi-  
na ted  wi th  the  J o i n t  General S t a f f ,  Republic of Vietnam Armed 
Forces.  I n  t he  nea r  f u t u r e ,  t he  handbook w i l l  be publ ished i n  the  
Vietnamese language by The Republic of  Vietnam Armed Forces.  

I n  view of t h e  r ecen t  dynamic changes i n  t h e  government of 
Vietnam and the  p a c i f i c a t i o n  program, it i s  considered t h a t  t h e  
pub l i ca t ion  of t h i s  handbook a t  t h i s  t ime is e s p e c i a l l y  app ropr i a t e .  

The handbook w i l l  be rev ised  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by t h i s  headquarters .  
New pages w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  i n s e r t i o n  i n t o  the  handbook when 
appropr i a t e .  Recommended changes o r  suggest ions f o r  improvement 
should be forwarded t o  Commander, United S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  
Command, Vietnam, ATTN: MaCJ3, APO 96222. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

L&!c&--=-+­WALTER T. KERWIN, JR. 

Major General,  United S t a t e s  Army 
Chief of S t a f f  
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CHAPTER 3 

ORGANIZAT ION 
 

Section I 
 

GENERAL 

22. This chapter discusses the many-governmental agencies, mili- 
 
tary and civilian, Vietnamese and United States, which are part icipat- 
 
ing in or supporting pacification. Although each major agency is dis- 
 
cussed separately, it must be borne in mind continually that there is 
 
a complex interaction between all of these separate agencies at every 
 
level of the military or civil government. At some levels, military 
 
and civilian functions blend and the same individual is responsible 
 
for both. The primary task of the United States agencies in Vietnam 
 
is to advise, support and assist the GVN counterpart agencies. The 
 
US Mission Agency which has primary military and civilian responsibil- 
 
ity for support of pacification is USMACV. It is necessary to keep 
 
the distinction between military and civil responsibilities in mind 
 
during the discussion that follows, as it will assist in determining 
 
who and what agency has primary responsibility for a given function 
 
and in what channels it operates. 
 

Section I1 
 

GVN ORGANIZATION 
 

23. GENERAL. 
 

The government of Vietnam is in a transition stage at this 
 
time in that an elected constitutional structure has just come into 
 
being. The present government cannot be divided simply into ffcivil 
 
organization" and nmilitary organization". The military government 
 
of Vietnam had by its very nature introduced military officers into 
 
every level of the government. Many of them occupied then, and will 
 
occupy in the future, governmental positions concerned only with ci- 
 
vilian functions. Others now occupy positions concerned only with 
 
military functions. However, there remain many whose job assignments 
 
combine military and civilian functions in a single office. This is 
 
not only a characteristic of the present government,but is a fore- 
 
seeable long term trend, as many of the most able and experienced 
 
Vietnamese administrators are in uniform. .It is important to under- 
 
stand the distinction between the purely military line officer and 
 
the officer whose responsibilities include both military and civilian 
 
functions, as the actual responsibility may vary considerably fron 
 
apparent rank, 
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24. CIVILIAN FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATION: 

a .  P re sen t ly ,  t h e  top  echelon of t h e  Goverriment of t h e  Re- 
pub l i c  of Vietnam is e s s e n t i a l l y  c i v i l i a n  i n  charac te r ,a l though m i l i ­
t a r y  o r  former m i l i t a r y  personnel  p re sen t ly  occupy some of t h e  top-  
ranking and policy-making pos i t i ons .  Curren t ly ,  t h i s  eche lon  c o n s i s t s  
of t h e  P re s iden t ,  Vice P res iden t ,  and t h e  Minis te rs  of Defense, I n t e r i o r ,  
and Revolut ionary Development. Berow t h e  top  echelon, t h e  ma jo r i t y  of 
t h e  governmental employees a r e  c i v i l i a n .  E lec t ions  r e c e n t l y  completed 
i n  September and October 1967, represented  f i n a l  s t e p s  toward c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  government which had i t s  beginning i n  September 1966. During 
t h a t  month t h e  newly e l e c t e d  Cons t i tuent  Assembly was convened. 

b. The Cons t i t uen t  Assembly s e t  about  d r a f t i n g  a c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  which was unanimously approved i n  March 1967. The form of 
government ordained i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  is a modified p r e s i d e n t i a l  
system. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  a  P re s iden t  a s  Chief of S t a t e  
who w i l l  d e s igna te  a  Prime Min i s t e r  and a Cabinet t o  implement t h e  
government's p o l i c i e s  and manage t h e  a f f a i r s  of the na t ion .  It a l s o  
provides f o r  a  two chamber l e g i s l a t u r e  known a s  the Nat iona l  Assembly. 

c .  An independent j u d i c i a r y  is  e s t ab l i shed  w i t h  t h e  h ighes t  
l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  ves ted  i n  t h e  Supreme Court. An Inspec to ra t e  is  pro­
vided f o r  by appointment. This  body of r ep re sen ta t ives  has t h e  duty  
of guarding a g a i n s t  c o r r u p t i o n  and o the r  a c t s  harmful t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of government and in  pub l i c  and p r i v a t e  agencies .  

d. Revolut ionary development counc i l s  composed o f  both m i l i ­
t a r y  and c i v i l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  func t ion  a t  n a t i o n a l  through d i s t r i c t  
l e v e l .  At t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  Cen t r a l  RD Council (CRDC) develops 
p o l i c i e s  and manages t h e  o v e r a l l  program. Its organiza t ion  is  shown 
a t  F igure  3-1. Many c i v i l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  administered i n i t i a l l y  by 
t h e  Minis t ry  of Revolut ionary Development t o  provinces and d i s t r i c t s  
u n t i l  they  a r e  taken over  by t h e  app ropr i a t e  t echn ica l  min i s t ry .  The 
a c t i v i t i e s  of t e c h n i c a l  m i n i s t r i e s  a r e  administered d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
province from t h e  min i s t ry .  M i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  adminis te red  by 
t h e  Minis t ry  of Defense through subord ina te  RVNAF echelons t o  province 
and d i s t r i c t  l e v e l s .  Regional,  p rov inc i a l ,  DTA, and d i s t r i c t  RD coun­
c i l s  review RD a c t i v i t i e s  and ensure t h a t  t he  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  a s ­
pec t s  a r e  coordinated.  The CRDC has t h e  fol lowing s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s :  

( 1 )  To determine t h e  b a s i c  RD policy. 

(2 )  To examine and approve a l l  RD plans and programs. 

e. The CRDC has a Permanent Bureau. The c h i e f  is  t h e  Sec- 
r e t a r y  General of t h e  CRDC who is a l s o  t h e  Minis te r  of RD. The 
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permanent bureau which is, f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes, t h e  ini is try of 
RD, a c t s  a s  an executive agency f o r  the  CRDC, and as  such, executes a l l  
dec is ions  made by t h e  C R D t  and coordinates wi th  a l l - m i n i s t r i e s  t o  assure 
smooth operat ion.  Regional, provincia l ,  DTA, and d i s t r i c t  'RD councils  
a l s o  have permanent bureaus which function i n  muck the  same.way. See 
Figure 3-2. 

f .  The corps comander has c i v i l  a s  wel l  a s  m i l i t a r y  respon­
s i b i l i t i e s ,  is  responsib le  f o r  governmental functions wi th in  a region, 

and is  concurrent ly  the  GVN regional  representa t ive .  The region bound­
. a r i e s  correspond t o  the  m i l i t a r y  corps boundaries known a s  Corps Tac­
t i c a l  Zones (CTZ). The corps connnander is a s s i s t e d  i n  h i s  c i v i l  func­
t i o n s  by a Deputy f o r  C i v i l i a n  and T e r r i t o r i a l  Affa i rs ,  and by region ­
a l  deput ies  from the  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  Saigon. 

g. The commander of the  Diyision Tac t i ca l  Area (DTA) has 
l imi ted  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  per ta in ing t o  c i v i l i a n  governmental functions. 
H i s  r o l e  is discussed more f u l l y  i n  paragraph 38. 

h. The province chief  is the  nkey" man f o r  success of the  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  program. He is responsible f o r  developing a province 
p a c i f i c a t i o n  plan conta in ing a de ta i l ed  RD plan. Further ,  he i s  
responsib le  f o r  the  c o n t r o l  of a l l  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  resources t o  
be appl ied  i n  support of paci f ica t ion .  Each technica l  min i s t ry  has 
a s e r v i c e  r ep resen ta t ive  i n  each province, but  the  province ch ie f  is, 
a s  an individual ,  responsib le  f o r  a l l  government functions wi th in  h i s  
province. The province c h i e f s  a r e  supervised through RegionICTZ f o r  
some functions,  d i r e c t l y  by Region/CTZ f o r  o the r  functions,  and d i ­
r e c t l y  f romthe  c e n t r a l  government f o r  others .  	 The t echn ica l  minis ­
t r i e s  g ive  guidance d i r e c t l y  t o  the  se rv ice  ch ie f s .  This g ives  r i s e ,  
on occasion, t o  pol icy  c o n f l i c t s  which must be resolved by the  prov­
ince  c h i e f  o r  higher author i ty .  

i. The main opera t ional  element f o r  the  c i v i l  aspects  of RD 
is the  RD cadre group which is  composed of 59 RD cadre (Fig  3-3). As 
soon a s  the  required degree of m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  is egtabl ished,  the  
RD cadre groups a r e  introduced i n t o  the  hamlet and begin t h e  task  of 
organiza t ion  and development. The RD cadre group c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  
main elements: 

(1) S t a f f  (7  men) responsible f o r :  

( a )  Command and Control. 

(b)  Coordination. 

( c )  Reporting. 
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Special Zone has  no R D  counciu Permanent Bureaus a r e  authorized for  124 
distr icts  and three autonomous cities where pr3ority revolutionary developmer : 
activities a r e  taking place. ) 

(**The JGS has requested RVNAF Force Structure spaces for these billets. 
MACV J3 has stated that the spaces should be filled by civilians.) 
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(2)  Reconstruct ion Inter-Team (18 men) r e spons ib l e  f o r :  

( a )  Studying and improving t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
s o c i a l  and economic s i t u a t  ion. 

(b) Determining t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  .people.  

(c.) Planning s e l f  -he lp  p ro j ec t s .  

t h e i r  own hamlet. 
(d )  Motivating and a s s i s t  ing' t h e  people t o  bu i ld  

(3 )  M i l i t i a  Inter-Team (34 men) r e spons ib l e  f o r :  

( a )  Making s e c u r i t y  p l ans  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  RD cadre  
and t h e  hamlet i n h a b i t a n t s .  

(b) Coordinat ing wi th  t h e  Census Grievance u n i t  
of t he  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  in te r - team t o  d i scove r  and e l i m i n a t e  t h e  VC 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

( c )  Organizing and t r a i n i n g  t h e  Revolut ionary 
Development Peoples Groups (RDPG) a s  s e l f -de fense  fo rces .  

The b a s i c  RD cadre  group may be 'augmented by t e c h n i c a l  j.
cad re  from any GVN m i n i s t r y  i n  o rde r  t o  g i v e  proper  emphasis o r  addi-  
t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  developmental a r e a s  ou t s ide  t h e  competence of t h e  
RD cad re  group. For example, t e x t i l e ,  f i s h e r i e s ,  lumber products ,  
ceramic products ;  t h e s e  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  problems might r e q u i r e  
s p e c i a l i z e d  c a d r e  s k i l l s  app l i cab le  only  i n  a  l i m i t e d  geographica l  
a r e a  and/or f o r  a l i m i t e d  period of t ime. The province c h i e f  i n  t h e s e  
cases  may r eques t  t e c h n i c a l  augmentation of h i s  RD c a d r e  group from 
t h e  appropr i a t e  m i n i s t r y  i n  Saigon. 

k. The RD cad re  group ope ra t e s  under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  
of  t h e  province c h i e f ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  hamlets ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
i n i t i a l  government admin i s t r a t i on ,  organize  the  people f o r  s e l f -de fense ,  
and i n i t i a t e  s imple  economic and s o c i a l  development p r o j e c t s  t o  win 
t h e  confidence and l o y a l t y  of t h e  people.  A P r o v i n c i a l  Revolut ionary 
Development Cadre Group (F ig  3-4) provides t he  province  c h i e f  w i th  a 
planning and c o n t r o l  group t o  a s s i s t  him i n  t h e  execu t ion  of h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

25. NATIONAL POLICE FIELD FORCE ORGANIZATION. 

a .  The Nat iona l  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force (NPFF) i s  a component of 
t h e  GVN National  Po l i ce .  It c o n s i s t s  of l i g h t l y  armed t a c t i c a l  e l -  
ements, whose major  func t ion  is, . i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S p e c i a l  
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P o l i c e  Branch, t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  
v i l l a g e ,  and hamlet .  O n c e - t h i s  t a s k  is  discharged,  the'.NPFF has t h e  
primary i e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of prevent ing VC resurgence and t h e  u l t  h a t e  
miss ion  o f  s a f egua rd ing  t h e  ex tens ion  of .other  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  presence 
i n t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a .  The NPFF ope ra t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n e  of  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  command and suppbr t s  o t h e r  l o c a l  p o l i c e  e lements .  
The b a s i c  NPFF o l ' e r a t i n g  u n i t  i s  t h e  company. 

