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ClMP llAOIWJ, GE!!lWIY 

20 June 1946 

MOBl!ING SllSSIOJI 

(Whereupon the Oo~t reconvened at 0830 houre.) 

PRESIDENT& Tpke aeate. The Court will come to order. 

PROSE0UTI0lh If the Court please. let tho record show 

tha.t all members of the court, all members of the Proaecution,Witb 

the exception of Lt. Col. Ore.vford who 1a aboent on buuinen of the 

Prosecution,· and Capt. Byrnea, who baa been exoueed by order of the 

Commanding General, all · members of the Defense, a.11 the defendant•, 

and the reporter are present. 

DE&'ENSE C0UNSEL1 · The Defense recoll1 Dietrich Ziemaeen. 

You are rGminded you c.re atill under oath. 

(Whereupon the ' witne1e, Dietrich ZIEMS.SEN resumed· the 

•tand.) 

PR0SJ:OUTI0N: If the Court please, I don't believe the 

atatement 1 
11 the vi tneai 1 o reminded he is still under oath", wae 

translated, waa 1 ti 

DEl'DSJC OetmS:mLI Yea. 

PBESIDEET 1 !l'hat atatement should alwa.JB be Ude bf th, 

Pro1ecutiou. 

DIB.EC'r ~HA'rlOB', continued 

Q.1Jll:STIOHS llf DDi:!ISll COUNSEL (Dr, IWJ) I 

Q, .Are there doaumenh about the tact that !lroop1 were in-

structed about tr1atmsnt o; prl1oner1 of Var, according to regul.,. 

tiona oi' the Geneva Convention! 

J. It va, ordered that eTer7 time when a eoldier vaa instruct-

ed a1 to the treatment o~ prilonera of war for the first time thh
I 

vaa 1hovn in hi I personal-in W.1 file. 

(Zlomuon - diroot) 



Q. Did the divilion also receive order, ao to the treatcent of 

the ciTilian population? 

A Bo order, vere iBBued concerning the treatt:ent of the civil• 

ian populo.tion. But it said in the operational. order that armed re-

1ietence was to be e~ected froc tho civilian populQtion in Belg~\U!l· 

Q. \that in1truct1on1 wero given for thia purpose? 

A There vere no specific instruotiona. • 

Q. \faa said anything about how thh reehtenoe of the c.iT'Uian 

population was to be broken? 

A Without any reference to the civilian popul9:t1oc., it wae 

ordered that every opponent vho vould preaent himeolf vaa to be at­

tacked and the reaiotence vaa to bo broken. 

Q Waa this order al.ea read to the troop1f 

A In the Divieional. order, which va1 1aaued by the let SS 

Panzer Regiment and publiahed to ita unite it aaid,after the enemy 

uni ta ware listed, armed relilietence of the civilian population ie 

to be expected. 

IIB., RlU, I aek to repeat the question, einco obviou~l7 

a mi1take in the tranolation occurred. Repeat your anever, plea11. 

A In the D:!.v~11onal order it aaid, beeidea enency" unite,the., 

American units which were l11ted in thia order-'-it said that 7ou 

have to . count on armed reaiatenoe of the ciTilian population, 

Q. Did the Divilion iuue &Df order vith reference to the 

avti.0Uati1,n ot prieonera ot wart 

.A. In. the aat:1e order it an.id the priooner1 of var are to be· 

taken back on empty- oonT071 to the 8\JPP17 atationa• 

.A. Bo; nothing elH, 

Q. Hov long have 7ou been Vi th tho Divioion at that timef 

J. I nain that d.!viaion until the 2lat ot December, in the 

evening; then I n1 wounded. 

Q Wa.1 the aocued Dietrich With the dhi•ion at that tin I ,. 



Q General Dietrich va, at the c.P. of the Divhion on the 

15th of December in the nftornoon :f'G!" a abort vhilel 

~ What did be do there? 

A He a1ked how far the 41"f1sion waa in the preparation•, a1ked 

if the communication With the home unitl in tba o.11ambl7 area--~aked 

if there vae o. communication with their own units in the a1sembl7 

area. 

Q · Did they give any order• or inatructionz with reference to 

the treatment of prhonera of war ~r of tho civilian population? 

A 1io. 

Row many priaonere did the division take during thf time 

7ou nre theref 

A During the time from the 16th to the 22nd of December, the 

divieion took more than o. thousand priaonera of war. 

Q What happened to thoae prhonera of var, if :you knovt 

A I, 111•olf, saw in the till'..e from the 16th to the 2l1t of 

December o.bout eight hundred pr11i>ne:re of war on their way-oorreo­

tion1 on my va:y from Btadtlcyll to Engoladorf• 'rho1e prhonura of . 

var were taken be.ck partly on foot, partly on ci,nvoya. ~ice I 

peraonally ordered the eatablillbm.ent of a oolleoting point. 'rhat wa1 

in .Am.el and in the foraet near Kaiaerbaracke. 

Q Did 7ou tell ua all that you peraonal.ly aawt Did you tell 

everythi12& that you aaw, p1raonall7l 

A At the time I aJ.ao found out whertt thooe prhonera came frlL' 

Part of them vero taken b7 the oomb&t tr.oup1 Ranaenn and p&rt of tti.m 

were taken by the com.b8t group 11Paiper 11 • 

-~ 

Q . Have you been interrogated by Pro1ecut10n counael duri11g 

the laat timet 

A I va• lnterrogattld nine timea b~ NI. interrogation officer 

of the Pr~1eou.t1.on.. 

Q What did he tell 70;1 with reference to how ca~ prie,ner1 

vere· taken by- the d.1rl1i0nt 

http:Pr~1eou.t1.on
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A I waa told that l-0 of the divhion of Oberaturmfuebror 

Walther had. atated that he only aav two pria~nera of war whom ·he 

personally interrogated, 

Q. Were you told that thia Oberaturmfuehrer Walther we.a in 

D:i.ohaul 

A Yoe, 

Did you ee.a him in Dachaul 

A No. 

Q. Did you volunteer for -being a witneatl 

A Towards the end of April I ma.de a written application to 

be used as a wi tnesa and on the balia of thia application I became a 

witneaa, so tbi Proaecution used me-on th9 bast.a of this application 

the Prosecution called me for interrogation. 

Q. As a front l ~ne soldier, did you Cl8ko o.ny o)Jeervat1on as to 

deecriptione of incidents on the front linel 

A I am eorey, I do not understand, 

Q. As a front line soldier, did you have BJl7 nperien'ce in 

reference to incident. which are connected with the combat on the 

front lineal 

A Yea. 

LAW MEMBD.a Well, now, what time and what place~ I mean 

aa far aa counsel is concerned, what time aDd wbat place in connec,.,, 

tion with thia Eitel offenaivet 

Q. In coonectiam with the Xifel offenaive, and the offenaive 

in the Ardcmneal 

A I found out that all the reports referring to incident• 

on the front line_, or c~mbat reporta, were v~ey unreliable, eepecial... 

1:, du.ring the . laat time of the war. And therefore 1 only believed 

in what I m;yaelf saw. 

tt J.t that time vhe'n you were wounde d, where did you got
1

A 22nd of Decemb11r. I CUle to the aid station of the Divi•-

inn 1~ Montan.au. 

http:Montan.au


Q, At that time vere you confronted with voundAd American 

eoldierel 

CAPT • . SHOMA.CKERt I object to the question as leading. 

PlUCSIDlimT1 Objection auetained. ,, 
Q. The soldier& 'Who were--the sold1ere who were at tbia aid 

station, of which nationali t:r were they? 

A They werfl soldiers of the 6th Panzer Army. Furthermore, 

wounded captured American eoldiero and aomo c1viliana vho had been 

'Wounded through artillery fi:-c in that vicinity. I saw in thh place 

more than 20 wounded Amerlc~ eoldhro. 

Didn1 t you also ato.te that you saw p~ieo~er1 of war at au! 

A Yee. I altogether saw--no, I mean in this place more than 

20 wounded soldier1. 

LAW MDlBJ:Rfi Counsel will please wait until the quution 

has been translated. Thie is the lnat time I can tell counsel that. 

m:FEl!SE COUl1SEL (Mr. Waltera)I I think that should bo 

translated. I don't think Dr. Rau understood. 

LJ.W MEMBER: Yes, he waved hie head. He underotOod it 

all right, 

Q. There were only wounded pri,~nera o_f war? 

A Yea, wounded prieonere of war were taken there in our own 

ambulances and were treated there according to the turn they had 

arri'Ved, together vi th our own wound•d aoldier1. 

Q. 'tfere there also civilianal 

A Yea. "There were some civiliane, but very few, llince there 

was come artillery fire in t.he vicinity and the civilians bad been 

brought from the village in the vioini t:,. 

,. 



· J.!R. WALTEnS: May it please the Court,, my attention 

has been called to the fact that' it Ytno "American artillery 

fire 11 and .that was not translated that Tmy. 

INTERPRETER CHLOSTA: American artillery fire. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. RAU) 1 

Q Did you roceive tho book by W.chael Prattdin, 

11 Taching:is-Chan and his Legacy"? 

A Yes, . I received a book about :XSchincis-Chan by 

Prawdin. 

Q When did you receive this book? 

A I can I t remember the exact time . I believe it lt'BS 

in 1936. 

Q '\Tho sent you this book? 

A 'Ibis book was 'sent 'to u~ by the office of the 

Reichsfuhrer--SS. 

Q What do you mean by 11us 11 ? 

A This book was sent to officers. 

Q What was the purpose of this? 

A .This book shOi'l's the character or Tschingis-Chan 

and his means of pOITer and the possibility that Asia can be 

organi~ed for combat against Europe. 

Q Did it say anything in this book of Tschingis- Chan 

aboutJ t .he ~ghting attitude and the fighting morals or the SS 

on tho occasion of the offensive in the ·Ei.!'el and in the Ardennes 

Offensive? 

LAW mmER: That question is decidedly out of order. 

It has no place in this trial at all. It •1~ most obvious and 

Will not be tolerated by the Court ae;nin. 

DR. RAU: I am or the Bllnlo opinion but the reatter 

was broue;ht up by ·tho Prosecution. I am finished. 



• • 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may croBs examine. 

CROSS EXAJ.!IllATIOll 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIO!I (CAPTAIN SHUllACKER)s 

Q How old are you, Ziemssen? 

A 34 years old. 

Q When did you join the J!azi Party? 

A 1935 • 

Q In other words, you did not join the Party until 

after you got into the SS? 

A I joined the 1'/affen SS in 1934 and I joined the 

Pory in 1935. 

Q There was nO warren SS in 1934, was there? 

A The name was commonly used at that time but there 

were some~units that later on were transferred to the Waffen 

ss. 

Q As a matter of fact, there was no yratren SS in 193~, 

was there? Was there any organizaticin in Germany lmmm as tho 

1'/affen SS in 19347 

A No, the designation at that time did not exist. 

Q As a matt·er of fact, the organization that you 

belonged to was a police force, a security force for the Nazi 

Party, was it not? 

A ' I never received any police training. 

Q Will you· answer the question, please? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you please read the ques ti~n, Mj_ss Repoi:ter? 

(Whereupon t r e question was read by the repor~er as 

follOWB: 



•• 

11 As a matter of fact, the organization that you 
belonged to was a, police force, a . security force for 
the Nazi Party, was it not? 11 ) 

A It was not a police organization but it was a unit 

about .. the use or mtl.ch nothing was said at that time. 

Q Do you mean that the purpose for which this organiza-

tion was used was secret? 

A No, 

Q Do you mean the use t o which the organization was 

put was not generally kncnm? 

A I ~ was not generally lmo;m because the units at 

that time were very small and ohly very few peopl e knew about 

our existence at all. 

Q Is it ~ seer.et nO'IT? 

A Uo. 

Q \'!hat were they used ror", 
A They were trainad in order to be put into action in 

case ·or a war. 

Q Thal. was in 1934? 

A We received our traininc in 1934 in t _he same manner 

as the units of ~ army. 

Q You had been in the warren SS ever s ince? 

A For one year I waa detailed to the Rcic?3fuhrung SS. 

The other time I always was with tho unit command. 

Q You mean Hir.anler•s headqua.rters. That is what you 

a1·e talking aboutJ is it not? 

A No, I ,1as .not in Himmler 1s headqua~ters but in an 

office which belonged to the Reichai'Uhrung . 

Q That was the central headquarters or the SS? 

A '.,l'hat was the main office for race and settl.c!ment 

at.fairs, one out or severnl main offices. 



• • 

• 

' . 

Q You say you went to the I.SSAH in September 1934, 

is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q From 1940 to 1943 you were with the Vild.ng Division? 

A Yea , I was Tri.th the Viking Division. 

Q Participated with the Vild.ng Division in the campaigns 

in Poland and Russia? Strike that - Campaign in Russia., not 

Poland? 

>. 1Yes, I participated in the campaign in Russia With 

the Viking Division. 

Q That was likarrise an SS Division? 

A Yes, 'that was also a division of tho \'{ai'fen _ss. 

Q With that division, were yOU charged with the re-

sponsibility of plans and training? 

A I was regimental adjutant and batt.alion com::nander 

with the Viking Division. At that time I had nothing to do with 

the plans of the division. 

Q Are .YOU familiar w-lth the thousands of prisoners of 

mu- and the thousands of civilians that \fare murdered by the 

Viking Dl.,yision? 

A No, I don 1t know anything about that. 

Q Do you deny i~? 

>. The Viking Division did not murder thousands of 

priscmers and civi1ians. 

Q Only hundreds, 1Tas it? 

MR. STRONG: Objection, if it plca1JeB the Court. 

Thia question seems to have no bearing on the issues that were 

broucht out on direct examination. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is ouatained. 



QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER): 

Q You say that the LSSAH, prior to the Eifel Offensive, 

conducted a training progrnm relative to the treatment of 

prisoners of war? 

• 

A In· the beginning of the time or training of the 

division in Westfalin, elementary orders and instructions 

were issued lTith reference to the training; and in this order 1t 

also said that the troops were to be instructed about their at­

titude during the war and regulations according to tho law in \·rar • 

•• Q In other words, there is no question but ,1hat all the 

troops in your division of tho LSSAH had full and ample instructions 

on provisions of the Geneva Convention as apply to prisoners of war? 

A In order to be sure that avery man was instructed, it 

was ordered that. Strike that. It was expressly ordered at that' 

time because many y~g men came into the divi_sion. and that they 

would receive those instructions. . 

• Q You s til~ have not answered·my question. Are you 

• sure that every man in your division received instructions rela­

tive to the treatment of prisoners or :mr as provided by the 

Geneva Convention? 

A I cannot say that for every single man in my division. 

Q Did you no~ say on direct examination that ·you not 

only conducted this training progr~ but you checked to see if 

tho instructions hod been carried out? 

A Among other things, I was ordered by the commander 

or the division to supervise the performance or the orders with 

reference to the training. 

Q Well, you checked them to aee if they were carried 

out, did you not? 



A (Speaking 1n German Language) - -

Q (Interrupting) Can you not an!lwer that question Yes 

or nO? 

A Yes. 

Q Thank yw. What wns the reeul t of your check? 

A As the result or my check I found out that the men 

in the units were instructed antl trained according to the regula­

tions which the units had received. 

Q That ~s, all units in your division7 

A All ll\Y units 1n the division. 

Q '!bat includes these men sitting over here in the. 

prisoners' dock from the 1st Panzer Regiment? 

A The training was especially correct in the 1st 

Panzer Regiment. 

Q You at that time were 0-3 1n the division? 

A ;es. 
Q Of course, you l'rere thoroughly familiar with the 

provisions of the Geneva Convention . as apply to prisoners of 

war? 

A I kncm tho regulations. 

Q How does it read? 

A The prisoner is to be treated decently. He is only 

obliged to give his name, rank and serial number in case of his 

capture. 'I'h.en he is to be removed from the fighting area. He has 

a claim on regular maintenance, if it is necessary, also medical 

treatment. Hi.a private belongings are to be left on him • 
• 

•Q Is he' supposed to carry ammunition, for example, 

!rom an 8.JJDDWlition dump to a te.nk or artillery base for the 

enemy while combat is going on or whether combat 1a going on or 

not? 



A As soon ao po;eible he is to be removed from the 

fighting area. 

Q I ~d not ask you that, did I? I asked you if a 

prisoner of war was supposed to carry ammunition from a supply 

duinp to a tank or artillery bnoe during combat? 

A Nothing is said about that 1n the regulation. 

•• 
Q Ycu mean there is nothing in the regulation .that 

prisoners of war cannot be used for duties connected 1'1ith 

combat wit~ the enemy? 

A Yes, it says there that the prisoners of war are not 

to be used in combat. 

Q Do you think carryinr. anmuniticn to an ar~llery base 

~s a combat operation? 

A It is a support of the combat. 

Q l'fell, would you say that that is permitted under the 

Oeneva Conveniion? 

A No, it is not 'perndtted. 

Q i'lhat about prisoners 'carrying the wOU11ded or the 

capturing force under artillery fire? Do you thinlj" that is 

permitted under the Geneva Convention? 

A No., it is not permitted. 

Q Do .you think forcing prisone11s or war to dig slit 

trenches or i:ax.holes for the capturing force is permitted under 

the Geneva Convention? 

A . No., that is not permitted either. 

Q Were your offioers.,especial.ly in the 1st. SS Panzer 

Regiment, well "trained in the regulations or the Geneva Convention? 

A They were instructed ab011t the. Geneva C_onvention. 

Q \Y"ere they well trained? 

http:offioers.,especial.ly


A I already said before that the 1st Panzer 

Regiment was trained especially correct and especially well. 

Q Did you say that they ,rere well trained, the officers 

in the let Panzer Regiment? 

A Yes, they were well trained. 

Q Part of Skorzeny's group was committed with your 

division, was it not? 

A Yes. 

Q They were likewise well trained in the principles 

and provisions of the Geneva Convention, were they not? 

UR. STROHO: Objection. There has been nothing 

about the training of troops· af Skorzeny brought out in · 

direct examination from this witness. This witness testified 

about the lat Panzer Division ond not about afay other units. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I would like to ·be heard on 

this question, if the Court please, This witness has testified 

that pa\'"t of Sko1·zeny1 s grOUps was committed with the division. 

Furthermore, to test this witness• credibility, I have .o. right, 

I believe, to go intO this matter. 

<1 Jam. STRONG: May I say something further? This 

. wi.'tnes8 has · testified ·that the group Skorzeny was. attached . to 

t~ 1st Panzer Division immediately prior to the ofi'ensivr• 

The trainina courses abOllt vrhioh this witness speaks have been 

held :!or quite some time before. Therefore, there is no time 

for coITelation between the training courses given tO the 

ordinary members of the Leibstandarte and a.'1j"thing which might 

have happened to the Oroup'DSkorzeny • 

CAPTAIU SHllJ.!A.CKER; The qu.es tion was - I asked 

this witness ii" he knew whether Skorzeny1s troops had been 

trained. 



PRESIDEUT: The objection is overruled. 

LAW UE1tBER: That question should be ansNered Yes 

or no. 

CAPTAIN SHUlJACKER: Does the witness recall the 

question? 

THE WITNESS: No, 

CAPTAIN SllUl.L\CKER: Will you please read the 

question, Mi~s ReP.orter? 

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter as 

follcr,,s: 

11 They were likewise well trained in the principles 
and provisions of the Geneva Convention, ·were th6y not? 11 } 

THE VIITIIESS; On tho 15th of D0 cembor 1944 I met tho 

gentlemen of the group of Skorzeny for the first time. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAP'.Il\IN SHUIIACKER): 

Q In other words, .you do not lmow whether they were 

trained or not in ,these matters, is that correct? 

A No, I don 1t lmow that. 

Q On direct examination you related a conference that 

took place betweCll the accused Peiper and yourself in which th;·· 

question was dis~ussed as to who in the Panz"r Regfn!ent w~d 

be in charge of guarding and evacuating prisoners ,or war. 

A There w~ an. 'exercise which wns conducted by 

Colonel Peiper for the officers or his regiment. 

UR. STRONG: Correction. May it please the Court, 

the words 11sand table conference" would be b'etter. 

THE WITIIESS: (Continuing) At this sand tablo 
' . ' 

exercise it was demanded that a Panzer Unit had to advance very 

fast and that the vehicles had to remain together.
I 



•• 

Q I just asked you i! you testified on that subject on 

direct examination? 

A Yes. 

Q And you ·also testified on direct examination that the 

conclusion or the decision reached was ~hat the guarding and evacua­

tion or prisoners of war taken by such a wdt ae Peiper Is would be 

handled by the crews of the lmocked out tani:e? 

A I stated, when the matter of guarding prisoners of war 

\ms brought up, Col. Peiper recommendod that in the first pl.ace 

personnel of knocked out tanks had to take over the guarding ot 

the prisoners or lfflr. 'fhat doesn•t include the ev;acuation • 

. Q In other words, the crews of the lmocked out tanks were 

just to stay at the place where the prisoners were taken and guard 

them there, is that right? ca.nit you anawer that yea or no? 

A Yes. 

·Q Th~ you. So ~here is quite a different operation be-

tween the taking or capturing or prisoners of war and evacuating 

them, is there not? • 

A The evacuation had to be done by other people. -

Q Well, I say it ·ie a different operation nl.togeth:ir? 

A Yea, there is a difference. 

Q so the taking of prisoners and the evacuating or prisoners 

to a collection point are two different and separate things? 

A Yes. 

Q In the Divisional oper.itional order you say that the task 

of evacuating prisoners of war was to be .taken over by the Panzer 

Grenadier Unit and the Reconnaieance Units? Is that what you 

testified to on direct examination7, 

A That is not correct, like this, 

Q Ylhat did ;you tooti!;r to? 

(Zio111Soon - Crose) • 
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A It is a duty of the Panzer Grenadiers to take over the 

prisoners who had been taken by the Panzer Unit8 and the Recon-

. naiaance Unite. 

Q That order went to Peiper? 

A Yes. 

Q On what date did you go along the route of march from 

stadtkyll to Engolsdorf? 

A I left the area or Schmidtheim, on the 16th in the evening 

and arrived in Engelsdorf on the 19th_, in the afternoon. 

Q Vlill you state your route_or march by nrunes of to,ms? 

