-

~
Report of

The Department of the Army Review

of the Preliminary Investigations into
The My Lai Incident (U)

| y .

-\

Volume Il
TESTIMONY

{001 )

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



“The "F9r'bfficialfﬁse Only" prbtectiVe markings
pséd,hefeih are»cénceled at such time as fhe.
linfofmatioﬁ is'requiréd for'usebin judiCialypro—
Tcéedinggig X E_E P T for those pages.speéifically
v,.idéntified iﬁ”thebTablé of QOntents (Voldme-II,‘

Book 1) asbcontaining,information excluded from

autbmatic;terminatioﬁv(para 13, AR 340-16).



REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY REVIEW
OF THE
PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE MY LA| INC IDENT (U)

VOLUME I

TESTIMONY

BOOK 9 |
GARBOW LIND MESSINGER
GIBSON MAGNO MOYS
HEALEY . MC CRARY MURPHY

HRUDA

|14 MARCH 1970



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GARBOW, Christopher D. CPT
DATES OF TESTIMONY: 6, 7, 9 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 174th Aviation
Company . :

1. ACTIONS ON THE 15TH.

He &id not recall flying BARKER and other officers
over the operational area on the 15th (pgs. 63, 64). Had
he done so he thought he would have remembered it (pg.64).
2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a., Actions in the early morning.

The witness flew 9.6 hours on 16 March and served
as copilot on Lieutenant Colonel BARKER's C&C ship
(pgs. 2-4). He did not see any incoming artillery rounds,
nor could he recall seeing gunships strafe the area
(pgs. 4, 5, 9). However, he remembered something said
about there being no restrictions on doorgunners (pg. 44).
They orbited overhead, watching the slicks make their
approach (pg. 4). He did not follow the actual operation
of the troops on the ground after the insertion (pgs. 5,
6). The witness heard over the radio that a 8hark gunship
killed two VC suspects and marked their location with
smoke (pgs. 6, 8, 46). BARKER helped get troops into
the area (pg. 12). A call was received that people were
moving out of the village down Highway 521 (pgs. 8, 48).
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He did not remember BARKER making body count transmissions
to the TOC (pg. 47). He could not remember receiving a
transmission from Warlord Alpha leader about dead
Vietnamese (pg. 74).

'b. Actions at the second L%.

While GARBOW did not remember BARKER arranging
an artillery preparation for the second LZ, he did remember
the insertion of B Company at an LZ to the northeast
(pgs. 10, 49). He could not bring to mind a discussion
of the number of lifts required for the insertion (pg. 49).
In fact, the C&C ship dropped yellow smoke to mark the spot
where the 1lead slick was to set down (pgs. 10, 51, 52).
He did not remember whether the slicks made a go-round
because the artillery prep was not lifted in time (pgs. 10,
11, 51). After this an 0-23 reported findirga mortar tube
on Hill 85. This later turned out to be only mortar
rounds (pgs. 9, 10, 53, 59, 61).

c. Return for refueling.

GARBOW had only a hazy recollection of refueling
at LZ Dottie (pg. 54). He did not know if he dropped
BARKER off at the VIP pad er the refueling pump (pg. 55).
He vaguely remembered BARKER saying that he would drop
in to the TOC to bring those people up to date (pg. 55).
Although he was not certain, he surmised that this occurred
around 0830 (pg. 55). He did not recall seeing or talking
with Warrant Officer COONEY, HENDERSON's C&C ship pilot,
at the helipad (pg. 88). He did not remember shutting down
the aircraft (pg. 59). If the aircraft was shut down
they could have been on the ground for 20 to 30 minutes

(pg. 59).

d. Further actions that morning.

(1) Generally.

He did not recall another C&C ship in the
operational area segregating individuals from a large
group (pg. 11). He did not remember any conversations
between BARKER and higher headquarters (pg. 11). He did not
see slicks from the 123d make an approach to Hill 85
(pg. 11). He did not recollect hearing casualty figures
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from the ground units (pg. 12). He did not recall the

CG of the Americal Division coming into the area (pg. 13).
He did not remember BARKER meeting with more senior
officers of the division (pg. 27). He seemed to remember
flying a reporter and a photographer from the My Lai (4)
area to the vicinity of the second LZ (pg. 29). GARBOW
could bring to mind no instance of BARKER being upset

by information he received from the TOC (pg. 41).

(2) Medevac of wounded GI.

He did not remember making a medevac to LZ

Dottie at 0930 (pgs. 16, 17). However, he did recall
dusting off a Negro soldier who was wounded in the foot
(pgs. 17, 18). He could not remember if BARKER was aboard
the helicopter at this time (pg. 18). GARBOW made his
.approach from the east and landed in a rice paddy just
south of the tree line on the edge of the village (pgs. 17,
18). The village was smoking at this time (pgs. 17, 21).
After he landed he remembered seeing a pile of at least
five bodies to his right front, 30 yards away (pgs. 19,
20, 39). The group was composed of women and children
(pg. 20). These were the only bodies he saw (pg. 21).

He did not see any other helicopters in the area as

they took off (pg. 40).

e. Actions in the afternoon.

(1) On the beach.

He remembered landing on a beach east
of Plnlelle on the 16th (pgs. 24, 25). Swift Boats
‘'were offshore (pg. 25). A number of civilians were
picked up and probably flown back to LZ Dottie (pg. 25).

(2) At LZ Dottie.

He did not recall seeing a lieutenant general
at LZ Dottie in the afternoon (pg. 27).

(GARBOW) 3 SUM APP T-343
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3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

. He did not remember a conversation about a large
number of casualties, and he did not hear about a
dispute between air and ground personnel (pgs. 40, 41).
GARBOW did not reccllect BARKER saying or doing anything
that made him think BARKER knew about Vietnamese casualties
(pg. 80). He did not talk with BARKER about it and
knew of no one who did (pg. 80). He could not remember
BARKER ordering the ground forces to stop the shooting
or killing (pg. 8l). He heard nothing about an
investigation of the operation (pg. 8l1). He did not feel
that the casualties he saw warranted an investigation
(pg. 82).

4, OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness described the layout of LZ Dottie
(pgs. 13-15, 54).

b. He thought the operation on the 16th was his
first experience in working in a C&C aircraft with a
battalion commander conducting a combat assault (pg. 45).

c. After hearing LEWELLEN's tape the witness thought
he remembered making a dustoff at BARKER's direction _
approximately a quarter mile west of the beach (pg. 50).
This was on the 16th (pgs. 50, 74). He did not remember
how many people he picked up (pg. 50).

d. He normally flew the C&C ship at an altitude
between 1000 and 2000 feet (pg. 61).

(GARBOW) 4 , SUM APP T-343

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



!

'
!

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT i
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - PAGES
' Wit did not recall
P-11 | Miscellaneous Scene scene. 18
' Identified LIND'S |
P-12 | Miscellaneous Scene crew chief. How- 18,22,
eéver, soldier
being evacuated 23
did not look
familiar.
T Wit could not _
__P-13 | Miscellaneous Scene specifically re- 29
‘ member area.
Wit could not
P-17 | Miscellaneous Scene specifically re- 29
member area.
Terrain did not
P-28 | Miscellaneous Scene look familiar. 72
Wit could not
P-39( Miscellaneous Scene specifically re- 38
m er ene. )
Did not Iook 1ike
P-41d Miscellaneous Scene same stack of 38
bodies witness
saw.
Wit identified as
P-199 Miscellaneous Scene photo of My Lai. 76
Wit identified as |
P-203 Miscellaneous Scene LZ Uptight. 77
, ’ Wit could not re-
P-204 Miscellaneous Scene cognize area. 77
_ Wit recognized as
—_P-20d Miscellaneous Scene area of 24 LZ. 77
Wit recognized as
—-P-207 Miscellaneous Scene area of 2d LZ. 77
(GARBOW) 5 SUM APP T-343
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: (The hearing reconvened at 1645 hours, 6 February
1970.) '

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: Mr. MACCRATE,
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, the next witness is Captain Christopher D. GAR-
BOW.

(CPT GARBOW was called as a witness, was sworn, and
testified as follows:)

: Captain GARBOW, for the record, would you please state
your full name, grade, Social Security number, organization, and
station? : _

‘A. ' Christopher Dean GARBOW, . , Hunter Army
Airfield, Savannah, Georgia. ‘

AR

LTC PATTERSON: Captain GARBOW, have you read the preliminary
information and instructions (Exhibit M-57)?

A. Yes, sir. I have.

Q. Do you understand thém?

A. Yes, sir. I do.

Q. Do you have any questibns concerning what is covered

in those instructions?
A. No, sir. I do not.

Q. ’ I'd like to introduce Mr. Robert MACCRATE on my left.
Mr. MACCRATE is a lawyer from New York City who has consented to
assist the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff and spe-
cifically General PEERS in the conduct of the investigation of
- the Son My incident as it's now called. Mr. MACCRATE, of course,
will ask you questions or can ask you questions just as I can.

Would you state for the record, Captain GARBOW, when
you arrived in Vietnam and to which unit you were assigned?

(GARBOW) 1 APP T-343
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A. I first arrived in Vietnam at the 90th Replacement
Battalion in Bien Hoa. I believe it was 14 February 1968, and

I stayed at Bien Hoa awaiting transportation up to Danang where

I was assigned to the 16th Group. I arrived at Danang on approx-
imately 19 or 20 February, and was assigned further on down to
the 1l4th Battalién and to Chu Lai on approximately 22 February
1968. I was further assigned down to the 174th Assault Helicop-
ter Company in Du¢ Pho sometime around the 22nd. The 21st or
22nd I was assighed and arrived in.Duc Pho at the 174th.

Q. When did you start to fly with the 174th?

A, The néxt day, sir. I believe this would be the 23rd
if my memory servés me correctly. My flight records indicate
that this is the first day I flew in Vietnam. I did fly the next
day after reportlng into Duc Pho.

0. Do you recall the type of mission which you flew in
the early part of your tour, the first 10 or 15 days?

A, Just standard policy, sir, to give each incoming
pilot as many varied type missions as possible when he first
comes into Vietnam to try to build up his experience. I flew
such things as command and control, resupply, and just a general
type mission, also some tconbat assaults.

0. Have you checked your records for the amount of time
you flew on 16 Marc¢h 19682

A. Yes, sir., I have.

Q. How much»time did you fly? |

A. 9.6 hours.

Q. Is there any indication in your record as to the type

of mission you flew on 16 March?

A, No, sir. Other than the fact that it was termed com-
bat such as all missions are in Vietnam.

Q. ’ Was the entire period of 9.6 hours termed combat?

A. Yes, si¥. I beliéve it was as far as the records show.
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Q. Do you know Colonel Frank BARKER, or dld you know
Colonel Frank BARKER?

A. Yes, sir, I did. I worked with him several times
in the capacity as pilot of his command and control helicopter.
I really had no personal contact with him.

0. How many times did you fly C&C with him?
A. ‘ Somewhere in the order of a half dozen times.
Q. Right after your arrival in country Task Force Barker

part1c1pated in an operation north of the Song Tra Khuc River, the
Quang Ngai River as you know it I presume, in an operation in and
around Pinkville. Several American casualties were taken during
this operation. Do you recall anything about this operation or
hearing about it? '

- A. ' What was the date of this, sir?
Q. In the latter part of February.
A. ~ No, sir, not really. There was some talk that prior

to my arrival in the company itself there had been quite a bit
of activity out there. The rest of the time I was in Vietnam
this entire area was known as being a rather rough area, that is,
enemy contact and mainly booby traps, heavily mined, booby traps,
. and this sort of thing.

Q. , Did you fly with Colonel BARKER in and out of LZ Dottie?
A. Yes, sir. I did.
Q. Do you recall the specific operation of 16 March 1968

when Task Force Barker combat—assaulted into the My Lai - Pinkville
area? :

A, ' Yes, sir. I believe I do.

Q. Would you tell us what you recall of that operation
on 16 March. What you were doing?

A. Yes, sir. To the best of my knowledge I've been able
-to piece together, I was serving in the capacity as "peter pilot"

(GARBOW) ' 3 APP T-343
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or copilot for Colonel BARKER's command and control hellcopter
on that specific day. Do you want me to start from the begin-
ning?

Q. Just what you recall now. Do you recall, on this
operation that you flew C&C for Colonel BARKER on the 16th? What
time of day did you pick him up?

A. No, sir, other than it would be early in the morning,
very close to first light. Most operations of this sort start ei-
ther right before daybreak or right at daybreak.

Q. Do you recall specifically picking him up?

A. Not that specific day, no, sir. I couldn't giwve
you an exact time. I could say positively without a doubt be-
fore 8 o'clock.: : :

Q. The company record indicates that your . combat assault
of a company , Cc/1/20, part of Task Force Barker, took place at

0730 hours in the morning just west of what is known as My Lai (4)
Do you recall being on station in the command and caontrol heli-

" copter during this 1ift? !

A. Yes, sir., I do,
0. How do you recall it? What do you recall of it?
A. I can remember now being in the command and control

helicopter, orbiting overhead, watching the slicks make their
apprcach. I'm sure the gunships prepared the LZ, but I do not
remember that. I do remember watching the aircraft, the slicks,
approach with the troops to the LZ.

Q. Were there a large number of slicks or a small num-
ber of slicks?

A. For that type of operation, I guess it would be av-
erage. We never really flew formations of more than 10 ships.
I can only recall one or two operations that we had that involved
more than 10 aircraft.

Q. Was this a large formation or a small formation, or
do you recall?

(GARBOW) 4 APP T-343
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A. Somewhere around, I'd say, three Vee's of three, which
would be nine aircraft, something along this order.

Q. Do you recail what direction they were approaching
the AZ from?

A, No, sir. I do not specifically remember.
Q. Or their direction of landing?
A. No, sir. From what you told me earlier I know now,

but I did not know that before you told me.

MR MACCRATE: Had you been on a combat assault mission before
that day?

