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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GARBOW, Chris topher  D.  CPT 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 6,  7, 9 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 174th Avia t ion  
Company. 

1. ACTIONS ON THE 15'i!H. 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f l y i n g  BARKER and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  on t h e  15 th  (pgs.  63, 64) . Had 
he done s o  he  thought  he  would have remembered it (pg.64).  

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Actions i n  the e a r l v  mornina. 

The wi tnes s  f lew 9.6 hours  on 16 March and served  
a s  c o p i l o t  on ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel BARKER'S C&C s h i p  
(pgs. 2-4). H e  d i d  n o t  see any incoming a r t i l l e r y  rounds, 
nor could he r e c a l l  s ee ing  gunships s t r a f e  t h e  a r e a  
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  9 ) .  However, he  remembered something s a i d  
about t h e r e  be ing  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on doorgunners (pq. 44) .  
They o r b i t e d  overhead, watching t h e  s l i c k s  make t h e i r  
approach (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  fol low t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion  
of t h e  t roops  on t h e  ground a f t e r  the i n s e r t i o n  (pgs. 5 ,  
6 ) .  The wi tnes s  heard over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  a Shark gunship 
k i l l e d  two VC suspec t s  and marked t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  wi th  
smoke (pgs. 6 ,  8 ,  46) .  BARKER helped g e t  t roops  i n t o  
t h e  area (pg. 1 2 ) .  A ca l l  was r ece ived  t h a t  people  were 
moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  down Highway 521 (pgs. 8 ,  48 ) .  
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H e  d id  n o t  remember BARKER making body count t ransmissions 
t o  t h e  TOC (pg. 4 7 ) .  H e  could no t  remember rece iv ing  a  
t ransmission from Warlord Alpha leader  about dead 
Vietnamese (pg. 7 4 ) .  

b. ~ c t i o n s  a t  t h e  second LZ. 

While GARBOW d i d  n o t  remember BARKER arranging 
an a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  second LZ, he d i d  remember 
t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of B Company a t  an LZ t o  t h e  nor theas t  
(pgs. 10,  49) . He could not  b r ing  t o  mind a d iscuss ion  
of t h e  number of  l i f t s  requi red  f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  (pg. 4 9 ) .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  C&C s h i p  dropped yellow smoke t o  mark t h e  s p o t  
where t h e  l ead  s l i c k  was t o  s e t  down (pgs. 10,  51, 52) . 
H e  d id  n o t  remember whether t h e  s l i c k s  made a go-round 
because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was not  l i f t e d  i n  time (pgs. 10 , 
11, 51).  Af ter  t h i s  an 0-23 repor ted  f ind i rga  mortar tube 
on H i l l  85. This l a t e r  turned ou t  t o  be only mortar 
rounds (pgs. 9 ,  10, 53, 59, 61).  

c. Return f o r  r e fue l ing .  

GARBOW had only a  hazy r e c o l l e c t i o n  of r e f u e l i n g  
at LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 54) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  he dropped 
BARKER o f f  a t  the VIP pad ar  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pump (pg. 55) . 
H e  vaguely remembered BARKER saying t h a t  he would drop 
i n  t o  t h e  TOC t o  b r ing  those  people up t o  d a t e  (pg. 55) .  
Although he w a s  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  he surmised t h a t  t h i s  occurred 
around 0830 (pg. 55).  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  o r  t a l k i n g  
with Warrant Of f i ce r  COONEY, HENDERSON'S CLC s h i p  p i l o t ,  
a t  t h e  he l ipad  (pg. 58 ) .  H e  d id  not  remember s h u t t i n g  down 
t h e  a i r a r a f t  (pg. 59) .  I f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  s h u t  down 

. they could have been on t h e  ground f o r  20 t o  30 minutes 
(pg. 59) .  

d. Fur ther  a c t i o n s  t h a t  morning. 

(1) Generally. 

H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  another  C&C s h i p  i n  the 
opera t iona l  a r e a  segregat ing  indiv iduals  from a l a r g e  
group (pg. 11). H e  d i d  no t  remember any conversat ions 
between BARKER and h igher  headquarters  (pg. 11). H e  d i d  not  
s e e  s l i c k s  from t h e  123d make an approach t o  H i l l  85 
p g  1 1  H e  d id  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  hearing casual ty  f i g u r e s  
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from t h e  ground u n i t s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  
CG of t h e  America1 Divis ion coming i n t o  t h e  a rea  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember BARKER meeting with more sen io r  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  seemed t o  remember 
f l y i n g  a r e p o r t e r  and a photographer from t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  
a rea  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  second LZ (pg. 29) .  GARBOW 
could b r i n g  t o  mind no ins tance  of BARKER being upse t  
by information he received from t h e  TOC (pg. 4 1 ) .  

Medevac of wounded G I .  

He d id  no t  remember making a medevac t o  LZ 
Dot t ie  a t  0930 (pgs. 16, 1 7 ) .  However, he d id  r e c a l l  
dus t ing  o f f  a Negro s o l d i e r  who was wounded i n  t h e  f o o t  
(pgs. 17, 1 8 ) .  He could no t  remember i f  BARKER was aboard 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h i s  time (pg. 1 8 ) .  GARBOW made h i s  
approach from t h e  e a s t  and landed i n  a r i c e  paddy j u s t  
south of t h e  t r e e  l i n e  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 17,  
1 8 ) .  The v i l l a g e  was smoking a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pgs. 17, 21) . 
After  he landed he remembered seeing a p i l e  of a t  l e a s t  
f i v e  bodies t o  h i s  r i g h t  f r o n t ,  30 yards away (pgs. 1 9 ,  
20, 39) .  The group w a s  composed of women and ch i ld ren  
(pg. 20) .  These were t h e  only bodies he saw (pg. 2 1 )  . 
He d i d  no t  s e e  any o the r  k l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  
they took o f f  (pg. 40). 

Actions i n  t h e  afternoon. 

(1) On t h e  beach. 

H e  remembered landing on a beach e a s t  
of F i n k v i l l e  on t h e  16th (pgs. 24, 25) .  Swif t  Boats 
were o f f shore  (pg. 25) .  A number of  c i v i l i a n s  were 
picked up and probably flown back t o  LZ ~ o t t i e(pg. 25) .  

(2)  A t  LZ Dot t ie .  

H e  d i d  not  r e c a l l  seeing a l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  
a t  LZ ~ o t t i ei n  t h e  af ternoon (pg. 27) .  
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3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  d i d  not  remember a conversat ion about a l a r g e  
number of c a s u a l t i e s ,  and he  d i d  not  hear  about a 
d i s p u t e  between a i r  and ground personnel  (pgs.  40, 4 1 ) .  
GARBOW d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  BARKER saying o r  doing anything 
t h a t  made him t h i n k  BARKER knew about ~ i e t n a m e s ec a s u a l t i e s  
(pg. 80) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  with  BARKER about i t  and 
knew of no one who d i d  (pg. 8 0 ) .  H e  could n o t  remember 
BARKER order ing  t h e  ground fo rces  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing 
o r  k i l l i n g  (pg. 81) .  H e  heard nothing about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  o p e ~ a t i o n(pg. 81 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  he s a w  warranted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg- 82) 

4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  descr ibed  t h e  , l a y o u t  of LZ Do t t i e  
( ~ 4 s  13-15, 54) . 

b.  H e  thought t h e  ope ra t ion  on' t h e  16th w a s  h i s  
f i r s t  exper ience i n  working i n  a C&C a i r c r a f t  wi th  a 
b a t t a l i o n  commander conducting a combat a s s a u l t  (pg. 45 ) .  

c. Afte r  hear ing  LEWELLEN1s t a p e  t h e  wi tness  thought 
he  remembered making a dus tof f  a t  BARKER'S d i r e c t i o n  
approximately a q u a r t e r  m i l e  w e s t  of t h e  beach (pg. 5 0 ) .  
This  was on t h e  16th  (pgs. 50, 74) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember 
how many people  he  picked up (pg. 50 ) .  

d. H e  normally flew t h e  C&C s h i p  a t  an a l t i t u d e  
between 1000 and 2000 f e e t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1645 hours ,  6 February 
1970.) 


LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p resen t :  M r .  MACCRATE, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  i s  Captain Chr is topher  D .  GAR-
BOW. 

(CPT GARBOW was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, and 

t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 


Captain GARBOW, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  would you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Chr is topher  Dean GARBOW, . , Hunter Army 
A i r f i e l d ,  Savannah, Georgia. 

..,*-

LTC PATTERSON: Captain GARBOW, have you read  t h e  prel iminary 
information and i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q- Do you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I do. 

Q- D o  you have any ques t ions  concerning what i s  covered 
i n  those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I do not .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  in t roduce  M r .  Robert MACCRATE on my l e f t .  
M r .  MACCRATE is  a lawyer from New York Ci ty  who has consented t o  
assist t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  and spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  General  PEERS i n  t h e  conduct of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
the Son My i n c i d e n t  as i t ' s  now c a l l e d .  M r .  MACCRATE, of course,  
w i l l  ask you ques t ions  o r  can ask you ques t ions  j u s t  a s  I can. 

Would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record ,  Captain GARBOW, when 
you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam and t o  which u n i t  you were assigned? 
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A. I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam a t  the 90th  Replacement 
B a t t a l i o n  i n  B i e r i  Hoa. I b e l i e v e  it was 1 4  February 1968, and 
I s t ayed  a t  Bien Hoa awai t ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  up t o  Danang where 
I was ass igned  t o  t h e  16th Group. I a r r i v e d  a t  Danang on approx-
imately 19 o r  20 February,  and was ass igned  f u r t h e r  on down t o  
t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n  and t o  Chu Lai  on approximately 2 2  February 
1968. I was f u r t h e r  a s s igned  down t o  the  174th Assau l t  Helicop-
te r  Company i n  Duc Pho sometime around t h e  22nd. The 2 L s t  o r  
22nd I was a s s ighed  and a r r i v e d  in .Duc  Pho a t  t h e  174th*  

Q s  When d i d  you s tar t  t o  f l y  w i t h  t h e  174th? 

A .  The n & t  day, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  would be t h e  23rd 
i f  my memory serves m e  c o r r e c t l y .  My f l i g h t  r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  this is  t h e  f i r s t  day I f lew i n  Vietnam. I d i d  f l y  t h e  nex t  
day a f t e r  r e p o r t i n g  i n t o  Duc Pho. 

Q. Do you recall t h e  type  of mission which you f lew i n  
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of your  t o u r ,  t h e  f i r s t  10  o r  15 days? 

A.  J u s t  s t a n d a r d  p o l i c y ,  s i r ,  t o  g i v e  each incoming 
p i l o t  a s  many v a r i e d  type  missions a s  p o s s i b l e  when he  f i r s t  
comes i n t o  Vietnam t o  t r y  t o  b u i l d  up h i s  exper ience .  I f lew 
such t h i n g s  a s  command and c o n t r o l ,  resupply ,  and j u s t  a g e n e r a l  
type  mission,  a l s o  some combat a s s a u l t s .  

Q Have you checked your records  f o r  t h e  amount of t i m e  
you flew on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q - How n~ucht i m e  d i d  you f l y ?  

A .  9 .6 hours .  

Q - Is t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  your r eco rd  a s  t o  t h e  type
of mission you flew on 16 March? 

A.  No, sir. Other than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was termed com-
b a t  such a s  a l l  missions a r e  i n  Vietnam. 

Q- Was t h e  e n t i r e  pe r iod  of 9,6 hours  termed combat? 

A. Y e s ,  s i p *  I b e l i e v e  it was a s  f a r  a s  t h e  records  showel 
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. -	 Q - Do you know Colonel Frank BARKER, o r  d i d  you know 
Colonel Frank BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir,  I d id .  I worked wi th  him s e v e r a l  times 
i n  t h e  capaci ty  a s  p i l o t  of h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  
I r e a l l y  had no pe r sona l  con tac t  with him. 

Q - How many times d i d  you f l y  C&C with him? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h e  o rde r  of a  h a l f  dozen t imes.  

Q s  Right a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  i n  country Task Force Barker 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an opera t ion  nor th  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River,  t h e  
~ u a n ~  as  i n  an opera t ion  i n  and Ngai River you know it I presume, 
around P i n k v i l l e .  Severa l  American c a s u a l t i e s  were taken during 
t h i s  opera t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h i s  opera t ion  o r  
hear ing  about i t ?  

What was t h e  d a t e  of t h i s ,  s i r ?  

Q =  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February. 

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  There was some t a l k  t h a t  p r i o r  
t o  my a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  company i t s e l f  t h e r e  had been q u i t e  a  b i t  
of a c t i v i t y  o u t  t h e r e .  The r e s t  of  t h e  time I was i n  Vietnam 
t h i s  e n t i r e  a r e a  was known as being a r a t h e r  rough a rea ,  t h a t  i s ,  
enemy c o n t a c t  and mainly booby t r a p s ;  heav i ly  mined, booby t r a p s ,  
and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q* Did you f l y  wi th  Colonel BARKER i n  and out  of LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  of 16 March 1968 
when Task Force Barker combat-assaulted i n t o  t h e  My Lai - P i n k v i l l e  
a rea?  

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  I do. 

Q - Would you t e l l  us what you r e c a l l  of t h a t  ope ra t ion  
on 1 6  March. What you were doing? 

A. Yes, sir. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I ' v e  been a b l e  
t o  p iece  toge the r ,  I was se rv ing  i n  t h e  capaci ty  as  " p e t e r  p i l o t "  
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e 

o r  c o p i l o t  f o r  Colonel BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  
on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day. Do you want me t o  s t a r t  from t h e  begin-
ning? 

Q- J u s t  what you r e c a l l  now. Do you r e c a l l ,  on t h i s  
opera t ion  t h a t  yau  flew C&C f o r  Colonel BARKER on t h e  16th?  What 
time of day d i d  you pick him up? 

A. No, sir, o t h e r  than  it would be e a r l y  i n  tha morning, 
very c l o s e  t o  f irst  l i g h t .  Most opera t ions  of t h i s  s o r t  s t a r t  e i -
t h e r  r i g h t  b e f o r e  daybreak o r  r i g h t  a t  daybreak. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p icking  him up? 

A. Not t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day, no, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  
you an e x a c t  time. I could say  p o s i t i v e l y  wi thout  a d s ~ tbe-
f o r e  8 o 'c lock .  

Q The company record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  your combat a s s a u l t  
of a company, C / 1 / 2 Q ,  p a r t  of Task Force Barker,  took p l a c e  a t  
0 7 3 0  hours i n  t h e  morning j u s t  west of what i s  known as My Lai  ( 4 )

IDO you r e c a l l  being on s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i - ,copter  dur ing  t h i s  l i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  1 

Q. How do you r e c a l l  i t ?  What do you r e c a l l  of i t ?  

A. I can remember now being  i n  the  command and c o n t r o l  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r b i t i n g  overhead, watching t h e  s l i c k s  make t h e i r  
approach. I ' m  s u r e  t h e  gunships prepared t h e  LZ, b u t  I do n o t  
remember t h a t .  I do remember watching the  a i r c r a f t ,  t he  s l i c k s ,  
approach wi th  the t roops  t o  t h e  LZ. 

Q. Were t h e r e  a l a r g e  number of s l i c k s  o r  a smal l  num-
b e r  of s l i c k s ?  

A. For t h a t  type of opera t ion ,  I guess it would be av-
erage .  We never r e a l l y  flew formations of more than 10 s h i p s .  
I can only r e c a l l  one o r  two opera t ions  t h a t  we had t h a t  involved 
more than  10 a i r c r a f t .  I 

Q Was t h i s  a l a r g e  formation o r  a smal l  formation, o r  
do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. Somewhere around, I ' d  say,  t h r e e  Vee's of t h r e e ,  which 
would be n ine  a i r c r a f t ,  something along t h i s  o rde r .  

Q m  Do you r e c a l l  what d i r e c t i o n  they were approaching

the  AZ from? 


A. No, s ir .  I do not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember. 

9- O r  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  of landing? 

A. No, sir.  From what you t o l d  me e a r l i e r  I know now, 
b u t  I d i d  n o t  know t h a t  before  you t o l d  me. 

MR MACCRATE: Had you been on a combat a s s a u l t  mission be fo re  
t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I had. I b e l i e v e  my second day f l y i n g  
w e  had a smal l  combat a s s a u l t  t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  an e x t r a c t i o n .  
This was my f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t .  

Q- You had an e x t r a c t i o n  on about 24 February? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  That would be c o r r e c t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  being i n -  
volved with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
a r e a  on 1 6  March? 

A. No, sir.  I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  I know t h e r e  
was a r t i l l e r y  from what we t a l k e d  about e a r l i e r ,  b u t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
I d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  remember. I mean t h e r e  obviously must have 
been a r t i l l e r y ,  an a r t i l l e r y  prep,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  remember t h e  
a c t u a l  f i r e .  

MR MACCRATE: You have no personal  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Well, a f t e r  the  s l i c k s  landed, do you r e c a l l  what 
you saw o r  what you heard immediately t h e r e a f t e r  as  f a r  as  t h e  
C&C was concerned? 

A. A f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  l e f t ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e -
member anything concerning the  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion  of the  t roops  on 
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the  ground t h a t  were a i r l i f t e d  i n .  I do remember one o f  t h e  gun-
s h i p s ,  a sha rk  gunship from t h e  174th ,  f i n d i n g  two V i e t  Cong 
s u s p e c t s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  s u s p e c t s .  They were s h o t ,  and t h e  sha rk  
gunship i t s e l f  popped smoke and asked t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  t o  
move ove r  and p i c k  up some o f  t h e  equipment t h a t  t h e s e  two V i e t  
Cong had on t h e i r  person.  

MR MACCRATE: Before  w e  go on wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  can you recall  
who was f l y i n g  w i t h  you t h a t  day? 

A. When Colonel  PATTERSON f i r s t  asked m e ,  s i r ,  I cou ld  
no t .  But through va r ious  o t h e r  t y p e s  of i n fo rma t ion ,  we've been 
a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  it was Warrant O f f i c e r  LIND t h a t  was f l y i n g  
wi th  m e  t h a t  day. 

Q- You have no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t a l k i n g  wi th  
him o r  a s s o c i a t i n g  him wi th  t h a t  day i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  something.  

Q Had h e  been i n  country  l onge r  t h a n  you? 

A. Yes, s i r .  H e  had ,  How much longe r ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  
s u r e .  

Q I g a t h e r  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  you 'd  a c t u a l l y  
flown i n  w i t h  an a s s a u l t  a s  t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  l a n d i n g  o r  coming 
i n ?  

A. You mean t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' d  been i n  a command and 
c o n t r o l  chopper du r ing  a combat a s s a u l t ?  

Q Yes. Do you remember b e i n g  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e ?  
You mentioned t h e  e x t r a c t i o n .  

A. Yes, sir. I was a c t u a l l y  i n  one of  t h e  s h i p s  t h a t  
t i m e ,  one o f  t h e  s l i c k s  i n  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
I ' d  been i n  a command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d a t e  
o r  no t .  

Q D o  you remember who was t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  Colonel  BAR-
KER? Did he  have s e v e r a l  people  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  him? Did he  
have a r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ?  

A. He u s u a l l y  had members of  h i s  normal s t a f f  t h a t  would 
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normally f l y  wi th  him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who was w i t h  him on t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  day. No, s ir .  H i s  s e r g e a n t  u sua l ly  f lew wi th  him. On 
occas ion  he would b r i n g  along a  sma l l ,  p o r t a b l e  FM r a d i o ,  PRC-25, 
b u t  I cannot r e c a l l  on t h a t  d a t e  whether he d i d  have one of t h o s e  
r a d i o s  on board o r  i f  hz d i d  have o t h e r  people  on board.  I ' m  
s u r e  he must have,  b u t  I cannot remember any s p e c i f i c  people.  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel BARKER'S 
d r i v e r ,  n o t  be ing  on t h e  p lane  t h a t  day,  b u t  do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h i s  d r i v e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  H i s  d r i v e r  always used t o  d r i v e  
him up from t h e  TOC. 

Q- Because i t ' s  our  in format ion  t h a t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day, h i s  d r i v e r  went on t h e  ope ra t ion .  H e  was o u t  winning h i s  
combat i n f a n t r y  badge t h a t  day, and t h e r e f o r e  you 'wouldn't have 
seen him I assume around t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  I won-
d e r  i f  t h i s  might have occasioned any comment t h a t  you might 
a s s o c i a t e  wi th  t h e  day. 

A .  No, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  d r i v e r .  

I ' m  sltre i f  h i s  normal d r i v e r  was o u t  he must have had ano the r  

d r i v e r  f o r  t h a t  day. I r e a l l y  wouldn ' t  t h i n k  I would n o t i c e  

any d i f f e r e n c e  . 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  whether he had one, two, 

o r  t h r e e  people  f l y i n g  wi th  him t h a t  day. 


A. No, s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: Did you u s u a l l y ,  on t h e  t i m e s  you flew Colonel 
BARKER, go t o  LZ D o t t i e  and s h u t  down? 

A. F i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning, yes ,  s i r .  W e  would f l y  
i n ,  u s u a l l y  c a l l  up h i s  TOC on t h e i r  FM frequency,  t e l l  him t h a t  
w e  w e r e  on t h e  pad,  and ask them i f  t hey  wanted us t o  s h u t  down 
o r  i f  they wanted us t o  keep it h o t  f o r  an upcoming mission.  
We'd always c a l l  i n  though t o  make s u r e  what they  wanted us t o  
do. 

Q a  
 Do you u s u a l l y  s h u t  down? 

A. Y e s ;  sir.  Usually I ' d  have t o  say  w e  would. I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  remember. 
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Q- Colonel BARKER could have a r r i v e d  t h i s  morning i n  
an MP jeep, r e d  l i g h t  on it, perhaps being d r iven  by an MP wi th  
an M P  armband. 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I would remember t h a t  o r  not .  I 
know d e f i n i t e l y  what a m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  jeep looks l i k e .  Whether 
he a r r i v e d  i n  one I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h e  Sharks engaging 
a couple of Vietnamese and dropping smoke. 

A .  Well, going back up, s i r ,  I remember hea r ing  t h i s  
on t h e  r ad io .  I a c t u a l l y  d i d  no t  s e e  it. 

Q- You heard  it on t h e  r ad io?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You d i d  n o t  s e e  i t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q - What else do you r e c a l l  a s  an i n i t i a l  impression 
of what you heard o r  saw immediately a f t e r  t h e  l i f t ?  Did you 
s e e  any groups of people o r  l a r g e  groups of people? 

A .  Yes, sir. W e  d i d  a f t e r  we rece ived  a r a d i o  ca l l ,  
o r  Colonel BARKER a c t u a l l y  rece ived  a r a d i o  c a l l .  People were 
moving o u t  of t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and moving down t h i s  
Highway 521. 

, Q- Did you s e e  them y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  I cannot r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  i f  I d i d  o r  not .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  this s t r a i g h t  i n  my own mind, and I cannot  a c t u a l l y  re-
member see ing  t h e s e  people. 

MR MACCRATE: Would you have been tuned i n  an the same frequency 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER was on a t  a l l  t imes? 

A. Yes, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge our  one FM 
r a d i o  onboard t h e  a i r c r a f t  which w e  used. Colonel BARKER was 
using the  same one, s o  it would have been tuned t o  t h e  same fre-
quency. 
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Q- And w i t h  whom could he have spoken? 

A. The frequency we were on was h i s  command and c o n t r o l  
frequency t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, and t h i s  would be t h e  f r e -  
quency t h a t  each one of h i s  subordina te  elements would be tuned t o .  

Q- So he could t a l k  t o  h i s  company commanders and they 
could speak back t o  t h e  TOC a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir. H e  d i d ,  of course,  have an S O 1  with him. 
He could g e t  a frequency of a s p e c i f i c  platoon.  He d i d  have 
t h a t  c a p a b i l i t y .  

Q- And when he g o t  a p la toon i n  t h a t  way, would you 
have been on t h a t  l i n e  wi th  him, too? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I n  f a c t  we would have been t h e  ones up 
i n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  cockpi t  t h a t  would a c t u a l l y  change t h e  f r e -  
quency f o r  him. ' 

Q- You would have done t h e  switching? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any gunships f i r i n g  e a r l y  
i n  the l i f t  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. I do no t .  

9- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  second l i f t  coming i n t o  t h e  same 
LZ i n  the v i c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything wi th  r e fe rence  t o  
any a c t i v i t i e s  going on i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85? 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  where H i l l  85 i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Colonel PATTERSON a l ready poin ted  it out  
t o  m e  on the map. I b e l i e v e  it was dur ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  op-
e r a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel PATTERSON reconfirmed what I thought,  t h a t  
they had found a  mortar tube on top  of t h i s  h i l l .  A s  it turned  
ou t ,  it was a c t u a l l y  mortar rounds on t o p  of t h i s  h i l l .  
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Q. But t Q ~ ythough$ they had found a mortar tube q$ 
f i r s t .  

A.  Yes, 2 i r .  This i s  from a r a d i o  c a l l  I ' m  suyg. I 
l a t e r  found ou t .  I d i d  no t  remember how they  had dispased of 
these  rounds. 3hgy had brought i n  an explos ive  o r d n a n ~ edetach-
ment t o  blow t h e  rounds i n  p lace .  

Q- This  gas from the 123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  Yes, S ~ F .  One of m e i r  Q-23's i s  t h e  a i r c ~ q F t  
t h a t  foqqd the  q@$$ars-

LTC PATTERSON: B@ you r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER i n  your s9Jp  
ar ranging  f o r  thgI ._ a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  f o r  a second LZ3:I . 

A. N o ,  sir. I do no t  a c t u a l l y  ~ e c a l lt h i s  a t  q j l .c. ., 

Q* Do you r e c a l l  a second LZ being used i n  t h e  l i f t ,  
a combat a s s a u l t  gaqpg i n t o  a second LZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i x :  I do. The second LZ was a l i t t l e  d i f -
f e r e n t  from t h e  f i y q t .  It was a dry a r e a  a s  opposed $4 t h e  w e t  
r i c e  paddy of the f i r s t  LZ and it was f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  n ~ ~ t h e a s t .  
I remember t h i s  Lq hecause I do remember making t h e  rna~king 
run and dropping ye$loy smojie qn t h e  LZ t o  m3rk $ h ~s p o t  t h a t  
ye wanted t h e  l e a d  s h i p  pf #e s l i c k s  t o  se t  down s p  q g  t roops  
would g e t  o f f  i n  %@ r i g h t  spo t .  

Q- Why do yau,, remewer t h a t  marking run? 

A. I th ink  the reason I remember it i s  hecause g t  the  
time I thought it was t o o  low. I l a t e r  through experieqce re-
a l i z e d  t h a t  this w a s  n o t  too  low. I t  was a normal occurence, 
b u t  a t  the  time I d i d  t h i n k  it was top  low. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  wi th  t h e  s l i c k s  get-
t i n g  i n  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f t  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  LZ? 

A. There was t a l k  o r  $ t  was mentioned t h a t  t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  d id  n o t  g e t  l i f t e d  i n  time o r  i t - d i d  n o t  l i f t  a t  t h e  proper 
t ime, and t h e  s l i c k s  had t a  make a go-around. I can remember 
t h i s  happening on two o r  t h r e e  t imes i n  Vietnam, t h a t  s$ icks  d i d  
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have t o  make a go-around be fo re  they could go i n t o  t h e  LZ be-
cause t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h a d n ' t  been cu t  o f f  i n  time. But whether 
t h i s  was' t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  not ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember hear ing  Colonel BARKER and pos- 
s i b l y  one of t h e  o t h e r  u n i t  commanders i n  conversa t ion  about 
t h a t ?  4 

A. No, sir. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  I d o n ' t .  

Q e  Do you remember any complaints about t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Whenever t h a t  does happen t h e r e  a r e  complaints.  
Whether it w a s  on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  But you don' t remember any s p e c i f i c  
complaint? 

A. NO, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do you remember any episode involving another  
C&C s h i p  i n  segrega t ing  i n d i v i d u a l s  from a  l a r g e  group? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y .  You t o l d  m e  about t h a t .  
That ' s  a l l  I know about t h a t .  

Q - Do you remember hea r ing  any h igher  headquarters  con-
t a c t i n g  Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I ' m  s u r e  they must have. 
I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  r a d i o  c a l l s .  

Q - Do you remember see ing  any of t h e  Warlords, 123d 
s l i c k s ,  making an approach t o  H i l l  85? 

A. No, s ir .  I do not .  

Q. Do you remember going t o  r e f u e l  on t h e  morning of 
the  16th?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  morning. Whenever w e  
worked up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  w e  always r e f u e l e d  a t  LZ Dot t ie .  I ' m  
s u r e  we must have, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q Now, l e t ' s  go back t o  your  marking round. I f  you 
can p i c t u r e  y o u r s e l f  making t h e  marking run ,  do you remember 
t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  s h i p  a f t e r  t h e  marking run ,  where you went 
o r  what you d i d ?  Did you watch t h e  land ing?  

A.  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  any t r ansmis s ions  between 
Colonel  BARKER and any of t h e  ground e lements ,  s p e c i f i e a l l y  
C h a r l i e  6 o r  Bravo 6? 

A. Not r i g h t  o f fhand ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  w a s  con-
cerned about  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  I made e a r l i e r ,  about  t h e  gunships  
shoo t ing  t h e  two men and want ing them t o  come over  and p ick  up 
t h e  equipment. B e  was i n  on t h i s  conve r sa t ion ,  t r y i n g  t o  co-
o r d i n a t e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  s p e c i f i c  one t h a t  I 
can remember. 

Q- Do you remember h e a r i n g  any c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  b e i n g  
s e n t  up from t h e  ground u n i t s ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  none whatsoever.  

Q- Do you remember making any d u s t o f f ,  medical  evacu-
a t i o n ,  on 16 March? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  about  this,  s i r .  I remember 
f l y i n g  i n t o  t h e  H a  medevac pad which i s  up a t  Chu L a i .  I 
cannot remember on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day i f  I was f l y i n g  w i t h  M r .  
L I N D  o r  n o t ,  t h e  day I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  going i n t o  t h e  pad. 
The r ea son  I remember t h i s  one day i s  t h a t  whoever was f l y i n g  
i n  l e t  me f l y  back o u t .  When I went t o  t a k e  o f f ,  I neg lec t ed  
t o  r o l l  t h e  t h r o t t l e  back up t o  o p e r a t i n g  RPM. When I p u l l e d  
up on t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t o  l i f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  back o f f  i t s  s k i d s  
and g e t  a i r b o r n e ,  of  cou r se ,  w e  were s t i l l  a t  f l a t  i d l e ,  and 
t h e  sound and l i g h t  o r  low RPM warning came on. Tha t  s t i c k s  
v i v i d l y  i n  my mind because t h e  p i l o t  i n  command grabbed t h e  
c o n t r o l .  I t  w a s  s imply something I over looked on my p a r t .  But 
t h i s  i s  why I do remember tha t  one s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e .  Now, if 
this w a s  on 16 March, I r e a l l y  cannot  remember i f  it was. 

Q- Was anybody else i n  t h e  s h i p  w i th  you? 
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A .  Other than t h e  normal crew, s i r ,  I cannot remember. 
We d i d  b r i n g  someone i n ,  a wounded G I .  

Q* A GI? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  were one o r  more than 

one. 


MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  commanding 
genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion coming i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  morn-
ing  and hear ing  on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  he a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dott ie?  

A. No, sir. I do not .  I d o n ' t  remember any genera l  
o f f i c e r  coming i n  a t  a l l .  

LTC PATTERSON: Did you usua l ly  land a t  t h e  V I P  pad t h e r e  a t  
Dot t ie?  

A. I ' m  no t  su re  which one you mean. I f  I remember 
c o f r e c t l y  t h e r e  was a r e f u e l i n g  pad h e r e .  The road came up 
something l i k e  t h i s .  The TOC was down h e r e ,  and t h e  V I P  

. 	 o r  t h e  pad we always landed a t  was r i g h t  h e r e ,  t h a t  being i n  
a n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

9. Well, l e t  me show you Exh ib i t  0 - 4 ,  which i s  a sche-
matic  drawing of LZ Dot t i e .  This  i s  Route 1 over  h e r e .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And t h e  nor th  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  as you have it t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 


Q- Can you po in t  ou t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad? 


A. If I ' m  n o t  mistaken, t h e  f u e l i n g  pad w a s  a t  t h e  south- 
e r n  end. 

MR 	MACCRATE: You have down h e r e  along Highway 1--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Penaprime area--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  An a r e a  where you would have the 
combat a s s a u l t  l eav ing  from t h e r e .  Then you have t h e  command 
p o s t  up h e r e  on t h e  h i l l .  Can you place-- 
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  is  n o t  a s  I remember D o t t i e  a t  
a ,  s i r .  For ohe t h i n g ,  when I was t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
guns a t  a l l  on t h e  southern end of Do t t i e .  There,  o f  cour se ,  
was a bunker l i n e .  I assume t h e s e  a r e  1 0 5 ' s  o r  h i g h e r  t y p e  
c a l i b e r s .  . 

LTC PATTERSON: W e l l ,  they might n o t  have been t h e r e  e x a c t l y  
t h a t  day. What about t h e  CP pad,  two h e l i p a d  a r e a s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  eve r  remember t h i s  h e l i p a d  h e r e .  

Q Where d i d  you r e f u e l  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. A t  t h i s  end. 

Q. The southern  end? 

A. Now, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  what t h e  boundary of  D o t t i e  
was. There was a ra ised-up a r e a .  I remember t h e  p i l o t s  always 
con~plainedabout it because it was e l e v a t e d ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  heav 
gunships.  When they  took o f f ,  t h e r e  was about 2 o r  3 f e e t  of  co 
c e r t i n a  w i r e  ove r  t h e  edge of  t h i s  e l e v a t e d  r e f u e l i n g  a r e a ,  and 
they  were always a f r a i d  they  were going t o  ca t ch  a s k i d  on it 
when they took o f f .  And, a s  I remember they  f i n a l l y  d i d  simply 
mowed t h e  c o n c e r t i n a  w i r e  down. And, a s  I remember, t h e  r e f u e l i  
pad was a t  t h e  end of t h e  southernmost end of  t h e  LZ, I d o n ' t  
remember an FDC he re .  Now, t h e r e  was a s m a l l ,  l i t t l e  Shack h e r e  
t h a t  t h e  men t h a t  you worked wi th  f o r  resupply and who were work 
a t  D o t t i e  s t a y e d  i n  dur ing  t h e  inclement weather .  They had a  
smal l  r a d i o  i n  t h e r e ,  and you would c a l l  him when you Were i n -
bound. He would use h i s  r a d i o  a l s o  t o  c a l l  t h e  t roops  t h a t  you 
were t a k i n g  a  resupply  of m a t e r i a l ,  t o  a l e r t  them t h a t  you w e r e  
on your way. 

Q Where d i d  you l and  t o  pick up your  resupply? 

A .  W e l l ,  i f  I can use t h i s  l a b e l e d  FDC, i f  I can use 
t h i s  shack t o  mean t h e  sma l l ,  l i t t l e  shack t h e  men s t ayed  i n ,  
it was r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad. I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h i s  shack would have been somewhere r i g h t  he re .  L a t e r  on ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  1 6  March, t hey  e s t a b l i s h e d  a rearming p o i n t  
cased rocke t s  and minigun ammo f o r  gunships ,  s o  they  could rearm 
he re  i n s t e a d  o f  having t o  r e t u r n  a l l  t h e  way t o  Duc Pho, Quang 
Ngai, o r  t o  Chu ~ a i .  
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MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h e  van o f  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t -
t a l i o n  t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. The van? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. What type  van? 

LTC PATTERSON: Probably a two and one-half t o n  t ruck  with a 
r e g u l a r  van, a mobile van. It was n o t  a removable van body. 
It was b u i l t  on to  t h e  t ruck .  

A. Like a s i g n a l  van. 

Q. That I s  c o r r e c t .  

A. No, sir. I do n o t  remember t h a t .  

Q. W e  have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  on t h i s  day, 16 March, 
t h e  rearming p o i n t  was, i n  f a c t ,  s e t  up. 

A. I may have my d a t e s  wrong, though. On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, they  could have brought i n  ammo j u s t  f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
da te .  But t h i s  rearming p o i n t  t h a t  I am speaking of was set 
up t o  be a permanant type  rearming p o i n t  t h a t  was used no t  only 
by t h e  174th qunships , b u t  by any o t h e r  gunships t h a t  were sup-
por t ing  them. 

Q- W e l l ,  we assumed t h a t  you, i n  f a c t ,  were i n  t h e  C&C 
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day. What t i m e  would you, t o  make a 7:30 LZ t i m e ,  
have depar ted  Duc Pho? 

A. That I s  hard  t o  s a y ,  sir. It would have been we l l  
i n  advance o f  t h e  CA. You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  LZ t ime o r  t h e  
PZ t h e ?  

Q- LZ t h e .  

A. LZ time? 

Q. Y e s ,  7:30. The PZ t i m e  would be somewhere about 7:15? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  I s  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  g ive  an exac t  t i m e ,  
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b u t  it would be we l l  i n  advance of t h a t  LZ t ime. 

Q. Could you g ive  it t o  me w i t h i n  one-half hour? 

A .  I would only be guess ing ,  but  I'd say  i t  would be 
genera l ly  wi th in  4 5  minutes t o  a h a l f  an hour ,  dependirig on 
how much p r i o r  ddordinat ion has t o  be done. 

Q Okay. L e t ' s  assume then  you were t o  t a k e  d f f  some-
where around 6 : 3 6  o r  6 ;45  i n  t h e  morning. Is t h a t  a reasonable 
assumption o r  a geasonable guess? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. How fihch f u e l  d i d  you c a r r y  onboard f o r  a C&C mission,  
n o t  i n  pounds, i f i  t ime? 

A .  T i m e ,  For a C&C mission you could usua l ly  dar ry  
more than i f  you were on a l i f t  mission.  I wouldn ' t  kriow exact1  
2 hours probably. 

Q ~ h y s i c a l l ythen ,  you would have had t o  r e f u e l  a f t e r  
approximately 2 h a m s  of f l i g h t  time? 

A. Yes, S i r ,  approximately.  

Q I f  you Had f l o ~ f iyour a i r d r a f t  cont inuohsly from 
t h e  tifie you took d f f  a t  D d c  Pho, what is t h e  l a t e s t  t ime t h a t  
you could have r e f u e l e d  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A .  Somewhere around 8:  30 .  Now, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  and it 
is sometimes done, t h a t  i f  t h e  mission requ i red ,  you would s i m -
p l y  f l y  u n t i l  your 20-minute warning l i g h t  comes on. I c a n ' t  
remember t h i s  a c t u a l l y  happening t h a t  day. 

Q Captain,  w e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c o l o n e l  BAR-
KER, on 16 March, made a medevac pickup somedhere j u s t  t o  t h e  
west of  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  The u n i t  on t h e  ground marked wi th  
smoke, and t h e  C&C s h i p  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was i n  flew i n  and 
picked U p  t h r e e  wounded. Timewise, t h i s  was about  9 :30 i n  t h e  
morning. Colonel BARKER decided t h a t  r a t h e r  than him proceeding 
on t o  t h e  medevac pad a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  he would be dropped o f f  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  f o r  reasons of  a meeting o r  f o r  some o t h e r  reason,  
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and t h e  s h i p  then  and t h e  crew would c a r r y  t h e  rnedevac with t h e  
wounded on t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Do you re-
c a l l  any such inc iden t?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p iece  t o g e t h e r  
information. I f e e l ,  myself ,  t h a t  t h i s  one medevac I spoke of  
e a r l i e r  up t o  Ky H a  pad was w i t h  M r .  L I N D .  But I cannot a c t u a l l y  
remember. I can remember making dus tof f  pickups i n  t h a t  genera l  
a r e a  q u i t e  a few t imes.  

Q .  W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a dus to f f  
requirement about 1030 i n  t h e  morning 16 March which involved 
a colored s o l d i e r  who was s h o t  i n  t h e  l e f t  f o o t ,  n o t  s e r i o u s l y .  
It wasn' t c r i t i c a l .  H e  was a l i v e  and w e l l ,  b u t  he was sho t .  
Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Now t h a t  you mention t h a t  he was s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  
I remember something of t h i s ,  because he had t o  be c a r r i e d  on 
down. H i s  f o o t  was s h o t  up b u t ,  l i k e  you say ,  n o t  r e a l  bad. 
It wasn ' t  n i c e  t o  look a t .  The more I t h i n k  about it, when 
I spoke t o  you e a r l i e r  about landing  t o  t h e  south  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i n  ques t ion  - -
Q ( In terpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  landing  south  of 
the v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I do. I do remember landing  t o  t h e  
south.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  pursue t h i s  f o r  a moment now. Do 
you r e c a l l  making t h e  approach f o r  a  dus tof f  o r  f o r  t h e  land-
ing  t o  t h e  sou th ,  o r  th ink ing  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on the 
ground o r  t h i n k i n g  perhaps about going i n t o  somewhat of a hos-
t i l e  a r e a ?  

A. I remember, t h e  v i l l a g e  was s t i l l  smoking a t  t h i s  
time. 

a- Was t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  your l e f t  o r  t o  your r i g h t
a f t e r  you were on t h e  ground? 

A. A s  I remember it would have been on t h e  a i r c r a f t s ,  
l e f t  s i d e ,  although I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h i s .  It s e e m s  t o  me t h a t  
we made o u r  approach t o  t h e  e a s t .  
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Q. To t h e  e a s t ?  

A .  It would have been i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy, j u s t  sou th  
of t h e  t r e e  l i n e  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. B you remember when you touched down whether you 
were on hard  safid, o r ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A .  It seems t o  me t h a t  w e  were i n  a r i c e  paddy, b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q Do you remember anyone being on board,  any passen-
ge r s?  Was Colonel BARKER with you, f o r  ins t ance?  

A .  I t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  t o o ,  s ir ,  bu t  I can '  t 
remember. Now t h a t  you mentioned t h i s  man being s h o t  i n  t h e  
f o o t ,  I do remember t h a t .  

Q Do you remember him being colored? 

A. Yes, s ir .  It seems t o  me he was colored .  Once 
again ,  I cannot be abso lu te ly  s u r e  about t h a t .  

& a  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  whoever you dusted-off t h e r e  

was being c a r r i e d  ou t  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did one man b r i n g  him ou t?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  P-11. You might 
want t o  t a k e  t h e  photo ou t  of t h e  a c e t a t e .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  

A .  No, s i r .  I t  is  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  t ime w e  were i n  a shallow r i c e  paddy wi th  d ikes  around 
it. I ' m  n o t  sure .  Seeing t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  I c a n ' t  remember par-
t i c u l a r i l y  see ing  t h i s .  It appears t o  be a plowed f i e l d .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-12. I ' d  l i k e  you 

(GARBOW] 18 APP T-343 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  e s p e c i a l l y  look a t  t h e  crew c h i e f .  

A .  Yes, sir. I t h i n k  I recognize t h e  o u t l i n e  of h i s  
face.  H e  wore a c l e a r  p l a s t i c  g l a s s .  I be l i eve  he has it on. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, b u t  he  was M r .  L I N D ' s  ndrmal crew 
c h i e f  who normally d i d  f l y  wi th  M r .  LIND. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you recognize M r .  LIND? It 's  a r a t h e r  in-  
d i s t i n c t  p i c t u r e  of t h e  lef t -hand s e a t .  

A. I f  you t o l d  m e  it w a s  M r .  L I N D  knowing t h a t ,  I 
could probably t a k e  h i s  f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  

Q. It is n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  - -
A. ( In terpos ing)  Right ,  sir. But i f  you j u s t  show-
ed m e  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could say t h a t  is M r .  L I N D .  

Q- W e  recognize t h a t  it is n o t  a very d i s t i n c t  image 
i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

LTC PATTERSON: What do you r e c a l l ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  
anything on t h e  day t h a t  you dusted-off an i n d i v i d u a l  south 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I remember d i s t i n c t l y  see ing  bodies  p i l e d  up. 

Q. In  what r e l a t i o n  t o  your h e l i c o p t e r ?  Did you s e e  
them on your approach o r  a f t e r  you were on t h e  ground? 

A. I t h i n k  I i n i t i a l l y  saw them a f t e r  w e  had a c t u a l l y  
set down. They would have been t o  t h e  r i g h t  f r o n t .  

Q. If you landed t o  t h e  east as  you i n d i c a t e d ,  they 
would have been t o  t h e  sou theas t  o f  your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. They would have been more i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
than south.  They were i n  f r o n t  o f  our  a i r c r a f t  b u t  o f f  t o  t h e  
r i g h t ,  t o  the south.  

Q. Why do you remember see ing  bodies? What makes you 
r e c a l l  them? 
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A.  I guess  i t  was because i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  3 
r e a l l y  seen  any c a s u a l t i e s ,  a t  least this number. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  number? 

A.  I couldn'  t g i v e  you an e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  b u t  I remember 
they were p i l e d  up. There were more than--gosh, I d o n ' t  know. 
They were s t a c k e d  up. 

Q. Would you e s t i m a t e  how many? Can you make a ~ yk i n d  
of an e s t ima te?  

A. ActuaBPy, more than  f i v e .  I t  would have had t o  
have been more than  f i v e  t o  be ga thered  i n  any k i n d  of 9 s t a c k  
a t  a l l .  I remember s e e i n g  them because when w e  took of$ they 
w e r e n ' t  r i g h t  on the s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  I remember, 

Q - Did you make any k ind  of d e t e m i n a t i o n  i n  your
mind as t o  t h e i r  age o r  sex? 

A .  I remember s e e i n g  some women t h e r e  and c h i l d r e n .  
How many I don1t know, o r  what I thouqht  w e r e  women and c h i l -  
dren.  

MR MACCRATE: HOW f a r  ahead of t h e  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  t h e s e  bodies 
when you were down on t h e  ground? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I ' m  n o t  very good on judging 
distance,somewhere i n  the neighborhood of 30 yards  o r  some- 
t h i n g  around t h i s .  

Q. About L O O  f e e t  away, maybe 200 f e e t ?  

A.  Y e s .  I wouldn ' t  say  they w e r e  much over  100 f e e t .  
Now, once aga in  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  a t  a l l ,  s ir .  

Q- And you say t h a t  you d i d  t a k e  o f f  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  
and s o  whatever you saw you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  observe c l o s e r  
a s  you took o f f ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any o t h e r  bodies  ~ , nyour 
approach o r  depa r tu re ,  o r  w h i l e  you were on t h e  ground3 
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A. No, sir. Those w e r e  t h e  only bodies  I saw. 

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e  v i l l a g e  smoking badly a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I could r e a l l y  say  how much smoke 
was coming. o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  It was more than  smoking. 
You would s e e  i f  t h e r e  were cooking f i r e s  going. There was 
q u i t e  a b i t  of  smoke. 

Q. Did you have a c l e a r  view over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  I f  you were going o u t  on t h e  south  s i d e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  heading e a s t ,  and you were f l y i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
s e a t ,  a s  you looked across  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I r e a l i z e  it  would 
be an o b s t r u c t e d  view, but  were you aware t h a t  t h e r e  was smoke 
over  on t h a t  s i d e  which obscured t h e  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir .  Of course t h e  wind would have been t h e  
f a c t o r  h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  remember which way t h e  smoke was 
blowing t h a t  day. The wind was blowing t h e  smoke. 

LTC PATTERSON: Well, l e t ' s  analyze t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  from 
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  -aspect.  Why d i d  you dec ide  t o  land  t o  t h e  
e a s t ?  

A. It would have been because of t h e  wind. 

Q Would it always have been t h a t  case?  

A. No, sir.  I n  t h i s  case  i f  t h e  wind would have 
been o u t  of t h e  n o r t h ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  w e  probably would no t  have 
approached t h a t  way because of  t h e  t r e e s .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h e  smoke, which way it was 
blowing? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Co you remember on your approach on i n  t o  t h e  dust-
o f f  t h a t  you had p r e t t y  good v i s i o n  a s  f a r  a s  your f l i g h t  pa th  
was concerned? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  smoke being a f a c t o r  
i n  our v i s i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h a t  one landing  a r e a .  

2 1  
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Q. You don ' t  remember it being a f a c t o r  i n  s e t t i n g  up 
an approach i n t o  t h a t  landing  a rea?  

A. By t h a t ,  of course ,  w e  could have used t h e  smoke 
t o  determine wind d i r e c t i o n .  Like I say,  I d o n ' t  recall a t  
a l l  which way t h e  smoke w a s  blowing and i f  we d i d  use  it. 

Q. How about the smoke from t h e  smoke grenade t h a t  
probably marked your touchdown po in t?  

A. Yes, sir.  This i s  what normally would be used 
both  t o  mark t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  landing  and t o  g ive  you an 
i n d i c a t i o n  of  wind d i r e c t i o n .  

Do you remember see ing  t h a t  smoke? 

A. I don- ' t  r e m e m b e r  them throwing it o r  see ing  it 
o r  anything. 

Q. You' l l  n o t i c e  photographs P-12. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I s e e  it. 

Q. What i s  t h a t  o b j e c t ?  

A. I t  appears t o  be a smoke grenade. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain GARBOW, I assume you d i d  have a chance 
t o  s e e  t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  you were evacuat ing a t  t h a t  time and 
poss ib ly  i f  you saw him head-on you'd recognize him. This 
scene would have been taken presumably before  you touched 
down a s  he was being moved on t h e  ground p r i o r  t o  being 
brought out  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  not  t h e  LZ a r e a  t h e r e .  

Q That i s  n o t  t h e  immediate LZ a r e a  but  it would be ,  
poss ib ly ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who c a r r i e d  him ou t  t o  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  and it would be t h e  wounded s o l d i e r  who was evacuated 
a t  t h i s  time. 

A. No, sir.  None of those  faces  look f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l .  
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Q Do you t h i n k  you would be a b l e  t o  recognize  t h e  
f ace  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  whom you evacuated? 

A. No, sir. I doubt it. 

Q- So t h a t  t h i s  could be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  y o u ' r e
j u s t  unable t o  i d e n t i f y  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I see. 

A. I was looking a l s o  a t  t h e  bandage t r y i n g  t o  remember 
how h i s  f o o t  was bandaged. I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  it 
seems t o  m e  t h a t  h e  s t i l l  had h i s  boot  on and t h e  boot  was 
r ipped ,  b u t  t h i s  could have been ano the r  case .  

LTC PATTERSON: Did you f l y  with  your doors on o r  o f f  on 
your h e l i c o p t e r s ,  Captain GARBOW, o r  was it a p o l i c y  w i t h i n  
your u n i t ?  Did you have a po l i cy  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  your 
doors? 

A. The doors ,  i f  t hey  w e r e  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t ,  had t o  b e  locked wi th  a s a f e t y  and p i n  i n  t h e  open 
p o s i t i o n .  

Q- T h a t ' s  t h e  b i g  doors?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  b i g  cargo doors .  The doors you ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about  are--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E i t h e r  one. 

A. On some of our  a i r c r a f t  on a CA w e  would t a k e  t h e  
smal l  cargo doors  o f f  because it would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e n t r y  
and e x i t  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  o u t  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  M r .  
LINDts s h i p ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  was f a i r l y  new. H e  was 
proud of  it, a s  was t h e  crew c h i e f ,  and would g e t  very upse t  
i f  somebody would bump i n t o  one o f  h i s  doors o r  o therwise  
make it unusable.  

9. ' The smal l  doors o r  t h e  b i g  doors  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about? 
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A. W e l l ,  a ny th ing  r e a l l y .  Anything bn t h e  a i 2 W a f k  
t h a t  happened t o  it. 

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  ahy th ing  about t h e  c o n d i t i o h  o f  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  &12? 

A. Y e s ,  ~ i r, t h e  main cargo door i s  o f f  from t h e  air-
c r a f t .  They ' re  bpen. I b e l i e v e  you can make o u t  t h e  s a f e t y  
p i n  t h a t  does loOk t h e  door i n  an open p o s i t i o n .  The sktlali 
cargo doors  on b a t h  s i d e s  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  are on t h e  a i f a r a f t  
and secured  i n  a d o s e d  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Can you i n d i c a t e  anyth ing  about t h e  age o f  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I t ' s  a newer De l t a  model because o f  a r ~ o f ~ i t t b u n t e d  
PO tube .  I d o n ' t  see any p a i n t e d  over  s p o t s  o r  anythifktj on 
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  The e x t e r i o r  looks  t o  be i n  good c o n d i t i b n .  One 
o t h e r  t h i n g  I j u s t  n o t i c e d .  I t  w a s  a p o l i c y  f o r  us t o  p a i n t  
t h e  company numbers on t h e  door ,  and on t h e  t a i l  boom We p a i n t e d  
a wh i t e  band, a c t u a l l y  it w a s  a t h r ee -co lo red  band,  whike on 
bo th  o u t s i d e s  and a b l u e  band i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  I t  was t h e  iden-
t i f y i n g  c o l o r  of o u r  a i r c r a f t .  Now, it could be  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
a new s h i p  and we had n o t  had t i m e  t o  p a i n t  on t h e  dobk. Th i s  
i s  what makes me t h i n k  it w a s  a new--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  would l i k e  f o r  y o i ~t o  leak a t  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  gun mount on P-12. Can you t e l l  abatik whether  
o r  n o t  people  have tramped a c r o s s  t h a t  gun mount? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But t h a t  ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  an a c c u r a t e  judgment 
of  t h e  a i r c r a f t ' s  age because t h e  gun mount u s u a l l y  does  n o t  
come w i t h  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  Sometimes you w i l l  g e t  an  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
does have gun mounts on iti 

Q. To f l y  9 , 6  hours  as you i n d i c a t e d  you d i d  on 16 
March, you would have had t o  have been k e p t  f a i r l y  busy8 D o  
you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  l and ings  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  perhaps  o v e r  
on t h e  beach? 

A. I r e c a l l  one l a n d i n g ,  s i r ,  on t h e  beach.  Whether 
it was on t h i s  specific!  day o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  r e d a l l .  
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I have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was on t h i s  day because we had 
been opera t ing  along t h e  beach d i r e c t l y  about where t h a t  s i g n  
says My L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  and along t h a t  genera l  o u t e r  l i n e .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about t o  t h e  e a s t  of  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The s w i f t  boa t s  were o f f shore .  It seems 
t o  m e  we landed,  o r  i f  it was on t h i s  one day w e  d i d  land ,  and 
picked up s e v e r a l  c i v i l i a n s  and loaded them onboard t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
It was memorable because of t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  number 
of people who were put  onboard t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I t  was q u i t e  a 
few. It  was probably something l i k e  10 o r  12, maybe even more, 
South Vietnamese, small  c h i l d r e n  as  w e l l .  So t h e  weight f a c t o r  
wasn ' t  as  r e a l l y  bad as  i t  would have been i f  you would t r y  t o  
load,  say ,  12 Americans onboard. 

Q Where d i d  you t a k e  t h e s e  people? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I would assume w e  would 
have taken them t o  Dot t i e .  I t  seems t o  me w e  took them t o  
Dot t ie .  I d o c ' t  remember. 

MR MACCRATE: Why were you evacuat ing  the c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  s p e c i f i c  reason,  sir.  I can 
remember l and ing  on t h e  beach and p ick ing  them up. Now even 
i f  it was on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day, I c a n ' t  even remember t h a t .  

Q Ehd they  been i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e r e ?  Was t h e r e  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  p resen t?  Do you remember any o f  t h e  circumstances 
of who was wi th  them, who brought them onto t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and 
who accompanied them? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  sir. I hones t ly  have' t o  say 
t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q e  You j u s t  remember an unusual ly l a r g e  group of Viet-
namese wi th  some c h i l d r e n  among them being  l i f t e d  from t h e  
beach area .  

A. And i t  was r i g h t  on t h e  beach. Yes, sir. 
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Q - You have no p i c t u r e  of them a t  t h e  o t h e r  end ge t -  
t i n g  o f f  and d i s p e r s i n g  o r  be ing  l e d  someplace by anyone i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A.  No, s i k .  I do not .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you know M r .  COONEY? 

A. Y e s ,  six. I do know M r .  COONEY. 

Q. M r .  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he was C ~ ~ N E Y  f l y i n g  Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h i s  day, t h e  C & C  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r s  M r .  COONEY was t h e  s t andard  p i l o t  
f o r  command and c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade CO. I n  f a u t ,  
h i s  a i r c r a f t  was k e p t  a p a r t  from t h e  r e s t  of o u r  compahy 
a i r c r a f t  al though it was one of our  company a i r c r a f t .  His 
s h i p  was f i t t e d  w i t h  a command console t h a t  would allow 
him t o  c a r r y ,  I ' m  speaking of t h e  br igade  commander now, 
two F M  r ad ios  with him s o  he could opera te  o r  l i s t e n  tQ 
more than  one frequency a t  a time. I t  was q u i t e  a h a 9 k k  
as  I remember, because I was avionics  detachment commander 
a t  t h e  time. Whenever t h i s  s h i p  had t o  go down f o r  main- 
tenance,  it would be j u s t  &out  an a l l - n i g h t  job t r y i n g  
t o  move t h i s  console t o  another  s h i p  s o  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  
commander would have h i s  console f o r  the  next  day ' s  mission 
i n  a d i f f e r e n t  s h i p *  

Q- Do I understand t h a t  t h e  11th Brigade d i d n ' t  
have organic  Huey 's? 

A. Yes, s i r .  They d id .  But I b e l i e v e  it was Ohe 
df our  s h i p s  t h a t  he a c t u a l l y  flew. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  th ink  back now. On any bf 
t h e  t imes t h a t  you flew C&C f o r  Colonel BARKER, do you 
r e c a l l  being on t h e  ground and t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  COONEY at any 
p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A. No, s i r r  I do not .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  landing ybur s h i p  o r  landing  t he  
C&C s h i p  t h a t  you Were f l y i n g  a t  any given t i m e  and see ing  
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COONEY's s h i p ,  t h e  br igade  commander's s h i p ,  and something 
t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander was where you were a l s o ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  You mentioned 
e a r l i e r  t h e r e  w a s  some t i m e  dur ing  t h e  day when a l l  t he  C&C 
sh ips  were t h e r e  together .  I f  t h i s  was the  case I d id ,  no 
doubt, see M r .  COONEY, b u t  I do n o t  remember. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime when you were f l y i n g
colonel  BARKER on any one of t h e  missions t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  
Colonel BARKER meeting wi th  o r  engaging i n  conversat ion with 
o r  going t o  meet somewhere any one of t h e  more s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I r e c a l l  nothing of t h i s .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  see ing  a l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  a t  any 
t i m e  i n  the af te rnoon of 16 March i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of LZ Dot t ie?  

N o , ' s i r .  I do not.  

Q - When you flew C&C f o r  Colonel BARKER, d id  you 
a l s o  perform o t h e r  missions on - ast h e  same day such dus tof f  
o r  resupply o r  anything along t h i s  regard ,  o r  were you s t r i c t l y  
C&C? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Occasionally,  i f  one of h i s  subordina te  
echelons o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  needed something of an urgent  nature-- 
I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  case where an o u t f i t  needed some ba t -  
t e r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  PRC-25 r a d i o ,  and we used t h e  C&C s h i p  f o r  
t h a t  mission. Severa l  o t h e r  times i n d i v i d u a l s  would l i k e  t o  
go from one p o i n t  t o  another ,  and t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  would go 
on missions,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with Colonel BARKER on board. 
Perhaps h i s  S 3  would go along. I t  would s t i l l  be a C&C 
type opera t ion  b u t  without  t h e  a c t u a l  commanding o f f i c e r  on- 
board. 

Q -
mission? 

References t h e s e  b a t t e r i e s ,  do you remember t h a t  

A. 
th ings  a s  

I remember doinq it. We a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  such 
microphones that-would be poss ib ly  damaged, th ings  

of t h i s  s o r t .  
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Q Do you remember where t h a t  mission was? 

A .  The b a t t e r i e s ?  I t  seems t o  me we d i d  t h a t  one 
f o r  t h e  1/6. 

Q - .I see .  Not f o r  Colonel BARKER. 

A. No, s ir .  I th ink  it was f o r  t h e  1/6,  down a t  t h e  
LZ. I looked up i n  my notes .  I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of t h a t  
c o l o n e l ' s  name. I t  was Colonel FRANKLIN. 

Q We also have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  somewhere around 
1130 i n  t h e  morning, Major CALHOUN, with a southern  acoeHt, went 
onboard t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  and took it down from Dot t i e  down 
i n  the  a r e a  of My Lai  very b r i e f l y  and turned around and came 
r i g h t  back. Perhaps d i d n ' t  even g e t  a l l  t h e  way t o  My L a i  o r  
the  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  

A. Did Major CALHOUN smoke c i g a r s ,  s i r ,  o r  do yau 
know? 

Q I d o n ' t  know. 

A. I j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  because t h e r e  was one of da lone l  
BARKER'S subordina te  o f f i c e r s  d i d  smoke c i g a r s ,  and I th ink  
they were probably t h e  wors t  smel l ing  c i g a r s  I ' v e  ever smelled 
i n  my l i f e .  This i s  why I mentioned this. On occasion,  t h i s  
man when he took t h e  a i r c r a f t  would b r i n g  these  c i g a r s  and it . 
was s o r t  of a running joke, you'd have t o  f l y  with your a i r -
c r a f t  o u t  of t r i m  t o  keep the  wind c i r c u l a t i n g  through t h e  
cargo doors t o  keep t h e  smell  of c i g a r  smoke down. This 
was simply a joke, it wasn ' t  done i n  p r a c t i c e .  Now whekher 
t h i s  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  man, I have no way of r e c a l l i n g a  

MR MACCRATE: We have some photographs h e r e  of people you 
w i l l  recognize.  This w i l l  a t  l e a s t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
as t o  how Major CALHOUN appeared. You would s e e  him in' 
f a t i g u e s  . 
A. Yes, s i r .  N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  man I ' m  t h ink ing  o f ,  I 
c a n ' t  remember h i s  f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s ,  bu t  I can remember t h a t  
he had more h a i r  t han  t h a t .  Of course,  he could have beeh 
wearing h i s  h a i r  longer  i n  Vietnam. 
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a - Do you recognize anyone e l s e  on t h e r e ?  

A .  I ' m  looking a t  Colonel HENDERSON, s i r ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would recognize him. I d o n ' t  know. I remember 
f l y i n g  one day i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  t h e  one with 
the  command console.  I remember f l y i n g  f o r  whoever was t h e  
br igade commander t h a t  day. This a l s o  was wi th  M r .  LIND, 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day ' s  mission. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  n o t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember Captain KOTOUC? H e  was t h e  
S2 of t h e  t a s k  force .  

A. H i s  f a c e  looks f a m i l i a r ,  sir, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

LTC PATTERSON: W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  someone went i n  
and picked up a couple o f  photographers and r e p o r t e r s  o r  a 
photographer and a r e p o r t e r ,  picked them up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My L a i  ( 4 )  m d  moved them a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  over  i n t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  second LZ a rea .  

A. l h a t  sounds f a m i l i a r .  That sounds very  f a m i l i a r ,  
sir. 

Q .  Do you remember t h e  type o f  a r e a  where you landed, 
o r  i f  t h i s  were you do you remember t h a t  a rea?  D r y  o r  wet? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

9- Were t h e r e  people around? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. J u s t  t h e  i d e a  of p icking  
up photographers o r  somebody of  t h i s  na tu re  does r i n g  a  b e l l .  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  I show you P-17 which is a photograph 
t h a t  we understand was taken by t h e  photographer a s  he was 
l i f t e d  o f f  t h e  ground, and ask you i f  t h a t  looks l i k e  any- 
th ing  you r e c a l l  having seen.  

A.  That could be s o  many p laces  l i k e  I have landed 
i n  t h e  p a s t .  
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Q. This wodad have been e a r l y  i n  your t o u r  now. Re-
member, it was i n  t h e  f i r s t  rnonfi. 

A.  . Right ,  s ir .  You ' l l  remember a l s o  from my r ecords ,  
s i r ,  t h a t  I l e f t  t h e  174th i n  May. I q o t  approximately,  Z d o n ' t  
know what my record? would show, I th ink  it was some 200 Hours. 
And a f t e r  t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  very many more hours  a t  a l l ;  keti 
I moved up as t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  I r e a l l y  d i a i k  get 
a s  much exper ience  &s say  a normal s l i c k  p i l o t  would have g o t t e n  
i f  h e ' d  s t a p e d  witki ah a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  company t h e  w l i ' c i h  
t ime. I cannot say f o r  s u r e .  Le t  me say  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  kkieognize 
th i s  s p e c i f i c  a r e a t  

LTC PATTERSON: perhaps on landing  they  might have been g9ated 
on a bank watching t h e  approach. I w i l l  show you photogkabh 
P-13 which we be l i eve  is  the  a r e a  r i g h t  along i n  h e r e .  ?his  
i n d i v i d u a l  is  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e .  This one i s  t h i s  one Emd 
SO on. 

A. I am t ry i r ig  t o  f i n d  t h e  o t h e r  man ho ld ing  t h e  p l o t t i n g  
c h a r t .  I d o n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q Well, he ' d  be back down over  he re .  Orientatidtk of 
t h e  p i c t u r e  would be t h a t  t h e s e  people on t h i s  dyke would be 
coming o u t  t h i s  way. 

#. It looks t d  me l i k e -t h i s  man i s  t h i s  man. Nd b a t  
k a n ' t  be r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: The man wi th  h i s  eibows behind h i s  head is i b c a t e d  
r i g h t  t h e r e .  

A. The he lmet ' s  on h is  knee. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Y e s .  Then t h e  Vietnamese is n e x t  t o  him and then 
the man without  h i s  helmet and then  t h e  man c l o s e s t  t o  the3 
camera i n  P-13 i s  t h e  one t o  t h e  extreme r i g h t .  The o t h e r s  
whose faces  you cannot see have drawn back a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
takes  o f f .  

A. Once again ,  I j u s t  do n o t  rerhember t h e  specific 
place.  
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Q- . Did you e v e r  meet Captain MEDINA? 

A. Never met him a s  t o  be introduced t o  him. I can 
remember a  person t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  with a Spanish accent .  
I ' m  s u r e  it was Captain MEDINA s i n c e  I ' v e  seen him on TV and 
in terv iews wi th  var ious  people on TV. This  i s  t h e  person 
t h a t  I ' d  seen i n  Vietnam. A t  t h a t  t ime I d i d  n o t  know h i s  
name was Captain MEDINA. 

Did you ever  s e e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  o u t  on an opera t ion  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  
Q a  


A. Y e s ,  sir. I can remember working wi th  him a few 
times.  

Q. This  i n d i v i d u a l  has been i n d e n t i f i e d  t o  us a s  
cap ta in  MEDINA, t h e  one who is  p o i n t i n g  a t  t h e  camera o r  
poin t ing  a t  t h e  l i f t o f f .  

A. I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember working wi th  Captain 
MEDINA on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

9- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  code names which 
was used on t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  But I r e m e d e r e d  them when Colonel PATTERSON 
mentioned them. Coyote w a s  t h e  headquar ters  c a l l s i g n .  

Q- And t h e  numbers would i n d i c a t e  t h e  u n i t s  of  t h e  t a s k  
force .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  This w a s  not  t h e  l a s t  t ime. La te r  on 
because I w a s  b a t t a l i o n  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  I was i n  charge dissem- 
i n a t i n g  and making S O I .  The c a l l s i g n  system was d r a s t i c a l l y  
changed. I c a n ' t  remember what t h e  month was. Of course,  
they were normally changed over a pe r iod  of t ime simply t o  
keep t h e  enemy from a s s o c i a t i n g  numbers and names, c a l l  s i g n s  
with people. A 6 was always t h e  commanding o f f i c e r .  A 1 
would be t h e  S1, 2  t h e  S 2 ,  and so  on down t h e  l i n e .  his was 
changed g iv ing  nonsense-type names usua l ly  two-letter--two- 
word c a l l s i g n s  with i n  most cases  two d i g i t s .  I n  o t h e r  words 
t h e  CO might be something l i k e  9 8  s o  t h a t  t h e  enemy could 
not  know t h a t  6 w a s  going t o  be t h e  CO. I do remember one 
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o t h e r  c a l l s i g n  t h a t  Colonel PATTERSON made me  remember Wd9 
t h e  s w i f t b o a t ' s ,  Sane Drake, I be l i eve  t h a t  was t h e  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  c a l l s i g n  of t h e  br igade?  

A .  Brigade? You mentioned it e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  b u t  ~ ' v e  
fo rgo t t en  it a l ready.  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h e  c a i l s i g n  of t h e  commading 
genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. No, s i t 4  I do n o t .  

Q Did you use a 1:50,O 00 map a s  you were f l y i n g  of 
d i d  you use a pickornap? 

A. Usually 1:50,000 o r  1:25,000. The normal type  
map we d i d  use w a s  t h e  1:50,000 , I be l i eve .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  Show you pictomap 1:25,000 (MAP-4) ; 
Are you comfortable wi th  t h a t  map? You ' l l  n o t i c e  Route 
is  j u s t  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  edge of t h e  map. A t  t h e  very bdktom 
t h e r e  you s e e  t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  Song Tra Khuc. 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  

Q We're t a l k i n g  &out u p t i g h t  t o  t h e  fiorth of the 
Quang Ngai River. 

A.  I f  I can f i n d  u p t i g h t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  One af t h e s e  
two h i l l s  was Uptight.  

Q Okay. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go through t h e  opera t ion  ti& 
i n  as much d e t a i l  a s  we f e e l  tcJe know it and a t  l e a s t  a s  far 
as you ' re  concerned as an a v i a t o r  and perhaps as  t h e  C & C 
p i l o t  f o r  Colonel BARKER, with t h e  hopes t h a t  maybe t h e  f a c t s  
a s  I r e l a t e  them t o  you, a s  we be l i eve  they  occurred ,  cad 
r e f r e s h  your memory even more. We're a t tempt ing  t o  p u l l  i n -
formation from you t h a t  we recognize i s  o l d ,  i t ' s  been some 
time ago. We have reason t o  be l i eve  the lift was a nine-ship 
l i f t  and t h e  174th Aviat ion Dolphins v?ere t h e  l e a d ,  furn ished  
t h e  l e a d  and fu rn i shed  a goodly number of a i r c r a f t  f o r  Dbe 
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nine-ship l i f t  b u t  n o t  a l l  of them. And on t h e  morning of 16 
March about 0645 hours,  t h e  s l i c k s  departed Duc Pho. I t  would 
be an assumption on my p a r t ,  b u t  it would seem t h a t  t h e  C&C 
a i r c r a f t  would have l e f t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s l i c k s ,  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  would have. 

Q- And t h a t  i f  you were C&C,  you would have been a t  
LZ ~ o t t i ewhen t h e  s l i c k s  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  somewhere i n  
the v i c i n i t y  of 0705, 0710, 0715 hours.  The Dolphins were 
joined a t  LZ Dot t i e  by some R a t t l e r s  and perhaps en r o u t e  t o  
~ o t t i eby a Primo a i r c r a f t  from t h e  11th Brigade. 

A.  Yes, sir. I remember one Primo d i d  suppor t  us. 
They usua l ly  gave no more than one s h i p .  They had two Hueys 
I be l i eve .  

Q =  I t ' s  an assumption on my p a r t ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  
you were i n  a p l a c e  where you could have seen o r  a t  l e a s t  
recognized t h a t  t h e  Dolphin a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  PZ. 
Probably you took o f f  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  Dolphins 
took o f f .  I t ' s  an assumption on my p a r t  bu t  because of t h e  
timing involved as w e  understand it from records t h e  Dolphins 
probably d i d  n o t  s h u t  down b u t  went t o  f l i g h t  i d l e .  

A. Yes, sir.  This would be s t andard  procedure f o r  
t h a t  time frame. 

Q- The a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  f o r  the LZ, f i r s t  LZ, 
was f i r e d  o u t  of  LZ Uptight loca ted  a t  coordina tes  approximately 
728851. The gun-target  l i n e  w a s  almost due south ,  a l i t t l e  
southwest, i n t o  an a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  wes t  of wha t ' s  i d e n t i f i e d  
on your map as t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) . 
A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The s l i c k s  i n  Vee's of t h r e e ,  t h r e e  Vee's,  n ine  s l i c k s ,  
joined a t  a l t i t u d e  over  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Route 1, 
southbound, l inked  up with t h e  two Sharks which had been over-
head, o r b i t i n g  over  ~ o t t i ewa i t ing  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  t o  p u l l  o f f .  
And t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  would have been i n  t h e  pre-opera t ional  
a rea  g e t t i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  going and f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  LZ a r e a  
i t s e l f .  
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But t h e  format ion  of  s l i c k s  approached from t h e  sou th  t o  
t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85 and landed i n  t h e  open r i c e  paddy 
immediately w e s t  of My La i  ( 4 )  . I t  w a s  preceeded by t h e  two 
gunships ,  one on each f l a n k  of t h e  format ion ,  suppres s ion  
runs .  The s h i p s  touched down and t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g ,  
permiss i o n  hav ing  been r e c e i v e d  from Colonel  BARKER. There 
w a s  no mark. The r e q u e s t  f o r  a mark o r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  was 
r e l a y e d  from Colonel  BARKER t o  Dolphin l e a d ,  a sk ing  i f  he  
needed a mark, and Dolphin l e a d  r e p l i e d :  "Negative mark 
r e q u i r e d ,  I see the a r t i l l e r y . ' '  

A .  f don'  t remember t h a t  a c t u a l  r e q u e s t .  Ne i the r  
do  I remember making a marking run.  

Q The s l i c k s  depa r t ed ,  co ld  LZ, and the Sharks  made 
an  o r b i t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  a c lockwise  f a sh ion .  I t  s t a r t e d  t o  make 
o r b i t  and p icked  up a couple  of VC s u s p e c t s ,  males t o  the 
n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My La i .  I show you an a e r i a l  photo-
graph ( - W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  two Vietnamese were someQhere 
i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t ,  t h e  open a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h i s  
be ing  t h e  LZ. They engaged them by doorguns, r e l a t i v e l y  low 
l e v e l  i n  slow t i g h t  c i r c l e s  one of  t h e  s h i p s ,  and marked w i t h  
smoke i n  an a t t empt  t o  g e t  t h e  ground t r o o p s  t h a t  were s e c u r i n g  
t h e  LZ o u t  t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  g e a r .  The ground t r o o p s  were hold-
i n g  a t  t h i s  t ime because t h e  second l i f t  w a s  go ing  t o  come i n  
i n  a few moments and they  were going t o  s e c u r e  t h e  LZ. The 
Sharks t h e n  went s o u t h  and engaged a lone  i n d i v i d u a l  and had 
some t r o u b l e  l o c a t i n g  him, b u t  it was t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  LZ 
i n  an area j u s t  a c r o s s  o r  t o  t h e  sou th  of Highway 521 i n  a tree 
l i n e .  While t h i s  w a s  going on, t h e  Warlords,  Company B of t h e  
123d, w a s  on s t a t i o n ,  hav ing  a r r i v e d  a l i t t l e  l a t e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
a t  about  t h e  t i m e  LZ w a s  going t h a t  they  were going t o  be  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  They were only  l a t e  by 3 o r  4 min-
u t e s  perhaps .  But t hey  had d i scovered  something worth f i r i n g  
a t  on t h e  nor thern- -nor th-eas te rn  edge of H i l l  85 and w e r e  making 
gun runs ,  r o c k e t  and minigun p a s s e s ,  from n o r t h e a s t  t o  sou thwes t  
a long  t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of 85. The second l i f t  touched down 
about  t h i s  t i m e .  Time w a s  now about  0751 hours  i n  t h e  morning. 
And a s  t hey  depa r t ed  on t h e  second touchdown, one of  t h e  Dolphins 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some f i r e  t aken  from one of t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
Colone l  BARKER ques t ioned  t h i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  h o t ,  
t hen  g e t t i n g  a conf i rmat ion .  Right  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  went 
i n  when t h e  a c t i v i t y  of a t  l e a s t  two people  be ing  s e g r e g a t e d  by 
t h e  Warlord e lement  somewhere t o  t h e  sou thwes t  on 521 began. 
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So w e  have no reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER o r  the  
c&C was anywhere where they could have seen  t h i s  opera t ion ,  
b u t  another  C&C a i r c r a f t  d i d  become involved and d i d  i n  
f a c t  pick up two Vietnamese males. The second LZ had been 
planned f o r  a l a t e r  t ime, which was moved up because of t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of n i n e  s l i c h  a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  l i f t ,  making in-  
s e r t i o n  of C/1/20 west of My Lai a  much quicker  opera t ion  
-khan o r i g i n a l l y  planned because of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t .  
We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER cranked up t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  o u t  of LZ Uptight and s t a r t e d  t h e  LZ prep f o r  t h e  
second LZ sometime r i g h t  a f t e r  8  o ' c lock .  I n  f a c t ,  t he  f i r s t  
rounds f e l l  about 0811 hours i n  the  morning. Colonel BARKER 
ind ica ted  a planned touchdown i n  t h e  second LZ f o r  0815. The 
a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  g e t  s h u t  o f f  i n  time, the  s h i p s  d i d  have 
t o  make a go-around, and f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  i n s e r t i o n  Colonel 
BARKER'S s h i p  d i d  make a  marking run. We b e l i e v e  according 
t o  our  evidence t h a t  the  mark was yellow. Two l i f t s  went 
i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  LZ which was j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of 
P i n k v i l l e  a s  we know it i n  a dry ,  open f i e l d ,  LZ cold.  Right 
a f t e r  the  lift w e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
i n  h i s  s h i p  went back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Time wise,  it was some-
time a f t e r  0830 hours i n  the morning. 

A. Low on f u e l .  

Q- Fuel  was about exhausted and t h e  s h i p  would have 
re turned  f o r  needed f u e l .  We know t h a t  Colonel BARKER was 
back a i rborne  a t  0855 hours i n  t h e  morning which would have 
made t h i s  r e f u e l i n g  opera t ion  a t  D o t t i e  a quick opera t ion ,  
bu t  n o t  ex t rao rd ina ry  so .  

A. No, sir .  

Q- There would n o t  have been t ime t o  s h u t  down. W e  
a l s o  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  whi le  Colonel BARKER'S s h i p  
was r e f u e l i n g ,  Colonel HENDERSON'S a i r c r a f t  came i n  and r e f u e l e d ,  
e i t h e r  behind o r  bes ide ,  and it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON d i d  s e e  one another .  A t  any r a t e  
a t  0  855 hours Colonel BARKER was again a i rborne  and t a l k i n g  
t o  h i s  ground elements. The information concerning t h e  land- 
ing  of the  Warlord element on t o p  of H i l l  85 and t h e  mortar 
rounds was t ak ing  p lace  a t  t h i s  time. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Bravo 6 
requested from Colonel BARKER permission t o  f i r e  h i s  mortars.  
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Bravo e lement  was t h e  second LZ element i n  c l o s e  proximity  t o  
P i n k v i l l e  and he  d e s i r e d  t o  f i r e  h i s  mor ta rs  o n t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
t o  h i s  e a s t .  Coyote 6 gave him permiss ion t o  f i r e .  Bravo 
a l s o  a t  t h i s  t i m e  had a requirement  f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  and t h e  dus t -
o f f  requi rement  was j u s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  immediately wes t  of Pink-
v i l l e  p roper .  This  d u s t o f f  w a s  accomplished by a medevac s h i p ,  
number 252 .  The s w i f t  b o a t s  were a l s o  engaged a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
i n  t ime o f f  t h e  c o a s t  and t h e i r  miss ion was b lock ing  any sea-
ward movement. The mor ta r  rounds found on H i l l  85 were blown 
and t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  over  t h e  a i r  by s e v e r a l  
s o u r c e s ,  Warlord,  Coyote 6 ,  Colonel  BARKER, and t h e  Sharks 
concerning t h e  l a r g e  number of  evadees on 5 2 1  going t o  t h e  
southwest  and a190 some comlng o u t  of t h e  no r th -no r theas t e rn  
p a r t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . The Sharks even i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  people  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they  were men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  The 
Sharks had gone o f f  s t a t i o n  a t  about  9  o ' c l o c k  t o  r e f u e l  them-
s e l v e s .  They were back on s t a t i o n  a t  0915 o r  0920 when t h e  
c a l l  f o r  a d u s t o f f  aga in  came from Bravo 6 element.  Cglonel  
BARKER dec ided  t o  make t h e  d u s t o f f  h imse l f  i n  h i s  own air- . 

c r a f t ,  and on a mark a f t e r  t h e  a r e a  was secu red  ano the r  dus t -
o f f  was made from t h e  immediate a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  by Colonel  
BARKER and h i s  a i r c r a f t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h r e e  wounded were brought  
aboard. 

A. May I i n t e r r u p t ,  s i r ?  I 
Q Y e s .  

A. Was Captain  MEDINA i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of  t h a t  
medevac? I 
Q No. Capta in  MEDINA was t h e  commander of  t h e  company
i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a .  This  medevac was made by Colonel  BARKER 
i n  h i s  a i r c r a f t  w h l l e  he  w a s  aboard.  En r o u t e  back o r  e n  r o u t e  
a f t e r  d e p a r t i n g  from t h e  d u s t o f f ,  talcing off: from t h e  d u s t o f f  
s i t e ,  Colonel  BARKER dec ided  t o  have t h e  a i r c r a f t  d rop  him o f f  
a t  D o t t i e  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  proceed on wi th  t h e  wounded t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  evac  h o s p i t a l .  Colonel  BARKER depa r t ed  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
a t  D o t t i e .  We have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  General  KOSTER had a r r i v e d  and was p r e s e n t  a t  D o t t i e .  
H i s  s h i p  could  have been r e f u e l i n g  o r  it could  have been s h u t  
down on t h e  V I P  pad. Colonel  HENDERSON'Sa i r c r a f t  w e  f e e l  w a s  
a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  However Colonel  BARKER' 
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c&C went on, depos i ted  t h e  wounded, came back, and requested 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  Task Force Barker TOC, Coyote 65. I t  
rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  land and s h u t  down. 

A .  Excuse me, s ir .  Was t h i s  dus to f f  t h a t  Colonel BARKER'S 
a i r c r a f t  made, t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t ,  d i d  they go i n  f a c t  t o  t h e  
medical r ece iv ing  s t a t i o n  on Ky H a  pad a t  Chu Lai?  

Q- We b e l i e v e  they d id .  The events  a f t e r  t h i s  time 
frame now p u t  us about 0950, LO o ' c lock  i n  the  morning when 
the  C & C a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  back a t  Dot t i e .  A t  about 1020 o r  
very s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e r e  came a  c a l l  f o r  another  dus to f f .  
And a dus to f f  a i r c r a f t ,  t he  s l i c k  you saw i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  no t  
a medevac s h i p  was dispatched t o  t h e  f i e l d  from t h e  TOC a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  t o  pick up t h e  wounded colored s o l d i e r  wi th  t h e  s h o t  
l e f t  foo t .  This occurred somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 1020 
o r  1030 hours.  

A. Was t h i s  pickup t o  t h e  south of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

Q- We f e l l  t h a t  t h a t  pickup w a s  made from t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  here .  

A. No, s ir .  I remember going i n  somewhere t o  t h e  
south of t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  I could n o t  p inpo in t  it exac t ly  - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Because of t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  
photographs t h a t  you looked a t  of the i n d i v i d u a l s  coming o u t  
from t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  from the  south- 
e rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  w i th  the a i r c r a f t  
fac ing  t o  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  i n d i c a t i n g  fac ing  t o  the  
e a s t .  

A .  Yes, sir. I agree with t h a t .  

Q. The events  a f t e r  t h i s  time a r e  a l i t t l e  hazy, b u t  
somewhere around 1130 Major CALHOUN went ou t  and climbed i n  t h e  
a i r p l a n e  and took t h i s  s h o r t  f l i g h t  t h a t  I mentioned e a r l i e r .  
He got  down almost t o  My Lai  (4) and turned  around and re-  
turned. 

A. Without landing? 
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Q - Returned t o  Dot t i e  and landed. 

A. He j u s t  flew o u t  and came back. 

Q. Right. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  landing  t h e r e ?  We do 
n o t  know whether he d i d  o r  not .  

A. No, sir. I was asking you t o  s e e  i f  maybe this 
would jog something i n  my head, b u t  I don' t remember. 

Q. Anything t h a t  I ' v e  covered he re ,  do you seem to 
r e c a l l  any of i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  b i t s  and p ieces .  I have t o  go on what 
I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you mentioned anything new 
t h a t  we h a d n ' t  covered e a r l i e r .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you four  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  have 
been marked Exhibi t s  31C, 38'2, 39C, and 4 1 C ,  and ask you i f  
i n  your f l i g h t  on t h i s  day i n  Colonel BARKER'S C&C you 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  any scenes such as  these .  

A. That  p a r t i c u l a r  scene,  no, s ir .  Wasn't t h i s  
publ ic ized?  I th ink  I *saw it somewhere. 

Q e  Which one a r e  you looking a t ?  

Q. Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  has  been. 

A. I do n o t  remember, sir.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
i f  4 1 C  i s  t h e  same s t a c k  of  bodies  t h a t  I remember see ing  when 
w e  d id  come i n  and land  south of My Lai .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it is.  
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e  bodies  I saw were o rde r ly  s tacked,  n o t  
j u s t  l i k e  they 've  been thrown i n  a p i l e  l i k e  t h e s e  appear. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  same. I t  could be ,  though I d o n ' t  
t h ink  it i s ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q =  Well, can you f i x  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  road along 
t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  hamlet about how f a r  south of t h e  ham-
l e t  l i n e  you th ink  you saw t h e  p i l e  of bodies? 
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A. We landed ,  as I recal l ,  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e ,  somewhere i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y .  A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  
t h e  bod ie s  were t o  t h e  r i g h t  f r o n t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  s o  they 
would have t o  been,  judging from t h e  s c a l e  of t h i s  photograph,  
about hal fway between t h e  t r e e  l i n e  o f  My Lai  t h e  sou th  end o f  
~y La i ,  and t h i s  s m a l l  a hedgerow o r  whatever .  

Q- The s m a l l  t r e e  l i n e  below t h e  r i c e  paddies .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They were approximately  e q u i d i s t a n t  from 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Q* Were they  on a road o r  o t h e r  pathway? 

A. I c a n ' t  recal l .  A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  I remembered 
l and ing  i n  a r ice paddy. Apparent ly  I d i d  no t .  They w e r e  n o t  
i n  water, t hey  w e r e  on dry  land .  

Q s  Well,  t h e r e  a r e  rice paddies  immediately a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  a r e a  where you might have landed i n  va r ious  d i r e c t i o n s  
s o  t h a t  you could  have found s o l i d  f o o t i n g  f o r  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
and a t  t h e  same t i m e  been very c l o s e  t o  a r i c e  paddy. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  when 
you made t h i s  medevac on which you saw t h e s e  bod ie s  t o  your  
f r o n t  as you d e p a r t e d  o r  do you r e c a l l  o v e r f l y i n g  any f r i e n d l y  
t roops ? 

A. I remember t r o o p s  i n  t h e  area. Whether w e  overf lew 
them o r  n o t  I could  n o t  s a y ,  s ir .  

Q- On your  d e p a r t u r e  do you recal l  t h e  g e n e r a l  f l i g h t  
pa th?  You w e r e  l i g h t  probably s o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  concern about 
power. I assume you w e r e  n o t  f l y i n g .  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l ,  s i r ,  i f  I w a s  f l y i n g  o r  n o t .  

9- Do you r e c a l l  c l e a r i n g  o r  any o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  
area, any n e c e s s i t y  t o  c l e a r  your  f l i g h t  pa th?  

A. Not any o t h e r  reason  o t h e r  t h a n  would be normal,  
j u s t  as you do a l l  t h e  t ime ,  r e a l l y .  
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Q. W e l l ,  do you recal l  s e e i n g  a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  NO,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Taking n o t i c e  o f  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  akea.  

Q* O r  a f t e r  ach iev ing  some a l t i t u d e  do you r e c a l l  
looking  down and s e e i n g  any f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  o r  h e l i c o p t e k s  
anywhere e l s e ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  I t  seems s t r a n g e  t o  m e  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' d  a c t u a l l y  seen  c a s u a l t i e s .  I c a n ' t  
remember making any s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I c a n ' t  Etimember 
t h a t  evening t a l k i n g  about  it a s  I t h i n k  I probably would have.  
This  b o t h e r s  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t c  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  a f t e r  anyone of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n &  t h a t  
you were involved  i n  t a l k i n g  about  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  l a r g e  number 
of  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occur red?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  Simply I guess as a m a t t e r  o f  p r i d e ,  
gunship and s l i c k  doorgunners when they  d i d  k i l l  an  enehy 
and it was confirmed t o  be ah enemy, t a l k e d  about  it a i k e r -
wards. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  about  l a r g e  numbers 
of c a s u a l t i e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  by t h e  a i r c r a f t  bilk k i l l e d  
by some o t h e r  means? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  evening.  No, g i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h e a r i n g  any t i m e  
du r ing  t h i s  day of  an unusual  i n c i d e n t  between one of Dhe OH-23's 
of  t h e  aero-scouts  and t h e  ground element?  Any s t o r y  of a h e l -
i c o p t e r  p i l o t  hav ing  had some s o r t  of a d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  ground 
f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  C o r r e c t  me i f  I'm wrong h e r e ,  b u t  3. b e l i e v e  
h i s  name w a s  Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 
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Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  a sk ing  you about  what you 've  r e c e n t l y  
read.  What I ' m  a sk ing  you t o  do i s  t h i n k  back t o  anyth ing  you 
may have hea rd  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  you w e r e  l i s t e n i n 7  on t h e . r a d i o  
of t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  any th ing  t h a t  you may have h e a r d  a f t e r  you 
g o t  back t o  LZ Bronco t h a t  n i g h t  about  a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  hav ing  
complained about  t h e  a c t i o n  of  t h e  ground f o r c e s  o r  having landed 
and having e x t r a c t e d  c i v i l i a n s  from i n  f r o n t  of t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, sir ,  no th ing  a t  a l l .  A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  it 
seems odd t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  would n o t  have been any t a l k  about  
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t a l k  a long  t h a t  n a t u r e  a t  a l l ,  e i t h e r  
of an i n c i d e n t  such as you d e s c r i b e d  o r  as  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l a r g e  
amounts of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  
whatsoever.  

Q- W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back and a g a i n s t  what 
you hea rd  i n  t h e  meantime wonder why you d i d n ' t  h e a r  it a t  an 
earl ier  t i m e .  But I ' d  r a t h e r  you t r y  and t h i n k  of  t h a t  what 
you d i d  h e a r  and anyth ing  t h a t  nay have been unusual  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  you wou ldn ' t  have connected w i t h  any l a r g e  
number o f  k i l l i n g s ,  b u t  something t h a t  was unusual  i n  t h e  
f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  day. 

A. No, sir. I recal l  no th ing  o f  t h a t  sort .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel  BARKER i n  t h e  
course  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  engaged i n  any s h a r p  exchange i n  
any s h a r p  exchange w i t h  t h e  TOC o r  any th ing  of t h a t  s o r t ,  where 
he was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  TOC and g e t t i n g  some k ind  of r e p o r t  t h a t  
may have u p s e t  him and a sk ing  f o r  more in fo rma t ion?  

A. No, sir. I do n o t ,  and I ' v e  thought  about  t h i s  p r i o r  
t o  today.  I can remember n o t h i n g  a long  t h o s e  l i n e s .  

Q- W e l l ,  w e  do have a t a p e  o f  some of  t h e  a i r  t r a f f i c  
t h a t  day, of  t h e  communications, and I ' m  going t o  sugges t  Colonel  
PATTERSON s i t  down w i t h  you and l e t  you h e a r  t h e  t a p e  and s e e  i f  
any of  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  you r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  t h i n g s  you may have 
heard  t h a t  are n o t  caught  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t a p e  b u t  r e l a t e  t o  
what is  on t h e  t a p e .  W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1835 hour s ,  6 February 1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1130 hours ,  7 February. b T c , s  -
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: Th@hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC 
PATTERSON apd MAJ GYNN. 

cap ta in  GARBOW, you a r e  reminded you a r e  s t i l$  
under oa th .  

Have yau l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t a p e  recording  ( ~ x h j g j t  
M-20) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q Did t h e  t a p e  recording h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l  aqy gf
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it d id .  I t  brought q u i t e  a few t l ~ i g g ~  
t o  mind t h a t  happened t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  would you s t a r t  a t  t h e  beginning. $ 
i n s t r u c t e d  you t o  mahe no tes  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  i n f o r m a t $ ~ pt h a t  
could h e l p  you r e c a l l  any of t h e  events  o r  people.  Woqld you 
s t a r t  a t  t h e  beginning of your  no tes  and i n d i c a t e  f o r  thg  re-
cord what you t h i n k  you recognized o r  what means sometk$nq t o  
you from t h e  t ape .  

A. Yes, sir.  To begin wi th ,  page 1, I r e c o g n i z ~ dthe 
voice  of Hel ix  33 a s  be ing  one of  t h e  ~ i rForce p i l o t s ,  p i l o t -
i n g  an 0-2-type a i r c r a f t  t h a t  w e  worked with a t  t h i s  p.eyiqd ~f 
time. 

Q Do you know Hel ix  33 I s  name? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Would you know it i f  you heard i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Majo r  GOLDEN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  nave. 
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a .  A l l  r i g h t .  

A.  And l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t a p e  I ' v e  come t o  t h e  conclu- 
s i o n  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  Dolphin l e a d ,  a i r c r a f t  commander, w a s  
L i eu t enan t  MILLIKIN who w a s  my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  1st 
Pla toon  l e a d e r  of  t h e  174th  A s s a u l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Company. I d o n ' t  
have a  page number h e r e ,  b u t  I do remember h e a r i n g  t h e  p a r t s  of  
t h i s  conve r sa t ion .  

Q- What t y p e  o f  conve r sa t ion?  

A. I remember d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  Dolphin l e a d  a s k i n g  f o r  
a comrno check t h e r e  on page 1 and t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a l l e d  back. 

Q. T h i s  i s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  t a p e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it w a s .  I remember a l s o  a t  t h i s  time'^ 
was i n  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  a i r c r a f t  and w e  were a i r b o r n e  a t  
t h i s  t ime.  

Q. Did you know t h a t  Coyote 6 gave a  t i m e  check? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  h e  gave t h e  t i m e  check a s  
0722.  

Q. And you f e e l  you w e r e  a i r b o r n e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I w a s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where you were a i r b o r n e  a t ,  w e r e  you 
over  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. I f  w e  w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i  
we w e r e  en r o u t e  from ~ o t t i e .  I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you an e x a c t  l o -
c a t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember now t a k i n g  o f f  from D o t t i e  o r  de- 
p a r t i n g  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER from D o t t i e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a ?  

A.. No, s i r ,  t h e  a c t u a l  t a k e o f f  I do n o t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember now whether  o r  n o t  you a r r i v e d  a t  
D o t t i e  and s h u t  down and wa i t ed  f o r  Colonel  BARKER and then  
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cranked up again ,  o r  any of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  your a c t i v i t i e s  of  
t h e  e a r l y  morning? 

A. No, sir ,  t h i s  was a complete blank. 

Q - What next  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  The nex t  t h i n g  I remember was Dolphin Lead asking-- 
I ' m  looking f o r  t h e  a rea  where he said--here it i s  on page 3--
when Dolphin Lead s a i d  he was 3 minutes o u t  a t  t h i s  t ime. 
Coyote 6 ,  "Roger. No r e s t r i c t i o n s  on doorgunners ." 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. I remember something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  saying  t h e r e  
would be  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on doorgunners. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  now who might have been r i d i n g  i n  
your h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  you o r  wi th  Colonel BARKER, o t h e r  i n d i v i -  
duals?  

A .  No, sir. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  t h i s ,  b u t  
I r e a l l y  cannot remember. 

Q. What e l s e ?  

A.  The n e x t  t h i n g  I remember was on page 4 when Shark 
6 made h i s  f i r s t  t ransmiss ion  on t h e  t ape .  Shark 6 ,  I remember , 

t h e  man's name, I can remerrber only h i s  f i r s t  name i s  Lanny. I 
have s i n c e  been t o l d  h i s  l a s t  name was MCCRARY. 

Q. Would t h a t  be MCCRARY? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  MCCRARY. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  Captain MCCRARY you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  being 
Shark 6? 

A. Yes, s ir .  


Q- What's t h e  nex t  t h i n g  you r e c a l l ?  


A. The next  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I recognized a s  hear ing  be- 
f o r e  t h e  voice of Coyote 23 .  I ' v e  s i n c e  been t o l d  t h a t  Coyote 
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23 was the PZ coordina tor .  I n  o t h e r  words, he  was t h e  person 
to coordina te  w i t h  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  t o  which i n f a n t r y  would g e t  
into which a i r c r a f t  f o r  vhich l i f t .  1 remember hear ing  h i s  
voice s e v e r a l  t imes be fo re  as  he d i d  work i n  t h i s  r o l e  s e v e r a l  
times. 

Q- What w a s  h i s  loca t ion?  

A.  H i s  l o c a t i o n  was a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  them a t  Dot t i e ,  
however I d i d  make a  smal l  ske tch  which I b e l i e v e  w i l l  show t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t ,  the p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I observed t h e  
slicks approaching t h e  LZ. I b e l i e v e  w e  were i n  approximately 
t h i s  l o c a t i o n  which would have been nor th  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q* I s e e .  A 1 1  r i g h t ,  you f e e l  when t h e  s l i c k s  were 
inbound t o  t h e  LZ t h a t  t h e  C & C  s h i p ,  your s h i p ,  and Colonel 
BARKER, was t o  t h e  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. I ' v e  a l s o  come t o  t h e  conclusion 
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day was my f i r s t  experience t o  work i n  a 
C&C a i r c r a f t  w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n  commander conducting a combat as-
s a u l t .  

Q- How do you come t o  t h a t  conclusion? 

A. It j u s t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  it was; I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
give any s t r o n g  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  conclusion. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  go back t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m s  
t h a t  you r e c a l l .  

A. O n  page 5, I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l  by 
Warlord Alpha l ead  t h a t  he was making a rocke t  run .  H i s  e x a c t  
words were: "This is  Warlord. We've g o t  one r o c k e t  run i n  pro- 
g ress  now. If you' 11 j u s t  s t a y  where you a r e  we ' 11 go p a s t  you. " 
I b e l i e v e  he was t a l k i n g  t o  one of t h e  Shark a i r c r a f t  who was 
working t h i s  a r e a .  The a r e a  w a s  d iv ided  between t h e  Warlords 
and t h e  Shark a i r c r a f t ,  d iv ided  simply s o  they would n o t  i n t e r -  
f e r e  with each o t h e r .  
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Q *  Do you r e c a l l  what was t h e  genera l  d i v i d i n g  area 
between the  two? 

A. The t ape  reminded me. I would no t  have known i f  
I had n o t  heard t h e  t a p e ,  b u t  the d iv id ing  l i n e  was t h e  road 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  521. 

0. Do you r e c a l l ,  d i d  t h e  t ape  r e f r e s h  your memory, 
o r  d i d  it implant t h e  f a c t  t h a t  521 was a boundary, do you re-
c a l l  t h a t  as  being t h e  boundary a t  t h e  time? 

A. I do n o t  remember exac t ly  t h a t  road 521 being t h e  
d iv id ing  l i n e ,  however I do remember t h e  Warlords working i n  a 
genera l ly  s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  Sharks 
working nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I do n o t  remember t h e  d iv id ing  
l i n e  exac t ly .  

Q - A t  t h e  t ime do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  over  t h e  
a i r  concerning coordina t ion  between t h e  Warlords and t h e  
Sharks ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  Correct ion,  I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h a t  
i n  t h e  tape .  On page 6 I remembered t h e  s ta tement  by Shark 6, 
t he  a c t u a l  r a d i o  c a l l  where he dropped some r e d  smoke over t h e  
a r e a  where he had k i l l e d  two "dinks ,"  and I quote,  "They g o t  
weapons, handgrenades and a l l  t h e  web gear  i n  t h e  world r i g h t  
o u t  h e r e  i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy." 

Q. That was, I b e l i e v e ,  t o  the  e a s t  of t h e  LZ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it was t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  t h a t  t ransmission? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  o r  a  t ransmiss ion  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q And you r e c a l l e d  e a r l i e r  i n  your testimony see ing  
o r  hear ing  something about t h e  smoke. Did you s e e  t h e  smoke 
o r  d i d  you s e e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  over the  area?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge,  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  r e d  smoke nor t h e  a i r c r a f t  over  t h e  
a rea .  
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Q. But you f e l t  i n  previous testimony t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  
was t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  My Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f e l t  t h a t  it was. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  what ' s  t h e  next  i t em t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. On pages 7 and 8 t h e r e  i s  a r ad io  t ransmiss ion  by 
Shark 6 r e fe renc ing  some ammo boxes. I r e c a l l ,  t h e  t a p e  a c t -
u a l l y  r e f reshed  my memory, I b e l i e v e ,  I do remember hear ing  
something about ammo boxes. 

Q. I f  I ' m  c o r r e c t ,  what y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  he re  i s  
when t h e  Shark 6 i s  indica t ing-- these  ammo boxes and t h i s  in-
d iv idua l  were due south  of t h e  LZ. 

A. I do n o t  remember them a s  t o  where they  w e r e .  

Q. But t h e  e n t r y  t h a t  you t h i n k  you r e c a l l  hea r ing ,
something about ammo boxes, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p o i n t  was due 
south of t h e  LZ. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What nex t  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. On page 8 t h e r e  i s  a mention of number of K I A ' s ,  
enemy K I A ' s .  

Q. By whom? 

A. The conversat ion was between Coyote 6 and Coyote 
65, Coyote 6 be ing  Colonel BARKER, Coyote 65 be ing  h i s  TOC 
r ad io  opera to r .  The mention was t h a t  he had a t o t a l  of 15 
enemy K I A ' s .  I j u s t  noted t h i s  down because I d o n ' t  remember 
hear ing  t h i s  t ransmiss ion  a t  a l l .  On page 9 t h e r e  i s  mention 
made of t h e  c a l l  s ign  Rawhide 3 .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
I d o n ' t  remember Rawhide 3 .  I n  f a c t  I ' m  no t  even s u r e  who Raw-
h ide  3 is .  

Q. This  was when Rawhide 3 was t a l k i n g  t o  Coyote 6? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. This  fo l lows  very c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  transmis-
s i o n  which you do n o t  r e c a l l ,  t h e  15  r e p o r t e d  K I A ' s  from Coyote 
6 t o  Coyote 6 5 .  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you would have t u r n e d  down 
t h e  FM volume on t h i s  as f a r  a s  you were concerned and been 
t a l k i n g  a i r  t o  a i r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There  a r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  h e r e .  
The a i r c r a f t  commander and I could  have been c a r r y i n g  on a con-
v e r s a t i o n  ove r  in te rcom o r  we could  have been t a l k i n g  on UHF.  
W e  could  p o s s i b l y  have tu rned  o f f  completely t h e  FM o r  t u r n e d  
it down t o  a l e v e l  where it would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  o u r  con-
v e r s a t i o n .  

Q These c o n v e r s a t i o n s  took  p l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  second 
l i f t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  a t  least  accord ing  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
h e r e  t hey  d i d .  

A .  May I back up a minute h e r e ,  s i r ,  and check my 
p l a c e .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  would be  a f t e r  t h e  second s o r t i e  i n t o  
t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your  e a r l i e r  t es t imony
t h a t  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  l a r g e  numbers o f  people  on 521, i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a very hazy r e c o l l e c t i o n  
on my p a r t .  I remember s e e i n g  people  b u t  I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  
be  s u r e  t h a t  it was t h a t  d ~ y .  

Q. I unders tand .  You n o t i c e ,  though,  t h a t  ~ a w h i d e3 ,  
i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  you do n o t  r e c a l l ,  w a s  t a l k i n g  about  
l a r g e  numbers o f  people  moving ou-t t o  t h e  sou thwes t  a long  521. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q What n e x t  do you r e c a l l ?  Captain  GARBOW, y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e  on page 9 t h e  ca l l  from Dolphin Lead t o  Bravo 6 i n d i -
c a t i n g  t h a t ,  "We' l l  have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  we r e t u r n  from t h i s  
s o r t i e  and s e e  how many people  we can t a k e  and w e ' l l  make a 
de t e rmina t ion  then  as t o  whether  w e ' l l  make ano the r  s o r t i e  o r  
n o t . "  There a p p a r e n t l y  was some d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  how 
many l i f t s  w a s  going t o  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  B/4/3 i n t o  t h e  
second LZ. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any conve r sa t ions  i n  t h i s  
l i g h t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  Page 1 0  towards t h e  bottom of 
the  page re fe rences  conversat ion between Warlord 6 and Rawhide 
3 ,  r e fe rence  the  Skeeter ,  t h e  Skeeter  be ing  a term used t o  de- 
s c r i b e  a smal l  obse rva t i cn  h e l i c o p t e r ,  the OH-23, as  t o  some 
'Idinks" t h a t  they had spo t t ed .  We t a l k e d  about t h i s  e a r l i e r .  
The tape s t i l l  d i d  n o t  r e f r e s h  my memory. I s t i l l  do n o t  re-
member hea r ing  anything of t h i s  s o r t .  

Q- You' l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e  on page I0 t h a t  Coyote 6 was 
c a l l i n g  Char l i e  6 .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime having t o  switch t h e  FM 
frequency t o  g e t  on t o  t h e  company frequency? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember switching f requencies .  

Q- Of course,  I assume t h a t  he could have t a l k e d  t o  
c h a r l i e  6 on t h e  Barker command frequenCy. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he could have. I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  what 
w a s  t h e  procedure used t h i s  day. 

Q. You ' l l  n o t i c e  a l s o  a t  t h e  bottom of page 10 t h a t  
Coyote 6 i n d i c a t e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  second LZ 
and t h a t  t h e  touchdown i s  scheduled f o r  0815. 

A. Yes, s ir .  Now, I do n o t  remember t h i s  a c t u a l  con-
ve r sa t ion  concerning t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  However, I seem t o  remember 
t h a t  during t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  was out  over 
the beach o r  over t h e  peninsula  a r e a  which would p u t  it t o  the  
e a s t  of t h e  second LZ. 

Q- Would I be c o r r e c t  i n  assuming t h a t  it would be 
l o g i c a l  t h a t  you would o r  would n o t  have seen  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of Warlord and Skeeter  with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  l a r g e  group of 
people and t h e  segregat ion  process t h a t  was t a k i n g  p lace  t o  t h e  
southwest of My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  t h i s  time? I t  would have been d i f f i -  
c u l t  f o r  you t o  observe t h a t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  over t h e  beach? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  both of t h e s e  were happening a t  the  same 
time. I t  d e f i n i t e l y  would have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  have seen  
t h a t  from where we were. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about t h e  a l t i t u d e  you were f l y i n g ?  
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A. No, sir ,  b u t  it was s tandard  opera t ing  procedure 
t o  f l y  approximately i n  t h e  neighborhood of 1,000 t o  2,000 f e e t  
p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  avoid danger from small  arms f i r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time going lower than t h a t ,  
g e t t i n g  down on t h e  deck, so  t o  speak, o t h e r  than t h e  marking 
run which you t e s t i f i e d  t o  e a r l i e r ?  

A.  Other than  t h e  marking run, no, s ir .  Let  me s t o p  
t h e r e  and c o r r e c t  t h a t .  Upon hear ing  t h e  t ape  I seem t o  remem-

. b e r  something t h a t  might poss ib ly  have happened dur ing  t h a t  
dus to f f  t h a t  Colonel BARKER took h i s  command and c o n t r o l  chop-
p e r  i n t o  and picked up t h e  dus to f f  himself .  Do you want t o  
s k i p  back t o  t h a t  page, s i r ?  

Q . Y e s ,  go ahead. You're speaking of  t h e  dus to f f  
t h a t  occurred over near  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  one 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER'S s h i p  went i n t o ?  

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q What do you r e c a l l  about t h a t ?  

A.  I ' m  no t  s u r e  a t  a l l  i f  t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  day 
t h a t  t h i s  happened, b u t  I do remember making a dus to f f  sometime 
dur ing  my t o u r  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I a l s o  drew a small  ske tch  o f  
t h i s  a rea .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  pickup p o i n t  was approximately a 
q u a r t e r  of  a mile  i n l a n d  from t h e  peninsula  o r  beach area .  

Q Which would have been west? 

A.  Yes, sir.  I t  seems t o  me our  approach was towards 
t h e  e a s t .  We made o:lr pickup and then had t o  make a s e r i e s  o r  
a c t u a l l y  two low l e v e l  c y c l i c  t u r n s ,  an S a c t u a l l y ,  t o  avoid 
some low t r e e s  a f t e r  t a k e  o f f .  Our depar ture  was over  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  I do no t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  what we picked up t h e r e .  
I b e l i e v e  it was a d u s t o f f .  I d o n ' t  know how many people.  I 
do know t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  we made t h i s  
d u s t o f f .  

Q General ly ,  then ,  t h e  approach and depar tu re ,  a s  
you r e c a l l  it, was t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q *  Which would have t aken  you o u t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  China Sea? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go back now t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  f o r  
t h e  second LZ, page 10 o r  11, do you recall  anyth ing?  

A. On page 12  t h e r e  i s  a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Dol- 
phin  l e a d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had t o  make a  go-around o r  t h e  f l i g h t  
had t o  make a go around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  s t i l l  shoot-
i n g  wh i l e  t hey  w e r e  on t h e i r  approach i n t o  t h e  LZ. A s  i n d i c a t e d  
i n  my f i r s t  t es t imony I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  happened 
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I remember t i m e s  when t h e  S l i c k s  would 
have had t o  make a go-around on t h e i r  approach i n t o  t h e  LZ. I ' m  
s t i l l  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  ca se  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
I t  could very  w e l l  have been. 

Q- Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  very n e x t  conve r sa t ion  t h e r e  i s  
an acknowledgement by Coyote 6 o f  t h e  fact  of  t h e  go-around. 
Also an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was complete.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I no ted  t h a t .  

Q. Then a  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  Dolphin wanted 
Coyote 6 t o  go i n  and mark. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h a t  from t h e  t a p e .  Now 
t h e r e ' s  a q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind t h e r e .  I n  my e a r l i e r  t es t imony I 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  marking run it w a s  r a t h e r  l o w  
l e v e l  and I had thought  it w a s  t o o  low. his w a s  s imply because 
t h i s  w a s  one of  my f i r s t  marking runs  a f t e r  I had g o t t e n  i n  
country  and l a t e r  on I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  marking runs  w e r e  made 
very low, t h i s  was s t a n d a r d  procedure .  The t h i n g  t h a t  b o t h e r s  
me h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a mention o f  v i o l e t  smoke. I f  I may 
r ead  d i r e c t  from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  Coyote 6 s a y s :  "This i s  Coyote 
6.  Roger. Out. Dolphin l e a d .  Coyote 6 .  LZ marked. Over." 
Dolphin Lead r e p l i e s :  "This  i s  Dolphin Lead. Roger. I d e n t i f y  
marker." And t h e  n e x t  few l i n e s  Dolphin Lead comes back and 
s a y s ,  "Yellow." Now I d i s t i n c t l y  remember yel low smoke. I do 
n o t  remember v i o l e t  smoke. There i s  ano the r  q u e s t i o n  i n  my 
mind h e r e ,  t h e  n e x t  s en t ence  a f t e r  t h i s ,  h e  con t inues  t o  s ay :  
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"Roger. The ones wi th  r o t a t i n g  beacons on w i l l  t a k e  Six.  The 
r e s t  t a k e  seven. Go ahead and pop smoke." Now I c a n ' t  p l a c e  
t h i s  i n  my mind a s  how t h i s  conversat ion came about because t h e  
only t ime you'd r e a l l y  t a l k  about r o t a t i n g  beacons a s  t o  re-
p lace  t roops  on board i s  when you were on a PZ and presumably 
he re  he i s  on h i s  approach as  he has j u s t  i d e n t i f i e d  yellow 
smoke. 

Q - Well, you have t o  make an assumption t h a t  t h e  t a p e  
was running cont inuously.  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  probably what has hap-
pened t h a t  t h e  man who was making t h i s  t a p e  was simply a c t i v a t -
i n g  t h e  machine when he heard someone make a t ransmiss ion .  This  
i s  a l s o  ev iden t  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  beginnings of t r a n s -
missions a r e  c u t  s h o r t .  

Q So you would th ink  then t h a t  ~ o l p h i nLead-- "The 
ones with r o t a t i n g  beacons on w i l l  t ake  s i x .  The r e s t  w i l l  
t a k e  seven. Go ahead and pop smoke" --was made a s  he  was ap-
proaching t h e  PZ? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  v i o l e t  smoke was i n  t h e  
PZ and t h e  yellow smoke i n  t h e  LZ. 

Q. So t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  a break i n  t h e  t a p e  o r  a 
break i n  t h e  l a p s e  of t ime h e r e  o r  some e d i t i n g  of  t h e  t a p e  i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  had t o . b e  r e a l l y  because they  
were t a l k i n g  a t  t h e  beginning of page 1 2  about  having t o  make 
a go-around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was s t i l l  shoot ing.  It 
wasn ' t  u n t i l  l a t e r  on t h a t  he s a i d  he i d e n t i f i e d  v i o l e t  smoke 
which i n d i c a t e s  t o  me t h a t  t h e  t a p e  was e d i t e d ,  broken, o r  
s p l i c e d  back toge the r  o r  something of t h i s  na ture .  I t  j u s t  
doesn ' t  seem t o  f i t  t h e  way i t ' s  w r i t t e n .  

Q. You r e c a l l  dropping yellow smoke? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I do. I remember a l s o ,  a s  I t h i n k  about 
it more, our  marking run would have been made from e a s t  t o  w e s t  
a t  low l e v e l s .  This corresponded t o  what I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  
I thought we were o r b i t i n g  over t h e  beach t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
LZ. 
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Q* I understand, okay. 

A. The next  t h i n g  I remember i s  a l s o  on page 1 2 ,  down 
a t  t h e  bottom where Warlord Alpha Lead r e p o r t s  t o  Coyote 6 t h a t  
he has s p o t t e d  a mortar p o s i t i o n  and ammo on t o p  o f  h i l l  85. I 
remember a  conversat ion t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they  found a  mortar.  
~twas l a t e r  found o u t  t h a t  it was n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  a mortar,  b u t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  mortar rounds t h a t  they had found. I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  exact  conversa t ion ,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  was men-
t i o n  of mortar  and mortar rounds on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q- You' l l  n o t i c e  Coyote 6 gave permission t o  go i n  
and g e t  them. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I do n o t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  conversat ion nor 
t h a t  g r a n t i n g  o f  permission,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  Warlord 
Alpha Lead d id  i n  f a c t  go i n t o  H i l l  85. I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  
my notes  f o r  a  second. S t i l l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  these  mor tars ,  t h e  
a c t u a l  conversat ion I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  occurs  on page 17 of  
t h e  notes .  T h i s  was when t h e  EOD people were taken t o  H i l l  85, 
and they blew t h e  mortar rounds i n  p o s i t i o n .  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
remember t h e  EOD was taken t o  t h e  h i l l  nor  do I remember exact -
l y  when t h i s  was, b u t  I do remember see ing  an explosion on t o p  
of H i l l  85. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  explosion was i n  f a c t  t h e  
mortar rounds be ing  blown i n  p lace .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyone adv i s ing  a i r c r a f t  t o  s t a y
away from t h e  a r e a  o r  t o  g ive  c learance?  

A. No, sir ,  I do not .  I heard t h i s  on t h e  t a p e ,  b u t  
it d i d  no t  b r i n g  t o  mind anything. 

Q. It would appear,  then ,  t h a t  your p o s i t i o n  was no t
i n  t h e  proximity of 85 o r  you perhaps would have r e c a l l e d  
having some a c t i o n  t o  f l y  away from H i l l  85. 

A .  Yes, sir.  On page 13 ,  Coyote 6 makes a r ad io  
t ransmission back t o  h i s  headquarters  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he i s  
coming i n t o  o r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Dot t i e  t o  r e f u e l .  He a l s o  makes 
t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  h e ' d  s t o p  down i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  t h e  TOC 
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up t o  d a t e .  I ' m  very  hazy on t h i s ,  b u t  it seems t o  m e  I do 
remember e i t h e r  t h e  conve r sa t ion  o r  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t  i t s e l f ,  o f  
going back t o  D o t t i e  and r e f u e l i n g .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h i s  a t  
a l l ,  sir.  

Q. ,Wel l ,  l e t ' s  look  a t  t h a t  f o r  a moment. Was t h e  
r e f u e l i n g  area i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty  t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. I t  w a s  w i t h i n  a couple  hundred meters. 

Q Was t h e r e  ano the r  pad c l o s e r  t o  t h e  Task Force  
Barker  TOC? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, sir. I a l s o  drew a sma l l  
s k e t c h  of LZ D o t t i e  as I remember it, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  par -
t i c u l a r  p o i n t  s t r a i g h t  i n  my mind. A s  I remember, t h e  r e f u e l -
i n g  a r e a  w a s  a t  t h e  southernmost  end o f  LZ D o t t i e .  The gas  pump 
and t h e  b l adde r  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f u e l ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  JP-4, w a s  
l o c a t e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad. 

Q The r e f u e l i n g  pad w a s  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The VIP pad was d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
gas  b l a d d e r ,  o r  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t .  The V I P  pad was where 
w e  always landed whenever w e  were on a Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  mi s s ion ,  
a resupply  miss ion f o r  Task Force  Barker ,  t h e  s h i p  would normally 
l a n d  on t h e  wes te rn  edge of  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad and t h i s  would b e  
t h e  l oad ing  and o r  unloadjng p o i n t  f o r  resupply .  There  i s  an-
o t h e r  pad d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  road from t h e  VIP pad l e a d i n g  t o  
t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  VIP pad. However, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, 
t h e  pad w a s  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  day i n  q u e s t i o n ,  March 1 6 t h .  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  go back now t o  t h i s  hazy r e c a l l  t h a t  
you have about  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  o f  your  s h i p .  Fjould you have 
dropped Colonel  BARKER a t  t h e  VIP pad and then  hovered ove r  
t o  r e f u e l i n g  and hovered back t o  t h e  V I P  pad,  o r  would h e  have 
hopped o f f  a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  dump? 

A, This  would have depended on t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  s i r ,  
The normal p rocedure  was, y e s ,  t o  l and  a t  t h e  VIP pad. H i s  j e ep  
was normal ly  w a i t i n g  f o r  him, t o  t a k e  him back down t o  t h e  TOC. 
A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  would e i t h e r  hover  t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad o r  i n  
some cases i t  was neces sa ry  t o  a c t u a l l y  f l y ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  t a k e  
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o f f  and come back around and land  a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad, depend- 
i n g  a c t u a l l y  on t h e  wind condi t ions  o r  t h e  weight of t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t .  The reason f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  a rea  between t h e  V I P  
pad and t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad was unsu i t ab le  f o r  a landing  a r e a ,  
p lus  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  gas being t h e r e ,  w a s  no t  very s a f e  t o  hover 
over t h i s  a rea .  The road connecting t h e  V I P  pad and t h e  r e f u e l -  
ing  pad was too  narrow, unsu i t ab le  f o r  hovering. 

a.  You c a n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  whether you dropped him, 
though, a t  t h e  V I P  pad and hovered down t o  r e f u e l i n g  and then  
back up t o  t h e  V I P  pad? 

A. No, s i r ,  I cannot. 

Q. You seem t o  r e c a l l  him saying ,  though, t h a t  he 'd  
drop.down i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  them up t o  d a t e ,  o r  i s  t h i s  hazy? 

A. This  i s  hazy a l s o ,  s ir .  This was normal procedure,  
t h i s  would have happened j u s t  about any time t h a t  we brought 
Colonel BARKER o r  a c t u a l l y  any b a t t a l i o n  commander back i n t o  
t h i s  a rea  where he  would g e t  o f f  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  chopper 
and go i n t o  t h e  TOC simply t o  keep them up t o  d a t e .  I d o n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  remember on t h i s  day him saying  t h a t  he  was going t o  
t h e  TOC. 

Q- And you do not  r e c a l l  a jeep being t h e r e ,  an MP 
jeep, perhaps? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q =  What's t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  I b e l i e v e ,  
by process of  deduct ion,  and phys ica l  evidence,  t e c h n i c a l  ev i -  
dence, i n  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  would have requi red  some f u e l ,  could 
you f i x  a time t h a t  t h i s  might have occurred? 

A. Assuming, s i r ,  t h a t  we took o f f  somewhere i n  t h e  
time frame o f  0630 i n  t h e  morning, we would have needed f u e l  
some time i n  t h e  time frame of  0830. I could n o t  p i n  down t h e  
exact  time. 

Q. I understand, a l l  r i g h t .  

A. There i s  a  conversat ion on pages 1 4  and 15 between 
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t h e  Shark 6 p i l o t  and Coyote 6 ,  and a l s o  Coyote 3 g o t  i n t o  t h i s  
conversat ion.  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  time Coyote 3 was a t  t h e  TOC. 
I n  o t h e r  words he would have been i n  t h e  same phys ica l  l o c a t i o n  
a s  Coyote 65.  Shark 6 's ques t ion  i n  h i s  mind was t h a t  he need-
ed t o  r e f u e l  and rearm. He thought from t h e  t a p e  t h a t  he would 
have t o  r e t u r n  t o  Duc Pho. O r  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  what I under-
s t a n d  from t h e  t ape .  And Coyote 6 informs him on page 15  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming c a p a b i l i t y  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q T h a t ' s  Coyote 3 t h a t  informs him of t h a t .  

A.  Yes, sir.  That was Coyote 3.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  any of t h i s ?  

A. I want t o  say I do, b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  what I am 
remembering i s  what i s  on t h e  t ape .  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I do re-
member t h a t .  On page 15  t h e r e  i s  a s ta tement  made and I quote ,  
"792.' Roger. W i l l  do." The person making t h i s  s ta tement  i s  
not  i d e n t i f i e d .  I was wondering i f  you had any f u r t h e r  i n f o r -
mation on t h i s ,  s i r ,  as  t o  who 792 i s .  

Q. No. 

A. Do we know t h e  number of t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  was 
used f o r  Charl ie-Charl ie  t h a t  day? 

Q No. 

A. The reason I ask i s  t h a t  I wondered i f  792 was t h e  
Charl ie-Charl ie  sh ip?  I cannot remember myself i f  792 was t h e  
a i r c r a f t  I was f l y i n g  t h a t  day. ' 

Q Was 792 an a i r c r a f t  assigned t o  the 174th? 

A. I cannot remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q Does t h a t  c a l l  mean anything t o  you a t  a l l ,  o r  do 
you remember any--does it r i n g  any b e l l ,  o r  does it make any 
sense  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  nothing more than t h e  r e g u l a r  format,  of  
course our  formal c a l l s i g n  would have been Dolphin 792, i f  t h a t  
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was t h e  a i r c r a f t  number. I t  i s  common terminology when y o u ' r e  
i n  a h u r r y  and somebody knows who i s  t a l k i n g  t o  simply g i v e  
your number. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day working a s  C h a r l i e - C h a r l i e  
o u r  c a l l  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  numbers. W e  would 
simply be  known as Char l i e -Cha r l i e  and t h i s  would be  o u r  r a d i o  
c a l l .  

Q. Would it have been t h e  s a m e  i f  Colonel  BARKER had 
n o t  been aboard? 

A. I f  Colonel  BARKER had n o t  been aboard t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
chances a r e  o u r  c a l l s i g n  would have been Dolphin 792 o r  Possum 
123,  whatever  t h e  numbers would happen t o  be.  

Q- W e l l ,  i f  w e  assume h e r e  t h a t  you a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e -
f u e l i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime on t h e  t a p e ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  
l a c k  of any Coyote 6 t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q. And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Sharks  are a p p a r e n t l y  re-
f u e l i n g  o r  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  r e f u e l i n g .  792 cou ld  have been 
you inasmuch as Colonel  BARKER w a s  n o t  aboard and w a s  s t i l l  i n  
t h e  TOC. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. But I r ecogn ize  t h a t ' s  a l l  assumption.  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  The reason  I a sk  i s  I myself q u i t e  corn- 
monly used t h e  p h r a s e ,  " w i l l  d o , "  r a t h e r  t han  it i s  p r i n t e d  i n  
t h e  s t a t emen t  as " w e ' l l  do." 

Q. Which could  have been p o s s i b l e  on t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  p i e c e  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  could  
very e a s i l y  have been between two a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  p i l o t s  knowing 
each o t h e r ,  perhaps  on t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad one a i r c r a f t ,  a n o t h e r  
a i r c r a f t  moved s o  h e  could  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  c a l l  s imply would b e ,  
" w i l l  do. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such? 
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A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  That  I s  why I asked you t h e  
q u e s t i o n .  

Q e  Do you recal l ,  perhaps ,  a t  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  
t h i s  l i t t l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  " 7 9 2 ,  w i l l  do , "  any o t h e r  C&C a i r c r a f t  
inbound t o . r e f u e l  o r  i n  t h e  f u e l  dump? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  During t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  o f  
t h a t  day I cannot  remember s e e i n g  any o t h e r  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  t y p e  
a i r c r a f t .  

Q W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  as f a r  a s  t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
M r .  COONEY's  a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  dump and h e  w a s  C&C f o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON. And perhaps  could  even have jo ined  you on 
t h e  VIP pad awa i t i ng  Colonel  BARKER'S r e t u r n .  

A. I t  s t i l l  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  any b e l l ,  s i r .  On page 1 6 ,  
r e f e r e n c e  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Lobo 65,  from my tes t imony y e s t e r d a y ,  I 
w a s  asked i f  I recognized  a major and I w a s  shown h i s  p i c t u r e .  
I d i d  no t  r ecogn ize  t h e  major and s t i l l  do n o t .  I r ecogn ize  
t h i s  Lobo c a l l s i g n  and I l i n k e d  t o  it t h e  major I w a s  t h i n k i n g  
o f  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The Lobo c a l l s i g n ,  65, w a s  t h e  c a l l s i g n  o f  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  it was 4 / 3  t h a t  was headquar te red  on 
an LZ t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  D o t t i e .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  LZ was LZ Sue, b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  name, sir.  

Q. So you know t h a t  Lobo 65 was t h e  TOC o f  4/3? 

A. I ' m  a lmos t  p o s i t i v e ,  I may be wrong. 

Q . W e  have r ea son  t o  be l i e ' ve  t h a t  t h e  4 / 3  d i d  p rov ide  
c e r t a i n  s e r v i c e s  i n  s u p p o r t  of Task Force  Barker .  I n  t h e  case 
t o  which y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  h e r e ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  was f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  
and accord ing  t o  t h e  way w e  unders tand it, Task Force  Barker  
would have gone t o  t h e  4 / 3  i n  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  So 
t h i s  i n  f a c t ,  what you 've  i n d i c a t e d ,  does s e e m  t o  make sense .  

A. The major t h a t  I d i d  remember, t h e  one I mentioned 
y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  smoked t h e  c i g a r s ,  h i s  c a l l s i g n  was Lobo 3 ,  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  b e i n g  S3 of  t h e  4 /3 .  So t h i s  would simply c l e a r  up 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  had y e s t e r d a y  of  t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  
major w i th  t h e  c i g a r .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, t h i s  
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p a r t i c u l a r  major, Lobo 3 ,  was no t  involved i n  t h i s  day ' s  opera-
t i o n s .  Also on page 1 6 ,  down a t  t h e  bottom, a c a l l  m ~ d e  by 
Shark 6 Alpha, I do n o t  remember t h e  c a l l  i t s e l f ,  however I do 
remember something concerning a bunker and a "dink" loca ted  
near  a bunker. 

Q. Do you remember anything about t h e  decora t ions  o r  
t h e  co lo r s?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do no t .  I no t i ced  t h a t  a l s o  on t h e  
tape .  H e  was decorated a s  an ARVN wi th  r ed  s c a r f ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  
b u t  I do n o t  remember t h i s .  Page 17 ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s p o t  I spoke 
of e a r l i e r  where t h e  Warlord Alpha l e a d  had thought  he found 
mortar tubes  and i n  f a c t  they turned  o u t  l a t e r  t o  be simply 
mortar rounds. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  e x a c t  conversat ion a s  
tak ing  p lace .  

Q- Do you recognize t h a t  he re  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  
we see  Coyote 6 a f t e r  a pe r iod  of absence? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I f  i n  f a c t  you d id  r e f u e l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0830, 
what time would you es t ima te  Coyote 6 would have been back 
airborne? 

A. Assuming t h a t  we d i d  no t  s h u t  down a f t e r  t h e  re-
fue l ing  p rocess ,  we could have been a i rborne  again  i n  1 0  
minutes knowing f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  Coyote 6 d i d  go down t o  t h e  TOC 
and b r i n g  them up t o  da te .  This  could have been done i n  a 
s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime. Assuming t h a t  we r e f u e l e d  a t  0830 we 
would have been a i rborne  again approximately 0840 o r  0845, 
somewhere i n  t h i s  time frame. 

Q. I f  he  had spend any t ime i n  t h e  TOC and you had 
t o  do any wa i t ing ,  f o r  5 o r  1 0  minutes,  it could have been 
some time a l i t t l e  l a t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it could have. I f  we had s h u t  down t h e  
a i r c r a f t  it could have been a s  much as  20 minutes o r  h a l f  an 
hour l a t e r .  

Q, Did you n o t i c e  on t h e  t a p e  whether o r  no t  i n  t h e  
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background of  t h e  c a l l s i g n ,  t h e  c a l l  is  by Coyote 6 h e r e ,  
whether o r  no t  you could d e t e c t  whether o r  not  you were a i rborne?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I ' d  have t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t h e  t a p e  again.  I f  I d id  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t a p e  I could determinei  
I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  sound of t h e  r o t o r  b lades ,  whether he was 
a i rborne  o r  no t .  L i s t en ing  t o  t h e  t ape ,  t h i s  would appear on 
page 1 8 ,  where i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  Coyote 6 makes t h e  c a l l  and I 
quote ,  "Wait, ou t . "  L i s t en ing  t o  t h e  t ape  it does n o t  sound 
t h e  same as h i s  previous conversat ion o r  h i s  previous s t a t e -
ments. Therefore I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Coyote 6 a c t u a l l y  made 
t h i s  s t a t ement ,  "Wait, o u t . "  I have no i d e a  who made it, I 
j u s t  wanted t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Coyote 6 
made t h i s  s ta tement .  On page 1 9 ,  t h e  f i r s t  c a l l  made by one o f  
t h e  p i l o t s  on board t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie  a i r c r a f t  was made. I 
can d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  voice a s  belonging t o  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  L I N D .  There i s  no doubt i n  my mind. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  him making t h i s  c a l l ?  

A. No, sir .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a c t u a l  making of  t h e  
c a l l .  S i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  made a s ta tement  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h i s .  I t  
seems l i k e  t h e r e  was something on t h e  t ape  t h a t  does no t  fol low 
exac t ly  t h e  conversa t ion  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  I n  
o t h e r  words t h e r e  i s  something more on t h e  t a p e  than what ' s  on 
he re .  Than what 's  on t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Nothing b a s i c  was r e a l l y  
l e f t  o u t ,  b u t  I had t o  l i s t e n  t o  it twice t o  p ick  it up. 

Q. I see .  

A. I have made a n o t e  h e r e  a l s o ,  on page 1 9 ,  t h a t  t h e  
s ta tement  made by Coyote 6 t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  ground t roops  
had, " b e t t e r  hold  o f f  on your mortar  f i r e  u n t i l  you g e t  t h e  
dustof  f i n  t h e r e ,  over .  " This  s ta tement  r i n g s  a b e l l  somehow, 
b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  on t h i s ,  sir. Page 19 i s  simply a continu-
a t i o n  of  t h e  conversat ion between Warlord Alpha Lead and Coyote 
6 and Coyote 6 5  a s  t o  f i n a l l y  determining t h a t  t h e s e  mortar 
tubes  t h a t  they thought they had, a c t u a l l y  turned  o u t  t o  be 
nothing more than mortar  rounds. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  a l l  I 
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remember i s  that--something about a mortar was found on t h a t  
h i l l  and t h a t  someone, i n  t h i s  case I guess it was t h e  EOD, I 
do n o t  remember t h e  EOD e x a c t l y ,  they d id  come i n  and blow it. 
I do remember see ing  t h e  explosion.  This i s  a l l  I can r e c a l l .  
On page 2 1  t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of confusion h e r e  a s  t o  co-
o rd ina tes  between Coyote 3, Coyote 6 ,  and Warlord Alpha l ead .  
something h e r e  i s  very f a m i l i a r  t o  me. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  L I N D  
was f l y i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h i s  t ime. He asked me t o  w r i t e  
down t h e s e  coordina tes  when w e  f i r s t  heard them. That would 
have been when Coyote 3 c a l l s  Coyote 6 and f i r s t  g ives  t h e  co-
o rd ina tes  over  t h e  a i r .  Now t h e s e  coordina tes  were given i n  
t h e  c l e a r .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  M r .  L I N D  asked me t o  w r i t e  
down t h e s e  coordina tes .  I d id  with a grease  p e n c i l  on t h e  wind- 
s h i e l d  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I remember t h i s  because a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r  Coyote 6 i s  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a y  t h e s e  coordina tes  t o  Warlord 
Alpha Lead. He has t o  c a l l  back t o  Coyote 6 5  t o  ask him t o  say  
again t h e  coordina tes .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I had t h e s e  coordi-  
n a t e s  w r i t t e n  on my windshield.  I was t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  Colonel 
BARKER on t h e  intercom t h a t  I d id  have t h e s e  coord ina tes ,  and 
he would n o t  have t o  make h i s  r ad io  c a l l .  But I was unable t o  
n o t i f y  him of  t h i s .  And he made h i s  r a d i o  c a l l  anyway. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where you were o r  j u s t  where t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  time? 

A. W e  were t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  coord ina tes ,  s i r ,  
as  I r e c a l l .  

Q. With a map? 

A. I d i d  n o t  have a  map myself. Colonel BARKER d i d  
have a  map. I t  was s tandard  procedure t o  ca r ry  a map on board. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where you were i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  beach o r  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  a l t i t u d e ?  