A Yes. Corr.ms.nd Post of the Olvision on the 16th, in the 
south of schmidthei.m. I went to the positions on the Tiest wall 

on the 16th, on the way from stadtkyll to Losheim, on the 16th, at 

night, in tho Comnand Poot of the Ol.vioion in Hallschlag. on the 

17th I remained at Hallsohlag. Several times I went on the road 

from Hallischlag to Looheim. During the night £ran tho l'lth to the 

18th I was on the road from Hallschlag to Loshsim. Cn the morning 

of the 18th I went across Loeheim - the Loshsim ditch, in south­

western direction, and in one locality there I mat Oberfuehrer 

Mahnke again llho had gone ahead; I gueoa the name of the place was 

Uanderfeld; on the lath at noon to Hons:f'eld; on the 18th I put 

tho blocking in Honsfeld ...1de. During the night from the 18th' 

to the 19th I was 1n the Command Poet or the Di.vision to the South 

.ot Honsfcld. In the morning or the 19th, from Honsfcld through 

the toreot in a Southwestern direction to Amel; from AJml on the 

:road to Engeladori', and there I arrived in the afternoon o!' the ~9th. 

·Q Did you go through Buollingen? 

A No. 

Q Did you pass the Croes-roads about three kilometera North 

o! Engelslorf? 

A No, I was not North from Engeladorf. 

(Ziewusen - eroel ) 
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Ta-2ll 
sh-3 · 

Q . Was the Division C.P. in .Engeledorr when you got this 

order to investigate the murder of American prisooere of mr that 

allegedly took place South or l!a.l.med,y? 

A I doot.t understand the question as to the report;. 

Q I will rephrase the question. Perhaps it wasnit clear. 

Was the C.P. or the let SS Panzer Division located in th~ town of 

Engeledor! when you received an order to investigate an alleged 

murder or American prisoners of war? 

A I did not receive such an order. 

Q Did you ever hear of such an order? 

A No. 

Q Vlhen was the first . time you heard anything about prisoners 

of war allegedly being kille~ b~ units under your Division? 

A In August :,_945, from the 11stars and stripee 11 • 

Q That is tho first time you hoard anything about it? , 

A Yes. 

Q You never heard about it over the radio Or from any other 

source? 

A No. 

Q And your Division made no investigation and ma.de no report. 

to the let Corps about any priecaera oi war being murdered during 

this offensive., did it? 

IEFENSE (l!R. STRO~'ll): Objection. This wltnoos has tssti­

.tiod that ho was wounded on Decenber 21., 1944. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUI/ACKER): V/o object to counsel• a -

through the 8.rgument - tolling this witness what to . say. Just let 

him ans1¥8r the question., whether ho 1&.ows it or not. 

LAW' MEMBER I This "1.tne::is ma.;y know. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. Sl!Ul!ACKER): Now, will you please read 
,)

tho quootion (to tho reporter)? 

(Ziemsson - Cross) 



(Ylbereupon the reporter read the last question by ,th; Prosecu.­

tion,) 

QUESTIONS BY PRCSECUTION ( CAPT·, SHU1!ACKER) : '•'.... 
·A I cannot say this, since I was away from the -~"-:'1~i on t~r 

a rather long period of time. :-..: ; 
··:.. ... 

Q You were 'in Eng&lsdorf on the 19th, v,ere you not?·· ··-·~·-· .• 

A I arrived in Engelsdorf in the afternoon of tho 19th. 

Q How long did you stay there?, 

A Until I was wounded on the 2ist. 

Q You were with the Headquarters there then until the 21st 

of_I»cembe'r ,- i ~ that right? 

A Yee, "Yd.th the exception of the afternoon of the 2oth. In 

the afternoon of the 2oth I was in Recht. 

Q You didn •t go to Wanna, did you? .. . 
A No,; I ..vra.s not in \Vanne., 

Q And wh~t ti;m' were you wowided on the, 2ls~?: 

A ln~~e: ~~~ofth.e2lst. .:. . ·1;.·<. :. 'fl. 

Q of your Divlsi~n -urit:il:th~·· eVB'iu.'os 
. . ·:· .• ··...:.\"" :· ··· . 

of the 21st, is that right? . =•. -~ ·.) ·:·.'} .. •, . • 

A • Y!B• ~ '. ~ :- :.. ·\: "'-''. --:· ·.:...:: 

Q How lOng wi,re ' you incapacitated as a re,au1t · o.r ,}f?1r.,··~~~d_? ••• 

A Unt~ t he middle of February, . . 
·. ..Q And then you returned to your DiviSion? 

.: .. 
A Then the Division .:Ue transferred t'o H~ary. 

• Q I asked you if you returned to your Division? 

A Yea, 

Q Y/hen you returned to your -Division, did you resWIJ!' ;ygur 

fc;,nr.:ir duties as G-.'.3 , Qr in German 1-A? 

A Yes. 

Q And after you returned,you heard nothing about this alleged 

(Zie111Ss~n - Cross} 



murder ot American pri~pners of war committed by units under your 

Di.viilion ,during thi~ ~f'f'ensi~? . 

·.NO, I . !ild :not ·~ear ~ything abo~ it. 
. : . . . ·: . 

z18~13en, do ·you suffer with i.nt.eraiitton't ~ttacks ot 

wmiesia? 

IEFENSE (DR, WIELAND): I object to that _question, A 

s~lar '"'~U8ation ,ms refused already some time ago. 

PRffiECUTION (CAPT, SHU¥,\CKER): I will nake it very 

competent and very relevant in about the next question, if the 

• Court please • 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. a 
QUi:STIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): 

Q . And what v,ae your answer? 

A Ii' ! _understand correctly, I wa.a ~eked whet,her ~r ·not I 

yms ~~faring from ~esia. 

Q No, not if you are aurfering;· but. i~ ~1:1 ~~<·.:;,ili:rO_~._from 
1ihte~mittent·:~ttac~e of it? :: I will rePh;&~e- th~:- ci~-irt.1bh'- s~-- t~ere 

· ..-,·::·.-=:·:::~-,--~'..'.~: '·:. · .... (-i:- .. ,: -·;···-~:::·:·t:-.,.-'.· . 
.. WOil't~l?eJ i.n,y: doubt as to· the witness unde:;-stindin'g What ,J; ·'.100·~. ·· ···:.;.,·/ .' <.·.~.. -~ -- . ~\ ..· . ·.... ·.~--~.:.:-.·:·~,y;;.::·:-:.~·;::-··>". ' 

As a •result of the wounds you received; or any other cause 

~J t :~d -~~~ o~:a_re -.~l'Ore ~~casio~s ~en ·; ~/~ 4 ;;: ::i+~e~ely 

·. ralls_·:you'/ . · 

A No~ 
Q About three weeks ago you were interrogatod every dayJ 

were you not., by Mr. Thon sitting here., as to the contents of the 

operational order and the order or the day you receiwd from the 

Army prior to this offensive., is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And you told Mr,Thon every day !or days ·• !ive days in a 

~" - tha.t you could not remomber the contents o'l: either 0110 o! 

thoso orders., did you not? 

(Ziomssen - Cross) " 
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A This representation ia not correct. 

Q Did you tell him what the contents of those orders \\-ere? 

Can•t you answer that? 

A I repeatedly told the contents of the order or the day or 

the Army, and I alee gave the contents of this o~er in the presence 

ot Lt. Col. Ellis. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUJ.!ACKER): Juet a minute •••it doeon•t 

seem to me trult all thnt answer was translated. 

DEFENSE: l,Ul.y it please the Court, let the witness answer 

£he question. 

PROSECUTION (CAPTL SHUUACKER) : I am just anx:l.ous, Col, 

Everett, that that is ane,rered and gets into the record. They say 

that the entire answer was translated, so I apologize. 

A •••• on Frida;r the loth. 

IlllFENSE /!JR. STRONG: I believe the last answer or the 

v?-t~~.~ has not been completely transle.ted. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUt!ACKER):;, ,, \ 

' Q So ,you say that the first day you were talked .to Y0u told 

the " contents or the Army order or tho dny and the operational order 

to Ur. Thon? 

A No; I did not say that. 

Q On which or the interrogations did you tell him the contenta 

or the operational ordDr and the orclDr q r tho day? 

A I ns interrogated ninD daya, partly all day long, and in 

the courssof these nine, days, and I gave Mr. Thon the contents of the 

order of th1;1 .,.,day of the Army, hOlf I could remember and how I stated 

it to thie Court repeatedl:;r. 

Q Did ;rou toll him the contents of this Army order of the da;r 

the first day hD interrogated you?, can 1t you anower that yee or no? 

A I alread;r gave ~ part '8! the ardor or the da7 of the Arrey 
(Ziemssen - Cro98)

• 



• • 

o~ the .first day of the interrogation. 

Q • Di.ctn 1t you say tha~ you heard about this case and volunteered 

.as a witness? 

A I said to Ur. Thon that I was here atf a witness, art?r I 

had read in the newspaper that this trial was to be started. 

Q That was before you came to ,Dachau. \'/ere you here when 

you read about it in the paper? Can•t you anower th11t yes or no? 

PRESIDENT: Just a minute . .. The interpreter will direct 

the witness to answer 11 yes 11 or 11 nou to direct questions • 

(Vlhereupoµ the interpreter did as directed.) 

A Yes. I read the newspaper here in ~chau. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUl!ACKER): If tha Court pleaae , I 

have so many matters to take up••• 

PRESIIENT: Th• Court will rec••• until lOJO poura, 

(Whereupon at 1000 hours the court recessed.) 

•• 
' 

( Ziemmaen - cross) 

,,· 
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(Whereupon tho Court reconvened at l0J0 hours.) 

PRESIDENT1 Court will come .,to ~der 4 

PROSECUTION: If the Court pleas'3, let the r'3oord show that 

.all tha menbers of the Prosecution with tho exception or Lieutenllllt 

Colonel Crawford, absent on business 0£ the Prosecution and Captain 

B;yTne excused by verbal order of tffi Commanding General, all the m1mbers 

of the Dafense with the exception of Mt". Strong, Dr. Pfister and Dr• 

Leiline:, aQsent on businoss of tha Defense, all the defendants and the 

reporter are present. 

DEF.ENSEt The Defemie recalls Lieute'::lWlt Colonel Dietric•h 

Ziem.ssen. 

DIErRICH zm&EN, a witness for the Defense resumed the stand 

md testified as followa1 

(Whereupon the questions, ans11era and othel' proceedings 
I 

were interpreted to the German coun~el. and the accused.) 

CAPTAIN Sl!UldACKER1 Tho witness ie reminded that ho is stHl 

under oath. 

WITNESS: Yes. 

• C_RCSS Elu\l!Dl!'TION 

(!L'ESTIONS BY PROSECUTJDM (Capt Shwnacker)(Conttd)t 

Q Is it true or not Ziemsaen that when you uere first interrogated 

here at Dachau by ur. Thon, you told him yo\l needed tim to remember the 

contents of tho Army order of the day issued for this ·offensive? . \ . 
A Yea. 

Q So you w~re unable to ran ember the oo~tents of the order the 

first tiioo you were inta1·!'0gated? 

A I could not state it without JI\Y turther thinking upon the 

first question. 

~ Prior iD yo~ being interrogated, had you not sent a note to 

someone volunterring as a witnecs in this case? 

A Yea. 



Q To volunteer as a witness in thio caoe you of cours e had to 

knO'ltthe i zsues at stake, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q When you volunteered as a 'flitness what did you plon to teati.Jy 

to? 

A I vtanted to appear as a witneseto the facts, as it appeared to 
1 

•• 

me that the inc:idonte aa they rtere described in thi;, paper wera not properly 

described. 

Q V/ere you prsaent a t the cross:i:-oade south or Ellgalsdorf between 

lt00 and 2100 o'clock the ,efternoon or 17 December 1944? 

A No, 

Q Do you know of your own knowledge what happened there~ 

A Uo. 

Q Were you present in Engelsdorf on the afternoon or 17 DecembOT? 

A Mo• 

Q Do y~u know of your mm lmowledge what happened there? 

A 110. 

Q Ytere you in the town or Wanna Belgium on the 20t,h of December 

• l9h4? 

• A No• 

Q Wero you over in Potit Thier during· this offonoivo? 

A No• 

· Q \'fore you eveI' in Lutre Vais in the vicinity of Bastogne during 

this oil'oneive? 

A Noe 

Q When you volun.~eered as a v,itness, you didn't plan to testify as 

to any ~ac'ts that took place at thesa places I ha"le mentioned, did 7ou? 

A I oM.not testify to anithiug that h.lppened in those towns. 
,, 

Q So tho only thing ls.ft i'or you to testify to was about orders 

that had been issued, is tM;t not correct? 

A Yes. 

180:, 
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//212 A,nd dospito that fact, when you were i.'irst inter ro3ated
c-20~3 • 

by Ur. Thon, then you couldn•t remember the contents. of the ordet'? 

A Yao. 

Q And ~ holp you refresh your recollection, ur. Thon and 

later Lieutenant Colonel Ellie brought you the statements written :in 

Qerman by so1119 of the accused, Peiper, Oruhle, Kraemer and othe,rs. 

A Yes. 

Q But never during tho course or the interrogation by Ur. Thon or 

IJ.outenant Colonel Ellis were you nble to cive the contents of this Aney­

order or the day as you have given it tc;i the Court from thr3 witness stand? 

A Yaa, I wee ·able to cb that. 

Q On which. interrogation did you do it? 
•.. 

A I 'remember quite preciaely, ·Friday tho 10th. I st,atod the 

contents o£ the a:"der that day in the presence or Lieutenant Colonel 

Ellis and was interrupted Trh.ile doing so. 

Q That \'TaS whidl. interrogation? ln othor wn1·ds, how maey times and 

how mmy days w~re you intei·1'0gated when you eave the informaticzi'l 

~ That ,r •• the sixth day. 

Q Th3 sixth day. Who had you talked 1.D in the rreantirM if anyono 

other thai ~· Thon and Lieutenant Colonel Ellis who might have' aided you 

1n refreshing your me:nory? 

A Ital ked to one Oermm oi'!'icer whose name I also gavo to l!r. Thon, 

but who l(aa not in.fCll·med of th'3se matters• 

Q. Whon did you talk 1o Maier? 

A I tril ked to Maier "ffheD w'e met while being called for interrogation 

by the Defense. 

Q How rnaey Gennan officers by the name or Maier do You know? 

A Very many. 

Q Hovr did you kncm which one I was talking about•wheu I asked 

the last q!1~stion? 

A Because the }!ai8r we are talking about is the one about which 

u:r. Thon told mo ho hod now found "' tt:e G-.3 or ,the Hitler Youth Division 
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one Lieutenant Colonel J~ier. 

Q. la that the on~ you are t alJd.ng about? 

A Yes. 

Q. }1011 you say after you wont from Halleohlag to Engolsdorr 

you saw approximately eight hundred prisoners of war? 

A Yos. 

Q What psrcent!lG'3 of thos~ did you see ~etween.. ~~-llechlag :?<l 
Honsfelcl? · 

'A Could I cite the indi vidual casos? 

Q I just want an approximate p~rcentage. Did you see half or 
th9m between Hallsohlag and Hons.!'eld or did you se'3 moot or them between 

Honsfeld and Eneelsdorf'? 

A About two-thirds or them v.-era east ar rather south of Honsfeld. 

Q Do you mean between Honsfeld and E)).geledor!? 

A That is betwe·en Honsfeld and Hiillschlog. 

Q •• Two-thirds between Ho.llsohlag and Honsfeld and one-third between 

Honsfeld and Engelsdori'? 

A Approximately like t~at, 

Q You stopped ahd talke~ to these prisoners J did you? 

A I talked briel'J.¥ to the troops which took the ir boners back 

or W8!'8 guarding them, 

Q Fro,I:1 what unite were these troopa?. 
A _1:!ost of t1"1m probably.wore from the ~rican 99th Infantry 

· Dhiaion. • 1 

Q I am tal. king about tho oon who were gucrdinc them, 

A They were members of the re[Iiment 1, division ~ebatandllrte 

and others. 

Q What others? 

A In one case Ir emBll her two nen who wero with an SP.7 from tre .. 
SPH group attached t.o tho panzer unit. 

Q So you re~mber t-no panzer grenadiors in other words,' and 

all the pthers you reroomber wore fr om the l!!t panzor regiment? 



A No, not tt-at. way, no. Thore ll'9re som9 in the gronad.i-3-r 

rogim9nt 1, and in one instance I pai-.ticularly ramombor there ,rere 

two or th8l!! .from the grenadior rsc;i ment 2. 

Q Norr, panzer crenadier r eg1Ju9nt l did not tra.vcl. the route 

from Hon9feld to Buelline8n to t he crossroads to Engelsdorr, did it? 

A. .oronad.i'3r r e3i ment ~- took .the ·rout8 by. ,;ay of 11.inoln. ,.~............ · 

Q . Again I repont. Il\Y queetione It ~id not i rayol the route"' .from · 

Honafold to Bue11ingoD. .tO the cros t1•oads to Engelsdorf, did it? 

A No. 

Q TIE r:ir st pan:::;er g~enadi'3r rec i m.mt cf which.you ware speaking 

was not attaohod to or connect.ad ·w:lth tho combat group P·ei~r, was it? 

A -!lo, 

Q ?low, other ~an ~ ese men from tho ~ t panzer i,-enadier 

regim.ent, tha guards y~u' sa~ ware .frc1n t.he ls t r an?.er roeiment and two 

men from an SP.'{ from the 2lld pan~er et'enadier r~giment? 

A Not all the· others were .from the ls_t_panzer regiment. Uear 

the Kaiser berracka I :1mo'? there were meJJbers bf . the panzer reuiment. 

Q In other words~ 'you did s ee thorn; panz~r i.rocips 1 ~roswn/bly 
.· . . . : . .· : . ,-... .. 
crows from knocked out1:rullcs e_vaoua'ting' p'risoner13 or v,ar, ia '-that correct? 

. . . ·.. : > .···':. . ....:.~··· "-() : . . ,,,../ . 
A Those ware not. roombers. o.r any knoc,ke~ ofrt . tanks,. bu~ rather 

these 11'.tin W9re m8mb~rs or a ·se;•vice . unit r,hicl\ :had tak8n oV~r t 'he . . ' . .., - . :, ·. ,- ...... 
prisoners. . 

. _-:. , · .·· ..· ,.. ·: : .. - .... . :· o;; .. ·-· 
<r. Vlhat .pan~~r cren~~.er ·,':l?l;t,. yas ~~tached to P71pof.1s combat 

, . 
group? 

T!19 third battEllion, second regiment. 

• 'l,l 

ni.d you not testify on d.iroct exam.inai ion that the operational 

order of the division provided that the evaouation or prisoners or war 

would be taken oaro or by the grenadier troops attached to Poiper's 

combat groJq>? J J 

A .. No, not that. way. 

Do you maa1 to say that.. you did not testify that prisoners 
. . 

captured.. by the tank w-dts and the reoonnaisance battalion would be • 

http:P71pof.1s
http:cren~~.er
http:connect.ad
http:recim.mt


0 

A I said that. it was t h:! job or tho gr enadier unita to take -
• 

that is 1 srenadier units rollowinc tro tank units to tako ovor tho . 

prisoners rrOm tho tank units in reconnaisanoci • . This was not to ,~~ 

thaee had to be those crenadiers ·attached to tho oombat group. 

Q What wenadiar troops on and arter 17 DoMmber 1944 ever caught 

up with Peiports Combat group? 

A · other than the third battalion or tho 2nd panzer' crenadier. 

rogim:mt that was a:ttached to iti 

Q On tho nieht fn, m the 18th, 19th to tho 20th December, the 

second bl t,talion or the 2nd regiment was sent to the area of I.aOleize 

• by w.ry of a root narch. Were you t here? 

A No, 

Q Do you Jmow · if they evar got there? 

A Yes. 

Q How do you Jmow? 

A By radio reports•. 

Q You wei:e in Fllgeledorr at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Your radio wes in contaot with Peiper•s combat group in La 
~­ ( .... 

Oleizo'l 

. A Yes. 

Q And with corps headquarters? ,.., 

A . Yes. 

Q Vlhat .°other communication did you have with corps? Did Y0u .:.= 

have mer.oenger service - did you have nes sene;ere riding vehioles or 

motorcycles between your division hlJadquartors and you:- headquarters? 

Q On too 20th and 2 1st December 1944, there was no breakdown in 
1 

oommunioati'ona either a'J meoSenger or radio between di.vision and oorpo, 

wt1s ther'!.'l 

A · Uo. 

Q You say when you saw spm of these prisoners re.turning to the 
j , • 

rear{ you established a prisol18'1" ot:war collectinc point'l 
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A Yes. 

Q !)id you testify on direct examination that a collect~ point 

was already established in the operational ordf:!r7 

A Th3 operational order aiated that prisoners of v,ar collecting 

. · ~ ~-tation"s ,r,~;ld 'be · established next to the fuel ducps, 

cf . ' N°",. thia \ book called 1Tschince-chan and his Legacy,, you. . ,,. . 
si.Y ;Oii I'aCe_ived iri" l~J6, ypu s~ .that the tenor of the book and tho•. J •,• ·-

pUI'posa ' ai 'the b~ok ·was 'to inft;)rm the reader ))OW Asia could be crganized. . . 

~or com~t ~f!airist' Europe', is ,that correci? 

A Not that way. \Vhan I said that when this book was handed 

• to us, it was handed to us with . the purpose or explaining to us what 

• Asia would be capablo of doing• 

... 

• ·. ,, . 

··• 1:·:~~..) t~- . 
, . , · 

4 
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Q trt was not. o l;.hcl'l°!"ls~ ~ p?'ientati'on as to "the new m,., t hod. .. · . ·... 
20. s. l 

0 

o:C ,mrfera that cou·ld. ·bo 11sed .by thE!' . Germans ? 
" ' . I . ' .• ,' • : 

A ·No .,· d.1. :w_<!-3 nO,t : i _hs.t vra:/~ 

'l Did you · read the boo~ ? 

· A I re_ad tt:.e book ,by Pra,1di_r:i about Ts chi.ncis- Chan cal l ~d 

11A storm from Asia.11 o 

( JQ I hand yo~ a book - is that the one Ytlu arc r i:i forring to 

A Tlie tYT,>o was difforent but it is the same aut hor - i t is 

about Tschingls-Chan but it is different - it is all mentioned hore. 

That is a Dumma.ry and is probably different from the one I rocoive·d . 

Q This is an abbreviation of the boolt you read, or an 

abridged edition, you might call it ? 

A According to what I can see by it - Nol it is an extension 

of it. 

Q A supl)lement you rooan 

A I cannot say tha. t. 

Q Have ~u ever read this book ? 

A I read a book about Tschirigis -,Chan II A. Storm from 1\Bia . 