b. Command of t h e  NPFF is exe rc i s ed  by Commander, NPFF, who 
is  an A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  ~ e n e r a l  of  NPFF.- Necessary s t a f f  i s  provided 
by t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  General  of Nat ional  Pol ice .  

c. Every member of t h e  NPFF is f u l l y  t r a i n e d  a s  a  policeman 
and is f u r t h e r  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  counter insurgency a s p e c t s  of m i l i t a r y  
ope ra t i ons .  The i n t e r n a l  admin i s t r a t i on ,  l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t ,  and 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  'NPFF a r e  designed t o  suppor t  t a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  as t o  c a r r y  out  t h e i r  primary mi s s ion  of VC i n f r a ­
s t r u c t u r e  e r a d i c a t i o n  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S p e c i a l  P o l i c e  Branch. 

d. Extending t h e  superv isory  and r epo r t i ng  c a p a b i l i t y  of  
Headquarters NPFF i n  Saigon, t h e  Commander, NPFF, is represen ted  a t  t h e  
headquar te rs  of r eg ions  and provinces  by o f f i c e r s  of NPFF a t t ached  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Regional Chief of Po l i ce  and Province  Chief of  
Po l i ce  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The duty  of t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  is  t o  ensure  con t in -  
uous and adequate  l o g i s t i c  and admin i s t r a t i ve  suppor t  from Headquarters 
NPFF; t o  keep Commander, NPFF cont inuous ly  informed on a l l  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  s t a t u s  of  h i s  companies; and t o  ensure  a  proper  working r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  between NPFF company commanders and t h e  p r o v i n c e / d i s t r i c t  admin­
i s t r a t i o n .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t hey  ensure t h a t  the.NPFF f i e l d  elements 
a r e  used only  f o r  t h o s e  purposes f o r  which they have been provided; 
i. e., VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  e r a d i c a t i o n  and necessary  f i e l d  ope ra t i ons  
  
a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  l e v e l .  NPFF a r e  no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  p rovid ing  t h e  
  
pe r sona l  s e c u r i t y  of  province o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s ;  t h e i r  equipment is 
 
n o t  t o  be  d i v e r t e d  t o  non-NPFF elements;  nor  should t hey  be used a s  
  
s cou t s  f o r  ARVN/RF/PF t a c t i c a l  opera t ions .  
  

e. It i s  t h e  p re roga t ive  of  t h e  province c h i e f  t o  dec ide  
  
which d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  employ NPFF as p a r t  of h i s  p rovince  plan.  H e  
  
may dec ide  t h a t :  
  

(1) The l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  has  s o  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t h a t  NPFF 
 
w i l l  be withdrawn because t hey  cannot  handle  t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
  

( 2 )  The l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  has  .so.improved t h a t  NPFF opera-  
t i o n s  w i l l  pa s s  t o  t h e  uniformed Nat iona l  Pol ice .  

f .  It i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Province Chief of P o l i c e  
' t o  ensu re  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  machinery 
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coopera te  and coord ina t e  wi th  a l l  o t h e r  government agencies  ( p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y  t h e  armed f o r c e s ) .  

g. It is t h e  t a s k  of t h e  NPFF r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  Province 
Headquarters t o  ensu re  t h a t  t h e  NPFF companies a r e  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  
e f f e c t i v e .  

h. Re la t ionsh ivs  - D i s t r i c t  C h i e f I D i s t r i c t  Chief of Pol ice1  
NPFF Company Commander. 

( 1 )  The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  w i l l  dec ide  i n  which v i l l a g e s  of 
h i s  d i s t r i c t  t h e  NPFF p la toons  w i l l  be deployed. Subsequent redeploy- 
ment w i l l  reduce t h e  ope ra t iona l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  NPFF, depending 
on the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  pos ture ,  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  the  a r e a ,  and t h e  degree 
of rappor t  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  t h e  l o c a l  populat ion.  

i. Re la t ionsh ip  - V i l l a ~ eChiefINPFF-Platoon Commander. The 
NPFF Platoon Commander w i l l  work i n  c l o s e  and c o r d i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  which h i s  p la toon  is  assigned.  
However, t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  has no a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  Platoon;  and t h e  
Platoon Commander has  no a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  Vi l l age  Chief .  The r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  of NPFF is c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  the  v i l l a g e  and hamlet author-  
it i e s . 

j. Organizat ion:  

(1) The b a s i c  NPFF u n i t  is t h e  company. 

( 2 )  Normal deployment c a l l s  f o r  one company t o  each " task  
d i s t r i c t "  ( a  d i s t r i c t  s e l e c t e d  by the  province chief  f o r  NPFF opera-  
t i o n s ) .  A t a s k  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  con ta in  s e v e r a l  " task  v i l l a g e s t f ,  which 
have beeh s e l e c t e d  by t h e  District Chief f o r  NPFF ope ra t ions .  

(3 )  The company is a f l e x i b l e  s i zed  u n i t .  The number of 
p la toons  w i l l  va ry  w i t h  the  number of t a s k  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

( 4 )  The a l l o c a t i o n  of companies t o  a province w i l l  vary  
wi th  t h e  number of t a s k  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  province. 

(5)  Weapons. Although t h e r e  is a  n a t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
TOE,allocation of weapons w i t h i n  a  platoon is a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of 
p la toon  l e a d e r  who may dec ide  t o  group a l l  shotguns, o r  a l l  BARS o r  
a l l  r i f l e s ,  o r  any combinat ion appropr i a t e  t o  'h is  t a sk .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
u n l e s s  otherwise d i r e c t e d ,  t he  squad l eade r  may group h i s  weapons. 

(6 )  Vehic les .  The a l l o c a t i o n  Bf veh ic l e s  provides  f o r  
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k. The Pub l i c  S a f e t y  Div is ion ,  MACCORD'S,i s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  

p rovid ing  a d v i s o r s  t o  t he  NPFF a s  w e l l  a s  p r o g r a m i n g  the  suppor t  pro­
vided t o  t h e  NPFP by the. United S t a t e s .  

26. MILITARY FUNCTIONAL ORm IZATION. 

a. The J o i n t  General S t a f f ,  Republic o f  Vietnam Armed Forces  
(JGS~RVNAF)is  ' t h e  s e n i o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  headqua r t e r s  i n  Vietnam. 
The Deputy Chief o f  the  JGS, RVNAF a s s i s t s  the  Chief o f  JGS i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  RVKAF and d i r e c t s  RVNAF1s support  o f  RD and P a c i f i c a t i o n  
programs. The Deputy is a l s o  t h e  comande r  and r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  Chief 
f o r  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  RF and PF a f f a i r s .  

b. The Republic o f  Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) inc ludes  t h e  
r e g u l a r  Army (ARVN), A i r  Force (WAF), Navy ( V N N ) ,Marine Corps (VNMC) 
and t h e  Regional  Force and, the Popular Force (RF/PF). The bas i c  m i s ­
s i o n s  o f  WAF and VNN a r e  t o  provide suppor t  t o  ARVN. The b a t t a l i o n s  
of  t h e  VNMC, a l o n g  w i t h  ARVN a i rbo rne  ba t t -a l ions ,  normally i n  g e n e r a l  
r e se rve ,  w i l l  be  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t he  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  a corps  com­
mander f o r  s p e c i f i c  ope ra t i ons .  Normally, RP u n i t s  a r e  under  t h e  com­
mand of t h e  province  c h i e f j s e c t o r  c o m n d e r  and PF p la toons  a r e  under  
t h e  command of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f / s u b s e c t o r  commander. The m i l i t a r y  
comm2nd eche lon  be low the  JGS/RVNAF is t h e  corps.  

c .  I n  h i s  m i l i t a r y  r o l e ,  t h e  corps  comande r  is r e spons ib l e  
f o r  a l l  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  h i s  ass igned a r e a  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

(1) The gene ra l  mission o f  t h e  ARVN, a t  co rps  l e v e l  and below, 
is t o  p l a n  and e x e c u t e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  j o i n t  m i l i t a r y  
e f f o r t ,  and t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  RF/PF and c i v i l  p a c i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t  a t  province 
leve 1. 

(2) Below corps  leve 1, ARVN is, organized  a long  conven t iona l  
US l i n e s  i n t o  d i v i s i o n s ,  regiments  and b a t t a l i o n s  (F igure  3-5). Div is ions  
a r e  a s s igned  m i l i t a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d i v i s i o n  t a c t i c a l  a r e a s  (DTA). 
Subordinate  e lenr rn ts  of  the  d i v i s i o n  may be ass igned  t a c t i c a l  a r e a s  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  (TAoR) f o r  p rovid ing  m i l i t a r y  suppor t  o f  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  
The boundaries  between DTAs and t h e  des igna t ion  o f  TAORs a r e  normally 
based on the  p r o v i n c i a  1 p o l i t i c a  1 boundaries .  

( 3 )  Divis ion ,  reg imenta l  and b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s  are 
d i spe r sed  w i t h i n  t h e  DTA, s i t e d  i n  t he  l a rge  towns and c i t ies .  Although 
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p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  p r o v i n c e s  and d i s t r i c t s ,  ARVN t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  
remain w i t h i n  t h e  ARVN c h a i n  o f  command u n l e s s  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  has  
d i r e c t e d  o t h e r w i s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  norma 1 r e  l a t i o n s h i p  be tween com­
manders o f  ARW u n i t s  and the  p r o v i n c e / d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  i s  mutual  l i a i s o n  
and c o o r d i n a t i o n .  However, when a s s i g n e d  t o  provide  t e r r i t o r i a  1 secu­
r i t y  f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  ARVN u n i t s  normal ly  w i l l  be p l a c e d  under t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s e c t o r  commander who may a l s o  be t h e  prov- 
i n c e  c h i e f .  

e. Regiona 1 Force /Popu la r  Force.1 
 
( 1 )  An RVNAF r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t u d y  r e c e n t l y  completed and 

approved by bo th  MACV and JGSIRVhTAF c a l l s  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  RWAF 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Char t s  i n  t h i s  handbook d e a l i n g  w i t h  RF/PF 
r e f l e c t  the  c u r r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  pend­
i n g  changes a s  known a t  the  t ime of p u b l i c a t i o n .  

( 2 )  The m i s s i o n  o f  Popu la r  Force (PF) p l a t o o n s  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  a  c o n t i g u o u s  b e l t  o r  zone o u t s i d e  t h e  hamlet  o r  v i l l a g e  i s  t o  conduct  
n i g h t  s a t u r a t i o n  p a t r o l s  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  and m a i n t a i n  o u t p o s t s ,  t h u s  
p r o v i d i n g  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  RD. The Popu la r  F o r c e s  o r g a n i z e  c i v i c  
groups  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  loca  1 s e c u r i t y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  Pac- 
i f  i c a t i o n  Program and a s s i s  t i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  v i t a l  highways and key 
i n s t a  1  l a t i o n s  when Regiona 1 Forces  (RF) a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  The RE com- 
pany o p e r a t i n g  th roughout  a n o t h e r  b e l t  con t iguous  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  PE, b u t  
more d i s t a n t  from t h e  hamlet  o r  v i l l a g e ,  h a s  a s i m i l a r  m i s s i o n  of  pro­
v i d i n g  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  t o  RD. Regional  Forces  w i l l  a l s o  p r o t e c t  ' v i l l a g e s ,  
hamle t s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  communications sys tems  and o t h e r  f i x e d  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  when Popu la r  Forces  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  

( 3 )  The Regional  Force /Popu la r  Force (RF/PF) is t h e  m i l i ­
t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a s s ignment  t o  t h e  com­
mand of t h e  s e c t o r  and s u b s e c t o r  commanders. Al though RF/PF i s  w i t h i n  
t h e  RVKAF command s t r u c t u r e ,  i t s  f u n c t i o n  more n e a r l y  approx imates  t h a t  
of  m i l i t i a  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  ( F i g  3-6).  I t  can be 
s e e n  from t h e  s u b p a r a g r a p h  above t h a t  i t s  m i s s i o n  i s  more l o c a l l y  o r i -  
e n t e d  t h a n  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  ARVN. I ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and equipment is  con­
s i d e r a b l y  l i g h t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  ARVN o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  con­
s e q u e n t l y  i t s  combat f i r e p o w e r  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  are n o t  comparable t o  
a n  e q u i v a l e n t  ARVN o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  
RF/PF h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  demons t ra ted  its c a p a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  RF/PF 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one-ha l f  o f  t h e  manpower i n  t h e  
Vietnamese Armed Forces .  