A. Our a l t i t u d e  dur ing  t h i s  e n t i r e  t ime,  s i r ,  would 
be, a s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  somewhere between 1,000 and 2,000 f e e t .  
I ' m  t h ink ing  now, s i r ,  t h a t  I mentioned t h e  map, t h a t  t h i s  map 
was i n  f a c t  handled by another  person o t h e r  than Colonel BARKER. 
And when t h e  f i r s t  d i scuss ion  of t h e  coordina tes  came up, t h i s  
Person, whoever he  might have been, handed t h e  map t o  Colonel 
BARKER t r y i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  Colonel BARKER where t h e s e  
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coordina tes  were, t h e i r  exac t  l o c a t i o n .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
I ' v e  a c t u a l l y  remembered someone e l s e  being i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
b u t  now I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was someone e l s e  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
o t h e r  than Colonel BARKER, and t h e  normal crew. 

a =  Do you remember where Colonel BARKER was s i t t i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  where he usua l ly  would s i t .  That would 
be on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t h e  f u r t h e s t  l e f t  pos-
i t i o n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  cargo door. 

I n  t h e  hammock s e a t  o r  jump s e a t ?Q 

A .  I n  t h e  hammock s e a t .  This  was s t andard  procedure 
t o  l e t  t h e  commander of  h i s  C&C a i r c r a f t  s i t  on t h e  l e f t -hand  
s i d e  of t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  p a r t l y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  commander, t h e  more experienced p i l o t  on board,  flew t h e  
a i r c r a f t  from t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  t h e r e f o r e  he could coordina te  
much b e t t e r  with t h e  colonel  when they were f l y i n g  o r b i t s  
around a s p e c i f i c  a rea .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t .  

Q When you looked back, o r  wi th in  t h i s  coordina te  
bus iness ,  where was t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s i t t i n g  wi th  regard  t o  
Colonel BARKER? 

A.  He would of  had t o  have been s i t t i n g  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  
immediate r i g h t  s i n c e  Colonel BARKER d id  occupy t h e  f u r t h e s t  l e f t  
p o s i t i o n  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h a t  s e a t .  

Q And were you t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a t t e n -
t i o n ?  

A. This i s  a l l  very hazy t o  me r i g h t  now, sir.  Nor-
mally t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander who was f l y i n g  i n  t h e  C&C s h i p  
would be t h e  only person who would have an a i r c r a f t  crewman's 
type helmet. Therefore t h e  only communication between him-
s e l f  and o t h e r  members of t h e  crew would simply be by normal 
voice means. I do no t  remember a c t u a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l .  However, a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i f  I had t r i e d  t o  g e t  
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co lonel  BARKER'S a t t e n t i o n ,  and it seemed t o  m e  t h a t  I d i d  t o  
t e l l  him t h e  coordina tes ,  I would of had t o  t u r n  around i n  my 
s e a t  and e i t h e r  wave t o  o r  shout  a t  t h i s  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  i f  
co lone l  BARKER was busy doing something e l s e  a s  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he was. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  now t h i s  o t h e r  i n d i -  
vidual  might have had a  r a d i o  of h i s  own? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q. Can you p i c t u r e  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  your  mind, what 
he looked l i k e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I can s e e  him s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  b u t  I do not  
th ink  I could recognize him. 

Q. How.about h i s  rank,  was he an o f f i c e r  o r  an en- 
l i s t e d  man? 

A. I don 't remember, sir.  Circumstances , normally 
an o f f i c e r  d i d  no t  f l y  wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander dur ing  t h i s  
C&C type  mission. The usual  person t h a t  would accompany him 
would be h i s  s e r g e a n t ,  sometimes a r ad io  o p e r a t o r  would accom-
pany t h e  colonel  and b r i n g  rad ios  with h i m .  However on t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  day I cannot remember who t h i s  o t h e r  person was. Many 
times t h e  colonel  would simply f l y  by himself .  Other t i m e s ,  
i s o l a t e d  c a s e s ,  he  would t a k e  another  o f f i c e r  wi th  him. For 
example, he might t a k e  up a company commander, t a k e  him up f o r  
an a e r i a l  recon and show t h i s  company commander from t h e  a i r  
exac t ly  what he  wanted him t o  do r a t h e r  than simply t r y  t o  t e l l  
him on t h e  ground what he wanted him t o  do. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  any of those  missions f o r  
Colonel BARKER? 

A. Not offhand,  no, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  one was flown on t h e  
af ternoon of  15  March i n  which Colonel BARKER took up h i s  com-
pany commanders, Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES, Captain 
RIGGs,  perhaps Captain KOTOUC. 
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A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what I was 
doing on March 15th .  I th ink  I probably would have remembered 
an i n c i d e n t  such as  you desc r ibe  with s o  many commissioned of -
f i c e r s  r i d i n g  on t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  t h i s  was not  an every day 
occurence. 

Q- This  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you r e c a l l  working wi th  
Colonel BARKER on t h e  1 6 t h ,  on t h e  map, on t h e  coordina te  bus i -
ness ,  do you remember see ing  him befo re ,  d id  you know him? 

A .  Probably, sir ,  b u t  a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  s p e c i f i c  f a c e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i f  i n  f a c t  he was 
Colonel BARKER'S s e rgean t .  No doubt I had flown h i m  s e v e r a l  
t imes be fo re  and a l s o  seen him s e v e r a l  t imes before .  But I 
d o n ' t  remember who t h i s  s p e c i f i c  person was. 

Q. Do you remember now who Colonel BARKER'S s e r g e a n t
major was? 

A. No, sir.  I do no t .  

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 

A. Not by name, s i r ,  I might recognize h i s  f a c e ,  b u t  
I do no t  recognize h i s  name. 

Q. You were shown Captain K O T O U C ' s  p i c t u r e  i n  previ -
ous testimony and d i d  no t  recognize it. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I seem t o  remember he was a balding--yes, 
s i r ,  I d id  no t  recognize him a t  t h a t  time. I s t i l l  do no t  r e -
member t h e  name. I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  h i s  f ace  was f a m i l i a r  a t  
t h a t  t ime,  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  e x a c t l y ,  what my previous testimony 
was. I ' d  have t o  s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e  again ,  s ir .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go on f o r  now and w e ' l l  come 
back t o  t h a t  perhaps. You remember he re  now t h a t  t h e  t apes  in-
d i c a t e s  t h e r e  was some confusion about t h e s e  coordina tes?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The confusion was t h a t  t h e  coordina tes  
given i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  v i l l a g e  was southwest.  I found 
o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  it was no t  southwest ,  i n  f a c t .  Amongst t h e  con-
fus ion ,  I remember e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g  down t h e  coordina tes  and 
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t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  Colonel BARKER what t h e  coordina tes  were, a l o t  
of confusion here .  I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say t h a t  I remember t h e  
confusion between whether t h i s  was southwest o r  some o t h e r  d i -  
r e c t i o n  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a - Those a c t u a l  coordina tes  p u t  it t o  t h e  nor th  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Something i n  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  i s  very f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  p in  it down. Perhaps t h e  problem i s ,  i n  Vietnam, q u i t e  
a b i t  i t ' s  very simple t o  mistake one s p o t  on t h e  ground f o r  
some o t h e r  s p o t  and very easy t o  give wrong coordinages.  

Q- These o r i g i n a t e d  from t h e  TOC, where Coyote 3 was. 

A .  Yes, sir.  I t  seems t h a t  Coyote 3 would have had 
t o  r ece ive  t h e s e  coordina tes  from someone e l s e  o r  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
coordina tes ,  maybe t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  and p l o t t e d  t h e  coordinates  
on t h e i r  map. 

Q. The t ape  i n d i c a t e s  he received t h e s e  from whom? 

A. Char l i e  6 r e p o r t s  t h i s .  Like I say ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  i s  
something very f a m i l i a r  he re  b u t  I c a n ' t  p i n  down whether o r  
no t  I a c t u a l l y  remember t h i s  conversat ion as  t o  t h e  confusion 
a s  t o  where t h e s e  coordinates  were. 

Q. Do you recognize hear ing  Char l i e  6 g iv ing  t h e s e  
coordinates  o r  t r y i n g  t o  give t h e s e  coordina tes  t o  Coyote 6 and 
Coyote 3 coming i n  and Char l i e  6 could no t  g ive  them t o  Coyote 
6? 


A. It would have been i n  t h i s  t i m e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I would 
have w r i t t e n  t h e s e  coordina tes  down on t h e  windshield with a 
grease p e n c i l .  I do not  remember who a c t u a l l y  gave t h e  coordi-  
na tes  t h e  f i r s t  time they were mentioned. 

Q. You r e c a l l  w r i t i n g  some coordina tes  down? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a s p e c i f i c  s p o t  i n  
here when re fe rence  was made t o  mortar f i r e  and t h e  person 
making t h e  c a l l  was wondering where t h e  mortar f i r e  was coming 
from. I cannot f i n d  it on t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  a t  t h i s  t ime. I had 

6 5  APP T-343 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


i t - -here it is ,  i t ' s  on t h e  t o p  of page 23. The c a l l  is  from 
Sane Drank Del ta  Mike which I r e c a l l  t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n  being 
Sane Drink i n s t e a d  o f  Sane Drank. I could be mistaken. I n  
any case t h e  c a l l  from Sane Drank Del ta  Mike and I quote:  "This 
is Del ta  Mike. Do you have somebody f i r i n g  a mortar h e r e  on 
t h e  beach. Over." Coyote 6 r e t u r n s  and says:  "This i s  Coyote 
6. We have a mortar down i n  t h e  beach a rea .  He's going t o  
f i r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e ' s  f i r e d  y e t .  Over." Del ta  Mike re-
t u r n s  and says:  "This i s  Del ta  Mike. I s p o t t e d  two rounds 
looks l i k e  maybe s i x t y  mike mike i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of coordina tes  
742785. Over." I f  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have a map t o  
look a t  these  coordina tes .  

Q- I show you Exh ib i t  MAP-5, 1:50,000 s c a l e ,  s h e e t  
6739,  742785 a r e  t h e  coordina tes .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  corresponds t o  what I r e c a l l  upon 
hear ing  t h e  tape.  I made a note  t h a t  I remembered see ing  t h e s e  
mortar rounds. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of concern on board t h e  
Charl ie-Charl ie  s h i p  a s  t o  where these  mortar rounds were coming 
from regarding  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  were f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  and d i d  
n o t  want t o  f l y  through t h e  GT l i n e  of these  mortar rounds. 

Q- This would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  your p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  i n  time was genera l ly  over  the  beach, genera l ly  i n  t h e  
a r e a  of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  had gone i n t o  t h e  second LZ which was 
B / 4 / 3 .  

A. Yes, sir.  Now my genera l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  
our  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime would have been between t h e  second LZ 
and t h e  beach where t h e  mortar rounds were impacting. A s  I re-
c a l l  I w a s  t h e  one t h a t  s p o t t e d  these  mortar rounds. I brought  
it both  t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel BARKER and M r .  L I N D .  And 
M r .  L I N D  d i d  a r a t h e r  sha rp  move t o  b r ing  the  mortar rounds 
around t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of the  a i r c r a f t  where Colonel BARKER 
could s e e  them. Now I n o t i c e  i n  t h e  t a p e  t h e r e  i s  none of t h i s  
conversat ion.  However t h i s  conversat ion could have been i n s i d e  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  on intercom and t h e r e f o r e  it would n o t  be on t h e  
tape .  However it seems t o  me t h a t  Coyote 6 would have wanted 
t o  know where these mortar rounds were coming from. I n  f a c t  he 
does make a s ta tement ,  "Roger, I ' 11 check it out .  " He then  
makes a c a l l  t o  Bravo 6 and asks him i f  he has  begun t o  f i r e  h i s  
mortars y e t .  This i s  t h e  end of t h e  conversa t ion  as  f a r  as  t h e  
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t ape  i s  concerned. The n e x t ' t h i n g  t h a t  Coyote 6 says i s ,  "Did 
your dus to f f  come i n  y e t ? "  I assume he i s  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  t o  
Bravo 6. 

Q. Bravo 6 you do no t  s e e  o r  was n o t  p r e s e n t  on t h e  
t a p e  and any conversat ion from Bravo 6--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No conversat ion from Bravo 6 ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Bravo 6 i n d i c a t i n g  whether o r  n o t  
h i s  mortars were f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  There ' s  something missing o u t  
of t h e  t a p e  here!  This i s  understandable s i n c e  t h e  t a p e  was 
being run a t  LZ Dot t i e  which q u i t e  poss ib ly  would n o t  have been 
wi th in  FM communication range of Bravo 6 which would c l e a r  up 
t h a t  problem. I do remember t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of  concern 
on board t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  t o  where thesq  mortar rounds were 
coming from. 

Q. Do you remember how it was reconci led?  

A. No, sir. I do no t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember whether they were coming from 
t h e  mortars o r  coming from t h e  s w i f t  boa t s?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember who was f i r i n g  t h e  mor- 
t a r  rounds. 

Q. Back j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time t h e r e  was some con- 
ve r sa t ion  on t h e  t a p e  with regards t o  t h e  Sharks i n d i c a t i n g  
they were g e t t i n g  ready t o  l eave  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

A. Yes, s ir .  I made a l s o  a n o t e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  ap-
peared on page 22 .  I not iced  on t h e  t a p e  i n  t h e  background it 
sounded l i k e  a doorgun was f i r i n g  from t h e  Shark 6 a i r c r a f t .  
This seemed unusual t o  me s i n c e  he was making a s ta tement  t h a t  
he planned t o  be l eav ing  t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t  they  would be f i r i n g  
t h e  doorguns. T h a t ' s  what it sounded l i k e  t o  me. 

Q. Might it have been t h e  f l a p  o r  t h e  f l a p  of t h e  
r o t o r  b lades?  
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A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  it sounded on a much 
h igher  frequency than t h e  f l a p  t h e  r o t o r  b lades  would make. 

Q - Could t h i s  f i r i n g  t h a t  you thought you heard ,  
could it have been caused f o r  any o t h e r  reason t h a t  you know o f ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  I t  could have simply been t h e  r o t o r  f l a p  
of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I d o n 1 t  t h i n k  I ' d  be a b l e  t o  make a determin-
a t i o n  between t h e  two. 

Q. This  dus to f f  r eques t  from Coyote 6 t o  Bravo 6 ,  does 
t h a t  mean anything t o  you? Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  o r  remember-
ing--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h i s  
f o r  t h e  l a s t  2 days, s i r ,  as  t o  whether o r  no t  I was a c t u a l l y  
making t h a t  dustof  f .  

Q Now t h i s  dus tof f  h e r e ,  time wise,  would have been 
t h e  dus to f f  t h a t  he had c a l l e d  f o r  from Lobo 65, approximately 
o r  some time preceding t h i s .  Does t h i s  seem t o  f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  
a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. Could I have a page number t o  r e f e r  t o  t h a t ?  

Q. Page 1 6 .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  d u s t o f f ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken. 

Q That 's c o r r e c t .  

A. I misundej?stood you, then ,  I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
second d u s t o f f .  

Q. This dus to f f  on page 16 ,  according t o  t h e  l o g ,  oc-
cur red ,  o r  t h e  requirement f o r  it occured, dur ing  t h e  approximate 
per iod  t h a t  you could have been r e f u e l i n g .  The c a l l  o r i g i n a t e d  
from t h e  TOC t o  Lobo, TOC t o  TOC. I f  i n  f a c t  you were on t h e  
ground a t  Dot t i e  a t  t h i s  t ime, you would have heard t h i s ,  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel BARKER d id  no t  know whether o r  no t  t h e  
dus to f f  had a r r i v e d  some time l a t e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  time frame 
t h a t  t h i s  query was going on and t h e  mortar rounds on t h e  beach 
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and s o  on i s  somewhere s h o r t l y  a f t e r  9  o ' c l o c k  o r  0915, 0920. 
~twould be  conce ivab le  t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  i f  you d i d  
go t o  r e f u e l  a t  0830, 0835, 0915 would n o t  have been an un- 
r ea sonab le  t i m e  f o r  a query as t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  d u s t o f f  
had come i n  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  your s h i p  had been o f f  s t a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  as I i n d i c a t e d  y e s t e r d a y ,  I 
d i d  n o t  remember t h i s  f i r s t  d u s t o f f .  

Q- Which would be  e n t i r e l y  p l a u s i b l e  inasmuch a s  
whi le  t h i s  occu r red  wh i l e  you w e r e  o f f  s t a t i o n ,  perhaps  r e f u e l -  
i n g  o r  perhaps  w a i t i n g  f o r  Colonel  BARKER. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Th i s  might a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  we had 
i n  f a c t  s h u t  down a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g .  I f  w e  had n o t  s h u t  down 
a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g ,  k e p t  t h e  engine  running ,  it was normal pro-  
cedure  t o  keep your  r a d i o s  t u r n e d  down and i n  most ca ses  
expec t ing  t o  t a k e  o f f  immediately you would, o f  c o u r s e ,  keep 
your helmet on,  and t h e r e f o r e  keep ing  y o u r s e l f  tuned on t h e  
same frequency t h a t  you were on,  p robably ,  when you landed .  
It i s  p o s s i b l e  some t imes  when you set  down, you 've  been f l y i n g  
f o r  a l ong  t ime ,  your  head h u r t s  a l i t t l e  b i t  from p r e s s u r e  i n  
t h e  he lmet ,  you w i l l  t a k e  a  s h o r t  b r eak  and t a k e  your  helmet 
o f f .  However, assuming t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  ou r  helmets  o f f ,  i f  
we w e r e  s t i l l  keeping t h e  eng ine  h o t ,  n o t  h e a r i n g  t h e  t r ansmis -  
s i o n  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w e  had,  i n  f a c t ,  s h u t  down f o r  t h i s  
pe r iod  o f  t i m e ,  say  between 0830 and 9  o  ' c lock  awa i t i ng  f o r  
Colonel BARKER. 

Q. O r  cou ld  it have been ,  i f  y o u ' l l  look  back on page 
1 9 ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  from Dustoff  252 t o  Coyote 
Bravo 6  a p p a r e n t l y  be ing  on t h e  Bravo o r  could  have been on t h e  
Task Force  Barker  command n e t ,  b u t  a l s o  could  have been on t h e  
Bravo command frequency.  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  j u s t  up a t  t h e  t o p  o f  
page 1 9 ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i s  when t h e  Cha r l i e -  
C h a r l i e  i s  involved  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  Sharks  are r e f u e l i n g  and t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  going t o  s t a y  w e s t  o f  t h e  mor ta r  f i r i n g  
which--or t h e  demol i t ion  of  t h e  mor ta rs  on 85. So i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  
P o s s i b l e  t h a t  even though you w e r e  a i r b o r n e ,  t h e  d u s t o f f  took  
p l a c e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  your  p o s i t i o n  and you d i d  n o t  h e a r  
t h e  t r ansmis s ion  o r  Coyote 6 d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  
t h e  d u s t o f f  doing i n  t o  make t h e  pickup.  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  would s o r t  o f  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  because 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Coyote 6 would remember i f  he  had h e a r d  t h a t  
t r ansmis s ion .  

Q. .Okay. I b e l i e v e  we were back o v e r  h e r e  on page 22 
o r  23. 

A. Yes, sir.  I do remember Sane Drank Delta Mike o r  
Sane Drink De l t a  Mike, a s  t h e  c a s e  may be ,  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t ,  a t  
any rate,  s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d  have one 81 Mike Mike i f  you needed 
it, Colonel  BARKER needed it. 

Q. Does t h e  c a l l s i g n  News  Boy I n d i a  20 mean anyth ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  any o t h e r  
p a r t i c u l a r  day. I cannot  remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  c a l l s i g n  a t  a l l .  

Q I t  would appear ,  inasmuch a s  N e w s  Boy I n d i a  20 
was t a l k i n g  t o  Sane Drank D e l t a  Mike t h a t  it cou ld  b e  an-
o t h e r  s w i f t  b o a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  t a p e  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t .  I i n f e r r e d  
t h a t  from t h e  t a p e .  

Q What's t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  you recall? 

A. I n  my, n o t e s  I have r e f e r e n c e  t o  a C h a r l i e  81, I 
b e l i e v e  it appears  on page 25. I w a s  j u s t  going t o  a sk  who 
C h a r l i e  81 was. I do n o t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  e v e r  h e a r i n g  
C h a r l i e  81 ca l l  s i g n .  

Q W e  t h i n k  C h a r l i e  81 w a s  t h e  r e l a y  s t a t i o n  a t  LZ 
Up t igh t ,  ground t o  ground r e l a y .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember C h a r l i e  8 1  a t  a l l .  

Q. On page 24 t h e  t a p e  i n d i c a t e d  some wounded. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  second d u s t o f f .  
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A. The second d u s t o f f ,  t h e  one t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
made himself with h i s  own Charl ie-Charl ie  a i r c r a f t .  

Q- The journal  log  i n d i c a t e s  t h i s  event  took p lace  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0920, 0 9 2 5  hours i n  t h e  morning. 

A. I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  diagram t h a t  I showed you 
e a r l i e r ,  sir.  I seem t o  have misplaced it. 

Q- Well, we discussed it e a r l i e r  and you i n d i c a t e d  
an approach t o  t h e  e a s t  and a c y c l i c  t u r n .  

A. Yes, sir.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
d u s t o f f ,  I s t a t e d  yes terday  i n  my testimony t h a t  I remembered 
making a  dus tof f  a t  Ky Ha medevac pad and t h a t  t h e  person,  t h e  

. 	 a i r c r a f t  commander I was f l y i n g  w i t h ,  had flown t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n ,  
made t h e  approach f o r  t h e  dus to f f  t o  t h e  medevac pad and he had 
allowed me t o  f l y  it out .  I s t a t e d  t h a t  I had neglec ted  t o  run 
t h e  t h r o t t l e  back up t o  opera t ing  RPM and attempted t o  l i f t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  t o  a  hover without  doing s o ,  a s  a r e s u l t  t h e  engine 
r o t o r  RPM w a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  give us l i f t ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  low 
RPM warning l i g h t  and audio came on. The AC, whoever i t  was, 
grabbed t h e  c o n t r o l s ,  took them away from me and--simply a m i s -
t ake  on my p a r t .  Also I r e c a l l  t h i s  same i n s t a n c e ,  whether it 
was t h e  day, March 16 o r  n o t ,  I do l i n k  it wi th  t h e  same time 
t h a t  I d i d  p u l l  p i t c h  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  were 
not  enough s t r e t c h e r s  provided by t h e  medevac people f o r  t h e  
wounded t h a t  we had on board I b e l i e v e  I s t a t e d  yes terday  I d i d  
not know how many wounded we had. I seem t o  remember now t h e r e  
were more than  one. I could not  s t a t e  one, two, o r  t h r e e ,  b u t  
I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  were no t  enough s t r e t c h e r s  a v a i l a b l e .  
One man had t o  be handcarr ied.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back, now, t o  t h i s  approach 
t h a t  you recall making f o r  your d u s t o f f .  A s  I understand it 
you made an approach downwind going t o  t h e  west  and then ap- 
proached on f i n a l  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A .  Yes, sir ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I remember i t .  Let me 
c l e a r  up a  p o i n t  here .  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  a s  having taken 
p lace  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. I understand t h a t .  Do you remember t h e  co lo r  smoke 
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o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s ,  landing ,  o r  see ing  t h e  t e r r a i n ,  
you apparent ly  can v i s u a l i z e  t h e  t e r r a i n  a b i t .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I can v i s u a l i z e  t h e  t e r r a i n .  It  was 
b a s i c a l l y  open t o  t h e  west wi th  a t r e e  l i n e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  o r  t o  
t h e  l e f t  of our  a i r c r a f t  a s  we approached. I remember t h a t  it 
was a low-type a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e  ground w a s  e i t h e r  a r i c e  paddy o r  
a wet a rea .  I s h o u l d n ' t  say t h a t .  I c a n ' t  remember i t  being  
wet o r  dry. I can remember it being a r i c e  paddy type  o r  a r e a .  
Immediately t o  t h e  f r o n t  of  our  a i r c r a f t ,  when we s e t  down and 
made t h e  p ick  up, t h e r e  was a d ike  and some low t r e e s  t h e r e f o r e  
r equ i r ing  us t o  go around t h e s e  t r e e s  f o r  our  p ick  up. This  i s  
where I i n d i c a t e d  t h e  low l e v e l  c y c l i c  t u r n .  Trying t o  remem-
b e r  t h e  smoke--seems t o  me it was v i o l e t  smoke o r  r ed  smoke. 

Q You n o t i c e  t h e  t ape  i n d i c a t e s  v i o l e t .  

A. I b e t t e r  c l a r i f y  t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  where I remember it 
from, t h a t  it would be v i o l e t .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  v i o l e t  
t h a t  day. 

Q Would you recognize t h e  t e r r a i n  i f  you s a w  it 
again? 

A. I th ink  s o ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph Exh ib i t  P-28. Does 
t h a t  t e r r a i n  look f a m i l i a r ?  

A .  Not a s  I remember it, s i r ,  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  saying  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  a rea .  Notice t h e r e  
i s  v i o l e t  smoke i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e .  

A.  No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  I s e e  o f f  i n  a  d i s t a n c e  a  water-
way of some s o r t .  I cannot t e l l  i f  i t ' s  a r i v e r  o r  t h e  a r e a  near  
t h e  c o a s t l i n e .  

Q Then t h e r e ' s  no way t o  determine d i r e c t i o n ,  n o r t h  o r  
south o r  e a s t  o r  west? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. ' 
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Q. What's t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  The nex t  t h i n g  I remember, s ir ,  was on page 26. 
Maybe I s h o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I remember it. I no te  he re  on t h e  
t ape  t h e  c a l l s i g n  Primo 687. J u s t  f o r  t h e  record  t h i s  Primo 
i s  not  s p e l l e d  P-r-e-m-o, it i s  P-r-i-m-o, t h i s  be ing  t h e  c a l l -  
s ign  of a  P h i l i p p i n e  b e e r ,  t h a t ' s  where t h e  name came from. I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  a c t u a l  c a l l s i g n  being made a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  time. Another t h i n g ,  on page 2 6 ,  t h e  ca l l s ign- -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What i s  Primo 687, how do you know, 
what does t h i s  i n d i c a t e ?  

A. Primo 687 was probably--I c a n ' t  even say t h a t .  I t  
was an a i r c r a f t  from t h e  11th  Br igade ' s  organic  a v i a t i o n .  Of 
course t h e r e  was one Primo a i r c r a f t  on t h e  l i f t  t h a t  morning t o  
supplement t h e  174th.  

You d o n ' t  know t h a t  f o r  a f a c t ,  do you? 

A. From what you t o l d  me. Also on page 27 I have 
reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c a l l s i g n  t h e r e ,  and I quote:  "We 
a r e  heading on our  way down t h e  coas t .  You got  any messages 
you want t o  pass--want us t o  pass on t o  Movements Control a t  
An Khe?" This c a l l s i g n  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  News Boy I n d i a  20 
who I i n f e r r e d  was a s w i f t  boat .  I have reason t o  be- 
l i e f e  t h i s  t ransmission was no t  made by a  s w i f t  boat  b u t  was 
made by an a i r c r a f t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I no t i ced  t h e r e ,  I d i d  n o t  
a c t u a l l y  remember hear ing  t h a t  conversat ion o r  t h a t  s ta tement .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  on t h e  t a p e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
hearing? 

A. Let  me review my notes  h e r e  r a p i d l y ,  sir.  No, s i r ,  
t h a t  ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  back t o  page 2 5 ,  t h e  t o p  of page 
25,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  and on t h e  bottom of page 2 4 ,  where some con-
ver sa t ion  between Coyote 65 and Coyote 6 with a  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
pickup of t h e s e  wounded and t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  dus to f f  re-
quirement. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I noted t h a t .  
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Q. And t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Coyote 6 was going t o  p ick  
them up themselves,  and then Warlord Alpha Lead i n d i c a t e s  t o  
Coyote 6 t h a t  r e p o r t  of  some dead Vietnamese, o r  a s  he c a l l s  
them, "dinks ," e i g h t  o r  n ine  "dinks ,'I subsequently improved t o  
t e n  t o  f i f t e e n ,  and Coyote 6 was apparent ly  roger ing  t h a t  and 
understanding t h a t .  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  conversa t ion  
regarding  t h e  dead "dinks" a t  a l l .  

Q You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t ,  cont inuing  on, he c a l l e d  Char-
l i e  6 wi th  r e fe rence  t o  g e t t i n g  someone over  t h e r e .  

A. Yes, s ir .  I remember t h a t ' s  on t h e  t a p e ,  b u t  I 
was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  whether I heard it t h a t  day o r  no t .  I 
simply cannot. 

Q . You ' l l  n o t i c e  on page 2 6  t h e  t ransmiss ion  from 
Coyote 6 i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he i s  going t o  jump o f f  t h e  chopper 
he re  a t  Dot t i e  and h i s  chopper, I ' m  quot ing ,  "This chopper w i l l  
go ahead nor th  and t a k e  t h e s e  wounded. Over." Coyote 6 5  an-
swers, "Six-Five. Roger. Be advised Saber 6 i s  a t  our  l o c a t i o n . "  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken Saber 6 was t h e  c a l l -
s i g n  of t h e  America1 Divis ion  CO. 

Q CG? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember hea r ing  t h a t  
conversat ion a s  t o  Coyote 6 jumping o f f  t h e  chopper a t  D o t t i e .  . 
Q Do you have any i d e a  o r  do you r e c a l l  making a drop 
o f f  and going t o  Ky Ha? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  time t h a t  you 
saw o r  t h a t  you made t h i s  dus to f f  t h a t  you seem t o  r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, sir .  Other than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  dus to f f  
and I ' m  s t i l l  no t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  one t h a t  I ' m  re-
f e r r i n g  t o  was--with t h e  low l e v e l  c y c l i c  turns--did i n  f a c t  
t a k e  p lace  on t h i s  day. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  time t h a t  you made t h i s  pickup 
and t h e  c y c l i c  t u r n s  t h a t  it was a C&C opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q. The l o g  from Task Force Barker i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Sabre 6 who was, i n  f a c t ,  General KOSTER, a r r i v e d  a t  Task Force 
Barker a t  0935 hours on t h e  morning of  1 6  March. 

A. Does t h a t  f i t  i n  w i t h  t h e  t ime? 

Q. Yes. You ' l l  n o t i c e  from page 27 a  conversat ion 
between t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  and Coyote 65.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I could again i d e n t i f y  t h a t  voice a s  
d e f i n i t e l y  belonging t o  M r .  L I N D .  

Q- With t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t o  "Come on i n t o  t h e  pad and 
s i t  down and r e l a x . "  

A. Yes, s ir .  But again I do n o t  remember t h a t  exac t  
conversat ion.  A s  I said--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Time wise,  i f  w e  assume t h a t  t h e  
dropoff of  Colonel BARKER occured some time a f t e r  0 9 3 5 ,  then a  
t r i p  t o  Ky Ha and back, what t ime would t h i s  have occurred f o r  
a normal a i r c r a f t ,  somewhere p r i o r  t o  10 o ' c lock?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  we could have made t h a t  round t r i p  with- 
i n  25 minutes very e a s i l y .  

Q- Then you r e c a l l  i n  your previous testimony landing 
i n  dus tof f  somewhere south of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. The l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a dus to f f  was made by an 
a i r c r a f t  of  one s o l d i e r  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n -  
i t y  of 1020 and 1030 hours on t h e  morning of 1 6  March. Would it 
have been p o s s i b l e ,  had you been t h e  C&C,  and i n  f a c t  made t h e  
pickup of  t h e  wounded, t h r e e  wounded, dropped Colonel BARKER o f f  
a t  Do t t i e ,  gone t o  Ky Ha re tu rned ,  could you have made a  dus to f f  
a t  1020 t o  1030 hours south  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

(GARBOW) 75 APP T-343 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Yes, sir.  We could have. 

Q a  Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime going low-level,  e i t h e r  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  beach a rea  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  
( 4 )  ? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  I mentioned i n  my testimony yes terday  
t h a t  I could r e c a l l  a t  one time during my t o u r  i n  Vietnam making 
a pickup along t h e  beach i n  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  of P i n k v i l l e ,  
t h e  v i l l a g e  known a s  P i n k v i l l e .  I cannot g e t  it s t r a i g h t  i n  my 
mind t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  s ir .  The o t h e r  t i m e - -

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you mean o t h e r  than making t h i s  
approach? 

A. Yes. 

Q Any requirements by t h e  commander aboard t o  go 
down f o r  a c l o s e r  look a t  anything? 

A. The reques t  t o  go down f o r  a low look was a common 
reques t .  

Q- Anything you can t i e  i n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph Exh ib i t  P-195 and 
ask you i f  you can recognize t h a t  scene? 

A .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, s i r ,  t h i s  photograph con-
t a i n s  t h e  v i l l a g e  known a s  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  
which i s  t h e  road r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Highway 521. 

Q. Highway 521 i s  t h i s  road here .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  
t r a i l  l ead ing  o u t  of  t h e  southern edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. I ' m  o r i e n t e d  now. 

Q. North is t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  photograph. 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  makes sense.  
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Q. Does t h a t  look t o  you a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o i  My Lai  
( 4 )  looked t o  you a s  you can r e c a l l  it on t h e  morning of  1 6  
March? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  much smoke, sir .  A s  I 
s t a t e d  i n  my testimony yes terday  our  pickup f o r  t h e  s i n g l e  
dustoff  was made i n  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  j u s t  south of 
MY Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q. I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-203, 204, 
206, and 207, and ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  t e r -  
r a i n  f e a t u r e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e i n .  

A. This  p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e  (P-203) looks l i k e  LZ 
Uptight. Can you t e l l  me t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  photograph i s  
taken from? 

Q. No, we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  is  i n  f a c t  
LZ Uptight.  How about P-204? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  an i d e n t i f y i n g  landmark. Right 
now nothing makes t o o  much sense.  

Q. How about  P-206? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  I can i d e n t i f y  t h i s .  I f  I may 
r e f e r  t o  t h e  map (Exhibi t  MAP-5) t h i s  p i c t u r e  would have been 
taken somewhere i n  t h i s  approximate l o c a t i o n  with t h i s  being 
the s h o r e l i n e ,  peninsula ,  i n  t h i s  a rea .  A s  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  
po in t s  on t h e  ground, I could make a guess he re  t h a t  I t h i n k  
would be a r a t h e r  educated guess ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  commonly known a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  This  would have been 
somewhere i n  t h e  a rea  of where t h e  second LZ w a s  l o c a t e d  f o r  
t h a t  day. 

Q. You' l l  n o t i c e  some type  of an explosion on t h e  
ground. 

Yes, s i r ,  I do, I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  i t  though. 

Q. How about P-207? 

A. This  i s  t h e  same a r e a ,  coordina t ing  t h i s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  land f e a t u r e  wi th  t h i s  land  f e a t u r e  h e r e  on P-206, and 
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the  v i o l e t  smoke on t h e  ground. I have no i d e a  what t h a t  
might be from. The explosions I d o n ' t  know, I assume those  
t o  be a r t i l l e r y  o r  mortar-type f i r e .  

Q Captain GARBOW, is  t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you 
can add t o  what we have been d i scuss ing ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  s u r -
rounding t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve .  I f e e l  t h a t  i f  I could 
t a l k  t o  M r .  L I N D ,  t oge the r ,  t h e  two of us might be a b l e  t o  
remind each o t h e r  of th ings  t h a t  happened and poss ib ly  I might 
be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  something e l s e  i f  he would remind me of it. 

Q- Okay. You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s -
cuss t h i s  testimony o r  events  of 16 March 1968 o r  any recol -
l e c t i o n  you have concerning 1 6  March 1968 o r  any testimony 
t h a t  you have d iscussed  h e r e  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  wi th  any o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  unless  d i r e c t e d  t o  do s o  by competent a u t h o r i t y  be-
f o r e  a l e g a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you understand what I ' v e  s a i d ?  # 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  have any ques t ions  about t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I understand from your s t a t e -
ment t h a t  I ' m  n o t  t o  d i scuss  it wi th  anyone which I w i l l  n o t  
do. 

Q. Unless d i r e c t e d  t o  do so .  Unless d i r e c t e d  by corn-
p e t e n t  a u t h o r i t y  and t h a t  would be e i t h e r  be fo re  an adminis-
t r a t i v e  body o r  a j u d i c i a l  body, cour t  of law, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body such as  t h e  Peers  Inqui ry ,  o r  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body which 
would of course inc lude  any congress ional  o r  f e d e r a l  govern-
ment a c t i v i t y .  I f  an occasion a r i s e s  where you have some 
ques t ion  of a s p e c i f i c  n a t u r e  with r e fe rence  as  t o  whether 
o r  no t  you can d i s c u s s  what you r e c a l l  o r  t h e  events  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l ,  you can c o n t a c t  us he re  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I undersand. 

Q And a l s o  Capta in  GARBOW, you are s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l l .  

A. I unders tand  t h a t .  

Q s  
Do you have anyth ing  you want t o  say  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Nothing o t h e r  t h a n  what I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  s i r .  I 
would j u s t  be r e p e a t i n g  myself .  

LTC PATTERSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming t o  Washington and 
a s s i s t i n g  us and be ing  as f o r t h r i g h t  and as h o n e s t  a s  you have 
been. Your c o n t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  i n q u i r y  has  been immeasurable. 

A t  t h i s  t ime t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1310 h o u r s ,  7 February 
1970. ) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1423 hours ,  9 February 
1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC PAT- 
TERSON and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  i s  r e c a l l i n g  Captain GARBOW. 

(CPT GARBOW was r e c a l l e d  t o  add a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -  
mation t o  h i s  previous testimony and was reminded he remained 
under oa th .  ) 

LTC PATTERSON: C a p t a i ~ ,  a s  I understand it, you have thought  
o r  can t h i n k  of no th ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can add any- 
t h i n g  t o  my previous testimony. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time d i scuss ing  what you had 
seen when you were making t h e  dus to f f  f o r  P r i v a t e  F i r s t  C l a s s  
CARTER? I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  bodies  t h a t  you had seen ,  d i s -
cuss ing  t h a t  wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l .  

A. N O ,  s ir ,  I can not .  

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  Colonel BARKER w a s  aware t h a t  
t h e r e  were some c a s u a l t i e s  and some number of Vietnamese 
c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My Lai  (4)? 

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  remember him 
saying  anything about it o r  making r a d i o  c a l l s  o r  anything o f  
t h a t  na tu re .  I pe r sona l ly  f e l t  t h a t  he would be made aware o f  
it through h i s  subordina te  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  I have no d i r e c t  
knowledge of  t h i s ,  sir. 

Q- You d i d  n o t  t a l k  wi th  Colonel BARKER about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q. Did you h e a r  anyone t a l k i n g  with Colonel BARKER 
about  i t ?  
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A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. 

Q. Do you remember whether  o r  n o t  M r .  LIND t a l k e d  t o  

Colonel  BARKER about  what you had seen?  


A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  H e  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  t h a t  

he had. 


Q. A f t e r  you made t h i s  d u s t o f f  and r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
~ o t t i e ,we b e l i e v e ,  o r  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER t h e n  
went back down t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  showing 
Colonel  BARKER what you had seen  o r  any th ing  o v e r  t h e  a r e a ,  s o  
t h a t  Colonel  BARKER could have seen  what you had seen?  

A .  I remember f l y i n g  ove r  t h i s  a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes  
du r ing  t h a t  day,  b u t  n o t  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of  showing 
Colonel  BARKER t h e  bodies  I had seen .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  l ook ing  down and s e e i n g  them a g a i n ,  
o r  t h i n k i n g  about  s e e i n g  them aga in?  

A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  had t h a t  one t i m e  t h a t  I d i d  see 
them, i s  a l l  that  I can remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyone i s s u i n g  any o r d e r s ,  o r  what 
might be  cons t rued  a s  an o r d e r  t o  t h e  ground f o r c e s  about  
s topp ing  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o r  s t o p p i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  o r ,  "What's 
going on?" o r ,  "Get s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  down t h e r e , "  o r ,  "Watch 
what you a r e  d o i n g , "  o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any t a l k  about  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  concerning t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 1 ,  
Son My area on 16 March? 

A. That  day,  s i r ?  

Q. A t  any t ime?  

A. Only when I f i r s t  r ead  about  it i n  t h e  pape r s ,  s i r ,
when it h i t  t h e  news. 

Q. While you were i n  Vietnam you hea rd  no th ing?  
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A .  No, sir.  

Q. Did you pe r sona l ly  r e p o r t  what you had seen t o  any 
individual? .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q- Can you t e l l  me why you d id  not?  

A .  Well, t h e  only t h i n g  I saw was t h e  bodies .  Like I 
say ,  it was probably t h e  f i r s t  time o r  one of t h e  f i r s t  t i m e s  
t h a t  I had e v e r  seen any c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l ,  having been f a i r l y  
soon a f t e r  my a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. Af te r  t h a t  time I saw bodies  
again.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ever  made any r e p o r t s  o r  anything of  
t h a t  na tu re .  

Q But you i n d i c a t e d  t h e s e  bodies you had seen were 
some young c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Which could have, I assume, caused you some anguish
of  some s o r t ,  mental perhaps i n  r e c a l l i n g  it a s  you d id .  Did 
it seem r i g h t  o r  wrong? 

A, Well, anyone's dea th ,  I simply assumed t h a t  they  
had been k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep e a r l i e r .  A s  i s  t h e  case  
wi th  a l l  a r t i l l e r y  a t t a c k s  on a v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  i s  p r i o r  n o t i c e  
given. 

Q. You assume t h e r e  was p r i o r  knowledge given? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  I am no t  aware o f ;  I simply assume it. 

Q - So i n  your mind, you wrote it o f f  a s  one o f  t h e  
fo r tunes  of  war, s o  t o  speak? 

A. Yes, sir.  I d i d .  

Q And d id  no t  f e e l  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should be conducted 
a s  t o  how o r  why young c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ?  

A .  No, sir* There wasn ' t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  warranted 
on j u s t  what I had seen.  No, sir. 
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Q. Do you have anyth ing  e l s e  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  
co lone l  BARKER a c t u a l l y  s a w  l a r g e  numbers o f  dead? 

A. No, s i r ,  no d i r e c t  knowledge a t  a l l  t h a t  he  d i d  
s e e  them. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  I asked t h i s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  w i l l  you j u s t  
make s u r e ;  do you r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  made by your  
s h i p ,  o r  any s h i p  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  k i l l i n g ?  

A .  No, sir ,  I do n o t .  

Q- Before  w e  ad journ  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  o r  s t a t e  any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you 
might t h i n k  might be  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

A .  Nothing more t h a n  what I have a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  s i r .  

Q. I f  you come a c r o s s  any documents, any p h y s i c a l  e v i -  
dence of  any s o r t ,  l e t t e r s ,  t a p e s ,  photos ,  o r  any th ing  you t h i n k  
might be  of  p e r t i n e n c y ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch 
wi th  us.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you should  happen t o  t h i n k  of any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  relates i n  any way w i t h  t h e  purposes  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  
and/or e v e n t s  sur rounding  t h e  Son Illy V i l l a g e  o p e r a t i o n  of 16 
March 1968, we'd a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  your  c o n t a c t i n g  us .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
you r e c e i v e d  e a r l i e r  about  d i s c u s s i n g  your  t es t imony?  

A. No, s ir ,  I do n o t .  I unders tand  complete ly .  

Q- If t h e r e  is  no th ing  f u r t h e r ,  t h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1431 hour s ,  9 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: GIBSON, Glenn D., MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding Officer, 

174th Assault Helicopter Company, 14th Aviation Battalion. 

GIBSON was stationed at Duc Pho, Battalion headquarters 

at Chu Lai. 


1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 


The witness testified that he remembered nothing of 
the operation at My Lai on the date in question (pg. 3). 
Further, he did not recall hearing any rumors about any- 
thing out of the ordinary having happened there (pg. 10) . 
He added upon questioning that he could not recall his 
unit being involved in any operation that had such a large 
body count as reported there (pg. 13). His personal flight 
records did show that he had flown to Chu Lai on 16 March 
1968 (pg. 5). 

2. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The witness testified that he did not recall ever 

being approached by Colonel HENDERSON concerning the events 

of 16 March 1968 (pgs. 8, 18, 19), nor did he recall any 

queries concerning the killing of civilians by gunships 

(pg. 9). 


3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

He suggested to the interrogators that the records 

of the 14th Aviation Battalion, which may have since been 

redesignated, might reveal the extent of his unit's involve- 

ment in the questioned operation, if any (pgs. 6, 16). 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' 


Barker's combat action 

rt 


loa 


NOTES 

Shownto witness; 

not asked to 

identify. 


Shown to witness; 

not asked to 

identify. 


PAGES 


5 


22 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GIBSON, Glenn D. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Commander, 174th Assault  
Hel icopter  Company. 

1. ATTENDANCE AT BRIEFINGS. 

a. Generally. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when h e l i c o p t e r s  from h i s  
u n i t  were going t o  be used i n  a l i f t ,  he would send anyone 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  ground d n i t  Is b r i e f i n g  ; he d i d  not  necessar i ly  
go himself (pgs. 24, 25) .  H e  would preferably  send someone 
who was going t o  be involved i n  t h e  l i f t  o r  t h e  operat ions 
o f f i c e r  (pg. 25) .  Under normal circumstances i f  a l i f t  
involving a l a r g e  number of h e l i c o p t e r s  was involved, t h e  
b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  would probably be at tended by 
himself ,  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  o r  t h e  l i f t  l eade r  (pg. 26) .  

b .  Br ie f ing  of  15 arch. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  a change 
of command ceremony he ld  a t  Duc Pho, b u t  could n o t  remember 
sending anyone t o  a b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  o r  a t tending  one himself 
on 1 5  March (pg. 26).  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Lieutenant .  
PETERS w a s  h i s  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  and M r .  MAGNO w a s  t he  
a s s i s t a n t  opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  E i t h e r  of those or Lieutenant 
MILLIKIN may have at tended t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
opera t ion  (pgs. 26, 27) .  

c. Br ie f ina  of  16 March. 

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he could no t  r e c a l l  t he  
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s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  of  16 March (pg. 25) .  He added t h a t  he 
normally would have at tended the  evening b r i e f i n g  of t h e  
11th ~ r i g a d e ,  b u t  he could no t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  where a high 
number of  casualties, such as  we a r e  involved wi th ,  was 
ever  mentioned (pg. 30). He added t h a t  i f  he had n o t  
a t tended t h e  br igade b r i e f i n g ,  possibly M r .  BANEK, t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  would have at tended (pgs. 36, 37) . 
2. COORDINATION OF AVIATION UNITS. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he o f t e n  t a lked  with h i s  
l i f t  l eade r s  and o t h e r  p i l o t s  about s i t u a t i o n s  where 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  d i d  n o t  l i f t  on time. This was no t  
necessa r i ly  unusual (pgs. 30, 31) .  H e  noted t h a t  opera t ions  
with Task Force Barker were somewhat l e s s  organized than 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  people des i red .  He had mentioned t h i s  matter  
t o  s t a f f  sec t ions  wi th in  t h e  av ia t ion  b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 31) .  
H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  reques ts  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  support  were normally 
coordinated through t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  and noted t h a t  
h i s  people would f i r s t  have been b r i e f e d  by b a t t a l i o n  on 
t h e  requirements f o r  a s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  (pg. 32) .  

3. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. 

Concerning t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement f o r  gunships,  
t h e  witness  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was always a team leader  who 
had c o n t r o l  over  t h e  gunships i n  t h e  a i r .  Only i n  
unu@wlcircumstancesw a s  anything engaged on the  ground 
without p r i o r  permission from the  ground commander. This 
s i t u a t i o n  might occur when t h e r e  were no U.S. t roops  i n  an 
a r e a  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  received f i r e  from t h e  ground 
(pg. 38).  There were s e v e r a l  documents covering t h e  r u l e s  
of  engagement including USARV regu la t ions ,  1st Aviation 
Brigade regu la t ions ,  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  's SOP, and 
h i s  company 's SOP (pg. 39) . 
4. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AND INVESTIGATIONS. 

The witness  s ta ted t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  knowledge 
Colonel HENDERSON never asked him t o  check with h i s  p i l o t s  

, 	 and make a r e p o r t  on an inc iden t  of  t h e  magnitude with which' 
w e  a r e  involved (pgs. 36, 37) .  The witness  added t h a t  hecould 
r e c a l l  no r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  magnitude. How-. 
eve r ,  he admitted t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  someone 
mentioned t h e  inc iden t  t o  him, b u t  d i d  it i n  such a way t h a t  
he d id  no t  r e a l i z e  t h e  ser iousness  of  it. He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
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t h i s  having been done (pgs. 28 ,  3 0 ,  35, 4 1 ) .  The wi tnes s  
added t h a t  he  had no knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  nor  
d i d  he  ever r e c e i v e  a  r eques t  t o  t a k e  s t a t emen t s  from h i s  
p i l o t s  (pgs.  35, 40) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATIQN. 

a. L a t e r  i n c i d e n t s .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t  i n  
J u l y  concerning i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoot ing  by t h e  Sharks.  
The wi tnes s  added t h a t  he asked HENDERSON t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  t roops  and ask i f  they had any knowledge of t h i s .  
H e  a l s o  reques ted  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  (pgs.  35, 3 6 ) .  

b.  Exh ib i t s .  

E x h i b i t s  u t i l i z e d  by t h e  w i tnes s  a r e  no ted  i n f r a .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1501 hour s ,  10 December 
1969.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, 
COL FRANKLIN and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  w i l l  be  Major Glenn D. GIBSON. 

(MAJ G I B S O N ,  . , United S t a t e s  
Army, Headquar te rs ,  S i x t h  U.S. Army, P r e s i d i o ,  San 
F ranc i sco ,  was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

10: Before  we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  
inform you o f  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern ing  two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g * t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  o f  command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968; and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  cr wi thho ld ing  o f  
i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened 
a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

10: I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  and t h a t  i n c l u d e s  your  
s t a t emen t  which you made i n  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  i n q u i r y .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h  a n d ~ a  
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t e s t imony ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of i t ,  may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask  you q u e s t i o n s :  M r .  WEST on my r i g h t ,  Colonel  MILLER 
on h i s  r i g h t ,  and Colonel  FRANKLIN have been des igna t ed  
from Department of  t h e  Army a s  my a s s i s t a n t s ,  and t h e y  are 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  on my l e f t  i s  
M r .  MACCRATE, and t o  your  l e f t  i s  M r .  WALSH, who a r e  s e r v i n g  
a s  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me  and t o  t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  t e a m .  
They, t o o ,  may ask q u e s t i o n s .  However, I have t h e  r e spons i -
b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations. 

You are n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s ,  o r  as you might be  r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  
your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  

A. I am s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t ,  s i r .  I have r e c e i v e d  
t h a t  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  s i r ,  a s  a w i t n e s s .  

Q. That i s  t o  say  t h e r e  i s  no r e s t r i c t i o n  whatsoever  
a s  t o  your  g i v i n g  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  
mere f a c t  t h a t  you have given tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  no way r e l e a s e s  you from t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  which you have 
been p l aced  under by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. 

A. I unders tand ,  sir.  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A .  No, s i r .  
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(Spec- i a l i s t  S i x  Arthur B.  REID Jr.,  t h e  
appointed r e p o r t e r ,  was duly sworn. ) 

Q e  
Major GIBSON, would you s t a t e  your duty assignment 

on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  
174th Assaul t  Hel icopter  Company, loca ted  a t  LZ Bronco, Duc 
Pho, Republic of Vietnam. 

Q What u n i t  was t h e  174th Assaul t  Hel icopter  Company
assigned t o ?  

A .  To t h e  14th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  sir. 

Q- Where were your headquarters?  

A. Chu L a i ,  sir .  

Q- How long were you i n  command of t h i s  company? 

A. I assumed command on t h e  2d day of February, 1968. 

Q* How long d i d  you remain i n  command? 

A. U n t i l  t h e  17 th  day of September, 1968. 

Q. On t h e  16th  of  March, d id  your u n i t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t  landing  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai (4)? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  1 6 t h  of March a s  a s p e c i f i c  
d a t e ,  sir.  I a m  no t  aware of t h e  exac t  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  company on t h a t  da te .  I do no t  remember a 
s p e c i f i c  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h a t  a rea  on t h a t  d a t e .  I f  I may 
e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t ,  sir. We supported Task Force Barker i n  
conjunct ion wi th  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n .  One 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  companies was designated t o  supply some of 
t h e  choppers t o  accomplish t a s k s  f o r  Task Force Barker. 
During t h a t  t i m e  frame it probably involved t h r e e  o r  four  
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and t h e i r  major assignment i n  t h e  t a s k  force  a t  
t h a t  time was command and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t ,  f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander and o t h e r  people who requ i red  command 
and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t ,  resupply a i r c r a f t ,  and any o t h e r  spec i -
f i c  types  t h a t  they wanted on any appointed day. The mode o f  
opera t ion ,  a s  I r e c o l l e c t ,  i n  Task Force Barker ,  genera l ly ,  
was t h a t  a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  assigned t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  a i r c r a f t  
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from a11 t h e  companies, q u i t e  o f t e n  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  
t o  one o f  t h e  l a n d i n g  zones.  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
commander u t i l i z e d  t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  t o  r e p o s i t i o n  t r o o p s  and 
whatever he  s a w  f i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  making smal l  conba t  a s s a u l t s  
w i t h  maybe a  p l a toon  o r  a company minus, t a k i n g  them o f f  
f i r e  bases  and t r y i n g  t o  p o s i t i o n  them f o r  t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i -
t i e s .  There was no prep lanned ,  t o  my knowledge, any major 
combat a s s a u l t  planned f o r  t h a t  day. 

10: Would you g ive  me t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

RCDR : Y e s ,  s ir .  

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

10: I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  R-2, s u b j e c t :  "Combat Act ion 
Report" ,  p repared  by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  Task Force 
Barker ,  d a t e d  28  March, and addressed  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  I r e f e r  t h i s  t o  you,  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  paragraphs  1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 7 on t h e  f i r s t  page.  

(The I0 hands E x h i b i t  R-2 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(The w i t n e s s  examines and hands E x h i b i t  R-2 back 
t o  t h e  10.) 

A s  I s t a t e d ,  t hey  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  as combat 
a s s a u l t s  and, i n  f a c t ,  t hey  were sma l l - s ca l e  combat a s s a u l t s .  
A s  f a r  as a major preplanned a s s a u l t  l i k e  t h e  n i g h t  before- - in  
o t h e r  words, two o r  t h r e e  days ,  t h i s  t ype  of  o p e r a t i o n  t h e y  
w e r e  no t .  

Q - I n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  where t h e y  are going t o  
have n i n e  o r  t e n  l i f t  s h i p s  and suppor t ing  gunsh ips ,  how 
would t h e y  c o n t r o l  t h a t  and o rgan ize  i t ?  

A. Usual ly  i n  a  l i f t  t h a t  involved a s  many a i r c r a f t  
a s  you have mentioned,  s i r ,  you have,  a t  leas t  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  
a  b r i e f i n g  o f  t h e  personne l  involved  h e r e ,  t h e  mobile personne l  
involved.  Usual ly  whoever i s  going t o  be  t h e  gunship f l i g h t  
commander, and a l s o  t h e  l i f t  s h i p  commander u s u a l l y  g e t  w i th  
t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t  concerned,  and t h e y  go down a  
preplanned o p e r a t i o n  o f  what you are going t o  do and how 
many s h i p s  t h i s  i s  going t o  t a k e .  
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Q. Did you normally suppor t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Normally we d i d .  Our miss ion was a 

d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  o r  g e n e r a l  suppor t  o f  t h e  Americal Div is ion .  

The f a c t  t h a t  we were Located i n  Duc Pho and wi th  t h e  

b r i g a d e  made it more economical and easier f o r  us t o  suppor t .  

W e  gave t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  o u r  suppor t  t o  t h e  1 1 t h .  However, 

w e  d i d  suppor t  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  Americal .  This  o p e r a t i o n  

h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  o t h e r  companies i n  t h e  Americal 

Div is ion .  I t  was c l o s e r  t o  Chu L a i  t han  it was t o  Duc Pho. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  reason  t h a t  a l l  t h e  companies i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  

t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  suppor t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  


Q. What I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  who provided t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  suppor t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and who was i n  charge 

o f  i t ?  Would you have any i d e a ?  


A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you names, s i r .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

I w a s n ' t  i n  charge of  it,  and I w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  

remember t h i s  a s s a u l t  a t  a11  o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  a l l .  A s  

I i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  commander, u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  morning, went 

up and r e p o r t e d  t o  one of  t h e  L Z ' s ,  and h e  was t o l d  what t h e y  

w e r e  going t o  do. It might i nvo lve  two o r  t h r e e  l i f t s  d u r i n g  

t h e  day i n  r e p o s i t i o n i n g  p l a toons  and squads ,  t a k i n g  o u t  n i g h t  

p a t r o l s ,  and t h i s  t y p e  t h i n g .  


Q- Did you provide  t h e  gunships  f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A .  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  i f  o u r  gunsh ips  were involved .  

They probably  were o r  p o s s i b l y  could  have been.  


Q* Where were you? 

A .  I assume I was i n  t h e  company a r e a .  I b e l i e v e  
t h i s  d a t e  was a Saturday.  Gene ra l ly ,  on Sa turday ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  

.commander has  	a s t a f f  meeting a t  Chu L a i .  I checked my 
f l i g h t  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  day of  March. I made a f l i g h t  
t o  Chu L a i ,  s o  obvious ly  I went t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h i s  would 
s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's 
meet ing on t h e  1 6 t h  of March i n  Chu La i .  

Q- Where would t h e y  have r e c o r d s  as t o  what a i r c r a f t  
w e r e  a s s i g n e d ,  who were t h e  commanders o f  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s ,  
and who w e r e  t h e  comma~lders of t h e  gun e lements?  

W e  t u r n  i n  a  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t ,  s ir .  
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Q Who i s  "we"? 

A .  The company, sir .  They t u r n  i n  a d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  
r e p o r t  t o  each  company. This  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  a number of  a i r -
c r a f t ,  OPREP 5 ,  sir.  This  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  number of  a i r c r a f t  
flown i n  s u p p o r t ,  and a very b r i e f  d e t a i l  of  t h e  d a y ' s  opera-
t i o n s .  They went t o  t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  This  
r e p o r t  would probably  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
suppor ted  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  Whether t h e  gunships  
suppor ted  it o r  n o t ,  it would g ive  a  very  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  A t  company l e v e l  it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  
r e p o r t  i s  probably  k e p t  f o r  6 months. A t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  
it was compiled f o r  t h e  whole b a t t a l i o n .  The r e c o r d s  
should b e  t h e r e .  

Q The 1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  which was 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have been given on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 5 t h  
of March f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  I was n o t  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  

Q Normally, i f  you had a l i f t  o f  n i n e  o r  t e n  s h i p s ,  
how many gunships  would be  a s s igned  t o  work w i t h  them? 

A. A t  l e a s t  two, sir.  One team. I t  depends on t h e  
d i s t a n c e  you a r e  moving. If you j u s t  went a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  
two might b e  s u f f i c i e n t .  I f  it i s  a longe r  d i s t a n c e ,  you 
might need more. 

Q What i f  it invo lves  a l s o  a combat a s s a u l t ?  
T h a t ' s  what I am r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

A. I t  would be  d e s i r a b l e  t o  have two teams o r  f o u r  
s h i p s ,  s ir .  

Q Two on each  f l ank?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What t i m e  d i d  you r e t u r n  from Chu L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. I cannot  t e l l  you t h e  e x a c t  t i m e ,  s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  my 
reasoning  i s  r i g h t  on t h a t ,  s i r .  The on ly  reason  I went t o  
Chu La i  was f o r  two t h i n g s  ; t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's meet ing,  
and u s u a l l y  on t h e  same day t o  v i s i t  anyone who might have 
been i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e .  This  depends on how long  t h e  
meeting was and how long  my v i s i t  was. 

Q =  The p i l o t  l og  does n o t  i n d i c a t e  how long  t h e  
f l i g h t  t i m e  was, and t h e  t ime of  r e t u r n ?  

A. S i r ,  it i n d i c a t e s  t h e  t o t a l  t i m e  t h a t  we f lew on 
t h a t  day. 

Q g  On t h e  1 7 t h ,  d i d  you have any p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  . 

t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Again, I d o n ' t  i d e n t i f y ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  remember, 
s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  o r  any th ing  i n  
t h i s  t ime frame o f  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  1 8 t h ,  which was 
ano the r  day. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  be ing  i n  a f l i g h t  o r  
l e a d i n g  a  f l i g h t  i n  a combat a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  
a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  L a t e r  on ,  we moved t r o o p s  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  
w e s t  of  t h e r e  and a s s a u l t e d  i n  an a r e a  below and sou th  of 
t h e  Quang Ngai River  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  w e s t  of  Quang Ngai. 
That was a t  l e a s t  a b a t t a l i o n  l i f t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  l i f t  
I remember p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  around t h a t  immediate a r e a .  

Q. Who normal ly  w e r e  your  f l i g h t  l e a d e r s ?  You had a  
n i n e  o r  t e n  s h i p ,  h e l i c o p t e r ,  combat a s s a u l t  l i f t .  

A .  It would be  one of  my commissioned o f f i c e r s  t h a t  
h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  o r  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q A s  company commander, what would you do i n  t h o s e  circum-
s t a n c e s  when you have n i n e  o r  t e n  o f  your  s h i p s  i n  a l i f t ?  

A. I f  it was n i n e  o r  t e n  of my s h i p s ,  g e n e r a l l y  I was 
t h e  l i f t  l e a d e r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  I am under t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  it w a s n ' t  n i n e  o r  t e n  o f  my s h i p s .  I f  it was a t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  s h i p  o p e r a t i o n ,  l i k e  t h e y  o r t e n  run up t h e r e  on t h e  
s p u r  of t h e  moment., I always made s u r e  t h a t  w e  had a l i e u -
t e n a n t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  could t a k e  ove r  and run t h e  l i f t .  
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Q I f  you had a l i g h t  company t o  p u t  on t h e  ground, 
o f  approximately  105 t o  110 men, and you had 9 o r  10 h e l i -
c o p t e r s ,  how many l i f t s  would it t a k e  t o  p u t  them i n ?  

A. TWO l i f t s ,  sir.  

Q Did Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  come t o  you i n  t h e  t i m e  
frame of  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h e  1 7 t h  and ask from you a r e p o r t  as t o  
what your  gunships  were doing? Did they  shoo t  up any c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants, i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
t h e  sou th  and a long  t h e  road s o u t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I do n o t  remember any such a conve r sa t ion .  S u r e l y ,  
I would have i f  h e  p u t  a d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n  t o  m e  a s  you have 
he re .  I a m  s u r e  I would have remembered it because I would 
have looked i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and probably asked some peop le .  
The r eco rds  and o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  even ing  i n d i c a t e d  no 
such t h i n g .  

Q What d i d  your  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e ?  

A. I don'  t remember e x a c t l y ,  s i r ,  b u t  it w a s  a 
r o u t i n e  r e p o r t .  I would have remembered. Now, t h e r e  i s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i n  an in formal  d i s c u s s i o n  h e  could  have 
mentioned something l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  emphasized a s  
you p u t  it: "Did t h e y  shoot  up a v i l l a g e ? " ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  Never do I r e c a l l  him ask ing  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  check on such a t h i n g  w i t h i n  your
personne l  and gun commanders? 

A .  No, s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I am under t h e  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  I was never  aware t h a t  h e  p u t  such a q u e s t i o n  t o  m e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  submit  a r e p o r t  t o  him of  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of such checking t h a t  you may have done? 

A .  No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q A r e  you aware o f  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ?  W e  are t a l k i n g  about  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Th i s  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map, j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Highway 521. 

A .  (The w i t n e s s  l ooks  a t  t h e  map of  t h e  My L a i  area 
des igna t ed  MAP-1. ) Right .  
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Q Did anybody ever  ask you about your h e l i c o p t e r s  
poss ib ly  shoot ing  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q e  
Did you e v e r  give a  s ta tement  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q Were you placed under oath? Did you e v e r  submit 
a w r i t t e n  s ta tement?  

A .  N O ,  sir.  

Q Colonel HENDERSON never t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A. Not on a formal b a s i s ,  no, sir. 

9. I f  t h i s  had been on a formal b a s i s ,  would you 
have recognized i t ?  

A .  I should hope s o ,  s ir .  

Q Did Colonel BARKER e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  .I 

Q Did any s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  from those  two headquar ters  
eve r  t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  Colonel HENDERSON on e i t h e r  
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  o r  t h e  evening of t h e  1 6 t h ,  l a t e  i n  
t h e  af te rnoon,  o r  t h e  17th? 

A .  Again, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s .  I genera l ly  
made a h a b i t  of a t t end ing  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  
b r i e f i n g  which i s  he ld  about 1600 every day. I f  I was i n  
t h e  a rea  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I was i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I genera l ly  
saw t h e  colonel  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  

Q You would remember him p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  he came t o  
your headquar ters  t o  s e e  you? 

A .  Yes, sir. 
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Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made 
o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  which took  p l a c e  i n  My L a i  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was n o t  aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  s ir .  I w a s  
never  aware o f  any,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any rumors t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
something unusual  occu r red ,  perhaps  a l a r g e  number of  non-
combatants were k i l l e d  i n  My La i  on 16 March? 

No, s i r .  

Q Did you have any reason  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  such had 
occur red?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anybody make a s t a t e m e n t ,  gener-
a l l y ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  t o  t a l k  about  what hap-
pened i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Before coming h e r e ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody 
concerning t h e  e v e n t s  which t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Department of t h e  Army I G ,  Colone l  
WILSON, sir .  

Q. Do I have your  t es t imony on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q That i s  t h e  on ly  one t o  whom you t a l k e d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Since  r e c e i v i n g  your  o r d e r s  t o  r e p o r t  h e r e ,  have 
you t a l k e d  t o  anybody? 

A .  N o ,  s i r .  

I0: M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR MACCRATE: No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I do. 
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10: Any q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: No. 

COL FRANKLIN: What were t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  of your  o u t f i t ?  What 
were you c a l l e d ?  

A. The l i f t  s h i p s  were c a l l e d  t h e  Dolphins.  The 
gunships w e r e  c a l l e d  t h e  Sharks .  T h i s  was an accep ted  c a l l  
s i g n  u n t i l  t h e  new ones came o u t .  On a l a t e r  d a t e  a new 
system came o u t .  

Q. You have a  very poor r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  j u s t  a 
r o u t i n e  t h i n g .  I t ' s  ou r  unders tanding  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
n ine  l i f t  s h i p s ,  Dolphins ,  and a t  leas t  two Shark gunships 
involved  i n  t h i s .  You're going t o  send up one of  your 
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Dolphin l e a d ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  conso le  s h i p .  
How many s l i c k s  d i d  you have f l y i n g  a day,  normal ly?  

A. That  w a s  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  t h a t  I w a s  going t o  
p o i n t  o u t .  During t h i s  t ime frame w e  had been h i t  q u i t e  
bad ly  du r ing  t h e  T e t  and fo l lowing  T e t .  The inven to ry  of  
a i r c r a f t  a t  t h e  company was low. A t  one t ime w e  only  had,  
I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  gunships  i n  t h e  company. Out o f  t h e  t h r e e ,  
we never  had more t h e n  two of them f l y i n g .  Q u i t e  o f t e n  i t  
w a s  on ly  one f o r  t h i s  t i m e  frame. 

10: Which t i m e  frame a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I a m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  March and la te r  February 
t i m e  frame a f t e r  T e t ,  and t h e  s i x  weeks o r  s o  fo l lowing  Te t .  

Q What d a t e  a r e  you g i v i n g  f o r  T e t  now? 

A. The end of January ,  s i r .  

Q* So w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  roughly 45  days l a t e r ?  

A. About 6 weeks l a t e r ,  s ir .  
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Q What happened t o  your  u n i t  a t  Te t ?  

A. W e  were mortared on a t  l e a s t  two n i g h t s .  The 
second n i g h t  was ou r  f i r s t  a t t a c k .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were 
seven o r  e i g h t  a i r c r a f t  rendered  u n f l y a b l e .  They had major 
damage t o  them. S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  i n  t h e  space of  2 o r  
3 weeks, w e  l o s t  p o s s i b l y  two gunships  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
One was s h o t  down suppor t ing  ano the r  miss ion t h a t  w e  had 
w i t h  t h e  1 0 t h  S p e c i a l  Forces  o u t  of Danang. There were 
two s h i p s  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  s h o t  down. Our i nven to ry  of  
a i r c r a f t  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
h e r e  i n  t h e  middle of  March was low, and probably  o u r  lowes t .  
I t  was about t h i s  t ime t h a t  we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  new a i r c r a f t .  
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  about  t h e  middle of March w e  go t  ou r  
f i r s t  brand new a i r c r a f t .  I t  was an H-model. W e  had B-
model l i f t  s h i p s .  We w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  we would e v e n t u a l l y  
g e t  a l l  H-models. I b e l i e v e  w e  f l ew down t o  C a m  Ranh and 
picked up o u r  f i r s t  models sometime around t h e  middle o f  
March, s o  o u r  a i r c r a f t  i nven to ry  was q u i t e  low. During 
t h a t  p e r i o d  I would say  t h a t  it was q u i t e  low, and I would 
say  probably e i g h t  s l i c k  s h i p s  and probably one s e t  of  guns 
o r  two guns,  maybe on t h e  o u t s i d e  t e n  s l i c k s  and t h r e e  guns. 

Q I f  you were t h a t  low and had t o  p u t  a l l  your
h e l i c o p t e r  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t  miss ion on t h e  
1 6 t h ,  it would appear  t h a t  you would be  f a i r l y  w e l l  f i x e d  on 
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I f  we d i d  f l y  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  had I 
would t h i n k  I would remember i t ,  b u t  I do n o t  remember t h a t  
d a t e  a s  one s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  o r  any e v e n t  t h a t  happened t h a t  
d a t e .  I have g iven  it cons ide rab le  t hough t ,  t oo .  

COL FRANKLIN: A s  you answered a wh i l e  ago t o  General  PEERS' 
q u e s t i o n ,  a l l  your  company w a s  be ing  u t i l i z e d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. One of  t h e  p o i n t s  on t h i s  "poop s h e e t "  t h a t  you
f i l l  o u t  i s  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n .  You're going i n t o  t h e  
h o t t e s t  a r e a  t h a t  Task Force Barker  has  been i n t o .  You 
a n t i c i p a t e  h o t  L Z ' s .  One of  your  p i l o t s  r e p o r t s  a h o t  LZ, 
and you g e t  t h e  b i g g e s t  body count t h a t  Task Force Barker  
has  g o t t e n ,  which you suppor t ed ,  i n  bo th  j ou rna l  and r a d i o  
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p u b l i c i t y .  I t  i s  s o r t  of d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand why 
you d o n ' t  remember anything about  a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I agree  wi th  you 100 p e r c e n t ,  s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  
remsrnber a l a r g e  body count .  I am t a l k i n g  about  more than 
20  people .  I n  a gene ra l  o p e r a t i o n ,  two o r  t h r e e  o r  even 
f i v e  i s  a l a r g e  body count .  

I0 : You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you normally a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  and t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  
r e p o r t  t h a t  was submit ted by t h e  l l t h  Brigade on t h e  n i g h t  
of t h e  1 6 t h ,  and it  was probably wrapped up on t h e  17 th .  It  
would s e e m  t o  m e  t h a t  when you have a body count  of 128, you 
should remember i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I would have remembered t h a t ,  s o  
e i t h e r  I w a s n ' t  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  o r  something. I t  i s  a pos-
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I might have missed t h a t  one. I t  might have 
been t h a t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  back from Chu J t a i  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  l a r g e  a body count.  Of 
course ,  w e  d i d n ' t  send i n  t h e  body count  f o r  t h e  whole b r i -
gade. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  what your r e p o r t  s a i d  t h a t  you d i d  
say? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  unusual ,  s i r .  This  i s  what I say .  A s  
f a r  a s  c r e d i t  f o r  enemy k i l l e d ,  t h i s  i s  determined by t h e  
person making t h e  r e p o r t  who c a l l s  t h e  b r igade .  They cre-
d i t  whatever t h e  f i e l d  commander says  t h e  a i r c r a f t  k i l l s .  
I n  o t h e r  words, t hey  c r e d i t  t h e  gunship wi th  two, t h r e e ,  
f o u r  k i l l s  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  today. A h a l f  a dozen would b e  
a l o t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  r e f l e c t i n g  anything o u t  of  
t h e  o rd ina ry .  

Q. For t h e  r eco rd ,  would you i n d i c a t e ,  when you were 
absen t ,  who would have been t h e  l o g i c a l  one t o  have d i r e c t e d  
t h e  ope ra t ion  of your company, and who would have rece ived  
t h e  r e p o r t s  coming i n  from your u n i t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

My o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  s ir .  

Q Di'd your o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  your 
execu t ive  o f f i c e r ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you have an execu t ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What was h i s  name? 

A.  BOSWELL, s i r .  That was Captain BOSWELL, s ir .  
The ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r  handled f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  The exec-
u t i v e  o f f i c e r  handled mostly company o p e r a t i o n s .  I f  anyth ing  
came up whi l e  I was gone, t h e  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  would 
have taken  a c t i o n  on it. I f  it was anyth ing  of any conse-
quence a t  a l l ,  he  would have c a l l e d  m e .  I w a s n ' t  t h a t  f a r  
o u t  of communications wi th  t h e  company. I was c o n s t a n t l y  
wi th  it. I f  t h e r e  was anything t h a t  he  thought  I should 
know, h e  would immediately g e t  ho ld  of me. I was a t  t h e  b a t -
t a l i o n .  I n  case  I was a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  he could  g e t  m e  on 
t h e  h o t  l i n e  t o  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  and immediately l e t  m e  
know. 

Q I t h i n k  you can see t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h a t  w e  
have he re .  A l l  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  we have,  a t  l e a s t  up 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  i s  t h a t  your u n i t  provided t h e  l i f t  and 
guns wi th  you a s  t h e  commander. With t h e  u n i t  be ing  p u l l e d  
down, a s  you i n d i c a t e d ,  i n  i t s  a v a i l a b l e  l i f t  c a p a b i l i t y ,  
and wi th  a  major ope ra t ion  such a s  t h i s ,  even though you 
had t o  r e p o r t  t o  a b a t t a l i o n  commander's meet ing,  I under-
s t a n d  b a t t a l i o n  commander ' s meetings don 't normally l a s t  t o o  
long. With t h e  i n t e r e s t  and t h e  magnitude and importance o f  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  it would appear t h a t  you should have f a r  
more knowledge of  it than  you p r o f e s s  t o  have? ' 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I - - apparen t ly  
t h e  magnitude of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s n ' t  s t r e s s e d  t o  m e  a s  such.  

Q Do you know who t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  was t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you p r e c i s e l y ,  s ir .  I t  had t o  b e  
one of about fou r  people .  

Q. Would t h a t  have been i n d i c a t e d  i n  your r e p o r t  t h a t  
you submit ted t o  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Not t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  
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Q. Not t h e  f l i g h t  l eader?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  I d o n ' t  b e l i v e  they  put  t h e  
names of personnel  on t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. Did you have t o  submit any k ind  of o p e r a t i o n a l
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. Not o t h e r  than t h e  OPREP 5 ,  s i r .  

Q One t h i n g  about a v i a t i o n  t h a t  I have always noted ,  
and I have had many a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  assigned t o  me, i s  t h a t  
i f  t h e r e  i s  anything t h a t  they know, it  i s  what i s  going on, 
and they 've  got records t o  show what i s  going on. A t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  moment, a l l  I am g e t t i n g  i s  t h a t  "I d o n ' t  know." I t  
would seem t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some place  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r -
mation i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  and t h a t  i s  what I want t o  know? 

A. There a r e  records t h a t  a r e  kep t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
sir.  The crews a r e  l i s t e d  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  by a i r c r a f t .  
Now, t h e r e  i s  a 2408-12, and t h e  crews a r e  l i s t e d  t h e r e .  
Those records a r e  maintained, and t h i s  i s  where t h e  crews 
a r e  recorded. You could probably go t o  t h e s e  records ,  i f  
they a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  and f i n d  out  what s p e c i f i c  crews were 
on s p e c i f i c  a i r c r a f t .  Each mission ch ie f  t o l d  t h e  crew what 
t h e  assignment was, where they were t o  go, and t h i s  type  
th ing .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  day they completed it, and t h e r e  i s  
a s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander f i l l e d  o u t  t o  inc lude  
passengers c a r r i e d ,  cargo,  and a  genera l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of what 
he d id  t h a t  day. This was turned  back i n  t o  opera t ions .  
There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l -
a b l e  i n  t h e  company. 

Q I understand your a i r c r a f t  l o g ,  and I understand 
t h i s  kind of r e p o r t .  But,  I am t a l k i n g  about u n i t  r e p o r t s  of 
where you submitted a r e p o r t  t o  your b a t t a l i o n ,  where t h e  
a i r c r a f t  was ass igned,  who was i n  charge of t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ,  
what they  were doing. 

A. S i r ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o l d  us what t o  do with t h e  
a i r c r a f t .  The a i r c r a f t  were assigned from b a t t a l i o n .  Mgybe 
t h i s  i s  t h e  problem here ,  s i r .  The b a t t a l i o n  opera t ions  
c e n t e r  rece ived  t h e  missions from t h e  America1 Divis ion on 
a d a i l y  b a s i s .  They would, i n  t u r n ,  break down t h e  missions 
and ass ign  them t o  t h e  companies. W e ,  i n  t u r n ,  t o l d  them 
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t h e  t a i l  numbers a s s igned  t h e s e  mi s s ions ,  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
crew. The b a t t a l i o n  knew. They monitored t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
and when a s h i p  came back i n  o f f  an o p e r a t i o n ,  we c a l l e d  
b a t t a l i o n  on a d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  cen-
t e r  and t o l d  them t h e  s h i p  was back and t h e  miss ion  w a s  com-
p l e t e d .  They c o n s t a n t l y  monitored t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  each  a i r -
c r a f t ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s  no reason f o r  any r e p o r t  t o  be  made t o  
them. They knew what was going on. 

Q. Who was your  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. Colonel  CARSON. 

Q 0 .  L i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Where i s  h e  now? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I am n o t  s u r e  of  h i s  ass ignment  
now, sir.  

Q Raymond CARSON? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  h i s  f i r s t  name i s  Ray. I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it i s  Raymond, sir.  H e  completed C&GS i n  J u l y  
of l a s t  y e a r ,  and I don ' t know what h i s  ass ignment  w a s  a f t e r  
t h a t .  

10:  W e  ought  t o  be  a b l e  t o  t r a c k  t h a t  down f a i r l y  e a s y .  

MR WEST: Who was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name r i g h t  now, sir.  ~ i e u -
t e n a n t  Colone l  - - I c a n ' t  q u i t e  recall .  

Q. L e t ' s  t r y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
wh i l e  you are t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A. I knew you were going t o  ask  m e  t h a t .  My mind 
j u s t  draws a  b lank  on it. I .can see h i s  f a c e .  

Try t o  t h i n k  of  it and g ive  it t o  us a t  a l a t e r  
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t i m e .  Do you know Captain  BOSWELL? Was it Cap ta in  BOSWELL, 
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
. - .  

Q DO you know h i s  i n i t i a l s ?  

A .  George. I th ink .  h i s  middle i n i t i a l  i s  an "En. 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. How about t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  a t  company? 

A .  Cap ta in  PETERS, P-E-T-E-R-S. H i s  f i r s t  name 
w a s  Kenneth. 

Q. Was it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o t h e r  company f u r n i s h e d  
t h e  l i f t  o r  gunships  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. Not on ly  do I t h i n k  it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  s h i p s  involved .  

Q. I f  I unders tood you c o r r e c t l y  t h e n ,  i t ' s  p o s s i -
b l e  t h a t  ano the r  company f u r n i s h e d  t h e  l i f t  and gunsh ips ,  
b u t  t h a t  you might have had one o r  two a i r c r a f t - -

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Three o r  f o u r .  

Three  o r  f o u r  a i r c r a f t  i n  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Our gunship team might have been 
involved  o r  cou ld  have been,  b u t  du r ing  t h i s  t ime ,  a s  I 
s t a t e d ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of o u r  a i r c r a f t  was such t h a t ,  i n  
t h e  mode of  o p e r a t i o n ,  Task Force Barker  had a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
a s s igned  t o  them. They p u l l e d  them i n  when t h e y  
wanted t o .  You never  r e a l l y  knew i f  t h e y  w e r e  going t o  o r  
n o t .  Any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  day they  might p u t  o u t  a c a l l  and 
move a u n i t  . 
Q - You made a s t a t e m e n t  - - cou ld  you g i v e  t h e  com-
p a n i e s  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. 176th  was a Huey company. The 1 7 1 s t  was a Huey 
company. Those were t h e  t w o  Huey a s s a u l t  companies. 

Q. Where were t hey  l o c a t e d ?  
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A. I n  Chu ~ a i .  

a Those two i n  Chu L a i ,  and your company i n  Duc Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  a r e p o r t  of a number of c i v i l -
i a n s  k i l l e d  by gunships a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir .  

a We have evidence t h a t  t h e  gunships t h a t  supported 
t h e  l i f t  made a gun run on about 50  c i v i l i a n s  on a road o r  
t r a i l  l ead ing  o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  This  occurred j u s t  before  
t h e  t roops  moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet,  and k i l l e d  an unknown num-
ber .  They were descr ibed  a s  Sharks.  

A. This  was never repor ted  t o  me. 

Q Get t ing  back t o  Colonel HENDERSON. The evidence 
shows t h a t  General YOUNG, t h e  ADC of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  d i r e c t e d  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a r e p o r t  of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoot ings of c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 16 
March 1968. We have had testimony from Colonel HENDERSON, 
i n  t h e  course of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  on t h e  evening of  
t h e  17 th  he  t a l k e d  t o  you a t  Duc Pho, and i n  answer t o  a 
ques t ion  he s a i d :  " I  r e tu rned  t o  Duc Pho and met wi th  Major 
GIBSON,  t h e  commander of t h e  174th Aviation B a t t a l i o n . "  
Ques t ion .  "174thN? Answer. "Yes, s i r .  This  
was t h e  o u t f i t  t h a t  provided t h e  gunships f o r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  
t h e  so-ca l led  Sharks.  They c a l l  t h e i r  gunships t h e  Sharks.  
I asked him t o  survey a l l  h i s  p i l o t s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  both t h e  Dolphins' s l i c k s  and Sharks '  gunships,  
and f i n d  out  i f  any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  p i l o t  observed any wi ld  
shoot ing o r  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants, and advise  me i f  t h e r e  
was any t r u t h  t o  t h i s .  I a l s o  informed him what t h e  a l l e -
ga t ions  were. " 

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion l i k e  t h a t .  

Q 
n i g h t  
a s ide  

Subsequently,  Colonel HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d :  "That 
, fol lowing my s t a f f  meeting, I c a l l e d  l la jor  GIBSON 
, who was t h e  commander of t h e  174 th ,  and asked him 

what he had found out  from h i s  p i l o t s .  He t o l d  me t h a t  he 
had t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  had been involved i n  t h a t  
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o p e r a t i o n ,  and n o t  a s i n g l e  one of  them observed any non- 
combatants be ing  k i l l e d ,  no r  were h i s  gunsh ips  o u t  of  con-
t r o l ,  no r  d i d  t h e y  observe any t r o o p s  on t h e  ground." 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  such a conve r sa t ion  as t h a t ,  e i t h e r .  

Q. You r e a l i z e  t h a t  he i s  q u o t i n g  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You can unders tand ou r  q u e s t i o n i n g  you on t h i s  
p o i n t ?  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  can. And i f  t h e  c o l o n e l  had 've  
p r e s e n t e d  it i n  such a  way as h e  has  p r e s e n t e d  i t  t h e r e ,  I 
would - - i f  h e  had - - I would have remembered i t ,  undoubt-
e d l y .  

Q- I ' m  s u r e  you a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  under o a t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I c e r t a i n l y  do. 

Q- Can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  else t h a t  would h e l p  
us i n  de te rmin ing  e x a c t l y  who provided  t h i s  l i f t  and gun- 
s h i p  suppor t  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  p robably  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
r eco rds  of  t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  would probably i n d i c a t e  - -
t h e r e  may s t i l l  be  remaining w i t h i n  t h e  174 th  a r eco rd  o r  
d a i l y  miss ion s h e e t  r eco rd  t h a t  we use .  They may go 
back t h a t  f a r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  have k e p t  them t h a t  
f a r  o r  n o t .  That  would i n d i c a t e  what each  p i l o t  d i d  and 
t h i s  t y p e  t h i n g .  

Q. Is t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s t i l l  committed i n  Vietnam? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e y  have been r e d e s i g n a t e d ,  b u t  
t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  i n  Chu L a i .  There h a s  been a r eo rgan i -
z a t i o n  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  i t  a l l  comes under t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  

a .  I t ' s  o rgan ic?  

A. Right .  Tha t  i s  my impress ion  i n  t a l k i n g  wi th  
pe r sons  t h a t  have r e c e n t l y  come back. 
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Q. H a s  t h e r e  been a change i n  t h e  u n i t  d e s i g n a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  i s  s t i l l  des igna t ed  t h e  1 4 t h ,  
o r  i f  i t ' s  s t i l l  under t h e  - - someone s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  formed 
an a v i a t i o n  group a t  Chu La i  w i t h  a l l  of t h e  Americal organ-
i c ,  p l u s  t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  You s e e ,  t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  two o r  t h r e e  a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  companies, 
had two Chinook h e l i c o p t e r  companies. So,  t h e r e  were f i v e  
companies t h e r e  i n  t h e  America1 b a t t a l i o n .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  
someone t h a t  r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  I d i d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  
t hey  combined t h e  whole t h i n g .  I t  may a l l  b e  o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  
b r igade  now, b u t  t h e  u n i t  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge, sir.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  r eco rds  might o r  shou ld  
r e f l e c t  something on t h i s .  Now, a l s o  Capta in  PETERS might 
be  a b l e  t o  r e f l e c t  something on t h i s .  H e  was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  

Q Could w e  ask you where h e  i s ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  h e  was a t  F o r t  Monmouth t h e  l a s t  
t h i n g  I hea rd .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

I0 : I f  I may r e f r e s h  you on your p rev ious  tes t imony 
which I do n o t  have w i t h  m e ,  b u t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  
q u i t e  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  you thought  he  was, when you t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel  WILSON, h e  was a t  F o r t  Meade. 

A. Maybe it i s  F o r t  Meade. 

Q What i s  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Kenneth. 

Q And h e  i s  a c a p t a i n  today? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: Can you t e l l  us what armament t h e  s l i c k s  and t h e  
Dolphins had? How many rounds when they  went on an a s s a u l t ?  

A.  The s l i c k s  were armed w i t h  two M-60 machineguns, 
door guns. The gunners u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  f o u r  ammo c a n i s t e r s  
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of  cha in - l i nk  ammunition. The e x a c t  number o f  rounds,  I 
don ' t know. 

Q =  Could you e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I would estimate approximately  2000 rounds,  o r  i n  
exces s  of t h a t  maybe, on each s i d e .  

Q T h i s  w a s  a normal l oad .  Any o t h e r  armament? 

A. Not on t h e  s l i c k s ,  s i r .  

Q How about t h e  Dolphins? 

A. The Sharks? 

Q *  The Sharks ,  r i g h t .  

A.  k There were two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s .  

10: Th i s  i s  p l a i n  d a t a  and I t h i n k  we can g e t  t h i s .  
I t h i n k  i f  w e  a r e  going t o  a s k ,  I t h i n k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  should  
be  what k i n d  of  armament t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  Sharks  had on them. 

COL MILLER: Right , ,  sir.  

A.  One more b i t  of  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  might a i d  you. 
Someone t h a t  might know, and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  has  been 
i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e  a s  you h a v e n ' t  asked ,  b u t  t h e  gun p la toon  
l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  a Capta in  NEUMANN. T h a t ' s  N-E-U-
M-A-N-N. I b e l i e v e  h i s  f i r s t  name w a s  A l f r e d .  

MR WEST: Have you thought  of  t h e  exec  o f f i c e r  y e t ?  

A. The l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  t h a t  was t h e r e  l e f t  s h o r t -
l y ,  and I am s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  

10: Do you have t h e  names of  your  normal f l i g h t  l ead-
e r s ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  KAUFMAN, K-A-U-F-M-A-N. 

Q. What was h i s  f i r s t  .name? 
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A. Leonard KAUFMAN, s i r .  H e  was a S i g n a l  
Corps t ype .  Wait.  I have t o  r e t r a c t  something h e r e .  I 
made a mis take  w i t h  t h e  changeover i n  pe r sonne l  t h e r e .  The 
t i m e  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h e  gun p l a toon  l e a d e r  w a s  a 
Capta in  MCCRARY. The L ieu tenan t  t h a t  I mentioned,  NEUIIANN, 
was a s l i c k  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So, it was NEUMANN, 
KAUFMAN, MCCRARY, and a L i e u t e n a n t  M I L L I K I N .  I b e l i e v e  h i s  
name i s  s p e l l e d  M-I-L-L-I-K-I-N. H i s  f i r s t  name complete ly  
s l i p s  m e .  

MR WEST: How about  MCCRARY? 

A. Lanny, L-A-N-N-Y. Those were t h e  t h r e e  f l i g h t  
l e a d e r s  t h a t  were d e s i g n a t e d ,  a c t u a l l y  fou r .  

10:  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. I ' d  l i k e  t o  
come back t o  t h e  l o g  f o r  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  
of March. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you e n t r y  number 9 4 ,  p a r t i c u -
l a r l y  s t a r t i n g  wi th  Opera t ion  Muscatine,  and s e e  i f  t h a t  
d o e s n ' t  h e l p  your  memory? 

(The I 0  hands E x h i b i t  M-6 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  miss ion.  
No, s i r .  W e  have miss ions  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  eve ry  day and 
sometimes t w i c e  a day.  

Q. W a i t  a minute now. You say  you have miss ions  
l i k e  t h a t .  When d i d  you have a body count  of 128? 

A. I was about  t o  make an excep t ion .  W e  never  had 
a  body count  as h igh  as t h a t  day,  128 o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I b e l i e v e  t h a t  gave 128 f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I g r a n t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  sir.  

Q. Shou ldn ' t  t h a t  have s tood  o u t  i n  o n e ' s  memory? 

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  would, sir. 
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Q- A r e  you s u r e  you were not  on l e a v e ,  R&R 
o r  something l i k e  t h i s  during t h e  per iod?  

A. No, sir.  I was not .  I f  I wasn ' t  a t  che 
b a t t a l i o n ,  I was a t  opera t ions  monitoring t h e  opera t ion  
on t h e  radio .  

Q. Did you hear  anything on t h i s  r a d i o  t ransmission? 

A. No, s ir .  I d id  no t .  

Q *  There was much going on. I ' d  l i k e  t o  give you 
t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  provide any a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony,  t o  
make a s t a t ement ,  o r  anything which, i n  your judgment, 
would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  purpose f o r  which t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  was i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. I have no such s ta tement ,  s i r .  Everything t h a t  
I have given here  today i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mission. 

Q. I f  you have any documents, n o t e s ,  memoranda, 
photos,  o r  any o t h e r  document o r  m a t e r i a l  which would 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we would 
l i k e  t o  have them? 

A. No, sir. I have no such documents. 

10: A r e  t h e r e  any a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions?  

(Negative response) 

The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed  u n t i l  1700 hours.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1615 hours ,  10 December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1831 h o u r s ,  10 February 

1970.) 


LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Major Glenn D. GIBSON. 

(MAJ GIBSON was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was reminded 
he  was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

LTC PATTERSON: Major GIBSON, t h e  reason w e  r e c a l l e d  you back 
h e r e  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  your  t es t imony on o r  about  1 0  December 1969 
be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  w e  have had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  w i t h  
w e l l  over  300 d i f f e r e n t  people  concerning t h e  Son My o r  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  of  on o r  about  1 6  t o  18 March 1968. Ta lk ing  t o  t h a t  
many people ,  we have a s c e r t a i n e d  a good many a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s  
and we've s e e n  some documents and s t u d i e d  them. I n  an a t t empt  
t o  c l a r i f y  a few p o i n t s  t o  which you t e s t i f i e d  on o r  about  10 
December, we've asked you t o  come back h e r e .  I ' m  going t o  ask  
you a few ve ry  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  t o  p rov ide  somewhat 
of a f e e l  f o r  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company which you commanded 
on 15 March, can you e x p l a i n  why you a s  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
d i d  no t  a p p a r e n t l y  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  conducted a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  
by Task Force Barker  on 1 5  March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  I don ' t - - I 'm n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  
o r  a s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  why I 
d i d n ' t  a t t e n d .  However, I w a s - - I  w i l l  s t a t e  t h a t  the--as  I 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  we run a l o t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  which w e r e  cons ide red  
minor a s  opposed t o  major o p e r a t i o n s  on a  day t o  day b a s i s .  
We run t h e s e  sometimas two o r  t h r e e  t imes  a day,  and i t  w a s  t h e  
accep ted  procedure  t o  have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  company, 
a des igna t ed  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a t t e n d  va r ious  b r i e f i n g s .  Q u i t e  
o f t e n  t h i s - - i f  a b r i e f i n g  was going t o  be  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  por-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  day o r  t h e  l a t e  evening i n  an a r e a  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
some k ind  of  l i f t  t h e  nex t  morning, t hen  a  p i l o t  t h a t  had been 
f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  day would a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and 
b r i n g  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  back.  Of  cou r se ,  w e  would g ive  him t h e  
i n fo rma t ion - - a l l  o f  o u r  miss ions  came down from t h e  1 4 t h  B a t -
t a l i o n .  W e  would g e t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and informa- 
t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  l i f t  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  Now t h e  com-
pany r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  cou ld  be anyone. It could  
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have been anyone wi th in  t h e  a rea  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  b u t  p re fe rab ly  
a person who i s  going t o  be i n  a l i f t  l a t e  t h e  next  day. Some-
times i f  t h e  oppor tuni ty  p resen t s  i t s e l f ,  we send s p e c i f i c  peo-
p l e  ou t  depending on t h e  mission and t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of i t ,  a n t i -
c ipa ted  d i f f i c u l t y  of  t h e  mission. This  was an accepted proce-
dure i n  t h e  way we opera ted ,  and t h i s  i s  probably what happened 
on--on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occasion.  Probably somebody t h a t  was 
working i n  t h e  a rea  t h a t  af ternoon took t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  next  
day ' s  ope ra t ion  and brought i t  back. O r  we could 've--I  could 
have d ispa tched t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  platoon l e a d e r ,  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  up t o  t ake  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I d i d  n o t  go t o  every 
b r i e f i n g  we had f o r  every l i f t  we had. I f  it was considered a 

/major l i f t ,  b a t t a l i o n  l i f t  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  I d i d  a t t end .  

Q Well, t h e  information t h a t  we now have, of course,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  was, i n  f a c t ,  a t r u e  company l i f t  of t h e  
t h r e e  companies of Task Force Barker t h a t  were be ing  combat 
a s sau l t ed .  The e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  Task Force Barker,  t h r e e  
companies, was, i n  f a c t ,  t o  be involved i n  t h e  opera t ion .  One 
was walking i n  p o s i t i o n  and two were be ing  l i f t e d  i n .  

A.  Right. 

Q Under t h e  assumption t h a t  no one was i n  t h e  a rea  on 
15 March i n  t h a t  t h e r e  were no combat a s s a u l t s  by Task Force 
Barker on 15 March, a s  I have understood what you j u s t  s a i d  i n  
testimony, you i n d i c a t e d  you would' ve s e n t  an opera t ions  of f i -
c e r  and perhaps whoever was going t o  l i f t  o r  t o  be t h e  l ead  o f  
t h e  l i f t .  

A. Yes, sir.  Providing t h a t  we were n o t i f i e d  and re-
quested t o  do t h i s .  Now, b a t t a l i o n ,  14th  B a t t a l i o n ,  was s e n t  
down t h e  mission and t o l d  us t h a t  we were going t o  be lead  l i f t  
f o r  t h e  mission tomorrow i n  t h i s  case.  There were o the r  cases  
l i k e  t h i s .  Again, n o t  remembering t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  we 
a r e  t a l k i n g  about he re ,  I d o n ' t  know, maybe--maybe you have 
evidence t h a t  shows t h a t  we were des ignated  as  t h e  l ead  l i f t  
o r  t o  run t h i s  opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  know; I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Okay. The 15th  of March. On t h e  15 th  of March a t  
0930 hours i n  t h e  morning, General LIPSCOMB had a change of 
command ceremony a t  Duc Pho and departed.  

A. I remember such a ceremony, yes ,  sir.  
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Q And it was l a te r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  t h a t  t h i s  b r i e f -
i n g  was b e i n g  conducted a t  LZ D o t t i e .  The 1 7 4 t h ,  we b e l i e v e ,  
was des igna t ed  by 14 th  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  a s  t h e  l i f t  company. 
Can you v e n t u r e  a guess  o r  can you r e c a l l  as t o  who on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day,  change of command and new b r i g a d e  commander, 
might have gone t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  Can you s e e  t h a t  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember t h e  1 5 t h .  This  was t h e  
day t h a t  General  LIPSCOMB l e f t ,  because I remember t h e  change 
of  command ceremony t h a t  morning. He was on t h e  o t h e r  ramp 
on t h e  h e l i p a d .  I d o n ' t  remember, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any a s s o c i -
a t i o n  t h a t  day o f  sending  anybody o r  d i r e c t i n g  anybody t o  go 
t o  a b r i e f i n g  o r  r e c e i v i n g  a r e q u e s t  t o  a t t e n d  a b r i e f i n g .  
But t h i s  i s  n o t  unusua l ,  because we had them--I mean t h e y ' r e  
very f r e q u e n t ,  a n d . i t  wou ldn ' t  be  something t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  
i n  your mind. 

Q who would have gone then?  

A. W e l l ,  a - - l i ke  I s a i d ,  i f  it was a l a r g e  l i f t ,  and 
depending on what was going on t h e  n e x t  day,  I would have 
gone. I f  it was cons ide red  a r o u t i n e  l i f t ,  and t h e s e  happen 
cont inuous ly  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  up t h e r e ,  I would have 
e i t h e r  s e n t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  o r  whoever e l s e  we would 
d e s i g n a t e  a s  l i f t  l e a d  t h e  n e x t  day t o  l e a d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
Those would be  t h e  p r e f e r a b l e  people .  

Q. OX? 

A. W e l l ,  whoever--again, a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  t h e  i n d i v i -
dua l .  Maybe t h e  person  t h a t ' s  going t o  be  t h e  l i f t  l e a d  i s  
o u t  on ano the r  miss ion .  "Cha r l i e "  i s  doing something t h a t  
day and i s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t i m e .  

Q Would it be  unusual  f o r  you t o  have s e n t  your
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  and t h e  l i f t  l e a d  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. No. That  would have been d e s i r a b l e .  

Q Who was your o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  PETERS was. 
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Q . And what p o s i t i o n  d i d  MAGNO ho ld?  

A. M r .  MAGNO i n  March was i n  t h e  gun p l a toon .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  b e s t  I can r e c o l l e c t .  

Q. Was he  brought  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s  a t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  l e t ts s e e .  
Okay, t h e  reason  I b e l i e v e  h e  was i n  a gun p l a toon  o r  I thought  
h e  was, i s  because du r ing  T e t  he  was involved  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  
a t  Quang Ngai. I very s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember him be ing  invo lved ,  
f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  gun p l a toon  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  MAGNO was a s -
s igned  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  Now, i t  was a long  
about t h i s  t ime  t h a t  t h i s  happened. 

Q W e l l ,  before--

A .  (interposing) I don t know, b u t  he--you1 re r i g h t ,  
h e  was d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  f o r  some 
t ime.  No, I--at t h e  same t ime ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  He 
was e i t h e r  i n  a gun p l a toon  o r  he  had been i n  a gun p la toon . .  
I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  how it  was. H e  had been i n  a gun p l a t o o n ,  
and w e  made him a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  and h e  cont inued  
t o  suppor t  t h e  gun p l a toon .  That  w a s  h i s  f ly ing- - the  m a j o r i t y  
of h i s  f l y i n g  was done wi th  t h e  gun p l a toon .  

Q. W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  M I L L I K I N  
was t h e  l i f t  l e a d  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March. Would it have been 
unusual ,  t h e n ,  f o r  M r .  MAGNO and L i e u t e n a n t  M I L L I K I N  t o  have 
gone t o  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No--No, s i r ,  t h a t  would have been s t a n d a r d  procedure .  

Q And you have no reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  your  absence 
o r  n o t  going t o  t h a t  meeting was f o r  any o t h e r  reason  than a 
p r i o r  commitment of some s o r t  on your  p a r t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. N o n a v a i l a b i l i t y  on your p a r t ?  
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A. It depended on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and what was going 
on,  and a g a i n  t h e  r o u t i n e n e s s  o r  t h e  complicated--if  complica-
t i o n s  a r e  expec t ed  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l i f t .  S ince  I d o n ' t  
remember, and I remember most l i f t s  t h a t  a n t i c i p a t e d  complica-
t i o n s  of t h i s  t y p e ,  I would c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  must have been 
a r o u t i n e  l i f t .  I t  w a s  o u r  s t a n d i n g  procedure  t h a t  e i t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  l i f t  l e a d  o r  bo th  were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  
t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s .  

Q Was M r .  DOERSAM a member o f  t h e  gun p l a toon ,  Sharks?  

A. DOERSAM, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q H e  f lew on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  Task 
Force Barker o p e r a t i o n ,  and Captain  MCCRARY f lew t h e  o t h e r  
Shark gunship.  Those two i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  com-
manders. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q M r .  DOERSAM has  t e s t i f i e d - -

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  DOERSAM o r  DORSMONE? 

Q DOERSAM has  t e s t i f i e d  t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  fo l lowing ,
and I quote :  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  making any r e p o r t  t o  anyone 
about  what you had seen?"  

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  he was d i s c u s s i n g  having seen  some t h i n g s  on t h e  
ground and r e f e r r i n g  t o  l a r g e  numbers o f  k i l l e d .  H e  answered 
t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  and I quote :  

"A. W e l l ,  I t o l d  Capta in  MCCRARY about  it. H e  
t a l k e d  t o  o u r  CO, Major GIBSON, I t h i n k .  I know 
t h e r e  was t a l k  about  i t  back a t  t h e  company. I 
know 1 t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MCCRARY about  it. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went any f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  " 

A .  My comment on h i s  s t a t emen t  i s  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  
DOERSAM o r  Capta in  MCCRARY and,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  anybody e l s e  
i n  t h e  company b r i n g i n g  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  any i n c i d e n t  comparable 
t o  t h e  one w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  The f a c t  i s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
anybody o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  DOERSAM s e e i n g  a l o t  o f  cas-
u a l t i e s  up t h e r e  today  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  No one brought  

.t 
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anyth ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  o r  
du r ing  any o t h e r  t i m e .  

Q. Capta in  MCCRARY d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  what h e  had seen  
w i t h  you? 

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I f  he  d i d ,  it was on such 
a minor-- i t  w a s  i n  such a way $ha t  I d i d n ' t  unders tand  what he  
was say ing  t o  m e .  I d o n ' t  remember him d i s c u s s i n g  anyth ing .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  du r ing  t h i s  t ime frame 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  h e r e ,  o r  any o t h e r  t ime ove r  t h e r e ,  where 
anybody, Capta in  MCCRARY o r  anybody e l se ,  d i s c u s s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
on t h e  ground t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t h e  t h i n g  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
h e r e ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  M r .  DOERSAM neve r  t a l k e d  t o  
you 'about i t ?  

No,, s ir .  

Q Capta in  MCCRARY never  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  M r .  
DOERSAM had r e p o r t e d  something t o  him, Cap ta in  MCCRARY, and 
he  w a s  r e p o r t i n g  on up t h e  cha in  o f  command? 

A .  Not a--not i n  a way t h a t  I unders tood t h a t  t h i s  i s  
what h e  w a s  doing.  

Q I unders tand  t h e r e  w e r e  some c a r d  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  
174th .  

A. Sure .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  ove r  t h e  ca rd  t a b l e  
w i t h  re fe rence- -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was a l l  k i n d s  o f  conve r sa t ions .  
If he  hea rd  any th ing  such as s c u t t l e b u t t  o r  rumors i n  t h e  com-
pany, t h a t ' s  probably where h e  h e a r d  them. 

Q a Did you h e a r  any such--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any such conve r sa t ion  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a t  l e a s t  none t h a t  would b r i n g  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
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anyth ing  unusual  had happened. Now, you hear--you know, t hey  
go t  i n t o  some deep s t u f f  up t h e r e  on t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  which I probably had a l r e a d y  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
l i f t  l e a d e r  o r  somebody abou t ,  and probably a l r e a d y  knew what 
had happened o r  a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  b r i g a d e .  I had it 
n e a r l y  eve ry  day,  t h e  b r i g a d e  b r i e f i n g ,  and had a g e n e r a l  i d e a  
of what had happened du r ing  t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  By a t t e n d i n g  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  and p u t t i n g  i n  d e t a i l s - - a t  no t i m e  d i d  I e v e r  g e t  
from a b r i e f i n g  o r  from any i n d i v i d u a l  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  any-
t h i n g  unusual  o r  wrong had occur red .  The f a c t  i s ,  I t e s t i f i e d  
b e f o r e ,  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  a t e n t a t i v e  b r i g a d e  b r i e f i n g  where 
a  c a s u a l t y  number as h igh  a s  has  been i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
was e v e r  p u t  o u t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. The i n d i c a t i o n s  we have are t h a t  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  
March, L ieu t enan t  MILLIKIN f lew Dolphin l e a d ,  and t h a t  i n  t h a t  
f l i g h t  o f  n i n e  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  w e r e  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  R a t t l e r s  
augmenting t h e  174 th ,  perhaps  even a Primo. The ev idence  t h a t  
w e  have i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  l i f t ,  which was, i n  f a c t ,  as 
you i n d i c a t e d ,  q u i t e  r o u t i n e ,  bo th  L Z ' s  w e r e  c o l d .  Two l i f t s  
went i n t o  each  LZ.  Near t h e  f i r s t  LZ on t h e  second l i f t ,  t h e r e  
was some d i s c u s s i o n  about  p o s s i b l y  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from one o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e s .  I t  was t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  L Z ,  and 
t h e  second LZ went c o l d ,  bo th  l i f t s .  The on ly  o p e r a t i o n a l  prob-
lem a s  f a r  as t h e  l i f t  e lements  of  t h e  174th  was concerned,  o r  
h i t c h  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  could p o s s i b l y  have been i f  t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  d i d  n o t  g e t  s h u t  o f f  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  f o r  t h e  second 
LZ and t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  make a go-around. The a r e a  i n  which 
they  were working was, of c o u r s e ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  a h o s t i l e  
a r e a  and w a s  n o t  one t h a t  you would c a l l  s e c u r e .  

A .  That  ' s r i g h t .  

Q I t  was expec ted  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y , f o r c e s  on t h e  
ground were running i n t o  a formidable  VC f o r c e .  The f a c t  t h a t  
n i n e  s h i p s  were i nvo lved  augmented by t h e  R a t t l e r s  i n  a h o s t i l e  
a r e a  w i t h  a go-around, a l l  of t h e s e  f a c t s  deny t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
was a normal,  r o u t i n e  o p e r a t i o n .  Indeed,  some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
could ,  i n  f a c t ,  be  c a l l e d  common by themse lves ,  b u t  when t a k e n  
t o g e t h e r  perhaps  it was n o t  common. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
L ieu tenan t  M I L L I K I N  o r  any of  t h e  l i f t  p i l o t s  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s  of  16 March? 

A. Well ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  procedures  o r  t h e  shor tcomings on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  you have i n d i c a t e d ,  a r e  n o t  what you c a l l  an 
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i d e a l  l i f t ,  b u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o f t e n  happened on l i f t s ,  and I 
have--I do r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  M I L L I K I N  and t o  t h e  o t h e r  l i f t  
l e a d ,  t h e  o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t ,  about such o p e r a t i o n s .  They came 
back and b r i e f e d  me on what had happened. T h e i r  comments were 
g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  went q u i t e  w e l l ,  and maybe they  had 
t o  make a go-around o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  which i s  a l i t t l e  
unusual .  But w e  s u r e  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  make go-arounds and come 
back and l a n d  i n  t h e  same a r e a .  There was complaining t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  g e t  s h u t  o f f ,  and w e  had t o  make a "360" 
o r  something l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e  l and ing .  But a g a i n ,  t h i s  w a s n ' t  
one i s o l a t e d  case. Th i s  happened q u i t e  o f t e n  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Usually I took it up, w e  d i s c u s s e d  it, and i f  
no s e r i o u s  compl ica t ions  a r o s e  from t h i s ,  t h e  l i f t  went on and 
was s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  I would u s u a l l y  b r i n g  it up w i t h  the- - i f  it 
involved  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade peop le ,  I would b r i n g  it up wi th  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  b r i g a d e ,  Major SMITH, and d i s c u s s  it w i t h  
him i n f o r m a l l y ,  n o t  complaining.  I n  t h e  Task Force  Barker 
area I have made comments t o  my b a t t a l i o n ,  t o  t h e  S3, about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  be ing  somewhat l e s s  o rgan ized  than  w e  d e s i r e d  it t o  
b e ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  about any one i n c i d e n t .  I t  seemed t h a t  
what you d e s c r i b e d  happened more o f t e n  t h e r e  t h a n  w i t h  o t h e r  
u n i t s  w e  suppor t ed ,  f o r  some reason .  But a g a i n ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i -  
f i c a l l y  remember M I L L I K I N  coming back on t h i s  one o p e r a t i o n  and 
say ing  t h a t .  H e  probably d i d  i n  h i s  d e b r i e f i n g .  I f  he  went 
around,  I ' m  s u r e  h e  d i d  b r i n g  it t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  and I though t  perhaps  you might 
r e c a l l  because you had a i r c r a f t  from o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  forma- 
t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on a go-around and n o t  be ing  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
t i g h t  t u r n s ,  s l e e k n e s s  of t h e  t u r n s ,  a i r - speed  on c l imbouts ,  
and a  h o s t  of o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  was 
some a d d i t i o n a l  concern? I am of  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e s e  o t h e r  
a 2 r c r a f t  augmenting t h e  Dolphins were probably sandwiched i n  
t h e  middle of  t h e  format ion ,  o r  perhaps  even i n  t h e  r e a r .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  usually--when t h e r e  were augmenting f o r c e s  
w e  used t o  p u t  them i n  t h e  r e a r .  But du r ing  t h i s  t ime ,  a s  I 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  l i f t s  u s ing  combined s h i p s  from two o r  t h r e e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  companies o r  one o r  two companies were n o t  unusua l ,  and 
t h e  b a s i c  fo rmat ion  t h a t  we used and t h e  procedure  we used was 
s t a n d a r d  th roughout  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  
would cover  t h e  go-around. Now, of  c o u r s e ,  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  two o r  t h r e e  s h i p s  from t h e  7 1 s t ,  t h e s e  a r e  
t h e  R a t t l e r s ,  t hey  would h a r a s s  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  about making 
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go-arounds on C A ' s  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  s t r i c t l y  a  jok ing  
type  t h i n g  r a t h e r  t han  a procedure .  They unders tood t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  and they  f lew q u i t e  o f t e n  wi th  u s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  would have made any b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q Who would have made t h e  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  how many
gunships were r e q u i r e d  t o  suppor t  t h i s  l i f t ?  

A .  This  comes down on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from b a t t a l i o n .  
They reques t - -wel l ,  t h e  t o t a l  amount u s u a l l y ,  1.guess ,  i s  re-
ques ted  by t h e  i n f a n t r y .  I t  goes through t h e  d i v i s i o n  and 
comes down through t h e  b a t t a l i o n ;  two teams,  s i x  teams,  how-
e v e r  many t h e y  d e s i r e .  I t  comes t o  u s ,  t o  t h e  company, t o  
suppor t  it f o r  one team. The l e a d  would f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  
was going t o  be  ano the r  team from R a t t l e r  o r  from wherever 
e l s e ,  who was going t o  suppor t  it. Then t h e  two gun leaders - -
t h e  two t e a m  l e a d e r s  would g e t  t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e  t h e  l i f t .  

Q A s  I unders tand  i t ,  you go up and g e t  a b r i e f i n g .  

A .  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  it. 

Q. You a r e  ass igned  a  miss ion f i r s t  from b a t t a l i o n .  
You go up and g e t  a b r i e f i n g  and you g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h e  de t e rmina t ion  i s  made a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  t o  
which a r e a  you a r e  going i n t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  how you a r e  going 
t o  l a n d ,  and an  e v a l u a t i o n  o r  an assessment  i s  made of  t h e  
t ype  of s i t u a t i o n  t h a t ' s  going t o  con f ron t  you on your miss ion .  
This  in format ion  i s  brought  back i n .  I don ' t  want t o  assume 
anyth ing  h e r e ,  b u t  d i d  I g a t h e r  from your tes t imony c o r r e c t l y  
t h a t  any d e c i s i o n s  about  whether you need a d d i t i o n a l  gun sup-
p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and t h i s  s p e c i f i c  miss ion i s  
made by b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Well ,  b a t t a l i o n  c c n s o l i d a t e s  t h e  mi s s ion ,  and they--
b a t t a l i o n  looks  t h e  miss ion o v e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  I do,  and t e l l s  
you how many guns a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  it. Now, i f  I - - i f  t hey  
came down wi th  a number t h a t  was l e s s  t han  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  me  
f o r  t h a t  miss ion ,  I would d e f i n i t e l y  b r i n g  o u t  my p o i n t  o f  it. 

Q This  i s  a l o t  of  a r e a ,  supposedly.  T h i s  w a s  an 
a r e a  t h a t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be  h o t .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  February,  when 
they  went i n ,  t h e  Task Force Barker  pe r sonne l  g o t  i n t o  a very 
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s e r i o u s  engagement, and t h e y  r a t h e r  expec ted  t o  g e t  i n t o  one 
on t h e  1 6 t h .  Th i s  f a c t  was p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

A. Right .  

Q- T h i s  f a c t  was, of  cou r se ,  known by t h e  174th  peop le ,
and t h e y  knew what t o  expec t  i n  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

A. L e t  me say  t h i s .  I don 't know how many gun teams 
t h a t  were on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  from t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you have p r e s e n t e d ,  I would s a y  t h e  
minimum was two teams t o  o p e r a t e  w i th  t h i s .  I f  t h e r e  was 
any less than  t h a t ,  I would have d e f i n i t e l y  o b j e c t e d  t o  it. 
P r e f e r a b l y ,  t h e r e  should  have been p o s s i b l y  t h r e e  teams,  b u t  
t h e  gun s i t u a t i o n  throughout  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  
w a s n ' t  real  good a t  t h a t  t ime .  I would e s t i m a t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  174th  was p u t t i n g  up t h r e e  guns a day a t  t h e  most. We 
had l o s t  s e v e r a l  i n  ground a t t a c k s  on t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t h e r e  
du r ing  T e t ,  a1.d l a t e r  on we were mortared.  

Q. Your o p e r a t i o n s  r e p o r t  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March i n d i -
c a t e s  t h a t  you d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  have on ly  t h r e e  guns o p e r a t i o n a l .  

A. T h a t ' s  about r i g h t .  

Q A l l  a v a i l a b l e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  was on ly  one 
gun team s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and we have no ev idence  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  any a d d i t i o n a l  gunship s u p p o r t  was r eques t ed .  

A. I have no answer f o r  t h a t  e x c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  must have been some o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
more guns. I a lmost  remember a s  we t a l k  h e r e  something 
about--I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  
had happened on o p e r a t i o n s  up t h e r e ,  n o t  f r e q u e n t l y  b u t  oc-
c a s i o n a l l y ,  where t h e  augmenting gun t e a m  o r  t h e  o t h e r  gun 
team, i f  we were going t o  have two, d i d n ' t  show up f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  But g e n e r a l l y ,  i f  t h i s  happened, when they  t o l d  
me  about  it o r  I knew about  i t ,  w e  made i n q u i r i e s  and wanted 
t o  know why t h e y  d i d n ' t  show up. P o s s i b l y  t h i s  happened h e r e ,  
I d o n ' t  know. I t  seems s t r a n g e  t o  m e  t h a t  w e  f l ew an opera-
t i o n  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  he re  w i t h  on ly  one team. I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you why t h e r e  was on ly  one team. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  informa-
t i o n  concerning t h e  t ype  of  miss ion I d e s c r i b e d  and,  recogniz -
i n g  t h a t  you o n l y  had t h r e e  guns a v a i l a b l e ,  making any r e q u e s t s  
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o r  going t o  b a t t a l i o n  t o  g e t  ano the r  gun team and be ing  
t u r n e d  down--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. hat's t h e  reason I - - i f  I - - in  
looking  a t  t h i s  miss ion  and b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  mi s s ion ,  i f  t h e r e  
had been on ly  one gun team a v a i l a b l e ,  I b e l i e v e  I would've 
remembered i t ,  because I would have done something about it. 
So it i s  n o t  imposs ib l e  t h a t  I was under t h e  impress ion ,  o r  
we were under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e r e  would be two teams. 
Obviously w e  c o u l d n ' t  suppor t  two teams. There would be  a 
team from somebody e l s e ,  from some o t h e r  u n i t  t h e r e .  

Q- But you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  s p e c i f i c ?  

A .  No, no s p e c i f i c s  on it. I do,  l i k e  you s a y ,  r e c a l l  
a couple  of i s o l a t e d  c a s e s ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  I d o n ' t  know when t h e y  
happened. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you when t h e y  happened, where ano the r  
gun team w a s  supposed t o  show up, and when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
ready t o  go t h e r e  was no o t h e r  gun team t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  re-
p o r t i n g  back through b a t t a l i o n  and a sk ing  why i n  t h e  heck w e  
d i d n ' t  have t h e  suppor t  we were running w i t h  o r  planned on. 

Q. The l i f t  i n  bo th  L Z ' s  w a s  completed a t  0827 hour s .  
The f i r s t  touch-down i n  t h e  f i r s t  LZ w a s  a t  0730  hour s .  The 
e n t i r e  l i f t ,  t h e n ,  took i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  1 hour ,  approxi-
mately 1 hour .  But t h e  Sharks ,  a two-gun team s t a y e d  on s t a -
t i o n  an a d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  They went somewhere t o  
r e f u e l ,  and they  came back.  They were on s t a t i o n  and i n  t h e  
immediate a r e a  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  about ano the r  hour ,  maybe 1 hour  and 20 minutes  o r  s o .  
You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r ece ived  no r e p o r t s  of any s o r t  
from t h e  l i f t  people .  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  M r .  DOERSAM and 

, Captain  MCCRARY and t h e i r  crew i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  . 
s e e  something t h a t  was unusual  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
on s t a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  depa r t ed .  You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you knew no th ing  of  t h e  r e p o r t s  from t h e  s l i c k s .  Did you 
know of any type  o f  r e p o r t s  from any member o f  t h e  guns? 

A. I r e c a l l  no such r e p o r t ,  nobody coming and b r i n g i n g  
anyth ing  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  would cause  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
any th ing  unusual  happened. 

Q Now, w e ' r e  going t o  cover  ano the r  s u b j e c t  h e r e  t h a t  
I b e l i e v e  h a s  been covered b e f o r e .  The 1 6 t h  o f  March 1968 was 
a Saturday.  The 1 7 t h  of  March was a Sunday. Before  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  of  18 March, Monday, Colonel  HENDERSON had 
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received some r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  something had occurred 
on 16 March t h a t  r equ i red  some i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Colonel HENDERSON 
has s t a t e d  i n  testimony t h a t  he contac ted  you a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  n i g h t  of 18 March and ordered you t o  survey your p i l o t s  
with r e fe rence  t o  "wild shoot ing" a t  My L a i ,  Son My, and t h e  
p i n k v i l l e  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  opera t ions  of 16 March. Do you r e c a l l  
h im asking you t h i s ?  

A. I do no t .  A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  a  con- 
ve r sa t ion  t h a t  involved what you say t h e  colonel  has t e s t i f i e d  
t o .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  him a t  any t i m e  ask ing  you on any 
occasion t o  check wi th  your p i l o t s  a s  t o  any w i l d  shoot ing? 

A .  No, I do n o t .  Pe r sona l ly ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  he and I 
t a l k i n g  about anything l i k e  t h i s  on any occasion during t h e  
whole pe r iod  of t i m e  I was t h e r e .  

Q =  Did he  eve r  ask you on any occasion t o  survey your 
a v i a t o r s ,  your p i l o t s ,  with r e fe rence  t o  any i n c i d e n t s  i n  which 
they might have been involved? 

A .  No. He never a t  any time presented  m e  with a  ques t ion  
of surveying my p i l o t s  with t h i s  i n t e n t .  

Q* You h e s i t a t e d ,  Major GIBSON. Is t h e r e  something t h a t  
you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  no. There was an i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  
only i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I remember i n  t h e  whole year  I was i n  Vietnam 
involving people from t h e  174th.  There was a l a t e r  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  
was i n  J u l y  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  You s a i d  d i d  I a t  anytime 
have a d i scuss ion  with Colonel HENDERSON over  a l l e g e d  opera t ions .  
This has  no bea r ing  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we 're  t a l k -  
i n g  about now. It was 4 o r  5 months l a t e r  and a t  t h a t  t ime, I 
b e l i e v e ,  I do r e c a l l  a  conversa t ion  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. In  
f a c t ,  he  ended up making a--I was reques t ing  t h a t  he contac t  h i s  
people and f i n d  out  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was, and he d i d  end up 
making a  w r i t t e n  s ta tement  f o r  the-  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  occurred.  
This  inc ident - -  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Who made t h e  w r i t t e n  s tatement? 
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A .  Colone l  HENDERSON. T h i s  i s  much l a t e r  and h a s  no 
b e a r i n g  o r  n o t h i n g  on t h i s ,  what w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  here to-
day. 

Q. Was t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you had w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w a s  t h i s  a f t e r  a b r i e f i n g ?  

A. More t h a n  l i k e l y  it w a s ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q I guess  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  i s  cou ld  
Colonel  HENDERSON have confused t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  h e  had 
w i t h  you w i t h  t h e  one t h a t  h e  seems t o  r e l a t e  back t o  1 8  March? 

A.  I wou ldn ' t  a--I d o n ' t  know what he cou ld  do. 

Q - The roughness of t h e  conve r sa t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  t a b l e s  were t u r n e d  s o  t o  speak.  I w a s  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  he--I had a r e p o r t - - I  had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  of 
an i n c i d e n t  of much less magnitude t h e n  t h e  one we're t a l k i n g  
about  h,ere. I r e q u e s t e d  from him t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t h a t  
went i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  and s e e  what t h e y  could  come up w i t h .  
I r eques t ed  our  b a t t a l i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
on t h i s  and took  s t a t e m e n t s  from t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and a l s o  Colonel  
HENDERSON provided  a  s t a t e m e n t .  

Q Weren' t  t h e  Sharks  i nvo lved  i n  some shoo t ing?  

A .  Yes, it w a s ,  y e s .  I f  h e ' s  t h i n k i n g  of t h i s  conver-
s a t i o n ,  it wou ldn ' t  seem l i k e l y .  Because it was i n  J u l y ,  I ' m  
s u r e ,  it w a s  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  summer. I t  w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a t  
a l l .  I ' m  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Colonel  HENDERSON a l s c  i n d i c a t e d  f.n t es t imony t h a t  it 
was t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  1 8 t h  o r  maybe even t h e  20 th  t h a t  you 
r e p o r t e d  t o  him and gave him an o r a l  r e p l y  t h a t  you had t a l k e d  
w i t h  a l l  your  p i l o t s .  None of them had s e e n ,  h e a r d ,  o r  p a r t i c i -
p a t e d  i n  any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing .  Do you r e c a l l  making any 

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I do n o t  r e c a l l  making such s t a t e m e n t .  

Q I t ' s  a q u e s t i o n  of t i m e .  
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I 

A. The p o i n t  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  make i n  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  conversa t ion  between Colonel HENDERSON and me--the 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such conversa t ion  i s  t h a t  i f  he would havk 
come t o  me and expla ined  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a l l e g e d  wild shoot-
i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h i s  dur ing  an opera t ion ,  and how about 
checking each and every one of  your p i l o t s  and l e t  me know if 
they  know anything about it, he wouldn ' t  have had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  some b r i e f i n g  f o r  m e  t o  r ep ly  t o  him. I guarantee you 
t h a t ,  and t h i s  i s  what makes it even more confusing i n  my mind. 
He wouldn ' t  have had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  some b r i e f i n g  and say ,  
"Hey, what ' d  you f i n d  ou t?"  because I would have found ou t  t h a t  
day and given him my rep ly .  

Q I want t o  be very s u r e  now. I made it sound l i k e  
it was a  very formal d i r e c t  type  conf ron ta t ion .  I t  might n o t  
have been q u i t e  as formal a s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d .  I t  might have 
been an offhand o r  a casua l  r e fe rence  t o  a formal r eques t .  DO 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I n  f a c t  I don1t know--I I r n  

s u r e  t h e  t h e  colonel  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  he  made such a s ta tement  o r  
made some kind  of r eques t  l i k e  t h i s  t o  m e .  I f  it was made t o  me, 
it was i n  such a casua l  and informal  b a s i s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  under-
s t a n d  what he was t a l k i n g  about.  The r e p l y  por t ion  of it, I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  eve r  r e c a l l  making a r ep ly  l i k e  t h a t  because I d o n ' t  
eve r  r e c a l l  surveying each and every a v i a t o r  i n  my company f o r  
such information.  I know I d i d n ' t  do t h i s .  

Q Even t h e  Sharks? 

Even t h e  Sharks.  

Not every a v i a t o r ,  b u t  perhaps t h e  gunships? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  Now, t h e  only o t h e r  t h i n g  I can add 
t o  it, which adds t o  t h e  confusion of t h e  darn t h i n g ,  i s  i t  
possibly--now Colonel HENDERSON had j u s t  taken  over .  Of course ,  
he had been t h e  XO of t h e  br igade  and I knew him. I mean, w e  
were recognizable  acquaintances a t  t h i s  t ime.  I f  I d i d n ' t  
a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I had a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I had an i n t e l l i -
gence o f f i c e r  and I d o n t ' t  r e c a l l  who it was now. I t  was an 
e x t r a  duty.  The XO,  Captain BOSWELL, would go t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  
Very seldom was t h e r e  no t  an a v i a t i o n  company r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

BANEK was your i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  M r .  BANEK, warrant  o f f i c e r .  He was--I assume 
h e  was a t  t h a t  t ime.  He was f o r  a t ime. The only  t h i n g  I can 
t h i n k  of i s  t h e  co lone l  asked t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  maybe he was 
t h e  one a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and he asked him. This  i n d i v i d u a l  a l -
ways came back and b r i e f e d  me, and a t  no t ime was it made known 
t o  me t h a t . they wanted a survey. I don' t r e c a l l .  Well, I 
never - - l e t ' s  put  it t h i s  way. I never surveyed t h e  company 
under t h e  cond i t ions  t h a t  we 're  d i scuss ing  he re ,  and I never  
made a r e p l y  say ing  I d id .  

Q Could you give me a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  r u l e s  
of engagement a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Sharks a r e  concerned? 

A.  We covered t h i s  cons tan t ly  i n  b r i e f i n g s  and wi th  
people going i n t o  t h e  Sharks and i n t o  t h e  gun p la toon.  Number 
1 i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a team l e a d e r  always appointed.  He was t h e  
coord ina to r  of t h e  gun team and t h e  ground fo rce  commander, 
e i t h e r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander f l y i n g  a Charl ie-Charl ie  s h i p  
o r  our  company commander o r  our  p la toon l e a d e r  o r  what on t h e  
ground. He 's  t h e  coord ina to r  and l eads  t h e  team, and both  
s h i p s  d id  what he  des i red .  Always, with minor except ions ,  
o b t a i n  permission from t h e  ground fo rce  commander whose a r e a  
you a r e  i n  be fo re  engaging anything on t h e  ground. I f  t h e r e  
a r e  f r i e n d l y  elements i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  f r i e n d l y  personnel ,  non-
m i l i t a r y  personnel  i n  an a r e a ,  you a s c e r t a i n  from t h i s  commander 
where t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  is .  And i f  t h e r e ' s  any doubt--in o t h e r  
words, when your working with an i n f a n t r y  o u t f i t  t h a t  ' s  i n  54 
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  you have a s i g n a l ,  a v i s u a l  marking o r  4 
something, where t h e  boundaries a r e  of t h i s .  And I a s c e r t a i n  d 
what i s  o f f - l i m i t s  o r  where you c a n ' t  f i r e .  The only o t h e r  
t ime you engage a t a r g e t  i s  i f  you a r e  i n  an a r e a  where you 
a r e  n o t  i n  immediate con tac t  with t h e  ground f o r c e  commander 

.a: 
and you a r e  engaged from t h e  ground o r  somebody f i r e s  upon 
you, and you can s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d e n t i f y  t h e  s ~ u r c eof t h i s  
f i r e .  You a r e  author ized  t o  engage it i n  o r d e r  t o  suppress  it 
and move on o u t ,  n o t  prolong engagement on it. These a r e  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement t h a t  we worked under and w e  
s t r e s s e d  those  a11 t h e  time t o  a l l  t h e  people t h a t  worked wi th  
t h e  gun p la toon.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  say t h e r e  was one i n c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  whole t ime I was t h e r e  t h a t  might have been a v i o l a t i o n ,  
l a t e r  on l i k e  I had i n d i c a t e d  before  i n  J u l y .  I t  was n o t  too 
s e r i o u s  a v i o l a t i o n ,  b u t  it was i n  my opinion a v i o l a t i o n .  

Q Did you have confidence i n  Captain MCCRARY? 

A.  I had. 
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Q- Did he  and DOERSAM adhere t o  t h e  r u l e s  of engage-
ment. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they d i d ,  two very dependable people.  

Q Did you have a company SOP i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did it cover r u l e s  of engagement? 

A .  Yes, sir.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  documents covered 
r u l e s  f o r  engagement s t a r t i n g  w i t h  USARV o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  br igade 
a v i a t i o n  SOP, 1st Aviation Brigade SOP. I know t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
SOP contained it and I know our company SOP d i d .  

9- Why do you suppose o r  how can you suppor t  o r  j u s t i f y  
M r .  DOERSAM's testimony t h a t  he be l i eved  you t o  have been in-
formed of something unusual i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on o r  
about 1 6  March? 

A. I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know why he be l i eved  t h a t  un less  
he had t a l k e d  about it and he had assumed t h a t  I had heard about 
it o r  somebody had t o l d  me. But they--they d i d  no t .  T h a t ' s  a 
f a c t .  

' Q. Well, a s  I understand it, t h e s e  c a r d  games took p l a c e  
i n  t h e  u n i t  a t  n igh t?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q- You were p a r t  of t h e s e  card  games? 

A. I q u i t e  o f t e n  played i n  them, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were t h e r e  warrant  o f f i c e r s  involved? 

A. Sure.  

Q- Did M r .  DOERSAM play cards?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d i d ,  he may have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
if he d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q M r .  BURTON? 

I t h i n k  probably BURTON d i d ,  yes .  
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Q You do no t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion a t  any of t h e  
card  games between any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  I ' v e  mentioned and 
yourse l f  concerning any such a c t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  There was more than  one c a r d  
game. Sometimes they p lay  i n  t h e  gun p la toon.  Q u i t e  o f t e n  
they  played cards  a t  n i g h t ;  b r i d g e ,  poker,  anything else. 

Q. W e l l ,  I was wondering or t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  
perhaps t h i s  s u b j e c t  had n o t  been brought up a t  a t a b l e  a t  
which you s a t  wi th  some members of t h e  gun p la toon o r  o t h e r  
personnel?  

A .  That wouldn't  have been unusual i f  something l i k e  
t h i s  had been brought up, b u t  I do not  remember anything l i k e  
t h a t  be ing  brought up. 

Q. Did you hear  anything about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d i d  not .  Again, t h i s  goes back t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I don' t - - I  t h i n k  t h a t  everyone t h a t  has been i n  Vietnam re -
members Vietnam by i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened, i n c i d e n t s  ou t  of 
t h e  o rd ina ry ,  o t h e r  than  r o u t i n e ,  people caught going i n  h o t  
C A ' s ,  people g e t t i n g  s h o t ,  l o s i n g  a i r c r a f t ,  l o s i n g  personnel ,  
mortar a t t a c k s  and s o  f o r t h .  You don ' t remember t h e  days ,  
o r  t h e  month, o r  even ha rd ly  t h e  year  over  t h e r e .  I can t e l l  
you--1 remember a i r c r a f t  be ing  s h o t  a t  and c rashes ,  t h i s  type  
of t h i n g ,  and I could ha rd ly  t e l l  you what day i n  J u l y  i t  hap-
pened. A t  t h e  time of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about here  today,  i f  something had been brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a newer i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  anything t h a t  would 
have made it s tand  ou t  a s  o t h e r  than  r o u t i n e  o r  o t h e r  than  an 
o rd ina ry  o p e r a t i o n ,  I would remember it. I wouldn ' t  remember 
t h e  16th  of March, b s t  I would have remembered t h i s  going on. 
I do not  remember any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l .  To my knowledge 
no one e v e r  came t o  my company, no one eve r  came t o  me, o r  t o  
my knowledge anybody i n  t h e  company, and asked any ques t ions  
about t h i s .  

Q - O r  made any s ta tements  o r  r eques t s  of any s t a t e -
ments? 

A .  Right. Now t h e  only--the only t h i n g  t h a t  could--I 
say  t h i s  i s  t o  my knowledge, maybe when t h e  people were o u t  
suppor t ing  the- - f ly ing  Charl ie-Charl ie  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  
somebody might have approached them. Probably they  would have 
come and t o l d  me. Maybe they  d i d n ' t ,  I don ' t  know. 
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~ u tI a t  no t i m e  was e v e r  approached formally o r  informal ly  
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  by someone coming i n  who says ,  " I ' m  i n v e s t i -
ga t ing  an a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t , "  expla ined  i t ,  and took s ta tements  
from me o r  any of my people a t  t h a t  t ime.  And I be l i eve  i f - -
if t h i s  had happened I - - I ' m  n o t  saying  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e - - i t  d i d n ' t  happen; it d i d n ' t  happen. I would 
have remembered it because t h i s  i s  how you remember t h e  even t s  
of Vietnam, n o t  by days o r  months o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  but--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You would have remembered t h e  even t  
of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Sure; yes .  

Q. Well, I ' l l  assu re  you, Major G I B S O N ,  t h a t  had you 
o r  i f  you had heard t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning t h e  My Lai  in -  
c i d e n t ,  I would hope you would have remembered. 