Q Don't you .tmOl,- as a mnt~r of f act, thAt the book that_you 

re~d and the one that I havo · shown to you was_ literature tha'. t waf! 

,,.,... prac.tically required read.inc:. for every SS off~cer ? 

··,A· No. 

,::.. ~t:ef~lt'-fa:!~t~t~z~;;:-: ,, 
everyplatoon of · tho rSS? ,.····,:"; _.. , 

A N~. '/ ..i; __!, ·,; .:;-~:_:.,,:~\::..-:• .'.'. 

Q Ziems: an; you rai{ ~ ·So~ any parallel whatsoever betnoen 

tho mothod or "trarfarc ornployod by the ~S and tho3e used by Tschincis- Chan 

as related in the book ;you rCad ? 

•
DE!:El·ISE1(Mr STROIJO) ' I object t.o this question as 1 t 

• 
ncm 

0 

calls for conclu~ion of the rl tness . 

PRESIDENT, Objection. sueteined. 



/I 21J Q Ziemoscn, ,1herc is ?fohnkc, your Divisional Coir~r.ancic r ? 

20 , s . 2, A I .don 't know. I wa3 told by the Pros ecution that. he -ms 

loca ted here. 

Q l','ho told you he ;.,as ~caied li~ro 

A l!r Tho~ tolei me ,that. h.~ had picl<o~ up Obcrfuohrer Uohnke 

from his private aparimont in _Lubeck. 

Q You c!on 1t see him sitting tl1oro in tho prisoners 1 dock 

s}o you ? 

A I don't see him. 

Q One other question, you v,01-0 ·asked on direct examination 

• thls question in subsiance 11 Did the army order of the day issued_ 

prior to the Eife l offensive conta 
0 

in. any statement about a wave of• ter1·or and fright ' that should Precede th9 troops and that all resistance 

should be broken by tcr~or 

A Yes 

Q And you answered the quest.ion in tho negati ve 

A Yes 

Q You yourcoli prepared the_divisional order that '\las trans-

•• 
• . 

mitted to the 1st SS Panzor Regiment ? 

A Yes. 
? 

Q , You kncr.r, of courso, tt;at if you an.suorcd that q\lostion 

in the lli'firmati/ e·, t hat .it ·might ~e i~criminatJ.~g insofa~ as you are 

cot1cen;ted per s~maµy, ? . _ . . 
··' ' ' : ••_ •• P, ~ \ • • • ~- .-!· . . . . . -· . ' 

:· DEFE!-*E: I o,bjec't ,t:o that:. type_o(.quoatio~ may it ploase 
·.·· . . .' .:• - .., . i,: .. , •. ~ ,,, • -: .. · 

tho cour~~ ,, 
PnOSE;UTION: (Capt S!IU!.!ACIIBR5. If 'the court please, I 'think .. 

that question is perfectly competent to nttack the credibility of this 

ITT.tness. Ono of the main basis of judgins: the cr; dibility of a witneso 

is li:rot, his opporttini ty fork ncming the facts -andsa::ond, his i nte:rest 

or lack or interest about the mlltters about which he testified. I. .- ·: 
think this quootion if the wi tnes;» answe~d would certainly uhow his 

1ntereat or lack of intercat in the iosues at stake • 

. , .. . , • DEFEIISE: 



ii 213 prisoner of war of the Am rlcan Government nnd he is entitled to 

20. s. J, t reatment under the Geneva C.onvontion and is not to bo intimidated 

b;i, . the Prosecution in this case. He is not charged 1'1ith any crime 

or :1. s he connected with · any crilne whataoevor. 

/ 

PRESIDEUT: Objection over-ruled. 

A ' I ,ms told s overal time~ during the interrogation by the 

Prosecution ·that I could choose botv,een being a prosecution witness 

•• 

or being nac!e an accused myself that is why I am in.fanned in this 

matter. 

PROSECUTION: (Capt.SHID.!ACKER) It is not responsive to the quest:ion 

but I have nothing further • 

RF.DIRECT EXAJ!IHATIO!I 

QUESTIOl:S BY THE DEFE~'S~: (Dr RAU) 

Q For p.irposes of clarification, will you repeat whether 

you changed anything in tho army o?Uer of the day ? 

A !lo. 

••• 
Q How did you happon to get wo\ll}ded in Engelsdorf on the 

21st December ? 

A Artillery i'ire was put on Engelsdorf on the request of the 

G--2. 

Q Was there artillery firo in this of.tensive on the previous 

(.-, 
A Mo, that started on 19 December. 

Q mien lT8re tho air attacks made on this area ? 
. , , ~ ... ":"• 

A Air attacks were 'made continuously in that vicinity. 

· Q , I -want to ropeat another question, aoon_g the . guards, did )'OU 

also see some me~ from tha combat ·group 11 Poiper11 

A Yes,1 

EXAJJIIIA TION BY THE COURT: 

Qlp>STIO!lS B_Y LAW 1.!E!.ffiER: 

Q You just testified that iho nrt!llery fi>;e was placed on 

(Ziernssen-rodiroct) 
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<!J 

# 2]3 Engelsdorf at the req_uest of the G- 2 

20, s. 4 A Yes 

Q What G-2 

'. A • The G-2 of the J Oth United Stat.es Infantry Division, 

· Q · Hotf do you kno1r that ? 

A ·It so happened tho t I had the opportuni~y of t al1?-ng to 

a Hr Ullmann last September who ,tas wrirki.ng in the G-2 at that time 

and hd told mo about ,1hat ha.ppc~ed . 

Q Were you present at the Divisional Cooonand pant on 15th 

December when Dietrich vlaited you Divislo~ ? 

A Yes 

Q Were you presont when _hie conversation took place nith 

your Divioional co,,vnander ? 

A . · Noj Not all the tim9 , but. part or the time. 

Q Were you present nt tho Korps Commanders I meeting when the 

Korps Conmander. issued inetruC~iori's to tho Divisional Commander ? 

A Yes I nae at the Korp.s C.P. o'h lS'th· December. 

Q Is tJmt the moetinc when Skorczeny: 1!~ present ? 

A Yes, t!W,t is .the one. 

Q Did you hear the entire _converoation which tool: place•• A Yes, I was present t ~1roughou t • 

--- , Q l'iho else was presef!t ~t that roo eting ? 

A Tl~e Divis16na.i C~l!llnarid·e'~ of thi3 .~ i; Korpo partiy,togeiher . . . :..._. : . ,. . ' 

./01\:~ ;:r~:::::~t at the Kor>" meeting ?~r. ::· 
• ·, ~\ .· Yes, Peipsr was also present at the meeting. 

Q Vlas Knittel preoent ?., 
A I do think so but Itm not sure. 

Q Did :,ou oee any dead Afflgrican soldiers beb1eon 17th o.nd 

21st December 1944 ? 

A Yes. 

Q Whore 

http:wrirki.ng


#213 A In the vicinity or ,the Amerlcan p:rnitions acrofJs . thc 

20 . s. 5 road from our west wall positions. 

Q Will you go to t Qe map_and_point i ~ o~t .! . · i. 

A Yes. Our hone ?JD_i ti~ns. wei;·~~·~~~~~~~i;·_.h~~ )~d\:m 
Ci?:- ;·iey- w.i.Y .to Honsfold I crossed the' _R.d.11 ·~a~ ··trci~ics· 'ab~ut here (indicating) 

. -r.:·:. . . . . . ' {!, .. .. . • ·.·. . .. •, 

an_? m 1the vlcinity _or Los11eim and Lanze~~h ,past the fonner American 
. . .~ 

position, and tha'.t ~is w}i_Cra· I salT ·the A111erican ooldiers who had been 

ldlled in action. 

Q Did you s ee any i n Honsfe ld ? 

A l!o, not in Hon5fald • I _only saw lrnockad out vehicles 

there. 

Q When you saw these dead Ame1•ican soldiers in the vicinity 

of Los heiTI? and lanzerath were they in groups or spread over the ground? 

A No, those were indivi dually right next to their positions. 

Q Where else d;Ld you see dead American troops between 

LoDheim and Engel.sdorf 

A No 

Q Did Y'Ou S'e'e any. in ·En,gelsdorf ii.self ? 

A !lo, 

·PRESIDE!~ : _Anything further ? 

PROS~ CUTIO~I: . 1'To fur~~ r questions 

DEi 1mE: NothinC~F~r th~·r.. · 
. ' .. ;-:'.' :: ,::<·::'.: '; ;.. -~ '\, .• ,.:/ . .. 

~ID~1'ri'._: .' There 'nppea:c: to .be .no £u~thci.r ques;tionf! .The ,. .• :'. ~::·~ t:i; .:_.:,·:-:·::~;
witness is excused. .. -·.-·;:·, 
- .c • • • . ·.:.':~>,.:-";,· .·~··.:·,,,, ;< .·.-f.·. 
(Whereupon . the wi~nes~~s excused an~·'?'t~.~:-'"9;. ._. .. 

DEFEJ,..1SE: The Dpfense calls as its next witness Lt Col •.. 
McGmm. Lt Col Dtrinoll l'rill conduct direct examination on behalf of 

the ne·ret1se. This witness has been nmm from the United states and 

it is :taquo?t,ed t ha t he be excused pamanently after complotlon or 

Direct and Cross examination. 

" Lt Col RA.ROLD D ltcGO'm1 a witness for t he Defense ,nu: duly 
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snom! 'and testified throuch an :l.nterprete1· a:-: follo11s: 
20. q• •6 . 

DI RECT EXAMIUATIOti 

QUF.ST!OliS. BY DEFEJISE: (Lt Col ll1INELL) 

_Q ._ri11at is ' your name 

A HarOJ.d D }lcGom,. 

Q Are you an officer in the Army of the United States 

A I~-

. Q l'fl1at is :,our rank 

A Lt Colonel. 

Q Are you co11unissioned in the :rer,.'Ular army ? 

A I am, Yes • 

(! Han lon& have you be8n a n officer in tho regulnr army ? 

A Since July lot 1940. 

Q What is :,our present assignment of duty ? 

A At the present t.imo . I am an instnlctor in the Infantry 

School at Fort Benninc, Oeorcia but I run, however, under 01'Clers at 

the l.'rcsent fo1· a change of station to tho Annorod School at Fort 

Knox • 

Q Do your orders give you an assignment of duty at Fort

•• ,. 
, nox ? 

' .... . A Yos. that is correct. I rep:,rt there when I finish at 
~· .... ,. 

this trisl. · 

: .·. _..Q<.: Did ·you over have combat exp8rlenco 1n world nor n\L'llbor 2? 

.. _,(<·<~.Y>i r+i-~t~i}f."-ttf};:-irt~mfrrt;~~-?in all five 
campaigns from·.Normandy :through: .central · Europe. . 

Q ' Vf~r~~;;:~ in c~~d ~;~~~~(~·t:t~o ~e · ? 

A Yeu, I ,ms Regim:intal oPQl'aiion~ Officer of the 119th 

Infantry Regiment up until November 1944 and after that I c onnnanded 

the 2nd Battalion of the aamo neC1ment until tho end or tho Trar. 

Q Did you participate with your unit in the battle or the 

Bulge ? 

A I did, Yes. 



// 213 Q In r e ferrine to the P.a ttle of tho Bulge, was that also 

2 o. s . . 7 krwrm as t he Ardennes ~ffensive 

A It l'las. 
I 

Q ii8.8 it also lmorm as the Runstedt offcnsiVe ?. 

A It ljas. 

Q Tihen wero you first engaeed in combat in the' n.at~le of 

the Dulge ? 

A December 18th 19lili •. 

Q Vlhero 7 

• 
A- Approximately three miles east of Warbemont and I.orco-Cherbon, 

Belgium. 

• Q i/ill you please take ~ look at that map (indicatinc 

Prosecution 1s Exhibit 3) and say ,1hether those tom,s or villages 

you tnvo just roonti oned are shown thereon ? 

A No those places are not on tho map. 

Q Whore in ref~renco to the teriain shown on the map are 

those tom1s or villaces located ? 

A Well - Werbemont is ' nbou't here (Indicating a point west 

of the map-Protiecution 1B Exhibit J about 5 ldlor.ioters r;est),. and 

Lorco-cherbon is npproximD.tely hero (Indicating a place just. off 

the maP-Prosecution 1a_ F.Xhibit 3 to the west). 

Q And mis this on. the 16th December 1944 

A It ,,as • . 

\(Mc:Gorm -direct) 

,..• 



• • 
~ What ~ened then! 

•
A I wae op_erating under orders to move down the road to the 

east to contact the armored epearhead which· had been unhalted \lp un­

til ihil time, and halt it. ~ regiment, minus m:, ba~talion, vu 

operating on the eame mi&1ion on t~ LaO~ehe-Stoumont road to the,. 

north. Approximatel)' at dark I ran head on onto· an armored column, 

enemy. We were lucky eno~h to 13:Ul"priee · them .and deetr07ed the ~our 

leading hal!traoks and 16 Germans riding them. I held _my post tion 

west of the small stream at Loroe-Ohervon on order, from ~igher head­

quarters. ~be a.."'Jllored column turned ~aro~d to '?' front and I could 

hear the ~avier vehicles, tbe tanks, withdrawing· to the eaat. 

Q. Were you relieved from this position by any other unit of 

the .American forceat 

A I Wal relieved on the afternoon of the 19th w1 th the 82nd 

airborne diviaion. 

Q. On the 18th ot December, 1944, did your unit -capture nDJ 

aoldiera? Gorman 11oldier1T 

A One of the 16 germane ve knocked out of the four half-

tracks wee badly wounded. He vas bro~ht to m7 O.P. and questioned 

there. 

Q, lfbat happened then! 

•. A Just 'be!ora he ciUd he gave b~a identification aa th,~ lat 

SS D1vle1on. . . . .. . . 
Did hl'\ e11 rou 'vb~i' un1;··of-.th~ ·1·: t · Ss 'n"1v11i on °h8 va, . 

0 

.. .' . :.()>;:·\)f ,.. ;:>·.' . 

Ha did not. < :: ..: '>~·.:_· 4 . --· •,•" 

Q, Did ·he tell 7ou What battalion or regiment he no from! 

A He did not. 

Q. Vere rou able · to determine what unit ot the SS _Divhion the 

hali-tracka vero from that were knocked out1 

A lfot then. I vaa able to determine later, • 

(MoOovn - d1reot) 

http:un1;��of-.th


• 
Q. ~t unit -were thuy f rom] • _

0 . 0 

~ 
A ~bey were from the ape~h~Qd ·oi th/ i~t SS Div~et~h -~ er- :. 

·.·.·:.-; :;i~i,;n?'/~.- Co:l<i~i~:;: '.~.: ,: ..> .. '.. _. _;: ~ _.•...... ; ····1 · · 

,J·. :,, Af~er_Y?U v~:e r~l~~ved ~7 the 82nd Airborne, vhat happel!ed:·· 

thiii.1 

A I can show you bet:ter frot:1 the map•. The night of the 19t h 

spent back off the ~ in an 8.sa8mbly area in reserve, back '1P in 

tbie location. 

IEFEBS3 COUNSEL& (Lt. Ool. Dwinnel) Let the record ehov 

that the witness is pointing to a place off the map in the north­

vest corner thereof. The map, Prosecutions Exhibit P-3. 

A I was brought down to Tagnon and placed in anembly area 

there on the 20th and placed under regimental control. 

Q. Then vhat bappa~edZ 

A On the morning of the 21st 1 received orders to attack and 

cut off the German force at Stoumont from LaGleiz~e. Tho first bat­

talion in my ~ei;iinent was attaokipg Stoumont 8etride this road, mov­

ing in an easterly direotiOn. Attao1t1%lg' Stoumont, moving tn an ea1t-

erly directi~n along thia line. 
. . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL, (Lt. Col. Dwinnel) Let the record show 

that the ~vitneaa 1B poi"~ting t~ a rond ~eading into Stoumont from 

the northv'!,at. Proaeout1on1 e map Exhibit P-3. 

A X moved '!1th my ba~ialio~ ~roaa countcy thro~h. tht_a very 

steep, rugged 'ttrain and cut ·half. ,,~ in 'between the t'Wo town• ot · 

..····:··:'t;~~;;iifu@§.~~i~l~ij~~tf.~;.· 
.,.-. "-• :. is l)Ointing to a potnt on~ road about three-11wirtar·s ·or }~it dia-

J •• 

tanca from Stoumont to LaGlei:i:8 11 00 the map, Proaecution 1 1 khi'btt 

A I wa1 moving awEcy from rq front ,linH~-!Somewhere in th11 

mailto:t;~~;;iifu@�.~~i~l~ij~~tf
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• • 

••• area right here, when I was c_aptur'ed by the superior German forces. 

•.·:. . • m:F.ERSB COUNSEL (Lt. Col. lNinnel) 1 Let the record.. show .,. . ., 
. ·:· 'tbii.t he Witness pointed to a location in the woods north of the 

.: ~t-~~:{La0reize ; oad, Proeecntio~1 s ,Map Exhibi~ P-3. 

. . ' :.; ·. :· ·.::.:•• :!"*: ·::·:·· ~.... • • • ~ • . 
A I had my oper&.tiona aergeant and radio operator with me 

a·t the tim~. ~.: : .. · . : ·":-

Q. What was the date ' you were ~e:pturedl 

A It was on the 21st o:f' December, 1944. 

Q. Was it in the morning or the atternoonl 

A In the afternoon. In the middle of the afternoon• 

Who captured youl 

A ~he men of' the let SS Division• 

Q. Do you know how many men 0aptu1·od youl 

A !l'here were some men who did not show t'hamselves from my 

rear, who fired over my head, when we moved awa:, from the men 1n our 

'front. One non-comm~·. and three men came up and disarmed us. 

q Did ;you at an;y time find out Juat what unit of the SS Divin-

ion these men belonged toT 

A I did not • . Except that I later found out they operated un-

der Col. Pe1por 1 s command• 

Q. After you were ca~tured, what happened! 

A I waa t~en' immediately- ~wn to .a emall house in thie vicin..,"c 

ity in here. 

,, q . ~~~ . f~;;t+~i?~i}~i\:::;,.} \ 'Q . ·~ 
'/_.::?: ',?-;·, ~ i - i. ·.· ;:,'.; ~ .:.:; -~?.\r{~r}t,'.,\~~.:.:{~7~~..· : 0onda~ road: her~- . 
• ~ · 1 .t. t, .::o;::.. : ~.::· .. ~··· L'l! . , 00L. DWnmm,1 Let the record ahov that the Yitne11 
:~. .::~..;i:_'.- ;'•./ \ :;::.::\ /:1::.-:._- ~.~ ··:_·.:···• .... ~ • .. the . 1 1

·~ ,: ·: ... '.·:.:~.~-- \ pointed. .to • •eo&D4ary read aouth oL,1Stoum.ont,...LaGlahe ·road a~d at 

.. ,_;·/~;:::: ~ ·~~int.!AQou\ ,halt war betW8eD Stoumont and_LaGleiza, on Proaecut1on 11 

map, Exhibit P-3. !l'ben what happened? 

A I va1 .taken into a .room where a German lieutenant-colonel• 

whoae name I later learned waa Peiper, asked r:io 1ome questions. 
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area right here, when I vas captur8d by th~ superior Germaii forces. 

DEFERS COUNSEL (Lt. Col. DwiD.0el); L"et the record show 
8 • 

that the witness pointed to a location in the woods north of the 
. ' ' 

Stoumont LaGleize road, Proae:cut1on1 a l~p Exhibit P-3. 

A I had m7 operations ae:geant .an~ radio operator with me 

at t \\e time. 

Q. What was the date you were copturedt 

A It was on th~ 21st of December, 1944, 

Q. Was 1t in the morning or the afternoon? 

A In the afternoon. In the middle of the afte.rnoon• 

Who captured youl 

A !rhe men of the let SS Divialon• 

Q Do you know how many men oaptu1·13d yout 

A !I!bere were some men who did not show 'themselves from m7 

rear, who 1'ired over my- head, when we moved avq from the men in our 

'front. One non-comm~·, and three men came up and disarmed us, 

'l Did ~ou at_a,w ti1110 · find out juot what unit of the SS Dlrlo-­

ion these men belonged t~! 
A I did not. , Except that I later found out they operated un-, 

der .Col. Peipor 1 s 00:nmand • 

Q Mter you ware captured, w~t happened! 

A l wa11 token immed.18.tely down to a emall houae in thie vioii.o{ 

ity in bere.-

Q. Wai that bouae on !ii- roa~l ·. 

J. It waa juat off the seoondaey road, here. · 

.. . . LT. COL. DWI?mEL1 Let the record eh.ow that the vitneae 
: · · tho 
?ointed to a 1eo9nd.arj- road eouth oiJstO~ont-LaGleize road a~d at 

a poi~t!fAbou\ half way betw11en Stoumcint and La.Glahe, on Proncution'• 

map. Exhibit p...3. Then vbat happened? 

A I wa1 .taken into a room where a German 11eut1nant-colon1l, 

whoae name I later learned wa Peiper, asked mo ae,me queatione. 

(McOovn - direct) 



Q. h the Peiper you have just ro!erred to ~ accused in this 

easel 

A He ia. 

Q. Would. you be able to recognize h:!m\ agBin? 

A I would. ,.~···-~·.. 
\._/. :: 

Q. Will yOu take n lo~k at the prisoners in the dock' and see if 

he is aao~g t~ae preeeutt · 

.A I cannot see them t _oo well. (Witnes~ move• nearer the de-

fendante). Yea, I see him. 

Q. What number is bea voaring? 

A Bo. 42. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Ool. Peiper at thnt time? 

A He obtained from me my name and renk,and no other informa,.. 

tion waa exabanged on e~ ther side at the time. 

Q. Then what happened? 

A I was then taken Wi ~h ·the two men vi th. whom I ~d bee~ cap-

tured from this small houee by war 'lf the secondary roa.d into the 

town of LaGloho. I waa than placed in a 8"'all collar ~ th four other 

American officers of' my own regiment. 

q, When you entered Lao;eize ~· it from the north, south, east, 

or weatf q
" ,>

A It was from the south. Thi_e. road dipe tovard the .river 

and turna back straight .north tO Paee .bY ·. this .large .church, 
/... 