( 4 )  As t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h e  Regional  Force  is p rov ince  
o r i e n t e d  w h i l e  t ~ l e  Popu la r  Force is d i s t r i c t  o r i e n t e d .  T h i s  does  n o t ,  
however, p r e c l u d e  i n t e r - d i s t r i c t  o r  i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l  combat o p e r a t i o n s  
o r  l i m i t e d  d u t y  s t a t i o n  t r a n s f e r s  f o r  RF personne l .  A  t y p i c a l  prov- 
i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  shown . a t  F igure  3-7. The number o f  RF coinpanics 
w i l l  v a r y  from p r o v i n c e  t o  p r o v i n c e ,  depending upon s i z e  , p o p u l a t i o n  
and p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  p rov ince .  The same a p p l i e s  to  t h e  number o f  PF 
p l a t o o n s  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  d i s t r i c t . 
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28. 1 
STAFF EI.C!,!i 

a ,  
t o  p r o v i d e  
a c t i v i t i e s  
Revo l u  t i o i ~ :  
d i s c h a r g i n ;  
s u p e r v i s  in: 
m i l j t a r y  Eir 

b .  
lowing  r e s r  

c i v i l i a n  ap 
RVN p z c  i f i c  

and p r o g r a n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  

( 5 )  PF p la toons  u s u a l l y  a r e  assigned a s  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet 
s e c u r i t y  forces .  They a l s o  a r e  used f o r  Line of Cormnunications (LOC) 
and br idge  s e c u r i t y ,  f o r  main ta in ing  ou tpos t s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and s e c u r i t y  
p a t r o l s ,  and n i g h t  and day ambushes. General ly ,  t i e  PF is ass igned  t o  
t h e  command of t h e  subsec to r  commander, bu t  is supported l o g i s t i c a l l y  
by t h e  province Admin i s t r a t i ve  and Di rec t  Support L o g i s t i c a l  Company 
(AGDSL CO). 

( 6 )  RF u n i t s  a r e  ass igned  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  commander. He 
may r e t a i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o r  may p l ace  them under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  subsec to r  connnander. The s e c t o r  commander may employ 
multi-company formations and conduct combat opera t ions  over  a r e l a t i v e ­
l y  long period of t ime. In  some c a s e s  t h e  s e c t o r  commander w i l l  employ 
one o r  two RF companies a s  a  province r e a c t i o n  force.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  RF is  used normally f o r  t h e  defense  of t h e  more c r i t i c a l  ou tpos t s  
and forward ope ra t ing  bases  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r .  RF b a t t a l i o n s ,  whi le  
subord ina te  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  comander s ,  a r e  assigned s p e c i a l  miss ions  by 
t h e  corps.  

f .  P a r a m i l i t a r y  Forces.  The C i v i l i a n  I r r e g u l a r  Defense Group 
(CIDG) f o r c e s  a r e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  under Vietnamese S p e c i a l  Forces 
(LLDB) cormand. The LLDB a r e  advised and supported by t h e  US Army 
S p e c i a l  Forces (USASF). Since many of t h e  missions,  t a s k s  and opera-  
t i o n s  of t h e s e  f o r c e s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d ,  a d i scuss ion  of  t h e  C I D G  program 
i n  t h i s  handbook is n o t  poss ib l e .  The r eade r  may r e f e r  t o  Annex K 
(Employment of CIDG) t o  t h e  Combined Cmpaign Plan 1968, AB 143, f o r  a 
more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of CIDG f o r c e s  and t h e i r  employment. 

Sec t ion  111 

US ORGAN IZATI O N  

27. GENERAL. 

a .  The Ambassador of t h e  United S t a t e s  is t h e  pe r sona l  r ep re -  
s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P re s iden t  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t h e  Government of 
South Vietnam. He i s  t h e  s e n i o r  member of t h e  US Mission, and is  r e ­
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  conduct  of a l l  United S t a t e s  Governmental a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  Vietnam. 

b. The Embassy, J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce  
(JuSPAO), United S t a t e s  Agency f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Development (USAID), 
O f f i c e  of S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Ambassador (.0SA), and US M i l i t a r y  
Ass i s t ance  Command - Vietnam (USMACV) a r e  t h e  United S t a t e s  Government 
Agencies p r e s e n t l y  i n  Vietnam. C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  they comprise t h e  US 
Mission which is i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  US Country Team. 
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c .  The Embassy p r o v i d e s  f a c i l i t i e s  and s t a f f  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
Ambassador and is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  exchanges  be tween  t h e  US Government  
and  t h e  RVN a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  

d .  JUSPAO i s  organized t o  meet  t h e  s p e k i f i c  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  
r e q u i r e n e n t s  imposed by U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Vie tnam.  

e .  USAID i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a s s i s t i n g  and a d v i s i n g  on t h e  
deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  economy. I t  p r o v i d e s  a d v i c e  and  s u p p o r t  
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  s p e c t r u m  o f  n o n m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  Vie tnam.  

f .  USF1ACV i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o -  
v i d i n g  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t n a a  A m e d  
F o r c e s  ( R V S A F )  a n d ,  a s  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i f i e d  command u n d e r  t h e  Cocrrlander 
i n  C h i e f ,  P a c i f i c  (CISCPAC), f o r  t h e  corrxand o f  US m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  coi . -  
m i t t e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  RVN.  By a g r e e m e n t ,  COZVSYWCV c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  2c -  
t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  n i l i t z r y  f o r c e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  by o t h e r  F r e f  World X a t i o n s  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R V N .  

g .  The t o p  c o o r d i n a t i n g  body is  t h e  US 3 l i s s i o n  C o u n c i l .  The 
c o u n c i l  i s  c!so t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r y  body t o  t h e  Ait?tbassador. The s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  o r  s e n i o r  ember o f  e a c h  US agency  i s  a menber o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  
Counc i1. 

28. CIVII, OI'ZRATIOXS AND KEVOI..LTIOIIz\RY DEVELO=hT SUPPCI?T, (COI?DS) 
STAFF EI.,F!.lCi;T -0RG:ZN--. - -IZAT 10:; .-- .- - ­

a .  The Co~nenc !e r ,  US>!ACV (CO>IL'S:.SCV) h a s  th;: r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  p r o v i d e  s i n ; l e  rnanagcr d i r e c t i o n  of a l l  US c i v i l / m i l i t a r y  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  R V N .  The Deputy  t o  CO?xS?L4CV f o r  C i v i l  Cpsra: ions and 
R e v o l v t  i o i l a ry  Development  S u p p o r t  (CORDS) is r e s p g n s  i b l e  t o  CO!.!US>LICV f o r  
d i s c h a r g i n g  t h e s e  d u t i e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h e  i s  c h a r g e d  by CO?XJS>IACV 
s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  f  o m . u l a t i o n  and e x e c u t i o n  o f  a 11 p o l i c i e s  and  F r o g r s n s ,  
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n ,  wh ich  s u p p o r t  t h e  RVXfs p a c i f i c a t i o n  pr0grF.n. 

b .  The A s s i s t a n t  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  CORDS, i s  a s s i g n e d  t h e  f o l ­
lowing  r e s p o n s  i b i l i t l e s :  

( 1 )  A d v i s e  COi.XJSFLiCV, FNCV s t a f f  e l e m e n t s ,  and a l l .  US 
c i v i l i a n  a g e n c i e s  o n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  US c i v i l / m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
RVN p z c i f i c a t  i o n  program.  

( 2 )  Deve lop  j o i n t  and  combined p l a n s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  
and  programs c o n c e r n i n g  US c i v i l ! m i l i t e r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  RVK a u t h o r i t i e s .  
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( 3 )  S u p e r v i s e  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  p l a n s  and  programs f o r  US 
 
c i v i l / m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  o f  p a c i f i c 2 t i o n .  
  

( 4 )  P r o v i d e  a d v i c e  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t%e RV?;, i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  N i n i s t r y  o f  R e v o l u t i o n ? r y  Dev~lopmen' ,  (X33D),  IIVSAF, J o i n t  Generz! 
S t a f f  (JGS), and o t h e r  R V X  a g e n c i e s  on US c i v i l / m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  US a d v i s o r y  and l o g i s t i c a l  . s u p p o r t .  

(5 )  Deve lop  r e q u i r e n c n t s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  a s s e t s  
  
(US and R V N )  t o  s u p p o r t  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  
  

( 6 )  S e r v q a s  t h e  c o n t a c t  p o i n t  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  a g z n c i e s  
f o r  RD p r o g r a T s .  > ! a i n t a i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  s u p p o r t i r . 5  a 2 2 n c i s s  i n  r e p r e s e n t -  
i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  c i v i l  non-E3 progra;:s an? a c t i v i t i 2 s  ir! t he  f i e ; ? , .  
M a i n t a i - h d.ir_e& o p t r a t i o n n i  C o T : ~ ~ : ~ ~ i 1 i c ~ E  i o n s  w i t h  f i e l d  elc::3-nts f o r  t h e 3 2  

r 'h 

p r c g r a n s .  

, .( 7 )  Be r e s ? e n s i S l e  f o r  p r o g r v n  coa rGlnp . t i on  w i r h  t h e  
v a r i o u s  US m i s s i o n  c i v i l  a2cn:ics  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  anrl irnple.-. :snting cf 
co r r zun i ty  deve lopmen t  and n - t i o n  bui !d ins  a c t i v i t i e s .  

(8)  P r o v i d e  a :.!!(.C7! f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  esonoc;ic w a r f ~ r e  
i n c l u d i n g  p c p u l a t i o n  and r e s o u r c e s  c o n t r o l  acd  Eor c i v i c  2 . c t i ox  by 
US f o r c e s .  

( 9 )  E v a l u ~ ~ ~ ~a l l  c i ~ . ~ i l / m i l i t a r y  p i ~ c lE i c e t i c n  n c t  i v i t i 2 s  
i n c l u d i n s  t::? p r o v i s i o n  o: t z r r  i ~ ~ i i a ls e c u r i t l -  f o r  p2ci . f  i c z t  :'an hl.7 
US/FWli.%F/;:.'.':i m i l i t a r y  force . ;  r z p o r t  on t h e  p r c z r e s s ,  ~ t a t u . ' j , zp:'? 
problems o f  p ~ c i f i c a t i o n  s u p p o r t .  

( 1 0 )  Act  on  a l l  p a c i f i c a t i o n  suppor :  p o l i c y  nF.tcers P E T ­

t a i n i n g  ko s u b o r d i n a t e  e c h e l o n s .  

( 1 1 )  D i r e c t  e d v i s o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  RLT on 
p a c i f i c a t i o r l  m a t t e r s .  

( 1 2 )  E x e r c i s e  o v e r a l l  s t a f f  m o n i t o r s h i p ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  HQ EACV s t a f f  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  o f  prln!a.ry s t a f f  
i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  t h e  RF/PF A d v i s o r y  G r o t ~ p  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h c  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t .  

c .  Region/CTZ: The s t a f f  e l emcn t  o r z a n i z a t i o n  f o r  CORDS 
conforms generally t o  F i g u r e  3 - 8  a l l o w i n g  f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  it-! t h ~  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e ~ i o n s  o r  Corps  T c c t i c a l  Z o n ~ s(CTZ), Frov ­
i n c e s ,  and d i s t r i c t s .  

http:prln!a.ry
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(1)  The Deputy f o r  C i v i l  Opera t ions  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Deve l o ~ r . e r ,  t S u p p o r t  t o  t h e  Force  Cor ;~xnder /Sen io r  A d v i s o r  (SA)  i n  a l l  
t h e  c o r p s  i s  a  c i v i l i a n .  He i s  charged w i t h  s u p e - m i s i n g  t h e  formula ­
t i o n  and e x c c u t i o n  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  p lans ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and pro-  
grams which s u p p o r t  t h e  R W l s  p a c i f i c a t i o n  program i n c l u d i n g  c i v i c  
a c t i o n  p e r f o r n e d  by US u n i t s .  

( 2 )  The Deputy S e n i o r  Advisor  (DSA) a s s i s t s  t h e  Deputy 
  
f o r  CORDS i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  R k S F  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  pac- 
  
i f i c a t i o n .  
  

( 3 )  The A s s i s t a n t  Deputy f o r  CO?JS a t  region/CTZ l e v e l  
i s  a c i v i l i a n .  He heads  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  c i v i l j r n i l i t a r y  s t a f f  which 
pa ra  l l e  1s t h e  >L-\CCOXlS o r g a n i z ~ t i o n .  He a l s o  d i r e c t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
based RD-re la ted  and non-i2D t e c h n i c a l  programs. 

d .  P rov ince .  

( 1 )  An i n t e g r a t e d  ~ i l i t a r y j c i v i l i a n  a d v i s o r y  t e a =  i s  
a s s i g n e d  t o  each p r o v i n c e .  

( 2 )  The p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  i s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  team 
c h i e f .  He nay be  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n .  The p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  
i s  chosen by t h e  Force  Co:,n:zinder/Senior Advisor  and h i s  d e p u t y  f o r  
CORDS, w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  oE t h e  Deputy CO:,IL'S>WCV o f  COHIS. I f  t h e  
p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  i s  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  depu ty  p r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  a d v i -  
s o r  must be  c i v i l i a n  and v i c e  v e r s a .  

( 3 )  The p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  r e c e i v e s  o p e r a t i o n a l  
d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  Deputy f o r  CORDS t o  t h e  Force  Comlander /Senior  
A d v i s o r . ,  P r o v i n c e  teams r e c e i v e  m i l i t a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s ­
t i c a l  s u p p o r t  from t h e  ARVX d i v i s i o n  a d v i s o r y  teams. 

( 4 )  Where ARVK u n i t s  a r e  i n  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  o f  p a c i f i c a ­
t i o n  i n  a  p r o v i n c e ,  a d v i s o r s  t o  t h e s e  u n i t s  w i l l  be u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a -  
t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r .  