A. Yes, sir. I had. I believe my second day flying
we had a small combat assault that was actually an extraction.
This was my first combat assault. '

Q. ' You had an extraction on about 24 February?

A. Yes, sir. That would be correct.

LTC PATTERSON: Do you recall seeing the artillery or being in-
volved with the artillery for the first assault into the My Lai (4)
area on 16 March?

A. No, sir. I cannot recall the artillery. I know there
- was artillery from what we talked about earlier, but prior to that
I did not actually remember. I mean there obviously must have

. been artillery, an artillery prep, but I did not remember the
actual fire.

MR MACCRATE: You have no personal recollection of this?

A. - No, sir.

LTC PATTERSON: Well, after the slicks landed, do you recall what
you saw or what you heard immediately thereafter as far as the

- C&C was concerned?

‘A. | After the slicks left, I really didn't. I don't re-
member anything concerning the actual operation of the troops on

(GARBOW) 5 APP T-343
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the ground that were airlifted in. I do remember one of the gun-
ships, a shark gunship from the 174th, finding two Viet Cong
suspects, at that time suspects. They were shot, and the shark
gunship itself popped smoke and asked the infantry troops to
move over and pick up some of the equipment that these two Viet
Cong had on their person.

MR MACCRATE: Before we go on with the operation, can you recall
who was flying with you that day?

A. When Colonel PATTERSON first asked me, sir, I could
not. But through various other types of information, we've been
able to find out it was Warrant Officer LIND that was flying
with me that day.

Q. You have no specific recollection of talking with
him or associating him with that day in any way?

A. No, sir. I've been trying to think of something.

Q. Had he been in country longer than you?

A. Yes, sir. He had. How much longer, I'm not really
sure.

0. I gather this was the first time that you'd actually

flown in with an assault as the troops were landing or coming
in?

A, You mean the first time I'd been in a command and
control chopper during a combat assault?

Q. Yes. Do you remember being in that position before?
You mentioned the extraction.

A. Yes, sir. I was actually in one of the ships that
time, one of the slicks in the extraction. I can't remember if
I'd been in a command and control helicopter prior to that date
or not.

0. Do you remember who was traveling with Colonel BAR-
KER? Did he have several people traveling with him? Did he
have a radio operator?

A. He usually had members of his normal staff that would}

(GARBOW) 6 : APP T-343

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

normally fly with him. I don't recall who was with him on that
specific day. ©No, sir. His sergeant usually flew with him. On
occasion he would bring along a small, portable FM radio, PRC-25,
-but I cannot recall on that date whether he did have one of those
radios on board or if he did have other people on board. I'm
sure he must have, but I cannot remember any specific people.

Q. | Do you have any recollection of Colonel BARKER's
driver, not being on the plane that day, but do you have any
‘recollection of his driver?

A. No, sir. I don't., His driver always used to drive
“him uvp from the TOC.

Q. Because it's our information that on this particular
day, his driver went on the operation. He was out winning his
combat infantry badge that day, and therefore you wouldn't have
seen him I assume around the command and control ship. I won-
der if this might have occasioned any comment that you might
associate with the day.

- A. No, sir. I can't remember the specific driver.

I'm sdre if his normal driver was out he must have had another
driver for that day. I really wouldn't think I would notice
any difference.

Q. ' You have no recollection of whether he had one, two,
or three people flying with him that day.

A, No, sir.

LTC PATTERSON: Did you usually, on the times you flew Colonel
"BARKER, go to LZ Dottie and shut down?

- A, First thing in the morning, yes, sir. We would fly
in, usually call up his TOC on their FM frequency, tell him that
we were on the pad, and ask them if they wanted us to shut down
or if they wanted us to keep it hot for an upcoming mission.
We'd always call in though to make sure what they wanted us to
do.

Q. Do you usually shut down?

A. Yes;'sir. "Usually I'd have to say we would. I can't
really remember.

(GARBOW) ' 7 APP T-343
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Q. Colonel BARKER could have arrived this morning in
an MP jeep, red light on it, perhaps being driven by an MP with
an MP armband.

A. I don't know if I would remember that or not. I
know definitely what a military police jeep looks like. Whether
he arrived in one I just can't remember.

Q. You indicated that you recall the Sharks engaging
a couple of Vietnamese and dropping smoke.

A. Well, going back up, sir,'I remember hearing this
on the radio. I actually did not see it.

Q. You heard it 6n the radio?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did not see it?

A. No, sir.

Q. What else do you recall as an initial impressidn

of what you heard or saw immediately after the 1lift? Did you
see any groups of people or large groups of people?

A. Yes, sir. We did after we received a radio call,
or Colonel BARKER actually received a radio call. People were
moving out of the city, the village, and moving down this
Highway 521.

Q. Did you see them yourself?
A, I cannot recall, sir, if I did or not. I'm trying
to get this straight in my own mind, and I cannot actually re-

member seeing these people.

MR MACCRATE: Would you have been tuned in on the same freguency
that Colonel BARKER was on at all times?

A. Yes, sir. To the best of my knowledge our one FM

radio onboard the aircraft which we used. Colonel BARKER was
using the same one, so it would have been tuned to the same fre-

guency .

(GARBOW) 8 . APP T-343
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Q. And with whom could he have spoken?

A. The frequency we were on was his command and control
frequency to the best of my knowledge, and this would be the fre-
quency that each one of his subordinate elements would be tuned to.

Q. So he could talk to his company commanders and they
could speak back to the TOC at LZ Dottie?

A, : Yes, sir. He did, of course, have an SOI with him.
He could get a frequency of a specific platoon. He did have
that capability.

Q. And when he got a platoon in that way, would you
have been on that line with him, too?

A. Yes, sir. In fact we would have been the ones up

in the front of the cockpit that would actually change the fre-
quency for him. ' '

0. ~ You would have done the switching?

‘A. -~ Yes, sir.

LTC PATTERSON: Do you recall seeing any gunships firing early
in the 1lift operation? ,

A. No, sir. I do not.

Q. Do you recall the second lift coming into the same
LZ in the vicinity of My Lai (4)°? '

A, No, sir. I don't.

Q. Do you recall hearihg anything with reference to
any activities going on in the vicinity of Hill 852

MR MACCRATE: Do you recall where Hill 85 is?

A, Yes, sir. Colonel PATTERSON already pointed it out
to me on the map. I believe it was during this particular op-
eration that Colonel PATTERSON reconfirmed what I thought, that

they had found a mortar tube on top of this hill. As it turned
~out, it was actually mortar rounds on top of this hill.

(GARBOW) ' 9 APP T-343
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Q. But they thought they had found a mortar tube at
first. :
A. Yes, sir. This is from a radio call I'm sureg. I

later found out. I did not remember how they had dispased of
these rounds. They had brought in an explosive ordnange detach-
ment to blow the younds in place.

Q. This was from the 123d Aviation Battalion?

A. Yes, gir. One of their 0-23's is the aircraft
that found the mgrtars.

LTC PATTERSON: BPg you recall Colonel BARKER in your sh}p
arranging for thg artillery preparatlon for a second Lz?

A. ' No, sir. I do not actually recall this at gll.

Q. Do you recall a second L2 being used in the 11ft,
a combat assault gorng into a second LZ?

A. Yes, sir. I do. The second LZ was a little dif-
ferent from the frrst. It was a dry area as opposed to the wet
rice paddy of the flrst LZ and it was further to the nprtheast.
I remember this L% because I do remember making the marking

run and dropplng yellow smoke on the LZ to mark the spot that
we wanted the lead shlp of the slicks to set down so tha troops
would get off in the right spot

Q. Why do you remember that marking run?

A, I think the reason I remember it is hecause at the

time I thought it was too low. I later through experignce re-
alized that this was not too low. It was a normal occurence,

but at the time I d1d think it was too low.

Q. Do you recall any difficulties with the slicks get-
ting in on that partlcular lift to that particular LZ?2

A. There was talk or it was mentloned that the artil-
lery did not get llfted in tlme or it ‘did not lift at the proper

time, and the sllcks had tg make a go-— around I can remember
this happening on two or three times in Vletnam, that SlleS did

(GARBOW) 10 APP T-343
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have to make a go-around before they could go into the LZ be-
cause the artillery hadn't been cut off in time. But whether
this was that particular day or not, I don't recall.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember hearing Colonel BARKER and pos-
sibly one of the other unit commanders in conversation about

that?

1

A. No, sir. ©Not specifically I don't.
Q. - _ Do you remember any complaints about the artillery?
A, Whenever that does happen there are complaints.

Whether it was on that specific day--

Q. (Interposing) But you don't remember any specific
complaint?
A. No, sir.

LTC PATTERSON: Do ybu remember any episode involving another
C&C ship in segregating individuals from a large group?

A. No, sir. I don't really. You told me about that.
That's all I know about that.

Q.. - Do you remember hearing_any higher headquarters con-
tacting Colonel BARKER?

A, No, sir, not specifically. I'm sure they must have.
I don't remember any specific radio calls.

iQ;’ Do you remember seeing any of the Warlords, 1234
slicks, making an approach to Hill 85? :

Al No, sir. I do not.

Q. : Do you remember going to refuel on the morning of
the 16th?

A, No, sir, not that specific morning. Whenever we

worked up in that area, we always refueled at LZ Dottie. I'm
sure we must have, but I don't remember.

- (GARBOW) ' 11  APP T-343
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Q. Now, let's go back to your marking round. If you

can picture yourself making the marking run, do you remember

the actions of the ship after the marking run, where you went
or what you did? Did you watch the landing?

A, I just can't remember, sir.

0. Do you remember hearing any transmissions between
Colonel BARKER and any of the ground elements, specifically
Charlie 6 or Bravo 67

A, Not ¥ight offhand, sir. I believe that he was con-
cerned about the statement I made earlier, about the gunships
shooting the two men and wanting them to come over and pick up
the equipment. He was in on this conversation, trying to co-
ordinate a little bit. That's the only specific one that I
can remember. : ’

Q. - Do you remember hearing any casualty figures being
sent up from the ground units?

A. No, sir, none whatsoever.

Q. Do you remember making any dustoff, medical evacu-
ation, on 16 March?

A, I'm not really sure about this, sir. I remember
flying into the Ky Ha medevac pad which is up at Chu Lai. I
cannot remember on this specific day if I was flying with Mr.
LIND or not, the day I'm talking about, going into the pad.
The reason I remember this one day is that whoever was flying
in let me fly back out. When I went to take off, I neglected
to roll the throttle back up to operating RPM. When I pulled
up on the collective to lift the aircraft back off its skids
and get airborne, of course, we were still at flat idle, and
the sound and light or low RPM warning came on. That sticks
vividly in my mind because the pilot in command grabbed the
control. It was simply something I overlooked on my part. But
this is why I do remember that one specific instance. Now, if
this was on 16 March, I really cannot remember if it was.

Q. Was anybody else in the ship with you?
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A. 'Other than the normal crew, sir, I cannot remember.
We did bring someone in, a wounded GI.

Q. A GI?
A. . I can't remember if there were one or more than
one.

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any recollection of the commanding
general of the Americal Division coming into the area that morn-
- ing and hearing on the radio that he arrived at LZ Dottie?

A.. No, sir. I do not. I don't remember any general
~officer ¢oming in at all.

'~ LTC PATTERSON: Did you usually land at the VIP pad there at

',Dottie?

" A. I'm not sure which one you mean. If I remember

’j}‘correctly,there was a refueling pad here. The road came up

-something like this. The TOC was down here, and the VIP
or the pad we always landed at was right here, that being in

a northerly direction.

Q. Well, let me show you Exhibit 0-4, which is a sche-

Z:'matic drawing of LZ Dottie. This is Route 1 over here.
 A.‘:>. Yes, sir.
Q. And the north orientation is as you have it there.
A, I don't remember.
 'Qa  - Can you poinﬁ out the refueling pad?
" a. | If I'm not mistaken, the fueling pad was at the south-

. ern end.

MR MACCRATE: You have down here along Highway 1l--
A, (Interposing) Penaprime area--
Q. (Interposing) An area where you would have the

- combat assault leaving from there. Then you have the command
" post up here on the hill. Can you place--
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A. (Interposing) This is not as I remember Dottie at
all, sir. For 6he thing; when I was there, I don't recall any
guns at all on the southern end of Dottie. There, of course,
was a bunker line. I assume these are 105's or higher type
calibers.

LTC PATTERSON: Well, they might not have been there exactly
that day. What about the CP pad, two helipad areas?

A. I doa't ever remember this helipad here.

Q. Wherée did you refuel at Dottie?

A. At th-is end.

Q. The southern end?

A, Now, I'm not sure exactly what the boundary of Dottie‘g

was. There was a raised-up area. I remember the pilots always
complained about it because it was elevated, and especially heavyj
gunships. When they took off, there was about 2 or 3 feet of con
certina wire over the edge of this elevated refueling area, and
they were always afraid they were going to catch a skid on it
when they took off. And, as I remember they finally did simply §
mowed the concertina wire down. And, as I remember, the refueling
pad was at the end of the southernmost end of the LZ. I don't 4
remember an FDC here. Now, there was a small, little shack here |
that the men that you worked with for resupply and who were workif
at Dottie stayed in during the inclement weather. They had a .
small radio in there, and you would call him when you were in-
bound. He would use his radio also to call the troops that you
were taking a resupply of material, to alert them that you were
on your way. :

0. Where did you land to pick up your resupply?

A. Well, if I can use this labeled FDC, if I c¢an use
this shack to mean the small, little shack the men stayed in,
it was right on the edge of the refueling pad. In other worxds,
this shack would have been somewhere right here. Later on, I
believe it was after 16 March, they established a rearming point;§
cased rockets and minigun ammo for gunships, so they could rearm§
here instead of having to return all the way to Duc Pho, Quang
Ngai, or to Chu Lai.
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. MR MACCRATE: Do you remember the van of the 123d Aviation Bat-
- talion there at LZ Dottie?