A .  Wel-1, I ' l l  assu re  you, s i r ,  t h a t  I would have re-
membered. This  i s  t h e  reason i f - - i f  anybody e v e r  approached 
me on t h i s  s u b j e c t  it was a t  such a low key,  n o t  explained.  
Maybe someone s a i d :  "Anybody r e p o r t  anything unusual i n  t h e  
l a s t  week?", o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  No one e v e r  came t o  me 
and s a i d  t h a t ,  "On s o  and s o  opera t ion  t h e  fol lowing a l l e g a t i o n s  
have been made. What do you know about i t ,  and how about f ind-  
i n g  out  something about i t ? "  They d i d  n o t  a t  no t ime. 

Q. Does t h e  name Frank DAILEY, S p e c i a l i s t  Frank DAILEY, 
mean anything t o  you? 

A. DAILEY , DAILEY , DAILEY. No. 

Q- Could he have been a crew ch ie f  i n  your u n i t ?  Could 
he have been a crew c h i e f ?  

A. Could have been, b u t  I don' t - - I  t h i n k  most of t h e  
crew c h i e f ' s  names I would have remembered. 

Q. How about M r .  LIND? 

A. M r .  L I N D  was a  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. Was he one o f  your C&C p i l o t s ?  

4 1  . APP T-15 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  H e  was f o r  a t i m e ,  yes ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he 
t r a n s f e r r e d  down sou th .  I t h i n k  he extended i n  what . . . .  

Q. Down t o  t h e  335th? 

A. Y e s ,  down sou th ,  b u t  he  was an a i r c r a f t  commander. 

Q. H e  had a p r e t t y  new a i r c r a f t ,  d i d  he  no t?  

A.  During t h e  t i m e  he was t h e r e .  W e  w a s  g e t t i n g  in--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I n  March? 

A. A s  I expla ined  b e f o r e ,  w e  l o s t  a l a r g e  number of 
a i r c r a f t  dur ing  t h e  end of June,  during t h e  end of--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  he  had--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n  H-models, new 
H-models, and he  probably had a new H-model, yes ,  s ir .  

Q W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER'S C&C 
a i r c r a f t  on 16 March was flown by Mister L I N D  and Captain GARBOW. a 

d
A.  M r .  GARBOW. Had a GARBOW, warrant  o f f i c e r ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  had a M r . .  GARBOW. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  have a c a p t a i n  GARBOW i n  your u n i t ?  0 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  have any captai:: i n  my -unit u n t i l  
t h e  l i eu tenan t s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, perhaps he w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. M r .  GARBOW w a s  a warrant  o f f i c e r  i n  Vietnam. I think--
I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  he app l i ed  f o r  a commission, i n  f a c t  I made a 
s tatement  on i t .  I n  f a c t ,  I know I d i d .  H e  probably i s  com-
missioned, b u t  he w a s  a W-2  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  poss ib ly  a W - 1 .  

Q Now, they 've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c r e w  c h i e f  was 
named DAILEY. 

A .  I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  The name I don' t - -

(GIBSON) APP T-15 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph
p-12. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a look e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h a t  crew 
c h i e f .  

A. On t h i s  photo I d o n ' t  recognize him, b u t  t h e  photo
i s  n o t  t h a t  good. H e  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  a s  somebody t h a t  I know 
i n  t h i s  photo. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  crew c h i e f  of M r .  L I N D  usua l ly  
was. M r .  L I N D  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  flew t h i s  s h i p  wi th  t h i s  crew 
ch ie f  f o r  some t ime.  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I c o u l d n ' t  match up t h e  p i l o t s  and t h e  
crew c h i e f s .  The crew c h i e f  u sua l ly  f lew on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  a i r p l a n e  too .  That guy i s  probably t h e  gunner i f  i t ' s  from 
t h e  174th .  The AC f lew i n  t h e  l e f t  s e a t ,  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  on t h e  
r i g h t  s i d e ,  and t h e  gunner on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  g e n e r a l l y ,  no t  a lways,  
b u t  g e n e r a l l y  speaking.  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  pa tch  on t h a t  man's l e f t  shoulder?  

A .  I t  looks  l i k e  a br igade  p a t c h ,  1st Brigade p a t c h ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q. Is it a 23d Div is ion  pa tch?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  it a s  d e f i n i t e l y  any pa tch .  The 
f a c t  i s ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you what t h e  23d Division--oh, you mean 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  l l t h  Brigade--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  11 th  Brigade patch? 

A. 11 th  Brigade had a--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Blue wi th  s t a r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  and had an arrow i n  it o r  something. No, t h a t  
was t h e  Americal t h a t  had b l u e  wi th  s t a r s .  l l t h  Brigade was our 
own pa tches  too .  

Q. Would you recognize  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o r  t h e  Americal? 

A .  I c a n ' t  make it o u t .  I t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it. I t  
d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  i t ' s  b l u e  with  s t a r s .  

Q Okay. 
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A. May I ask a q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s ,  I was j u s t  going t o  say I ' d  l i k e  t o  give you 
an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  o r  make any s ta tements  
t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  make. 

A.  Okay, s ir .  F i r s t  t h i n g  I e v e r  heard  about t h i s  i n -
c i d e n t  t h a t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about he re  now, My L a i ,  I never heard 
t h e  name My Lai u n t i l  it broke i n  t h e  news he re  i n  t h e  f a l l .  
F i r s t  t h i n g  I - - inkl ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was any unusual i n c i d e n t  
happened was when t h e  Army i n s p e c t o r  genera l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  con-
t a c t e d  me l a s t  summer and asked me ques t ions ,  I came he re  
and t e s t i f i e d  f o r  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  he  d i d n ' t  
exp la in  t o  me anything about what t h e  i n c i d e n t  was o r  anything 
l i k e  t h i s .  It j u s t  was obvious t h a t  something had happened. 
H e  d i d  t e l l  me where it was, i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  a r e a ,  bu t  even 
when I l e f t  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I wasn ' t  under--I had no i d e a  of t h e  
magnitude o r  anything of what was going on. I r e a l l y  didn 't 
know--maybe American t roops  had been k i l l e d  o r  what. Then I 
was--the next  t h i n g  on t h i s  t h a t  I go t  was a l e t t e r  from t h e  
judge advocate a t  F o r t  Benning, Colonel KENNEDY. I t  was in -
dorsed f o r  him by t h e  defense counsel o r  t h e  t r i a l  counse l ,  P 
I guess ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I was n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  with anybody. J 
Well, t h e  colonel  t h a t  took my testimony a t  t h e  I G  t o l d  me v-4 
t h a t  I was n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wi th  anybody and a l l  
t h i s ,  and I have no t .  This  l e t t e r  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  me t h a t  I 
was no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  anyone, and I came here  i n  December 

3 

and appeared be fo re  t h e  genera l .  Of course a t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  
news had broke s o  I knew what they  were t a l k i n g  about.  But 
s t i l l ,  I had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  Vietnam of any of t h i s .  And 
a--I saw more today,  k ind  of what you ' r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  on t h e  
t h i n g  and how you had t i e d  i n  my company, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we 
flew t h e s e  people i n  t h e r e  and probably brought  them o u t  a t  
a l a t e r  d a t e .  I had no--there weren ' t  any a l l e g a t i o n s  made 
a g a i n s t  my company a t  a l l  on t h i s .  And I s t i l l  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
--except I can s e e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  he re  i s  t o  determine i f  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was known by i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  Vietnam and t h e  i n -
formation was suppressed o r  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  something l i k e  
t h i s .  Again, a s  I ' v e  s t a t e d  over  and over  and over ,  during 
t h e  time I was i n  Vietnam I heard  nothing of t h i s ,  I knew 
noth ing  about it. I don"--there was no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
involved my people t o  my knowledge. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
any of my people were involved i n  any wrongdoing i n  it. I f  
they  were, I was n o t  aware of i t ,  and i f  they  were, somebody 
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should  have r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  me, because I would have d e f i n i t e l y  
t aken  a c t i o n  i f  I thought  t hey  w e r e .  A s  o f  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a l i t t l e  minor v i o l a t i o n  o f  s t a n d i n g  procedures  i n v o l v i n g  
a similar t h i n g  and a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n ,  I wou ldn ' t  have s t o o d  
f o r  it. And i f  somebody from t h e  174 th ,  my company a t  t h e  t ime 
which I commanded, i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  
I wonder why i t  w a s n ' t  b rought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  wh i l e  I w a s  
i n  Vietnam, n o t  2 y e a r s  l a t e r .  And it was not--and t h a t ' s  
t h e  emphat ic  p o i n t  now. I r e a l i z e  what Colonel  HENDERSON 
s a y s .  I d o n ' t  know why Colonel  HENDERSON thinks--I 'm s u r e  
he  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  h e  d i s c u s s e s  h e r e  took 
p l ace .  I d o n ' t  remember it. I t ' s  e i t h e r  because it was 
a t  such a low key and w a s  n o t  e x p l a i n e d  t o  me i n  any d e t a i l ,  
o r  h e ' s  mis taken.  And I - - t he  p o i n t  t h a t  I wanted t o  make on 
i t - - s i n c e  I don 't remember any of  t h i s - -on ly  your  s t a t emen t  
about General  LIPSCOMB r e t i r i n g  a c t u a l l y  g e t s  down t o  a de-
f i n i t e  p e r i o d  when t h i s  happened. I ' d  be  w i l l i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  
a room w i t h  people  o r  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  anybody e l s e  and 
d i s c u s s  t h i s .  Perhaps t h i s  w i l l  b r i n g  back r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
t o  u s ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened, b u t  n o t  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody about  
it. I t h i n k  you w i l l  ag ree  t h a t  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  r e c o l l e c t  and 
b r i n g  o u t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened over  t h e r e  u n l e s s  
it was something b i g  t h a t  you remember. 

Q- Well ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e .  General  PEERS and t h o s e  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  I n q u i r y  have t a l k e d  t o  some 350 people  
between l a t e  November and today .  I f  something had n o t  oc-
c u r r e d  t h e r e ,  o r  a t  l eas t  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  no a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  
something d i d  o c c u r ,  we would've been was t ing  o u r  t ime .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I understarid t h a t .  

Q. Whether o r  n o t  you hea rd  anyth ing  o v e r  t h e r e  about  
it and whether  o r  n o t  i t  was made o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were made 
known t o  t h e  p r o p e r  people  o r  n o t  i s  what w e  a r e  a t t empt ing  to--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  I unders tand  t h a t .  

Q- I t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand  t h a t  s o  many 
commanders o f  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  i nvo lve  you,  Colonel  
HENDERSON, Colonel  BARKER, and so  on can be d i r e c t l y  i nvo lved ,  
and v e t  you have such a sma l l  r e c a l l .  

A. R igh t .  
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Q *  And any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  we've asked you o r  any f a c t s  
t h a t  we've a t tempted t o  o b t a i n  from you a r e  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
purposes t o  which t h e  Inqu i ry  i s  addressed.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q 9 
The involvement of your u n i t  i n  it has  y e t  t o  b e  

a s c e r t a i n e d  i n  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l  and wi th  any conclus iveness .  
General PEERS w i l l  make t h a t  de te rmina t ion .  W e  a r e  o b t a i n i n g  
a l l  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  w e  can.  The Sharks and t h e  Dolphins were 
p r e s e n t  on t h a t  day. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q They w e r e  a i rbo rne .  A s  bo th  o f  us  know, t h e r e ' s  
no p l a c e  t o  see b e t t e r  than from t h e  a i r .  

A. Than from t h e  a i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Do you have anyth ing  t o  add? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anyth ing .  

Q I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  remind you about t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
t h a t  you r ece ived  e a r l i e r  about d i s c u s s i n g  your tes t imony.  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I understand t h a t .  

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1936 hours ,  1 0  February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HEALY, F r a n c i s  T. PFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 2  February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, 174th 
Avia t ion  Company. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  u s u a l l y  f lew on a Dolphin 203 wi th  
S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO a s  h i s  c r ew.ch ie f  (pg. 2 ) .  H e  f lew 
d a i l y  on a l l  t ypes  of roissions wi th  va r ious  p i l o t s  u n t i l  
about 12 A p r i l  1968 when h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  
on emergency l eave  (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . 
2. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH INCIDENT. 

The wi tnes s  thought he  remembered t h e  format ion a s  
desc r ibed  (pg. 7 ) .  H i s  s h i p  marked t h e  f i r s t  LZ wi th  
smoke (pg. 8 ) .  H e  thought t h a t  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  and 
an i n t e r p r e t e r  were on board (pg. 11). H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
the c o l o n e l  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  LZ would be  h o t  and t h a t  h i s  
M-60 jammed when they approached t h e  LZ (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  see any people  on t h e  ground from h i s  seat on t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 )  . The "co lone l"  and t h e  crew ch ie f  s a t  
on t h e  l e f t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  medevac'ing a "co lored  
guy" t h a t  " w a s  s h o t  i n  the l e g n , b u t  d i d  n o t  remember where 
he  was dropped o f f  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any dead 
Vietnamese when they picked t h e  man up, b u t  s a i d  t h a t  it 
w a s  a "ho t  a r e a "  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  
land ing  on a beach b u t  d i d  n o t  know what they d i d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
H e  a l so  r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  where he  saw a seven o r  e i g h t  
NVA swimming across t h e  Quang Ngai or  t h e  Son V e  River 
and f i r i n g  a t  them (pg. 21) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  see ing  a g e n e r a l ' s  
s h i p  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of LZ Dot t i e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know whose it 
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was (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  read ing  o r  hear ing  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  nor d i d  he hear  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  (pgs.  2 4 - 2 6 ) .  
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' E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION . NOTES PAGES 

Photo or a ne l lcoptef  
and CARTER bejng brought Wit d i d  not  r e c a l l .  15 

D-11 
 t o  I t .  

Wlt recognized 
Photo of he l i cop te r  SMITH o r  STEWART. 16,26 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1400 hours ,  12 February 
1970.) 


LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC PAT- 
TERSON and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  I have a document t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record.  
I t  is a f a c t  s h e e t .  Subject :  Attack a t  Kham Duc, Republic of 
Vietnam i n  May 1968. This i s  addressed t o  t h e  Department of 
t h e  m y .  Review of the  prel iminary i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  the  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  (Peers I n q u i r y ) .  I t  i s  da ted  1 0  February 1970. 
The document i s  s igned by Brigader General Donnelly T. BOLTON, 
d i r e c t o r  of opera t ions ,  ODCSOPS. The document has  f i v e  inc lo-  
sures .  I t  i s  en te red  i n t o  the  record and i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t  
M - 1 1 5 .  This document is  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

The nex t  witness  i s  P r i v a t e  F i r s t  Class  Francis  T. 
HEALY. 

(PFC HEALY was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn and 
t e s  t i £  i e d  as follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name and grade,  S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

WIT: PFC Francis  Thomas HEALY, Company D,  18th Engineer 
B a t t a l i o n ,  F o r t  Devens , Massachusetts.  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  num-
ber 

RCDR: United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. Yes, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: HEALY, as I understand it, you have served i n  
Vietnam? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. During what per iod  of t ime,  p lease?  

A. A p r i l  1967 t o  Apr i l  1968. 
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Q. a d  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  of time, what u n i t  were you 
assigned t o ?  

A. My last  5 months of duty i n  Vietnam I 'served i n  t h e  
174th Aviat ion Company. 

Q. The las t  5 months? 

A. Yes, sir. 


Q So you w e r e  ass igned t h e r e  when, November, December? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q What w e r e  your d u t i e s  i n  the  174th Aviat ion Company? 


A. Doorgunner, sir. 

Q.  Doorgunner? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  p e r  your own reques t?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Did you f l y  on any one p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t ?  With 
any one p a r t i c u l a r  crew chief  o r  were you r o t a t e d ?  

A. Well, our  s h i p  w a s  Dolphin 203. I t  w a s  a f a i r l y  
new ship .  I f lew most of them. Sometimes I flew--once on 
Dolphin s h i p  999 25 and Dolphin 209 which was a new sh ip .  

Q.  And who was the  crew chief  o r  d i d  you have s e v e r a l  
crew c h i e f s  t h a t  you worked with? 

A. J u s t  one crew c h i e f ,  S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO. 

Q - How do you s p e l l  t h a t  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  have the  s l i g h t e s t  idea ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  
he ' s  ETS'd by now. He was a U.S. 
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9- And how about p i l o t s  on t h i s  s h i p ?  Did you f l y
wi th  a p a r t i c u l a r  p i l o t ?  

A. No, t h e  ma jo r i ty  of them. J u s t  about everybody i n  
t h e  company. 

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  a M r .  LIND? 

A. M r .  L IND,  y e s ,  and M r .  HOLCGMBE, M r .  PATE. 

Q Did you f l y  wi th  M r .  L I N D  on s e v e r a l  occasions? 

A, Y e s .  

Q - What type  of mission d i d  you f l y  wi th  M r .  LIND? 

A, W e l l ,  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  say ,  s i r ,  between resupply and 
Char l i e  Char l i e  I s  and CA s . 
Q - You f lew a l l  types  of miss ions?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any way of knowing, HEALY, whether o r  
no t  you f l ew on 16 March 1968? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s ir .  

Q What makes you b e l i e v e  you d i d ?  

A, Because I f lew everyday. 

Q. W e l l ,  you have no r eco rds  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  whether o r  
n o t  you flew? 

A. I know I k ind  of g o t  c u t  i n  on some f l i g h t  pay. 

Q. W e l l ,  March 1 9 6 8  would have been j u s t  p r i o r  t o  your 
DEROS ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. When i n  A p r i l  d i d  you DEROS? 
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The 19th.  

Q So t h e  16th would have been about t h e  l a s t  month. 
You were under 30 days? 

A. But, l i k e  I went home on emergency l eave  when my 
f a t h e r  died.  So they moved my ETS up a month o r  my DEROS. 
I d i d n ' t  know anything about it. I f igured  I had another  
month l e f t  and I flew up u n t i l  about 7  days p r i o r  t o  
leaving. 

Q - When d i d  you go home on emergency leave?  

A. I n  June, 

Q 1 Of 1968 o r  1967? 

Q. Other than  what you heard i n  the  newspaper, and on 
the  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and i n  o t h e r  forms of pub l i c  communications 
media, have you heard o r  a r e  you aware of an a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  occurred on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of what I 
be l i eve  w a s  c a l l e d  by the  t roops  as "P inkv i l l e"  o r  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, s o  f a r  a s  f l y i n g  goes,  when I go t  on a s h i p ,  
I d i d n ' t  know what LZ,  l i k e  they s a i d  we were going t o  t h e  
Son My Valley.  I t ' s  t h e  Son My Valley.  I t  could have been 
any l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e r e .  But o t h e r  than t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  
have an awareness of where I w a s  going, i f  it was My Lai o r  
Chu L a i .  

Q -Did  you hea r  anything about an opera t ion ,  a p a r t i c -
u l a r  opera t ion  wi th in  the  l a s t  month o r  two of your t o u r  
t h e r e ,  a f t e r  it occurred o r  something going on? 

A. No, sir.  

Q .  Do you know General LIPSCOMB? 

A.  Yes, sir.  I flew Char l i e  c h a r l i e  f o r  him a t  l e a s t  
four  o r  f i v e  t imes.  

Q - On 15 March 1968, General LIPSCOMBE had a change 
of command ceremony, r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  the  h e l i p o r t .  I th ink  it 
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was a t  t h e  h e l i p o r t  on the  lower end and t h e r e  w a s  a b ig  
formation. General LIBSCOMB depar ted  and Colonel HENDER-
SON took over  command of the  11 th  Brigade. This occurred 
about 0930 i n  t h e  mornixg and General LIPSCOMB went away. 
Do you remember t h i s  ceremony? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, s i r .  

Q Do you remember hear ing  about it o r  knowing t h a t  
it was going on? 

A. Well, I heard about it. 

Q. You heard t h a t  he was l eav ing  and t h i s  had occurred? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  know who was r e p l a c i n g  him. I j u s t  
knew t h a t  he was going. 

Q. Do you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  f l y  C&C f o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A. Could you t e l l  me the  LZ,  s i r ,  because j u s t  l i k e  
I remember LZ Sue? 

Q - LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you remember LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About two o r  t h r e e  he l ipads  t h e r e ,  r e f u e l i n g  a rea  
i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner .  Do you remember where LZ Dot t ie  was? 

A. Well, as  you look up the  f l i g h t  l i n e ,  I th ink  it 
was s t r a i g h t  nor th .  

Q S t r a i g h t  north? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q - You went across--do you remember Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Went r i g h t  up Highway 1, t h e  MSR. D o t t i e  w a s  j u s t  
nor th ,  s t r a i g h t  up Highway 1 coming o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  east 
of Highway 1. Do you remember f l y i n g  C&C up t h e r e ?  

A, I th ink  a couple of t imes.  I t h i n k  one time w a s  
f o r  a Vietnamese movement. S o r t  of a l a r g e  one. I t  w a s  l i k e  
an a l l  day a f f a i r .  

Q. What about the  o t h e r  one, do you remember t h a t ?  

A. That ' s  p r e t t y  hard. I t ' s  been almost 2 years  now. 

Q- Do you remember Colonel BARKER? Did you know him? 
Do you recognize t h e  name? 

A, I recognize t h e  name, b u t  i f  you brought him ih 
t h i s  room r i g h t  now, I wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  recognize him. 

Q - How about h i s  f a c e ?  Do you th ink  you could recog- 
n i z e  t h e  f ace?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. The opera t ion  of 16 March 1968 c o n s i s t e d  of a couple 
of combat a s s u a l t s  o u t  of LZ Dot t i e  and LZ Uptight.  Do you 
remember LZ Up t i g h t ?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q . Kind of a t i g h t  p lace  t o  land up t h e r e ?  

A, I t 's l i k e  LP George. 

Q. D o t t i e  and Uptight were the  L Z ' s .  Tha t ' s  where they 
picked up t h e  t roops  and they brought them o u t  and down toward 
Quang Ngai, Over near  the  ocean was where they a s s u a l t e d  them 
i n ,  along t h e  China Sea and the  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  The town was 
r i g h t  a g a i n s t  the ocean. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  a map? Have 
you read a map very much? 
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A. W e l l ,  o ccas iona l ly .  I ' m  n o t  g r e a t  on it. I 
r e l i e d  on the war ran t  o f f i c e r s  t o  g e t  m e  around. 

Q- W e l l ,  on t h i s  morning t h e s e  two combat a s s u a l t s  
went i n t o  t h e s e  two s e p a r a t e  L Z 1 s .  The L Z 1 s  w e r e  prepped by 
a r t i l l e r y .  There were gunships  involved .  The aero-scouts  
from t h e  123d Av ia t ion  Company, t hey  used t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h  a 
l i t t l e  bubble  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A* A PRIMO? 

Q W e l l ,  you might have c a l l e d  them PRIMO.  They were 
from Chu L a i .  They opera ted .  They had a bubble  h e l i c o p t e r  
and a couple  of B model Hueys. They w e r e  gunships .  One s t a y e d  
down low and one would be up h igh  and they  would work wi th  
t h i s  l i t t l e  bubble  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a .  O n  t h i s  day,  16 
March, t h e s e  f o l k s  were involved  and a p r e t t y  goodly number 
of t h e  174 th  a i r c r a f t  were involved .  Most of t h e  ope ra t ionaL  
a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h a t  day were o u t  f l y i n g  and t h e r e  were some 
R a t t l e r s  from t h e  7 1 s t ,  maybe even a PRIMO Huey , too .  There 
were about n i n e  s l i c k s  i nvo lved  throughout  t h e  l i f t ,  p l u s  
t h e s e  s c o u t s  t h a t  I have t o l d  you about ,  t h e  two B model 
gunships and the Sharks.  

The gunships from t h e  174th  and t h e  combat a s s u a l t  
went i n  about  0730 i n  t h e  morning preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  
prep,  and t h e  gunships r a n  a suppres s ion  run .  Then the  s l i c k s  
landed and f l ew ,  t h e  n i n e  of them, vees  of  t h r e e  i n  t r a i l .  
They landed t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  which would have meant t h a t  some 
w e r e  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  and they  landed i n  an open paddy. 
They made two l i f t s  i n t o  t h i s  LZ and t h e n  they worked and went 
over  f u r t h e r  o r  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  ocean. A l i t t l e  b i t  la ter  they  
went i n t o  a n o t h e r  LZ t h a t  was a l s o  prepped by a r t i l l e r y  b u t  
no suppres s ion  runs .  Two l i f t s  went i n t o  t h e  second LZ a l s o .  
Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I remember a format ion  t h a t  way. 

Q What were you doing t h a t  day? Were you i n  t he  
format ion? 

A. It 's  ha rd  t o  say my p o s i t i o n .  

Q. The s h i p  you ' w e r e  r i d i n g  i n ,  what do you t h i n k  you 
w e r e  doing? 
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A. Well, something l i k e  t h a t  we had two formations 
l i k e  a l a r g e  s o r t i e ;  our  s h i p  was going i n  t o  mark smoke 
f o r  t h e  LZ t o  come i n .  

Q - Do you remember them making a marking run? 

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q. Which LZ? 

A, I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q. Why do you remember t h a t ?  

A, Because when we came i n  f o r  smoke, when we g o t  t o  
the  LZ, t h e  co lone l  said--whether it was going t o  be h o t  o r  
cold and he s a i d  it was ho t .  A s  we came i n  through t h e  
f l i g h t  was behind us and we were supposed t o  open up. I had 
a malfunct ion i n  my 60 .  

Q. Beau t i fu l ,  That made you happy, I suppose? 

A. I t  made me scared .  

Q - And what makes you kind of th ink  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
one? 

A, Because l i k e  when we came i n ,  t h e  wa i t ing  when you're  
f l y i n g  over  the re ,  you ' r e  wa i t ing  t o  s e e  whether i t ' s  h o t  o r  
co ld ,  i f  you ' re  going t o  f i r e  o r  anything, o r  i f  i t ' s  j u s t  
going t o  be r e a l  q u i e t .  So we were wai t ing  when we came i n  
f o r  the  smoke, j u s t  l i k e  t o  t e l l  t he  o t h e r  formation whether 
it was going t o  be h o t ,  we'd open up and then  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  formations f a l l  i n .  

Q. What makes you t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  LZ as opposed 
t o  the  secon'd LZ? 

A, For some reason,  I th ink  it was t h e  f i r s t  one, 
because I remember my gun jamming the  f i r s t  time. 

Q. You only remember marking one? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember marking another  one. 
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Q Do you remember who threw t h e  smoke? Did you throw 
it o r  d i d  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f ?  

A. I t h i n k  S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO threw it. 

Q Do you remember what c o l o r  came o u t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember a t  a l l ,  sir.  

Q W e l l ,  t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  m a t t e r  are, HEALY, on t h i s  
day- t h a t  I ' v e  desc r ibed ,  on t h e s e  two L Z ' s ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  oper-
a t i o n  I have d e s c r i b e d ,  t h e  C&C d i d  i n  f a c t  make one marking 
run.  Only one and only on one LZ,  b u t  it was t h e  second LZ 
and it was t h e  one c l o s e r  t o  t h e  ocean.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  ocean 
might have been involved  i n  t h e  approach o r  d e p a r t u r e .  I t  
was t h a t  c l o s e .  Did you u s u a l l y ,  when you f l ew ,  d i d  you usu-
a l l y  have your  headse t  on,  helmet?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
.. 

Q - What s i d e  of tHe a i r c r a f t  do you r e c a l l  you sa t  on? 
Did you s i t  on t h e  l e f t  o r  behind t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander o r  on 
t h e  r i g h t  behind p i l o t ?  

Behind t h e  " p e t e r  p i  l o t .  " 

Q - Behind t h e  " p e t e r  p i l o t " ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q • Right  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q The crew c h i e f  always s a t  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Always . 
Q - So t h i s  day you made t h e  marking run ,  do you r e c a l l  
t h a t  you w e r e  s i t t i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ?  

A. I always s a t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  s ir .  

Q . Always on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ?  
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A. Always. 

Q. Did you see any people when you made t h i s - - i f  you 
can p i c t u r e  t h i s  marking run when your gun jammed, do you 
remember s e e i n g  any people? 

No, sir. 

Did you have a t a r g e t  t o  shoot a t ?  

No, sir. 

You were j u s t  going t o  supress? 

A, Y e s ,  s ir ,  because on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  where S p e c i a l i s t  
MAGNO was, t h a t ' s  where t h e  Colonel w a s  o r  whoever w a s  i n  
charge of t h i s  run and he sits on the  crew chief  s i d e  where 
they play t h e  show. I t ' s  t h e  p i l o t ' s  f l i g h t  and the  main man 
of the  opera t ion  would be up t h e r e .  He c a l l s  them the  way 
he sees  them, 

Q. The a i r c r a f t  commander is on t h e  l e f t ,  t h e  crew 
c h i e f ' s  on t h e  l e f t ,  and t h e  C&C man is  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  
And you fel lows on the  r i g h t  s i d e  a r e  j u s t  t o  p r o t e c t  the  
r i g h t  s i d e ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. I f  you f l y  with a  genera l ,  you j u s t  count t h e  stars. 

Q. Did you s e e  anything on the  ground when you made 
t h i s  marking run and your gun jammed? 

A. No, l i k e  a s  soon as  he s a i d  it was going t o  be h o t ,  
I squeezed and it jammed, and the  malfunction I s t a r t e d  t ak ing  
care  of and by t h a t  time--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You were almost on t h e  ground? 

A. I was f i n i s h e d .  

Q. Do you know how many people were aboard with you 
t h a t  day? Do you have any i d e a  how many you had i n  t h e  cargo 
compartment? 
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A. Well, t h e r e  was one man t h a t  had t h e  r a d i o s ,  PRC-
25 ' s ,  I th ink  it was a co lonel .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  of h i s  rank. 

Q- Lieutenant  co lonel  o r  eag le  colonel?  

A .  Lieutenant  co lonel  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  b u t  t h e r e  might 
have been an i n t e r p r e t e r  along. 

Q An i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A .  There might have been. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h a t .  

Q. Vietnamese type fel low? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  6 

Q I t  sounds l i k e  I ' m  o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t  , b u t  perhaps 
I ' m  not .  When d id  you s t a r t  t o  grow your mustache? 

A .  When, s i r ?  I t ' s  very slow i n  growing. I t ' s  about 
3 months along. 

Q Did you grow a mustache i n  Vietnam? 

Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you s tar t  one over  t h e r e ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q When? 

A .  Well, t h e r e  were a couple of a t tempts  a t  t h i s  mus-
tache.  1 s t a r t e d  growing it when I was up i n  Chu L a i ,  bu t  
i t ' s  been o f f  and on my face  on numerous occas ions .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  making any medevacs? 

A .  We made a few. 

Q.. A few? 

A .  There was one with General LIPSCOMB and he went 
down pe r sona l ly  t o  medevac t h i s  man o u t ,  t h a t  was s h o t  and 
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t h e r e  w a s  one more. I was t a l k i n g  t o  ~ a j o r  APICI and t h e r e  
was a colored  guy and he w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  l eg .  

Q There w a s  one? Where w a s  t h i s  a t?  Do you remember? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  remember what day it w a s  on o r  where 
I w a s .  A l l  I can remember, l i k e  Major APICI asked me be fo re  
i f  I w a s  eve r  medevacing a Negro s o l d i e r .  I j u s t  remember this 
guy when we brought him on the  s h i p  he was sweating. 

Q Where d i d  he s i t ?  

A. They brought him i n  on the  r i g h t  s i d e  and he s a t  

i n  t h e  jump s e a t  r i g h t  next  t o  m e ,  


Q - Right next  t o  you? 


(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q- Was he h u r t  bad? 

A. No, I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  i n  t h e  l eg .  

Q Where d id  you take  him? Do you remember where 

you dropped him o f f ?  


A, NO, I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  


Q - When you went i n  and landed t o  p ick  t h i s  fe l low up, 
d i d  you s e e  anything on the  ground? Did you s e e  t h e  f r i e n d l y  
t roops ? 

A. Aff i rmat ive ,  s i r ,  because they  brought him over .  

Q. They? How many of them? 

A. I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  sure .  I th ink  it was two. 


Q- Could he walk? 


A. He limped. 


Q - What were they doing? J u s t  suppor t ing  him? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And then  they pu t  him up i n t o  t h e  sh ip?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember see ing  any Vietnamese on the  
ground? 

A, No, sir.  

Q Do you remember see ing  any dead VC o r  Vietnamese 
of any s o r t  on t h e  ground? 

A, No, sir. When we came down, my main job was i f  
we're j u s t  going t o  h i t  and run t o  watch o u t  f o r  the  t a i l  
r o t o r  and. make s u r e  t h a t  everyth ing  is  o u t  of t h e  way. 

Q - This a r e a  where you were going t o  p ick  up t h i s  
colored s o l d i e r ,  was t h i s  a h o t  a rea?  Was t h i s  going t o  
be a h o t  a rea?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so,  sir. 

Q. On your s i d e  of t h e  s h i p  a s  you were going i n ,  do 
you remember what you s a w  o f f  over t h e r e ?  Was it an open a rea?  
W a s  t h e r e  a hedge row o r  a c l u s t e r  of bu i ld ings  o r  a v i l l a g e ?  

A, No, I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q a  Did you land i n  a r i c e  paddy? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say.  I t h i n k  it was kind of i n  the  
brush. 

Q. I t  w a s  i n  an open a r e a  o r  was it, o r  was t h e r e  some 
hedge s t u f f  around? 

A. I th ink  t h e r e  was j u s t  some hedge s t u f f .  

Q- Do you remember see ing  an o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground 
helping t h i s  fe l low? 

A. No, I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you i f  t h e r e  was a o f f i c e r  or  
no t ,  sir. 
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Q You d i d n ' t  see  any dead people around? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so ,  s i r .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  
remember l i k e  from C A 1 s ,  d i f f e r e n t  th ings  and what not .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  many dead f o l k s  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Aff i rmat ive ,  sir. 

Q - Were they a l l  s o l d i e r s  o r  males, Vietnamese males? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  eveyone t h a t  was t o t i n g  a r i f l e .  

Q Everyone t h a t  you saw was t o t i n g  a r i f l e .  You never 
saw--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I s a w  some t h a t  d i d  look l i k e  they 
had something, but  they d idn '  t - - l ike  a hoe across  t h e i r  back 
running across  a d ike .  

Q.  When you flew your h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e ,  d i d  you a l -
ways have your s l e e v e s  down o r  d i d  you r o l l  them up? 

A. I always had my f l i g h t  gloves on. 

What about your v i so r?  

Visor down a l s o .  

Did you have a sun v i s o r ?  

I had a c l e a r  one. 

How about t h e  crew c h i e f ?  

MAGNO? He used t o  wear goggles. 

Q He d i d n ' t  wear a helmet? 

A. He had a helmet a l s o  with a v i s o r ,  bu t  the  majori ty  
of t h e  time he wore a p a i r  of goggles. 

Q. Do you remember making any o t h e r  medevac 's with 
t h i s  co lonel  aboard, perhaps i n  the  genera l  a r e a  of where you 
made t h i s  marking run t h i s  day? 
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A .  No, I d o n W t ,sir. 

Q You only can remember a couple of medevac's dur-
ing  your whole t o u r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- One wi th  General LIPSCOMB and t h i s  co lored  s o l d i e r ?  

A. And one a t  LZ Gunslinger.  I t h i n k  it was Colonel 
BEERS. 

Q Would you recognize t h e  colored  s o l d i e r ?  

A .  No, I wouldn ' t ,  s i r .  

(2. D i d  he t a l k  t o  you a t  a l l  whi le  he  w a s  i n  t h e  sh ip?  

A .  No, sir .  He j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  and sweated. 

Q. Well, on 16 March, t h e r e  w a s  i n  f a c t  a colored  s o l -
d i e r  evacuated,  medevac'd by t h e  C&C s h i p ,  which d i d  n o t  have 
Colonel BARKER o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  people on board.  I t  oc-
curred about 1025 o r  1030 i n  t h e  morning. This co lored  s o l d i e r  
was taken back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  sa t  down and 
nobody came ou t  t o  g e t  t h i s  fe l low f o r  a few minutes and every-
body was k ind  of jawing and t a l k i n g  with t h i s  s o l d i e r .  I n  
f a c t ,  M r .  L I N D  may have even needled him a l i t t l e  b i t  about 
a mi l l ion  d o l l a r  wound.. 
A .  I c a n ' t  seem t o  remember t h a t ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you a couple of photographs,  
her'e. This  i s  photograph Exh ib i t  P-11. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t ' s  
a p i c t u r e  of a h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  ground, a s o l d i e r  being 
brought out  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Does t h a t  look f a m i l i a r  t o  what you remem5er your 
~ d e v a c ,o r  n o t ?  

A. I t ' s  r e a l l y  hard t o  s a y ,  s ir .  
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Q. Did you wear a f l a k  ves t?  

A. A chicken p l a t e .  

Q .  For t h e  record ,  a chicken p l a t e  is  a c h e s t  pro-
t e c t o r  which covers the  c h e s t  a r e a  and is  s t r apped  on and 
used as a s t andard  i tem of equipment f o r  a v i a t i o n  personnel .  
I would l i k e  t o  show you photograph Exh ib i t  P-12, HEALY. 
Can you recognize anybody o r  anything i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A, I t  looks l i k e  the  guy behind t h e  gunner was a 
guy named SMITH. 

-

Q From the  174th? 

A, It looks l i k e  him. A l l  I can s e e  i s  h i s  nose and 
he had a nose l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  you? 

A. The only way I could t e l l  i f  I could look on the  
s i d e  of t h e  helmet. I had l i k e ,  t h i s  s i d e  I had "New York" 
( i n d i c a t i n g  the  l e f t  s i d e ) .  

Q Was t h a t  man wearing a c l e a r  v i s o r ?  Can you t e l l ?  

A. I t  looks t h a t  way, s ir .  

Q. Did he have a mustache? 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it, sir.  H i s  mouthpiece is  
i n  the  way. 

Q He has a chicken p l a t e  c h e s t  p r o t e c t o r ,  a helmet 
and gloves,  b u t  of  course these  items a r e  s tandard  with a l l  
gunners. 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  looks l i k e  you then ,  I take  
i t ?  

A. I 'm n o t  too  much on my own p r o f i l e ,  sir. I t  could,  
l i k e  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  it could be anybody even you i f  you 
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took of f  your rank and put  on a  s tandard  i s s u e  of equipment 
i n  the  a v i a t i o n  company. 

Q What s i d e  of the  s h i p  is t h a t  man on? 

A. L e f t  s i d e .  

Q Could t h i s  be t h e  man named SMITH s i t t i n g  on the  
l e f t  s ide?  

A. No, he wouldn't  e i t h e r ;  he was a gunner. 

Q You've i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you never  s a t  on 
the  l e f t  s ide?  

A. Never, sir.  S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO was a r e a l  s t i c k e r  
on t h a t .  

Q Does t h a t  look l i k e  S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO? 

A; No. S p e c i a l i s t  MAGNO w a s  only about f i v e  f o o t  two. 
He was s h o r t  and very stocky. 

Q. Did you ever ,  f l y  with a man by t h e  name of .  DAILEY? 

A. Who? 

Q. Frank DAILEY, crew c h i e f .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q - Did you know him? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a man named DAILEY. 

Q. Was it a BAILEY o r  a DAILEY o r  any name t h a t  sounded 
l i k e  t h a t ?  Another fel low by t h e  name of Frank? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h a t  is i n  f a c t  the  l e f t  
s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  wounded ind i -
v idua l  i s  s i t t i n g  on t h e  which s i d e ?  
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A. The l e f t .  

Q - Would you t h i n k  you were p r e s e n t  when t h a t  photo-
graph was taken t h e r e ,  t o  the  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say r e a l l y .  

Q What you've i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  it appeared t h a t  you
weren ' t  unless  t h e r e  is  something about it t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l .  

Q. We have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  Captain,  o r  he may 
have been a warrant  o f f i c e r  a t  t h i s  t ime, GARBOW and L I N D  
were the  p i l o t s .  M r .  L I N D  being the  a i r c r a f t  commander t h e r e  
and I believe--

A, ( In te rpos ing)  GARBOW? 

Q G-A-R-B-0-W. ~e  had been i n  country f o r  about a 
month. A new fel low,  

A, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a GARBOW. 

Q You remember M r .  L I N D  though? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  M r .  L I N D 1 s  a i r c r a f t  o r  can you 
t e l l ?  

A, Well, l i k e  I th ink  M r .  L I N D  w a s  i n  charge; he was 
s h o r t  and s$inny. I th ink  he was t h e  company procurer ,  l i k e  
p icking  up s t u f f  f o r  t h e  company. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was assigned 
t o  a r e g u l a r  sh ip .  

Q. A t  any time t h a t  you were f l y i n g  C&C wi th  M r .  LIND, 
and I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had flown C&C with h i m  a 
couple of t imes ,  do you ever  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  down c lose  t o  the  
ground? Low f l y i n g ,  looking down a t  the  ground, see ing  the  
t roops ,  checking the  a rea?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say whether o r  not .  
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Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  landing r i g h t  on the  beach 
near t h e  ocean? 

A. I remember landing one time on a beac i~near  the  
ocean. There w a s  j u s t  l i k e  one hootch a l l  by i t s e l f  and they 
were surrounded by our t roops .  

Q Why d i d  you land t h e r e ?  

I c a n ' t  remember the  purpose. 

Q. Did you b r ing  something i n  o r  d i d  you t ake  some-
th ing  out  o r  both? 

A. I t ' s  hard  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  . ca r ry ing  a bunch of Vietnamese 
aboard, t ak ing  them out?  Eight  o r  s o  Vietnamese? 

A. NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q . 
do 
T h i  

Do you r e c a l l ,  a s soc ia ted  with t h i s  beach landing ,  
you r e c a l l  br inging  i n  any water  o r  explos ives ,  demoli t ions? 
.s s t u f f  would have come out  of LZ Dot t i e .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  with C4? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You knew when you were c a r r y i n g  t h a t  s t u f f  aboard, 
I presume? 

A. Well, when we had exp los ives ,  we wouldn't  bang them 
around, s c r a t c h  t h e  f l o o r ,  puncture the  s t u f f .  

Q. Any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s ?  

(Witness gave a  negat ive  response.  ) 

Q - A t  any time you were ever  f l y i n g  C&C, do you e v e r  
remember see ing  a l o t  of dead VC o r  Vietnamese? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  One t ime ,  it w a s  up i n  a bad p a r t  'of 
Quang Ngai. I t  w a s  r i g h t  by e i t h e r  t h e  Son Ve River  o r  t h e  
Quang Ngai River .  I t  was j u s t  up, l i k e  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  moun-
t a i n s  and t h a t ,  and t h e r e  was l i k e  a r e i n f o r c e d  v i l l a g e  back 
t h e r e ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up and over  t o  t h e  l e f t  would 
be LP George. Down there t h i s  s t u f f  r e a l l y  went up f o r  g rabs  
t h a t  day. There w a s  a l o t  of NVA running around,  swimming 
a c r o s s  t h e  Quang Ngai River  and a l o t  of ground movement i n  
t h i s  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e .  

Q.  When w a s  t h i s ?  Do you remember? 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember when T e t  w a s  going on? T e t  s t a r t e d  
i n  e a r l y  February 1968. 

A. I t  could have been February,  sir.  

Q Could it have been March? 

A. No, it c o u l d n ' t  be March. 

Q. I t  c o u l d n ' t  be March, why? 

A. Because I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  day I g o t  my f i r s t  k i l l  
i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and I t h i n k  about 2 weeks a f t e r  t h a t  I c ra shed  
o r  2 o r  3 weeks. 

Q When d i d  you c r a s h ?  

A. March. 


Q E a r l y  p a r t ?  


A. L a t e  p a r t ,  t h e  22d'. 


Q- W e l l ,  t e l l  me about t h i s  day. Were t h e s e  l i v e  people? 


A. Yes, s i r ,  f o r  a wh i l e  anyways, s ir .  

Q. There w e r e  a l l  what? Males? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q - Some females o r  what? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  t h e r e  was females r i g h t  a long the  r i v e r  
bank and t h e  major i ty  of the  people were swimming across  the  
r i v e r  wi th  t h e i r  ruck sacks and r i f l e s  on t h e i r  backs. We 
d i d n ' t  ca tch  the  major i ty  of them. I t  was o u t  of  LZ Sue, I 
be l ieve .  

Q. You were f l y i n g  o u t  of LZ Sue t h a t  day? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was LZ Sue. I t  w a s  t he  Char l ie  
Char l ie  wi th  t h e  colonel ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  major a l s o  t h a t  used 
t o  be up t h e r e .  A b i g  Negro fel low.  I don1t remember h i s  
name but  it was r i g h t  up i n  t h e r e ,  because I remember a f t e r  
the  Char l ie  Char l i e  was j u s t  c i r c l i n g  around l i k e  on t h e  l e f t  
s i d e  and I looked down; I could see people swimming across  
the  r i v e r .  I kep t  on br inging  it t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  
t h a t  they were swimming across  t h e  r i v e r .  The CA had j u s t  
go t  dropped i n  on the  f a r  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  I f i n a l l y  
went down t h e r e  and took a look and t h a t ' s  when we s t a r t e d - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you shoot some of them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . How many? Was t h e r e  a l o t  of people? How many 
would you say were t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, i n  t o t a l  I would say i n  the  r i v e r  t h e r e  was 
about seven o r  e i g h t .  

Q. What r i v e r  was t h i s ?  Was it t h e  Quang ~ g a i  ~ i v e r ?  

A. Well, I ' m  confused now on t h e  name of t h e  r i v e r .  I t  
could have been e i t h e r  t h e  Son Ve o r  t h e  Quang Ngai River. 

Q. This could have been near  Son Ve though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember who t h e  co lone l  was t h a t  you were 
f l y i n g  wi th  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  I can remember about t h e  co lone l  was the  
view of h i s  men; I d o n ' t  t h ink  they w e r e  t oo  happy with him. 
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Q There was a b i g  Negro major you say. Was he i n  the 
s h i p ,  too? 

A, No, I t h ink  it was a se rgean t  major. 

Q ,Any o t h e r  time t h a t  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  l a r g e  numbers 
of dead as you were f l y i n g  around? 

A. Well, l i k e  t h i s  one r e a l l y  s tuck  i n  my head, because 
it w a s  my f i r s t  d e a l  under f i r e .  

Q. Were they shoot ing  back a t  you? 

A. W e  were g e t t i n g  f i r e  from t h e  banks. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  t i m e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  see ing  
any dead on the  ground? 

A,  Well, l i k e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s p o t s ,  you know, you go 
down t h e r e  f o r  some reason,  maybe y o u ' l l  s e e  them lay ing  out--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  H m  about women and ch i ld ren?  Do 
you ever  remember see ing  any women o r  c h i l d r e n  on the  ground 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  ever  see ing  the  Sharks engage anyone 
and go over  t o  check them out? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q Often? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  hard t o  watch t h e  Sharks,  because they 
don ' t  fol low any s o r t  of p a t t e r n .  They j u s t  go where they 
p lease  as long as  they d o n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  t ake  of f  of 
your f l i g h t ,  but  you could hear  them come over  t h e  r a d i o  and 
t h a t  they r a n  i n t o  some people running around and t h a t  they 
were t ak ing  a c l o s e r  look f o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  This is  what 
they did.  

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  hear ing  one of these  colonels  
say anything o r  one of the  C&C people saying anything about 
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a l o t  of k i l l i n g s  going on,  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g , "  o r  t a l k i n g  
on t h e  r a d i o  t o  someone? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  myself ,  sir. 

Q .On 16 March, Colonel BARKER'S C&C s p e n t  a l i t t l e  
time a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  j u s t  kind of s i t t i n g  around t h e r e  and one 
of t h e  t imes you were s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  General KOSTER came i n .  
Do you know General .KOSTER? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Did you recognize him when you saw him o r  h i s  ship? 

.
A. I c o u l d n ' t  say,  sir,  

Q The d i v i s i o n  commander, America1 Divis ion.  Two 
s t a r  general?  

A. Well, I th ink  I ran  across  him when I w a s  i n  head-
q u a r t e r s  company up i n  Chu Lai before  my 1049 (Personnel Action) 
t o  gunships. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  him around LZ Dot t ie  anytime 
you were ou t  f l y i n g ?  

A. I recall once, l i k e  t h e r e  was a g e n e r a l ' s  sh ip  t h a t  
d id  come i n ,  b u t  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you which genera l  it was. 

Q Did you ever  f l y  with M r .  COONEY? 

A. I t h i n k  a couple of t imes.  

Q. On C&C? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  remember t h e  name t h a t  would go wi th  a  
C&C, o r  a resupply ,  o r  j u s t  a p l a i n  s o r t i e .  

Q- Did you ever  spend any time a t  t h e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  
t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai, r i g h t  down town i n  Quang Ngai, wai t ing  
f o r  one of t h e  colonels?  

A. I ' m  n o t  su re  i f  it was a co lone l ,  b u t  we dropped 
somebody down i n  Quang Ngai and it was a  smal l  p l a c e  with a 
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long  b u i l d i n g .  There w a s  a barbed w i r e  f ence  and t h e r e  was 
a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  The day we w e r e  down 
t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  exp los ion  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
remember. Another t i m e  we f lew i n t o  Quang Ngai t o  b r i n g  
some v i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l s  up t o  Quang Ngai. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  among any of  your 
fe l low gunners and t h e  crew c h i e f s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a bunch 
of people  g e t t i n g  s h o t  up any k ind  of way by ground t r o o p s ,  
o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  gunships  n e a r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Well ,  I c a n ' t  say it was P i n k v i l l e  o r  any th ing ,  
b u t  i f  it w a s  a h o t  CA, t h e y ' l l  come i n  and t r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  
it t o  you i f  you were on supply o r  something. I t ' s  hard  t o  
say where t h e y ' d  been o r  what it w a s  l i k e  because from 
mouth t o  mouth it grows. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  them 
t a l k i n g  about  any b i g  group of people  k i l l e d  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I j u s t  remember once b e f o r e  t h i s  avia-
t i o n  company up i n  Chu L a i  when something l i k e  t h a t  happened. 

Q Right  a f t e r  t h i s  l i t t l e  e v e n t  o f  16 March t h a t  
Task Force Barker  w a s  involved  i n ,  an a r t i c l e  came o u t  i n  
a newspaper, t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  1 1 t h  Brigade p u t  o u t ,  
The . T r i d e n t ,  something about  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  where 128 
VC were k i l l e d .  Do you remember r ead inq  anyth ing  about  t h a t  
o r  t h ink ing ,  about it? Remember s e e i n g  p a r t - of  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember r e a d i n g  any th ing  about  it, 
because of t h e  hour s  you worked. Get up i n  t h e  morning and you 
flew. When you come back you had two machineguns t o  c l ean ;  
you g o t  t o  p u l l  mainta inance on your s h i p  w i t h  t h e  crew c h i e f ,  
c l e a n  it up. By n i g h t f a l l  you j u s t  walk ove r  t o  t h e  EM c lub  
and ca t ch  t h e  movie. 

Q. You d o n ' t ,  have any i d e a  who t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  might 
be i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  h e r e ?  This photograph E x h i b i t  P-12, t h e  
crew c h i e f ?  

A, L e t  m e  t a k e  ano the r  look.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can re-
cognize him, sir. There is  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
f l i g h t  p l a toons .  
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Q This is  a 2d Platoon sh ip .  Were you i n  t h e  2d Pla-
toon? 

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon,  sir.  

Q This was a 1st Platoon s h i p ,  I beg your pardon.
B o t h  M r .  LIND and Lieutenant  GARBOW could have been i n  t h e  
1st Platoon. 

A. You wouldn't  have t h e  number of t h i s  s h i p ,  would 
you? That would h e l p  out  g r e a t l y .  

Q You n o t i c e  the  doors on t h e  t h i n g ,  both the  jump
doors and t h e  b i g  doors. Do a l l  t he  sh ips  have those  doors 
on? 

A. I t h i n k  a l l  t h e  t r i p l e  n i c k e l .  

Q You had t o  worry a l o t  about keeping those  doors 
shut .  

A. Not r e a l l y .  When you p u l l  t h e  l a t c h  down, it would 
s t a y  p r e t t y  secure ,  b u t  on C A ' s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  
t roops had a h a b i t  of grabbing hold  of t h e  door and p u l l i n g  
themselves i n .  

Q. On t h i s  day, t h i s  was a C&C sh ip .  How about the  
b ig  door? Was t h e  b i g  door always on? 

A, Yes, s i r .  I t  has a l i t t l e  c o t t e r  p i n  t h a t  holds 
it i n  p lace .  

Q - And then  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  and f i x i n g ,  t h a t  t h i n g
belonged t o  whom? 

A.  Me. 

Q. The gunners? 

A. Yes, sir ,  we would r e f u e l  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

Q. You don 't ever  r e c a l l  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Concerning any bad i n c i d e n t  o r  shoot ing  on o r  about 16 arch, 
o r  before  you l e f t ,  March through A p r i l  when you l e f t ?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I ' d  imagine it would be t h e  o f f i c e r s  f i r s t ,  t hen  it would go 
on t o  t h e  lower ranks.  

Q Can you t e l l  what rank t h i s  f e l low is here?  

A,  H e  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  h e ' s  wearing any. 

Q - Does it look l i k e  he 's wearing a mustache? 

A, W e l l ,  it could be,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say wi th  h i s  
mouth p i ece .  

Q Does he have anyth ing  on t h e  s i d e  of h i s  helmet 
t h e r e  t h a t  you can t e l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  it looks l i k e  it, r i g h t  where t h e  g l a s s  is ,  
bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  say i f  it is o r  no t .  

Q. Tha t ' s  n o t  t h e  way your helmet w a s  marked, was it, 
o r  was i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  mine was marked on the  l e f t  s i d e .  I had a 
corney phrase on it, b u t  l i k e  it could be a d e n t  o r  a s c r a t c h  
o r  anything.  Mine was done i n  magic marker. 

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  t h a t  looks a t  
a l l  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  from t h e  looks of a l l  t h e  pa tch  marks on it, 
i f  they a r e  pa tch  marks, un less  i t ' s  j u s t  a poor photograph. 
Well, on t h i s  guy 's  gun on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  he d o e s n ' t  have a 
b r a s s  c a t c h e r .  I can remember somebody who used t o  have a 
l o t  of messed up t a i l  r o t o r s  and h i s  name was STEWART, I believe.  

Q Does t h a t  look l i k e  STEWART t h e r e ?  

A. STEWART had a mustache. H i s  f i r s t  name was Freddy. 

Q - Does t h a t  look anyth ing  l i k e  STEWART? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  

Q - Apparently h e ' s  u s ing  a C r a t i o n  can t h e r e .  

(HEALY ) 2 6  APP T-359 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A,  Y e s ,  those b i s c u i t s  and peanut b u t t e r .  

Q - Does anybody use one of those? 

A, That was s tandard .  

Q Was STEWART a crew c h i e f ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you remember any of t h e  o t h e r  crew c h i e f s  t h a t  
were i n  t h e  company about March, who flew t h e  newer sh ips?  

A. Well, STEWART had a new ship .  H i s  w a s  209. Ours 
was 203,  and FINN, Sergeant FINN was an E-5. I f o r g e t  which 
one he had. I th ink  he had t r i p l e  n i c k e l .  

Q. T r i p l e  n i c k e l  wasn ' t  a new sh ip .  

A, No, it was p r e t t y  bea t .  I have photographs a t  home 
of the  major i ty  of t h e  people i n  the  p la toon,  s l i d e s .  I f  you 
want m e  t o  send them i n ,  I ' l l  send them. 

Q We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t rykng t o  g e t  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ind iv idua l  here .  I f  when you g e t  home you 
look a t  them and s e e  i f  you can recognize that man, and give 
Major APICI a c a l l .  We'd apprec ia te  it. 

A.  W e l l ,  I ' l l  send t h e  s l i d e s  down with t h i s  guy 
STEWART. Maybe you can do something with it i f  you want them. 

Q . Is STEWART s t i l l  i n  the  s e r v i c e ,  do you know? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I th ink  h e ' s  a t  F o r t  Rucker 
though, because he got  back from Nam. H e  s a i d  he l i v e d  i n  
Texas. 

Q. W e l l ,  I 've asked you a l o t  of ques t ions ,  HEALY; 
I would l i k e  t o  give you a chance t o  ask any ques t ion  t h a t  
you have o r  make any s ta tement  t h a t  you would l i k e  with 
r e fe rence  t o  what we have discussed.  

A. Well, a s  f a r  as t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it 
myself, i f  t h a t ' s  any help.  A l l  I can say is my a v i a t i o n  com-
pany w a s  squared away. We d id  a job; w e  d i d  it good. W e  
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d i d n ' t  go over  the  fence t o  t r y  and g e t  anybody o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was a good company and I was proud I was i n  
it, and I j u s t  d o n ' t  want t o  see  nothing t o  b r i n g  it down. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  anything d id  happen, it might no t  have 
been the  a v i a t i o n  company; it might have been t h e  t roops on 
the  ground. I t  could have been a  number of th ings  t h a t  could 
have occurred,  a r t i l l e r y ,  s o  t h a t ' s  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
a s c e r t a i n ,  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened. Well, 
anything e l s e  t h a t  you l i k e  t o  say? 

A. Well, I would l i k e  t o  be enl ightened on how a l l  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  how it has progressed ,  i f  i t ' i s  
p o s s i b l e ,  

Q. Well, t h a t  w i l l  a l l  be announced i n  due t ime as  soon 
a s  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  completed and I am sure  you w i l l  hear  about 
it. A t  t h i s  time we a r e  n o t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d i scuss  what hap- 
pened o r  what we know o r  anything e l s e .  What we a r e  attempting 
t o  do is  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  We thank you 
very much f o r  making the  t r i p  down here.  We apprec ia te  the  
f a c t  t h a t  you appeared here  today. We a p p r e c i a t e  your at tempt  
t o  r e c a l l  t h e s e  f a c t s  f o r  us. 

Well, I ' l l  send those s l i d e s  down. 

That would be f i n e .  

A. Of t h e  company, i f  you would l i k e  them. 

LTC PATTERSON: Yes, we would l i k e  t h a t  very much. This hearing 
w i l l  be adjourned: 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1500 hours,  1 2  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HRUDA, Kenneth R. CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  F i r s t  P la toon ,  
174th Avia t ion  Company. 

1. RECALL OF FLIGHT ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  c o p i l o t e d  t h e  CcC s h i p  f o r  
L ieu tenant  Colonel  BARKER on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  resupply ing  A Company wi th  food and 
water t h a t  a f t e rnoon  (pgs.  3 ,  6 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  he re-
ce ived  non-automatic s m a l l  arms f i r e  sou th  of t h e  Diem Diem 
River ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  near  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  w a s  q u i e t  
(pgs. 3 ,  17,  18 ,  21 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  BARKER and Major CALHOUN 
g iv ing  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s  and an ove r l ay  t o  t h e  A company 
commander, b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  hea r  any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  
(pgs. 4 ,  6,  7 ,  15 ,  22) .  The wi tnes s  be l i eved  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  l a s t  ove r l ay  f o r  BARKER t o  d i s t r i b u t e  (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  The 
wi tness  added t h a t  BARKER w a s  r a t h e r  coo l  du r ing  f i r e  f i g h t s  
and al lowed h i s  company commanders c o n t r o l  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  make an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  on t h e  ground a s  much a s  o t h e r  
commanders (pg. 19 ) . 
2 .  RADIO TRANSMISSIONS MONITORED. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER communicated wi th  t h e  
ground wi th  t h e  a i r c r a f t  r a d i o  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  monitored 
t h e  t r ansmis s ions ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  unusual  
(pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h i s  w a s  t h e  C&C s h i p  
t h a t  day,  even though it w a s  n o t  s o  equipped (pg. 8 ) .  
H e  added t h a t  BARKER had no PRC-25's wi th  him t h a t  day 
( ~ g *8) 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

( 
M- 20 1 

I 

DESCRIPTION 
T r a n s c r i p t  o f  Task 
F o r c e  Barker  .tape 

NOTES 
i ~ e n t i o n e d .  
I ~ u o t e d .  
I 

1
1 
I 

PAGES 
11 
12 ,13  

c e l l  aneous Scene 

u s  Scene 

_ Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
W i t  r ecogn ized  a 
Ratt ler  s h i p .  

10 

10 

I 

I 

cel larusous Scene -
Misce l l aneous  Scene 

l ~ h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  
I 

(shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
I 

(
I

1 
I 

25 

25 

- Misce l l aneous  Scene Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  25 

P- 39 Misce l l aneous  Scene Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  25 

P-41 

P-203 

P-205 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 
Pho to  of  s h i p s  l e a v i n g  
LZ U p t i q h t  

Photo  of  a i r c r a f t  

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
W i t  s t a t e d  it was 
176 th  s h i p .  
Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  

a 

25 

1 4  

10 
14 

P-206 
I 

Photo  of  Son My a r e a  

I 

l W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
cogn ize .  
Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  

I 

I 
10 
1 4  

P-207 Photo  o f  Son MY a r e a  
W i t  d i d  n o t .  
r e c o q n i  ze .  
Shown' t o  w i t n e s s .  

10 
1 4  

Jj&1 m a p  U t i l i z e d .  
2 t 3 t  
17  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0900 hours ,  2 1  February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  i s  CW2 Kenneth R. HRUDA. 

(CW2 Kenneth R. HRUDA was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn ,. and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  and Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number. 

Kenneth R. HRUDA, CW2;. Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  

RCDR : S t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
duty s t a t i o n .  

A. Warrant O f f i c e r ,  Aviat ion Sec t ion ,  Headquarters and 
Headquarters Ba t t e ry ,  Divis ion A r t i l l e r y ,  1st Armored Divis ion ,  
F o r t  Hood, Texas. 

COL WILSON: M r .  HRUDA, t h e  Peers  Inqui ry  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making recommendations 
concerning t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  i n  March 1968. In  conducting 
h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS determined it was necessary 
t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  oper- 
a t i o n s  which took p lace  i n  t h e  B/4/3 o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  near  
t h e  c o a s t .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  in te rv iew team, i n t e r -
view team C ,  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  personnel from B Company o r  per- 
sonnel who supported B Company during t h i s  opera t ion .  Your 
testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  
w i l l  be  prepared,  and a t ape  recording i s  a l s o  be ing  made. 
Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be con-
f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony may a t  some time 
be. r e l eased  t o  t h e  publ ic .  

Colonel NOLL, who i s  coming i n  now, i s  a l s o  a 
member of t h e  in te rv iew team. 

I ' d  l i k e  you t o  g ive  m e  your duty assignment on 
16 March 1968. 
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A. I was a r o t a r y  wing a v i a t o r  with t h e  1st Platoon 
of  t h e  174th Aviat ion Company, 14th  Ba t t a l ion .  

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  opera t ion?  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h e  d a t e s ,  and so  f o r t h ?  

A. I could no t  say exac t ly  what day it i s  when I 
spoke with somebody h e r e  over  t h e  phone. I do r e c a l l  support-
ing  t h e  company. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you exac t ly  which company 
it was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were suppor t ing  t h e  whole Task 
Force Barker opera t ion  with resupply,  C&C,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  colonel  
around, and, you know, j u s t  i n  genera l .  Few t h i n g s  s tuck  i n  
my mind, b u t  I s t i l l  do remember one of  t h e  landings t h a t  was 
descr ibed  t o  me over  t h e  phone. 

Q Let  me j u s t  t a k e  t h a t  map (Exhibi t  MAP-1) behind 
you and g ive  you a s h o r t  rundown and s o r t  of g e t  t h e  time 
p i c t u r e  squared away. Actual ly  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was both a t  
Dot t i e  and Uptight.  

A. Yes. 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  on t h e  opera t ion  on 
MAP-1.) 

Q - What we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  from you i s  whether o r  C 

no t  you went i n t o  t h i s  a rea  a t  t h a t  t ime, sometime i n  t h e  
morning, and whether you took demoli t ions i n  t h e r e  by t h a t  
br idge o r  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and i f  s o ,  what you saw. 

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  f l y  i n t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  
day. I never resuppl ied  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  small  a r e a  t h e r e .  
The resupply work I d id  t h a t  day was up i n  t h e  yellow a r e a  
up t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  even f l y  down t h a t  way, because 
when we d i d  t a k e  o f f  t o  t h e  south  of t h a t  a r e a  a f t e r  we--did 
t a k e  o f f  t o  t h e  south o u t  of t h a t  a rea  a f t e r  we--I d o n ' t  
remember what we dropped o f f ,  probably j u s t  food, and maybe 
exchanged some personnel ,  bu t  we d i d  t ake  o f f  t o  t h e  south.  
W e  d id  r ece ive  some heavy f i r e  from t h a t  a r e a .  We immediately 
banked, and dropped down i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  and went back o u t  over  
t h e  t roops  we j u s t  r e supp l i ed ,  and then climbed o u t  t o  the 
nor th .  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  knew we had people opera t ing  
t o  t h e  south  t h e r e ,  we j u s t  d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  any f i r e ,  j u s t  got  
o u t  of t h e r e  a s  quickly  a s  we could. 
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Q. You resuppl ied  A Company then.  

A.  I f  t h a t ' s  who was up t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  who w e  d id .  
We landed, it seemed t o  me, r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  j u s t  south of t h a t  
v i l l a g e  (po in t ing  t o  yellow a r e a  of MAP-1).  A s  soon a s  we 
crossed t h e  r i v e r ,  we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  f i r e ,  and we banked and 
came r i g h t  back up over them. When you t a l k e d  t o  me about t h e  
br idge  and t h e  explos ives  i n  connection with t h e  r i c e ,  i t  was 
t h i s  br idge  up h e r e  across-- that  b i g  long br idge  across  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  we landed on. 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  br idge  over  the--

Q M e  Dong River. 

A. Yes. 

Q - Up on t h e  extreme nor th ,  I t  c rosses  over  onto t h e  
Batangan Peninsula .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  was i n  support  of probably an e a r l i e r  
ope ra t ion  i n  which some engineers  were mopping up bunkers. 
There was t h i s  few, j u s t  a very few personnel  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e .  

Q .  When you resuppl ied  A Company down t h e r e ,  what did 
you t a k e  i n  t o  them? 

A. I r e a l l y  cannot abso lu te ly  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e  what 
I took t o  them, b u t  t h e r e  could have been some ammunition. 
I f  t h e r e  was, it was very l i t t l e .  I t  would have been j u s t  
l i g h t  arms. I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  heavy resupply of  ammunition very 
o f t e n .  No doubt it was probably j u s t  C-rat ions.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything unusual happening up t h e r e  
i n  t h e  A Company a r e a  a s i d e  from g e t t i n g  t h e  f i r e  south of 
the  r i v e r ?  

A. No, it was a l l  peaceful  up t h e r e .  They were s t i l l  
moving. I t  was t h e  noonday meal. P r imar i ly ,  it was water  t h a t  
we were b r ing ing  them, and o p e r a t i o n a l  o rde r s  f o r  t h e  nex t  day. 
The colonel  jumped o u t  and t a l k e d  with t h e  company commander 
and gave him an over lay  f o r  t h e  next  d a y ' s  ope ra t ion .  The 
water cans were d i s t r i b u t e d ,  and t h e  o l d  cans were picked up. 
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They s a i d  n o t  t o  go t o o  f a r  sou th  because they  had a--they 
s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  probably a l o t  of  enemy t r o o p s  t h e r e .  They 
were d r i v i n g  them up toward t h a t  way. We took  o f f  and found 
t h e  t roops .  

.
Q- W e l l ,  which c o l o n e l  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Colonel  BARKER? 

Q. Were you f l y i n g  him? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I w a s  t h a t  day. 

Q. T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  r i g h t ,  
t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you recal l  p u l l i n g  some c a s u a l t i e s  o u t  about  
0930? 

A. No, I d idn ' t--you see, t h e r e  was a confusion--a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of  confus ion  h e r e .  W e  had two s h i p s  working f o r  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  W e  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  ash and t r a s h  s h i p ,  
a s  i t ' s  commonly known i n  r e supp ly ,  and t h e  o t h e r  s h i p  was t h e  
C&C. The o t h e r  s h i p  g o t  t a n g l e d  up maybe p u l l i n g  o u t  t h e s e  
c a s u a l t i e s .  W e  p icked  up t h e  co lone l  back a t  D o t t i e  and f lew 
him o u t  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e s e  o r d e r s  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. What o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Down h e r e .  What t hey  w e r e  doing--you know, t h i s  
i s  something--this  happened i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  whatever t hey  w e r e  going t o  do,  how h e  was 
going t o  move h i s  pe r sonne l  around. 

Q. But  A Company w a s  i n  p o s i t i o n  on t h a t  r i v e r ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what t h e y  w e r e  do ing  
t h e r e .  A l l  I know i s  w e  dropped o f f  t h e  c o l o n e l  and t h e  
s u p p l i e s  and sa t  t h e r e  f o r  a few minutes till h e  came back,  
n o t  r e a l l y  a few minutes ,  n o t  more than  two o r  t h r e e .  H e  had 
a s h o r t  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  someone I took t o  be  t h e  company 
commander, and I g o t  him on board and took o f f .  What t hey  were 
doing t h e r e  o r  what t hey  w e r e  going t o  do, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
you a t  a l l .  
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Q a  
 You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  da te?  

A. No, I do no t .  I remember t h e  opera t ion  and t h e  
a rea ,  b u t  I couldn't--one day over t h e r e  i s  j u s t  l i k e  another  
day. 

Q- Do you have any way of f i x i n g  t h a t  d a t e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q. Through records o r  events?  

A. The records kep t  are j u s t  f l i g h t  t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  
I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  any permanent records  kep t  
on who flew f o r  what b a t t a l i o n  on each day, which one of  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  f lew f o r  which b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. They've had opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a rea  be fo re ,  BARKER 
had. In  f a c t ,  he had two opera t ions  down t h e r e  b e f o r e , ' a n d  I ' m  
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same 
opera t ion .  

A. Y e s .  

Q- A s  f a r  a s  I can determine from t h e  l o g s ,  A Company 
was i n  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h .  I n  
o t h e r  words, they weren ' t  moving a t  noon. 

A. No. Well, t h e r e  was no evidence of them moving 
when I landed. 

Q. I thought  you s a i d  it was- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was saying  they were n o t  dug i n .  
They were n o t  i n  t h e  per imeter  p o s i t i o n .  They had s e t  up an 
LZ, and they were more o r  less-- they were n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  
where they were going t o  move anywhere, you know. 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  They d i d n ' t  have t h e i r  packs on, and they  weren ' t  
s tanding  around l i k e  they 'd  be ready t o  move. I t ' d  t a k e  them .*about 5 minutes t o  ga the r  up t h e i r  goodies and go. 
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Q. Was t h i s  t h e  morning t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  a i r l i f t  went 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e  n ine  s l i c k s  were used t o  t a k e  t h e  two 
companies i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a rea?  

A. Yes. Well, I wasn ' t  p a r t  of t h a t .  

Q. But you know t h i s  i s  t h e  same day? 

A. L e t ' s  p u t  it t h i s  way. I knew t h e r e  was a CA 
going i n t o  t h i s  a rea  t h a t  day. When we do l i f t  somebody l i k e  
t h a t ,  w e  t r y  and give t h e  people a s h i p  o r  two on t h e  s i d e  
t h a t ' s  no t  p a r t  of t h e  l i f t  s o  t h a t  they can accomplish t h e i r  
adminis trat ive--anything they have a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  wi thout  break-
i n g  t h e  s h i p  away. Like i f  they had c a s u a l t i e s  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t  o r  had l o s t  an a i r c r a f t ,  they wouldn ' t  have t o  break 
up t h i s  f l i g h t  of s h i p s .  They could keep b r ing ing  t h e  t roops  
i n  while  we went i n  and took c a r e  of  evacuat ing  people o r  
g e t t i n g  our  own crews o u t  of  a downed a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Do you know what Colonel BARKER d iscussed  with t h e  
company commander of A Company? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know. A l l  I r e a l l y  can t e l l  you about 
t h e  whole d e a l  i s  what I monitor over t h e  r a d i o s ,  t h e  ones t h a t  
he  monitored. 

Q W e l l ,  what d i d  you monitor? 

A. There was noth ing  unusual a t  a l l  coming over  t h e  
r a d i o  a s  f a r  a s  ex t ravagant  amounts of people;  people being 
k i l l e d  were l i g h t ,  i n  o t h e r  words. There was no f a n t a s t i c  
b a t t l e  going on with rocke t s  shoot ing  through t h e  a i r  and a l l  
t h i s .  There was nothing r e a l l y  unusual about t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  I could s e e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q When BARKER was on your a i r c r a f t ,  was he communi-
c a t i n g  with h i s  ground fo rces  a t  a l l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  he  would have communicated through t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  rad io .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  have a PRC-25 with him? 

A. No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q. H e  was by h imsel f?  
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A .  No, sir ,  I th ink  t h e  S3 w a s  with him 

Q *  CALHOUN ? 

A .  A l i t t l e  s h o r t  major? 

Q* Y e s .  

A.  Yes. I remember him very we l l .  Everytime some-
th ing  would happen on one s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  h e  used t o  g e t  
up ou t  of h i s  s e a t  and run t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  
and cause t h e  whole a i r c r a f t  t o  t i p  t h a t  way. 

Q- Well, he was s o r t  of a hazard ,  wasn ' t  he? 

A. He was r e a l l y ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you. I f i n a l l y  cured 
him of it one day because he ran  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  air-
c r a f t  and I t i l t e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a t  a lmcst  a 90-degree-angle s o  
he was looking s t r a i g h t  down. H e  decided t o  g e t  back i n  h i s  

. s e a t .  

Q. Did t h i s  major f r equen t ly  f l y  with Colonel BARKER? 

A .  Almost every t ime a major,  and occas iona l ly  t h e  
sergeant  major,  would come along, too .  

Q. Well, how o f t e n  d i d  you f l y  t h e s e  two? Did you 
do t h i s  very o f t e n ,  o r  d i d  you fly--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Oh, probably a t  l e a s t  20  t i m e s ,  
i nd iv idua l  days,  p r i o r  t o  my separa t ion .  

Q. Why d i d n ' t  he use h i s  C&C s h i p ?  

A. On t h i s  day, t h i s  was t h e  C&C s h i p ,  b u t  on t h e  
days t h a t  it would be t h e  C&C s h i p ,  communication i s  n o t  
changed a t  a l l .  He s t i l l  opera tes  with a helmet through t h e  
a i r c r a f t  r ad io .  There wasn ' t  any s p e c i a l  console o r  r a d i o s  
t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  The Task Force Barker opera t ion  
is what you would c a l l  k ind  of a Mickey Mouse se tup .  

Q. Yes. 
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A .  Because they d i d n ' t  have any ba t t a l ion- -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t ,  I understand it. I 
remember now. There was no C&C sh ip .  He had a h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and I was t o l d  by h i s  communicator t h a t  he usua l ly  had about 
t h r e e  PRC-25's on t h e r e .  

A .  Yes. 

Q He'd communicate t o  h i s  forces  and wi th  t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  through t h e s e  and use t h e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  air-ground ne t .  

A .  You know, he d i d n ' t  c a r r y  those  a l l  t h e  time wi th  
him. They were k ind  of  loose  around t h e  a r e a  and hard  to--
they  d i d n ' t  work t o o  we l l  on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Well, what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me, though, i s  t h a t  you 
f requen t ly  flew him i n  a s h i p  which would be considered a com-
mand and c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  even i f  it wasn ' t  equipped t h a t  way? 

A. Yes, w e l l ,  it was c a l l e d  a C&C. Yes. 

Q Is t h a t  what it w a s  c a l l e d ?  I t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  C&C 
sh ip?  

A. Yes. 

Q - The day t h a t  you flew him i n t o  A Company, w a s  t h e  
s h i p  t h a t  you flew him i n  you r e f e r r e d  t o  as "ash and t r a s h "  
o r  was t h i s  considered t h e  C&C sh ip?  

A. Well, i f  having t h e  colonel  and t h e  s t a f f  aboard 
c o n s i t u t e s  a C&C s h i p ,  t h a t  was it. That was it, b u t  it was 
n o t  t h e  one designated t o  do t h a t  mission t h a t  day. 

Q I see .  

A. By t h e  mission t h e  morning I took o f f ,  t h a t  w a s  
n o t  my plan .  

Q. This  C&C s h i p  t h a t  was designated C&C s h i p  w a s  
somewhere e l s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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A. Y e s .  H e  g o t  i n t o  an emergency resupply  o r  some 
type  o f  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  The c o l o n e l  needed t o  g e t  o u t  
and g e t  h i s  o r d e r s  o u t ,  and h e  was t i e d  up. I d o n ' t  know. 
He could have been t i ed  up i n  an e x t e n s i v e  resupply  down 
t h e r e .  

Q The on ly  reason I ' m  p u l l i n g  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  o u t  i s  
some remote p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you might be  a b l e  t o  f i x  t h i s  
d a t e .  But I t h i n k  you've a l r e a d y  f i x e d  it. I t h i n k  we ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1 6 t h  of March. This  i s  t h e  day t h a t  t h e  
n ine  s l i c k s  went i n t o  D o t t i e  and p icked  up t h a t  group f i r s t ,  
and then  recovered  t o  Up t igh t  and p icked  up t h a t  group and 
took them i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  Th i s  i s  t h e  day t h a t  you 
took Colonel  BARKER t o  A Company. 

A. I w a s  wondering. Was it n i n e  s h i p s  t h a t  d i d  t h e  
whole d e a l ,  o r  d i d  t hey  s p l i t  up and some o f  them g e t  people  
a t  Upt igh t ,  some g e t  people  a t  D o t t i e ,  o r  d i d  b o t h  go a t  t h e  
same t ime? 

Q. W e  unders tand  t h a t  t h e  n i n e  s h i p s  went t o  each 
l o c a t i o n ,  and i n  two l i f t s  moved each company i n  t h e  same 
s h i p s .  

A. .,.. Y e s ,  w e l l - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They d i d n ' t  s p l i t .  

A. I t ' s  imposs ib l e  t o  g e t  n i n e  s h i p s  i n t o  Upt igh t .  
The re ' s  no way t h a t  you could  l a n d  w i t h i n  100 meters o f  t h a t  
h i l l .  W e  could  g e t  a maximum of  f i v e  s h i p s  i n  t h e r e ,  you know, 
a r e a l  t i g h t  squeeze l and ing  i n  t h e  t r a s h  dump; it was g r e a t .  
There w a s  j u s t  garbage and cans  f l y i n g  a l l  over  t h e  p l ace .  

Q- What ' d  you s a y ,  f i v e ?  

A. Five  would b e  t h e  maximum. W e  t r i e d  t o  keep it 
down t o  f o u r .  That  way t h e  f l i g h t  would have t o  be  s p l i t  up. 

COL WILSON: I t  may have been s p l i t  up. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I under-
s t a n d  t h e  t e r m  " s p l i t  up ,"  b u t  what I ' m  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  t h e  
same n i n e  a i r c r a f t  worked bo th  companies. A s  t o  whether when 
they  worked from Upt igh t  it w a s  s p l i t ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  
Poss ib ly  t h e  t a p e  r eco rd ing  on t h i s  t a p e  w i l l - -
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A. ( In terpos ing)  Well, I d e f i n i t e l y  was no t  i n  , the  
f l i g h t  t h i s  t ime. I never landed t roops  i n  t h a t  a r e a  r i g h t  
t h e r e  a t  anytime. I would say a  n i n e - a i r c r a f t  l i f t  would be 
a b a t t a l i o n  CA. 

Q I ' m  more concerned about t h i s  movement of Colonel 
BARKER t o  A Company. I show you Exhibi t  P-205. You s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l a s t  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h i s  photograph was what? 

A. T h a t ' s  a  176th a i r c r a f t  by t h e  t a i l  boom. There ' s  
s t r i p e s  of whi te  and a red  and a white .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  176th? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  markings, t h e  two whi te  
s t r i p e s  with a co lored  s t r i p e  i n  t h e  middle. The red  one 
belongs t o  the 176th.  Apparently t h a t  i s  a b a t t a l i o n  l i f t ,  
s o  t h e r e ' d  be a i r c r a f t  from four  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h a t .  This  
one i s  from t h e  176th out  of Chu Lai .  

& - Those two photographs, P-206 and P-237, a r e  t h e  
landing zone i n  t h e  B Company a rea  being s t r u c k  by t h e  gun-
s h i p s .  Now t h e r e ' s  another  photograph which shows, we b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  coming t o  LZ Dot t i e  (Exh ib i t  P - 2 6 ) .  Now, I d o n ' t  
suppose t h e r e ' s  anything you could recognize now. This  P--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well, I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  
whether it was o r  was n o t  D o t t i e  r e a l l y .  

Q But P-27 i s  supposed t o  be a photograph en  r o u t e  
wi th  C Company. A s  you know, t h e  o t h e r  was C Company. I ' m  
n o t  r e a l l y  asking you ques t ions .  I was j u s t  showing you t h e s e  
he re  t o  t r y  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  we've got  t h i s  day. This i s  another 
photograph of the--now the--photograph P-29 shows two a i r c r a f t  
landing on t h e  landing  zone by C Company, and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on 
t h e  nose of t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  t h e  i n s i g n i a .  

A. Yes, t h e r e  's  a R a t t l e r  a i r c r a f t .  

Q = Yes. 

A. Which would be 71s t .  

Q And I th ink  a dolphin i s  on t h e  o t h e r .  
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A. I t  could be,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. We were t h e  one 
company t h a t  complied with t h i s ,  you know, f u l l y  wi th  t h i s  
s t r i p e d  tailboom number. 

Q Yes? 

A. And befo re  they even got  a p i c t u r e  pa in ted  on t h e  
nose, they usua l ly  got  a s c r a t c h  i n  t h e  tailboom, and t h e  t a i l -
boom was j u s t  r e c e n t l y  changed. 

Q- There ' s  no s t r i p e s  on t h a t  one? 

A. No s t r i p e s  on i t ,  no. 

Q- According t o  a t ape  recording  t r a n s c r i p t ,  which 
i s  our  Exh ib i t  M-20, on t h e  day of t h i s  opera t ion  t h e r e  had 
t o  be a go-around i n  t h e  B Company landing  zone because t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  l i f t .  I t  was a go-around. You may have 
heard about t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  i s  something 
t h a t  you'd t a l k  about l a t e r  o r  not .  

A. Yes, I th ink  I do remember them t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Okay. And i f  you were i n  t h e  communications t h a t  
morning, t h i s  log--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  t h i s  was a b a t t a l i o n  l i f t ,  t h e r e  
was no doubt one of  t h e  company commanders l ead ing  it. 

Q. Yes. 

A It was probably t h e  company commander of t h e  
174th,  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  CA I r e c a l l .  

Q. Who was? 

A. Majo r  WHEAT. 

Q. Well, I know our  people have gone over  t h e  avi -
a t o r s  p r e t t y  thoroughly,  bu t  I ' l l  p u t  h i s  name down. 

A. This  was t h e  day he d i d  a r e a l  number on t h e  whole 
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format ion t h a t  day.  One t h i n g  you d o n ' t  do i s  t u r n  a s h a r p  
co rne r  when something l i k e  t h a t  goes wrong. H e  t u r n e d  r e a l  
s h a r p  and j u s t  about  t u r n e d  around 180 degrees  and f lew 
r i g h t  back,  s t r a i g h t  back through h i s  format ion.  The l a s t  
a i r c r a f t  c o u l d n ' t  hang on i n  t h e  end. 

Q. You mean on t h e  go-around? 

A. Y e s .  

Q On t h e  LZ go-around? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And t h a t  w a s  Major WHEAT? 

A. Major WHEAT. H e  made a s h a r p  co rne r .  This  was- -
f o r  him, t h i s  happened o c c a s i o n a l l y .  H e  used t o  joke about  
it and say  anybody who s t a y e d  w i t h  m e  t h a t  t i m e  i s  a r e a l  
a v i a t o r .  And h e  was r i g h t .  

Q Okay. One communication i s  t h a t  a t  0738 t h e  
second l i f t  o f f  completed. Now, t h a t  was t h e  C Company group 
t h a t  went i n .  Then Dolphin Lead r e p o r t e d  t h a t  on t h e  second 
s o r t i e  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ h e  r ece ived  f i r e  coming o u t  o f  one 
v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  on t h e  f i r s t  LZ;. w e ' r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about  
C Company. Coyote 6 t o  Dolphin Lead, t e l l i n g  him h e  should  
touch down 0815. A l l  r i g h t .  

Dolphin Lead: "This  i s  Lead. I had t o  make 
a go-around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  s t i l l  
s h o o t i n g  wh i l e  I w a s  on my approach and d i d n ' t  
want t o  l a n d  i n  t h e r e  when it w a s  going."  

Coyote 6 :  "This i s  Coyote 6 .  Roger. Rounds 
complete. Now you want m e  t o  go i n  and mark 
now? Over." 

Dolphin Lead: "Tha t ' s  a f f i rm . "  

And t h e n  Coyote 6 goes back t o  Lead and says :  

"LZ marked. 

Lead a sks  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  marker. Dolphin Lead s a i d  
yel low.  And t h a t ' s  t h e  s o r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was going on 
w i t h  t h e  LZ t h a t  morning. We're t a l k i n g  about  a t ime frame 
o f  about  0827 .  The reason t h a t  I brought  t h i s  up i s  because 
t h e r e  w a s  some communication h e r e  about t h e  second l i f t .  Now 
t h i s  i s  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Dolphin Lead and i t ' s  assumed t h a t  
Lead ' s  t a l k i n g  t o  PZ c o n t r o l :  

"The s h i p s  t h a t  have t h e i r  r o t a t i n g  beacons on 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  on ly  have f i v e  
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people on board. Can you send one more 
pax a f t e r  them?" 

And t h e r e ' s  a t ransmission from Dolphin Lead: 

"Six. I can t a k e  seven on a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
except  th ree .  I t ' l l  be s i x  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
w i l l  on...  t h a t  w i l l  have seven on board." 

And t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t .  

A. Was t h i s  the  r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  be ing  taped? 

Q- Y e s .  

A.  I d i d n ' t  know they d i d  t h a t .  

LTC NOLL: I t  w a s  an acc ident .  

1 A. Oh. I w a s  j u s t  saying,  i t ' s  a good th ing .  

COL WILSON: Now, does t h i s  l end  any information t o  what you 
were t a l k i n g  about ,  although i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  fol low because 
you d o n ' t  g e t  a l l  of  the  t ransmiss ions  here? I remember t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  about t h e  number of people on t h e s e  a i r c r a f t .  

--	 I t h i n k  t h i s  was a t  t h e  time t h a t  they were going back up t o  
Uptight.  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know anything about it. I d e f i n i t e l y  
was n o t  i n  t h a t  l i f t .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I was j u s t  th ink ing ,  you know, l i k e  having t h o s e  
guys pu t  t h e  r o t a t i n g  beacons on t o  t e l l  which a i r c r a f t  needed 
people on. I l i k e  t h a t  idea .  That 'd  be g r e a t .  

9. W e l l ,  we l e a r n  something every day, d o n ' t  we? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  s tandard  problem, though, where t h e y ' l l  
g e t  too  few people on a couple o r  t h r e e  a i r c r a f t ,  and it f o u l s  
up t h e  whole schedule t h e r e .  The f a c t  t h a t  they were c a r r y i n g  
seven p e r  a i r c r a f t ,  they were probably a t  a low f u e l  s t a t e .  
We d o n ' t  p u t  seven people on board wi th  a f u l l  l o a d  of f u e l .  
They were probably .down around 4 0 0  o r  500 pounds. 

Q. Well, a t  any r a t e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  day t h a t  they made 
t h a t  go-around t h a t  Major WHEAT almost pee led  through t h e  
column? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q- Is t h a t  t h e  day t h a t  you took  Colonel  BARKER 
i n t o  A Company? 

A. Apparent ly  it w a s .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One t h i n g  does b o t h e r  m e .  Tha t  
morning on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  show t h e  sky con-
d i t i o n s  be ing  j u s t  a p e r f e c t ,  b e a u t i f u l  day. According t o  
t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t  l i f t ,  it w a s  a l o t  o f  "scuz." 
There w e r e  low clouds  and fog  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  made t h i s  t u r n -
around a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i c u l t .  That  must have been t aken  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q- These are the-- the  turn-around a rea - - th i s  i s  t h e  
morning going from Upt igh t .  This  i s  photo P-203. T h i s  i s  going 
from Upt igh t .  Now, t h a t  g i v e s  you a photograph a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  l e f t  Upt igh t  by looking  back on Up t igh t .  
Th i s  i s  i n  rear group. T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  c l e a r  photograph.  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  must have been l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  SO, b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  P-204. 
Now, t h i s  P-205 was t h e  column en r o u t e .  That  g i v e s  you an 
i d e a  of  t h e  weather .  And P-206 i s  t h e  approach t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  
zone. And t h a t ' s  t h e  gunships  f i r i n g  on t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. 
T h a t ' s  P-207. So t h i s  g i v e s  you an i d e a  o f  t h e  weather  i n  t h e  
B Company area a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a long  l and ing  zone 2 ,  i f  you want 
t o  c a l l  it t h a t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q So it w a s n ' t  only-- i f  you look back a t  th i s - - look  
a t  t h i s  photo e n  r o u t e ,  it w a s  a l i t t l e  hazy.  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  no problem t o  f l y i n g ,  though. 

Q P-205? 

A. Right .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  any--now, I ' m  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a l k i n g  
about heavy c a s u a l t i e s  on any communication t h a t  may have gone 
on between Colonel BARKER and h i s  ground elements t h a t  morning. 
I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any communications t h a t  he may have had o r  
anything he  may have s a i d .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  hap- 
pened t h a t  we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know--don't have a complete i d e a  o f  
them. There was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  one u n i t  was supposed t o  go 
back through a v i l l a g e  t o  sweep it, t o  check t h e  body count.  
There was a ques t ion  of Shark 6 coming on and t e l l i n g  them n o t  
t o  do it. There was a question--not Shark 6--of Saber. 

A .  Saber? Who was Saber? Shark i s  t h e  gunships.  

Q- Shark is your gunships. 

LTC NOLL: Arnerical. 

COL WILSON: Arnerical--CG,.Arnerical Divis ion ,  coming i n  t h e r e  
and--

A.  ( In terpos ing)  That must have made t h e  a rea  e x c i t i n g .  

Q. There w e r e  a l o t  of  th ings  t h a t  happened t h a t  
were i n t e r e s t i n g  and not  j u s t  whether o r  no t  t h e r e  was l a r g e  
f i g h t i n g  going on. 

A .  That 's unusual r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q- But I ' m  asking i f  you remember any communications 
a t  a l l  t h a t  Colonel BARKER had with-- 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I wasn ' t  on t h e  n e t  t h a t  morning. 
I was on t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  t a s k s .  

Q. Saber 6. When Colonel BARKER got  o f f  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
he  d i d  t a l k  t o  t h i s  company commander, and he  d i d  give him an 
overlay.  

A .  Yes. That was h i s  l a s t  over lay  t o  d i s t r i b u t e ,  and 
he was k ind  of anxious t o  g e t  it o u t .  

Q. What o t h e r  overlays d i d  he  d i s t r i b u t e ?  
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A .  He d i d  d i s t r i b u t e  another  over lay .  I t  must have 
been with t h e  r e g u l a r  C&C a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Well, how do you know t h i s  was h i s  l a s t  one? 

A. Well, it was t h e  l a s t  one i n  h i s  hand. He s a i d ,  
"I 'm through; I ' v e  go t  it done." You know, "We're s t r a i g h t  
f o r  t h e  day,"  a s  he would p u t  it. 

Q What time was t h i s ?  

A. This  would have been i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  probably 
e a r l y  af ternoon.  I know it wasn ' t  l a t e .  

COL WILSON: Okay. L e t ' s  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  0945 hours ,  2 1  February 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1002 hours ,  2 1  February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

(Persons p r e s e n t  inc lude  LTG PEERS, COL WILSON, LTC 
NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS.) 

(Addressing 10) We've used those  t o  t r y  t o  b r i n g  back 
t h e  l o c a t i o n s  and so f o r t h  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  e x h i b i t  photographs).  
And M r .  HRUDA i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he took Colonel BARKER and Major 
CALHOUN i n t o  t h e  A Company a r e a  nor th  of t h e  Diem Diem River 
on t h e  1 6 t h ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  16 th .  He r e c a l l s  
r ece iv ing  f i r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  a month and a h a l f  from 
t h e  south s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  They had t o  make a  quick low-
l e v e l  e x i t  t o  t h e  nor th  a s  they departed.  Now he r e c a l l s  
a l s o  t h a t  Colonel BARKER had an overlay with him t h a t  he gave 
t o ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  t h e  company commander of A Company. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  they s h u t  down b u t  f o r  a few minutes, s o  I ' l l  l e t  you 
t a k e  it from t h e r e ,  s i r .  

I0 : I f  you would, show me where you landed nor th  of  
Diem Diem River t h e r e .  
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A. I t  was j u s t  about r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  (poin t -
i n g  t o  yellow a r e a  on M A P - I ) ,  somewhere i n  t h a t .  They had a 
b i g  open f i e l d  between--it w a s  a good d i s t a n c e  on one s i d e  
from where I landed by t h e  trees. They were c l o s e  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  and hamlets  around. 

Q- What kind of f i r e  d i d  you pick up? 

A. It w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  small  arms, nonautomatic. 

Q. Y e s ,  

A.  But it must have been from a t  l e a s t  a squad o r  
l a r g e r  s i z e  u n i t ,  because it came i n  j u s t  one b i g  vo l l ey  
and, you know, a l l  of  a  sudden. I t  then  t ape red  o f f ,  and it 
was no t  accura te .  

Q Yes. 

A.  It  was no t  t r a c e r .  It w a s  j u s t  a l o t  of  l i t t l e  
pops going by t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I t  sca red  us.  

Q. 1 know what you mean. W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e  on t h e  ground? id' you s t a y  on 
t h e  ground, o r  d i d  you t a k e  o f f  and come back? 

A. I s t ayed  on t h e  ground, and they  were u n l ~ a d i n g  
s u p p l i e s  and water  cans f o r  t h e  people on t h e  ground t h e r e .  
The colonel  g o t  o u t  and went over  and t a l k e d  t o  one of  t h e  
men. 

Q- Were you f l y i n g  a C&C s h i p  t h a t  day o r  a supply 
sh ip?  

A. I w a s  f l y i n g  a supply s h i p ,  sir. 

Q. Supply s h i p .  Wonderful. Do you know why he  
d i d n ' t  use h i s  C&C? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  why. I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  C&C was engaged i n  doing something e l s e  t h a t  was more 
important  a t  t h e  time. He had r e l e a s e d  it to--maybe it was 
resupplying t h e  people down south t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know. But 
h e ' d  r e l e a s e d  it f o r  them t o  do something e l s e .  
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Q - Well, t h a t  C&C s h i p ,  then ,  was probably t h e  one 
t h a t  went wi th  Captain KOTOUC t o  pick up t h o s e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
and s o  on from Uptight .  

COL WILSON: And we have a  record  of a L I N D  f l y i n g  t h e  C&C 
s h i p  t h a t  day. 

A. LLND? Dean LIND? Yes. 

Q. This  is  whom we have on record  f l y i n g .  

A. Have you t a l k e d  t o  him y e t ?  

Q. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h i s  i s  what our  records  show. 
(Addressing 10) M r .  HRUDA s a i d  t h a t  f r equen t ly  Colonel BARKER 
r e l e a s e d  h i s  a i r c r a f t  and then  took another  a i r c r a f t .  I t h i n k  
he had--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Usually he d i d n ' t  have t o  t a k e  
another  a i r c r a f t .  This  was an unusual th ing .  

Q I t  was? 

A. He was good a t  be ing  a b l e  t o  p lan  ahead, and he 
d i d n ' t  shake up easy.  Like t h e r e  could be something going on 
t h e r e .  H e  d i d n ' t  jump and run o u t  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was 
going on. He j u s t  k ind  of  s a t  back and l e t  them do what they 
were going t o  do. You know, a l o t  of your commanders t h e r e ,  
i f  they  had a whole f i r e  f i g h t ,  t h e y ' d  want t o  be r i g h t  on t o p  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r i g h t  now. But he more o r  less, I guess ,  j u s t  
l e t  t h e  o l d  company commanders j u s t  do whatever they  were going 
t o  do r a t h e r  than f l y  over  them and ha rass  them a l l  t h e  t ime. 

I 0  : Did you f l y  wi th  Colonel BARKER q u i t e  a b i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d .  I l i k e d  f l y i n g  w i t h  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. Yes. Did he  go down t o  s e e  h i s  companies very
o f t e n ,  g e t  on t h e  ground wi th  them? 

A. Not s o  much a s ,  say ,  Colonel FRANKLIN j u s t  t o  
t h e  south .  
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Q. Yes. 

A.  I f  they were on a opera t ion ,  he would go down and 
s e e  them, b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  make it a daily--you know, j u s t  every 
company has go t  t o  be seen ,  and they 've  got  t o  have an over l ay ,  
and they 've go t  to--I 've go t  t o  t a l k  t o  them a l l  pe r sona l ly .  

Q. So he  gave them q u i t e  a b i t  of l a t i t u d e  then ,  I 
guess t h a t ' s  what you ' r e  saying? 

A. Y e s ,  h e  d id .  He d i d n ' t  p u t  o rde r s  o u t  very o f t e n .  
Usually it w a s - - I  guess it was whatever they  were going t o  do, 
when they were CA'd o u t  t h e r e  it was a l r eady  planned o u t  f o r  
maybe t h r e e  o r  four  days ahead, I guess .  

COL WILSON: (Addressing 10) We went over  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
of  t h e  t a p e  wi th  him t o  s e e  i f  it would r e c a l l  anything. Th i s  
r e c a l l e d  t o  him t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a go-around. 

10: What d i d  you do t h a t  morning, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y .  I w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  no t  a 
p a r t  of t h e  CA. 

Q Y e s .  

A. I w a s  des ignated  an ash and t r a s h  s h i p ,  s o  I 
was probably j u s t  t ak ing  s u p p l i e s  o u t  t o ,  maybe, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
a c r o s s  t h e  road t h e r e  t o  t h e  west .  

Q Yes. I t  appears t h a t  your company--you belonged 
t o  t h e  174th ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q They provided two guns and n ine  s l i c k s  t h a t  morning. 

A. No, s i r ,  they d i d n ' t .  

Q. Well, according t o  t h e  record ,  they  provided them, 
b u t  i n  t h e  l i f t ,  they  p u l l e d  o u t  about four  of  t h e  s l i c k s  and 
those  w e r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  by t h e  176th and t h e  71s t .  

A. T h a t ' s  what I w a s  going t o  say ,  because some of  
t h o s e  a i r c r a f t  have got  176th markings. 
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Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Also,  n o t  on ly  t h e  176 th ,  which I 
t h i n k  were c a l l e d  t h e  Muskets? 

A. Oh, t h e  gunships  i n  t h e  176th?  The Muskets? 

Q Y e s ,  t h e  Muskets. And t h e  o t h e r  ones  w e r e  c a l l e d  
the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Rat t le rs .  

Q. R a t t l e r s .  Yes, t h a t  's r i g h t .  

A. F i r e b i r d s .  

Q- That  's r i g h t ,  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  gun under t h e  R a t t l e r .  

Q The 71s t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. The R a t t l e r s  o f  t h e  71s t  and the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The guns f o r  t h e  7 1 s t  w e r e  t h e  
F i r e b i r d s .  

Q. Y e s .  And what w a s  t h e  s l i c k s  f o r  t h e  176th?  

A. The Minutemen. 

Q Minutemen, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about ,  y e s .  

A. That  r i g h t  t h e r e  i s  unusua l ,  t h a t  we s u p p l i e d  
n i n e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  The f a c t  t h a t  I f lew t h a t  day,  i f  w e  s u p p l i e d  n i n e  
a i r c r a f t ,  i t ' s  unusual  t h a t  I wasn- i n  it. I h  n o t  r e a l l y  
s u r e  what w a s  going on t h e r e .  
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Q. I t h i n k  what t hey  wanted t o  do i s  u s e  you people  
t h a t  had been f l y i n g  around i n  t h a t  area s o  t h a t  you could  
perform t h e s e  t a s k s  because you knew t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  So they  
j u s t  p u l l e d  f o u r  o f  them o u t  and p u t  i n  t h e s e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  
because it w a s  a r o u t i n e  k i n d  of  a s s a u l t .  

A. W e  had something l i k e  t h a t .  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  o r  
more a i r c r a f t  i nvo lved ,  t hey  u s u a l l y  used t h e  whole b a t t a l i o n  
of  a i r c r a f t  because everybody,  you know, s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  whole 
d i v i s i o n ,  everybody has  g o t  a sh  and t r a s h  mi s s ions  and l i a i -
son miss ions  t o  do,  even when t h e r e ' s  a CA going on.  I t  t a k e s  
a real  b i g  o p e r a t i o n  t o  g e t  everybody i n  on it. 

COL WILSON: Our r eco rds  show t h a t  your  c o p i l o t  t h a t  day w a s  
GARBER . 
A. No. I w a s  c o p i l o t .  He must have been t h e  AC. 

Q. I mean t h e  AC. You f lew 6 . 2  hours .  W a s  t h a t  a 
normal day? 

A. That  w a s  normal t o  heavy. Normal f o r  t h e  t ime ,  
heavy f o r  t h e  whole y e a r  I w a s  ove r  t h e r e .  

10: S i x  hours  of  f l y i n g  i s  an awful l o t  o f  f l y i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  w e l l - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e s e  s h o r t ,  s h o r t  
jumps. Before--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Two days before--  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s n ' t  l i k e  i n  t h e  h igh lands  
where you might g e t  i n  an hour  and a h a l f .  

A. Y e s .  Two days b e f o r e ,  I f lew 11.4 h o u r s ,  approx-
ima te ly .  I t  w a s n ' t  on t h a t  f l i g h t  r e c o r d  t h a t  you asked m e  
t o  do t h e r e .  I t  g e t s  con fus ing ,  you know, b u t  looking  over  
t h e  f l i g h t  r e c o r d s ,  it w a s  a heavy p e r i o d  of  f l y i n g .  We d i d  
an awful  l o t .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I need. A l l  r i g h t .  Thanks f o r  
coming i n .  
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(I0 l e a v e s  t h e  h e a r i n g  room a t  t h i s  t i m e . )  

COL WILSON: Well,  u n l e s s  you can r e c a l l  something r ega rd ing  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  what w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  t h e  meeting which 
took p l a c e  between Colonel  BARKER, Major CALHOUN, and t h e  
company commander of  A Company--unless you r e c a l l  something 
s p e c i f i c  on tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. L ike  I say ,  I w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h e  whole t i m e .  

Q. Did CALHOUN g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i th  BARKER? 

A. Y e s .  H e  always d id .  H e  always went w i th  BARKER. 

Q- And t h e r e  was an o v e r l a y ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  you know 
about  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  probably Major CALHOUN 
would be  c a r r y i n g  i t ,  too .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q You took them back t o  D o t t i e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  
You d i d n ' t  go down i n t o  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I cannot  t e l l .  I d i d  n o t  go. I 
took  them o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  

Q You d i d n ' t  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. J u s t  b r i e f l y .  

I mean, b u t  you d i d n ' t  c r o s s  it a f t e r ?  

A. No. I wouldn ' t  know. I could  have s topped  by 
u p t i g h t  o r  gone s t r a i g h t  back.  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you f o r  
s u r e .  I d i d  n o t  go baclc i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  day. 

Q 0 Did you e v e r  hear of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inquiry 
being  conducted i n t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  any unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  by e i t h e r  B / 4 / 3  o r  C/1/20 on 16 ,  1 7 ,  18 ,  19 March? 
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A. No, sir ,  I never have. 

Q. Were you o r  anyone t h a t  you know e v e r  ques t ioned 
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  hear ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  I never have. 

Q. M r .  HRUDA, do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  
any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  t h a t  might a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, r e a l l y .  One t h i n g  t h a t ' s  always 
bothered me i s  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I saw i n  t h e  newspaper of t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s .  One p i c t u r e ,  I remember, o f  some dead c i v i l i a n s  
o r  dead people l a y i n g  on t h e  ground t h a t  were l i n e d  up t h a t  
reminded me of another  p i c t u r e  t h a t  Colonel FRANKLIN had. 
It was t h e  4 / 3 ,  you know, b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  was o p e r a t i n g  below. 
One of  h i s  u n i t s  was on loan t h e r e .  HP had on h i s  b u l l e t i n  
board a p i c t u r e  of an opera t ion  t h a t  they  had t h a t  was fu r -
t h e r  south  of t h i s  a rea .  I t  looked very,  very much s i m i l a r  
t o  one of  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  was p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

Q Who i s  Colonel FRANKLIN? 

A. He was t h e  4 /3  commander, t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  I be-
l i e v e  t h a t  was h i s  name. Anyway, it looked l i k e  t h e  p i c t u r e  
i n  t h e  newspaper was supposed t o  be t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  was 
d i f f e r e n t ,  a  completely d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion  t h a t  he  had. 
People t h a t  he  had happened t o  be  i n  some tunne l s  t h a t  he  
blew. They were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them o u t  with C S ,  and it d i d n ' t  
work ou t .  They had t h e  people e i t h e r  blow t h e  tunne l s  o r  
smoked t h e  tunne l s  o u t ,  and t h e  VC had taken c i v i l i a n s  i n  wi th  
them, apparent ly .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was something l i k e  1 2  casual -
t ies  on t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  what was t h e  purpose o f  p u t t i n g  t h i s  photo 
on t h e  b u l l e t i n  board? 

A. He j u s t  had photos of p r i s o n e r s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  p a r t  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  informat ion  over t h e r e  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  were t h e s e  VC k i l l e d  o r  what? 
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A .  Y e s .  They were l i s t e d  as--some o f  them w e r e  
d e f i n i t e l y  VC. The women t h a t  were w i th  them w e r e  l i s t e d  as 
VC sympath izers .  Obviously i f  they  were i n  t h e  t u n n e l ,  . they 
must have been e i t h e r  VC sympathizers  or--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Hostages.  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  people  that--you know, t h e  VC had s t i r r e d  
up such g r e a t  f e a r s  o f  t h e  American t r o o p s  go ing  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  
They s a i d  t h a t  t hey  must go i n t o  t h i s  o r  t h e y ' r e  going t o  be  
k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I f  t h e s e  people  w e r e  i n  t h e  t u n n e l s ,  how was t h e  
photograph made? 

A. This  w a s  a f t e r  t hey  p u l l e d  them o u t  o f  t h e  t u n n e l .  

Q Oh, I see. 

A .  According t o  him, t hey  appa ren t ly  d i e d  o f  su f foca -
t i o n  from t h e  smoke because  they  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  burned.  
They j u s t  p u t  some--I'm n o t  s u r e  how they  d i d  it. They s a i d  
napalm was dropped i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  t u n n e l .  They found 
weapons i n  t h e  tunnel- -

(2. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P u l l  t h e  oxygen o u t  o f  t h e r e  i n  a hurry .  

A .  I imagine it would. T h a t ' s  been b o t h e r i n g  m e  f o r  
a long  t i m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n  about  t h e  photographs
t h a t  you s a w .  They w e r e  t aken  by M r .  HAEBERLE. A s  t o  where 
t h e y  w e r e  t aken  and--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t h e r e ' s  n o t .  They look al l --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I mean t h e  a t r o c i t y  photographs 
t h a t  appeared i n  t h e  magazine t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  which 
were taken  by M r .  HAEBERLE. T h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n  about  where 
t hey  w e r e  t aken  o r  who a c t u a l l y  t h e  people  are--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I never  saw t h e  magazine. 

Q - I thought  you mentioned t h a t  you saw--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  This  was i n  t h e  newspaper. 


Q *  Oh. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know which ones you saw, b u t  

t h e  ones--the photographs t h a t  a r e  used i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  t h a t  
were taken i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  about where 
they were taken o r  who t h e  people were. I f  t h e r e  was such 
a photograph on t h e  b u l l e t i n  board of t h e  4 / 3  and i f  it was 
t h e  same photograph, we'd be very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. And 
I ' l l  show you-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, it looked f a m i l i a r ,  and it 
bothered me t h a t  they used something i n  t h e  newspapers, a 
photograph of some o t h e r  opera t ion  t o  kind of p lay  up t h i s  
My La i  d e a l .  

Q. I j u s t  want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  we 're-- that  t h e  photo- 
graph--this is  P-41,  which i s  a photograph of people along t h e  
traile Is that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. 

Q. T h a t ' s  no t  t h e  photograph you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about. 
This  i s  P-39, which i s  another  photograph. 

A. No. 

Q. And t h i s  i s  P-34. 

A .  No, t h a t  wasn ' t  it. 


Q - Which i s  no t  t h e  photograph you were r e f e r r i n g  t o .  


A .  No. 

&. P-32 i s  not  the photograph. There a r e  some bodies 
along t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e  on P-31. 

A .  No. That 's--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Those a r e  t h e  photographs, I t h i n k ,  
tha t - -

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  not  t h e  one a t  a l l  because 
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t h e s e  people  were j u s t  l i n e d  up heads p o i n t i n g  a l l  t h e  same 
way where t h e y ' d  been dragged o u t  of  t h e  t u n n e l ,  and they  
h a d n ' t  been s h o t .  You could  s e e  t h a t .  They were l y i n g ,  you 
know, c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  l i n e d  up. 

Q I d o n ' t  know. Do you remember t h e  newspaper, t h e  
d a t e  of  i t ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t .  I t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  a y e a r  ago. 

Q W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  I d o n ' t  
know t h a t  it does--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Probably it h a s n ' t  g o t  any th ing  
t o  do w i t h  i t ,  r e a l l y .  

Q W e l l ,  anytime w e  f i n d  a photograph when w e  t a l k e d  
t o  peop le ,  w e ' r e  always t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
one. 

A. Wel l ,  i t ' s--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i s n ' t  an 
a t r o c i t y ,  what you d e s c r i b e d ,  

A. W e l l ,  you know, t h e r e  a r e  s o  many s i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  
t h a t  t h a t  happen a l l  ove r  t h a t  a r e a  and every  o t h e r  area. 

Q • Do you have any th ing  e l s e ,  M r .  HRUDA? 

No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You're o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t . i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  du ty  
o r  as you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a  competent  j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. And w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  
coming. 

A. Thank you,  s ir .  

Q Thank you very much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1020 hour s ,  21 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: L I N D ,  Dean C. 

DATE OF TESTIZ4ONY: 9 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  F i r s t  Platoon,  
174th Assau l t  Hel icopter  Company.. 

1. WITNESS' ACTIONS ON 1 6  MARCH 1968. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  t h e  C&C s h i p  f o r  
Lieu tenant  Colonel BARKER (pg. 7 ) .  H e  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ 
Do t t i e  s h o r t l y  be fo re ,  or a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  l i f t  
s h i p s  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was being 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  i n  h i s  s h i p  (pgs . 9 ,  
44).  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  some of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  heavy prep 
f e l l  on t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  area (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  opined t h a t  
there w a s  some problem a d j u s t i n g  t h e  f i r e  (pgs.  10,  11). 
Afte r  recount ing  some of the e a r l y  a c t i o n  of t h e  Sharks 
engaging VC, the witness  t o l d  of see ing  many people moving 
down Highway 521 (pg. 1 4 ) .  La te r ,  he r e c a l l e d  see ing  
q u i t e  a few bodies  t o  the south of My L a i  ( 4 )  and hear ing  
some comment about  t h e s e  bodies  over  t h e  r a d i o  (pgs. 15,  
1 6 ) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ ~ o t t i ef o r  
r e f u e l i n g  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he be l ieved  BARKER went t o  t h e  
TOC whi le  they w e r e  t h e r e  (pg. 21) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a t  My 
Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  t h e r e  was some "havoc going on," b u t  t h a t  any 
r e s i s t a n c e  which w a s  m e t  d i d  n o t  l a s t  long (pg. 24) . The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  near  My Lai ( 4 )  he noted 
t h e  v i l l a g e  was pretty much to rn  up and smoldering 
(pg. 39) .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  making a 
dus tof f  with  h i s  C&C s h i p  t h a t  morning (pg. 2 5 ) ,  b u t  l a t e r  
i n  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  he  seemed t o  vaguely r e c a l l  t h e  dus to f f  
of a s l i g h t l y  wounded, colored e n l i s t e d  man (pgs.  26-29). 
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Y e t ,  h e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  1 5  t o  20 b o d i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  where 
h e  l anded  (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  no ted  most o f  t h e  b o d i e s  w e r e  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  b u t  few men ( p g . 3 2 ) .  hey were 
grouped t o g e t h e r  and,  t h e  w i t n e s s  op ined ,  " t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  
have been t h a t  many" (pg .33) .  The w i t n e s s  remembered t h a t  
t h e  wounded man w a s . f l o w n ,  n o t  t o  Ky Ha, b u t  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  H e  r e c a i l e d  speak ing  t o  CARTER and t h e  crew 
a t  LZ ~ o t t i ea b o u t  t h e  number o f  b o d i e s  (pgs .  36,  37,  4 1 )  . 
2. WITNESS' ADDITIONAL RECALL AFTER HEARING TAPE OF 
RADIO TRANSMISSIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  was g i v e n  a  t r a n s c r i p t  of  t h e  t a p e  of 
r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  moni tored  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
TOC and a l lowed  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t a p e  o f  t h o s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
( P ~ S  49, 5 0 ) .  H e  d f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  f l ew t h e  C&C s h i p  of 
BARKER on 16 March 1968 (pg.  51) . H e  a g a i n  r e c a l l e d  
BARKER l e a v i n g  t h e  s h i p ,  when it once  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  (pg.  5 2 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER's s h i p  was 
t h e r e  when h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  r e f u e l  ( p g s .  53 ,  5 4 ) .  He a l s o  
remembered a n  i n s t a n c e  when h i s  s h i p  was t o  check some 
peop le  a t  a c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n .  They were g i v e n  i n c o r r e c t  
c o o r d i n a t e s ,  b u t  were a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  (pgs .  5 9 ,  6 0 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  a r a d i o  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  of  BARKER w i t h  someone of h i g h e r  r a n k  abou t  
" q u i t e  a few o f  them g e t t i n g  k i l l e d , "  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  re-
member a n y t h i n g  more s p e c i f i c  (pgs .  62 ,  63) . H e  t e s t i f i e d  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  a c u r t  o r d e r  t o  " s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g "  
(pg* 65) 

3. THE WITNESS' KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  c o u l d  r e c a l l  no rumors a b o u t  a n  i n c i d e n t  
a t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  However, h e  r e c a l l e d  a c c u s a t i o n s  of  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  by t h e  Sharks .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was some d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  BARKER i n  t h e  s h i p  on 16 March 
a b o u t  what t h e y  had s e e n  (pg.  4 1 )  . The t o p i c  was t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  of  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg .  4 1 )  . H e  seemed t o  r e c a l l  
BARKER speak ing  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  someone on t h e  ground 
(pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  someone i n  t h e  Warlords a l s o  noted  
t h a t  t h e r e  was t o o  much k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  4 6 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  n o t i f y  anyone o f  t h e  b o d i e s  he 
had s e e n ,  o r  of h i s  o p i n i o n  of t h e  magnitude of  t h e  k i l l i n g  
s i n c e  h e  knew t h a t  BARKER and someone s u p e r i o r  t o  him knew 
o f  it (pgs .  63 ,  65,  6 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES . . PAGES 

1 Transcript of Task Forcei I 
0 I Barker tape twit read. 1 49 

I I - 7 1 Instructions to witness Read by witness. 1 
Wit could not 

- CARTER'S dustoff positively identify 30 

1 ~X~TRR'S- dustoff 1 positively identifd 
I I 

Wit could not 
30 

C-R's dustoff Wit recognized. 31 

I MwJlaneous Scene 
-

I called: 
Wit vaguely re- 

1 40
I BERNHARDT's photo as he 1 Wit could not re- I - ted WL& (4) area call. 42 

P-45 Aerial photo Wit oriented. 33 


P-49 Photos of U.S. personnel Wit thought the 11 

thru persons tamlllar. 


P-195 Photo of My Lai (4) Wit recognized. 11 
Wlt recognized 

P - N ~photos of U.S. personnel BARKER, LIPSCOMB. I 21 
I I I 

P-194 Photo of LTC BARKER I Wit recognized. 21 
I I 

MAP-? Map 6739 I1 (small sca1e)Wit oriented. 3 


Utilized. 11 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0810 hour s ,  9 February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a i i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Dean C. LIND, 

(MR LIND was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

W i l l  you s ta te  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
address  ? 

A. Dean C. LIND. I j u s t  g o t  o u t  of t h e  Army -about a 
week ago,  and I ' m  going t o  t o u r  Europe. Then I ' l l  be re -
s i d i n g  i n  Minnesota,  Rural  Route 1, Winthrop , Minnesota. 

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  LIND, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
E x h i b i t  M-57? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I have. 

.Q Do you unders tand those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q . Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q A s  I unders tand  it ,  you have n o t  r e c e i v e d  any le t -
t e r s  from t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army o r  any members t h e r e o f  wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  any t r i a l s  o r  appearances  b e f o r e  any t r i b u n a l s  o f  
any s o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q -. M r .  LIND, would you s ta te  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  u n i t  
t o  which you were a s s igned  i n  March, 1968, i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Army? 
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A. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th A s s a u l t  H e l i c o p t e r  
Company a t  Duc Pho, Vietnam. 

Q - When w e r e  you ass igned  t o  t h a t  u n i t ?  

A .  I w a s  a s s i g n e d  i n  November, 1967. 

Q And you s t a y e d  wi th  t h a t  u n i t  d u r i n g  your  e n t i r e  
t o u r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r .  I had p rev ious ly  been a s s igned  t o  t h e  
71s t  A s s a u l t  Company a t  Chu La i ,  and I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d .  

Q How long  w e r e  you w i t h  t h e  71s t  p r i o r  t o  your 
t r a n s f e r ?  

A. Four and one-half  months, s i r .  I g o t  t h e r e  i n  
J u l y  1967. 

Q Then you w e r e  wi th  t h e  174th  from November 1967 
u n t i l  J u l y  19687 

A. Righ t ,  s ir ,  I extended.  I went home i n  June.  I 
l e f t  t h e  174 th  i n  June ,  and t h e n  I came home f o r  a month, and 
I went down t o  the D e l t a  t hen ,  t o  t h e  336th a t  Soc Trang. 

Q What w e r e  your  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  174th  between November 
1967 and June  1968? 

A. I w a s  a l i f t  p i l o t  of a s l i c k  s h i p  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q You f l ew  w i t h  t h e  l i f t  p l a toons?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q With t h e  same p la toon?  

R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q - That  w a s  t h e  2d P la toon  o r  1st P la toon?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  2d P la toon .  

-. 
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Q Was L i e u t e n a n t  MILLIKIN your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  o r  
Captain  NEUMANN? I 

L i e u t e n a n t  MiLLIKIN. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  1st  P la toon ,  t hen ,  

A. Okay. 

Q Have you had an oppor tun i ty  s i n c e  we c a l l e d  you on 
t h e  t e l ephone  t o  check your i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r e c o r d s ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  

Q To a s c e r t a i n  how much t i m e  you f lew on o r  about 
16 March? 

A. I checked them, and I had 9.6 hours  t h a t  day. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o r ~of whom you f lew w i t h  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. Not p o s i t i v e l y ,  s i r .  I s e e m  t o  remember a f t e r  
t a l k i n g  t o  you, I t h i n k  I probably was f l y i n g  C&C t h a t  day,  
I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e  a t  t h e  moment. And it w a s  ve ry  l i k e l y  wi th  
Captain  GARBOW. 

Q- The r e c o r d  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  Capta in  GARBOW f lew 9.6 
hours  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you MAP-5, which 
i s  a 1:50,000 map of t h e  a r e a  i n  which an a s s a u l t  by Task 
Force Barker was conducted on 16 March 1968. 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t s  
MAP-5, P-1, and P-45. ) 

Do you f e e l  comfor tab le  w i t h  t h e  map and t h e  
aerial  photo now, s i r ?  

A. Right .  

Q .- On t h e  1 5 t h  of March, General  LIPSCOMB, t h e  com-
mander of t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  d e p a r t e d  i n  a change of 
command ceremony t h a t  occur red  a t  about  0930 hours  i n  t h e  
morning. 
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A. Right .  

Q Colonel  HENDERSON took over  command of t h e  b r i g a d e  
on t h e  15 th  of March. Do you r e c a l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember t h e  change of command 
ceremony. 

Q Okay, t i m e  frame-wise t h i s  occur red  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  
and I t e l l  you t h i s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  assist you i n  your recal l  
of t h e  e v e n t s  we are going t o  t a l k  about .  One of Colonel  
HENDERSON'S f i r s t  a c t i o n s  on t h e  1 5 t h  was t o  g e t  o u t  and s e e  
what w a s  going t o  occu r  on t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h  of March. 
I t  s o  happened t h a t  Task Force  Barker ,  a composite o rgan iza-
t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  r i f l e  companies, one from each o f  
t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  had been p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  January  and was 
opera. t iona1,  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of LZ D o t t i e  up t o  t h e  no r th .  

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q. LZ D o t t i e ,  a s  you r e c a l l ,  is  j u s t  e a s t  of Route 1. 
The a f t e rnoon  of 15 March, Colonel  HENDERSON went t o  LZ D o t t i e  
and r e c e i v e d  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
w a s  t o  conduct  t h e  n e x t  day. A t  a l a t e r  t ime t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  
a f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON had f i n a l l y  given h i s  approva l  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  Task Force  Barker had an o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  f o r  
t h e  u n i t s  w i t h i n  Task Force  Barker and t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  were t o  
suppor t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  I ' m  re-
f e r r i n g  t o  h e r e .  This  b r i e f i n g  w a s  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  on 
1 5  March. We have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  a t t e n d e d  by 
L ieu tenan t  MAGNO and L ieu tenan t  M I L L I K I N  o f  t h e  174th.  W e  
a l s o  have evidence t a  b e l i e v e  e i t h e r  t h a t  evening o r  very  
e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning is  when t h e  174 th ,  t h e  u n i t  t o  which 
you were a s s igned ,  was b r i e f e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  
miss ions  a s s igned .  

A. That  w a s  probably t h e  n igh t - -usua l ly  we had ou r  
b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h e  evening.  

Q With t h e  1 5 t h  of March be ing  t h e  day of t h e  change 
of command, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  1 5 t h  e s p e c i a l l y ?  
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A .  I remember t h e  change of command, I know we d i d n ' t  
f l y  t h a t  morning. Most of us d i d n ' t ,  because w e  were watching 
the change of command. I remember t h a t .  I c a n ' t  remember a 
b r i e f i n g ,  though. 

Q The b r i e f i n g  probably would have c o n s i s t e d ,  i n  es-
sence, of t h e  fol lowing.  Task Force Barker w i l l  conduct a 
combat a s s a u l t  mission i n t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e  
a rea .  Two r i f l e  companies w i l l  be a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  , h 7 0  L Z ' s .  
The t h i r d  r i f l e  company of Task Force Barker w i l l  walk i n t o  
blocking p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h e  nor th  on the  n i g h t  and e a r l y  morn-
ing  of 1 6  March. A Company, t h e  company des ignated  t o  walk 
i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  w i l l  go i n t o  a blocking p o s i t i o n  j u s t  t o  the  
nor th  of t h e  Diem Diem River.  C/1/20 w i l l  be combat a s s a u l t e d ,  
g e t t i n g  i n  a t  about 7:  30 hours i n  t h e  morning i n t o  an a rea  
j u s t  t o  t h e  west of My Lai ( 4 )  . B/4/3, subsequent t o  the  
a s s a u l t  of C/1/20, w i l l  be a s s a u l t e d  somewhere t o  the  nor theas t  
of P i n k v i l l e ,  south  of 521. The scheme of maneuver would 
be f o r  C/1/20 t o  push t o  the  eas t -nor theas t ,  B/4/3 t o  a t t a c k  
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  Ply Lai ( I ) ,and t h e s e  two u n i t s  t o  jo in  up 
and f o r c e  t h e  suspected Vie t  Cong, t h e  48th Local Force Bat-
t a l i o n ,  a g a i n s t  the  blocking fo rces  of A/3/1 nor th  of the  
D i e m  Diem River. 

A. We never c a l l e d  it P i n k v i l l e .  I remember hearing--
we--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  you c a l l  i t ?  
% 

A. I c a n ' t  remember names t h a t  wel l .  I d o n ' t  remember 
c a l l i n g  it anything. But I remember on t h e  map t h a t  a rea  was 
a l l  nothing bu t  s t a g  t r e e s  s t i c k i n g  up. I remember t h a t ,  t h a t  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and I remember something--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Perhaps t o  a s s i s t  i n  your r e c a l l ,  
e a r l i e r  than  t h i s ,  while  General LIPSCOMB had command of t h e  
br igade ,  a c t u a l l y  around 23 February, Task Force Barker 
had gone i n t o  t h i s  a rea  and had go t t en  p r e t t y  badly chopped up. 

A. Right. I remember haul ing medevacs on t h a t  one. 
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Q. And one of  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s  h e r o i c a l l y  s t a y e d  i n  
t he  a r e a  and r e c e i v e d  a DSC. They had taken  q u i t e  a few 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  and r e a l l y  h i t  them f a c e  t o  f a c e .  That  w a s  i n  
February,  and t h i s  w a s  t h e  nex t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  were going 
i n t o  t h i s  area. 

A, I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I a lmost  t h i n k  I re-
member m a k i n g - - ~ ~ ~  s a i d  something about  a smoke run.  I a l -
most t h i n k  I remember making a smoke run  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I 
c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  remember t h a t  a r e a .  I f  I made it i n  t h i s  
one, I ' d  have had t o  have made it i n  t h a t  one. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  w a i t  u n t i l  w e  g e t  t o  it he re .  The 
a s s a u l t  w a s  p lanned f o r  0730 hours  i n  t h e  morning a s  f a r  a s  
C/1/20 i s  concerned i n t o  t h e  LZ j u s t  west  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and 
was t o  be preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  prep  and, of c o u r s e ,  gun-
s h i p  suppres s ion  runs  accompanying t h e  s l i c k s .  

A. I remember a heavy a r t i l l e r y  p rep  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
I ' m  s u r e  most ly  My L a i  and a l s o  around t h i s  a r e a  c a l l e d  Pink- 
v i l l e .  I know we had heavy a r t i l l e r y .  

Q - Do you remember your a c t i o n s  on t h i s  morning of  16 
March as f a r  a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? I n i t i a l l y ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
walk through t h e  whole day. 

A. 1% n o t  s u r e  I can remember t h a t .  

Q. W e  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  s l i c k s  were scheduled 
t o  d e p a r t  Duc Pho a t  0645 hours .  The guns,  t h e  Sharks ,  w e r e  
t o  fo l low,  and t h e  s l i c k s  were t o  go t o  LZ D o t t i e  and,  as re-
s u l t  of a l a t e  change, were t o  be augmented by R a t t l e r s  of t h e  
7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company and perhaps  even a Premo, ope of  t h e  
Premo Hueys from t h e  11 th  Brigade.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  aero-scout  
company, o r  B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  was t o  o p e r a t e  
a s  a s c r e e n i n g  f o r c e  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  
g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  Quang Ngai River  n o r t h  of Highway 521, 
and w e r e  c a l l e d  Warlords. On t h e  morning of 16 March, 
indeed,  t h e  s l i c k s  from t h e  174 th ,  t h e  Dolphins,  and t h e  
R a t t l e r s  were jo ined  up a t  LZ D o t t i e  s o  t h a t  they had a l a r g e  
number of s l i c k s  now, n i n e  t o  be e x a c t ,  a s  b e s t  we can d e t e r -
mine. They made t h e i r  f i r s t  l i f t ,  f u l l  p i t c h ,  and were joined 
by t h e  Sharks ,  f l y i n g  i n  a Eormation, vees  of t h r e e ,  n i n e  
s l i c k s  i n  t r a i l ,  g e n e r a l l y  sou th  o u t  of LZ D o t t i e  down 
along Highway 1. They then  came i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
and made t h e i r  touchdown a t  about  0730 hours .  That  a r t i l l e r y  
prep  w a s  f i r e d  a s  planned.  Do you r e c a l l  be ing  
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a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 1 6  March e a r l y  i n  the  morning and see ing  t h i s  
number of s l i c k s ,  o r  watching them come i n ,  o r  any a c t i v i t i e s  
t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I'm t r y i n g  t o  remember where it was t h a t  we would 
land,  s e t  down a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  probably r i g h t  down, r i g h t  along 
Highway 1, between Highway 1 and t h e  f i r e  support  base. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t he  Task Force Barker TOC t h e r e  a t  
LZ Dot t i e?  

A. No, sir,  no t  r i g h t  now I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  van f o r  B Company, 123d, where 
they operated? 

A. Say again p lease?  

Q. The van, where t h e  aero-scouts ,  t h e  Warlords, oper-
a t e d  from t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. The van? I remember r i g h t  h e r e  t o  t h e  nor th  was main 
headquar ters ,  and r i g h t  over he re  we had a l i t t l e  r e f u e l i n g  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-5) . I remember t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  

where t h e  gunships were rearming, and I b e l i e v e  they j u s t  b u i l t  
t h a t  n o t  too  long before  t h a t  because I almost t h i n k  a l o t  of 
it was s e t  up f o r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken. 

Q A s  I understand it, t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad was on the  
sou theas t  corner  of LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Right ,  sir,  I be l i eve  so.  

Q. And t h e  headquarters  was j u s t  t o  t h e  nor theas t  of 
t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad? 

A. Right,  it was. They'd b u i l t  it up wi th ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
a C a t e r p i l l a r  o r ,  something. 

Q Was t h e r e  a l i t t l e  he l ipad  t h e r e  by t h e  headquarters?  

A. There w a s  a l i t t l e  he l ipad  r i g h t  down t h e r e ,  I 
guess,  between t h e  two f o r  t h e  C&C sh ip ,  sandbags. I remember 
t h a t  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken-- i t ' s  very cloudy i n  my mind, but  i f  
I d id  have C&C t h a t  day, I s o r t  of remember something about we 
w e r e  up t h e r e ,  n o t  t o o  long be fo re ,  bu t  some t ime before  the  
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s l i c k s  went up t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  s l i c k s  s h u t  down f o r  
a t ime ,  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  There was some s o r t  of b r i e f i n g  
o r  something, and b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was o v e r ,  t h e  C&C s h i p  
took o f f .  I f  I 'm n o t  mis taken ,  w e  c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  
Colonel  BARKER d i d  from t h e  back s e a t ,  and we made t h e  f i r s t  
pass .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s h u t t i n g  down a t  D o t t i e  and w a i t i n g  
for Colonel  BARKER, o r  d i d  you j u s t  go t o  f l i g h t  i d l e ?  

A. I don' t r e c a l l  any b r i e f i n g .  I almost  t h i n k  we 
j u s t  went t o  f l i g h t  i d l e .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Did you a r r i v e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  very  long ,  maybe about  t h e  
same t i m e  o r  n o t  ve ry  much be fo re .  

Q. Then Colonel  BARKER came aboard? 

A. I t h i n k  Colonel  BARKER w a s  aboard.  I know he had [ 

an a r t i l l e r y - - a  man from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  branch t h a t  was a long ,  f 

and he was d i r e c t i n g  a r t i l l e r y .  .1 

Q Do you remember what t h i s  man's name was? c 
A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  I wonder i f  it was--maybe n o t .  
I t  almost  seems l i k e  t h e r e  was somebody e l s e  t h a t  was new. There 
w e r e  two people  t h a t  w e r e - - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h i s .  There might 
have been two people  w i th  a r t i l l e r y ,  and one of them was new, and 
t h e  o t h e r  one was maybe g e t t i n g  ready t o  l e a v e  o r  something,  be-
cause  it seems something l i k e  one w a s  t r a i n i n g  t h e  o t h e r ,  i f  t h a t ' s  
t he  same th ing .  I'm n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t  a t  a l l  e i t h e r .  

Q - W e l l ,  do you remember t h e  names of  e i t h e r  one of  t h e  
two men? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Would you remember them i f  you heard  them? 

A. I probably wouldn ' t? 

Q - L i e u t e n a n t  VAZQUEZ? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q . Did you know Captain  KOTOUC? 
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A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
r e a l l y  offhand,  no. 

Q - So you f e e l  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  a t  D o t t i t ,  and Colonel 
BARKER and perhaps two o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  came aboard. Then you 
took o f f .  Did you t a k e  o f f  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s l i c k  s h i p s  t a k i n g  o f f ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  a f a i r  amount.of t ime, because I remember 
an a r t i l l e r y  prep.  

Q - Where were you when you observed t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. We were j u s t  t o  t h e  south.  I b e l i e v e  we were making--
I t h i n k  we went some over h e r e  f o r  a  whi le  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and they 
had an a r t i l l e r y  prep the re .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which came f i r s t  and 
which came a f t e r  p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q. Well t h e  f i r s t  a r t i l l e r y  prep  went i n t o  t h e  My Lai  
( 4 )  a r e a ,  t h i s  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Right.  We were making f i g u r e  8 ' s  t o  t h e  south.  

Q. You were making f i g u r e  8 ' s  t o  t h e  south  i n  an  e a s t e r l y  
and wes ter ly  f a sh ion ,  then ,  south of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, w a s  Colonel BARKER c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. Who was? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was one of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO's. I 
be l i eve .  

Q. I n  your sh ip?  

A.  Right ,  s i r ,  i n  my sh ip .  

Q. Do I understand your s h i p  was t h e  one t h a t  was 
c o n t r o l l i n g  i t ?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  
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Q Where was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  coming from? 

A. Mostly from Upt igh t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q That co inc ides  wi th  t h e  f a c t s  as we know them. 
There w e r e  f o u r  t ubes  of 105 a t  LZ Up t igh t ,  and they  d i d  i n  
f a c t  f i r e  t h e  prep  t h a t  day. 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  it was a p r e t t y  heavy p r e p  
t o o ,  I t h i n k .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any of t h e  prep  p e r s o n a l l y ?  

A. I might ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I t h i n k .  Which way 
w a s  i t ?  I a lmost  remember a l i t t l e  b i t  t h e  way they  a d j u s t e d  
it, I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  though. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  went 
over  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  it s t a y  i n  t h e  open a r e a ?  