JlEi'El!SE COUllSEL (Lt.; Col." Dvinnel_) 1 ;Let the record 1nd1-

0ate that the wttneos pointed to a road at the aouth of LaOle~z:e and 

-· to a church near the road. !t'o a·· symbol in~;cat1ng a church near the 

road·., ,at' th~ time he·· r~f~i-r~d ·to enteripg the villB&e of La.Glehe. 
0 

Proaeoution's map hhibit P-3, 

Q. When 7ou s~ 7ou were taken to LaG1eh:e, what• da7 and what 

time! • 

A The time ,va,.• 1600 on the 2let of Deoember, 1944. 

Q. Did. you ho.ve a w.tch on at that time! 

A I did. 
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.., 
Q. · At any time during the 2let of DecemberJ 1944 did you eee 

any A$1rican prieonere of :,,ar _mi otreated· by any membera of Peiper' o 
,·. ··'.: ~: ....

unit! ....._.· 

q At a~y tim~· during th9 2let of Dec~b_er. w~re there 8.nJ"
'. 

other prieone;• of war in that vicinity but yo~~e1ff 
A lq operatlone sergeant,and radio operator, were With me 

when I vaa captured. !!!hey were separated :from me when we arrived 

at LaOleize and I saw tho tour other" American of1'1cere, whoee namea 

were Lt. Cunningham, Lt. Yeomans, Lt. Henley and one other officer 

whoao name l ,callD:)t remeniler. I am eorr,, Lt. Cunningham waa Higgin... 

bottOmi I continually get it mixed up • 

~ Q. On the 21st of Deoember at LaOleize with the exception 

of thoae four other officers, the sergeant nnd the radio operator, 

did you aee ·any other American prisoner of wart 

A Later on that evening, I wae shown into a .large cellar 

where approximatel7 136 priaoners or var were being held. 

Q, Were these priaonel"& you ·have just mentioned priaonera of 

Peiper•a unitt 

A The:, were • 

Q- At that time did you have aey oonver,aUon with these 

Amerioo.nat 

A Yea. I at~eci in the cellar f'er aeverat houri . Since I waa 
,' • C: ,,. • •• '_P :: • • 

ee~or P.W~ I took charge ~ them and or~i-~~~#·~,h~ :~,~~-- a unit, 

. appointed a firat aergeant and 'pl~iO~n · a'~r~9~\:~~ -~~~t' ; ratr mun•
.~·.\_~··.':.: _: .,. . ,(··.·:, Y'<\·.~·.. :·~t ·:,-:~._; ..r.v,..;..•:.• 

. , ;. .. · . _of' .diatribution:. or- rood and water .aetJled upon b,- both the German 

. \·':,::·-:)fi·:~~~~~i'Hit;f~;9~~jf~::ij;f;r:;i.~~::~~'}::~~;{ u fairnm 

• among tpe P,W.s themsolvlte. " 
e 

Q, In your conversation Yith these .Americans did you learn 
© 

what unit they- were from? 

A I did. I queaiioned apeoiticall;r, to bring ~ own knowledge' a 
upward, of them vb.en they had been captured and where they- were fr.:,m•.. 
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~ \that dicl you 'le~nt 

A The bulk of the pr1 eoners, o.ver . on_e .b:~d.r~_q.~ were._ from our 

·:·3r:ct .battelion, which bad been over-run oii the ··19th in Stotwlc..nt • .,.'\· ' . . . 
T>:era vat1 Beverel from our lat battalion, ~ho h~ been capturod on 

' . ,, '' -~ : . : 
the 20th. Lt. Yeomans wae fr"om_ the 3rd battalion group; Lh. Higgen-

bottom and Henley f1"om the let llattalioni Jltl"Hl:f', my operationa ser­

geant and radio operator, were, . luckily, the only ones from my unit. 

There were oome men from the 3:-d Armorod Dtvision ·who were operating 

in th1B area. There were-

LT. COL. nWI1mEL1 Let the record show tha't the w1tneu 

pointed to 'an area off the oolorad portion of the a.p and on the 

north part of the map, Proaeout1on 1 e Exhib1.t -P~3. 

A ~ere were also a few men from an artillery obee"ation 

battollon,vhich number I cannot remember; that had been captured 

prior to the 3rd l3attal1on1 a men.entericg LaOleize na pri1oner1 of 

war. 

Q. Do 7ou know bow these J.m9rican. prisonara ot war w•re treat--- ' 

ed. 

.L That que1tion wa1 uppermo.t in 1111' mind a, aoon aa I began 

. to talk w1 th them. I 1peciticaJ.ly a1ked for any 1no1dent1 which had. 

occurred. l received quite a few anewer1. When I boiled thcne don 

the moat urioua were "Not good enough food 11!.:ice the7 had been cap-,, 

tured and thefta of vatcbeo and rinc•.n 
• # • ' .I 

q, Did 70U lear!)- Ot ·ap;r :1ntr~tion1 of. the Gene-,a_ruleal 
0 

,J • l· ;_ ·i ·~~l'i.;. \;ii.· t~~xt~aii:i:~...~·,,••nt1~~e4·.·~ ·r;~ -;.-~-~r&0-
:·-~: :.. :.·.:~· ,.,_: ; :.-f;:-:: :.~~?-:~·.:,~:;·.. ~,;-.= - :· ·t,r;:6'··: ·:·,::·:_: .... ..,. . · .. 

·· ·#· tione o:t th~ Geneva rulea : but ina1111.uch aa we .are guilty. o:( the .18J18 ·~ 
' • • • ' • • O • : " • ' :V • •:~:·/:'. • ,#• • ~ • ,• • ' , .,: • • 

I found ns­
• ··."4 " /' .:·: 

PROS:SC11rIOlh Ii' the court plea••, I obj~cit_ to tbat part 

of the anever. 

A I found no Hrioua in!ractiona. 

PR0SEOlJ'llI0la I move to 1trilce that part of the anawer 8.4d 

the Court 'be inatruoted ·to di1regard it, referring to treatment 'b7 

Amaric-.n.1. 

http:1peciticaJ.ly
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PR!SIDERT: The objection 1s0 eustained and that portion 

"' Of ·the w1tneaa 1 etatement ae regard• the notion ot Americana will 
···•.·•·· • ! • 0 ' . • 

be etric~e~ fro:n the re_oord and dlaregarde_d by the ~.0.Ul\~• ' 

Q. Did You learn of aey infractione ·o:r the Ge~va rule at 

A NO ' aeriou1 in:fractione. 
.\. 

Q. Will you do10rlbe this cellar in vhich the prlaoner• of 

var--American prisonera of VB.l' were at that timel 

A Thia cellar n.s very l~ge, well oonetruoted, and relativel7 

new. It vaa the finest cellar Ieaw in La.Gleize and I viaited five 

cellara in all. 

Q. :Beeidea the 135 'prhonera oi' war about which you M.ve just 

tootlfied, and the officers who were alao priaonera of war, did 7ou 

aee &D1' other prisoners on t~t dayl 

A I did not. 

Q. Did ;you have ~ conversation& with the American prlsonera 

of war on that aubjeotf 

A Yea. I asked if there were Ml' more and tho answer va1I 

that they were all they knew of. 

Q, On that trip, and if you will indicate it, please, on tbe 

.111Mt, from Stoumont to LaOleize, did you aee any prisoner of war mh~ 

tr~ated or ahott 

A (Witneaa indicates on the map). I did not. 

Q On the road ju1t before entering LaGlehe ·di~ y~u pa.ea a 

largo church at the entrllnce to "the ·tovnl And v1'11 you indicate 

that on the .~ t It you 41~•.i • • 
. . ' • ·. ·~j· • 

~ I did. !l'bil lal°ge'~:~~t.o~~ .a t ~~~./ •.ou~h l nd_.~ .i he tow on 
0 

the right• 1lde or the ro,;J,; . . .. :,~· ';-' i ..,• .:f: .t 
DEFim'SE ~OYim

0 

J(~t:·f~~{·.:)>;,~·~et ).1 L;t :: the record 1b0w 

that the witneu pointea to the 1:,mbol indicating a church at the 

eouth end ot the tow, Ju•: 10uthweJt or Ii roed, 1l14 7ou oee &U7 

4•ad. A.iieri~an aoldiere at that place? 

A I 414 nOt. 



• • 

Did you see any American-any dead .Am9rioan troops in l.o.Oloit:e 

: -~ ·, ·.·:~ .. '.: ::~~ 
on that ci,cy? 

'~ ,f, 

· ~ · I did not. . . . 
Q. Do you r~membe; a;proxi1Mt~1y:·:·th~·_tl in1 ~f d~ ,you paned br 

that chtlrohl 

A Appro:ltimatol;r 1400. 

~Q You spoke about being in a large cellar in LaOlehe. l.'ue 

;rou kept there all ch;r7 

A No, I wa.a removed from that cellar that evening and taken 

back to the small cellar where the four other officers were. 

Q. At any time during the 21st of December did you Bee Col• 

Peiper againl 

A Yes. Late that night I was called from this small cellar 

to a cellar immedintely acrou _the street from the big ohu?"oh. 

Q Was that the night of the 21-22 December? t.. 

A It was. 

Q. kw. what happened when :,,ou were taken to that place? 

• 
A Col. Peiper questioned me for Tactical 1ufommat1on and when 

I gave none, se; t me ava_r• 

• 
Q. Were you_th9n · taken to another cellar? 

A I waa. 

~t happe~ed there. ,. 

.A. German and Lt'. and aevitrol. :N:o.01 a- iurther queationed me 
. • • ..: . . . .. . f .. 

for tactical information, · 
' ,._ ' .' • ~ .... • ' ·.\ ...... ,,· i: ," '. .•,"_.;, .-JI -~ 

... ~ Q ,< Did you givo them &%J1" tactical "information? · 

!':·:·,;,, ·} ·:· Ll~:;:;-;~~::µ£.:~l ?'.:\''..?::_~-: ·-_·... ,.. · ' . ..... 
A ft '/Jlf refuaal to talk, · they appeared tO ioae int~reat · in 

the p1•0ceedin§a a.nd finally etarted a conversation o.m;ng them~el: ea. 

Q. !rh! n what bappeuodl 
0 

A I waa taken be.ck to Ool. Paiper 1 a O.P. 

· (!loCown - diroot) 
'" 



0 
0 

0 
0 

Q. Did 7ou and Ool. Peiper have! any converaatio'n at .that"' timet · 
. • • ··:~_:/·_.;::·?;-::;··; ·. ~:.:., .. :. 

A We talked until five o'clock th9 next morn·1n&": · ':_-;.-:_:_ 

c_ WiU : OU t:t• w t th~ ~~n=~~~~~l~i\l(~;o;;ij ·.: ._ ~ 

A ~o .c ~n_ye~~at\ o.~ ,_,~~~~~~-~-' ge~~1:~ eubj8cte, politic~, whi 
Ger~i waa ' t1/;ht1-~ t h~ ~.·:and ·~o-:fo~tp. ~e al'eo covered 00111&-o 

. . . 
wbe.t ~he big i>iCture behind Rund~todt 1 e ·count er of'1'ene1ve which vae 

very in.t~~eeting to me. 

Q. Do you spePlc Germant 

A I do not. 

Q. In vha~ language did you converBe with Col. Peiper? 

A In English. 

Q. Was there 8D.¥th1Dg else aaid1 

A Yee. I specifically requeoted Col. Peiper to give hie own 

attention to takiD,£ good care of the large number of J.merican prison­

era he had under hi• control. 

-. \lh~t did be .._,. about that! 

A He eaid that he would do so. 

Q. Did this conversation last until the early hours of the morir 

Ing? 

A I was taken out of tho cellar where Col. Poiper vao at 

five A,M.. the .32nd. of December, 

Q. After the conversation had termino.tcd; what did you do next t 

A I waa taken by rq guard back -to the small cellar where the. . . .. . 

t:our other .American _of'f'i~ero ·were. 

Q. Did .an:,th1'1lg·U'liaual -~~ ·wb11~ ··i~~Vere in the ~eilar ' . 

t.o Which ".OU aa! d ~OU mf:~\;~:i~t~}S:~~r..:::r,,, /, .. ..h~i 
.A. Yoe. !t'he ,artilleX7 started to increase· terrif'ioally dur-1ng 

the a,cy. Ttie cellar in whl~{i,::~~r~~-t t~e~quar~;~.-0eilar1 

that 111 1 appro.rllfl&tel;y a quai:ter . to a ! hird waa aboye: ground. .A. 105 . . 
shell made a direot hit _on the '1all tvo 

~ 

tept to rzry left and killed 

the German sitting bnid• me•. !l'hi five &U4rd11 had all com, down into .. • 
(McOown - direct) 
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. '.::. :·:-~: ·.:·/~:., ,:_.(..:,~(;,,;~ .: :·- :. ;-.-·-:-. ·:·?'/: ... ~ .·.. 
. :'·· thf a~}--'.0e;1~· v1.t~ ·th'f officer .pii:~one:1:!1• A few minutes later ' 

another ahell landed.,tn' the !a:ne hol~; or ' j~;·t :Outside O'f the ·;,~'-. ' . . . . . ' 

hole, and 1'1lled the room with ahr".IPnel. · Lt. Henley of .ih't!! l _et · 

Battalion :B-C~mpaey·:i,a~ 1ld.lled inatarit~y. Jao'ther German ',,;.,_~ m~r,;.: · 

tall;r wounded; he died in about thirty minutes; and anotbOr Ger°~ 

wouud9d. We remained in the cellar until lo.te afternoon when par,.. 

tiea of American enlieted men acting a.a litter bearera came in and . 

removed the dead and WO\Uldod 'from the collar. We were removed at 

th11 time 4Dd placed in t):le large cellar vlth the rest of the Ameri­

can prhonero of war in LaGlein • 

Q. When _7ou were put in the large cellar I what did you learn 

with_rupeot to tbe prhonera of var who wera there at that time? 

A Tbe1r condi t1on vne unchanged. 

LT. COL. DWINNlllL: I have several more queation1. 

UW MEMBEB.a You mean tbia 1a a good place for 70u to 

break? 

LT. COL. DWINN'.EL1 Yea, eir; thia is 3 good. pl40e for me to 

break, now, 

PRESIDENT1 The court Will receaa until 1330 hour,. · 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1200 ho~s.) 
., . ,· 

(NcOo,,;. - diroot) 
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• 

. '.'~.:, .... 
··~,·.·. ~ . ..,..: 

AFTERIIOON ~ 

(Whereupon .Court reconvened a~ 1330 hou'rs.r . 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come to· order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the reCord 

aha" that all the members of the Court, all the members of the 

Prosecution, with the exception of Lieutenant Colonel Crawford, 

'1ho is absent on business of the Prosecution, and Captain 

Byrne, who has been excused upol) verbal orders or the Commanding 

General, all members of the Defense, all the defendants ancl the 

reporter are present. 

DEFENSE COUUSEL: The Defense recalls Lieutennnt 

Colonel Hai D. lJcCa,m. 

LIEUTEHANT COLONEL HAL D. McCU4'lll, a wi tneas called by 

the Defense, having been previously sworn, resumed the stand 

and t ~stified further as follaws: 

• 
.(\'filereupon the questiono, answers and other' p; oceedinga 

were interprated to the accused): 

PROSECUTION: The Witness is reminded that he is 

still undor oath. 
' · 

mRECT EXAMINATI0J{....., 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL1 

• '··'(1. : .. :·; ·• ,• .. , ', 

Q Colonel h!cCannJ you have just testified that on the 
' . ' . ,, . n ' . ; . .'; _: _·,· ,: ' ,·' .:.· i:, • . . ,: . • • • 

•, " 22nd of pe~;mber. you ~e~: ~ : ~~~~ ..~~~Ce~.-~~" a larg,\ : ellar in 

;>:;:,~;~~ti:~.:~~~:~~ 
; .. taken-;; to Co{·~~~{':;~1;!r'i;·~;p:00

·,;hi~h was a srna11 house dcw:n 1n. . 
the cent.er ' of LaOlciz~. 

Q Will you describe that house? 

1'828 



.. . ,•,•,•.. 

• 
. ,·· 

• ••• ~ '? 

A ','fell, ii was nothing outstanding, just a small 

cottage. 

Q Did yon have · any conversation vdth Colonel Peiper 

on th~ night or the 22nd-23rd or December? 

A I did, I talked a.ca.in With Colonel Peiper from 

that time until som~ time between midnight and the follrnrl.ng 

morning. It was before daylight v,hen I left the CP. 

Q \7111 you state the substance of the conversation 

you had With Col~nel Peiper during that nicht? 

The substance of the conversation was the same as 

the night before, on general subjects centering mainly on 

politics. 

• 

Q Was there any tactical information exchanged? 

A There was none • 

Q Did you discuss anything about prisoners of war? 

A Ye:s, early in the conversation. Colonel Peiper 

brought to my attention an incident which had occurred that 

• day. At this time he stated that during an American armored 

inrantry attack coming· from the east, supported by smoke and 

artillery, that the Amcr;Lcan troops had approached among the 

first .buildings on the eastern Side or LaGleize, actually at 

-~the ,5o~theast·ern roat;t since . the road wS.s the ax:;l.3 C!r .the attack. 

~.} ;. , ··i it;·-~·aid ·t ha~_at ' this ibie ~everai Amorl~!in '. l"H_~a · wh.O liBd b~~n em-

.·.":i~f¥:i~~~,~!1~~~'.ttf1. 
spectatcSr and could testify to the same, :.that appr~tely 9 -

and to the beat or my; ability I say 9 - it won 1t vari far from 

that number - 9 PiY1s were killed. I cannot sw2ar as to the exact number' 

(llcCown-Il.rect) 

http:follrnrl.ng
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• 

as it escapes ~ rnemor;~ - ~~~ . ~h~ . n\llJlb~r··w4s appr~;tma·te~y th'at.-

Col~mol·- Pei-pe; ~tated al.so that he wSs sorry it liad occu1·red 

and for me to announce to the remaining Pi'/1 s in the tami to nOt 

attemi:t, to run in tho future or they would be shot, he did not 

want any future, he stated. 

Q You said he asked you to make an announcement to 

the American prisoners of war. Did you do that? 

A I did, 

At the time you made that announcement did you have 

• any conversatioll Tdth the American prisoners of war? 

A Yes. To the best of rrrJ memory, there were three or 

four work details, each or approximately one squad size, working 

during the day of the 22nd. I specifically questioned these men 

on this circumstance. I was _un~ble to get a definite story of 

•• 
. what had happened but the information I received ga.vo me no cause 

to rear foul play so ~ let the matter drop. 

Q Referring again to the conversation ,nth Colonel 

Peiper on the night of the 22nd-23rd Dc,cember, when did those 

conversations terminate? 

A They terminated before daylight - I nm not sure . or 

' <th8 time. Movement in tho town was excellent during daylight 

·· · because ,artillery and mortar . observations ~de movemelit ··pr~~tically. .--:. .. . . . ._; ,;· :~... . 

.· s: ·/~::::·;·.;~:~···i:{'.::J~~J!i~~}\ti/Y.iitf.l:t~::1.t~P}f·) .::\f/:~'... 
:·..-~.. ·; :..,.: A • .The. al"tillery i'ire.' durihg. the ' niCht Was. exceedjpgly 

, · : 
1
:, :::, Cr \;:;(;f_ ·....}<•::·.\',··~ _':fi•1JJ.·:.~\:·~<~-:~:::( :/d;~~l:-;.,(;·~ll;::./f:':..• • 

'-"1 . • .... : ~e&vy. at:.)~a~Md iriterinitt~n...t _. ~i :-~th::s: : ~~ ne!er l:et up for 

any_period& 
-< -

Q During the tin>, you were 1n LaOleize did you seo any 
0 

American priaonera or war killed by artillery fire? 

A One. 2nd Lieutenant was killed in the cellar with. me -

a small cellar. I did not see any oth~ra killed•. 
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..... -~_ 

Q What happened in the morning of . the .23I'd ~r 

, : : _.December ar t : r your conversati_.on vd,:th. C~lOnel Peiper had 
·,:, ...... 

terndnated? 

.A I was taken back to ·the large cellm- lTith a large 

group or PW' s. 

Q Did you re~in there all that day? 

A I remained there all that day except for one 

brief instance where I was again taken to Colonel Peiperta 

OP, 

' Q During the night of the 22nd-23rd of December and 

during your ; onvereation vr.tth Colonel Peiper, wS.s ,the subject 

of wounded soldiers discussed? 

A It was. Colonel Pe~:Lper had decided to consolidate 

a11 or his ,voun<led which had hereiOrore been spread out through­

out the cellars throughout the ta.vn as well as a few American 

wounded• 

INTERPRETER .CI-tLOSTA: Will y~ read the question, 

please? 

(Where~pon the 9-1:1-est,1.on was read by .th~ reporter.) . 

QUESTIONS BY Dll!'EllsE:·cOONsEL (LIEUTENANT COLONEL DWINELL): 

·.. ·. _: q_~:: ,.f ,.it~+-~~:8.:~•ls.•di~cussed con~e;~ing 

·wounded Boldie?'S?, : · ·· _. .;..i .. ,· · 

:: fi; ·::>;;::_c~{o~~\\~;;,/ s:id that he ·,.•• •plaru>ing to 
move tl]e~ ~nt_o.•t~.e ~.l~rf ~r.~-~ch which I indicated at the board, 

• ~he 1a'.r..ge ·~nurch ~l; tl}e aouihern eiid ot"' the town. He was 

' • very.. mudh -~ -~~"res\ ed i ~ knowin~ my opinion as tow het;her the 

• • Amer! can artillerymen did fire on the church. I was able to 

give him no satis.!iaction tgat they would not and told him ~hat · 

any concentration placed on the tOlftl would probably str:f.ke the 

church ~ well. However,
0

http:str:f.ke
http:9-1:1-est,1.on
http:conversati_.on
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all·wounded .11'. ,the ..:i~;;;~~~Jfh_frfr~di~·+,~i~+.~~;~d~ 
ings of his canualties and a. T~w~deiaths among· botli nB.tfcinaliti'es

' ~-.· -~-:·.:::" ..-::/_:··<·J -·:,.::-~ /'j .· /''.:, ..._ .. ,' :. '. 

from both __ artil_lery .a~d ·p~!=!ces _~~ roof faR-ing _as the res\llt of 

\artillery. 

Q ' '.lhat did you do during the d.iy of the 23rd or 

December 19447 

A I r emained 1n a large cellar with the PU1s, except 

as I said before, except for the brief instance I was taken 

aeain to· Colonel Peiper I s C_P. 

Q Can you tell the Court about the treatment during 

the 23rd of December 1944, of the 135 pri~oners of \Yar that 

you have previously referred to? 