( 5 )  The p r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  s e r v e s  as p r i n c i p a l  
a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f .  However, t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e  w i l l  be g i v e n  
t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f  o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  by t h e  most  q u a l i f i e d  
member o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  team. The p r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  must b e  made 
aware  of  t h e  a d v i c e  g i v e n  and w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s  t o  which t h i s  
a d v i c e  w i l l  conform. 

e .  D i s t r i c t .  

http:lo~r.er
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( 2 )  The d i s t r i c t  t e a  a d v i s e s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  on ILL­

t a r y / c i v i l  m a t t e r s  and implements a l l  US m i l i t a r y / c i v i l  s u p p o r t  programs 
w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

( 3 )  The d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  is t h e  d i s t r i c t  tecliil c h i s f .  
He i s  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  g i t h  t h e  concur rence  of  thc 

. .
Deputy f o r  CO?JS t o  t h e  Force Cornander/SX. The d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a L  v l ~ o r  
and t h e  depu ty  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  may be e i t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n .  If 
one i s  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  o t h e r  must be c i v i l i a n  i f  t h e r e  is  a c i v i l i a n  r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r e s e n t  a t  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l .  . 

29. US MILITAZY ORGANIZATIOX . 9 

a .  USK4CV i s  t h e  US miss ion  agency charged w i t h  t h e  respon-  
s i b i l i t y  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  o f  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  By e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  i n f l u s n c e  
through a d v i s o r y  c h a n n e l s ,  XACV gu ides  and a d v i s e s  ARVN i n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  
of t h a t  p a r t  of i t s  m i s s i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  of p e c i f i ­
c a t i o n .  By v i r t u e  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o m a n d  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  US m i l i t a r y  
components and o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  F r e e  World N i l i t a r y  A s s i s t a n c e  
Forces  (FIRIAF), FlACV a s s i g n s  m i s s i o n s  t o  i t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  c o m a n d s r s  
which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o r  d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t .  

b. US M i l i t a r y  Advisory O r g a n i z a t i o n :  

( 1 )  US a d v i s o r y  detachments  a r e  provided t o  t h e  RmAF 
r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  down t o  b a t t a l i o n  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  l e v e l  ( F i g  3-9) .  The 
a d v i s o r y  c h a i n  of c o m a n d  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  RVNAF c h a i n  o f  command. The 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  US a d v i s o r y  detachment a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  inde­
pendent comnunica t ion  c a p a b i l i t y  which p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  o f  ARVN, ex tend ing  
from USMACV through  c o r p s ,  d i v i s i o n  and regiment  t o  b a t t a l i o n .  

( 2 )  The US Force  Commander i n  I, I1 and 11'1CTZ a l s o  
f u n c t i o n s  as t h e  S e n i o r  Advisor .  T h i s  d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  CG,  
111 FlAF, CG,  I FFORCEV and CG, I1 FFORCEV a l l o w s  e f f e c t i v e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
between RVNAF and US/FWiAF u n i t s  c o n d u c t i n g  combat o p e r a t i o n s  i n  sup- 
p o r t  of p a c i f i c a t i o n .  IV Corps,  which does  no t  have a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
US t a c t i c a l  c o m a n d e r ,  h a s  o n l y  a  S e n i o r  Advisor  and a d v i s o r y  detachment .  

( 3 )  W i t h i n  each  c o r p s  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  a t  e a c h  eche lon  
is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  US m i l i t a r y  a d v i s o r y  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
a r e a  encompassed by h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  commander. The p r o v i n c e  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r  i s  s u p e r v i s e d  by t h e  c o r p s  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  o f  t h e  c o r p s  i n  which 
t h e  p r o v i n c e  is l o c a t e d .  

( 1 )  COMUSMACV e x e r c i s e s  o p e r a t i o n a l  command t h r o u g h  t h e  
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e g i m e n t  

;a t ta l ion  

se rv ice  component' com~~anders over a l l  US forces in  the  RVN . The FWMAF 
maintain t h e i r  na t iona l  ident i ty ,  but .by agreement are under the  opera- 

. .tional c.ontro1 of COMUSMACV . 
(2) The'primary respons ib i l i ty  of US/FWMAF is the des tmc-  

t i o n  of  VC/NVA main force u n i t s  and neut ra l iza t ion  of VC/NVA base areas. 
US/FWMAF w i l l  a l s o ' c ~ n d u c tmi l i t a ry  operat ions i n  support of RD within 
assigned Tac t i ca l  Areas of Responsibility (TAOR) and i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
US/FWMAF base areas.  ' 
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TACTICS AND.TECHNIQUES 
 

Section I 
 

GENERAL 
 

51. In Chapter 1, Section 11, the concepts and objectives of pac- 
ification 'were discussed. The overall strategic concept includes these 
separate but mutually supporting tasks: 

a. Military Offensive. USIFWMAF have been assigned primary 
 
responsibility for conducting the military offensive.to defeat the VC/ 
 
NVA main force units. RVNAF participates in this task when possible 
 
in conjunction with their primary task of military support of pac- 
 
ification. It should be noted that in N CTZ, RVNAF currently has the 
 
primary task for the military offensive as well as the support of pac-
 
if ication. 
 

b. Revolutionary Development. RVNAF and GVN civil elements 
 
conduct this task with RVNAF having the primary responsibility for 
 
providing territorial security for RD. USIFWMAF is assigned this 
 
responsibility when directed by COMUSMACV. This task is conducted in 
 
three phases which are clearing, securing, and developing. 
 

c. Nation Building. Government of Vietnam civil elements 
 
conduct this task with assistance of USIFW civil agencies to complete 
 
the development of a nation-wide political, economic and social insti- 
 
tutions necessary for a viable, free noncommunist Republic of Vietnam. 
 

52. This chapter will present certain of the tactics and tech- 
niques applicable to operations of the military offensive and those in 
support of pacification when US/FWMAF/RVmAF are supporting a GVN/US 
civil effort. In all cases, military operations should be so conduct- 
ed as to be integrated fully with civil pacification objectives. 

Section I1 
 

TACTICS 
 

53. USIARVN doctrine and tactics are being reviewed continuously 
to determine their adequacy and effectiveness in the combat environ- 
ment of Vietnam. This continual review has iroved that combat doctrine 
as published and taught in US service schools i: valid for application* 
in Vietnam. The "Handbook for US Forces in Vietnam", April 1967, is 
a valuable source of tactical guidance in cbncentrated form to augment 
the standard doctrinal sources. Additionally, tlCombat Tips" and 

http:offensive.to
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ULessons Learnedu a r e  publfshed by the  va r ious  headquar te rs  from time 
t o  time Po update  d o c t r i n e  and t o  disseminate  information on succes s fu l  
combat t a c t i c s  and techniques.  This  body of d o c t r i n e  i s  v a l i d  f o r  and 
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  conduct of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f ens ive  and m i l i t a r y  
ope ra t ions  i n  suppor t  of p a c i f i c a t i o n .  In  a c t u a l i t y ,  m i l i t a r y  support  
of p a c i f i c a t i o n  i s  a u n i t  mission, not  a s p e c i s l  and i d e n t i f i a b l e  m i l i ­
t a r y  maneuver. In  o r d e r  t o  accomplish t h i s  mission,  u n i t s  w i l l  employ 
s tandard  t a c t i c s  and techniques  adapted a s  necessary  t o  meet t h e  r e ­
quirements of t e r r a i n ,  enemy forces ,  and r u l e s  of engagement. 

> 1 

54. In t h e  i n i t i a l  phase of p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  o f f e n s i v e  ope ra t ions  a r e  
conduc,ted t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r ea .  By d e f i n i t i o n ,  an a r e a  is c l e a r e d  when 
organized VCINVA main f o r c e  and g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s  have been des t royed  o r  
ev i c t ed .  During t h i s  phase, t he  c l e a r i n g  fo rces  normally w i l l  ope ra t e  
inlcompany and b a t t a l i o n  s i z e  opera t ions ,  a l though regiment o r  d i v i s i o n  
s i z e  ope ra t ions  may be requi red  i n i t i a l l y ,  depending on VCINVA capa­
b i l i t i e s  and probable  r e a c t i o n .  Later,  when t h e  VC/NVA cannot  opera te  
i n  l a rge  formations,  t h e  c l e a r i n g  force  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  co r -  
respondingly i n  s m a l l e r  formations covering l a r g e r  a r eas .  S a t u r a t i o n  
p a t r o l l i n g ,  day and n i g h r  opera t ions ,  and search  and d e s t r o y  opera t ions  
w i l l  be conducted t o  l o c a t e ,  engage, and des t roy  remaining main fo rce  
and l o c a l  g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s .  Psychological opera t ions  w i l l  be conducted 
i n  support  of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  wi th  emphasis on persuading t h e  VC/NVA 
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  cad res  t o  defec t  from t h e  VC/NXrA cause  and r a l l y  
t o  t h e  GVN. In coo rd ina t ion  wi th  province o f f i c i a l s ,  s h o r t  term, 
high impact c i v i c  a c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a r e  acconplished. The a r e a  w i l l  be 
outposted t o  g i v e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and e a r l y  warning of enemy movements. 
Larger scale o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  move outward t o  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  a r e a  
undergoing c l e a r i n g  andlor  i n  ad jacent  a r eas ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent  t h e  
VC/NVA from r e e n t e r i n g .  During c l e a r i n g ,  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be 
o r i e n t e d  on t h e  enemy w i t h i n  a  des igna ted  a rea .  

55 .  In s e c u r i n g  an  a rea ,  continued emphasis i s  placed on smal l  
u n i t  ope ra t ions  (company and p la toon) ,  ou tpos t ing ,  day and n igh t  am­
bushes,  and s e c u r i t y  missions.  M i l i t a r y  opera t ions  a r e  o r i e n t e d  on 
providing a r e a  s e c u r i t y ,  but a r e  cha rac t e r i zed  by aggres s ive  of fen-  
s i v e  ope ra t ions  throughout  t he  a rea .  Psychological  ope ra t ions ,  par­
t i c u l a r l y  i n  c i v i c  a c t i o n s ,  a r e  i n t e n s i f i e d .  Securing con t inues  u n t i l  
t h e  VC c a p a b i l i t y  is reduced t o  i nd iv idua l  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  
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5 6 .  CORDON AND SEARCH. 

a. The CORDON AND SEARCH may be used a lone  o r  may be ~ i n t e -  
g ra t ed  wi th  t h e  County F a i r ,  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  o r  Go Team, which w i l t  be 
d iscussed  l a t e r .  The concept of t he  CORDON AND SEARCH ope ra t ion  i s  t o  
form a  blockade around t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  - usua l ly  a  hamlet - prevent 
movement i n t o  o r  ou t  of t h e  t a r g e t  a r ea  with one fo rce ,  and then con- 
duct  a d e t a i l e d  sea rch  wi th  a s e p a r a t e  force .  The CORDON AND SEARCH 
is most e f f e c t i v e  when t h e  cordon i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i l e n t l y  and under t h e  
cover  of  darkness .  This  f r equen t ly  w i l l  e n t r a p  d r a f t  evaders ,  d e s e r t e r s ,  
and l o c a l  g u e r r i l l a s  o r  VC l o c a l  fo rces  who have spent  t he  n igh t  i n  t h e  
hamlet; t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  cordoning fo rces  must main ta in  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and 
be prepared t o  engage enemy fo rces  i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter  a s  we l l  a s  ou t ­
s i d e  t h e  per imeter .  

b. Although t h e  cordoning force  may be ARVN, US, o r  FWbIAF, 
t he  searching  f o r c e  should always be Vietnamese. They may be ARVN, 
RF/PF o r  NPFF. The searching  fo rce  should r ece ive  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  
on t h e  t a c t i c s  and techniques of conducting a search ,  should be o r ­
ganized i n t o  sea rch  teams, each wi th  s p e c i f i c  assikned t a s k s ,  and 
should be b r i e f e d  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r ea  o r  hamlet t o  be searched.  
Whenever poss ib le , .  a e r i a l  photographs o r  a sand t a b l e  should be used 
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d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  each team l e a d e r  knows and under ­
s t a n d s  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  


c .  For  t h e  purpose  of t h e  fo l lowing  d j s c u s s i o n ,  a s i z e a b l e  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r c e  i s  assumed, i . e . ,  a n  RF company. The a c t u a l  s e a r c h i n g  
f o r c e  may be c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r ,  b u t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  s t i l l  a p p l y .  
Each man, team, squad ,  o r  p l a t o o n  must be s e l e c t e d  f o r ,  t r a i n e d  f o r ,  
and p r e f e r a b l y  r e h e a r s e d  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  j o b  d u r i n g  a s p e c i f i c  s e a r c h  
phase.  The s e a r c h  w i l l  pr0duc.e proper  r e s u l t s  o n l y  when i t  i s  w e l l  
c o o r d i n a t e d  and c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  d u r i n g  e x e c u t i o n .  The s e a r c h  
shou ld  be a s  thorough a s  t ime permi t s :  a s loppy  o r  h a l f 5 e a r t e d  s e a r c h  
d o e s  n o t  a c h i e v e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  

d .  The s e a r c h  o p e r a t i o n  can  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  two phases  ­
f i r s t ,  t h e  sweep, and second ,  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  s e a r c h .  P r i o r  t o  i n i t i a ­
t i n g  t h e  sweep, t h e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r c e  moves a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  b e f o r e  d e t e c t i o n .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  movement w i l l  be made under  
t h e  c o v e r  of d a r k n e s s ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  l i g h t  and n o i s e  d i s c i p l i n e .  

e .  Sweep. 