A. I know they  had some on t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  they  
had a l i t t l e  problem f o r  a wh i l e .  I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  was 
something t h a t  I w a s  k ind  of d i s g u s t e d  about ,  because even 
from what we l e a r n e d  i n  f l i g h t  s choo l ,  they  w e r e n ' t  a d j u s t i n g  
q u i t e  r i g h t ,  some of t h e  s t u f f .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  guy was 
t o o  exper ienced ,  one of them anyway. I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
t hey  d i d  a f t e r w a r d s - - a f t e r  a d j u s t i n g  a few minutes ,  they d i d  
g e t  i t - o n  r i g h t ,  I ' m  s u r e  they g o t  it on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q D i d  t hey  p u t  it d i r e c t l y  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  i n  t h e  
EZ area t o  t h e  west  of - bhe v i l l a g e ,  o r  was it, a s  you say--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  it was f a i r l y  much s c a t t e r e d  
ou t .  I dcril'i JLl~iilk t hey  got a rea l  good--I t h i n k  they  s h o t  a 
l o t  of a r t i l l e r y ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  h i t  r e a l  s o l i d  r i g h t  
on t h e  My L a i  a r e a .  Q u i t e  a b i t ,  I t h i n k .  

Q .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  o r  have 
e v e r  seen t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  be fo re .  Perhaps i f  you p u t  a he l -
met on him. 

(LTC PATTERSON handed a p i c t u r e  of  LT VAZQUEZ t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  
The photo w a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence . )  

A. 'Looks p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r ,  I ' d  say.  
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Q - Does he look l i k e  one of  t h e  men who was w i t h  
. Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I t  could  have been t h a t  c a p t a i n .  I t ~ l i n kso .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  he w a s  i n  the s h i p  t h a t  day. H i s  f a c e  l ooks  
f a m i l i a r ;  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say f o r  s u r e  then .  , 

Q T h a t ' s  L i eu t enan t  VAZQUEZ. Le t  t h e  r eco rd  show 
t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  shown a p i c t u r e  of L ieu t enan t  VAZQUEZ. 
I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you recognize  any of  t h e  f o u r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  t h e r e ?  

(LTC PATTERSON hands t h e  w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t s  P-49 
through P-52.) 

Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any of t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
be fo re  or are t h e i r  f a c e s  f a m i l i a r ?  

A. The ones on t h e  upper r i g h t  and lower l e f t  look 
somewhat f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a t  a l l  who they  a r e .  
The i r  f a c e s  look f a m i l i a r .  . T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can say.  

Q The upper r i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l  is  Colonel  HENDERSON 
and t h e  lower l e f t  is  Major MCKNIGHT. This i n d i v i d u a l  is 
Major CALHOUN . 
A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  aga in .  

Q. The S 3  of Task Force  Barker .  A s  I unders tand your 
t es t imony,  t h e r e  w a s  some t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n  
t h e  p rope r  a r e a  t h e r e ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  r i g h t ,  sir. I t  seems t h a t  way. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you an a e r i a l  photoraph,  E x h i b i t  
P-195. Does t h a t  photograph look t o  you l i k e  t h e  way My L a i  
( 4 )  looked on t h e  morning of 16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it does.  

Q . That p i c t u r e  i s  r e p o r t e d l y  t aken  as t h e :  s l i c k s  
w e r e  inbound i n t o  t h e  LZ. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  a r t i l l e r y  i s  shown 
on t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  on the wes te rn  edge. 
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A. I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t h e  one. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
they had some problem a d j u s t i n g .  I k ind  of  thought  they d i d  
g e t  some on t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  recal l  how much though. 

Q How long would you say t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  w a s  
p laced  on t h e r e ?  I n  t i m e ,  how long? Was it a s h o r t  p r ep ,  
o r  a long p rep ,  o r  what? 

A. For some r eason  it s t i c k s  i n  my mind t h a t  it took  
them q u i t e  a wh i l e ,  a  :a i r  amount of t ime on t h a t  prep.  I ' m  
n o t  su re .  Seems l i k e  t hey  d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I t h i n k  
it was a p r e t t y  good prep.  

Q . We have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s l i c k s  touched 
down a t  0730 hours  promptly on t h e  LZ.  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
them land?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. ; The s l i c k s  r e p o r t e d l y  landed from sou th  t o  n o r t h ?  

A. I remember l and ing  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  
sometime, b u t  t h ~ tw a s  l a te r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  l and ing .  

f 

Q The gunships  made t h e i r  suppress ion  runs  j u s t  a f t e r  
t h e  a r t i l l e ry  c u t  o f f .  Then t h e  s l i c k s  touched down, and then  
t h e  s l i c k s  depa r t ed .  Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  d e p a r t ?  
There w e r e ,  as I say ,  n i n e  of them supposedly.  

A. I can '  t r e a l l y  remember t h a t ,  no. Maybe i t ' s  because 
I w a s n ' t  on an FM n e t .  That  might have been something why I 
c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  I remember going i n  t h e r e  l a t e r .  I t  seems 
t o  m e  a f t e r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  we s t a y e d  around t h e r e  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  
and I b e l i e v e  we wen5  back t o  L Z  Do.tl;ie and s tood  by f o r  a 
whi le ,  

Q W e l l ,  w e ' l l  g e t  back t o  t h a t  i n  a minute.  But i m -
media te ly  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  a t  0730, t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  a c t i o n  by 
t h e  gunships  wh i l e  t hey  were w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  t o  
come i n ,  t h e  Sharks e s p e c i a l l y .  

A. I remember something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
a l l  of  it. 

Q. They caught  a couple  of  " d i n k s , "  I b e l i e v e  they  
c a l l e d  them, somewhere t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My La i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  open. 
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A. I t  seems t o  me they were kind of d i sgus ted  about 
nobody going a f t e r  them o r  something. They were out  t h e r e ,  
and they had t o  g e t  c a l l e d  back again ,  and they d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h a t  too  wel l .  I remember something about  t h a t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  where it was. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  i t ?  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  
i t ?  

A. I remember something about it, r i g h t ,  s i r ,  because--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  We have testimony l ead ing  us t o  be-
l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  occurred r i g h t  up i n  here  j u s t  t o  the  
nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  The Sharks engaged a couple and d i d ,  
i n  f a c t ,  a s  you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d ,  have a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  
g e t t i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  move out .  A t  . the same time t h e r e  
was another  a c t i o n ,  and o t h e r  r e p o r t s  coming i n  e a r l y .  Do 
you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  immediately a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  
touchdown a t  t h e  f i r s t  LZ? 

A. No, s ir ,  no t  r e a l l y .  I remember l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
day t h a t  t h e  Warlords g o t  i n t o  something. I know t h a t  was 
sometime a f t e r - - I  thought it was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  af ternoon 
when they had--I be l i eve  it was down around H i l l  8 5 ,  wasn ' t  
i t ?  They had found some mortars o r  something. I th ink  it 
was down i n  t h a t  a rea .  That was sometime after--maybe it 
was r i g h t  a f t e rwards ,  bu t  it seems l i k e  it was l a t e r  on t h a t  
day. 

Q. Afte r  t h i s  l i t t l e  engagement up he re  and s t i l l  be-
tween t h e  l i f t s - - t h e  s l i c k s  were r e t u r n i n g  t o  Dot t i e  f o r  t h e  
second l i f t - -we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  Sharks went r i g h t  
down i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  j u s t  ,south of t h e  LZ. 

A. There were some people moving along t h e  t r a i l ,  yeah. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  people moving down through 
t h e r e ?  , 

A. Yeah, a l i t t l e  b i t .  I f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, we  even 
went down and looked a t  them a l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
exac t ly .  I don' t th ink  t h e r e  was much they could do about it. 
I remember t h e r e  was a l o t  of people moving--if I ' m  not mistaken 
t h e r e  w a s  people moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and down t h e  t r a i l ,  
moving away from the re .  
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Q. Jloving towards t h e  southwest?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  r i g h t .  

Q. Down a long  521? . 

A. Y e s .  

Q This  i s  s t i l l  between t h e  l i f t s ,  maybe 7:45 i n  t h e  
morning. The Sharks d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  engage--find one lone  VC 
suspec t  down t h e r e  t h a t  was t r y i n g  t o  skedaddle  o u t  through 
t h i s  hedgerow. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And one of t h e  Sharks was low engaging him. Simul-
taneous ly  t h e  Warlords were i n  gunruns on t h e  no r th  edge of 
H i l l  85. 

A. Yeah, I b e l i e v e  so .  But l a t e r  on i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  
is  when they  found t h e  mor ta rs  on H i l l  85, I t h i n k .  It seems 
l i k e  it anyway. There was something going on on H i l l  85 a t  
t h a t  t ime,  I remember t h a t .  But t h e y  found s t u f f  l a t e r  on. 
They k e p t  looking  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a whi le  t h e r e  on H i l l  85. 
Maybe it w a s  l a te r  on i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  ' t h a t  a f t e r  t h e s e  l i t t l e  gunruns 
t h a t  they made on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of H i l l  85, t h e r e  was some 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  problem w i t h  t h e  Sharks j u s t  sou th  of  85. 

A. I t  seems they  had g o t t e n  i n  t h e  way, I t h i n k .  

Q. And t h e r e  w a s  some t r o u b l e  about :  "I ' m  going t o  
be going right by you. You s t a y  n o r t h  of 521, and w n ' l l  s t a y  
sou th  of 521." 

A. Yeah, I remember something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. You remember something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yeah, t hey  were a l i t t l e  b i t  d i s g u s t e d  wi th  each 
o t h e r  because one g o t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ' s  way. 

Q About t h i s  t i m e  t h e  second l i f t  a r r i v e d .  They were 
p u t  back i n  i n  t h e  same LZ. T i m e w i s e  about  0751 hours accord-
ing  t o  t h e  l o g  is when t h e  second l i f t  was completed. 
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A. It seems I remember t h e  Warlords going around H i l l  
85. I ' m  almost su re  t h a t  we must have been up looking down 
on them--must have been on C&C,  looking down a t  them. I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  l i f t s  too  w e l l ,  though. I remember t h e  gunships 
going up and down, though. 

Q Do you remember whether o r  n o t  you were a t  a l t i t u d e  
during t h e  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t s  we have j u s t  descr ibed ,  t h e  War-
l o r d s '  and t h e  Sharks '  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  a t  one t ime we  went down f a i r l y  low, maybe 
t o  500 f e e t  o r  so.  Most of t h e  t ime we were up probably 1,000 
t o  1,500, s t a y i n g  genera l ly  o u t  of t h e  way. But we went p r e t t y  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a i l  down here.  That was 521 .  And I t h i n k  we 
went over. We watched t h e  Warlords some too,. between t h e  l i f t s ,  
but  most of the time we were probably up maybe about 1,000 
f e e t  o r  so ,  j u s t  s t ay ing  p r e t t y  much o u t  of t h e  way, but  s t i l l  
so we could s e e  p r e t t y  good. 

Q The Warlords--the purpose of t h e i r  gunruns is  t h a t  
they repor ted  t h a t  they had a "dink" down t h e r e  and were en-
gaging him--one t h e  Skeeter ,  t h e  l i t t l e  H-23 ,  found. 

A .  Yeah, I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  I remember t h e  2 3  
on t h e  r i g h t .  I never t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Warlords. I d i d n ' t  know 
the  Warlords personal ly  t h a t  much, No, I d o n ' t .  

Q A f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  went i n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e r e  
w a s  some t a l k  about t h e  k i l l s  t h a t  had been achieved by both 
the  gunships and C Company. Do you r e c a l l  any numbers, k i l l s  
t h a t  they had achieved, coming over  t h e  r ad io?  

A. I remember something about--I d o n ' t  remember about 
t h e  gunships t o o  much, bu t  I t h i n k  I landed once r i g h t  down. 
t h e r e  j u s t  t o  t h e  south of My Lai  and remember looking a t  it 
from t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  I t  seems l i k e  it was t o  t h e  south of 
it, landing  t o  t h e  west genera l ly .  I remember t h e r e  was a l o t  
of people l y i n g  t h e r e ,  and somebody--I don' t remember it over 
the  radio .  Maybe it was over t h e  r ad io .  I remember some com-
ment about a l o t  of people o r  a l o t  of bodies  ly ing  around 
t h e r e  a f t e r - - i t  wasn ' t  t o o  long af te rwards .  No, they hadn ' t  
been i n  t h e r e  very  long, and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few bodies.  

Q. Do you remember hear ing  anything come over t h e  r ad io?  
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A. I s o r t  of  remember a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e .  

Q T i m e w i s e  w e  a r e  a t  about  8 o ' c l o c k  and t h i s  is be-
f o r e  any of your l a n d i n g s  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d .  I b e l i e v e  it 
is  anyway, because Colonel  BARKER was g e t t i n g  ready t o  s t a r t  
t h e  second LZ. 

A. I t  was l a t e r  on when I came back,  I know t h a t .  

Q. There w a s  some t a l k  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  moving t h i s  
LZ up i n  t ime ,  now, because t h e  f i r s t  u n i t ,  C Company, had 
been c leaned  up i n  two l i f t s .  They had been a l l  i n s e r t e d ,  
and they  s t i l l  had t h e  n i n e  s l i c k s ,  and they  wanted t o  g e t  
t h e  second u n i t  on t h e  ground r i g h t  away. They had more a i r -
c r a f t  t han  what t hey  had o r i g i n a l l y  in tended .  So t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  prep  s t a r t e d  on t h e  n e x t  LZ very  s h o r t l y .  However, i n  
t h e  t ime frame b e f o r e  it s t a r t e d ,  t h e r e  were some conversa-
t i o n s  on t h e  a i r  between ano the r  C&C a i r c r a f t  and Colonel  
BARKER and t h e  Warlords wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  some people  down 
a long  t h e  highway. Do you r e c a l l  any c a l l  s i g n s ,  o r  a c t i v i -
t i e s ,  o r  any o t h e r  C&C a i r c r a f t  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  people  
on t h e  highway, Route 521? 

\ 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. Was 66 i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  America1 
commander? I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Who? 

A. The America1 Div i s ion  commander. 

Q. W a s  who? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember h i s  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. 66 .  It s t a r t e d  w i t h  an R. I c a n ' t  remember though. 
It seems l i k e  he was i n  t h e  a r e a  sometime e a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
l i f t s  p robably ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember how much. I t  seems l i k e  
t h e r e  w a s  even an l l t h  Brigade C&C t h e r e ,  t o o ,  f o r  a whi le .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  e i t h e r  one of them was t h e r e  for--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  a c t i o n  t h a t  I 'm t a l k i n g  abou t ,  
we have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  l l t h  Brigade C & C ,  Rawhide. 

A. Rawhide, yeah. 
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a .  Rawhide 3 was t a l k i n g  on t h e  a i r ,  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t h e  Warlords t o  go down t o  look a t  some of t h e s e  peo-
p le ,  and t h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  going on f u r t h e r  on t o  t h e  south-
west. The Rawhide C&C ilown by M r .  COONEY had found what 
they considered t o  be some mi l i ta ry-age  males i n  among 
t h e s e  people,  and t h e  l i t t l e  Skee te r ,  t h e  l i t t l e  H - 2 3 ,  
went down t h e r e  and t r i e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  and segrega te  these  
four  VC suspects .  However, they  were only ab le  t o  g e t  
o u t  two. Then t h e  Rawhide C&C swooped on i n  and picked 
them up on board t h e i r  own C&C. These fel lows were s t r i p -
ped down, s t r i p p e d  t o  the  w a i s t .  Do you r e c a l l  anything 
about t h i s ,  o r  hea r ing  anything about i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I remember a l i t t l e  b i t ,  but  I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Okay, j u s t  i f  you r e c a l l .  I f  it 
doesn' t mean anything t o  you why--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  d o e s n ' t  mean anything t o  me. 

Q Okay. A s  I have i n d i c a t e d ,  about t h i s  t ime Colonel 
BARKER was probably concerned about g e t t i n g  the  a r t i l l e r y  
cranked up and r e g i s t e r e d  i n ,  and s t a r t i n g  t h e  LZ prep on 
t h e  second LZ. The a r t i l l e r y  i n  f a c t  d i d  begin on o r  about 
0810 hours  o r  0811 hours,  and Coyote 6 n o t i f i e d  Dolphin 3 
t h a t  t h e  l i f t  would be planned f o r  about 0815 hours ,  f i g u r e  
touchdown f o r  0815. Do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  l i f t  d i d n ' t  
talce very long though. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  it w a s  over q u i t e  
e a r l y ,  t h e  i n s e r t i o n ,  ,because it wasn ' t  very--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Dolphins d i d  come down 
and s t a r t  t h e i r  approach and something occurred.  

A. Almost seems l i k e  something--I'm not  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  w e  rece ived  f i r e .  Maybe we d id .  Something--I almost 
remember something about maybe a rocke t  o r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  
something. I d o n ' t  t h ink  i t - - c a n ' t  t e l l  f o r  sure .  

W e l l ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d idn '  t shut  o f f  i n  time. 

A. Sounds poss ib le .  

Q The s l i c k s  had t o  make a go-around. 
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A. Yeah, t h a t  sounds--could be a good idea.  

Q .  DO you r e c a l l  t h i s  o r  not?  

A. I r e c a l l  something about it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  re-
ce iv ing  fire--anybody rece iv ing  f i r e .  I do r e c a l l  something. 
I t h i n k  it was a r t i l l e r y ,  yeah. 

Q. A s  t h e  s l i c k s  made t h e i r  go-around and went ou t  
over the  ocean, then t h e  C&C b i r d ,  the  one i n  which you 
poss ib ly  could have been f l y i n g  Colonel BARKER, d i d  some-
th ing .  Do you r e c a l l  what you d id?  Dolphin c a l l e d  and 
s a i d :  "This i s  Dolphin Lead. Had t o  make a go-around be-
cause the  a r t i l l e r y  was s t i l l  shoot ing when I was on my 
approach. Didn ' t  want t o  land i n  t h e r e  while it was going." 
Coyote 6 went back and s a i d ,  "Roger. Rounds complete now." 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember doing anything except  may-
be c a l l i n g  back when t h i n g s  were over ,  r i g h t  a f t e r ,  you know. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything e l s e .  

Q .  Coyote 6 asked i f  the  ~ o l p h i n swanted t h e  LZ marked. 

A. Yeah, Seems t o  me I s o r t  of remember smoke i f  I ' m  
no t  mistaken. 

Q Dolphin s a i d ,  " roger ,  " he wanted a mark. 

A. It was p a s t  t h e  LZ. 

Q. Pardon me? 

A. Pas t .  It was p a s t  t h e  c i t y  here .  It w a s  to--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  southwest of the  v i l l a g e .  Do 
you remember making a marking run? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we came t o  the  south.  I t h i n k  they 
landed somewhere t o  t h e  south,  b u t  it seems t o  me, I t h i n k  
we j u s t  quick-dropped down i n  t h e r e  and gunships were--I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  w e  made a f u l l  approach l i k e  t h e  s l i c k s  were doing. 
I th ink  maybe j u s t  one from e a s t  t o  west prob.ably. 

Q - You made a marking run? 

A. Right ,  I b e l i e v e  so.  
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Q Do you remember what c o l o r  smoke you used? 

A. Seems l i k e  red .  I d o n ' t  even know. I know w e  
had more than  one smoke. I ' m  s u r e .  

Q You're s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q - Captain GARBOW remembers t h e  marking run.  H e  
remembers how you were f a i r l y  new a t  t h i s  t i m e .  H e  could 
have even remarked t h a t  he thought t h a t  you were excess ive ly  
low. You subsequent ly  l e a r n e d ,  of cour se ,  t h a t  marking 
runs were - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I probably was a l i t t l e  excess ive ly  
low. I u s u a l l y  was on marking runs.  

Q. And he i n d i c a t e s ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  run was from e a s t  
t o  w e s t .  Then a t  any r a t e  t h e  l i f t  wer.t on i n  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  was no p a r t i c u l a r  problem. The LZ was c o l d ,  and they 
p u t  i n  two l i f t s  t h e r e ,  and t h e  l i f t  was complete a t  0827 
hours.  

A. Then, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  t h e r e  was--seems l i k e  
a f t e r  w e  g o t  a l l  through t h i s ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anyth ing  going 
on f o r  a wh i l e ,  a t  l e a s t  as f a r  a s  mis takes  went, s i r .  I f  
I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  w e  were done f a i r l y  e a r l y ,  and w e  went back,  
and t h e  C&C t h a t  I was on--I'm n o t  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  t h e  s l i c k s  
went back t o  Duc Pho. I remember t h e  C&C,  f o r  a good p a r t  of 
t h e  day w e  d i d n ' t  do too  much. W e  w e r e  f l y i n g  around f o r  
q u i t e  a few hours  and r i g h t  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  l i f t s ,  and 
t h e r e  was--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  would have been, now, t h e  l i f t  
and t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e  h e r e  a long i n  about  0715 u n t i l  
t h e  t i m e  o r  completion of t h e  second l i f t ,  according t o  t h e  
l o g ,  f o r  B Company, which was 0827. Do you r e c a l l  what you 
d i d  then? Do you t h i n k  you s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  d i d  you go 
somewhere o r  do something? 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  do anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I t h i n k  
maybe we  s t ayed  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a whi le .  I d o n ' t  remember 
anyth ing  o u t s t a n d i n g  a t  a l l .  
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Q. Do you remember going back t o  D o t t i e  about  t h i s  
t i m e  and g e t t i n g  f u e l ?  

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e .  T h a t ' s  why I do  re-
member something about  going back f o r  a whi le .  Maybe w e  had 
t o  go back e a r l y  o r  something. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  b e f o r e  ou r  l i f t  
w a s  comple te ly  ove r ,  I ' m  not--we went back sometime. 

Q W e l l ,  w i t h  the l i f t  be ing  over  a t  0827, you would 
have had about  an hour and a h a l f ,  wouldn ' t  you, on your  a i r -
c r a f t ?  

A. Maybe we r e f u e l e d  e a r l y  o r  l a t e ,  e i t h e r  one o r  t h e  
o t h e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one it was. 

Q. W e l l ,  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  you went back somewhere around 
0830 o r  0835 t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  Colonel  BARKER in -
d i c a t e d  on the r a d i o  en r o u t e  back t h e r e  t h a t  he ' d  d rop  down 
i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  them up t o  d a t e .  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  
about  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q There was a l s o  some conve r sa t ion  about  t h e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s  o r  t h e  number of  K I A ' s  t h a t  C Company had achieved.  

A, I c a n ' t  s e e m  t o  remember t o o  much of t h e  ground 
u n i t ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  and a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember any conve r sa t ion  about  84, 84 KIA's? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

A. Maybe a l i t t l e  b i t .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  o r  no t .  

Q. W e l l ,  on ly  i f  you can r e c a l l .  Coyote 6 d i d  say 
somewhere around 0 8 3 0  t h a t  he was r e t u r n i n g  t o  D o t t i e  t o  re-
f u e l  and he would s t o p  down i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  Coyote 65 
up t o  d a t e  w i t h  what had t r a n s p i r e d .  I t ' s  an -assumption on 
ou r  p a r t ,  b u t  it would seem p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  you would have 
landed and dropped Colonel  BARKER a t  t h e  V I P  pad o r  t h e  
pad nea r  t h e  TOC, and l e t  him hop o f f .  I f  t h i s  i n  f a c t  
were t h e  case, i f  he d i d  i n  f a c t  g e t  o f f  t o  go t o  t h e  TOC, 
t hen  you would have hovered down t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  area and 
then  back ove r  t o  t h e  V I P  pad. 
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A. W e  r e f u e l e d .  There w e r e  some gunships  on t h e r e  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  we  r e f u e l e d ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken .  I c a n ' t  
remember. W e  went up t h e r e  s o  many days.  

Q Y e s ,  I unders tand .  Do you remember Colonel  BARKER'S 
f ace ,  and t h e  way he looked? 

A. H e  w a s n ' t  a ve ry  b i g  man, i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  
H e  reminded m e  of  a CO we had o n c e  i n  t h e  7 1 s t ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  
I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  p r e t t y  mild  and conf iden t - speaking  man. 

Q =  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  P-198. Do you recog-
n i z e  any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Colone l  BARKER t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Colonel  BARKER r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r ecogn ize  t h e  gentleman on t h e  l e f t ,  
your l e f t ?  

A. Probably--the on ly  g e n e r a l  I remember from over  
t h e r e  w a s  General  LIPSCOMB. 

, Q- T h a t ' s  General  YOUNG. H e r e  's a n o t h e r  p i c t u r e  
of Colonel  BARKER. P-199. 

A. (Examining E x h i b i t  P-199) H e  was about  5-7 o r  
5-8, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. I'd l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  i f  a t  t h i s  t i m e  now, 
which w e  b e l i e v e  was around 0830 o r  0835, when you went back 
to r e f u e l ,  whether  o r  n o t  Colonel  BARKER d i d  g e t  o f f  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  and go t o  t h e  TOC whi le  you r e f u e l e d ?  I ' m  s u r e  
t h e r e  must have been some though t s  i n  your mind a s  t o  
whether o r  n o t  you should s h u t  down a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  
o r  p u t  h e r  i n  f l i g h t  i d l e ?  O r  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  
he would on ly  be a few minutes ,  and he wanted t o  go r i g h t  
back? 

A. Seems l i k e  maybe he d i d  i n d i c a t e  h e ' d  be  r i g h t  
back. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  aga in  though. I t  seems 
kind of  blank.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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Q. We have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  you were again 
a i r b o r n e  a t  8:55 o r  9 o ' c lock  with Colonel BARKER aboard. 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, we flew p r e t t y  s teady wi thout  
s h u t t i n g  down f o r  maybe 4 o r  5 hours. Then t h e r e  was a per iod  
i n  between t h e r e  where we s h u t  down f o r  a while. I ' m  almost 
p o s i t i v e  w e  d id .  

a - Perhaps a t  t h i s  r e f u e l i n g  it could have been t h a t  
you might a l s o  have seen t h e  o t h e r  C&C flown by M r .  COONEY 
come i n  while  you were wa i t ing  t o  pick up o r  wa i t ing  f o r  
Colonel BARKER t o  come back, perhaps Colonel HENDERSON get -
t i n g  o f f  of h i s  C&C o r  h i s  C&C coming over  t o  t h e  VIP pad 
and parking next  t o  yours ,  perhaps even s h u t t i n g  down. 

A. That could be. I c a n ' t  remember p o s i t i v e l y .  I t  
seems l i k e  maybe, b u t  I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q A t  any r a t e  you were a i rborne  again about 9 o ' c l o c k ,  
8:55, and going back o u t  over t h e  a rea ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  oper- &a t i o n a l  a r e a  where t h e r e  a r e  now two companies on t h e  ground 6 
with t h e  t h i r d  company i n  blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  the  nor th .  D o  
you r e c a l l  what you d i d ?  

C-J 

A. For some reason it seems l i k e  it was a t i r i n g  m 
day a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  few hours.  We j u s t  .flew back and f o r t h ,  
and then maybe i n  t h e  af te rnoon we  resuppl ied .  I don't--
maybe we d i d  t a k e  Colonel BARKER i n .  

Q. Captain GARBOW seemed t o  t h i n k  t h a t  you c r u i s e d  
around j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  over the  e n t i r e  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  
going down, o r  landing ,  o r  making any e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  down 
low t o  s e e  what was going on a t  t h i s  time? 

A. We may have. Q u i t e  f r equen t ly  we went down low 
f o r  passes  j u s t  t o  look a l i t t l e  c l o s e r .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember any conversat ions about Colonel 
BARKER asking  t h e  ground fo rces  how they  were coming o r  
what they were doing? 

A. W e  c a l l e d  down sometime, I know. 

Q. I t  was about t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Warlords found t h e  
mortars  on H i l l  85. This was about 9 o ' c lock  o r  9:05, a s  you 
i n d i c a t e d  you r e c a l l e d  e a r l i e r ?  
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A. Yeah, it could be then. 

Q- Do you remember what a c t i o n  they took about 
those  mortars  they found up t h e r e ?  

A. Somebody went down the re .  I d o n ' t  know who it 
was. I c a n ' t  remember what--didn' t  we g e t  an EOD team o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q. Beg your pardon? 

A. Did somebody pick up an EOD team ou t  t h e r e  o r  
something. 

Q L a t e r  they d i d  pick up an EOD team, yes.  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, d i d  t h e  Warlords drop some 
.of t h e i r  people i n  t h e r e  too? I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h a t .  To 
secure  t h e  a r e a  a b i t ?  

Q. Y e s ,  they d i d  i n  f a c t  pu t  some i n f a n t r y  i n  on 
t h e  ground. 

A .  A l i t t l e  23  followed them, and he looked a t  it 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  be fo re  he f lew out .  I th ink  he could have 
counted them, i f  I ' m  not  mistaken. He was pre t ty- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  seeing t h i s  o r  hear-
i n g  t h i s  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, most of t h e  time when they 
were .doing' t h a t  we were genera l ly  a l i t t l e  b i t  more nor th  
around My Lai .  We d i d  go back down. We d i d n ' t  spend too  
much time around H i l l  85, I d o n ' t  t h ink .  I t h i n k  most of 
t h a t  was taken c a r e  of by t h e  Warlords,. and they d i d  most 
of t h a t  on t h e i r  own. 

Q. You t h i n k  you were over My Lai  a t  t h e  time? 

A. Most of t h e  time. I t  seems l i k e  we were p r e t t y  
much over t h e  a r e a .  It got  t o  be a boring day. I remember 
t h a t - - i t  was a f t e r  t h e  mortars--we were j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  f l y i n g  
around looking a t  t h e  a rea .  Everybody wanted t o  go and 
look was the  main th ing .  
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Q How d i d  My L a i  ( 4 )  look t o  you a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
i n  t ime? Could you see any of t h e  ground t r o o p s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. A 1 1  I remember--I remember 
one t i m e  w e  went i n  t h e r e .  

Q Okay. T h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r ,  I t h i n k .  Do 
you remember whether o r  n o t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was burning a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. There w a s  q u i t e  a l o t  of havoc going on a t  t h i s  
t ime ,  I t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q A l o t  of what? 

A, Havoc. Pecple  going around--I d o n ' t  remember t o o  
much r e a l l y  what was happening. I know it d i d n ' t  l a s t  t o o  
long.  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  t h a t  t hey  were handl ing  a l o t  
o f  a c t i o n .  They had a l o t  f o r  a wh i l e ,  and then  it seems t o  
m e  t h a t  maybe i n  a few hour s  it w a s n ' t  t o o  much. 

Q. How about  a t  0900? t 

Didn ' t  t hey  move some o t h e r  p l a c e  aga in  a f t e r w a r d s ?  3'A. * 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t  e i t h e r .  d 
Q . About 0920 i n  t h e  morning a c a l l  came i n  f o r  a 
d u s t o f f  ove r  nea r  My L a i  ( l ) ,B Company's a r e a ,  r i g h t  over  9 3  
i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Maybe even a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  
t h e r e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  k i l l e d  ove r  t h e r e  and about  t h r e e  
wounded. 

A. A t  My L a i  (1)t h e y  d i d .  A t  My La i  ( 4 )  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  they  had a r e o l  l o t  of r e s i s t a n c e .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  
t hey  had some, b u t  it w a s  ove r  w i t h i n  a l i t t l e  whi le .  My L a i  
(1)w a s  u s u a l l y  a p r e t t y  bad area. 

Q. These wounded were wounded by booby t r a p s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you recall  Colonel  BARKER'S a c t i o n s  upon hear-
i n g  t h i s ?  Th i s  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  second r e q u e s t  f o r  a d u s t o f f  
i n  B Company. One had been made wh i l e  you were r e f u e l i n g  by 
a r e g u l a r  medevac s h i p ,  b u t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  he re  was about  0920 
i n  t h e  morning, 0925. Colonel  BARKER took some s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n .  
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A .  I remember once upon a t i m e ,  I thought  it was 
f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  w e  had a medevac. One guy was h u r t  bad. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s n ' t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  That  was up f u r t h e r  
n o r t h  t h a t  we  had t h a t  medevac. This  one h e r e ,  I re-
member a l i t t l e  b i t  about  it, o r  something about  it. I 
d o n ' t  know what it is.  Medevac sounds f a m i l i a r .  T h a t ' s  
about  a l l  it amounts t o .  

Q The r e c o r d ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  make 
t h a t  medevac h imse l f .  A C&C s h i p  went i n  t h e r e ,  made an 
approach i n ,  landed through smoke, perhaps  even landed up 
c l o s e  t o  some trees, and had t o  make a peda l  o r  a c y c l i c  
t u r n  t o  come up f l y i n g  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

Q However, w e  t hen  t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  making t h i s  
p ickup,  Colonel  BARXER was advised  by h i s  TOC, Coyote 65, 
t h a t  Saber  6 w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Does Saber  6 mean anyth ing  
t o  you? 

A. Saber  6 was t h e ,  d i v i s i o n  commander t h e n ,  I t h i n k .  
I t  must have been. . H e  w a s  around t h a t  day. 

Q. Colone l  BARKER dec ided  t o  jump o f f  a t  D o t t i e  and 
l e t  t h e  C&C s h i p  t a k e  t h e  wounded on,  t o  medevac on t o  t h e  
evac h o s p i t a l  themselves .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  about  0935. We have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  C&C d i d  f l y  on up, probably t o  Ky Ha, and l and .  
Do you remember anyth ing  t h a t  happened a t  Ky Ha? 

A. I remember going up t o  Ky H a  one o t h e r  t ime ,  and 
I remember t h a t  t h i n g  b e t t e r  t han  I remember t h i s .  

Q. Why do you remember t h a t ?  

A. That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day I had my new h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and t h e  guy w a s  i n  real bad shape.  W e  had jump s e a t s  i n  
t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and w e  never  used t h e  jump s e a t s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
because w e  j u s t  about  had t h e  boy f a l l  o u t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
Colonel  BARXER w a s  a long ,  I remember t h a t .  This  t ime I 
remember something about  going up t h e r e  a g a i n ,  and t h i s  
t i m e  w e  w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  s o  much i n  a rush .  One o t h e r  t i m e  
w a s  f u r t h e r  no r th .  This t i m e  I c a n ' t  remember. 

(LIND) 25  APP T-346 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q This t i m e  they d i d n ' t  have enough s t r e t c h e r s , p e r h a p s .  

A. It could be. Yeah, I remember something was missing. 
What t h e  heck was i t ?  I c a n ' t  remember why though. Did w e  
have t o  l eave  a s t r e t c h e r  t h e r e  o r  something? I c a n ' t  remember 
t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. I d o n ' t  kncw t h a t  t h e r e  were any s t r e t c h e r s  aboard. 
It would seem t h a t  you would have. Did you dec ide  t o  l e t  
Captain GARBOW make the  takeoff  from Ky Ha? 

A, I usual ly  d i d  l e t  t h e  p i l o t  make t h e  takeoff  most 
any t i m e  a t  a l l  unless  it was something r e a l l y  important .  
That could b e - - l e t ' s  see  now. 

Q. Captain GARBOW remembers t h i s  wel l ,  because he made 
an e r r o r .  

A. That could be. 

Q Do you remember what he d id?  

A. I s t i l l  remember something, bu t  I c a n ' t  remember 
what it was. It seems l i k e  t h e r e  was some problem. 

Q He pu l l ed  p i t c h .  

A. Did he l eave  somebody behind o r  something? 

Q. No, he pu l l ed  p i t c h  when your RPM was a t  f l i g h t  
i d l e .  

A. Yeah, t h a t  could be. Yeah, I think--yeah, he d i d  
it t o  m e  wnce, Tiiere were a few o thers ,  one o r  t w o  people tha'i 
d id  it. Yeah, t h a t  could be. 

Q He t e s t i f i e d  he pu l l ed  p i t c h  while  you were a t  
f l i g h t  i d l e  t h e r e ,  and, of course,  the  l i g h t ,  t he  audio came 
on. H e  remembers t h i s  w e l l ,  because you mentioned something 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  it would do wel l  t o  g e t  t h e  RPM back before  
at tempting t akeof f .  
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A. Yeah, t h a t  could be. I d o n ' t  remember it s p e c i f i -
c a l l y .  I remember j u s t  t h a t  t h a t  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  but  t h a t ' s  
about it. 

Q* Then you went back down t o  Dot t i e .  Now as I 
i n d i c a t e d ,  we have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
had go t t en  o f f  a t  Dot t ie .  When you came back i n t o  D o t t i e ,  
it would seem t o  me he re ,  you were a C&C without  your commander. 
Do you remember going back, and checking, and see ing  what 
you were supposed t o  do? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  you c a l l e d  inbound and 
were t o l d  t o  s i t  and r e l a x .  

A. Yeah, I remember something. I know t h e r e  was 
some time that--we were t h e r e  f o r  maybe an hour o r  some time, 
a per iod  of time we s a t  down. I know t h a t  dur ing  t h e  day--I 
don 't know how long,  maybe--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  This would have been somewhere j u s t  
before  1 0  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning, o r  r i g h t  a t  10 o ' c l o c k ,  
t h a t  you would have gone i n  and you were t o l d  t o  s i t  down 
and r e l a x ,  which I would assume would mean you s h u t  down. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. About 1020 hours a c a l l  came i n t o  t h e  TOC f o r  a 
dus tof f  t o  t h e  south of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. That must have been t h e  time. That sounds--seems 
l i k e  it, yeah. 

Q. Perhaps someone even ran  over  t o  the  s h i p  and t o l d  
you t o  g e t  a i rborne .  

A.  They probably had t o ,  yeah. Then t h i s  must have 
been when w e  came back t h e r e  aga in ,  s e m s  l i k e .  

Q Now would you desc r ibe  t h a t  dus to f f  o r  landing 
t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. That one I th ink  we landed down t h e r e ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  
south of My Lai ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him being 
h u r t  very bad because I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  too  much 
urgency i n  it. I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  here .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  was it more than  one o r  j u s t  one? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything about him, anything i d e n t i f i -
a b l e ,  where he was h u r t ,  o r  rank,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  I remember dropping--I'm not  s u r e  
i f  t h i s  is t h e  same time o r  not .  But i f  t h i s  is t h e  one, w e  
went from My Lai  ( 4 )  back t o  LZ Dot t i e  and dropped them o f f ,  
and he was s h o t  o r  had a gun wound i n  one f o o t .  

Q. One foo t?  

A .  Yeah. He would probably remember me because I made 
some--he wasn ' t  h u r t  too  bad, and it was almost kind of comical. 
I s o r t  of winked a t  him, s o r t  of l i k e  the  g e s t u r e  t h a t  it was 
a p r e t t y  good t r i c k ,  you know. I th ink  it was i n  t h e  l e f t  foo t .  
I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  it might have--I'm n o t  s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q Why d id  you needle  him l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Because he wasn ' t  h u r t  r e a l  bad. He was almost 
smi l ing  himself i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same one. He g o t  i n t o  a jeep 
I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I'm n o t  mistaken. 

Q Do you remember anything about t h i s  f e l low t h a t  
would he lp  us  i d e n t i f y  him? 

A. He w a s  an e n l i s t e d  man. 

Q. E n l i s t e d  man, okay. What e l s e ?  

A. You s a i d  something t o  me on the  phone about him 
being colored.  I t  seems l i k e  maybe he was, b u t  t h a t  might 
have been j u s t  from what you t o l d  me. 

Q From what I t o l d  you. Okay. 

A. Yeah, because I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  

Q. Well, t h e  record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  1020 hours a 
colored s o l d i e r  by t h e  name of CARTER was, i n  f a c t ,  s h o t  i n  
the  l e f t  f o o t  and evacuated from an a r e a  such as  you have 
ind ica ted  t h e r e ,  j u s t  south of My Lai ( 4 )  . 
A. I would th ink  he would probably remember me from--
I ' m  no t  s u r e  about t h a t .  
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Q I wish you'd expla in  why you t h i n k  he would remember 
you? 

A. Because he tkought it was kind of funny, too.  I 
was r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d .  Here 's a guy s h o t  i n  the  f o o t ,  and he 
was p r e t t y  near  smil ing,  and I kind of winked a t  him. I ' m  
not  su re ,  I almost th ink  we t a l k e d .  We s h u t  down t h e r e  o r  
something, I t h i n k ,  and I almost th ink  maybe I t a l k e d  t o  him 
f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t .  A t  l e a s t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much noise .  I t  seems 
l i k e  w e  must have shut  down because I almost t h i n k  I remember 
it took a l i t t l e  while  f o r  t h e  jeep t o  g e t  t h e r e  o r  something. 
It seems l i k e  w e  s a t  t h e r e  long enough so we were s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  back compartment on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q With t h i s  fellow? 

A. Well, I ' m  not  su re  wi th  t h i s  fe l low,  bu t  before  he 
took o f f  i n  t h e  jeep,  we were s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back of t h e  a i r -
c r a f t .  W e  may have even t a lked  t o  him some. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of 
.that. 

Q Do you remember any of t h e  conversa t ion  o t h e r  than 
the  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h i s  was an easy ,  o r  something t o  
t h e  e f fec t - -

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  A good way t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e r e ?  
No, n o t  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  remember anything s a i d  when he was 
g e t t i n g  i n t o  h i s  jeep. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exhibi t  P-9, and ask i f  you 
recognize t h a t  ind iv idua l?  I 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  guy. 

Q = Couldn 't say? 

A. No, n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know whether t h a t ' s  t h e  same man t h a t  
you evacuated. 

A.  I would tend t o  th ink  t h a t  it probably was, but  I 
c a n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q. I show you ~ x h i b i tP-11. 
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A. My Lai  is  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q Beg your pardon? 

A. My Lai  is on the  o t h e r  s ide .  

Q Well, it seems, o r  o t h e r  testimony had ind ica ted  
t h e  dus tof f  landed t o  t h e  e a s t .  CARTER was c a r r i e d  from t h e  
southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  up t o  the  sh ip .  

A. Landing t o  t h e  e a s t ,  r i g h t .  

Q Landing t o  t h e  e a s t  would have p u t  it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  e a s t ,  oh, yeah. No, I was 
th inking  t o  t h e  west--maybe t o  t h e  e a s t .  I ' m  not  s u r e  about 
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  so ,  maybe it was. I would tend 
t o  th ink  we landed t o  t h e  west ,  and they were on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of us ,  b u t  maybe not .  

Q - W e l l  you w i l l  n o t i c e  they a r e  p u t t i n g  him i n  t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  of the  sh ip?  

A; Yeah, bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  because we landed 
c l o s e r  than  t h a t  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  . I don' t t h i n k  you' d--maybe 
you might. There ' s  t r e e s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  over t h e r e ,  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  but  it seems w e  w e r e  r i g h t  up a g a i n s t  the  t r e e s  
p r e t t y  near  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I t h i n k  we landed t o  the  west. They 
popped smoke, and they were s tanding  away from the v i l l a g e ,  
down t h e r e  someplace, ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and we landed r i g h t  j u s t  
t o  t h e  south.  They were on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  of My Lai  a s  we 
landed, I th ink .  We came i n  from the  l e f t  then maybe. I t  
seems t h a t  I--for some reason I p i c t u r e  My Lai on my r i g h t  
s i d e  on c u r  one s t o p  t h e r e ,  and I was i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t .  

Q,. You were i n  the r i g h t  s e a t ?  

.A.  It seems l i k e  I was. I wouldn't say t h a t  f o r  s u r e  
' e i the r .  That looks l i k e  me i n  the  l e f t  s e a t  , t he re ,  d o e s n ' t  it 
. ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  P - l l ) ?  Maybe I was looking o u t  the  window 
o n  t h e  l e f t  s ide .  For some reason I always . .pictured,myself  
on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q .  Does t h a t  look l i k e  your a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  see myself ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
t e l l  f o r  s u r e .  It should be ,  b u t  it looks  l i k e  me even i n  
t h e  l e f t  s e a t .  I would t end  t o  t h i n k  t h a t .  I t  a lmost  looks  
f a m i l i a r  t h e  way they  a r e  c a r r y i n g  him along.  Mzybe I was 
i n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  t h a t  day. Maybe w e  d i d  land  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
It does look f a m i l i a r ,  r i g h t ,  them b r i n g i n g  him on t h e  s h i p .  

I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  P-12. 
Q e  


A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  T h a t ' s  my s h i p  f o r  
su re .  T h a t ' s  Frank DAILY, t h e  crew c h i e f ,  t h e r e .  

Q a Frank DAILY? 

A. Right .  

Q- How do you s p e l l  hi.s name? 

A. D-A-I-L-Y, I b e l i e v e .  H e  w a s  a spec  4 then .  H e  
would remember a lmost  b e t t e r  t han  I would, I t h i n k .  

Q e  Y e s .  

T h a t ' s  my sh ip .  T h a t ' s  f o r  s u r e .  

How can you i d e n t i f y  it a s  your s h i p ?  Q e  


A. I can r ecogn ize  t h e  crew c h i e f .  

Q e  
 You recognize  t h e  crew c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s .  H e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  grow a moustache, b u t  
you can j u s t  b a r e l y  see it. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  him. There 
w e r e n ' t  t o o  many s h i p s  t h a t  had jump doors  on them. Not t o o  
many of them had good ones  except  mine, because mine w a s  p r e t t y  
nea r  brand new. 

Q . Jump doors?  Y o u k e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  sma l l  doors?  

A. R igh t ,  t h e  s m a l l  doors  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t h e r e .  

Q .  What do you recall  s e e i n g  du r ing  t h i s  evac? 

31  APP T-346 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 

A. I remember s i t t i n g  down t h e r e ,  and I guess  t hey  
must have been on my l e f t  s i d e .  I was t h i n k i n g  it was on my 
r i g h t  s i d e ,  b u t  I do p i c t u r e  it r i g h t  on t h e  sou thern  s i d e .  
I t h i n k  it w a s  my southern  s i d e .  Right i n  t h e r e  was--I remember 
t h a t  day t h e r e  was a l o t  of bod ie s ,  and t h a t ' s - - I  c a n ' t  remember 
numbers f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I know t h e r e  was. I r e c a l l  i n  my mind 
t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a few dead people  l y i n g  around. That1s--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would t h e s e  be up f r o n t  a s  you 
were s e t t i n g  on t h e  ground? 

A. I thought  t hey  w e r e  t o  my r i g h t .  I c a n ' t - - I  remember 
p i c t u r i n g - - I  can see t h e  p l a c e ,  and I can see t h e  people .  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Captain  GARBOW about i t ?  

A. I may have. I remember t h e r e  w a s  some comment 
a f t e r w a r d s ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who it was. Maybe it was between 
Captain  GARBOW o r  e l s e  my crew c h i e f .  W e  t a l k e d  abou t  it 
a f t e r w a r d s ,  something about  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few people ,  more 
than--well ,  we d i d n ' t  know t h a t  much about  it. I t  seems t o  
me I almost  w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  maybe--well, I k ind  of d i s r e -
garded it because of t h e  thought  of a l o t  of them may have 
g o t t e n  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t h ink ing .  But 
I know t h e r e  was more bod ie s  t han  t h e r e  seemed t h e r e  should 
have been. I d o n ' t  know why, b u t  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q. W e l l ,  could  you g i v e  us  an e s t i m a t e  a s  t o  how 
many you t h i n k  w e r e  t h e r e ?  Were t h e r e  less than  two o r  was 
there--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  F i f t e e n  o r  twenty,  maybe more. 

Q. Do you have any i d e a  of t h e i r  s ex ,  o r  t h e i r  age,  
o r  how they  were d re s sed?  

A. Seems l i k e  they  were a l l  p r e t t y  much--there was 
something wrong about  it. I t  almost  seems l i k e  maybe t h e r e  
w e r e  some--I 'm  s u r e  t h e r e  were some women. There was q u i t e  
a few--fair  number of  men. It was mixed up. I t  a lmost  seems 
l i k e  t h e r e  were a few k i d s .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I t  seems 
l i k e  t h e r e  w e r e  a few. There was something about  t h a t  t h a t  
seemed l i k e  it was wrong. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  it was q u i t e  
r i g h t .  
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Q How about  t h e  way they were l y i n g  t h e r e ?  Was there--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  looked l i k e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  
it seemed l i k e  t hey  w e r e  s t acked  up o r  something l i ke - -we l l ,  
n o t  s t acked  up, b u t  they had been p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  one g e n e r a l  
a r e a .  

Q = You s a i d  something s t r u c k  you wrong about  t h i s  scene? 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t ime it j u s t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  were 
t o o  many, and maybe it was, w e l l ,  l i k e  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
been t h a t  many. That  was t h e  main t h i n g .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
know where they  a l l  came from o r  why they  should have k i l l e d  
t h a t  many. That was I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was women, o r  k i d s ,  
o r  what, r e a l l y  f o r  su re .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some, and i f  
I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  it seemed l i k e  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  have been 
t h a t  many. Anyway it d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  i t - - t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  
saw it from our  s h i p .  

Q 0 I see. Now, i f  you can remember s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  you 
say you t h i n k  they  were o f f  t o  your  r i g h t ?  

A. I w a s  t h i n k i n g  they  were o f f  t o  my r i g h t .  

Well,  w e r e  t hey  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  s h i p  or-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They could have been i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  s h i p  i n s t e a d ,  

O r  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  s h i p ?  

A,  T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t h ink ing .  I remernber--I c a n ' t  
remember. I w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  it was o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  f r o n t .  
Maybe w e  came i n  t h e r e  aga in  sometime, t o o ,  t h a t  might have 
been. But I remember t hey  were r i g h t  a long  t h e  t r a i l .  I was 
t h i n k i n g  they  w e r e  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ,  on 
t h e  sou th  p a r t  of My Lai.  I t  seems t h a t  way. It  was r i g h t  
a long where t h i s  one came i n  to--we landed r i g h t  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  
area where t h e  one l i t t l e  t r a i l  comes i n  from t h e  sou th  and 
meets t h e  one on t h e  sou thern  s i d e  of My Lai  r i g h t  a long  t h e  
woodline and goes e a s t  and w e s t .  

Q. There  i s  a t r a i l  t h e r e  a long  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t .  
Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  i t ?  
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A. Right. There was a l i t t l e  t r a i l  t h e r e  of same s o r t ,  
some s o r t  of  a  l i n e  going through from nor th  t o  south.  

Q Now where were these  bodies with r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
north-south t r a i l ?  

A. It seems t o  me they  were r i g h t  j u s t  about where 
they met a t  t h e  t e e ,  t h e  north-south and the  east-west ,  maybe 
a l i t t l e  b i t  more t o  t h e  wes t ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  n o t  too  
much. I t  was r i g h t  around i n  the  genera l  a r e a  I t h i n k  t h a t  
most of t h e  t roops  come back too ,  i f  I ' m  not  mistaken. 

Q Was t h i s  l i t t l e  a r e a  secure where you were? Did 
they  have any t roops  t h e r e  around i t ?  

A. Right.  They had a f a i r  number of t roops around it. 
There was some anyway. I ' m  n o t  sure  i f  they had come back 
t h e r e  o r  what. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any o f f i c e r s  on t h e  ground a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. I remember see ing  a l i e u t e n a n t  around o r  something, 
bu t  I d o n ' t  remember p o s i t i v e l y ,  o r  somebody t h a t  was in  
command around t h e r e  o r  something. Maybe it was a s t a f f  
sergeant  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e .  There 
was somebody who was one of the  ranking men i n  t h e  company. 
I ' m  su re  of t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember whether he was an o f f i c e r  o r  
e n l i s t e d ?  

A. Not p o s i t i v e l y .  I th ink  he was an o f f i c e r .  I ' m  
no t  sure.  

Q Was t h e r e  anything i d e n t i f i a b l e  about him t h a t  
you can remember, t h e  way he 'looked? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 

Q Then you ind ica ted  t h a t  you took o f f  and took t h i s  
fe l low back t o  Dot t ie?  

A. Right,  I b e l i e v e  so.  
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& And had t o  wa i t  f o r  some time f o r  a v e h i c l e  t o  come 
out  t o  g e t  him? 

A. Right ,  I th ink  so.  

Q 0 
Why d i d  you t ake  him back t o  Dot t i e  i n s t e a d  of--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They had a f i r s t  a i d  s t a t i o n  of some 
s o r t  a t  Dot t ie .  We brought him back t h e r e ,  He was t h e r e  
for--I  t h i n k  they wanted t o  look a t  him t o  see  i f  they r e a l l y  
had t o  b r i n g  him back up t o  Ky Ha o r  not .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  some conversat ion then i n  r e fe rence  
t o  where t o  take  him? 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  somebody t o l d  us ,  yeah, I 
th ink ,  t o  t ake  him back t o  Dot t ie .  I c a n ' t  remember who it 
was. Maybe someone came up t o  t h e  sh ip .  Maybe I even t a lked  
t o  h i m ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  whoever it was t h a t  was t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
remember p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q o 
But you r e c a l l  then s h u t t i n g  down a t  Dot t i e  and 

s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back s e a t ?  

A. I remember s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back, r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  
remember how long. We d i d  shu t  down a t  t h a t  time. I ' m  s u r e  
of t h a t .  

Q e  And you remember cranking up then sometime l a t e r .  
Did you e a t  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yeah, it seems l i k e  it was g e t t i n g  about time t o  
e a t .  I th ink  w e  g o t  some C-rations from them, i f  I ' m  not  
mistaken. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we a t e  i n  t h e  messhall  a f t e r  t h a t  
time. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  going back ou t?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  we were shu t  down f o r  probably a good 
hour o r  so. There was one per iod  when we had a fairly--some 
kind of break ,  but--did some a c t i o n  come on o r  something t h a t  
we went o u t  again o r  something? I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q o  Do you remember t ak ing  anybody e l s e  up besides 
Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  next  t r i p ,  o r  i n s t e a d  of Colonel BARKER? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  a t  any of t h e  o t h e r  t imes you w e r e  
a i r b o r n e  d u r i n g  t h e  day,  hea r ing  any conve r sa t ion  about  t h i s  
k i l l i n g  o r  excess  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any conve r sa t ions .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  
t o  someone about  it o r  h e a r i n g  something about  a l a r g e  number 
of dead,  and appa ren t ly  you commented t o  someone about  it. 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  t h e  crew a f t e r  we s h u t  down ' t h a t  
we maybe sa id- - I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was anyth ing  long.  
I t  w a s  j u s t  something t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
t h a t  we d i d  s ay  something about  t h e r e  be ing  q u i t e  a few people  
o u t  t h e r e  dead. 

Q Do you t h i n k  CARTER was t h e r e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  wounded 
f e l l ow?  

A. H e  may have been,  yes .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ay ing  anyth ing  t o  Colonel  BARKER 
about  i t ?  

A.  Maybe we  even t a l k e d  t o  CARTER about  it. I t  
seems--hmm!--sounds l i k e  Colonel  BARKER. Yeah, maybe so .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  w e  s a i d  it t o  him o r  no t .  I t  seems l i k e  
somebody s a i d  something. There was some d i s c u s s i o n  about--
I t h i n k  about  Colonel  BARKER t o o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q What makes you t h i n k  t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
Colonel  BARKER about  i t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  s o r t  of remember t h a t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  f o r  some reason .  Maybe t h e r e  wasn I t .  I d o n ' t  
know f o r  s u r e .  

Q But you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  CARTER o r  t h e  wounded 
man about things--you r e c a l l  s ay ing  something t o  him, and you 
i n d i c a t e d  earl ier  I t h i n k  t h a t  h e ' d  remember you. 

A. T h a t ' s  what I was t h i n k i n g ,  j u s t  by t h e  g e s t u r e .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  about  anyth ing  e l s e .  We may 
have, I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long  a f t e r  we sa t  
down b e f o r e  t h e  j eep  came ove r .  It  was some t ime.  We may 
have been t a l k i n g  t o  him. 
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Q- Rather  t han  on t h e  r a d i o ,  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  him? 

A. Yeah, t h e r e  wasn ' t  any th ing  on t h e  r a d i o .  I ' m  s u r e  
of t h a t ,  no conve r sa t ion  on t h e  r a d i o ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what CARTER s a i d  about  any of  t h e  
k i l l i n g ,  o r  what you had seen? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  no. 

Q o 
Do you r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  any t i m e  

du r ing  t h e  day q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s ay ing  anyth ing  
about  i t ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  any o t h e r  c a l l  s i g n s ,  h i g h e r  
o r  lower ,  t a l k i n g  about  it o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  about  i t ?  

A. It seems l i k e  t h e r e  was some conve r sa t ion  b e s i d e s  
what w e  s a i d ,  bu t .1  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was. I c a n ' t - -
I keep t r y i n g ,  b u t  I c a n ' t ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  There was some d i s c u s s i o n  
by somebody b e s i d e s  u s ,  I b e l i e v e .  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember who a t  a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  subs tance  of t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
was? Was it a q u e s t i o n i n g  o r  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  s t o p  it o r  what? 

A. There may have been a d i r e c t i v e  t o  s t o p  it by 
Colonel  BARKER. I ' m  n o t  su re .  There w a s  something about--maybe 
Colonel  BARKER went o u t  t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  them o r  something. 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  H e  may have gone out t h e r e .  
W e  may have brought  him o u t  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  l and ings  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Not. s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h i s  area l i k e  t h i s  one u n l e s s  
there was--maybe t h i s  is t h e  one,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  There may 
very  w e l l  have been,  because we went i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  s o  
many t imes  g e n e r a l l y  over  t h e  pe r iod  of t ime.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  c a r r y i n g  Major CALHOUN o u t  t o  t h e  
a r e a ?  

A. That  could be ,  
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Q And making a r a t h e r  s h o r t  t r i p ,  perhaps  n o t  Fven 
g e t t i n g  down t h a t  f a r ,  s o r t  of now down a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
a r e a ,  and t u r n i n g  around and coming r i g h t  back? 

A. I r e c a l l  something about  t h a t ,  someone down t h e r e .  
It seems l i k e  w e  were c a l l e d  back.  Colonel  BARKER was ready 
t o  go o r  something and wanted t o  go down t h e r e ,  t o o ,  o r  
something. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  That  sounds very  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I 
jus t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How d i d  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai-- i f  
we go back t o  when you landed i n  t h e r e  f o r  t h i s  d u s t o f f ,  d i d  
you s e e  any more dead people  down t h e r e  anywhere e l s e ,  du r ing  
approach,  d e p a r t u r e ,  any low p a s s e s ,  o r  t a k e o f f ?  

A .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  might have been some more around 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e  on ly  ones I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a r e a l  l o t  
were t h e  ones  t h a t  we saw o u t s i d e  t h a t  I r e a l l y  saw. 

Q What makes you t h i n k  t h e r e  were some more i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e r e  were. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any? 

A. No, n o t  p o s i t i v e l y .  A l l  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  i s  what 
w e r e  a t  Son My. / 

Q . Is t h a t  t h e  on ly  t i m e  you saw any bod ie s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  Now t h o s e  a r e  t h e  on ly  ones I can recal l  
p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q I f  you had seen  any more i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y ,  do you 
t h i n k  you 'd  remember? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  For  some reason  j u s t  t h o s e  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a n d  o u t .  I remembered them even b e f o r e  you i 

c a l l e d  m e  a t  a l l .  

Q Do you know whether o r  n o t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was burn ing  
a t  t h i s  t ime? Was t h e r e  a l o t  of  smoke when you made your  
approach i n  t h e r e  f o r  t h a t  d u s t o f f ?  
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A. It seems l i k e  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  end w a s  p r e t t y  
w e l l  t o r e  up. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a l l  a r t i l l e r y  o r  what,  
b u t  it w a s  h i t  p r e t t y  hard.  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was burning.  
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any smoke? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  was smoke i n  t h e r e ,  yeah. 
Some t h a t  was--by t h e  t ime we  g o t  back t h e r e  a g a i n ,  I t h i n k  
it w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  j u s t  smoldering than  anyth ing  e l s e .  

Q . You mean a t  t h e  t ime you came back i n  t o  make t h i s  
d u s t o f f ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  hearin.g anyth ing  about  anyth ing  t h a t  
might have occur red?  Any k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  k i d s ,  o r  women, 
a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g ?  A f t e r  t h i s  day,  do you r e c a l l  
any rumors about  i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q 
i t ?  

Do you r e c a l l  anybody eve r  s ay ing  any th ing  about  

A. From what I remember a f t e r  t h a t  day,  t h e r e  was 
r e a l l y  no th ing  t o o  much, a t  l e a s t  w i t h i n  o u r  u n i t ,  t h a t  was 
eve r  mentioned t h a t  day. But a f t e r  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q o This  i s  what you r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  I presume, 
o r  do you recal l  it be ing  mentioned a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  
Duc Pho? 

A. I t h i n k  even a f t e r  w e  g o t  back t o  Duc Pho, some 
t h a t  day. A f t e r  t h a t  day I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was mentioned t o o  
much. I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  even something--there was a 
comment o r  two around t h e  company, I b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  w e  g o t  
back t h a t  day,  and maybe t h e  nex t  day. Then it was p r e t t y  
much f o r g o t t e n  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a photo ,  E x h i b i t  P-41. Can you 
i d e n t i f y  t h a t  scene  o r  recall having seen t h a t  scene?  

A. It looks  f a m i l i a r .  Tha t  may have been it. I ' m  
n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
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Q - Does t h a t  look l i k e  what you saw? 

A.  I t  looks  l i k e  what I s a w ,  r i g h t .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
Maybe it 's n o t  t h e  same t h i n g .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t ,  b u t  
it does look--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  barbed 
w i r e  f ence  t h e r e ?  

Yeah, I n o t i c e d  t h a t  too.  Where w a s  i t ?  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  a  barbed w i r e  f ence  t h e r e  
a long  the t r a i l  as you landed? 

A. It seems l i k e  t h e  v i l l a g e  should be o u t  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  of t h a t  t r a i l .  That should be t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  sou th  
s i d e .  I 'm n o t  s u r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I remember s e e i n g ,  o r  I 
t h i n k  I remember s e e i n g  t h e  people  on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  was e a s t -
west  on t h e  sou th  s i d e .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  It 
does look k ind  of l i k e  what 1 s a w  t h e r e .  That  looks  l i k e  it 
would be more l i k e  t h e  nor th-south  one.  

Q. You don' t recall--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  seems l i k e  it was r i g h t  a t  t h e  
j unc t ion  where it m e t  t h e  o t h e r  one,  somewhere nea r  t h e r e .  I 
was t h i n k i n g  it was more on t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q You're  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  it r a t h e r  t han  r e c a l l i n g  it 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Yeah. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  a Major GIBSON about  t h i s ,  
o r  t o  L ieu tenan t  MILLIKIN? 

A. W e  may have t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  M I L L I K I N  about  it 
some. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone s p e c i f i c a l l y  
about i t ?  
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A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  somebody, 
bu t  J c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  who it was. I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  
w i t h i n  t h e  crew, t h a t  d a j ,  we  s a i d  something about  it. I d o n ' t  
know how much. 

Q 0 You cannot  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether o r  n o t  you
d i scussed  it w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  Colonel  BARKER was aware of it. 
Sometime du r ing  t h e  day it came up. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who e x a c t l y  
brought it up t o  him o r  i f  w e  d i d  o r  n o t .  I t  seems l i k e  some-
body--we had t a l k e d  about it b e f o r e ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  
t o  b r i n g  it up wi th  him. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  
maybe i n  t h e  back s e a t ,  o r  t h e  in te rcom,  o r  something between 
Colonel  BARKER and somebody who w a s  f l y i n g  wi th  us .  I ' m  n o t  
su re .  There was some d i s c u s s i o n  about  it. I t h i n k  Colonel  
BARKER t o - - i t  w a s n ' t  brought  up by u s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  It w a s  
brought  up by t h e  i n f a n t r y  people  o r  one of t h e  o t h e r  ground 
u n i t s .  

Q- What do you r e c a l l  was t h e  subs t ance  of t h a t ?  Was 
it ques t ion ing ,  o r  was it a s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  was it an a c c u s a t i o n ,  
o r  what? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was any accusa t ion .  I b e l i e v e  
it was some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether it was necessary  o r  t h a t  s o r t  
of t h i n g .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  r e s u l t s  of it a t  a l l ,  o r  why, 
o r  what s o r t  of d e c i s i o n  was made on it, o r  anyth ing .  A l l  I 
can r e c a l l  is  it seems l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  some s o r t  of d i s c u s s i o n  
on t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  anyth ing  on t h e  reasons  f o r  
it, whether anybody s a i d  it was gunships  t h a t  d i d  it, o r  i n f a n t r y  
t h a t  d i d  i t ,  o r  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  d i d  i t ?  

A. It seems l i k e  somebody s a i d  once something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  that - -and t h i s  was d i f f e r e n t  people  though. I t  seemed 
l i k e  somebody s a i d  something about  t h e  Sharks ,  gunship team, 
maybe n o t  u s ing  t o o  much d i s c r e t i o n  on shoo t ing  some people .  
But t h e  most of it t h a t  I remember was Colonel  BARKER, I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  s a i d  something about  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was o r  
what d e c i s i o n  he made on it a s  f a r  as h i s  u n i t s  go. There w a s n ' t  
t o o  much s a i d  a t  any ' o the r  l e v e l  except  between t h e  s l i c k s  and 
t h e  guns,  I b e l i e v e .  I t h i n k  it was some d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e rwards .  
I t h i n k ,  a s  a matter of f a c t ,  nobody even t a l k e d  t o  t h e  guns 
about  it. I t h i n k  du r ing  one of o u r  conve r sa t ions  i n  t h e  hootch 
a f t e r  o r  something,  we s a i d  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  maybe. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  see ing  o r  hearing Colonel BARKER o r  
anyone t a l k i n g  about it with Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade 
commander? 

A. I r e c a l l  something, and I c a n ' t  remember what it 
was. I r e c a l l  somebody was--it was Colonel BARKER. Maybe it 
was Colonel HENDERSON. I ' m  no t  su re  who it was t h a t  s a i d  i t ,  
bu t  somebody was d i s c u s s i n g  it, and it seems l i k e  somebody s a i d  
t h a t  somebody brought up some s o r t  of reason,  and I ' m  no t  s u r e  
i f  somebody e l s e  d i d n ' t  t h ink  it was t o o  good an i d e a  or  what 
it was. 

Q IS t h i s  while  you were a i rborne  o r  on t h e  ground? 

A. Seems l i k e  while  we were a i rborne .  I ' m  no t  sure .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  any type of r a d i o  communi-
c a t i o n  t h a t  s a i d ,  "What t h e  h e l l  is  going on down the re?" ,  o r  
"What's going on down the re?  Stop t h e  k i l l i n g . " ?  

A. There may have been. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. Not p o s i t i v e l y ,  no. It sounds f a m i l i a r ,  but  t h a t ' s  
about a l l .  

Q - Someone made another  approach i n  t h e r e  and landing
i n t o  the  My Lai  a r e a ,  and picked up a couple of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and 
c a r r i e d  them from t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  v i l l a g e  a r e a  over t o  where B 
Company was opera t ing  near  the  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  Co you r e c a l l  
making any t r i p s  l i k e  t h a t ?  It was a photographer. 

A. It seems l i k e  i f  anybody d i d  it, we d i d  it, not  
because we should have, b u t  because it sounds l i k e  I th ink  
maybe I d i d  it. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I s o r t  of remember something 
vaguely i n  my mind about doing it, but  I c a n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-17. This i s  a 
photograph taken by t h e  photographer on board a h e l i c o p t e r  a s  
he was depar t ing  t h e  a r e a .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  r i c e  i s  down 
because of t h e  r o t o r  wash. You ' l l  n o t i c e  some ind iv idua l s  t h a t  
were s i t t i n g  on the  dike? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 
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Q o  A l l  r i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  Saber  6  on t h e  
r a d i o ?  Sure ly  i f  Saber 6 would have c a l l e d  o r  t a l k e d  t o  Coyote 
6 ,  you would recognize  Saber 6 was t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A .  It  seems l i k e  I r e c a l l  him i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and it 
seems l i k e  I r e c a l l  him involved  i n  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  a s  f a r  
a s  t h e  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  anyth ing  
s p e c i f i c  about  it. 

Q Ear l ie r  i n  t h e  day now--I'm going t o  t a k e  you back 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning--short ly a f t e r  you 
r e f u e l e d  and came r i g h t  back on s t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a c a l l  from 
Coyote 3 back a t  t h e  TOC wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o ,  and g i v i n g  a set o f  
coo rd ina t e s  i n  t h e  c l e a r ,  i n d i c a t i n g  some people  t h a t  needed 
t o  be checked o u t .  The i n d i c a t i o n  was t h a t  t h i s  was southwest  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  which perhaps  even Captain  
GABBOW wrote  down on t h e  w indsh ie ld ,  proved n o t  t o  be sou thwes t ,  
b u t  more t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  There w a s  some confus ion  
t h e r e .  Colonel  BARXER c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  it s o r t e d  o u t  whether 
the people  they  were t a l k i n g  about  were,  i n  f a c t ,  southwest  o r  
no r th ,  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  something about  i t ,  yes .  I t h i n k  they  
were r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  people  down on t h e  t r a i l  aga in .  The 
coo rd ina t e s  were wrong, yeah. It sounds l i k e  something--I remem-
ber  something about  it. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what it was. 

g o  Maybe even you and GARBOW recognized  r i g h t  away 
t h a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  were wrong. 

A .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  we t o l d  Colonel  BARKER o r  
somebody. Otherwise w e  went t o  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  t han  he s a i d .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  and we went ahead and went down. W e  
knew where it w a s  anyway. 

Q a Do you r e c a l l  who was wi th  Colonel  BARKER a t  t h i s  
t ime? Did he have one passenger  o r  more than  one? We'd l i k e  
very  much t o  f i n d  o u t  who was aboard wi th  him t h a t  day. I t a k e  
it you d i d  n o t  have a conso le  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  No, w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q You w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  o f f  of what,  your  FM? 

A. Yeah. 
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Q Did he have a PRC-25? 

A. I be l i eve  so.  

Q. Did he have it himsel f ,  o r  d i d  somebody e l s e  have 
i t ?  

A. I th ink  somebody e l s e  had it, i f  I ' m  not  mistaken. 
He was us ing  t h e  c o n t r o l  box. 

Q. He was us ing  your r ad io?  How was he doing t h a t ?  

A. We had an e x t r a  cord,  I be l i eve .  I ' m  not  su re  i f  
it was on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o r  l e f t  s i d e .  I know he had a t  l e a s t  
one e x t r a  cord coming ou t  of t h e  c o n t r o l  box. 

Q. Do you remember which s i d e  he was s i t t i n g  on? 

A .  When we ad jus ted  a r t i l l e r y ,  I t h i n k  he was s i t t i n g  
on the  l e f t  s i d e ,  and t h e r e  were people t h a t  were--I th ink  he 
was s i t t i n g  on the  l e f t  s i d e ,  and t h e r e  was two people,  I th ink ,  
t h a t  were t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  a r t i l l e r y .  They were s i t t i n g  on t h e  
r i g h t  s i d e ,  looking out .  He was s i t t i n g  on t h e  l e f t '  s i d e  look-
ing over t h e i r  shoulder.  La te r  on I th ink  he was probably s i t-
t i n g  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  

Q. I f  he was s i t t i n g  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  where would 
you have been s i t t i n g ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  where I s a t .  I t  d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  make t o o  much d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. 

Q You were a i r c r a f t  commander, and you had a new 
man on board. 

A. That was i n  t h e  174th.  I th ink  I was probably 
s i t t i n g  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were l o t s  of times a f t e r  
a person had been t h e r e  2 and 3 weeks, I ' d  l e t  them f l y  l e f t  
s e a t .  

Q. Do you remember making any landings o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  with any of the  companies and t a l k i n g  to--Colonel BARKER 
g e t t i n g  o f f  and t a l k i n g  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  company commanders 
t h a t  were opera t ing  ou t  the re?  
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A. I can remember going o u t  t h e r e ,  and I almost-- i t  
seems l i k e  I remember having Colonel BARKER going o u t ,  i f  I ' m  
no t  mistaken, a t  My Lai  (4), and t a l k i n g  t o  one of t h e  people 
ou t  t h e r e .  Somebody ta'ked t o  someone o u t  t h e r e .  I f  I ' m  not  
mistaken, we waited t h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  who it was f o r  sure .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long we s tayed 
t h e r e  o r  i f  we s tayed on t h e  ground o r  c i r c l e d .  I ' m  not  su re  
about t h a t  e i t h e r .  Someone went o u t  t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  
those people f o r  a  while. 

I n  t h e  a i r  o r  on t h e  ground? 

A, Somebody, I t h i n k ,  went down on the  ground and 
t a lked  t o  them, i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken. 

Q o  Did you see  any h e l i c o p t e r s  landing down t h e r e ?  

A .  Maybe Colonel HENDERSON went down the re .  

Q e  
 Beg your pardon? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON might have gone down i n  t h e r e ,  
bu t  I ' m  not  s u r e  about t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  see ing  any h e l i c o p t e r s  around t h e r e ?  a 

A. NO, I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q E i t h e r  the  H - 2 3  o r  a gunship o r  s l i c k ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I ' m  sor ry .  About t h e  only t ime I can 
r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  is  t h a t  one t i m e  we went down, and I can 
remember seeing t h e  place.  I t  seems l i k e  we went i n  more, a 
number of t imes,  but I can only--maybe i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  same 
p i c t u r e  each t ime we went down the re .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason,  but  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  more than one. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  seeing Colonel BARKER and t h e  
company commander on the  ground t a l k i n g ,  o r  t h e  company com- 
mander coming over  t o  t h e  sh ip  t a l k i n g  t o  him a t  any time? 
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A. I r e c a l l  one t ime, almost,  bu t  t h e r e  were so many 
times we were i n  j u s t  about t h e  same s i t u a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  remem-
ber  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  t h i s  was t h e  p lace  where somebody came over 
o r  not .  

Q Do you know Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I can 't remember him. I didn '  t know too  many 
people from t h a t  u n i t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about an accusa t ion  
being made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  events  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  on 16 March i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Not p o s i t i v e l y .  It seems l i k e  somebody--there 
was once upon a t ime,  I ' m  no t  su re  when o r  who it was. I th ink  
t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  d i d  say it was one of the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  
Maybe it was one of t h e  Warlords o r  something. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  
but  somebody was snooping around a l i t t l e  b i t  and saw again 
t h a t  it d i d n ' t  look r i g h t .  There was too  many people being 
k i l l e d ,  but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was, o r  r e a l l y  a t  a l l  i f  it 
was a s l i c k ,  o r  whatever it was. I ' m  no t  sure .  Somebody, I 
t h i n k ,  s a i d  something about it, f i r s t  on one of t h e  he l i cop te r s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  hear ing t h i s  down a t  your u n i t ,  o r  
was it up a t  LZ Dot t ie  where you heard i t ?  

A. Seems t o  m e  I r e c a l l  it when we were up i n  t h e  
a r e a  of My Lai  o r  LZ Dot t i e ,  and it was somebody t h a t  was ou t  
around t h a t  a rea  who s a i d  something about it. But it seems 
l i k e  somebody had s a i d  something about it the re .  Then somebody 
from one of t h e  ground u n i t s  a t  LZ Dot t ie  o r  something d i d  take  
some a c t i o n  on it ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  what it was. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  who it was t h a t  s a i d  it, made any accusa-
t i o n .  

Q Do you remember any of your a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  a f t e r -
noon of 16 March? You s a i d  it was a boring day. You a l s o  flew 
9.6 hours. We 've  taken you from a period of maybe 06 4 5 through 
1130 o r  so ,  which would have accounted f o r  maybe h a l f  of thee  
time t h a t  you flew t h a t  day. Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  
i n  t h e  af ternoon o r  t h e  balance of t h e  time? 
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A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. 

Q Do you recal l  making any l a n d i n g s  ove r  a long  t h e  
beach? 

A. It seems l i k e  we  might have r e s u p p l i e d  up on t h e  
beach o r  something,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e .  I 
d o n ' t  know. I remember one of t h e  t i m e s  w e  made an i n s e r t i o n  
i n t o  t h e r e ,  we d i d  do some r e supp ly ing  a long  t h e r e .  

Q a Do you r e c a l l  p i ck ing  up any Vietnamese? 

A. Yeah, t h a t  sounds--seems l i k e  w e  might have,  yeah. 
I c a n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  l and ing  though,  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  it 
though. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r  n o t .  

Q Captain  GARBOW seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  on t h i s  day 
you could have landed i n  t h e r e  and p icked  up 8 t o  1 0  Vietnamese 
men, women, and c h i l d r e n  and s o  on--landed r i g h t  on t h e  beach.  
It d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be t h i s  day t h a t  he r e c a l l s  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

A. I r e c a l l  'something about  an  i n c i d e n t ,  t o o .  I t  
seems l i k e  t h a t  w a s  maybe--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember where you took them? 

A. One t i m e  I remember w e  went up t o  Chu La i  and 
dropped some o f f  a t  a POW camp up t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  day,  o r  i f  t h i s  is  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a t  a l l .  Maybe it 
was. I remember one t i m e  we took some up t o  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  
r i g h t .  a long  Highway 1, and dropped some POW'S o f f  t h e r e  by Chu 
La i  . 
Q. The n e x t  day on t h e  1 7 t h  of March--well, on t h e  
evening of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  companies l a a g e r e d ,  B Company and C 
Company, i n  a RON p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  h e r e  j u s t  sou th  of t h e  Diem 
D i e m  River ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They were c l o s e  t o  A Company, which 
was a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  Of c o u r s e ,  t hey  were r e s u p p l i e d  i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  evening.  The nex t  day C Company went sou th .  B Company 
went o u t  on t h e  pen insu la  and sou th .  Both companies worked 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a  and then  came back up h e r e  where they  l aage red  
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  18 th .  Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  t h a t  day? 
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A. Yeah, it seems t o  m e  we went back t h e r e  t h e  nex t  
day. We f lew f o r  them a g a i n ,  yeah. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  aga in .  
I remember one day p o s i t i v e l y  though. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  this is 
t h e  same t ime a g a i n ,  b u t  we d i d  p i ck  up some P O W ' s .  I t h i n k  
we picked them up around i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  maybe n o t .  I remember 
b r i n g i n g  some POW'S i n .  There was only one t ime we e v e r  d i d  
t h a t ,  t o o ,  o n l y  one t i m e  I e v e r  d i d  t h a t ,  t h a t  I took  P O W ' s  
up t o  t h e  POW camp a t  Chu Lai .  

Q - Were they  a l l  men? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. The 18th--by t h e  way, 17 March was a Sunday, n o t  
t h a t  t h a t  was anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  u n l e s s  you happen t o  be 
a r e l i g i o u s  young man, and I ' m  n o t  aware of it. I d o n ' t  know 
whether you are o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  17 th  w a s  a Sunday, i f  t h a t  can 
h e l p  f i x  t i m e .  On t h e  1 8 t h ,  Monday, C Company moved n o r t h  
ac ros s  o n t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  B Company went 
on n o r t h  up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  And i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  C/1/20 w a s  
e x t r a c t e d  from t h e r e  back t o  D o t t i e .  Again they  had very few 
a i r c r a f t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  They d i d  it wi th  perhaps two, t h r e e ,  
o r  f o u r  s l i c k s .  It took them s e v e r a l  t r i p s .  They completed ' 
t h e  l i f t  back about  1630 i n  t h e  a f te rnoon .  

A. That  aga in  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  l i k e  on t h e  same 
g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c s .  

Q. Well, M r .  L I N D ,  we  have a t a p e  r eco rd ing  t h a t  w a s  
recorded on t h e  morning of 16 March a t  Task Force  Barker TOC 
a t  LZ Do t t i e .  I would l i k e  t o  have you l i s t e n  t o  t h a t  t a p e  and 
see i f  any of t h e  e v e n t s  o r  v o i c e s  o r  c a l l  s i g n s  o r  any of t h e  
in format ion  t h a t ' s  on t h a t  t a p e  sounds f a m i l i a r  t o  you o r  i f  it 
can h e l p  your r e c a l l  any. I would a p p r e c i a t e ,  i f  you can iden t -
i f y  v o i c e s  o r  i n c i d e n t s ,  i f  you would w r i t e  down t h e  page number. 
A f t e r  you've l i s t e n e d  t o  it once o r  twice  o r  how many t imes  you'd 
l i k e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  reconvene and d i s c u s s  wi th  you what you have 
heard ,  and s e e  i f  t h i s  seems t o  be t h e  g e n e r a l  t one  of conversa-
t i o n  t h a t  you r e c a l l  on t h e  16 th .  The t a p e  t i m e  we b e l i e v e  runs  
from about  0715 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  somewhere c l o s e  t o  1 0  o 'c lock 
i n  t h e  morning. So n o t  a l l  t h a t  you r e c a l l  is  on t a p e .  Some of 
t h e  even t s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  a r e  n o t  on t h e  t a p e  because t h e  t a p e  
was n o t  running when t h e s e  e v e n t s  occur red .  So i f  you would, I ' d  
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l i k e  f o r  you t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h a t .  Then I ' l l  come back i n  when 
you a r e  ready and d i scuss  t h e  t a p e  wi th  you a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. Okay, sir. 

Q e  I ' l l  g i v e  you a t r a n s c r i p t  (Exhib i t  M-20) t o  
follow a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t ape  t o  l i s t e n  t o ,  and you can s t o p  it, 
run it back, o r  what have you. The i d e a  is t o  h e l p  you r e f r e s h  
your memory on t h a t  operation. .  

he hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1025 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1135 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p r e s e n t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Now t h a t  you have heard t h e  t a p e ,  M r .  L I N D ,  
does t h e  ope ra t ion  seem any more f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  ~ v e r ~ t h i h ~  ont h a t  was t h e  t a p e  f i t s  
r i g h t  i n t o  p lace .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of much of anyth ing  else t h a t  
wasn ' t  s a i d  i n  t h e  tape .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  what you have heard on t h e  
t ape?  

A. Right ,  very  much so.  

Q. Do you f e e l  you were f l y i n g  C&C t h a t  day,  then? 

A. l ' ight ,  I ' m  s u r e  I was. 

Q. Yc  1' re s u r e  you were? 

A. Y ~ L, 
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Q. A r e  t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  t r ansmis s ions  t h a t  you 
heard on t h e  t a p e  t h a t  make you r e c a l l  something t h a t  w e  
h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed?  

A.  No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  j u s t  a few t h i n g s  t h a t  popped 
i n t o  my mind du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  One t h i n g  w a s  on page 3 
about  dropping smoke. I remember Colonel  BARKER d i d n ' t  hea r  
about  t h e  smoke r i g h t  away. I remember t h a t ,  i f  I ' m  no t  m i s -
t aken ,  I even t o l d  him t h a t  Dolphin Lead s a i d  we  should drop 
a smoke. I remember t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q Do you remember where? I t h i n k  what you a r e  i n d i -
c a t i n g  h e r e  i s  t h a t  Dolphin d i d  no t  r e q u i r e  a mark of t h e  LZ? 

A .  Right .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  I t h i n k  I even t o l d  
Colonel  BARKER about  t h a t ,  because Colonel  BARKER d i d n '  t hea r  
on t h e  r a d i o  r i g h t  away. I remember t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q. The page number you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  is  i n  t h e  
t a p e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  which is  E x h i b i t  M-20. What is  t h e  nex t  
t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I seem t o  remember p r e t t y  much t h e  p a r t  about t h e  
Sharks going down, and t h e  guy wi th  t h e  weapon south  of  the 
road ,  and t h e  Warlords w e r e  going down t o  look a t  him, too .  I 
remember them having problems as t o  who w a s  t o  s t a y  on which 
s i d e  of t h e  road.  

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  t h i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  problem? 

A. Right .  

Q What's t h e  nex t  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. The nex t  t h i n g  i s  on page 1 2 ,  marking them wi th  
smoke. I t h i n k  I remember something l i k e  t hey  had t h e  wrong--
Dolphin Lead i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  wrong c o l o r  of  smoke. That  sounds--
I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. 

Q Where he i d e n t i f i e d  v i o l e t ?  
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A. Right .  

Q And you f e e l  t h a t  you dropped some o t h e r  c o l o r ?  

A. A f t e r  a whi le  he s a y s ,  "Tal lyho,  yellow!" I seem 
t o  remember something about  a mis take i n  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  
smoke, r i g h t .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Not a r e a l  l o t .  I remember a r t i l l e r y  rounds.  I ' m  
p o s i t i v e  of t h a t ,  t o o ,  t h a t  they were a l i t t l e  b i t  o f f  i n  cu t -
t i n g  o f f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q 0 They were l a t e  i n  s h u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n  
t h e  second LZ.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you r e c a l l - - y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  t a p e  t h e r e  w a s  
a mention of  Sane Drank De l t a  Mike? 

A. Sane Drank. They w e r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  w e r e  working 
wi th  t h e  Warlords,  I b e l i e v e .  I t  seems l i k e  t hey  had an in fan -
t r y  u n i t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  was s o r t  of o r g a n i c  t o  them and was 
working w i t h  them. 

Q- Sane Drank De l t a  Mike were t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s  working 
o f f  shore .  

A. Oh! T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  yeah. I was t r y i n g  t o  remember. 
I c o u l d n ' t  remember who N e w s  Boy I n d i a  20 was. Was t h a t  ano the r  
one of t h e  s w i f t  boa t s?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  W e  worked wi th  Sane Drank De l t a  
Mike a couple  t imes .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s  t h e r e  t h a t  
day ? 
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A. I th ink  so ,  r i g h t .  I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e ,  bu t  it seems 
l i k e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, they even had a few people t h a t  were 
t r y i n g  t o  go o u t .  They chased them back i n  again o r  something. 
I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  because t h e r e  was, I t h i n k ,  about two 
o r  t h r e e  opera t ions  they were on. I do remember Coyote 6 bring-
ing  them back, and w e  dropped Coyote 6 o f f .  I t  was Colonel HEN-
DERSON, I be l i eve ,  we brought back t o  the  TOC, I remember t h a t  . 
now, too. 

Q. You remember dropping Colonel BARKER o f f ?  

A. Right ,  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  

Q Which time? When you went t o  r e f u e l  o r  when you 
were going t o  take  t h e  wounded up? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was when we re fue led .  There was one 
time when he was going t o  go back and t e l l  65 about it, and 65 
s a i d  t h a t  I be l i eve  it was Colonel HENDERSON was t h e r e .  

Q. What you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  is  on page 13 and 1 4 ,  bl 
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  M-20)? P 

CJ 
A. I be l i eve  so. I remember the  t ime, too ,  when 65, 
I th ink ,  advised him t h a t .  I be l i eve  Colonel HENDERSON was ,.-<I 

t h e r e  on t h e  radio .  

Q That was Saber 6? 

A. Right. 

Q. They advised him of t h a t ,  and t h a t  was over on 
page 26? 

A,  Right.  I c a n ' t  remember br inging t h e  wounded. 

Q. You ' l l  n o t i c e  from t h e  tape t h a t  it appears l i k e  
he d id  g e t  o f f ,  and Saber 6 was a t  the  l o c a t i o n  then ,  which 
the  log  s t a t e s  was about 0935 ,  when Saber 6 a r r i v e d  a t  LZ 
Dot t ie .  The t ransmiss ion  here  on page 26 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
chopper w i l l  head nor th  and take the  wounded, the  ones t h a t  
had j u s t  been picked up t h e r e .  

A, I c a n ' t  remember the  wounded though. 
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Q Do you remember dropping Colonel  BARKER o f f  t h e r e ?  

A. I remember Colonel  BARKER be ing  adv i sed  of Saber 
6 r  h i s  l o c a t i o n .  I remtmber t h a t ,  r i g h t .  I c a n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  e l s e .  

Q Why do you remember t h a t ,  I wonder? 

A. I don' t know. I j u s t  remember they  d i d  say t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  know why. I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  anyth ing .  I j u s t  remember 
when we were coming i n  p r e t t y  nea r .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  we 
were coming i n  i n  a s h o r t  whi le .  T h a t ' s  maybe why I d o n ' t  re-
member . 
Q- Do you remember s e e i n g  General  KOSTER o r  h i s  s h i p
t h e r e  when you came i n .  

A. I might have seen h i s  s h i p .  

Q a  Was t h e r e  j u s t  one C&C s h i p ,  o r  cou ld  t h e r e  have 
been two? 

A. There  could have been two, b u t  I a lmost  t h i n k  
t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
wounded, n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q = Do you remember land ing?  The t i m e  t h a t  you remem-
b e r  t h e  Saber  6 be ing  t h e r e ,  d i d  you l and  and j u s t  s t a y  t h e r e ,  
o r  d i d  you go r e f u e l ?  

A. A l l  I can remember is  t h a t  Saber  6 w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. The reason  I ' m  a sk ing  t h a t  i s  because t h e r e  i s  
some evide- ce t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  maybe a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  
0935 ,  when Colonel  BARKER a p p a r e n t l y  g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p  and t h e  
C&C went or. n o r t h ,  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  two C & C 1 s  on 
t h e  pad, or. maybe only one. Maybe one w a s  r e f u e l i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w a s  d e f i n i t \ \ l y  one. W e  t h i n k  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e  i n  
h i s  C&C w i t .  M r .  COONEY f l y i n g  it. Then t h e r e  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
sh ip .  Of c tt;lrse, t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p  could  have dropped t h e  
g e n e r a l  and %en gone down and t aken  on f u e l  and been i n  t h e  
f u e l  dump wl . l e  Colonel  BARKER'S C&C made h i s  approach i n  t h e r e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w e . ' ?  two C&C s h i p s  a t  D o t t i e .  
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A. R igh t ,  I s o r t  of remember t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p  
was t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  about  Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
s h i p  thou.gh. 
Q Can you remember s e e i n g  i f  it was s h u t  down o r  a t  
i d l e ?  

A.  The way it comes t o  mind, I t h i n k  it w a s  s h u t  down. 
Saber 6 w a s  shut--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he have h i s  s h i p  d i s t i n c t i v e l y
marked? 

A. H e  had an Arner ical .patch i n  f r o n t ,  I know t h a t .  
I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  he had t h e  i n s i d e  f i x e d  up some, t o o ,  
s p e c i a l  cush ions  on t h e  s e a t .  I t h i n k  he had green cush ions  
on t h e  seat,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  remember r e a l l y  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  it r e a l  w e l l  i n  my mind. 

Q You ' l l  n o t i c e  over  on page 27 t h e r e ' s  a conversa-
t i o n  about  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e :  "Roger. Sounds good." 

A.  I a g a i n ,  s i r ,  remember the c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  b u t  I 
can '  t p i c t u r e  anyth ing  i n  my mind. 

Q Did you recognize  t h e  v o i c e ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. I guess it was probably me, b u t  
I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l .  I never  have been a b l e  t o  recognize  
my voice .  

Q Could it have been Captain  GARBOW? 

A. It could have been. 

Q ~ u tyou c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  I t h i n k  it was probably myself .  

Q Did you h a b i t u a l l y  s ay ,  "Sounds good?" 
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A .  Y e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when somebody t e l l s  m e  I can 
go and s i t  down and r e l a x .  That  always sounds good. I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  I s a i d  t h a t .  

Q* T h e r e ' s  ano the r  conve r sa t ion  wi th  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  
he re .  Did you p i c k  t h a t  up? 

A .  Right .  I was r e l a y i n g .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e  on page 
1 9  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M-20) .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  was me. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  conve r sa t ion?  D o  you r e c a l l  
something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A .  Yeah, I r e c a l l  t h e  conve r sa t ion .  

Q e  
 You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  Coyote 6 says  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h a t ,  "We ' l l  s t a y  west  of t h a t , "  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s t a y i n g  w e s t  
of H i l l  85 when they were going t o  blow t h e  mor ta r  rounds.  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember. I was more, I t h i n k ,  i n t e r -
e s t e d  wi th  t h e  conve r sa t ion  wi th  t h e  d u s t o f f  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t h i n k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t h i n k  d u s t o f f  was 
having problems g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where he was going 
t o  p ick  up t h e  wounded. 

Q . Was t h a t  a r e g u l a r  d u s t o f f  s h i p ?  

A. R igh t .  


Q A r e g u l a r  medical  s e r v i c e  company a i r c r a f t ?  
a 

A. Right .  

Q . Do you know who Lobo 65 i s ?  

A .  What page i s  t h a t  on? 

Q. Page 1 6 .  

A .  t know I shou ld ,  b u t  I c a n ' t .  
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Q Back on page 1 4  t h e r e ' s  a conve r sa t ion  r i g h t  a t  
t h e  t o p  of t h e  page w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Coyote 65 i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e y ' d  have a v e h i c l e  o u t  t o  p ick  Colonel  BARKER up. Do you 
remember a v e h i c l e  a t  any t ime t h a t  you dumped Colonel  BARKER 
o f f  t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  o r  do you remember a v e h i c l e  coming up? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  except  t h a t  one medevac w e  took .  

Q Do you remember what t h a t  v e h i c l e  looked l i k e ?  
Was it an a i d  jeep ,  o r  was it a r e g u l a r  jeep? 

A. The medevac? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I s o r t  of  t h i n k  maybe it was an a i d  jeep.  I t  had 
a l i t t l e  cover  on t h e  back. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  it may n o t  have been. 
No, I remember a few t imes  w e  brought  people  back t h e r e ,  and 
they  had t h e  a i d  jeep.  But I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  i f  t hey  
d i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  n o t .  

Q Was it an MP jeep? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Back on page 13 ,  middle of t h e  page, Coyote 6 ,  
a f t e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  be ing  
l a t e ,  is  i n d i c a t i n g  h e ' s  heading back t o  r e f u e l  and ask ing  
C h a r l i e  6 i f  he ' s  had any c o n t a c t  down t h e r e  y e t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any o f  what t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e a f t e r  accord ing  
t o  t h e  t a p e s ?  

A. I recall  t h e  conve r sa t ion  somewhat. I can ' t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How about  t h i s  number, 84 KIA? 

A .  I t  sounds f a m i l i a r .  I c a n ' t  remember r e a l l y  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  somebody coming a c r o s s  the r a d i o  and say ing  8 4 ,  
The conve r sa t ion  I remember t o  some e x t e n t .  
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Q *  Then down a t  t h e  bottom of page 13  t h e r e ,  you
s a i d :  "Returning t o  y o u  l o c a t i o n  t o  r e f u e l .  I ' l l  s t o p  down 
a t  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e . "  I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r  you d i d  r e c a l l  something a long  t h i s  l i n e .  

Right .  

Q Timewise, you s e e ,  t h i s  occu r red  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  
second LZ, which w a s  a t  0827 hours .  So t h i s  would have been 
0830 ox 0835 somewhere around t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  Maybe Col-
one l  BARKER went back t o  r e f u e l ,  and went down t o  t he  TOC, and 
brought  them up t o  d a t e .  The Sharks ,  a s  you n o t i c e d ,  a l s o  were 
running low on f u e l  about t h i s  t i m e .  Then a f t e r ,  on page 1 4 ,  
y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  no conve r sa t ion  between Coyote 6 and any-
one. Page 17 i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  page he comes back up, and 
i f  you n o t i c e d  on t h e  t a p e  t h e r e  was some background b l ade  
c l a p ,  But Coyote 6 aga in  comes on t h e  a i r  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
page, which would i n d i c a t e  he was back from r e f u e l i n g  o r  h e ' s  
a i r b o r n e  aga in  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g .  

A. I remember t h e  p a r t  about  t h e  mor ta r  rounds.  I 
remember conve r sa t ion .  

Q . Do you remember where you were i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  a r e a ?  Where you can s e e  it, g e t  a good look a t  i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  we w e r e  probably c l o s e r  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q .  Did you go down t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h i s  mortar  
bus ines s?  

A. I t h i n k  i f  we d i d ,  I know we d i d n ' t  l a n d  t h e r e .  
I t h i n k  we maybe had j u s t  gone down once o r  tw ice .  We d i d n ' t  
look very  much a t  H i l l  85, I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q o  Did you look much a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  More a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t han  H i l l  85 d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime.  

Q . From a low l e v e l ?  

A. Probably about  1,000 f e e t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  going 
down real  low. 
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him ever  saying l e t ' s  go down 
and t ake  a c l o s e r  look? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  He may have. 

Q Not t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  though? 

A. No. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  here ,  too ,  is  where the  
Sharks have gone t o  r e f u e l .  

A.  Yes. 

Q. Timewise t h i s  would t i e  i n  p r e t t y  wel l  wi th  the  
Sharks. They would have been very low on f u e l .  Phys ica l ly  
they would have had t o  go and r e f u e l  a f t e r  about an hour and 
a ha l f  o r  an hour and 45 minutes. So t h i s  would have put  t h i s  
time per iod  somewhere ardund 8:30 o r  9 o ' c lock .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q We have had testimony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  when 
Colonel BARKER went back t o  r e f u e l  a t  0830 o r  0845 r i g h t  a f t e r  
the  second l i f t ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON i n  h i s  s h i p  a l s o  was 
a r r i v i n g  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I n  f a c t ,  a f t e r  picking up these  VC 
suspec t s  and dropping them o f f  a t  the  IPW cage, they had hovered 
over t o  t h e  V I P  pad and r e f u e l i n g  a rea .  What we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  is  whether o r  no t  Colonel BARKER d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s ee  
Colonel HENDERSON t h e r e  and t a l k  t o  him. La te r  on i n  the  
morning, about 0930 is  when Colonel BARKER came back i n  t h e r e  
again.  Colonel HENDERSON was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  and General 
XOSTER was i n  the  a r e a .  Any he lp  t h a t  you can be on r e c a l l i n g  
e i t h e r  one of these  ';wo ins tances  would be most b e n e f i c i a l .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember anything s p e c i f i c a l l y .  It does 
seem l i k e  t h e r e  probably was--Colonel HENDERSON probably was 
the re .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  
it i n  my mind. 
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  two of them meeting on t h e  
pad o r  any th ing ,  o r  Colonel  BARKER g e t t i n g  o u t  and see ing  him 
suddenly,  and r ecogn iz ing  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e ,  o r  Gen-
eral KOSTER, o r  any one 3f t h e  two meetings t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
could have had? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. 

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Colonel  BARKER m e e t  any 
of t h e  h igher - ranking  o f f i c e r s  o r  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  i n  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n ,  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  pad, on any occas ion  t h a t  
you f lew i n ?  

A. I remember one t i m e .  I can remember s p e c i f i c a l l y - -
I c a n ' t  remember which pad it was--I remember one t ime when t h e r e  
were t h r e e  of them t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  was a l l ,  Colonel  
HENDERSON and Saber  6 and Colonel  BARKER. That  may have 
been t h e  t i m e ,  because I remember we had problems. W e  had 
t o  k ind  of hop, s k i p ,  and jump around t h e  pads ,  because t h e r e  
wasn' t h a r d l y  enough room. I remember one t ime we landed,  
and I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  down by t h e  VIP pad. Then Colonel  HENDERSON 
came i n  w i t h  h i s  C&C s h i p .  But I c a n ' t  remember exact ly--
what t i m e ,  p l a c e  it a t  t h e  r i g h t  t ime,  i f  it was on t h i s  day 
o r  n o t .  

Q - W e  t h i n k  t h e r e  was ano the r  meet ing,  maybe on t h e  
17 th ,  probably t h e  18 th .  Now t h i s  occur red  about  0930 i n  t h e  
morning. Colonel  BARKER w a s  a t  D o t t i e  t h i s  t i m e ,  and Colonel  
HENDERSON and General  YOUNG came i n  i n  s e p a r a t e  a i r c r a f t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  a couple  of  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  from ano the r  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t ,  t h e  123d, t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

&. Okay. You w i l l  n o t i c e  back h e r e  on t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  
t h i s  bus ines s  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  page 21 wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a mix-
up o u t  southwest  and s o  on wi th  t h e s e  c o o r d i n a t e s  a t  My La i?  

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q. You remember t h a t ?  What do you remember about  t h a t ?  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken I even t o l d  Coyote 6 t h a t  t h e  
coo rd ina t e s  had t o  be wrong, because it w a s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i -
r e c t i o n  t h a n  was shown. I remember w e - - i t  could  be t h a t  Capta in  
GARBOW d i d  w r i t e  it down, because one of  us checked it r i g h t  
away, r i g h t  a f t e r ,  and c a l l e d  it i n .  

(LIND) 59 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-346 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Did you t e l l  Colonel BARKER? 

A.  Seems l i k e  we  d i d .  

Q - Do you remember whether o r  n o t  you used t h e  
intercom? 

A.  It w a s  on intercom, I ' m  su re .  

Q - It was. Do you remember anyone e l s e  back t h e r e  
t a l k i n g  about it o r  anyone e l s e  i n  the  sh ip?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was somebody e l s e  i n  t h e  s h i p ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember who it was. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember who else 
w a s  i n  t h e  s h i p  a t  t h a t - t ime. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have any jump s e a t s  aboard? 

A.  Not on board,  sir.  We had taken them o u t .  W e  
only used t h e  one--

I 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You only  used t h e  hammock s e a t ?  

A. Right.  W e  on ly  used t h e  jump s e a t s ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  
f i r s t  day w e  had t h a t  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  on any of  your t r i p s  ove r  My Lai  
o r  over  t h e  beach a r e a  of 1 6  March, g e t t i n g  down low and s e e i n g  
any of t h e  ground t r o o p s  o r  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s ,  o r  recogniz ing  
t h a t  t h e s e  were f r i e n d l i e s ,  o r  they w e r e  a t  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e ,  
o r  t r a c i n g  t h e i r  p rogress?  

A.  I remember something about--that  I t h i n k  they 
went t o  go through t h e  a r e a  and s t a r t e d  t o  go back up he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Then they were j u s t  about t o  where those  Sharks 
had those  people  on t h e  other--on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of where 
we pu t  t h e  l i f t  i n .  I th ink  t o  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  They had some 
people they  s h o t  down. I remember t h a t  from t h e  conversa t ion  
t h a t ' s  i n  he re .  I remember t h a t  where they had g o t t e n  j u s t  
about t o  t h e  people ,  and they had come back aga in .  They had 
t o  send somebody else up t h e r e  t o  go up and p o l i c e  up t h e  web 
gear  and s t u f f .  I remember t h a t .  
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Q .  To t h e  n o r t h  o r  t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. It  seems l i k e  t hey  went up. Somebody went up 
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  too .  They had some s t u f f  up t h e r e  t h a t  
they had t o  p i c k  up. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I recal l  Sharks up t h e r e .  

Q. You r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  Sharks up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What were t h e  Sharks do ing  when you r e c a l l  
s ee ing  them? 

A. Down low l e v e l  a long  t h e  ground most ly .  

Q Werz they dropping smoke? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  yeah.. I ' m  n o t  pos i t i ve ' .  I saw some 
smoke down t h e r e .  1 ' c a n 1 t ' r e m e m b e r  t h e  e x a c t  k ind .  

Q a Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can remember t h a t  
you may o r  may n o t  have t a l k e d  about ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of how i n s i g -
n i f i c a n t  you t h i n k  it might be? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  It almost  seems l i k e  sometime du r ing  
t h e  day--I d o n ' t  know, I t h i n k  it w a s  j u s t  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  d i r -
e c t i o n .  Somebody mentioned a l i t t l e  square  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g ) .  I t ' s  very  prominent i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q- The l i t t l e  c i t a d e l  o u t p o s t ?  

A .  Right .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  people  were heading 
i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  o r  what. T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can remember, 
I t h i n k ,  r i g h t  now. 

Q- There was a conve r sa t ion  on h e r e  w i th  Warlord on 
page 2 4 ,  bottom o f  t h e  page,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  we've g o t  somebody 
up i n  t h e  a r e a  h e r e ,  8 o r  9 "dinks  ," web gea r  and eve ry th ing .  
Then l a t e r  on it i n d i c a t e s  10 t o  1 5 ,  t h e  nex t  t r ansmis s ion .  
Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t ?  
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A. I remember something about  t h e  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
somebody j u s t  below H i l l  85 o r  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  it t h e r e .  
Warlord Alpha Lead s a i d  something I c a n ' t  remember. I remem-
b e r  t h a t  conve r sa t ion ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember w i th  Warlord. 

Q You t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r ,  s ir ,  t h a t  you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
someone d i s c u s s i n g  a l l  t h e  people  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  Is t h i s  t h e  
type  of t h i n g  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  o r  was t h e r e  something 
e l s e ?  

A.  T h i s ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  probably what I w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f .  
I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  anybody s a i d  about  
it. I almost  t h i n k  somebody sometime du r ing  t h e  day over  t h e  
r a d i o  d i d  s ay  something about-- there  was something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few of  them g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  o r  
something. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q D i f f e r e n t  from this type  t r ansmis s ion  he re?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  r i g h t .  

Q. I t h i n k  you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  was t h e  c a l l  
s i g n  of some h i g h e r  u n i t ,  o r  d i d  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  was Colonel  
BARKER, o r  who, o r  do you remember? 

A. There was some conve r sa t ion ,  I t h i n k ,  about  it over  
the r a d i o  w i th  somebody of h i g h e r  r ank ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  what it was. O r  it was j u s t  something r e a l  b ig .  I 
took it t h a t  way o r  something. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q .  We have some tes t imony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an o r d e r  g iven  by Colonel  HENDERSON, Rawhide 6- - th i s  would 
have been i n  t h e  af ternoon-- to  send C Company back i n t o  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  t o  check the  c a s u a l t y  coun t ,  t h e  body coun t ,  and 
s o  on, and t h a t  t h i s  was countermanded on the  a i r  by Saber 
6 say ing  nega t ive .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I t  a lmost  seems 
l i k e  I r e c a l l  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  
it r e a l l y ,  or  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any th ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  a l l .  

Q.  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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(The hearing recessed  a t  1210 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1410 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p resen t  when the  hearing recessed a r e  
again present .  

I remind you t h a t  you remain under oa th .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  L I N D ,  a s  I understand it, you can r e c a l l  
nothing f u r t h e r  than what you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  concerning 
the  events  of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Do you a t  any time r e c a l l  n o t i f y i n g  anyone con-
cerning the  bodies t h a t  you saw on the  ground when you made 
the medical evacuation j u s t  south of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t .  I remember something about--I 
d o n ' t  be l i eve  I r e a l l y  even considered t e l l i n g  anybody. I re-
member something about th inking  about it and somewhere--or some-
body e l s e  knew about it. I ' m  not  su re  i f  it was Colonel BARKER 
o r  who it was, bu t  somebody knew and s a i d  something about i t ,  
and I th ink  I s o r t  of d is regarded it. I ' m  not  s u r e  what a c t i o n  
was taken o r  anything. 

Q You a r e  no t  c e r t a i n  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was any 
r a d i o  conversat ion about it o r  whether it was person t o  person? 

A. 
one of 
the f i e  
saying
anythxn 

No, sir.  I ' m  almost su re  t h a t  somebody e l s e ,  l i k e  
t h e  high-ranking people bes ides  somebody who was o u t  i n  
I d ,  s a i d  something about it,,bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  myself 
anything t o  them a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  know who it was o r  
g ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  somebody e l s e ,  l i k e  a t  TOC o r  some-

thing--not necessa r i ly  a t  TOC. I remember the  conversa t ion ,  
but  rpaybe i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  something when we picked up Col-
onel  BARKER o r  somebody e l s e .  But somebody had s a i d  something 
about it, and I c a n ' t  remember what it was. It seems l i k e  t h a t .  
I ' m  no t  sure .  
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Q. Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been some k i l l i n g  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  he cons idered  it k i l l i n g ,  b u t  it 
seemed l i k e  he knew what w a s  happening t h e r e  and why it was 
happening, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  He was aware of a l i t t l e  
b i t  of what was going on,  yes .  

Q You r e c a l l  having t h a t  f e e l i n g ?  

A. That f e e l i n g ?  Right .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where I g o t  
it o r  anyth ing ,  b u t  I d i d  have t h a t  f e e l i n g .  It seems t h a t  
way anyway. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  making any r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  
t h e  TOC o r  t o  anyone concerning what you had seen?  

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any t r ansmis s ion .  

Q. Do y.ou recall  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER about  
what you had seen?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I s o r t  of r e c a l l  t h a t .  I t  
almost  seems l i k e  Colonel  BARKER--I r e c a l l  something about  
Colonel  BARKER t a l k i n g  t o  somebody e l s e  about  it o r  something. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  P o s s i b l y  I g o t  i n t o  t h e  conve r sa t ion  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  almost  p o s i t i v e  I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  t h e  conversa-
t i o n  up. I t  was something about  it t h a t  b e f o r e  I had s a i d  any-
t h i n g ,  they a l r e a d y  knew about  it, which seems I had a f e e l i n g  
t h a t  s o r t  of a s su red  meuthat  t hey  were w e l l  aware of  what was 
going on. I t  seems t h a t  way. 

Q - Could it have been over  t h e  in tercom? 

A. I ' m  a lmost  c e r t a i n  it was over  t h e  in te rcom 
be fo re  w e  'even s t a r t e d  up. 

Q Could he have been t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  such as h i s  a r t i l l e r y  people  t h e r e  o r  
whoever w a s  w i t h  him? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I s o r t  of t h i n k  it might have been,  
something l i k e  t h a t .  H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  somebody t h a t  was 
r i d i n g  a long  wi th  him. This  is j u s t  maybe a f e e l i n g  I have 
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s t a r t e d  t o  develop o r  something. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s o r t  of a f e e l -
i n g  t h a t  it might have been a t  D o t t i e  b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t e d  up one 
t i m e  i n  the  back seat of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  a s o r t  of 
a f e e l i n g  I have. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t a k i n g  Colonel  BARKER o r  your s h i p  
over  t h e  area where you had seen t h e  bodies  and showing them, 
o r  Colonel  BARKER see ing  them? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  recal l  anyth ing  t h a t  we d i d  
r e a l l y  f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  purpose.  

, Q .  Then you do n o t  know whether o r  n o t  Colonel  BARKER 
d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e  t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  area where you had seen them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER i s s u i n g  any o r d e r s  o r  
t a l k i n g  t o  anyone on t h e  ground w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  w e r e  on t h e  ground? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion .  

Q. Any o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoot-
i n g ,  o r  what '  s going on, o r  any th ing  i n , t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  he o r  somebody made some s o r t  of a 
comment about  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it w a s  a c t u a l l y  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  c u t  and d r i e d ,  s o  t o  speak ,  i f  y o u ' l l  excuse t h e  
exp res s ion ,  such as "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g ! "  o r  so on ,  something I ' m  
n o t  s u r e ,  "Make s u r e  your t a c t i c s  a r e n ' t  wrong," o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  More t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  t han  t h a t  t hey  were a c t u a l l y  
doing some k i l l i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  But it seems l i k e  t h e r e  may 
have been something l i k e  t h a t  come a c r o s s  t h e  r a d i o .  But I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you e v e r  r e p o r t  what you had seen  t o  anyone? 

A. No, sir, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Not t o  Major GIBSON? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q O r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  was some conversa-
t i o n  about it among t h e  o f f i c e r s  back i n  our  company a f t e r -
wards. I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  w a s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  anybody e l s e  
r e c a l l e d  it, b u t  it seems t h a t  way t o  m e .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making any reports-- ,  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.  

Of any n a t u r e ,  o f f i c i a l  o r  u n o f f i c i a l ?  

NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  why you d i d n ' t ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y  why, s ir .  I t  seems t o  m e  aga in  l i ke - -
seemed l i k e  I s o r t  of  l e t  it drop  a f t e r  what I t h i n k  s a t i s f i e d  
my f e e l i n g s  about  it when--I t h i n k  it was Colonel  BARKER, I ' m  
n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  somebody e l s e ,  one of t h e  people  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
w a s  aware of  what was happening. 

Q To t h e  b e s t  of  your knowledge, d i d  you hea r  of any' 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  any t ime concerning what had t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you know of any e f f o r t  by any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
suppress  any in format ion  about  what had o r  might have t r a n s -
p i r e d  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q S i r ,  b e f o r e  you a r e  d i smis sed ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  
you an oppor tun i ty  t o  s t a t e  anyth ing  you would c a r e  t o  s t a t e ,  
o r  ask any q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  say anyth ing  a t  a l l  t h a t  you t h i n k  
might be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  anything.  I t ' s  j u s t  a 
very un fo r tuna t e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l .  
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Q- We'd l i k e  t o  thank you f o r  your e f f o r t s  i n  making 
the  t r i p  from Europe t o  come h e r e  and t a l k  t o  us  t h i s  morn-
ing. We a p p r e c i a t e  your e f f o r t s  a t  r e c a l l  and your f o r t h -
r i g h t n e s s  and your  honesty .  Before w e  d i smis s  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  
I'd l i k e  t o  ask you t o  no t  d i s c u s s  what has  t r a n s p i r e d  h e r e  
this morning and t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  and any t e s t i n ~ o n yt h a t  you 
have g ivea  o r  any fac ts  t h a t  you have r ece ived  concerning 
t he  Son My-My L a i  I4) operation of  16 March 1968 w i t h  anyone, 
except a du ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  or l e g i s -
lakive body i n  an  official c a p a c i t y .  T h i s  i s  on ly  a r e q u e s t ,  
because t h a t qs a14 w e  caw m a k e  of you a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime.  
But  :we would a ~ p r e c i a t ektt, and I'm sure you w d e r s t a n d  t h e  
s e n s i t i v i t y  of what we are doing? 

Q Do you have m y  q u e s t i o n s  about  what I have s a i d ?  

A, No, sir. I hope I he lped  you some, and I wish 
.X couild h e l p  you m o r e .  

-Q- Again, we a p p r e c i a t e  it. If you have no th ing  
f u r k k r  t o  add, .this hearing is r eces sed .  

(The hearing r e c e s s e d  a t  1 4 2 2  hou r s ,  9 February 
1sao . j  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MAGNO, Michael 0. 1LT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970 ' 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Operations 
O f f i c e r ,  174th Aviat ion Company. 

1. BRIEFING ATTENDED BY MAGNO. 

L ieu tenant  MAGNO r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on one 
occasion f o r  a b r i e f i n g  given i n  a command t e n t  by a 
l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  whom he d i d  n o t  know (pgs.  5 ,  6)  . H e  
d i d  n o t  know BARKER w e l l  and does n o t  know i f  it w a s  he 
who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 11). A major and a c a p t a i n  
whom he d i d  n o t  know w e r e  a l s o  t h e r e  (pg. 6 ) .  MAGNO d i d  
n o t  know CALHOUN or KOTOUC (pg. 11). MAGNO was t o  be used 
i n  an advisory  capac i ty  on t h e  mission (pg. 5)  . More 
a i r c r a f t  were needed f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion  than  could be 
supp l i ed  by t h e  174th (pg. 8) . H e  be l i eved  it was a 
sea rch  and des t roy  miss ion,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about an 
a r t i l l e r y  prep (pgs. 7,  8 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  . 
u n i t  o r  area involved and d i d  n o t  know i f  t h i s  was t h e  
My Lai  ope ra t ion  (pgs. 5 ,  7 )  . Perhaps MILLIKEN and PETERS 
were a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 9 ) .  MAGNO r e tu rned  t o  Duc Pho 
and helped p l an  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

2. MAGNO'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 ASSAULT. 

a. From p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

Although t h e  f l i g h t  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  flew 
1 .3  hours on t h e  day of  t h e  My L a i  ope ra t ion ,  he remembered 
none of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of t h e  ope ra t ion  as r e l a t e d  t o  him 
by t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  (pgs.  3,  4 ,  13-16) . Because 
of  t h i s  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  he was p a r t  o f  t h e  My Lai  
ope ra t ion  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The only mission he r e c a l l e d  i n  t h e  
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P i n k v i l l e  area involved an a t t a c k  on mi l i t a ry-age  males 
a t tempt ing  t o  cross t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River (pg. 12)  . 
This  w a s  probably n o t  t h e  My Lai  ope ra t ion  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

b. I n  h i s  capac i ty  as A s s i s t a n t  S-3.  

MAGNO d i d  n o t  recall  any r e p o r t s  which came i n t o  
o p e r a t i o n s  concerning t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  and d i d  n o t  
know who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it (pgs.  18 ,  2 1 ) .  H e  never  heard  
of a c o n t a c t  miss ion i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area i n  which some-
t h i n g  unusual  happened (pg. 2 0 ) .  He had no in format ion  
concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  coverup (pg. 2 2 ) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The p la toon  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  174th Aviat ion company on 
16 March 1968 were as fo l lows:  

1-6 Lieu tenant  MILLIKEN 

2-6 Captain NEUMAN 

Shark 6- Captain  MCCRARY 

6 Alpha- Warrant O f f i c e r  DOERSAM (pg. 21) . 

Lieutenant  PETERS w a s  t h e  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r  and 

Major GIBSON w a s  t h e  company commander (pg. 3)  . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES -.- -

hi t  did n o t  re-
P-142 P i c pg:oani.ze i n d i v i d u a l  

i n  p i c t u r e .  -
1 0  

Daily OPREP 174th Avn., W i t  s t u d i e d  . 
1 6  March 1 9 6 8  cument . 18 

W i t  asked t o  o r i e n t  
6739 I1 himself  on map. 1 2  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1217 h o u r s ,  1 2  Jan-

uary 1970.) 


LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and 	MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  F i r s t  L i eu t enan t  Michael 0 .  MAGNO. 

(1LT MAGNO was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  


W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  

number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  branch of  s e r v i c e  and s t a t - i o n .  


A. Michael  0. MAGNO, F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  

I n f a n t r y ,  F o r t  Wol te rs ,  Texas. 


LTC PATTERSON: Before  we proceed ,  L ieu t enan t  MAGNO, t h e r e  
a r e  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you. This  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Amy f o r  t h e  
purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommen- 
d a t i o n s  concerning two main p o i n t s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
, 	 q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

cha in  of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t o  determine any p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi th-  
ho ld ing  of i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  
and t o  f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  nit be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 

'which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you unders tand  what I have j u s t  
s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  docwnents , ' and  o t h e r  d a t a  ob ta ined  
i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e ' ~ y  La i  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your tes t imony t h i s  a f t e rnoon  w i l l  be t aken  under 
oa th .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  i s  be ing  prepared  and a t a p e  r e -
cord ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  
taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f i n a l  
r e p o r t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l  it i s  pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a 
m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  o rde red ,  h e r e i n ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your test-
imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
ne s se s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of  
o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  f o r  a  com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. Do you 
unders tand t h o s e  d i r e c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Have you r e c e i v e d  any n o t i f i c a t i o n  from any m i L i -
t a r y  a u t h o r i t y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  any t r i a l  
and have you been cau t ioned  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  any in fo rma t ion  
t h a t  you might  have w i t h  anyone? 

A. No, s i r .  

You have r e c e i v e d  no such l e t t e r s ?  

No, sir.  

Q. Would you s ta te  your  u n i t ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and ass ign-  
ment on 16 March 1968. 

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company. My as s ign -  
ment, I was a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  On t h e  day of f l y i n g ,  
I f lew 1 .3  hours  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge from what I 
can g a t h e r ,  I might have been on a combat a s s a u l t  l i f t  t h a t  
morning. 

Q - You w e r e  i n  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company a s  a s s i s t a n t  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  of  t h a t  u n i t .  The 174th  is- p a r t  of 14 th  
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. Who w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  PETERS. 


a* And t h e  company commander? 


A. I t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e  it was a Major GIBSON. I ' m  
a lmost  s u r e  t h a t ' s  who it was a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r .  

Q- You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  your  r e c o r d s  s t a t e  t h a t  
you f l ew a n  16 March, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q- How d i d  you de te rmine  t h a t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  MAGNO? 


A. I was c a l l e d  by a major ,  and acco rd ing  t o  t h e  759 ' s  
i n  t h e  Department of  t h e  Army, I ' d f lown. Then, I checked my 
o r i g i n a l  7 5 9 ' s ,  my p e r s o n a l  c o p i e s ,  and I f l ew  on t h a t  day. 

Q- The DA 759 i s  your  i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r e c o r d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What d i d  your  i n d i v i d u a l  copy s t a t e ?  

A. I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  I f l ew a U H - I D ,  combat mi s s ion ,  
' Duc Pho-Chu Lai-Duc Pho, 1 . 3  h o u r s ,  

0. What i s  t h e  f l y i n g  t i m e  between Duc Pho and Chu 
La i?  

A. G e e ,  r i g h t  o f f  hand,  s i r ,  abou t  25 minu tes  t h a t  
I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q- So i f  you f l ew from Duc Pho t o  Chu L a i  and t h e n  
r e t u r n e d  as your  r eco rd  i n d i c a t e d ,  you would have logged a 
p e r i o d  of t i m e .  How much t i m e  do you t h i n k  t h i s  would have 
t aken  you t o  f l y  i n  your  D e l t a  model? 

A: Oh, maybe, s i r ,  around 45 t o  56 minu t e s  on a 
round t r i p .  J u s t  t u r n i n g  around and coming back.  

Q. And t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  dec ima l s ,  as you s t a t e d  you 
logged 1.3? 
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That  would be 75 minutes .A. 

Q. So, t h e r e  i s  a v a r i a n c e  i n  t i m e  h e r e  between what 
it would t a k e  normally t o  f l y  round t r i p  from Duc Pho t o  Chu 
L a i  which you i n d i c a t e  would be 45 o r  50 minutes  and a  1 .3  
t ime which i s  e q u a l  t o  75 minutes ,  which your form i n d i c a t e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you have any r e c o r d  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  who might 
have flown on 16 March a s  f a r  as your company i s  concerned? 

A. I have no p e r s o n a l  r eco rds  on t h a t ,  s ir .  I do 
know t h a t  t h e  company does keep t h e  "dash 12 ' s ,  " and I know 
t h a t  w e  had them f o r  almost  a y e a r  and a h a l f  when I w a s  i n  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h e y  were t u r n e d  i n  e x a c t l y  eve ry  n i g h t .  The 
crew c h i e f s  would t a k e  them t o  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e y  w e r e  
c e r t i f i e d .  

Q - What makes you t h i n k  you might have flown on 1 6  
March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  accord ing  t o  my r e c o r d s ,  s i r .  

Q - I mean i n  suppor t  t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t ?  

A. I guess  t h a t  was o u r  miss ion  f o r  t h e  day,  t o  p u t  
t h o s e  people--probably t h e  main miss ion  was t h a t  we suppor ted  
t h e  11 th .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t h e  day t o g e t h e r  of course .  
I ' m  having a l i t t l e  problem wi th  t h a t  because eve ry  day you 
have a combat a s s a u l t  i t ' s  j u s t  ano the r  one,  from day t o  day. 
You do your miss ion  and then  head home. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  
174th Avia t ion  Company on t h e  n i g h t  of 15 March concerning 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  and around My La i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  P i n k v i l l e  as it 
i s  s o  sometimes c a l l e d ?  

A. Would it be a b r i e f i n g  given t o  us? 

Q - Y e s ,  sir. 

A. Where would t h e  b r i e f i n g  have taken  p l a c e ?  Our 
own b r i e f i n g ,  yes .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you about t h a t  one.  I 
d i d  go t o  D o t t i e  one day f o r  a r e a l  impor tan t  b r i e f i n g  as 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ops o f f i c e r  once,  and I met w i th  a c o l o n e l  and 
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h i s  major ,  h i s  S3, and it was a f a i r l y  l a r g e  l i f t ,  and I had 
gone a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ops o f f i c e r .  . .  

Q* You had gone up t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  w i t h  t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r .  

Q- Would you t e l l  us  about  t h a t ?  

A. A l l  I know w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b r i e f i n g  a t  ~ o t t i e  
i n  t h e  command t e n t .  Of cou r se ,  I l i s t e n e d  t o  it and gave 
my i d e a s .  The r ea son  I w a s  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  was because I was 
an a i r c r a f t  commander i n  bo th  guns and s l i c k s ,  and whenever 
we needed e i t h e r  a f l i g h t  l e a d  o r  a  person  who cou ld  f l y  
e i t h e r  one as an a i r c r a f t  commander I would j u s t  g rab  a 
p i l o t  and b r i n g  him w i t h  m e .  So, t h e y  had s e n t  m e  up a s ,  
i n  a way, an adv i so ry  c a p a c i t y  on t h i s  one l i f t .  I ' m  n o t  
say ing  i t ' s  t h e  l i f t  of P i n k v i l l e .  I j u s t  remember going 
up--I gave some sugges t ions  b u t  w a s n ' t  l i s t e n e d  t o  a s  
usua l .  

Q o  
 Do you r e c a l l  who s e n t  you up f o r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
o r  who d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you go? : 

A. No, s i r ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q- You remember going t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Do you remember what t i m e  of day t h i s  was? Q e  


A. I imagine it w a s  probably around 1500 i n  t h e  
a f te rnoon .  

Q - Do you remember it o r  are you deducing? 

A. No, I ' m  de,ducing. 

Q- W e l l ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  we d o n ' t  
deduce t o o  much and t h a t  w e  on ly  r e c a l l .  

A. Then w e  won ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. Do you . r e c a l l  t h e  day you went t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

Do you recal l  where you went when you landed  a t  D o t t i e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l  
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A. Well ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  b r i e f i n g  I d i d  
go t o  t h e  command t e n t .  

Q- To a command t e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. General  purpose t y p e ,  l a r g e  type?  

A. I t h i n k  it was a l i t t l e  s m a l l e r ;  it w a s n ' t  a GP, 
medium. I t h i n k  it was j u s t  a sma l l  r e g u l a r  t e n t  w i t h  sand-
bags.  -

Q. Who was t h e r e ?  

A. A major who w a s  S3 and a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  who 
w a s  running t h i n g s .  There w a s  a c a p t a i n  a l s o  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you recognize  o r  do you remember t h e  names 
of  any of  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. What do you r e c a l l  of t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  had planned t h e  l i f t  
h imself  and had us coming i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way t h a n  I thought  
we should come i n ,  b u t  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  of cou r se ,  had h i s  i d e a ,  
and w e  b rought  t h e  l i f t  i n  t h e  way he wanted it. 

Q Which way d i d  he want it brought  i n ?  

A. H e  s a i d  something about ,  "Don' t  l a n d  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r s  backwards because when t h e  men g e t  o u t  t h e y ' l l  
g e t  o u t  of t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s  backwards and go. t h e  wrong 
way, " which I ,  of cou r se ,  had never  heard  o f .  

Q What d i d  he mean "backwards"? 

A. Say t h e  a i r c r a f t  would be head ing  sou th  and w e  
wanted t o  l and  t h e  f l i g h t  i n  n o r t h ,  he was a f r a i d  h i s  men 
would g e t  o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  and head n o r t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  
o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  and sou th .  I ' m  u s ing  t h i s  a s  an example 
because I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember. H e  was a f r a i d  t h a t  
h i s  men, t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  would g e t  o u t  and head t h e  wrong way 
towards t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  
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Q- Do you remember' t h e  u n i t ?  . . -., 

No, sir. 

Q- What was t h e  normal way t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  s t a t i o n e d  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  would depar t  an a i r c r a f t :  through t h e  r i g h t  o r  
l e f t  door? 

A. Both doors ,  sir.  Everyone would d e p a r t  from 
both doors a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. W e  had t r a i n e d  t h e  
11th Brigade, t h e  174th Aviation Company had t r a i n e d  t h e  
l l t h ,  when we came i n t o  country on a i r -mobi l i ty  t a c t i c s .  
We t r a i n e d  them a t  a  p lace  c a l l e d  Carantan, which was used 
as  ,'I t h i n k ,  t h e i r  base f o r  a  while.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you were d iscuss ing  
and why you wanted t o  land  a c e r t a i n  way? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q- Had you gone t o  o t h e r  b r i e f i n g s  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Right offhand, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  

Q - But t h i s  one s t i c k s  i n  your mind? 

A. I t  s tuck  i n  my mind f o r  t h a t  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e  
colonel  made, t h a t  I thought r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have anything 
t o  do with t h e  way t h e  l i f t  should be run from a  p i l o t ' s  
s tandpoin t  t a l k i n g  t o  a ground commander. But t h e  ground 
commander wanted us  t o  go i n  t h a t  way and of course we went 
i n  t h e  way t h e  ground commander wanted t o  p u t  h i s  i n f a n t r y  
i n .  

Was t h e r e  an a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  f o r  t h i s  l i f t ?  

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  we--gee, a r t i l l e r y  prep--a l o t  
of those  a r e a s  up around Dot t i e ,  they d i d n ' t  want us t o  prep 
it wi th  a r t i l l e r y  o r  our guns, and we of course d i d n ' t  want 
t o  b r i n g  our  guns--our s l i c k  sh ips  i n  without  gun cover,  
without  p repara t ion .  But, we d i d  do it on a couple of occa-
s i o n s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  number of s o r t i e s  o r  t h e  number 
of passengers  t h a t  you were going t o  have t o  l i f t :  i n  g e n e r a l  
terms,  a l a r g e  number o r  a sma l l  number? 

A. No, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I could  t e l l  you t h a t  
i f  it was a combined l i f t ,  it was a l a r g e  amount of  people .  
We were u s i n g  a couple  of  o t h e r  companies. One o t h e r  com-
pany was sending  down a few s h i p s .  W e  were weak on a i r c r a f t  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  f o r  t h i s  l i f t  
you were going t o  need a d d i t i o n a l  s h i p s ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  From t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  W e  always g o t  
o u r  s h i p s  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q Do you remember how many? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you remember what u n i t  you were t o  g e t  them 
from? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you what u n i t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I can 
t e l l  you what u n i t s  w e  could have g o t  them from. 

Q. What u n i t s  could you have? 

A. We could  have g o t  them from t h e  176th  Avia t ion  
Company o r  t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company. 

Q .  What was t h e  nickname f o r  t h e  176th?  

A. The gunships  were t h e  Muskets and s l i c k  s h i p s  w e r e  
t h e  Minutemen. The 7 1 s t  gunships  were t h e  F i r e b i r d s  and t h e  
s l i c k  s h i p s  were t h e  R a t t l e r s .  

Q .  D o  you recal l  t h a t  you d i d  have t o  g e t  r e i n f o r c e d ,  
augmented, f o r  t h i s  l i f t ?  For t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you a t t ended?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  s o ,  sir. 

Q .  Was it bo th  i n  s l i c k s  and guns? 
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A. No, sir.  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  you i f  i t  was bo th  
i n  s l i c k s  and guns. I know it would have been s l i c k s .  I t  
would have been s l i c k s .  

And how long  do you r e c a l l  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  l a s t e d ?  Q a  


A. I remember going up t h e r e ,  s ir ,  and w e  had t o  
w a i t .  The c o l o n e l  was doing something else, and we had t o  
w a i t  about  2 0  minutes b e f o r e  we could  see t h e  c o l o n e l ,  and 
then  w e  d i d  s e e  t h e  co lone l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
l a s t e d  ano the r  15  o r  20 minutes.  So, I would say  maybe 
40  minutes I w a s  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. Did you go up by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I went with--I  t h i n k  I might have gone 
up wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  and he was going t o  be t h e  
f l i g h t  l e a d  t h a t  day. 

Q. Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Tha t  w a s  L i eu t enan t  PETERS. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  
about t h a t ,  s ir .  I ' m  g e t t i n g  it vaguely,  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
who it might have been. 

Q. Could it have been L ieu tenan t  MILLIKIN? 

, . A. I t  could  have been L ieu tenan t  MILLIKIN? 

Q - Why? 

A. Why? Because he was inexper ienced ,  and I might 
have gone t o  h e l p  him o u t  w i t h  t h e  l i f t .  I f lew w i t h  him 
on a couple  of occas ions  because of t h a t  f a c t .  H e  was a 
new p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much t ime .  
Although he had been made an AC, he would s t i l l  f l y  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  s e a t  whenever f l y i n g  wi th  m e .  

Q. Would he  have been t h e  l e a d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  would have been t h e  l e a d .  

Q- What about  Captain  NEUMANN? Would he have gone 
w i t h  you? 

9 APP T-134 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  f l ew w i t h  Capta in  NEUMANN. 

Q. So you r e c a l l  t h e n  t h a t  it would p robab ly  b e  e i t h e r  
L i e u t e n a n t  PETERS o r  L i e u t e n a n t  M I L L I K I N ,  pe rhaps?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  t y p e  o f  occas ion  t h a t  t h i s  
b r ie f ing- -wha t  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ?  Was it a r ice  d e n i a l ?  A 
s e a r c h  mi s s ion?  Anything abou t  the--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The miss ion  t h a t  I was f i l l e d  i n  on,  
s ir ,  was a s e a r c h  miss ion .  

Q.  A s e a r c h  miss ion--per iod? Search  and c l e a r ?  Search 
and d e s t r o y ?  

A. Back i n  1968 w e  c a l l e d  them s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  sir. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you a p i c t u r e  o f  an o f f i c e r  
and ask  you i f  you have e v e r  s e e n  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  b e f o r e .  L e t  
t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  I ' m  showing t h e  w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t  P-142.  
Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Could I ask  a q u e s t i o n  about  i t ,  s i r ?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. Is he Negro? 

Q. No, he i s  n o t .  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e n  I c a n ' t .  Not r i g h t  o f fhand .  

Q - Would t h e  p r e sence  o r  absence o f  a mustache make 
any d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  none a t  a l l .  


Q - Did you know L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER? 


A. No, not - - I  had on ly  seen  him once i n  a w h i l e  b u t  
no th ing  t h a t  I know t h a t  would r e f l e c t  on him compared w i t h  
o t h e r  peop le  who I worked w i t h  b e f o r e .  I knew t h e  .person 
f l y i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  when Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d .  I knew 
him f a i r l y  w e l l .  H e  was i n  my u n i t .  
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Q. B u t  Colonel  BARKER h imse l f ?  

A. No, sir,  H e  d o e s n ' t  even r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q - Then, if Colonel  BARKER was t h e  c o l o n e l  t h a t  gave
t h i s  b r i e f i q g  you would n o t  recall--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I r e a l l y  
couldn ' t . 
Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate t ime f rame,  month, 
t h a t  you went t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. No, sir.  But I have t o  t e l l  you t h a t  it was be-
tween February and May, t h e  t i m e  I ETS'd, when I d i d  become 
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON. 

Q. Lieu tenan t  MAGNQ, w e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  l i f t  of Task Force Barker  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  was flown by approximately  n ine  
s l i c k s h i p s  of t h e  174th r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  71s t .  W e  have 
reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o u r  of t h o s e  n i n e  s l i c k s  were of 
t h e  R a t t l e r s ,  t h e  7 l s t  Avia t ion  Company. Did you know Major 
CALHOUN? Does t h e  name Major CALHOUN mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f fhand .  

Q - Captain  KOTOUC? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q =  Did you know any of t h e  Task Force Barker personne l?  
Meet them on any ~ c c a s i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you know about  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I heard  t h e  name. 

Q - Do you know where t h e y  w e r e  l o c a t e d ?  

A. No. I knew t h e y  w e r e  p a r t  of t h e  l l t h ,  though. 
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Q. Can you t e l l  us t hen  what you d i d ,  L i eu t enan t  MAGNO, 
a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well,  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g ,  s i r ,  I went back 
t o  Duc Pho, and t h e n  he lped  t h e  person t h a t  w a s  b r i e f e d  t o  
p l a n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  t h e  nex t  day. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t ?  