• · 

A Tho organization of the prisoners of war 1n the 

large cellar was nO'tT very good. I had been with them ~ong 

enough and made considerable pep t~llrn to them to have their 

feelings rather high. ' They lmerr th~_Y would be released shortly 

since the Oennan situation was bad. 

• Q Did they make any rep'ort to you of ~Y v1·01ation' or 

tho Geneva rul.es.~ 

·No, t ·h~y did 'rlot. -. · 
. _. ; ~':.( ,;_~.:.... -., .. }.,.·,;--.. :.. ..,.. -::.; .·· 

·.' Q During. th~ .~~1;·~~-.;,~ere.}-~ La9le~z~, .- do :You) cncm<' · 

of any instance or ,ia'il~:r~ to ;prOvide ·rood 'and water ror the 
0 

prismlers of war? · ; ·r ,~j::, i • . •.•• • 

" • .: 0 ·\; · •' ·' • • • 

A ,No, there ' was ·a lareJ spring quite ne8r the 18.!"ge 
•• .... 1:i· 

ce;1-.,ar, to which thfl warrant off!cer ~in charge of prisoners ,Pf 

war permitted a water detail to go as oi'teJl as was needed. 

'l'h.ere was a detail of. approximately four cooks selected from. 
the P,'1 1s Wilo actually were cooks who cooked' in kitchen space 

" provided for, all the potatoes that was needed for the entire 

group. , The fo~ wtis not delectable but it lr8S adequate. 
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Q YOU have· referred "t o t.·,10 men who Ylerc captured ·with · 
0 

you, the op~r ci.tio~S sergeant ; nd ;the radio operator. \'till you 

tell the Court about their treatment at · the time you were in 

La.Gleize? 

A Doth Or these men served with me, the operations 

sergeant up until the time he was wounded at .the crossing or 

the flhi ne at Waisel, and they both conversed with me frequently 

. about this. 'l'her';! ,1as no mistreatment of them. 

Q Did anything happen on the evening of the 23rd of 

December in La.Oleize? 

· A It ,·ras in the afternoon when I Vias called to, 

Colonel Peiper's CP, where he protested to me the fact that the 

Americans v1ere using a heavy caliber direct fire weapon to fire 

on the houses in La.Gleize and lmock out his tanks. It was his 

belief that the direct firo Tteapon had been 'placed on the 

chatoau at ..Stoumont which I have mentioned -- on the ledge of 

it -- which h~d been used as a hospital by Colonel Peiper ~ He
0 

s8:id he WCn.ila riot have his' gunners fire on tho direct fire vreapon 

0 because he could not be sure that his wounded and the American' 

wounded had been removed from the chateau. I told him that it 

,1as the Ameri:cal'l evacua'l:,io~' pi~ i o evac~at~ casual ties when 

-~/:l .:ij1~r~:~tr;;tt;:G,..,
• j> ·---~ --~ t ~~..d~ k\t;: :night -~~ the 23rd-24th. • 

1•. • • ': ~-; •i O 

• 11 ."'i • • Q ,. .What jtappened then? 

... A When I entered the CP I s aw Captain Chrisenger., 

CompBilY 'Comma.nder of Company A 803rd Tank Destroyer. · I }mew 

(l!cO~- Direct) 
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. r·.,r·: ,. • :·::··,;·:· ·_: s;,\)·~..·::::: ·. . !'. \, ,· :: :<_... ,. 

him v;ell inasmuch as ··lds·· c ~ pany ~as 1n ' direct 
0 

BUppoI't '·of our 
_. . . •' ~'. . '. ,, ' . : . . . . 

reciment. He had just· been Cap'blred ·a short. while belforc I 
• • ••• ' 1;• • • .' ;' 

saw him. Colonel Peiper the~ told me that he had received 

orders to withdraw east to the nearest Gennan forces. He 

then very carefully' outlined to me a plan or exchange, which 

was as follows I Colonel Peiper was to turn over or turn loose 

the apprax:imately 15'0 P\'/1s which he nO",T had under his control, 

wounded and whole, with the exception of mytielf, in exchange 

for Tthich the Amorican High Commander would have after over­

running the Germ.an -.vounded in LaOleize plus the German wounded 

already ~verru.n in the chatenu in Stownont which was the other 

of the two hospitnls of · Colonel Peiper, plus a German medical 

officer and some German aid man he was to leave with the wounded 

in the church, these w~ded and German medical personnel to be 

returned under a whit~ flag to the lat SS Division, wherever 

that may be, at the conclusion of which I would be returned to

•• the American lines. The TD captain, Captain Chrisenger would 

be my messenger to eet this to my hicher commander. I told• Colonel Peiper aftl?r he 
0 

had i'inished that I had no authority 

whatsoever to deul w:i.th him and ;that there waa little likli­

hood ·or the exchange' being -ag~eed to ,by th~ higher Ameriqan

~°7~~~:.it¼,t~l.i f ~~~i :P~;;t'.\7:\".?i:0ag~od 
. 1?.~~-~~~~·'.r~:~~~~~:~·.;:~.;.. ~f'¼.~~d t~~t··.h~•.~·11id that :he would 

O 

..:·. .' '' l:ike, '.:"!~~:t ·cj i<~iieail 'and.- pPt· the plan thr.ough 
0 

in the hopes thnt the 
1 ! '.'.. t\/.'-' ··::.J:'·:·· :·:: · '·. ••• ,_:, o 1•.l,f \ !; f O , :,:, ~-~;.-

+~\Y?/'}~llh•r'co~nder might •,cced:. .~ • •' 
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·: ..:'• .,: -. ::M·. ,·,:• ···\'i_ '•,::t· .•·;, 
:. • _..,,., 

. Q· ·. :,·,~.s ~ th~ •'iig;-eemnt Jilade? 

Th'e ag~':'ment was carried as far as I have just discussed.

"' · I told Capt. ~hrieenger exactly who to.. contact, ~ Regimental Com­

-----..on,der· col-;-soUtherlanci,·M.a:if ·aoon:~aa American trciOjiB' entered ' taoleiize. 

Q Were the American prisoners of war released ·by Col. Peiper 

as a result of this arrangement.? 

A They were. I contacted, after I returned to Dcy' Regiment, 

Capt. Chrisenger, Lt. Yeomans, Lt. Higgenbottom,and my Operations 

sergeant and radio operator, and the terms had been carried out on 

Col. Peiper•a side. 

Q You say that the American prisoners or war were released 

as a result of the arrangement. About how many prisoners were 

·affected by that? 

A All of the unharmed prisoners of war in the large cellar, 

plus s~me wounded in the church. col. Southerland told rM a hundred 

and fifty, 

Q When you speak about the exchange of prisoners and 

wounded, what about the wounded in the chateau in stoumont? 

A Upon later tal.ld.ng with staff officers or my regiment, I 

found that appro:d.mately fifteen Amari.Can wounded and a larger 

number of German wounded was overrun in the chateaU: at stoumont. 

There tl8re also ~ome unh_armod Aioorican rmdical IIl!ID in t~eee named. 

Q Was this .exchange agreement reduced to writing? 

A It was. 

DEFENSE .(MR, . STR(\NG).: l!a:,; we . have the report.er re~at tho 

., 

1';;~j~,t
1
t/~'V~J;~t~j~~&~t2~t····. 

•,'::_.:, . • the reporter.) · • ~ • 

A It was. ,. 

http:report.er
http:tal.ld.ng
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Ta-216 ,.... 
sh-2 QUESTIONS. BY IEFENSE (LT. COL, lliVINELJ:) ,:° ;-.-~·:;_-.::: 

Q Ill.d you sisn it .and. did ·c~1~ P~iiie; '•is1i'it1 . 

A Wo did. . .-,: 
··· 4-·····Ana liow manjr copies or the agreemant was made

0

? 

A One. 

Q Do you lmow what became or the written agreement? 

A It passed through Col. southerland I s hands - as my conversa-

tion revealed - . he passed it on to the Division. The i~!ormation 

reached General Hobbs, my Chier commander. I do not lmow what becwm 

of the ~ctual paper. 

Q Referring to the town of La.Gleize, you mentioned the church. 

was there more than one church in the town of I.aGleize on that date? 

A In my movement around LaGleize I only saw one church, o.nd 

as far as I run concerned there is only one church at 1,aGleize. 

Q Arter the agreement for the exchange of prisone_rs and wounded · 

,ras made, what did you do next? '/ 

A Capt. Chrisenger and I then moved over to the side of the 

cellar, and were observers !or the remainder or our stay in the cellar 

l'rhile preparations wns ma.de by col. Peiper !or evacuation or the town. 

Q Vias that on the night or the 2J-24th or O,ceruber 1944? 

A It ns. 

Q Vlhat happened nax:t? 

·sh~rtlJr- after midnight~ capt. ChJ:?-senger was taken out by
•l: ·· ...: ·: :· ·.....' " .,,: 

his guard, Col. P~ipel"~fl ~t~a..;'f ~~ -col.• Peiper and _myself moved out 

:~ ~ho f°-u~~;:~i~~ }f'. i.f,i~~\·f \ i~ :,~~i~ '. ~~"r,~~d:on· r~ot ,w1~~ . . 
:·c_of _;, Peiper1s tr00pi581\d Sill81e :c01Wl1llii be;hlnd· u.s.' Or root'·marcbed out 

. or\ ~.~~wn: :. \.··y:··. _:~f-:(·.'·: ······ · · • · · · 
.,Q· ·~:-: \'!he~~~ y~~ ~~0° 

0 

thcm? ·• • 
A w,; moved approxlmatelt' du• south apd cro~sed the L1A.mleve 

River on a e:nall highway bridge. 

Q Will you indicate that on the map, pl.ease? 



··., 

··.. ........ 

·\ _:.:i·/:}t'.,\: ·.:· 
·;°:": -.·<·· 

·.. ·,'.i.~:?\\ --~-<{ . . : :-.- .. ·.. .: ........ 
; .- -~-~·.:.> \'.le..in~~ d out of toVlll approximately,_in,- this direction (indica-

,~0i}';)c~;~;.:·ci~\~~---;~~; directly \Ulden:ieath this i-ailr~ d bridge, 

on ·,; ·email high,,;,y bri dge • 
., ·. . 

0 

_DEFENSE "(LT. COL, DWINELL): Lot the record indicate that 

the ' witne: e , ti.as ; o~ted to a spot about two kilometers directly 

southwest or the to~ or La.Gleize, at a railroad on Prosecution ts 

ma.p, P-.3. 

A We then moved further south, climbing high up on this steep 

bridB,e -- this ;is exceedingly rugged terrain. We were approximately 

in here (indicatil_'lg), and I would estimate tvro hours a..rter 'We started 

moving I could observe vehicles exploding back in tho La.Gleize valley, 

and in a short time the entire ~ was filled with b~g vehicles 

and exploding ammunition. I presumed that to be the work or a demoli­

tion party left, ,behind °t?Y Col. Peiper. The party I vra.s with, followed 

by the\ single-column men, moved down through these woods, at approxi­

mately &daylight ·arrived at this road (indicating). 

DEFENSE (LT, COL. DWINELL): Lot the roco1-d show that the 

witness has indicated a fuovement south, and is now pointing at a 

road ju.st' Northwest or the tovm or Brurtl!!I. 
0 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (ET. COL, D'IIINELL): 

O. What.~dat·e a~ ,you referring to? 

A <·Thia ia t _he 24th or l)O~ember 1944. 
Q · Wi:iJ. ryoU- .continuo? 

A T·~-~~~o~iimn moV'ed do~ into the t~, where it broke ranks 

~d·-~~.;;;~n~ 'l~at I' Could see got something hot to drink 'and a bit 

·or -~lJ~:r~J:~~8· ~£ th~ houses ~here: · 
:;, :..i :'.· :;~:. . ·':·'.<, . : • . 

-;·_~~ ~-: Are .yo·u referring to the town of Brwne? 

· ···• :·41
• I..~ . ;Afi:er, in the morning, an l]our or at most an hour 

• . ' .... ·, -. . ; '•j . .' , ~:.~•': • • . 

and ~ halt. in thi'B \ own.., t~e column again moved North and ,back into 

these w90ds. 

(llcGown -01.roct) 
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~ £~~\ {T; ·COL. DWINELL): Let the record indicate that 

• ' ·.. • • ..-: • :'. ••• J) • 

,the w.it,nesi '18 Pointing to the wciode ju.st North or the town or·.. ,·· .. •.· .·. :o.. . .• . . 
arume·~ 

A .. The ;r;Dlainda'r of .the,.. twentr~rour daylight was spent moving 

a~ follol'fs, through these woods: We crossed the road here (indica­

ting), by nightfall tho · colw,n had closed up to this point here, 

DEFENSE (LT, COL, DWINELL): Let the record indicate that 

the witness pointed out. t~e point on the road ·approximately two kilo­

meters Southr1est of B.nlDle • 

A Th~re were approximately eight hundred ~n in Peiper•s 

'column, both by his oy,n admission and II\Y 0,111 estimation. Immediately 

at dark, Col. Pei~r started the -- to the point Which only consisted 

of 20 to JO men in front of where we were - the crossing towards the 

road. The point ran into an American sentry and the leading man was 

shot, a.a I saw him shortly a.rterwarde limping. The colWID'l coiled 

back up the hill and moved down to the south,iest, a distance or at 

least one half mile, possibly more, and again tried to cross the 

road. 

Q Are you rere~ring to the" road leading into Troia Pont from. 

the Sou~hweat? 
,, . . . 

A . I am r8fer~g t~ t~e icain road botween Tro\ s Pont and 

.B~see eadi~•:·. Tne coluan crOseed the road Wldetected, although 

sever~ ~rica.n yehicles chopped 'the column while it ' !as croseing. 

Due to the !'-brupt ch&.nies in directions and my Ol'm physical condJ.­

tio~,.. f 1
waa i ~bie to: keep ·abreast or my o'Wn location try~ that time 

on. I can remmuber wading at least two good sized stream.a, so 

estimate I was tO the East of/ both o,.r these olreama. 

Q Are you referring to the streams running North and South, 

and south of Troie Font? 

(l!cGoffll - Direct) 
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A I am. Shortly before midnight, col. Peiper and moat ,pf the 

members of his staff disappeared from the column. 

, (At thf~ point the witness returned to the stan~.) 

I could not aa'Certain where . he had gone. The yoWlg eapta1n 1vho operated 

near me continuously exhorted the men to greate.r ,nc;vement., and the 

column moved without a break. I cannot be exact as to the time, but 

approx:lma.tely 0300 or 0400 contact was made with American forces. 

Q On what date? 

A On Christmas or 1944 • 

Q During any or this time that -- dllrin8 an;y or this march that · 

you have just described with Peiperls unit, were there any Aroorican 

prisoners of war with you? 

A I was the only one. 

Q You spoke about Peiper•s ·staff being with him. can you tell 

us the ·names of ·the off'icora of Peiper 1 a regiment that were ld.th you 

at that time? 

A I cannot recall all of them but can ·remember a Lt. Col. von 

Weeterhau,Ben, a Diefenthal, an enlisted man named Froelich, a medical 

captain named Neumaier, and an orric8r named Poete·chke • 

Q .Do Y'Ou remeni:ler Froelich'& first name? 

A Paul. 

Q ·Do you know what Froelich•s duties were with th~·-unit? 

A . . He was a sort or runner o; body guard to Col. Peiper, and 

during the toot nml'ch guarded me for the:. bulk or the time. 

Q Ttcre you ever mi.etrea~ed in any way by Froelich? 

A ·en th'e contrary, Fr~1_i.ch ~ave me oeveral ci~arettes. 

Q Vihat happened next? 

A Contact was mado with Amorican wu.ts at apprcx:!.matol.7 0300 

or 0400. U.ght small anna fire . ~ell upon the Germans ,around where I 

was standing. U)" euards and myself hit the ground. A littl1 late.r .. I 

http:Fr~1_i.ch


,:;]i?>c;'.,\::< ._,thia fire fire landed quitewas increased and sixty millimeter mortar 

' '}~o~-~"-to us. I lay_atil;J. for a few minutes and then l_ooked about me· 

!Or ·irry. ~~ rdS~; ·r_..could not see anyone in sight. I started walldng 

at right an's:ic ·to the direction from which the American !ire had come. 

· I -walked approximately two hundre~ yards ' and then turned ~~Vmrd the 
. . . 

direction from which the fire had come. I ran into an American out-

post of the 82nd Airb~rn~ Divisioil vdthin..:..i inmdred yards. 

Q Did you ever see Col. Peii;er af1~r that? 

A Not until I returned t~ this theater for this trial. • 

Q Going ba.ck, to the 18th of Dacomber 1944, do you lmow whether 

on that day American troops of your Division were in the tol'fll of
0 

LaGleize? 

A They were not. Amerio~ 'troops did not enter taGleize until 

Christmas Day• 1944. 
. . ', . -· 

. Q ~ you kf!OW w~ether ~ troop~ ___or. ryur lli.vision were in 

CheneUX on that day? 

A They "{'re 'not. -Th~ oper~ti~~ -o,;.~l~ ~-t the °"d .or ·;~. 

• 18th ohowed our , _rd B!l,~talion fi"." hun~red ya~de En~t or stOumont
0 
0 

and with nothing ·f'~he~ East and ·nothirig South of the river. 

Q · Did :,cu then rejoin :,cur ·Rogin:ent? 

__ A,,· 'l re-~oin~d my Regiment on the, 26th or· Decenller. I etayed 

~t_the ,·Division c.P. the day and the night of the 25th. ·· 

·Q -..1•,mt did you do a~er that? 
; ' .•(: _,,, . . . . . --{ 
A ' I then asstm,d c"ollm18Ild of iey- Battalion and cOntinued fight- · 

ing until the end or the war. 

Q · Arter ·you rejoined your Reg!ment, wore you interrogate.cl by 

anyone concerning a r: p~rt or the Malmedy Cross-roads ,incident?. . ' 
A Yes, there were two separate investiga.tion_p, o'he or lhich 

came from Sup~me He"adquarte; s. The Supri!me Headquartere 1 inveeti~ 

gation was the most thof oU&h and rcontained pictures or Ge; man troops 

(l!cGolill -Direct) 

http:interrogate.cl
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.· \ m·d:~etood ·waa _takeil ~ 'the vicini,ty ~r ·:~ ~dY, Cross: ~~a~s. I wae 

· unabl8 to find any ·~onnection, and my "test:tin~DY in these investigo.-.. . .- ·.. ... 
0 

_ 

tions amowited to little. 

Q let me ask you again. While you ,;,re a prisoner of war with 

Col. Peiper, did· you see any mistreatu:ent of prisoners of war at any 

time? 

A I saw no serious mistreatment of prisoners Of ,mr. 

Q s\fter you rejoined your Regiant subsequent to the 25th of 

December 1944, did you have any conversations with anyone in your 

Regiment concerning_prisoners of war? 

PROSECUTION: If the court pleas~, I r~quest that the Defense 

tie this in a little bit more closely. There is' Ilo doubt many convcr-
, ' ) ' 

aations were tald.ng place. r.et1.'s lim:lt it' to the case we are trying 

here todcly. 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. DY/INELL): Tho rltness testified that ho 

i=ejoined hi~ Batta}ion, an~ his Bai tS.llon had p~vi~usly b'een engaged'<J,' 
at LaGleize~ I be.lieve that t ,he conne~~ion"was ~de ~y 1:'3~son ·of the 

it• fact that ~B ~wn ·m!n were involved in the occuPation of 'the 'to,m. 

. P~~j~~: ~_hat .corinectiC?~ .:wa-~·nOt est8.bllshed in yollll 

: que'si.ion;·, ho;.,.,~r. _., ·. · 
. • .;·,.: ·~· . -~ / '.- ·;' ' I':,'.' ' • :r ' , ';" r ' ' • 

· 1.QUEST±o~s· BY . IEFENSE . (LT. COL, 11/IINELL):

.:t -:'.:;~,'.' /~0~\;::;.;;j~i~(~~·ai~t;..nt, subsequent to tho 2.5th or 
1 

>:·o,~emb~;_; did yo~ ~~~,;~ ~-~ ·have conversations with any or the members 
• ,1 , ,' • • ( 

~f ;,;,ur outfit th~t had ~en in1 

tho town of I,aGleize? . . .~ 

0 PROSECUTION: f still think ho should !ix the date that those 

troops were in taaioize that. he is talking about, ir _the court ploo.~e. 
0 

IEFENSE (LT. doL. Oi'lINELL) : I will. rephrase th~ ci\18etion.(McGown- Direct) 
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Q Afte'r JOU rejoined your regiment subseq~ent to the 2,Sth
/I 217 

Decemb~r. 1944, did you confe r or have any conversatiOn with any of 
20. s_. · l ·. 

the rnombers of you:r unit who had been i:'1 la Gleizo subsequent to t!le 

18th December i 944 ? 

A I conferred ,11th Captain Chrisoneer, Iq Yeoman and Lt · 

Higginbottoc, my operations Sergeant and the· Radio Operator and with 

several other Enlisted t!en who . I cannot name at· t he P resent timo 

because it \7as n ve 1•y serious mtter to me as to whether or not 

' they had been net free unhnnned . 

Q And what did they tell you ? 

A They told me that during the night 0£ 2uth to 25th Decembe1• 

t he Gennans had l eft t hem but that they had stayed in tho cellar until 

~he Amoricnns c a1110· into the toml, :to o!Jcnpe the Anti-Aircraft barrage 

which the Ame:1-cans put on the term regnrdl~s~ of tho opposition. 
•, 

Q Durlnc the time that you were a prisoner of ,mr of Colonel 

Peiper 1a outfit, . did you aoo any Beleian civilinno ? 

A I oan one woman Belgian civilian in la Glei·~e and a fe,r in 

Brum. 

Q Do you knovr anything about other treatment by P8iper1o 

Regiment ? • 

A . I can only say that_ I smt no mistr,cnttr.ent of tho.oe I &1.l'r. 

Q Referrinc to the convorsationo you hod v,ith Peiper r,hile 

you were 'in I.a Gleize dur·lng the time he conversed vtith you will you 
•• r ,, 

describe hio manner: ? 

A Colone~ ·reiper 1s nanner torl'ards me was respectful and he 

spoke with what .I bolievod mis sincerity. 