A. The wvan?
Q. Yes.
A. What type van?

LTC PATTERSON: Probably a two and one-half ton truck with a
regular van, a mobile van. It was not a removable van body.
It was built onto the truck. -

. A. Like a signal van.
- Q. That's correct.
A. No, sir. I do not‘remembér that.
Q. We have reason to believe that on this day, 16 March

the rearming point was, in fact, set up.

A. I may have my dates wrong, though. On the other
hand, they could have brought in ammo just for that specific
date. But this rearming point that I am speaking of was set
-up to be a permanant type rearming point that was used not only
by the 174th qunships, but by any other gunshlps that were sup-
portlng themn.

Q. Well we assumed that you, in fact, were in the C&C
aircraft that day What time would you, to make a 7:30 LZ time,
have departed Duc Pho?

A, That's hard to say, sir. It would have been well

-‘i ‘1n advance of the CA. You're talking about the LZ time or the
~.§ PZ tlme? 7
0. LZ time.
‘a. | LZ time?
'Q- Yes, 7:30. The PZ time would be somewhere about 7:15?
A. ( Yes, that's right. Well, I can't give an exact time,
- (GARBOW) o 15 - , APP T-343
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but it would be well in advance of that L7 time.
Q. Could you give it to me within one-half hour?

A. I would only be guessing, but .I'd say it would be
generally within 45 minutes to a half an hour, dependiiig on
how much prior édordination has to be done.

Q. Okay. Let's assume then you were to take off some-
where arcund 6:30 or 6:45 in the morning. Is that a reasonable
assumption or a ¥easonable guess?

A. Yes .,

Q. How fitich fuel did you carry onboard for a C&C mission,
not in pounds, ih time?

A, Time: For a C&C mission you could usually €arry
more thanh if you were on a lift mission: I wouldn't kriow exactly,
2 hours probably. S

Q. Physically then, you would have had to refuel after
approximately 2 hours of flight time?
A. Yes, 8ir; approximately.

- Q. If you hHad flowih your aircraft continuously from

the time you took &ff at Dueé Pho, what is the latest time that
you could have refueled at LZ Dottie?

A. Somewhé¥e around 8:30. Now,; it's possible and it

is sometimes done,; that if the mission required, you would 51m—
ply fly until you¥ 20=minute warning light comes on. I can't
remember this acdtually happening that day.

Q. Captain; we have reason to believe that Colonel BAR-
KER, on 16 March; made a medevac pickup somewhere just to the

west of Pinkville itself., Thé unit on the ground marked with

smoke, ahd the C&C ship that Colonel BARKER was in flew in and
picked up three wounded. Timewise, this was about 9:30 in the
morning. Colonel BARKER decided that rather than him proceeding F
on to the medevaec pad at the hospital, he would be dropped off
at LZ Dottie for Yeasons of a meeting or for some other reason,
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and the ship then and the crew would carry the medevac with the
. wounded on to the hospital and return to LZ Dottie. Do vou re-
call any such incident?

A, Not specifically, sir. I'm trying to piece together
information. I feel, myself, that this one medevac I spoke of
earlier up to Ky Ha pad was with Mr. LIND. But I cannot actually
remember. I can remember making dustoff pickups in that general
area quite a few times.

Q. We have reason to believe that there was a dustoff
requirement about 1030 in the morning 16 March which involved
a colored soldier who was shot in the left foot, not seriously.
It wasn't critical. He was alive and well, but he was shot.

Do you recall? '

A. Now that you mention that he was shot in the foot,

I remember something of this, because he had to be carried on
down. His foot was shot up but, like you say, not real bad.

It wasn't nice to look at. The more I think about it, when

I spoke to you earlier about landing to the south of the village
in question - -

Q. : (Interposing) Do you recall landing south of
- the village?
© A, ~Yes, sir. I do. I do remember landing to the
. south.
Q. ' I'd like to just pursue this for a moment now. Do

you ‘recall making the approach for a dustoff or for the land-
ing to the south, or thinking about the situation on the

- ground or thlnklng perhaps about going into somewhat of a hos-.
tile area?

A, I remember, the village was still smoking at this
time.
Q. Was the village to your left or to your right

'after you were on the ground?

A As I remember it would have been on the aircrafts,

- left side, although I'm not sure of this. It seems to me that
we made our approach to the east.

(GARBOI«T) 17 APP T-343

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



_FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. To the east?

A. It would have been into the rice paddy, just‘south
of the tree line on the edge of the village.

Q. Do you remember when you touched down whether you
were on hard sand, or, in fact, in the rice paddy?

A, It seems to me that we were in a rice paddy, but
I'm not sure about that at all.

Q. Do you remember anyone being on board, any passen-—
gers? Was Colonel BARKER with you, for instance?

A. I tried to think about that too, sir, but I can't
remember. Now that you mentioned this man being shot in the
foot, I do remember that.

Q. Do you remember him being colored?

A. Yes, sir. It seems to me he was colored. Once
again, I cannot be absolutely sure about that.

Q. You indicated that whoever you dusted-off there
was being carried out to the aircraft?

~A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did one man bring him out? Do you recall?
A. | No, sir. I don't recall.
Q. I'd like to show you Exhibit P-1l. You might

want to take the photo out of the acetate.

(The witness did as requested.)
A. No, sir. It is my recollection that at this par-
ticular time we were in a shallow rice paddy with dikes around
it. I'm not sure. Seeing this picture, I can't remember par-
ticularily seeing this. It appears to be a plowed field.

Q. I'd like to show you photograph P-12. 1I'd like you
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to especially look at the crew chief.

A. Yes, sir. I think I recognize the outline of his
face. He wore a clear plastic glass. I believe he has it on.
I don't recall his name, but he was Mr. LIND's nuormal crew
chief who normally did fly with Mr. LIND.

MR MACCRATE: Can you recognize Mr. LIND? It's a rather in-
distinct picture of the left-hand seat.

A. If you told me it was Mr. LIND knowing that, I
" could probably take his facial features.

Q. It is not inconsistent with - -

A. (Interposing) Right, sir. But if you just show-

ed me this picture, I don't think I could say that is Mr. LIND.

Q. | We recognize that 1t is not a very distinct 1mage
in the picture.

LTC PATTERSON: What do you recall, or do you recall seeing
anything on the day that you dusted-off an individual south
of the V:Lllage'>

A, I remember distinctly séeing bodies piled up.

Q. In what relation to your helicopter? Did you see
them on your approach or after you were on the ground?

A. I think I initially saw them after we had actually
set down. They would have been to the right front.

Q. If you landed to the east as you indicated, they
~would have been to the southeast of your position?

A. They would have been more in an easterly direction
than south. They were in front of our aircraft but off to the
right, to the south.

Q. Why do you remember seeing bodies? What makes you
recall them? '
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A. I guess it was because it was the first time I
really seen any casualties, at least this number.

Q. What was the number?

A. I couldn't give you an exact figure, but I remember
they were piled up. Thexre were more than--gosh, I don't know.
They were stacked up.

Q. | Would you estimate how many? Can you make ampy kind
of an estimate?

A. Actually, more than five. It would have had to
have been more than five to be gathered in any kind of a stack
at all. I remember seeing them because when we took off they
weren't right on the side of the aircraft as I remember.

Q. Did you make any kind of determination in yowr
mind as to their age or sex?

A. I remember seeing some women there and children.
How many I don't know, or what I thought were women and chil-
dren.

MR MACCRATE: How far ahead of the aircraft were these bodies
when you were down on the ground?

A. I don't know, sir. I'm not very good on judging
distance,somewhere in the neighborhood of 30 yards or some-
thing around this.

Q. About 100 feet away, maybe 200 feet?

A. Yes. I wouldn't say they were much over 100 feet.
Now, once again I'm not positive at all, sir.

0. And you say that you did take off in that direction
and so whatever you saw you had an opportunity to observe closer
as you took off?

LTC PATTERSON: Do you recall seeing any other bodies on your
approach or departure, or while you were on the ground?
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A, " No, sir. Those were the only bodies I saw.
MR MACCRATE: Was the village smoking badly at that time?

_A. I don't know if I could really say how much smoke
was coming. out of the village. It was more than smoking.
You would see if there were cooking fires going. There was
quite a bit of smoke.

- Q. Did you have a clear view over to the other side

" of the aircraft? 1If you were going out on the south side of
the village heading east, and you were flying in the right
seat, as you looked across the village, I realize it would

be an obstructed view, but were you aware that there was smoke
over on that side which obscured the end of the village?

A. No, sir. Of course the wind would have been the
factor here, and I don't remember which way the smoke was
blowing that day. The wind was blowing the smoke.

LTC PATTERSON: Well, let's analyze this a little bit from
the technical aspect. Why did you decide to land to the
east?

A. It would have been because of the wind.
Q. . Would it always have been that case?
A. No, sir. In this case if the wind would have

been out of the north, let's say, we probably would not have
approached that way because of the trees.

Q. You don't remember the smoke, which way it was
blowing?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. Do you remember on your approach on in to the dust-

off that you had pretty good vision as far as your flight path
was concerned?

A. Yes, sir. I .don't remember the smoke being a factor
in our visibility into that one landing area.
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Q. You don't remember it being a factor in setting up
an approach into that landing area?

A. By that, of course, we could have used the smoke
to determine wind direction. Like I say, I don't recall at
all which way the smoke was blowing and if we did use it.

Q. How about the smoke from the smoke grenade that
probably marked your touchdown point?

A. Yes, sir. This is what normally would be used
both to mark the position for landing and to give you an
indication of wind direction.

Q. Do you remember seeing that smoke?

A. I don't remember them throwing it or seeing it
or anything.

Q. You'll notice photographs P-12.
A. ' Yes, sir. I see it.

Q. What is that object?

A. It appears to be a smoke grenade.

MR MACCRATE: Captain GARBOW, I assume you did have a chance
to see the soldier that you were evacuating at that time and
possibly if you saw him head-on you'd recognize him. This
scene would have been taken presumably before you touched
down as he was being moved on the ground prior to being
brought out to the aircraft--

A. (Interposing) This is not the LZ area there.

Q. That is not the immediate LZ area but it would be,
possibly, the individuals who carried him out to the air-
craft and it would be the wounded soldier who was evacuated
at this time.

A. No, sir. None of those faces look familiar at all.

(GARBOW) 22 APP T-343

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Do you think you would be able to recognize the

face of the individual whom you evacuated?

A. No, sir. I dnubt it.

0. So that this could be the individual, but you re
just unable to identify him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I see.

A. I was looking also at the bandage trying to remember

how his foot was bandaged. I can't remember, but it
seems to me that he still had his boot on and the boot was
ripped, but this could have been another case.

LTC PATTERSON: Did you fly with your doors on or off on
.your helicopters, Captain GARBOW, or was it a policy within
your unit? Did you have a policy with reference to your
doors?

A ' The doors, if they were still attached to the air-
- craft, had to be locked with a safety and pin in the open
‘position. . _

Q. -~ That's the big doors?

- A. Yes, sir, the big cargo doors. The doors you're
- talking about are--

- Q. (Interposing) Either one.

A, On some of our aircraft on a CA we would take the
small cargo doors off because it would facilitate the entry
" and exit of the infantry troops out of the aircraft. Mr.
"LIND's ship, if I'm not mistaken, was fairly new. He was
proud of it, as was the crew chief, and would get very upset
if somebody would bump into one of his doors or otherwise
make it unusable.

Q. - The small doors or the big doors you're talking
~about? : .
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A. Well, anythlng really. Anything on the airéraft
that happened to it.

Q. : Can you tell me ahything about the condition of
the aircraft in P-12?

A. Yes, gir, the main cargo door is off from the air-
craft. They're ®pen. I believe you can make out the gafety
pin that does losk the door in an open position. The small
cargo doors on both sides of the aircraft are on the aiveraft
and secured in a t¢losed position.

Q. Can you indicate anything about the age of the
alrcraft?
A. : It's a newer Delta model because of a roof=iounted

PO tube. I don't see any painted over spots or anythifig on

the aircraft. The exterior looks to be in good condltibn. One
other thing I just noticed. It was a policy for us to paint

the company numbers on the door, and on the tail boom wWe painted
a white band, actually it was a three-colored band, white on
both outsides and a blue band in the center. It was the iden-
tifying color of our aircraft. Now, it could be that this is

a new ship and we had not had time to paint on the deo¥. This
is what makes me think it was a new=--

Q. (Interposing) We would like for you to look at the
condition of the gun mount on P-12. Can you tell about whether
or not people have tramped across that gun mount?

A. Yes, sir. But that's not really an accurate judgment
of the aircraft's age because the gun mount usually doés not
come with the aircraft. Sometimes you will det an airdraft that
does have gun mounts on 1it.

Q. To fly 9.6 hours as you indicated you did on 16
March, you would have had to have been kept fairly busy: Do
you recall any other landings in this area or perhaps over
on the beach?

A. I recall one landing, sir¥, on the beach. Whether
it was on this specific day or not, I don't actually regall.
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- I have reason to believe that it was on this day because we had
been operating along the beach directly about where that sign
says My Lai, Pinkville, and along that general outer line.

Q. You're talking about to the east of Pinkville itself?

A, Yes, sir. The swift boats were offshore. It seems
to me we landed, or if it was on this one day we did land, and
picked up several civilians and loaded them onboard the aircraft.
It was memorable because of the number of civilians, the number
of people who were put onboard the aircraft. It was quite a
few. It was probably something like 10 or 12, maybe even more,
South Vietnamese, small children as well. So the weight factor
wasn't as really bad as it would have been if you would try to
load, say, 12 Americans onboard.

Q. Where did you take these people?

A. ' I do not recall, sir. I would assume we would
have taken them to Dottie. It seems to me we took. them to
Dottie. I don't remember.

MR MACCRATE: Why were you evacuating the children?