A.  No. Like I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e r e  were many of t h o s e ,  
and it was ano the r  r o u t i n e  day. I f  I could  s e e  a l a r g e r  map 
of t h e  whole a r e a  I might. It  would h e l p  a l i t t l e  i f  I ' m  
e i t h e r  wrong o r  r i g h t  i n  t h i s .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show t h e  wi tnes s  map, 1:50,000,  
s h e e t  number 6739-11 which i s  E x h i b i t  MAP-5. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  h e r e  i s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  My La i  ( 4 )  i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  
D o t t i e  was o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  Highway 1. The Song Tra  Khuc 
River,  

A. Were any m i l i t a r y - a g e  type  males k i l l e d  by gunships  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h i s  l i t t l e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  s e a ?  

Q. Were t h e r e  any? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. When? 

A. During t h e  l i f t .  

Q. W e  have no ev idence  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. No ev idence  a t  a l l ?  

Q. We have ev idence  t h a t  t h e r e  were some VC, r e p o r t e d  
VC, k i l l e d  by Shark gunships  on t h i s  d a t e .  

A. I f  I could  back--I can remember a l i f t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  s i r ,  and t h e r e  were some mi l i t a ry -age  males on t h e  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  going towards t h e  s e a ,  t h a t  w e  engaged and 
k i l l e d  w i t h  our  gunsh ips .  Looking a t  t h i s  map it does look 
f a m i l i a r ,  l i k e  t h a t  day,  and I do remember r e a l  heavy c o n t a c t  
on t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  took p l ace .  
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Q *  There was--there had been. The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  
s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  one of which t h e r e  was heavy 
c o n t a c t ,  and t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was involved  was Task Force Barker.  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  B Company, I b e l i e v e ,  4/3 i n  which t h e  commander 
was wounded. The B Company commander was wounded. H e  sub-
sequen t ly  r e c e i v e d  t h e  D i s t i ngu i shed  Se rv i ce  Cross f o r  con- 

t i n u i n g  t o  f i g h t  even whi le  wounded. There was indeed  heavy 

c o n t a c t  on t h i s  d a t e ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  16 March. 


A. Okay. Maybe I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  ano the r  l i f t  accord ing  
t o  t h i s  heavy c o n t a c t  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q. The b e s t  ev idence  t h a t  w e  have concerning t h e  16 

,March o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  heavy c o n t a c t  was no t  r e p o r t e d .  


A. Was n o t  r epo r t ed?  Then I ' m  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  l i f t  
t h a t  you j u s t  s t a t e d  about  t h e  B Company commander t h a t  I can 
t h i n k  of r i g h t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  sir. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  run through j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  
t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  we now b e l i e v e  it occu r red ,  and see 
i f  any of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  I w i l l  t e l l  you about  make any 
sense  o r  r e c a l l  t o  see whether o r  n o t  you can s t a t e  y e s ,  you 
were t h e r e  o r  no,  you don' t b e l i e v e  you were. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Take-off t i m e  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  from Duc Pho was sche-
duled  f o r  0645 hours  on 16 March. The R a t t l e r  a i r c r a f t  were t o  
meet t h e  174th  Dolphin s l i c k s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e  PZ. The opera- 
t i o n  was t o  be a multi-company i n s e r t i o n .  Two companies of  i n -
f a n t r y  were t o  be  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  two s e p a r a t e  L Z ' s ,  each company 
r e q u i r i n g  two l i f t s  of n i n e  s l i c k s .  S t ag ing  f o r  bo th  companies 
and PZ f o r  bo th  companies was LZ D o t t i e .  Both i n s e r t i o n s  were 
t o  be suppor ted  by a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  l i f t  of 
C/1/20 went i n t o  My L a i ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  of My La i  ( 4 )  
a s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph,  which i s  Exh ib i t  P-1. 
The l i f t  from LZ D o t t i e ,  which i s  o f f  t o  t h e  upper l e f t -hand  
c o r n e r  of  t h e  photograph,  w i th  t h e  s l i c k s  l and ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of t h i s  r ice paddy a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  w e s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ) .  

. 	Touchdown was a t  0730 wi th  a 3-minute a r t y  p rep  and gun- 
s h i p  suppres s ion  between a r t y  and touchdown. The second l i f t  
a f t e r  p ickup of C/1/20 a t  ~ o t t i ewent i n  and was r e p o r t e d ,  by 
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jou rna l  e n t r y ,  completed a t  0751 hours .  The second i n s e r t i o n ,  
t h e  second company, B/4/3 w a s  i n s e r t e d  ove r  n e a r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  somewhere t o  t h e  e a s t  of  H i l l  85, preceded by a r t i l l e r y  
p rep  which was n o t  c u t  o f f  i n  t ime t o  a l low t h e  s l i c k s  immed- 
i a t e  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  LZ a r e a .  The s l i c k s  had t o  make a go-around, 
They d i d  p u t  i n  beg inn ing  on o r  about 0815 h o u r s ,  16 March, and 
t h e  l i f t  of  B/4/3 was r e p o r t e d  complete,  by j o u r n a l  e n t r y ,  a t  
1827 hours  on 1 6  March. This  o p e r a t i o n  inc luded  n o t  on ly  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  of t h e  174 th ,  t h e  7 1 s t ,  b u t  a l s o  a i r c r a f t  of  B/173 
Avia t ion ,  known a s  t h e  ae ro - scou t s .  The aero-scout  a i r -
c r a f t  c o n s i s t e d  of  two gunships  and an OH-23 o b s e r v a t i o n  
h e l i c o p t e r .  The aero-scout  miss ion  was s c r e e n i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
f o r  t h e  r i f l e  companies on t h e  ground. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing ,  
o r  r e c a l l  be ing  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  I have d e s c r i b e d  it t h u s  
f a r ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  opera- 
t i o n .  A s  I s t a t e d  a couple  of  t i m e s  e a r l i e r ,  a l i f t  was a l i f t  
i n  t h o s e  days. 

Q - S i g n i f i c a n t  happenings t h a t  day; e a r l y  i n  t h e  morn- 
i n g ,  accord ing  t o  j o u r n a l  e n t r y ,  t h e  Sharks engaged, i n  two 
i n c i d e n t s ,  su spec t ed  VC, c a r r y i n g  weapons, web g e a r  and t h e  
l i k e .  One of  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  occu r red  a t  0740 hours  i n  t h e  
morning somewhere t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  LZ a r e a .  The second 
i n c i d e n t  occu r red  t o  t h e  sou th  l i f t  of C/1/20, somewhere t o  
t h e  sou th  of  t h e  LZ down n e a r  o r  on Highway 521, t h e  nor th-  
e a s t - s o u t h e a s t  road sou th  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Do you r e c a l l  any 
p a r t  of t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Reportedly  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  
o r  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  o f  va ry ing  ages  and sexes  d e p a r t i n g  
t h i s  a r e a  bo th  t o  t h e  e a s t  and t o  t h e  southwest  a long  Highway 
521. On H i l l  85 which i s  j u s t  o f f  t h e  sou th  of t h i s  a e r i a l  
photograph,  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0830 o r  0900 i n  t h e  
morning, t h e  aero-scouts  d i scove red  what t hey  r e p o r t e d  t o  be 
two mor ta r  t u b e s ,  6 0  m i l l i m e t e r ,  where t hey  i n s e r t e d  t h e i r  
own o r g a n i c  r i f l e  p l a t o o n  and d i scove red ,  i n s t e a d  of two mor ta r  
t u b e s ,  60 m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  rounds.  Twenty was t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e p o r t ,  subsequent ly  changed t o  f o r t y .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 
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Q. W e  have had tes t imony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
l a r g e  numbers, i n  sma l l  groups and l a r g e  groups,  of dead Vie t -  
namese i n  many a r e a s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
t h a t  were observed by a v i a t o r s  and pe r sonne l  on t h e  ground. 
Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s ee ing  o r  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
and s e e i n g  dead Vietnamese of  va ry ing  sexes  and ages?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them, b u t  a t  t h e  
end of t h e  day-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The Sharks  and t h e  s l i c k s  d e p a r t e d  
and completed t h e i r  two l i f t s - - d e p a r t e d  t h e  a r e a  somewhere 
around--the s l i c k s  depa r t ed  somewhere around 0 830 and went 
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  where t h e y  p i cked  up some a d d i t i o n a l  mi s s ions  
f o r  t h e  day,  t o  w i t :  r e supp ly ,  o t h e r  a d m i n s t r a t i v e  type  
miss ions .  The Sharks remained on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  approximately  
0850 t o  0900 hours .  Once they  d e p a r t e d  t o  go back t o  D o t t i e  
t o  r e f u e l  and rearm p r i o r  t o  p roceeding  back t o  Duc Pho. 
Does t h i s  make any sense  o r  r e c a l l  any p a r t  of your p e r s o n a l  
recall as b e i ~ . ga p a r t  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I f  I w a s  f l y i n g  a s l i c k ,  s i r ,  I would have r e t u r n e d  
d i r e c t l y  back t o  Duc Pho t o  go back i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  do ing  
my mis s ion  w i t h  t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q. Under t h e  c i rcumstances  though,  L ieu t enan t  MAGNO, 
w i t h  your f l i g h t  r eco rd  i n d i c a t i n g  a f l i g h t  from Duc Pho t o  
Chu La i  t o  Duc Pho and your logging  of 1 .3  hours  on t h a t  d a t e ,  
do you f e e l  t h a t  you could have p a r t i c i p a t e d  e i t h e r  a s  a 
Shark o r  as a s l i c k  p i l o t  f l y i n g  1 . 3  hours  i n  t h e  accomplish- 
ment of t h i s  miss ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  I would be  f l y i n g  a s l i c k  and 
logging  c ross -count ry  t i m e .  Because of D o t t i e  be ing  s o  c l o s e  
t o  Chu L a i ,  I would f l y  t h e  miss ion and t h e n  head back be- 
cause  w e  would need t h e  pe r sonne l  f l y i n g  on t h i s  miss ion .  

Q- What t ime  do you t h i n k ,  w i t h  a 0645 scheduled 
d e p a r t u r e  t i m e  from Duc Pho as t h e s e  s l i c k s  had ,  how much 
t ime do you f e e l  you would have logged t o  have completed t h e  
miss ion  by 0827 hour s  a s  a s l i c k  p i l o t  and t h e n  have re -
t u r n e d  t o  e i t h e r  Duc Pho o r  D o t t i e ?  How much t i m e  would you 
have logged? 
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A. Between an hour  and an hour t h i r t y .  

Q. Why do you s t a t e  t h a t ?  

A. I s t a t e  t h a t  because t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what it would 
t a k e  t o  do t h a t  mi s s ion ,  a c t u a l  f l i g h t  t i m e ,  n o t  count ing  
ground t i m e ,  l i f t - o f f  t o  touchdown. I f  w e  s h u t  down w e  would 
n o t  l o g  t h a t  25-minute f l i g h t .  W e  would combine it i n  t h e  
t o t a l  f l i g h t  and t h e  number of  miss ions .  

Q.  The i n d i c a t i o n s  are of course  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  
mi s s ion ,  t h a t  complet ing t h e  touchdown a t  0751, going back 
t o  D o t t i e  and be ing  a i rb ,orne and l i f t i n g  a t  LZ because of 
l a t e  a r t i l l e r y  a t  0815 t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  have been a shut--
down between t h e s e  t i m e  frames.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would f l i g h t  t ime have cont inued  t o  have been-- 
probably would have cont inued  t o  been logged.  Would it n o t ?  

A. I t  would have been cont inued  t o  be logged,  b u t  it 
wouldn ' t  have been monitored t o o  c l o s e l y  a s  f l i g h t  t i m e  should  
be  monitored.  F ive  t o  t e n  minutes  w a s n ' t  t h a t  impor tan t  t o  
be  logged i n .  

9 - What I ' m  t h i n k i n g ,  L ieu t enan t  MAGNO, is  t h a t  i f  
you took o f f ,  l e t ' s  say  you took  o f f  a t  0700 from Duc Pho 
and g o t  through wi th  t h e  miss ion  a t  0827. I n  a r a t h e r  busy 
miss ion ,  t h e r e  i s  1 .5  hours  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  p l u s  t h e  t ime t o  
g e t  back t o  Duc Pho, a l though o u r  in format ion  has  it t h a t  
t hey  went back t o  D o t t i e  and r e f u e l e d ,  and then  back t o  Duc 
Pho. I t  appea r s  t o  m e  t h a t  p i l o t s  who p a r t i c a p t e d  i n  t h i s  
miss ion would have flown something g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  1 . 3  
t h a t  you f lew.  

A. Probably,  sir. Yes, sir.  

Q.  And whereas you do n o t  r e c a l l  any of  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  
of t h i s  m i s s i o n , . e i t h e r  t h e  l a n d i n g  o r  t h e  go-around o r  t h e  
engagement by t h e  Sharks ,  would it be your  guess  t h a t  you 
were o r  w e r e  n o t  a p a r t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. According t o  t h e  ev idence ,  I would say  I w a s n ' t  
a p a r t  of t h e  miss ion  a t  My La i .  
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Q*. Under t h e  assumption t h a t  you were not--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Can you r e l a c e  any c i rcumstances  concerning t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you have p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  o r  had r e p o r t -  
e d  t o  you i n  your  c a p a c i t y  as a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. A s  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  I would have been 
moni tor ing one of  t h e  r a d i o s ,  j u s t  t h e  r e c e i v e r ,  R-66 o r  
something. Not R-66--48, t h e  r e c e i v e r ,  and w e  would keep it 
on t h e  miss ion  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Q - , What frequency would you use? 

A. W e  would use t h e  ground commander's f requency.  Of 
cou r se ,  t h e  s l i c k s  would be on t h e  ground commander's f requency 
du r ing  t h e  l i f t  a t  a11 t i m e s ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  command and con- 
t r o l  sh ip .  

Q e  
 Thi s  would be  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  f requency on 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. By whom t h e  l i f t  would be r u n ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Does t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I have j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  
sound l i k e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you hea rd  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  
you remember a t t e n d i n g  a t  D o t t i e ?  Can you t i e  t h e  two t o g e t h e r  
i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Where was your  normal p l a c e  of  du ty  t h e r e  a t  Duc 
Pho? I n  what were you working? I n  t h e  S1 o r  i n  t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  a r e a ?  

A. I n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  as a s s i s t a n t  S3. 

Q. When t h e  p i l o t s  came back i n  o f f  a  mi s s ion  d i d  
t hey  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They used t o  come i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and 
check . 
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Q .  Check f o r  what? 

A. To s e e  i f  I had any more miss ions .  

Q .  Did t h e y  a l s o  r e p o r t  a f t e r  a c t i o n  in format ion?  

A. , A l l  t h e  t ime ,  sir.  

Q- Such a s  what? 

A. L ike ,  i n  a mis s ion ,  i f  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  people  
be ing  k i l l e d  o r  somet-hing l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e y  would say  t h e r e  i s  
heavy c o n t a c t  o r ,  " J e e z ,  t h e y ' r e  k i l l i n g  a l o t  of people  up 
t h e r e , "  "They've g o t  a l o t  of  VC," o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
j u s t  a s t a t emen t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any t y p e s  of r e p o r t s  be ing  g iven  t o  
you on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  any 
type  of a c t i v i t i e s  t o  you on 16 March 1968? 

01 
A. No, sir.  p i  

n 
Q. Whose mis s ion  w a s  it i n  t h e  174th t o  complete 
t h e  OPREP 5? 

A. I t  would e i t h e r  be t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  on d u t y ,  
and I th ink - - i s  t h a t  t h e  one s i g n e d  by t h e  company commander, 
o r  i s  it s i g n e d  by t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  eve ry  n i g h t ?  

Q 
OPREP 
a t  it 
5 f o r  

There does n o t  seem t o  be a s i g n a t u r e  b lock  on t h e  
5 which i s  E x h i b i t  R-3. I would l i k e  t o  have you look 
and s e e  i f  t h i s  appears  t o  be t h e  Dai ly  Opera t ions  Report  
t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company, da t ed  16 March 1968. 

(The w i t n e s s  s t u d i e s  E x h i b i t  R-3. ) 

A. This  would be f i l l e d  o u t  by t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  
o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q .  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  t ype  format  f o r  a r e p o r t ?  
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A. Not e x a c t l y ,  on ly  t h a t  I know when t h e y  would come 
i n ,  t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d  would b r i n g  i n  h i s  in format ion  t o  me, l i k e  
how many t r o o p s ,  and,  of  cou r se ,  t h e  guns would b r i n g  i n  t h e i r  
in format ion  of what t hey  had used a s  a load .  

Q - Could you t e l l  me what k ind  of mi s s ions  t h e  174th 
f lew on 16 March, based on t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. G o t  two l i f t s .  I t  looks  l i k e  a C&C and every  t ime 
he landed ,  t h e  p i l o t  would log  t h e  number of  people  he had on 
board, and i f  he  had of course six on board o r  s o  and s o ,  he  
would l o g  them i n .  CTC would be t h e  combat movements. 

Q. W e l l ,  f i r s t  o f f ,  you had two l i f t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  


Q- And t h e n  w h a t  e l s e ?  


A. I would say  t h e  C & C  logged t h e  number of times--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  t h e  C&C fu rn i shed?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and of course  gunships .  

Q e  How many gunships?  

A. Two. 


Q =  How many s l i c k s  were involved?  


A. I t  s a y s  n i n e  f o r  t h e  l i f t  on t h e  t o p  he re .  Number 
of D e l t a  models,  n i n e ,  number of C h a r l i e  models, two. 

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  from t h a t  form, L ieu tenan t  MAGNO, 
what your o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  w a s  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  a i r c r a f t  on 
16 March? How many D ' s  and how many C ' s  d i d  you have opera- 
t i o n a l l y  ready? 

A. Twelve and t h r e e .  


Q - Twelve s l i c k s  and t h r e e  gunships?  
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A. I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s ,  s i r .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
make it o u t .  

Q. You a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  comple t ion  o f  t h a t  
r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  There was a n o t h e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  o f f i c e r  used  t o  make o u t  e v e r y  day and send  o u t  t o  b a t -
t a l i o n .  W e  used t o  send  it o u t  by c o u r i e r .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you 
what t h e  r e p o r t  i s .  

Q .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  OPREP 5? 

A. The OPREP was made o u t ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  a n o t h e r  
one.  

Q - Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i t  i s  a 1 4 t h  A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  
form i n  t h e  head ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  t h e  one w e  used  t o  
make o u t .  Maybe it i s .  

Q - Did you know o r  r e c e i v e  any i n f o r m a t i o n  from any-
one concerned i n  t h e  174 th  t h a t  any t h i n g  unusua l  o c c u r r e d  oii 
t h i s  day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. While,  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam and i n  your  f u n c t i o n  
and d u t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  1 7 4 t h ,  you 
hea rd  n o t h i n g  about  an  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  was a 
l i t t l e  unusua l ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  heavy c o n t a c t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
you e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Could you i n d i c a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  a s s i s -
t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  who u s u a l l y  f l ew as Dolphin l e a d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i n  charge  o,f 
t h e  l i f t .  

Q And how many p l a t o o n s  d i d  you have? 
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A. Two l i f t  p l a toons  and one gun p l a toon .  

So t h e  l i f t  l e a d  would normally be one of two 
Q o  


i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who were t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  on 16 
March? 

A. On 16 March, s i r ,  it would have t o  be L ieu tenan t  
MILLIKIN, 1-6,  and Captain  NEUMANN, who was a 2-6, and Capta in  
MCCRARY, i f  he w a s  a c a p t a i n  t hen  t o o ,  he was Shark 6.  

Q e  
 Who w a s  Shark 6  Alpha? 

A. Was L ieu tenan t  MCCRARY 6 ,  o r  was Capta in  WOODS 6  
then?  Maybe Captain  WOODS l e f t  i n  February.  

Q e  I have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Capta in  MCCRARY had 
j u s t  t aken  o v e r  t h e  gun p l a toon .  

A. H e  might have had a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  named DOERSAM 
as 6 Alpha. 

Q. That  co inc ides  w i t h  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  we have. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q o  Can you i d e n t i f y  any one i n d i v i d u a l ,  e i t h e r  i n  the. 
174th o r  t h e  R a t t l e r s ,  t h e  7 1 s t ,  t h a t  might have p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h i s  l i . f t  o r  d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  l i f t ,  t h a t  you can 
p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  p a r t i c i p a t e d ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q =  I would l i k e  very  much t o  have you t r y  t o  d i g  i n t o  
your memory and s e e  whether o r  n o t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you a t -
tended a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you r e l a t e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  you tes t imony can be r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  any way, 
o r  any of  t h e  f ac t s  t h a t  I now t o l d  you concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
could  have s t r u c k  any chord a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  you were i n  
f a c t  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  
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A. No, sir. I ' v e  dug i n ,  and i t ' s  j u s t  n o t  coming. 

Q You have no in fo rma t ion ,  t h e n ,  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  any a t t empt  t o  suppres s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  occu r red  around o r  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 t o  18 March? 

A. . No, sir.  

LTC PATTERSON: L ieu tenan t  MAGNO, I a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n t o  Washington, a s s i s t i n g  us i n  t r y i n g  t o  d e f i n i t i v e l y  and 
f a c t u a l l y  f i n d  o u t  what occu r red  on 16 March 1968, and w e  
a p p r e c i a t e  your f o r t h r i g h t n e s s  and f rankness  and your  honesty .  
I f ,  a t  any t ime  a f t e r  you l e a v e  h e r e ,  you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  
p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  i n q u i r y  a s  I have r e l a t e d  them 
e a r l i e r  t o  you, I would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would c o n t a c t  us  
w i th  a l l  due speed.  The purposes  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I have 
o u t l i n e d  t o  you, and you know what we a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  do. 
The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  174th  s l i c k s  and Sharks  i s  impor tan t  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s .  The importance of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  as an a f t e r  
a c t i o n  type  r e p o r t ,  o r  rumors w i t h i n  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  
Company, o r  anywhere else whi le  you were i n  Vietnam, could  &I 

7.4
be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Should you h e a r  of  any th ing ,  o r  cv)
produce any documents, o r  come a c r o s s  any r e c o r d s  o r  photos  
o r  t a p e s  t h a t  cou ld  be a p p l i c a b l e ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  g e t -
t i n g  them. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  s ay  a t  rSn 

t h i s  t i m e  b e f o r e  w e  ad journ  L ieu tenan t  MAGNO? 

A. No, s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: I would aga in  l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you are 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  what you have l e a r n e d  h e r e  o r  what we have 
shown you and c a u t i o n  you a g a i n s t  any d ivu lgence  e x c e p t  t o  
t h e  p rope r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  which I o u t l i n e d  e a r l i e r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Thank you, L ieu t enan t  MAGNO. The h e a r i n g  is  
r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1310 h o u r s ,  12 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MCCRARY, Lanny J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 7  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

IWNTSS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Gunship Pla toon Leader,  
174th Aviation Company. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Any b r i e f i n g  t h e  w i tnes s  may have had on t h i s  ope ra t ion  
d i d  n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  h i s  mipd because he a t t ended  so many 
b r i e f i n g s  wh i l e  i n  Vietnam (pg . 3) . H e  d i d  n o t  recall  
p lanning  t h e  prep  (pg. 46 1 . 
2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

Approach i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 

On t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he  was t h e  gunship 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  ass igned  t h e  miss ion o f  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  
and s t a y i n g  on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  r e l e a s e d  (pgs. 3, 4 ) .  H i s  
c o p i l o t  w a s  M r .  MESSINGER and M r .  DOERSAM was f l y i n g  t h e  
other gunship (pg. 54 ) .  H i s  doorgunner was VARGAS and h i s  
crew c h i e f  was FARGIER (pgs. 54,  55) . H e  w a s  c e r t a i n  they 
e s c o r t e d  t h e  s l i c k s  " t i g h t "  because t h i s  w a s  t h e  only  way 
they  ever conducted t h e i r  ope ra t ions  (pg. 7 ) .  The p o s i t i o n  
o f  H i l l  85 made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  down suppress ing  f i r e  
t o  t h e  east o f  t h e  f l i g h t  (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  A f t e r  making t h e i r  
suppress ing  run they used a race t r a c k  p a t t e r n  t o  escort 
t h e  s l i c k s  t o  t h e  ground (pg. 1 2 ) .  The LZ was c o l d  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

b.  Engaging VC w i t h  weapon. 

A f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  depar ted  a t  approximately 0740 
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MCCRARY con tac t ed  t h e  ground commander '(pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  s a w  . , 
a l a r g e  group o f  persons  coming down t h e  t r a i l  l e ad ing  
sou th  from My L a i  t o  Highway 521 (pgs. 1 4 ,  6 6 ) .  Among t h i s  
group w a s  a 6 ' 2 "  VC w i th  an M-1 s lung  ac ros s  h i s  shoulder  
(pgs. 1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  When he saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  MCCRARY made 
a t i g h t  t u r n  and t h e  VC w a s  engaged by t h e  r i g h t  doorgunner 
(pgs. 15 ,  1 7 ) .  The man moved o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and went i n t o  
a d i t c h  (pgs. 15 ,  17,  75 ) .  MCCRARY cont inued t o  p u t  
suppres s ive  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 15)  . The wi tnes s  then 
n o t i f i e d  t h e  command p a r t y  of what had happened and t h a t  
he  wanted them t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  VC and t h e  weapon (pgs.  1 6 ,  
1 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  popped r ed  smoke t o  guide t h e  i n f a n t r y  
and s t a y e d  over  t h e  d i t c h  t o  p revent  t h e  V C ' s  escape (pgs.  1 6 ,  
17 ,  22, 50 ) .  The command group i t s e l f  proceeded toward 
t h e  area and a r r i v e d  i n  10 t o  15 minutes (pgs.  16,  1 9 ) .  
The ground t roops  came due sou th  and approached t h e  t r e e  
l i n e  which i s  j u s t  sou th  of  Highway 521 (pg. 1 7 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  a s  t h e  command group because he saw 
an RTO behind a man he thought was Cha r l i e  6 (pg. 2 0 ) .  

b .  Shooting o f  c i v i l i a n s  by t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

H e  saw a person come through t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and shoot  
a woman who w a s  knee l ing  (pgs. 20, 68, 69) . I t  i s  unc lea r  
from t h e  test imony whether it was t h e  person he assumed t o  
be  Cha r l i e  6 (Medina) who d i d  t h e  shoot ing (pgs. 2 0 ,  68) . 
A s  t h e  i n f a n t r y  approached he be l i eved  t h a t  they s h o t  t h r e e  
t o  s i x  Vietnamese (pgs.  17 ,  21, 51, 5 5 ) .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  he 
w a s  c i r c l i n g  150 t o  200 f e e t  above t h e  ground (pg. 17)  . He 
allowed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some people were k i l l e d  by 
h i s  doorgunner as he engaged t h e  VC wi th  t h e  weapon (pg.62) .  
The i n f a n t r y  p o l i c e d  t h e  area, b u t  d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  VC 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  Those i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i scussed  t h e  k i l l i n g s  
committed by t h e  i n f a n t r y  because they considered it unusual 
(pgs. 20, 36 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  see ing  o t h e r  bodies  a long t h e  
t r a i l  some o f  which may have been mi l i t a ry -age  males (pgs.  30, 
34) .  These bodies  were 1 0 0  meters from t h e  main i n t e r s e c t i o n  
on Highway 521 (pg. 6 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  mentioning t o  h i s  
crew t h a t  he  thought  t h i n g s  had g o t t e n  o u t  of  hand on t h e  
ground (pg. 34) . 

c. Gunruns made by t h e  Sharks. 

The wi-tness d i d  no t  remember making gunruns on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion and could r e c a l l  no wi ld  shoot ing  wi th  
miniguns up and down t h e  road (pgs. 9 ,  48, 50, 51, 5 5 ) .  He 
r e c a l l e d  a s i t u a t i o n  where M r .  DOERSAM broke o f f  and was 
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bawled o u t  f o r  it by t h e  wi tness  (pg. 65) . Perhaps t h i s  
occurred on the 16th (pg. 65) . During t h i s  per iod  DOERSAM 
could have made a gunrun along t h e  road,  b u t  MCCRARY d id  
n o t  see him make any such run and d i d  n o t  t h i n k  him t h e  type 
person t o  make a gunrun on noncombatants along a road (pgs. 65, 
68). . 

d. Action by t h e  Warlords. 

A t  t h e  time he saw t h e s e  bodies along Highway 
521 t h e  Warlords w e r e  making gunruns t o  t h e  south of 
Highway 521 which was t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  Shark ' s  p o s i t i o n  
(pgs .2.l,  55) . The Warlords were f i r i n g  a t  VC t o  t h e  south 
of H i l l  85 and along i t s  s lope  (pgs. 18 ,  25, 5 6 ) .  Their  
gunruns caused concern because they were made from e a s t  
t o  w e s t  and t h e  wi tness  saw machinegun and rocke t  f i r e  land 
near  t h e  Sharks (pgs. 2 2 ,  23, 5 6 ) .  The Warlords were 
doing a l o t  of  shoot ing (pg. 25 ) .  . H e  warned them t o  keep 
t h e i r  f i r e  away from t h e  Sharks (pg. 56) . H e  a l s o  t o l d  
t h e  Waxlords t h a t  t h e  Sharks were at tempting t o  keep t h e  VC 
with  t h e  weapon from escaping t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  t h i s  
was t h e  reason t h e  Sharks were i n  t h e  Warlords a r e a  (pg. 4 9 )  . 
Between t h e  f i r s t  and second l i f t s  on t h e  f i r s t  LZ a t  
approximately 0740 t h e  Warlords discovered two mortar tubes  
on H i l l  85 and l a t e r  pu t  i n  t h e i r  a rgan ic  i n f a n t r y  t o  d e a l  
with  it (pgs. 31, 35) .  

e. The Sharks enqaqe two VC. 

P r i o r  t o  e s c o r t i n g  s l i c k s  t o  t h e  second LZ (where 
B/4/3 was i n s e r t e d )  t h e  Sharks engaged two persons wi th  web 
gear  and back packs i n  open rice paddies (pgs. 23, 2 4 ) .  
He marked t h e s e  people with  smoke and coordinated wi th  
Lieutenant  BROOKS who g o t  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i n  10 t o  15 minutes 
and k l d  up t h e  web gear  (pgs. 23, 2 4 ,  47) . Although he 
was supposed t o  g e t  t h e  permission of t h e  ground commander 
t o  engage t a r g e t s  on t h e  ground he d i d  n o t  do s o  i n  t h i s  
engagement o r  t h e  one previous because he was a b l e  t o  
immediately p inpo in t  t h e  t a r g e t s  a s  enemy (pgs. 45, 4 6 ,  
67 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t u rn ing  i n  a body count f o r  t h e  VC 
he engaged (pgs. 47, 48 ) .  

f .  U s e  o f  gunships t o  t u r n  people back. 

While t h e  wi tness  r e c a l l e d  in s t ances  of  using gun- 
s h i p : f i r e  t o  t u r n  back Vietnamese leav ing  an a r e a ,  he d i d  n o t  
recall doing s o  on t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  being 
ordered  t o  do s o  (pgs. 31, 67, 68, 70 ) .  
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g.  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  Sharks a t  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of 
B/4/3. 

The s i te  of  t h e  second LZ w a s  east of  H i l l  85 
and sou th  o f  Highway 521 (pg. 3 8 ) .  A t  t h i s  i n s e r t i o n  they 
had t o  make a second go-around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  
n o t  l i f t  in t i m e  (pgs: 8,  38, 74) , A f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  landed the  
guns reconned in f r o n t  of  t h e  t roops  t o  s e e  what was 
happening, b u t  t h e  ground was wide open and they saw nothing 
(pg. 39) .  S ince  t h e r e  w a s  nothing unusual  occu r r ing  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  B/4/3's i n s e r t i o n  they r e tu rned  t o  h e l p  C Company 
(pg. 71 ) .  

h .  Observat ions  dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

(1) V i s i b i l i t y .  

The v i s i b i l i t y  was good, b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  
o f  smoke coming from My L a i  ( 4 )  which w a s  blowing t o  t h e  
sou th  (pgs. 58, 60) . H e  s a w  hootches burning (pg. 5 9 ) .  
When h e  r e tu rned . f rom LZ Baldy between 1800 arid 1900 t h a t  
evening he  r e c a l l e d  see ing  smoke coming from t h e  a r e a  of  
Highway 1 (pg. 60) . 

( 2 )  He l i cop te r  l and ings .  

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  an H-23 
on t h e  16 th ,  and he d i d  n o t  s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  l and  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 5 7 ) .  H e  could n o t  b r i n g  t o  
mind s e e i n g  any medevacs (pg. 58 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
a C&C s h i p  l and  t o  p ick  up two VC s u s p e c t s ,  nor  d i d  he hea r  
about  it (pg. 29 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  an i n c i d e n t  i n  
which a C&C p i l o t  asked gunships t o  evacuate  people at tempting 
t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 73) . 

( 3 )  Bodies. 

The wi tnes s  s a w  between 30 and 40  bodies  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on the 1 6 t h  (pg. 37) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  DOERSAM 
saying  something about people  being k i l l e d  who should n o t  
have been (pg. 2 9 ) .  H e  s a w  approximately s i x  bodies  i n  t h e  
nor thwest  co rne r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  could n o t  
hea r  any shoot ing  on t h e  ground due t o  t h e  no i se  from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 30) . 
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( 4 )  Transmiss ions  dur ing  t h e  day. 

MCCRARY 's r a d i o  was on t h e  ground frequency , 
and he  r e c a l l e d  overhear ing a l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y  over  t h e  
n e t  about people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  over-
hear ing  someone whom he be l i eved  t o  be  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander s a y ,  "What's going on down t h e r e " ,  sometime dur ing  
t h e  morning (pgs. 27, '28, 33) . This  w a s  connected wi th  
o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pgs. 33, 34) . 

i. Fur the r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  Sharks i n  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

The wi tnes s  thought they r e tu rned  t o  LZ Do t t i e  t o  
r e f u e l  immediately a f t e r  i n s e r t i o n  a t  t h e  second LZ which 
was approximately 0830 (pgs.  31, 32 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  s t a t i o n  (pg. 33 ) .  While MCCRARY d i d  n o t  know 
i f  t h e  Sharks  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  a t  1400 on 
17 March, he  w a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  they helped u n i t s  i n  t h e  
My La i  area cn 17 o r  18 March (pg. 74 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  w a s  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was d i scussed  among t h e  
s l i c k  crews f o r  a couple  of  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
then  w a s  qu i ck ly  dropped (pg . 4 1 )  . However, he could n o t  
r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conversa t ions  (pg. 5 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember GIBSON ask ing  about what had happened a t  My Lai 
(pg. 53) . H e  w a s  never  asked t o  p u t  anything i n  w r i t i n g  
o r  asked t o  make any s ta tements  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
and he w a s  r i ve r  con tac ted  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  about 
it (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  l e f t  f o r  R&R on 18 March and w a s  asked no 
ques t ions  about  t h e  ope ra t ion  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  (pg. 54 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Broadcast  concerning o p e r a t i o n  body count.  

On the af te rnoon  of  t h e  16 th  he heard  a r e p o r t  
ove r  Armed Forces Radio t h a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade had engaged 
and k i l l e d  109 VC i n  an ope ra t ion  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang Ngai 
(pgs. 37, 510. H e  thought  this w a s  unbe l ievable  because 
he had seen  no more than  30 t o  40 bodies  (pgs. 37, 52) . 

b. Denial  o f  gunrun i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tnes s  denied t h e  occurrence o f  a gunrun made 
upon an i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  road i n  which h i s  wingman took t h e  
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l e a d  and h e  fo l lowed up w i t h  a  minigun and r o c k e t  a t t a c k  
(pgs .  46,  70). 

c.  Assessment o f  t h e  Warlords .  

He d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  way t h e  Warlords r a n  t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  16 th  because  they  had made gunruns and 
r o c k e t  a t t a c k s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Sharks  (pg.  4 1 ) .  
H e  cons ide red  t h e  Warlords i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  i n  t h e i r  use  of 
f i r e  power, and he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  when t h e  Warlords were 
changed i n t o  an ae ro - scou t  u n i t  t hey  developed t h e  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  " t hey  should  k i l l  a l o t  o f  peop le"  (pgs .  4 1 ,  
4 2 ) .  his was a rumor he  hea rd  (pg.  4 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  many o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Warlords (pg .  4 2 ) .  

d .  I n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  Sharks .  

He l e c a l l e d  no i n c i d e n t  i n  which a Shark crew 
c h i e f  was k i l l e d  i n  January  of 1968,  and he  neve r  hea rd  of 
t h e  Sharks  be ing  accused  of employing f i r e  power 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  (pg.  4 3 ) .  Four days p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  one d t h e i r  men had been s h o t  i n  t h e  s i d e  
(pg.  4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a chemical  

NCO was s h o t  between t h e  eyes  d u r i n g  a  low- leve l  mosquito 
s p r a y i n g  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 5 ) .  A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  gunsh ips  
made a  couple  o f  gunruns o v e r  t h e  a r e a  which t o r e  up a 
few hootches  and may have k i l l e d  a few people  (pg.  4 5 ) .  
Perhaps t h i s  was d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD ( p g . 4 5 ) .  

e .  Discuss ion  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  
broke  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  MESSINGER 
f o r  abou t  1 0  minutes  o v e r  t h e  phone (pg.  6 ) .  They d i d  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  whether  t h e r e  was more t han  one gun 
w i t h  them (pg.  6 ) .  He a l s o  spoke w i t h  Major KRAUSE abou t  
it (pg.  6 2 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

c o a s t  i nc lbd inq  My Lai  Ion map. 1 

DFSCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

a r e a  I 
P-1 as annota ted  by 11-Place where they 

73174 

1 1 t h  Brigade J o u r n a l ,  
16-19 Mar 68 

An aer ia l  ~ h o t oo f  t h e  

-
t h e  w i tnes s  

W i t  asked ques t ions  
about a c t i o n  r e -
f l e c t e d  i n  log.  

Witness o r i e n t e d  

engaged i n d i v i d u a l  
wi th  r i f l e .  

2-Place where 
i n d i v i d u a l  d i s -
appeared l n t o  
d i t c h .  
3-Place where 

ground f o r c e s  a t  I 
0730. 

i n d i v i d u a l  re -
appeared wi th  r e d  
smoke. 
4-Posi t ions  o f  

76 

(MCCRARY ) 

5-Posi t ion where 
person s h o t  woman. 
6&/-Area between 
which s o l d i e r s  
s h o t  Vietnamese . 
8-Posi t ion where 
they engaged two 
Vietnamese wi th  . 
web gear .  
9-Place where he 
s a w  10-15 
Vietnamese dead. 

7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 ' 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1007 h o u r s ,  17  January 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON and M A J  COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Lanny J. MCCRARY. 

(MR MCCRARY was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and he  t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:  ) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and 
r e s idence?  

A .  I ' m  Lanny J. MCCRARY, I ' m  a  merchandis ing repre-  
s e n t a t i v e  f o r  General  Motors. I l i v e  a t  4 2 0 4  E m i l e ,  Amar i l lo ,  
Texas. 

MR WEST: For  t h e  r eco rd ,  were you a member of t h e  United 
S t a t e s '  Army on 1 6  March 196.8? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q - And when were you s e p a r a t e d ?  

A. 3 1  March 1 9 6 9 .  

Q - Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I want t o  t e l l  
you something about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  of  i n fo rma t ion  by any 
person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  in format ion  con-
c e r n i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether  t h e r e  was a 
coverup. 
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Now, w e ' r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  look i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and 
circumstances of what happened a t  My Lai .  We're n o t  d i r e c t l y  
concerned with p o s s i b l e  c r imina l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of any i n d i v i d u a l ,  
o r  th ings  t h a t  took p l a c e  t h a t  day. 

.We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and I have reviewed 
o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know nobody ever  quest ioned you? 

A. J u s t  over  t h e  phone b r i e f l y .  

Q - Was t h a t  from t h i s  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  CID? 

A. T h a t ' s  from your o f f i c e  I be l i eve .  

Q Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h  and a ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape  recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of  it, may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  ask t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  your testimony here  to -
day with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  witnesses  who may appear h e r e ,  
except  as  you may be requ i red  by an admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  
House Armed Services  Committee which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t .  They a r e  c a l l i n g  some wi tnesses  and you might be ask 
t o  appear over  t h e r e .  When we ask you no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
testimony t h a t  doesn ' t  apply t o  t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee. 

Have you rece ived  an o r d e r  from t h s  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  case  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley  o r  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

MR WEST: Colonel PATTERSON, would you l ead  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
. .please?  

LTC PATTERSON: Yes, s ir .  You s t a t e d  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  174th 
Aviation Company on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q e  Do you r e c a l l  your  s p e c i f i c  du ty  assignment? 

A .  Yes I do,  I was t h e  gunship p l a toon  l e a d e r  and I 
was l e a d i n g  t h e  gunships  on t h a t  day. 

Q- You're s u r e  t h a t  you were l e a d i n g  t h e  gunships  
on t h a t  day? , 

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember I w a s .  

Q *  Have you searched  your p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  and know 
how much t i m e  you f lew on 16 March? 

Y e s  I have.  I f lew 8 .7  hours  t h a t  day.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  and s p e c i f i c s  con-
ce rn ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6  March? 

A. No, a s  I t o l d  Major KRAUS I cannot  remember t h e  
b r i e f i n g  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  on anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  be-
cause  w e  r e c e i v e d  one of t h e s e  eve ry  day i n  one form o r  an-
o t h e r  and t h i s  one j u s t  does n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind. 

Q This  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q e  I a m  going t o  t e l l  you some of c i rcumstances  a s  
w e  b e s t  b e l i e v e  them t o  have occu r red .  The o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  
i s  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  you t o  r e c a l l  some of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  I 
w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t o  you, i f  you were t h e r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  it. 
What I ' m  going t o  s ay  i s  from an a v i a t o r  t o  a v i a t o r .  I t  w i l l  
be i n  such d e t a i l ,  and t imes ,  and e t  c e t e r a ,  t h a t  hope fu l ly  
some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you locked  i n  your  mind w i l l  become 
unlocked i n  ou r  d i s c u s s i o n .  The o b j e c t i v e  t h e r e f o r e  i s  t o  g e t  
you t o  r e c a l l ,  t o  g e t  you t o  r e l a t e  and perhaps  t o  o f f e r  some 
in fo rma t ion  f o r  u s .  

A. Before  you beg in  I might have misunderstood t h e  
q u e s t i o n s .  There a r e  some a s p e c t s  of t h a t  day,  of  t h i n g s  t h a t  
happened t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  I thought  you had r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  w e  might have r e c e i v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Well,  of  course  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a11 t h e  a s p e c t s ,  
because one of  o u r  purposes  h e r e  i s  t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and 
c i rcumstances  o f  a l l  t h a t  occu r red  p r i o r  t o  and subsequent  t o .  
A s  I unders tand  you r e c a l l  no th ing  b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and noth-
i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  day? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q *  We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was con-
ducted a t  t h e  174th.  I have reason t o  f e e l  t h a t  Lieutenant  
MAGNO took Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N S  t o  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  af ternoon 
of 15 March t o  Task Force Barker headquarters .  They rece ived  
t h e  information concerning t h e  opera t ion  and then  came back 
and Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N S  probably conducted t h e  b r i e f i n g  t o  
t h e  174th.  A s  I understand from previous tes t imony,  t h i s  i s  
t h e  way t h a t  t h e  174th opera ted  and t h a t  t h e  Dolphin Lead 
would conduct t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  whoever t h e  Dolphin Lead was t h a t  
day. The b r i e f i n g  should have cons i s t ed  of information t h a t  
two companies of Task Force Barker were t o  be a i r - a s s a u l t e d  
i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  f o r  a search  mission. One company 
was t o  sweep e a s t  and one company was t o  sweep from t h e  south-
e a s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  jo in ing  t h e  o t h e r  company with t h e  t h i r d  
company being i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q Do you have 1:50 ,000? 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  t h e  1:50,000 
Map, Exh ib i t  MAP-5. ) 

Q - Now t h a t  we a r e  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  map. The b r i e f i n g  
should have s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company had organic  s l i c k s  t h a t  
were t o  be a v a i l a b l e ,  however they were going t o  g e t  augmented 
by t h e  R a t t l e r s ,  t h e  71s t  Aviat ion Company. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a t  
t h i s  time as  t o  how many s l i c k s  were t o  be a v a i l a b l e .  The l i f t  
was f o r  t h e s e  two u n i t s  i n  t h e  t ime frame 0730 t o  be preceded 
by an a r t i l l e r y  prep  and gunship suppression. And t h e  Sharks,  
your team, was t o  e s c o r t  t h e  s l i c k s  and s t a y  on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  
r e l eased?  

A .  Right. 

Q The a r t i l l e r y  was t o  come out  of  LZ Uptight only 
and t h e  gun-target  l i n e  was from Uptight t o  t h e  LZ. Addition-
a l l y  B/123 Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  c a l l  s i g n  Warlord, nicknamed 
aero-scouts ,  were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  The genera l  
concept w a s  t h a t  they  were t o  cover t h e  southern f l a n k ,  south  
of Highway 521. Do you have any r e c a l l s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  
any of t h i s  y e t ?  
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A. Every th ing  excep t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  
know, i t ' s  2 y e a r s  ago, b u t  I thought  about  t h i s  a l o t .  But 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened every  day a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember. Like I s a y ,  w e  g o t  one o f  t h e s e  b r i e f -  
i n g s  every  day and un le s s  something unusual  was r e a l l y  s a i d  
i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind. 

Q* L i e u t e n a n t  MILLIKINS g i v e  many b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l ?  He i s  an Iowa farm'boy,  he  t a l k s  r e a l  slow and a 
l i t t l e  k i d ,  r e a l  n i c e  but-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes he d i d ,  because he  was t h e  1st 
p la toon  l e a d e r .  

Q. And s o  h i s  b r i e f i n g s  were n o t  unusual?  

A. R igh t ,  t hey  wpre n o t ,  t h e  way t h a t  Major WHEAT--
t h i s  i s  t h e  way it had been done i n  t h e  174th  before--pre-  
f e r r e d  t h e  s i x  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t o  l e a d  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  and w e  
t r i e d  t o  a l t e r n a t e  t h e s e  as much a s  p o s s i b l e .  The 1st  P la toon  
would l e a d  an a s s a u l t  one day,  t h e  2d P la toon  would l e a d  an 
a s s a u l t  ano the r  day. So u s u a l l y  it w a s  one of t h e  two p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  g i v i n g  a b r i e f i n g  eve ry  day. 

Q- The n e x t  morning, 16 March, you had t h r e e  gunships 
up and s i x  w e r e  f l y i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Th is  was based  on a r e -
p o r t  t h a t  w a s  g iven .  The reason t o  b e l i e v e  your  t a k e  o f f  t i m e - -
t h e  s l i c k s  d e p a r t u r e  t ime from Duc Pho was t o  be 0645. The 
s l i c k s  w e r e  of  cou r se  going t o  proceed t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Sometime 
it w a s  dec ided ,  and t h i s  was probably l a t e  i n  t h e  evening be- 
tween o p e r a t i o n s ,  between t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and your  company and 
s o  on, f o u r  R a t t l e r s  were t o  augment t h e  Dolphins,  a t o t a l  of 
n ine  s l i c k s .  

I n  your  miss ion p r e p a r a t i o n , ,  you probably determined 
t h a t  you were on ly  going t o  have t h r e e  gunneys up. The nex t  
morning t h e  s l i c k s  depa r t ed  on o r  about  0645 hour s .  The guns 
were a l i t t l e  l a t e r  d e p a r t i n g .  They were going t o  meet t h e  
s l i c k s  a f t e r  t hey  d e p a r t e d  a t  t h e  PZ D o t t i e ,  and p ick  them up 
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a s  opposed t o  going t o  t h e  PZ. Although 
i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  you 
proceeded a l .1  t h e  way up t o  D o t t i e ,  o r b i t i n g  D o t t i e  and p i cked  
them up a s  t hey  came o f f  o r  whether you met t h e  s l i c k s  as t h e y  
came down Highway l ?  
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A.  A s  I remember w e  o r b i t e d  Dot t i e  f o r  about 10 
minutes and it a l s o  comes t o  mind t h a t  we a l s o  go t  one o r  
two gunships from Chu Lai  and met them a t  LZ D o t t i e  too.  
This may n o t  be t h e  same day, b u t  I remember--well maybe 
you b e t t e r  go on from here .  This  could be another  time 
very e a s i l y ,  because we d i d  n o t  make a few l i f t s  from LZ 
Dot t i e .  

Q Have you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  MESSINGER? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q Recently?. . 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q r  You discussed  t h i s  operht ion  with him? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. ' I n  d e t a i l ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  much d e t a i l  a s  could t a l k  about 10 minutes 
over  t h e  te lephone.  

Q *  Did you d i s c u s s  t h i s  p o i n t  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  
t h e r e  was more than  one gun team with them? 

A. No, we d i d  no t .  

Q. Did you o r b i t  Do t t i e  o r  pick them up south of 
Dot t ie?  

A. No, w e  d i d  not .  

Q - A 1 1  r i g h t ,  it seems t o  be then ,  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
i s  you o r b i t e d  D o t t i e  f o r  about 1 0  minutes wa i t ing  f o r  those  
s l i c k s  t o  p u l l  up? 

A. Right. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were n ine  s l i c k s ?  

A. No, I do not .  
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Q o  The s l i c k s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n fo rma t ion  w e  have,  took 
o f f  and formed i n  v e e ' s  o f  t h r e e  i n  t r a i l  and f lew g e n e r a l l y  
sou th  a long  Highway 1 t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  The a r t i l l e r y  
was f i r i n g  t h e  LZ p r e p  beginning a t  about 0726  hours .  I f  you 
can p i c t u r e  y o u r s e l f  l e a v i n g  o r b i t  and p i c k i n g  up t h e  s l i c k s ,  
do you r e c a l l  from where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was be ing  f i r e d ?  

A. From Upt igh t .  

Q Was t h e r e  any a r t i l l e r y  coming o u t  of Do t t i e?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q a  YOU do remember a r t i l l e r y  coming o u t  of  Upt ight?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Okay, you p icked  up t h e  s l i c k s ,  d i d  you e s c o r t  them 
t i g h t  o r  d i d  you precede them down t o  t h e  a r ea?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we e s c o r t e d  
them t i g h t ,  because t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  way w e  e v e r  conducted o u r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  never  preceded them t o  any L Z ,  t h a t  was one of  
our  primary jobs ,  t o  e s c o r t  t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q: So you e s c o r t e d  them a t  a l t i t u d e ?  

A. Right .  

Q o  
How d i d  you g e t  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  f o r  your  planned 

miss ion o f  suppres s ion  of t h e  LZ? And I would l i k e  f o r  you 
now t o  p u t  y o u r s e l f  t h e r e  i f  you can ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e l l i n g  me 
what i s  normal o r  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  procedure ,  t o  see i f  w e  
can p i n  it down t o  t h i s  day. The in fo rma t ion  we have i s  t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  w a s  be ing  f i r e d  o u t  o f  Upt igh t  and n o t  o u t  of ~ o t t i e .  
With t h e  gun t a r g e t  l i n e  t h e r e  it would seem l o g i c a l  t o  m e  
t h a t  t h e  s l i c k s  went down Highway 1 down probably sou th  o f  
Highway 521 t o  g e t  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  t o  l and  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  W e  
have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  s l i c k s  landed  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I 
am i n t e r e s t e d  now from t h e  t i m e  you e s c o r t e d  them, where you 
went,  and how you g o t  i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  complete your  p a r t  of  
your miss ion  of  suppres s ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  a c t u a l  p a t h .  

Q Do you remember suppres s ing  t h e  LZ? 
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A. I remember t h e  two L Z ' s ,  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y - - I  
b e l i e v e  t h e  s l i c k s  made a go-around, because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  
n o t  l i f t  i n  t i m e .  

Q Tha t  i s  t h e  day and t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  w i t h  t h e  i n -
format ion t h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  t o  be  t r u e  t h a t  on t h e  second LZ 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was l a t e  i n  c u t t i n g  o f f  and t h e  s l i c k s  d i d  
have t o  make a go-around. 

A. That  was i n  t h i s  d e s e r t e d  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  I mean it was r e a l l y  b e a t  up. I t  was s c r u b  
brushes--a v i l l a g e  could  p o s s i b l y  have been t h e r e ,  b u t  it was 
no th ing  l i k e  a c r o s s  t h e  highway where t h e  houses,  and t r e e s , .  
and r i c e  padd ie s ,  and eve ry th ing .  This  was a d r y  open a r e a  
wi th  hedgerows and a l o t  o f  rocks  and t h i n g s  l a y i n g  around. 
ThLs w a s  t h e  second LZ. 

Q I d o n ' t  want you t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  
LZ b u t  I want you t o  go back t o  t h e  - f i r s t  LZ. Using your map 
and t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph which shows My La i  (4), H i l l  85, 
521, P i n k v i l l e  w i l l  be i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
The f i r s t  LZ was t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  , looking  a t  t h e  
t e r r a i n  which you cannot  see on t h e  map very w e l l ,  b u t  looking  
a t  an a e r i a l  photograph,  v e r t i c a l ,  of t h a t  a r e a  you see aga in  
Highway 521 and H i l l  85. 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tnes s  on E x h i b i t s  
MAP-5 and P-1.) 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  suppress ion  o f  t h a t  LZ? 

A.  I do, because w e  had t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  h i l l .  

Q Okay, would you t e l l  m e  about i t ?  

A.  A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember I t h i n k  I s a i d  something 
t o  t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  on h i s  approach t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  going t o  be 
a b l e  t o  g i v e  him much suppor t  t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  because a t  t h e  
a l t i t u d e  t h a t  w e  approached; t h a t  t h e  h i l l  was i n  the 'way u n t i l  
very l a t e  on t h e  approach. 

Q I n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ now? 
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A. Right ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where 
it w a s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q So you were going t o  have t r o u b l e  suppres s ing  on 
t h e  f i r s t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h e  r i g h t  ,.yes  ,,sir .  

Q On t h e  r i g h t ,  which i s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  f l i g h t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q a  Do you r e c a l l  making your gunruns? 

A. No, I do no t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who you had i n  your  team, Shark 
team? M r .  BURTON, M r .  DOERSAM i n  t h e  second s h i p  and MESSINGER 
w i t h  you? 

A. I remember M r .  MESSINGER, however some t h i n g s  t h a t  
happened l a t e r  on,  and I cannot  remember who w a s  backing m e  
up t h a t  day.  

Q For  your in format ion  w e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  it was M r .  BURTON and M r .  DOERSAM and a g a i n ,  I t e l l  you 
t o  see i f  you t r y  t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t .  You w e r e n ' t  
concerned about t h e  suppress ion  e a s t  of t h e  LZ and t h e  a r e a  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  I presume, o r  a long  t h e  hedge row t o  t h e  west  
s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  because of t h e  mountain. 

Q . Because o f  t h e  mountain of  H i l l  85 ,  do  you r e c a l l  
how many gunruns you made? 

A. No, I do no t .  

. Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t ype  of  ordnance t h a t  you expended? 

A. No, I do n o t .  

90 What would be t h e  normal t ype  o f  ordnance f o r  
suppress ion?  

A .  You mean t h e  p e r c e n t ?  
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Q Type? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  on ly  had two systems, t h e  miniguns and 
t h e  M-5. 

Q. .What i s  t h e  M-5? 

A. The M-5 i s  t h e  4 0 m  grenade launcher  on t h e  nose 
wi th  1 4  rocke t s .  

Q The 2.75? 

A. Right.  

Q Thinking about  your miss ion ,  t h a t  you w e r e  going 
t o  cover two LZ I s  w i th  your ordnance load ,  do you r e c a l l  any 
thoughts  i n  your mind about  how much ordnance you w e r e  going 
t o  expend on your f i r s t  pas s  t o  t h i s  LZ,  s av ing  some f o r  t h e  
n e x t  LZ,  and some of course  on s t a t i o n  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t - i n ?  

A. Right ,  I d o n ' t  remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i n  p a r t i -
c u l a r  wi th  my gun p la toon ,  b u t  i n  an ope ra t ion  l i k e  t h i s  it 
would be normal f o r  m e  t o  say ,  one t h i r d ,  one t h i r d  and one 
t h i r d .  One t h i r d  on one LZ,  one t h i r d  on t h e  second LZ, and 
t h e  t h i r d  i n  r e s e r v e  f o r  obse rva t ions  and what have you. 

Q What's one t h i r d  of  your b a s i c  load  o f  2.75? 

A. W e l l ,  i t  would be probably about f o u r  o r  f i v e .  

Q Rockets. Okay, you c a r r i e d  how many? 

A. Fourteen.  

Q What about your 7.62? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was always deba tab le  anyway, because 
w e  u s u a l l y  j u s t  f i r e d  u n t i l  t hey  jammed up on u s ,  because 
we had a l o t  of t r o u b l e  wi th  our' system. Very seldom we f i n d  
one gun i f  you unders tand what I mean. W e  k e p t  c o n s t a n t  
d i scuss ion  wi th  t h e  gunner because i t ' s  hard  t o  know how much 
of  t h a t  s t u f f  you w e r e  shoot ing.  
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Q- How many rounds d i d  you c a r r y  a s  a normal r u l e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  4,000.  

Q = You had 4,000 rounds? Is t h a t  p e r  s h i p ?  

A. P e r  s h i p ,  r i g h t .  

Q 0 
You do n o t  r e c a l l  suppres s ing?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - I f  you w e r e  t o  f l y  t h a t  miss ion today ,  and I 
recognize  t h a t  w e ' r e  removed i n  some t ime  w i t h  t h i s  a r e a ,  
r e p o r t e d  t o  be a s  q u i t e  h o s t i l e  and you knew t h i s  from expe r i -
ence ,  t h i s  area was a bad a rea .  Where would you suppres s?  

A. I would a long  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  probably 
and t h e  hedgerow. 

Q Along t h i s ,  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q But a long  t h i s  g e n e r a l  n o r t h ,  sou th  hedgerow,
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

And what about  t h i s  one? 

A. W e l l ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  w e  would say ,  p u t  
t h e  r o c k e t s  h e r e  and sp ray  t h e  whole a r e a  w i th  t h e  miniguns. 

. . . . 

Q P u t  t h e  r o c k e t s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  o r  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
o f  t h e  LZ? 

A. Anything t h a t ' s  running p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  LZ on 
e i t h e r  s i d e ,  t a r g e t s ' o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  o r  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  o f  
enemy, t h a t ' s  w e r e  we would p u t  t h e  r o c k e t s .  Now t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  run  p a r a l l e l ,  it i s  awful ly  h a r d  t o  shoo t  r o c k e t s ,  be-
cause  you g o t  t o  keep p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t  a l t i t u d e .  And t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  be e f f e c t i v e  a t  a l l .  And anyth ing  l i k e  
t h i s  d i t c h ,  o r  hedgerow running a c r o s s  h e r e ,  w e  would t r y  t o  
suppres s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  M - 5 ,  40mm grenades ,  o r  t h e  miniguns 
r a t h e r  t han  t r y  t o  change t h e  a l t i t u d e  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o o  
much t o  f i r e  r o c k e t s .  
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Q You r e c a l l  b r eak ing  o r  t h i n k i n g  about  which way 
you would b reak  a f t e r  your  suppres s ing  run i n  o r d e r  t o  p i c k  
up t h e  s l i c k s  and e s c o r t  them down t o  t h e  ground? 

A. W e  always use  t h e  same p a t t e r n .  Every gunrun I 
e v e r  made w i t h  t h e  174 th ,  w e  always use t h e  same ,one. 

Q Which one? 

A, . - .  R a c e  t r a c k .  

Q On bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. Righ t ,  on bo th  s i d e s .  

Q You on ly  had one gun team t h a t  day,  how would you 
have accomplished i t ?  

A.  W e  would have p u t  one on each s i d e .  

Q 0 .  
Did you have t o  do t h i s ?  

A. Did w e  have t o  do i t ?  

Q Do you recall  i n s t a n c e s  where you had t o  do t h i s ?  
I recognize  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  an excepted  normal p o l i c y  i n  t h e  al 
employment of gunships?  

A. No, I can never  remember doing it, s imply f o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  a gunship i s  r e a l l y  n o t  e f f e c t i v e  u n l e s s  i t s  g o t  
someone behind it. 

, Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  your mind e v e r  hav ing  t o  
do t h i s  on any o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  t h e  174th?  

A,  Now t h a t  you mention BURTON'S name, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  w e  d i d  it t h i s  day,  it may sound funny, b u t  I can remember 
- - j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  BURTON--on t h e  r a d i o  w i t h  him w i t h  some-
t h i n g  of t h i s  k ind.  I can remember and i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  day I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about ,  I w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  and he  was on t h e  l e f t  i f  
t h a t ' s  what come t o  my mind, t h a t ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  I s e e .  

Q The reason  I mentioned t h i s  i s  because it i s  unusual  
t o  do t h i s .  For  one t h i n g  i t ' s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  good sound gun 
t a c t i c s  and anytime t h a t  you would have t o  do t h a t  i t  would 
lodge and s a y ,  "I' v e  g o t  t o  keep on t h e  s t i c k  and p r o t e c t  the 
o t h e r  guns a s  w e l l  as do t h e  job of  e s c o r t i n g  t h o s e  s l i c k s " .  
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A. And you would have t o  make an awful l ong  approach 
i n  t h e  prep.  

Q And it would probably be t h a t  you were somewhere 
a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  back i n  t h e  s l i c k s .  

A. I ' d  s a y  you would have t o  be  way back and f l y  a t  
a ve ry  slow speed.  

Q Recognizing w e  g o t  n i n e  s l i c k s  i n  t h i s  format ion 
t o o  and t h i s  was a l s o  of some concern,  because t h i s  i s  a p r e t t y  
l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n .  And t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you remember, t h a t  one 
be ing  on t h e  r i g h t  and one be ing  on t h e  l e f t  does seem t o  r i n g  
some b e l l s ?  

A. I t  does .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  I can h e a r  M r .  MESSINGER 
t a l k i n g  about  ou r  slow a i r  speed. 

Q 0 I have reasons  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was on ly  one 
f i r e  team on s t a t i o n  i n  suppor t  of t h e  l i f t .  And a t  t h i s  
i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n  t h e  i n i t i a l  LZ ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  guns t h a t  
were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  because t h e  Warlords,  t h e  aero-scouts ,  were 
l a te  i n  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  You r e c a l l  them c a l l i n g  and 
say ing  t h a t  w e ' r e  n o t  t h e r e  y e t .  "We' 11 be t h e r e  i n  about  15 
minutes , "  because your  concern f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  i n  and 
t h e  long  p a s s  th rough ,  and t h e  subsequent  l i f t  w i t h  t h e  aero-
s c o u t  machines i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t  you had t o  t h readpass  through 
would have caused some c o o r d i n a t i o n  concern f o r  a gunship 
p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

- -

A. Righ t .  

Q Okay, when t h e  s l i c k s  went i n ,  t h e  LZ was co ld?  

A. Right .  

Q And t h e y  depa r t ed?  

A. R igh t .  

& Do you r e c a l l  t h e  day? You remember what you d i d  
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  went down on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

'A. I c e r t a i n l y  do. 

Q W i l l  you p l e a s e  t e l l  us?  

1 3  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember where I came from o r  my exac t  
movements a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  departed t h e  area .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  
I remember is  approaching, maybe I was making another  r a c e  
track--they had l e f t .  

Q - .The s l i c k s  had departed? You escor ted .  them up t o  
a l t i t u d e ?  

A. I assume. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Then I go t  i n  con tac t  with t h e  ground commander, 
I be l i eve  h i s  c a l l  s i g n  a t  t h a t  time might have been Lobo, 
I ' m  n o t  su re  what t h e  c a l l  s i g n  a t  t h a t  time was. I dropped 
down t o  a l t i t u d e - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Char l i e  6 1  

A. Char l i e  6? 

Q Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Okay, we always use  a l l  t h e  c a l l  s i g n s .  W e  would 
say  Lobo, Char l i e  6 o r  whatever it was. I was f l y i n g  a very 
low a l t i t u d e ,  because  I had no t i ced  t h i s  long--I wouldn't  even 
c a l l  it a road--I know how it i s  i n  Vietnam. A whole gang 
of people--

A. Right ,  a whole gang o£ them coming on t h e  t r a i l  
t h i s  was and down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--
Q ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  s o  we can g e t  t h i s  down. Coming 
down t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  south ou t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t o  521 and 
they were a l l  going t o  t h e  southwest. 

A.  We dropped down t o  a l t i t u d e  about 150 f e e t ,  o u r  
observation--and t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I saw was a guy about 6-2 
wi th  a weapon. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  where you saw him? 

A. Right  on t h e  t r a i l .  
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Q *  The nor th ,  south t r a i l  of 521? 

A. I t  was r i g h t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  Highway 521. 

Q You mean i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  junct ion of  t h e  nor th ,  
south t r a i l  and 521 ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. On t h e  t r a i l  walking and had i t  s lung  over  h i s  
shoulder .  

Q- He had a weapon s lung over  h i s  shoulder? 

A. H e  had a weapon s lung  over  h i s  shoulder .  I t  looked 
l i k e  an M - 1  t o  me. I remember very w e l l ,  because you j u s t  d o n ' t  
s e e  t h i s - v e r y  o f t e n .  You know when you conduct an opera t ion  
you j u s t  d o n ' t - s e e  people with weapons t h a t  o f t e n ,  walking o u t  
i n  t h e  open. I l i k e  t o  sca red  M r .  MESSINGER t o  dea th ,  because 
we were j u s t  100 o r  2 0 0 - f e e t  performing our  observat ion ,  and 
I d i d  a 90 degree pedal  t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and we f i r e d  on him. 

Q t  With what? 

A. With our  doorgunner 's  M-60 I s .  

Q Doorgunners?. . 

A. Our doorgunner.. . 

Q 0 You r e m e 9 e r  which one? 

A. I t  would have been--I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was FARGIER, 
David FARGIER, because I turned  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  crew ch ie f  was. 

Q Because you were r i d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t ?  

A. Right ,  I was f i r i n g  t h e  rocke t s  t h a t  day. We had 
a minigun system and I was f l y i n g .  We engaged him--now then 
one of  t h e s e  two d i t c h e s  o r  hedgerows i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  r i g h t  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I thought I would recognize it immediately 
when I saw it, b u t  I d o n ' t ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  t h i s  one, be-
cause it seems t o  me i t ' s  much heav ie r  vege ta t ion .  Okay, by 
t h e  time we turned  around and f i r e d  on it he  had got ten  t o  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and was i n  t h e  d i t c h  and we cont inued t o  
p u t  suppression f i r e  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. Your sh ip?  
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A.  My s h i p ,  t h e  o t h e r  one was up above covering.me 
l i k e  we always do. W e  always had one low and t h e  o t h e r  one 
h igh ,  following. 

Q BURTON and DOERSAM,, were they t h e  crew? 

A. They were up t h e r e  and I was observat ion .  
W e  had him i n  t h e  d i t c h .  And a t  t h i s  time I was n o t  aware of  
what was a c t u a l l y  going on over  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  
My Lai .  I repor ted  what we had seen t o  Char l i e  6 .  

Q Right. 

A. And we continued t o  put  f i r e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  w e  
never saw him, s o  we t o l d  Char l i e  6 what we had. A s  b e s t  a s  
I can remember t h e r e  was about 1 0  o r  15 and I assumed t h a t  
they were i n  t h e  company commander's p a r t y ,  RTO, a r t i l l e r y  
observer ,  and whatever they might have had was i n  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  here  j u s t  sou theas t .  To me t h i s  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
I see .  

Q T h a t ' s  where Char l i e  6 was, on t h e  southwest 
corner  of . t h e. v i l l a g e ?  

A. Anyway, he was west of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  i n  an 
open a rea ,  because I remember I could see  everyth ing  and see 
what they were doing. 

Q Right.  

A. I t o l d  them what I had seen and what I had. I 
cannot remember what he t o l d  me and anyway, t h a t  group of 
personnel  themselves t h e  one r i g h t  here  were t h e  ones--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Southwest of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Were t h e  ones t h a t  s t a r t e d  towards t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
s a i d  they would check it out--which I remember was r e d  smoke. 
I can almost swear it was re.d. 

Q Okay, go ahead? 

A.  Now then ,  t h e  sequence of events  he re  becomes a 
l i t t l e  dim t o  me again ,  because I ' m  not  s u r e  we a c t u a l l y  l e f t  . 
t h i s  l o c a t i o n  and went t o  another  l o c a t i o n  while  they  were 
i n  rou te  o r  j u s t  what. But a s  f a r  a s  I can remember we s t ayed  
on s t a t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  guy d idn '  t g e t  
away. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

A. They came down t h i s  l i t t l e  d i k e ,  o r  road ,. . o r  t r a i l ,  
o r  whatever  it .may have--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The ground t r o o p s  came s t r a i g h t
due s o u t h ,  r i g h t ?  

A. And when they  approached h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h i s  
i s  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q J u s t  sou th  of  Highway 521. 

A. J u s t  a r e g u l a r  Vietnamese tree l i n e  w i t h  t h e  t r e e s  
about every  4 f e e t ,  r i g h t  a long  he re .  Now h e r e  on t h e  t r a i l ,  
w e  s a w  about  t h r e e  o r  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  h a l f  a dozen people  k i l l e d .  

- Q = You s a w  them k i l l e d ?  

A. R igh t  by t h e  ground t r o o p s .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  r i g h t  
i n  t h i s  area, c i r c l i n g  about  150 o r  200 f e e t .  

Q- Okay, l e t ' s  go back,  r i g h t  a f t e r  you s a w  t h i s  i n -
d i v i d u a l  w i t h  t h e  weapon down a long  t h e  t r a i l  j u n c t i o n ,  you 
proceeded down t h e r e  and made a t i g h t  t u r n  and your  doorgunner--
you t h i n k  you r e c a l l  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  engaged t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  
The i n d i v i d u a l  as I unders tand  it, proceeded o f f  t h e  t r a i l  
maybe 50 meters sou th  of t h e  road and i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  t r e e  
l i n e  running  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  nor thwes t  o r  southwest .  You 
n o t i f i e d  t h e  ground commander a s  you i n d i c a t e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q You recall  s e e i n g  them on t h e  ground, t h e  command 
p a r t y ,  t h e  C h a r l i e  e lement  around t h e  sou thwes t  co rne r  of My 
La i  (4)? 

I t  seems t o  me it was r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Okay, you t o l d  them t h a t  you had one t h a t  you had 
g o t t e n ,  and t h a t  you wanted t h e m ' t o  come down and conf i rm/or  
p o l i c e  up? 

A .  Right .. . 

Q Do you r e c a l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  o r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
your engagement, d i s c u s s i n g  o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Warlords 
element? 
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A. They a r r i v e d  j u s t  about t h i s  t i m e  and they  w e r e  
working a s  w e l l  as I can remember, g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  H i l l  85 and sou th .  

A. Do you have a map t h a t  shows t h e  h i l l  'a l i t t l e  
b i t  b e t t e r  t han  an a e r i a l  photo? 

Q No, I d o n ' t .  

A. Well okay, it d o e s n ' t  ma t t e r .  They were g e n e r a l l y  
east  and n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  h i l l  and I remember t hey  came on 
s t a t i o n ,  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Sharks h e r e  w i l l  be working such 
and such.  While w e  were h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ma in t a in ing  o u r  
p o s i t i o n ,  because we d i d  have a l i v e  one and we wanted t o  g e t  
it checked o u t .  I remember w e  had some t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  War-
l o r d s ,  because I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  had some people  h e r e  on t h e  
bottom of t h e  h i l l ,  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  o r  someplace, and 
they  were making t h e i r  gunruns from e a s t  t o  w e s t .  

Q They had found somebody t h e r e ?  

A. Well ,  a s  b e s t  a s  I can remember some l o c a t i o n s  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q *  A l l  r i g h t  now, l e t ' s  j u s t  ho ld  o f f  a minute ,  t h i s  
was between t h e  f i r s t  and second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. The s l i c k s  were going back and w e  w e r e  . j u s t. happen-
i n g  t o  recon t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  some conve r sa t ion  between you and 
Shark 6 and t h e  War lords ' s  l e a d e r ?  I 

A. Very b r i e f l y ,  b u t  I do remember. 

(MR WEST e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  

Q A f t e r  you coo rd ina t ed  wi th  t h e  Warlords--we' l l  go
back t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  i n  a moment. Do you recal l  
s e e i n g  a ground element  proceeding sou th  from t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
sou thwes te rn  c o r n e r  of  My La i  t o  where you had engaged t h i s  -
i n d i v i d u a l  and l o s t  him i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  sou th  o f  Highway 521? 
Would you t e l l  u s  about  t h i s  p l e a s e ?  
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A. A f t e r  I con tac t ed  him h e  sa id - - to ld  me something 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  company had a l r e a d y  moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  He was o u t  h e r e  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t y  
coo rd ina t ing  and d i r e c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  They cont inued  down 
t h i s  way. W e  s t a y e d  on s t a t i o n  o b s e r v a t i o n  s o  t h a t  he  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  away, w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  t o  g e t  t h e r e .  The t ime p e r i o d -
I d o n ' t  know how long  it took them t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  probably w i t h i n  
1 0  o r  15 minutes ,  which would be  about  a c l i c k  l a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q The s c a l e  of  t h e  a e r i a l  photo i s  1 inch  e q u a l s  
about  85 meters ,  s o  it wouldn' t be q u i t e  a c l i c k  then .  

A. W e l l ,  anyway, and l i k e  I s a i d ,  I remember some 
people  were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

Q A s  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  your  t es t imony,  t h e r e  
were l a r g e  numbers of  Vietnamese, ind igenous  n a t i o n a l s ,  along-
s i d e  of 521 proceeding  w e s t e r l y ?  

A. Right ... . 

Q 0 You d i d n ' t  have any problem s e g r e g a t i n g  t h i s  one 
i n d i v i d u a l  from t h e s e  people?  

A. Negat ive .  

Q. H e  w a s  moving away from t h e  l a r g e  group of people?  

A. H e  w a s  w i t h  them, when I say  a l a r g e  group I mean 
they  w e r e n ' t  packed shou lde r  t o  shoulder--2 h e r e  and 1 0  meters  
behind them w e r e  3 o r  4 more, 5 meters behind them another--
t h i s  guy was walking by h imse l f .  I whipped it around and my 
doorgunner had t r o u b l e  s p o t t i n g  him r i g h t  away. "There he i s ,  
d o n ' t  you see him" , b u t  I could s e e  where it would be  hard  f o r  
him t o  s p o t  him r i g h t  away, s o  t h i s  i s  when t h e  guy made h i s  
d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  t r a i l  and i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q - I see, t o  t h e  sou th?  

Right .  

Q - Okay, t hen  what happened when ground f o l k s  g o t  
down t h e r e ?  
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A. A s  good infantrymen I guess ,  t hey  were s c a t t e r e d  
o u t  i n  a l i n e .  

Q About how many of  them? 

A. . I t  looked l i k e  1 0  t o  me, n o t  very many., n o t  ve ry  
many a t  a l l  and they  were coming t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  pro-
bably  1 0  o r  15 meters i n  between them. 

Q Coming sou th?  

A. Coming s o u t h ,  down t h i s  d i k e  o r  t r a i l  and down 
through t h e  paddies  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q I see. 

A. L ike  I s a y ,  I observed some people  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
because it w a s  unusual  and w e  mentioned it t o  each o t h e r ,  P ike ,  
"What's going on,  " o r  "What's t h e  m a t t e r , "  you know, "What's -
t h e  d e a l  t h e r e .  " A s  one man g o t  through t h e  t r e e  l i n e  t o  t h e  
s o u t h ,  and it w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a s t  of  where--we w e r e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and t h i s  i s  where t h e  man was. I assumed t h a t  it was 
C h a r l i e  6 ,  because t h e  RTO was r i g h t  behind him, r i g h t  i n  t h e  
t r e e  l i n e  and j u s t  sou th  o f  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  where we observed 
a woman k i l l e d .  Because I remember mentioning it t o - - i t  w a s  
mentioned i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  "Look t h a t - guy j u s t  s h o t  a woman. " 

Q I see, okay. 

A. Anyway, s o .  t h i s - -

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  About where i s  t h a t ?  

A. Right  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a s  b e s t  I =an remember, 
j u s t  sou th  o f  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  sou th  of t h e  highway, r i g h t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  somewhere. Anyway they  went ahead,  p o l i c e  t h e  
area--we d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  guy--there w e r e  s e v e r a l  caves ,  and 
t u n n e l s ,  and t h i n g s .  So we d i d n ' t  f i n d  him a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  
s o  t h a t  i s  t h e  sum t o t a l  a s  t o  what happened r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n .  

Q Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  people  k i l l e d ?  

A. There w e r e  s e v e r a l  a long  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and a long  521. 
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Q =  How were they  k i l l e d ?  By t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q What w e r e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ?  Were t h e y  j u s t  shoo t ing
people  a s  t h e y  were going down through t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know s i r ,  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  s ay .  W e  
t a l k e d  about it when w e  g o t  back t h a t  n i g h t  and i t ' s  ha rd  
t o  judge,  when y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  a i r ,  w h a t ' s  going on on t h e  
ground. What t h e y  s e e  o r  what i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  and h a l f  a 
dozen--a dozen--I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h e r e  were bod ie s  l a y i n g  
on t h e  t r a i l  where t hey  had s h o t  them. 

Q You' re  p o i n t i n g  a long  521 t h e r e  j u s t  n o r t h  of  
where you man w a s '  1 0 s - t ' i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W a s  t h i s  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  where you 
s a w  t h i s  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  you assumed t o  be  C h a r l i e  6, t h a t  
s h o t  t h e  woman o r  was it a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  s o u t h ,  o r  no r th?  

A. I t  w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  wh i l e  t hey  w e r e  approaching 
t h a t  area. 

Q I see. Now, when d i d  t h e  second l i f t  of  C Company 
come i n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t i m e ,  t o  a l l  of  t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

?* You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A.  I r e c a l l  going ahead and making some more obser -
v a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ove r  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  engaged some 
more people  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  Warlords a c t i v i t i e s  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  While t h e  i n f a n t r y  w a s  coming sou th  and t o  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what were t h e  Warlord gunships  doing? 

A. They were going c razy .  They w e r e  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  
ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q E a s t  of  85,  o r  n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. Anyway, t h e y  were i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  and they  had 
r e p o r t e d  o r  s t a t e d  something about  some VC, o r  some bunkers ,  
o r  something. Anyway, something on t h i s  h i l l  t h a t  t hey  were 
engaging w i t h  t h e i r  r o c k e t s  and M-60. 

Q Now, f o r  t iming  and a l l  of  t h i s  l e t ' s  go back.  
Did you o r b i t  t h e  a r e a  where your man w a s ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  t o  g e t  down t h e r e ?  

- .  

A. Y e s .  

Q And you r e c a l l ,  as you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  marking
it wi th  r e d  smoke? 

. -

Right .  

Q You remember r e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  t h e  c o l o r  t h a t  comes t o  my mind. 

Q I see. Okay, t h e  Warlords were making t h e i r  gun 
pas ses  on something i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85,  and t h i s  . 

caused you some concern,  because '  of what? 

A. Because t h e y  w e r e  making them from east  t o  w e s t  
and a s  you can see t h e y  were making t h o s e  gunruns approximately  
l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . And I remember, I t h i n k ,  s ay ing  some-
t h i n g  t o  them t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  and as I remember t hey  s a i d  
something about  w e ' r e  supposed t o  t a k e  c a r e  of e v e r y t h i n g  
sou th  of t h e  highway. 

Q I see. Okay? 

A. I proceeded t o  t e l l  them t h a t ,  "Look, w e  have some-
body, an enemy wi th  a weapon, and then  we're going about  o u r  
bus ines s . "  ' 

Q And you recal l  t h e  Warlords s a y i n g  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
i n  t h e i r  runs  and they  would keep o u t  o f  your  way o r  you would 
keep o u t  o f  t h e i r  way, i s  tha t - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s a i d  something t o  them a f t e r  they 
made about  two p a s s e s ,  because t h e y  w e r e  f i r i n g  t h e i r  r o c k e t s  
d i r e c t l y  o r  g e n e r a l l y  i n  o u r  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q 9 Okay, t hen  what happened? Where d i d  you go a f t e r  
you had seen  a l l  of  t h i s ?  

A. W e  went n o r t h ,  I d o n ' t  s e e  it h e r e ,  b u t  t o  me 
t h e r e ' s  ano the r  t r a i l  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  l e a d i n g  
nor thwes t ,  o r  n o r t h  nor thwes t .  

LTC PATTERSON: T h i s  i s  s k e t c h  map and t h e  s c a l e  h e r e  i s  about  
5 i nches  e q u a l s  100 meters .  (The s k e t c h  map was n o t  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d . )  The a r e a  t h a t  you desc r ibed  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photo,  as t o  where you g o t  your  k i l l  was i n  t h i s  a r ea?  

A. No, i t ' s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  one.  

I 'm s o r r y ,  r i g h t  here.. 

A. Right .  

Q T h i s  t r a i l ,  a n d  t h i s .  t r a i l ,  and t h i s  i s  521. Can 
you i n d i c a t e  where t h i s  nor thwes te rn  p o r t i o n  i s ? .  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I say - - l e t  m e  t e l l  you something e l s e  
t h a t  I remember. I d o n ' t  know i f  it happened immediately 
a f t e rwards  o r  some--but east of  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  some-
where, we a l s o  engaged two more people  t h a t  were d e f i n i t e l y  
enemy, back packs ,  web g e a r  and eve ry th ing .  I t  seems t o  me 
l i k e - - t h a t ' s  t h a t  reason  I was looking  a t  t h i s  photo s o  c l o s e l y .  
I t  w a s  a long  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  someplace ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h a t  
would be  r i g h t  a long  i n  h e r e ,  would it n o t  o r  g e n e r a l l y  i n  he re?  

(Af f i rma t ive  nod by LTC PATTERSON.) 

I b e l i e v e  it w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  second l i f t  t h a t  w e  
saw t h e s e  people  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  and aga in ,  we coo rd ina t ed  
n o t  w i th  C h a r l i e  6 ,  b u t  somebody e l s e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q A p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. I t  was a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and we cont inued  t o  s t a y  
t h e r e .  They were f a i r l y  c l o s e  and d i d n ' t  t a k e  t o o  long  f o r  
them t o  f i n d  t h e  bod ie s  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q .  Now, when you s a y  b e f o r e  t h e  second l i f t  are you 
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  second LZ? 

A. The second LZ. 

Q .Okay. 

MR WEST: We've had cons ide rab le  tes t imony on t h i s  p o i n t ,  
however t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  two VC k i l l e d  we've had was o u t  
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  E x h i b i t  MAP-5). The i n d i c a t i o n  
w a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  2d P la toon ,  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS, h i s  
p l a toon  had t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  of  t h e  hamlet  and moved through 
r a t h e r  r a p i d l y .  They moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  rice paddies  and 
found t h e  two VC dead i n  t h e r e  and p icked  up two weapons. 

A. They had web g e a r  and eve ry th ing .  

Q. Then he moved from t h e r e  on up t o  Binh Tay. 

A. Like  I s a i d ,  it w a s  an open a r e a  t o  t h e  east  and 
k i n d  of t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q We've had s o  many wi tnes ses  on t h a t  p o i n t ,  it does  
appear  t h a t  it was n o r t h  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  g e n e r a l l y .  The w i t n e s s  
s a i d  o u t  about  400  meters. 

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  open. 

Q I n  t h e  open,  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies?  

A. I n  t h e  open, i n  t h e  rice paddies  and w e  g o t  them 
a t  a p o i n t  where t hey  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t o  any cover  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  reason--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You recall  how you marked them? 

A. Smoke, I would assume. I wouldn ' t  remember marking 
them e x a c t l y ,  b u t  w e  s t a y e d  on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  w e  a c t u a l l y  s a w  
t h e  ground t r o o p s  walk r i g h t  up t o  them and wave t o  u s ,  i n  
f a c t  one o f  them gave us t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  thumbs-up s i g n a l )  . 
Because I w a s  aga in  f l y i n g  real  low making p a s s e s  back and 
f o r t h  ove r  t h e  people  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t hey  were dead and 
would n o t  g e t  away. I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  ground t r o o p s  b u t  
about 1 0  o r  15 minutes a g a i n  t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  n o t  
very long  a t  a l l .  
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Q - Did you have t o  mark t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  more than  
o n c e , o r  d i d  one marking t a k e  c a r e  of  i t ?  

A .  I t  seems t o  m e  l i k e  we marked it a c o ~ 2 l eof t i m e s ,  
because  I b e l i e v e  w e  marked it t o o  e a r l y  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  
t r o o p s  cou ld  have p o s s i b l y  have s t i l l  been i n  t h e  vil lage--we 
marked it and t h e y  d i d  n o t  s e e  it. W e  had t o  remark it and 
t h e n  when t h e y  g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a  I remember them ask ing  
f o r  some more s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  because it was an open 
a r e a  and t h e y  couldn '  t s e e  anyth ing  down i n  t h e  g r a s s .  So 
I t h i n k  w e  might have gone over  and marked it a g a i n  ano the r  
t i m e .  

Q Okay, do you r e c a l l  moni tor ing  any o f  t h e  Warlords '  
r e p o r t s  about  t h i s  t ime? Had t h e y  done any good where t hey  
were? 

A. I r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  t h e  Warlords had done a l o t  of  
t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  and they  were i n  an a r e a  by themselves  
more o r  less. Where I was working i r i  c o n t a c t  with t h e  y rou i~d  
commander t h e y  w e r e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and more o r  l e s s  t h e y  
took care of  t h i s  a l l  by themselves .  They were j u s t  r e p o r t i n g  
what t h e y  found and they  were doing an awful l o t  of  shoo t ing .  
I t h i n k  t h e y  had a l o t  of people  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  h i l l  and 
many they  s a i d  w e r e  " d i  d i ' i n g "  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  and t h e y  were do ing  a l o t  o f  shoo t ing .  

Q Okay, t h e n  you r e c a l l  t h e  second l i f t  coming i n t o  
b. t h e  f i r s t  LZ? 

A. The f i r s t  LZ I do n o t ,  w e  would have j u s t  p i cked  
them up and e s c o r t e d  them i n  w i thou t  any th ing  happehing I ' m  
s u r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any groups of  people  evacua t ing  
t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  any o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  one you 
d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r ?  

A. To t h e  n o r t h .  

You're p o i n t i n g  now to--from My Lai--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To m e  I can s e e  a t r a i l  h e r e ,  I 
know i t  d o e s n ' t  show on t h e  map. I t  d o e s n ' t  go very  f a r  w e s t .  

(MCCRARY) APP T-172 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q The t r a i l  t h a t  you ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e r e  with t h e  
p e n c i l  i s  t h i s  one running i n t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  almost 
due nor th  of t h e  western edge of My Lai ( 4 )  .. 
A.  There were people l eav ing  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t o o ,  
now they might have been on a b i g  d ike  o r  something--I remember 
them as being on a t r a i l .  

Q- Going nor th  o u t  of My Lai?  

A. Right. 

Q Okay, d i d  you observe any of t h e  ground t roops '
r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  people o r  d i d  you t ake  any a c t i o n ,  re ference  
these  people? 

A .  Again, now t h i s  does n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind 
l i k e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  over  he re .  I remember e i t h e r  t h i s  day 
o r  a day very s i m i l i a r - - t h e  l o c a t i o n  very c l o s e  t o  where a 
l o t  of people went t o  t h e  nor th  o r  northwest.  We spen t  a 
b i t  of time i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  because of t h e  simple f a c t  t h a t  they  
were moving t o  where t h e  ground t roops  spen t  a l o t  of time 
t r y i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e s e  people back. 

Q = L e t ' s  go on t o  s e e  i f  I can jog your memory a 
l i t t l e  b i t  here .  Do you remember any C & C  a i r c r a f t  o r  any 
s t r ange  c a l l  s i g n s  o r  h igher  headquarters  perhaps be ing  in -
volved w i t h  any of t h e s e  people? 

Q Would you t e l l  u s  about it p lease?  

A. I menticned a r,&rnc I kcLieve i t  us:? General KOSTER, 
was it no t?  Anyway t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander a t  t h a t  time--I 
f o r g e t  h i s  c a l l  s i g n ,  b u t  a t  t h e  time I recognized it. 

Q Well, would i t  be Rawhide? 

A.  No, Rawhide was a b a t t a l i o n  s i g n ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Would it be Coyote? 

(The wi tness  gave a negat ive  response.)  

Would it be Saber? 
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A. I t  wou ldn ' t  have been Rawhide o r  Coyote, Saber  
' p o s s i b l y ,  ye s .  

Q- Okay, what do you recall  about  t h a t ?  

A .  I can remember something t o  t h e  e f f e c t - - l i k e ,  
"What's going on down t h e r e ? "  

Was t h i s  now b e f o r e  t h e  second l i f t ?  

I donrt remember. 

Q Qkay, what do you r e c a l l  about  i t ?  

A. Once t h e s e  t h i n g s  s t a r t  happening I k i n d  of l o s t  
sequence,  because i t ' s  2 y e a r s  e a r l i e r - - w h i l e  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
were happening it might have been a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  
ready t o  l e a v e .  But I don ' t  know, b u t  I remember mentioning 
t h a t  "Big 6" was t h e r e  and made some remark a s  t o  wha t ' s  going 
on down t h e r e , '  because he  j u s t  neve r  t a l k e d  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q Why would he  say--did you see anyth ing  s t r a n g e
going on down t h e r e ?  

A .  Like  I s a y ,  I s a w  people  k i l l e d  h e r e  and heard  
a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  day,  about  people  g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d  and s o  many people  running and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  W e  
go t  s i x  of them running and w e  k i l l e d  them and, you know, 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

What r a d i o  w a s  t h i s ?  

T h i s  w a s  on t h e  command r a d i o .  The ground t roops--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C h a r l i e  ,-you were moni tor ing  t h a t  FM? 

Always. 

Q* I see, and you were a l s o  t a l k i n g  on t h e  Task Force 
Barker  command n e t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  no ,  I wasn ' t .  W e  were on t h e  f requency t h a t  
t h e  ground t r o o p s  were u s ing ,  t h e  command f r e q .  

Q - ' Thi s  w a s  a p r e t t y  good-size o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  do you 
r e c a l l ?  There  w e r e  two companies be ing  l i f t e d  i n ,  and t h e r e  
was a C&C a i r c r a f t  undoubtedly c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  wh,ole o p e r a t i o n .  
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A. That  would have been b a t t a l i o n - - y e s ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander. 

Q Right ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Do you remember h i s  c a l l  
s i g n ?  

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  I thought  it was Lobo, maybe n o t .  I 
b e l i e v e  f o r  a long  t ime t h e  1/20 was c a l l e d  Lobo, maybe t h a t ' s  
what comes t o  my mind. 

Q C/1/20 was on t h e  ground? 

A. R igh t ,  b u t  t h e y  would have used t h e  b a t t a l i o n  c a l l  
s i g n ,  t h e  company had no c a l l  s i g n .  

Q Okay, a l r i g h ' t ,  Coyote 6 was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  o f  Task 
Force Barker  and was, i n  f a c t ,  Colonel  BARKER, and probably 
t h e  C&C s h i p  above. 

A. A s  I remember, though,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander was 
t h e r e  t h a t  day,  maybe b r i e f l y ,  b u t  he comes t o  my mind. 

- ,  

Q You t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  For  him t o  have been t h e r e  when I 
was t h e r e  would have had t o  be  i n  the morningo 

Q,: I s e e .  

MR WEST: When d id  you p u l l  out? 

A. W e  went t he re - - I  s ay  we w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  over  3 hour s ,  
because a f t e r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , no th ing  happened 
i n  t h e  secand  L Z .  l~%.en the  s e c z n Z  L Z  w a s  wize =pen, zobedy w 2 s  
t h e r e  when w e  p u t  t h e  t r o o p s  i n .  Then I b e l i e v e  w e  probably 
came back o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and a ided  t h e s e  people  some 
more. 

Q The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  that t h e  second LZ was through 
a t  0827 i n  t h e  morning whi le  t h e  f i r s t  LZ r eco rds  i n d i c a t e s  0730. 
We're t a l k i n g  abcut  an hour  between completion and t h e  s t a r t  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  completion of t h e  second u n i t  i n t o  t h e  
second LZ. Do you remember any C&C s h i p  g e t t i n g  involved  w i t h  
t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  of  a couple  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  maybe n o t  by your  
team, b u t  by some o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand  your q u e s t i a n ?  

APP T-172 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you remember any C & C  s h i p  landing  and p icking  
up two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  VC suspects?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You remember hear ing  any conversa t ion  about it a t  
a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Any conversat ion about anybody t a k i n g  h i s  c l o t h e s  
o f f  and s t and ing  t h e r e  s t r i p p e d  t o  t h e  waist? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You don' t remember t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Who was Shark 6 Alpha? 

A. Shark 6 Alpha, t h a t  would have been t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
platoon l e a d e r ,  probably would have been M r .  DOERSAM. 

Q You r e c a l l  h i s  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  and g e t t i n g  
involved i n  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  any way? I 

A. I b e l i e v e  M r .  DOERSAM over  VHF p o s s i b l y  s a i d  some-
t h i n g  t o  me t o  t h e  e f f e c t  l i k e ,  "You know, something going on 
down t h e r e  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  be going on , "  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
o r  a whole l o t  of people be ing  k i l l e d  o r  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. What was your a c t i o n s ?  How d i d  t h i s  s t r i k e  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I more o r  less agreed wi th  him. 

Q a W e l l ,  what d i d  you see  o t h e r  than  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  you desc r ibed  t o  t h e  south? What e l s e  d i d  you see  t o  
support  t h a t  s ta tement? .  

A. W e  s a w  some bodies  i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q The no r thwes t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  and as b e s t  a s  I can remember--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How many bodies?  

A. I donqt have any i d e a .  When y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  you p a s s  
over  two o r  t h r e e ,  it might be s i x ,  I don ' t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  i n  magnitude, 5 ,  o r  a r e  w e  
%a lk ing  50? 

A. Oh, no,  I never  saw 50 bod ie s - - sca t t e r ed  o u t ,  l i k e  
the 5 people  o u t  t h e r e ,  t hey  were s h o t  and t h e y  j u s t  l a i d  where 
they  w e r e .  I saw a whole l o t  o f  bod ie s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a long  h e r e ,  
too .  

Q Along 521. 

A. And g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q 0 .  I g o t  t h o s e  down t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e s e  up h e r e ,  how d i d  
they  g e t  s h o t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any ground troops-- .  
I guess  t h e y  probably  might have a l r e a d y  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  o r  by t h e  t ime  t h a t  we g o t  up, and s t a r t e d  forming recon-
na i s sance  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and nor thwes t  and n o r t h e a s t ,  

Q Could you h e a r  a l o t  o f  s h o o t i n g  go ing  on? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any s h o o t i n g ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  hea r  
s h o o t i n g  cn t he  grccnd f r c n  i n  an a i r c r c f t .  

Q Other  t h a n  t h e  two engagements t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d ,  
sou th  of 521 and e a s t  o f  t h e  LZ ,  ove r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o r  t h e  no r th  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  Sharks  
f i r e d  t h e i r  weapons t h a t  day? 

A. L ike  I s a y ,  I can s e e  t h e  t r a i l  coming from t h i s  way, 
and w e  f i r e d  some--if t h i s  i s  t h e  day I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about ,  t h e r e  
were a whole l o t  o f  peop le ,  e s p e c i a l l y  mi l i t a ry -age  males, a long 
t h e  t r a i l .  Now, t h e  t r a i l  running sou th  does  n o t  r e g i s t e r  w i th  
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t h e  t r a i l  running north-south.  I f  i t ' s  n o t  t h i s  day, then 
i t ' s  a day very s i m i l a r  and i n  a l o c a t i o n  very c l o s e  t o  t h i s  
one t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  took p lace .  We f i r e d  on a l o t. of. 
people i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  .t r y i n g. t o  t u r n  them back. 

Q Poin t ing  t o  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Now, t h i s  may n o t  be t h e  day, I may be fou l ing  you 
a l l  Upr I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You r e c a l l  t h e  Warlords o r  hear ing  conversat ions 
about t h e  Warlords p u t t i n g  people-- their  organic  i n f a n t r y  
i n t o  o r  onto H i l l  85? 

A. Right.  

Q e  
Was t h i s  t h e  same day t h a t  you engaged t h e s e  people ,  

a s  you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  it is .  

Q -. Time-frame w i s e i  wi th r e fe rence  t o  your two i n c i -
den t s ,  when was t h i s ,  t h i s  opera t ion  of t h e  Warlords?. .. 

A. I n  between. 

Q I n  between t h e  two shoot ing  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. Right.  This  would have been towards t h e  end of o u r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  a c t i v i t y .  

Q. Trying t o  t u r n  t h e s e  people a t  t h e  northwest co rne r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  t h i s  was s tandard  procedure,  a s  f a r  as almost 
every opera t ion  t h a t  I eve r  went on--we always repor ted  what we 
saw. We had a l o t  of people moving o u t  t o  t h e  northwest ,  t o  
t h e  n o r t h ,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  and we always passed t h i s  
information on t o  t h e  ground commander. We'd say ,  20 t o  25 
mi l i ta ry-age  males, and more than l i k e l y  they would always t e l l  
us t o  t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  t u r n  back. 

You r e c a l l  l eav ing  your s t a t i o n  and going t o  r e f u e l ?  

A. A t  Dot t ie?  I th ink  we r e f u e l e d  a t  Dot t i e .  W e  prob-
ably  re loaded,  t o o ,  because we d i d  have some 2.75 I s .  
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Q 6 You remember t h e  approximate t ime? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q =  W e l l ,  your  knowledge of  your  a i r c r a f t  and i t s  
p h y s i c a l - t e c h n i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  what t ime would you have had 
t o  go and r e f u e l ?  

A.  Probably immediately a f t e r  t h e  second LZ--the second 
l i f t .  

Q- How much f u e l  d i d  you c a r r y  aboard? 

A. One thousand pounds. 

Q* And t ime? 

A .  An hour  and a ha l f - - I  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q' I t  shou ld  l o g i c a l l y  be somewhere between 90 and 135 
m$nutes, s o  you would have l e f t  s t a t i o n  somewhere a t  0830 o r  
0&45? 

A+,, Right .  

Q e  To go r e f u e l ?  

A% Right .  

6. And a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  happened
between t h e  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  on o r  about  0730 i n  t h e  
morning, and 0845 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  on ly  could have happened t h e n ,  because 
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning t h e r e  j u s t  would n o t  have been t h e  
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was going on o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I mean 
i t ' s - -mos t  a l l  of  t h e  operation--anytime t h e y  went i n t o  an 
area, they  saw t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  coming and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s - -
a whole l o t  of  a c t i v i t y  f o r  maybe an hour  or an hour  and a 
ha l f - -o r  ho ld  o f f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  u n t i l  everybody g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  
a i r  and t h e  ground t r o o p s  f i n i s h e d  what t hey  w e r e  do ing ,  and 
then  back t o  normal. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming a t  
D o t t i e  going back on s t a t i o n ?  
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A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Did you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  we d i d  o r  not .  

Q What t ime would you have normally,  i f  you had l e f t  
t h e  a r e a - - l e t ' s  say 0845 a t  t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  r e f u e l  and rearm a t  
Dot t i e ,  what time could you have been back on s t a t i o n ?  

A. I t  would probably. . would have been about 45 minutes. 

A. Probably s o ,  45 minutes t o  an hour,  because t h a t ' s  
about 12 o r  13  c l i c k s  t h e r e ,  and with t h e  r e f u e l i n g  t ime,  it 
would have probably taken an hour. 

Q - Now, you poin ted  t o  some a r e a s  where you saw some 
dead on t h e  ground, froin 5 2 1  to t h e  riortilwest: corner  0114y Lai 
(4). Did you s e e  at. any t ime, any o t h e r  dead t h a t  you can 
i d e n t i f y  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photo,  any o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  of dead? 

A. No. 

Q You a l s o  mentioned t h a t  you r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h i s  
c a l l  s i g n  from--I th ink  you descr ibed  it as  "Big 6"? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t ransmiss ion?  

A. Not verbatim, no. I t  seems t o  me as  i f  it took 
p lace .  

Q I see, and what? 

A. Something was s a i d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "What t h e  
h e l l  i s  going on down t h e r e ,  " o r  "What t h e  d e v i l  i s  going on, " 
you know, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you hear  any o rde r s  about s t o p  t h e  shoot ing ,  
.knock it o f f ,  o r  q u i t ,  o r  anything l i k e  tha t? ,  
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A. Y e s ,  "What t h e  h e l l ' s  going on ,  what t h e  d e v i l  I s  

going on,  calm down down t h e r e , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r a n g e
a f t e r  what you had seen?  

A.  W e l l ,  y e s ,  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h e  
conve r sa t ion  t h a t  went on wi th  m e  and my crew--that  i t  had 
g o t t e n  o u t  o f  hand a l i t t l e  b i t  a s  t o  what we had seen  from 
t h e  a i r  on t h e  ground,  b u t  a g a i n ,  maybe we d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  
much. I s a w  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  h e r e ,  because it happened r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  and I w a s  watching t h e  whole t i m e ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I had 
t o  look a t .  The o t h e r  t imes  w e  were o u t s i d e  of  t h e  p e r i -
meter ,  maybe checking o u t  people  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  s o  we 
probably s a w - - I  know t h a t  we s a w  some b o d i e s ,  now t h e  a c t u a l  
l o c a t i o n s ,  I cannot  p i n p o i n t  them f o r  you. I t  seems t h e r e  w a s  
some i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  wes t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  when 
w e  were f l y i n g  over  it I r e a l l y  had no i d e a  o f  where I was a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  you know. 

Q - Did you see any groups,  any l a r g e  groups? 

A. I saw no l a r g e  groups of bod ie s ,  no,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  from 
anyone, e i t h e r  from your  team o r  o v e r  t h e  n e t  which you were 
moni tor ing ,  which s t r u c k  you a s  p e c u l i a r  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  o r  
t h a t .  you can r e c a l l  a t  a l l ?  

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember, it seems l i k e  i t ' s  t h e r e ,  
b u t  as f a r  as--maybe i t ' s  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  t h a t ' s  g o t  
m e  screwed up, I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I h a t e  t o  s a y ,  "Yes," and 
then  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  t e l l  you what t hey  were. But I do r e m e m -
b e r  t h e r e  w a s  an  awful l o t  happening on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  day,  
much m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l ,  i f  you know what I mean. Most o f  t h e  
t i m e - - I  mean Fox-Mike would be q u i e t  most of  t h e ' t i m e ,  because 
t h e  e lements  would be  going about  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  and working 
and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  Most of  t h e  t i m e  t h e  on ly  conve r sa t ions  
from Fox-Mike was from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t o  Cha r l i e -
C h a r l i e  t o  t h e  company commander. Today, l i k e  I s a i d ,  w e  had 
s o  many people  on t h e  n e t ,  t h e  Warlords were do ing  an awful 
lo t  of  t a l k i n g ,  t hey  had some a c t i v i t y  down i n  t h i s  area, t hey  
were conduc t ing  some k i n d  o f  an o p e r a t i o n .  
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Q The r eco rd  s u p p o r t s ,  M r .  MCCRARY, what you 've  i n c i -
c a t e d  and t i m e - w i s e ,  by t h a t  your  engagement o f  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h e  r eco rds  show t h a t  t h i s  occu r red ,  indeed ,  
on o r  about  0740 hours  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. R igh t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 

Q Between t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and t h e  L Z , - and t h e  second 
l i f t  and t h e  f i r s t  LZ.  I n  time-wise it a l l  seems t o  f i t  i n  as 
f a r ,  as  t h e  l i f t  and H i l l  85 ,  by t h e  Warlords a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  
discovering--you r e c a l l  what t hey  d i scovered?  

A. I t  was a bunker with--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What about  two mor t a r  t ubes?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- 60rnm mor ta r  rounds,  then?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Twenty? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Is t h a t  what it was? 

A. Yes, mor ta r  t u b e s ,  r i g h t ,  s a i d  t hey  s p o t t e d  them on 
a h i l l .  . .. 

Q You r e c a l l  watching o r  s e e i n g  t h e i r  s h i p s  go i n  t h e r e ?  

No. The aero-scouts?  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them l and .  

Q- You r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any more f i r i n g  pas ses  be ing  made 
by t h e  Warlords ,  o t h e r  t han  t h e  ones  you d e s c r i b e d  on o r  about  
0740 hour s ,  when you were down on Highway 521? 

A. I remember when w e  were going .ahead  wi th  ou r  recon-
n a i s s a n c e  . obse rva t ion .  There w a s  a c t i v i t y  down t h e r e  a lmost  a l l  
of.. . t h e  t ime ,  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You're p o i n t i n g  t o  H i l l  85 and t o  t h e  e a s t ?  
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A. R igh t ,  t o  me t h a t ' s  t h e  only  p l a c e  t h a t  I remember 
s e e i n g  t h e  Warlords,  b u t  I remember s e e i n g  them f i r e  r o c k e t s ,  
machineguns, and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  You a r e  e x a c t l y  r i g h t  about  
t h e  mortar  t u b e s ,  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what it was, I remember t h a t  
because they  were awful ly  e x c i t e d  about it. But t hen  l a t e r  on ,  
t hey  seemed l i k e  t h e y  were engaged i n  f i r i n g  a t  people  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  know., b u t  I remember t hey  were con-
s t a n t l y  making gunruns and s h o o t i n g  a t  t h i n g s  down i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q I s e e .  Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  between your a i r c r a f t  
and w i t h i n  your  crew on t h e  in te rcom n e t ,  I assume. You s a i d  
t h e r e  was a l o t  of conve r sa t ion  concerning what w a s  going on 
on t h e  ground a s  f a r  as your  crew and your o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  crew, 
r e l a t i v e  t o  what w a s  r i g h t  o r  wrong. Do you r e c a l l  any of  
t h e s e ?  Any of t h e  sum subs tance  o f  any of  t h e s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ?  

A. I remember h e a r i n g  when t h e  comment was made, "Oh, 
my God, t h e  guy j u s t  s h o t  a woman," I remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
and a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  were t a l k i n g ,  "What t h e  h e l l  d i d  t h o s e  guys,  
you know, k i l l  o f f  t h o s e  people  f o r . "  And t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
and I might add ,  w e  con t inued  t o  t a l k  about it l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
day. I may g e t  o u t  of  sequence,  because e v i d e n t l y  we went no r th  
f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  day,  we d i d  n o t  g e t  a l l  o f  o u r  f l y i n g  
t i m e  here .  

Q I see. 

A. The whole b a t t a l i o n  was low on qunships  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
s o  f r e q u e n t l y  w e  had t o  send gunships  up t o  LZ ~ a l d ~ ,suppor t ing  
t h e  198th .  Up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and we d i d  q u i t e  a l o t  of f l y i n g ,  
and I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  where i t  was. But I remember coming 
back a t  t h e  end of t h e  day,  about  1800 o r  1900 i n  t h e  evening ,  
and coming back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q From Chu L a i ,  where Baldy i s ?  

A. You know--Baldy i s  n o r t h  of  Chu L a i ,  b u t  anyway, w e  
were coming back from t h a t  a r e a ,  and l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  and 
hea r ing  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade had 
k i l l e d ,  I t h i n k  t h e  f i g u r e  was 109. The r e p o r t  ove r  t h e  radio--
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  comes t o  my mind. 

Q What r a d i o  was t h i s ,  your FM? 

A. Righ t ,  no,  no,  no UHF. 
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Q *  UHF? 

A. Right .  

Q- You' re t a l k i n g  about  your  low frequency r a d i o ,  now, 
AFN on your  low f r e q ,  ADF r a d i o ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  I f o r g o t ,  you a r e  r i g h t ,  ADF. 

Q. So you would l i s t e n  t o  AFN on your  low frequency 
r a d i o ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q * - And you hea rd  t h e  r e p o r t  on AFN? 

A. R igh t ,  tha- t  n i g h t ,  i t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  L i g h t  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade had engaged and k i l l e d  109 V i e t  Cong i n  an 
o p e r a t i o n .  Tha t  j u s t  s t r u c k  me--I j u s t  cou ld  n o t  b e l i e v e  it ,  
b u t  I remember some conversation golng on around t h e  crew 
about ,  i f  t hey  k i l l e d  109 people  they  would have had t o  k i l l  
everybody t h e r e ,  and I remember t h a t  t h a t  day. 

Q Eow many people  do you t h i n k  t h a t  you saw dead 
t h a t  Cay? 

A .  About 30, 4 0 ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  anybody I would have 
seen  k i l l e d  would have been e a r l y  i n  t h e  day b e f o r e  any t y p e  
of  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o r  g a t h e r i n g  up could  have been done. People  
I would have seen  would have been people  on t r a i l s ,  i n  r i c e  
padd ie s ,  moving o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  The 
a c t u a l  t h i n g  t h a t  happened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I r e a l l y  wasn 't 
concerned w i t h ,  because we had t r o o p s  t h e r e ,  you s e e ,  and 
my job was t o  l e t  them know what was happening on t h e  p e r i -
me te r s ,  who was g e t t i n g  away, and what was happening on t h e  
o u t s i d e ,  because ,  I mean, t h e y  were i n  t h e  a r e a  themselves .  

Q Did you have t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were do ing  
a l o t  o f  engaging over  t h e r e ,  e a s t  o f  85?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n s ,  o r  d i d  you s e e  any-
t h i n g  abou t  t h e  ground u n i t s  t h a t  were i n s e r t e d  ove r  t h e r e ,  
i n  any o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ?  
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A. No, I d i d  n o t ,  because l i k e  I s a y ,  a s  soon a s  w e  g o t  
through h e r e  w e  moved o u t ,  because they  were want ing t h a t  area 
f o r  themselves .  I mean they  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  yo on t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  of t e n .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  where t h e  LZ was f o r  t h i s  second 
i n s e r t i o n ,  second LZ? 

A .  I t  was e a s t  of  H i l l  85. 

Q And sou th  o f  521, then?  

A. Righ t ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I remember w a s  an 
o l d  b e a t  up a r e a ,  I mean r e a l l y  bad shape.  There w e r e n ' t  any 
hootches  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  I t  was i n  an open a r e a  w i t h  a l o t  o f  
hedgerows. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  a 
go-around of  t h e  s l i c k s .  \ h a t  made you t h i n k ,  o r  what made you 
remember t .ha t  ep i sode?  

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  happen--I mean I c a n ' t - - I  can remember 
a n o t h e r  one ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  , a r t i l l e r y ' s  f a u l t  t h a t  t i m e ,  3 
b u t  I can o n l y  remember two go-arounds t h e  whole y e a r  i n  V i e t - 0 
nam, i t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  occur  t h a t  o f t e n .  m 

Q Did t h e  thought  s t r i k e  you about  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  Cn 
between t h e  s l i c k s  and t h e  Warlords ove r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  about  
t h e  second LZ? Were t h e  Warlords o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  prox imi ty  
of  t h a t  LZ? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  were working e a s t  of  t h e  h i l l .  

Q And .the Sharks  d i d n ' t  g o  over  and supnres s  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  t hen ,  i n  suppor t  of t h a t  l i f t ?  

A.  Negat ive ,  w e l l ,  w a i t  a minute,  I d o n ' t  want t o  s ay  
something I d o n ' t  want--by g o l l y ,  w e  might have,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember it. 

Q.  Weil,  .tile reason I asked t h a t ,  .is because  l i t  would 
seem t o  me t h a t ,  and l o g i c a l l y ,  t h a t  i f  you d i d  go over  ' t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  would have beer1 a d d i t i o n a l  confusion w i t h  t h e  War-
l o r d s ,  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  you ove r  
i n t o  t h e i r - -
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember he lp ing  them 
out .  I d o n ' t  know i f  we d id .  

Q So your s l i c k s  would have gone i n  without  your
organic  gunship suppor t ,  t o  t h a t  LZ? 

A. I th ink  we picked them up west and came around 
and went i n t o  t h e  LZ with them. 

Q. Well, i f  you remember t h e  go-around, then you too  
would have had t o  e s c o r t  them on t h e  go-around. Do you remem-
b e r  f l y i n g  t h e  go-around with them? 

A. Yes, I th ink  I do, because I can remember going, I 
can remember making observat ions  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  t roops  
were on t h e  ground. 

What k ind  of  an observat ion?Q. 

A. Normal reconnaissance o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  t roops  
t o  s e e  what was happening. Was anybody down t h e r e ?  

Q And then  you proceeded back over  here  i n t o  t h e  My 
Lai  a rea?  

A. Right ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was nothing i n  t h e  a r e a  
over  t h e r e .  I t  was a wide open a r e a ,  and t h e r e  weren ' t  t o o  
many people over t h e r e ,  s o  t o  speak. We might have checked 
o u t  one o r  two t h i n g s  on t h e  t r a i l  maybe e a s t  o r  something, 
b u t  we d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything over  here .  

Q - Can you p o i n t  ou t  on t h e  1:50,000 map, o r  I can g e t  
you a 1:25,000 map, Pictomap. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  those? 

A.  No, I b e t t e r  use t h i s  one. 

Q Do you know where t h e  LZ was o r  i s ,  f o r  t h a t  second 
i n s e r t i o n ?  

A .  General ly  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Could you give me a g r i d  coordina te  i f  you can? 
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Q 7378, i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  which i s  j u s t  t o  t h e  
sou th  of  P i n k v i l l e  about 1 c l i c k ,  and t h e n  t h e  Warlords t h a t  
you r e c a l l  on t h i s  go-around, do you r e c a l l  i n  which d i r e c t i o n  
t h e  s h i p s  were l and ing  i n t o  t h e  LZ? 

A .  To t h e  n o r t h .  

Q They w e r e  l and ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h e y  made t h e i r  
go-around i n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  This  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - Turning t o  t h e  e a s t  and came o u t  over  t h e  c o a s t ?  

A .  Right .  

Q Where were t h e  Warlords a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q And when you reconned t h a t  area t h e n ,  immediately
a f t e r  t h e  second touchdown i n t o  t h i s  second LZ,  you were recon-
n ing  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  LZ? 

A. P r i m a r i l y ,  ye s .  

Q Because wes t  of  t h e r e  w e  w e r e  t h e n  g e t t i n g  o v e r  t o  
t h e  Warlords '  area. 

A. R igh t ,  p l u s  t h e  t r o o p s  were coming i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  
anyway and t h e  Warlords had been working l i k e  I s a y .  

Q* H i l l  85 j u s t  t o  t h e  west  of  t h e  second LZ? . 
A.  Right .  

Q I s e e .  What do you r e c a l l  about your  on s t a t i o n  
t ime on t h e  morning of  1 6  March t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed?  What 
o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  t r ansmis s ions  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g , e l s e .  
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Q .  When you g o t  back down t o  Duc Pho t h a t  evening 
was any th ing  s a i d  t o  you o r  t o  your  people  t h a t  you a r e  a-
ware o f ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day,  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and what 
you had seen  o r  what you had heard?  

A. No. 

Q* Did you h e a r  anyth ing  more about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,
d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anyone? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i t  was around t h e  company. Maybe f o r  
a day o r  two we t a l k e d  about  it, and probably t h e  s l i c k  d r i v e r s - -
we probably  t a l k e d  about  it with- them, b u t  it was f o r g o t t e n  
f a i r l y  q u i c k l y  as f a r  a s  I can remember and n o t h i n g  e v e r  b i g  
was s a i d  about  it o r  mentioned. 

Q Did you t a l k  about  t h e  Warlords and about  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  and about  t h e  way they  conducted t h e i r  p a r t  of  t h e  
miss ion? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d ,  probably s a i d  t hey  done it a l l  
wrong, because t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  s t a n d a r d  procedure  f o r  u s ,  because 
we d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e  f o r  t h e  way t h e  Warlords r an  t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .  

Q - Why? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  me and probably  t o  everybody they  don ' t 
t h i n k  anybody i s  a s  good as they  a r e - - t h a t ' s  what t h e y ' r e  do-
i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  w e  mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  were making 
t h e i r  gunruns towards us  and s h o o t i n g  r o c k e t s  n o t  t o o  f a r  away 
from us, and I d o n ' t  know--might have s a i d  something about  
k i l l i n g  t h e  people ,  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q. . You r e c a l l  e v e r  d i s c u s s i n g  a t  any t i m e  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were d i s -
c r i m i n a t e  i n  t h e  u se  of  t h e i r  f i repower  o r  were t h e y  i n d i s -
c r imina t e?  

A. I n d i s c r i m i n a t e .  

Q. Would you d e s c r i b e  what you mean by t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  o u r  f e e l i n g s  and mine tha t - -we l l ,  you 
would have t o  know something about  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  1 6 1 s t ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what t hey  were b e f o r e  t hey  became a t t a c h e d  t o  
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t h e  Anerical D iv i s ion .  They w e r e  an admin company. They 
had--they-might even had C h a r l i e  models--they had a l l  B 
model a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  o l d  M-60's mounted on t h e  s i d e .  They 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  e v e r  conduct  many o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  sc rambles ,  o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  and then  we made aero-scouts  o u t  of  them. 
That  j u s t  seemed t o  change t h e  whole ou t look  and , they r e a l l y  
thought  t h e y  shou ld  k i l l  a whole l o t  o f  people .  

Q - T h i s  was t h e  rumor t h a t  you heard?  

A. Right .  

Q - Did you see them? Did you work w i t h  them i n  many
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, n o t  many, because when w e  w e r e  working--well,  
I t a k e  t h a t  back,  because  they  always made them independent ,  
because t h e y  were aero-scouts .  They would come i n  on an oper-
a t i o n  maybe a f t e r  t h e  ground t r o o p s  were a l r e a d y  p u t  i n  and 
then  conduct t h e i r  reconna issance  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I n  
f a c t  an o p e r a t i o n  occu r red ,  j u s t  something t h a t  p o i n t s  o u t  
what we thought  about  them. Right  a f t e r  t h i s  l i k e  about  a 
week, t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  conducted wes t  of  Highway 1, 
where a Warlord H-13, which i s  what t hey  t r i e d  t o  use  a s  a 
LOH was s h o t  down and t h r e e  of  t h e  people  were k i l l e d  by a 
known .50 c a l i b e r  pos i t i on - - they  f lew r i g h t  up t o  it. I mean 
t h i s  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  we thought  about  t h e  Warlords.  ' 

They were probably j u s t  a s  good as we were. 

Q When you s a y  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  t h e  t hough t  comes t o  
mind about  t h e  employment of  f i r epower  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
gunsh ips ,  which by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it has  a tre-
mendous amount of  f i repower  and acknowledged t h a t  t h e  accur-
acy o f  a good b i t  c f  t h i s  f i repower  i s  n o t  a s  more an a e r i a l  
type  of f i r epower  a s  opposed t o  p o i n t  t a r g e t s ,  because of t h e  
d i s p e r s i o n  a r e a  and t h e  speed i n  which you engaged them. When 
you say  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  t h e  thought  comes t o  mind t h a t  employ-
ment of t h e  f i repower  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  a s  it shou ld  b e ,  
i s  t h i s  what you mean? 

A. R igh t ,  an aero-scout  team--those a r e  good weapons 
o r  however you want t o  p u t  it, b u t  I t h i n k  you need t o  be  
t r a i n e d  t o  do t h i s .  And a l l  of a sudden they  came i n  and 
made t h e s e  guys--they s a i d ,  "Your ' re now an aero-scout  p l a t o o n ,  
y o u ' r e  going t o  perform--go i n t o  a l l  t h e s e  f r e e - f i r e  zones 
and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  I t h i n k  it j u s t  g o t  away from them a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  
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Q. 	 Did you have many people  wh i l e  you w e r e  Shark 6? 
id you have many of  your  crew o r  people  s h o t  by h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. 	 About 4 days  o e f o r e ,  o u t  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  a guy t h a t  took my p l a c e  g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  s i d e .  I ' d  
say  no, n o t  many. 

Q- How about  a crew c h i e f ?  You r e c a l l  a crew c h i e f  
from t h e  Sharks  be ing  s h o t  i n  t h e  J anua ry ,  February t ime frame, 
o r  a gunner? 

A. Tha t '  s when I was t h e r e .  

Q- Yes? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- You r e c a l l  any accusa t ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  Sharks from 
w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  o r  o u t  of  t h e  u n i t  concerning t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
u se  of your  f i repower?  

A. Negative.  

Q- Was it e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  wi th  you by any o f  t h e  com-
manders? 

A. No, s i r ,  it w a s  n o t ,  n o t  w h i l e  I was i n  charge.  
L a t e r  on,  b e f o r e  I came home they  had a  b i g  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
happened. 

Q. When were you i n  charge o f  t h e  Sharks?  What were 
t h e  i n c l u s i v e  t i m e  frame? 

A. From about  February 6  through May. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You do  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone from t h e  company, t h e  
company commander, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  t o  you about  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  use  o f  f i r e -
power, o r  warning you concern ing  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A. No; I d o n ' t .  
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Capta in  SCHCOLFIELD e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. Cap ta in  SCHOOLFIELD, he was an infantryman.  H e  
was t h e  b r i g a d e  S 3 .  

Q How about  t h e  f l i g h t  surgeon? 

A. L e t  me t h i n k .  

Q You r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  which may have been d i scussed  
wi th  you i n v o l v i n g  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD? 

A. Now t h a t  you a r e  reminding m e  I can remember Capta in  
SCHOOLFIELD. W e  c a l l  him Doc, b u t  when you say  c a p t a i n  I d i d n ' t  
recognize  him. Yes, I d o n ' t  remember t h e  day o r  what had hap-
pened, b u t  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD l i k e d  t o  f l y  gunner.  Maybe t h i s  
ought t o  be o f f  t h e  record--probably a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s ,  b u t  he  
d i d  on occas ion  f l y  doorgunner. 

Q - For  t h e  Sharks  o r  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. For  t h e  s l i c k s  and f l a r e  s h i p s  and t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  
When you s a i d  something--you s a i d  t h a t  I can remember some-
th ing .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  conve r sa t ion  o f  what he s a i d ,  
b u t  I remember d i s c u s s i n g  o u r  employment of  gunships  one t i m e  
o r  ano ther .  

Q Would you t e l l  us about what caused t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
wi th  t h e  d o c t o r  and t h e  f l i g h t  surgeon concerning--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L ike  I s a y ,  I c a n '  t remember. 

Q. Did it have any th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  employment o f  
t h e  sha rks  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

Q - No, a v i l l a g e ,  any v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir ,  can you r e f r e s h  my memory 
i f  t h a t  would be  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  somebody else s a i d  something--

a =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  no, it seems t o  have been an, 
i n c i d e n t  concerning t h e  Sharks  going o u t  and--go ahead? 
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A.  T h i s  might have been a t i m e - - I  remember an i n -  
c i d e n t  now, t h i s  might have been t h e  one t h a t  h e  was t a l k i n g  
about .  They were f l y i n g  a sp ray  mission--the company--the 
s l i c k s .  They had t h e s e  t h i n g s  once a month o r  something 

, l i k e  t h i s .  	 They'd l o a d  a l l  t h i s  e l a b o r a t e  machinery up on 
a s l i c k  and go o u t  and sp ray  a l l  t h e  L Z ' s  and t h i n g s ,  mos-
q u i t o  s p r a y  o r  something,  I d o n ' t  know. Anyway, t h i s  one 
t ime they  were s p r a y i n g  j u s t  sou th  o f  Duc Pho and t h e  guy 
t h a t  was running  t h e  machine g o t  s h o t  r i g h t  between t h e  eyes  
and I t h i n k  t h a t  I--

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The guy t h a t  g o t  s h o t  between t h e  
eyes  w a s  he  a Shark? 

A.  No, he  was n o t .  H e  w a s  a chemical  NCO o r  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  was running t h e  machine o u t  o f  t h e  s l i ck - - they  
had t o  f l y  a r e a l  low l e v e l  and sp ray  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  H e  g o t  
s h o t  and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  gunships  made a couple  of  gunruns 
and t o r e  up a few hootches  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  and they  
might have k i l l e d  some peop le ,  I d o n ' t  renember. Now t h i s  
might have been when Doc t a l k e d  t o  me about  i t ,  b u t  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y  I t h i n k  Doc t a l k e d  t o  m e  about  something 
t h a t  had happened when I was n o t  t h e r e .  I mean t h i s  happened-- 
w e  u s u a l l y  f lew pr imary one day,  secondary t h e  nex t  and--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What were t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement 
, f o r  t h e  Sharks ,  when you employed them on 16 March? 

A. The r u l e s  o f  engagement t h a t  day was t h e  ground 
cornman de r--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Gave permiss ion  f o r  you t o  f i r e ?  

A. That  's  t h e  on ly  way w e  e v e r  worked on CA'  s . We 
r e p o r t e d  what w e  s a w  t o  t h e  ground commander and then-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  t h e  ground commander on 
t h e  ground o r  t h e  ground commander i n  t h e  C & C  s h i p ?  

A. No, on t h e  ground. 

Q- On t h e  ground? 

A. Well,  sometimes when t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander would 
g e t .  involved  and he  could s e e  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  why he used t o  
pas s  on i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  u s  a l s o .  
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Q You recall g e t t i n g  permiss ion  t o  engage t h e  i n -
d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  two i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  you r e l a t e d  h e r e ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  g e t  permiss ion  f o r  t hose .  

Q. .You j u s t  engaged? 

4. Y e s ,  I d i d .  A s  w e l l  as I can remember I d i d .  

Q- Why? 

A. I guess  t h e  t i m e  e lement  involved  i n  be ing  a b l e  
t o  a c t u a l l y  p i n p o i n t  them as be ing  t h e  enemy. 

Q Because o f  t h e  way t h a t  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The weapons and t h e  web g e a r  and 
t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .  

Q. To t h e  b e s t  o f  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e n ,  you o n l y  
r e c a l l  k i l l i n g  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  day w i t h  t h e  Sharks?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  
my mind, because t h i s  is what made it s o  d i f f e r e n t  from 
every  o t h e r  day. 

Q Was t h e  gun p rep ,  suppres s ion  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  
LZ, was t h a t  a planned arrangement u s u a l l y ?  

A. Always, yes .  

Q. What about  t h e  planned prep  f o r  t h i s  LZ,  you re-
c a l l  any th ing  about  p l ann ing  t h e  p rep  f o r  t h i s  LZ? 

A. a No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  a s  Shark 6 ,  Shark 
l e a d  a s  you w e r e  on 16 March, your  second s h i p ,  t r a i l  s h i p  
of  t h e  f i r e  team t a k i n g  ove r  as l e a d  a t  any t i m e  and en-
gaging a  t a r g e t  i n  which you perhaps  t h e n  f e l l  i n  on t h e  
t a i l  and made a gunrun--rocket run?  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t ,  I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r o c k e t  run  o r  gunrun o f  any k ind?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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Q You r e c a l l  t h e  ground t r o o p s  a r r i v i n g  a t  e i t h e r  
one o f  t h e  two i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  t h e r e ,  t a k i n g  
up t h e  web g e a r  and ho ld ing  it up over  t h e i r  heads  s o  
you' could s e e  i t ?  

A. T h i s  one h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Tha t  was t h e r e ?Q 

A. Right .  

Q The one t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  one where t hey  h e l d  t h e  g e a r  up? 

A. R igh t ,  because l i k e  I - -we  neve r  found i t .  
. . . . 

. . 

Q You r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  a s  t o  show e x a c t l y  what t h e y  had g o t  o r  what 
t hey  had on them. 

Q Who t u r n e d  i n  t h e  body count  t h a t  you would 
claim from t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Would you do t h a t ? '  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I would, yes .  

Q To whom? 

A. To t h e  S3. 

Q The S3 of--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My company. 

Q Was? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  PETERS. 

Q L i e u t e n a n t  PETERS, okay. You would do a t  t h e  con-
c l u s i o n  of  t h e  day? 

A .  . Right .  

Q. ,You r e c a l l  t u r n i n g  i n  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q You r e c a l l  your  second s h i p  making any qunruns 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  p e r i m e t e r  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p e r i m e t e r  
p roper?  

A .  I c a n ' t .  

Q You've i n d i c a t e d  ear l ier  s i r ,  t h a t  you recal l  
M r .  MESSINGER be ing  wi th  you, q u i t e  w e l l .  You r e c a l l '  
why o r  what causes  you t o  remember t h i s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
s e t t l i n g - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  I s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g .  

& M r .  MESSINGER w a s  new a t  t h i s  t i m e  I--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  new a t  t h e  gun, r i g h t .  
H e  had j u s t  came o v e r  from t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q S l i c k s ,  ye s .  Had you flown wi th  him be fo re?  

A. I '  f lew w i t h  him s e v e r a l  t imes when I f i r s t  
came i n  count ry .  H e  had been t h e r e  l onge r  t h a n  I had.  

Q Did he engage w i t h  h i s  ordnance? 

A. On t h i s  day? I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he d i d .  H e  w a s  
f l y i n g  t h e  miniguns .... 

(General  PEERS e n t e r e d  t h e  room.) 

Q He seems t o  r e c a l l  engaging and making h i s  f i r s t  
k i l l  on t h e  morning o f  16 March. 

A. M r .  MESSINGER? 

Q Right .  H e  r e c a l l e d  making a gunrun from sou th  
t o  n o r t h  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  l i m i t s  of  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e i n g  sprawled f a c e  down on 
t h e  t r a i l  a f t e r  t h e  gunrun and b e f o r e  t h e  con f i rma t ion  
o f  t h i s  k i l l .  When t h e  ground t r o o p s  g o t  t h e r e  t h e y  re-
p o r t e d  no body and i n  a  subsequent  p a s s ,  by your  s h i p ,  
no body w a s  seen  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  does t h a t  r e f r e s h  
your  memory,?. 

I0: You r e c a l l  when t h e  i n s e r t i o n  w a s  made g e n e r a l l y  
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i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  and t h e  a c t i o n  of  t h e  gunships  
suppor t ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  w e '  ve d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  and I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  we on ly  had two gunships  s i r ,  t h a t  day, because t h e  
Warlords w e r e  supposed t o  h e l p  u s .  They were l a t e  coming 
from Chu L a i  , t h e r e f o r e  w e  had one s h i p  on each s i d e  of 
t h e  s l i c k s  as they  went i n ,  and a s  I remember n o t h i n g  
e v e n t f u l  happened on t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  t h e  t r o o p s ,  i n  o t h e r  
words, a c o l d  LZ. 

Q You j u s t  gave normal s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e  I t a k e  i t ?  

Y e s ,. . sir ,. - a long  t h e  tree l i n e s  and t h e  hedgerows. 

Q. Now t h e  Warlords and t h e i r  ae ro-scout  teams,  
they  were working t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  sou th  o f  Highway 521? 

A. When they  came, yes ,  s i r .  

- Q. W e l l ,  t h e y  were on s t a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  b e f o r e  you 
were, b u t  t hey  were sou th .  They w e r e  c l e a r  down t o  t h e  
r i v e r  and then  subsequent ly  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  t hey  
were probably  o u t s i d e  of you because of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
H i l l  85. But you remember t h e  t i m e  i n  h e r e ,  when a long  
about 0815 i n  t h e  morning, about  a h a l f  an hour  a f t e r  t h e  

a i n s e r t i o n  h e r e  o r  maybe even j u s t  a few minutes  a f t e r  t h e  
i n s e r t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  s l i c k s  w e r e  go ing  back t o  p i c k  up 
Bravo Company, where you and t h e  Warlords w e r e  f l y i n g  t h e  
same g e n e r a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  My La i?  

.A Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you see them break  o f f  and move t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. A s  I remembered it s i r ,  I t o l d  Colonel  PATTERSON 
t h a t  w e  had t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  and we had him s p o t t e d ,  o r  
t r apped ,  o r  whatever.  W e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  ground t roops  
and g e n e r a l l y  t h e  Warlords were o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
I t o l d  him, I remember some conve r sa t ion  back and f o r t h  
about them s a y i n g ,  "Well,  w e ' r e  supposed t o  be sou th  of t h e  
road" ,  and my r e p l y i n g ,  " I  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' v e  g o t  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  cornered  h e r e  and I want t o  w a i t  f o r  some h e l p . "  

Q Did you have one o f  your  gunships  hover  down i n  
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t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  r i g h t  a long  t h a t  tree l i n e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was me, hover ing  r i g h t  i n  there - -
I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  hover ing ,  I was c i r c l i n g  probably 
q u i t e  low, but--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  subsequent  t o  t h a t  t ime now, 
you remember t h e  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  you and t h e  Warlords were 
f l y i n g  t h e y  w e r e  somewhat c o n f l i c t i n g ,  s o  t h e  Warlords moved 
o f f  and moved down s o u t h  of  H i l l  85--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  U n t i l  w e  g o t  through h e r e .  

Q Did you make any runs  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  p a t t e r n
around t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  back up t h e  road i n  t h i s  
manner? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no,  s ir .  

Q Where were t h e y  making t h e i r  runs  and what w e r e  
they s h o o t i n g  a t ?  

A. They had s p o t t e d  some mor ta rs  o r  something,  and 
they--on t h e  e a s t  end of  H i l l  85--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R igh t  i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
That i s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of H i l l  85 you s e e ,  on t h i s  
photo ( E x h i b i t  P-176) , h e r e  i s  My L a i  and y o u ' r e  s e e i n g  
about t h a t  much of  t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85. 

A. Right .  W e l l ,  t h ey  were g e n e r a l l y  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  o r  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  

Q You remember any one of  your  miniguns running 
w i l d  and s h o o t i n g  up and down t h a t  road? 

A. No, I do n o t .  You mean i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g .  
on t h e  a e r i a l  photo)  ? 

Q Y e s ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  

A. Here? 

Q Y e s .  
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A. No, I can remember making no gunruns,  a c t u a l  
gunruns,  excep t  f o r  t h e  prep .  I remember engaging t h e  
people ,  b u t  t hey  were n o t  gunruns,  because w e  engaged them 
w i t h  ou r  doorgunners ,  t h e  people  h e r e ,  t h i s  pe r scn  he re .  

Q You see any bod ie s  on t h a t  road? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q How many d i d  you s e e ?  