Q Arter you rejoined your rogiment subsequent to the 25'th 

December 19li.h, did ·~u n:iake a report to any American authorities. con­

cernin'g what happened ~Ne you were with coionel Peiper 1s unit ?:....... ..~ 
A At the requeat or the Divioional G-2, ColonCl H@ll, I cave 

••f'- g 

his stenographer a dictated report of tho hi.chlights of what went on 



.•. :1••••• ......:·.:: ... 
· f '~s dny. ft ;yas the s ame day I left the . G~ rnan unit: 

DEFENSE: {_Lt Col 11.'IIl!ELL), I hand the reporter a document 

and request that it 'be marked Defense Exhibit D-2 for identifico.tion. 
(Vfhereupe:n the document -,,a·s marked by reporter) 

. • · nm;Emm:(Lt 901 .!JllltlELL), The Defense offers in ovidence 

a certified copy of a re!)i-oduced document titled Hq. United Stat,es 

ForCes, Euro~ean T~catcr, APO II 751, Historical Division. dated 22nd 

t~y 1946 with covering letter attached thei-eto, Hq. 3rd urµ. tcd States 
. . . 

AnilY, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff C'r-2 ,Aro 403, dated 

23rd Vay 1946 addressed to _Colonel i:illis U. Everett, Chief Defense 

Counsel, lm.lmedy Trial, from C. P. Bixel, Colonel, Assistont Chief 

or Starr, G-2, and_r equest that it be received.in evidence and marked 

Defense 'Ebchibit n-:2: attached to the Record and rnnde a part thereof. 

PROSECUTION: If it please ' the court, I ·u-ant to inquire 

·rrom the Defense if this _attachme~t is a record made by this Tritness. 
0 

DEFJ%'SE(Lt Col Ill/INEIJ.), This is .offered as and.' ficial 

document - acertif; ed tl'Ue copy of an official doc~c.nt and the 

letter attached thereto CC?nnects the document with the witness. 

PROSECUTION: ~Tho matters in this docwncnt, can this be 

testified t,o by this rttnes_s ? 

DEFENSE:(Lt Col mn:t-!ELL), I . don't kn.a,, i1hether they can 

be testified·· to or not. 

PROSECUTION: I want to lmoi1 if the material for this doc­

ument was ·furnished by this wi~ess. 

DEFENSE:(Lt Col ll7/INELL) I don't !mow that • I would have 

to ask him that question. 

PROSECUTION. If this document was prepared by information 

furnished by this witness then wo object to the admis; ion of this 
11 

on the grounds that it is not the best ovidenc~ aVailable because . the. 
. 

. ' 

. 

witness himself is here to testify, 

0 
JAW ffli:!ADER : Doc~ cnt3 such as thi~, which being an official 

document will be ndm:l.ttl d i."'1 evidence and ~ court wil:!, p.l~ce such 

http:doc~c.nt
http:received.in
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20, s. J bo marked Delem;e Ex:hibi t D-2. 

(WhereUpon the document rcferl'ed to, ha.vine boen previously marked 

was received in evidence as Defense Exhibit D-2: is attached hereto 

and made a pnrt of tho recoi-d.) 

DEFENSE:(Lt Col Dl'ITNELL). The Defense requests P3rmisDion 

to have Defense Ex.hibit D-2 read to the Court in the Gozman language 

the1 transiation of ,1h:i~h I obtained ahead of time .to aid the court. 

lAW :.tE.m£n: It ia nothine more 01· loss than a 1Trltten 

reprecontation of the tentimony already given by this wi tncss is it ? 

DEFE!!SE:(Lt Col IT.illlELL) It is a little more than that, 

There a re additional thines. 

IAW ~~R: If . the wi tneos is here to t8stify he should 

testify rather thnn 1:1s0 that document. This i s needless repetition. · 

I c ann~t see any reason to read 1:t into the record if it is merely 

repetition or ,1that the Witness said. If the Defense insists upon 

reading it , the c~urt rtill , of course grant your wish. 

DEF!lNSE:(Lt Col DWINELL) I don't insist on it beinc rend 

at this time, 

IAW 1.ffi:1,ffiER; Does the proaocution object to anything 

contained in this document ? 

P.ROSECUTIOlI; Uay it please the court vro have not had tho 

opportunity of ~ad~g it. The Defense told ne it was a report which 

wao prepared by this l'Ji.tness. r.rrf,n1y objection is that 1 t is not the 

best evidence • 

DEFENSE: (Lt Col ~7INELL), I believe this ia a tronacript • 

of the information that the witness gave after he 'left C!?lonel 

Peiper' s outrit - his name is mentioned in~ide and s:lgnod by the 

Colonel mentioned. 

ffiOSECUTI0N. As I said before ,ny only objection is that 

it is not the l:est ovi.dence because the ff.itnesa who made arxi siated . 
case, tll:ln it is 
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# 217 . QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Lt ~ol In'iINE~) : <:-:_._,.. , 
20. s•.4 Ref~rl'ine to the time when ~~-·~1e11: ·-~-- ~-G~e~·ze,you 

stated t hat there were some other American Ll.euten8nts who were 

prisoners of ·,1ar, :l..sn 1t that so ? 

A Yes therowere. 

Q Did they ever tell ynu at that time ,,hen and where they 

were captured ? 

A Yes we com~red notes upon get. tine together fC'lr the first 

tirr,e: Lt, Yeoman and the unidentified Lieutenant nhose name I cannot 

remember Trnre c apturod early on the mornine of the 19th in Stoumont. 

;t Higginbottom and Lt Henleiy, v,ho Bil I have said before, was killed, 

wao captured on the 20th in a chnteau which iu another chateau from 

the o ne I have previously mentioned on the other side of Stoumont to 

the west. Thia '17BS a large huildi~g. It was not a true Delgian type 

chateau but :i.t rtas a vory laree building. 

CROSS EXAJ.IDUlTIOU 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q What ,1as your regiment during this period of time l'TC 

have been talking abcut, 10 th December 19~4 up to the 2,S'th December 

194!, 

A Tho ll9th Infa~try, 

Q Now on what day were you captured ? 

·A I was cnptured early in the afternoon of 21st and left the 

Cermans on 25th. 

Ci You arc pretty certain about that ? 

A Those times a re approximate - I mean the d ate. 

Q If you lmew that Peiper made a S1Torn ritatement to the effect 

that you li'CI'8 captured on the r 20th, would th~~ change your answer ;ny ? 

A It Ttould not. 

Q After ~u were captuXJ;ld I 'believe you testified that you 
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,:.]f:t'/i"F· -~-.,. . •. . . · ·.· 
· Q ·w~s··.. t fia; t ·.·c?I~~el. Peiper ' & c.r .· 

A He rr.o.s . t.½ere and it is my- impression that that was hio 

forward C.P. 

Q iTere yoU ever .taken while you wore a prisorer, to the 

C.P. in Stoumont_? 

A That place which I have just rrentioned is tho ohly house 

to which I was taken in Stoumont. 

Q That really is not i n Stoumont in it 7 

A It is quite a distance from the built up nren of Stoumont 

~ut it ia Within sieht of it. 

Q You hava testified that you have traveled - rr,oved u round 

I would say con:;iclo rably in La Ol ei ze tl1rougl~out the period or your 

ca11tivit;y ? 

A I did, 

Q Were you escorted \Tlt! n you nere moving from one basement 

to another ? 

A Generally two guards rroved with me aometimos only one. 

Q Dut you were aluays undor guard ? 

I was. 

Hmr IJlEU1Y different cellars die!, you see American Prlsoner::1 

of rm.r in ? 

A In ~o - tho snia~ one in which wero t he fouro .fficors, 

~nd mysoU', and the larger o~o for th'!l nan. , 

Q Did you visit all t he cellars in La Gl eiM? 

J. I did not. 

Q During your travels ' in 1n Oleize, did you notice the 

school-houae ? 

A I do not remember a s s hool-house in Ia Ol cize . 

Q But you Wero (by tl1t chur~h uere you not ?.. 
A I passed near the clru.rch several times . 

Q Ir you will recall, diroctly opposite the r ront of tho 



1/ Zl.7 A I can dimly remombcr somethlng about t.1o rronwnent - but 

20·. s. 6 . I mnnot remember the s choolhouoo. 

Q Do you remember a building there at all ? 

A Yes. 

Q Did y-ou co behind that build.inc ? 

A I did not. 

Q Did you co into that eulley v,h!ch is dmm in boh:i.nd that 

building ? 

A I did not I stayed onl y on tho no.in street. 

Q Horr rrany prisoners ~id you say you snvr -:rhen youfirst c~me 

into La Gleize ? 

A Four oi'fi.cers m d I had a count takon of the tron and we 

got 131.i one tine and 13~ the next tire and I think one ar thern must have 

moved during the hond count- so I nouid say approximately 135' .. · 

Q Did that number increaoe fror:i the time ycucame UI la Glcize 

until you left Colonel Peipe.r on tho retreat ? 

A On the 23rd the laot daylight. we spent in the to\m tl1ero 

wore some o.dditiona. 

Q About hoiV many would you say ? 

A tlot OV'3r 12:Ir emembor 7 or som<Jt.ldng 1 ike that. They 

'lrore captured from tho attack wh.i.ch I · rrontioned and Dome were ld.lled: 

They were from tho 3rd Armorod D!vision. In.additi.on Captaln Chr.!.Aenier 

was captu~d by him:.elf nhilo on rnconn&ls:.rnnco. 

Q You montioned that aomo prisoners of 1mr l'l'ere ld.lled, this 

6 or 7, no.re any othe~ killed ? 

A Thay were the only oneo ; learned about from prisoners -from 

•• otl1,;,r prisoners of !'3r or from Colonel:. ~ciper. 

Q What I 8!'1 trying to find out is - you eta.tad Lt Henleywas • 

ld.llod, and thero were· lJB by hcai count with tho four officers and you 

say there were 12 cnpturod - giving You fS'o and andther 9 or 10 killed. . 
would ?lllike ;I. if about lllO when you left, is that correct ? e 

http:In.additi.on
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20 , s . 7 , 

A Yes . Colone l Peipor mnde a s ta t9ment he had 150 and 

included prisone r s - American pr i soner s who were r.ounded, but I 

never counted those . 

Q Diel he ever i ndicate to you how many wounded there were? 

A He did not but there were 15 according to Colonel 

Southerland in the Stouroont chatenu. He di d not aay tho number in the 

clrurch at ta Gleize. 

Q Did ;}OU think thore,73re as many ao 50 American wounded 

in the church at I.a Gl e i ze ? 

A I have no i dea aa 

TIOuld be hi(!h. 

to tho CY.act numbcr,btlt I think that 

PRESi lENT : Tho Cour t Will receso until 1530 hours 

(Whereupon t ho court r eceosed at )$00 hours.) 

(l'cGown-cross) 



(Whoreupon tb3 Court reconvenedat 1530 hours.) 

PRESIDEH'l't Court will come to order. 

PP.OSECUTIOlh If thl Court please, all tho members of tlie 

court arel pros .mt; all tho ProSecutioo with the exception of Lieutenant 

Colonel Crawford and ~ptain Shw:i.aoker I ab:.ent on bu.sinoss of the 

Prosecution and Captain Byrne· e.~cused by verbnl order of the Co:runan:ling , 
General, all the members of the Defense with +,he exception of Dr. 

Hertkorn absonton bu.siness of the Defense I all the dofendant,o and 

the r oporto1• are prosent. 

DEFENSE, Tho Defens'3 recalls Lieutonant Colonel Hnl D. 

0 
Pm5EC!.:'TION: Tho witness is reminded that he is still under

0 
oath. 

Lieut enant Colonel HAL D. L!cCOWN I a ,titnoas for tiYl Defense 

res umed th'l stand and Watified as follOWBt 

(Wheroupon tha que stions J ansWBrs and other pro<:eedinca -,.•ere 

interpreted to tho German oouns el and the acousad.) 

CROSS ElW!lNATIDN 

QUESTIONS BY PP.CBECUTION (oont•d)i
0 

Q Colonel McCo,m, do you kn0'3 of ao;y othor prisoners of 1rar boinc 

0 killed at LBQleil'.e other than Lieutenant Henley and the nine er ten you 

referred to being killod durinc the Attack'/ 

A I do not. 

·Q. Colonel, I believe you testUied on direct .examination that 

the only infractions of Oen8va Convention rules were taking of watches 

and rinc:s and food, ia that correct'/ 

A •rhat is not correct. 

Q WUl you tell mo what ie correct J thi!D? 

.. • A• T:at-:,~: a.rep~ ei_:'en ma tm: rirs! t~ ~ ._~ t~:l'Qgated. t~ 

135th group pris~n!rl! or war. :· ··\.-,!~: .\: • : t 
Q Were t i;re"otreii1 infractions? 

A Are y;u asking a direct question'/ 

Q I am asking you to your o~ knowledge did anybody tell you about 
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A I , mado the statemont thoro were no serious infractioris or tho 

Geneva Convention under direct testi.'Tlocy. 

Q Thero Trare no s orioua in.fractions, then? 

A Thllt :b true. BY serious infractions, I moan those which I and 

other A.'llerican commanders were not equally rtqilty du.Ji nc the war. · 

PROSECtrrIOlh If the Court please, I ask that the answer be 

stricken from the record. 

LAW ?fflmER1 The Court ,nu take notice of it. It is not 

r osponsive. 

PRESlDENT1 The last stotement of the witness 'lrill be stricken 

.free. tha rooord and the Court will take n~ notice of same. 

Q J[oi,- many til@s did you visit Colonel Peiperta co111mand post 

in LnGleize? 

A I viaited a plo.ce whore Colonel. Peiper was, to the best of nu 

memory, fivo times. Kts .fully equipped com:nand post, only twice. 

Q lIO"« ~~ t.i.mes did you.visit ,dth Colonel Peiper from COii'Jnand 

post, or cellar or houoe ,1hile ~ou TI"ore at LaGleize? 

A Four times in 1-IQleize. 

~ You mentioned,. I believe thllt you nado twe: reports, two 
I 

statements prior to today of your experiences 11hile you were captured, 

is that correct? 

A I believe I snid thoao were inveotieatione, concerninc th, 

~ lmed;y' incident whidi. occurred shortly ai'ter my return to American 

control. 

Q Did you over make an;y sworn statements about your expari~ncea 

in LaOloize? 

A I did, 

Q m»n ,,as that? 
4 

A That wa~ 1n. the Swt'll9r of l9_1.i5 im.'11edia:ely before tey"" .ct.tf.iston 

nioved back to the z~ne of inV-lrior. 

Q Who took this statement? ' 
.; 

A I cannot say who -- the whgt yo1;1 nrl.s:ht aall Prosecutor WP.P: 



Q Was tho Prosecutor, so-called Prosecutor fro:J1 ~·cwt Di vision ., 

30ur 1•egim9nt? 

A Ho ,-rt1s not, Ha ·;;es from higher headquart ero and I run not sure 

which one. 

Q \7as this statement Bi'l'Orn to? 

Q \7ould you recognize it .tr you see it? 

A I would. 

Q. Ia this your ni gn~t.ure? 

A This is it and Lieutonent if(.lydon vms tho Prosecutor in t hat. 

I dcin 1 t krlo,·, ' tha other o!i'icer in that. 

Q Col onel , I will ask :.,ou if you·t1Jre ask!Jd this question nnd 

l; il you repliod in th!lt manner about the sworn s t atamont yo U testified 

about: 1\'lill you ro~te what happened in respect to your capture by the 

en8D\Y I wh3r e it hapP')ned. and \Then, and aey unusual circwistancos that 

occurred?'. And your ansr;eri 'I was captured on the 22nd in the vicinity 

ot Stoumont, Belgium. I rras taken to La Olei ze , B!?leium, b1;1adqunrter s o£ 

t he 1st SS Rogioent, com:mndsd by Lieutenant Colonel Poi})er , Joachim whom 

I met immediately. t 

PRrSIDEHT : Will you pl eaoe raco tho Court in 11\3.king your reply., 

,J, A That is col'rect with the exception of the 22nd. That is definitely 

an erroneous date and I misread th:, typewritten copy whon I GiGfled that. 

Tl:n 21st io woll ~ lanted in zqy mamory and I never said tho 22nd t o ~ ' 

Q I ni 11 ask. you whether this quostion was asked. and whethor this 

a.nSlTer was given, From tbs stateoont t Quas tion: 'What then ooourred?• 

Answert 1DW'ing ~ stay in thehandD or the eno~, nothing in viol ation 

or the Qenev& rules cans to ~ knowledge: or attantion '111th the !allowing 

exceptions, Details ct 6 to 10 American enlisted Mn l'l'Or9 used daily by 

th; O~nnan3 t ~r tho follOYfinl!: purpo i..'l!st Bu.rying b::ith Oermo.n ·and ~~-:,ican 
• " • • t •• 

deadJ moving 88: icm. 8JJlilU.-dtion from one tank to anotha1•J acting no • ;• •.. 
hospital orderlies tor German and American. wounded, ; persmolly saw 

thane Ji8ll l eave the ahelter or a collar to go on those duties and roturn 



0 

doing. In tho toYio or ..Lo.G~eiz8 ·~t thi::i tia? t here ,ras boinc p~aced 

heavy American a r tillery r ll'e. I :va s in.forred by ona Aroorican enli sted 
3 

m&n., name un.lmown to me ncm, that one ·or his buddie s had been killod by 

American artillery doing this work. t 

A That ta correct, 

Q Is your answer correct in this instance? 

A Thatta right, It was, 

Q Ia the answer still correct? 

A It is, 

Q I il'i.ll ask y~u if this question was asked and ~·ou made this 

• rep1Jr1 ~uostion 'Having heard o!' these viol!lt ions, did you have an 

• opporttmity to protest them?t Anawert 11 protested that and several 

other minor violatiorui "hich I monti omid. The minor violat ion::i were 

corrected, mainly", I V/as this quostion asked you and who made tha t 

r eply? 

A I did. 

Q rd your roply true? 

A Yes. 

Q I will ~ k you the next queation, 1Do you knpw of theso 

violations occurring, after y~ur protest?' Arl!lvrei•t 1TOO protest was made 

to tho Oeriran warrant officer in charge of all prironers by mo personally. 

The details were not stopped. I spoke to Colonel Peiper concerning this 

lator tha 1':1rst tiffl9 I saw him, nhich Vias juat before he evacuated the . 

town of LaGleize ~ an attempt to osoape and th~;e uere no details after 

that, since all Amorican soldiers imp1•isoned th9re wnre turned loose by 

i
Peiper at that t~oe wiUi the ~xception of nuseu., 

A · Yea1 that is correct. The question l'fBD asked and the answer 

was given as stated. 

PROSiCUXIONt No furthe f-"' crOss examination. 

8) REDIRECT E(AlffiJATION 
"' . "· • ',,.QUESTIDNS BY DEFENSE (Lt• ~~l onel Dwinell)! 

Colonal Uc covm, I beli,.eve you said on cross examination t.bat. 



you didn 1t visit all the cellara in the tota ar taOleize durinG the 

tine you lte!'EI th.ere in ~cember 19US. I believe you arumered no. 

A That• s correct. 

Q ·- How_many cellars die! you .visit?. ___________________ 

A To the teat or~ knowledge I Visited !i".o....in :all .in;;-LaQleize. 

Q Do you recall th'l size c£ the town as 1t existed in tho month 

or December 1944 while you were 'thoro? 

A It was a small villace, betl'fecn twenty-five' t,o forty houses I 

would estimate. The rrajoritl~ of them wore o! very poor construction and 

had no cellani . 

Q Did it have more thm one main rocd? 

A TMre was only one main road go_ing throuch town. 

LT. CD U:Hn:t D',IDIBLL1 No rurth.<ir questions. 

PROSEClTrIOH1 No reoross. 

EXA!-IIN!.TION BY CO!RT 

l!UESTIONS BY IAW IJE!lli!:Rs 

Q Did you ask to be moved to the rear' of the area of battle? 

A I did not, sir. 

Q :qo you know wh;y you "l'lere not moved, you and the othar prUioners? 

A I do, air,. On the 21st lVhen I \fBB ordered to attack I kn81'f 

Colonel Peiper 1 s !oroe was complete~ out off frOJl'l all help. 

PRIBID001 AJty other Q,..lestions by the Court? There appear to 

be none. Th9 -w1 tness is exouoed. 

(Whereupon tha uitness was exo\1sed and wit_hdrew from the courtroom.) 

DEFENSE, It is stipulated by and between the Proseoution nnd 

Dete iiso that IJ.outcnant Colonel l!obcmn is uxoused per~ontly f10 m appeazw 

ance in thio Court. The Defense calls as its ne>...-t witness Colonol Rudolph 

' Lohmann. Mr. Stronc on behalf oi the Defense will oond'uot the direot 

examination, Tb:t Defense does not contemplate 1·eoallin8 thit. Witness. 
' • •: r.:r ";"" ,.~• .. I• 

RUOOJ!H LF'..HYtO-lN, n 0witnoss !or tl-e Defense was ,~:r ~'o;~~ -~ ~~~ iad 

through an mierpreter as follows, 



DIRECT Er.All.I!IATIO!I 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEl!SE (llr Strong)! 

Cl Vlill you give us your full nD.ZI19, ploase? 

_____A_,_ ~.Rµqo_lph_Lelmµmn. 

Q \'{h!I, t ia your rank in the Ger~ ~my? 

A st.andartfuehrer. 

Q Do you still hold that rank? 

A Yea. 

Q, Are you presently a prisoner of war'/ 

• A Yos • 

• 
Q; 't'lh~re ara you held in cutody? 

A In the bunker in Dachau. 

Q Will you toll m 11hm you joined the Party. 

A 1937. 

Q. Were you ever a melllber or the general SS? 

A No, 

¥, .'••~ Q \1111 you please tell ,us when you joined the warren SS? 

A 1933. 

~ - Q . Was the V/a!fen SS at this ti.Jm oalled Y/affan SS or did. it havo 

~ any other name? 

A The \Vaffen SS at that time was called 1Derfugurgstrutt!3. • 

Q mw.t were the duties of the Wa.i'fon SS at that t1mo? 

A It ;was at that t iIOO trained exnotly like th9 Ancy and by the 

Army. 

Q \~t was your job durinc the so-called 1Ei£el Offensive 1 

in Docambar 191,h and January 19457 

A I wns • chief of general stai'f of th, First SS Panzer Corpe. 

Q Who was your cornnsr.ding aeneral? 

A SS Oruppenfuehrer Priess. 
-~ Q • 

Q Do you re1mmber to have received aa ohief of e~rr: an ,.order o1: 
• & u ..•• fl•,• .. :~, • ~ 

th:l ,day .from Ogneral pie~ i!'.=h? •
0 



ol'-·, 

·-: ·· 

Q Did you receive any a iditional orders of the day at around the 

Sam3 tJJoo'l 

A Yes. 