(1) The sweep phase shou ld  be  conducted r a p i d l y ,  t a k i n g  
advan tage  of t h e  e lement  of s u r p r i s e .  The purpose o f  t h e  sweep i s  t o  
i n s p e c t  r a p i d l y  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  s e i z e  arms, ammunition,  o r  o t h e r  
con t raband  b e f o r e  i t  can  be hidden;  d e t e c t  any obvious  booby t r a p s ;  
immobi l ize  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ;  and apprehend a n y  s u s p e c t e d  p e r s o n s  f o r  
f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The sweep must be execu ted  r a p i d l y  and  d e c i s i v e ­
l y .  The p h y s i c a l  l a y o u t  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  ob­
j e c t i v e  a r e a  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  sweep be  conducted o n l y  from one 
p o i n t .  It w i l l  be  more e f f e c t i v e ,  however, i f  a converg ing  sweep can  
be i n i t i a t e d  from two o r  more approaches .  

(2)  The sweep phase i s  t e r m i n a t e d  when t h e  e n t i r e  o b j e c ­
t i v e  a r e a  h a s  been g i v e n  a v i s u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  when r e s i s t a n c e  o r  t h e  
t h r e a t  of r e s i s t a n c e  by en t rapped  VC f o r c e s  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  Sweep 
f o r c e s  a lways must be  p repared  f o r  o f f e n s i v e  combat i f  r e s i s t a n c e  de ­
v e  lops .  

f .  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  sweep should i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f u n c t i o n a l  teams, which may c o n s i s t  of from two o r  t h r e e  men t o  a squad 
i n  s t r e n g t h :  

(1) Command Group: M a i n t a i n s  o v e r a l l  cormnand and c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  s e a r c h  o p e r a t i o n .  M a i n t a i n s  cormnuhication w i t h  t h e  commander 
o f  t h e  cordon ing  f o r c e  and w i t h  t h e  overa 11 commander f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

(2 )  Sub-Command G r o u ~ :  I f  two o r  more s e a r c h  s e c t o r s  a r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e a c h  s h o u l d  have a s e n i o r  NCO o r  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  charge .  
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The commander s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  r a d i o  conunun~ications w i t h  the s e a r c h  f o r c e  
c o m a n d e r .  He shou ld  c o n t r o l  d i r e c t l y  t h e  f i r e  s u p p o r t  team. 

( 3 )  F i r e  Suppor t  Team: T h i s  team c o r l s i s t s  o f  a  minimum 
of  one a u t o m a t i c  r i f l e  o r  l i g h t  machine gun, w i t h  crew. It d i s p l a c e s  
as r e q u i r e d  under  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  commander o r  sub-commander s o  a s  t o  
be p repared  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s  t o  s e a r c h - t e a m s  i f  o p p o s i t i o n  
  
i s  encoun te red .  I f  converg ing  s e c t o r s  o f  s e a r c h  a r e  b e i n g  used ,  c a r e  
  
must be e x e r c i s e d  t o  p r e c l u d e  endanger ing f r i e n d l y  p e r s o n n e l .  
  

(4) S e a r c h  Teams: T h i s  team c o n d u c t s  a r a p i d  v i s u a l  
s e a r c h  of e a c h  h a b i t a t i o n  and i t s  sur round ing  ground. During t h e  
sweep, emphasis is on m a i n t a i n i n g  speed,  t o  s e a r c h  as r a p i d l y  a s  pos ­
s i b l e  t o  d e t e c t  c o n t r a b a n d  o r  apprehend s u s p i c i o u s  p e r s o n s  b e f o r e  t h e y  
can  be hidden.  I f  such  a r e  l o c a t e d ,  t h e y  shou ld  be  t a k e n  immediate ly  
t o  t h e  command g r o u p  f o r  s a f e  keep ing  by o n l y  one o r  two o f  t h e  s e a r c h  
team w h i l e  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  team c o n t i n u e s  t h e  s e a r c h .  The s e a r c h  
team shou ld  be  equipped w i t h  s i g n s ,  marking t a p e ,  o r  o t h e r  means of  
marking booby t r a p s  o r  mines f o r  l a t e r  d e s t r u c t i o n .  The l o c a t i o n  of 
mines,  booby t r a p s ,  t u n n e l s ,  and underground bunkers  shou ld  be  r e p o r t -  
ed immediately t o  t h e  command group.  

(5)  Loud Speaker  Team: A p o r t a b l e  b u l l  horn  o r  loud 
speaker  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r a p i d  and p o s i t i v e  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  a  minimum o f  one loud s p e a k e r  
p e r  s e a r c h  s e c t o r  under  t h e  immediate c o n t r o l  of  t h e  c o m a n d e r / s u b -  
commander shou ld  be  p rov ided .  

g. Tunne l s  and bunkers  normal ly  w i l l  no t  be  s e a r c h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  sweep however, s u r v e i l l a n c e  of  e n t r a n c e s  must b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  Smoke 
o r  CS may b e  p l a c e d  i n s i d e  f o r  immediate f l u s h i n g  a c t i o n .  I f  a n  ex-  
t e n s i v e  network o f  t u n n e l s  i s  d e t e c t e d ,  t h e  s e a r c h  commander may con ­
s i d e r  t h i s  t o  be a s u f f i c i e n t  t h r e a t  s o  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  a s u s p e n s i o n  of  
t h e  sweep and a n  i n i t i a t i o n  of  a d e l i b e r a t e  s e a r c h ,  which i n c l u d e s  
t u n n e l  f l u s h i n g  and d e s t r u c t i o n / d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  I f  s i g n i f i c a n t  

, 	 o p p o s i t i o n  is e n c o u n t e r e d ,  t h e  cordon ing  f o r c e  may r e i n f o r c e  t h e  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r c e  and reduce  t h e  hamlet  by normal combat a c t i o n .  

h. D e l i b e r a t e  Search .  

( 1 )  Upon c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  sweep, t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  s e a r c h  
phase of  t h e  s e a r c h  o p e r a t i o n  is  i n i t i a t e d .  T h i s  phase  is  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z d  by a d e t a i l e d  and m e t h o d i c a l  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  . e n t i r e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  
The s e a r c h  f o r c e  is  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  f u n c t i o n a l  teams, each  o f  which h a s  
r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  and i s  equipped t o  c a r r y  o u t  a s p e c i f i c  s e a r c h  p ro -  
cedure .  
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(2) Mines and booby t raps  must be located, marked and 
neutral ized o r  destroyed. 

(3) Tunnels t h a t  have been by-passed and kept under 
surveil lance during the  sweep phase a r e  flushed with CS o r  smoke; 
e i t h e r  may cause personnel inside t o  come out  and a l s o  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  
detect ing addi t ional  tunnel entrances. Considerable success has been 
experienced employing tunnel search teams which ac tua l ly  make a de- 
t a i l e d  search of the  tunnel complex t o  k i l l  orecapture  the  enemy and 
capture weapons, documents, and other  supplies. 

(4) Each house o r  hut receives a methodical search. 
Walls and roofs a r e  tapped o r  probed t o  de tec t  hiding places o r  con- 
traband. Floors a r e  probed. A few bucketfuls of water spread evenly 
over the  f l o o r  frequently w i l l  detect  buried objects ,  a s  recently 
disturbed e a r t h  is  more porous than the packed ea r th  and absorbs water 
f a s t e r .  Flagstones or  hearth stones a re  examined ca re fu l ly  f o r  evid- 
ence of being removable and, i f  i n  doubt, a r e  l i f t e d  and the  area be- 
neath probed. Again, water poured over the  area  w i l l  be absorbed more 
rapidly between stones t h a t  have been disturbed. Family a l t a r s  a r e  
examined ca re fu l ly  but with consideration f o r  the re l ig ious  sens i -  
t i v i t i e s  of the  inhabitant.  Sleeping platforms a r e  dismantled and 
searched, the  ea r th  probed. Frequently, glazed pot tery  jugs a r e  
dug i n  beneath the  sleeping platforms, t o  be used f o r  hasty s h e l t e r  
o r  storage. These jugs a r e  l i f t e d  and the  i n t e r i o r  of the hole 
examined and probed. Conventional mine sweeping gear  o r  o ther  meta l l ic  
detectors  may be used t o  sweep the walls and roof, but the  usual amount 
of random metal - t i e  w-ires, n a i l s  and scrap - usually gives a high 
percentage of f a l s e  reading. Exterior and i n t e r i o r  measurements a r e  
taken t o  determine i f  walls  o r  par t i t ions  of unusual thickness a r e  
present. Bagged r i c e  is probed or, i f  possible, weighed on an 
improvised beam s c a l e  t o  determine i f  any contraband is  hidden in- 
s ide. 

(5) The outside area is examined ca re fu l ly  t o  de tec t  
evidence of buried objects ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  around and under bushes and 
trees.  Tree trunks a r e  tapped with a hammer o r  rock t o  locate hidden 
openings. Caches frequently a re  located on platforms hidden by the  
fo l iage  on the  t r e e  limbs. Wells must be inspected ca re fu l ly  by a 
search team member physically descending inside; tunnels frequently 
a r e  constructed ex i t ing  in to  well 'shafts .  Fish weirs and holding 
ponds must be examined ca re fu l ly  f o r  underwater entrances t o  caves 
o r  tunnels. Grave sites should be examined ca re fu l ly  but with 
consideration f o r  the r e l ig ious  s e n s i t i v i t i e s  of the  local  inhabieant. 

( 6 )  Care must be exercised t o  re turn  the  searched area  
t o  its normal s t a t e  of order and repa i r  a s  i n  those cases where no 
evidence of enemy complicity is .found. 
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i. Added d e t a i l s  which must be considered a r e  t h a t :  

(1) The search  f o r c e  commander must a l l d c a t e  t a sks  and 
a r e a s  t o  ensure  t h a t  t he  e n t i r e  a r e a  is subjec ted  t o  a d e t a i l e d  search .  

( 2 )  The s e n i o r  member of t h e  family,  p r e f e r a b l e  t he  male 
member, should be i : . s ide  the  house wi th  the  search  team dur ing  the  
search.  This  w i l l  tend t o  discourage loo t ing  by the sea rch  team. 
Af t e r  t h e  search,  has  been completed, the  search  fo rce  commander assembles 
t he  hamlet e l d e r s  and determines i f  any loo t lng  was done by the  sea rch  
teams. 

(3)  During the  d e l i b e r a t e  s ea rch  of t h e  a r e a ,  i n t e r roga ­
t i o n  teams assemble t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  conduct a documentation inspec-  
t i o n ,  and a s  app ropr i a t e ,  conduct. a  d e t a i l e d  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of s e l e c t e d  
s u b j e c t s .  

59. COMBINED CORDON AND SEARCH T E C H N I U .  

a .  Three s p e c i f i c  v a r i a t i o n s  of cordon and sea rch  have been 
developed i n  Vietnam. Each of t hese  u t i l i z e  both US and Vietnamese 
personnel .  Although these  techniques may be used during support  of RD,  
they a r e  used p r imar i ly  dur ing  c l e a r i n g  opera t ions .  These techniques 
a r e : 

( 1 )  The Hamlet F e s t i v a l .  

( 2 )  The Go Team. 

( 3 )  The County Fa i r .  

b. Bas ica l ly ,  t h e  th ree  techniques a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  t h a t  a l l  
include t h e  cordoning of t h e  hamlet s e l e c t e d  f o r  t he  ope ra t ion ,  a 
search  of t h e  hamlet by GVN fo rces ,  and f i n a l l y ,  conduct of PSYOP f o r  
the  purpose of evidencing GVN concern f o r  t h e  people of t he  a r ea .  
F i r s t ,  the  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  concept w i l l  be descr ibed i n  b r i e f .  Then 
the  Go Team and County F a i r  w i l l  be covered, po in t ing  out  t h e  s i g n i f -  
i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  which r e q u i r e  ampl i f i ca t ion .  

c .  Annex B desc r ibes  t he  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  laycut  and t a s k  
o rgan iza t ion  and func t ions  of t h e  RVNAF teams of the  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  
conceived and employed by t h e  1 s t  US I n f a n t r y  Dis i s ion . .  The phys ica l  
layout  and the  t a sk  o rgan iza t ion  shown i n  t h e  annex a r e  i d e a l i z e d ;  
both may vary according t o  t e r r a i n ,  equipment a v a i l a b l e ,  and miss ion  
requirements.  
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60. HAMLET FESTIVAL. 
 

a .  The Hamle-t F e s t i v a l  ope ra t i on  concep tua l ly  inc ludes  t h r e e  
components: t h e  e x t e r n a l  cordon of m i l i t a r y  fo rc&s ;  t h e  s ea rch  f o r c e ,  
always Vietnamese; and t h e  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  fo rce ,  a l s o  Vietnamese. 
These o p e r a t e  a s  a permanent t a s k  f o r c e  under 1 conbined s t a f f  of US 
and GVN personnel .  It i s  used most p r o f i t a b l y  where m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  
and GVN c i v i l  i n f luence  a r e  planned t o  be permanent. 

b. In  t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t i on ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  moves i n  under  
cove r  o f  darkness  and e s t a b l i s h e s  a cordon around t h e  hamlet: t h e  s ea rch  
f o r c e  t hen  e n t e r s .  A s  t h e  s ea rch  fo rce  e n t e r s ,  VC, ARVN d e s e r t e r s ,  and 
o t h e r  i l l e g a l  r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  a t tempt  t o  escape: t h e  cordon f o r c e  w i l l  
apprehend them. The s e a r c h e r s ,  normally RF/PF o r  NPFF u n i t s ,  assemble 
a l l  males and females i n  t h e  15-45 age bracke t  and s c r e e n  them. Search 
techniques  a r e  d i s cus sed  i n  paragraph 58. 

c. A s  t h i s  s ea rch  is being conducted, t h e  remaining hamlet 
r e s i d e n t s  a r e  assembled f o r  a Hamlet F e s t i v a l .  The purpose of  t h i s  
phase of t he  o p e r a t i o n  is t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  people t o  i n t e n s i v e  propaganda 
f o r  t h e  purpose of i n d i c a t i n g  t o  them t h a t  t h e r e  does e x i s t  concern f o r  
t h e i r  we l f a r e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  GVN. Food, c l o t h i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
adv ice ,  medical  a t t e n t i o n ,  a l l  t he se  a r e  u t i l i z e d  a s  m a t e r i a l  evidences 
o f  t h e  GVN concern. In a d d i t i o n ,  I D  c a r d s  and , fami ly  i d e n t i t y  books 
are i s sued  and l e c t u r e s  and en te r ta inment  a r e  provided. 