A .  Half dozen o r  a dozen s c a t t e r e d  o u t .  I mean 
they  w e r e n ' t  i n  one l o c a t i o n  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q How do you suppose t h o s e  g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I t o l d  Colonel  PATTERSON and t o  t h e  b e s t  
o f  my knowledge I saw t h e  ground t r o o p s  k i l l  some people  
when they  w e r e  coming towards t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t o  check o u t  

' t h e  pe r sonne l .  I remember none of  my--I'm n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  
it d i d  n o t  happen, because I j u s t  cannot  remember, b u t  I 
cannot  remember us engaging o r  k i l l i n g  anyone, because we 
were j u s t  so--I remember I was s o  concerned w i t h  t h i s  one 
person w i t h  t h e  weapon and t h a t  w e  d i d  have him t r a p p e d ,  
o r  w e  thought  w e  had him t r apped .  W e  knew t h a t  he  w a s  
t h e  enemy and t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  it e v e r  happened 
t o  m e  where I had been s o  c l o s e  t o  one t h a t  w a s  c a r r y i n g  a 
gun and eve ry th ing .  But I remember making no gunruns o r  
k i l l i n g  anybody e l s e  on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  e x a c t l y  c l e a r ,  t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  
good-size road--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  road--wide t r a i l .  

Q You e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k i n g  i n  your  company o r  
i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  back t h e r e  o r  back a t  Duc Pho? 

A .  I j u s t  t o l d  Colonel  PATTERSON, as I can remember, 
t h e r e  was some conve r sa t ion  t h a t  day i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and 
p o s s i b l y  between M r .  DOERSAN and myself about  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
on t h e  ground. Also l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day I s t a t e d  t h a t  we 
heard  on Armed Forces  Radio t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had en-
gaged and k i l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  t hey  gave w a s  
109 V i e t  Cong i n  an o p e r a t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang Ngai. 
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I remember d i s c u s s i n g  it a t  t h a t  t ime ,  how u n b e l i e v a b l e ' t h a t  
r e a l l y  was t h a t  t h a t  many people  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  loca-
t i o n .  Then I can remember no s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion  a f t e r  
we g o t  back t o  t h e  company i n  t h e  n e x t  couple  of  days about  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t h e r e  was some sma l l  t a lk - -
w e  d i d  d i s c u s s  it a g a i n ,  b u t  I cannot  remember anyth ing  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  have more t h a n  a few i n d i c a t i o n s  from 
some people  i n  t h e  u n i t  and people  o u t  of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  
was more t h a n  a l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  going on i n  t h e  b a r s  and 
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  c l u b  you had t h e r e ,  about t h i s  whole s i t u a -
t i o n ?  

A. L ike  I say  t h e r e  p o s s i b l y  could have been,  sir. 
I could have missed o u t  on it o r  e l s e  I might even have 
par taken  i n  i t  and conversed myself ,  b u t  s m a l l  t a l k  I j u s t  
don ' t remernber . 
Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h i s  company wi th  t h e  
Sharks and w i t h  t h e  ~ o l p h i n s ?  

A. I w a s  t h e r e  f o r  a yea r .  

Q A f t e r  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Oh, I l e f t  i n  September. 

Q September? 

A. S i x  months. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  And d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime your  
u n i t  commander was Major GIBSON, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Who was your  immediate commander i n  charge o f  
your gun p l a toon?  

A. I w a s .  

Q You w e r e  t h e  gun p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. U n t i l  May. 
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a .  U n t i l  May? 

A. And then  I became t h e  S3. 

Q You became t h e  S3? What was your  rank a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. I w a s  a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  up u n t i l  t h e  1st of 
A p r i l  and then  I made c a p t a i n  i n  A p r i l , .  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Now, d i d  Major GIBSON e v e r  come t o  you and ask 
you t o  t e l l  him what happened and what t h e  gunships  d i d  
down t h e r e  t h a t  day? Did he  come t o  you and go t o  t h e  
o the r s - - to  t h e  command p i l o t  of  t h e  o t h e r  gunsh ip  and g e t  
a r e p o r t  from you on s p e c i f i c a l l y  what happened t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember.A. . . 

Q W e l l ,  i f  he  had asked you you would probably 
remember it wouldn ' t  you? 

I t  seems t o  me as i f  I would have,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  asked t o  p u t  any th ing  down i n  
w r i t i n g ?  

A. Negat ive .  

Q- Were you e v e r  asked t o  m a k e  any s t a t emen t s?  

A. Negat ive .  

Q Were you e v e r  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  t o  make a s t a t emen t  of  any v a r i e t y ?  

A. Negat ive .  

Q By anybody e i t h e r  i n  your company o r  from t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember, no,  s ir .  
I would have remembered going b e f o r e  any--and I know I 
made no s t a t emen t .  Now, a s  t o  whether ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
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of  a b e e r  some n i g h t ,  Major GIBSON had asked m e  something 
about ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  i n  t h e  form of--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  one w a s  going t o  be made as 
it should  be an o f f i c i a l  i n q u i r y  of  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  
day and t h i s  shou ld  have been addressed  t o  you, and t h i s  w a s  
on t h e  1 6 t h ,  about  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h  o r  20th a long  
i n  about t h e r e ?  

A. I l e f t  t o  go on R&R on 1 8  March. I b e l i e v e  e i t h e r  
t h e  1 8 t h  o r  1 9 t h .  I b e l i e v e  my R&R s t a r t e d  t h e  20 th ,  so  it 
would have had t o  been w i t h i n  a day o r  t w o  a f t e r  t h i s .  

Q W e l l ,  when you came back from R&R d i d  anybody ask  
you about  what happened t h a t  day? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Who w a s  your  c o p i l o t  t h a t  day? 

A. Warrant O f f i c e r  MESSINGER. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Who w a s  f l y i n g  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ?  D o  you remember? 

A. N o t  from t h e  conve r sa t ion ,  it seems l i k e  it iqas 
Warrant O f f i c e r  BURTON and Warrant O f f i c e r  DOERSAM. 

Q. Y e s .  D o  you remember t h e  names of  your c r e w  c h i e f  
and your doorgunner? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e  doorgunner w a s  a k i d  named VARGAS. 

Q- VARGAS? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  and I remember him because aga in ,  
i t ' s  j u s t  some s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  l i k e  when we were engaging t h e  
man wi th  t h e  weapon, I remember VARGAS f i r i n g  and he  w a s  a 
Spanish f e l l ow and you know, he would g e t  k ind  of  e x c i t e d .  Now 
he  w a s  t h e  doorgunner on S p e c i a l i s t  FARGIER's a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t  day. 
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Q W e l l ,  FARGIER w a s  t h e  crew c h i e f .  I t  could  have 
been t h e  crew t h e n  and VARGAS t h e  doorgunner? 

A - . .Y e s ,. s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  General  PEERS l e f t  
t h e  hea r ing .  The re ' s  been some evidence M r .  MCCRARY t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  i n  f a c t  engage groups of  people  a long  Highway 
521. We'd l i k e  t o  have you d i g  deep i n t o  your reca l l - -your  
memory and it could  be  of  course  t h a t  t h e r e  were mi l i t a ry-aged  
males t h e r e ,  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  f a c t .  O r  any 
groups of  people  t h e r e  and do you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e ,  l i n i n g  
up and making pas ses  e a s t  t o  wes t ,  anywhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  521? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  gunships  make any pas ses?  The 
people  t h a t  you s a w  dead a long  521 o r  i n  t h e  prox imi ty  o f  521 
sou th  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , as I unders tand it you s a y  t h e r e  can be 10 
t o  15  dead bod ie s?  

A. T h a t ' s  s t r i c t l y  an a r b i t r a r y  f i g u r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  i t  w a s  an impress ion t h a t  you ga ined  from 
obse rva t ion .  Your impress ion i s  t h a t  t h e  people  t h a t  you saw 
s h o t  were s h o t  by t h e  ground t r o o p s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  approaching 
521, from t h e  n o r t h ,  t hey  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  s h o t  t h o s e  people?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- And you r e c a l l  t h i s  because it was unusual  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d  n o t  unders tand  why and it was 
j u s t  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of  m e .  

Q- And a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h i s  e v e n t ,  when t h i s  impress ion 
was made on your  mind, was it t h e  same t i m e  t h e  Warlords were 
making t h e i r  gunruns ,  a s  I unders tand ,  t o  t h e  sou th. . of  521 ove r  
f u r t h e r  e a s t  of  your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. A s  I remember it whi l e  w e  w e r e  h e r e ,  t hey  were 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Were any o f  t h e i r  r o c k e t s  o r  rounds f i r e d  from t h a t  
gunrun, anywhere i n  t h e ' p r o x i m i t y  of  521? 
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A. Y e s ,  t hey  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  from e a s t  t o  w e s t .  

Q Was t h a t  a long  521? 

A. Right ,  because w e  were h e r e  and I remember s ay ing  
something t o  them, because they  were coming c l o s e .  O r  a t  l e a s t  
they were shoo t ing  i n  o u r  d i r e c t i o n  a long  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  
you know, i n  o u r  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q . Along t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge o f  t h e  h i l l ?  

A. R igh t ,  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  end and--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did any of  t h e i r  rounds o r  rockets--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I thought  t h e r e  were some r o c k e t s  
i n  he re .  

Q You're p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s l o p e  of  H i l l  85. 
From t h e  junc t ion  of  t h e  n o r t h ,  sou th  t r a i l  o u t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
and 521 from t h a t  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t ,  about how f a r  was t h e s e  
rounds l and ing  from you, o r  from t h a t  p o i n t ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h i s  
i s  s c a l e d  1 i n c h  e q u a l s  85 meters?  

A. About 100 meters  t o  150 meters .  

Q- About 100 t o  150 meters?  . 

A. A couple ,  n o t  a whole ba r r age .  

Q There were r o c k e t s ?  

A. R igh t ,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h e  machingun f i r e  s o  much, 
b u t  t h e  r o c k e t s  I saw go. o f f .  

Q A s  I unders tand it now, c o r r e c t  me i f  I ' m  wrong, 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships  used some t r a c e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  d i d .  

Why,? 

A. Well ,  you have t o  have it t o  ze ro  i n  on t h e  t a r g e t .  
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Q- Okay, s o  i f  t h e r e  had been machinegun f i r e  would 
you have seen i t ?  

A. I would have seen i t ,  I wouldn ' t  have n e c e s s a r i l y  
remembered it, because it l i k e  I say ,  what I remember i s  t h e  
rockets  going o f f .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how many passes  t h e  Warlords made 
o r  d i d  they make one? 

A. Yes, I be l i eve  they made more than one,  it seemed 
' l i k e  it t o  me, because it d o e s n l t . t a k e  b u t  a few seconds t o  
make one gunrun and it c e r t a i n l y  seemed l i k e  longer  than  a few 
seconds t o  me. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  man i n  charge o r  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  
charge of t h e  Warlords, who were doing t h i s ?  You remember h i s  
c a l l  s i g n  by any chance o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  t o  who you were t a l k i n g  
t o ?  Were you t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  Warlords, 
a gun team l e a d e r  o r  who? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  it was t h e  commander. 

Q - Why? What makes you say t h a t ?  

A. J u s t  seems l i k e  it, I d o n ' t  know what makes me say 
A t h a t .  

Qr  A u t h o r i t a t i v e  voice? 

A. Right.  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  H-13 o r  H-23 during . t h i s  time? 
Did you n o t i c e - w h a t  t h a t  l i t t l e  machine was doing? 

A. No, I d i d  not .  

Q- Did you s e e  him a t  any time during t h e  day? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- Did you s e e  any s l i c k s  o r  any a i r c r a f t ,  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
land on t h e  ground nor th  of 521 i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. 
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Q. R e c a l l  any medevacs o r  d u s t o f f ?  

A. No, I do n o t .  

You r e c a l l  any evacu ta ion  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No. 

Q. Would you have n o t i c e d  it i f  you had been t h e r e  i n  
t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  n o t ,  I would have n o t i c e d  i t  and whether  
I remember it as one t h i n g  o r  a n o t h e r ,  because it seems l i k e  i n  
every o p e r a t i o n  a d u s t o f f  was needed f o r  something.  Whether 
it was a s p r a i n e d  ank le  o r  something l i k e  th is- -no unusual  
occur rences  f o r  30 minutes--an hour a f t e r  an o p e r a t i o n  began, 
t h a t  a d u s t o f f  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  one reason o r  ano the r .  

Q Y e s .  Would you have r e c a l l e d  o r  would it have 
been i n  your  memory i f  h e l i c o p t e r s  had landed i n  t h e  prox imi ty  
of any of  t h e s e  people  t h a t  were moving o u t  from t h e  a r ea?  

A. Seems l i k e  it should .  

Q You do  n o t  r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, I do n o t .  

Q You r e c a l l ~ s e e i n gany of t h e  f r i e n d l y  i n f a n t r y  
f o r c e s  moving n o r t h  from My La i  ( 4 )  i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  
complex? 

A. No. 

Q Did you see any i n f a n t r y  t roops  i n  t h i s  complex, 
ground f o r c e s ,  . f r i e n d l y  - f o r c e s ?. 

. . 

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know whether  I d i d  o r  no t .  

Q How w a s  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y ?  

T e r r i f i c .  

Was t h e r e  any smoke? 

Y e s .  
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Q From where? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  because t h e r e  
was a l o t  o f  smoke. 

a 

Q From where, My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Right .  

Q Which way was t h e  smoke blowing? 

A. To t h e  sou th ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Towards where you were? 

A. Right .  

Q I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  you s.hould r e c a l l  t h i s  p r e t t y  
w e l l ,  because i f  t h e r e  was a l o t  of smoke and w e  have reason 
t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was, you would have r e c a l l e d  w h e r e  it was, 
because t h a t  would have in f luenced  your f l i g h t  p a t h  some. 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q Wouldn 't have? 

A. No, I can never  e v e r  remember a l t e r i n g  my f l i g h t  
pa th  because of v i s i b i l i t y  i n  Vietnam p e r i o d ,  f o r  smoke o r  

. .anything.  

Do you know what caused t h i s  smoke? 
. . 

A. I t  would j u s t  be an assumption,  burning r i c e  
and burning. . hootches.  

Q. Did you see any hootches burning? 

A. Y e s .  
. . 

Q. W e l l ,  when you saw flames then  you saw hootches 
burning? 

. . 

A. Right ,  b u t  aga in  l e t  m e  add t h a t  t h i s  was nothing--
I mean on most o p e r a t i o n s  I experienced t h i s .  
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Q You saw burning of  hootches? 

A .  Right.  

Q Was t h e  burning p r o l i f i c ,  was t h e r e  a l o t  of 
i t ?  

A. There was a l o t  of smoke coming from t h i s  a rea .  

Q How about t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t .  

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  when you came back from Baldy 
l a t e r  t h a t  evening, 1800, 1 9 0 0  hours give o r  t a k e ,  do you 
r e c a l l  f l y i n g  back down over  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Well, we would come down Highway 1. 

Q Which i s  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of us here? 

A. Right.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  looking over  o r  see ing  t h i s  a rea?  

Smoke.A. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  smoke? 

A. Right.  

J u s t  around My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

Well, it'^. hard t o  say from Highway 1--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Well, was t h e r e  any smoke anywhere e l s e  
bes ides  here?  Did it  go down t o  t h e  Quang Ngai River t o  t h e  south? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say where t h e  smoke was coming from, 
b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  smoke e a s t  of where we were, because 
it was very obvious from t h e  amount of smoke. 

Q And t h i s  was a s  you es t imated  somewhere l a t e  
i n  the  evening? 
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A. I t  would have t o  be f o r  me t o  'have flown 8.7 
hours  and I remember w e  w e r e  coming from up n o r t h  somewhere. 

Q Was it g e t t i r A gdark? 

A. Right ,  l a t e ,  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  

Q Do you have o r  do you know of  any r eco rds  from 
your u n i t  o r  o t h e r  u n i t  o r  any p h y s i c a l  ev idence ,  photo-
graphs,  t h a t  you have o r  know o f ?  L e t t e r s ,  t a p e  re.cordings,  
j ou rna l s ,  any type  of p h y s i c a l  evidence concerning t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. I t ' s  possible--nah,  it wouldn ' t  be t h i s .  I k e p t  
a d i a r y  and I r e a d  it Friday and t h i s  day i s  miss ing ,  be-
cause I wanted t o  r e f r e s h  my memory a s  much a s  I could.  I 
was g e t t i n g  ready t o  go on R&R and I t h i n k  I l e f t  t o  go on 
R&R on t h e  20th and t h e  d i a r y  s topped on t h e  13 th .  

Q I see. Did you p ick  it up a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  17 th  
of March? 

A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q O r  t h e  18th?  

A. No. 

Q 9 So, t h e  f i r s t  chance t o . . . .  

A. I t h i n k  I picked it  up aga in  i n  A p r i l .  

Q Any r e f e r e n c e s  to-- in  t h a t  diary--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The only  p o s s i b l e  p l a c e  t h a t  I 
could have any r e c o r d s - - i t ' s  n o t  i n  t h e  d i a r y ,  because I 
checked it t o  s e e  i f  it was. The only  p l a c e  t h a t  i t  could 
poss ib ly  be would be i n  a t a p e  t o  my wi fe .  I bought two 
cheap t ape  r e c o r d e r s ,  t h i s  i s  how we converse  most of 
t h e  t ime, I would t a p e  and send h e r  one and we s e n t  t a p e s  
back and f o r t h ,  b u t  aga in  I d i d n ' t  go through a l l  of t h i s  
and she s t i l l  has  them a l l .  

Q Do you know of  any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  were taken  
by any of t h e  personnel  o f  t h e  174th o r  anybody show you 
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any p i c t u r e s ?  

A. No, t hey  d i d  n o t .  - I f  anybody had taken  p i c t u r e s  
it would have been Warrant O f f i c e r  MESSINGER. He took p i c t u r e s  
of  eve ry th ing , :bu t  whether he had h i s  camera t h i s  day I do n o t  
know. -

Q Do you know of  anyone o u t s i d e  of t h e  174th ,  any in -
d i v i d u a l  t h a t  might have l e t t e r s ,  o r  t a p e s ,  o r  photos? . 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

. Q - You know of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of any such e x h i b i t ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Outside of  M r .  MESSINGER, d i d  you t a l k  t o  anyone, 
any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  concerning 1 6  March of t h e  even t s  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  on 1 6  March i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Major KRAUS. 

Q Major KRAUS and t h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A. I c a l l e d  M r .  MESSINGER, because I d i d n ' t  want t o  
have t o l d  Major KRAUS something and have it be a l i e .  When 
he c a l l e d  me j u s t  more o r  less caught me completely by s u r -
pr ise--completely  o f f  guard--I had done a l o t  t h i n k i n g ,  s o  
I c a l l e d  Warrant O f f i c e r  MESSINGER t o  see i f  i n  r e a l i t y  he 
had been f l y i n g  wi th  me t h a t  day. 

Q - I see. 

A. And I t o l d  him t o  make no e f f o r t  t o  cover  it up 
t h a t  I c a l l e d  h'im o'r anything--I j u s t  wanted t o  c l a r i f y  it i n  
my mind. 

COL FRANKLIN: Would you go ove r  f o r  my b e n e f i t  j u s t  what you 
saw f i r i n g  down on H i l l  521 south--0n'Highway 521 south  o f  My 
Lai  t h e r e ?  What you saw t h e  ground t roops  do? 

A. They were coming from t h e  n o r t h ,  g e n e r a l l y  from 
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q - Y e s .  

A .  I n  a l i n e  10 o r  15 meters  a p a r t  and I probably 
saw them k i l l  4 o r  5 people .  
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Q - Okay, b u t  you s a w  more than  t h a t  dead b e f o r e  t h e  
road? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q - Our b i g  problem i s  f i n d i n g  o u t  how t h o s e  people  
g o t  k i l l e d  Capta in  MCCRARY, t h a t ' s  what b o t h e r i n g  u s ,  can 
you shed any l i g h t  on t h a t ?  

A. I s t a t e d  j u s t  t h e  amount I s a i d  I s a w  g e t  k i l l e d ,  
I mean t h a t ' s  t h e  ones t h a t  I can s a y  I saw them shoo t .  

Q 0 .  You s a w  them shoot--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But it a l l  happened w i t h i n  5 o r  1 0  
minutes and i t  ' c o u l d  have only--I  c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  
k i l l  some of  them, because w e  d i d  p u t  some f i r e  on t h e  person  
w i t h  t h e  weapon he re .  

Q .- Y e s .  

A. And i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  doorgunner h i t  a couple  
o f  o t h e r  peop le ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t .  

Q You saw some k i l l e d  though by t h e  ground t r o o p s ?  

A .  Y e s  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q W e  have q u i t e  a b i t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  Capta in  MCCRARY. 
W e  g o t  o t h e r  p i l o t s  who b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were gunruns made by t h e  
Sharks .  We ' v e  g o t  ev idence  t h a t  an o f f i c e r  wrote  h i s  w i f e  on 
t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  16 th .  Very s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  about  t h e  Sharks  
k i l l i n g  some c i v i l i a n s .  We know p r e t t y  w e l l  what you were do-
ing--a l o t  o f  ev idence  which you a r e  unaware o f ,  what you and 
t h e  o t h e r  people  were doing.  We know you f i red--your  people  
f i r e d  13,500 rounds of  machinegun ammunition f o r  example. You 
are c e r t a i n l y  n o t  suspec t ed  o f  any th ing ,  b u t  we do have t o  s o r t  
of  account  f o r  t h e s e  bod ie s  which we have photos  o f ,  down on 
t h i s  road.  Now you saw i n f a n t r y  s h o o t  some of them? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  I d i d .  

.Q0 And you s a w  people  dropped? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  I d id .  

Q. . Okay, t h e  o t h e r  bod ie s  t h a t  you saw a long  t h e  ro,ad 
about  how far--were t h e s e  bod ie s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h a t  same a r e a  
o r  -were t hey  s o r t  of  s c a t t e r e d  o u t ?  
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A. I ' d  s a y  w i t h i n  200 meters .  

You'd s a y  w i t h i n  200 meters?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q About how many i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  on l i ne '  do you 
r e c a l l  s ee ing?  

A. About 10 o r  15.  

Q About 10 o r  15  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I t  could  have been 7 o r  could have been 2 0 .  

Q a Y e s ,  I unders tand.  You're s e e i n g. . t h i s  a l l. .j u s t. ah--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f e l t  bad. The most I e v e r  s a w  
probably a t  one g l ance  was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  I mean, because t h e y  
w e r e  spread  o u t  coming i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

,Q Yes. Did you e v e r  see a l a r g e  group of people
h i t  by gunships?  

A. Not i n  t h e  open,  no sir.  

Q Not i n  t h e  open, you h a v e n ' t  s een  t h a t .  So you
wouldn ' t  be  able t o  t e l l  i f  people  were k i l l e d  by ground f i r e  
o r  k i l l e d  by gunship--you r e a l i z e  of  course  t h e  miniguns would 
do a very  d i f f e r e n t  job than  ground au tomat ic  weapons--semi-
au tomat ic  weapons might do? , 

A. S i r ,  I - - l e t  me say  t h i s ,  i f  I had made gunruns 
on people  on t h e  road  i n  t h e  open l i k e  t h i s  and saw them d i e  
I would have remembered it. I ' m  j u s t  c e r t a i n  o f  it. I would've 
remembered it. I remember k i l l i n g  two people  w i t h  t h e  back 
packs and t h e  guy w i t h  t h e  weapons--in r e a l i t y  I would remember 
k i l l i n g  t h e  people  w i t h  t h e  back packs.  

Q How about  your  o t h e r  gunship? 

A. Negat ive ,  no way, because a s  f a r  a s  I can remember 
I was l e a d  t h a t  day and he  w a s  behind me a l l  d a y . .  

LTC PATTERSON: H e  w a s  r e spons ive  t o  you? H e  d i d  what you 
t o l d  him t o ,  he d idn  't o p e r a t e  independent ly?  
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A. W a i t  a minute,  now this--something might have--
because t h i s  might have been t h e  day when I r e a l l y  had t o  
g e t  on M r .  DOERSAM, because he  broke o f f .  L e t  me t h i n k  he re  
j u s t  a second.  

Q You j u s t  t a k e  your  t ime .  

A. T h i s  ah--because I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  d i d  
happen once and I remember I very s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and i n  no 
u n c e r t a i n  terms t o l d  him where he  was supposed t o  be .  And 
he c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  and t h a t  might have been t h i s  day,  
because I remember making a r e p o r t  t o  him and I s a i d ,  "Where 
t h e  h e l l  are you",  and he  s a i d ,  such and such a p l a c e ,  t h i s  
and t h a t .  And I s a i d  w e l l ,  you know, t o l d  him where he w a s  
supposed t o  be. I b e l i e v e  it might have been t h i s  day.  

Q Where were you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I remember west  o f  t h e  v i l l ~ . g e .  I d o n ' t  know 
i t ' s - - t o  m e  it happened o v e r  h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  ah--and it 
might have been where we were--and s p e n t  a l l  t h i s  t ime c i r c l i n g  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h a t  might  have been when it  happened. 
But I remember a t  l e a s t  one i n s t a n c e  and it cou ld 've  been t h i s  
day,  when M r .  DOERSAM d i d  break  o f f  and go o u t  on a l i t t l e  
a c t i v i t y  of h i s  own. I t  ve ry  e a s i l y  cou ld ' ve  been r i g h t  h e r e ,  
because I remember bawling him o u t  o v e r  t h e  radio--over  t h e  VHF--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What do you mean a l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y ?
What k ind  o f  a c t i v i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t - - t h a t ' s  what I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 
H e  might have I--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  he might have,  t h a t  
d o e s n ' t  mean he  d i d ,  t h a t  means i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he could 
have--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And aga in - - l i ke  I s a y ,  he  was gone 
I w a s  he re  and i f  h e  had I might n o t ' v e  even seen  it ,  t h a t ' s  
why I ' m - - I ' m  n o t  even c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  
happened. I know i n  a t  l e a s t  one i n s t a n c e  t h a t  M r .  DOERSAM, 
he  i s  an awful heads t rong  guy and he g e t s  awful ly  e x c i t e d ,  
you know, about  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he might 
have,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  s e e  it and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You might have now--might have,  
meaning what? 
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A. Might have made a gunrun on t h e  r o a d ,  o r  he  might 
have gone down and engaged them wi th  h i s  doorgunners ,  o r  
something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

LTC PATTERSON: But now, you s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  though t h a t  t h e s e  
1 0  o r  15--and t h e  number t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  o f  i n -
t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  People  t h a t  were dead i n  t h a t  a r e a  where 
your man was w e r e  s h o t  by i n f a n t r y  and you s a w  them s h o t .  

Q But d i d  you s e e  t h e  bodies  l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q Where were t h e y ,  on t h e  road? 

A. But ,  t h e  bod ie s  I s a w ,  I can remember n o t  a l a r g e  
amount of  bodies  down h e r e .  Like I s a y ,  200 me te r s ,  100 meters, 
150 meters ,  250 meters  w i t h i n  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  h e r e  i s  where 
I remember s e e i n g  bodies--bodies up t h e  road j u s t  back down 
t h i s  way, I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them. 

Q So, you d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any b o d i e s - - a l l  t h e s e  
bodies--point  aga in  on your--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would s a y  from h e r e  t o  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  j u s t  because t h i s  i s  where I was. 

Q Okay, l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  
an a r e a  on Highway 521 approximately  1 0 0  meters  t o  t h e  eas t  
of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  main n o r t h ,  sou th  road coming o u t  
of My La i  about  200 m e t e r s  going t o  t h e  west .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  

Q Okay. 

COL FRANKLIN: You remember now and I ' m  go ing  t o  t a k e  you back 
t o  t h i s  morning and g i v e  you about  t h e  t ime l i m i t s  you pre-
v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d .  What about  t h e  t ime j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Dolphin 
came i n  w i t h  t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ,  wh i l e  t h i s  
ac t iv i t y - - and  your  man i n  t h e  d i t c h  down t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  
weapon--you were t r y i n g  t o  get him, you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  
wi th  any b r igade  l e v e l  concerning a l o t  of people  on 521 " d i  
d i ' i n g "  o u t  o r  moving out--a l o t  of  people  evacua t ing  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I remember no conve r sa t ion .  Like I s a i d ,  I 
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a h e l l  of  a l o t  o f  people  on 
t h i s  road o r  highway moving o u t .  
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Q You people  e v e r  make f i r i n g  pas ses?  You have 
any k ind  of  miss ion  t o  keep people  i n  an a r e a ? ,  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  we Aid. 

Q. Did you use  machinegun f i r e  t o  do t h a t ?  

A .  W e  would have used doorgunners.  

Q You d i d  use  doorgunners? 

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  we would have used.  We--like I t o l d  
Colonel  PATTERSON i n  t h i s  area--I  d o n ' t  know maybe t h i s  i s  
t h e  h a b i t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  and t h e  a v i a t i o n  
company s u p p o r t i n g  them f e l l  i n t o ,  b u t  t h e  whole t ime  t h a t  
I w a s  t h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  p u t  i n t o  an a r e a ,  me as 
a gunship p i l o t ,  o r  b e f o r e  me Capta in  WOODS, we would observe 
movement i n  t h e  a r e a  and t e l l  them and s a y ,  " W e  g o t  20 m i l i t a r y -
aged males moving o u t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  I mean 
t e l l i n g  them about  t h i n g s  which they  have no c o n t r o l  ove r  
anyway i f  t hey  were coming up from t h i s  way. They would 
always s a y ,  "Try t o  t u r n  them back,  " o r  "Make them go back,  " 
you know, w e  would always go down low l e v e l  and wave and 
even p o i n t  t o  go back,  and r e p o r t  t h i s  and sometimes they  
would s a y ,  " F i r e  i n  f r o n t  of  them." 

Q. The ground commander? 

A. The ground commander, because I mean, t h a t ' s  
who we w e r e  working f o r .  

Q Would you f i r e  w i thou t  t h e  ground commander t e l l i n g  
you t o  do t h a t ?  

A. On a CA never .  I f i r e d  a t  t h e  guy w i t h  t h e  weapon. 

Q Okay t h a t  I s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean a l l  t h r e e .  of  them now, I ' ve  
a l r eady  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  permiss ion  t o  f i r e  
a t ,  t hose  people .  

Q You were never  t o l d  t o  he rd  people  back o r  run 
them back i n  e i t h e r .  Do you r e c a l l  b e i n g  t o l d  by t h e  ground. .  . 

commander anytime t o  do t h a t ?  
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A. Not t h i s  day,  no. 

Q 0 Not t h a t  day? 

A .  So much happened s o  qu ick ,  I mean, l i k e  t h i s  ' in -
c i d e n t  h e r e ,. . t h i s  took  up a good I ' d  s a y ,  30 t o  4 5  minutes .  

. . 

Q Y e s .  

A. And by t h a t  t ime most of t h e  people  had a l r e a d y  
s e t t l e d  down and gone o r  evacua ted  t h e  area: 

Q What was t h e  name of  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  commander? 
How do you s p e l l  t h a t ,  t h e  o t h e r  gunship,  t h e  o t h e r  Shark? 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know M r .  DOERSAM? 

A. Very w e l l .  

Q W a s  DOERSAM t h e  k ind  of  man, o r  anybody i n  t h a t  
gunship t h a t  would make a  pas s  on a road where it w a s  ve ry  
e v i d e n t  t h e r e  were p r i m a r i l y  noncombatants, o r  a t  l e a s t  a 
l o t  of women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q Why can '  t you say  f o r  c e r t a i n ?  

A .  H e  never  d i d  -itb e f o r e .  

Q H e  e v e r  do  it a f t e r ?  

A. H e  never  d i d  it a f t e r .  

Q Would t h i s  b e  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  would shock 
you Captain  MCCRARY? . , 

A. Y e s ,  I remember them shoo t ing  t h e  people  on t h e  
road.  I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The one t h a t  I remember t h e  
most i s  t h e  guy coming through t h e  t r e e  l i ne - - t ak ing  about 
f o u r  s t e p s  down t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and s h o o t i n g  a woman. I n  my 
mind I remember i t  t o  t h i s  day,  because it was unusual  and 
it d i d  shock m e .  
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Q Did you watch him t h e  whole t ime? 

A. No, because aga in  w e  w e r e  c i r c l i n g  and we were 
i n  c o n s t a n t  movement. 

Q What e x a c t l y  d i d  you s e e  o f  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  I t  w a s  a l i t t l e  bank. 

A .  Y e s .  

A. Trees  b e s i d e  t h e  road and l i k e  a l i t t l e  bank, 
maybe 3 f e e t ,  s o  i t  came down t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy o r  whatever 
it might be  down t h e r e  below--came through t h e  t r e e s  and 
t u r n e d  t o  go towards t h e  hedge l i n e ,  o f  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  what 
e v e r  it was. W e  had t h e  man and I never  saw t h e  women b e f o r e  
b u t  a l l  of  a sudden t h e r e  she  was and s h e  was s h o t  and she  

.. 
was dead. I assumed she  was dead. 

Q You remember where s h e  was when he s h o t  h e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  she  w a s  down, s q u a t t i n g  down o r  k n e e l i n g  
o r  something. 

Q. Did you see h e r  move a f t e r  he s h o t  h e r ?  

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  Ev iden t ly  she  had been i n  one of  
t h e  trees o r  up a g a i n s t  one o f  t h e  t r e e s .  I h a d n ' t  n o t i c e d  
h e r  b e f o r e  o r  I c a n ' t  even s a y  i f  it was a woman. 

Q I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  r e a l  ha rd  now and 
perhaps  you can t r y  t o  r e l i v e  an i n c i d e n t  h e r e  f o r  m e ,  a r a d i o  
conve r sa t ion  where you were t a l k i n g  t o  a f e l l ow w i t h  a sou the rn  
a c c e n t ,  Coyote 3 ,  t h e  S 3  of  Task Force Barker ,  Major CALHOUN. 
Something about  you might be  down on f u e l ,  t h i s  might be i n  
t h e  t i m e  frame of 0830 o r  a l i t t l e  a f t e r .  And r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  
t h e y ' v e  g o t  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming c a p a b i l i t i e s  a t  D o t t i e  s e t  
up now, which was a very  r e c e n t  s e t  up,  which meant t h a t  you 
could s t a y  on s t a t i o n  a l i t t l e  l onge r .  D o  you r e c a l l  any 
d i s c u s s i o n  between y o u r s e l f  and t h i s  f e l l o w  w i t h  t h e  sou the rn  
a c c e n t ,  r e f e r e n c e  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e  
and rearming c a p a b i l i t i e s ?  

A. . I c a n ' t  remember any th ing  s p e c i f i c ,  no,  s i r .  
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Q And f i n a l l y  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  ask you a ve ry  
p o i n t e d  q u e s t i o n  concern ing  p rev ious  tes t imony we have and 
t h e  purpose of  t h i s  i s  f o r  you t o  e i t h e r  r e f u t e  it o r  t o  
t e l l  us i t ' s  t r u e .  W e  ' v e  had p rev ious  tes t imony t h a t  your 
s h i p  engaged a Vietnamese somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  
521. That  i n c i d e n t  was s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  from t h i s  i n -
c i d e n t  which o t h e r  t es t imony conf i rms your s t o r y  h e r e .  There 
w a s  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  n o r t h  of  521, 
between 521 and My L a i  ( 4 ) .  You r e c a l l  engagements t h e r e ?  

I d o n ' t .  

Q We've had tes t imony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i r i n g  w a s  
accomplished i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  f i r i n g  your  second 
s h i p .  Making a gunrun, s p o t t i n g  of an i n d i v i d u a l  walking 
a long  t h e  sou the rn  t r a i l  from w e s t  t o  e a s t  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
co rne r  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t u r n i n g  up a s m a l l  t r a i l  running n o r t h  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  proper .  Your wingman t a k i n g  him under f i r e ,  
you f a l l i n g  i n  behind t h e  wingman and engaging t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
on t h i s  t r a i l  w i th  r o c k e t s  and miniguns.  The i n d i v i d u a l  a f t e r  
you made your p a s s ,  your wingman came back around i n  a r a c e  
t r a c k  p a t t e r n  and confirmed t h a t  indeed  one man, m i l i t a r y -
aged male w i t h  weapon, was l a y i n g  sprawled f a c e  down on t h a t  
t r a i l .  

A. With weapon? 

Q Right .  Without a weapon? You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

(COL WILSON e n t e r e d  t h e  room.) 

Q And a l s o  a s t a t emen t  concerning l a r g e  numbers o f  
pe r sonne l  evading  o r  evacua t ing  My L a i  ( 4 )  V i l l a g e  a r e a ,  t o  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and your p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t  f i r e d .  Hovering 
i n  f r o n t  of t h e s e  people  and motioning them back i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  do you r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e s  such as 
those?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a c t u a l l y  do ing  t h a t ,  b u t  we d i d  
t h a t  sometimes. Like I t o l d  you, t h a t  t o  motion them back and 
t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  go back.  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day. 
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LTC PATTERSON: S i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I have. 

COL WILSON: What I a m  concerned w i t h  p r i m a r i l y  i s  what happened 
o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  and j u s t  in--not  a l o t  of  d e t a i l - - a s  much d e t a i l  
as we've gone i n t o  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  But what a c t i v i t y  d i d  
you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  second combat a s s a u l t  
o v e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  which won ' t  be  on t h a t  photograph ( E x h i b i t  
P-176), and I ' m  speak ing  of  B / 4 / 3  o p e r a t i o n s .  Can you d e s c r i b e  
any a c t i o n s  t h a t  you took ove r  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I t o l d  Colonel  PATTERSON t h a t  t h e  b e s t  I can 
remember i s  w e  made a go-around, because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was 
l a t e .  

Q Right .  

A. The a s s a u l t  i t s e l f  was p u t  i n t o  an open a r e a  o r  
one t h a t  had been bea ten  up and t o r n  down and e v e r y t h i n g  
b e f o r e - - i t  had some hedgerows and some l a r g e  s t o n e s  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  a v i l l a g e ,  an a c t u a l  working l i v i n g  
i n  v i l l a g e .  Nothing happened t h e r e  t h a t  I can remember un-
u s u a l ,  a s  I t o l d  him I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  p u t  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  and 
made some reconna issance  o r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  around t h e  a r e a .  
Nothing r e a l l y  w a s  going on and I t h i n k  we went back over  and 
he lped  C h a r l i e  o u t  over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - You d o n ' t  remember p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any type  of 
a c t i o n  ove r  t h e r e  i n  t h e  B Company a r e a  t hen?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Tha t  day? 

A. No, sir.  

Q The whole day? What about  t h e  fo l lowing  day? 
Were you on s t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on 17  March? 

A. Did B Company move sou th  towards t h e  Quang Ngai 
River  t h e  n e x t  day? 

Q Y e s ,  bo th  companies d i d .  Now le t  m e  g e t  something 
h e r e ,  ah- - jus t  a minute.  I show you E x h i b i t  P-168, an a e r i a l  
photograph o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  c o a s t a l  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
i n c l u d e s  of  cou r se  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
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(Colonel  WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  
E x h i b i t  P-168.) 

Now, j u s t  i n  g e n e r a l  terms, d e s c r i b e  what hap-
pened. B Company and C Company moved s o u t h ,  and,  g e n e r a l l y ,  
t h i s  body of wa te r  h e r e ,  t h i s  r i v e r  running n o r t h ,  s o u t h ,  
s e p a r a t e d  t h e s e  two u n i t s ,  B Company on t h i s  s i d e  and C 
Company on t h i s  s i d e .  Had you r e c a l l e d  any a c t i o n s  on t h e  
17 th?  

A. I f  i t ' s  t h e  day- - there ' s  a h i l l  h e r e  somewhere, 
n o t  a t a l l  one,  b u t  a h i l l - -okay ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  scramble  back 
up t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q The l o c a t i o n  t h a t .  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  i s  t h e  , 

Nui Ngang H i l l ?  

A. R igh t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Coord ina tes  728761 and i t ' s  N-U-I N-G-A-N-G. 

A. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  day,  and it probably i s ,  because 
I cannot remember t h a t  many o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  W e  were 
t o  scramble  back up h e r e ,  because I t h i n k  t h e  ground troops--
of cou r se ,  t hey  had no back up on t h i s  side, and I t h i n k  t h a t  
w e  went up t h e r e  t o  h e l p  them. They had a l a r g e  number o f  
people  t h a t  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  and w e  were t r y i n g  to--I 
cannot--exact ly  why we went back up t h e r e .  I t  seems l i k e  w e  
d i d  go up t h e r e  on a scramble .  

COL WILSON: You remember any a c t i o n  ove r  he re  a long  t h e  
c o a s t a l  a r e a ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h i s  b r i d g e  t h a t  c r o s s e s  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  740787? 

A. T h i s  one h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

Q Y e s ,  i t ' s  a p r e t t y  long  b r i d g e - - i t ' s  about  t h e  
on ly  one t h a t  c r o s s e s  up t h e r e .  This  i s  j u s t  sou th  of  My L a i  
(1)near  t h e  P i n k v i l l e .  Do you remember any a c t i o n s ,  t h i s  
a c t i o n  t h a t  occu r red  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  1 7 t h  o r  bo th  days? D o  
you remember any a c t i o n s  around t h a t  a r ea?  

A. I ' l l  t e l l  you,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  w e  d id-- in  f a c t ,  I 
know w e  d i d -some work f o r  them. 
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You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was? 

(Witness gave a  n e g a t i v e  response . )  

Do you r e c a l l  t h e  day? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I remember--the t roops- - in  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  whether it was t h e  nex t  day--being i n  a 
t r e e  l i n e  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e .  

Q From t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  same a r e a .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
r e l a t e  t h i s  i n t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q Over on t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a ?  Do you remember any 
evacua t ions  going on i n  t h i s  area--dustof  f s ?  , 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I might add t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  I r e a d  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  about  My L a i .  One of  t h e  
people  involved  i n  t e l l i n g  a s t o r y ,  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  Cha r l i e -
C h a r l i e  p i l o t ,  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had gone down and 
t r i e d  t o  h e l p  evacua te  people  t h a t  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a .  And two o r  t h r e e  t imes  he mentioned a sk ing  t h e  
gunships f o r  h e l p ,  and I don 't remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  
This  was given i n  t es t imony,  t h i s  was t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  one 
of  t h e  magazines came o u t  w i t h .  He mentioned it  two o r  
t h r e e  t i m e s ,  t h a t  h e  was going i n  and a sk ing  f o r  o u r  h e l p ,  
because t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any s l i c k s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

LTC PATTERSON: You've a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  were o t h e r  
gunships  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  Righ t ,  t h i s  i s  what I ' m  s a y i n g ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  even 
remember s ay ing  t o  anybody--probably they  were from t h e  same 
companyp because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  was from my 
company t h a t  day,  i t  might have been. 

COL WILSON: Here's an e n t r y  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade l o g ,  which i s  
E x h i b i t  M-46. The jou rna l  e n t r y  has  a t  1405 t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  
1 7  March s t a t e s  t h a t :  "Task Force Barker  TOC from Major 
CALHOUN, one company r eques t ed  gunships  because it was c r o s s i n g  
an open a r e a  and r e c e i v e d  sma l l  arms f i r e .  The aero-scout  
has  on ly  one a v a i l a b l e . "  And t h e n  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  t aken  column, 
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" N o t i f i e d  S3, no Sharks  a v a i l a b l e .  " Were t h e r e  any Sharks 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  1 4 0 0  hours  on 1 7  March t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was 
going on down t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was suppor t ed  
fox  3 days down t h e r e ,  by Sharks?  

A. I can a lmost  s ay  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w i t h i n  1 o r  2 
days a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  i n i t i a t e d ,  t h a t  w e  he lped  some u n i t s  
down i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any a c t i o n s  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  
on t h e  . .1 7 t h ,. .1 8 t h ,  o r  1 9 t h ,. . excep t  f o r  t h a t  h i l l  down t h e r e ?  

A. The h i l l  i s  what s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind, because I 
remember t h e  t r o o p s  were coming up between o r  through t h e  h i l l .  

Q Y e s .  Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  1 7 t h  and t h e  1 8 t h ,  
observ ing  many v i l l a g e s  o v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  which were smoking 
and be ing  burned? 

A. No. 

Q About t h e  t ime you w e r e  down t h e r e ,  o v e r  t h a t  h i l l  
m a s s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  down by what you c a l l e d  t h e  Quang Ngai Rivef ,  
d i d  you n o t i c e  any v i l l a g e s  burn ing  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q E i t h e r  on t h e  c o a s t  o r  down i n  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  
h i l l .  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember, no, sir. 

Q I n  f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e a l l y  remember 
about  t h e  a r e a  o u t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  was t h a t  go-around when t h e  
combat a s s a u l t  went i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  Thank you very  much. 
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A. Thank you, sir.  

LTC PATTERSON: I may t a k e  about ano the r  10 minutes ,  and t h e n  
I w i l l  be through.  I f  L O U  d o n ' t  o b j e c t ,  I would l i k e  t o  have 
you i n d i c a t e  on t h i s  photograph,  which w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  
an e x h i b i t  a s  a permanent p a r t  of t h e  r e c o r d ,  where t h e s e  en-
gagements t h a t  you p rev ious ly  d e s c r i b e d  i n  your tes t imony oc-
c u r r e d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l ,  and 
I ' b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l ,  
t h e  LZ o r .  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q The f i r s t  t h i n g  you r e c a l l e d  i s  t h e  l one  male 
i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  weapon--6-2, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  i n . t h e  v i c i -
n i t y  of  521? 

A. Right .  

Q Where d i d  you f i r s t  observe  him? 

A. H e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q A t  t h e  junc t ion?  

A. P o s s i b l y ,  yes .  

Q Mark p o s i t i o n  1 Vietnamese male w i t h  weapon 
observed.  Can you g i v e- m e  a t ime? 

A. Approximately 0740. 

Q. E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o r  soon a f t e r  a r r i v a l  on 
s t a t i o n  or--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Soon a f t e r  a r r i v a l  on s t a t i o n .  

Q Did you engage him a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Engaged wi th  doorgunner. Okay. Then what d i d  
he  do? 

A .  H e  went t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

(MCCRARY) 75 APP T-172 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- Somewhere i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Right. Where t h e  tree l i n e  i n t e r s e c t s  wi th  
t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Here? 

A. Right. 

Q P o s i t i o n  1 i s  marked and i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Vietnamese 
male wi th  weapon observed soon a f t e r  a r r i v a l  on s t a t i o n .  En-
gaged wi th  doorgun only .  The i n d i v i d u a l  went through t h e  tree 
l i n e  t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  from p o s i t i o n  1 t o  p o s i t i o n  2 ,  which is where 
he disappeared i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

A. Right.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  and you marked him? 

A. Wait a minute. W e  d i d  n o t  s e e  him again u n t i l  approx-
imately r i g h t  h e r e ,  where t h e  shrubbery s t a r t e d  pee l ing  o u t  and 
it then j u s t  turned  i n t o  a d i t c h  without  shrubbery.  This i s  when 
we repor ted  it. We saw him again ,  and w e  engaged him again,  and 
t h i s  i s  when w e  dropped smoke. 

Q - You engaged him where? 

A. Oh, r i g h t  i n  the re .  
. . 

Q - Right t h e r e .  Pos i t ion  2 marked on t h e  map i n d i c a t e s  
where t h e  Vietnamese male from p o s i t i o n  1 disappeared i n  the 
d i t c h .  P o s i t i o n  3 i s  where he reappeared--

A. ( Interposing!  Fight .  

Q Vietnamese male engaged again? 

A. Right.  

Q. And marked. I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  you remember 
t h e  color?  

A. A s  b e s t  t o  me, red .  
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Q P o s i t i o n  3 i s  marked a s  where t h e  Vietnamese male 
reappeared ,  was engaged and marked wi th  r e d  smoke, okay? Does 
t h a t  i n d i c a t e  about  a l l  what you r e c a l l  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
male? A l l  r i g h t ,  ground e lements  you observed somewhere i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  co rne r .  Would you i n d i c a t e  about  where? 

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as r eques t ed . )  

Approximately? We ' 11 mark t h i s  a r e a  approximate.  
This  was soon a f t e r  t h e  l i f t ,  I assume? P o s i t i o n  4 i s  marked 
as f r i e n d l y  ground f o r c e s  l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  i n s e r t i o n  
a t  0730. These f o r c e s  t hen  moved from 4 down towards p o s i t i o n  
3 ,  g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h i s  d i k e ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. And where d i d  you s e e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r  
and t h e  woman? 

A. R igh t  h e r e  where t h e  bottcm of t h a t  c i r c l e  i s .  I 
assumed it w a s  t h e  o f f i c e r ,  I cannot  s a y  t h a t  it was. 

Q P o s i t i o n  5 i s  where an unknown i n d i v i d u a l  w i th  RTO 
behind him s h o t  a woman, and arrow from 4 t o  5 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  and approximate movement of a body of  approximately  10 
s o l d i e r s .  

I have marked on t h e  a e r i a l  photo p o s i t i o n s  6 and 
7 and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  U.S. s o l d i e r s  t h a t  proceeded from pos i -
t i o n  4 t o  p o s i t i o n  5 s h o t  f i v e  Vietnamese, mixed sexes  and ages ,  
between 6 and 7. 

P o s i t i o n  8 i s  marked a s  an approximate p o s i t i o n  a r e a  
where Sharks engaged two Vietnamese males w i th  web g e a r  and weap-
ons .  P o s i t i o n  9 marked a s  a p o s i t i o n  where 1 0  t o  15  Vietnamese 
dead,  v a r i e d  ages  and sexes .  

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  I i n s e r t e d  two a d d i t i o n a l  
arrows,  one on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  and marked Vietnamese evac a r e a .  The second arrow i s  
on Highway 521 t o  t h e  southwest  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
r o u t e  of l a r g e  numbers of Vietnamese evacua t ing  t h e  a r e a .  I 
would l i k e  f o r  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo t o  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence and 
marked a s  E x h i b i t  P-176 and t o  be made a permanent p a r t  of t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  S i r ,  would you be w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  your  name i n  t h i s  
upper l e f t -hand  co rne r?  
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(The wi tness  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  and d i d  a s  requested.)  

M r .  MCCRARY, i s  t h e r e  anything else about My L a i  
( 4 )  t h a t  you have t h a t  you t h i n k  might be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  
inqu i ry?  

A. I f  I go home and do d i scover  t h a t  there's a letter 
o r  poss ib ly  a t a p e  t h a t  I s e n t  my wife ,  mentioning anything 
about t h i s  opera t ion ,  what should I do? 

Q I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  con tac t  us he re  o r  m e  
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I w i l l  g i v e  you my name, address ,  and phone 
number--any informat ion ,  documents of any s o r t  t h a t  might 
assist us i n  determining t h e  f a c t s  concerning t h e  My Lai  
opera t ion  and any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  occurred subsequent 
t o  t h e  My L a i  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We would apprec ia te  it i f  you 
would con tac t  us .  W e  w i l l  make arrangements i n  any way We 
can t o  preserve  your personal  proper ty ,  bu t  w e  would l i k e  
t o  r ece ive  a copy of it i f  it w i l l  a s s i s t  us i n  any manner. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  give you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  before  we c lose  t o  
make any s ta tements  of any s o r t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o ,  
which w i l l  be a permanent p a r t  of t h e  record.  

A. I wish I could have been more help.  I have no 
s tatement .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  MCCRARY, on behal f  of General PEERS, 
Department of t h e  Army, and a l l  of  us concerned wi th  t h e  
inqu i ry  i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  w e  apprec ia te  very much your 
t ime,  t h e  e f f o r t s  t h a t  you've expended t o  come here  t o  
Washington t o  t a l k  wi th  us ,  your frankness ,  f o r t h r i g h t n e s s ,  
and honesty.  Your c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y  a r e  i m -
measurable. We wish you a good s a f e  t r i p  home. The 
hear ing  i s  adjourned . 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1350 hours ,  17 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MESSINGER, James N.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 14 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 3d P la toon  (Sha rks ) ,  
174th Avia t ion  Company, 4 th  viat ti on B a t t a l i o n .  

1. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. 

. I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Duc Pho t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement 
became stricter wi th  t h e  passage of t i m e  and p a c i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  area (pg. 7) . When Warrant O f f i c e r  MESSINGER 
DEROS'd, you could engage wi thout  r eques t ing  permiss ion 
on ly  when r e c e i v i n g  ground t o  a i r  f i r e  (pg. 7) . 

The wi tnes s  f lew as a p i l o t  du r ing  h i s  t e n u r e  wi th  
t h e  Sharks which began i n  February 1968. The p i l o t  
opera ted  t h e  miniguns, b u t  he would never  engage a t a r g e t  
u n t i l  t o l d  t o  by t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander (pg .7) .  However, 
he d i d  n o t  know of  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  p laced  on t h e i r  suppor t ing  
o r  suppres s ive  f i r e s  dur ing  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  ope ra t ion .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

MESSINGER does n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  recall  t h e  p reope ra t iona l  
b r i e f i n g  on 15 March 1968, b u t  he t h i n k s  t h e r e  may have 
been one (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l s  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  miss ion 
he was t o l d  t h a t  t h e i r  primary area of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  would 
be  n o r t h  o f  Highway 521 (pg. 31) . 
3. ASSAULT O N M Y  LAI. 

a. Esco r t i ng  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s .  

MESSINGER f lew a UH-1C gunship 6.3 hours on 
16 March 1968 (pg. 1 4 ) .  Captain  MCCRARY w a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
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commander(pg. 1 4 ) .  The s l i c k s  picked up t h e  i n f a n t r y  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The gunships jo ined t h e  s l i c k s  a t  
~ o t t i et o  p r o t e c t  them dur ing  t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  LZ and t h e  
CA (pg. 1 8 ) .  S ince  it i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  j ou rna l  t h a t  
touchdown a t  t h e  LZ w a s  a t  0730 hours ,  t h e  Sharks probably 
l e f t  Duc Pho a t  0645 hours .  They would have had t o  r e f u e l  
by 0900 hours  (pg.  1 9 ) .  

The wi tnes s  cannot r e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  prep  
(pgs. 20, 25) . H e  d i d  . r e c a l l  t h e r e  be ing  two l i f t s  
(pg. 28) . On t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  he prepped a tree l i n e  west  
o f  t h e  LZ Ipgs. 15 ,  20 ) .  Four gunships (two gun teams) 
were cover ing  t h e  s l i c k s  (pg. 2L). Only two s h i p s  were 
Sharks (pg. 22 ) .  They never  rece ived  ground t o  a i r  f i r e  
t h a t  day (pg. 6 6 ) ,  nor  d i d  any o f  t h e  Sharks r e p o r t  re-
c e i v i n g  f i r e  du r ing  t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 6 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember how many gun runs  they made (pg. 2 0 ) .  Since t h e r e  
w a s  an i nconsequen t i a l  amount d f i r e ,  they began t o  f l y  
low l e v e l  reconnaissance o r b i t i n g  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 15) . 

b. Engagements wi th  t h e  enemy. 

A VC wi th  web g e a r  w a s  s p o t t e d  150 meters no r th  of  
Highway 521, b u t  sou th  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The i r  doorgunner 
engaged and k i l l e d  him. They s a w  t h e  i n f a n t r y  converge on 
t h e  s p o t  and ho ld  up t h e  web g e a r  f o r  t h e  gunship crew t o  
see (pg. 17) . MESSINGER be l i eved  t h a t  t h i s  occur red  a f t e r  
complete i n s e r t i o n  o f  C/1/20 (pg. 30) .  This  w a s  MESSINGER1s 
f i r s t  confirmed k i l l  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

F ly ing  east a long  t h e  sou thern  edge o f  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  
t h e i r  wingman observed a VC wi th  a weapon on a t r a i l .  The 
l e a d  s h i p  made a s h a r p  r o l l  and missed s h o r t  wi th  rocke t s  
(pgs. 16 ,  34) . MESSINGER and MCCRARY followed up wi th  a 
gun run (pgs. 1 6 ,  36) and k i l l e d  t h e  t a r g e t  i n  t h e  south- 
east c o r n e r  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) (pgs. 16,  3 8)  . They marked t h e  
s p o t  w i th  smoke s o  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  could recover  t h e  weapon 
(pgs.  16 ,  38) .  There w a s  no SO1 u t i l i z e d  when marking wi th  
smoke (pg. 53) . 

L a t e r ,  f l y i n g  w e s t  t o  east MCCRARY s a w  a VC wi th  a 
weapon on Highway 521 a t  a t r a i l  junc t ion  l e a d i n g  sou th  from 
My Lai  ( 4 )  . They engaged him b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a confirmed 
k i l l  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

Eventua l ly  they  f lew east and reconned t h e  a r e a  
n e a r  t h e  coast. There was no more enemy a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  
remainder o f  t h e  day (pg. 18)  . 
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c. Exodus o f  Vietnamese from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

There were hundreds of  Vietnamese e x i t i n g  My Lai  
i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  (pg. 17) . Northeast  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  many 
o f  t h e  Vietnamese e n t e r i n g  Highway 521 were mi l i t a ry -age  
males. 

MCCRARY a t tempted t o  d r i v e  t h e  Vietnamese back 
toward t h e  i n f a n t r y  by hover ing a t  a n ' a l t i t u d e  of  about 
10 f e e t  and waving them back (pg. 62) . They were 
unsu,ccessful  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  coerce  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
back (pg. 6 2 ) .  MESSINGER d i d  n o t  recall e v e r  f i r i n g  i n  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  Vietnamese l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pgs.  77, 7 8 ) .  
There were two o r  t h r e e  Vietnamese wi th in  50 meters  when 
a VC wi th  a weapon w a s  engaged nea r  Highway 521. There was 
no o t h e r  occasion where h i s  a i r c r a f t  could have 
a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  on t h a t  miss ion (pg. 49 ) .  
MESSINGER never  saw dead c i v i l i a n s  on o r  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  
road (pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see l a r g e  groups of  dead 
Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  (pgs. 5 2 ,  80 1 . 

d.  Miscellaneous.  

(1) MESSINGER t h i n k s  t h a t  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  a t  
0900 hours  they  may have r e tu rned  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  he 
i s  n o t  s u r e  (pgs. 55, 60) . I f  he r e tu rned  it would have 
been a t  0930-0945 hours  (pg. 6 0 ) .  

( 2 )  H e  never  l ea rned  of  a break-out o r  heard o f  
a r e p o r t  r ega rd ing  t h e  miss ion o r  ope ra t ion  whi le  i n  Vietnam 
(pg. 6 5 ) .  

(3)  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  burning o f  
My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 5 7 ) .  

( 4 )  The only  dead he s a w  were t h e  two VC h i s  s h i p  
engaged and k i l l e d .  Low a l t i t u d e  pas ses  were made over  t h e  
a r e a  (pg. 5 2 ) .  

( 5 )  MESSINGER does n o t  recall  any comment over  
t h e  r a d i o  r ega rd ing  an exces s ive  amount o f  k i l l i n g  (pg. 8 0 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  w a s  unaware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  con-
ducted as a r e s u l t  o f  what occur red  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pgs.  68,69) . 
H e  never  heard  about o r  d i s cus sed  anything r ega rd ing  l a r g e  
numbers o f  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  on 16 March 1968 (pg.69) .  

(MESSINGER) 3 SUM APP T-147 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

H e  knew nothing of  any e f f o r t s  t o  suppress  information 
regard ing  what occurred .i.n My L a i  (pg. 7 2 )  . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. I n  MESSINGER1s opinion t h e  Sharks were a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  u n i t  wi th  competent o f f i c e r s .  They engaged 
only m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t s  (pgs. 6 9 ,  70)  . 

b. Since My L a i  ( 4 )  has been i n  t h e  news, MESSINGER 
h a s ' d i s c u s s e d  it with one person from h i s  u n i t ,  MCCRARY 
(pg. 71) 

c. The My Lai ( 4 )  area and eastward w a s  extremely 
h o s t i l e  dur ing  MESSINGER1s t o u r  i n  Vietnam (pg. 8 3 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

\ 1 TF Barker  l o g ,  14-18 i used--'.to r e f r e s h  1 
M-16 I March I w i t n e s s '  memory. I 44 

I A e r i a l  pho to  o f  I w l t  l d e n t l r l e a  
P-1 MY ~ a i( 4 )  . My L a i  ( 4 ).' 1 4  

Obl ique  ~ e r i a lpho to  of  W i t  used  t o  o r l e n t .  
P-110 MY L a i  area h imse l f .  39 '40 

P-1 as anno t a t ed  by 
P-159 I MESSINGER 

- I 1-VC w i t h  web gea r (  
I . I evaded and k l l l e d .  l 

2-VC w i t h  weapon 
k l l l e d .  

37,83 


3-VC w i t h  a weapon . 
was seen .  

37'83 


4-Bridge where 
lndlgenOUS 
Vietnamese were 
c r o s s i n g  co  m e 
d e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
~ n r a n t r y .  6-3, 

83 


Bntered i n t o  r e v  

83 


P i c t o  Map 6339 I1 

MAP-5 ( s m a l l  s c a l e )  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 4 5  hour s ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  CW2 James N .  MESSINGER. 

(MR MESSINGER was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. J A M E S  N .  MESSINGER, Chief Warrant O f f i c e r ,  
, Headquar ters ,  For t  Wolt.ers, Texas, 

Q A r e  you i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. Y e s .  

LTC PATTERSON: Before w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I would l i k e  t o  inform you o f  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you t h e  
purpose of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  conduc t ing  
h e r e .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning two 
main a r e a s :  

, 
(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of  command, of what w e  now commonly r e -
f e r  t o  as t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
happened a t  My L a i .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  i n q u i r y  
and have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  
- i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i nc iden t .  

Your testimony t h i s  morning i s  being taken 
under oath.  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  i s  being prepared 
and a t ape  recording  i s  being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  
verbatim no tes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testi-
mony, o r  p a r t s  of it, may a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  become a 
mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. Do you have any ques t ions  
about anything t h a t  I have covered? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q You a r e  ordered no t  t o  d i scuss  your t e s t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you 
may be requ i red  t o  do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  leg-
i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Have you rece ived  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from any 
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  concerning t e s t i f y i n g  o r  g iv ing  
s ta tements?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You have rece ived  no l e t t e r s  o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
of any s o r t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t ,  then ,  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  cases  of United 
S t a t e s  v. Calley o r  United S t a t e s  v. itch ell? 
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A. NO, sir. 

Q- With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  I i n -
d i c a t e d ,  shou ld  you a t  any t i m e  become s u b j e c t  t o  an o r d e r  
by a m i l i t a r y  judge concern ing  any t r i a l  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  your  t e s t imony ,  your t es t imony  h e r e  today  i n  no way 
a f f e c t s  t h a t  o r d e r .  I n  o t h e r  words,  what you s a y  h e r e  
today  does  n o t  p r e v e n t  you from t e s t i f y i n g ,  o r  any o r d e r  
t h a t  you r e c e i v e  would n o t ,  cou ld  n o t ,  p r e v e n t  you from 
t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e .  I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  
any f u t u r e  t es t imony  o r  appearance  b e f o r e  any j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, c o n t a c t  u s  and w e  
w i l l  c l a r i f y  it f o r  you immediately? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Would you s ta te  your  u n i t  of  ass ignment  on 
16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174 th  viat ti on Company, 
t h e  3d P l a t o o n ,  o the rwi se  known a s  t h e  Shark p l a t o o n .  

Q 1 4 t h  Av ia t i on  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t  ; 'sir .  

Q When d i d  you j o i n  t h a t  u n i t ,  M r .  MESSINGER? 

A. The b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  company? 

Q The company? 

A. I j o i n e d  t h e  company on t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  
May, 1967. 

Q And you w e r e  w i t h  them u n t i l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Approximately t h e  middle  of 
June ,  1968. 

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  you DEROS'd and came home? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q .  What w a s  your duty p o s i t i o n  wi th in  t h e  174th 
dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  May 1967 t o  June 1968? 

A. W e l l , ' s i r ,  upon a r r i v a l  I w a s  s t r i c t l y  a h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  probably a more proper  term would be co-
p i l o t .  I w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  1st Platoon u n t i l  February 
1968, a t  which t i m e  I joined t h e  3d Platoon,  t h e  'gun platoon.  

Q February you say? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  1 February. And by t h a t  t i m e  I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s o r r y ,  you s a i d  you w e r e  
i n  t h e  l i f t  platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How much t i m e  d i d  you log  i n  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s ,  
which I b e l i e v e  were U H - l D 1 s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That 's c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. How much t i m e  do you th ink  you had logged? 

A. I had logged j u s t  over  1,000 hours i n  t h e  
l i f t s  before  I went t o  t h e  gunships.  

Q .  And. a f t e r  you joined t h e  guns on 1 February,  
when d id  you become an a i r c r a f t  commander of t h e  UH-lC? 

A. I was never an a i r c r a f t  commander i n  t h e  
U H - l C ,  sir. 

Q =  You never d i d  become one? 

A. No, s i r ,  and t h a t  was s t r i c t l y  by choice.  
. . 

Q Your d u t i e s ,  then ,  were a p i l o t  r a t h e r  than 
an a i r c r a f t  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I was an a i r c r a f t  commander i n  t h e  
l i f t  platoon p r i o r  t o  going i n t o  the  gun p la toon,  b u t  
due t o  t h e  time I e n t e r e d  t h e  gun platoon--I was expect-
i n g  t o  DEROS wi th in  s e v e r a l  months--I d i d  not  t ake  an 

. .a i r c r a f t  commander' s . job. 

(MESSINGER) 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  approximately  how much t i m e  you. . .. 
f lew uH-lC's? 

A. . Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  s l i g h t l y  less than  190 hour s ,  

Q- So your t o t a l  t o u r  was somewhere i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  1,190 hours ,  o r  1,200 hours?  . . 

A. 1,195 hour s ,  y e s ,  sir .  

Q. T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a good b i t  of t i m e  f o r  a t o u r  i n  
Vietnam. 

A. A t  t h e  t ime it was t h e  average ,  more o r  l e s s .  
When I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam it was unusual  f o r  anybody t o  
g e t  over  1,000 hours ,  b u t  due t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of o u r  ass ign-
ment, t h e  a r e a  where we were, t h e  f l y i n g  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  
whi le  we were t h e r e .  

Q .  Froln t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  i967  t o  t h e  end of your 
t o u r  i n  1968, was t h e r e  a l o t  of pe r sonne l  t u rbu lence  w i t h i n  
t h e  174th ,  as f a r  a s  t h e  p i l o t s  and a v i a t o r s  a r e  concerned? 

A. No, s ir .  I wouldn ' t  expec t  t h a t  i n  an a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  t o  beg in  wi th .  Because of t h e  n a t u r e  of o u r  ass ignment ,  
w e  have t o  work c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  
t h e  gunship you have a team l e a d e r  and a wingman, and t h e  
wingman's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  cover  t h e  team l e a d e r ,  and 
v i c e  ve r sa .  I f  you have f r i c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
o r  between t h e  teams, you a r e  n o t  going t o  be a b l e  t o  
perform your  job. 

Q- Then i n  t h e  174 th ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  l o t  o f  swi t ch ing
back and f o r t h  and up and down of  commanders? 

A. No, sir.  I on ly  had two company commanders t h a t  
I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Who were they?  
/ 

A .  Major WHEAT was t h e  company commander a t  t h e  t i m e  
I l e f t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  one. H e  w a s  on ly  t h e r e  
a couple  of months. 
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Q .  Could you r ecogn ize  t h e  name? 

A. I might,  sir. 

Q - Major GIBSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who w a s  i n  command of t h e  u n i t  
t h e  middle of  March, 1968? 

A. Major WHEAT w a s  t h e  company commander. 

Q You s u r e  o f  t h a t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  A s  I unders tand  it, M r .  MESSINGER, you s t a r t e d  
f l y i n g  t h e  gunship,  t h e  Sharks ,  on 3 February.  Did you 
s t a r t  r i g h t  away f l y i n g  mis s ions ,  o r  d i d  you r e c e i v e  some 
type  of  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t  was s t a n d a r d  procedure  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t o  r e c e i v e  a checkout i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  weapons system and i t s  use. I w a s  checked 
o u t  o r i g i n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  minigun system, as I would be  i n  
t h e  c o p i l o t  's seat f i r i n g  t h a t  weapon. 

Q C o p i l o t ' s  seat i s  t h e  l e f t  s e a t ?  

A. L e f t  seat ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay. 

A. A f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  checkout,  I had f l y i n g  mis-
s i o n s  and would r e c e i v e  o t h e r  checkouts a long  t h e  way, 
t h e  40mm system and 2 .75  r o c k e t  system. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you became q u a l i f i e d  as a 
gunner i n  t h e  UH-lC? 

A. No, s i r .  W e  d i d n ' t  have a l o t  of t ime f o r  t r a i n -
i n g ,  and normal ly ,  you could  expec t  t o  go o u t  and f i r e  t h e  
minigun one day--and t h e  r i d e  i t s e l f  would probably t a k e  
no more than  one hour--and you could  probably f l y  t h a t  same 
day. I a m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I was f l y i n g  miss ions  t h e  
n e x t  day. 
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Q I s e e .  There w a s n ' t  a formal  s i g n o f f  procedure
t h e n ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q What type  of t r a i n i n g  a s  a gunship p i l o t  d i d  
you r e c e i v e  concerning t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A .  Well, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  30 answer, 
because t h e  p o l i c i e s  were always be ing  changed wh i l e  w e  
w e r e  f l y i n g .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  around 
Duc Pho, when I f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  was con-
s i d e r e d  h o s t i l e  o r  u n f r i e n d l y .  We t h e r e f o r e ' h a d  a very  
l i m i t e d  amount of t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement. 
I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you could l o c a t e  an enemy anywhere, 
you could engage him. By t h e  t ime I l e f t ,  we were a lmost  
complete ly  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  f i r i n g  only  a f t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  
permiss ion  and it be ing  approved. They d i d ,  however, per -
m i t  us t o  engage t a r g e t s  t h a t  f i r e d  upon us.  

Q Who i s  they?  

A. The commander. Now, I d o n ' t  know where t h e s e  
o r d e r s  o r i g i n a t e d  from. This  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  t h a t  was passed  
from t h e  company commander t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  

Q I see. These a r e  ground commanders o r  a i r  
commanders? Could any a i r  commander g i v e  you permiss ion  
t o  f i r e  on a ground t a r g e t ?  

A. Normally, s i r ,  we con tac t ed  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
commander t h a t  Gas r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  i n .  

Q I s e e .  S ince  you were t h e  man on t h e  t r i g g e r ,  
s o  t o  speak ,  and under t h e  c o n t r o l  of your  a i r c r a f t  com-
mander, as I unders tand  it--how you a s  a crewman under-
s t o o d  who you could f i r e  on? When you could  f i r e  on them? 

A. Of cour se ,  it was r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  f o r  me be ing  
t h e  p i l o t  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander. I never 
f i r e d  u n l e s s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander o rde red  me t o  do s o ,  
and n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  o r d e r  form. I 
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H e  j u s t  said: "There ' s  a t a r g e t ,  w e ' l l  make.a run  on it." 
W e  g o t  t h e  permiss ion  normally from t h e  u n i t  t o  which 
w e  w e r e  a s s igned  f o r  t h e  day. For i n s t a n c e ,  on a combat 
a s s a u l t  w i t h  a company, we would have t h e  company commander's 
r a d i o  f requency,  and any t i m e  du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  w e  spo t -
t e d  what w e  thought  w a s  a t a r g e t ,  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  company 
commander and r eques t ed  permiss ion t o  f i r e .  

Q I see. Did you a c t u a l l y  f l y  t h e  gunrun, or 
d i d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander f l y  t h e  gunrun? 

A. The a i r c r a f t  commander f lew t h e  gunrun, sir. 

Q Always? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The r o c k e t s  are f i r e d  from t h e  r i g h t  
s e a t ,  s o  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i r e  t h e  r o c k e t s  you have t o  be  f l y i n g  
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q I see. So t h a t  any maneuvers of t h e  a i r c r a f t  
t o  engage t h e  t a r g e t  would be accomplished by t h e  a i r c r a f t  
commander who would p h y s i c a l l y  maneuver t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you engage your  miniguns from t h e  l e f t  
s e a t  when he  s a i d  t h e r e  was a t a r g e t  t o  engage? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I n  t h e  f l y i n g  of your miss ions  d u r i n g  February 
and March of 1968, when you were a new gunman, and which, 
as I unders tand ,  i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from a l i f t  p i l o t ,  
c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  must have been some thoughts  go through 
your mind about  when t o  engage, and a l l  of t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  
of shoot ing .  Do 17ou r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t s n c e  r i g h t  
a f t e r  you became a Shark when some doubts came t o  your  
mind? You d i d n ' t  know when t o  f i r e ,  i f  you should  f i r e ,  
i f  perhaps  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander's d e c i s i o n  might n o t  
have been what you thought  it should  be? 

A. I ' d  have t o  s ay  no t o  t h a t ,  s i r .  I was r a t h e r  
f o r t u n a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  wh i l e  I se rved  w i t h  them t h e r e  
w a s  r e a l l y  n o t  a whole l o t  happening. 
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The m a j o r i t y  
normally eng 
l i f t  s h i p s .  

of  my f l i g h t  t i m e  i n  t h e  gunsh ips ,  w e  were 
,aged i n  suppres s ive  f i r e  whi le  l a n d i n g  t h e  

Other  t han  t h a t ,  we were c a l l e d  o u t  t o  s t r i k e  
a s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t ,  and most of t h e s e  occas ions  w e  were 
a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  were 
a t t a c k i n g ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  whether o r  n o t  
w e  should be a t t a c k i n g .  

Q What w a s  going on h e r e  t h e  end of ~ a n u a r ~ ,1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The end of January we had a r a t h e r  
l a r g e  o f f e n s i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  and, a s  a 
m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t h e  NVA were a t t empt ing  t o  over run  Quang 
Ngai . 
Q Was t h i s  Te t?  

A. R igh t ,  b u t  I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  l i f t  p l a t o o n  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  and I d i d n ' t  j o i n  t h e  guns u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  
T e t  a f f a i r ,  s o  t h i n g s  had calmed down cons ide rab ly .  

Q Did you j o i n  t h e  guns by your own c h o i c e ,  
o r  were you ass igned?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  my own choice .  

Q Do you remember t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  you k i l l e d  
anybody by p u l l i n g  t h e  t r i g g e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q T e l l  me about  it. 

A. Wel l ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it concerns  My L a i ,  
which w e  have been t a l k i n g  about ,  o r  which we a r e  going 
t o  t a l k  about.  

Q I t  does  concern My Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Okay, w e l l ,  l e t ' s  ho ld  o f f  on it. T h a t ' s  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime you k i l l e d  anybody, i n  t h e  My Lai  a f f a i r  of 
16 March? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. Now t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  confirmed and 
I c a n ' t  even c a l l  it a confirmed k i l l ,  because normally 
o u r  conf i rmat ion  comes from t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  and w e  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  it. 

Q .  Okay. A f t e r  you jo ined  t h e  guns and b e f o r e  
t h e  My L a i .  a f f a i r  o f  16 March 1968, do you recall any 
c r e w  c h i e f s ,  gunners of t h e  Sharks g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  ' 

A. No, s ir ,  I don ' t .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  
i n  t h e  guns wh i l e  I was over  t h e r e .  I recall one c r e w  
c h i e f  be ing  i n j u r e d  when a minigun blew up, and I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  whether o r  n o t  I w a s  i n  t h e  p la toon  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  it has  been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n c i d e n t  somewhere i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame. A c r e w  c h i e f  
g o t  s h o t  by h o s t i l e  f i r e  and g o t  p r e t t y  badly wounded--
he l i v e d ,  b u t  he was p r e t t y  w e l l  chopped up; This  was 
supposed t o  have angered t h e  Sharks. 

A. This  was a gunship c r e w  c h i e f ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ?  Okay, do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  
o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any gunruns on v i l l a g e s  i n  a h o s t i l e  
a r e a  o t h e r  than  My Lai  p r i o r  t o  1 6  March? 

.A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Would you t e l l  me about t h a t ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. The one t h a t  comes t o  mind immediately w a s  
a v i l l a g e  we w e r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  a t t a c k  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I t  
was a c t u a l l y  e a s t  of Quang Ngai, south of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q E a s t  of Quang Ngai and south of t h e  Song Tra Khuc 
River? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  c a l l e d  it t h e  Quang Ngai River. I ' m  
s u r e  t h e r e  were o t h e r  t imes t h a t  w e  were c a l l e d  i n ,  ' b u t  t h i s  
one comes t o  my mind because connected wi th  t h e  day,  t h e r e  
was ' two o r  t h r e e  fixed-wing a i r c r a f t  s p o t t e d  f o r  us  t h a t  day. 
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Q These were A i r  Force a i r c r a f t ?  

' A. No s i r ,  they  were Amy o b s e r v e r s .  

Q I see. 

A. And w e  were c a l l e d  up and g iven  a miss ion  
t o  a t t a c k  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  a r ea .  The fixed-wing obse rve r s  
were d i r e c t i n g  o u r  f i r e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  ground. 

Q Were t h e r e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  an awful . 
l o t  of people  t h a t  day,  a s  I remember, though. I t  was 
r e l a t i v e l y  empty f o r  a v i l l a g e ,  i f  t h e r e  were any people  
t h e r e  a t  a l l .  

t 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any people  t h e r e ?  

A. I would h a t e  t o  swear t o  i t ,  sir .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  w e r e  people .  I b e l i e v e  I saw peop le ,  b u t  t h e  e v e n t s  
g e t  mixed up after a couple  of y e a r s .  

Q. Well,  t h e  a t t a c k  of  a village--now c o r r e c t  
m e  i f  I ' m  wrong, b u t '  a  gunship p i l o t  l i k e s  a p o s i t i v e  
p o i n t  t a r g e t  r a t h e r  than j u s t  sp ray ing  f i r e  i n  an a r ea .  
You want t o  have something p o s i t i v e  and d e f i n i t i v e ,  t h e r e -
f o r e  it would s e e m  t o  me t h a t  such a gunrun o r  such an 
a t t a c k  would k ind  of s t i c k  o u t  i n  p r e t t y  good shape.  Do you 
r e c a l l  any more s p e c i f i c s  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir .  I remember t h e  obse rve r  i n  t h e  
fixed-wing c a l l e d  us up, because he had s p o t t e d  enemy 
t roops  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  d i r e c t e d  our  f i r e  t o  t h e  west  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a t r e e  l i n e  o r  a long  a t r e e  l i n e  
i n  s e v e r a l  hootches ,  and we made o u r  a t t a c k s  t o  t h a t  
a r ea .  He r e l e a s e d  us a t  t h e  end of t h e  mi s s ion ,  as socn 
a s  t h e  job was f i n i s h e d .  

Q Did you expend a l l  of your ordnance? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d i d .  

Q You emptied o u t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  W e  r e f u e l e d  and rearmed a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
I be l i eve ,  and c a l l e d  back LZ Dot t i e ,  which was j u s t  nor th  
of there--and a f t e r  we r e f u e l e d  and rearmed w e  c a l l e d  t h e  
observer ,  and he s a i d  we weren' t needed anymore. 

Q - Was it a FAC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

It  was a FAC?Q 8 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Do you know what FAC i s ?  

A. Forward a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l l e r .  

Q Is t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force o r  Army? 

A. I may be mistaken a s  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  terminology, 
s i r ,  b u t  we c a l l  it FAC. Tha t ' s  t h e  easy way t o  t e l l  what 
was t h e r e ,  

Q I see. You d o n ' t  remeniber h i s  c a l l  s i g n ,  by 
any chance? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  bu t  I th ink  i f  you 
had a l i s t  of t h e  c a l l  s igns . .  . 
Q How about Melix? 

A. No, s i r ,  it wasn ' t  Helix t h a t  day. 

Q It wasn ' t  Helix? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Helix was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  A i r  Force FAC 
t h a t  they used throughout t h e  a rea .  

A. I t  was l i k e  Black Ace o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
We worked p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  same group of people a l l  t h e  
t ime, and we d i d  work f o r  Helix a i r c r a f t  a t  t imes ,  b u t  
n o t  t h a t  day. 
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Q L e t ' s  move up t o  about 15 March. Do you r e c a l l  
a t t e n d i n g  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  be conducted on 
1 6  March i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  P i n k v i l l e ,  a s  I 
b e l i e v e  it was c a l l e d ,  i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker? 
The o p e r a t i o n  t o  be conducted on 16 March was a p r e t t y  
good-sized o p e r a t i o n .  I t  inc luded  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of 
a l a r g e  number of  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  t o  be c a r r i e d  by t h e  
s l i c k s  of  t h e  174 th ,  and inc luded  f i r e  suppor t  of Task 
Force Barker  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  aero-scout  
company of  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  This  My Lai  ( 4 )  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be a p r e t t y  h o t  a r ea .  American f o r c e s  
d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e  every  day,  and t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  should  have brought  o u t  t h e s e  p o i n t s  p l u s  
o t h e r s ,  I would t h i n k .  Can you r e c a l l  any of t h e .  
b r i e f i n g  concerning t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  A s  I remember, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
of  some s i z e ,  and,  of cou r se ,  n a t u r a l l y  b e f o r e  any miss ion 
w e  had a b r i e f i n g .  Unless it was a major o p e r a t i o n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  would p r i m a r i l y  c o n s i s t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders 
o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  be ing  b r i e f e d  and p a s s i n g  a long  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  t h ?  n e x t  day. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  p i l o t  d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e s e  
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. For an average ,  everyday  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  p i l o t  
wasn' t needed a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q W e l l ,  how about  15  March, can you r e c a l l  a t t end -
i n g  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h a t ?  

\ 

A. I would say  t h e r e  was one. Y ' e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  i t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  I was. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
I was a t  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you Map Shee t  6739 11, 
1:50,000. I t  i s  E x h i b i t  MAP-5. I t  shows t h e  g e n e r a l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of 1 6  March. 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  t o  t h e  
s t a t e d  e x h i b i t .  ) 
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Q. Do you recognize t h i s  a e r i a l  photo (Exhibi t  

P-1) a s  being t h a t  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 


(Witness t a k e s  Exhibi t  P-1 from LTC PATTERSON.) 

A. Yes, sir,  I do. 

Q. The records  i n d i c a t e ,  M r .  MESSINGER, t h a t  

you flew 6.3 h o u r s - o n  16 March, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir,  according t o  my copies  o f  my records ,  
it is. 

Q. I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  that you f lew a UH-lC,  a gun-
sh ip ,  t h a t  day? 

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q. With map o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  I have given you 

and a f e e l  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  

i n  support  of t h i s  opera t ion?  


A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q. Can you s t a r t  from t h e  beginning of your ac t iv -  
i t i e s  on 1 6  March a t  Duc Pho, your a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you 

-	 can r e c a l l ,  M r .  MESSINGER--from t h e  time t h a t  you s t a r t e d  
your UH-LC. I b e l i e v e  it must have been a t  Duc Pho on 
t h e  morning of 1 6  March, and w i l l  you run us r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  
through your mission time on s t a t i o n ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I wouldn't be s u r e  

of t o  s t a r t  out  with i s  the  t imes ,  and, of course ,  a l o t  

of d e t a i l s  would be ou t .  Okay, we took o f f  from Duc Pho 

and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  t o  allow them t i n e  t o  g e t  

up and land a t  t h e  PZ and pick up the  t roops .  We d i d n ' t  

have t o  be t h e r e  u n t i l  they were ready t o  t ake  o f f .  The 


. s l i c k s  landed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of LZ Dottie--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Okay, j u s t  a  moment now. Do you 
have a f e e l  f o r  about what t i m e  t h i s  was? 
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A. It was i n  t h e  morning, t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I 
could say.  

Q. Around noontime? 

A. No, sir.  I would say  c l o s e r  t o  0700 o r  0800 i n  
t h e  morning. 

Q. 0700 o r  0800 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. The s l i c k s  p icked  up t h e i r  f i r s t  l oad .  W e  formed 
up a l o n g s i d e - - i t  i s  normal f o r  gunships  t o  e s c o r t  s l i c k s - -  
and took them o v e r  t o  t h e  L Z ,  which i s  j u s t  west  of My La i  
( 4 )  i n  a l a r g e  r i c e  paddy a r e a .  It was a good L Z ,  because 
t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of f l a t ,  open ground f o r  them t o  land  i n .  
I b e l i e v e  t h e y  landed i n  a f l i g h t  of s i x ,  t h a t  would be 
vees  of t h r e e  i n  t r a i l ,  and I was cove r ing  t h e  l e f t ,  west  
s i d e ,  which would be t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  We prepped t h e  LZ,  e s c o r t e d  
i n  t h e  second l i f t  and--there I ' m  n o t  s u r e  j u s t  how many 
s o r t i e s  t h e y  had t o  make. I do remember e s c o r t i n g  twice .  

A f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground,  w e  broke o f f  
and set up o u r  normal reconna issance  f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  
a r e a .  Now, i f  t h e r e  was an extreme amount of  f i r e  coming o u t  
of an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s ,  we would s e t  up i n  a normal gunrun 
p o s i t i o n  and make o u r  pas s  a t  t h e  t a r g e t s .  Not t o o  much 
was going on a t  t h e  t ime ,  s o  we set  up i n  a low- leve l ,  recon-
na issance- type  t h i n g  i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 )  . W e  f l ew 
c i r c l e s  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  f l ew c i r c l e s  around t h e  
t r o o p s  and sp read  o u t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  n o r t h  of  521. We 
w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  n o r t h  of t h e  road and, I t h i n k ,  a s  you men- 
t i o n e d ,  t h e  aero-scouts  were down t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  road ,  
s o  w e  j u s t  k ind  of  c i r c l e d  t h e  a r e a ,  keeping an eye o u t  f o r  
whatever  w a s  happening. Now, I r e c a l l  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t s  i n  My Lai .  I have been t r y i n g  t o  remember t h e  
o r d e r  i n  which t h e y  f e l l ,  and I ' m  n o t  100 p e r c e n t  s u r e ,  
s o  l e t  m e  j u s t  go over  t h e  t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  we had occur  
wh i l e  w e  were f l y i n g .  We were heading t o  t h e  east ,  j u s t  
sou th  of My L a i - - t h e r e ' s  a  p a t h  t h a t  shows up much b e t t e r  
on your b i g  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  w a l l  map, E x h i b i t  MAP-1). 
May I use t h i s  p i c t u r e  map? 

Q. Yes. 

' : .  

15 , APP T-147 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. A t  t h e  time w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  number two. W e  w e r e  
t h e  l ead  sh ip .  The p la toon l e a d e r  was i n  my a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day. 

Q. You were f l y i n g  wi th  Captain-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Captain MCCRARY. 

Q- .Captain MCCRARY. 

A. But a t  t h e  t ime,  we were f l y i n g  t h e  second a i r c r a f t .  
W e  w e r e  f l y i n g  p a r a l l e l  wi th  t h i s  pa th  which i s  along he re . '  

Q. Which i s  along t h e  south edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. The a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  l e a d  s a i d  something over  t h e  
intercom about  see ing  somebody, he made an extremely sha rp  
t u r n  and r o l l e d  i n t o  t h e  nor th ,  and f i r e d  a couple of rockets .  
There was a man running along t h i s  t r a i l  wi th  a weapon, a r if le .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
wa l l  map), which i s  running t o  t h e  south and then  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  on t h e  sou theas t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. He was moving t o  t h e  e a s t  q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what t h e  message was over  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  we go t  
enough of t h e  message ac ross  t o  look o u t  and s e e  t h e  man. They 
d i d n ' t  have adequate t ime t o  s e t  up an adequate run,  and a s  
they broke o f f  we s e t  up a good path and made our  run i n .  This  
i s  t h e  only man t h a t  I could poss ib ly  guarantee t h a t  I k i l l e d  
i n  Vietnam. A s  I say ,  most of t h e  time t h e r e  wasn ' t  a whole 
l o t  happening, a t  l e a s t  n o t  what you could see .  We s e t  up 
our pass ,  I f i r e d  t h e  miniguns, t h e  man turned  north up t h i s  
small  t r a i l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and r i g h t  where t h e s e  t r e e s  are--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The sou theas t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We l o s t  s i g h t  of him as  he turned up t h a t  t r a i l ,  
we f i r e d  the  miniguns on up t h e  t r a i l ,  we broke o f f ,  and j u s t  
as we flew over  the  t o p  of t h e  a r e a  t h e  crew chief  s a i d ,  
"You got  him." We came back around on our second p a s s ,  and t h e  
lead  s h i p  confirmed t h e  man was sprawled face  down, apparent ly  
dead. We came back over ,  confirmed i t ,  and l e f t .  Now, t h e  
reason I c a n ' t  confirm this--we marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  wi th  smoke, 
because t h e r e  was a weapon a t  t h a t  loca t ion .  The ground t roops  
a t  t h e  time were t o  t h e  west of t h i s  l a r g e  t r a i l  here  t h a t  
runs south o u t  of about the  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We marked 
t h i s  a rea  with smoke and we t r i e d  t o  keep i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  

(MESSINGER) , 1 6  APP T-147 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


where we could keep an eye on him, b u t  we were unable  t o ,  due 
t o  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  a c t i v i t y  a long  t h e  n o r t h  of My La i .  There 
were hundreds of people  running o u t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  from 
My La i  and we were t r y i n g  t o  keep them a t  l e a s t  i n  towards t h e  
v i l l a g e .  This  was p a r t  of ou r  miss ion ,  i f  we cou ld ,  t o  c o n t r o l  
t h i s  exodus s o  t h a t  t h e  ground t r o o p s  could  come i n  and ques- 
t i o n  t h e  peop le ,  o r  s e a r c h  them o r  whatever  t hey  needed t o  do. 
The ground t r o o p s  were i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They 
were moving somewhat s lowly f o r  some reason .  We marked t h e  
a r e a  w i th  smoke and were gone f o r  a whi le .  W e  came back t o  
check it l a t e r ,  probably one-half  hour  l a t e r  o r  s o ,  b u t  t h e  
man and t h e  weapon were gone, s o  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a confirmed 
s i g h t i n g .  By t h e  t ime t h a t  ground t r o o p s  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  
w a s  no th ing .  Now t h e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occu r red  was i n  
t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  over  i n  t h e  west  
s i d e ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  you g e t  t o  t h i s  major  p a t h ,  which i s  on 
t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I would approximate it h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You're p o i n t i n g  now due sou th  of My La i  approxi-  
mately  300 rnetzrs.  

A. Le t  me move t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  I would approximate 
it h e r e ,  nea r  t h i s  clump of t r e e s .  I r e c a l l  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  
be ing  t o  t h e  wes t .  I t  was approximately  h e r e ,  almost  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  sou th .  

Q =  The a r e a  he i s  p o i n t i n g  t o ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  i s  
j u s t  n o r t h  of Highway 521, and due sou th  of My L a i .  The 
a r e a  n o r t h  would be about 150 meters .  

A. A t  t h i s  s i t e  we s p o t t e d  an enemy s o l d i e r .  The 
reason  w e  knew he was an enemy, he was c a r r y i n g  m i l i t a r y  
web g e a r ,  and a p i s t o l  b e l t  and shou lde r  ha rnes s .  
A s  I r e c a l l  w e  were low l e v e l  a t  t h e  t ime and t h e  doorgunners 
f i r e d  a t  t h i s  man. He f e l l  down, a p p a r e n t l y  dead. We marked 
t h i s  a r e a  w i t h  smoke. The ground t r o o p s  were w e s t  of My L a i  
and sou th  moving towards t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and they  were a b l e  
t o  b reak  o f f  a smal l  u n i t .  F ive  o r  s i x  men came down t o  check 
o u t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  I r e c a l l  t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  because when 
t h e  ground t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t hey  took t h e  web 
g e a r  o f f  t h e  man and he ld  it up s o  t h a t  we cou ld  s e e  t h a t  
t hey  had found what we had s e n t  them t o .  The t h i r d  i n c i -  
d e n t  t h a t  occu r red  t h a t  day w a s  a long  Highway 521. We c a l l  
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it a  highway; a l a r g e  pa th  is  what it appeared t o  be. There 
w a s  a man running from e a s t  t o  w e s t  j u s t  about due south where 
we had r e c e n t l y  k i l l e d  t h e  man. A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  
from west t o  east j u s t  n o r t h  of t h a t  pa th  s o  I was unable t o  
see t h e  man. The a i r c r a f t  commander, Captain MCCRARY, made 
an extremely t i g h t ,  s h o r t  turn--the reason I can r e c a l l  t h i s  
i s  w e  darn n e a r  crashed when he d i d  i t - -but  he had s p o t t e d  
a  man with. a  weapon walking along t h e  path.  A t  t h e  t i m e  
he was running. As soon a s  he heard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s a w  us, 
he r e a l i z e d  he ought t o  move. W e  spun around, t h e  doorgun 
engaged t h e  t a r g e t ,  and t h e  man headed o f f  t h e  path approximately 
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  which i s  where t h e  pa th  coming o u t  of t h e  
c e n t e r  of Ny Lai  runs t o  t h e  south and jo ins  521. The man 
went i n t o  t h e  t r e e s  and we continued t o  suppress  when w e  
could see  him. He moved t o  t h e  west along t h i s  tree l i n e  
and we l o s t  s i g h t  of him i n  t h e  o t h e r  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  runs 
sou theas t  of 521. He broke o u t  i n  t h e  open f o r  j u s t  a 
second and we g o t  a few more s h o t s  a t  him. H e  went i n t o  t h e  
t r e e  l i n e .  We l o s t  s i g h t  of t h e  man, bu t  t h e  crew f e l t  t h a t  
he was a t  l e a s t  wounded. W e  marked t h i s  a rea  wi th  smoke, 
and again ,  t h e  ground t roops  came down. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  
same u n i t  t h a t  was up here .  They had a radiotelephone wi th  
them and we were i n  con tac t  with them asking them t o  come over  
and check o u t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  They moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and 
were unable t o  f i n d  anything. Now a f t e r  a l l  of t h i s ,  we spen t  
some t i m e  f l y i n g  around t o  t h e  e a s t ,  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  beach, 
checking over an a r e a  which had been h o t  t h e  l a s t  few days. 
We d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything more i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  around there 
t h a t  day. Of course,  once we r a n  low on f u e l  we re tu rned  t o  
LZ D o t t i e ,  rearmed and re fue led ,  and I be l i eve  we came back 
one more t ime with a load of f u e l  without  f i r i n g  anything,  
re turned  t o  Dot t ie  f o r  f u e l ,  and then re tu rned  back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q - L e t  me ask you some ques t ions  about some key p o i n t s .  
A s  I understand it ,  you took o f f  from Duc Pho separa te  from t h e  
s l i c k s  and joined up with them? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where you joined up with them? 

A. LZ Dot t ie .  

Q - You joined up with them a s  they were t ak ing  o f f  
from LZ Dot t ie?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  didn' t --when I mentioned t h e  t i m e ,  I 
s a i d  0700 o r  0800. Normally a combat a s s a u l t  would have been 
e a r l i e r ,  b u t  I f e e l  it was l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning. 
W e  d i d n ' t  go  i n  0500 o r  0600 l i k e  w e  normal ly  wen t ,  because  
everybody w a s  wide awake and f r e s h  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  and w e  

L d i d n ' t  a l low t h e  normal t i m e  i n t e r v a l s  between t h e  s l i c k s  
and t h e  guns. W e  were f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  them, s o  w e  had t o  o r -  
b i t  o v e r  LZ ~ o t t i e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  t o  p i c k  up t h e  
t r o o p s .  

Q. The j o u r n a l  i n d i c a t e s ,  and t h e  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e ,  
t h a t  t h e  touchdown of  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  was a t  0730. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q - With t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  and w i t h  t h a t  a s  a p l ann ing  
f i g u r e ,  what t i m e  would you t h e n  s a y  t h a t  you t ook  o f f  from 
Duc Pho? 

A. Tha t  w a s  t h e  touchdown t i m e  a t  t h e  LZ? 

Right .  

A. I would s a y  w e  l e f t  Duc Pho a t  0645. 

Q- Okay. 

A. P l u s  o r  minus. 

Q- The range  of your  a i r b o r n e  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  your  
r e f u e l i n g  t h e n ,  w i t h  t h a t  0645 o r  0700 takeoff--would you 
have had t o  r e f u e l  and go o f f  s t a t i o n ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  no l a t e r  t h a n  0900. 

Q. Tha t  would be r i g h t  a t  t h e  v e r y  l i m i t ,  wou ldn ' t  
i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a l l owing  t h e  15 minu t e s ,  i f  w e  took o f f  a s  
l a t e  as 0700, w e  normal ly  c a r r y  2 hou r s  of f u e l .  Th i s  l e f t  
u s  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l ,  I mean ample f u e l ,  t o  g e t  back t o  
o u r  r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t .  

Q. . Okay. Now a s  you f l ew down from D o t t i e  w i t h  t h e  
s l i c k s ,  do you r e c a l l  how many s l i c k s  w e r e  i n  t h a t  fo rmat ion?  
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A. No, sir.. . - I d o n ' t .  A s  I s t a t e d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  
s i x  a i r c r a f  t. 

Q - The record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  were n i n e ,  which 
I j u s t  b r i n g  up a s  a  ma t t e r  of r e c a l l .  You s t a t e d  t h a t  they  
landed t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i n  t h e  LZ immediately t o  t h e  n o r t h  of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. Now by t h e  map and by t h e  p i c t u r e ,  
e i ther  one, I c a n ' t  l o c a t e  it i n  my mind t h e  exac t  LZ. I 
had t h e  impression t h a t  it was somewhat southwest of My L a i ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  a r e a  h e r e  t h a t  my mind r e c a l l s  they  landed 
i n .  

Q- We've had o t h e r  testimony which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  LZ was r i g h t  i n  t h i s  open paddy a r e a ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of t h i s  l i t t l e  east-west  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  came o u t  from t h e  
s t ream ( i n d i c a t i n g  west of My L a i ) .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Does t h a t  look somewhat f a m i l i a r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  For some reason I had t h e  impression 
t h a t  it was f u r t h e r  south  of t h a t ,  bu t  it was a l a r g e ,  open 
one l i k e  t h a t  one t h a t  you poin ted  t o  i n  t h e  west. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any a r t i l l e r y  being used on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, b u t  it 
could have been. 

Q =  And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you prepped? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q How many runs d i d  you make, do you r e c a l l ?  
I 

A. We were t h e  l e a d  sh ip .  

, Q "  You were t h e  lead  sh ip?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  a t  t h i s  time I was f l y i n g  with Captain 
MCCRARY. We should have made--
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a .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. Do you r e c a l l  how many you 

,made? 


A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  one o r  two. 

Q"  Do you r e c a l l  what you suppressed ,  o r  where you 
, 

suppressed?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  I was f l y i n g  on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  which would be t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  s l i c k s .  There 
w a s  e i t h e r  a t r e e  l ine- -yes ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it shows a smal l  t r e e  
l i n e  h e r e .  I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e  t h e r e  t h a t  
I p u t  my s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e  i n t o .  

Q - That  sma l l  s t ream on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph 

( E x h i b i t  P-1).  By t h e  way, t h e  s c a l e  i s  about  1 inch  e q u a l s  

about  80 meters .  So maybe about  200  m e t e r s  t h e r e ' s  a 

tree l i n e  running  n o r t h  and sou th  and t h e r e  a r e  some t r e e s  

as you can s e e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h e r e .  That  would 

have been a tree l i n e  g e n e r a l l y  running n o r t h  and sou th  he re  

on t h i s  s k e t c h ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir.' 

Q - Okay, your ship-- the  l e a d  s h i p  t hen  took t h e  

westernmost f l a n k  of t h e  LZ. 


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was--as I r e c a l l  w e  on ly  had one 
team t h a t  day. No, t h e r e  were f o u r ,  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  gunships 
on t h a t  l i f t .  Myself ,  Captain  MCCRARY, and ou r  wingman were on 
t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  

Q. You s a i d  t h e r e  were f o u r  gunships?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  gun t h a t  came from t h e  aero- 

s c o u t s ?  


A. There were f6ur  gunships  cove r ing  t h e  s l i c k s  

when they  went i n t o  t h e  LZ,  two on e i t h e r  s i d e .  


Q. Do you know who t h i s  o t h e r  gun team was? 

(MESSINGER) 21 APP T-147 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, sir, I don' t .  

Q. .mat makes you s o  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two gun 
teams? 

A. I s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was. A s  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g
-along, I looked ac ross  and watched t h e  o t h e r  team f l y i n g  9n 

cover  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q - Who would have c o n t r o l  of t h i s  o t h e r  gun team? 
Who would have exe rc i sed  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  g iv ing  them 
t h e i r  mission? 

A. One of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders i n  t h e  gunships 
would have been de lega ted  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n t r o l l e r  f o r  t h e  
l i f t .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  t h e r e  were t e n  d i f f e r e n t  companies 
t h a t  t h e  gun teams came from, they  would choose between Cap- 
t a i n  MCCRARY o r  whoever t h e  s e n i o r  a i r c r a f t  commander was a s  
t o  who would c o n t r o l  t h e  gunships o v e r a l l .  Now, i f  a l l  f o u r  
came from o t h e r  companies, of course ,  Captain MCCRARY would con-
t r o l  them. Now t h a t  I s t a r t e d  on it, we had two Sharks,  t h a t  
w a s  a l l  w e  had up t h e r e .  And t h e  reason I know t h i s  i s  when 
w e  broke f o r  recon around t h e  a r e a ,  t h e r e  w e r e  only t h e  two 
of us ,  nobody e l s e  from our company was the re .  So it would 
have probably been t h e  Warlords t h a t  were going t o  be re-
conning, and they would h e l p  suppor t  t h e  landing. 

Q. T h a t ' s  a  deduction? 
\ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Did you a t  any time opera te ,  o t h e r  than  a t  My . . . .Lai ,  
wi th  j u s t  one gun team? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. One s h i p  on one f l ank  and t h e  o t h e r  s h i p  on t h e  
o t h e r  f lank?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  When you a r e  i n  a 
gunship,  you make a  pass  and break o f f ,  you have abso lu te ly  
no p r o t e c t i o n  o u t  t o  your s i d e .  Well you have some t o  t h e  s i d e  
from your door gunner, b u t  i n  le f t -hand t u r n s  t h e  door gunner 
i s  going t o  be back a t  an angle ,  i t ' s  going t o  be d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  him t o  suppress any f i r e  which would be coming i n .  hat's 
why we always worked i n  p a i r s ,  s o  t h e  wingman could cover when 
you break o u t  i n t o  your run. 
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.. Q The r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were j u s t  two 
Sharks involved  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and a s  I have i n d i c a t e d  
t h e r e  were n i n e  s l i c k s .  Four of t h e  n i n e  s l i c k s  came from t h e  
7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company and were c a l l e d  R a t t l e r s .  Do you r e c a l l  
what t h e i r  gunships  were c a l l e d ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h e  F i r e b i r d s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  having F i r e b i r d s  on s t a t i o n ?  
C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  would have used t h e i r  own c a l l  s i g n s .  

A. No, s i r .  A s  I s a i d ,  I ' m  c e r t a i n  as I can be t h a t  
t h e r e  were f o u r  gunsh ips ,  b u t  who t h e  o t h e r  two w e r e  I c a n ' t  
say. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  companies i n  t h e  
1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  b e s i d e s  t h e  174th  and t h e  71s t ?  ' 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  176th.  

Q. What was t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. The Minutemen were t h e  s l i c k  s h i p s  and t h e  Muskets 
w e r e  t h e  gunships .  

Q . 
You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Muskets on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you know what t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of  t h e  123d aero-
s c o u t  u n i t  was? 

A. I ' m  a l i t t l e  confused on t h e  123d. The s c o u t  p la -
toon ,  t h e  Warlords,  used t o  be t h e  1 6 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company, 
which was i n  t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vie t -
nam. T h e i r  c a l l  s i g n  when I a r r i v e d  was--I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  
c a l l  s i g n  now. 

Q- The gunships  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. Ne i the r  one,  t hey  had s l i c k  s h i p s  and gunships .  
Sometime around t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of 1968 o r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
1967, t h e  1 6 1 s t  was s e n t  up t o  Chu La i  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  base  camp 
than  they  had p r e v i o u s l y  used and were o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  

Q. Could they  have been c a l l e d  Scorpions? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir,  

Q- Do you r ecogn ize  Scorpions? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Could you have t a l k e d  t o  Scorpions  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. A t  t h e  t i m e  t hey  were o rgan ic  t o  A m e r i c a l ,  
and I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  on ly  ca l l  s i g n  t h e y  used w a s  
Warlord. 

Q- W e  have no o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion ,  M r .  MESSINGER, t h a t  
t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  gun team t h a t  day o t h e r  t han  t h e  Sharks .  
The Scorp ions  w e r e  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  aero-scout  m i s -
s i o n ,  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  LZ. However t h a t  does n o t  
mean t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I would l i k e  f o r  you, as 
w e  go through it now, t o  t h i n k  about  it and t h i n k  about  
f l y i n g  around t h e  a r e a  he re .  C e r t a i n l y  i n  t i g h t  t u r n s ,  and 
low l e v e l s ,  w i t h  o t h e r  gunship invo lved ,  t h e r e  would have been 
a l o t  of  concern,  a t  l eas t  i n  your mind, and I ' m  s u r e  Capta in  
MCCRARY's mind, about  mida i r ?  

A. Y e s ,  , s ir .  

Q - T r y  t o  recal l  any i n s t a n c e s  of  s h i p s  t h a t  you 
were involved  wi th .  

A. Th is  i s  why I s a i d  awhi le  back t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  a i r -  
c r a f t  of t h e  1 6 1 s t  were working sou th  of 521. A t  l e a s t  t h i s  , 
i s  my unders tanding  from looking  back,  and w e  s t a y e d  n o r t h  
w i t h -  t h e  excep t ion  of t h i s  one man up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - W e l l ,  t h e  one t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  s t a y i n g  
s o u t h ,  t h e  1 6 1 s t ,  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  123d aero-scouts?  

A .i y e s ,  s i r ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what t hey  were. 

Q - Well,  I ' m  ask ing  you. Our in format ion  w a s  t h a t  
it was Company B ,  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  Could t h o s e  
gunships  h a v e , s u p p o r t e d  t h a t  l i f t ?  . . 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  You do  n o t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Mus- 
k e t s  o r  F i r e b i r d s ?  
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A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ions .  
However t h e r e  could  have been some t h a t  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n ,  
or--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  'What r a d i o  d i d  t h e  gunsh ips  
use  f o r  a i r - t o - a i r  cornrn~nications? 

A. Normally, we used t h e  VHF r a d i o  f o r  gun 
communication. On a combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e r e  w a s  always 
a UHF frequency which was a s s igned  t o  be used between 
t h e  s l i c k s  and t h e  guns. 

Q You had ano the r  r a d i o  i n  a gunship? 

A. And i n  a d d i t i o n  w e  had t h e  FM which w a s  
used  f o r  a i r - to -ground  c o n t a c t .  

0- You do n o t  r e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  prep?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q The r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a 3 t o  5-
minute a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was p l aced  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
LZ,  o r  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  A s  you r o l l e d  i n  f o r  
suppres s ion  r u n s ,  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  was some c o o r d i n a t i o n  
made somehow, w i t h  someone, r e g a r d i n g  gunships  be ing  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  be ing  c u t  o f f .  D o  you 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  T h a t ' s  why I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  On o u r  normal opera t ions- - I 'm r e l y i n g  
p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  u n i t  we suppor t ed  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
B r i g a d e ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam--we a t tempted  t o  set  up 
t h a t  on a l l  combat a s s a u l t s  approximately  30 seconds 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  touchdown of  t h e  s l i c k s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
would c u t  o f f .  The gunships  would make t h e i r  suppres-
s i v e  f i r e  as soon a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had ended w i t h i n  
30 seconds of  t h e  touchdown of t h e  s l i c k s .  So i f  t h e r e  
had been an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p ,  it must have been c u t  o f f  
p r i o r  t o  ou r  a r r i v a l ,  maybe a s  e a r l y  as 2 minutes  
p r i o r  t o  o u r  a r r i v a l .  

Q - Is t h a t  a normal t ime t o  l e a v e  an LZ open 
wi thou t  suppression--2 minutes?  

A. NO,  sir.  
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Q- How many gunruns would you make i n  2 minutes? 

A. I f  you had two a i r c r a f t  on a gunrun you could 
make four  passes .  T h a t ' s  two from eacfi a i r c r a f t .  

Q You have a l ready descr ibed  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
making a gunrun somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a  of a tree l i n e  
t o  t h e  west of  t h e  LZ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any gunruns on t h e  west 
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don't. .  And 1.'m confused as  t o  
why t h e r e  wasn ' t  a gun team covering t h a t ,  unless  I ' m  
mistaken i n  remembering where w e  were, because s u r e l y  
suppress ive  f i r e  would have been used along t h e  v i l l a g e .  
This would be one of  t h e  p o i n t s  where they  would expect  
f i r e .  

Q From a gunman's p o i n t  of view, which f lank 
of t h a t  LZ would have been t h e  most s e r i o u s  a s  f a r  as 
coverage i s  concerned f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  
and t h e  t roops?  

A. Your i n f a n t r y  u n i t  i s  coming i n  and moving 
t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  west f lank  is  t h e  exposed 
one. I f  they a r e  r ece iv ing  f i r e  from the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  i s  going t o  a t t a c k  t h a t ,  whereas nobody i s  
over  on t h e  w e s t ,  and i t ' s  our  job t o  p r o t e c t  t h a t  open 
f lank .  Now t h e r e  should have been a prep alongside 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A s  I understand it though, the  purpose of 
a gunship suppression f o r  combat a s s a u l t s  i s  p r imar i ly  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  a s  they come i n ,  u n t i l  they 
g e t  up t o  a l t i t u d e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Now which i s  the  most dangerous f l ank?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' m  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s ay ,  sir.  

Q I ' m  a l i t t l e  c u r i o u s ,  s i r ,  a s  t o  why you r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  w e s t .  Why does  t h i s  r i n g  loud and 
c l e a r  i n  your  memory? 

A. W e l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  because we were f l y i n g  on t h e  
s l i c k s ,  and I r e c a l l  looking  a c r o s s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  towards 
t h e  s l i c k s '  fo rmat ion .  

Q I see. 

A. Th is  i s  a l s o  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on touchdown, 
depending on what y o u ' r e  f i r i n g .  For i n s t a n c e ,  f i r i n g  
t h e  minigun, i f  I had been on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  I would 
have t aken  c a r e  t o  n o t  l e t  my f i r e  wander t o  t h e  l e f t  
because t h a t ' s  where s h i p s  were. 

Q Were any f i r i n g  p a s s e s  made a long  t h e  w e s t  
f l a n k  a f t e r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground? 

A. Not t o  my  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q Could you have,  o r  would it have been f e a s i b l e  
t o  do so?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  now whether t h e r e  
w a s  j u s t  your team between l i f t s ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  i f  
t h e r e  was ano the r  team wi th  you between t h e  l i f t s ?  

A. Between l i f t s  ou r  miss ion  i s  one of  two c h o i c e s ,  
and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what w e  d i d  t h a t  day. E i t h e r  we 
e s c o r t e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  back t o  t h e  pickup zone o r  we 
cont inued  t o  make o u r  d ry  gun p a s s e s  i n  t h e  same a r e a  
t h a t  we had been cover ing  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  W e  d i d n ' t  
b reak  o f f  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  were on t h e  
ground. 

Q I s e e .  Normally, though,  i n  t h i s  t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  
once t h e  s l i c k s  g o t  t o  a s a f e  a l t i t u d e  w i t h  a p a r t i a l  e lement  
on t h e  ground, t h e  Sharks would have r e t u r n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
ground t r o o p s ,  because t h e  s l i c k s  w e r e  now s a f e ,  a t  l e a s t  
u n t i l  t h e y  r e p o r t e d  descending aga in  on a subsequent  l i f t .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. Normally w e  would con t inue  t o  make 
d ry  r u n s  where w e  w e r e  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  s o r t i e s  w e r e  complete. 

Q. There  w e r e  two l i f t s  I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d .  

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Tha t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  Mr. MESSINGER. 
Do you recall  go ing  o u t  anywhere? Is t h i s  when you went 
over  t o  t h e  east,  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
between l i f t s ?  

A. Between l i f t s ?  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. No, sir. . W e  s t a y e d  with--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s t a y e d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ?  

A. W e  e i t h e r  s t a y e d  h e r e  o r  we  went w i t h  t h e  
s l i c k s .  

Q - Okay, Do you recall  any engagement o f  any 
f o r c e  of suspec t ed  VC a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Thi s  would have been somewhere around 0730, 
and t h e  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  l i f t  w a s  completed h e r e  
a t  0751 h o u r s ,  s o  t h e r e  would have been about  a 20-
minute p e r i o d  he re .  The second l i f t  comes i n  on t h e  
ground, and I assume now t h a t  you would e s c o r t  t h e s e  
s l i c k s  back i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  Normally t h e  s l i c k  commander, t h e  
l e a d  a i r c r a f t ,  would g i v e  us  a c a l l  approximately  5 minutes  
o u t  from t h e  LZ a t  which t ime w e  would break o f f  o u r  d ry  
r u n s ,  come around and set  up w i t h  t h e  u n i t s .  

Q Do you remember what s i d e  you were on a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  i n  t ime? 

A. I was s t i l l  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  
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Q. Was ano the r  gun team on the east s i d e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  sir.  

Q- So a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  g o t  on t h e  ground and t h e  
l i f t  i n t o  t h i s  LZ was completed, then  you went and were 
f l y i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  a long  t h e  sou the rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  went 
t o  t h e  e a s t .  Now we covered-- le t  me use  t h e  1:50,000 
map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-5)--we covered an a r e a  d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d  from t h e  L Z ,  which was wes t  of My L a i ,  a l l  t h e  
way over  t o  what t h e  map shows t o  be  My Khe ( 3 ) .  

Q- Which i s  j u s t  i n l a n d  from t h e  China Sea? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  And we went a s  f a r  n o r t h  as t h i s  
r i v e r  n o r t h  of  My L a i ,  t h e  Diem Diem River .  

Q • And f a r  s o u t h  as--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  w e  went o u t  of 
o u r  t e r r i t o r y ,  and I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  was l a t e r  a f t e r  
t h i n g s  had d i e d  down. W e  went over  t o  the e a s t  h e r e  
as f a r  sou th  a s  My Khe ( 3 ) .  You see t h e  o t h e r  gunships  
were working t h i s  sou the rn  a r e a ,  and t h i s  i s  why I say  
w e  went t h e r e  la te .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  was n o t  about  0751, t h i s  w a s  
sometime l a t e r .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  t r y  t o  p u t  o u r s e l v e s  
back about  0752 r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t .  D o  you 
r e c a l l  your  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s  t h e n ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  
l i f t  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  e x a c t l y .  I b e l i e v e  w e  went t o  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  of My L a i  f i r s t ,  as t h e  t r o o p s  were 
moving i n  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q I f  you were on t h e i r  l e f t  f l a n k ,  you would 
have t u r n e d  i n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. The l e f t ,  sir .  
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Q. West? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You would have turned  around then  to  t h e  
e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q To  t h e  southern  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  could 
it have been t o  t h e  nor the rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It could have been e i t h e r ,  however. I f e e l  
t h a t  we broke o f f  t h e  e s c o r t  j u s t  t o  t h e  northwest o f  
M y  L a i  and broke o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t  and swung around over  
t h e  ground t roops  t o  t h e  south.  

Q - I see. That would pu t  you heading east t o  
t h e  southern  edge of M y  Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Would t h i s  have been about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  man wi th  t h e  web 
gear  was t h e  one t h a t  w e  found f i r s t ,  because w e  were 
a b l e  t o  bring--some of t h e  ground t roops w e r e  a b l e  t o  
break o f f  and come down the re .  Then we s p o t t e d  t h i s  
o t h e r  man h e r e ,  and probably t h i s  one was t h e  l a s t .  

Q You t h i n k  then  your f i r s t  engagement was a f t e r  
t h e  complete i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  two l i f t s  of C/1/20? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  ' I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q - It  was somewhere t o  t h e  south of My Lai ( 4 )  
a long t h e  north-south t r a i l  t h a t  l eads  due south  o u t  of 
My Lai ( 4 )  t o  521? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. Could you i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-1) w i t h  t h e  g r e a s e  p e n c i l ?  
I f  you want t o ,  you can use r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  s k e t c h  
( E x h i b i t  MAP-l), and I can h e l p  you o r i e n t  it on t h e  
photograph.  

A. You want t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of  a l l  t h r e e ?  

Q. Yes. Pu t  a c i r c l e  where you t h i n k  your  f i r s t  
engagement was? 

A. Okay, t h e  f irst  engagement was approximately  
he re .  

C 

(Witness marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photo ,  E x h i b i t  P-1. 
Th is  and subsequent  markings a r e  l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a c l e a n  
E x h i b i t  P-1  which i s  then  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  w i t h  anno ta t ions  
a s  E x h i b i t  P-159.) 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  between you 
o r  Captain  MCCRARY and t h e  Warlords concerning t h e  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  between t h e  a r e a s ,  o r  who was go ing  t o  
work where ? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  
on t h a t  day wh i l e  w e  were f l y i n g .  However i t ' s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was some between t h e  gunships .  This  
p o i n t  would have been brought  o u t ,  and it was brought  
o u t  i n  my b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  w e  would be s t a y i n g  n o r t h  
of  t h i s  road  a long  Highway 521. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a p l an?  What w e r e  you b r i e f e d  on 
as you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Okay. Our primary p l a n  was of cou r se  t o  e s c o r t  
t h e  s l i c k s ,  which w e  d i d ,  and suppres s  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  
Now t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  was g e n e r a l l y  p u t  o u t  a l l  t h e  way 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  i n  o t h e r  words, as p i l o t s ,  we would s t a r t  
i n  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander would s a y ,  "Well,  suppres s  
t h e  t r e e  l i n e , "  o r  sometimes you would j u s t  suppres s  
whatever  you f e l t  was a good h i d i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  enemy. 
So a f t e r  we broke o f f  t hen  it was t h e  team l e a d e r ' s  
d e c i s i o n  t h a t  we would recon t h e  a r ea .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
hang around look ing  f o r  t r o u b l e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  t h e  Warlord gun team 
w a s  having any a c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime?  
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A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  w e  w e r e  p r e t t y  busy f o r  what w e  
had go ing ,  and I d o n ' t  recal l  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  area. Now, one p o i n t  I would l i k e  t o  make w h i l e  you 
are a sk ing  m e  about  t h e  gunships  be ing  i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty  
here .  P a r t  of  t h e  reason--and I saw ve ry  l i t t l e  when 
I p o s s i b l y  should  have as w i t h  t h e  man running down t h e  
t r a i l  o r  something l i k e  t h i s - - p a r t  of t h e  p i l o t ' s  respon-
s i b i l i t y ,  o f  cou r se ,  i s  t o  keep an  eye on what happens 
o u t s i d e  w i t h  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ,  as w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q - T h a t ' s  why I thought  t h i s  might have s t u c k  , 

i n  your  memory, because a t  t i m e s  t h e r e  w e r e  a l l  t h e  
s l i c k s ,  your gun team, C&C a i r c r a f t ,  and probably  
a FAC. There w e r e  a good many a i r c r a f t  up i n  t h e  a i r .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I do recal l  t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  work- 
i n g  t o  t h e  sou th .  However, I d o n ' t  recal l  anytime t h e y  
w e r e  c l o s e  enough t h a t  w e  had t o  concern o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  
them. 

Q. Do you recall  going sou th  of  t h e  road  i n  t h i s  
immediate a r e a  and engaging any VC? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  one t i m e  t h a t  I mentioned earl ier .  

Q. W e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  one i n  a minute.  But you 
t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  engagement t h e n  w a s  t h i s  one h e r e ,  and w e  
w i l l  mark t h a t  number 1. W i l l  you p u t  a 1 i n  t h e r e ?  

(Witness does as reques ted .  ) 

What d i d  you s t a t e  was t h e r e ?  

A. -There w a s  one man w i t h  web g e a r .  

Q. Be was i n  fac t  n o r t h  of Highway 5 2 1 ,  as you
r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q. How d i d  you make your pas s  on t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  
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A. W e l l ,  w e  were low- leve l ,  approximately  50 
f e e t  above t h e  t e r r a i n .  Someone i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  s p o t t e d  
t h e  man. W e  made t u r n s  around him, I b e l i e v e  r i g h t  t u r n s ,  
and t h e  doorgunner t h e n  used h i s  doorgun t o  engage t h a t  
man. 

Q- W e l l ,  i f  you were f l y i n g  east  when you s a w  
him and you made your t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  you would t u r n  
t o  t h e  sou th  f l y i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h e n  i n t o  t h i s  man, 
from t h e  s o u t h  t o  t h e  no r th?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y ,  because 
w e  were making t i g h t  t u r n s  around him. 

Q. H e  w a s  engaged by doorgunners a s  opposed 
t o  a minigun? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Miniguns a r e  n o t  t o o  p r a c t i c a l  
f o r  low-level  t u r n i n g  maneuvers such as t h i s .  

Q. Okay. Did you see web g e a r  o r  weapons on t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  You p e r s o n a l l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  confirmed k i l l ?  

A. Yes, sir. I saw t h e  ground t r o o p s  go over  and 
ho ld  up t h e  p i s t o l  b e l t  t h a t  he was wearing.  

Q. This  w a s  sometime l a t e r ?  

A. I t  w a s  w i t h i n  15  minutes .  

Q - I s e e .  A f t e r  engaging t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  p o i n t  
1 on t h e  aer ia l  photograph,  where d i d  you go? I presume 
you marked it by smoke o r  some such t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d .  We marked smoke and s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  u n t i l  t h e  ground t r o o p s  had 
a r r i v e d .  

Q- Okay. 
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A. Now, t h e  ques t ion  i s  whether w e  went t o  - t h e  
south  o r  t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h a t  I a m  unable t o  say.  I f e e l  
t h a t  w e  probably would have s p o t t e d  t h e  man t o  t h e  nor th ,  
which is  j u s t  on t h e  south  edge of My Lai ( 4 ) .  
Because t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t - was a c t i v e l y  engaged h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and our  wingrnan could no t  provide adequate 
cover and was probably doing something on h i s  own', al though 
keeping an eye on us  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  That would be, 
i n  f a c t ,  how w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  wingman's p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h i s :  
run on t h e  o t h e r  man. 

Q - Then t h e  number two a i r c r a f t  of  t h e  gun team, t h e  
o t h e r  gunship, i s  t h e  one t h a t  s p o t t e d  o r  i n i t i a l l y  
r epor ted  t h e  s p o t t i n g  of  t h e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
corner  of My Lai  t h a t  you descr ibed  e a r l i e r ?  Who w a s  
f l y i n g  t h a t  gunship,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. NO,  sir,  I don ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  crew? 

A. No, sir.  \ 

Q .  Would you t e l l  us  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and 
how you f i r s t  l ea rned  of i t ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I r e c a l l  f a l l i n g  i n  behind t h e  
number two a i r c r a f t ,  f l y i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  j u s t  south of 
My Lai.  Something was s a i d  over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t ,  " t h e r e ' s  one t h e r e ,  t h e r e  's  a man t h e r e ,  " o r  some-
t h i n g ,  and t h e  l ead  a i r c r a f t  p ivoted  i n  t i g h t  and t r i e d  
t o  f i r e  a  rocket .  - He d i d  f i r e  a rocke t ,  b u t  it was we l l  
s h o r t .  

Q. Now pivoted  i n  t i g h t ,  d i d  he t u r n  t o  t h e  
nor th?  

A.  , Yes, s i r ,  he turned  t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q He was f l y i n g  e a s t  and turned  t o  t h e  nor th  
on a t i g h t  t u r n  and engaged whatever he saw here?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. F l y i n g  i n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  Was he f l y i n g  t o  
t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he w a s  f l y i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  saw t h e  
man, a s h a r p  t u r n  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and engaged t h e  enemy.. 

Q And cont inued  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and then  broke 
around e a s t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Then your a c t i o n  a s  t h e  number two gunship 
was what? 

A. W e l l ,  l e t  me b r i n g  o u t  we were extremely c l o s e  
t o  t h i s  p a t h ,  which i s  why t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t  w a s  i n e f f e c t i v e  
i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  t a r g e t .  A s  soon a s  we saw t h e  man, w e  swung 
o u t  wide and s e t  up a gunrun from approximately  300 f e e t  
above t h e  ground. We climbed,  t u r n e d  o i l t  t o  t h e  sou th ,  
swung around,  headed back t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and engaged t h e  
t a r g e t .  

Q I see. So t h e n  your a c t i o n  was t o  g a i n  a l t i t u d e  
by t u r n i n g  your a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  sou th  and then  t u r n i n g  
n o r t h  t o  f a l l  i n  behind t h e  wingman, cover  h i s  t a i l  a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  make your pas s?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You s a w  him f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q H e  f i r e d  r o c k e t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you know whether he f i r e d  miniguns? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  w a s  f l y i n g  
w i t h  us.  I t  may have been a 40mm s h i p .  

(MESSINGER) 35 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-147 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. I see. Do you recall  what ordnance you expended,,
what weapons you f i r e d  on your  pass?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f i r e d  miniguns. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander f i r e d  r o c k e t s .  

Q A f t e r  your p a s s ,  t h e  man now i n  Shark ' lead,  
t h e  number one s h i p ,  d i d  he come back around? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  made t h i s  w i l d  p a s s ,  broke around 
t o  t h e  east,  swung back around t o  se t  up a normal gunrun 
p a t t e r n  t o  cover  u s , - a n d  a t t a c k e d  t h e  t a r g e t .  

Q Then he tu rned  e a s t ,  and I presume he  tu rned  
sou th ,  and then  tu rned  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  and then  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
then came back up and made ano the r  gunrun from sou th  
t o  no r th?  

A. No, s i r ,  he d i d  no t .  H e  made a d r y  run because 
t h e  enemy was appa ren t ly  dead when he f lew over .  

Q- I see. So t h a t  was j u s t  two f i r i n g  passes ;  
one pass ,  two s h i p s  f i r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - .  Yours and t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Now when was t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
being a confirmed? 

A. A s  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

Q Yes? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I was unable t o  see  t h e  man s o  
I d i d n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  confirm him u n t i l  my next  t r i p  around. 

Q You didnv-Ls e e  h i m  when you w e r e  shoo t ing  a t  
him? 
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A. I saw him running t o  t h e  eas t ,  a long  t h a t  
t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  A s  we s t a r t e d  our  p a s s ,  he  t u r n e d  
n o r t h  up t h a t  sma l l  t r a i l  on t h e  east s i d e .  Then I l o s t  
s i g h t  of him i n  t h e  t r e e s  and w e  f l ew d i r e c t l y  ove r  t h e  
t o p  of  him, and I was unable  t o  g e t  a look through t h e  
trees. Our crew c h i e f  s a i d  he was dead. Then w e  broke 
t o  t h e  e a s t ,  back t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  and came back up t o  t h e  
n o r t h  t o  set  up f o r  ano the r  pas s  i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  s t i l l  something t h e r e .  

Q. Would you mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph
( l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-159) t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you engaged t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. T h e r e ' s  a t r a i l  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  
aerial  photo d o e s n ' t  show it ve ry  w e l l .  According t o  
t h e  p i c t u r e  up t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  w a l l  map, E x h i b i t  
MAP-l), it shows r i g h t  h e r e  I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Okay. Would you p u t  a 2 i n  t h e r e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  does as r e q u e s t e d . )  

Was t h a t  one i n d i v i d u a l  armed o r  unarmed? 

A. I t  was one man. He had a b l ack  s h i r t  on and 
I b e l i e v e  b l a c k  p a n t s ,  and he was c a r r y i n g  h i s  r i f l e  ove r  
h i s  shou lde r ,  i n  approximately  t h e  s l u n g  p o s i t i o n .  I 
r e c a l l  t h a t ,  because i t ' s  r a t h e r  unusual  t o  s e e  t h e  
enemy running w i t h  h i s  r i f l e  a t  t h e  s l u n g  p o s i t i o n  and 
be ing  chased.  He should  have been s h o o t i n g  back.  

Q H e  w a s  running i n i t i a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and t u r n e d  
n o r t h  and went up t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q =  On your  second pas s  behind t h e  Shark l e a d ,  
had t h e  k i l l  been confirmed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- Did you mark t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  then?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  d id .  

Q - Who d id?  

A. The crew ch ie f  dropped a smoke--marked the 
a r e a ,  and c a l l e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t roops  and t o l d  them what 
we had, and t o l d  them how we had it marked. 

Q. Then what were your a c t i o n s ?  A s  I under-
s t a n d  it, M r .  MESSINGER, t h i s  w a s  your personal ,  f i r s t  . 

k i l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  I s  t r u e .  

Q. You remember t h a t  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  I presume? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q - Do you t h i n k  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  
is t h e  spo t?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Of course on t h i s  photograph i t ' s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  t h a t  t r a i l .  I t  looks l i k e  t h e  t r a i l  
h e r e ,  b u t  on t h e  l a r g e  map, i f  I may, t h i s  small  t r a i l  
t h a t  runs t o  t h e  nor th  from t h e  sou theas t  corner  is 
where t h e  man was. He was r i g h t  here  under t h e s e  t r e e s  
on t h e  path.  

Q. Tha t ' s  about 25 meters from t h e  edge of My
Lai ( 4 )  proper? 

A. Yes, s i r< ,  The man turned  nor th  up t h e  path 
j u s t  a s  I s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  and a l l  I d i d  was walk t h e  
t r a c e r s  up t h e  pa th .  So I never knew t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  
h i t  him u n t i l  w e  came back around. 

Q I t  was n o t  over  i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d i s t i n c t  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  no, s i r .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
a s  we l l  a s  on our ske tch  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p r e t t y  ev iden t  
L, and though it looks f a r  he re ,  it 's r e a l l y  no t  too f a r ?  

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  from t h e  a i r  o r  poss ib ly  
j u s t  from t h e  moments of excite.ment t h a t  t h i s  appears 
t o  be p a r t  of a l a r g e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q Okay. I would l i k e  t o  show you photograph
P-110. 

(.LTC PATTERSON h.ands Exh ib i t  P-110 t o  t h e  
wi tness .  j 

Can you p o i n t  t o  t h e  loca t ion?  That ,  by t h e  
way, i s  an obl ique a e r i a l  photograph. a s  you would prob-
ably s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  a i r .  

A. Can I i d e n t i f y  t h i s ?  

Q - Can you i n d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  being an a r e a  t h a t  
you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with? 

A .  NO,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  My Lai ( 4 )  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. My Lai (4) i s  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  v i l l a g e .  

&- Th.is i s  My Lai C 4 ) ,  M r .  MESSINGER. 

A. This i s  My Lai C4)? 

Q Yes, it is .  This i s  a  r ecen t  photograph 
t h a t  was taken ,  and i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  My Lai ( 4 )  . You w i l l  
n o t i c e  t h e  l i t t l e  subhamlet t h a t ' s  o f f  t o  t h e  south-
e a s t  corner ,  which i s  joined by a t r a i l  from t h e  south-
e a s t  corner  of My Lai  running sou theas t  i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  
hamlet. You s a i d  you d i d n t t  be l i eve  any hootches were 
i n  it. 
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A. NO,  sir. I s a i d  it probably appeared t o  me 
t o  be p a r t  of a l a r g e  complex. 

Q.  I see .  Well, you w i l l  n o t i c e  here  t h a t  i f  
I t r a c e  My Lai (-4) proper on P-110, i t ' s  e x a c t l y  l i k e  
t h e  a rea  that I ' m  t r a c i n g  on t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l ,photo-
graph ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  P-159). This  l i t t l e  a r e a  t o  t h e  
sou theas t  i s  here  Cindicating) . 
A. Yes, s i x .  

Q The p o i n t  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  v e r t i c a l  
photograph which i s  p o i n t  2 i s  r i g h t  here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
on photograph P-110. 

A. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. Does t h a t  g ive  you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  
what t h e  a r e a  looked l i k e  i n  your passes ,  and a r e  you 
s t i l l  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph is  the a rea  where you engaged t h i s  
ind iv idua l?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  ' s  t h e  p o i n t .  

& Fine.  I have some a e r i a l  photographs of My 
Lai ( 4 )  . A t  any time you would l i k e  t o  g e t  o r i e n t e d  
from t h e  a i r  r a t h e r  than from a v e r t i c a l  photograph 
o r  a map, we have them a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you a r e  unsure 
f t h e  a rea  we could probably produce an a i r  s h o t  t h a t  

would look c l o s e r  t o  what you a r e  used t o  i n  t h e  a i r .  

A. Well, s i r ,  I 'm r e a l l y  used t o  looking a t  a 
map, because t h a t ' s  v h a t  I flew wi th  and what I was 
t r a i n e d  with.  Aer ia l  photographs don' t tend t o  look 
l i k e  what I saw t o  me. 

(2. A r e  you s u r e  t h e r e  was only one? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What's t h e  nex t  engagement t h a t  t h e  Sharks 
had t h a t  morning? 
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A. Well, by e l imina t ion  we only had t h e  one l e f t  
and it followed a f t e r  t h i s  incident-. 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Po in t  2? 

A. Poin t  2 .  We broke o f f  and reformed i n  t h e  
proper manner. I n  o t h e r  words, we were now lead'.  

Q- You and Captain MCCRARY again assumed Shark . 
lead? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. What was Captain MCCRARY's c a l l  s i g n ,  by 
t h e  way? 

A .  Shark 6. S i x ,  of course ,  i s  t h e  s tandard  c a l l  
s i g n  used by t h e  commanders. 

&. Shark 6 ,  i n  your a i r c r a f t ;  Captain MCCRARY, t h e  
a i r c r a f t  commander, assumed t h e  l ead  of t h e  team. Then 
what occurred? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I would say t h a t  we turned  t o  t h e  
e a s t ,  flew around t h e  genera l  a r e a  e a s t  of My Lai  , and 
swung down t o  t h e  south  and s t a r t e d  back. No, t h a t  I s  

i n c o r r e c t .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  g e t  down t o  t h i s  
t h i r d  p o i n t  where we engaged t h e  o t h e r  enemy. Now a s  
I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  we were f l y i n g  from t h e  west t o  t h e  
e a s t  when we s p o t t e d  t h i s  man. 

Q Well, t h a t  's q u i t e  poss ib le .  You could have 
flown a l a r g e  c i r c l e  around My Lai  ( 4 )  genera l ly  i n  a 
counterclockwise d i r e c t i o n ,  and then  come up along 521  
and s p o t t e d  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  which would have p u t  it 
i n  t h i s  e a s t e r l y  heading. 

A. That ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e .  However, I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  going west of My La i ,  and by t h a t  I mean any fur-
t h e r  west than t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  because t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
t h e  area--of course,  we were concerned with t h e  ground 
t roops  south  of My L a i ,  and the c i v i l i a n  a c t i v i t y  was 
p r imar i ly  up here  t o  t h e  n o r t h  along t h e  r i v e r .  
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There were hundreds and hundreds of people along a l l  t h e  
t r a i l s  heading towards the r i v e r ,  c ross ing  t h e  r i v e r ,  
and t o  t h e  northwest.  