Q From wh:>m'l 

A From Rundstedt and Model. 

Q Vtill you t.81-lus very briei'l.y the contents o:f Gene7al Dietrichta 

i. 
order'/ 

A The main substance or tb order wa9 the following1 That the 

workers on the homo :front ha.d c;:iven us the ,1eapone throU3h hard wo1·k which 

we were now to ueo £or the dacieive turn a£ the ,war, Furthol'morc, it said 

{9 in thare that the air corps and th.9 V-weapone l1ould support this bat.ti.. 

Th!tt was tho main part. 

Q, Colonel Lehmann, I r0ad to you ncr,7 :from a statement aigned by 

General Dietrich and d.!ted 22 tta.roh .1946, which :l5 Proseoutionts Exhibit 

. ' 
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I ' 
Col. Lehmann, I rend to you nov from a state:ient signed 

by Gen. Dietrich nnd dated 22 March 1946, which ll'ae Prosecution1 e 

Exhibit B-6. In this statement he saJtai 11 In the order which I ia­

aued foi- the 6th Panzer Arrr;y for the Eitel offensive I ordered thit 

our troops have to be preceded by e. wave of terror and fright and 

thE.t ,no human inhibitions ahould be show." Were these remrko con­

tained in the order of the ~? 

A llo. 

Q. Are you positive about itt 

A Ye•• 

Q. Did yo\1 read the Order of. t.he DaytQ 
A Yee. 

0 
Q, • Do A you remember receiving an order from the accused Gen• 

.. Kraemer uhich waa received ahortl~ prior to the offensive, about 

pr!oonera of wart 

A Yee. 

Q, Will you plea.ea tell us eoino details about this order. 

A I remember '\"eey well that during 'tbe preparation for this 

offenGive I went to the Ar'fIJ'1 Staff One dq and there talked to Gen. 

0 Xr11.emer about t,he probl"m of prisoners of var, Blld particularl7 about 

0 the 4iff'1eul. ties of traffic regulations in case largo numbere of 

priaonera would be taken. And in thh connection the order Of the 

Arm;y- ·'4a1 made up that the prhonera were to be collected at the 

mnni tion and fuel dumpa and from there were to be to.ken bnck by empty 

oonvoya. 

~ You l'emember to have eeenj hia order 7our1e~tt 

A Yee. 

• Q. ~ vhom wa1 ,it aignedl 

J. I dori'~ quite know whether it waa in the ·operati onal order 
1 

1 
wt th those detaila. If U waa in the operational ~rder . it vae signed 

•• .. •• 11ij•
0 

b:7 General Dietrich. If it wna in the epeoial inetnotiona for mppl7, 



,. 

Q. But you remember d1et1nctly to have read such an order? 

A Yee. 

1r Q. And what did you do after you received thi a order from the' 

army,ae far aa 701U" dlvieione were conaerned'I 

A I talked about th11 m!ltter with the quartermaster chief 

of the first corps and he worked out thia point in the paragraph of 

prisoners of war. Thia ol'der then vent out to the divisions, aigo-, 

ed by me. 

Q, Wac tbio order an independent order or did it form part 

of hie operation.al order which vent to the Dlvieionet 

A The special instructions for supply are a part of the 

operational order,
0 

Q, line this order also sent to tbe Liebatandartel 

A Yee • 

. Q, Were you present at the conference held at the Command Poet 

of Oen. Priess on 15 December 1944? 

J. Yee. 

Q, Who else was preaentT 

.. The 1-A of the Corpe, the Divisional Commanders, the then 
:;0 

Lt. Col. Skorzeey, Col. Peipe; and Lt. Col. Kuhlmann. 
/.0 Q. Do you remember whether Gen. Prle•at that. t1lDe mde a 

speech? 

A Yee. 

'I What . did ho •~T 

. A He again pointed toward the importance of the operation and 

nplain~d those mattera which, because of the secrecy of the matter, 

were not contained in the operational order; that is, the taaks of the 

neighbon. 

'I What d.o you medl b1 the taeke of the neighborat 

.. The ta11~1 or' th; divisions end 00~8 to the .ritht and lert• . . . ,· 
Q. Did Oonerel PrieH read to the p•ople Who were present at 

that time tbe order ot the dQ1' of General Dietrich? .. 

http:operation.al


.. 
.. 

A It h poasible. 

Q., Do you· remember, b7 OJl7 chanoe, how the order of the d.83' 

ot' General Dietrich was lligileU 

A I don I t underatend the question. 

Q, Do you remember how the order .of the da7 by Oen. Dietrich 

. waa dgned? Did he uae his full nal19 or only the l'UIJ'\e "Dietrich" 

or how did he sign it? 

A It could be 11Dietricl111 ond it could be 11 Sepp Dietrich", I 

don't remember. 

Q, !low coming back to the speech 'Which Oen, Prieu made at the 

conference on the 15th of December, 1944, did he mention in this speech 

prhonera ot war Or 01Tili~st 

A llo. 

Q. Are you poaitive about it? 

A Yea, 

Q. · Did he ea7 anything about any unusual metbode ot war to 

be ueed? 

A Ho, 

Q, Did he aq no prieonere of war should be taken?0 
A No.,

0 
·Do you remed:ler whether Oenernl. Prieea etqed during the entire 

length of the oonterence or not?,, . 

'A B• 18tt 1hortl7 bet~re it vae over. 

Q, Wlio presided then~ 

A I. 

Q, Do 70u reDlember an order which came dow from the BrJll1' aur-

geon of th'! ~mJT and hnd to do with the treatment of woundedt 

A Certainly there was something about that in the , suppl:, !)i-- · 
.; ' 

derot the Al'm1'• 

Q. Vbat wanald in itt 

A I remember aometht~ ~n connf ction with tbe dif'fi~Uea 

of route, and tbe 0oldne11 which waa e:a:pectod and about the few med,,. 
. - . 

ioai vehiolea that were available for the evacuation. 



~-
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Q. Did ·it oay how ~ericnn wounded i,rhonera , should be treated? 

A llo. 

Q, You remember an order ioaued by General Krasmer in the 

earl7 part of' December about the treatment of prhonera of' war? 

A Ye•• 

Q, What Yf'.e eald in thl a or der? 

A Aa a whole• I got the ea.me thing vbich I mentioned before. 

I do not remember further detaile. . 
Q What do you know about an investigation which wae ordered 

on the army in connection with the allegodli:lllng of prhonera of 

war on or about 17 December, 1944t 

A A letter addreHed directly to the division arrived from 

the arm:,, but. I either submitted it to Oen. PrleH or I ~lght have just 

told him the contents. in lilh.ich it wae ordered an investigation ot 

kilHng of prl.eonera of war. 

Q, Did 7ou forward thh order to the dlviaionsl 

A Tea. 

Q, And did the dlvialomeend their npliet to you or d_1re_ctl7 

to tho armyl 

· A J only know that a traoe letter arrived from arJ117 about 

this reply. However, the Liebeto.ndarte from.the 26th or 26th De­

oember • waan1t Bubordinate to tho corpa aJl7 more niid J do not know 

a~hing o.bout tha ropl7. 

Q. De you ·remember ~ Col. Lerull&IUl, in any order from Arm7 
forward unito, 

vbioh contained proviaions, rogularion1 1 what the,epearhea.d,thQuld 

do with priaonera of ~arl 

A What are ·provhiona and. ,'!i'hat. are f'or.:,rd unital 

Q, »y forward unita I mean ape8 rheada. 

A ,.. I re:ne11:.b~r theii un"der paragraph· "Pl~ or :Battie: ~he fol­

lowing vaa · oontained.1 That the armored epearbeada .vere ouppoaed ... 
to turn over the ptiaonera to the grenadier unita folloviq. . . 
(~ehr\aun - direot) 



• 
Q. Was this provision part of the operational or,ler or the 

supply order? 

A I know that it was put in the operational order by corps 

o.nd it could not have be,on in the 0pernt1onal-in the uupp~7 order 

of the ar1D¥ under any circumat&noes. 

Q. Eo.ve you, 7ouraolf, seen aey American prisoners of war in 

the period between 17 December, 1944, o.nd the earl)' part of Janusr y 

19161 

A · Yea. 

Q. Will you please tell ua .vhen and wherel 

A That was on the dq when corps hsadquartera O.P. was moved 

fro:t ippenbach to JJorn. It vas on a forest road on which i 'Wtl.1 1 

which et that time was a auppl7 road of the corp,. 

Q. Do you remember the app1•oximate day? 

A The 19th or 20th or December. 

Q, You remember where you saw them? 

A It lo not on the map. I vent down thc.t Yaf• (Indicating). 

There, approximately, ie lilppenbach, 'u I. ramumber 0orreot17. 

·vr. COL. DWIDEL, Let tho record show that tho witneee 

-0 
indicates a place beyond the colored portion of the Dl&p, south ot 

0 Honafeld, approximately five kiltmetere south of Hon1feld. 

A It wa1n1 t there; I am just trying to remember where 1t 

was. From here ( indioat1ng) I went aouth and toward the west and 

1outbwest, reapeotively, there is a large fereet throU&h wl'~oh tbia 

road rune. 

~ · Vas it betwoon Honafeld and lllppanbaobl 

A If I have a uiap, I could tell you enot17. 

Q. Let the record show that ; he :rl.tn.e~, indicn; ea a p; aoe 

--, beyond the colored part ot the map, about ten kilometers south of 

Hone!eld. How ~ pr!Gonert were therel " 
0 

: :. ": • • • •::• ~·~ 11 •• o • 
~- • • A • Prett1 hard to tell you the number. At any rnte, there 

.:ere ao maJl7 that i,.t va1 poaaible tar them to stop, tratfio tor a good 
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Q. Do you knov bl• vbich divhion t hese prhollera had been 

taken? 

• I 
A Who tock: them, that I don 1 t know, but they Vere t,ial'd~d by 

the Pioneer--i.:enber1 of the Pioneer batalion o:r ihe Liebstandarte. 

Q. Did 70u ever eee any othe1· American prieonera? 

A Once again when I paned a croaa roqd.s. It vaa called 

Kings llarracka, or something like that. 

Q. Did you ever eee o.ny pri aonera in a bospibl t 

J. · I did not aee them, but I received a · report about them. 

And there iB a doctor here 'lfho can ·give you the names. 

Q, What is the name of the deotorl 

A I , don I t knov hie name, but Oberaturmfuohrer Stolz knows 

him. 

Q. .Ind Oberaturmfuehrer h in D11.chau, toot 

A Tea. He ia the quartermaster chief. of the lat corps. 

Q. llov, Col. Lehmann, I ahow :,ou a book here which, 1o called: 

Ghengia Khan and hh Policies. You know thia book:? 

A Yea, I know it. 

Q. Did you own it? 

A Yea. 

Q, \lould ;you tell ua fo~ what purpoeo ·you received this ~ook 

and from whom.! 

J. .A.a a ;young off'lcer I reoeiTed it when we had to make a re-

port eveey tour week,. .And for that ocoa1icn thh book vaa sent to 

ua ae a eource. 

Q. Waa tbia btok ginn to ;you to ahow 7ou metbada which thlt 

SS should follow in fighting! 

J. llo. 

Q. Was tbh book required reading• tor H'el'J' BS officer! 

A No. So f&r a, I know, onl.7 thoee that graduated t i;,om the 

." SS ef'fioere1 candid.ate achoo].., recehed it. In order to make tbesa.. ,'· 
rnporta. 
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Q You remember, Col. Lehmann, a aaa.d table conference vhich 

took place at the headquarters or Hitler Youth Dlvilion eome time 

before 15 Decembar 1944? 

A I .r~~ber ono und table exerelee. 

Do you remember that anything '48 aald at that eand tabla 

conference about pr1eonera of wart 

A We talked a great deal about artillery. I now remember 

one tank ofi'ioer asking the question what should happen to prillon-­

era of war 1:o. case the7 were taken, in caae of a eucceaaful break­

through of the spearhead Panzer Unltat 

Q And what did Gon. Prieae aay?0 to 
A 'l'hnt the;y ver!/be tent bock a.long tho route of the advance 

0 
read, just like ve did in Ruuia., 

Q By vbom should they be evacuated? 

A :By the people that took them. 

IJll, COL. DWimrata Your Witnen. 

0 

.. 
.. 
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CRO.SS E:CAl!INATION 

QUESTIOIIS BY PRO.SECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUl.lACKER), 

Q You say that the book 11 Tschingis-Cltan11 was only 

issued to the officer candidates of the SS, those who graduated 

as officer candidates? 

A I t was like this 1 After one had gone through the 

officers 1 candidate school and had ~eady become an officer, 

,ve had to write. these examinations. 

0 Q Did those who went through that school receive 

d this book? That is what I asked you. 

A Yes. 

Q H0'/1" many thousands went through .that school to the 

best of your estimato? 

A If I remember correctly ne had to \Trite ttd.s oxand.na-

tion in 1937, 

Q Did you understand the question? I ,1ant to lmow hw 

manY officers graduated from that school as SS officers, either0 
before or during the war, i'Torld War Number 2? 0 

A I can•t even tell you approximately. 

Q l'lould you say 50,000? 

A No, less. 

Q 25,000? 

A As I said, it is hard for for me to give you a 

number. 

Q Would you say many thousands? 

A I can't give you a number. 

Q. Yfould you say less than a hundred? 

A Ho, of course not • 

• 
Q ~ Was it issued to you just as a: piece 10r interesting 

0 

., 0 
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literature? 

A No, it was gi von to me to write an examination 

about it, just like my other comrades. 

Q So it did discuss a very definite method or ,rarfare, 

did it not? 

A There is a fighting method in the book, However, 

the exnm.ination which we had to write \7as about other themes. 

Q Were you instructed to disregard the methcd of 
0 

warfare propounded in that volume? 

0 A No, but the themes or the examination were such 

that we had to disregard them. 

Q Of course, you totally disregarded them in the 

conduct of the war? 

MR. STRONG: Objection. This does not seem to be 

proper cross examination. 
1 

CAPTAIN Sltu11ACKER: If the Court please, I do not 

0 know what is improper about it. It is the Prosecution 1s theory 

0 and we think it is supported by proof that the warfare propounded 

in that volume was follorred in this campaign, 

">:- PRf:.SIDENT: The · objection is sustained• 

.QUESTIOJIS BY FROOECUTION ( CAPTAIN SJIUl!ACKER) : 

Q Were you present at Heppenbach, l'lhere the CP or 

your corps was located, where colored Air.erican prisoners 0£ 

war were shot there during this oi'fensive? 

UR. SffiOHa: Objection. This witness is here as 

a Tritneaa, as a prisoner of 11ar, and not as a w"lu- criminal, 

and as far as I knmr, not event he accused here are charged 

with any killings done in Heppenbaoh. .We see no possible 
o\ 

connection between this question and the. purpose for whlch
• 



this rd.tness has been calJ.ed by th~ Defense. 

CAPTADI SHUllACKER: If I recall corr.ectly, if the 

Court please, this l'f'itness testified about seeing some live 

prisoners oi' war in thnt vicinity. I do nOt know why his 

lmowledge should be 'Tri thheld f'rom this Court if he knows 

about it. 

UR. srn.ono: There is no proor before this Court 

that any prisoners of war have been killed in Heppenbach.
0 

CAPTAIN SHUUACKER: I am not charging this wittless 

0 ,u th ld.lling anybody, if it please the Court. 

PllESIDENT: Objection overruled. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you read the question, 

U1ss .Reporter? 

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter as 

follows1 

11\Vere you present at Heppenbnch, where the CP of 
your corps was located, where col.ored American prisoners0 or: war were shot there during this offensive?") 

0 THE \'ilTNESS: No. 

QUESTIONS BI PROSECUTIOH (CAPTAI II SIIIJUACKER), 

Q Did you see colored troops in the vicinity or 

Hoppenbach '1 

A No. 

Q Ylh,en were you there? 

A I told you before it must have been on the 19th or 

20th, I donlt kn.a,,. 

Q On what date did this order trom Army reach you, 

addressed to divisions requiring this investigation? 
I o 

~ When I submitted it to General Pri ess, that was 

an the firiat oraecond night at the CP in Born, that is, either 

(Lehmann-Cross) 



the a:>th 01• 21st~ 

Q Did Corps then have to transmit the letter to 

lli.vision? 

A Yos. 

Q Vlaa tha.t done immediately? 

A Yes. 

Q By messenger? 

A By a messenger, just like the other regular mail. 

Q Handled as a routine rnattor? 

A No, such an an op:, rative JDAtter. The usual mail 

goes by messenger while the tactical ordei:s go by an officer 

and are sent immediately. 

Q You said, did you not, that this order or the day 

that you recall so well was signed either by Dietrich ol:" by 

Sepp Dietrich, is that correct? 

A Yes• 

Q Sometimes he would sian his name 11DietricH' and 

sometimes 11 Sep'p Dietrich", is that co~ect? 

A Mostly 11Dietrich • 11 

Q How many times did you ever see it signed 11Sepp 

Dietrich11 ? 

A I really saw it quite often but mostly in private 

or semi-official matters. 

Q But quite ~ften iou did see his signature as 11 Sepp 

Dietrich11 , is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q ' You say in private matters,. Is ·Sepp Dietrich, Cillo 

or the accused, a personal friend of yours? 
• • • • r, t ! ..:. -:· .. 

A t'~a, Colonel Peiper . •J • 

(Lo)una!Jll-Croajj) 
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Q You m!!an, and sO was Peiper? 

A I understood the question to be U c-ne or the 

accused \TBS my friend. 

Q Colonel Peiper is your i'riend? 

A Yes• 

Q H01, long have you known him? 

A Since 1934. 

Q · HaH long hai.re you knmvn the accused Dietrich? 

A I have Jmmm him since l9JJ but I do not think 

he )mew me then. 

Q How long have you knmm the accused Priess? 

A 1936 or 1939. 

Q H0w long have you lma,m thl't accused Kraemer? · 

A Since 19411-

Q You only have knOi'rn Kraemer since he became 

Dietrich ts Chief of Starr, io that correct? 

A Yes. 

CAPTAill smn.!ACKER: No further cross. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: · Nothing i'urther from the Defense, 

PRESIDEi~T: Any questions by the Court? 

LA\7 MEMBER: Referring to the meeting at your 

Co1-ps Headquarters W:hen Skorzeny was present .on the 15th or 

December, was Knittel also present? 

THE \'7I'INESS: That is possible. 

PRESIDEHTJ AJ:iy othOr qunstions by the ,..q~:_?. 
Apparently noner The rritneos is excused, 

(~reupon the witness ~s excused and ":th~e'IT rr-}~·t~ 

courtroom. 

DEFEUSE COUNSEL: The Deftitlfle c1J.l s as ita next 



.:--. 

witness, Lieutenant Colonel Hubert Meyer. lir. Strong, on behalf 

of the Do.renae, will conduct tho direct examination. The Defense 

does not contemplate recall.ing this witness. 

HUBERT MEYER, a ,ritness called by tho Defense, having 

been !'irst duly STrorn, took the stand and testified through an 

interpreter as i'ollOTtS: 

(Vfuereupon the questions, anST1ers and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

0 DIRECT EXAllINATION 

0 QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (l!R. STRONG): 

Q Lieutenant Colonel Meyer, will' you give us your 

full name? 

A Hubert Ferdinand Albert !{eyer. 

Q What is your military rank? 

A Obersturmbanni"uehrer. 

Q Are you n prisoner of war? 

0 A Yes. 

Q Where are you presently held in custody?0 
A In Dachau. 

Q What was your position during the Eifel Oi'fensive 

in December 1944 and January 1945? 

A I was first goner~ staff officer or the 12th SS 

J?anzer Division· ldth the Hitler Youth. 

· Q Were you a member or the General SS? 

A Yes. ~ 

Q S~ce when? 

A Since 1933. • 
Q l'{ere You a member or the .warren Ss·l 

." A Yes. 



Q, · sin~~ ~hen? 

A · . Sinco _i934 .. 

Q What was ~he name of the warren SS in 1934? 

A Av~ilable Troops. 

Q · Were you ever .~ member of the Party? 

A no. 

Q Do you remember, Lieut! nant Colonel Meyer, the 

order of the day b'Y 0 0 neral Dietrich which l'ras signed prior 

0 to the s~alled Eitel Offensive? 

0 A Yes. , 

Q \'fuen ~d T1here did you receive it? 

,A I receive#, it on the 14th of De(?ember. 

Q l7!1ei:ef1' 

A , On thC? (d/visional CP whilo we were on the move• 

. I don1t remember. the name. 
,. ,. Q Did you read it? 

0 .., A 

0 Q HCl"H lone .,, as the order of the day? 

J. 8 .to 1o·typewritton lines, 

Q Horr was this order signed? 

. A 11 Dietrich. 11 

q ~id you receive any other orders of the day at the 

' samei time? 

A Yos. 

Q From whom? 

A One from OenOro.l Fiold Uarshal Von Rundstedt and 

the other from' 00 neral Fielld Uarshal Model.. . ,, 
Q Vfill you. very brietly tell us what was 1n the order 



0 

:·,. 

A It was as follows: 11Soldiers or the 6th SS 

Panzer Arrey, we ore standing at the start of an offensive 

or decisive decision of war . The attack will be supported 

by a numerous use of 11V11-weapons OJ!d once again the strong 

formation of the Air Corps. I expect everyone to do his beat. 

Heil to th~ Fuelu·er and signature.n 

Q Do you remember' whothur Oeneral Dietrich I a first 

name was used as pattoof the signature? 

A No, I do not remember, but it is possible. 

, Q I read to you O OTf part of a statement signed by 

General Dietrich on the 22nd of Uarch 1946 in which he says 

as folla.vs1 this statement be:!ng Prosecutionls Fochibit P-6. 

"In the order lThich I issued for the 6th Panzer 

Arrrt¥ for the Eifel Offensive, I ordered that our troops 

have to bi, preceded by a Trave of terror and !right a~ 

that no humane inhibitions should be shawn. 11 

7lero these remarks contained in the order? 

A No1 they were not in the order. 

Q Are you positive about 1t? 

A YeS 1 ~ am sure. 

Q . Would you rcm~ ber them if thoy would have been 

contained .in the order? 
' . 

A That type or speech in on oi'der or the day is so 
01 

unusual that ,I certainly would ha.ve r~~bered· it. i • • 

Q Was there any difterence··~ ' \ ~~··) ~~-~; ..~~-.'~~~~ral 

Diotrich and tho ordor•. of Vonllund:~.d~ ~'. ~~ii?/· : 
A The tone or General Diett:1d.h 1s. order Or the day 

.,;as the mildest while those from General VobRuridatedt and 
41 ~ . ... 