A. ‘ I don't know the specific reason, sir. I can

- remember landing on the beach and picking them up. Now even
if it was on this specific day, I can't even remember that.
Q. . Had they been interrogated there? Was there an
interpreter present? Do you remember any of the circumstances
of who was with them, who brought them onto the aircraft, and
who aCcompanied them? :

- Al. I'm trying to think, sir. I honestly have to say
- that I don't remember. :

Q. ' You just remember an unusually large group of Viet-
“hamese with some children among them being lifted from the
. beach area.

A, And it was right on the beach. Yes, sir.
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Q. You have no picture of them at the other end get-
ting off and dispérsing or being led someplace by anyone in
particular?

A. No, si¥. I do not.
LTC PATTERSON: Do you know Mr. COONEY?
A. Yes, sir. I do know Mr. COONEY.

Q. Mr. COONEY indicates that he was flying Colonel
HENDERSON on this day, the C&C for Colonel HENDERSON.

A. Yes, g§i¥. Mr. COONEY was the standard pilot
for command and &ont¥ol for the 1lth Brigade CO. In faet,
his aircraft was kept apart from the rest of our compahy
aircraft although it was one of our company aircraft. His
ship was fitted with a command coasole that would allow
him to carry, I'm §peaking of the brigade commander now;
two FM radios with him so he could operate or listen to
more than one fregiehcy at a time. It was quite a hastle
as I remember, betause I was avionics detachment commander
at the time. Whenever this ship had to go down for main-
tenance, it would be just about an all-night job trying
to move this consolé to another ship s6 that the brigade
commander would have his console for the next day's mission
in a different ship.

Q. Do I undérstand that the 11lth Brigade didn't
have organic Huey's?

A, Yes, si¥. They did. But I believe it was ohe
Sf our ships that he actually flew.

Q. I'd like for you to think back now. On any of
the times that you flew C&C for Colonel BARKER, do you
recall being on the ground and talking to Mr. COONEY at any
particular time?

A. No, sirs I do not.

Q. You dén't recall landing your ship or landlng the
C&C ship that you were flying at any given timeée and seeing
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COONEY's ship, the brigade commander's ship, and something
telling you that the brigade commander was where you were also?

A. ‘ No, sir. I don't remember this. You mentioned

earlier there was some time during the day when all the C&C
ships were there together. If this was the case I did, no

.doubt, see Mr. COONEY, but I do not remember.

Q. Do you recall at any time when you were flying
Colonel BARKER on any one of the missions that you recall,
Colonel BARKER meeting with or engaging in conversation with
or going to meet somewhere any one of the more senior officers
within the division?

A, " No, sir. I recall nothing of this.

Q. : Do you recall seeing a lieutenant general at any
time in the afternoon of 16 March in the vicinity of LZ Dottie?

A. No, sir. I do not.

Q. When you flew C&C for Colonel BARKER, did you

‘also perform other missions on the same day such as dustoff

or resupply or anything along this regard, or were you strictly
C&C?

A. Yes, sir. Occasionally, if one of his subordinate

echelons out in the field needed something of an urgent nature--

- I remember one particular case where an outfit needed some bat-
teries for their PRC-25 radio, and we used the C&C ship for

that mission. Several other times individuals would like to

‘go from one point to another, and the C&C aircraft would go

on missions, not particularly with Colonel BARKER on board.
Perhaps his S$3 would go along. It would still be a C&C

Eype operation but without the actual commanding officer on-
oard.

- Q. References these batteries, do you remember that
mission?
A, I remember doing it. We also carried out such

things as microphones that would be possibly damaged, things
of this sort.
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Q. Do you remember where that mission was?

A, The batteries? It seems to me we did that one
for the 1/6.

Q. ‘ I see. Not for Colonel BARKER.

A. No, sir. I think it was for the 1/6, down at the

LZ. I looked up in my notes. I was trying to think of that
colonel's name. It was Colonel FRANKLIN.

Q. We also have reason to believe that somewheéereé around
1130 in the morning, Major CALHOUN, with a southern acc¢ent, went
onboard the C&C aircraft and took 1t down from Dottie down

in the area of My Lai very briefly and turned around and came
right back. Perhaps didn't even get all the way to My Lai or
the operational area.

A, Did Major CALHOUN smoke cigars, sir, or do you
know?

Q. I don't know.

A. I just said that because there was one of Colonel

BARKER's subordinate officers did smoke cigars, and I think
they were probably the worst smelling cigars I've ever smelled
in my life. This is why I mentioned this. On occasion,; this
man when he took the aircraft would bring these cigars and it
was sort of a running joke, you'd have to fly with your air-
craft out of trim to keep the wind circulating through the
cargo dooxrs to keep the smell of cigar smoke down. This

was simply a joke, it wasn't done in practice. Now whether
this was the particular man, I have no way of recallind.

MR MACCRATE: We have some photographs here of people yvou
will recognize. This will at least refresh your recollection
as to how Major CALHOUN appeared. You would see him in
fatigues.

A. Yes, sir. No, sir, the man I'm thinking of, I
can't remember his facial features, but I can remember that

he had more hair than that. Of course, he could have been
wearing his hair longer in Vietnam.
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Q. Do you recognize anyone else on there?

A. I'm looking at Colonel HENDERSON, sir, but I

don't think I would recognize him. I don't know. I remember
flying one day in his command and control ship, the one with
the command console. I remember flying for whoever was the

brigade commander that day. This also was with Mr. LIND,

that particular day's mission. I don't know if it was Colonel
HENDERSON or not, sir.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember Captain KOTQUC? He was the
S2 of the task force.

- A, His face looks familiar, sir, but I don't remember
his name..

'LTC PATTERSON: We have reason to believe that someone went in
- and picked up a couple of photographers and reporters or a
photographer and a reporter, picked them up in the vicinity
of My Lai (4) -and moved them a short distance over into the

 ‘v1c1n1ty of the second LZ area. ;
- A, : That sounds familiar. That sounds very fémiliar,
 sir. '

Q. Do you remember the type of area where you landed,

-or if this were you do you remember that area? Dry or wet?

AL ' No, sir. I don't.
Q. Were there people around?
A. I don't remember, sir. Just the idea of picking

up photographers or somebody of this nature does ring a bell.
MR MACCRATE : Well, I show you P-17 which is a photograph
‘that we understand was taken by the photographer as he was

lifted off the ground, and ask you if that looks like any-
- thing you recall having seen.

@. That could be so many places like I have landed
in the past.
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Q. This would have been early in your tour now. Re-
member, it was in the flrst morith.

A. -Right, sir. You'll remember also from my reco¥ds,
sir, that I left the 174th in May. I got approximately, I don't
know what my records would show, I think it was some 200 Rours.
And after that, I didn't get very many more hours at all. When

I moved up as the bdttalion signal officer, I really didn't get
as much experience 85 say a nhormal slick pilot would have gotten
if he'd stayed with ah assault helicopter company the whele

time. I cannot say for sure. Let me say this, I don't retognize
this specific area:

LTC PATTERSON: Perhaps on landing they might have been 8gated
on a bank watching the approach. I will show you photog¥aph
P-13 which we believe is the area right along in here. this
individual is the individual there. This one is this ong& and
so on.

A. I am trying to find the other man holdlng the plotting
chart. I don't see him.

0. . Well, he'd be back down over here. Orientatish of
the picture would be that these people oh this dyke would be
coming out this way.

A. It looks to me like this man is this man. No, that
can't be right.

MR MACCRATE: The manh with his eibows behind his head is 1gcatéd
¥ight there.

A. The helmet's on his knee. Yes, sir.

a. Yes. Then the Vietnamese is next to him and then
the man without his helmet and then the man clesest to the
camera in P-13 is the one to the extreme right. The others
whose faces you cannot see have drawn back as the helicopter
takes off.

A. Once agdin; I just do not remember thie specifié
place.
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Q. - Did you ever meet Captain MEDINA?

A. Never met him as to be introduced to him. I can
remember a person talking on the radio with a Spanish accent.
I'm sure it was Captain MEDINA since I've seen him on TV and
interviews with various people on TV. This is the person
that I'd seen in Vietnam. At that time I did not know his
name was Captain MEDINA.

Q.. Did you ever see that individual out on an operatlon
that you can recall?

A. Yes, sir. I can remember working with him a few
times. _
Q. This-individual has been indentified to us as

Captain MEDINA, the one who is pointing at the camera or
pointing at the liftoff.

A I cannot specifically remember working with Captain
MEDINA on that particular day.

. Q. Do you have any recollectlon of the code names which
was used on that day?

‘A, No, sir. But I remembered them when Colonel PATTERSON
mentioned them. Coyote was the headquarters callsign.

Q. And the numbers would indicate the units of the task
force.

A, Yes, sir. This was not the last time. Later on

because I was battalion signal officer, I was in charge dissem-
inating and making SOI. The callsign system was drastically
changed. I can't remember what the month was. Of course,

- they were normally changed over a period of time simply to

- keep the enemy from associating numbers and names, call signs
'~ with people. A 6 was always the commanding officer. A 1
would be the S1, 2 the S2, and so on down the line. This was
' changed giving nonsense-type names usually two-letter--two-
word callsigns with in most cases two digits. In other woxds
the CO might be something like 98 so that the enemy could

not know that 6 was going to be the CO. I do remember one
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other callsign that Colonel PATTERSON made me remember Wa&s
the swiftboat's, Sane Drake. I believe that was the cail 51gn.

Q. Do you remember the callsign of the brigade?

A. Brigade? You mentioned it earlier, sir, but it've
forgotten it already.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember the callsign of the commanding
general of the Ameftical Division?

A. No, si¥: I do not.

Q. Did you use a 1:50,000 map as you were flying or
did you use a pictomap?

A. Usually 1:50,000 or 1:25,000. The normal typ&
- map we did use was the 1:50,000, I believe.

Q. I1'd like to show you plctomap 1:25,000 (MAP=4):
Are you comfortable with that map? You'll notice Route I

is just off to the left edge of the map. At the very bottom
there you see the Quang Ngai River, Song Tra Khuc.

A, ' Yes, sir.

Q. ~ We're talking about Uptight to the north of the
Quang Ngai River.

A. if I can find Uptight. I'm not sure. One of these
two hills was Uptight.

Q. Okay. I'd like to go through tlie operation HoWw

in as much detail as we feel we know it and at least as far
as you're concerned a8 an aviator and perhaps as the C & €
pilot for Colonel BARKER, with the hopes that maybe the facts
as I relate them to you, as we believe they occurred, céa
refresh your memory even more. We're attempting to pull in-
formation from you that we recognize is old, it's been seme

'~ time ago. We have reason to believe thé 1ift was a nine=ship
1lift and the 174th Aviation Dolphins were the lead, furnished
the lead and furnished a goodly number of aircraft for thée
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nine-ship lift but not all of them. And on the morning of 16
March about 0645 hours, the slicks departed Duc Pho. It would
be an assumption on my part, but it would seem that the C&C
~aircraft would have left prior to the slicks.

A. Yes, sir. It would have.

0. And that if you were C&C, you would have been at
LZ Dottie when the slicks arrived at L% Dottie, somewhere in
the vicinity of 0705, 0710, 0715 hours. The Dolphins were
joined at LZ Dottie by some Rattlers and perhaps en route to
Dottie by a Primo aircraft from the 1lth Brigade.

A. Yes, sir. I remember one Primo did support us.
-~ They usually gave no more than one ship. They had two Hueys
I belleve.

0. It's an assumption on my part, but it seems like
© you were in a place where you could have seen or at least
‘recognized that the Dolphin aircraft arrived at the PZ.
Probably you took off prior to the time that the Dolphins
took off. 1It's an assumption on my part but because of the
timing involved as we understand it from records the Dolphins
probably did not shut down but went to flight idle.

A. Yes, sir. This would be standard procedure for
that time frame.

Q. The artillery preparation for the LZ, first 1LZ,
‘was fired out of LZ Uptight located at coordinates approximately
. 728851. The gun-target line was almost due south, a little
southwest, into an area just to the west of what's identified
on your map as the hamlet of My Lai (4).

A, Yes, sir.

Q. The slicks in Vee's of three, three Vee's, nine slicks,
joined at altitude over somewhere in the vicinity of Route 1,
southbound, linked up with the two Sharks which had been over-

*  heagd, orbltlng over Dottie waiting for the slicks to pull off.

- And the C&C aircraft would have been in the pre-operational

- - area getting the artillery 901ng and firing into the LZ area
1tse1f
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But the formation of slicks approached from the south to

the west side of Hill 85 and landed in the open rice paddy
immediately west of My Lai (4). It was preceeded by the two
gunships, one on each flank of the formation, suppression
runs. The ships touched down and the doorgunners were firing,
permission having been received from Colonel BARKER. There
was no mark. The request for a mark or the information was
relayed from Colonel BARKER to Dolphin lead, asking if he
needed a mark, and Dolphin lead replied: "Negative mark
required, I see the artillery."

A, I don't remember that actual request. Neither
do I remember making a marking run.