61. GO TEAM. 

a.  
r e s p e c t s : 

The Go Team d i f f e r s  from t h e  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  i n  t h e s e  

(1 )  A combined s t a f f  f o r  t h e  ope ra t i on  is  no t  requi red .  

( 2 )  The purpose of t h e  ope ra t i on  is no t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
permanent GVN presence ,  but  r a t h e r  t o  a s s i s t  t he  p rog re s s  of  a  m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n  by c l e a r i n g  hamlets  i n  t h e  ope ra t i on  a r e a  and by provid ing  
ev idence  of GVN concern  f o r  t h e  people even though'adequate  s e c u r i t y  
is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of r evo lu t iona ry  development 
tearns. 

b. The o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  team is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  conduct of  
t h e  Hamlet F e s t i v a l ,  except  t h a t  a formal f e s t i v a l  l ayout  is no t  used. 
The Go Team c o n s i s t s  o f :  

( 1 )  P o l i c e  o r  RF/PF u n i t s  who conduct t h e  s ea rch  and 
e l i c i t  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

(2) A s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  Vietnamese team which o p e r a t e s  
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w i t h  t h e  US u n i t ' a n d  a s s i s t s  i n  conducting n i g h t  ambushes and p a t r o l s .  

(3) H o i  Chanh, i f  -ava i lab le , '  who opera tes  i n  t h e  same 
 
manner a s  i n  t h e  Hamlet F e s t i v a l .  
  

( 4 )  PSYWAR/CA personnel who a l s o  ope ra t e  i n  t h e  same 
 
manner a s  i n  t h e  Har.let  F e s t i v a l .  
  

( 5 )  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  team which ga the r s  and confirms 
information and a t t e m p t s  t o  r e c r u i t  informants  and agen t s  f o r  f u t u r e  use. 

(6) Medical personnel  who a t t e n d  t o  t h e  s imple  medical 
  
needs of the  people and thus  provide a  very  t ang ib l e  example of GVN 
 
i n t e r e s t .  
  

c.  Upon complet ion of t h e  sea rch  and t h e  Go .feamIs func t ion ,  
t he  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  moves on. The Go Team ope ra t ion  u s u a l l y  can be 
accomplished i n  a  s i n g l e  day. It i s  most important i n  t he  Go Team 
ope ra t ion  t h a t  t h e  people f u l l y  understand t h a t  t he  GVN p r e s e n c e ' i s  
only temporary s o  t h a t  they  do no t  need le s s ly  expose themselves t o  
t h e  t h r e a t  of l a t e r  VC r e p r i s a l .  

62. COUNTY FAIR. 

The County F a i r  i s  much l i k e  t h e  Hamlet F e s t i v a l  bu t  i s  on a 
l e s s e r  s c a l e .  I t  f a l l s  half-way between Hamlet F e s t i v a l  and the  Go 
Team. US u n i t s  provide  t h e  t a c t i c a l  cordon wi th in  which GVN teams' 
s i m i l a r  i n  composi t ion and mission t o  t h e  Go Teams, c a r r y  ou t  t h e i r  
opera t ion .  The County F a i r  may be used i n  c l e a r i n g  ope ra t ions  i n  
a r eas  i n  which the  GVN does not  in tend  immediately t o  main ta in  i t s  
yresc.-ce permanently, -but d e s i r e s  t o  prepare  t he  populat ion f o r  later 
a s s i m ~ . l a t i o n .  No a t t e m p t s  a r e  made t o  o b t a i n  a  commitment t o  GVN by 
the  populat ion a t  t h e  t ime of t he  County F a i r .  

63. COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM. 

a .  The Combined Action Program, br inging  toge the r  US Marines 
i n  111 MAF and Vietnamese Popular Forces i n t o  wholly i n t e g r a t e d  u n i t s  
of platoon s i z e ,  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  August 1965. From a modest beginning 
of one Combined A c t i o n  Platoon a t  Phu Bai i n  August 1965, t h e  program 
had grown by May 1967, t o  75 platoons.  The program has  exh ib i t ed  
s t r e n g t h  and promise from t h e  s t a r t .  V i l l ages  with a Combined Action 
Platoon have moved r a p i d l y  toward a  condi t ion  of peace and s t a b i l i t y .  
A c l e a r  evidence of a Combined Action P l a t o o n ~ s ~ e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i s  the  
f a c t  t h a t  t he  VC have never  been a b l e  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  over  a  
v i l l a g e  pro tec ted  by a Ccrnbined Act ion  Platoon. I- o r d e r  t o  provide 
f o r  e f f e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  and the  o rde r ly  expansion of  t h e  Combined 
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Act ion  Program and t o  ensure  i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Revolut ionary 
Developm$nt Campaign Plan, i tems of j o i n t  po l icy  have been agreed t o  
between the  I ARW Corps and I11 MAF. These pol icy  i tems a r e  d i r e c t i v e  
i n  na tu re  and a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  a  Vietnamese t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  of I ARVN Corps. 

b. The b a s i c  Combined Action u n i t  i s  t h e  Combined Action 
Pla toon  (CAP) composed of one PF platoon equipped accord ing  t o  t h e  
TOE w i t h  a  combat s t r e n g t h  of 35 PF s o l d i e r s ,  and a  Marine r i f l e  
squad of  14 Marines p lus  one Navy corpsman. The PF p la toon  r e t a i n s  
i t s  b a s i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  wh i l e  t h e  Marines become a d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
platoon,  w i t h  t h e  Marine squad l e a d e r  s e rv ing  a s  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese p la toon  l eade r .  The ind iv idua l  Marines a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  PF squads. Within t h e  CAP, command r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  on a  coor ­
d i n a t i o n  and coope ra t ion  b a s i s  between t h e  PF p la tqon  l e a d e r  and t h e  
Marine squad l eade r .  The Marine squad l eade r  does no t  command t h e  PF 
element of t h e  CAP, no r  does t h e  PF platoon l eade r  cormnand t h e  Narine 
squad. 

c .  The Missions/Tasks of t he  CAP a r e  to :  

(1) Destroy t h e  VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
hamlet a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

( 2 )  Provide pub l i c  s e c u r i t y  and h e l p  main ta in  law and 
 
o rder .  
  

(3) P r o t e c t  t h e  f r i e n d l y  p o l i t i c a l / s o c i a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

( 4 )  P r o t e c t  bases  and communication l i n e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and hamlets  i n  which they  a r e  loca ted  by conduct ing day and 

, n i g h t  p a t r o l s  and ambushes i n  t h e i r  ass igned  a reas .  

(5)  Con t r ibu te  t o  combined ope ra t ions  w i t h  RF and o t h e r  
PF, ARVN o r  mlAF i n  t h e i r  a r e a  of a c t i v i t y .  

(6) P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c i v i c  a c t i o n  and conduct propaganda 
 
a g a i n s t  t he  VC . 
 

(7)  P a r t i c i p a t e  and a s s i s t  i n  RD a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  maximum 
e x t e n t  poss ib l e  w i t h  t h e  accomplishment of t he  foregoing  miss ions / tasks .  

d. The subsec to r  cormnander ( d i s t r i c t  Chief)  e x e r c i s e s  c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  CAP through t h e  Combined Act ion  Team (CAT) loca t ed  at subsec tor  
headquar te rs .  The Combined Act ion  Team is  composed of a VN s e c t i o n  of 
1 o r  2 o f f i c e r s  and t h e  necessary  e n l i s t e d  perconnel  and one o r  more 
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Combined Action Company Headquarters of 1 Marine o f f i c e r  and 5 en­
l i s t e d  USMC; .plus l i a i s o n  personnel from FWMAF u n i t s  a s  required,  such 
as a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  and f i r e  support coordination personnel. The CAT 
is designed t o  evolve i n t o  a complete operat ions cen te r  f o r  the sub-
s e c t o r  comander  t o  d i r e c t  and coordinate the  secu r i ty  e f f o r t s  of CAPS, 
PF platoons, and RD cadre  groups i n  the d i s t r i c t  with ARVN, FWMAF u n i t s ,  
and RD campaign a c t i v i t i e s .  The act ions of the  Chr include a l l  matters  
necessary t o  accomplish 'the missions s e t  f o r t h  i n  subparagraph c above. 

e. The a c t i v a t i o n  of a CAP o r  the r e loca t ion  of the Marine 
element of a CAP mutually determined by CG, I Corps and CG, I11 MAF i s  
based upon recommendations made by subsector commanders forwarded 
through ARVN o r  I11 MAF Combined Action Program channels. In genera l ,  
CAP loca t ions  a r e  s e l ec t ed  t o  cont r ibu te  d i r e c t l y  t o  the accomplish­
ment of t he  RD Campaign Plan, t o  provide defense of the LOCs, and to  
solve p a r t i c u l a r  s e c u r i t y  problems unique t o  a given d i s t r i c t  such a s  
those caused by the  in f lux  of refugees. 

f .  The t r a i n i n g  objec t ive  of the CAP i s  t o  enhance comgat 
e f f ec t iveness  of t h e  PF platoon a s  soon a s  f e a s i b l e  i n  order  t o  r e loca t e  
t h e  USMC squad i n  another hamlet /vl l lage area. Subsector commanders, 
i n so fa r  a s  p rac t i cab le ,  attempt t o  keep the PF platoons i n  the  same 
hamlet f o r  a s u f f i c i e n t  period of time t o  accomplish t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
object ive.  A l l  members of PF platoons assigned f o r  duty i n  a CAP have 
completed bas ic  m i l i t a r y  t r a in ing .  Additional on-the-job t r a in ing  i s  
conducted by the Marine squad leader,  operating in  coordinat ion with 
the  PF platoon leader .  Additional Craining guidance is  provided from 
time t o  time t o  t h e  elements of t h e  CAP through the  'I Corps and I11 MAF 
Combined Action Program channels. Marine/Navy personnel assigned t o  
the  Combined Action Program a s  replacements o r  t o  form new CAPS a t tend  
the  Combined Action School i n  DaNang o r  Phu Bai p r i o r  t o  such assignment. 

g. The Combined Action Program is s t i l l  i n  the  development 
s tage ,  but is  is an t i c ipa t ed  t h a t  shor t ly ,  c e r t a i n  platoons w i l l  have 
progressed t o  t he  poin t  a t  which the  Marine squad can be withdrawn and 
moved t o  a new area.  It is estimated t h a t  the Marine squad w i l l  spend 
from s i x  t o  twelve months with each PF platoon. Resul ts  of the pro­
gram t o  da t e  a r e  t h e  quantum jump i n  e f f ic iency  of t he  reinforced 
platoons and the consequent proport ional  increase i n  the  degree of 
s ecu r i ty  t h a t  they a r e  ab le  t o  provide. 
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.DEPIRTMENT O F  THE ARMY 
[?.- ' . '.<& 
f. 	 H E A D Q U A I  .':RS. UNITE3 S T A T E S  A R M Y  VIETNAM 

'.o S A N  F R A N C I S C O  0 6 3 7 5  

17 April  1969 

=UWhCT: 	 h - a U r  :,ry Inquiry. concerning Alieged Massacre of Ail Vietnamese 
.heside; .* s of hty Lsi (BS 728795) by 16,Soldiers. 