& The next  t h i n g  you remember, you were f l y i n g  
e a s t  along Highway 521, genera l ly  t o  t h e  southwest of  
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  going south of Highway 521? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And then  g e t t i n g  i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  t o  f l y  e a s t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  we d i d n ' t .  The t imes I r e c a l l  being 
south  i s  of course i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ,  where I mentioned, 
where we f i n a l l y  l o s t  s i g h t  of t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and l a t e r  
when we went over  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

Q Would you mark on t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photo-
graph ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  P-1591 t h e r e  where you saw t h i s  
ind iv idua l  and subsequently engaged him? 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  This  man was--I c a n ' t  say a s  
to t h e  p o s i t i o n  when he was f i r s t  s igh ted .  However, I 
f i r s t  saw him a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  south of My Lai where 521 
m d  t h i s  t r a i l  j o i n s ,  poss ib ly  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  west  of 
t h a t  junct ion.  The man, when I saw him, was i n  t h e  
process of moving o f f  t h e  road i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  which 
i s  j u s t  south  of 521. 

Q Would you mark it w i t h  a c i r c l e  and i d e n t i f y  
it o y  t h e  numeral 3? 

A .  This is  t h e  po in t  where he en te red  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e .  We had con tac t  with him t h e r e ,  while he was run-
ning down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  j u s t  t o  t h e  southwest--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Then Captain MCCRARY and your-
s e l f ,  i n  Shark l e a d ,  engaged? 
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  was engaged by t h e  doorgunners aga in .  

Q H e  was engaged w i t h  t h e  doorgun r a t h e r  t han  t h e  
main armament system? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Which doorgunner engaged him, t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  
l e f t ?  

A .  I ' m  f a i r l y - - i t  was t h e  r i g h t  doorgun, s ir .  

Q Which would have meant t h a t  you were o r b i t i n g  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  i n  a c lockwise  f a sh ion?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  i n  c lockwise  f a s h i o n  would be c o r r e c t .  
Here a g a i n ,  we were u s ing  t h e  t i g h t  t u r n s  over  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
man w i t h  t h e  doorgunner engaging him. The normal procedure  
h e r e  i s  t o  use r ight-hand t u r n s ,  because t h a t ' s  where t h e  
a i r c r a f t  c ~ m m ~ ~ n d e rsi ts  and he can s e e  what he i s  doing.  

Q How f a r  o f f  t h e ,  road d i d  you say  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  went? 

A. Not more than  50 meters .  

Q Did t h e  second Shark engage t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a l s o ?  

A.  No, sir, he  d i d n ' t  

Q I t  w a s  j u s t  your  s h i p ?  

A. . .  Yes, sir.  

Q And I assume t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no p a s s ,  as such ,  i f  
it was j u s t  f i r i n g  by a doorgunner? 

A .  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

& And an unknown number of rounds ,  o r  do you happen 
t o  r e c a l l  how long  it took t h e  doorgunner t o  g e t  him? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  a s  t o  t h e  number of  rounds.  W e  
d i d ,  however, chase  and f i r e ,  n o t  i n  a cont inous  manner of  
c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately  5 0 ,  maybe 75 
ya rds  t h a t  w e  were f i r i n g  a t  him. 

Q What t ime of  day do you imagine it was, M r .  MESSINGER? 
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A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  assuming we engaged t h e  f i r s t  t a r g e t  ap-
proximately 0800 hours ,  I would say no l a t e r  t han  0830. 

Q Then, a s  I understand i t ,  you went o f f  s t a t i o n  f o r  
a l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r  and went t o  r e f u e l  wi thout  any f u r t h e r  
shoot ing  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Sharks were concerned? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  s p e n t  t ime around t h e  v i l l a g e .  Of  
course ,  w e  had t o  go. We went up t o  t h e  n o r t h  and t r i e d  t o  s t o p  
some of t h e  people  t h a t  were l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e r e  was no 
f u r t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  day. 

Q How many k i l l s  w e r e  claimed by t h e  174th Aviat ion 
Company t h a t  day,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, s ir .  The a i r c r a f t  commander i s  r e spons ib le  
f o r  f i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  a f t e r  mission r e p o r t ,  I ' m  n o t  even c e r t a i n  
he claimed any k i l l s ,  sir. T h e  i n f a n t r y  confirmed one. 

Q 9 Okay. The records  show, M r .  MESSINGER, t h a t  a t  0740 
hours t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company engaged t h r e e  VC, r e s u l t s :  
t h r e e  VC KIA.  The location--may I have t h e  Task Force Barker 
journal?  

(.The r e c o r d e r  hands E x h i b i t  M-16 t o  LTC PATTERSON 
a s  reques ted .  l 

A t  coord ina te s  709788-

4. C ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Tha t ' s  t o  t h e  no r th  of My Lai .  

Q The l o g  a l s o  indicates--and I r e f e r  now t o  Exh ib i t  
M-16--that a t  0755 hours ,  t h e  Sharks engaged one VC, r e s u l t s :  
one VC K I A  a t  coord ina te s  709788. 

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h a t  f i r s t  se t  of  coord ina te s ,  
s i r ?  . 

Q. Of t h e  two? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q 709788, t h e  same coord ina tes  a s  t h e  second. 

A. Okay. I made an e r r o r  h e r e  and s a i d  t h a t  was n o r t h  
of My Lai .  I t ' s  a c t u a l l y  e a s t  o r  poss ib ly  s o u t h e a s t .  
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Q Those a r e  t h e  only  two i n s t a n c e s .  Four K I A  were 
r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker j o u r n a l  a s  be ing  k i l l e d  
by t h e  Sharks .  These a r e a s  d o n ' t  ag ree  w i t h  a r e a s  t h a t  you 
p o i n t e d  o u t .  Can you o f f e r  any e x p l a n a t i o n  as t o  why t h a t  
may be? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t ,  o t h e r  t han  p o i n t  2 was never  
l o c a t e d  by t h e  i n f a n t r y  as having been a K I A .  As  I s a i d  
e a r l i e r ,  when we came back t h e r e  l a t e r  t h e  man was gone and 
s o  was h i s  weapon. 

Q I see. 

A .  Of cour se ,  i n  case  number 3 ,  when t h e  i n f a n t r y  
went over  t o  check t h e  a r e a  t hey  found no th ing .  

Q *  The t imes a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Can you account  a s  t o  t h e  t i m e  va r i ance?  I t  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  your f i r s t  engagement occu r red  between 
t h e  l i f t s .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q And t h e  second engagement o r  t h e  t h i r d  engagement
a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  of C/1/20. Do you r e c a l l ,  o r  i s  t h a t  
p o s s i b l e ?  

A .  I t t s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
b r eak ing  o f f  between t h e  l i f t s .  But it would account  f o r  my 
problems i n  remembering how we could  have g o t t e n  t h r e e  con-
t a c t s  i n  such-.-after a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  were i n ,  t o  my mind i t ' s  
l o g i c a l  t h a t  a l l  of t h e s e  enemy t roops  would have been moving 
about  t h e  same t ime and we couldn 't have p o s s i b l y  s i g h t e d  
them a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any c o n t a c t  o r  s i g h t i n g s  of any 
one of t h e  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  i s  be ing  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  being 
made by FAC? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any conversat ions with t h e  Warlords, 
o r  Captain MCCRARY making any conversat ion wi th  t h e  Warlords 
wi th  reference  t o  s i g h t i n g s  o r  Warlords' engagements? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of those .  Of course 
t h e r e  could have been c o n t a c t s ,  but  engagements,, I j u s t  don ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  were. 

Q Do you f e e l  l i k e  you would have heard them i f  t h e r e  
had been a i r - t o - a i r  communications between you and t h e  War-
l o r d s ,  o r  between t h e  Sharks and t h e  Warlords? 

A. I t  would depend on what r a d i o  frequency I was . 

monitoring a t  t h e  t ime. Q u i t e  o f t e n ,  I would shu t  o f f  some 
of t h e  r ad ios  and l i s t e n  t o  one while t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
was l i s t e n i n g  t o  another .  Now normally, I would have been 
monitoring a l l  t h r e e  frequencies .  

(1 Then a s  I understand it you a r e  no t  r e a l l y  su re  
and p o s i t i v e  a s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one,  o r  more, o r  any one of 
t h e s e  engagements could have t r a n s p i r e d  between t h e  two l i f t s  
t h a t  i n s e r t e d  C/1/20? 

A. From t h e  time suggested,  and, of course ,  from t h e  
r e p o r t s ,  obviously one was. However, I d o n f t  r e c a l l .  

0. I s e e .  Did you s e e  l a r g e  numbers of c i v i l i a n s ,  
Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  of var ious sexes and ages ,  on t h i s  morning 
on your f i r s t  t r i p  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. I would l i k e  t o  say ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I saw a l a r g e  number 
of people. A s  t o  t h e i r  des igna t ion ,  I wouldn't  say .  I d i d  n o t  
s e e  a l a r g e  number of ch i ld ren .  This s t i c k s  i n  my mind, be-
cause i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai t h a t  we flew around 
f o r  a while  i n  an at tempt  t o  conta in  t h e  people t h a t  were leaving ,  
those  were predominantly mil i tary-age males. 

Q. You don' t r e c a l l  then ,  o r  you p r e f e r  n o t  t o  say ,
whether o r  no t  t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  o r  men? 

A. I d id  n o t  see  a l a r g e  number of c h i l d r e n .  Now 
t h e r e  were s u r e l y  women and c h i l d r e n  out  t h e r e ,  but--
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  That you' r e c a l l  see ing?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  The p o i n t  s t i c k s  i n  
my mind . t h a t  predominantly they were mi l i ta ry-age  men. 

Q About what t i m e  was t h i s  t h a t  you sax  t h e s e  people? 

A .  Well, t h i s  would be during our  f i r s t  t r i p  on s t a t i o n .  

Q A t  t h e  beginning of it, o r  t h e  end a f  your t o u r ?  

A .  I would say c lose  t o  t h e  end. 

Q. Would t h a t  have been i n  t h e  0830 t o  0900 time 
frame . 
A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  groups of indigenous Vietnamese 
na t iona l s?  

A .  What do you mean? 

Q People on t h e  ground. 

A .  Other groups and----

Q • ( .Interposing) Other than t h e  ones t h a t  you de-
sc r ibed  o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  were people on 521 moving t o  t h e  
southwest. 

Q, A l a r g e  group? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  There were l e s s  people coming out  
i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  than t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  obviously,  because t h e  
ground t roops  were on t h a t  s i d e .  

Q I see .  Did you s e e  any along t h e  north-south 
t r a i l  coming o u t  of My Lai t o  521? 

A .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  any amount--anything t h a t  amounted 
t o  anything. A s  I s a i d ,  t h i s  ind iv idua l  t h a t  we shot  a t ,  a t  
t h e  coordina tes  that 'we reca l l - -

Q - '  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  p o i n t  l ?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  p o i n t  1. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  people 
being i n  t h e  a rea  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q What about t h e  people you saw on 521? About what 
time were t h e s e  people going ou t  t o  t h e  southwest,  t h e  be-
ginning o r  t h e  ending of your tour?  

A. From t h e  time t h e  f i r s t  t roops h i t  t h e  ground, people 
s t a r t  leaving.  

Q. Yes. 

A. Now we d i d n ' . t  g e t  down i n  t h i s  southwest por t ion .  
u n t i l  towards t h e  end of our  time on s t a t i o n .  

Q And t h a t ' s  when you saw--

A. ( .Interposing) Yes, s ir .  

Q The man t h a t  you have ind ica ted  a t  p o i n t  3 ,  was 
he a p a r t  of a l a r g e r  group of people? 

A. No, s ir ,  he w a s  a lone.  However, while  we were en-
gaging him, t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  o r  poss ib ly  more c i v i l i a n s  
moving from e a s t  t o  west i n  t h a t  area--

Along 521? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

(2 And proximity of t h e s e  people t o  t h i s  ind iv idua l?  
Very c lose?  

A .  Well, w i th in  50 meters.  The p o i n t  i s  they were on 
t h e  t r a i l  approximately where we s i g h t e d  him while  we were 
pursuing him through t h e  t r e e  l i n e  o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q Were any of t h e s e  people shot?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir.  I would l i k e  t o  
mention one po in t .  I was contacted by Captain MCCRARY when 
he was c a l l e d  by your o f f i c e ,  and he asked me d i d  I remember 
t h e  crew chief  saying ,  "Somebody j u s t  sho t  a woman.'' I s a i d ,  
"NO, I d o n ' t  remember." However, I f e e l  t h a t  p o i n t  should be  
mentioned. 
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Q Yes, I do too. Did Captain MCCRARY o r  you 
d i scuss  anything e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  he wanted t o  d i scuss  t h a t  s p c c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t  wi th  me. 

Q Did you d i scuss  it i n  any more d e t a i l ?  

A. He asked me i f  I remembered when w e  s p o t t e d  
t h i s  man and he made t h e  sharp t u r n ,  and I s a i d ,  "Yes." 
He asked me i f  I remembered t h e  crew chief  o r  door-
gunner--I f o r g o t  j u s t  which one he said--he asked m e  
i f  the  doorgunner was VARGAS t h a t  day and I s a i d ,  "I 
d o n ' t  know," and he s a i d ,  "Do you remember him saying 
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  'Hey, he j u s t  s h o t  a 
woman'," i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  ground t roops moving i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a .  

Q Who s h o t  the  woman? 

A. The ground t roops supposedly s h o t  someone 
whi le  they were coming down t o  check o u t  t h i s  a rea .  

Q - This  i s  n o t  t h e  crew chief  t h a t  s h o t  t h i s  
woman? 

A. No. 

Q Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you and Captain 
MCCRARY discussed? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  of it. 

Q The substance of your conversat ion was s h o r t ,  
I take i t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  were any of t h e s e  
o t h e r  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  s h o t  by your s h i p  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I'm c e r t a i n  of t h a t .  I r e c a l l  a l l  
t h e  times t h a t  t h e  gunners f i r e d .  
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Q How can you be c e r t a i n ?  

A. Well ,  when a doorgun goes o f f  i n  back of  
t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  you p r e t t y  w e l l  n o t i c e  it. 

Q While engaging t h i s  man, t h e  VC t h a t  you 
saw he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and i d e n t i f i e d  a t  p o s i t i o n  3 ,  could 
any of t h e  indigenous Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  a longs ide  , 

521 have been a c c i d e n t l y  s h o t  by your gunner on t h a t  day 
i n  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. When you say  p o s s i b l y ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
a  number of rounds coming o u t  of a machinegun 
during--a machinegun r i c o c h e t ,  e t  cetera--I  'd  have 
t o  say y e s ,  it would be p o s s i b l e .  I f  t h e r e  were people  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  they could have been k i l l e d  a c c i d e n t l y .  
However, t h e  doorgunners only engaged t h e  two t a r g e t s  
t h a t  I commented on,  a t  p o i n t  1 and 3 .  

Q When you went down t o  confirm t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
a t  p o i n t  3 a s  I assume you did--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  we w e r e  approximately 
30 t o  50 f e e t  above t h e  ground f i r i n g  a t  him. W e  
l o s t  s i g h t  of him i n  t h e  t r e e s  and t r i e d  t o  f i n d  him, 
b u t  we c o u l d n ' t .  We c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anything a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did you s e e  any dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Nat iona ls  a long t h e  road? No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

'2 Did you see any l i v e ,  indigenous Vietnamese 
along t h e  road? 

A. Yes, s ir .  A s  I mentioned, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
people about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we w e r e  f i n i s h i n g  engaging 
here  t h a t  came ou t  of somewhere along 521. 

Q Did t h e  thought  s t r i k e  you t h a t  you were f f r i n g
i n  very c l o s e  proximity t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who d i d  n o t  
appear t o  be h o s t i l e ,  a t  l e a s t  outwardly? 
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A. No, sir .  We've given support  t o  f r i e n d l y  
t roops  a s  c l o s e  a s  2 0  f e e t  using doorgunners--not 
t h a t  c l o s e  s u r e l y  using t h e  rocke t s  o r  t h e  p i l o t  with 
t h e  miniguns. But with doorguns we have been c l o s e r  
than  t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  h e r e ,  and our  crew gunners 
a r e  q u i t e  experienced and p e r f e c t l y  capable  of 
supplying support  t h a t  c lose .  

Q A s  I understand it, then ,  you d id  no t  make 
any gunruns a s  such i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f ,  o r  p a r a l l e l  
t o ,  o r  on t o p  of Highway 521? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Are you s u r e  of t h i s ,  M r .  MESSINGER? 

A. I ' m  c e r t a i n  i n  my own mind, sir.  

Q I presume, too ,  t h a t  you a l s o  marked t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  by smoke? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you have any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  
ground t roops  t o  any of t h e  3 l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  you have 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  confirm your k i l l s ?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  a t  
p o i n t  1 occurred e a r l y  enough t h a t  they  were a b l e  t o  
break o f f  and move t o  it. Also, it was across  f a i r l y  
open t e r r a i n  where maybe they c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  exac t  
p o i n t ,  b u t  they could s e e  c l o s e  enough t h a t  they d i d n ' t  
have t o  worry about coming under f i r e  o r  walking i n t o  
booby t r a p s  on t h e  way. They came t o  t h i s  p o i n t  f a i r l y  
quickly  and they came t o  p o i n t  3 quick,  bu t  p o i n t  2 we 
were unable t o  g e t  a confirmation i n  any s h o r t  amount 
of t ime,  because t h e  t roops  were moving through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and apparent ly  had t o  c l e a r  t h e  way. 

Q This was happening p r e t t y  f a s t ,  I would ga the r ,  
from t h e  way you have ind ica ted  it t o  m e  here .  There was 
a cons iderable  amount of a c t i v i t y  going on, and it was a 
r a t h e r  h e c t i c  time per iod .  
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There were a l o t  of indigenous Vietnamese moving o u t  t o  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  and t h e r e  were some along Highway 521, 
and you were engaging i n  t h e  c lose  proximity o r  r i g h t  
w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e  hamlet of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Did 
you have t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  was a l i t t l e  rushed--you 
were switching p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  time it d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  
it was any burden. Of course being used t o  th ings  
happening f a s t  was s tandard .  However, when t h e  t roops  
s t a r t e d  coming i n  and people s t a r t e d  leaving, ,  I got  t h e  
impression t h a t  th ings  weren ' t  happening r a p i d l y ,  because 
people were going everywhere. 

Q Did you s e e  any l a r g e  groups of dead Vietnamese 
na t iona l s?  

A. No, sir ,  I d i d  not .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n d i v i d u a l  dead Vietnamese 
n a t i o n a l s  o t h e r  than those  t h a t  you have descr ibed? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q But you made a l o t  of low passes  over t h i s  
a rea?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  then you 
s a w ,  a s  I understand it, t h e  ind iv idua l  a t  p o i n t  2 , a n d  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  a t  p o i n t  1, and those  a r e  t h e  only two dead 
people you saw during your t o u r  on s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Who gave t h e  permission f o r  t h e  Sharks t o  
engage e i t h e r  p o s i t i o n  1, 2 ,  o r  3? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  whether t h e  r a d i o  c a l l s  
were made a t  t h e  t ime t o  r eques t  permission t o  f i r e ,  o r  
whether we were author ized  t o  f i r e  a t  known enemy t a r g e t s .  
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Now, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a t  t h i s  t ime  an enemy 
t h a t  was i d e n t i f i a b l e  wi th  a weapon o r  web g e a r  w a s  an 
open t a r g e t  f o r  us  anytime t h a t  we s p o t t e d  it. 

Q So t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  you engaged t h e s e  
t h r e e  t a r g e t s  w i thou t  permiss ion of  t h e  ground t a c t i c a l  
commander? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  sir.  I t h i n k  t h a t  
a c a l l  was made concerning t h e  s i g h t i n g  and w e  w e r e  
t o l d  t o  go ahead and engage t h e  t a r g e t .  However, i n  
bo th  2 and 3 ,  it happened s o  f a s t  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  
whether anybody c a l l e d  o r  no t .  A s  I s a i d ,  i n  p o i n t  
2 w e  were t h e  number two a i r c r a f t - - t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t  
j u s t  spun h i s  a i r c r a f t  around and f i r e d  a couple  of 
r o c k e t s  and broke  o f f .  P o i n t  3 w e  were headed down 
t h e  road ,  saw a man,. and j u s t  t u r n e d  r i g h t  around and 
engaged. 

Q a You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you dropped smoke 
on each of  t h e s e  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  and t h a t  you marked. 
What were t h e  c o l o r s  of smoke t h a t  were t o  s i g n i f y  ce r -
t a i n  even t s?  

A. Well ,  w e  had no se t  procedure  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  
c o l o r  of smoke t o  be  used i n  a s p e c i f i c  ca se .  You j u s t  
dropped t h e  smoke and s a i d :  "We've marked it w i t h  yel low,  
r e d ,  b l u e  smoke," o r  whatever it happened t o  be .  I s e e m  
t o  r e+ca l l  u s ing  t h e  r e d  smoke on one of t h e  3 p o i n t s ,  
and I b e l i e v e  w e  dropped two smoke grenades  on p o i n t  2 .  
The f i r s t  one had burned o u t ,  and t h e  i n f a n t r y  
c a l l e d  and asked i f  w e  would mark it aga in .  

&. Did you say what c o l o r  smoke? 

A. No, sir.  

Q . Were any of  t h e s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a d i t c h  
o r  a h o l e  o r  a bunker ,  o r  were t h e y  o u t  i n  t h e  open? 

A. I ' m  g l a d  you mentioned t h a t .  I l e f t  a p o i n t  
o u t  on number 3. A t  t h i s  tree l i n e  t h e r e ' s  a d i t c h .  This  
t ree l i n e  i s  a c t u a l l y - - I  d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  i n  t h e  d i t c h  
o r  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  it, b u t  you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  see t h e  d i t c h .  
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You can s e e  t h e  depress ion  t o  know t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  t rench-
l i k e  o r  s t ream-l ike a f f a i r .  

Q Do you remember anything e l s e ?  You s a i d  a t  p o i n t  
3 he had web gear  and a weapon. ,Do you r e c a l l  him having 
anything e l s e ?  

A. A t  p o i n t  3 a l l  I saw was t h e  weapon. I d o n ' t '  
b e l i e v e  t h e  man was wearing web gea r ,  he might have been. 

Q Did he have any ammo boxes t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  But t h e  ammo boxes 
r i n g  a b e l l  somewhere, which may have been another  
whole d i f f e r e n t  week o r  month o r  year .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  while  you were on 
s t a t i o n  of a sepa ra t ion  of a couple of Vietnamese in-
digenous i n d i v i d u a l s  from a l a r g e  group? Those t h a t  
were separa ted  were repor ted  t o  be mil i tary-aged males, 
and an a i r c r a f t  came down a f t e r  they were separa ted  from 
t h e  group and picked them up. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it. 

Q The i n d i v i d u a l s  might have been without  s h i r t s ,  
might have been s t r i p p e d  t o  the  wais t .  

A. There was a l i f t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and I c a n ' t  
say f o r  c e r t a i n  it w a s  t h i s  day, o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t .  However, t h e r e  was a  case where we were using 
t h e  elements from t h e  161s t  o r  the  123d aero-scout ba t -
t a l i o n .  They had t h e i r  own indigenous i n f a n t r y  and 
a i r c r a f t ,  and when s i g h t i n g s  were repor ted  they would 
f l y  i n  with f i v e  o r  s i x  t roops ,  drop down and pick up 
whatever was t h e r e ,  and t ake  o f f .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some t h a t  day. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  during ..your t o u r  now, a s  I 've 
g o t  a p i c t u r e  now, you were on s t a t i o n  somewhere around 
0730 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  you were about o u t  of f u e l ,  which 
would have been somewhere p r i o r  t o  0900. 
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A .  Yes, s i r .  And here  aga in ,  I thinlc we re fue led  
and came back f o r  a second s t a y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I see .  Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  l i f t s  Sy t h e  
Dolphins? 

A. Qn t h i s  day? 

Q Yes? 

A. No, sir.  Af te r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n ,  they 
were r e l eased .  

Q I see .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  another  l i f t  o r  an-
o t h e r  element somewhere t o  t h e  south of 521?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q Preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I f e e l  bad t h a t  I d o n ' t  
remember it, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir.  

Q • Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  of t h e  Warlords d i s -
covering a couple of mortar tubes on H i l l  85? 

A. I remember some d i scuss ion  on t h e  r a d i o  about 
H i l l  85, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember anything coming of it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  perhaps,  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  mortar 
tubes ,  t h e  r e p o r t  was changed t o  60mm mortar rounds, 20? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  see ing  t h e  Warlords i n s e r t  
t h e  i n f a n t r y  elements i n  t h e  proximity of H i l l  85? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. However, it is  
extremely poss ib le .  

-Q You r e c a l l  nothing,  then ,  about t h e  Warlords 
p u t t i n g  t h e i r  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground during t h i s  time? 
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A .  NO, sir. A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, w e  were 
separa te .  I was involved wi th  what we were doing and 
no t  paying a whole l o t  of a t t e n t i o n ,  o t h e r  than  watch- . 
i ng  f o r  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Did you s e e  a g r e a t  many d i t c h e s  around t h i s  
a r e a ,  around My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Ditches,  you mean--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, w h a t  you and I ,  a s  lay- ' 

men, would c a l l  a d i t c h ,  which would be a  depress ion  
i n  t h e  ground of some s o r t .  

A. No, sir ,  I wouldn ' t  say a d i t c h ,  sir.  

Q The i n d i v i d u a l  over  t h e r e  around p o s i t i o n
2, o r  where you marked p o s i t i o n  2, d i d  you n o t i c e  a 
d i t c h  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  o r  would you have thrown your smoke 
i n t o  a d i t c h  by chance? 

A. The man was l y i n g  on a t r a i l  t h a t  r a n  t o  
t h e  nor th .  We attempted t o  drop t h e  smoke on t h e  man, 
which i s  t o  say ,  g e t  it a s  c l o s e  a s  you can. I d o n ' t  
s e e  why it c o u l d n ' t  have been t renches  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  pa th ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

& I bel ' ieve t h a t  i n  your testimony you i n d i c a t e d  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of your recol.lection t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  done 
by t h e  o t h e r  gunships,  t h e  Warlords, i n  the  a r e a  i n  
t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of 521? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q a You t h i n k  you would have i f  they had f i r e d ?  

A. I doubt it very much. 

Q You f e e l  t h a t  your o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  was f a i r l y
wel l  def ined? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q . And t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  between 
t h e  two gun teams was f a i r l y  w e l l  d e f ined?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Apparent ly  it was s e t  up w e l l .  
I t h i n k  I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any communications 
between t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  have any 
problems w i t h  them t h a t  day. 

Q . Did you s e e  t h e  OH-23, t h a t  was t h e  s c o u t ,  
hover ing  low around t h e  ground? 

No, s ir .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  any smoke? How was t h e  v i s i -
b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame? 

A. AS I r e c a l l  it was a p r e f e c t l y  c l e a r  day.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any burn ing  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  However, 
it seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  should  have been.  

Q . But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q s  Why should  t h e r e  have been? 

A. A s  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was ano the r  team of guns prepping t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
LZ, and s u r e l y  t r a c e r s  would have se t  f i r e  t o  something 
a long  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I see. I t ?  q u i t e  impor tan t  t o  u s ,  M r .  MESSINGER, 
t h a t  w e  a s c e r t a i n  a l l  who were involved  on t h i s  day and 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h o s e  involved  on t h i s  day. I want you 
t o  t h i n k  now, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and I know 
you have a l r e a d y  t e s t i f i e d  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  I want t o  
make very  s u r e  we a r e  t o g e t h e r  on it. This  was t h e  day 
t h a t  you s h o t  your  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You thought him dead? 

A. Well, a s  I s a i d  a t  t h e  t ime,  I saw him ly-
ing  f a c e  down, spread ou t .  I had t o  assume he was dead. 

a - And t h i s  made q u i t e  an impression on you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And y e t  you saw no o t h e r  dead ind iv idua l s?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You a r e  very p o s i t i v e  about t h a t  now? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  any o t h e r  
than  t h e  t h r e e  I have mentioned. I might p o i n t  ou t  
t h a t  it would make a whole l o t  more impression s i n c e  
I was t h e  one who a c t u a l l y  pu l l ed  t h e  t r i g g e r .  This 
made more of an impression on my mind than  any 
o t h e r  possible--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I understand, b u t  t h e r e  is 
cons iderable  b e l i e f ,  by some p a r t i e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
a l o t  more dead people s c a t t e r e d  around t h i s  a r e a  than  
t h e  t h r e e  you've ind ica ted .  You have, i n  f a c t ,  iden-
t i f i e d  yourse l f  a s  an eyewitness t o  t h e  f i r s t  2 hours 
of what could be become a very l a r g e  2 hours i n  t h e  
days of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. I t ' s  hard f o r  me, a s  
an a v i a t o r ,  t o  r e a l l y  s o l v e  i n  my mind t h a t  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
a l o t  of dead people t h e r e ,  t h a t  you wouldn't  have seen  
tkem. 

A. I f  t h e r e  had been a l o t  of dead people ly-
ing  around i n  t h e  open, I would have seen them, I ' m  cer-
t a i n  of t h a t .  Even i f  I h a d n ' t  pa id  any a t t e n t i o n ,  some-
uody e l s e  out  of t h e  four  of us i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  would 
have s a i d ,  "Hey, look a t  a l l  t h e  dead bodies down t h e r e , "  
and I don ' t  r e c a l l  anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  e i t h e r .  
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Q .  There might n o t  have been a l a r g e  group. There might 
have been one o r  two. Do You r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any o t h e r s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I have t o  assume t h a t  you l e f t  s t a t i o n  some-
where p r i o r  t o  0900? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  And t h i s  i s  a  deduc t ion  on my p a r t .  But based on 
t h e  range of your  p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t ,  would you ag ree  w i t h  
me? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You b e l i e v e  you went back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Refueled and rearmed? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q a How long  d i d  it t a k e  you t o  do t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t o o  s p e c i f i c  w i t h  i t ,  b u t  LZ D o t t i e  
was arranged i n  such a manner t h a t  a t  t h e  most,  t h r e e  a i r -
c r a f t  cou ld  r e f u e l  a t  one t i m e .  This  would have slowed 
us had t h e r e  been more a i r c r a f t .  I t  normally took longe r  
t o  r e f u e l  t h e r e ,  t han  say  some o t h e r  p l a c e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y -
Duc Pho, where w e  had it l a i d  o u t  t h e  way w e  l i k e  it. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  be ing  t h e r e  when 
you went back t o  r e f u e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. 

Q .  Whose a i r c r a f t  were they?  

A. That  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  s i r ,  b u t  I recal l  a t  l e a s t  
one o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  r e f u e l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  frame we were 
r e f u e l i n g .  I would e s t i m a t e  o u r  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming op-
e ra t ions - -he re  a g a i n ,  it t a k e s  a l o t  a t  D o t t i e .  The ordnance 
it t a k e s  t o  rearm t h e  gunship i s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  
l i t t l e  h i l l  from t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad,  s o  it t a k e s  a l i t t l e  
more t i m e  t o  walk over  and g e t  your s t u f f  and b r i n g  it back. 
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I f  you parked c l o s e  by, you can walk over  and g e t  it and 
then  throw it on. I would say it took i n  t h e  neighborhood 
of 15 minutes,  and t h a t ' s  a long time. 

& F i f t e e n  minutes? Would t h i s  have been some-
where around 0915 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then you th ink  you came back down t o  t h i s  area? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  not  s u r e  o f .  I r e c a l l  rearming and 
r e f u e l i n g  a t  Dot t i e .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether we c a l l e d  and w e r e  
r e l e a s e d  and re turned  to ,Duc  Pho o r  whether we came back and 
flew around f o r  a per iod  of t ime, l e s s  than  a f u e l  load.  I . 

d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e f u e l i n g  more t h a t  once a t  Dot t i e  t h a t  day. 

Q.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  why you r e c a l l  
r e f u e l i n g  and rearming a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  sir.  I r e c a l l  mentioning t h e  way it 
w a s  l a i d  ou t .  I t 's  a bad p lace  t o  t a k e  a gunship i n t o  
and come wi th  it f u l l y  loaded. 

Q Were you aware a t  t h i s  time on t h i s  day t h a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  d id  have r e f u e l i n g  and rearming f a c i l i t i e s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I f  we assume t h a t  you l e f t  My La i  ( 4 )  somewhere 
p r i o r  t o  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o r  0900, what t i m e  do you es t ima te  
you would have been back over  My Lai  ( 4 )  i f  you d i d  come back 
over  t h e  area?  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me add t h i s  p o i n t ,  sir. I 
seem t o  r e c a l l  e a t i n g  lunch on t ime t h a t  day, which is  some-
what unusual i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company with t h e  work we were 
doing. So we would have probably been back over My Lai ,  and 
he re  I w i l l  allow a l i t t l e  b i t  of room f o r  r e f u e l i n g  and 
rearming, s i n c e  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how long it took us. We should 
have been back over My Lai  a t  0945. 

Q.  Somewhere around 0930 o r  0945? 

A. I n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  
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Q What time d id  you e a t  lunch? 

A. Well, a s  I s a i d ,  I a t e  lunch on t ime t h a t  day t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s o  we must have been back a t  
Duc Pho on t h e  ground and s h u t  down no l a t e r  than  1130. 

Q So, i f  you d id  come back over  t h e  a r e a ,  you were 
t h e r e  f o r  a per iod  of time less than  t h e  normal s t a t i o n  time? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  see ing  anything as  f a r  a s  your s p e c i f i c  
k i l l s ,  o r  checking them a t  t h a t  t ime t o  s e e  whether o r  no t  
they  had r e t r i e v e d  t h e  web gear  from t h i s  poin t?  

A.  Depending on how t h e  time would a c t u a l l y  work ou t .  
I f  it was t o  be put  on f i l m  and could be redone, I would say we 
probably d i d  not  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a rea  a f t e r  we re fue led .  The 
reason I say t h i s  i s  because a f t e r  we k i l l e d  t h i s . i n d i v i d u a 1  
a t  p o i n t  2 ,  we flew up t o  t h e  north t r y i n g  t o  conta in  these  
people.  We re turned  back t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  t h e  man was gone, and 
we were t h e r e  when t h e  i n f a n t r y  t roops  a r r ived .  

Q. A t  p o i n t  2? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  Perhaps we were n o t  t h e r e  when t h e  
i n f a n t r y  t roops  a r r i v e d  phys ica l ly  on t h a t  po in t .  However 
we d i d  hea r  on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything,  
obviously,  because t h e  man was gone when we checked it. We 
did--well we d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  af ter--and we d i d n ' t  go back t o  
t h a t  p o i n t ,  because we a l ready knew t h a t  the  man was gone. 

Q. So you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  had a t  l e a s t  a r r i v e d  
t o  t h e  sou theas te rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  sometime p r i o r  t o  0900? 

A.  I f e e l  t h a t  they  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  sou theas t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  our  a r r i v a l  a t  Duc Pho. I th ink  
t h a t ' s  a s  c l o s e  a s  I can come. 

Q So it could have been sometime l a t e r ,  and you could 
have go t t en  it over  t h e  r a d i o  while  en r o u t e  t o  Duc Pho? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  
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Q. Now you say you spen t  a l i t t l e  time i n  between 
t h e s e  t h r e e  f i r i n g  i n c i d e n t s  t r y i n g  t o  conta in  t h e  evadees 
t h a t  were going o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
You t r i e d  t o  keep them from escaping? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How d id  you do t h i s ?  

A. Well, w e  have s e v e r a l  techniques t h a t  we used a t  
var ious  t i m e s .  W e  come t o  wi th in  10 f e e t  and hover and g e t  
i n  f r o n t  of them, waved t o  them t o  go back--

Q ( In terpos ing)  Did you hover t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  towards 
them? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  we had some con tac t  with t h e  ground . 

t roops  concerning t h i s .  They were wanting us t o  t u r n  them 
back, which i s  normal. We went i n  and t r i e d ,  b u t  w e  were 
unsuccessful .  We went down t o  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  stopped 
i n  f r o n t  of them and waved and t o l d  them t o  go back and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s , . a n d  they j u s t  continued on. 

Q. Then d id  you g ive  up on t h i s  mission? 

A. This  must have been g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  c lose  t o  t h e  
t ime when w e  were due t o  r e f u e l .  

Q. So t h i s  w a s  p r i o r  t o  0900? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n c i d e n t s  o t h e r  than  t h e  f o u r  
t h a t  you have descr ibed? I t h i n k  f o r  the  purpose of t h e  
record  i f  you w i l l  i n d i c a t e  by a 4 t h a t  t h i s  is  
t h e  a rea  t h a t  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  evacuees o r  t h e  i n -
digenous Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. There w a s  a br idge-- i t  s t ands  o u t  a 
l i t t l e  c l e a r e r  on t h e  1:50,000 he re  (Exhibi t  MAP-5)--that 
t h e s e  people were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  across .  The people were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  and they were f a i r l y  spread 
ou t  over t h i s  l a r g e ,  open r i c e  paddy area  t o  t h e  nor theas t .  
There were people a l l  through here .  

Q They were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  across  t h e  b r idge  here?  

(MESSINGER) 62 APP T-147 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Well, some of them were heading f o r  t h e  b r idge  
and some was going t o  t h e  r i v e r  and t r y i n g  t o  walk across  
t h e r e .  

Q I f  you mark 4 where you th ink  they were. 

A. This  i s  t h e  br idge  I have i n  mind. 

Q - I f  you want t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  ske tch ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  
b r i d g e  i s  shown here? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  br idge  on t h e  1:50,000, i f  you w i l l ,  s i r ,  
i s  shown t o  be p r imar i ly  north--

Q.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, due nor th .  I see, t h a t ' s  
t h e  br idge  ac ross  t h e  Song D i e m  Diem River.  

A. Perhaps I ' m  going t o o  f a r  away from it then. T h a t ' s  
about a ki lometer  and a h a l f ,  o r  1,200 meters.  I may be a l i t t l e  
b i t  f a r  on it. This i s  probably t h e  b r idge  he re ,  t h i s  smal l  
b r idge  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  b u t  t h i s  is  the  one I had i n  my 
mind from looking a t  t h e  maps. I th ink  I ' m  a l i t t l e  b i t  
f a r  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  one, s o  t h i s  one would 
probably be--

Q ( In terpos ing)  The br idge  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph would probably be i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q This would be about 300 o r  400 meters? 

A. Yes, s ir .  The people would be coming gener-
a l l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  They weren ' t  
necessar i ly--I 'm f a i r l y  s u r e  t h e r e  were people on t h i s  path 
where it goes t o  t h e  br idge.  However, the  people from My 
Lai  ( 4 )  were genera l ly  i n  t h e  open going t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
where t h e  b r idge  c rosses  t h e  r i v e r .  Now t h e r e  were o t h e r  
people,  of course ,  o u t  i n  he re ,  j u s t  heading genera l ly  f o r  
t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. To t h e  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q I see .  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  ins t ances  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  now? You have descr ibed four .  A man 
t o  the  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  i d e n t i f i e d  by web gear ,  
and it was h e l d  up over t h e  heads of t h e  ground t roops  . 
when they a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  scene,  which as  I understand 
was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n .  The second i n c i d e n t  
was the  one i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of the  v i l l a g e ,  l a i d  
f ace  down and unconfirmed because he was gone a t  a 
l a t e r  time. The t h i r d  i n c i d e n t  was t h e  one j u s t  t o  
t h e  south ,  50 meters off 521. The f o u r t h  i n c i d e n t  
you descr ibed  as  t r y i n g  t o  keep the  people from 
evading t o  t h e  nor th  and t h e  nor theas t .  Was t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  Sharks d i d  t h a t  day t h a t  you can r e c a i l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h e r e  was anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
b u t  then t h i s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  d i d n ' t  seem s i g n i f i c a n t  
e i t h e r ,  because we were unsuccessful  i n  prevent ing  any-
body from leaving.  We d i d ,  a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  
go over he re  t o  t h e  e a s t  towards the  My Khe a r e a  and 
j u s t  genera l ly  f l y  around t h a t  v i l l a g e .  We had rece ived  
some f i r e  ou t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  W e  supported ground 
t roops i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  s o  we went 
over t o  s e e  i f  maybe somebody was s t i l l  around. 

Q On t h i s  day? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Y - About what t i m e  frame do you th ink  t h i s  
would have occurred? 

A. I would say--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Before,  a f t e r ,  o r  during any 
of the  i n c i d e n t s  which you descr ibed? 

A. I would have t o  say i t  was a f t e r  a l l  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t s ,  because it would be use less  f o r  us t o  go way 
over t h e r e  when we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  support  ground t roops  
i n  My Lai .  

Q Then it would have been towards ~e 
end of your time on s t a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Subsequent t o  16 March o r  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
of 16 March, do you r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  even t s  of t h e  
morning of 16 March w i t h  anyone? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  With whom? 

A. Well, i t ' s  q u i t e  common p r a c t i c e  when you 
f i n i s h  a miss ion  t o  s i t  around and t e l l  war s t o r i e s  
about  it. A s  w e  alreaGy po in t ed  o u t ,  my f i r s t ,  per-
s o n a l  k i l l  was an even t  t o  be remembered. Now I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  i n  going around t e l l i n g  everybody about  it, 
b u t  na . i u ra l ly  w e  d i s c u s s e d  it among t h e  gun p l a t o o n  
and w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

Q- You had flown f o r  a month behind t h e  gun
and h a d n ' t  g o t  a k i l l  y e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you t a l k  about  any of  t h e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  you took p a r t  i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I'm s u r e .  

Q J u s t  what you can r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d i d  d i s c u s s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  
p l a toon ,  f i n d i n g  t h i s  man w i t h  web g e a r  and t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t h e  o t h e r  une and t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  what happened 
t o  t h a t  man t h a t  we k i l l e d .  I t  w a s  k ind  of unusual  
f o r  a dead man t o  g e t  up and walk away. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  any weapons 
were p icked  up by t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don' t r e c a l l  what t h e  f i n a l - -
as a matter of  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any r e p o r t  
of My La i  ( 4 )  w h i l e  I was i n  Vietnam. 
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Q I see. 

A. I r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some VC, NVA, 
t h a t  type  k i l l e d .  There was some a c t i o n  up t h e r e  
which w e  a l r eady  k n ~ wby j u s t  what we had seen.  

Q Was it h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ?  

A. Nobody s h o t  a t  us.  

Q Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  
a h o s t i l e  a r e a ?  

A. I d i d ,  yes ,  s i r ,  due t o  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  
he re .  

Q. Did you t a k e  any f i r e  t h a t  day? 

A. K O ,  s i r .  

Q And you've i n d i c a t e d  you went i n t o  a low 
hover i n  f r o n t  of a whole bulich of  people t h a t  w e r e  
moving o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and d i d n ' t  f i r e  any s h o t s  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  H o s t i l e ?  

A. I was only t h e  p i l o t .  

Q. I unders tand your p o s i t i o n .  I want your--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  I ' m  ablq t o ,  I can make 
recommendations t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander when I f e l t  
he w a s n ' t  doing r i g h t .  I was d e f i n i t e l y  nervous of what 
he was doing,  because I d i d n ' t  feel- -but  l u c k i l y  w e  
d i d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e .  

Q Did e iLher  of t h e  Sharks,  t o  your knowledge, 
r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e ?  I 

A. No, s ir .  
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Q And y e t  you had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  it was 
i n  a h o s t i l e  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, sir.  This  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I 
had a c t u a l l y  s een  enemy t roops- -phys ica l ly  seen  :hem 
on t h e  ground. 

Q* I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  they  were what c o l o r ?  

2%. What c o l o r  c l o t h e s ?  The f i r s t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
The second and t h i r d  p o i n t s  were i n  b l a c k  o u t f i t s .  

Q I see. When you d i scussed  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  occur red  on t h e  morning then ,  d i d  you h e a r  what 
t h e  body count  was by anybody? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  Somebody might have 
mentioned it, b u t  body counts  - d o n ' t  s t i c k  w i t h  m e .  

Q Then you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a l a r g e  number of  k i l l s  
claimed? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  There may have been,  s e e i n g  as I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  much of t h e  i d e a  walking around and count ing  a l l  
t h e  dead bod ie s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So I p a i d  a s  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q Were t h e r e  dead 'bod ie s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q Did you d i s c u s s  w i t h  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  
your  a c t i v i t i e s  t h i s  day, o t h e r  t h a n  wi th  t h e  immediate 
members of your p l a toon?  

A. While i n  Vietnam o r  a t  any t ime? 

Q While i n  Vietnam? 

A. Well,  a s  I s a i d ,  of course  w e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
least  one i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  company, and probably t o  nly 
f r i e n d s  t h a t  I knew i n  o t h e r  u n i t s .  
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Q. I n  your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l s  
whi le  you were i n  Vietnam, d i d  you e v e r  hea r  of o r  d i d  , 

you e v e r  d i s c u s s  a l a r g e  body count  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of 16 March 1968? , 

A. I ' m  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I hea rd  r e p o r t s  o f  l a r g e  
body counts .  However, I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  them and I d i d n ' t  
a t tempt  t o  a s s o c i a t e  them wi th  anything.  I f  I hea rd  
about a l a r g e  body count ,  I j u s t  proceeded t o  f o r g e t  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  it would seem t o  m e  t h a t  it would be a 
b i t  s t r a n g e  t o  hea r  about a l a r g e  body count i n  an ope ra t ion  
t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  i n  an a r e a  t h a t  you thought  t o  
be h o s t i l e ,  and when you went i n  you d i d n ' t  t a k e  any 
f i r e  nor  h e a r  of anyone t a k i n g  any f i r e ,  So t o  come up 
wi th  a l a r g e  body count  would seem s t r a n g e  t o  m e  and 
would r i n g  some gongs i n  my head. I t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  do 
t h a t  t o  you? 

A, I wou ldn ' t  be  amazed a t  a l a r g e  body count  
i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  

Q Why? 

A. W e  s p o t t e d  t h r e e  enemy s o l d i e r s ,  and t h i s  
is--of course ,  n o t  having t h e  t ime i n  t h e  gunships--never 
having seen  an enemy s o l d i e r  b e f o r e ,  I thought  i f  you 
could ca t ch  t h r e e  j u s t  f l y i n g  around t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
must be a bulich of  them. 

Q Without f i r i n g ?  Without any of them f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A f t e r  it happened I f e l t  t h a t  w e  
must have r e a l l y  caught  them by s u r p r i s e  o r  something, 
because a s  I s t a t e d ,  two of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had weapons. 
They could have been f i r i n g .  

Q. Did you h e a r  o r  d i d  you d i s c u s s  a t  any t i m e  
whi le  i n  Vietnam wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an 
whi le  i n  Vietnam wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  made of an o p e r a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  
sometime i n  t h e  middle of March 1968? 
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A. No, sir.  The f i r s t  I hea rd  of  it was on 
t e l e v i s i o n .  

Q You d i s c u s s e d  no such t h i n g  a s  l a r g e  counts  
of c i v i l i a n  noncomlatanta ,  o r  any type  of indigenous 
Vietnamese o t h e r  t h a n  s o l d i e r s  be ing  k i l l e d  on 16 March 
wi th  any o t h e r  individu; . l s?  

A. No, sir.  Of course ,  anybody t h a t ' s  been 
t o  V i e t ~ l a mhas  heard  a l l  t h e  war s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  b a r s  
about ,  w e l l ,  you are a good gunship p i l o t  i f  you can 
shoo t  a t  a woman c a r r y i n g  a baby and h i t  t h e  baby with-
o u t  h i t t i n g  t h e  woman. I j u s t  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
a s  be ing  h o t  a i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  Sharks doing it? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You would have remembered t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir .  We on ly  engaged t a r g e t s  t h a t  were 
m i l i t a r y .  

Q I t a k e  it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With t h e  excep t ion ,  i f  I may, 
s i r ,  when w e  were c a l l e d  on a miss ion .  For i n s t a n c e  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  we d i s c u s s e d ,  when t h e  obse rve r s  were d i r e c t i n g  
our  f i r e  t o  a p o i n t .  

Q I t a k e  it you were p r e t t y  proud of  t h e  Sharks? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q . D i d  you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  pro-
f e s s i o n a l s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A l l  gunship p i l o t s  a t  t h e  t ime 
I jo ined  t h e  Sharks w e r e  a i r c r a f t  commanders i n  s l i c k s ,  
and were supposed t o  have had a minimum of 200  hours  
f l i g h t  t ime i n  Hueys. 
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Q w e l l  q u a l i f i e d ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q Disc r imina t e  i n  t h e  employment of f i repower?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Knowledgeable m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Goo6 t h i n k i n g  people?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Upon your  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  d i d  
you d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  any o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  cou ld  
be compared i n  any t e r m s  of r e f e r e n c e  w i t h  c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  k i l l e d  o r  noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d ,  o r  any 
of t h o s e  t i m e s  w i t h  any i n d i v i d u a l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MCCRARY? 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  I'll have t o  answer t h a t  i n  some 
gene ra l  t e r m s .  People  t h a t  f i n d  out '  t h a t  you' re i n  
t h e  s e r v i c e ,  one of  t h e i r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  i s ,  "Were t h e r e  
c i v i l i a n s  k i i l e d ? " ~  To my knowledge, no. This  i s  what 
I t o l d  everybody t h a t  asked me. 1 ' v e  d i scus sed  q u i t e  
a few o p e r a t i o n s  from my s t a n d p o i n t  w i th  people .  The 
one t h a t  s t a n d s  i n  my mind i s  making a gulirun on a 
.50 c a l i b e r  p o s i t i o n  and t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g .  I d i s -
cussed my one supposed K I A  w i t h  people .  But no, I 
h a v e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  any c i v i l i a n  noncombatant k i l l i n g s .  

Q - Did you g e t  any more k i l l s  w h i l e  you were 
i n  Vietnam'? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q That  w a s  t h e  on ly  one? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q Other  t han  Captain  MCCRARY, have you t a l k e d  
t o  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  o r  member of t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h -
ment o r  t h e  government of  t h e  United S t a t e s  of t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  on t h i s  day? 

A. Well ,  s i r ,  h e r e  a g a i n ,  My L a i  has  been d i s -
cussed  a l l  over  F o r t  Wolters  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  news media 
had p u t  it on t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  and newspapers. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  happened accord ing  t o  t h e  
news, s o  we have d i s c u s s e d  it a s  t o  g e n e r a l  t e r m s ,  such 
as could t h a t  have happened? 

Q. I see. Have you d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  anybody
t h a t  was t h e r e  o r  i n  your  u n i t  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t han  Capta in  MCCRARY. 

Q And he 's  t h e  on ly  one? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. That  i n c l u d e s  t h e  1 4 t h  Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Any of t h e  Task Force  Barker  personne l?  

A. Other  t han  t h e  personne l  I m e t  h e r e ,  and 
wha t ' s  been d i s c u s s e d  a long  t h e  l i n e s  of where were  
you s t a t i o n e d  and were you a t  My La i  t h a t  day. T h a t ' s  

/ t h e  on ly  t h i n g ,  s ir .  

Q. Then, a s  I unders tand it, you know of no 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having been conducted of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  I know of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted,  y e s ,  
sir. 

Q - What i nves  t i q a t i o n ?  

A. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I ' v e  hea rd  on t e l e -
v i s i o n  and r ead  about  i n  t h e  newspaper t h a t  they  were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  on 16 March 1968. 
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Q- Who i s  they?  

A. The m i l i t a r y ,  I assume. 

Q. When d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. L e t ' s  see. I guess  I f i r s t  h e a r d  it around 
November. 

Q You k n ~ wo f  no e f f o r t s  by any i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  suppress  i n fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  
you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know why it would be suppressed. '  
Frolz my s t a n d p o i n t  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  t o  suppress .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  w i l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1227 hour s ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1235 hour s ,  14 January 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(MR MESSINGER was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  
under o a t h  and he t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

RCDR : A l l  persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t ,  w i th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of COL FRANKLIN. 

COL FRANKLIN: Th i s  gunship prep  t h a t  you f i r e d ,  w a s  
it p l a n e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You knew b e f o r e  you made t h e  i n s e r t i o n  t h a t  you 
were going t o  make a prep?  I, 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q HOW d i d  you happen t o  p rep  where you t o l d  
us t h a t  you preped? Why d i d  you p i ck  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  sur rounding  a r e a  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  
w a s  a l l  r e l a t i v e l y  open wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  t r e e s  
and s t u f f  i n  t h e  a r e a  tI-at I was prepping.  W e  t r i e d  
t o  p rep  an a r e a  t h a t  con ta ined  concealment. 

Q You w e r e n ' t  g iven any guidance b e f o r e ,  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ,  as t o  where t h e  bad guys were go ing  
t o  be ,  s o  t h a t ' s  where you prepped? 

A. No, s ir .  I remember some p a r t  of  a b r i e f -
i n g  about  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  amount of enemy t r o o p s  
w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  However, t h e  prep  i s  always r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  t h e  LZ and r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e ,  around an a r e a  t h a t  
w e ' r e  going t o  be  concerned about .  

Q Right .  Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  MAGnO, 
o r  L ieu t enan t  MAGNO. Perhaps could he have been t h e  
one t h a t  gave you t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q * Lieu tenan t  MILLIKAN? 

A. I'm n o t  s u r e  a s  t o  whom t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  
w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  was h i s  job o r  t h e  company commander's 
t o  b r i e f  u s .  

Q Colcne l  PATTERSON touched on t h i s .  This  i s  
known t o  be  2 f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n .  The re ' s  been a t  l e a s t  
two bloody f i g h t s  i n  Task Force Barker .  A t  l e a s t  p a r t  
of t h e  company expec ted  t o  run up a g a i n s t  .50 c a l i b e r s  
and mor t a r s ,  and everybody e l s e  dug i n  a long  h e r e .  And 
i t ' s  a l i t t l e  ha rd  f o r  me t o  unders tand why you are 
prepping ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo ,  
la ter  E x h i b i t  P-159) when they  a r e  going t o  be going 
through a v i l l a g e  t h s t  has  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s  i n  it. 
Now w e  had a p i l o t  named BURTON who c la ims  he w a s  
prepping on t h e  wes t  and he looked over  and t h e r e  
w a s  ano the r  gunship on t h e  e a s t ,  o r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  s l i c k s ,  on t h e  v i l l a g e  s i d e ,  and they  were 
prepping.  
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Now j u s t  t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  a l i t t l e  b i t  h e r e .  I want 
t o  know if anybody f i r e d  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e - - a t  l e a s t  
f i r e d  a long  t h i s  hedge l i n e  h e r e  which would have been 
a very obvious ,  l o g i c a l  p l a c e  t o  f i r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  The b e s t  I can remember, 
I was on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  f i r i n g ,  and I could  be wrong. 
I t  seems l i k e l y  t o  m e  t h a t  somebody would be cover ing  
t h a t  s i d e .  

Q Now we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  a d i s t a n c e  h e r e  of  
about  200 meters .  Why c a n ' t  one gunship f l y  h e r e  and 
one gunship f l y  he re?  This  one could c e r t a i n l y  cover 
t h i s  one,  y o u ' r e  n o t  i n  t r a i l ,  an3  p rep  t h i s  area. Why 
c o u l d n ' t  bo th  areas be prepped? 

A. I f  you s p l i t  a team, a s  y o u ' r e  prepping,  t h e  
l i f t s  s h i p s  a r e  making t h e i r  approach, s o  you c a n ' t  cover  
a c r o s s  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s '  fo rmat ion ,  y o u ' r e  f i r i n g  through 
your  a i r c r a f t  o r  i n  f r o n t  of  them. 

Q Of cou r se  t h e r e ' s  a t  l e a s t  one d i v i s i o n  I know 
o f  t h a t  used t o  have one guliship on e i t h e r  s i d e  of a 
l i f t ,  and t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  most d e s i r a b l e  way t h a t  it can 
be done. What do you know about  t h a t  v i l l a g e  be ing  
prepped,  a t  leas t  t h e  wes t e rn  edge of t h a t  v i l l a g e  be-
i n g  prepped? What can you say  about  t h a t ?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can Gay c e r t a i n l y  
i s  t h a t  it should  have been prepped.  

Q What r e s t r i c t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you g e t
about  f i r i n g  on t h e  v i l l a g e  of My ~ a i : '( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s ir .  

Q No r e s t r i c t i o n s .  You engaged t h a t  guy i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  corner .  You made your  pass  I t h i n k  from 
sou th  t o  n o r t h .  You f i r e d .  What d i d  you f i r e ,  r o c k e t s  
o r  miniguns? 

A.  Miniguns. 
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Q J u s t  miniguns. So you d i d  f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h i s  d i d n ' t  appear  t o  you t o  be- - th i s  d o e s n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  
any th ing  t o  you a s  f a r  as be ing  unusual--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
were any o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  area--granted t h e r e  could 
have been and t h e r e  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  would have been. 
I might p o i n t  o u t  t h e  l e a d  s h i p  t u rned  and f i r e d  two 
r o c k e t s  and bo.th of them f e l l  s h o r t  of t h a t  t r a i l  on t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  s i d e ,  and then  as we r o l l e d  i n  my minigun f i r e  
was con ta ined  t o  t h e  pa th .  Granted,  r i c o c h e t s  would come 
o f f ,  b u t  t h e  s t ream of  f i r e  was down t h e  pa th .  

Q. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  pa th  went through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

LTC PATTERSON: You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  nor th-south 
t r a i l .  

A. What I ' m  s ay ing  i s  r a t h e r  t han  j u s t  s c a t t e r -
i n g  b u l l e t s  i n  a l a r g e  a r e a ,  I was c o n c e n t r a t i n g  f i r e  
on a p a t h ,  s o  t h a t  a man s tanding- - i f  you w i l l  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  l a r g e  p i c t u r e  map--a man s t a n d i n g  t o  t h e  west  
of t h a t  b i g  clump of t r e e s  probably wouldn ' t  have been 
bo the red  by the f i r e .  

Q . You t h i n k  y o u ' r e  t h a t  good wi th  t hose  miniguns? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' m  t h a t  good, b u t  he 
wou ldn ' t  have been bo thered .  He s h o u l d n ' t  have been 
bo thered .  A man s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  have been bo thered  
by d i r e c t  f i r e .  C e r t a i n l y  a r i c o c h e t  might cause  him 
some problems. 

Q W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  then  t h a t  
you were g iven  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  I f  you w e r e n ' t ,  d o n ' t  say  
so .  Were t h e r e  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i r i n g  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i th  r ega rd  
t o  f i r i n g '  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
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Q W e l l ,  you normally would n o t  f i r e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s ,  r i g h t ?  How about  normal ly ,  when you are 
f i r i n g  and he runs  i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Can you en-
gage him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You are p e r m i t t e d  t o  do t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  anyone say ing  you c o u l d n ' t  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i f  t h e r e  w a s  known enemy, i f  you had your  t a r g e t s  confirmed. 

Q One man runs  ' i n  a h u t  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  popula ted  
area, and t h e  r u l e s  of engagement f o r  t h e  Sharks  was such 
t h a t  you could  engage? 

A. Yes , , s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. 

Q Do you r e a l l y  t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  engage 
a man i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  miniguns and r o c k e t s  and n o t  
s t a n d  a very  good p o s s i b i l i t y  of ordnance f a l l i n g  o t h e r  
t h a n  where y o u ' r e  aiming it and h u r t i n g  people  i n s i d e  
of  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  would 
be  t h e  ca se .  When y o u ' r e  making a gunrun t h e r e ' s  
every chance of  s h r a p n e l ,  r i c o c h e t s ,  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t  i n j u r i n g  pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q .  Well,  I ' l l  t e l l  you, y o a ' r e  going back t o  Vietnam. 
You had b e t t e r  g e t  ho ld  of  your r u l e s  of engagement, because 
t h a t  i s  e x p r e s s l y  forb idden .  Now you s a w  a l o t  of people  
moving o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How about  t o  t h e  sou th  and southwest  and down 
Highway 521? 

(COL FRANKLIN depa r t ed  t h e  hea r ing . )  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A s  I commented e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
day,  a s  w e  f l ew by t h i s  a r e a  o r  sometime du r ing  t h e  
day,  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of people  a longs ide  of 
521 towards t h i s  v i l l a g e  shown i n  t h e  co rne r  of t h e  
aer ia l  photo.  

Q How about t h e  problems w i t h  t h e  CA? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n  I c o u l d n ' t  
say  where. I was c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on t h e  prep  and t h e  
s l i c k  s h i p s .  

Q Within a h a l f  hour  o r  a f t e r  t h e  CA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I would say  t h a t  as soon as t h e  
l i f t  s h i p s  touched t h e  ground, people  began l e a v i n g  My L a i  
i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  

Q • I n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o u t h  and 
southwest?  

A. With t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  w e s t ,  because t h a t ' s  
where t h e  l i f t  was. 

Q Were t h e  people-- there  were people  running
down t o  t h e  sou th  and t h e r e  were people  down on 521? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You mentioned e a r l i e r  i n  your  t es t imony 
t h a t  you were t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  people  i n .  How d i d  you 
do t h a t  i n  a gunship? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  normally you s t a r t  o f f  by f i r i n g  
low i n  f r o n t  of them and hope fu l ly  t h i s  w i l l  g i v e  them 
t h e  i d e a  t o  go back,  a s  we d i d  i n  t h i s  ca se .  W e  a l s o  
came i n  a lmos t  t o  a hover  and waved t h e  people  back ,  
motioned them back. Sometimes w e ' r e  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of them. 

Q D i d  you f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of them on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
miss ion? 
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A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q Suppose t h e y  j u s t  keep going? 

A. Unless t h e  ground commander would g i v e  per -
miss ion  t o  engage them f o r  some r eason ,  you c a n ' t  do 
anyth ing  about  it. They j u s t  keep on going,  which i n  
most ca ses  happens. 

Q. Did t h e  ground commander e v e r  g i v e  you per-
miss ion  t o  engage a bunch of people  on t h i s  miss ion?  

A. No, sir. W e  .didn ' t engage any unarmed. per-
sonne l  on t h i s  miss ion.  

Q.  Thi s  man you saw armed. What was he armed 
wi th?  

A. I t  w a s  a r i f l e .  

Q What d i s t a n c e  w e r e  you from him? 

A. No more t h a n  50 f e e t .  

Q T h e r e ' s  no doubt  i n  your mind t h a t  he had 
a r i f l e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  f i r i n g  o r  making 
a pas s  on a group o f  people  on 521? 

A. Not a group of people ,  no,  s i r .  

Q How many people?  

A. One, a man wi th  a weapon. 

Q W e  had a c a p t a i n  come i n  h e r e  and t e l l  u s  
t h a t  he heard  miniguns and a whole bunch of people  go-
i n g  down 521. He hea rd  miniguns f i r i n g  and he looked 
around and saw 20 t o  50 bodies .  H e  was f l y i n g  i n  a War-
l o r d  gunship.  
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A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e f u t e  h i s  tes t imony.  I know 
I d i d n ' t  do i t .  I on ly  f lew t h e  minigun one day--as 
a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  I remember t h e  day w e l l ,  because most 
of t h e  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  f i r e  it. When y o u ' r e  hover-
i n g  around a t  50 f e e t ,  you j u s t  d o n ' t  f i r e  your miniguns. 

Q W e l l ,  somebody f i r e d ,  i n  t h o s e  two Sharks ,  
about  13,500 rounds of  machinegun ammunition? 

A. T h a t ' s  unders tandable .  . We f i r e d  on t h e  prep--
two gunships  p l u s  my f i r i n g .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  
f i r i n g  by t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ,  b u t  t hey  may have f i r e d  t h e i r  
guns a t  something. 

Q Would you have known i f  t h e  o t h e r  gunship 
w a s  making a f i r i n g  pas s  on 521? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  normally I would say y e s ,  b u t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  due t o  t h e  t y p e  work w e  were doing,  
we were s p l i t  up a t  t imes .  We g o t  busy doing something 
and t h e  o t h e r  s h i p  went o f f  and d i d  something else.. 
But I t h i n k  i f  he was making a gunrun down 521, s u r e l y  
w e  would have been wi th  him. 

Q Do you t h i n k  a Shark p i l o t  would make a run  
on a road i f  it was very  e v i d e n t  t h a t  most of t h e  people  
were women and c h i l d r e n ,  and f i r e  on them?. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  anyone would 
do t h a t  i n  t h e  Armed Forces .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  why t h i s  c a p t a i n  would 
make t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  y o u ' r e  concerned,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
p rep ,  t h e  gunships  on ly  engaged t h o s e  t h r e e  enemy of 
which you have spoken? 

A. T h a t '  s c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  
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Q I unders tand  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 
l a r g e  numbers o f  bod ie s  around t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q And you l e f t  about 0900? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  probably t o  r e f u e l .  W e  l e f t  t h e  
a r e a  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 0900, and I ' m  u n c e r t a i n  as t o  whether 

a o r  n o t  w e  d i d  come back. However, i f  w e  had come back,  
we would have been gone from t h e r e  by 1100. 

Q Well ,  w e  have f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  
by t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  s t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were bodies  a long  
521. There were bodies  h e r e ;  t h e r e  w e r e  a l a r g e  number 
of bodies  h e r e  perhaps ;  t h e r e  were bod ie s  a l l  around 
i n s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now you guys a r e  f l y i n g  gunships  
and supposed t o  be obse rvan t  and looking.  You d i d n ' t  
s e e  any of  t h e s e  bod ie s?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q Did anybody, any of  your crew, ove r  t h e  
in tercom,  comment about  t h e  bod ie s  down t h e r e ?  Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of  t h e  t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s :  

Q W a s  My L a i  ( 4 )  burning? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I t ' s  
n o t  unusual  t o  s e e  f i r e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  a combat 
a s s a u l t .  You j u s t  took it as something t h a t  would be 
happening any day. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anybody coming i n  on any of 
your "pushes" ,  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s , ,  commenting on 
t h e  l a r g e  amount of  k i l l i n g  going on? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  
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Q W e l l ,  you and t h e  Warlords were o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  same a r e a .  How d i d  you coo rd ina t e  t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  i n s t a n c e  I can remember some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  happening. I t  was my unders tanding  t h a t  
t h e  Warlords would s t a y  sou th  of 521 and w e  would s t a y  
n o r t h  of  521. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  communicating i n  t h e  a i r  
w i t h  t h e  Warlords? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  communicate wi th  
them. The a i r c r a f t  commander may have. 

Q You wouldn ' t  be moni tor ing t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A s  I brought  up a few minutes  ago, 
I may be l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h r e e  r a d i o s ,  and I normally d o n ' t  
l i s t e n  t o  t h e  one t h a t  somebody i s  busy wi th .  I n  o t h e r  
words, i f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
Warlords it would no t  be impor tan t  t o  m e ,  because I would 
be more concerned wi th  t h e  o t h e r  two f r equenc ie s  t h a t  
somebody may be t r y i n g  t o  reach  us on. You s e e  what 
I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ?  H e ' s  t a l k i n g  on UHF. I ' m  going t o  l i s t e n  
t o  VHF and FM c l o s e l y  i n  ca se  somebody e l s e  c a l l s .  

Q- For a CA, and y o u ' r e  going t o  be f l y i n g  gun 
f o r  a company i n  a CAI w h a t ' s  t h e  average l e n g t h  of a 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. For  t h e  average b r i e f i n g ?  

Q Yes. 

A. A s  a p i l o t ,  I ' d  say  t h e  average l e n g t h  of 
a b r i e f i n g  would be 5 t o  1 0  minutes.  For an a i r c r a f t  
commander, it would depend on t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
For a run-of - the-mi l l ,  d a i l y  combat a s s a u l t  it would be 
t h e  same t h i n g :  c a l l  down, g i v e  u s  ' a  miss ion s h e e t ,  
go ahead and do  it. 

Q. Would you c l a s s i f y  t h i s ,  n o t  knowing what 
you know now, b u t  be fo re  t h i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  came o u t ,  
a s  a run-of- the-mil l  ope ra t ion?  
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A. With n i n e  s h i p s  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  
p resen t - - for  i n s t a n c e ,  I don 't r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  t h e  
b lock ing  company t o  t h e  n o r t h  whi le  I w a s  t h e r e .  But 
I would say  t h e r e  should  have been a b r i e f i n g ,  probably a 
30-minute b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  i f  it w a s  o rgan ized  
t h a t  soon. 

Q. The p i l o t s  wou ldn ' t  neces sa r i l y - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. I t ' s  my impress ion  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a b r i e f i n g ,  a l though  I cannot  r e c a l l  it. When y o u ' r e  
working w i t h  two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  and as you 
mentioned t h e  Warlords were a s s igned  an a r e a  and w e  w e r e  as-
s igned  an a r e a ,  t h e r e  would have been a b r i e f i n g  by t h e  company 
commander o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  ou r  company t h e  n i g h t  be- 
f o r e ,  p robably  about  30  minutes ,  cover ing  what we were go ing  
t o  do  and t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. So you thought  t h e r e  might w e l l  have been a b r i e f i n g ,  
b u t  you d o n ' t  recal l  what was i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

1 

A. By deduc t ion ,  t h e r e  should  have been a b r i e f i n g .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  because w e  g o t  b r i e f i n g s  r e g u l a r l y .  

Q- Who would normally go t o  t h e  ground u n i t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. The a i r c r a f t  commander of t h e  l e a d  s l i c k  air-
c r a f t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one I e v e r  remember go ing  t o  a ground 
commander's b r i e f i n g  u n l e s s  it would be t h e  company commander 
h imse l f .  

LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  make t h e  marks you made 
on t h e  photo  a m a t t e r  o f  r e c o r d  and have you s i g n  it. 

( A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  marks made on t h e  o r i g i n a l  ae r -
i a l  photographs by KR MESSINGER a r e  t ransposed  t o  an iden-
t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph and anno ta t ed  by MR MESSINGER. The 
annota ted  photo w a s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as E x h i b i t  
P-159. ) 

I 

A. I have i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ( l a t e r  
E x h i b i t  P-159) t h e  Vietnamese wi th  web g e a r  engaged by my 
s h i p  and thought  t o  be  dead,  confirmed by ground t r o o p s .  
This  i s  p o s i t i o n  1. 
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P o s i t i o n  2 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i s  marked i n d i c a t i n g  a  
Vietnamese man w i t h  r i f l e  engaged by bo th  a i r c r a f t  and thought  
t o  be k i l l e d ,  unconfirmed by ground t r o o p s ,  subsequent  check 
by a i r  i n d i c a t e d  man had d i sappeared .  p o s i t i o n  3 marked i n d i -  
c a t i n g  Vietnamese man w i t h  r i f l e  engaged by my a i r c r a f t ,  and 
approximately  50 meters  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  southwest  a p o s i t i o n  i s  
marked w i t h  an arrow from 3 t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  where t h e  man was l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  R e s u l t s  
of t h e  engagement a r e  unknown. P o s i t i o n  4 i s  marked w i t h  
a l a r g e  arrow as w e l l  a s  a numeral i n d i c a t i n g  many Vietnamese 
l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  most ly  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males.  

Q .  I t  i s  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  you a r e  s i g n i n g  
a ' s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph has  been p repa red  from 
memory a t  Washington, D.C. ,  on 1 4  January  1970. The legend  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  i n d i c a t e d  by a c i r c l e ,  and t h i s  photo  
i s  e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-159. M r .  MESSINGER, b e f o r e  we ad journ  
I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  anyth ing  t h a t  
you f e e l  may be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes  of o u r  i n q u i r y ,  o r  
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you would d e s i r e  t o  make? 

A. W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  s a y  one t h i n g ,  and t h a t  i s  
it was my op in ion  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  around My La i  ( 4 ) ,  t o  i n c l u d e  
from My L a i  t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  from what I i:efer t o  as t h e  Quang 
Ngai River  n o r t h  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  t h a t  t h a t  a r e a  was ex-
t remely  h o s t i l e  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I se rved  t h e r e .  

Q - Would you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. No, sir.  I t  w a s n ' t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone, b u t  I ' m  
reminded of an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l a c e  sometime b e f o r e .  
A marine r e c e i v e d  a  Congress iona l  Medal of Honor f o r  r e s c u i n g  
fou r  men o f f  t h e  beach which was east  of My La i .  Also we had 
s e v e r a l  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  area--companies t h a t  were 
mortared t h a t  w e  suppor ted  du r ing  both--normally,  it was n i g h t  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  a t t a c k ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  suppor t ed  
ground t r o o p s  e a s t  of  My Lai  i n  f i r e  f i g h t s .  

Q .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  say? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

LTC PATTERSON: W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  M r .  MES-
SINGER. You c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y ,  as I ' m  s u r e  you know, t o  
t h e  purposes  of  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  s o r t  o u t  and p i e c e  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
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of My Lai  ( 4 )  . I a p p r e c i a t e  your coming up from your  s t a t i o n  
and r e g r e t  t a k i n g  you away from your d u t i e s .  I f  a f t e r  you 
l eave  h e r e ,  you e v e r  r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  w e  have n o t  
d i scussed  t h a t  you t h i n k  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i n q u i r y  t h a t  w e  a r e  
conduct ing,  o r  come ac ross  any documents, o r  photos ,  o r  l e t t e r s  
t h a t  you might have w r i t t e n ,  o r  any type  of p h y s i c a l  evidence 
such a s  t a p e  r eco rd ings  and p i c t u r e s ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  i f  
you would l e t  us  know and g e t  them t o  us by t h e  most exped i t ious  
means. Do you have any such evidence, t h a t  you know of now? 

A. No, sir.  I checked my l e t t e r s  home which my'wife 
saves  and t h e r e ' s  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  the:  occurrence.  

LTC PATTERSON: I want t o  remind you o f ,  and I w i l l  r ead  
verbat im,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you w i l l  t ake  wi th  you when 
you l eave  through t h a t  door. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should n o t  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  
through o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  i nc lud ing  any 
subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h i s  one,  and any r e p o r t s ,  w i th  
any person who may .have  been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
i n  any way. 

This  does n o t  apply,  of course ,  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case  i n  another  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  proceeding,  o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  a s  
you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i -  
c i a l  d u t i e s .  Do you unders tand those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You have no ques t ions  about what you can o r  cannot  
d i s c u s s  i n  t h i s  case?  

A. No, s i r ,  I unders tand completely. 

Q - I f  you have any, ques t ions  be s u r e  and c o n t a c t  us?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: This  h e a r i n g  i s  adjourned. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1307 hours ,  1 4  January 1 970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MOYS, Joseph C. CWO 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 8 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 3d P l a toon  (Sha rks ) , 
174th  H e l i c o p t e r  Company, 1 4 t h  Av ia t i on  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. RULES.OF ENGAGEMENT AS PRACTICED BY THE SHARKS. 

M r .  MOYS was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  3d p l a t o o n ,  174th  H e l i c o p t e r  
company on abou t  1 January  1968. Th i s  was t h e  company's 
gunsh ip  p l a t o o n  c o l l o q u i a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Sharks"  
(pg.  3 ) .  T h e i r  gunships  had a l a r g e  c a r i c a t u r e  o f  a s h a r k ' s  
head  and t e e t h  on t h e i r  noses  (pg.  6 1 ) .  The Sharks  normal ly  
were n o t  t o  engage pe r sonne l  w i t h o u t  weapons. They would 
f i r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  people  who were running  o r  evading  w i t h o u t  
weapons u n l e s s  ground t o  a i r  f i r e  made t h i s  unduly dangerous 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  I t  was n o t  uncommon f o r  them t o  p u t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  evading  person  and wave him back t o  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  (pg .  1 0 ) .  The Sharks  were p r o h i b i t e d  from s h o o t i n g  
up a v i l l a g e  i f  r e c e i v i n g  s p o r a d i c  f i r e  u n l e s s  t hey  were i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  I t  was p e r m i s s i b l e  t o  f i r e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  on ly  when t h e  enemy was p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  and 
s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  populace  (pg.  11). Smoke was quite o f t e n  
used t o  mark i n d i v i d u a l s  t hey  f e l t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  shou ld  
apprehend (pg.  12 )  . However, no SO1 was fo l lowed r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  smoke (pg.  12 )  . 

They would engage hootches  on ly  when t h e  i n f a n t r y  would 
come under  heavy f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  When unarmed people  
were s e e n  i n  t h e  open, t h i s  u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  were no 
enemy. around (pg. 17) . 
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2.  SHARK'S SOP FOR COMBAT ASSAULTS. 

a .  A i r c r a f t ,  armament and pe r sonne l .  

The Shark p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  was L i e u t e n a n t  McCRARY. 
T h e i r  gunsh ips  were U H - 1  models. They had two t o  f o u r  
minigun s h i p s  and two a i r c r a f t  were armed w i t h  a 40mm gun. 
A l l  s h i p s  were armed w i t h  2.75 i n c h  r o c k e t s .  T h e i r  b a s i c  
l o a d  was 250 rounds f o r  t h e  40mm , 6000 rounds f o r  t h e  
minigun s h i p s  and a l l  s h i p s  c a r r i e d  1 4  2.75 i nch  r o c k e t s  
(pg.  4 ) .  Each s h i p  had an a i r c r a f t  commander, a p i l o t  
and two doorgunners .  

b .  Procedures  u t i l i z e d  by t h e  174th d u r i n g  combat 
a s s a u l t s .  

The s l i c k s  would pop r e d  smoke i f  t h e  LZ was h o t  
(pg.  1 2 ) .  .The s l i c k  f l i g h t  l e a d e r ' s  c a l l  s i g n  was Dolphin 
Lead o r  Dolphin S i x  i f  i n  f a c t  it  was t h e  1 7 4 t h ' ~  commander 
(pg .  2 6 ) .  

The Sharks  normal ly  o p e r a t e d  i n  a two s h i p  f i r e  
team s p l i t  s o  a s  t o  cove r  t h e  f l a n k s  of  t h e  s l i c k  format ion  
(pg.  22) . I n  prepping  a s u s p e c t e d  h o t  LZ a d j a c e n t  t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  360 deg rees  t a n g e n t  t o  t h e  LZ would be  covered 
w i t h  s u p p r e s s i n g  f i r e s  (pg.  20) . Normally,  t h e  t r e e l i n e  
between t h e  LZ and t h e  v i l l a g e  would be engaged w i t h  
s u p p r e s s i n g  f i r e s  (pg.  16 )  . There was no e s t a b l i s h e d  SOP 
f o r  gunruns.  The s i t u a t i o n  de te rmined  t h e  t ype  of run 
made (pg .  1 4 ) .  While awa i t i ng  t h e  second l i f t ,  t h e i r  c h i e f  
miss ion  was t o  cove r  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  They would f l y  a h igh  
and low s h i p  p a t t e r n  o v e r  t h e  LZ (pg.  2 3 ) .  I f  no f i r e  was 
r e c e i v e d  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  t h e r e  was no r ea son  t o  u t i l i z e  
s u p p r e s s i n g  f i r e s  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  (pg.  2 6 ) .  

Although they  had a UHF c a p a b i l i t y ,  t hey  would 
normal ly  be on t h e  ground commander's FM f requency  (pgs .  24 ,  
2 5 ) .  Once t h e  sweep was begun, t h e  Sharks  would f l y  cove r  
t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y ' s  f r o n t  (pg.  2 4 ) .  

The normal l i f t  was t o  cover  t h e  s l i c k s  coming i n ,  
cover  t h e  LZ, and remain on c a l l  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime  
(pgs:27, 3 5 ) .  Scout  and gunsh ips  from t h e  123d would 
normal ly  come on s t a t i o n  and r e p l a c e  t h e  Sharks  (pg.  2 7 ) .  
The Sharks  had t h e  pr imary miss ion  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  
(pg.  2 7 ) .  
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3. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
MOYS could  n o t  i d e n t i f y  16 March 1968 a s  be ing  any

d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  day o r  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  could  n o t  
r e c a l l  e v e n t s  i n  h i s  memory a s  having  Occurred on 16 arch 
(pg. 6 2 ) .  The g e n e r a l  a r e a  a s  d e p i c t e d  by Exh ib i t  P-45 
d i d  n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  h i s  mind. A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  
t a p e  ( E x h i b i t  M-20), MOYS was s t i l l  unable  t o  remember i f  t h e  
f o u r  and one-half  hours  he f lew t h a t  day was i n  suppor t  of 
C/1/20 o r  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  Que Son 
v a l l e y  (pgs .  64-66) . 

However, t h e  w i t n e s s  remembered engaging an i n d i v i d u a l  
evading  one day who was unarmed. H e  was ordered t o  engage 
him s o  t h a t  he  would n o t  evade i n t o  a t r e e l i n e  (pgs.  38,391 . 
MOYS' gunship  k i l l e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  (pg.  39 ) .  This  probably 
occu r red  w e s t  o f  H i l l  85 (pg.  4 2 ) .  Otherwise anyone he 
enqaqed t h a t  day w a s  c a r r y i n g  a weapon (pg. 38) .  MOYS a l s o  
d e s c r i b e d  k i l l i n g  two t o  f i v e  enemy s o l d i e r s  n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  LZ i n  a t r e n c h  network. They had t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  enemy equipment,  (pgs .  47, 4 8 ) .  
On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  MOYS r e c a l l e d  t h a t  it was t h e  
low s h i p  t h a t  engaged t h e  VC w i th  weapons and h i s  a i r c r a f t  
t h a t  k i l l e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i thou t  a weapon (pg. 4 7 ) .  

MOYS neve r  saw a l a r g e  group o f  c i v i l i a n  bodies  
d u r i n g  h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam (pg.  5 3 ) .  I f  he had been a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  and seen  a l a r g e  number o f  b o d i e s ,  he  knew t h a t  
he  would remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  52,  5 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e  of  t h e  Sharks  be ing  vengefu l  
and a t t a c k i n g  a v i l l a g e  o r  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  59) . 

An e x p e n d i t u r e  of  13,500 rounds o f  7.62 ammunition 
and 35 r o c k e t s  f o r  a l i g h t  f i r e  team o f  two s h i p s  would be 
abnormal u n l e s s  t h e  i n f a n t r y  o r  s l i c k s  were under f i r e  (pg .29) .  

MOYS neve r  hea rd  any rumors concerning t h e  11 th  Brigade 
o r  TF Barker  shoo t ing  o r  k i l l i n g  a l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg.  5 4 ) .  H e  neve r  hea rd  anyth ing  resembling Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg.  5 5 ) .  The s l i c k  p i l o t s  d i d  n o t  
mention any i n c i d e n t s  around P i n k v i l l e  (pg.  5 5 ) .  He was 
unaware o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  non-
combatants a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg.  5 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  
ever r e c a l l  t h e  f l i g h t  surgeon ,  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD, be ing  
u p s e t  w i t h  t h e  Sharks  (pg.  5 9 ) .  MOYS d i d  n o t  know i f  h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  was n o t i f i e d  when t h e  Sharks  a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  61)  . 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The witness  served i n  Vietnam from Ju ly  1967 t o  
June 1968. H e  began f l y i n g  gunships f o r  t h e  Sharks on 
1 January 1968 (pg. 6 ) .  H e  became an a i r c r a f t  commander 
on about 1 March 1968 (pg. 8) . 

b. MOYS w a s  proud of serv ing  with t h e  Sharks and was 
of t h e  opinion t h a t  it w a s  a very profess ional  u n i t  (pg.10).  

c. Normally, t h e r e  would no t  be a high degree of 
d ispers ion  e r r o r  when tak ing  a t a r g e t  under f i r e  (pg. 19) . 

d.  Each Shark s h i p  had i t s  own c a l l  s ign  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

e. A gunship usual ly  c a r r i e d  two and one h a l f  hours 
of  f u e l  (pg. 26) .  

f .  H e  discussed t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i nc iden t  r ecen t ly  
wi th .Capta in  NEUMANN who i n i t i a t e d  a c a l l  t o  MOYS 
(pg. 46).  However, people who have queried him recen t ly  
were t o l d  e s s e n t i a l l y  what he t o l d  the  Inqui ry ,  t o  ,. 
w i t :  "1 d o n ' t  remember t h e  inc iden t  o r  anything t h a t  went 
on about it" (pg. 70) .  

g. MOYS f i r s t  learned of a t r o c i t i e st h e  My ~ a i  
when it w a s  brought out  by t h e  news media (pg. 68) . 

h. The 11th Brigade was extremely pacification-minded 
i n  comparison with o the r  u n i t s  (pgs. 54, 70) .  
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(The  hear ing  reconvened a t  0 8 4 5  hours ,  8 January 

1970 . )  


LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t  : L'LC PATTERSON 
and MAS COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  Joseph 
C. MOYS. 

(CW2 MOYS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 


Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  nzme, g rade ;  S o c i a l  

S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 

s t a t i o n .  


A Joseph C. MOYS, Chief Warrant O f f i c e r ,  U.S. Army, 
. I'm s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  A r m y  viat ti on 

School ,  F o r t  Rucker, Alabama, 

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  MOYS, s i t  back and r e l a x ,  I ' v e  g o t  a f e w  
t h i n g s  I want t o  t e l l  you be fo re  we  proceed. This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  my, f o r  t h e  purpose of d e t e r -
mining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning 
two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
informat ion  by any person who had a duty t o  r e n o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  informat ion  concerning t h i s  incident. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
at My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
t h a t  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t ements  from many s o u r c e s ,  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing  w i l l  be taken 
under o a t h ,  t h e  oa th  t h a t  you j u s t  took.  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  
is being  prepared.  A t ape  record ing  is a l s o  be ing  made, i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing  taken by the r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  re-
p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t i -
mony, o r  p a r t s  o f  i t ,  may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  
knowledge. Do you unders tand  what I ' v e  j u s t  d i s cus sed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you unders tand  t h e  purpose o f  t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You a r e  o rde red  h e r e i n  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your
tes t imony g iven  i n  t h i s  room i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  w i t h  any-
body e l s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
o r  any o t h e r  person ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I t h i n k  maybe I ' 11 j u s t  d e v i a t e  from my s c r i p t  
h e r e  and e x p l a i n .  A competent j u d i c i a l  body i s  a c o u r t  of 
l a w .  A l e g i s l a t i v e  body i s  b e f o r e  Congress.  An admin i s t r a -
t i v e  body i s  any o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  proceeding  
d i r e c t e d  by any competent m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  appearance 
h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of  t h a t  
o r d e r .  

Have you r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from any m i l i t a r y  judge 
o r  lawyer concerning i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
a t  any t i m e  what you know about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  Have you 
r e c e i v e d  such a l e t t e r ?  

A: No, sir: 

Q. Then t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of it d o e s n ' t  per -
tain t o  you. Do you unders tand  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  and o r d e r s  
t h a t  I have j u s t  i s s u e d  t o  you concerning your  t es t imony?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What was your  assignment on o r  about  16 arch 1968? 
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A. Do you mean t h e  mission w e  had,  s i r ,  o r  what ' 

duty I was performing i n  my h e l i c o p t e r  company a+. t h e  time? 

Q • What were your assigned d u t i e s  i n s o f a r  a s  your 
u n i t  was concerned? 

A. I was assigned t o  t h e  174th Hel icopter  Company 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  3d Platoon,  which were t h e  Shark 
gunships.  

Q - 174th Aviation Company was a p a r t  of which 
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. 14 th  Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  i n  suppor t  of t h e  
Americal Divis ion a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q Where was t h e  174th Aviat ion Company i t s e l f  
phys ica l ly  loca ted?  

Duc Pho. 

Q From your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what was t h e  genera l  type 
of miss ion  t h a t  t h e  174th He l i cop te r  Company f lew i n  the 
e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968? I n  support  of whom? 

A. Well, it could have been anybody i n  the I Corps 
a rea .  We supported t h e  Marines a t  t imes ;  w e  supported. 
S p e c i a l  Forces;  we were on c a l l  a c t u a l l y  t o  anybody i n  f i e  
I Corps a r e a ,  bu t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  

Q - - Were most of your miss ions ,  then ,  flown f o r  t h e  
Americal Divis ion? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q. Any p a r t i c u l a r  b r igade  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion?  

A.  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  sir.  

Q . Who was t h e  platoon l e a d e r  of  t h e  3d Platoon of 
the 174th Aviat ion Company, which you have des ignated  
as Sharks? 

A. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  it would have been 
Lieutenant  MCCRARY. 
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I b e l i e v e  he made c a p t a i n  whi le  he was s t i l l  w i t h  us ,  and 
he probably now i s  ou t  of t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Q How many gunships d i d  you have i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
company? 

A. We were supposed t o  have e i g h t ,  b u t  we u s u a l l y  
only c a r r i e d  about f i v e  o r  four .  

Q Would you des ignate  f o r  t h e  record  t h e  model? 

A .  I t ' s  a UH-1  Char l i e  model. 

Q And t h e  armament was a s tandard  armament? 

A. A s tandard  minigun rocke t  and 40mm rocke t .  

Q A l l  of t h e s e  s h i p s  were configured i n  t h e  same 
manner? 

A. We had, I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  minigun s h i p s ,  
and two 40mm s h i p s ,  i f  we could keep them up. Usually one 
o r  two were down. 

Q For the  r ecord ,  would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  c a l i b e r  
of the  minigun? 

Q The rockets  were what c a l i b e r ?  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  M r .  MOYS, t h e  b a s i c  load t h a t  you 
usual ly  c a r r i e d  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  armaments? 

A. 40mm was about 250 rounds. Rockets were a l l  t h e  
same on both s h i p s ,  four t een  2.75-inch r o c k e t s .  The minigun 
was approximately 6 ,0  00 rounds, and t h e  doorgunners usua l ly  
carried about 1,000 rounds apiece  wi th  t h e i r  M-60 type 
machineguns. 

Q The doorgunners? A s  I understand i t ,  you c a r r i e d  
the  a i r c r a f t  commander, t h e  p i l o t ,  and two e n l i s t e d  men? 
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A .  One of which was a crew c h i e f  and a doorgunner,  
b u t  w e  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  them bo th  a s  doorgunners.  

Q And t h e  crew c h i e f  u s u a l l y  s a t  on which s i d e  of 
t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  H e  was on the l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q e  And t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander? 

A .  On a miniqun s h i p  he wou1.d s i t  on the r i g h t -
hand s i d e ,  b u t  i n  a 40mm s h i p  he had the o p t i o n  of  s i t t i n g  
on e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Q And i n  an o p e r a t i o n ,  had you developed any s t a n -
dard  o p e r a t i n g  procedures  i n s o f a r  a s  gunruns and d i r e c t i o n s  
of t u r n  i n  s u p p o r t  of your gunruns? 

A .  W e  u s u a l l y  were v e r y  loose  on t h a t ,  depending on 
how t h e  ground t r o o p s  were s i t u a t e d ,  I f  w e  w e r e  suppor t ing  
ground t r o o p s ,  u s u a l l y  it was j u s t  a r a c e t r a c k  p a t t e r n .  W e  
could  break e i t h e r  l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  Usua l ly ,  w e  b roke  r i g h t  
because t h a t  was where t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander was s i t t i n g .  
H e  was u s u a l l y  t h e  one t h a t  was on t h e  c o n t r o l s  f l y i n g ,  s o  
he  would break  r i g h t ,  s o  he  could s e e  down below and s o  
f o r t h ,  and t o  c l e a r  h imse l f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q And what was t h e  g e n e r a l  m i s s i o n  of t h e  Sharks  
i n  suppor t  of t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  w i t h i n  t h e  174 th  Avia t ion  
Company ? 

A. We suppor t ed  them on combat a s s a u l t s .  I f  t hey  
needed any mis s ions  where t hey  were t a k i n g  f i r e ,  a heavy 
amount--or even any miss ion  t h a t  t h e y  might have needed 
s u p p o r t  from u s ,  w e  would go o u t  and s u p p o r t  them on t h e i r  
missions--long range reconna issance  p a t r o l s ,  p i c k i n g  up,. 
dropping o f f .  We would t h e n  be w i t h  them. Any t ime  they  
c a l l e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  might have needed u s  f o r  medevacs o r  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  i f  t hey  had t i m e  t o  c a l l  u s ,  t h e y  would. 

Q When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  174 th?  
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A. About 1 J u l y ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was- -1  J u l y  1967 was 
about t h e  f i r s t  day I a c t u a l l y  g o t  i n  t h e  company. I was i n  
count ry  2 w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q . And from J u l y  1967 u n t i l  how long were you i n  t h e  
174th?  

A. 15  June 1968. 

Q And then  you DEROS Id? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So you were w i t h  t h e  174th  t h e  e n t i r e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of 1967 and throughout  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s .  

Q How long had you flown gunships  i n  t h e  174th?  

A. I s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  gunsh ips  about  1 January.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
b 

Q. And t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 1967, what w e r e  your  d u t i e s ?  

A . I was a s l i c k  p i l o t  t h e  whole t ime ,  s ir ,  w i t h  the  
1st P la toon .  o f  t h e  174th.  

& Why d i d  you go t o  t h e  gunships?  

A .  W e l l ,  a t  f i r s t ,  when I went t o  f l i g h t  s choo l  
and went through t h e  subsystems and eve ry th ing  i n  f l i g h t  
s c h o o l ,  I thought  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  way t o  go. It was some-
t h i n g  t h a t  I wanted t o  do. When I g o t  i n  count ry  and saw 
t h a t  t h i s  was r e a l l y  war and people  were a c t u a l l y  dy ing ,  I 
f e l t  t h a t  I would j u s t  f l y  t h e  s l i c k s  and go th.rough my whole 
t o u r ,  b u t  w e  had it p r e t t y  bad up i n  t h e  I Corps,  and I 
wanted t o  go through a l s o ,  s e e  what t h e  whole t h i n g  was 
about ,  what each mis s ion  of t h e  174 th  was l i k e ,  s o  I went 
i n t o  gunships .  And j u s t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was t i r e d  o f ,  
r e a l l y ,  s e e i n g  people  on t h e  ground shoo t ing  a t  me, and 
c o u l d n ' t  do anyth ing .  Those two r e a s o n s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  why 
I went i n t o  it. 
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Q Had you ever  thought about k i l l i n g  people? 

A .  Had I thought  about i t  befo re?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Before I went i n t o  guns? 

Q Yes. 

A. Well, I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  gunship p i l o t s  never r e a l l y  
t a l k  of shoot ing  anybody, they  were only suppress ing  d i f -
f e r e n t  a reas .  Actual ly  see ing  people on t h e  ground t h a t  
we were shoot ing  a t  was probably only about 10 pe rcen t  of 
the  t i m e  w e  were shoot ing.  We were j u s t  shoot ing  an a rea  
f o r  t h e  ground t roops ,  they were t a k i n g  f i re - -or  the s l i cks - -
we would shoot  t r e e  l i n e s  and s o  f o r t h .  To have a c t u a l  
people out  i n  t h e  open was n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  case.  It  would 
be unusual.  

Q. Did you ever  t h i n k  about t h e  time t h a t  you might
have t o  engage somebody ou t  i n  t h e  open, o r  might be requi red  
t o  do so?  

A .  Yes, I d i d .  But I be l i eved ,  through everything 
I know, t h a t  was j u s t  p a r t  of t h e  job. I d i d n ' t  enjoy it 
a t  any t ime. 

Q You had reconc i l ed  i n  your own mind, though, t h a t  
you were prepared t o  do it when and i f  you were c a l l e d  upon 
t o  do i t ,  o r  it had t o  be done? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know whether I could o r  not .  When 
I went i n ,  i n  f a c t ,  t he  f i r s t  t imes t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  engaged 
t a r g e t s ,  I thought  about i t  i n  my mind. We d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
s e e  t h e  people on t h e  ground, b u t  I . r e a l i z e d  what t h i s  arma-
ment load w e  had could do, and t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  our  mission 
a t  t h e  t ime, t o  suppress  t h e  enemy. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t he  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  you know t h a t  
yo,u s h o t  a human being? 

A. Y e s ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  it .  We had s o  
much r a i n  on t h e  windshield,  w e  were j u s t  shoot ing  a t  an 
a r e a ,  bu t  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p  t h a t  was going around on t h e  race-
t r a c k  
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w a s  looking  back ,  and they  t o l d  me t h a t  I had h i t  
somebody, t h a t  we w e r e  s h o o t i n g  a t  a g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I 
d i d n ' t  f e e l  good about  it. I f e l t  about t h e  same f e e l i n g  
as I d i d  t h e  l a s t  day I f lew t h e  gunsh ips .  There w a s  
no, I d o n ' t  th ink--I  heard  one Navy man d e s c r i b e  when he  
was shoo t ing  a s h i p ,  t h a t  i t  was e x h i l a r a t i n g  t o  know where 
h i s  rounds w e r e  go ing ,  b u t  a s  f o r  myse l f ,  I j u s t  t r i e d  n o t  
t o  t h i n k  about  it. 

Q.  When was t h i s ?  

A. This  was about t h e  f i rs t  o r  second week t h a t  I 
had flown gunships .  

Q .  So, it would be mid-January 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q How many hours  had you flown i n  t h e  s l i c k s  b e f o r e  
you went w i t h  the guns? 

A. Approximately 725 t o  750 hours .  

Q Were you an a i r c r a f t  commander of  a s l i c k ?  

A. I w a s  a i r c r a f t  commander,, a l s o  t h e  1st P la toon  
f l i g h t  l e a d e r .  A t  t i m e s  I l e d  t h e  174th  Company on combat 
a s s a u l t s  o f f  and on w i t h  ou r  p l a toon .  

Q How long w a s  it a f t e r  you t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  the 
UH-1C'  s b e f o r e  you became an a i r c r a f t  commander? 

A. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  any s p e c i f i c  d a t e  o r  month. I 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  probably around 1 March o r  s o ,  somewhere 
around i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  would have t o  b e ,  because on 
1 March, I remember one i n c i d e n t  where I was a c t u a l l y  
f l y i n g  a s  a i r c r a f t  commander. T h a t ' s  why I ' d  have t o  
s a y  t h a t .  

Q .  Did you have i n  t h e  gun p l a t o o n  du r ing  t h e  
t i m e  you were i n  it a l a r g e  number 05 a i r c r a f t  commanders, 
o r  were you s h o r t  a i r c r a f t  commanders? 

A. W e  had--there was probably' more t han  we  needed 
a t  t imes ,  b u t  i t  was l i k e  we'd have t h e  r i g h t  amount, b u t  
t hen  t h e y ' d  be break ing  i n  new people  and would l e t  him go 
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out  on some e s c o r t  miss ions ,  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  a l e r t  team o r  
something, g e t t i n g  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  of leading t h e  f i r e  team 
and everyth ing .  Someth ing  where, more than  l i k e l y ,  they
would not  g e t  involved i n  any a c t i o n ,  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  
commander i n  t h e  back would probably have been a f i r e  team 
l e a d e r  on number 2 s h i p .  He would j u s t  s i t  back and l e t  t h e  
o t h e r  person--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was it normal p r a c t i c e ,  then ,  
t o  p u t  more than  one a i r c r a f t  commander i n  a Shark gunship? 

A. I,wouldn ' t  say i t  was normal, bu t  it happened 
q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q Why? 

A. Well, j u s t  t h a t  t h e  time t h a t  people would spend 
i n  country-- i t  would l e t  them have enough time i n  t h e i r  a i r -
c r a f t  t o  know what was going on, and they could f u l f i l l  an 
a i r c r a f t  commander ' s mission.  

Q. Was t h e r e  a l s o  a  ba lancing  ou t  of f l y i n g  hours 
between t h e  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Yes, we t r i e d  very much s o .  Also, t h e  reason t h a t  
maybe some a i r c r a f t  commanders would f l y  , w e '  d have enough 
people t o  f i l l  f i v e  gunships i n  t h e  p la toon ,  and we  would have 
only two gunships a f t e r  a mortar  a t t a c k  o r  something. These 
two a i r c r a f t  would have t o  be opera ted ,  and sometimes you 
could f i t  more than one a i r c r a f t  commander i n  an a i r c r a f t .  

Q What was t h e  normal number of Shark gunships 
t h a t  would accompany a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we  would p u t  a normal--we had two 
very o f t e n ,  j u s t  two, and we had four .  W e  made many, many 
l i f t s  wi th  j u s t  two gunships,  because t h a t ' s  a l l  w e  could 
pu t  up, o r  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  ground t roops  would r e q u i r e .  
They'd j u s t  r e q u e s t  two gunships f o r  a l i f t .  

Q. What i s  your personal  eva lua t ion  of  t h e  combat 
e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  Sharks a f t e r  you had been i n  t h e  Sharks 
f o r  2 months? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know what o t h e r  companies w e r e  l i k e ,  b u t  
I was probably very proud of my o u t f i t ,  j u s t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  
these  people had on t h e  job. They'd t r y  t o  do good f o r  t h e  
ground t roops.  Oftentimes,  t o  g ive  t h e  ground t roops  t h e  
b e s t  suppor t ,  we'd go i n  much c l o s e r  than  was eve r  requi red .  
Now, I wouldn't  have done t h i s ,  maybe, unless  I had seen the 
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  commanders t h a t  I was jun io r  t o  do i t ,  and 
know t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  This was something I was very proud o f ,  
t h a t  they would go out and l e t  t h e  enemy s e e  our  t e e t h  and 
know we were g iv ing  t h e  ground t roops  t h e  b e s t  support  t h a t  
was poss ib le .  And we had of tent imes  been commended by t h e  
ground t roops  f o r  g iv ing  sometimes b e t t e r  support  than 
o t h e r  u n i t s .  

Q You would say ,  then ,  t h e  Sharks were p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
o r i e n t e d  t o  accomplish t h e i r  mission? 

A. I th ink  very much s o ,  s ir .  I was very proud t o  
be i n  the  174th,  because I thought they were an extremely 
p ro fess iona l  o u t f i t ,  under t h e  l e a d  of Major WHEAT and now 
Lieutenant  Colonel WHEAT. He was sometimes a l i t t l e  hard 
t o  g e t  along wi th ,  b u t  he was very p ro fess iona l  and avia-
t ion-or iented  and minded. 

Q.  Would you t e l l  me your understanding of t h e  r u l e s  ' 
of engagement f o r  t h e  Shark gunships? 

A. For our gunships,  we could only f i r e - - l e t ' s  say  
we were out  on a combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e  ground t roops  were 
pushing forward. We would engage people who a c t u a l l y  had 

.weapons, enemies who had weapons. Now, people who were 
running o r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from the  ground t roops ,  we  

-would t r y  t o  s t o p  by us ing  f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of them o r  even 
using our  a i r c r a f t  a t  t imes ,  i f  we  weren ' t  t a k i n g  f i r e .  
W e  would a c t u a l l y  drop down t o  t h e  p o i n t  of n o t  t r y i n g  t o  
des t roy  human l i v e s  j u s t  because he was running away. 
We would a c t u a l l y  p u t  our  a i r c r a f t  down i n  f r o n t  of him and 
wave him back. And' a t  t h i s  t ime,  we would g e t  a l o t  of 
people t o  go back towards t h e  ground t roops  t o  be i n t e r r o -
gated and taken as  VC o r  l e t  go o r  whatever. 

Q I f  these  people t h a t  you w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p ,  o r  
ones you suspected ,  were some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  ground 
fo rces  and perhaps i n  an oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  what a c t i o n  
would you take?  
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A .  We would c a l l  t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  t e l l  them t h a t  
we  had a mil i tary-age male escaping o r  evading. We would 
t e l l  them what we had; they  would t r y  i n  every way t o  g e t  
t h a t  person. We'd a t  t imes have s l i c k s  i n  t h e  a rea .  W e  
would drop a s l i c k  i n ,  pick up some ground t roops ,  f l y  
over  and pick them up. I f '  t h e r e  was no r e s o r t ,  if t h e  
ground t roops  were engaged i n  f i r e ,  they would probably 
t e l l  us t o  n o t  l e t  t h i s  person g e t  t o  another  t r e e  l i n e .  
I f  t h e r e  was j u s t  a l i f t ,  i f  they were j u s t  searching  o u t ,  
looking,  they  would probably j u s t  s a y ,  "Well, j u s t  l e t  
them go , "  because--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How d i d  you mark such people 
f o r  t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  o r  d i d  you mark them? 

A. Y e s ,  we would drop smoke. We would say  h e ' s  und-er 
our  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h i s  time. The low man usua l ly  was down t o  
&out 50 f e e t  o r  even lower, o r  100 f e e t  when w e  were just. 
on t h e  scou t  missions l i k e  t h a t .  And of tent imes  you 
could s e e  him wi th  a weapon o r  a web b e l t  underneath.  I 
would s a y ,  probably, .  every time t h a t  we would have t o  k i l l  
someone l i k e  t h i s ,  they would f i n d  t h a t  he was a VC i n  
f a c t .  We j u s t  d i d n ' t  go around shoot ing  up people.  A s  
an example, w e  would f l y  t o  and from a mission wi th  l o a d ,  
and we'd take  one s h o t  o r  two sho t s  from a v i l l a g e .  We 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s t o p ,  o r  we would s t o p  and c i r c l e  around, be-
cause our  r u l e s  of engagement were such t h a t  w e  could n o t ,  
unless  suppor t ing  ground t roops ,  o r  un less  t h e  a r e a  was a 
zone of f i r e  t h a t  was known, w e  c o u l d n ' t  s t i l l  shoot  up the  
v i l l a g e .  We'd have t o  s e e  t h a t  person on t h e  ground with 
a weapon i n  h i s  hand before  w e  could engage him. And even 
a t  t imes ,  i f  t h e r e  was only one person i n  t h e  middle of a 
v i l l a g e ,  we could n o t  f i r e .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  an example of t h a t ,  
wi thout  g e t t i n g  permission, l a t e r  a f t e r  I l e f t  we had two 
a i r c r a f t  commanders t h a t  were grounded because they  en-
gaged people who had weapons. They were on t h e i r  way 
back from another  mission,  and they  were supposedly 
grounded f o r  t h i s  reason. 

Q You s t a t e d  t h a t  you f lew i n  suppor t  of many f o r c e s ,  
Marines, some i n  t h e  Americal. Apparently you were i n  what 
might be considered a genera l  support  mission and flew f o r  
whomever i n  t h e  a rea  needed a v i a t i o n  suppor t .  
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A. America1 was our  prime. If  these  o t h e r  
u n i t s  needed suppor t ,  they went through Americal. They 
could g e t  it through them, b u t  we d i d  support  v a r i o u s  
u n i t s  . 
Q I can f o r e s e e ,  i n  suppor t ing  many d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s ,  some coordina t ion  and con t ro l  problems between 
the gunship Sharks and t h e  ground f o r c e s .  For ins t ance ;  
you a l s o  s t a t e d  i n  your testimony t h a t  you mark wi th  
smoke ind iv idua l s  t h a t  should be apprehended by ground 
f o r c e s .  How would you determine what c o l o r  smoke? 

A. How d id  we determine what co lo r?  W e l l ,  
we'd j u s t  throw whatever t h e  crew chief  o r  gunner 
had i n  h i s  hand. He would throw down a smoke grenade 
i f  we used smoke grenades. Usually we weren ' t  t h a t  f a r  
away from t h e  ground t roops  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  
c i r c l e  overhead and p inpo in t  t h a t  person. Usual ly,  
i f  we were t h a t  c l o s e ,  suppor t ing  t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  
t h e r e  would probably be a  Charl ie-Charl ie  overhead. 
He would sometimes come over ,  look,  s e e  t h e  person,  
and come down f o r  a low pass  t o  determine whether 
we should apprehend o r  t ake  t h e  time t o  herd  t h i s  
person, r a t h e r  than  go t o  another  a rea  where maybe 
t h e r e  was f i v e  people. Oftentimes t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  
d i r e c t e d  us t o  a s p e c i f i c  a rea  and s a i d  check t h a t  
guy ou t .  We 'd  go down and say no, they '  r e  j u s t  women 
o r  ch i ld ren  o r  j u s t  o l d  men o r  herding c a t t l e  o r  
something, s o  we'd go someplace e l s e .  

Q And as  I understand i t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r s  
of  smoke had no s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  

A. Red d i d  when, on an a s s a u l t ,  a s  t h e  s l i c k s  
were going i n  and they were r ece iv ing  f i r e ,  they 
would throw red  smoke' down. Red was usua l ly  t h e  c o l o r  
t h a t  denoted t h a t  they  were r ece iv ing  f i r e  from a s p e c i f i c  
p lace ,  i f  they s o  s t a t e d .  But we could use r e d  any 
o t h e r  t ime, because when w e  were i n  s l i c k s  t h e  r ed  
might have marked an LZ t o  come i n  t o  and drop what-

$ , ever  we had on board. The ground t roops  would throw
&" a smoke o u t ;  we would say we s e e  r ed ;  they would i d e n t i f y ,  

"Yes, we have red ou t . "  Red, I b e l i e v e ,  was t h e  only 
r e a l  co lo r  t h a t  we used r e a l l y  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  an SO1 and what SO1 means? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q e  What is i t ?  

A. Opera t ional  procedures.  SO1 is--SOP i s  
s tandard  opera t ing  procedures.  SO1 has something t o  
do wi th  f requencies  and such,  how t o  use r ad ios .  

Q Signa l  opera t ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  t h i s  document have ' i n  i t ?  

.. A .  Well, i t  d id  have in--I know what you ' re  
g e t t i n g  a t .  It d i d  have t h a t  yellow and r e d  
and s o  f o r t h  would be marked a s  d i f f e r e n t .  But through 
supply channels ,  we had go t t en  away from t h a t ,  Secause 
maybe t h e  ground t roops ,  t h e  only c o l o r  they  could 
g e t  was red  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s o  i t  was--everybody f e l t  
t h e  same way. They c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  s t o c k  up on s o  many 
r e d s ,  s o  many g reens ,  s o  many yel lows.  To go o u t ,  
they c o u l d n ' t  do t h a t .  They'd j u s t  t a k e  s o  much smoke 
ou t .  They might not  have been a b l e  t o  g e t  hold of 
any green smoke t h a t  day from supply.  

9 Then what w e  could s a y ,  I presume, from 
what you've s a i d ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  use of t h e  s i g n a l  opera t ing  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t h e  des ignat ion  of smoke, d i f f e r e n t  
co lored  smoke f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes,  was n o t  
employed i n  t h e  174th? 

A. No, not  r e a l l y ,  because except  f o r  r e d  smoke, 
we never--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Would you t e l l  me what your
s tandard  opera t ing  procedure was f o r  gunruns, f o r  e i ther  
suppression o r  engagement? 

A .  You mean a l t i t u d e s ,  how low w e  would go? 

Q Where would you s t a r t  your run,  from what 
a l t . i t u d e ,  what a i r  speed, and where would you break 
your run? 
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A. T h a t ' s  r e a l  ha rd  . t o  s a y .  Again, it depended 
on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  you had people  o r  were a c t u a l l y  
t a k i n g  f i r e  o r  something,  you 'd  probably break  o f f  
about 500 f e e t .  It depended on what k ind  of fire. 
You might even t a k e  it i n  a l o t  lower t han  t h a t .  Some-
t i m e s  you made low-level  gunruns.  I f  you w e r e  down 
s o  low a t  t h e  t ime ,  and you s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  f i r e ,  o r  
you were d i r e c t e d  i n  on a  t a r g e t  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  
h i t  any o t h e r  way than  be ing  down low; a t u n n e l  e n t r a n c e ,  
a bunker e n t r a n c e ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  it would 
do no good t o  make p a s s e s ,  a s t a n d a r d  pass .  I would 
say  a  s t a n d a r d  p a s s  would be  s t a r t i n g  about 1,000 feet ,  
break ing  o f f  about  500 t o  300 f e e t , -  two o r  t h r e e  b u r s t s  
of miniguns,  and about two o r  t h r e e  r o c k e t s  a r u n ,  
t o  conserve ammunition. 

Q. Air speed?  

A. A i r  speed ,  we'd s t a r t  o u t  about  80 k n o t s  
and end up,  maybe, 100 kno t s .  That w a s  s t a n d a r d ,  b u t  
o f t en t imes  we'd make runs  a t  40  k n o t s  o r  even l e s s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  a 4 0 m  o r  minigun, which could be  
used t h a t  low. 

Q . Then, as I unders tand  i t ,  M r .  MOYS , t h e r e  
was no r e a l  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  procedure  f o r  gunruns.  
T t  was based  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you found each  
t i m e  you were involved?  

ti. Due t o  t h e  changing s i t u a t i o n s ,  wea ther  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  way t h e  s l i c k s  came i n ,  and the way 
t h e  ground t r o o p s  needed t h e  support-- they might  be  
i n  a  horseshoe shape ,  and w e  could n o t  make runs  r i g h t  
i n t o  them o r  over  t h e  t o p  of  them o r  something. W e  
had a s t a n d a r d  when we used combat a s s a u l t s  w i t h  
t h e  s l i c k s ,  w e  had s t a n d a r d  runs  w e  used.  But a f t e r  
t h a t ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  use  t h e  r a c e t r a c k  p a t t e r n  i f  a t  
a l l  p o s s i b l e .  
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Q W e  were d i scuss ing ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  gun-
r u n s ,  and you s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a  s t andard  gunrun t h a t  
you used when accompanying s l i c k s  on a combat a s s a u l t .  
Would you t e l l  me what t h a t  gunrun was? 

A.  That was t h e  a r t i l l e r y - - u s u a l l y ,  when w e  
were about 1,000 f e e t  inbound, it would be about 2 
minutes o u t ,  t h a t  was s tandard  time. I f  we had a r t i l -
l e r y  employed, i t  would be c u t  o f f .  So t o  cont inue 
suppress ive  f i r e ,  we would then ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  begin 
our  run ,  which would s t a r t  r i g h t  a longs ide  a s l i c k  
a t  about 1,000 f e e t ,  80 knots .  Then w e  would accele-
r a t e  forward t o  g e t  ahead of t h e  s l i c k ,  t h e  f i r s t  
two gunships. I f  w e  had f o u r ,  two would be on e i t h e r  
s i d e .  They would break,  and t h e  o t h e r  two would then ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  j u s t  about follow--we ' d  have i t  set 
up s o  t h e y ' d  be r i g h t  on t h e  s l i c k s  coming down, and 
as  they were breaking t h e  o t h e r  t w o  shouid be, at t h a t  
t ime, coming i n  s o  we had a race t rack  p a t t e r n  around, 
and then 1,000 f e e t  wouldn ' t  mean anything any more 
a f t e r  about t h e  f i r s t  run. Because, t o  g ive  t h e  s l i c k s  
t h e  b e s t  suppor t  p o s s i b l e ,  w e  would have t o  break 
i n  a l o t  sooner ,  a t  a s l o t  lower a l t i t u d e s .  

Q Would you, on a gunrun, be f l y i n g  a t  t h e  
same g e n e r a l  a l t i t u d e  and down t o  t h e  ground a s  t h e  
s l i c k s  were, o r  were you up above them? 

'A. Sometimes we would c a r r y  our  runs r i g h t  
do*; maybe 100 f e e t ,  run r i g h t  down t h e  t r e e  l i n e s  
on both s i d e s  and then  break around. A s  w e  broke 
around, we would maybe go up t o  200 f e e t  of a l t i t u d e .  
We s t ayed  down f o r  two reasons:  one,  i t  was p a r t  
o f  our  mission t o  suppress  f i r e ,  b u t  a l s o ,  a s  a des-
t r o y e r  is  supposed t o  do f o r  an a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r ,  t o  
t a k e  f i r e ,  because w e  were--that 's what our  job was, 
t o  t a k e  f i r e  o f f  t h e  s l i c k s ,  o f f  t h e  ground t roops  
a t  t h a t  time. ,-Sowe were using ourse lves ,  a t  t i m e s ,  
no t  only t o  suppress  f i r e ,  b u t  t o  draw f i r e  away from 
t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t .  To get--if t h e r e  was anybody 
on the  ground, t o  have t h e i r  head swivel ing around 
o r  t r y i n g  t o  shoot  a t  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  a t  once. 
So we would a c t u a l l y  s t a y  down low many times t o  
g i v e  t h e  s l i c k s  t h e  b e s t  suppor t  t h a t  w e  could. 
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Q What about t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  on the 
s l i c k s  and t h e  i n s i d e  doorgunner on t h e  gunship? 

A. They were a l so- -wel l ,  on t h e  r u n s ,  t h e y  w e r e  f i r i n g ,  
b u t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders would always b r i e f .  They 
knew they  could n o t  engage any human t a r g e t  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  was no doubt i n  anyone 's  mind t h a t  he d i d  have 
a weapon i n  h i s  hand. Usual ly  w e  would on ly  have 
a doorgunner s h o o t  a t r e e  l i n e ,  j u s t  as w e  were doing.  
We might a s s a u l t  a v i l l a g e ,  and w e  would f i r e  on ly  
on one t r e e  l i n e .  Usua l ly ,  i n  eve ry  v i l l a g e  i n  Vietnam, 
t h e y  had t r e e  l i n e s  o r  something around t h e  v i l l a g e .  
That  ' s  when w e  would use  t h e  suppres s ive  t h e  f i r e ;  o r  f i r e  
i n t o  t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  making s u r e  it was n o t  booby-trapped 
o r  mined o r  anything.  The v i l l a g e s  themselves ,  even 
though w e  broke r i g h t  over  t h e  t o p  o f  them, o f t en -
t i m e s  we would j u s t  s h o o t  back toward t h e  tree l i n e ,  
shoot ing  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  s l i c k s .  W e  w e r e n ' t  con-
cerned w i t h  t a r g e t s ,  probably,  any more t h a n  200 m e t e r s  
away from t h e  a c t u a l  LZ a t  t h e  t ime t h e  s l i c k s  w e r e  
dropping i n .  

Q . I f  you w e r e  going i n  on a gunrun i n  suppor t
of  t h e  s l i c k s ,  and t h e  s l i c k s  were l and ing  n e x t  t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  a s  I unders tand  it ,  you 'd  f i r e  on t h e  tree 
l i n e  between where t h e  s l i c k s  w e r e  l and ing  and t h e  
v i l l a g e  p rope r?  

A. Yes, because ,  f o r  one r ea son ,  i f  there 
was anybody s h o o t i n g  a t  t h e  s l i c k s ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
s e v e r a l  t r e e  l i n e s  between t h a t  and t h e  v i l l z g e ,  no-
body could s e e  down t o  t h e  s l i c k s  anyhow, and v i c e  
v e r s a .  The on ly  a c t u a l  p l a c e  good f i r e ,  o r  
d i r e c t ,  point-blank f i r e  could be coming from towards 
t h e  s l i c k s  would be a t  an a r e a  such a s  t h i s .  Now, 
w e  have o f t en t imes  s h o t  a t  h i l l s i d e s  and h igh  ground; 
maybe it would g i v e  a c l e a r e r  f i e l d  of  f i r e  down 
toward t h e  s l i c k s ,  p u t t i n g  a couple  of rounds up 
+&ere. 

Q Do I unders tand  you c o r r e c t l y  i n  t h a t  
you would only  f i r e  a t  t h e  t r e e  l i n e s  and n o t  a t  t h e  
hootches  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A .  We have, a t  t imes ,  s h o t  a t  hoo.tches and had 
houses on f i r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  was n o t  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and t h e  ground t roops  were t ak ing  heavy f i r e  
from t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q I n  a normal gunrun on an a s s a u l t  i n t o  
an a r e a  t h a t  was supposed t o  be h o t ,  would you spray  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, not  i f  i t  was j u s t  supposed t o  be.  I f  
the  a r e a  was supposedly h o t ,  t h a t  means we would j u s t ,  
s t i l l  again ,  shoo t  t h e  LZ,  shoot  t h e  t r e e  l i n e s ,  and 
maybe some high ground t h a t  was around. But t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  
they were not  our  t a r g e t s .  That was no t  our  purpose 
o r  miss ion ,  t o  burn down v i l l a g e s .  

Q What i f  on your gunruns i n  suppor t ,  aga in ,  
of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  s l i c k  l i f t ,  you saw c i v i l i a n s  o r  
what we might c a l l  noncombatants, n a t i o n a l s ,  Vietnamese 
n a t i o n a l s  without  weapons, i n  t h e  proximity o f  where 
the  s l i c k s  we<re going t o  land o r  where you would 
normally suppress  the  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. I f  ' t h e  s l i c k s  were n o t  t ak ing  f i r e ,  t h e  
Charlie-Charlie would usua l ly  go i n  and mark t h e  LZ. 
He ' d  say we have c i v i l i a n s  over  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  
of t h e  LZ. Don't f i r e  on t h a t  s i d e ;  j u s t  suppress  
t h e  t r e e  l i n e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  o r  j u s t  use minigun 
f i r e  down t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  o r  something. So t h a t  would 
keep sh rapne l  and everyth ing  from t r a v e l i n g  o u t  
away from t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  We were of tent imes  t o l d  
not  t o  f i r e ,  o r  f i r e  on t h e  LZ p roper ,  j u s t  where 
the  LZ was going t o  be ,  j u s t  f o r  t h a t  reason,  because 
t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  around. Usual ly,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
c i v i l i a n s  ou t  i n  t h e  open, t h e r e  probably a r e n ' t  going 
t o  be any VC o r  NVA t roops  down t h e r e ,  because 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  know wha t ' s  going t o  happen i f  t h e r e  
is NVA. They s e e  s l i c k s  coming i n ,  they  a r e  going 
t o  be i n  t h e i r  bunkers. They a r e n ' t  going t o  be walking 
around. So we d i d n ' t  f i r e ,  because we could u s u a l l y  
be assured t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  going t o  be any enemy 
f i r e  coming back a t  t h e  s l i c k s .  
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Q M r .  MOYS, i f  you a r e  on a gunrun and you 
a r e  coming t o  t h e  bottom of your run and your a l t i t u d e ,  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  i s  now about 200, 300 f e e t ,  and y o u ' r e  f i r i n g  
suppressing f i r e ,  what do you th ink  t h e  range d i spe r s ion  
e r r o r  is  i n  a minigun? 

A.  I t  would have t o  depend h igh ly  on t h e  
angle  t h a t  t h e  minigun was poin ted .  I f  w e  were on 
a break,  the  minigun would probably be p o i n t i n g  s t r a i g h t  
down. The d i s p e r s i o n  on it from t h e  v i b r a t i o n  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t  probably wouldnl t be over ,  maybe, from c e n t e r  
about 20 f e e t  ou t .  

Q I f  you were f i r i n g  o f f  t o  a t r e e  l i n e ,  say  
t o  your f l a n k ,  r i g h t  f l a n k ,  o r  a doorgunner on t h e  
r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was f i r i n g  i n t o  a t r e e  
l i n e  from 200 t o  300 f e e t  a l t i t u d e ?  

A.  On a break? 

Q. S t i l l  on a run? 

A. We could change t h a t  amount of d i s p e r s i o n  
of f i r e  by changing t h e  degree of e l e v a t i o n  on t h e  minigun. 
I f  we wanted t o  spray a w h o l e  t r e e  l i n e  running up and 
down, we would do s o .  I f  we picked o u t  a s p e c i f i c  bunker, 
and we wanted t o  keep somebody's head down t h a t  was r i g h t  
i n  t h a t  bunker,  we could shoot  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  t h i n g ,  the 
p a r t i c u l a r  po in t .  

Q L e t ' s  s a y ,  a s  a hypo the t i ca l  case ,  you were 
a t  200 f e e t  f i r i n g  t o  your f l a n k ,  t o  a ' t r e e  l i n e  
a ~ p r o x i m a t e l y100 meters  t o  your f l ank .  

A. With a minigun? 

Q O r  a doorgunner? 

A. We c o u l d n ' t  do it wi th  a minigun, r e a l l y .  
You c o u l d n ' t  p o i n t  a minigun d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
A doorgunner would n o t  r e a l l y  be concerned wi th  
t h e  r e a r ,  because he would have another  gunship back 
t h e r e ,  s o  he would only be looking s t r a i g h t  down, o u t .  
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H i s  b e s t  f i e l d  of f i r e  was j u s t  about s t r a i g h t  o u t  
from t h e  a i r c r a f t .  If he t r i e d  t o  shoo t  t o o  f a r  o u t ,  
he was tak ing  a minigun's job, which d i d n ' t  have 
t o  be done, p l u s  h i s  gun would more than  l i k e l y  jam 
because of the  b e l t  feeding and t h e  wind would be 
ca tching .  So he would usual ly  be shoot ing  s t r a i g h t  
down. 

Q The p o i n t  I was t r y i n g  t o  make, and I 'd  
1 i k e . y o u r  opin ion ,  i s  t h e r e  a cons iderable  amount 
of d i spe r s ion  e r r o r ,  range e r r o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  mini-
guns and doorguns? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I f  you wanted t o  p u t  f i r e  
i n  a s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  a t  a low a l t i t u d e  l i k e  t h a t ,  you 
would not  g e t  any more d i spe r s ion  than ,  w e l l ,  y o u ' d .  
put  i t  r i g h t  where you wanted i t ,  r e a l l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  
a minigun and'doorgunners go. They could shoo t  wi th in  
a 5 f e e t  c i r c l e  a t  200 f e e t  i f  they  had t o .  

Q - When i t ' s  below t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  When i t ' s  
away from t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  would be a much wider d i spe r s ion  
t h e n ,  b u t  they would have no r e a l  reason t o  be shoot ing 
ou t  t h a t  f a r  unless  t h e r e  was a p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t  out  
t h e r e .--
Q On a normal cornbat a s s a u l t  wi th  t h e  174th ,  
a n d f l e t ' s  say  t h e r e  I s  a l a r g e  number of s l i c k s  in -
voP.ved, landing t o  t h e  nor th  on t h e  west s i d e  of a 
v i l l a g e  repor ted  t o  be h o s t i l e ,  and only two gunships 
a v a i l a b l e ,  where would t h e  Sharks p lace  themselves 
f o r  t h e i r  suppress ive  runs accom~anyingt h e  s l i c k s ?  
On the  west s i d e  o r  t h e  e a s t  s i d e ?  

A .  W e  a r e  on t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
We a r e  coming on t h e  west s i d e  landing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
and t h i s  was the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was supposed t o  be 
h o s t i l e .  Where would t h e  gunships p l a c e  themselves? 

Q- The v i l l a g e  is  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  LZ. 
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A. We would have a gunship on e i t h e r  s i d e .  
Then we would change our  p a t t e r n  around. We would 
have one gunship going i n  on one s i d e ,  one coming i n  
on t h e  o the r  s i d e ,  and w e  would be running a race-
t r a c k  l i k e .  t h a t .  

Q You'd s p l i t  a team, then? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  We would s t i l l  be coming i n  
behind each o t h e r ,  bu t  no t  d i r e c t l y .  We would be spaced 
o u t .  So t h a t  way, j u s t  by pedal movement o r  minigun 
movement, w e  could s t i l l  p u t  f i r e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  LZ. Our f i r e - - j u s t  because t h i s  v i l l a g e  i s  sup-
posed t o  be h o s t i l e  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  t h e  s l i c k s  won't  
r ece ive  f i r e  from t h e  f r o n t ,  back, o r  e i t h e r  s i d e .  
So our main mission s t i l l  would be t o  suppress  r i g h t  
around the  LZ i t s e l f  and j u s t  t h e  genera l  a r e a  around 
t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  t r e e  l i n e s  and s o  f o r t h .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
only th ing  we were concerned wi th .  That ' s  where any 
f i r e  t h a t  would be coming would be t h e  most accura te .  
To suppress the  LZ proper  i n  case ,  aga in ,  t h e  LZ might 
be mined o r  something, some type of t r a p s  o r  even s t a k e s  
o r  stumps o r  anything t h a t  we'd want t o  h i t .  

Q Then you'd attempt t o  cover 360 degrees
around the  LZ? 

9. Right. We were s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  
s l i c k s  the  b e s t  support  'we could,  and by only p u t t i n g  
ourse lves  on one s i d e  and leaving  270 more degrees o r  
;o around the  LZ i t s e l f  uncovered--with t h e  changing 

inission over  t h e r e ,  it doesn ' t  mean t h a t  j u s t  because 
3n the  b r i e f i n g  we g o t  t h e  n i g h t  before  o r  t k e  next  day 
a l l  t h e  bad guys were supposed t o  be i n  one v i l l a g e .  

Q Would t h e  presence of an a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  
on the  LZ change what you've j u s t  descr ibed? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  The only reason it would u s u a l l y  
change is  i f  Charlie-Charlie would s p e c i f i c a l l y  come 
out  and s a y ,  "Don't shoot  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  
There a r e  c i v i l i a n s .  " O r ,  "Put a l i t t l e  more f i r e  over 
h e r e , "  because i t ' s  looking l i k e  a h i l l s i d e .  It  looks 
l i k e  i t  had a bunker complex, and i t ' s  a ba re  h i l l s i d e  
wi th  t r e e s ,  and brush. 
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Q Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  you r e f e r  t o  i s  t h e  command 
and c o n t r o l  s h i p ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Who is he?  

A .  H e  would be most l i k e l y  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  w e  were s u p p o r t i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q I f  it was a s m a l l e r  u n i t ,  would it be t h e  
ground t a c t i c a l  commander who w a s  a i r b o r n e  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did each of t h e  Shark a v i a t o r s  have h i s  
own c a l l  s i g n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What w a s  your  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. Mine w a s  Shark 1-3, s i r .  

Q Did you always use  Shark 1-3 when you w e r e  
f l y i n g ,  o r  d i d  you u s e ,  i f  you w e r e  t h e  l e a d e r  of  t h e  
f i r e  team, Shark l e a d ?  

A. W e  would use  Shark l e a d  sometimes, b u t  we'd 
s t i l l  use  o u r  c a l l  s i g n  o r  whatever .  A s  w e  w e r e  coming 
o u t  w e  Id s a y ,  "This  i s  Shark l e a d , "  o r ,  "This  i s  Shark 
1-3, where do you want your f i r e ? "  and s o  f o r t h .  A s  w e  
were g e t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w e  would c a l l  about  2  minutes  
o u t  from t h e  proposed- - le t ' s  s a y  a ground u n i t  c a l l e d  
us o u t .  They needed us .  We Id c a l l  about  2 minutes  
b e f o r e  s o  t hey  could f eed  us i n fo rma t ion  s o  t h a t  w e  
could  go,  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  i n t o  a c t i o n  r i g h t  away 
i f  t hey  were r e a l l y  i n  a bad s t r a i t .  So w e  would use  
o u r  c a l l  s i g n .  We'd use  Shark l e a d  sometimes. Right  
away, t h e y  knew t h a t  t h a t  person t h a t  was c a l l i n g  them 
would be t h e  person  they  wanted t o  t a l k  t o .  So on 
t h e  ground, t h e  ground comande r  d i d  n o t  always c a l l  
you back by your  number, because sometimes he w a s  j u s t  
t o o  busy t o  r e a l l y  remember numbers. So h e ' d  j u s t  s a y ,  
"Shark" o r  "Shark l e a d . "  
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& Now, j u s t  t o  sum up some of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
we've s a i d  here;  l e t  me s e e  i f  I have t h e  i d e a ,  and 
when I ' m  through you c o r r e c t  me on anything t h a t  I 
say t h a t  i s  no t  c o r r e c t .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q When suppor t ing  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of s l i c k s ,
i t  was normal i n  t h e  174th t o  s p l i t  a two-ship f i r e  
team, pu t t ing  one s h i p  on one f l a n k ,  t h e  o t h e r  Shark 
on the  o t h e r  f l ank  of t h e  s l i c k  formation. During 
your suppression runs ,  which covered the  e n t i r e  360 
degrees of an LZ a r e a ,  you suppressed any t r e e  l i n e s ,  
t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  and any o t h e r  a r e a s  from which you thought ,  
a s  Sharks,  the  s l i c k s  might r e c e i v e  some h o s t i l e  f i r e .  
Your runs ,  gunruns and suppression runs ,  would t a k e  
you from approximately 1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  down t o  ground l e v e l  
along t h e  pa th  o r  r o u t e  of f l i g h t  of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
i t s e l f .  A s  t h e  s l i c k s  landed, you would break i n  a 
race t rack  p a t t e r n  t o  t h e  ou t s ide  of t h e  formation,  
coming back around t o  e s c o r t  t h e  s l i c k s  ou t  of t h e  
LZ u n t i l  such time as  they reached a s a f e  a l t i t u d e .  
Which would mean, then ,  t h a t  t h e  gunships would be 
aware of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  t e r r a i n  surrounding an 
opera t ion  having viewed it from low a l t i t u d e s ,  n o t  
only immediately w i t h i n  t h e  LZ a r e a ,  b u t  a l s o  ad jacen t  
a reas  i n  a 360 degree f a n  around t h e  LZ. Is what I 
have s a i d  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ?  

4. Yes, sir ,  i n  general  terms it would be. 

Q .  After  t h e  s l i c k s  had departed and ivent t o  
pick up a subsequent l i f t ,  what would be t h e  Sharks '  
mission while  await ing t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  s l i c k s  f o r  
the  second i n s e r t i o n ?  

A .  We would a t  t h a t  t ime-- le t ' s  say w e  had 
f o u r  gunships--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  L e t ' s  say  we had two. 

A .  Okay, two gunships,  s i x .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  
whoever was t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r  would s t a y  down low; 

- t h e  o t h e r  man would s t a y  up high. 
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And as  low and high go, t h a t  could be anywhere from 
50 o r  zero  f e e t ,  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  t o  500. I t  depends on 
what type weapons, i f  they were using any a g a i n s t  us  a t  
t h a t  time, o r  what type of suppress ion  t h e  ground t roops  
needed, and the  o t h e r  person would be h igh  enough t h a t  
he could come i n  and cover t h e  o t h e r  person. General ly  
speaking,  though, t h e  person would be somewhere i n  
between L O O  and--100 and 300 f e e t ,  c i r c l i n g  j u s t  
about t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  because t h a t ' s  what we were con-
cerned w i t h ,  looking o u t  over  t h e  o t h e r  a reas  t o  s e e  
i f  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  o t h e r  people t r y i n g  t o  escape and 
evade, maybe people wi th  weapons. Now, i f  t h e  ground 
t roops had enough people on t h e  ground, l e t ' s  say  they  
took i n  a 15 o r  10 ship-- 

Q . ( In terpos ing)  L e t ' s  say  n ine  s h i p s .  

A. I f  w e  thought t h a t  t h e r e  was no f i r e  o r  
any r e a l  danger,  immediate danger,  from enemy ground 
f i r e ,  we might range out  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  a l i t t l e  bit 
wider from t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  b u t  our  main concern a t  t h a t  
t ime, then ,  were t h e  ground t rodps  on t h e  ground. They 
were secur ing  an LZ,  probably f o r  another  l i f t .  Now, 
i f  t h a t  was t h e  only u n i t  t h a t  was going t o  be l i f t e d  
i n ,  they would a t  t h a t  time begin sweeping, and w e  
would remain some place  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of them. And 
Charlie-Charlie--usually on any l i f t  t h e r e  was a com-
mand and c o n t r o l  a i r c ra f t - -he  would be up 1,000 f e e t ,  
and he would a t  t h a t  time look down f o r  any people 
moving about t h a t  he would d i r e c t  us to. But w e  were 
usua l ly  concerned r i g h t  then  wi th  t h e  ground t roops  
who were on t h e  ground. 