Q. The slicks departed, cold LZ, and the Sharks made

an orbit generally in a clockwise fashion. It started to make
orbit and picked up a couple of VC suspects, males to the

north of the village of My Lai. I show you an aerial photo-
graph (P-1). We feel that the two Vietnamese were somewhere

in the northern part, the open area just to the north, this
being the LZ. They engaged them by doorguns, relatively low
level in slow tight c¢ircles one of the ships, and marked with
smoke in an attempt to get the ground troops that were securing
the LZ out to police up the gear. The ground troops were hold-
ing at this time because the second lift was going to come in

in a few moments and they were going to secure the LZ. The
Sharks then went south and engaged a lone individual and had
some trouble locating him, but it was to the south of the LZ

in an area just across or to the south of Highway 521 in a tree
line. While this was going on, the Warlords, Company B of the
123d, was on station, having arrived a little late, indicating
at about the time LZ was going that they were going to be a
little late into the area. They were only late by 3 or 4 min-
utes perhaps. But they had discovered something worth firing

at on the northern--north-eastern edge of Hill 85 and were making
gun runs, rocket and minigun passes, from northeast to southwest
along the northern edge of 85. The second lift touched down
about this time. Time was now about 0751 hours in the morning.
And as they departed on the second touchdown, one of the Dolphins
replied that there was some fire taken from one of the villages.
Colonel BARKER questioned this indicating that it wasn't hot,
then getting a confirmation. Right after the second lift went
in when the activity of at least two people being segregated by
the Warlord element somewhere to the southwest on 521 began.
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'So we have no reason to believe that Colonel BARKER or the
C&C was anywhere where they could have seen this operation,
but another C&C aircraft did become involved and did in
fact pick up two Vietnamese males. The second LZ had been
planned for a later time, which was moved up because of the
availability of nine slich aircraft for the 1lift, making in-
sertion of C/1/20 west of My Lai a much quicker operation
than originally planned because of the additional aircraft.
We have reason to believe that Colonel BARKER cranked up the
artillery out of LZ Uptight and started the LZ prep for the
‘second LZ sometime right after 8 o'clock. In fact, the first
rounds fell about 0811 hours in the morning. Colonel BARKER
indicated a planned touchdown in the second LZ for 0815. The
artillery did not get shut off in time, the ships did have
to make a go-around, and for their final insertion Colonel
BARKER's ship did make a marking run. We believe according.
to our evidence that the mark was yellow. Two lifts went
into this particular LZ which was just to the southeast of -
- Pinkville as we know it in a dry, open field, LZ cold. Right
after the lift we have reason to believe that Colonel BARKER
'in his ship went back to LZ Dottie. Time wise, it was some-
time after 0830 hours in the morning.

A. Low on fuel.
Q. Fuel was about exhausted and the ship would have

returned for needed fuel. We know that Colonel BARKER was
- back airborne at 0855 hours in the morning which would have

~~made this refueling operation at Dottie a quick operation,

- but not extraordinary so.

AL No, sir.

- Q. There would not have been time to shut down. We-

- also have reason to believe that while Colonel BARKER's ship
- was refueling, Colonel HENDERSON's aircraft came in and refueled,
- either behind or beside, and it is possible that Colonel
'BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON did see one another. At any rate

at 0855 hours Colonel BARKER was again airborne and talking

to his ground elements. The information concerning the land-

ing of the Warlord element on top of Hill 85 and the mortar

- rounds was taking place at this time. In addition, Bravo 6

- Yequested from Colonel BARKER permission to fire his mortars.
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Bravo element was the second LZ element in close proximity to
Pinkville and he desired to fire his mortars onto the peninsula
to his east. Coyote 6 gave him permission to fire. Bravo

also at this time had a requirement for a dustoff, and the dust-
off requirement was just in the area immediately west of Pink-
ville proper. This dustoff was accomplished by a medevac ship,
number 252. The swift boats were also engaged at this point

in time off the gpast and their mission was blocking any sea-
ward movement. The mortar rounds found on Hill 85 were blown
and there was considerable discussion over the air by several
sources, Warlord, Coyote 6, Colonel BARKER, and the Sharks
concerning the large number of evadees on 521 going to the
southwest and alse some coming out of the north-northeastern
part of My Lai (4). The Sharks even identified these people

to the effect that they were men, women, and children. The
Sharks had gone off station at about 9 o'clock to refuel them-
selves. They were back on station at 0915 or 0920 when the
call for a dustoff again came from Bravo 6 element. Colonel
BARKER decided to make the dustoff himself in his own air- -
craft, and on a mark after the area was secured another dust-

- off was made from the immediate area of Pinkville by Colonel
BARKER and his aircraft. We believe three wounded were brought
aboard. : '

A, | May I interrupt, sir?

Q. Yes.

A. Was Captain MEDINA in the immediate vicinity of that
medevac?

Q. No. Captain MEDINA was the commander of the company

in the My Lai (4) area., This medevac was made by Colonel BARKER'
in his aircraft while he was aboard. En route back or en route
after departing from the dustoff, taking off from the dustoff
site, Colonel BARKER decided to have the aircraft drop him off
at Dottie and the aircraft proceed on with the wounded to the
hospital, evac hospital. Colonel BARKER departed the aircraft
at Dottie. We have reason to believe that at this point in
time General KOSTER had arrived and was present at Dottie.

His ship could have been refueling or it could have been shut
down on the VIP pad. Colonel HENDERSON's aircraft we feel was
also present at LZ Dottie at this time. However Colonel BARKER'S
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C&C went on, deposited the wounded, came back, and requested
-instructions from the Task Force Barker TOC, Coyote 65. It
received instructions to land and shut down.

A. Excuse me, sir. Was this dustoff that Colonel BARKER's
aircraft made, the C&C aircraft, did they go in fact to the
medical receiving station on Ky Ha pad at Chu Lai?

Q. We believe they did. The events after this time
frame now put us about 0950, 10 o'clock in the morning when
the C & C aircraft arrived back at Dottie. At about 1020 or
very shortly thereafter there came a call for another dustoff.
~And a dustoff aircraft, the slick you saw in the picture, not

a medevac ship was dispatched to the field from the TOC at LZ
Dottie to pick up the wounded colored soldier with the shot
left foot. This occurred somewhere in the vicinity of 1020
or 1030 hours.

A, Was this pickup to the south of My Lai (4)?

- Q. We fell that that pickup was made from this area
right here.

A. No, sir. I remember going in somewhere to the
south of the village but I could not pinpoint it exactly - -

0. (Interposing) Because of the orientation of the
photographs that you looked at of the individuals coming out
from the rear of the picture to the aircraft, from the south-
ern edge of the village to the aircraft, with the aircraft
facing to the left in the picture indicating facing to the
east.

A. _ Yes, sir. I agreevwith that.
Q. The events after this time are a little hazy, but

somewhere around 1130 Major CALHOUN went out and climbed in the
airplane and took this short flight that I mentioned earlier.

- He got down almost to My Lai (4) and turned around and re-
.- turned.

A, . Without landing?
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Q. Returned to Dottie and landed.
A, He just flew out and came back.
0. Right. Do you recall his landing there? We do

not know whether he did or not.

A. No, sir. I was asking you to see if maybe this
would jog something in my head, but I don't remember.

Q. Anything that I've covered here, do you seem to
recall any of it?

A. Yes, sir, bits and pieces. I have to go on what
I stated earlier. I don't think you mentioned anything new
that we hadn't covered earlier.

MR MACCRATE: I'd like to show you four pictures that have
been marked Exhibits 31C, 38C, 39C, and 41C, and ask you if
in your flight on this day in Colonel BARKER's C&C you
recall seeing any scenes such as these.

A. That particq;ar scene, no, sir. Wasn't this
publicized? I think I saw it somewhere.

0. Which one are you looking at?

A, . At 39C.

Q. Yes. I believe that has been.

A. I do not remember, sir. I'm trying to remember

if 41C is the same stack of bodies that I remember seeing when
we did come in and land south of My Lai. I don't think it is.
It seems to me that the bodies I saw were orderly stacked, not
just like they've been thrown in a pile like these appear. I
don't think that's the same. It could be, though I don't
think it is, to the best of my knowledge.

Q. Well, can you fix in relation to the road along
the south side of the hamlet about how far south of the ham-
let line you think you saw the pile of bodies?
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A. : We landed, as I recall, fairly close to the tree
line, somewhere in this general vicinity. As I stated earlier
the bodies were to the right front of the aircraft so they
would have to been, judging from the scale of this photograph,
about halfway between the tree line of My Lai the south end of
‘My Lai, and this small a hedgerow or whatever.

Q. The small tree line below the rice paddies.

A. Yes, sir. They were approximately equidistant from
either side.

Q. Were they on a road or other pathway?

A, I can't recall. As I stated earlier I remembered
landing in a rice paddy. Apparently I did not. They were not
in water, they were on dry land. '

Q. Well there are rice paddies 1mmed1ately adjacent
to the area where you might have landed in various directions
so that you could have found solid footing for the aircraft
and at the same time been very close to a rice paddy.

LTC PATTERSON: Do you recall seeing any friendly forces when
you made this medevac on which you saw these bodies to your
front as you departed or do you recall overflying any friendly
troops?

A, I remember troops in the area. Whether we overflew

 them or not I could not say, sir.

Q. On your departure do you recall the general flight
path? You were light probably so there wasn't concern about
power. I assume you were not flying.

A. I don't recall, sir, if I was flying or not.

Q. Do you recall clearing orvany other aircraft in the
area, any necessity to clear your flight path?

A Not any other reason other than would be normal,
Just as you do all the time, really.
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Q. Well, do you recall seeing aircraft?

A. No, sir. I don't,

Q. Taking notice of any other helicopters in the area?
A. I don't remember any other aircraft in the area.

Q. Or after achieving some altitudé do you recall

looking down and seeing any friendly troops or helicopteks
anywhere else? "

A. No, sir. I don't. It seems strange to me that

this was the first time I'd actually seen casualties. I can't

remember making any statement to that effect. I can't ¥émember
that evening talking about it as I think I probably would have.
This bothers me a little bit that I can't remember that.

Q. Do you recall after anyone of the opérationé that
you were involved in talking about casualties or large number
of casualties or incidents that occurred?

A, Yes, sir. Simply I guess as a matter of pride,
gunship and slick doorgunners when they did kill an enetiy
and it was confirmed to be an enemy, talked about it after=-
wards. ‘

Q. Do you recall any conversation about large numbers
of casualties not necessarily killed by the aircraft but killed
by some other means? .

A. No, sir, not on this specific evening. No,; €ir.

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any recollection of hearing any time
during this day of an unusual incident between one of the OH-23's
of the aero-scouts and the ground element? Any story of & hel-
icopter pilot having had some sort of a dispute with the ground
forces?

A. No, sir. Correct me if I'm wrong here, but I believe
his name was Warrant Officer THOMPSON.
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Q. Well, I'm not asking you about what you've recently

read. What I'm asking you to do is think back to anything you

may have heard at that time as you were listening on the.radio

of the aircraft or anything that you may have heard after you

got back to LZ Bronco that night about a warrant officer having

complained about the action of the ground forces or having landed
- and having extracted civilians from in front of the ground forces?

A. No, sir, nothing at all. As I stated earlier, it
seems odd to me that there would not have been any talk about
that. I don't recall any talk along that nature at all, either
of an incident such as you described or as pertaining to large

amounts of civilian casualties. I do not recall any conversation
whatsoever.
0. Well, you're trying to think back and against what

you heard in the meantime wonder why you didn't hear it at an
earlier time. But I'd rather you try and think of that what
you did hear and anything that may have been unusual at that
time that possibly you wouldn't have connected with any large
number of killings, but something that was unusual in the
flight operations of the day.

A. No, sir. I recall nothing of that sort.

Q. Do you have any recollection of Colonel BARKER in the
course of this operation being engaged in any sharp exchange in

~ any sharp exchange with the TOC or anything of that sort, where
he was talking to the TOC and getting some kind of report that
may have upset him and asking for more information? ,

A, No, sir. I do not, and I've thought about this prior
to today. I can remember nothing along those lines.

Q. Well, we do have a tape of some of the air traffic
that day, of the communications, and I'm going to suggest Colonel
PATTERSON sit down with you and let you hear the tape and see if
any of this refreshes you recollection as to things you may have
heard that are not caught on this particular tape but relate to
what is on the tape. We will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1835 hours, 6 February 1970.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1130 hours, 7 February
1970.)

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTC
PATTERSON and MAJ LYNN.

_ Captain GARBOW, you are reminded you are still
under oath.

Have you listened to the tape recording (Exhibit

M-20)?
A. Yes, sir, I have.
Q. Did the tape recording help you to recall any of

the activities of 16 March 1968?

A, Yes, sir, it did. It brought quite a few thlngs
to mind that happened that particular day.

Q. All right, would you start at the beginning. I
instructed you to make notes with reference to informatjign that
could help you recall any of the events or people. Would you
start at the beginning of your notes and indicate for thg re-
cord what you think you recognized or what means someth;ng to
you from the tape.

A. ' Yes, sir. To begin with, page 1, I recognized the
voice of Helix 33 as being one of the Air Force pilots, p;lot-
ing an 0-2~type alrcraft that we worked with at this perlpd of
time.

Q. Do you know Helix 33's name?

A, No, sir.

Q. Would you know it if you heard it?

A. I don't know, sir,

Q. Major GOLDEN?

A. No, sir, I'm not familiar with that name.
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0. All right.

A. And listening to the tape I've come to the conclu-
sion in my mind that the Dolphin lead, aircraft commander, was
Lieutenant MILLIKIN who was my platoon leader, that is the 1st
Platoon leader of the 174th Assault Helicopter Company. I don't
have a page number here, but I do remember hearing the parts of
this conversation.

Q. What type of conversation?

A. I remember distinctly the Dolphin lead asking for
a commo check there on page 1 and the aircraft called back.
Q. This is right at the beginning of the tape?

A. Yes, sir, it was. I remember also at this time 'I

was in the Charlie-Charlie aircraft and we were airborne at
this time.

Q. Did you know that Coyote 6 gave a time check?

A, Yes, sir. I beiieve he gave the time check as
0722.

Q. And you feel you were airborne at this time?

A. Yes, sir, I was. |

Q. Do you recall where you were airborne at, were you

over the My Lai operational area?

A, If we were not in the immediate vicinity of My Lai
‘we were en route from Dottie. I couldn't give you an exact lo-
cation, sir,.

Q. Do you remember now taking off from Dottie or de-
parting with Colonel BARKER from Dottie to the operational
area? :

- A.. No, sir, the actual takeoff I do not remember.

Q. Do you remember now whether or not you arrived at

- - Dottie and shut down and waited for Colonel BARKER and then
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cranked up again, or any of the-activities, your activities of
the early morning?