1. L:n 12 Apr 1.3, a backchannel message was received from I)A ind ica t ing  
t h a t  an ex-mt :.:er.of HHC, l l t h  Light 1:s Me, America1 uivision, iillegoci. ..
v l e t m e s e  r: .rdents of P i n h i l i e  (iuiferred to by US Sol'diers as Pinkvil le  
and i d e n t i f i  : . I  as iQ hi) uere r u t h ~ e s s i y  slaughtered by memSers of Co C, 
l / j  izf irA . .rq hiarch l 9 W  a t  appro-te coordinates of k.3 7 2 8 55 .  (Xi 
hheeler is i possession of a xerox copy of l e t t e r  fran the 'complainant, 
and other  . )pies  arc d r i f t i n g  around the Congress. hi requests  infonnacion 
co:lcsrnil?, va l id i ty  of the  al legat ions,  and requests views of &Ti; Mildren 

MC Jc J S  on w h a t  act ion should DC taken (~XkiiBl ' l 'A ) .  

2 .  In :.: Apr 69 the  USkV CofS d i rec ted  a preliminar;. inquiry be made t o  
determil,,. Lf there i s  substance t o  the alLegaations (kXHIbIT B). 

3 .  Cr. A3 w;rl 4 Apri l  i96Y a t  Chu d,kVN, a l o n e 1  H . K. hhi  taker  con­
d u c t ~i a preliminary inquiry. Upon a r r i v a l  a t  America1 d iv is ion  i-badquarters, 
the S.,ti'b, bolonei J. h .  136naldson ana the CG, >iG 6. X. Set tys  were br iefed.  
iolo:.ldl hiiitaker ~riefed Colonel bna ldson  before departure. 

4. HG Gett;;s has @en CG, America1 Uiv, since June bf3 and s t a t ed  the al­
leged incident  had never been brought t o  'his a ~ t c i t i o n .  Colonel Donaldson 
comnanded the  i l t h  List Inf We from kt 68 u n t i l  recent ly and had no in- 
f wc!ation regarding the al legat ions.  Both s t a t ed  they knew of no inves t i -  
gat ions ever having been conduc3od concerr~ing the alleged incident.  

5 .  a. task Force krker was a task ordanization composed of t h e  following 
elements of the l l t h  L&: 

b. Above 	 un i t s  were reirlforced. by Artil ierjr ,  Arw Aviation and 

EXHIBIT 	 M-98 
$*$ . + 
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s~rve i ; l ance  forces.  >.e ;eerat ion ;;rr.ler c u ~ h r i i n g  tt,c-? c,rga.iixation and 
,ussio!; of ttit: 'IY is  attachiea (U.ilLLl'i' C). 

c .  it iietcnnined t h a t  reference t o  c;o L, 1 / j t h  i:d i n  tne  I J ~ik~sa;:e 
i's erroneous a i d  ,shoulu read "Lo C, 1j2c)th J..r~f.'~'iJith t h e  exceptior~.of  
~ L T&LJ,L!;e part icipants/witnesseu l i s t e d  in the  lih I te .ssa~ewere rnerubtrs 
of Lo L, l / 2 d  r ~ i t '  dt the tine of a U e ~ e dinc ident .  

6. a. Ar1 9xamination of the Daily Journais, C3 uperation, /\rrlel.ical ~ i v i s i o n ,  
ruveaLea a ~ i . , g n i f i c ; ~ tmi i i t a ry  ac t ion  conducted by TF hh:xer occurrea i n  
the  My ~ a i ,(Pinkvi l le  j area  on l o  Mar be (li;riilBlT 2). It is assumed t h i s  
i s  ttie ac t ion  t o  which the complainant xwfers. 

b. . l h e r e  was a previous m i k t a r y  actio:, co::ductea by 'I'F t!:!r;<er in  the 
6 i a i  a rea  (S  722795).  1ioweve.r a review of the  Combat After Action KepoI-t 

,revenleil . t h a t  Go C, l/X d was not coa~ni tLed t o  this nc.tion (Alitiil'L). 
c.  A review of t h e  ibmbat After Action k p o r t  regzrdint; the lo Mar 68 

militxy a c t i o n  ~ . e ~ a a l s d  t h a t  an estimated eriemy deal Force h was in the  
v i c i n i t y  of the  19 ei (B728795) area. The area  was rlotsd a s  a VC strong­
hold, satur&t.edw i t h  Vc, and ilL sympathizers a i a  heavily mined and booby 
trappea. A canbat a s s a u l t  was in i t i a t ec l  'oy TE' M k e r  a t  U730H, 16 tilar 68, 
to l oca te  and destroy the  enemy forces and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  i3y 1630)i, Ib  Kar 
68, .the surviving enemy e l e w n t s  h a a  broken contact  by 1 r . f i l t r e t i n ~  with 
c i v i l i a n s  h a y i n g  the area,  o r  by going i n t o  the extensive tu:.r:e~systems. 
~nemyl o s ses  a w i n g  t h i s  ac t ipn  were heavy, with U 8  KLA and' li d d i  LiA. 
rhe c i v i l i a n  population supporting the V, i:i tho a rea  numtereci approximately 
200. Thus crea ted  a problem i n  pop~llsiiorr cont ro l  ana meciica~care of t h ~ ~ e  
c i v i l i a n s  caught in f i r ~ sof opposind forces.  Hawever, the Llfantrjr u n i t s  
or1 the troulia Ciarid h e h c o p t e r s  were ab le  t o  a s s i s t  the  , c i v i i i a n s  leaving the  
are&aid i n  caring f o r  and/or evacuatirig the wounded (tAi~3rTFj. 

d .  The map'snd overlay showing the  aisposi t iori  of r.;*:ny and, f r i end ly  
fo rces  i s  a t  drlibl'l' ti. 

e .  'l'he Combat After Action !report mentioned in c above, adequately 
described the concept, execution, and r e s u l t s  of the  .aiLitary ac t ion  (r3rHlbi.l' 
F). hi addi t ion ,  the h e r i c a l  ~ i v i s i o n  news re lease  of the m i l i t a r y  ac t ion  
g ives  bn account of the events  (hXHLBlT H). Tnis r e l ease  was dispatched t o  
the USAV-10, and re fe r red  .to the  Saigon ' d f i c e  f o r  cleararize and 'poss ib le  
r e l ease  to t h e  Press. It coulu not  be d e t e r m i ~ ~ e dwhether t i re  Press used the  
information. 

7. An e~aininat iofi  of records at t h e  America1 Liv ArJ d f f i c e  revealed t h a t  ' 

all p a r ~ i c i p m t s / w i t n e s s e s  l i s t e d  i n  the i)ic >ksuage a re  i n  Gulr US. idames t o  

http:exceptior~.of
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(~ ldr~ i ; i r i :~er ;  z a c n )  conmenceu i n  ~w 69 w i t h  thd FUT'i.'OSe of ciear­~ u s s e l ~  
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'an11 h t  present t ~ t :hrb7i t'orces are operating in the id^ ui area with t h e  . 
 
mission of  ;.acif'ylng the area. 
  

11. -41ex;.roirlcrtion of all available  ac;cumenC.s concerning the a e e g e d  inci­
dent reveal:. that  t h e  coinplair~anthas grossl~. .exaggerate9 tile m i l i t - accion 
i n  quest ioc.  'Lo evidence could be uncovered wnich would sut,staniiate t h e  
aL~e@tior;s.  ~ a r t i c i ~ ; a n t s / w i tlesses i i s t e d  ir. t h e  3A i b ~here no t  avai lable  
f o r  intsi.:.o&ation. In view of t h i s  i t  is reco:urrended t h ? . t  C;Lrdl/ racommend 
(Il'lti, &., arrar~geto interview pertinent w i t r l e ~ s e s / ~ a r t i c i p m ~ sto determine 
i f  the adegations have substance. 

A - LA Asg (rZC5977 Colonel, IS -B - u i r t  ctlive 
.c: - &I!. . ,rier 
G - Jour:~al 

~ r ,- ;bt .s,ction ,mpt 23 Feb 68 
'F - i b t X h c t l o n~ e p tIt; MZC 68 
G - Map w/ov&rlay 

-- H - kews h e ~ e a s e  
1 - Audress of wit:lesses 

mailto:aL~e@tior;s
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H E A D Q U A R T E R S  A M E R I C A L  DIVISION 
 
A P O  S A N  FRANCISCO 96374 
 

25 May 1969 

Canrmanding General 
United Stctes &-my, Vietrgln 
: AVHIG - Col Uhittaker 
2 0  96375 

1. Reference, ycrur a~ecialinqui*-y, 13-14 April 1969. 

2. A copy of the attached re~acrtof investigation vas discwered thie 
date'and ;;a forwarded t o  you for  your informstion and such acticsl aa yau 
deem appropriate. 

r y € .2<-- ­
RECRAI)ED UNCWSIFIZD UKEH SEPARATD 
FRW CLBSSIFI~INCLOSURE. -*rt- 6 9  

I 

/#,<'b,~' 

EXHIBIT M-99 
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PRECEDENCE: OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 
 

DTG: 2302152 MAY 69 


FROM: COL DONALDSON, C / S  AMERICAL D I V I S I O N  


TO: COL HENDERSON, USARHAW 


ZEM 
 

UNCLAS E F T 0 ACD 461 

1. A THOROUGH SEARCH OF D I V I S I O N  HEADQUARTERS F I L E S  AND U T H  INFANTRY 

.BRIGADE F I L E S  HAS FAILED TO PRODUCE THE INFORMAL INVESTIGATION YOU 

REQUESTED. 

2. WITH REFERENCE TO THE VIETNAMESE DECORATIONS THAT WERE PRESENTED TO 

YOU BY PRESIDENT THIEU,  THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK WAS MAILED TO USARPAC BY 

USARV. ON 15 MAY. 

3. SORRY I COULD NOT HELP YOU MORE ON THE F I R S T  SUBJECT. B E S T  REGARDS. 

5 Feb 1970 

I certify t h a t  t h e  above m e s s a g e  is  quoted i n  its en t i r e ty .  

C o l o n e l ,  MI 
C o m m a n d i n g ,  U S ~ S G' 

D(H I B IT M-IOI 
 



lEPi-RTMENT OF THE IoRI!1 ' 
/lti.1QUJJ!TEf.8 J.MERICI.L DIiISIOR 

. J..PO 53n Francisco 96374 

9 AprU 1968 

• 

1. n; 320. The following joWiJID is. announc.d. 

OIl, 0!1i.N K. COLONEL, DlFJ,NTRY, United 

96217 

" 

s Al"'I:IG'", Headquarters and Headquartere: CODpUlY, 11th.ln!antry Brigade 
., 
 

r<Iad: Purple lle&rt. (3d Qa,k Lear Cl""ter) 
 
action: 21 March 1968 ' 
 

ter : Republic of Vietnam , 
 
son: For lIIOunds recel\fed in coonect.1on l4th military operations 
 
a~ a heetU8 force '. ' .. , 

r1tJ;: IiIr direction' ,ot '\1>0 Pre,.~t~" t"",pI'OvUioIIs of Execu­
, ti" Ordcr '1,016, 25 April 1962; ' " , , ' 

,NEIa A,. ~'i/iSOII, JR. 
ColQ!¥!l. 'OS ' 
Chief 'ot: Statf 
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IlEP..R'lNENT OF THE "HMY 
llE<.DqJ..RTERS ,JN UC"L DIVISION 

,.m San Francisco 96374 
wgb 

PECL<L OiIDEllS 14 February 1968 !U!1ll&. 45 EXT R .,CT 

39. TC 253. Fol DY "SG/llEL announced. 

1W"tKER, F'Ri.NK A. JR. LTC INF 51542 IlliC 11th LIB 
Qy asg: CO, Task Force Barker (1542) 
Qy reI fr: 5-3 (2162) 
Eff date: 22 Jan 68 

c"moUN, CHoJlLES C. ~lAJ INF 71543 HHC 11 th LIB 
Qy asg: xo/s-3, Task Force Barker (1542I?i62) 
Qy reI fr: S-1 (2260) 
Eff date: 22 Jan 68 

..NDEP.SON, WILLIS B. ~lAJ ,JlTY 1983 HHC 123d Avn lin 
Qy asg: Avn Safety orr (7423) 
 
Qy reI fr: N~ 


Eff date: 27 Dec 67 
 

FCil THE CQllJlortNDEl< : 

NELS A. PiJlSON, JR 
Colonel, OS 
Chief of Staff 

21T, ...GC 
 
"sst AG 
 

DISlliIDUTION: 
15-5 ea indiv cone 
45-VDF':'.G" 
9-l.VDF_,.GPI!O 
 
9-i.VDF- FC 
 
5-HHC 11 th LID ..PO 96217 
 
5-HHC 123d i,vn lin """,rical Div hPO 96374 
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Exhibit M-104 is published in Volume 111, 
 
Book 3, Reports. Exhibit M-105 and Exhibit 
 
M-106 are published in Volume 111, Book 2, 
 
Directives. 
 

EXHlB I T  M- 104 
 

EXHIB IT  M-105 
 
EXHlB IT  M- 106 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=258
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=258
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=89
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=89
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166


DWAR!DENT OF THE A M 
H E A I X J U A R m  1 1TH INFANTRY EUUGAIlE 

APO. San ~ m c i s c o 96217 
C 

UNIT (XUXRS
rnB 19 

1) Maroh 1968 

1. TC 355. The undersigned aesumea cnmmnd. 

Organbaticn/bnit: 	 11th Infantrg Brigade 
Ameriml Mvisim 
APO 3an Francisco 96217 

Authorisatimt Para 12b AR 600-20 

CRAN K: HEN-
Colonel, hfantxy 
c-ding 



Exhibit M-108 is published in Volume 111, 
 
Book 3, Reports. 
 