Q . Well, l e t ' s  t a k e  an example of a l i f t  such 
as  we've j u s t  d iscussed  here .  A second l i f t  of t h i s  
u n i t  i s  coming i n  t o  complete t h e  e n t i r e  u n i t .  The 
v i l l a g e  i s  s t i l l  t h e  same. I t ' s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  LZ. 
There a r e  j u s t  two gunships,  and you know t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
going t o  be another  u n i t  i n s e r t e d  somewhere t o  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t ,  another  company, i n f a n t r y ,  r i f l e ,  ground 
fo rce .  And you know t h a t  t h e  l i f t  y o u ' r e  now covering 
is  going t o  sweep t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  company 
t h a t  i s  going t o  be landed subsequent ly t o  t h e  south-  
e a s t  i s  going t o  come up and j o i n  them. Where would 
your a r e a  of observat ion  between l i f t s  be?  In  
f r o n t  of  t h e  company t h a t  you've j u s t  i n s e r t e d ?  
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A. If they w e r e  beginning t h e i r  sweep, then  w e  
would concern ourse lves  wi th  somewhere out  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  ground t roops o r ,  w e l l ,  w e  could s t i l l  c i r c l e  t h e  
ground t roops ,  being hel icopters--and i f  t h e  ground 
t roops  were moving very slow, w e  could c i r c l e  an a r e a  
around t h e  ground t roops  themselves. I f  a second l i f t  
was coming, t h e  s l i c k  l e a d e r  would c a l l  us  up and t e l l  
us he was s o  many minutes o u t ,  u sua l ly  about 3 
minutes o u t ,  g iv ing  us  t h a t  whi le  we were down looking around. 
We cou ldn ' t  r e a l l y  watch him when he  was coming back, -
s o  he would c a l l  us up and t e l l  us 3 minutes ou t .  
We would a t  t h a t  time break o f f ,  t e l l  the ground t roops  
w e  were breaking o f f  t o  p ick  up another  s l i c k  l i f t ,  
and we would a t  t h a t  t ime break and go and pick up 
t h e  s l i c k .  

Q Now, you've brought up a couple of  t h i n g s
t h e r e  I ' m  not  s u r e  I understand. You would t e l l  t h e  
ground troops--you had communication wi th  t h e  t r o o p s  
on t h e  ground? 

0 , , 

A. Yes , through 'FM' radio . .  ! 

Q Did you have cornrnunications with t h e  command 
and c o n t r o l  sh ip?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  usua l ly  through UHF, or  w e  could 
a l s o ,  s i n c e  he was t a l k i n g  on FM--if t h e r e  wasn ' t  a 
l o t  of c h a t t e r  going on, we could a l s o  reach  him through 
F M .  

Q Well, t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  i s ,  l e t ' s  
T a y ,  a b a t t a l i o n  command "push." The company, i f  i t ' s  
a company on t h e  ground, i s  on what "push"? 

A. It would be on t h e i r  own "push." 
! 

Q Which frequency would t h e  Shark guns be on? 
They only have the  c a p a b i l i t y ,  I presume, of one FM? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q.  Which one would you be on? 

A .  We'd be on the  one t h a t  we were probably 
support ing a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q The t roops  on th,e ground? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  Usually,  though, when you had 
a b i g  l i f t  going i n ,  and l e t ' s  say t h e r e  was t h r e e  companies, 
a l l  of them would probably be tuned up t o  one 
FM f o r  working back and f o r t h  t o  each o t h e r .  That  was 
t h e  frequency we would use.  ' But they  would have among 
themselves, maybe, t h e i r  own frequency. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
know. 

(2 There wasn 't any s tandard  procedure,  then ,  
i n  t h i s  regard?  

A. We were given one F M  frequency i f  w e  were 
going t o  use--if t h e r e  was more than  one company. Af ter  
t h a t  t ime, i f  t h e  companies were n o t  working t h a t  c lose  
t o  each o t h e r ,  t h e r e  would be t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  companies 
on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  FM's. We'd have t o  change o u r  FM r a d i o s  
i f  we wanted t o  go over he re  200 meters  away and t a l k  
t o  such and such company. ~ e ' w o u l dprobably haye t o  
come up on t h e i r  company frequency. 

Q You a l s o  s a i d  you opera ted  between l i f t s  
he re  wi th  a high and low gunship i n  a two-Shark team? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a low .ship would 
be a t  approximately what a l t i t u d e ?  

A .  H e  could be anywhere from--like I s a i d ,  
sometimes we went down and p u t  bur a i r c r a f t  r i g h t  be-
tween a person and h i s  b e s t  escape r o u t e  and waved him 
back over ,  and he would f i n a l l y  g e t  t h e  i d e a  and he  
would go back. O r  w e  could be up about 200 f e e t  i f  
i t  was r e a l  dense. We cou ldn ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  too  much 
down below, s o  we'd be a l i t t l e  b i t  h igher .  

Q When a low s h i p  went down t o  do t h i s  waving 
t h a t  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  I presume t h a t  you, t h e  p i l o t ,  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The crew ch ie f  o r  gunner 
would do it. 

Q .  What would t h e  high gun be doing? Would 
he be coming down with you? 
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A. He would drop maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  lower,  
b u t  he would s t i l l  be up around 300 t o  500 f e e t  
o r  SO. 

Q The second l i f t  coming i n  now. The same 
LZ has c a l l e d  you t h a t  they ' r e  inbound. What was t h e  
usua l  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  l ead?  

A.  Dolphin lead .  O r  if it was a c t u a l l y  t h e  
commander of t h e  174th,  i t  would be Dolphin 6 .  

Q Did he always use ~ o l p h i n6? 

A. I ' v e  heard--usually Dolphin 6 ,  b u t  I ' v e  
heard f l i g h t  l e a d e r ,  Dolphin lead .  

Q. The second l i f t  i s  inbound now. What a r e  
t h e  Sharks going t o  do now? You've g o t  t roops  on the 
ground, and the  s l i c k s  a r e  coming i n ,  going t o  land  on 
t h e  same LZ,  t he  same d i r e c t i o n .  What do t h e  Sharks 
do now? 

A. We'd break o f f  and j u s t  fol low t h e  s l i c k s  
i n .  I f  t h e r e  h a d n ' t  been any f i r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l e a d ,  
we'd go around, and t h e r e  was no r e a l  concern. The 
ground t roops were on t h e  ground, and they would set  
up a per imeter  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  coming i n .  We'd 
go back and j u s t  run a r ace t rack  around t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q .  You'd be co.ld? You wouldn't  be f i r i n g ?  

A. Right ,  i f  t h e r e  was no f i r e  rece ived  on 
the f i r s t  l i f t ,  t h e r e  was no reason t o  f i r e  oa t h e  
subsequent l i f t .  

Q What was t h e  range o f  a UH-1C Shark 
i n s o f a r  a s  time is concerned? 

A. We s t r e t c h e d  i t  p r e t t y  t i g h t  sometimes. 
I would say on t h e  average ,we'd use about 1,000 pounds 
of f u e l  i n ,  maybe, two and a h a l f  hours ,  sometimes up 
t o  t h r e e .  

Q But a t  two and a h a l f  hours ,  you'd be think-
i n g  very s e r i o u s l y  about g e t t i n g  t o  a p l a c e  t o  r e f u e l ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And what would occur when t h e  Sharks l e f t  
s t a t i o n  t o  r e f u e l ?  Who would cover t h e  ground fo rces?  
I presume t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  a f t e r  t h e  lift i n ,  
the Sharks s t a y  around t h e  a rea  f o r  a per iod  of t ime, 
do they? 

A. Yes, w e  s t a y  around i f  nothing i s  r e a l l y  
happening. We would c a l l  a f t e r  about 15 minutes i f  
t h e r e ' s  j u s t  a normal amount of people running around 
on the  ground, c i v i l i a n s  and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e  gronnd 
t roops are j u s t  on a s tandard  push through a ,v i l l age .  
They a r e  j u s t  looking around, poking i n  ho les  and every-
th ing .  They're no t  r e a l l y  r ece iv ing  any f i r e ,  s o  we'd 
c a l l  them up a f t e r  about 15 minutes o r  t e l l  them, "Do 
they need us any longer?"--or would wa i t  u n t i l  we were 
g e t t i n g  low on f u e l .  That would g ive  us  a good time 
t o  g e t  back and r e f u e l  without  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  t o o  low 
on f u e l  . So we 'd c a l l  them up and ask them i f  they  
needed us any longer .  Usually we'd c a l l  them up i n  
s u f f i c i e n t  time t h a t  we could g e t  another--if we  had more 
gunships on station--group up t h e r e  i f  they needed the  
cover. I f  they were i n  a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  w e  would 
probably aler t - - long before  we would g e t  low on fuel--
t h e  o t h e r  gunship team t o  h u s t l e  on, wherever w e  were. 
But s tandard  opera t ing  procedure was t o  c i r c l e  around 
f o r  a whi le .  The ground t roops were on t h e  ground. W e  
would c a l l  and go, and u s u a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  America1 o r  
down i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  they would c a l l  i n  the i r - - they  had 
scou t  s h i p s ,  with gunships following scou t  s h i p s .  I 
be l i eve  i t  was t h e  123d. They were c a l l e d .  We were 
mostly t o  p r o t e c t  our  s l i c k s  and t h e  genera l  LZ a t  
t h e  time. And then t h e  scou t  s h i p s  would come i n  
and we'd go home, and t h e  scou t  s h i p s  and gunships 
would take  over.  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t o  me e a r l i e r  t h e  b a s i c  load 
of ammunition t h a t  you c a r r i e d  on gunships.  And you 
would expend some ammunition, a s  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  on 
suppression runs and e s c o r t .  What would be a normal 
expenditure  f o r  t h e  type  of opera t ions  such as  we've 
d iscussed ,  f o r  t h e  two gunships,  o r  would t h e r e  be 
such a th ing .  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. Normal, I guess ,  would be about 
t h r e e  rocke t s .  

Q. Per s h i p ?  

A. Yes, sir. And maybe about 20 t o  50 rounds -. 
of 40mm, i f  we had it, and j u s t  3 o r  4 ,  10 
b u r s t s  of the  minigun. Whatever w e  f e l t  would p u t  some 
f i r e  a11 around t h e  LZ. And t o  save ammunition, i f  
i t  was a s t andard  l i f t  t h a t  we weren ' t  r e a l l y  expect-
i n g  f i r e ,  o r  t h a t  w e  were expect ing f i r e  b u t  were n o t  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  we would t r y  t o  conserve our  ammunition 
as  much a s  we could i n  case t h e  s l i c k s  o r  ground t roops  
r e a l l y  got  i n t o  t r o u b l e  a s  w e  landed. So w e  would not  
expend very much ammunition on t h e  first run u n l e s s  
it was r e a l l y  requi red .  

Q Were you requ i red  t o  keep t r a c k  of or r e p o r t
how much ammunition you expended? 

Y e s  , sir., w e  were. 

What d id  you do wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. We would t u r n  i t  i n  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day 
on our  mission r e p o r t s .  

Turn it i n  t o  whom? 

A .  J u s t  company opera t ions .  

Q Could you venture a guess of what t h e  opera t ions
such a s  we've d iscussed ,  w i t h  two Sharks suppor t ing  a four-
l i f t  f o r c e  i n t o  two LZ's--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Two d i f f e r e n t  LZ ' s ?  

Q Two d i f f e r e n t  L Z ' s .  Approximately, can you
g ive  me a guess a s  t o  how many 2.75 inch  rocke t s  and 
7 . 6 2  mi l l ime te r  b u l l e t s  would be expended? What would 
you f i g u r e  t o  be normal? 

A. We could expend up t o  h a l f  our  b a s i c  load. 
I f  we were going t o  expend .ammunition, w e  would t r y  t o  
no t  shoot  any more than  h a l f  of what w e  had, t o  be 
ready for--and on 40mm it would probably only be about 
a f i f t h  of what we had, because--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  L e t ' s  t ake  it one a t  a time. 
You s a i d  7.62, you c a r r i e d  how many rounds? 

A. 6,000 rounds of  minigun ammunition. 
We would probably expend about 1,000 rounds a s h i p .  

Q So t h a t  would be 2,000 rounds. 

A. 2,000 t o  maybe even 4,000 rounds f o r  
both  s h i p s .  

Q And how many rockets?  

A. 2.75 f o r  both s h i p s ,  w e  could g e t  up t o  
about h a l f  our  load ,  which would be about 1 4  rocke t s .  

9 Would you say t h a t  an expendi ture  of 13,500 
rounds of 7.62 and 35 rockets  f o r  a l i g h t  f i r e  team 
of two s h i p s  was normal? 

A. Not normal f o r  an average l i f t ,  no, I wouldn't  
say it was, un less  t h e  ground t roops asked us t o  p u t  
more f i r e  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  o r  w e  were then ,  a t  
t h a t  t ime, t ak ing  some type of f i r e ,  s n i p e r ,  one o r  
two small  arms f i r e .  We would then ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, 
pu t  more of our  load i n t o  a s p e c i f i c  p o i n t ,  a bunker 
complex, o r  a t r e e  l i n e  o r  something. We 'd p u t  more 
f i r e  i n t o  i t  as  t h e  s l i c k s  were coming i n  t o  g ive  
them b e t t e r  p ro tec t ion .  O r  sometimes t h e  s l i c k s  
would say they  were r ece iv ing  f i r e ,  b u t  they might 
n o t  r e a l l y  have been, and we would put  a l i t t l e  b i t  
more down i n  some f i e l d  o r  t r e e  l i n e .  But 35 r o c k e t s ,  
we would have t o  go back and rearm. 

Q Okay, the normal opera t ing  procedure i n  
t h e  174th wi th  r e fe rence  t o  f l y i n g  of miss ions ,  when 
.would you rece ive  your b r i e f i n g ?  

A. The n i g h t  before .  

Q Who would g ive  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  usua l ly?  

A. ' S l i c k  l ead  o r  whoever was going t o  be t h e  
l eader  of t h e  s l i c k .  
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Q - And how would t h i s  be accomplished? Would 
he c a l l  everybody t o g e t h e r  o r  j u s t  t h e  l e a d e r s  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, everybody t h a t  was 
going t o  be involved wi th  t h e  l i f t  t h e  next  day would 
be c a l l e d  i n t o  a b r i e f i n g  room. They would be given 
a l l  the information they needed, f requencies .  We Id have 
a b i g  map on the w a l l .  They would show them e x a c t l y  
where. We would have a t e n t a t i v e  way of t e l l i n g  t h e  
s l i c k s  which way they were probably going t o  be 
a s s a u l t i n g  t h a t  day. 

The ground t roops  could have already--the day 
be fo re ,  picked out  through use of a recon s h i p  o r  t h e i r  
Charl ie-Charl ie  , command and control--given a b r i e f i n g  
on exac t ly  what t h e  t e r r a i n  looked l i k e .  O r  a s  w e  
were i n - f l i g h t ,  t hey 'd  say  t h i s  v i l l a g e  looks 
b e s t  i f  you land t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  e a s t ,  w e s t ,  o r  south .  
So we would land t h a t  way. But we  would always have 
a t e n t a t i v e  way t o  land .  

How many, what each s l i c k  would be t ak ing  
a s  f a r  a s  number of people on board,  how many times 
they would have t o  be used, how many l i f t s  were going 
i n ,  and s o  f o r t h .  What t h e  a r e a  was supposedly l i k e ,  
a l i t t l e  b i t  of information.  

Q How long d i d  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  usua l ly  l a s t ?  
Were they d e t a i l e d ,  thorough, t o  your s a t i s f a c t i o n ?  
Did you f e e l  when you l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you 
1 new what was going t o  happen tomorrow, t h e  next  day? 

A. Yes, we  were going t o  t ake  10 s h i p s  and 
two gunships ou t  t o  l i f t  such and such company, b a t t a l i o n ,  
o r  whatever; the  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  we'd be picking them up; 
a l l  t he  f requencies  t h a t  we would need; t h e  l o c a t i o n s  
t h a t  we would be dropping them o f f .  And a s  f a r  a s  
l o c a t i o n s ,  we were always given coordina tes .  We'd know 
what coordina tes  we  had t o  use. 

Q What k ind  of  maps d i d  you use i n  t h e  Sharks? 

A.  The 1:50,000. I h a v e n ' t  seen a map f o r  
s o  long,  i t  might have been 1:25,000. 
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(3 There was an o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March 1968 
tabbed  by t h e  s o l d i e r s  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  Yet ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  show 

' t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  i s  tabbed P i n k v i l l e  by t h e  c o l o r  of t h e  v i l -
l a g e  as it appears  on a map, 1 :50,000. The combat a s s a u l t  
of t h i s  u n i t ,  Task Force Barker ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  the coxbat  
a s s a u l t  of two companies. The f i r s t  of t h e s e  companies was 
t o  a - s sau l t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of a sma l l  hamlet  t h a t  w a s  somewhat 
wes t  of P i n k v i l l e .  We have tes t imony t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  
a s s a u l t  was conducted on o r  about  0730 hours  on t h e  morning 
of 16 March, and it was preceded by a 3- t o  5-n~inute  
a r t i l l - e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The l i f t  was cond.ucted by t h e  174th 
Av ia t ion  Company, c o n s i s t i n g  of n i n e  s l i c k s  and two Sharks .  
There w e r e  some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened d u r i n g  t h a t  opera-
t i o n  t h a t  I an1 going t o  t e l l  you about  w i t h  t h e  hopes t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  this p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  But b e f o r e  I do ,  
do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  your  mind of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. To say  t h a t  t h e r e  was n i n e  s l i c k s  and two gun-
s h i p s  and t h e r e  was a r t i l l e r y  and l a l l d i n g i n  t h a t  area--
we 've  done t h a t  s o  many t i m e s  t h a t  I could  never  p i ck  o u t  
a s p e c i f i c  date. It would have .to be something +-hat would 
have t o  k ind  of s t a n d  o u t  i n  m y  mind. 

Q . M r .  MOYS,  I'd l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  MAP-5, 
which is  a 1:50,000 map, S h e e t  Number 6739 11, e n t i t l e d  
"Quang Ngai. " And f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  Pink-
v i l l - e  t h a t  we ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  (LTC PATTERSON po in t ed  
t o  Pin1cvill.e on map.) T h e  a r e a  d e p i c t e d  on t h i s  map shows 
Quang Ngai City l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  Route 1, t h e  Song Tra  Khuc 
River  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And I t h i n k  i n  cornion terminology it 
was probably c a l l e d  something e l s e .  Do you r e c a l l ?  D i d  you 
c a l l  it t h e  Quang Ngai River?  

A .  y e s ,  s ir .  

& The South China Sea.  Task Force  Barker  ope ra t ed
i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  February ,  March 1368. 
2d ARVN Div i s ion  headqua r t e r s  was l o c a t e d  h e r e  a t  Quang 
Ngai. LZ D o t t i e  was a f i r e  suppor t  base  i n  an LZ t o  t h e  
e a s t  of Route 1. There was ano the r  f i r e  s u p p o r t  base  and 
LZ t o  t h e  nor thwes t  of  P i n k v i l l e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name 
of t h a t  by m y  chance? 
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A. No, s ir ,  I thought i t  was D o t t i e  but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  LZ Uptight?  

A .  Uptight .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

8 A r t i l l e r y  was loca ted  a t  both  of t h e s e ,  D o t t i e  
and Uptight.  There ' s  a l i t t l e  h i l l  q u i t e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
because i t  s t i c k s  o u t  by i t s e l f ,  c a l l e d  H i l l  85.  And a 
d i r t  road running from P i n k v i l l e  t o  t h e  southwest down 
towards Quang Ngai, Route 521. There i s  an ARVN RF/PF out -
p o s t  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map a s  a  square t h a t  was occupied. 
And t h i s  a r e a  from Quang Ngai River nor th  5 o r  6 
ki lometers  was g e n e r a l l y  considered t o  be an ARVN a r e a  of  
opera t ions ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  2d ARVN. Yet, I ' m  s u r e  you 
r e c a l l  something of t h e  a r e a  a s  f a r  a s  U . S .  ope ra t ions  was 
concerned. Was it considered t o  be a h o s t i l e  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  very much so .  W e  used t o  t a k e  f i r e  
sometimes a t  n igh t t ime ,  f l y i n g  over ,  going back and f o r t h  
t o  Chu Lai.  

Q Chu Lai  i s  where i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  map? 

A. I t ' s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  s ir ,  approximately 20 mi les .  

Q And Duc Pho i s  t o  t h e  south?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q , Do you recognize t h e  a rea  I ' ve  pointed out  on t h e  
map? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  ve ry  w e l l ,  because t h a t  was our  a r e a  of 
opera t ions .  

Q I have h e r e  a photomap, 1:25,000, which i s  MAP-4. 
Because o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s c a l e s  you can s e e  t h a t  i t ' s  
twice t h e  s i z e  of t h e  1:50,000. Again, t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  
t h e  l i t t l e  RF/PF square  o u t p o s t ,  Route 1 i s  o f f  t o  t h e  w e s t  
edge, t h e  China Sea o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t .  My Lai (4), t h e  hamlet 
a s s a u l t e d  by C/1/20 on 1 6  March, i s  l o c a t e d  he re .  H i l l  85 
i s  t o  t h e  eas t - sou theas t  about 1 ki lometer .  521, a road,  
and a f a i r l y  main road ,  running between My Lai  ( 4 )  and H i l l  85 
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t o  t h e  southwest. We have s u b s t a n t i a l  testimony t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t h a t  I ' m  hoping you w i l l  
r e c a l l  cons i s t ed  of landing C/1/20 t o  t h e  w e s t  of My Lai 
( 4 )  i n  two l i f t s ,  genera l ly  i n  this a r e a .  With t h e  pickup 
from LZ Dot t i e ,  which was t h e  P Z ,  n ine  s l i c k s  landed t o  t h e  
nor th  s i d e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  supported by two Shark gunships.  
Subsequently, from t h e  same PZ, LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e  n ine  s l i c k s  
i n s e r t e d  by combat a s s a u l t  B/4/3 t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of My Lai  
( 4 )  . This opera t ion  was supported by a r t i l l e r y  o u t  of LZ 
Uptight.  The aero-scout company, which i s  Company B ,  123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  had been r e c e n t l y  formed, were a l s o  
involved i n  t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  a  screening  miss ion  t o  t h e  
south of Highway 521. The ~ i r d  r i f l e  company of Task 
Force Barker,  which was A/3/1, was loca ted  i n  a  blocking 
p o s i t i o n  north of t h i s  l i t t l e  r i v e r ,  which i s  j u s t  1,500 
meters  o r  s o  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 )  . The a s s a u l t  of B/4/3 ,  
which occurred somewhere between 0800 and 0830 hours  on 
the morning of 16 March, probably requ i red  a  go-around 
of t h e  nine s l i c k s  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f  i n  
t ime.  LZ f o r  C/1/20 landing t o  t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
repor ted  cold on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  However, on t h e  second 
l i f t  i n  of C/1/20, a r e p o r t  apparent ly  came i n  t h a t  some 
f i r e  was received from one of t h e  v i l l a g e s .  We a r e  a l s o  
l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  cons iderable  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and they were viewed by t h e  a v i a t o r s  
t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  What I ' v e  t o l d  you 
is  based on previous testimony. Does what I ' v e  t o l d  you 
h e l p  r e f r e s h  your memory? Can you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion?  

A. This p a r t i c u l a r  day, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f t - - i t  
seems t o  me t h a t  maybe something's coming back--that maybe 
down he re  i n  t h e  southern p a r t ,  w e  might have expended 
around My Lai ( 4 )  , dropped back t o  Chu La i ,  r e f u e l e d  and 
rearmed. Then when we came back, some company t h a t  was along 
a r i v e r  c a l l e d  us over because they were tak ing  s n i p e r  
f i r e  and cou ldn ' t  g e t  across  t h e  r i v e r .  Whether t h a t  
was t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, I mean, w e  were involved i n  
t h i s  t h i n g  s o  much--even when I was i n  s l i c k s ,  I remember 
sometimes when I was f l y i n g  s l i c k s ,  t h a t  w e  came i n  on 
d i f f e r e n t  a s s a u l t s  i n  he re .  A l l  t h a t  I remember i s  one 
company ap here  near  a  r i v e r  wanted us t o  p u t  suppress ive  
f i r e  across  t h e  r i v e r ,  i n  a t r e e  l i n e .  So w e  might 
have expended i t  t h e r e .  And t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  a l l  I can r e c a l l  
remembering. 
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Q Tha t ' s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  
you ' re  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, t h e  records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
you re fue led  and rearmed a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

A. That could be.  

Q You d i d  n o t  know--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we f lew a l l  t h e  
way t o  the- - jus t ,  something 's  coming back, t h a t  we went t o  
o t h e r  than Duc Pho t o  rearm o r  r e f u e l .  So t h a t  might have 
meant t h a t  t h e  ground t roops needed us back again f o r  some 
reason. 

Q. Well, it would appear from what w e  know now t h a t  
the  a b i l i t y  f o r  you t o  s t a y  on s t a t i o n  a l i t t l e  b i t  longer ,  
such as  you've descr ibed ,  was normal. The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
r e f u e l i n g  and rearming po in t s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  was n o t  known 
t o  t h e  Sharks on this p a r t i c u l a r  day, and they  were s u r p r i s e d  
when they found ou t  about it. They decided t h a t  they  could 
r e f u e l  and rearm a t  Dot t i e  and thereby s t a y  on s t a t i o n ,  
covering t h i s  opera t ion  a  l i t t l e  b i t  longer  than  they  normally 
would have i f  they had t o  f l y  down t o  Duc Pho. 

A. I knew they  had a rearming p o i n t  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
Whether I w a s  f l y i n g  t h a t  day i n  t h i s  opera t ion  and t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  day I found o u t ,  i t  might have been, bu t  
I have re fue led  and rearmed t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t imes.  

Q. LZ Dot t i e  was i n  be ing  f o r  some t ime,  b u t  t h e  a v a i l -
a b i l i t y  of  rearming and r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  was 
r e l a t i v e l y  new. 

A. Yes, because t h e  123d began sending up Eagle 
f l i g h t s  over t h e r e  and they used t o .  ... 
Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  P-45,  which is an 
obl ique a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai ( 4 )  taken from t h e  
west looking t o  t h e  e a s t .  I might a l s o  po in t  ou t  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a r e c e n t  photograph, and t h e  t r a c k s  t h a t  you s e e  
on the  photograph were no t  i n  being on 16 March. The photograph 
was taken from approximately t h i s  p o i n t ,  looking t o  t h e  
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  (LTC PATTERSON pointed t o  p o i n t  on 
t h e  photograph.) There is  t h e  LZ used by t h e  Dolphins 
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i n  t h e  lower le f t -hand corner  of t h e  photograph. DO you 
r e c a l l  i t ?  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  t e l l .  I j u s t  know t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  
b u t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  s t and  out  i n  my 
mind. This r i v e r  along he re  looks more f a m i l i a r  than t h e  
a c t u a l  v i l l a g e  does,  wi th  t h e  br idges  going a c r o s s  and s o  
f o r t h  . 
Q You n o t i c e  t h a t  Highway 521 i s  i n  t h e  upper r i g h t -
hand corne r ,  and of course H i l l  85 would be of f  t o  t h e  upper 
right-hand corner .  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  i t  j u s t  does no t  r e a l l y  s t a n d  ou t  i n  my 
mind as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remembering it. 

Q The records ,  your records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you f lew 
on t h a t  day, M r .  MOYS , and you flew a s ,  a Shark. W e  have every 
reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  this opera t ion ,  
and a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  on 
t h e  morning of t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  began on o r  about 0730 
hours .  And I am going t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, and 
I would ask your indulgence and your at tempts  t o  r e c a l l  
whatever you can about t h i s  opera t ion .  Did you know 
Colone 1 BARKER? 

A. Not pe r sona l ly ,  no,  sir. I have heard t h i s  name 
mentioned some, j u s t  i n  normal, everyday opera t ions .  

Q. Do you remember what h i s  c a l l  s i g n  was? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, no, sir.  

Q Would you know it i f  you heard i t ?  Coyote? 

A. It sounds f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  t o  p l a c e  Colonel 
BARKER and Coyote a s  t h e  same, I c o u l d n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you know t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of B Company, 123d 
Aviation? D o  you remember i t ?  

A.  Warlords, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  working with B Company of the 123d 
very o f t e n ?  
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A .  We never r e a l l y  worked wi th  them. Usually when 
they came i n t o  t h e  same a r e a ,  we'd d e p a r t ,  because t h a t  would 
end our  mission. Once i n  a whi l e ,  now, B Company would be 
put  i n  a s p e c i f i c  p lace .  I f  they were t o l d  t o  work i n  a 
s p e c i f i c  p l a c e ,  and we were supposed t o  cover a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a ,  
we would n o t  a c t u a l l y  be working with them, b u t  i n  t h e  same 
area .  We could con tac t  them, b u t  w e  never r e a l l y  coordinated 
with them unless  we s a i d ,  "Well, look a t  something here ,  " 
o r  they s a i d ,  "There 's  somebody coming up your way." Usually 
though, t h e  s tandard  t h i n g  was, i f  t h e  l i f t  was a normal l i f t ,  
we would cover t h e  s l i c k s  coming i n ,  cover t h e  LZ,  and 
then depar t .  And t h e  scou t s  a t  t h a t  time would t ake  over ,  
and we would go back and c a r r y  on whatever o t h e r  missions 
we had t h a t  day. 

Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  previous t e s t i -
mony has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were on s t a t i o n  a t  
the  same time t h a t  t h e  Sharks and t h e  Dolphins were con-
duct ing t h e  l i f t .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  has  happened before .  

Q I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h i s  now, and I want you t o  t r y  
t o  remember and t h i n k  about t h i s  day. Nine s l i c k s ,  two 
Sharks,  two gunships from t h e  Warlords, and an OH-23 from 
t h e  Warlords, C&C s h i p s ,  four  t u r n  arounds f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  
i n  t h e  two L Z s  , one go-around, a considerable--in my view, 
looking a t  t h e  map i n  t h e  proximity of t h e  a r e a  and i n  view 
of t h e  th ings  I ' v e  j u s t  descr ibed ,  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a gaggle 
of h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and c e r t a i n l y  it  would seem t o  be 
something more than a normal combat a s s a u l t .  For t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ,  t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  be augmented by f o u r  s l i c k s  from t h e  
R a t t l e r s ,  t h e  71s t  A7viation Company. This was no t  abnormal 
e i t h e r ,  I know. But a n ine  s l i c k  l i f t  f o r  t h e  174th was, I 
b e l i e v e ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  ou t  of t h e  ord inary ,  although no t  ex-
cep t iona l  i n  i t s e l f .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say i t  was r e a l l y  o u t  of t h e  ord inary .  I 
could never say what an average was f o r  our  s l i c k s  going 
out .  I would say it  would probably be lower. ' It could be 
very w e l l ,  indeed. 

& I have reason t o  b e l i e v e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  coor-
d i n a t i o n  t h a t  was e f f e c t e d  between t h e  Sharks and t h e  War-
l o r d s  i n  this a r e a  was conducted a i r  t o  a i r  on t h a t  morning. 
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And it was decided,  a i r  t o  a i r ,  t h a t  t h e  Warlords would 
work sou th  of Highway 521 t h a t  you s e e  on t h e  map. The 
Sharks s t ayed  t o  t h e  nor th  of Highway 521, between t h e  
l i f t s  of C/1/20. I have a l s o  reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a considerable 
number of c i v i l i a n s ,  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s ,  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
persons,  were on Highway 521, some going t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  
some going t o  t h e  southwest.  This c e r t a i n l y  would have 
been observed by t h e  Sharks i n  t h e i r ,  a s  you have previous ly  
desc r ibed ,  normal work on an LZ,  such a s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  
h e r e  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  I a l s o  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  Sharks d id  engage and d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  c la im some k i l l s  
of some i n d i v i d u a l s  with weapons and web g e a r ,  and had some 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  ground t roops  over  t o  p o l i c e  up 
the  weapons and t h e  web gear .  They were us ing  smoke t o  
i d e n t i f y  them. I a l s o  have some reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
some Sharks stopped o r  sepa ra ted  from a group of  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
c i v i l i a n s  walking down t h e  road,  two Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  t h a t  
were suspected of being VC. Af ter  sepdra t ing  them, t h e  
br igade  commander of t h e  11th  Brigade i n  h i s  C & C s h i p  
came down and picked up t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and was 
concerned because he thought t h e r e  might be t h r e e  and you 
a l l ,  t h e  Sharks,  had ' only come up wi th  two. 

A. Something's coming back, b u t  i t  seems t o  me I ' v e  
s t a r t e d  t o  remember a l i f t  on t h e  n o r t h ,  northwest s i d e .  I t  
was maybe t h e  p lace  where we had t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e  had 
found wi th  weapons and web gea r  t h a t  were escaping and e-
vading. They were down i n  t renches  , ho les  , and everyth ing .  
They were haul ing  ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  a f t e r  we had landed and 1 

everything.  

Q That ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  ones w e  t r i e d  t o  mark. I b e l i e v e  w e  
engaged them with f i r e .  We could n o t  g e t  t h e  ground t roops  
t o  come over .  We wanted them e s p e c i a l l y  t o  come.over and g e t  
them, because they had weapons, t h e  whole b i t ,  and they prob-
ably would have papers o r  something. The people that--down 
on. t h e  sou th  end,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember--I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  s l i c k  coming i n .  I remember somebody t e l l i n g  us  t o  go 
over  and look a t  some people. W e  had one guy that-- there 
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was s e v e r a l  people,  b u t  w e  only  picked ou t  t h e  one of  
them. The o t h e r  ones go t  l o s t .  I b e l i e v e  one man, he was 
moving f a s t  when we came up on him. He threw a bunch of  
th ings  which w e  d i d  n o t  i d e n t i f y .  Again, a t  t h a t  t ime,  we 
wanted the  ground t roops  t o  come down and s e e  i f  w e  could 
g e t  them t o  i d e n t i f y  those o b j e c t s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  bushes 
a t  t h a t  t ime. We followed t h i s  man. He took a p o s i t i o n  i n  
a  herd of  c a t t l e ,  k ind  of d r iv ing  c a t t l e .  I d o n ' t  know whether 
t h i s  is  t h e  same opera t ion .  W e  followed t h i s  man. We decided,  
w e l l ,  we c a n ' t  do anything,  b u t  we c i r c l e d  around. W e  were 
a t  t h a t  t ime,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  con tac t  wi th  somebody. I 
d o n ' t  remember who, whether it was t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  whether 
i t  was t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie ,  b u t  we were--this man, aga in ,  
a s  soon a s  w e  k ind  of--one of our  t a c t i c s  was t o  k ind  of sur -
vey the  guy. We'd break away, keep our  eye on him, and t h i s  
t ime, t h i s  guy j u s t  took f o r  t h e  nearest--as f a s t  a s  he  could,  
t o  g e t  across  t o  another  t r e e  l i n e ,  evading, d e f i n i t e l y  
evading, o t h e r  than  j u s t  a normal c i v i l i a n .  We went back, 
k e p t  the  guy out--he k e p t  moving, would no t  s t o p  even though 
we were f i r i n g  i n  f r o n t  of him, and I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  time 
we were t o l d  by someone t o  engage t h i s  person and n o t  l e t  c'd 
him g e t  t o  the  t r e e  l i n e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  f o r  a l a t e r  t ime the 
ground t roops  would come down and i d e n t i f y  t h e  o b j e c t s  and 3 
t h e  person. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  only people t h a t  w e  engaged 
t h a t  day--was people wi th  weapons, and t h i s  one person who Cn 
was, as  they  found l a t e r  when they went down and i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
t h a t  he was probably i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  a VC o r  NVA 
t roop ,  because he-- just  f o r  those  reasons ,  o t h e r  than  a normal 
c i v i l i a n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  out  every way he could--escape and 
evade t h e  genera l  a r e a  of combat. 

Q Do you remember t h e s e  two o r  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  were segregated  from t h i s  group t h a t  were on t h e  road? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember segregat ing  any groups of people.  
There might have been more than  one, b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  one 
was t h e  only one t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  engaged t h a t  d i d  n o t  ac-
t u a l l y  have a weapon i n  h i s  hand. But we had seen  him 
running i n t o  t h e  group of people--then w e  could n o t  p ick  him 
o u t ,  then l a t e r  moving o u t ,  h id ing  something, o r  d i sca rd ing  some-
th ing  which was--that no c i v i l i a n  would have any reason t o  
do so .  I f  he had a hoe o r  a rake  o r  something, t h a t  would 
g ive  us a l l  t h e  more reason no t  t o  even look a t  him. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  engaging t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h i s .  I t  might n o t  
have been t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  we were t o l d  a t  t h i s  
t ime,  because t h i s  person was i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  a VC s o l d i e r ,  
we were t o l d  no t  t o  l e t  him g e t  t o  a s p e c i f i c  t r e e  l i n e .  

9- And you d id  engage him, and you d i d  shoot  him? 

A. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I ' m  n o t  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  myself. We were t o l d  t o  keep f i r i n g  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  person,  and they 'd  t r y  t o  g e t  somebody down 
t h e r e .  This has  happened be fo re ,  t h a t  t h e  doorgunner g e t s  a 
l i t t l e  e x c i t e d  and g e t s  a l i t t l e  too  c l o s e  t o  t h e  guy. I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  it could have gone two ways: one, w e  intended 
t o  s t o p  t h i s  person i n  any way we could from reaching t h e  
t r e e  l i n e ,  o r ;  we were f i r i n g  i n  f r o n t  of him and t h e  
person was h i t  by t h e  f i r e .  

Q You remember, though, s e e i n g ' t h i s  f e l low dead? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I have he re  an a e r i a l  photograph, a v e r t i c a l  photo-
graph of My La i  ( 4 )  . I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  you o r i e n t e d  on t h i s .  
(The witness  was shown Exh ib i t  P-1.) The s c a l e  of t h i s  photo-
graph, t h i s  i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  , i s  about 1 inch equals  85 meters .  
By r e f e r r i n g  t o  your map, I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  a few t h i n g s  
t o  you a s  we l l  as t h e  obl ique photograph t h a t  we pre-
v ious ly  r e f e r r e d  t o .  Recal l ing  and looking a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  
photo,  t h e  obl ique  photo, P-45, you r e c a l l  we were looking 
from west t o  e a s t ,  h e r e ,  and you r e c a l l  something 
about t h e  r i v e r .  I f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  f i r s t  o f f ,  t h e r e ' s  
somewhat of a d ike  o r  t r e e  l i n e  o r  something t h a t  runs  
g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  nor th  t o  t h e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You n o t i c e  t h e s e  two f i e l d s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
J u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  l i n e  on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo-
graph you can s e e  Route 521, and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  
stream t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  he re  on P-45 i s  i n d i c a t e d  here  
on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph. The d i f f e r e n c e ,  of course ,  
i s  t h a t  t h i s  one i s  obl ique  a s  you would s e e  it from t h e  
a i r ,  about 1,500 f e e t ,  and t h i s  one i s  looking s t r a i g h t  
down on it, v e r t i c a l l y .  Are you o r i e n t e d  on t h a t  photo-
graph, p r e t t y  wel l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Again, t h e  LZ we t a l k e d  about ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ,
could you recognize i t ?  I know you may n o t  r e c a l l  i t ,  bu t  
i t ' s  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. , S i r ,  whether t h a t  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  LZ--appar-
e n t l y ,  from what e l s e  I ' v e  s a i d ,  I r e c a l l  f a c t s  t h a t  would 
probably put  me t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  L Z ,  I ' v e  seen s o  many I 
d o n ' t  remember. We could have landed t o  t h e  west o r  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  LZ. I 
want t o  t r y  t o  have you r e c a l l  what you were t e l l i n g  m e  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  with t h e  hopes t h a t  you can t e l l  m e  
about where t h e s e  th ings  took p lace .  A n d  I ' m  o r i e n t i n g  
you only from t h e  LZ p o i n t ,  and t e l l i n g  you what w e  t h i n k  
we  know about t h e  landing ,  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  t h e s e  two i n c i -
den t s  t h a t  you descr ibed  e a r l i e r .  Under t h e  assumption t h a t  
t h e  s l i c k s  d id  land i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and landed t o  t h e  nor th ,  
and I might i n d i c a t e  t h e  nor th  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photograph i s  
on the top .  I t ' s  o r i e n t e d  proper ly .  You descr ibed  two i n c i -
dents .  One, you t o l d  me something about people t o  the north- :P 
west ,  and how you g o t  them i n  an open f i e l d .  6 

*K3 

A. Well, n o t  r e a l l y  open, s i r ,  t h e  a rea  was--that 's 
what I c a n ' t  understand about i t .  A s  I remember, it was a7 
kind of a r e d  c l ay  a r e a ,  l i t t l e  b i t  h i l l y ,  not--

Q-. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Not what? 

A. Extremely high o r  anything,  -maybe 5 0  f e e t  i n  e l e -
va t ion  above t h e  r i c e  paddies  o r  s o .  

Q I f  under t h e  assumption, now, t h a t  t h e  landing  
was made i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and recognizing t h a t  
we  were t a l k i n g  about a s c a l e  of 1 inch  equals  85 meters ,  
t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  i s  400-450 meters ,  maybe 200 o r  300 
meters  over t o  t h i s  creek l i n e  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Perhaps 
t h e  whole photograph i s  1,500 meters  i n  h e i g h t ,  and maybe a 
couple of thousand meters i n  width.  So, t h e  a r e a  de-
p i c t e d  on t h i s  photograph probably encompasses t h e  opera-
t i o n a l  a r e a  of t h e  Sharks o r  t h e  l i f t  sh ips .  H i l l  85 which 
is  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  map--you can begin t o  s e e  j u s t  where 
t h e  h i l l  is  h e r e ,  t h e  South China Sea being o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
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Under t h e  assumption, then ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  your LZ ( i n d i c a t -
ing)  , l e t ' s  go back t o  the  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  which you 
descr ibed ,  somewhat up t o  t h e  northwest of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The records  t h a t  w e  have introduced i n t o  evidence,  the  
journals  of Task Force Barker ,  t h e  11 th  Brigade, and t h e  
America1 Divis ion ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  Sharks d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
g e t  c r e d i t  f o r  two s e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t s  of k i l l s  on 
t h i s  day, t h e  two t h a t  you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d .  

A. . The f i r s t  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  I desc r ibed ,  i n  
my mind I saw t ak ing  p lace  i n  k ind  of a r e d  c l a y  a r e a ,  
and no t  j u s t  a small  a r e a ,  b u t  a l a r g e r  a r e a  wi th  a 
l o t  of t renches  and everyth ing  interwoven i n t o  them. 
And I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  it i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
To m e ,  t h i s  over h e r e  should have been n o t  r i c e  paddies 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  but  o t h e r  than  r i c e  paddies ,  j u s t  k ind  
of open f i e l d s ,  maybe something l i k e  down i n  h e r e  ( ind ica t -
i n g ) .  

Q With scrub brush and t r e e  l i n e s ?  

A. Well,  not  r e a l l y  t r e e s  o r  anything,  b u t  i t  
seems t o  me these  people were escaping and evading 
t h a t  we saw wi th  weapons. 

Q L e t ' s  concent ra te ,  i f  you w i l l ,  on t h e  f i r s t  
i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  one t o  t h e  northwest.  

A. Tha t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  d e p i c t ,  sir.  I re-
member engaging--maybe again it wasn ' t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day--

Q ( In terpos ing)  Well, t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
you've descr ibed ,  t h e  two t o  t h e  northwest and t h e  
one t o  the  s o u t h e a s t ,  a r e  confirmed by journal  e n t r i e s .  
Study t h i s  map f o r  a moment. Elevat ion  on t h i s  map 
i s  i n d i c a t e d  how? The map I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  
1:25,000, MAP-4. How i s  e l e v a t i o n  depic ted  on t h i s  
map, e l e v a t i o n  above t h e  ground? 

A. By contour l i n e s .  

Q o  ' Okay, i f  w e  look a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  w e  d o n ' t  
s e e  any contour l i n e s .  We s e e  t h a t  H i l l  85, which i s  
t o  t h e  sou th ,  is  i n d i c a t i n g  85 what? 
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A.  85 meters .  

Q Okay, and t h e  only o t h e r  h i l l  i n  t h e  e leva-
tion--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They weren 't rea l ly - - l ike  I 
s a i d ,  they probably only ranged--other than  r i c e  paddies ,  
k ind  of brown c lay  pro t ruding  from t h e  ground. 

Q Without e l e v a t i o n ?  

A .  With some e l e v a t i o n .  I s a i d  be fo re  50 f e e t ,  
b u t  ' i t  might have been t h a t  much, 20 f e e t  o r  s o ,  b u t  
o t h e r  than  r i c e  paddies.  

Q Can you t e l l  about how f a r  they  would have 
been from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  recognizing now t h a t  when you 
d i d  t h i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  was on t h e  ground. 

A .  From t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  I could guess ,  
maybe 200 o r  300 meters from where t h e  ground t roops  
were themselves. It  might have been even f u r t h e r ,  
where the  ground t roops  were sweeping, and they  w e r e  
sweeping i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  now, i f  I remember 
proper ly ,  and t h a t ' s  why we had a hard t ime g e t t i n g  
them t o  come up t o  where w e  were, because they  d i d n ' t  
want t o  break o f f .  

Q You would t h i n k ,  then ,  t h a t  i t  would be 
a couple hundred meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  north-
west?  

A. Well,  n o t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  bu t  from 
t h e  ground t roops .  It  might have been up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
i n  he re  some p lace  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . O r  it could*even 
have been over  here  somewhere o r  up i n  t h e  next  v i l l a g e .  
(Witness poin ted  t o  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  northwest.  ) 

Q. On t h i s  opera t ion  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  secured t h e  
LZ. The second l i f t ,  which came i n  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you descr ibed ,  came i n  and they went on 
l i n e ,  somewhere t o  t h e  west edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
then moved on t o  proceed t o  t h e  e a s t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
two platoons ab reas t .  So t h e  p lan  was t h a t  they  would, 
i n , f a c t ,  be on l i n e  and covering t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  
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But a t  the t i m e  you engaged t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  the  northwest ,  t h e  only t roops  t h a t  were on t h e  
ground, a s  I understand i t ,  were probably those  t h a t  
were secur ing  t h e  LZ. The record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  when i t  occurred.  M r .  MOYS, would you be w i l l i n g  
t o  i n d i c a t e ,  by po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  t h a t  you t h i n k  
it might have been, an approximate a rea?  

A. Well ,  I thought--this f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  I des-
c r ibed  apparent ly  must be  another  i n c i d e n t ,  because 
I do no t  remember. I thought t h e  ground t roops  a t  this 
time were a l ready engaged i n  what they had been doing. 
I c a n ' t  remember them being i n  t h e  LZ i t s e l f  and us  o u t  
of i t  someplace. That could very w e l l  have happened, 
b u t  the  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of where t h e s e  enemy t roops  
were engaged o r  anything,  I could n o t  r e a l l y  p o i n t  o u t .  
I t  could have been up h e r e  t o  t h e  nor th  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
I f  t h e r e ' s  a l o c a t i o n  o r  something--it j u s t  seems t o  
me they were i n  k ind  of a red  c l ay  a r e a  and running 
down t r ench  l i n e s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away. I t  might have 
been--if t h e  ground t roops were s t i l l  on t h e  ground, 
then  it  might have been i n  t h e  nor th  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i f  they swept r i g h t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
then  t h e r e  would be no reason why they wouldn ' t  have gone 
r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  An i n s t a n c e  I remember is  
t h a t  we had a hard t ime,  it took us a long time t o  g e t  
anybody up i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

Q The information t h a t  we  have i s  t h a t  t h e r e  
were two i n d i v i d u a l s  k i l l e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  05 t h e  f i r s t  
LZ. And they  were marked by red  smoke f o r  the purpose 
of g e t t i n g  t h e  ground t roops  over t h e r e  t o  p o l i c e  up 
the  gea r .  

A. There i s - -apparent ly ,  what i t  looks l i k e  on 
t h e  ground he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  k ind  of a r ed  c l a y  a r e a ,  
o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  h igher  e l e v a t i o n .  I £  it was on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e ,  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  it could have been over  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q That which you s e e  t h e r e  i s  a s t ream,  t h e  
dark colored  a rea .  But t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  low and 
h igher  ground on e i t h e r  s i d e  of it. The i n d i c a t i o n  i s  
a l s o  t h a t  t h e  Shark was t r y i n g  t o  ge t - -a f t e r  h e ' d  marked 
t h e s e  two wi th  r ed  smoke--that nobody r e a c t e d  t o  go over  
and g e t  them a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  time. 
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And t h e  'Shark i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he would go back over  t h e r e  
as  soon as  t h e  next  l i f t  i s  i n  and remark t h e  l o c a t i o n .  
And t h i s  does i n d i c a t e ,  a s  you've s a i d ,  t h a t  you were 
having some t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  someone t o  go over t h e r e  
and p o l i c e  up t h a t  gear .  . 

A. Well, s i r ,  a l s o ,  w e  have ha-d a l o t  of t r o u b l e  
l i k e  t h a t  be fo re ,  a l o t  of t imes.  Again, now t h a t  I look 
a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  and t h e  i n c i d e n t s  I remember, I j u s t  
c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  where they were. I j u s t  remember 
red c l a y ,  wi th  t h e  shrub brush and kind of geometr ic  
p a t t e r n s  around it, and t h a t ' s  where w e  s i n g l e d  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  ou t .  

Q.. Okay, what about t h e  second i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  
man t h a t  s t a r t e d  t o  run from t h e  group of people and 
threw something i n t o  a paddy? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was a l so - - i t  seems t o  me it was 
down h e r e ,  next  t o  t h i s  h i l l ,  over  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - On the  e a s t  s i d e  of  H i l l  85? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q: I b e l i e v e  we have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  an i n -
d iv idua l  was marked by whi te  smoke and red  smoke. You 
might have marked t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  he threw down wi th  
white  smoke and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  himself wi th  r ed  smoke. 

A. It doesn ' t - - I  remember yellow smoke when 
we used t o  mark people,  because it  was e a s i e r  f o r  the 
ground t roops  t o  see  than  green  o r  v i o l e t  o r  
something. Even r e d  was, from a  d i s t a n c e ,  k i n d  of hard 
t o  pick up. 

Q But do you r e c a l l  t h a t  it was sou th  of t h e  
LZ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  where he threw t h e  s t u f f  down? 

A. I t  would have been t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q I f  you assume t h a t  t h e  LZ was h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,
where would the  sou theas t  be? Recal l  now t h a t  t h e r e  
was a road and a cons iderable  number of people,  c i v i l i a n s ,  
on t h a t  road? 
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A .  Then it would have t o  be down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q South o f  t h e  road? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q But you j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir .  Unless aga in  I ' m  speak ing  of  a d i f f e r -
e n t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q The Shark i s  supposed t o  have marked t h e  one 
t o  t h e  eas t  w i t h  whi te  smoke i n d i c a t i n g  it was i n  a d i t c h .  
About t h i s  t ime  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were be ing  s e g r e g a t e d  
o r  s e p a r a t e d  from a l a r g e  group o f  people  on 521. And 
Rawhide 3 w a s  a t t empt ing  t o  g e t  somebody t o  g e t  them seg rega t ed  
s o  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  p i c k  them up. Does t h i s  h e l p  any? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir. 

Q The one on t h e  sou th  end ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
w e  b e l i e v e  was marked wi th  green  smoke t h e  second t i m e  
it was marked. What happened h e r e ,  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  smokes: t h i s  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h e  one t o  t h e  sou th  was marked wi th  green  smoke t h e  
second t i m e ,  and it was about  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  
second LZ went i n  w i t h  a v i o l e t  mark. The a r t i l l e r y  had 
f i n a l l y  g o t  s h u t  o f f  on t h a t  second LZ. 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I 
am remembering i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  second engagement, 
t h e  second person  we engaged, was much l a t e r  a f t e r  a l l  
t h e  l i f t s  were i n .  I t  was much l a t e r ,  a s  w e  were i n  o u r  
s c o u t i n g  c a p a c i t y .  S i r ,  do you know who t h e  f i r e  team 
l e a d e r  w a s  a t  t h a t  time--because t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
I remember r i g h t  now--I can remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  who 
t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r  was. 

Q Who was t h e  f i r e  t e a m  l e a d e r ?  

(MOYS) 

I t  would have been M r .  BURTON. 

When w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  BURTON? 
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A. I haven ' t  seen  him s i n c e  t h i s  th ing .  I know 
we were toge the r  t h e r e ,  b u t  I haven ' t  seen him s i n c e  
My Lai has come o u t .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  we've r e a l l y  s a t  
down and discussed it. The only  person I r e a l l y  d i s -
cussed t h i s  th ing  wi th  was, when i t  f i r s t  came o u t ,  my 
o l d  s l i c k  p la toon l e a d e r  c a l l e d  me and says ,  "Do you , 

know anything about t h i s ? "  

Q Who is t h i s ?  

A. This i s  Captain NEUMANN, s i r .  They thought 
he was t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r ,  and he couldn'  t remember--he 
c o u l d n ' t  remember anything unusual happening any s p e c i f i c  
day, and he wanted t o  know i f  anything r e a l l y  s t u c k  o u t  
i n  my mind, any p a r t i c u l a r  day, and I didn' t--he was t h e  
f i r s t  one t h a t  suggested I was around i n  t h e  a rea  a t  the 
time. T h a t ' s  what r e a l l y  g o t  me t o  th inking  r e a l l y  about 
i t ,  whether I was t h e r e  o r  no t .  These two s p e c i f i c  i n -
c i d e n t s ,  I remember t h e  people t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and 
the  person down t o  t h e  south.  M r .  BURTON was t h e  f i r e  
team leader  and I was t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander of t h e  
second s h i p .  

Q Are you f r i e n d l y  wi th  M r .  BURTON? Do you know 
M r .  BURTON wel l?  

A. I know him from over  t h e r e .  W e  h a v e n ' t  seen 
each other--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Do you know where he i s  now? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  heels i n  F o r t  Rucker. 

Q Is t h a t  where you ' r e  s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I am, b u t  I was i n  c o n t a c t ,  and flew 
o u t  of one a r e a ,  and he was i n  another  a rea .  I l i v e d  o f f  
p o s t ,  and he l i v e d  on p o s t .  So r e a l l y ,  w e  d i .dn l t  s e e  each 
o t h e r  as f a r  a s  being r e a l  f r i e n d s .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyone else you've t a lked  t o  about 
t h i s  bes ides  Captain NEUMANN? You haven ' t  d iscussed  it 
wi th  M r .  BURTON o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  Sharks? 
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A. I might have seen  M r .  BURTON and s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about  it when it Iirst came o u t .  But I wou ldn ' t  
s a y  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  1 r e a l l y  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  him i n  t h e  
l a s t  month o r  s o  t o  t a l k  about  it. 

Q The t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  me h e r e  i s  t h a t  you
desc r ibed  two i n c i d e n t s  a s  we b e l i e v e  t h e y  happened. 
Two i n d i v i d u a l s  k i l l e d  by t h e  Sharks  n o r t h e a s t  o f  the 
LZ, and t r o u b l e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some ground e lements  over  
t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  g e a r  t h a t  t h e  Sharks  r e p o r t e d  w e r e  
on them; cont i .nua l ly  marking, hav ing  t o  remark t o  g e t  
somebody t o  move ove r  t o  g e t  t h a t  g e a r .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I can remember Mr. BURTON as a 
f i r e  team l e a d e r  was r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  i r a t e  about  the 
whole t h i n g ,  because they  would n o t  respond t o  u s .  But 
t h a t  has  happened a l o t  of t imes .  Thev were j u s t  t o o  
busy w i t h  what t h e y ' r e  do ing ,  whatever  i t  i s ,  j u s t  t o  
come ove r .  They know i f  t h e y ' r e  VC w i t h  weapons and 
K I A  and no one e l s e  around i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t hen  I suppose 
t h e  ground t r o o p s  f e e l  t h e i r  mi s s ion  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  what-
e v e r  i t  i s ,  sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  engaging someone 
e l s e  i n  f i r e ,  would t a k e  prime impor tance ,  and t h e y  
could  g e t  someone ove r  t h e r e  l a t e r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  engaging t h e s e  two? W a s  i t  
your  s h i p ?  

A. No, I was probably number two man, s o  I would 
, h a v e  been h i g h  man and I d o n ' t  remember b e i n g  the one 

t o  engage t h a t  t i m e .  But I b e l i e v e ,  i f  it was t h e  same 
day,  t h e  same i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  second i n s t a n c e  it 
was my a i r c r a f t  t h a t  engaged t h e  second i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q Under your  comand?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
y o u ' r e  t h i n k i n g  about ,  and d o n ' t  concern y o u r s e l f  whether  
i t  was t h i s  day o r  n o t ?  What do you r e c a l l  about  t h a t  
i n c i d e n t ?  T e l l  me about i t .  
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A. I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h e  day was k ind  of cloudy, 
dark ,  o r  o t h e r  than  sunny. The people were i n  r e d  c l a y ,  
t r y i n g  t o  evade t h e  a rea .  We engaged t h e s e  people.  

Q How many people would you say? 

A .  I ' m  r e c a l l i n g  now more than two, b u t  a l l  w e  
came up with on l a t e r  count was two. We had engaged some 
people wi th  weapons escaping and evading through t h e s e  
trenches--various networks of t rench l i n e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q Were t h e r e  20?  

A. No, I would suppose about f i v e ,  j u s t  what 
I r e c a l l  i n  my mind, somewhere around f i v e .  

Q Okay, then ,  go ahead. 

A .  That p a r t i c u l a r  instance--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You say  t h e  weather was k ind  
of cloudy. Was it i n  t h e  morning o r  t h e  af te rnoon or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  the time of day, 
no, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i t  being i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  
i.e. , nor th  of the  Quang Ngai River ( i n d i c a t i n g )--
A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  because w e  had engaged--
we got  $n some he l luva  f i g h t  up h e r e  wi th  VC i n  l a r g e  
u n i t s ,  up i n t o  100 o r  SO o r  more, and a l o t  of smal l e r  
u n i t s .  A s  I s a i d  be fo re  i n  my testimony, t h i s  was a h o t  
a rea .  We would t a k e , f i r e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  w i th  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  you ' re  now r e l a t i n g  t o  me, t h a t  you f i r e d  on these  
people? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And then what happened? Did you make another  
pass  t o  s e e  whether o r  n o t  you g o t  any? Did you make one 
f i n a l  pass--
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A .  ( In terpos ing)  he number one man was down 
low. He had i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  he had K I A  people wi th  
weapons. Then w e  searched around a l i t t l e  b i t  more 
t o  s e e  i f  we could f i n d  anybody, and a t  t h a t  time I b e l i e v e  
we were i n  con tac t  wi th  the  ground t r o o p s ,  t e l l i n g  them 
what we had, and w e  were marking them wi th  smoke. And it 
seemed t o  me we were marking them with yellow smoke. That 
could--there a r e  hundreds and hundreds of  smoke grenades 
we had thrown o u t ,  and seen smoke on t h e  ground--no s p e c i f i c  
co lo r  r e a l l y .  

Q Do you remember whether o r  n o t  these  i n d i v i -
duals  had 'any d i s t i n c t i v e  c lo th ing  on? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  two w e  r e a l l y  picked out  
and g o t  looked l i k e  they had some type  of NVA uniforms 
on, some type of blouse o r  coa t .  The two t h a t  I remember 
had o t h e r  than black pajamas on. I t ' s  t h e  reason why w e  
picked them o u t ,  t o  go over and look a t  them, I b e l i e v e ,  
and then we i d e n t i f i e d .  I f  I remember p roper ly ,  they  d i d  
have weapons, and some type of web gea r .  

b~
Q D I ' ~  they have any co lo r s?  

A. No, i n  t h i s  a rea  w e  had many times engaged 
people with b lue  bandanas on, i f  t h a t  means anything. 

Q How about a red  s c a r f ?  

A .  Something's i n  t h e r e  about r e d ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n ' t  
r e a l l y  come o u t .  It might have been t h a t  I ' d  seen  A R V N ' s  
w i t h  r ed  c o l o r s  on. 

Q You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  s u r e  whether 
t h i s  i s  t h e  same i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  same day. What makes 
you f e e l  t h a t ?  

I ?.$Q 
A .  The main t h i n g  is  I f e e l  I remember engag-
i n g  two people up s o r t  of t o  t h e  northwest and--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Northwest o r  n o r t h e a s t ?  
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A. Northwest, s i r ,  two people up t o  t h e  north-
west. 

Q. ' Northwest of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  LZ? 

A. That could b e ,  s ir .  Yes, s i r ,  it would be 
nor theas t .  But t h e r e  was n o t  open r i c e  paddies ,  b u t  i n  
f a c t  o t h e r  than  r i c e  paddies ,  o r  non- i r r iga ted  type  
land with networks o f  l i t t l e  t r ench  l i n e s  and bush 
l i n e s  and everyth ing .  

Q And t h e  one i n  t h e  south you say you engaged. 
What makes you f e e l  t h a t ' s  n o t  the  same i n c i d e n t ?  

A. That could be t h e  same i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  re-
member whether t h e s e  two were on t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  because 
when we engaged t h e  one t o  t h e  south ,  I do remember us  

' almost running i n t o  t h e  Warlords' 2 3  o r  whatever,  I b e l i e v e  
it was the  2 3  a t  t h e  time. We were . in  the.  south  and w e  
were kind of g e t t i n g  c lose  t o  each o t h e r ' s  a i r  zone 
of opera t ions .  They were s t a y i n g  more over toward t h e  
e a s t  with the  o t h e r  company I b e l i e v e ,  c u t t i n g  o f f  
escape rou tes  between t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  whatever t h i n g  
we were doing a t  t h a t  t ime, and t h e  ocean. And w e  were 
running, almost running i n t o  each o t h e r .  T h a t ' s  what 
leads  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  maybe the  second i n c i d e n t  was, 
could have been, southwest i n  open r i c e  paddies across  
a highway. And a highway with a l o t  of people on it 
reminds me--or comes back, and I remember 
t h i s  person was i n  t h e r e ,  whoever, and broke out .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  you could fix t h a t  l o c a t i o n  on 
t h a t  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A .  S i r ,  i n  my mind i t ' s  down i n  h e r e  somewhere 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q T h a t ' s  po in t ing  t o  t h e  lower right-hand corner 
(P-1) . 
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A .  &bout H i l l  85. T h a t ' s  what comes back i n t o  
my memory. 

Q H i l l  85 i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  on 
the. 16th  of March, because t h e  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some mortar  rounds found on t h a t  h i l l .  I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  
repor ted  t o  be two 60 m i l l i m e t e r  mortar  tubes  and twenty-nine 
60 mi l l ime te r  rounds. And t h e  Warlords were i n s e r t e d  l a t e r  
t o  p o l i c e  these  weapons. But they were r epor ted  over t h e  
a i r  t o  be i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85 .  Do you r e c a l l  any 
such i n c i d e n t  o r  hear ing  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  i t  does s t r ike- -as  remembering. 

Q Which one of t h e  Sharks,  when t a l k i n g ,  would 
say t h a t ,  11 of t h e  gea r  i n  t h e  world i s  on them"? 

A .  It sounds l i k e  M r .  BURTON. 

Q What would you . c a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  you engaged 
and s h o t ?  Would you c a l l  them VC? Would you c a l l  t h e m  
NVA, o r  how would you i d e n t i f y  them over  t h e  a i r ?  We've 
g o t  a couple o f  what? 

A. People wi th  weapons. 

Q Would you say people? 

A. Ind iv idua l s  wi th  weapons. 

Q What was the  s l a n g  express ion  you used t o  use? 

A .  We used t o  use "dinks." 

Q. Okay. , "We've g o t  a couple of dinks w i t h  a l l  
t h e  gear  i n '  t h e  world on them. " Who's t h a t ?  

A. Everybody, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  o u r  p la toon used 
"d inks ,"  but  " a l l  t h e  g e a r  i n  t h e  world" sounds l i k e ,  
maybe, an over-exaggeration, and maybe i t  could have 
been M r .  BURTON. But i f  you s a i d  i t  was me, it could 
have been m e .  I couldn I t  r e c a l l .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time on any of your opera-
t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  see ing  any l a r g e  numbers of dead Viet-
namese l y i n g  about on t h e  .ground? 

A. S i r ,  l i k e  I s a i d  i n  d i scuss ing  t h i s ,  most 
of the  t i m e  w e  would n o t  engage t a r g e t s  t h a t  w e  could ac-
t u a l l y  see .  So people,  o r  a c t u a l  bodies ,  t h a t  we could s e e  
on the  ground--we would j u s t  shoot  i n t o  bushes,  where some 
guy was shoot ing  from o r  j u s t  r an  wi th  h i s  weapon. There 
was only s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  I can remember a c t u a l l y  
see ing  bodies on t h e  ground. And t h i s  i s  what s t r u c k  m e .  
It was kind of r o u t i n e ,  t h i s  miss ion ,  and t o  s e e  l a r g e  num-
b e r s  of people on t h e  ground from a l t i t u d e s  w e  would f l y  
a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  they brought it o u t  i n  t h e  news, and 
c lose  t o g e t h e r ,  i t  would have s t u c k  o u t .  Because I can 
remember maybe see ing  one o r  two people every now and then ,  
through my t o u r  over  t h e r e ,  and i t  kind of s t u c k  out .  
,But t o  s e e  l a r g e  numbers a s  descr ibed i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  i n  such 
a small  a r e a ,  i f  I would have seen them, they  would have 
r e a l l y  s tuck  ou t  i n  my mind. 

Q Well, you've i n d i c a t e d  you remember see ing  smal ler  
groups of people? 

A. That we have s h o t  ourse lves .  Like dur ing  the T e t  
o f fens ive  , t h e r e  was supposedly 1,200 people wi th  weapons 
t r y i n g  t o  overrun Quang Ngai City.  We were engaging groups 
of people up t o  100, 200, 300, a l l  wi th  weapons, helmets ,  and 
web gea r ,  out  i n  open f i e l d s ,  a s s a u l t i n g  o r  shoot ing  them 
o f f  the  barbed wire  t r y i n g  t o  overrun Quang Ngai a i r s t r i p .  
Other t imes ,  I can remember see ing  maybe 10 o r  15 NVA 
o r  VC dead o u t  i n  t h e  open. 

Q. You can i d e n t i f y  them a s  being VC o r  NVA by what 
o r  how? 

. A. Weapons, mi l i ta ry-age  males,  t h e  type  of  uniforms 
they  had, web gear .  

Q To make such i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  you've g o t  t o  be a t  
p r e t t y  low a l t i t u d e ?  
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A. You could s e e  a  mi l i ta ry-age  male,  j u s t  by t h e  way 
he moves, from 1,000 f e e t .  When I used t o  f l y  cha r l i e -Char l i e ,  
you were involved wi th  t h i s  s t u f f ;  t h i s  was your l i f e  every 
day. You knew these  people;  you could t e l l  who was a male 
and about how o l d  he was, approximately how o l d  he was, from 
1,000 f e e t  i f  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  was normal. 

Q Was i t  normal t o  s e e  a l o t  of Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s ,  
men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  moving along roads and t r a i l s  i n  t h i s  
a rea  during your t o u r ?  

A .  This one p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  Not r e a l l y  
completely usua l ,  bu t  I had seen them b e f o r e ,  I th ink .  I 
c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say  i t ' s  f o r  s u r e .  I might only have seen t h e m  
two o r  t h r e e  times. 

Q You don' t r e c a l l  any time i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  along t h i s  
t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h i s  t r a i l  see ing  any 
groups of dead Vietnamese t h a t  you would i d e n t i f y  a s  women 
and ch i ld ren  o r  o ld  men n o t  of m i l i t a r y  age? 

A. My whole t o u r ,  sir ,  I c a n ' t  e v e r  remember see ing  
any groups of c i v i l i a n s .  I had seen one o r  two o r  t h r e e  
dead c i v i l i a n s  sometimes, which made us f e e l  p r e t t y  lousy--
from maybe our  f i r e  t h a t  w e  were--as we were prepping, and 
we t r i e d  very  hard t o  s t a y  away from t h a t  un less  otherwise 
ordered t o  t ake  under f i r e  a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  then t h e r e  would 
be no c i v i l i a n s  i n  it. This i s  t h e  reason we'd g e t  an 
o r d e r ,  i f  they were r ece iv ing  f i r e  from them. But t o  say 
*at I saw more than maybe f i v e  c i v i l i a n s ,  a c t u a l  c i v i l i a n s  
ly ing  dead, I can 't--nothing comes i n t o  my mind a s  seeing 
t h a t  many people unless  they  were otherwise enemy s o l d i e r s .  
Like I s a i d ,  during t h e  Tet  o f f e n s i v e  around t h e r e  o r  up i n  
Que Son Val ley ,  we had seen  l a r g e  numbers of enemy bodies 
l y i n g  i n  f i e l d s  and s o  f o r t h .  But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea ,  
i t  j u s t  does no t  s t and  o u t  i n  my mind t h a t  I had seen more 
than  one o r  two, o r  any more than t h a t ,  o r  anybody dead ex-

- c e p t  enemy s o l d i e r s .  We had r e a l l y ,  l i k e  I s a i d  be fo re ,  we 
had r e a l l y  go t  i n  some sc raps  wi th  t h e s e  people,  b lue  ban-
dana type.  We had go t t en  up t o  maybe 30 o r  40 i n  one day, 
b u t  they were a l l  with weapons and r e t u r n i n g  f i r e .  But 
never i n  one group, l i k e  one h e r e  o r  one t h e r e ,  bu t  never 
any l a r g e  group of bodies  a t  any p l a c e .  And t o  me, i f  I was 
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t h e r e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day., ou r  mission requ i red  it, and 
we were ou t  t h e r e  f o r  such a long t ime i n  t h e  morning, more 
than  l i k e l y  we might have been o u t  t h e r e  a l l  morning, and 
maybe not  i n t o  t h e  af te rnoon a t  a l l ,  b u t  never have I r e a l l y  
seen  any groups of bodies.  

Q. Subsequent t o  t h e  16th  of March, o r  when you g o t
back t o  your u n i t ,  o r  any time while  you were i n  Vietnam, 
d id  you hear  any t a l k  o r  any accusat ions about any e l e -
ment of the  l l t h  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker k i l l i n g  
l a r g e  numbers of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  S i r ,  when t h e  11th  Brigade g o t  over  t h e r e ,  they 
were s o  pacification-minded they used t o  not  use t h e  s l i c k  
s h i p s  because they  wanted t o  be ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  They used 
t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  walk everywhere. They w e r e  t h e  ones t h a t  
r e a l l y  put  across  t o  us  and t h e  s l i c k s  t h a t  we would not  
prep LZ' s un less  otherwise--absolutely,  i f  i t  was a bad a rea .  
We would no t  even prep L Z s ,  shoot  up t h e  t r e e  l i n e s  o r  any-
th ing ,  the  L Z s  themselves. We would go i n t o  some a reas  
many, many times t h a t  we were very doubt fu l  about ,  co ld ,  
absolu te ly  cold.  And t h i s  per turbed t h e  s l i c k s ,  because 
t h e y ' r e  t h e  ones t h a t  had t o  land t h e r e .  And t o  me, 
from a l l  the  o the r  u n i t s  I ' v e  seen  i n  Vietnam, they  were ex-
tremely pacification-minded and watched ou t  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
and t h e i r  proper ty  and everyth ing .  Tha t ' s  another  t h i n g  why, 
when I read about t h i s  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  it just--I  might have 
been t h e r e  and d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  then ,  b u t  t h e  way t h e  
11th Brigade was as  f a r  a s  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  i n t e r e s t s  and everyth ing-- tha t ' s  why it s t r u c k  m e  
a s  being unusual. 

Q Did you h e a r  while  you were i n  Vietnam any rumors 
o r  any r e p o r t s  o r  any t a l k  concerning an i n c i d e n t  involv ing  
Task Force Barker o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, involv ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  
o r  shoot ing of numbers of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

Q Did you e v e r  hear  any s t o r i e s  while  you were i n  
Vietnam concerning a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  of 
k i l l i n g  noncombatants i n  an opera t ion?  \ 
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A. None, o t h e r  t han  sometimes a s l i c k  p i l o t  would make 
a remark i f  a c i v i l i a n  was k i l l e d  on an a r t i l l e r y  o r  maybe 
even a  gunship p r e p ,  he  might b r i n g  it up t o  us .  But never  
any remarks by p i l o t s  t h a t  s a i d  t h i s  o r  t h a t  u n i t  i s - - l i k e ,  
w e l l ,  w h a t ' s  b e i n g  brought  o u t  now i s  t h i s  massacre ,  never  
anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  no,  any c i v i l i a n s  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  

Q - You neve r  heard  any th ing  about  a  Warlord a v i a t o r  
t h a t  had a p p a r e n t l y  seen  some t h i n g s  t h a t  were n o t  cons idered  
t o  be  c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  engagement o f  noncombatants? 

A. I f  any th ing  was brought  o u t ,  i t  must n o t  have been 
t o o  s i n c e r e  o r  deeply--any people  from my u n i t ,  o r  e l s e  t hey  
d i d n ' t  know enough about i t  t o  r e a l l y  make remarks about  it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  f o r  Task Force Barker  spe- 
cif i c a l l y ?  

A. On v a r i o u s  occas ions ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Task Force Barker  was i n  e x i s t e n c e  o n l y  from l a t e  
January t o  t h e  8 t h  o f  A p r i l ,  1968, and were o p e r a t i n g  g e n e r a l l y  
in t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. F l y i n g  f o r  them, now, I ' v e  hea rd  t h a t  name mentioned 
o f t e n ,  because t h e  s l i c k  p i l o t s ,  you h e a r ,  "Well,  we were 
up w i t h  Task Force Barker ."  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any s l i c k  p i l o t s  t a l k  about  
any i n c i d e n t s  around P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  any th ing  t h a t  s t u c k  i n  my mind, t h a t  
t h e y  r e a l l y  had something t o  s a y .  They might have come o u t  
w i t h  some comment, b u t  i f  t hey  would r e a l l y  have g o t  v i o l e n t  
about  i t  o r  r e a l l y  been ex t remely  d i s g u s t e d  about  anyth ing ,  
I t h i n k  it would probably have s t u c k  i n  my mind. But I can I t  

r e a l l y  t h i n k  o f  any t ime.  

Q= Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any i n c i d e n t s  o f  any i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  be ing  conducted concern ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  noncombatants? 

A.  -No,  s i r .  The gunships ,  now, s i r - - t h e  s l i c k  p i l o t s  
might have more knowledge about  t h a t ,  because t h e y  worked d i -  
r e c t l y ,  t hey  s t a y e d  sometimes wi th  t h e  ground t r o o p s .  I mean 
they  s t a y e d  t h e r e  a l l  day f o r  command and c o n t r o l ,  o r  t h e y ' d  
r e supp ly  t h e s e  people  a l l  day.  But t h e  gunship p i l o t s  k ind  
of  g e t  away from t h a t .  They j u s t  qo t o  c o o r d i n a t e s  o r  t o  a 
smoke a r e a  and n o t  r e a l l y  remember t h e  names of each s p e c i f i c  
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o u t f i t  they a r e  support ing.  They d o n 1 t , g e t  i n t o  t h e  person-
a l i t y  of people o r  anything, what r e a l l y  goes on. You kind of 
g e t  out  of what you know i n  t h e  s l i c k s .  You're very involved 
with t h e  ground t roops .  You know j u s t  about day by day j u s t  
exac t ly  what t h e y ' r e  doing and everyth ing .  

Q. Afte r  you joined t h e  Sharks i n  January 1968, e a r l y
i n  your a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Sharks,  d i d  you l o s e  many people,  
crews of the  Sharks,  from h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. We've had people wounded, b u t  very f o r -
t u n a t e l y ,  I thought ,  we had no one k i l l e d  t h e  time t h a t  I was 
i n  t h e  Sharks. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  i n  February 1968 where 
one of t h e  Shark crew c h i e f s  was s h o t ?  Wounded? 

A. I remember s e v e r a l  crew c h i e f s  and gunners being 
wounded, yes ,  We had one, I d o n ' t  remember, I b e l i e v e  it 
was i n  February, b u t  i t  might have been i n  January a l s o ,  t h a t  
an a i r c r a f t  was a c t u a l l y  s h o t  o u t  of t h e  a i r .  One of t h e  crew 
c h i e f s  was wounded i n  the  l e g s ,  near  t h e  c ro tch  and everyth ing .  
One of the  doorgunners h u r t  h i s  back p r e t t y  bad. This was 
way up sou theas t  of Danang, nor th  of t h e  Que Son Valley.  

I 

Q. Were t h e  Sharks angered by t h i s ?  Was t h e r e  a f e e l -
i n g  of h o s t i l i t y  about t h e  VC because of t h i s ?  

A. You mean, sir ,  a s  f a r  a s  going o u t  and g e t t i n g  
vengeance o r  something l i k e  tha t -?  

Q Yes. 

A. Well, w e  were mad, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink- - tha t ' s  one 
reason why I was proud t o  be i n  my u n i t  i s  they  d idn ' t - -
they were r e a l l y  angry,  b u t  they s t i l l  went ou t  and kind of 
resolved t o  do the  b e s t  job they  can. Now, a t  any one time 
t h a t  people d id  go i n t o  i t  a l i t t l e  more than  they had t o ,  
I c a n ' t  t e l l .  I c a n ' t  speak f o r  each person,  b u t  it never 
r e a l l y  showed up on any of  t h e  missions we performed--that 
they d id  a l i t t l e  more than  they had t o .  Sometimes, now, 
t h e  gunners, t h e  crew c h i e f s  and gunners,  would be angered, 
and t h e y ' d  j u s t  scream f o r  blood, b u t  they were no t  allowed 
t o ,  because they could only f i r e  on command by t h e  air-
c r a f t  commander. And I t h i n k  t h e  people up f r o n t  were, l i k e  
I s a i d ,  an ou t s t and ing  bunch of people and would n o t  l e t  
th ings  l i k e  t h i s  happen. 
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Q. To engage t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  on t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you
descr ibed  e a r l i e r ,  would the  Sharks have engaged them on t h e i r  
own, o r  would they have c a l l e d  f o r  permission t o  engage? 

A .  I f  t h e r e  were no ground t roops  involved i n  t h e  a rea?  

Q Well, l e t ' s  assume--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That w e  had j u s t  been f l y i n g  over 
and w e  s p o t t e d  some people on t h e  ground wi th  weapons--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t he  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you de-
s c r i b e ,  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  of engaging t h e s e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  in -
d iv idua l s  and g e t t i n g '  one o r  two, t h e  one t o  t h e  south.  

A. We would n o t  have engaged somebody l i k e  t h a t .  I f  
we were near t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  i f  they opera t ing  on an 
a s s a u l t ,  we saw people wi th  weapons, evading,  we would engage 
them and t e l l  t h e  ground t roops about i t .  I f  t h e  person d id  
no t  have a weapon, b u t  was h ighly  s u s p e c t ,  l i k e  t h i s  person 
who we thought had a weapon o r  web gea r  o r  something, we 
would not-- i t  was no t  our  po l i cy  t o  engage such a person a s  
t h i s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you reques ted  per-
mission t o  engage i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  which you 
descr ibed? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  d id .  That was our  
p o l i c y ,  s o  I ' d  have t o  s a y ,  yes ,  we d i d .  

Q I want you t o  th ink  very c a r e f u l l y ,  M r .  MOYS, be-
f o r e  you answer t h i s  next  ques t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  any rumors 
o r  any i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  Sharks concerning t h e  shoot ing  up 
of v i l l a g e s  by any of t h e  Sharks? Any bad t a l k  o r  rumors 
concerning t h a t  f a c t ?  Three v i l l a g e s  might be a number. 

A. I n  t h e  Sharks,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  people i n  t h e  Sharks? 

Q W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  guns of t h e  174th? 

A .  ' We used t o  have t h e  s l i c k s  h igh ly  i r r i t a t e d  a t  
us i f  we had engaged a v i l l a g e .  They would c a l l  us bad names 
and everything. But i f  t h a t  was our  miss ion ,  w e l l ,  i t ' s  l i k e  
they w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and they w e r e n ' t  performing t h e  
duty a t  t h e  time. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  caused some stirs 
o r  some rumblings i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t ime,  no, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  a t  any time? 

A .  The s l i c k  p i l o t s ,  a t  t imes ,  would be h igh ly  i r r i t a t e d  
a t  us f o r  having .engaged a v i l l a g e .  The ground t roops  would 
say shoot  t h e r e  and we ' d  shoot  t h e r e  and--

( In te rpos ing)  What would they say?  

A. The s l i c k  p i l o t s ?  

Q Right. 

A. Well, I ' l l  use t h e  term. They used t o  c a l l  us 
" k i l l e r s "  many t i m e s ,  bu t  it was n o t  r e a l l y  on a hea ted  b a s i s  
o r  anything. It  was j u s t  being a l i t t l e  b i t  angry. 

Q Do you know of any i n c i d e n t s  while  you were wi th  
t h e  Sharks where t h e  gunships,  through your own knowledge o r  
through rumor, had, i n  f a c t ,  engaged v i l l a g e s  and k i l l e d  any 
noncombatants? 

A. Well, l i k e  I s a i d ,  sir, sometimes when we  were 
prepping an LZ o r  something, we had seen people.  After  
we had broken o f f ,  and l a t e r  during a ground t roop  sweep, 
when we were down observing,  w e  had seen one,  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
maybe. 

Q Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any of t h e s e  ac t ions?  

A". Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of them s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A .  The only one I r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  t h a t  I can remember, 
a s p e c i f i c  person was k i l l e d  i n  an LZ prep down i n  t h e  
Song Bay River Valley.  

Q And n o t  a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a rea?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any c i v i l i a n s  having been k i l l e d ,  
no, sir.  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any l a r g e  revenge a c t i o n  taken 
by ,  o r  any accusa t ions  concerning t h e  gunships  o f  t h e  174th?  

A. ', Around t h e  t ime of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ?  

Q. Any t ime you were i n  t h e  Sharks .  

A. Any revenge done by t h e  Sharks?  

Q. Because of a crew c h i e f  be ing  s h o t  o r  because of  
any anger  o r  h o s t i l i t y  f e l t  by t h e  gunsh ip  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  174th?  

A. I can on ly  speak f o r  myse l f ,  and j u s t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  
I was o u t  f l y i n g ,  no, sir ,  I don1t--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you h e a r  any t a l k ,  even when 
you w e r e n ' t  o u t  f l y i n g ,  of  anybody i n  t h e  Sharks  t a k i n g  any 
such a c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I j u s t  don1t remember. I know t h e r e  was 
sometimes, when somebody would g e t  wounded, a bad 
f e e l i n g  among the people ,  t h a t  t hey  wanted to--the crew c h i e f s  
used t o  jump i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t s  and t h e y  wanted t o  do something. 
Like I s a i d ,  t hey  wanted revenge f o r  t h e i r  person  who was 
wounded o r  k i l l e d .  But w e  would n o t  l e t  them. I can1t 
remember any s p e c i f i c  t imes  when a i r c r a f t  commanders o r  a 
Shark team t h a t  I was involved  w i t h  went i n  and des t royed  
any v i l l a g e  o r  house o r  engaged any number of  c i v i l i a n s  
w i t h  revenge o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  mind. 

Q. Who was t h e  f l i g h t  surgeon i n  t h e  174th? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, sir.  

Q Would you know i t  i f  I mentioned i t ?  Captain 
SCHOOLFIELD? 

: A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  ever be ing  u p s e t  a t  you f e l l ows?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q. Did Major WHEAT o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  w i t h i n  t h e  
174th ever  give you fe l lows a t a l k i n g  t o  concerning t h e  con-
t r o l  of your firepower? 

A. We had had t a l k s  on t h a t ,  y e s ,  b u t  t h a t  was--£or 
any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  no, sir.  During t h e  
time t h a t  I was i n  t h e  Sharks,  I c a n ' t  speak f o r  t h e  t i m e  
before that--what went on, l i k e  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon,  between 
the 1st and t h e  3d Platoons.  You d i d n ' t  r e a l l y ,  you hard ly  even 
knew t h e  guys a f t e r  they had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  a whi le ,  because 
you were out  on your mission and they  were ou t  on t h e i r s .  
What r e a l l y  went on before t h a t ,  o r  a f t e r  t h e  time I was there--
I c a n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  we were chewed 
ou t  o r  brought i n  on t h e  c a r p e t  f o r  any reason,  no, sir. 

Q You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you, a t  t imes ,  have i n  f a c t  
k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Through acc iden t ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q Accidental ly .  What a c t i o n  d id  you t a k e ,  o r  w e r e  
you requi red  t o  t a k e ,  concerning t h e  acc iden ta l  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I f  it was o t h e r  than ,  l e t ' s  say that--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  Well, I mean it  wasn ' t  t h e r e  f o r  us  t o  
r e p o r t  because t h e r e  was enough people i n  t h e  a r e a .  Like on 
t h i s  one combat a s s a u l t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  woman was 
acc iden ta l ly  k i l l e d .  Everybody knew about i t .  W e  were not  
r e a l l y  c a l l e d  out  f o r  i t  o r  anything,  because t h e  Charl ie-
Char l i e  knew about it. The s l i c k  l ead  and t h e  gun platoon 
l e a d  a l s o  knew about i t ,  s o  each i n d i v i d u a l  p i l o t  was n o t  
spoken t o .  But I c a n ' t  remember any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we engaged 
c i v i l i a n s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  we would have been 
c a l l e d  on t h e  c a r p e t  f o r .  Now, w e  have a s t and ing  p o l i c y  
t h a t  you would n o t  engage anybody unless  he was around t h e  
ground t roops  wi th  weapons, o r  you had t o  c a l l  f o r  permisson. 
There was of tent imes  when we took s i n g l e  f i r e  going t o  and 
from missions o r  j u s t  a small  amount of f i r e ,  bu t  we could 
not  s t o p  and shoot  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  We Id c a l l  up f o r  permission: 
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- .  
we 'd c i r c l e  overhead. But t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a j o r i t y  of  t i m e s ,  w e  
would n o t  g e t  any permiss ion  t o  s h o o t ,  o r  they  wbuld s a y ,  
" S t i c k  around f o r  a wh i l e  i f  you have t h e  t i m e  and s e e  i f  
you can p i c k  o u t  anybody." 

Q What I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  M r .  MOYS, i s  the procedure
when you a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  somebody, a s  undoubtedly has  
happened i n  Vietnam, what was t h e  procedure  w i t h i n  t h e  174th 
f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  and/or t a k i n g  any c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o r  i nves -
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. The people  t h a t  were i nvo lved ,  the a i r c r a f t  com-
manders i nvo lved ,  would be  b r i e f e d  about  i t .  I have never my-
s e l f ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  a c t u a l l y  been the a i r c r a f t  commander--
t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r  would u s u a l l y  be  t h e  one t h a t  was c a l l e d  
out- - that  has  a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  what was cons ide red  an innocen t ,  
complete ly  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n ,  a n a t i o n a l .  W e  had g o t  t a l k i n g s  
t o  about it. 

Q To t h e  b e s t  of your  knowledge, was it r e p o r t e d  t o  
h i g h e r  channels  o r  up through your  cha in  of  command? 

A. ' I do n o t  know, s i r ,  what a c t i o n s  w e r e  t aken  from 
o u r  commanding o f f i c e r  up. I do know t h a t  some of t h e  o t h e r  
gunship companies had a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  and 
t h i s  i s  where ou r  b r i e f i n g  came o u t .  They came down through 
us.  There 's  one i n s t a n c e  t h a t  they  came down t o  u s ,  and they  
wanted t o  know--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who's they?  

A. B a t t a l i o n ,  o u r  b a t t a l i o n .  

&. 1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They came down and wanted t o  know some-
t h i n g  about--someone had engaged some c i v i l i a n s .  They wanted 
t o  know i f  it was u s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime .  ~ u tl a t e r  t hey  s a i d  
it wasn ' t ,  because t h e r e  wasn' t any t e e t h  on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
I mean o u r  S h a r k ' s  t e e t h  were r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  by any-
body on t h e  ground,  and t h e y  would know it was n o t  u s ,  and t h a t ' s  
the l a s t  w e  hea rd  about it. But t h e n  we  - g o t  ano the r  b r i e f i n g  
about how t o  engage t a r g e t s  and eve ry th ing .  I remember s o r t  o f  
a f l a p  about  it. They came i n  and asked where you were t h a t  day 

(MOYS) APP T-78 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



5 1  
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

and everything.  When e x a c t l y  it was, I d o n ' t  remember. They 
' l a t e r  & i d e n t i f i e dit a s  no t  be ing  u s ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  we  

hea rd ,abou t  it. So t h a t  was something. T h a t ' s  t h e  only t i m e  
I remember they a c t u a l l y  came down from b a t t a l i o n ,  were looking 
f o r  sqme gunship p i l o t s ,  and what our  missions were t h a t  day. 

Q A s  I understand i t ,  M r .  MOYS, you can r e c a l l  nothing,  
then ,  t h a t  can p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e  you wi th  f l y i n g  on 1 6  March 
i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. These two i n c i d e n t s  tLa t  you've brought up, sir ,  
sound f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  now, a s  I th ink  about i t ,  they  could have 
been o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s .  But me a c t u a l l y  beinq t h e r e  t h a t  day,. 
no, s i r .  I t  had t o  be a t y p i c a l  day.- I f  s e r e  wasn ' t .  some-
th inq  unusual then I could n o t  pick out  a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t .  
I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  i t  t o  a day- anyhow. But a s  f a r  as--I 
suppose the main t h i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  day would 
be a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n  dead on t h e  ground. And just--
t o  me, I ' v e  never seen  a s  many people a s  they  brought out  i n  
t h e  newspapers. I ' v e  never seen t h a t  many c i v i l i a n  personnel  
t h a t  have been k i l l e d  f o r  any reason. 

Q A s  I understand i t ,  you c a n ' t ,  i n  any way, posi-
t i v e l y  remember t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you 've  descr ibed  a s  
being on 1 6  March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q ..- . And I might j u s t  add f o r  t h e  record  t h a t  I d idn ' . t  
b r i n g  them up, you d i d .  M r .  MOYS, I 'd  l i k e  t o  ask you t o  
t h i n k  f o r  a moment before  you answer t h e  next  ques t ion .  Do 
you r e c a l l  o r  know of anything concerning t h i s  opera t ion  
o r  events '  t h a t  were subsequent t o  it t h a t  pe r t a ined  t o  t h e  
My Lai ( 4 )  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we have no t  discussed? 

A. Other than what I s a i d ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
i f  I was t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  o r  t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  pa r t i c ipa ted- -
myself a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h a t  I saw 
o r  remember anything. Well, j u s t  what I ' v e  s a i d  a l l  along, 
t h a t ' s  a l l  I r e a l l y  know. I have nothing t h a t  I ' m  h id ing ,  
t h a t  I wouldn 't want t o  b r ing  o u t  i f  i t  was t r u e ,  even though 
it might make my o u t f i t  look bad o r  anything,  because t h a t ' s  
not--if it could be pinned down t o  s e v e r a l  people o r  one out-
f i t ,  I t h i n k d l ' i twould h e l p  t h e  Army look-- that ' s  what I ' m  
concerned about ,  t h e  ~ ' k m ~a s  a whole, because be ing  i n  the 
Army I , , f e e l .bad when people l ~ o ka t  me and s a y ,  "Hmm, h e ' s  i n  
the  Army." That makes t h e  whole--
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The on ly  way t h a t  w e  can a r r i v e  
a t  what d i d  happen, o r  i f  any th ing  d i d  happen, i s  by g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  can.  We must a l s o  be  a s su red  t h a t  
if anything d i d  happen, t h e r e  h a s  been no s u p p r e r s i o n  of i n -
format ion.  Do you have any in fo rma t ion  about any i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  you t h i n k  may know something about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  M r ' .  BURTON, l i k e  I s a i d ,  was on i t ,  h e  
might  know something. I don ' t - - I  mean .about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
he might r e c a l l  more t h a n  I d i d ,  i f  h e ' w a s  a c t u a l l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  
t h e r e .  Captain  NEUMANN, i f  he  was t h e  s l i c k  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  
might  know something t h a t  h e  could  add. B u t  I j u s t  cannot  
i n  my mind pu t  myself--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Anybody e l s e  t h a t  you know o f ?  
I unders tand about y o u r s e l f .  I ' m  looking f o r  o t h e r  people  
t h a t  you t h i n k  might know, and your  thoughts  shou ld  be  based 
o n e i t h e r  conve r sa t ions  o r  f i r s t - h a n d  knowledge? 

. . 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q Who was t h e  o t h e r  s l i c k  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  L ieu tenan t  
MILLIKIN? 

A. I know L ieu tenan t  M I L L I K I N .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was 
t h e  s l i c k  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  b u t  he  was i n  t h e  2d 
P la toon .  

Q W a s  he a s l i c k  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  any t ime du r ing  your
t o u r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You f lew a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of  hou r s  i n  V i e t -
nam, I assume. And a t  l e a s t  6 months of your  t o u r  was w i t h  
t h e  Sharks .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And I assume t h a t  you a l s o  t a l k e d  on the r a d i o  once 
' o r  tw ice . ,  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d .  

Q. Q u i t e  a few t imes?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  
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Q . With t h e  people t h a t  were Sharks? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And heard and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d i scuss ions  with t h e  
sl i c k s ,  the  ~ o l p h i n s? 

A. Over the a i r ,  s i r ?  

Q. Right. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did you g e t  t o  become q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  people 
and t h e  way t h a t  they  sounded on t h e  a i r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I am going t o  ask you t o  l i s t e n  t o  a t a p e  recording ,  
M r .  MOYS. I ' l l  g ive  you t h e  c a l l  s i g n s .  I would l i k e  f o r  you 
t o  i d e n t i f y  the  voices  of people on t h i s  t ape .  I am no t  con-
vinced,  nor  is it s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  t h a t  t h i s  t ape  was of t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  i n  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March. I am only i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
who the  i n d i v i d u a l s  aye,  by name, t h a t  you w i l l  h e a r  on t h e  
t ape .  We' l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time whi le  you l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
t ape  and make no tes ,  and reconvene a f t e r  you have l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e  t ape  ."l,,~nd you o m  t e l l  me what you know a t  t h a t  
time. The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1140 hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 

(During t h e  r e c e s s ,  CW2 MOYS l i s t e n e d  t o  a 
tape  recording ,  a t r a n s c r i p t  of which had previous ly  
been received i n  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  M-20.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1235 hours ,  8 January 
1970 .) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e ~ .  M r .  MOYS, you 
a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

You have j u s t  completed l i s t e n i n g  t o  a t ape ,  which 
appears tor8be an a c t i o n ,  d a t e  unknown, i n  which some Shark 
guhships and Dolphin $ l i c k s  were involved on a combat a s s a u l t .  
I asked you p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c e s s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  t ape  and 
t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  by v o i c e ,  any of  t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  
on t h a t  tape .  Have you been a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  anyone? 

A .  Yes, sir. Shark 6 ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
Captain MCCRARY, who was our  Shark 6 .  The Dolphin lead  i n  
a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  would be Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N .  Shark 6 Alpha, 
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I could  n o t  r ecogn ize  who it was. I was n o t  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  h i s  v o i c e .  The i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  whole i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  
does n o t  sound t o t a l l y  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  p a r t s  of i t  sound l i k e  
I might  have been t h e r e ,  b u t  o t h e r  p a r t s  sound l ike- - I  j u s t  
c a n ' t  remember. Again, i t  could  be  c o i n c i d e n t a l  i n c i d e n t s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s  happening a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e s ,  t h a t  maybe 
I ' m  r e c a l l i n g  i n  my mind. 

Q. I f  I were t o  mention names t o  you concerning who 
Shark 6 Alpha might  b e ,  would t h a t  be of any a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
you? 

A. I t  could b e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I have a r o s t e r  o f  o f f i c e r s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th  
i n  March of 1968. Would you pe ruse  t h i s  r o s t e r  and s e e  i f  
you can i d e n t i f y  anyone i n  t h e r e  t h a t  might be Shark 6 Alpha? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  ( H e  examines t h e  r o s t e r . )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  
i t  could  be Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  HALL, now t h a t  I t h i n k  about  
i t .  But why t h e y  would be c a l l i n g  him Shark 6 Alpha,  I'm n o t  
s u r e .  

Q. What was M r .  HALL'S u s u a l  c a l l  s i g n ?  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  it was Shark 1 - 3 .  And it  appears  
t h a t  Shark 6 Alpha i s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ,  s o  any c a l l  t h a t  
would be coming o u t  ove r  t h e  a i r  would probably  use  t h e  per -
s o n ' s  c a l l  s i g n ,  whoever t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander was. T h a t ' s  
why I do n o t  unders tand  why it was c a l l i n g  Shark 6 Alpha. 

Q. W e l l ,  would i t  n o t  be l o g i c a l ,  though, t o  c a l l  
onese l f  Shark 6 Alpha t o  d e s i g n a t e  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  t o  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  i s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  Shark Lead 
s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t  would, b u t  from t h e  g i s t  I g o t  from 
t h e  t a p e ,  it seems t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  person i s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a i r -
c r a f t ,  because he s a i d  something abou t ,  "I'11 be over  t h e r e  a s  
soon a s  I c a n , "  when Shark 6 was t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q Do you r ecogn ize  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t a p e  
d e s c r i b e s  ? 
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h e  t o t a l  ope ra t ion .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
come i n t o  my mind as remembering be ing  t h e r e ,  having 
taken  p a r t .  There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  Like I s a i d  a g a i n ,  
a l o t  of t h e  p a r t s  sound f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  they  d o n ' t  a l l  
come i n t o  p l a c e .  

Q. ' Your r eco rds  i n d i c a t e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  
DA Form 7 5 9 ,  I n d i v i d u a l  F l i g h t  Record, t h a t  you f lew 
f o u r  and one-half  hours  on 16 March 1968. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you happen t o  r e c a l l  where you might
have flown f o u r  and one-half  hours  on 1 6  March 1968. 

A. I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I could  have gone 
up t o  Chu L a i  o r  been s e n t  up t o  LZ Baldy. 

Q Where w a s  LZ Baldy? 

A. I t  was approximately  40 t o  50 m i l e s  n o r t h  
of Chu La i .  

Q How long  would it have taken  you t o  f l y  
from Duc Pho t o  LZ Baldy? 

A .  Approximately an hour  and a h a l f .  

Q Were r e f u e l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  LZ 
Baldy? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  r e f u e l i n g  and rearmament f a c i l i t i e s .  
T h a t ' s  where ' they used t o  p u t  us on s tandby f o r  u n i t s  
t h a t  we suppor t ed  o u t  i n  t h e  Que Son Val ley.  

Q Records i n d i c a t e ,  i n  E x h i b i t  R-3, t h a t  on ly  
t h r e e  U H - L C ' s  were o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready on 16 March. 
W e  have i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  crews who logged t ime i n  t h e  
U H - 1 C ' s  i n  t h e  174th  Av ia t ion  Company on 16 March, 
and you a r e  one of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q W e  know t h a t  two Sharks p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  conducted i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of MY La i  ( 4 )  on 
16 March. W e  do n o t  know, of course ,  whether o r  n o t  
a s tandby  s h i p ,  t h e  t h i r d  Shark,  was l e f t  a t  DUC Pho, 
o r  flown somewhere e l s e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of any mainten-
ance problems t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  Shark team might have 
had. You j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  you could have gone t o  Chu 
La i  o r  LZ Baldy. Was it normal f o r  a s i n g l e  gunship 
t o  f l y  by i t s e l f  o r  perform an o p e r a t i o n a l  miss ion? 

A. S i r ,  we would n o t  have flown by o u r s e l v e s .  
We would have gone up and mated up w i t h - a n o t h e r  gunship 
from ano the r  o u t f i t ,  and most l i k e l y  it would have been 
from t h e  7 1 s t ,  t h e  F i r e b i r d s .  W e  had done t h a t  q u i t e  
o f t e n .  

Q. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  OPREP 5 r e p o r t ,  
company o p e r a t i o n s ,  submi t ted  d a i l y ?  

A. Is t h i s  our  end of  miss ion  r e p o r t ,  s i r ?  

Q I t ' s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  company submi t ted  t o  
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  u n i t ' s  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A. I ' v e  hea rd  about  it, s i r ,  b u t  I was n o t  fami-
l i a r  a s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  one? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

Q - 7 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company d i d  n o t  f u r n i s h  any
gunships  t o  t h e  174th on 16 th  o f  March accord ing  t o  
t h e i r  r e c o r d s .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  W e l l ,  i f  we w e r e  going up t h e r e ,  
we would supply  ou r  a i r c r a f t  t o  them f o r  t h e i r  use .  
That  was t h e i r  miss ion ,  t o  have s h i p s  on s tandby a t  
.Baldy, and sometimes they  c o u l d n ' t  keep enough s h i p s  
up t o  even .keep  a f i r e  team up,  s o  we had t o  augment 
them. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  what ground u n i t  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  
Baldy? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  were s o  many of them going  
i n  and o u t .  The 1st  A i r  Cav used t o  be  t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  
they  were t h e  ones t h a t  b u i l t  up t h a t  base .  The 1 /31  
and 2/31, I b e l i e v e ,  had been t h e r e  a t  one t ime.  And 
we were s u p p o r t i n g  u n i t s  of t h e  Americal.  

Q Where w a s  t h e  196th Brigade? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was probably t h e  one w e  suppor t ed ,  
t h e  196th.  They were one t ime l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Baldy and t h e  
Que Son Va l l ey .  

Q Where w a s  t h e  7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company l o c a t e d ?  

A. They were l o c a t e d  a t  Chu L a i ,  sir.  

Q M r .  MOYS, i s  t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e ,  now t h a t  
we 've  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i ,  any o t h e r  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occu r red  t h a t  might have been s i m i l a r  
i n  scope i f  n o t  i n  q u a n t i t y ?  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  might be  p e r t i n e n t  t o  the 
purposes of t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have any more in fo rma t ion  
t o  add t h a t  I have n o t  a l r e a d y  d i scussed .  

Q To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, you never  hea rd  
o r  thought  much about My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  P i n k v i l l e  o r  any 
a l l e g e d  wrongdoing i n  t h i s  a r e a  wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q When i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  any such a c t i v i t y  
came t o  your  knowledge? 

A. When it was brought  o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  s i r ,  
and on TV. 

Q Have you e v e r  been ques t ioned  o r  q u e r i e d  
by any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  o t h e r  t han  myself concerning 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. Major KRAUS, I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  same u n i t  
h e r e ,  had c a l l e d  down and asked me some smal l  b i t s  
of i n fo rma t ion  about  it. 

Q A couple  of  days ago? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Anyone e l s e ?  

A. Our PA0 o f f i c e r  down i n  F o r t  Rucker, Alabama, 
had c a l l e d  me up, and he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  ask any in format ion  
about  i t ,  b u t  he  had t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was some people  
from CBS who had my name f o r  some r eason  and w e r e  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i n fo rma t ion ,  and t h e s e  people  had gone t o  my 
d i v i s i o n  commander--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  F o r t  Rucker? 

A. Yes, s i r - -had s a i d  he w a s  a pe r sona l  f r i e n d  
of mine and w a s  w i t h  CBS. But it was j u s t  t h a t ,  he 
was a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  of mine, and he  d i d  i n  f a c t  t r y  
t o  g e t  my name and address  and t r y  t o  reach  me. And 
he  t o l d  a c o l o n e l  down t h e r e  t h a t  he w a s  an o l d  f r i e n d ,  
j u s t  wanted t o  t a l k  over  fami ly  t a l k .  And t h i s  was 
t h e  on ly  o t h e r  t ime t h a t  I ' v e  eve r  r e a l l y  been conf ron ted  
w i t h  people  a sk ing  me q u e s t i o n s .  

Q Did t h i s  man from CBS e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  
i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q D i d  t h e  c o l o n e l  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about it, 
ask  you any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. My d i v i s i o n  commander never  r e a l l y  asked m e  
any q u e s t i o n s .  He j u s t  thought  it was k ind  of i n t e r e s t -
i n g  why people  from CBS were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ho ld  of m e ,  and 
I s a i d  it w a s  probably something about  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  

. b e c a u s e  t h e  major had been t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ho ld  of m e  t o  
t e l l  me no t  t o  g i v e  them any in fo rma t ion  before--PA0 major 
down t h e r e  t o l d  me not t o  t e l l  anybody, d i s c u s s  any i n f o r -
mat ion about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
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Q What does PA0 mean? 

A. P u b l i c  A£ f a i r s  O f f i c e r .  

Q What's t h e  ma jo r ' s  name? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q How about  your  c o l o n e l ' s  name? 

A. Colonel. ANDERSON, s i r .  

Q Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A N O ,  I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q L i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  o r  f u l l  co lone l ?  

A. H e ' s  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l :  h e ' s  Rotary Wing 
Div i s ion  commander. 

Q And i s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  m i l i t a r y  
o r  non-mi l i t a ry ,  t h a t  i n  any o f f i c i a l  o r  n o n - o f f i c i a l  
c a p a c i t y  has  t a l k e d  t o  you about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  The on ly  o t h e r  pe r son ,  s i r ,  I might mention 
is  Captain  NEUMANN, who I ' v e  a l r e a d y  mentioned b e f o r e  
i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  He was t h e  on ly  one t h a t  c a l l e d  
m e  up and asked me i f  I knew anyth ing  about it, because 
he c o u l d n ' t  remember anyth ing  e i t h e r .  Somebody had c a l l e d  
up from Washington and t o l d  him t h a t  t hey  thought  he w a s  
t h e  s l i c k  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l .  So he  was j u s t  a sk ing  m e  i f  I knew 
anything.  

Q And t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  knowledge, you 've  made 
no s t a t e m e n t s  t o  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. No, sir. I have t a l k e d  about i t ,  w e l l ,  l i k e  
my roommate o r  something. When a l l  of t h e s e  people  w e r e  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ho ld  of  me, I j u s t  s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t  know 
why t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ho ld  of m e .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any th ing  t h a t  went on about  i t . "  The 
only t h i n g  t h a t  I r e a l l y  had t o  s ay  t o  anybody was t h a t  
I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The 11 th  Brigade was s o  
pac i f ica t ion-mlnded  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  had p a r t  
i n  t h i s .  And a l s o ,  s e e i n g  s o  many bod ie s  on t h e  ground, some-
one would, i n  our  company, have commented about' it, 
a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  gun p l a toon .  And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody men-
t i o n i n g  t h a t  many bod ie s .  
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Q M r .  MOYS, I t h i n k  I am about  through w i t h  
t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Is t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e  you want 
t o  say?  I want t o  g i v e  you t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you would l i k e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  
any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you t h i n k  might be  p e r t i n e n t  o r  
might be  o f  va lue  i n  any r ega rd .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I j u s t  wish I could  g i v e  more i n f o r -
mation.  I wish I could  p i n p o i n t  where I was o r  whether  
I d i d  ta.lr,e p a r t  i n  t .hat  o p e r a t i o n ,  which i s  very conceiv-
a b l e  i n  my mind, s i n c e  I seem t o  recognize  some o f  t h e  
f a c t s .  B u t  a g a i n ,  I could  have been somewhere e l s e ,  
maybe n o t  even f l y i n g .  Well,  a p p a r e n t l y  I was f l y i n g  
t h a t  day. 

Q I f  a t  any t ime i n  t h e  f u t u r e  you r e c a l l  any 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  w i t h  My L a i  ( 4 )  and/or 
16 March o r  any o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were subsequent  
t o  it t h a t  you t h i n k  might be  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n fo rma t ion  
t o  t h e  t a s k  of  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  your  
c a l l i n g  us o r  w r i t i n g  us s o  t h a t  we can g e t  t h a t  i n f o r -
mation--any documents, l e t t e r s ,  t a p e s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  p h y s i c a l  
ev idence ,  o r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  on your  p a r t .  W i l l  you do t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And f i n a l l y ,  M r .  MOYS, you a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  
d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should  n o t  d i r e c t l y  o r  through o t h e r s  
d i s c u s s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  any subsequent  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  o r  any o f  t h e  tes t imony t h a t  
you have given h e r e  today o r  any th ing  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  
h e r e  today ,  w i t h  any person  who may have been connected 
w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way, and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  any 
person  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e x c e p t  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  j u d i c i a l  p roceedings ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e  proceedings ,  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  I f  a t  any 
t i m e  any q u e s t i o n  comes up i n  your  mind whether  you shou ld  
say  any th ing  o r  do anyth ing ,  i t  can be r e a d i l y  c l a r i f i e d  
by c o n t a c t i n g  t h i s  o f f i c e .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

.A. .No, I d o n ' t  s ir .  

Q D o  you unders tand  t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

LTC PATTERSON: T h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1250 hour s ,  8 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MURPHY, W i l l i a m  R. CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: America1 Div is ion  Headquar ters ,  
Chu La i ,  Republic of Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: He l i cop te r  p i l o t ,  
174th Avia t ion  Company. 

TESTIMONY. 

MURPHY 'flew a gunship f o r  t h e  174th,  b u t  had no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  My Lai  ope ra t ion  (pgs. 3-5) . He was 
never  ques t ioned  about it and knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerning it (pgs.  6 ,  7 ) .  He d i d  no t  remember Major 
GIBSON c a l l i n g  t h e  company toge the r  and mentioning an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  could r e c a l l  no t a l k  among t h e  
members of  t h e  company concerning My Lai  p g  11) H e  
knows of no way t h a t  one could document who w a s  f l y i n g  
what on t h e  day of t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 1 0 ) .  Most of t h e  
i n s e r t i o n s  f o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade were co ld  (pgs.  7, 8 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0830  hours ,  4 January 
1970. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR M?iCCRATE, and CDR DAVIS. 

The next  witness  is Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  William 
R. MURPHY. 

(CW2 MURPHY was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your name, rank,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and duty s t a t i o n ?  

A .  My name is William Richard b1URPHY; Chief Warrant 
O f f i c e r ;  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, .:; organ iza t ion ,  
123d Aviation Company; p lace  of du ty ,  Chu La i ,  Republic of 
Vietnam. 

r 

I0 : Before we proceed with any ques t ioning ,  M r .  MURPHY, 
I s h a l l  inform you of c e r t a i n  ma t t e r s .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and the  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of 
determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations 
concerning two mat ters  : 

,\
(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 

i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and the  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  with-
i n  t h e  chain  of command, of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  being conducted t o  inves-
t i g a t e  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances a s  t o  what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. N,o, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  

8 I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  To the  b e s t  of my knowledge, I have 
seen no testimony t h a t  you have given. 
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A. No, s i r ,  I have not .  

&. Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  a l s o  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  which a r e  being 
taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h e  
testimony may i n  f a c t  become a  mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  
a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Aside from myself he re  t h i s  morning, I have on my 
r i g h t ,  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i s  a well-known c i v i l i a n  
lawyer i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and he  has volunteered h i s  s e r -
v i c e  t o  t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct 
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  
me. I n  t h i s  sense ,  he may a l s o  d i r e c t  some ques t ions  t o  you 
t h i s  morning. 

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  any o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  may be requ i red  i n  t h e  per-
formance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. Have you been c i t e d  o r  made s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Calley? 

A. NO, sir. I have no t  been contacted by anyone. 

Q. Fine.  I f  by chance you do become s o  involved a t  a 
l a t e r  d a t e ,  your appearance h e r e  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
body w i l l  i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  order .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  NO, sir.  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty assignment was 
on 16 March 1968? 

A .  S i r ,  on t h e  16th of March I was assigned t o  t h e  
174th Aviation Company as  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  A s  t o  my 
s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what 
they were. I may have been f l y i n g ,  I might n o t  have been 
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f l y i n g .  The d a t e  doesn ' t  s t i c k  i n  my mind one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r .  So a s  t o  what I was s p e c i f i c a l l y  doing t h a t  day, I 
may have had t h e  day o f f  o r  may have been f l y i n g .  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know. 

Q - How long had you been assigned t o  the  174th and 
how long a f t e r  t h a t  d id  you remain with i t ?  

A. I w a s  assigned t o  t h e  174th i n  l a t e  June of 1967 
and I remained wi th  t h e  174th u n t i l  e a r l y  J u l y  of 1968. So 
approximately e i g h t  months, e i g h t  and a h a l f  months, o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  during t h e  per iod .  

Q. Repeat those  again.  

A. Well, I 'd been with - t h e  174th approximately,  I 'm 
guessing now, e i g h t  and a h a l f  months. I h a v e n ' t  worked it 
ou t  e x a c t l y  month-wise how long I ' d  been with t h e  174th.  

Q. What kind of h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  you normally f l y ?  

A. From June,  l a t e  June, when I f i r s t  g o t  t o  t h e  
u n i t  u n t i l  approximately t h e  end of February,  I b e l i e v e ,  I 
flew a UH-1D s l i c k .  Af te r  about March 1st  u n t i l  t h e  comple-
t i o n  of my t o u r ,  I flew a UH-1C model, a gunship. 

Q- A gunship? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know a t  t h e  moment whether you p a r t i -
c ipa ted  i n  any opera t ion  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March o r  not?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. W e l l ,  f o r  your b e n e f i t  l e t  me review t h e  opera t ion  
a s  it took p lace .  I t  may r e f r e s h  your memory. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You r e c a l l  you were s t a t i o n e d  a t  ~ u cPho on 
t h i s  da te .  The 174th supported t h i s  opera t ion ,  which was i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  with two guns and 
n ine  s l i c k s .  The a i r c r a f t  flew up t o  LZ Dot t i e  and a r r i v e d  
t h e r e  sometime be fo re  7 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

( I 0  b r i e f e d  t h e  w i tnes s  concerning t h e  concept  
and execu t ion  of t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  u s ing  E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) 

Q Here they  were picked up i n  two l i f t s .  The f i r s t  
l i f t  f o r  C/1/20 picked them up and p u t  them i n  an LZ t o  the 
w e s t  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  t h i s  be ing  H i l l  85. The LZ which had 
been prepped t o  t h e  west  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  l i f t  touched down 
a t  0730. The l i f t  s h i p s  t hen  proceeded back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
p icked up t h e  second l i f t  and had them on t h e  ground s t a r t i n g  
a t  0747 and completed a t  0750. So by 0750 a l l  of C Company 
was on t h e  ground. The gunships had con t inued ,  had worked 
provid ing  suppor t  and suppres s ive  f i r e .  During the a s s a u l t  
they  remained i n  t h e  area whi le  t h e  s l i c k s  r e t u r n e d ,  p icked 
up t h e  second l i f t  and came back t o  provide suppres s ive  f i r e  
i n  cover ing  t h e  a r e a .  On t h e  completion of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h e  s l i c k s  went to--I 'm n o t  s u r e  whether they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
Do t t i e  o r  they  went t o  Upt igh t ,  b u t  t hey  went t o  one of t h e s e  
two LZ I s  t o  p i ck  up B/4/3. They then  a i r  a s s a u l t e d  sou th  
of My L a i  (1), of t h e  a r e a  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as P i n k v i l l e  
and p u t  them on t h e  ground i n  two l i f t s  t a k i n g  roughly 40  minutes.  
So t h a t  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  w a s  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  neighborhood 
of 9 o ' c lock .  

Does t h a t  r e c a l l  any th ing  t o  your mind? 

A. S i r ,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  s p e c i f i c .  W e  
had a l o t  of C A ' s  and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  one does n o t  b r i n g  anyth ing  i n t o  my mind. We took a 
l o t  of s o r t i e s  on a l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  days o u t  f o r  Task Force 
Barker from LZ D o t t i e ,  Up.tight, and s o  f o r t h .  That  s p e c i f i c  
o p e r a t i o n  does  n o t  b r i n g  anyth ing  i n t o  my mind as w e  d i d  
many, many. I would guess ,  every  week a t  t h e  least ,  we 
would have an  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  he re .  That  
p a r t i c u l a r  one does n o t  b r i n g  anyth ing  back s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
me .  

Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know about  t h a t .  Frankly ,  i n  going 
over  it, Task Force Barker had been i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
map) i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  January.  They came back aga in  i n  Feb-
r u a r y  b u t  t h i s  w a s  a ground o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  and they  moved p r i m a r i l y  i n  APC1s. So h e r e ' s  a pe r iod  
of 2 months, s o  t o  speak,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  they conducted i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. W e l l ,  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  case I can r e c a l l  one CA . 
where I was f l y i n g  t h e  gunship as  c o p i l o t ,  where we d id  e n t e r  
i n t o  an a r e a  which I be l i eve  was r i g h t  i n  here  some p lace  
(witness  i n d i c a t i n g  on map). I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  i n  
t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  That p a r t i c u l a r  one I can r e c a l l  because I 
was at tempting t o  shoot a t r e e  l i n e  and I never d i d  h i t  it. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I r e c a l l  it. I was f a i r l y  new a t  t h a t  
t ime. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  as  l a i d  out  on t h e  p lan  here.  

Q. Do you remember working around a road,  around a  
f a i r l y  wel l -out l ined  hamlet? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. M r .  MURPHY, I have h e r e  an a e r i a l  photo of t h e  
My Lai  a rea .  ( I 0  o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  Exh ib i t  P-1.) 

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. The a r e a  t h a t  I was j u s t  
speaking of by P i n k v i l l e  i s  over  i n  here  some p lace  and 
t h e r e  was a r i v e r  along--we approached t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e r e  
was a r i v e r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  which would be t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  one over i n  here .  
No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. How many guns d i d  you have i n  the  company a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. I t  va r i ed .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  TO&E was e i g h t .  I be-
l i e v e  w e  had about s i x  o r  seven a t  t h a t  t ime. I t  used t o  
vary with maintenance problems and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  how many you normally had f l y i n g  
about t h a t  t ime o u t  of your company? 

A. We usua l ly  had about f o u r  f l y i n g ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know t h e  names of t h e  o t h e r  gunship p i l o t s  
.who were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Who were assigned t o  the  company a t  
t h a t  time? 

Q. A t  t h a t  time. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I th ink  I know some of them. I may n o t  
r e c a l l  every one of them, b u t  I know some of them. 

(MURPHY) 5 APP T-106 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q I t  would be h e l p f u l  i f  you could j u s t  t h i n k  back 
and t e l l  us  who was f l y i n g  gunships a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. 

A. That t ime of t h e  year  I know who was i n  t h e  p la-
toon. However, t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, a s  I s a i d  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  day and who w a s  f l y i n g  t h a t  day. But I can g ive  you t h e  
names i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q. , You had a gunship platoon? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  j u s t  g ive  us a s  many of those as  you can 
r e c a l l .  

A. The p la toon leader  was, I b e l i e v e  he was, s t i l l  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  Lanny MCCRARY. We had a W-2  DOERSAM. 
We had a W-2  MCDANIEL. We had a W-2 MESSINGER, a W-2  HALL. W e  
had a W-2 BURTON. W e  were W - 1 ' s .  HALL, BURTON, and myself ,  
were a l l  W - 1 ' s  a t  t h a t  time and W-2's now. W - 2  MOYS. 

Q. How do you s p e l l  MOYS? 

A. M-0-Y-S and W-2 MILLER. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  ones I can 
th ink  of a t  t h e  moment. We a l s o  had a W - 1  MAGNO. He is  now 
a W-2 MAGNO. However, he was more o r  l e s s ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l - -
he moved t o  opera t ions  from the  gun platoon and I b e l i e v e  
he was probably i n  opera t ions  a t  t h a t  time. I ' m  almost cer-
t a i n  t h a t  he was working i n  opera t ions  and he d i d n ' t  f l y  
with us any longer.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r s ?  

A .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  were i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q You j u s t  had one o f f i c e r  assigned t o  t h e  platoon? 

A. A s  b e s t  I can remember t h e r e  was j u s t  one man. 
He was t h e  platoon l eader .  A l i e u t e n a n t ,  I t h i n k .  I ' m  no t  
s u r e  whether he was a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  cap ta in .  He made cap ta in  
while  he was i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q Were you ' eve r  quest ioned by your commanding o f f i -
ce r  o r  know of any ques t ioning  t h a t  was conducted by your 
commanding o f f i c e r  concerning involvement i n  some gunship 
a c t i v i t y  on t h e  16 of March i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going 
on of what took p lace  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th of March, o r  
d id  you ever  hear  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by anybody t h a t  was 
being conducted t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q - A s  you might th ink  back, M r .  MURPHY. Did you 
n o t i c e  any change i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of any of t h e  people with-
i n  your p la toon a t  t h a t  time o r  near  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When your gunship supported a s s a u l t s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
i f  you had n ine  l i f t  sh ips  how many guns would you normally 
use? 

A. We'd l i k e  t o  t a k e  f o u r ,  s i r ,  b u t  maintenance and 
s o  f o r t h  may poss ib ly  r e s t r i c t  us t o  only two. W e  usua l ly  
l i k e  t o  t a k e  f o u r  gunships i f  we could.  I t  v a r i e d  every day 
with every CA w e  had, whether t h e  maintenance on t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  would permit  four  t o  go o r  whether it would be only 
two. We would always have a minimum of two. I f  t h e  s l i c k s  
were going t o  be covered a t  a l l ,  we would take  two. 

Q How d i d  t h e  guns provide t h e  support  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. I n  most cases ,  t h e  gunships would form on t h e  
s l i c k s .  The s l i c k s  would be i n  a formation on t h e  way i n t o  
t h e  LZ. The gunships would form on t h e  s l i c k s  and we would 
be b r i e f e d ,  e i t h e r  beforehand o r  on t h e  r a d i o ,  whether t h e  
i n s e r t i o n  would be with suppression o r  without  suppression.  
And we would j u s t  f l y  more o r  l e s s  i n  formation t o  t h e  r e a r  
and one a i r c r a f t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o r  two a i r c r a f t  on e i t h e r  
s i d e .  I f  we had f o u r  a i r c r a f t  a s  t h e  s l i c k s  came i n  we 
would come a longs ide  them, break around, and a t tempt  t o  ob-
s e r v e  anyone on t h e  ground wi th  weapons o r  any one t h a t  
might be of danger t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Was it normal t o  provide suppress ive  f i r e  on t h e  
f l anks  of t h e  LZ a s  t h e  CA w a s  t ak ing  p lace?  

A. Ever s i n c e  t h e  11th  Brigade came t o  Vietnam i n  
December of 1967, they used fewer and fewer. We f i r e d  much 
l e s s  than we had p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time. I n  f a c t ,  most of our 
i n s e r t i o n s  o r  C A ' s  were cold.  We d i d n ' t  f i r e .  
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P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime, before  t h e  l l t h  Brigade go t  t h e r e ,  we 
went i n  h o t  and gave suppress ive  f i r e .  Af te r  t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade came i n ,  we mostly d i d  no t .  

Q You mean t h a t  t h e  11th  Brigade would go i n t o  
cold  LZ ' s ?  

A. They would more o f t e n  no t  shoot  on t h e i r  C A ' s  
and decide t o  go i n  cold.  We would be t h e r e ,  and i n  case  
something happened w e  could go i n  and s t a r t  shoot ing.  

Q When you would go back f o r  a l i f t ,  would t h e  
guns normally accompany t h e  l i f t  a i r c r a f t  back t o  t h e  pzck-
up zone o r  would they  s t a y  i n  t h e  a rea  and provide obser-
va t ion?  

A. They would normally s t a y  i n  the  a r e a  and provide 
observat ion f o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  t h a t  was on t h e  ground. 

Q. How would you coordina te  your f l i g h t  p a t t e r n s  
wi th ,  l e t ' s  say ,  an aero-scout element t h a t  might be i n  t h e  
a r e a  which would a l s o  have guns? 

A. We would usua l ly  be t o l d .  We would hea r  on t h e  
r ad io .  We'd be t o l d  by one of t h e  ground commanders t h a t  

* they  were i n  t h e  a rea .  We would c a l l  them e i t h e r  on t h e i r  
frequency, U H F  frequency, o r  we would c a l l  them on ours .  W e  
would con tac t  them somehow on t h e  r ad io  and we would work 

I 

something ou t .  I r e c a l l  one ins tance .  The aero-scouts  f o r  
t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n  were t h e r e  and they covered one i n s e r t i o n .  
We went back and we s t ayed  around t h e  a r e a  and covered t h e  
f i r s t  i n s e r t i o n .  Then they covered t h e  second i n s e r t i o n s  
and so  f o r t h .  They would genera l ly  t ake  one a r e a  and we 
would t ake  another  a r e a .  They would use t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  t o  
scout  around, and w e  would use ours  i n  another  a rea .  

Q Do you kqow whether any records were kep t  i n  t h e  
174th a s  t o  who was f l y i n g  what a i r c r a f t  on a p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can th ink  o f ,  s i r ,  would be 
t h e  "dash 12 , "  which i s  t h e  a v i a t o r s  f l i g h t  record .  That 
was t h e  only one I know o f .  That was t h e  only record  t h a t  
was kept  a s  f a r  a s  I know. That was kept  f o r  t ime purposes,  
I assumed. The r e s t  of i t ,  we had a schedule t h a t  was put  
up. When t h a t  day w a s  over ,  t h e  schedule was taken and 
thrown away, and a new schedule was put  up. 
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Q Would those  schedules  be r e t a i n e d  f o r  f i l e ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were. I n  f a c t  I ' m  
c e r t a i n  they weren' t. The emphasis was never t o  keep them 
on f i l e .  I t  was simply t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ' s  way of p u t t i n g  
o u t  t h e  word. He would pu t  up on t h e  w a l l  who was f l y i n g  
what a i r c r a f t ,  what t ime,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q This w a s  published by t h e  platoon l eader  and n o t  
by t h e  company commander then? 

A. By t h e  platoon l eader .  

Q Who was your company commander a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Major WHEAT. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  another  major by t h e  name of GIBSON? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t  was e i t h e r  Major WHEAT o r  Major 
GIBSON.  I thought it was Major WH'EAT. Poss ib ly  it could 
have been Major GIBSON by t h a t  t ime. Major GIBSON took over  
a few months before  I l e f t .  I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n  which one it 
was. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  da te .  

MR MACCRATE: Would you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major GIBSON 
c a l l i n g  your company toge the r  and j u s t  speaking genera l ly  t o  
t h e  company about an opera t ion  t h a t  had taken p l a c e  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1968 and i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was some s o r t  of an. 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  no, s i r .  

I 0  : Can you th ink  of any way a t  a l l  bes ides  t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  we might f i n d  o u t  
who was t h e  f l i g h t  leader  and who was f l y i n g  t h e  guns on 
t h a t  day? 

A.  S i r ,  t h e  only record  t h a t  I could t h i n k  of t h a t  
you poss ib ly  might go t o  i s  t h e  "dash 12." I d o n ' t  know how 
long they  a r e  kept  on f i l e .  I ' m  not  f a m i l i a r  wi th  what 's  
done wi th  "dash 1 2 ' s "  once t h e i r  usefu lness  i s  completed. 

Q. But t h a t  is  a  personal  record ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
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A. No, s ir  i t ' s  no t .  That record comes i n  t h e  log  
book of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I t  i s  f i l l e d  o u t  by one of t h e  crew 
members and it i s  turned i n  every n i g h t  by t h e  e n l i s t e d  crew 
ch ie f .  He t u r n s  it i n  t o  t h e  opera t ion  s e c t i o n .  

Q. That i s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  log  book then? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The t i m e s  a r e  then taken from t h e  "dash 
12" and en te red  on t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  record.  The a v i a t o r ' s  r e -
cords d o n ' t  show which a i r c r a f t  he was f l y i n g  o r  anything 
e l s e .  Nei ther  d id  t h e  "dash 12" show who was t h e  f l i g h t  
l eader .  I t  j u s t  showed who w a s  t h e  a v i a t o r  i n  command and 
who was t h e  p i l o t  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t .  So r e a l l y  
a t  t h i s  time I can t h i n k  of no way t h a t  you could have any 
o f f i c i a l  documentation of who was f l y i n g  what. 

Q Unless you knew t h e  number of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  guns
t h a t  were f l y i n g ?  

A. Unless you knew t h e  t a i l  numbers o r  unless  you 
knew by some o t h e r  means who was a c t u a l l y  i n  command. 

Q. From what we can ga the r  of Task Force Barker,  
t h i s  opera t ion  was q u i t e  unusual. None of t h i s  comes t o  
mind a t  a l l  t o  you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  it doesn ' t .  

Q Actual ly  from LZ D o t t i e ,  t he  s l i c k s  and t h e  i n i -
t i a l  l i f t  f lew genera l ly  southwest o u t  of LZ Dot t i e  and came 
i n  from t h e  west along t h e  Song Tra Khuc. Then they c u t  t o  
t h e  nor th  alongside of H i l l  85 ,  s o  t h a t  they  a c t u a l l y  landed 
t o  t h e  west of My Lai  ( 4 )  i n  a nor the r ly  d i r e c t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I r e c a l l ,  i f  I can t e l l  you t h i s - - I  d o n ' t  
remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  bu t  I was t o l d  about 
another opera t ion  i n  which--I th ink  you a r e  going t o  have t o  
d i s rega rd  t h a t  i f  Major WHEAT wasn ' t  t he re .  He l ead  an oper-
a t i o n  i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y  up here  and they g o t  sho t  a t  
and s o  f o r t h .  But it was Major WHEAT leading  it. So i f  
Major G I B S O N  was t h e  CO, t h i s  would have happened before  
t h a t .  So, d i s rega rd  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  one. I can r e c a l l  being a t  LZ Uptight on one occa-
s i o n ,  two gunships s h u t  down, with some s l i c k s  t h e r e  p icking  
up t roops  and s o  f o r t h .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was 
t h i s  day o r  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who we were l i f t i n g  o r  anything 
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else. W e  d i d  t h i s  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  maybe n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w i th  
Task Force Barker.  I ,  j u s t  i n  my mind, thought  w c  d i d  it 
q u i t e  o f t e n  f o r  Task Force  Barker as w e l l  a s  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
b a t t a l i o n s  and s o  f o r t h .  But from what you s a y ,  t h i s  hap- 
pened n o t  ve ry  o f t e n  wi th  Task Force  Barker.  I had always 
had i n  my memory t h a t  it happened j u s t  as o f t e n  w i t h  them 
as anyone else. 

Q .  You f e l l o w s  i n  one of t h e s e  gun p l a t o o n s ,  as a  
m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  w i t h i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  company, you a l l  l i v e d  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  And i f  something happens it i s  g e n e r a l l y  p r e t t y  
w e l l  known throughout  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when you s i t  around i n  t h e  evening 
and j u s t  shoo t  t h e  b reeze  and t a l k  about  t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i -
t i e s ,  t h e s e  are j u s t  normal even t s?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  I know t h a t  I ' m  a sk ing  you t o  go back 2 2  months 
o r  s o ,  and it i s  n o t  always easy  t o  r e c a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  But 
do you r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  down i n  t h e  evening sometime o r  a t  any 
o t h e r  t i m e  and hav ing  some of t h e s e  f e l l ows  d e s c r i b e  people  
coming o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  o r  o u t  of a v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  
gunships  s p o t t i n g  them and t a k i n g  a c t i o n  on them, and people  
moving down t h e  road  and t a k i n g  a c t i o n  on them? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  even t  re-
ga rd ing  t h a t .  This  g e n e r a l  area w a s  thought  t o  be  g e n e r a l l y  a 
h o t  area, and I had flown up i n  t h a t  a r e a  when w e  had--I f o r -
g e t  what w e  w e r e  up t h e r e  f o r .  We w e r e n ' t  doing any shoot ing .  
W e  were up t h e r e  f o r  some reason  o r  a n o t h e r ,  a VR o r  some- 
' th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  And w e  observed many, many Vietnamese 
m i l i t a r y - a g e  males and s o  f o r t h .  I t  w a s  su spec t ed  by us t h a t  
t hey  could be  p o s s i b l y  VC o r  NVA. W e  c a l l e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and s o  f o r t h ,  o r  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  
ground commander i n  charge.  We might n o t  have g o t t e n  ho ld  
of  h i m ' p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b u t  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  TOC. No a c t i o n  was 
t aken  on them and w e  d i d n ' t  shoo t  a t  them. No a c t i o n  was 
taken  o r  any th ing  else. W e  j u s t  observed them and s a i d  t o  
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o u r s e l v e s  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of  what we cons ide red  t o  be pos- 
s i b l e  VC o r  NVA. W e  d i d n ' t  do any shoot ing .  I can r e c a l l  
t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion .  But t h i s  a r e a  w a s  thought  
t o  be a l o t  of VC sympathizers  and s o  f o r t h .  I s p e n t  8 
months over  h e r e  and d i d n ' t  t a k e  a h i t  i n  an a i r c r a f t  u n t i l  
I went t o  My L a i .  This was i n  a s l i c k  a couple  of months 
be fo re  and I took my f i r s t  h i t  t h e r 6 .  So, t o  me it seems 
l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  some around t h e r e .  But every t ime you would 
go over  My L a i  and p u t  i n  a CA t h e  people  would--there 
wouldn ' t  be nobody. You wouldn ' t  s ee  anybody when you f i r s t  
g o t  t h e r e .  A s  soon a s  t h e  s l i c k s  landed t h e r e  would be many 
people  a l l  over  everywhere, which i s  normal t o  m e .  

10: W e l l ,  I wish you would keep your  t h i n k i n g  cap  on. 
W e  a r e  going t o  be h e r e  f o r  a whi le  longer .  I f  you have had 
any a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s ,  t h a t  which I have i n d i c a t e d  t o  
you t h i s  morning may b r i n g  something t o  mind. I f  you do 
r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  w e  have been t a l k i n g  abou t ,  i f  you re-
c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  around t h e  u n i t  o r  
anything tha t  is  a long  t h e  l i n e  of ques t ion ing  which w e  had 
t h i s  morning, I wish you would g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  t h a t  
we  can have you brought  over  t o  t a l k  wi th  you f u r t h e r .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0900 hours 4 January 1970.) 

(MURPHY ) 12 APP T-106 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



	COVER PAGE
	SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
	GARBOW, Christopher D.
	GIBSON, Glenn D.
	HEALY, Francis T.
	HRUDA, Kenneth R.
	LIND, Dean C.
	MAGNO, Michael O.
	MCCRARY, Lanny J.
	MESSINGER, James N.
	MOYS, Joseph C.
	MURPHY, William R.