A, No, sir, this was a complete blank.
0. What next do you recall?
A. The next thing I remember was Dolphin Lead asking--

I'm looking for the area where he said--here it is on page 3--
when Dolphin Lead said he was 3 minutes out at this time.
Coyote 6, "Roger. No restrictions on doorgunners."

Q. Do you recall that specifically?

A. I remember something to this effect, saying there
would be no restrictions on doorgunners.

Q. Do you recall now who might have been riding in
your helicopter with you or with Colonel BARKER, other indivi-
duals?

A, No, sir. 1I've been trying to think of this, but

I really cannot remember.

Q. What else?

A, The next thing I remember was on page 4 when Shark

6 made his first transmission on the tape. Shark 6, I remember
the man's name, I can remember only his first name is Lanny. I
have since been told his last name was MCCRARY.

Q. Would that be MCCRARY?

A, I'm sorry, MCCRARY,

Q. All'right, Captain MCCRARY you identified as being
Shark 672 :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. ' What's the next thing you recall?

A, The next thing is that I recognized as hearing be-

fore the voice of Coyote 23. I've since been told that Coyote
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23 was the PZ coordinator. In other words, he was the person
to coordinate with the aircraft as to which infantry would get
into which aircraft for which 1lift. I remember hearing his
voice several times before as he did work in this role several

times.

Q. What was his location?

A. His location was at LZ Dottie.

Q. Do you recall seeing the slicks at Dottie?

A. No, sir. I don't remember seeing them at Dottie,

however I did make a small sketch which I believe will show the
position of the C&C aircraft, the position that I observed the
slicks approaching the LZ. I believe we were in approximately
- this location which would have been north of My Lai (4).

Q. I see. All right, you feel when the slicks were
inbound to the LZ that the C&C ship, your ship, and Colonel
"BARKER, was to the north of My Lai (4)?

A, Yes, sir, I do. 1I've élso come to the conclusion
that this particular day was my first experience to work in a
C&C aircraft with a battalion commander conducting a combat as-
sault.

Q. How do you come to that conclusion?

A, It just seems to me that it was; I really can't
- give any strong basis for this conclusion.

Q. All right. Let's go back to the individual items
that you recall.

A, On page 5, I seem to recall the radio call by

Warlord Alpha lead that he was making a rocket run. His exact
words were: "This is Warlord. We've got one rocket run in pro-
gress now. If you'll just stay where you are we'll go past you."
I believe he was talking to one of the Shark aircraft who was
working this area. The area was divided between the Warlords

and the Shark aircraft, divided simply so they would not inter-

- fere with each other.
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Q. Do you recall what was the general dividing area
between the two?

A, The tape reminded me. I would not have known if
I had not heard the tape, but the dividing line was the road
referred to as 521.

Q. . Do you recall, did the tape refresh your memory,
or did it implant the fact that 521 was a boundary, do you re-
call that as being the boundary at the time?

A. I do not remember exactly that road 521 being the
dividing line, however I do remember the Warlords working in a
generally southerly direction of the village and the Sharks
working north of the village. I do not remember the dividing
line exactly.

Q. At the time do you recall any dlscuss1on over the
air concernlng coordination between the Warlords and the
Sharks?

A, No, sir, I do not. Correction, I listened to that
in the tape. On page 6 I remembered the statement by Shark 6,
the actual radio call where he dropped some red smoke over the
area where he had killed two "dinks," and I gquote, "They got
weapons, handgrenades and all the web gear in the world right
out here in this rice paddy."

Q. . That was, I believe, to the east of the LZ?

A. Yes, sir, it was to the east of the first L3Z.

Q. Do you recall hearing that transmission?

A. Yés; sir, or a transmission to that effect.

Q. And you recalled earlier in your testimony seeing

or hearing something about the smoke. Did you see the smoke
or did you see the aircraft over the area?

A. I can't remember, sir. To the best of my know-

ledge, I did not see the red smoke nor the aircraft over the
area.
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Q. But you felt in previous testimony that this area
was to the north of My Lai?

‘A. Yes, sir. I felt that it was.
Q. All right, what's the next item that you recall?
A. On pages 7 and 8 there is a radio transmission by

Shark 6 referencing some ammo boxes. I recall, the tape act-
wally refreshed my memory, I believe, I do remember hearing
something about ammo boxes.

Q. If I'm correct, what you're referring to here is
when the Shark 6 is 1ndlcat1ng-—these ammo boxes and this in-
dividual wére due south of the LZ.

A. I do not remember them as to where they were.
Q. But the entry that you think you recall hearing,

something about ammo boxes, 1nd1cates that this point was due
south of the LZ.

A. ‘ Yes, sir.

Q. What next do you recall?

A. On page 8 there is a mentidn of number of KIA's,
enemy KIA's.

Q. By whoﬁ?

A. The conversatioh was between Coyote 6 and Coyote

65, Coyote 6 being Colonel BARKER, Coyote 65 being his TOC
radio operator. The mention was that he had a total of 15
enemy KIA's. I just noted this down because I don't remember
hearing this transmission at all. On page 9 there is mention
made of the call sign Rawhide 3. To the best of my knowledge

- I don't remember Rawhide 3. In fact I'm not even sure who Raw-
hide 3 is.

Q. This was when Rawhide 3 was talking to Coyote 672
A. Yes, sir.
(GARBOW) : 47 APP T-343

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. This follows very closely with the other transmis-
sion which you do not recall, the 15 reported KIA's from Coyote
6 to Coyote 65. Is it possible that you would have turned down
the FM volume on this as far as you were concerned and been
talking air to air?

A, Yes, sir. There are several possibilities here.

The aircraft commander and I could have been carrying on a con-
versation over intercom or we could have been talking on UHF.
We could possibly have turned off completely the FM or turned
it down to a level where it would not interfere with our con-
versation.

FQ. These conversations took place after the second
1lift, I believe, or at least according to the transcrlptlon
here they did.

A, May I back up a minute here, sir, and check my
place. Yes, sir, that would be after the second sortie into
the first LZ.

Q. I believe you indicated in your earlier testlmony
that you recall seeing large numbers of people on 521, is that
correct?

A. Yes, sir, this is still a very hazy recollection
on my part. I remember seeing people but I can't positively
be sure that it was that decy.

Q. I understand. You notice, though, that Rawhide 3,
in the conversation that you do not recall, was talking about
large numbers of people moving out to the southwest along 521.

A.. Yes, sir, I do.

Q. What next do you recall? Captain GARBOW, you'll
notice on page 9 the call from Dolphin Lead to Bravo 6 indi-
cating that, "We'll have to wait until we return from this
sortie and see how many people we can take and we'll make a
determination then as to whether we'll make another sortie or
not." There apparently was some discussion with regard to how
many lifts was going to be required to put B/4/3 into the
second LZ. Do you recall hearing any conversations in this
light?
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A. No, sir, I do not. Page 10 towards the bottom of
the page references conversation between Warlord 6 and Rawhide
3, reference the Skeeter, the Skeeter being a term used to de-
scribe a small observaticn helicopter; the OH-23, as to some
"dinks" that they had spotted. We talked about this earlier.
The tape still did not refresh my memory. I still do not re-
member hearing anything of this sort.

Q. You'll notice there on page I0 that Coyote 6 was
~calling Charlie 6.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall at any time having to switch the FM
frequency to get on to the company frequency?

A. No, sir. I don't remember switching frequencies.
Q. Of course, I assume that he could have talked to

Charlie 6 on the Barker command frequency.

A, Yes, sir, he could have. I'm not at all sure what
-was the procedure used this day.

Q. You'll notice also at the bottom of page 10 that
- Coyote 6 indicated the artillery had started for the second LZ
and that the touchdown is scheduled for 0815.

A, Yes, sir. Now, I do not remember this actual con-
“versation concerning the artillery. However, I seem to remember
that during the artillery prep the C&C aircraft was out over
~the beach or over the peninsula area which would put it to the
east of the second LZ.

Q. Would I be correct in assuming that it would be
logical that you would or would not have seen the activities

of Warlord and Skeeter with reference to the large group of
people and the segregation process that was taking place to the
southwest of My Lai (4) at this time? It would have been diffi-
cult for you to observe that in a position over the beach?

A:' - Yes, sir, both of these were happening at the same
time. It definitely would have been difficult to have seen
that from where we were.

Q. Do you recall about the altitude you were flying?
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A. No, sir, but it was standard operating procedure
to fly approximately in the neighborhood of 1,000 to 2,000 feet
principally to avoid danger from small arms flre.

Q. Do you recall at any time going lower than that,
getting down on the deck, so to speak, other than the marking
run which you testified to earlier?

A, Other than the marking run, no, sir. Let me stop
there and correct that. Upon hearing the tape I seem to remem-
.ber something that might possibly have happened during that
dustoff that Colonel BARKER took his command and control chop-
per into and picked up the dustoff himself. Do you want to
skip back to that page, sir?

Q. Yes, go ahead. You're speaking of the dustoff
that occurred over near the Pinkville area, I believe, the one
that Colonel BARKER's ship went into?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you recall about that?
A. I'm not sure at all if this was actually the day

that this happened, but I do remember making a dustoff sometime
during my tour in this area. I also drew a small sketch of
this area. I believe the pickup point was approximately a
quarter of a mile inland tfrom the peninsula or beach area.

0. ' Which would have been west?

A. Yes, sir. It seems to me our approach was towards
the east. We made our pickup and then had to make a series or
actually two low level cyclic turns, an S actually, to avoid
some low trees after take off. Our departure was over to the
east. I do not remember specifically what we picked up there.
I believe it was a dustoff. I don't know how many people. I
do know that this was the particular day that we made this
dustoff.

Q. Generally, then, the approach and departure, as
you recall it, was to the east?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Which would have taken you out generally in the
direction of the China Sea?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay, let's go back now to the artillery prep for

the second LZ, page 10 or 11, do you recall anything?

A. On page 12 there is a radio transmission from Dol-
phin lead stating that he had to make a go-around or the flight
had to make a go around because the artillery was still shoot-
ing while they were on their approach into the LZ. As indicated
in my first testimony I can't remember if this actually happened
on this particular day. I remember times when the Slicks would
have had to make a go-around on their approach into the LZ. I'm
still not sure that this was the case on this particular day.

It could very well have been.

Q. You'll notice the very next conversation there is
an acknowledgement by Coyote 6 of the fact of the go-around.
Also an indication that the artillery preparation was complete.

A. _ Yes, sir, I noted that.

Q. Then a gquestion as to whether or not Dolphin wanted
Coyote 6 to go in and mark.

A, Yes, sir, I remember that from the tape. Now

there's a question in my mind there. 1In my earlier testimony I
indicated that on this particular marking run it was rather low
level and I had thought it was too low. This was simply because
this was one of my first marking runs after I had gotten in
country and later on I realized that marking runs were made’ _
very low, this was standard procedure. The thing that bothers
me here is that there is a mention of violet smoke. If I may

- read direct from the transcript, Coyote 6 says: "This is Coyote
6. Roger. Out. Dolphin lead. Coyote 6. LZ marked. Over."
Dolphin Lead replies: "This is Dolphin Lead. Roger. Identify
marker." And the next few lines Dolphin Lead comes back and
says, "Yellow." Now I distinctly remember yellow smoke. I do
not remember violet smoke. There is another question in my

mind here, the next sentence after this, he continues to say:
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"Roger. The ones with rotating beacons on will take Six. The
rest take seven. Go ahead and pop smoke." Now I can't place
this in my mind as how this conversation came about because the
only time you'd really talk about rotating beacons as to re-
place troops on board is when you were on a PZ and presumably
here he is on his approach as he has just 1dent1f1ed yellow
smoke. :

Q. Well, you have to make an assumption that the tape‘
was running continuously.

A, Yes, sir, I realize this is probably what has hap-
pened that the man who was making this tape was simply activat-
ing the machine when he heard someone make a transmission. This
is also evident by the fact that several beginnings of trans-
missions are cut short.

Q. | So you would think then that Dolphln Lead-- "The
ones with rotating beacons on will take six. The rest will
take seven. Go ahead and pop smoke" --was made as he was ap-

proaching the PZ?

A. Yes, sir. I feel that the violet smoke was in the
PZ and the yellow smoke in the LZ.

Q. So that would indicate a break in the tape or a
break in the lapse of time here or some editing of the tape in
this area?

A. Yes, sir, there had to be really because they

were talking at the beginning of page 12 about having to make
a go—-around because the artillery was still shooting. It
wasn't until later on that he said he identified violet smoke
which indicates to me that the tape was edited, broken, or
spliced back together or something of this nature. It just
doesn't seem to fit the way it's written.

Q. You recall dropping yellow smoke?

A, Yes, sir, I do. I remember also, as I think about
it more, our marking run would have been made from east to west
at low levels. This corresponded to what I said earlier, that
- I thought we were orbiting over the beach to the east of the
LZ,
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Q. I understand, okay.

A. The next thing I remember is also on page 12, down
at the bottom where Warlord Alpha Lead reports to Coyote 6 that
he has spotted a mortar position and ammo on top of hill 85. I
remember a conversation to the effect that they found a mortar.
It was later found out that it was not, in fact, a mortar, but,
in fact, mortar rounds that they had found. I don't remember
the exact conversation, but I do remember that there was men-
tion of mortar and mortar rounds on this particular day.

Q. You'll notice Coyote 6 gave permission to go in
and get them.

- A, Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall?
A. I do not remember that specific conversation nor

that granting of permission, but I do remember that Warlord
Alpha Lead did in fact go into Hill 85. 1I'd like to refer to
‘my notes for a second. Still referring to these mortars, the
actual conversation I'd like to refer to occurs on page 17 of
the notes. This was when the EOD people were taken to Hill 85,
and they blew the mortar rounds in position. I don't actually
remember the EOD was taken to the hill nor do I remember exact-
"ly when this was, but I do remember seeing an explosion on top
of Hill 85. It seems to me that this explosion was in fact the
mortar rounds being blown in place.