EXHIBIT M-108 
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DEPARhrS24T OP ?HS SJE?X 
 
-mr 1; th Infantry E r i ~ a C s ,Ao;erical L'itibim 
 

AF 0 Sari Francisco 96217 
 

ISPE 

SUWFCTt PFC Herbert L. Cukr 

1. Referunca ts PMdn to tobeon kt- Xr, butcar p a r  office, and 
DhJor L s k n i t ~psrt&ting to alleged frilotr t o  report cmrurlty o f  aubj­

16Umh l W o  

Z A thorough lnrestlgatiar ma rsd. th underelmad t o  &tomine 
UMrra~lnfor alle.gad failorv to repart mbjeat camlnlty. A U  reca,d. 
W.8 hsadquarhra incficato that casualty uaa t6lctphaaieally reported 
toM t y  D-hr 60 EQ 16 k m 1968 .rrdU a V  PO- 1m forwrdrd 
0 .w)mal. 

~ r r a w n ~ p a r r ~ ~ l m b O t h ~ i p t & ~ ~  
k& t a d ,  Iiowever, it 5s s t i l l  the mspaiadbility of *A8 bad ­
qmrbrs to iruwarr that alZ camalties a m  p-ly and acarrat8l.y 
w.% pwclurb hrtulr incidontm af this naturer ei- btringont
&mb and el-t  m-iar of ummlty qxwt4ng p n ha­
dna bean initbted. . 

EXHIBIT M-109 
 



U.S. ARKf CA.!lUAl.Tr lIEFIlRr rQiIfAf 

'1'0' BE ~BKl1'fED on.&l.]......c.uualtiea. usro om.:r to 1.'7SUN..cl:la:tllft.." 
at ,complete inf<>m!UM't.>Up/l<'nic4.11,y' or .uctrlc.<lJ.y in .tan<!4rd P~ - '-" 

rer hostile casualties, ' 'SCri.0U517 ill, miss.ing and death re]XIrta. . . '. 
. .. . _. . .. ' 

Report outlll1tted byp'VD. - lU Co 0 1/»16 1310 ..... 64 " "- \ 
,--- - , - - , - , '. 'JG:~ Grade Unit Date-and I':!a!' ' ,' " , , " ,

l-~ ' , ' . . ~. .... " 
. , .... " . ..... " 

- 9 Iii P ;" m,'4 i , , .. 10:. • 
.. - . ._ . ,-- . ._. '-"­

- '.'--- ­c. , -..., ... -.__. ," . •....- - '.', ......,... . . .. -. __. ., 

E. " 

(~i6) ,' , - ,-" 

( ') ' 2l1li ..... lIMp ci.. W an APii'96m-:--- ."'li; ' ._ --' " ,­ 2 A. .4 
(Pro8ll0.I~) (Where !Jo~ita.l.ire4~ C"r t;nate4 ~ 

:!.."h.-juJe Af(l a~dreP). ," .... .,; . 
._ ~ ......1; 111 __~__ SD'IleSld.t,:r 

, ,. 
, ' 

. .. .. ,... 

'. 1m G. ,Co 0 1ft lIB 20th IDf 11t;Il LUI ~ lilT AI'O" 96217 
(Race) (Organization and Address)

- t . .• . '. ,." : ' .. . - • ._--, •...• •..• - • . 

!, 7(N"~~~o~t"v~~~~'N~'~~·~,~' ~R~'1~.~t~1~on~.~~~~~A·ddre~~.~.~an~d'Da~t7.~o~t~DnA"F7orm~ 41~lr-,~. ------~· "
 
. . '. .- '.' . . ..- . ..- . . . .' ....,.. .._--. 
{JJext .ot.Kin .to 'be notIfied: .. 110 

:'-, . ' :. : i .....~ _ ...·1 · •• : " . . . .. .. ., . 
.. ,:! .' . 

.. : .-.: -=-..--_• ..:..- •. -.- .-- -- ..:..:':'-'_:.:..-... ­
SARV Form ~ (R.v1.ed 3 Aug 66) , " " " " 

... - . .. . - "'_._-'" ._- -~. ...- -..., -_...... .•_._-_.- ... __.---- .. 
 
'" ' _ ., 

1 ,.; . ' 

,. . ,.... ! ", ' .- ,,._.. .. -. ,-.,~. - ""- " ' - - " ­
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I 
9 

----

P. . 
 
( ~ a s ePay) 	 (Additional Fay Codes) (BFED) 

J. , 
I 

(Cause of death - Fosti le or Nan-Costile - i f  previously reported 
ss missing, the  estimated time of death). / 

K.. (Status of remains - Indicate location of remains i f  recovered) 
. . 

t. 
 
(Date tottr comenced in the Republic of Vietnam) 

-. 
(Decorations a*warded or  pending) 

..19; . . .  ,. . \  . ' > . . . . . .  

! . h e  of Duty Status - Applicable -only t o  non-hostile reports) 
.. . . . .  
0. 	 

( R ~ ! i o n- If deceased, 
reolved prior death: 

P. * 	 

( S L I j  	  
. . 

. . . .  
Q. 
 

. -. 

- (Date 0 5 i r t h )  
.-.., 

: '
. , . . .. :' 	' R... 

. . 
indicate whether ministration was 
YES NG lJNX?JWtnJ). 

. . 
CDde DA Foxm 3054 -mailed t o  RA 

Cas Br in cases of death feports) 

. .  % . . . .  

(If R.!w'report enter statement that &3,0tmenk will not be 
discontinmd) . . . . 



1 January 1970 

.Y<:~WRANDCT?I FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: 	 Low Level Reconnaissance t o  Ident i fy  S i t e s  Previously 
Indicated by Chief Warrant Officer  Thompson 

1. On 31 December 1969 arrangements were made with the Americal 
Division for  the low level  reconnaissance as  indicated by the t i t l e  
above. The f l i g h t  was conducted s t a r t i n g  from Chu Lai a t  0800, 
1 January 1970. It consisted of one LOH p i lo ted  by Captain Gary E. 
Hickman, D Company, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, Americal Division, 
w i t h  Chief Warrant Officer  Hugh C .  Thompson f ly ing  i n  the cop i lo t  
s e a t  t o  d i r e c t  Captain Hickman and with Lieutenant General Peers 
accompanying a s  an observer. A second LOH with guns provided close-  
i n  s e c u r i t y ;  two Huey Cobra gunships flew c lose  i n  e s c o r t ;  and one 
Huey command and con t ro l  a i r c r a f t  connnanded by Major General Lloyd 
B. Ramsey, Commanding General of the Americal Division,  was over the 
area and di rec ted  the operation. M r .  MacCrate flew with General 
Ramsey i n  the c m a n d  and control  a i r c r a f t .  The lcni l e v e l  reconnais- 
sance was conducted a t  a l t i t u d e s  of 30-100 f e e t  and on occasion as  
low as  f ive  t o  ten f e e t .  A l l  sites were located on an a e r i a l  photo 
and subsequently rep lo t t ed  and i d e n t i f i e d  on the at tached a e r i a l  
photo c e r t i f i e d  by CWO Thompson. 

2. The f i r s t  objec t ive  was the area  of the  bodies on highway 521 
indicated by numbers 8 and 9 and of the general areas  where smoke 
grenades had been dropped t o  ind ica te  wounded c i v i l i a n s  a s  s h m  by 
the x's.  The next point  of reference was i t e m  number 1 where CWO 
Thompson observed a capta in  shoot a woman on the ground. CWO 
Thompson was p o s i t i v e  of t h i s  locat ion and indicated t h a t  the  spot  on 
the map would be wi th in  f i v e  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  of the  exact  location.  
The f l i g h t  then proceeded t o  attempt t o  loca te  the d i tch .  Af ter  
considerable low l e v e l  reconnaissance and hovering, CWO Thompson 
indicated with almost absolute assurance t h a t  the d i t c h  was located a s  
s h m  by number 2. He fu r the r  located the spo t  where he  had landed h i s  
H23 he l i cop te r  and ta lked t o  a colored sergeant  who had walked over t o  
the a i r c r a f t  from approximately 30 meters t o  the e a s t  a s  shown by 
number 4. CWO Thompson a l s o  indicated t h a t  when he l i f t e d  off the  
sergeant  proceeded southwest where he l a s t  observed him pointing h i s  
M-16 i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of the d i tch .  The f i n a l  area  reconnoitered 
was the bunker/hootch area i n  which severa l  women and chi ldren had 
been observed running and the area  i n  which he had the  encounter with 
an American l ieutenant .  These a r e  indicated by the  numbers 5 and 6. 
Number 7 indicates  where Mill ians landed h i s  gun s h i p  on two occasions 
t o  l i f t  out  the women and chi ldren and f l y  them t o  an area  on highway 
521 southwest ~f My Lai  (4). 

EXHIBIT 	  M-110 



S u b s e q u c  
t h e  g r o t  
M r .  W a l s  
r e q u e s  t c  
a r e s u l t  
h a s  a d j t  
h a s  m a r k  

1 .inqu?r\y 	 1??0 
SUBJECT: 	 Lcw Level R e c o ~ n a i s s a n c eto I b ~ n t i f yS i t e s  P r ~ v t , ~ : ~ s l . ,  

Inciicatcd by Chief :4arr.33= L!!-:'i<rr Thnr!~son 

4. Subsequent t o  t h e  inieia!, !lig!,t. ~ ! i ( \ t ) l ~ r  	 t.c.rf l i g h t .  was r:~?r!t. r c - c 5 c r k  
t h e  p rev ious  pos i t i .ons .  These w e r e  a g a i n  : - p r i f i e d .  Tn ar!ti!! i>!n. ;::.'(-) 

Thompson p o i n t e d  ou t  an a rea  in  the  seu t i easc  por t ! .cn  of ?,* !.;ti. (:-:I 
Hamlet where he observed a group of F?:>di~.sl v i ! 7 $  i n  a c?urry,-tr? <:I 

t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a l a r g e  how,  H e  a l s c  poi.r:ted our t h e  a r e a  ir: ~ ! ? i r . hhe  
observed a VC runn ing  toward a h e d s ~ r o wand took hirn under f i r e .  T54s 
i s  i n d i c a t e d  by numSer 10 cv: t h e  anno tac rd  a e r i a l  photo.  

5. Fol lowing t h i s ,  a h igh leve! f l i g h t  was made of Y i l l  85 t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  a r e a  where CWO Thompson had s igtieed t h e  40 rounds of 60 ntn v7i.r t a r  
which were subsequen t ly  d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  ground p l a t o o n  of r k r  h c r c ~  
Scout  Company. A f t e r  t h i s ,  a h i g h  l e v e l  Flight; was made of chc area ~f 
My Khe 3 ,  1, and 2 ,  and Co Lai  1, 2 ,  and 3 ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
a r e a s  of Company C ,  1st of t h e  2 0 t h ,  and I! Companv,. 6 t h  of t h e. 3d,  
on 17 March 1968. 

6. The p lann ing  and arrangements  made by t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  were ou t ­
s t a n d i n g  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t .  The D i v i s i o n  and a l l  p e r s o n n e l  concerned are 
t o  be h i g h l y  complimented. 

1 I n c l  W . R. PEERS 
a s  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l ,  USA 

http:port!.cn
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ADDENDUM TO: Low L e v e l  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  t o  I d e n t i f y  S i t e s  
P r e v i o u s l y  I n d i c a t e d  b y  C h i e f  W a r r a n t  O f f i c e r  
Thompson 

S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o n  1 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0  a n d  
t h e  g r o u n d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  made b y  LTG P e e r s ,  M r .  M a c C r a t e ,  a n d  
M r .  W a l s h  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  3 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  CWO Thompson w a s  
r e q u e s t e d  t o  make a  r e - c h e c k  o n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i t c h .  A s  
a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o n  4 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  CWO Thompson 
h a s  a d j u s t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i t c h  o n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  a n d  
h a s  m a r k e d  t h i s  a s  p o i n t  2 - D i t c h  L o c a t i o n  A d j u s t e d .  

//AW .  R .  PEERS 

L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l ,  USA 



I n c l o s u r e  t o  Low L e v e l  Reconnaissance  t o  I d e n t i f y  S i t e s  

P r e v i o u s l y  I n d i c a t e d  by Chie f  Warrant  O f f i c e r  Thompson: 

INDEX 

S i t e  Number 

Saw Capt w i t h  woman 

2 and 2a 	 D i t c h  w i t h  b o d i e s  

S e t  down 

F i r s t  saw c o l o r e d  NCO.  Ta lked  t o  him 
a t  3. NCO t h e n  went t o  d i t c h  a t  2 .  

Bunker and hoo tches  w i t h  women and 
 
c h i l d r e n .  
  

Meeting and d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  LT. 
 

Spot  where ,gunship s a t  down. 
 

S i g h t e d  dead woman - E x h i b i t  P-32. 
 

Bodies  on Road 5 t o  10 .  
  

VC r a n  i n t o  hedgerow. 
 

Wounded marked by smoke. 
 

Bodies  i n  c o u r t y a r d  o f  l a r g e  house -

3 t o  5 .  



t o  him 
at 2. 

louse  - 
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