Q. Do you recall anyone advising aircraft to stay

.. away from the area or to give clearance?

A. No, sir, I do not. I heard this on the tape, but
it did not bring to mind anything.

Q- ' It would appear, then, that your position was not
in the proximity of 85 or you perhaps would have recalled
having some action to fly away from Hill 85.

A, Yes, sir. On page 13, Coyote 6 makes a radio
transmission back to his headquarters to the effect that he is
coming into or returning to LZ Dottie to refuel. He also makes
~the statement that he'd stop down in the TOC and bring the TOC
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up to date. I'm very hazy on this, but it seems to me I do
remember either the conversation or the actual act itself, of
going back to Dottie and refueling. I'm not sure about this at
all, sir.

Q. ‘Well, let's'look at that for a moment. Was the

refueling area in close proximity to the TOC?
A. It was within a couple hundred meters.
Q. Was there another pad closer to the Task Force

Barker TOC?

A. Not to my knowledge, sir. I also drew a small

sketch of LZ Dottie as I remember it, trying to get this par-
ticular point straight in my mind. As I remember, the refuel-
ing area was at the southernmost end of LZ Dottie. The gas pump
and the bladder containing the fuel, in this case JP-4, was
located just to the north of the refueling pad.

Q. The refueling pad was on the southeast corner?

A. Yes, sir. The VIP pad was directly north of the

gas bladder, or the refueling point. The VIP pad was where

we always landed whenever we were on a Charlie-Charlie mission,

a resupply mission for Task Force Barker, the ship would normally
land on the western edge of the refueling pad and this would be
the loading and or unloading point for resupply. There is an-
other pad directly across the road from the VIP pad leading to
the west of the VIP pad. However, to the best of my knowledge,
the pad was built after the day in question, March lé6th.

Q. Okay, let's go back now to this hazy recall that
you have about the refueling of your ship. Would you have
dropped Colonel BARKER at the VIP pad and then hovered over

to refueling and hovered back to the VIP pad, or would he have
hopped off at the refueling dump? ' :

A. This would have depended on the situation, sir.

The normal procedure was, ves, to land at the VIP pad. His jeep
was normally waiting for him, to take him back down to the TOC.
At this time we would either hover to the refueling pad or in
some cases it was necessary to actually fly, that is, to take
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off and come back around and land at the refueling pad, depend-
ing actually on the wind conditions or the weight of the air-

- craft. The reason for this is that the area between the VIP
pad and the refueling pad was unsuitable for a landing area,
plus the fact of the gas being there, was not very safe to hover
over this area. The road connecting the VIP pad and the refuel-
ing pad was too narrow, unsuitable for hovering.

Q. You can't seem to recall whether you dropped him,
though, at the VIP pad and hovered down to refueling and then
back up to the VIP pad? _

A. No, sir, I cannot.

Q. You seem to recall him saying, though, that he'd
drop down in the TOC and bring them up to date, or is this hazy’

A. This is hazy also, sir. This was normal procedure,
this would have happened just about any time that we brought
Colonel BARKER or actually any battalion commander back into

this area where he would get off the command and control chopper
and go into the TOC simply to keep them up to date. I don't
-actually remember on this day him saying that he was going to
the TOC.

Q. And you do not recall a jeep being there, an MP
jeep, perhaps?

A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. ' ‘What's the next thing that you recall? I believe,

by process of deduction, and physical evidence, technical evi-
dence, in that the aircraft would have required some fuel, could
you fix a time that this might have occurred?

A, Assumlng, sir, that we took off somewhere in the
time frame of 0630 in the morning, we would have needed fuel
some time in the time frame of 0830. I could not pin down the
exact time.

Q. I understand, all right.
A, There is a conversation on pages 14 and 15 between
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the Shark 6 pilot and Coyote 6, and also Coyote 3 got into this
conversation. I believe at this time Coyote 3 was at the TOC.
In other words he would have been in the same physical location
as Coyote 65. ©Shark 6's question in his mind was that he need-
ed to refuel and rearm. He thought from the tape that he would
have to return to Duc Pho. Or at least this is what I under-
stand from the tape. And Coyote 6 informs him on page 15 that
there is refueling and rearming capability at LZ Dottie.

Q. That's Coyote 3 that informs him of that.

A. Yes, sir. That was Coyote 3.

Q. Do you recall hearing any of this?

A. g I want to say I do, but I'm afraid that what I am

remembering is what is on the tape. I can't say that I do re-
member that. On page 15 there is a statement made and I quote,
"792. Roger. Will do." The person making this statement is
not identified. I was wondering if you had any further infor-
mation on this, sir, as to who 792 is.

Q. No.

A. Do we know the number of the aircraft that was
used for Charlie-Charlie that day?

Q. No.
A The reason I ask is that I wondered if 792 was the

Charlie-Charlie ship? I cannot remember myself if 792 was the
aircraft I was flying that day.

0. Was 792 an aircraft assigned to the 174th?
A, I cannot remember that either, sir.
Q. Does that call mean anything to you at all, or do

you remember any--does it ring any bell, or does it make any
sense to you?

A, No, sir, nothing more than the regular format, of
course our formal callsign would have been Dolphin 792, if that
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was the aircraft number. It is common terminology when you're
‘in a hurry and somebody knows who is talking to simply give
your number. On this particular day working as Charlie-Charlie
our call would not necessarily include those numbers. We would
simply be known as Charlie-Charlie and this would be our radio
call.

Q. Would it have been the same if Colonel BARKER had
not been aboard?

A. If Colonel BARKER had not been aboard the aircraft,
chances are our callsign would have been Dolphin 792 or Possum
123, whatever the numbers would happen to be.

Q. Well, if we assume here that you are, in fact, re-
fueling at this point in time on the tape, you'll notice the
lack of any Coyote 6 transmissions.

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. And the fact that the Sharks are apparently re-
fueling or in the process of refueling. 792 could have been
you inasmuch as Colonel BARKER was not aboard and was still in
- the TOC.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But I recognize that's all assumption.
A. Yes, sir. The reason I ask is I myself quite com-

monly used the phrase, "will do," rather than it is printed in
the statement as "we'll do."

Q. Which could have been possible on the transcription
oxr--
A, (Interposing) This piece of conversation could

very easily have been between two aircraft, the pilots knowing
each other, perhaps on the refueling pad one aircraft, another
élrcraft moved so he could get into this call simply would be,
"will do."

Q. You don't recall any such?
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A. No, sir, I don't. That's why I asked you the
question.

Q. Do you recall, perhaps, at about this tlme, that
this little conversation, "792, will do," any other C&C aircraft
inbound to ‘refuel or in the fuel dump?

A. No, sir, I do not. During the entire period of
that day I cannot remember seeing any other Charlie-Charlie type
aircraft.

Q. We believe that about this time, as far as the time
of the transmission that we're talking about, that it's possible
Mr. COONEY's aircraft arrived in the dump and he was C&C for
Colonel HENDERSON. And perhaps could even have joined you on
the VIP pad awaiting Colonel BARKER's return.

A, It still doesn't ring any bell, sir. On page 16,
reference the call sign Lobe 65, from my testimony yesterday, I
was asked if I recognized a major and I was shown his picture.
I did not recognize the major and still do not. I recognize
this Lobo callsign and I linked to it the major I was thinking
of at the time. The Lobo callsign, 65, was the callsign of

the battalion, I believe it was 4/3 that was headquartered on
an LZ to the west of Dottie. I believe this LZ was LZ Sue, but
I'm not sure of the name, sir.

Q. So you know that Lobo 65 was the TOC of 4/3?

A. I'm almost positive, I may be wrong.
Q. We have reason to believe that the'4/3 did provide

certain services in support of Task Force Barker. In the case
to which you're referring here, the request was for a dustoff,
and according to the way we understand it, Task Force Barker
would have gone to the 4/3 in their request for a dustoff. So
this in fact, what you've indicated, does seem to make sense.

A. ' The major that I did remember, the one I mentioned
yvesterday that smoked the cigars, his callsign was Lobo 3, his
position being S3 of the 4/3. So this would simply clear up
the question that we had yesterday of trying to identify this
major with the cigar. To the best of my knowledge, this
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particular major, Lobo 3, was not involved in this day's opera-
tions. Also on page 16, down at the bottom, a call made by
shark 6 Alpha, I do not remember the call itself, however I do
remember something concerning a bunker and a "dink" located
near a bunker. ,

0. Do you remember anything about the decorations or
the colors? '

A. No, sir, I do not. I noticed that also on the
tape. He was decorated as an ARVN with red scarf, et cetera,
but I do not remember this. @Page 17, this is the spot I spoke
of earlier where the Warlord Alpha lead had thought he found
mortar tubes and in fact they turned out later to be simply
mortar rounds. I don't remember this exact conversation as
taking place.

Q. - Do you recognize that here is the first place that
we see Coyote 6 after a period of absence?

A. Yes, sir.

'Q. If in fact you did refuel in the vicinity of 0830,
what time would you estimate Coyote 6 would have been back
airborne?

A, Assuming that we did not shut down after the re-

-fueling process, we could have been airborne again in 10
minutes knowing for a fact that Coyote 6 did go down to the TOC
- and bring them up to date. This could have been done in a
short period of time. Assuming that we refueled at 0830 we
would have been airborne again approximately 0840 or 0845,
somewhere in this time frame.

Q. If he had spend any time in the TOC and you had
to do any waiting, for 5 or 10 minutes, it could have been
some time a little later?

A, Yes, sir, it could have. If we had shut down the
aircraft it could have been as much as 20 minutes or half an
hour later.

Q, Did you notice on the tape whether or not in the
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background of the callsign, the call is by Coyote 6 here,
whether or not you could detect whether or not you were airborne?

A. No, sir, I don't remember. 1I'd have to listen to
the tape again. If I did listen to the tape I could determine,
I believe, from the sound of the rotor blades, whether he was
airborne or not. Listening to the tape, this would appear on
page 18, where in parenthesis Coyote 6 makes the call and I
quote, "Wait, out.” Listening to the tape it does not sound
the same as his previous conversation or his previous state-
ments. Therefore I don't believe that Coyote 6 actually made
this statement, "Wait, out." I have no idea who made it, I
just wanted to bring out the point that I don't think Coyote 6
made this statement. On page 19, the first call made by one of
the pilots on board the Charlie-Charlie aircraft was made. I
can definitely identify that voice as belonging to Warrant
Officer LIND. There is no doubt in my mind.

Q. Do you recall him making this call?

A. No, sir. I do not recall the actual making of the
call. Sir, I'd like to made a statement in regard to this. It
seems like there was something on the tape that does not follow
exactly the conversation at this particular point in time. 1In
other words there is something more on the tape than what's on
here. Than what's on the transcript. Nothing basic was really
left out, but I had to listen to it twice to pick it up.

Q. I see.

A, I have made a note here also, on page 19, that the
statement made by Coyote 6 to the effect that the ground troops
had, "better hold off on your mortar fire until you get the
dustoff in there, over." This statement rings a bell somehow,
but I'm not positive on this, sir. Page 19 is simply a continu-
ation of the conversation between Warlord Alpha Lead and Coyote
6 and Coyote 65 as to finally determining that these mortar
tubes that they thought they had, actually turned out to be
nothing more than mortar rounds.

Q. Do you recall that?:
A. No, sir, I do not. 2As I stated earlier, all I
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remember is that--something about a mortar was found on that

" hill and that someone, in this case I guess it was the EOD, I

do not remember the EOD exactly, they did come in and blow it.

. I do remember seeing the explosion. This is all I can recall.
On page 21 there is a little bit of confusion here as to co-
ordinates between Coyote 3, Coyote 6, and Warlord Alpha lead.
Something here is very familiar to me. I believe that Mr. LIND
was flying the aircraft at this time. He asked me to write
down these coordinates when we first heard them. That would
have been when Coyote 3 calls Coyote 6 and first gives the co-
ordinates over the air. Now these coordinates were given in
the clear. It seems to me that Mr. LIND asked me to write
down these coordinates. I did with a grease pencil on the wind-
shield of the aircraft. I remember this because a little bit
later Coyote 6 is trying to relay these coordinates to Warlord
Alpha Lead. He has to call back to Coyote 65 to ask him. to say
again the coordinates. It seems to me that I had these coordi-
nates written on my windshield. I was trying to tell Colonel
BARKER on the intercom that I did have these coordinates, and

. he would not have to make his radio call. But I was unable to
notify him of this. And he made his radio call anyway.

. Q. Do you recall where you were or just where the air-
craft was at this point in time?

A. We were trying to identify these coordinates, -sir,
as I recall.

Q. ' With a map?

AL I did not have a map myself. Colonel BARKER did
) have a map. It was standard procedure to carry a map on board.

Qe You don't recall where you were in relation to
- the beach or My Lai (4) or altitude?

A, Our altitude during this entire time, sir, would

be, as I stated before, somewhere between 1,000 and 2,000 feet.

- I'm thinking now, sir, that I mentioned the map, that this map
was in fact handled by another person other than Colonel BARKER.

- And when the first discussion of the coordinates came up, this

" person, whoever he might have been, handed the map to Colonel

" BARKER trying to indicate to Colonel BARKER where these
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coordinates were, their exact location. This is the first time
I've actually remembered someone else being in the aircraft,
but now I'm sure that there was someone else in the aircraft
other than Colonel BARKER, and the normal crew.

Q. Do you remember where Colonel BARKER was sitting?

A. : Yes, sir, where he usually would sit. That would
be on the left side of the aircraft and the furthest left pos-
ition close to the cargo door.

Q. In the hammock seat or jump seat?

A. In the hammock seat. This was standard procedure
to let the commander of his C&C aircraft sit on the left-hand
side of the C&C aircraft partly due to the fact that the air-
craft commander, the more experienced pilot on board, flew the
aircraft from the left-hand side therefore he could coordinate
much better with the colonel when they were flying orbits
around a specific area.

Q. Do you recall sitting in the right seat?

A, Yes, sir, I was sitting in the right seat.
Q. When you looked back, or within this coordinate

business, where was this individual sitting with regard to
Colonel BARKER?

A. He would of had to have been sitting to the colonel's
immediate right since Colonel BARKER did occupy the furthest left
position possible in that seat.

Q. And were you trying to get this individual's atten-
tion? v '
A, This is all very hazy to me right now, sir. Nor-

mally the battalion commander who was flying in the C&C ship
would be the only person who would have an aircraft crewman's
type helmet. Therefore the only communication between him-

self and other members of the crew would simply be by normal
voice means. I do not remember actually talking to this other
individual. However, as I stated earlier, if I had tried to get
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Colonel BARKER's attention, and it seemed to me that I did to
tell him the coordinates, I would of had to turn around in my
gseat and either wave to or shout at this other individual if
Colonel BARKER was busy doing something else as the transcript
indicates that he was.

Q. Do you recall whether or not now this other indi-
vidual might have had a radio of his own?

vA. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Can you picture this 1nd1v1dual in your mind, what
he looked like?

A. No, sir, I can see him sitting there, but I do not
think I could recognize him.

Q. How. about his rank, was he an officer or an en-
listed man? :

A, I don't remember, sir. Circumstances, normally

an officer did not fly with the battalion commander during this
‘C&C type mission. The usual person that would accompany him
would be his sergeant, sometimes a radio operator would accom-
pany the colonel and bring radios with him. However on this
specific day I cannot remember who this other person was. Many
times the colonel would simply fly by himself. Other times,
isolated cases, he would take another officer with him. For
example, he might take up a company commander, take him up for
an aerial recon and show this company commander from the air
exactly what he wanted him to do rather than simply try to tell
him on the ground what he wanted him to do.

Q. Do you recall flying any of those missions for
Colonel BARKER?

A, ~Not offhand, no, sir, I don't.
- Q. We have reason to believe one was flown on the
afternoon of 15 March in which Colonel BARKER took up his com-

 pany commanders, Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES, Captain
RIGGS, perhaps Captain KOTOUC.
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A. No, sir, I do not know specifically what I was
doing on March 15th. I think I probably would have remembered
an incident such as you describe with so many commissioned of-
ficers riding on the aircraft as this was not an every day
occurence.

Q. This individual that you recall working with
Colonel BARKER on the 16th, on the map, on the coordinate busi-
ness, do you remember seeing him before, did you know him?

A. Probably, sir, but as I stated earlier I don't re-
member the specific face of the individual if in fact he was
Colonel BARKER's sergeant. No doubt I had flown him several
times before and also seen him several times before. But I
don't remember who this specific person was.

Q. Do you remember now who Colonel BARKER's sergeant
major was?

A. No, sir. I do not.
Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC?
A. Not by name, sir, I might recognize his face, but

I do not recognize his name.

Q. You were shown Captain KOTOUC's picture in previ-
ous testimony and did not recognize it.

A. Yes, sir, I seem to remember he was a balding--yes,
sir, I did not recognize him at that time. I still do not re-
member the name. I believe I said his face was familiar at
that time, I'm not sure, exactly, what my previous testimony
was. I'd have to see the picture again, sir.

Q. All right, let's go on for now and we'll come
back to that perhaps. You remember here now that the tapes in-
dicates there was some confusion about these coordinates?

A. Yes, sir. The confusion was that the coordinates
given in the direction from the village was southwest. I found

out later that it was not southwest, in fact. Amongst the con-
fusion, I remember earlier writing down the coordinates and
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“trying to tell Colonel BARKER what the coordinates were, a lot
of confusion here. I can't definitely say that I remember the
confusion between whether this was southwest or some other di-
rection from the village.

Q. Those actual coordinates put it to the north of
the village of My Lai (4).

A. Something in there, sir, is very familiar, but I
can't pin it down. Perhaps the problem is, in Vietnam, quite
a bit it's very simple to mistake one spot on the ground for
some other spot and very easy to give wrong coordinages.

Q. These originated from the TOC, where Coyote 3 was.

A. Yes, sir. It seems that Coyote 3 would have had

to receive these coordinates from someone else or not actually
coordinates, maybe the position, and plotted the coordinates
on their map.

Q. The tape indicates he received these from whom?

A. Charlie 6 reports this. Like I say, sir, there is
something very familiar here but I can't pin down whether or
not I actually remember this conversation as to the confusion
as to where these coordinates were.

Q. Do you recognize hearing Charlie 6 giving these
coordinates or trying to give these coordinates to Coyote 6 and
Coyote 3 coming in and Charlie 6 could not give them to Coyote
6?

A. It would have been in this time, sir, that I would
have written these coordinates down on the windshield with a
grease pencil. I do not remember who actually gave the coordi-
nates the first time they were mentioned.

Q. You recall writing some coordinates down?
A, Yes, sir. I'm trying to find a specific spot in
here when reference was made to mortar fire and the person

making the call was wondering where the mortar fire was coming
from. I cannot find it on the transcript at this time. I had
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it--here it is, it's on the top of page 23. The call is from
Sane Drank Delta Mike which I recall their call sign being
Sane Drink instead of Sane Drank. I could be mistaken. In
any case the call from Sane Drank Delta Mike and I quote: "This
is Delta Mike. Do you have somebody firing a mortar here on
the beach. Over." Coyote 6 returns and says: "This is Coyote
6. We have .a mortar down in the beach area. He's going to
fire. I don't think he's fired yet. Over." Delta Mike re-
turns and says: "This is Delta Mike. I spotted two rounds
looks like maybe sixty mike mike in the vicinity of coordinates
742785. Over." 1If possible, sir, I'd like to have a map to
look at these coordinates.

Q. I show you Exhibit MAP-5, 1:50,000 scale, sheet
6739, 742785 are the coordinates.

A, ' Yes, sir, that corresponds to what I recall upon
hearing the tape. I made a note that I remembered seeing these
moxrtar rounds. There was gquite a bit of concern on board the
Charlie-Charlie ship as to where these mortar rounds were coming
from regarding the fact that we were flying in the area and did
not want to fly through the GT line of these mortar rounds.

Q. This would indicate that your position that this
point in time was generally over the beach, generally in the
area of the unit that had gone into the second LZ which was

B/4/3.

A. Yes, sir. ©Now my general recollection here is that
our position at this time would have been between the second LZ
and the beach where the mortar rounds were impacting. As I re-
call I was the one that spotted these mortar rounds. I brought
it both to the attention of Colonel BARKER and Mr. LIND. And
Mr. LIND did a rather sharp move to bring the mortar rounds
- around to the left side of the aircraft where Colonel BARKER
could see them. Now I notice in the tape there is none of this
conversation. However this conversation could have been inside
the aircraft on intercom and therefore it would not be on the
tape. However it seems to me that Coyote 6 would have wanted
to know where these mortar rounds were coming from. In fact he
does make a statement, "Roger, I'll check it out." He then
makes a call to Bravo 6 and asks him if he has begun to fire his
mortars yet. This is the end of the conversation as far as the
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tape is concerned. The next.thing that Coyote 6 says is, "Did
your dustoff come in yet?" I assume he is still talking to
-Bravo 6.

Q. : Bravo 6 you do not see or was not present on the
tape and any conversation from Bravo 6--

A. (Interposing) .No conversation from Bravo 6, sir.

Q. Do you recall Bravo 6 indicating whether or not
his mortars were firing?

A. No, sir, I do not. There's something missing out

of the tape here! This is understandable since the tape was
being run at LZ Dottie which quite possibly would not have been
within FM communication range of Bravo 6 which would clear up
‘that problem. I do remember there was quite a bit of concern
on board the aircraft as to where these mortar rounds were
coming from.

Q. Do you remember how it was reconciled?
A, No, sir. I do not.
Q. You don't remember whether they were coming from

- the mortars or coming from the swift boats?

A. No, sir, I don't remember who was firing the mor-
tar rounds.

- Q. Back just prior to this time there was some con-
versation on the tape with regards to the Sharks indicating
they were getting ready to leave the station. »

- Al Yes, sir. I made also a note, I believe this ap-
peared on page 22. I noticed on the tape in the background it
sounded like a doorgun was firing from the Shark 6 aircraft.
This seemed unusual to me since he was making a statement that
he planned to be leaving the area, that they would be firing
the doorguns. That's what it sounded like to me.

Q. Might it have been the flap or the flap of the
- Yotor blades?
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A, No, sir, I don't believe so, it sounded on a much
hlgher frequency than the flap the rotor blades would make.

Q. Could this firing that you thought you heard
could it have been caused for any other reason that you know of?

A, Yes, sir. It could have simply been the rotor flap
of the aircraft. I don't think I'd be able to make a determin-
ation between the two.

Q. This dustoff request from Coyote 6 to Bravo 6, does
that mean anything to you? Do you recall hearing or remember—
ing--

A, (Interposing) 1I've been trying to think of this
for the last 2 days, sir, as to whether or not I was actually
making that dustoff.

Q. Now this dustoff here, time wise, would have been
the dustoff that he had called for from Lobo 65, approximately
or some time preceding this. Does this seem to fall into place
all right?

A. Could I have a page number to refer to that?

Q. Page 16.

A, Yes, sir, that was the first dustoff, if I'm not
mistaken. :

Q. That's correct.

A. I misunderstood you, then, I was referring to the

second dustoff.

Q. This dustoff on page 16, according to the log, oc-
curred, or the requirement for it occured, during the approximate
period that you could have been refueling. The call originated
from the TOC to Lobo, TOC to TOC. If in fact you were on the
ground at Dottie at this time, you would have heard this, and

the fact that Colonel BARKER did not know whether or not the
dustoff had arrived some time later. We believe the time frame
that this query was going on and the mortar rounds on the beach
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and so on is somewhere shortly after 9 o'clock or 0915, 0920.
It would be conceivable that in the interim period if you did
go to refuel at 0830, 0835, 0915 would not have been an un-
reasonable time for a query as to whether or not the dustoff
had come in especially if your ship had been off station.

A. Yes, sir. I believe as I indicated yesterday, I
did not remember this first dustoff.

0. Which would be entirely plausible inasmuch as
while this occurred while you were off station, perhaps refuel-
ing or perhaps waiting for Colonel BARKER.

A. Yes, sir. This might also indicate that we had

in fact shut down after refueling. If we had not shut down
after refueling, kept the engine running, it was normal pro-
cedure to keep your radios turned down and in most cases
expecting to take off immediately you would, of course, keep
your helmet on, and therefore keeping yourself tuned on the
same frequency that you were on, probably, when you landed.

It is possible some times when you set down, you've been flying
for a long time, your head hurts a little bit from pressure in
-the helmet, you will take a short break and take your helmet
off. However, assuming that we didn't take our helmets off, if
we were still keeping the engine hot, not hearing the transmis-
sion would indicate that we had, in fact, shut down for this
period of time, say between 0830 and 9 o'clock awaiting for
Colonel BARKER.

Q. Or could it have been, if you'll look back on page

- 19, you'll notice the transmission from Dustoff 252 to Coyote
Bravo 6 apparently being on the Bravo or could have been on the
Task Force Barker command net, but also could have been on the
Bravo command frequency. You'll notice just up at the top of
page 19, just prior to this transmission is when the Charlie-
Charlie is involwved 1nd1cat1ng the Sharks are refueling and the
indication that you're going to stay west of the mortar firing
which-~or the demolition of the mortars on 85. So it's entirely
pPossible that even though you were airborne, the dustoff took
Place further to the east of your position and you did not hear
the transmission or Coyote 6 did not hear the transmission of
the dustoff doing in to make the pickup.
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A. Yes, sir, that would sort of indicate that because
I believe that Coyote 6 would remember if he had heard that
transmission.

Q. Okay. I believe we were back over here on page 22
or 23.
A. Yes, sir. I do remember Sane Drank Delta Mike or

Sane Drink Delta Mike, as the case may be, the swift boat, at
any rate, saying that he did have one 81 Mike Mike if you needed
it, Colonel BARKER needed it.

Q. Does the callsign News Boy India 20 mean anything?

A. : No, sir, not on that particular day or any other
particular day. I cannot remember hearing that callsign at all.

Q. It would appear, inasmuch as News Boy India 20
was talking to Sane Drank Delta Mike that it could be an-
other swift boat.

A. Yes, sir, the tape would indicate that. I inferred
that from the tape.

Q. What's the next thing you recall?

A. In my, notes I have reference to a Charlie 81, I

believe it appears on page 25. I was just going to ask who
Charlie 81 was. I do not recall at this time ever hearing

Charlie 81 call sign. :

Q. We think Charlie 81 was the relay statlon at LZ
Uptight, ground to ground relay.

A, Right, sir, I don't remember Charlie 81 at all.
Q. On page 24 the tape indicated some wounded.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, this is the second dustoff.
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A. The second dustoff, the one that Colonel BARKER
made himself with his own Charlie-Charlie aircraft.

0. The journal log indicates this event took place in
the vicinity of 0920, 0925 hours in the morning.

A. I am trying to find that diagram that I showed you
earlier, sir. I seem to have misplaced it.

0. Well, we discussed it earlier and you indicated
an approach to the east and a cyclic turn.

A. ' Yes, sir. In addition, concerning this particular
dustoff, I stated yesterday in my testimony that I remembered
making a dustoff at Ky Ha medevac pad and that the person, the
aircraft commander I was flying with, had flown the aircraft in,
made the approach for the dustoff to the medevac pad and he had
allowed me to fly it out. I stated that I had neglected to run
the throttle back up to operating RPM and attempted to 1lift the
~aircraft to a hover without doing so, as a result the engine
rotor RPM was not sufficient to give us 1lift, therefore the low
RPM warning light and audio came on. The AC, whoever it was,
.grabbed the controls, took them away from me and--simply a mis-
take on my part. Also I recall this same instance, whether it
was the day, March 16 or not, I do link it with the same time
that I did pull pitch accidentally. I remember th