Model were much more severe. 

(l!oyor-Direct) 

0 
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Q Do you rememb~r lThether you have received rui 

operational order f'rom either .Arn\y" or Corps? 

A Yes. 

Q From whom, f'rom Army or Corps? 

A We received the order from Co;ps. ' 

Q By wh_om was it signed? 

A Gruppenfuehrer Priess. 

Q Did t~s order say anything about prisoners of vrar? 

A It was written in there that the prisoners of war were 

t o be taken over by the Panzer Grenadiers from the advnnce troops 

and the Panzer troops. 

Q Did it say anythinc about prisoner of war collecting 

pciints? 

A In the apacial inotructiona !or supply it was Tl'I'itten 

that the Pr{ colle~Ung points were :to be erected near the i'uel 

dumps or the Corps. 

Q Are you noit tol.ldnc about the operation order or . the 

supply order? 

A Trut mis in the supply order. 

Q By whom was the order sigi;ed? 

A Gruppen!'uchrer Priess, ii' I remelil.ber rig~t. 

Q Did you on the basis o! this Corps Order" issue any 

orders to your regiments?
' . 

A Yes, the divisionel. ordor was cut based on the order 

. 'rhim Corps • 

Q What did you tell your regiments 1n connoctio.i1 vrith 

prisoners of war? 

A The s.ame thing that was eontainWtl in the orde~ from ~ 

•(lleyer-D:1.rect) 
0 
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Co1•ps .• , 

Q Do you remember anything about civilians appear.inc 

oithcr in the operational ardor or the supply order? 

A In the operational order about the position or tho 

enemy it said that armed resistance or civilians was to be ex­

pected. 

Q Did the order contain any provisions or what s hould 

be done if such civilian resistance w6uld be encountered? 

A No, there was nothing in it about that. 

Q Do you remember any orders by General Kraemer 

about the t :reatment of prison~rs of war which you received 

some · time prior tD tho offensive? 

A Shortly before the ,operational. order was issued 

for the offensive, about tho 7th or December we received an _ 

order in which it said that prisoners of war would be treated 
. . . 

well and that they were to be evacuated to the rear by those 

units that took them as far as possibl; . -They were not to be 

forced to BC\Y any more than their name, rank and unit. The 

interrogai1?n itself ,1as to take place With the 1-C of Division. 

Q By whom was it signed? 

A Oruppcnfuehrer Kraemer. 

Q Ant.l what did you do after receipt of this order? 

A I held a conference with the Commander of the 

adjutants of the regiments and the independent battalions; and 

in this confer ence the contents of this order was made known. 

Q I understand there micht have be8h a mistake in 

translation. \iill you kindly tell ,us once more who was present_ 

at this conference? 
'" .. A During this conference th~ adjutants of the regiments 



place sometime prior to the offensive at your headquarters? 

A On the 9th or December a sruid table exercise was 

carried out at the CP or our Ccirps. 

Q Was General P;ieso present? 

A Yes• . 

Q Do you remember that any remarks ,1ere made about 

prisoners of l7ar and their treatment? 

A Yes. 

Q l'ihat was that? 

A An officer of the Panzer Regiment a::;ked what they 

were supposed tO do With prisoners of vrar. Thereupon, Gruppen­

fuel\rer Priess ansrrered, 11 Let them run back to the rear. 11 

ilhereupon the officer asking the questions mid, 11 You can 1 t do 

that the same way.as With the Russians . 'l'l,ese will run back. 11 

Thereupon Oruppeni'ue~er Priess said, , 11 Then the Grenadiers 

have to take them over from the Panzer troops. 11 

Q I will ask you one more question, Lieutenant 

Colonel Meyer. Do you knO'if a book 11 TDchingis-Chan and his 

Hcritage?n 

A Yes, 

Q Dl.d you ever read 1t? 

A Yes, but it was another edition, it Was in two 

pnrts. 

Q tYhen and from whom and f.or what purpose did you 

receive it? 

A I can1 t remember exactly at what. tim~ but we received 

the book from the Reichs!'uhrunc. 

Q For what purpose did ;ou receive it? . ' • A This book was supposed to tell us about the storm 

from Asia, as WR.3 the sub-title or the book. 

0 



Q \'lould you so.y that this book has an anti-Communistic 

tendency? 

A No, anti-Asiatic, perhaps. 

Q Were you ever requested to use the fighting 

methods described in this book and to i'~llcr.v them? 

A No, no one ever Daid anything about that. 

MIL S'rnOHO: ?lo further questious. 

CROSS EXAllIJIAT ION 

QUESTIOl!S BY PROSECUTIO!I (JJR, ELO-,VI'.ra): 

Q Colonel l,feyer, did you (:!Ver see this man be.Core 

(indicating l!r, Thon)? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he ever interview you? · 

A l?our times. 

Q .. ··~ Did you ever state to him that you don't remember 

a thing B:bout the order or the day that came dorm from Army 

Headquarters before the offensive? 

A No, I did not sa~ that. 

Q Did you tell him the same thing you t _esttiied to 

here this afternoon? · 

A Iuring m;y first I said the same thine w1th the 

exception or the sentence about the stronger application or 

the Air Corps and 11V11-wcapons. During my second interrogation 

added this sentence too. 

Q ilho was the Divisi~n Commander of Hitler Jugend?.. 
A lhe commander or the ·divioion? 

Q · Yes. 

A Brig":detuehrer Kraaa. 

Q "Dil you ever hear him make a statement like this:. . 

(l.!eyer!-Oross) 

I 
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11 This colili.ng offensive is of great importance and can 

be decisive for the fate of the German people. In thi_s of­

f l!!nsive, I do not 'want to see any prisoners of war. 11 

A Yn1ere was ·this remark supposed to have been made 

and when? 

Q Do you ever remem}:)er helll'ing him make such a remark'/ 

A No, he didn't say that and I c~nsider i t impossible. 

~ Did you accompany Division Commander Kraas on all 

his visits to the regiments? 

A No, I was not always present. 

Q Were you present when he ~ sited the 3rd Company 

of the lat Battalion of ~he 12th Panzer Regiment in December 

1944 at the time he made that statement? 

tm. S'IR0N0: I object to this question because I 

do not belieVe it to be proper cross ~amin.ation. This witness 

has been asked o~ direct about D1etrich 1s order of the day and 

t he s and table exercise of 0 0neral Priess and I do ,not believe 

that any .orders issued. by Gener~ Kraas are in issue here, 

MR. ELOWITZ: Uay it please the Court, the Ydtness 

has testified abrut orders that were 'received by trtl Hitler 

Jugend Division and I ~ laying a predicate that will· lay a 

!oundation. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. 

' QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTION (Im. ELOWITZ): 

Q Do you remember the question? 

A Yes: 

Q Will you answer it? 

A On which day was this speech suppose~ to have been 

made? 

Q Immediately prior t o 'the ofi'ensive while that 

http:issued.by
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company was stationed in llinonelsdor.r 1n the vicinity o.r Stuess? 

A Ho, I kncr.r nothing of such a conference. 

UR. ELO'i/ITZ: That is all. 

J.m. STRONG: One more question. 

llEDillECT IX,\MIIIATION 

· QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE GOmlSEL (L!R. STRONG), 

Q By whom lTere you interrogated first, by a representa-

tive of Prosecution or by a representative of Defense? 

A ~ a representative of Prosecution. 

MR. STRCNG; No further questions. 

PRF..SIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 

none. The witness is ,excused, 

Court will adjourn until 0830 hours tomorrOIT morning. 

(Whereupon at 1700 hours the Court adjourned until 0830 

hours Friday morning 21 June 1946. ) 
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Camp Dachau 

21 June 1946 

(Whereupon Court reconvented at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court trill come to 

order. 

PROSECUTIO:-t: If the Court please, let the record 

ahmT that all the members of the Court, all the members of 

the Prosecution, with the exception of Lieutenant Colonel 

Crawford, who is absent on business of the Prosecution and 

Captain Byrne, r,ho has been excused by verbal orders or the 

Commanding General, all the members of the Defense Counsel, 

all the defendants and the reporter are present. 

DEI'ENSE COUNSELS Defense calla as its first . . 
witness Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Kuhlmann. Mr. Strong, 

on behalf of the ·nei'en~e will conduct the direct examination 

and the Defense does not contemplate recalling this witness • 

HERBERT KUHLW..NN, a Witness called by the Defense,. 

after having been first duly aworn, ·toolc t,he stand and .testi­

fied through an interpreter as follO'ITs: 

(\'fhereupon_the questions, answers and oth~r proceedings 

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accussd.) 

DIRECT ElCAtlINA '.l'.!ON 

QUESTIONS BY .L!R. STROllO: 

Q 'Ylbat is your full name? 

A Herbert Kuhlm:lnn. 

Q Who. t is your milii;ary r~? 

A Lieutenant Colonel. 

Q Are you presently a · prisoner of war? 

A I am a prisoner of 11ar. 

Q Where ~e you being held 1n cuotody? 
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A In the bunker 1n Dachau. 

Q Were you ever ~ member of the Party? 

A Yes• 

Q When did you join the Party? 

A ,In August 1933. 

Q When did you join the \'/0.ffen SS? 

A 1934. 

Q l'/hat was the name or the Wat!cn SS at that time? 

A SS Troops at Disposal. -

Q Were you ever a member of the General. SS? 

A Yes. 

'Q Since when? 

A Smee 1933. 

Q What 'ffils _your status and duties during the so-cal.led 

Ei.fel Offensive du.ring the months or Iecember 1944 and January 

1945? 

A I was regimenULl co~nnder .or Panzer Regiment 

Number 12. 

Q To which divisio?l did this teGiment belong? 

A To the Division Hitle;. Youth. 

Q tlho was the commanding genera.). or this division? 

A General Prieos. 

Q I Elm afraid the witness misu.ndersto~ the question. 

Will you kindly rep~at it, ·plense? 

A 'In~ Divisional Commander ,ms Krans, Oberi'uehrer 

Kraaa.-

Q Who .was the commanding general . ?F° your Corps?· 

A General Priess. 
. I , . 

Q l',110 was the com:nnnding general, or the Ari;Y? 



A General Dietrich. 

Q Do you remembor to have received the order or the 

day from G0 neral Dietrich immediately prior to the1 s~-called 

Eifol Offensive? 

A Yes, 

Q Have you seem this order with your mm eyes? 

A Yes, 

Q Hovr Tras the order signed? 

A I remember that it l'l'ao signed either 11 Diotrich or 

11 Sepp Dietrich. 11 

Q Will you tell us VAcy brieOy the general contents 

or" this order? 

' A Tho substance or it was as !ollaws: 11Sol~ors of 

tho 6th A-rJilY, ~o are confronted lTith a decisive of!ensivo • 

We shall break through·up to the Maas River. The attack will 

be supported by: J·r:- an increased committment and !or the first 

time by strong air force units. Everybody Will do his duty. 

Heil to the ~ehrer. Signature•" 

Q Li~utonant Colonel Kuhlmann., I read to you naK from 

a statement signed by General Dietrich dated 22 Yarch which is 

Prosecution's Exhibit P-6. In this statement General Dietrich 

says as follows: 

11In the order which I issued for the 6th Panzer 
Arm::, for the Eifel Offensive I ordered that our troops 
have ' to be probeded by a wave of terror and !right and 
that no humane inhibitions should be sha,m. 11 • 

..... , 
Were these remarks contained in General Dietrich's order? 

A . · . tlot 'in the ordar that I saw. 

Are rou positive ~bout it?. 
.. . , • • o 

Yes," I am p0:p.tive. _. ·./..• 
Q You jllit spoke of an ora.er which you saw, l;d_eutenant 
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Colonel Kuhlmann? 

A That is the order of the day of General Dietrich. 

Q Did any second order of the day .from General 

Dietrich exist? 

A No, not in my place. 

Q Do you remember a pproximately ha.1 long this order 

of the day lfas, which you just talk~d about? 

A About t~n lines. 

Q Did you attend ' on December 15, 1944, a conference 

at t he headquarters? 

A No, at the Division but not at the Corps. 

Q \'fas Gene1ral_ Priess present? 

A Y,,s. 

Q Can you tell ua some of the other people who were 

-present at that time? 

A The Chief of Corps Starr Colonel Lehmann, the o-J 

of the Corps Mars, the~ the· orticer of the advance elements 

and Skorzeny l'l'ith some gentleman or the Group Greil'. 

Was Colonel Peiper present? 

A Y0 s1 he was present. 

Q Did ·00 m,ral....,Priess make a ·speech? 

A YeS, a very short one. 

Q Do you remember what he said? 

>. In ~eneral he again cxplainCd the a tt:ack c.rder or 

the two divisions and told briefiy about the group of Greif 

and gave a~ instructions and an&Tterad s?Me queationa ll!j to 
0. . . .. 

1 · ·~· the supply of the ~ OOPJ! •. '-That is what I remem~._er . .. ·•· ,'.· :.·: .: .. , . 

~ ·-t~'. . ...Q • ·Di~ he say~~ci a.bout pr.iaonera" or wai•'(o~--t\;,t-r ·: ··= .. . (' 

treatment or enomy civilians? 
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A At this conference nothing was talked about that. 

Q Did he say anything about any unusual methods or 

war that you should carry out? 

A !lo, 

Q You are positive about it? 

A Yes. 

Cl · Did General Priess stay on the entire length of 

thd conference or did he leave earlier? 

0 A General Priess left earlier. 

0 Q ,no you remember to have received anY 1-A or 1-B 

orders from your division in connection with prisoriers of war? 

A The 1-A order camo together with the 1-B ordor and 

in tho 1-B order it said something about prisoners of war. 

Q What ,ras said there? 

A It was ordered there that prisoners of war wore to 

bo taken to the llil!DIWlltion and fuel dumps of tho Corps. 

0 Q Did your regiment make any prisoners in this campaien? 

A About 60 to 70 prisoners near Buetgonbach.0 
Q What happened tothem? 

A Those pobplo wore evacuated by Grenadiers to the 

1--0 of the ·Division. 

Q Lieutenant Colonel Kuhlmann, do you know the word 

llrabatz", r-a-b-a-t-z? 

A Y~s, I knovr it. 

Q What dooD that mean? 

A 11Raba.tz11 mis an innpiration which was a commonly 

•used pr_!)V,e,rb. in our place. 

-~ , · Does it mean 1,to have i'un by killing people?. /• ..... . 
A Never • 

• (KuhlmaM- Direct) 



JJR. ELO.'IITZ: Just a moment, U the COU.rt please. 

We object to that question anq ask that the answer be stricken 

from the record. It is obviously a leading question. Counsel 

for the Defense is defining the word 11 rnbatz. 11 

tm. STRONGi The Prosecution broucht out that the 

uord 11rabatzll has this meaning, 

LAW !JEUBER: The question is leading, it is obviously 

leading, There is no question about it. TJ,ie objection is sus­

tained, There is no objection to eliciting that information 

from the· ,n.tness but in a different manner. You kna,r that too. 

UR. STRONG: llo further questions by the Defense. 

CROSS EXA!JIIIATION 

QUE.STIONS BY PROSEcUTION (l!R. ELl7/IITZ): 

Q · Kuhlmann, did Division Commander Kraas pay a visit 

to your regiment prior to the Eii'el Offensive? 
1 

A I remenber one visit because shortly prior to this 

visit he came to see us but I don't know any more uhich company 

he visited. 

Q Do you knO\r if he made an informal. address to the 

caa})any? 

A I don I t know anything about it and I was not present 

either. 

Q Were you in Lignueville any time in December? 

A Lignuevill.e? 

Q Engleadorf? 

A I don 1t remember. 

Q "'Were :a,/ in ~toumont? 

A St~c:nt? I don't th!nk so. 
t ,• C 

....~ •' 

Q Were you• 1n LaOleize? 

(Kuhlmarin-Direct) 
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A I don't !mow that either. 

Q You are not .familiar ''I'd. th any of the incidents 

that transpired in those places in the month of December, are 

you? 

A No, I am not familiar lTith them. 

Q Did you participate 1n the Oerman offensive in IbJ.ssia 

in 1942? 

JJR. STROllG: ot-jection. I seo no possible connection 

between this question and the lino of direct examination which 

has been opened up in connection with, this witness . 

tm. ELO.'IITZ: Ya:, it please the Court, my next 

question will explain the purpose of this one. It is merely 

to teat the crodibility of this Witnoss • 

PRESIDDJT: For that reason tho question Yfill. be · 

permitted. 

THE \'IITHESSi Yes, I was in Russia in 1942. 

l.fR. ELO'.'iITZ: Can you give me the contents of tho order 

of tho day wldch was issued by the Higher Headquarters prior to 

tho oi'fensivo? 

THE WITNESS: No, I cannot. 

YR. ELO'{I'l'Zi Tl,at is all. 

DEFENSE COUNSELs llay it please the Court, I 

requeot ~hat it be stricken from the record; both questions and 

an81fers. 

PRESIDENT: ' Both questions and answers will bO 

stricken trom the record• 

.Any turther questions by the Defense?. 
DEFEllSE CCUNSEL1 Uc, sir. 

Apparently 



none., the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness ll'll8 excused and withdrew from 

the o°'.'-rtroom..) 

DEFEN~ COUl~SEI,: At this tim the Dei'ense, 

having 1'1nished the subject 01' Orders at Bad Neuheim, 

Dietrich's Command Post, and Schmidtheim! we l'fill nO\'f proceed 

to Blankenheim Forest on the 14th, 15th and 16th 01' December 

1944. 

0 The Defense now cal.ls as its next witness the accused., 

0 former Colonel Joachim Peiper. LiCut1mant Colonel Dwinell 
1· 

Will conduct the direct examination on behalf' of the Defense 

and the Defense contemplates recalling this Witness. 

-0, 

0 



0 

-0 
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JO~CHIIJ PEIPC.'R, one of tM nooueod, oalbd as a .,,1tnosa in hil!I 

o...n bonalt, tostified through an interpreter u follows : 

DJRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEtlSE CU\!lSEL (Lt. Col. Dwinnsl)I 

Q \\hat is yournam,? 

A Joachim Peiper. 

Q How old ars yoti.'/ 

A Thirty-one years. 

Q Ara you married or single. 

A I BQ\ trerried. 

Q Have you any ~epe~dents? 

A I ho.w three children. 

Q Will you tell the court briefly your tnilito.ry career? . 

A In 1934 I joined th~ viarren ss. Attar I had graduated 

from the ,mr school, I beoant an officer. Ae suoh, I oaJ!l!9 to the 

Liobatandarte Adolf j itler GJ1d I belonged to the Leibatandarte un- . 

til the md of the ~r . I hold all th8 positions, beginning with 

platoon leader and regimental 001I1JMDder. JJy la.at poaltion 1'.GS oom­

w.ndsr of tho SS Panur regiment No. 1. 

Q Ybro you engaged in combat in v,·orld r.ar IIT 

A Yea, I participated in all tM oampa~a. 

Q YOre you a membei-, or aro you a member or tho Nazi pe.rty1 

A . Ko. 

Q You h:ava given threct atatemnnte, . witton atatementa, . to the 

ProHoution 1D thla oaaa Trhioh havu been admittod in evidence H 

Proaeoutionla 3xhibite .P-7, P-11, Cd P-126, ,.hioh aro d11.ted the 2lt, 

21:Sth and 28th of Marotl,reapeotivaly. Prior to making theue atate• 

nnta, how irany tim,a -,re you interrogated! 
I I 

A In the beginning or Septomber 1946 I 1'1'1'18 interrogated about 

aix1_timn in Frela~g. In the beginning ot Novamhar I•• 1nterrogat- · 

ed .in Zurrenhauesh and tlum,., in Soh11111ibiaoh Hail. ImmadiateJ,y prior to 
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Q. When you wore in Zuffcnhausen, how vore :,ou treo.tedf 

A In Zuffenhauoen I 'tfBI arrHtetl tor five 'tleeks in a cellar 

vbich vaa nearly completely de:rk 6nd there w8re no fao1litie1 thro~ 

which the light coula enter the room and in the course of four woeka 

I could vaah myaolf only once and furthermore I did~ 1t have any­

pbyoical exercise. An,v physicnl movaent. 

Q. You 1181' ,you were interrogated. at Zuffenhauaen. ~1 whomT 
a 

A In Z~fenhauoen I waa interrogated b'2./lst Lt. of the proae-, 

cut1on. 

Q. Do you remember hie . nameT 

A At that time I didn't know hia name. I found out onl7 

later that he wao the lat. Lt.Perl. 

Q. Ia he the Lt. Perl tbe.t hn:: previoualy teetified in this 

caaeT 

A Yea. 

Q, At thou interngationa, what did Lt, Perl say to you, and 

whc.t did :you say to html 

A At that time I immediately after the interrogation wot over 

I took oome nohs l!ilich now t;ive me tho poBBibility to give you tho 

interregation almo et word tor word and I ask the court to be allowed 

to use thoee notes. 

PRESIDENT, Perm1n1on 1e granted. 

A "let Lt. Perl told me the .f'olleringi "It ii your personal 

miafortuoe ~hat amongst the prieonen vho had b~en ohot there are 

the aone of' two ver7 iinportant .Americanh If' this would not be ao 

the vholo story would not bo brought to the attention ot the. public ' 

in auoh a manner. But the fa~hera, a aenator and a buaineH man, 

told about that to the open and enraged them and the people den:anda 

yourhead, since the7 knew your name • . You must not ~vorlook the in­

fluence of the pre~a or '\hat the Prolident would not., be able . to MT8 

zot11-, ~ecauae th/ ._,;l; ~~:·t"~: p·eople ha1 •quite & dl:f'terent power .in .. . 
our plll.Oo than hf O.rmao;y. I:I' 7ou ad.aj.t eveeythin,e you oan aave 
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your aoldiera frot:1 groat. mieoey, I muat admit that you are very 

popular amongat your men and tha t tli97 like you very t,111. with the 

ox.eeptlon of aot10 p ~ruonal ene~ea. who. of course, baa everyone; 

but we ahall eettle t his mo.ttor in a very almple \fB,.V and we aho.11 

call only thoae witneoaoe whloh ara · competent to ua. :By the 'Wa.1', 

vouJ.d like to tell you somethi ng . I 'tiOuld like to speak openly to 

you in confidence. You, n an extraordinary eoldier. You wont throU&b, 

eomethtng which ie cal.led in our place a military record. That 1a 

over--

IllCFEHS3 COOE'SiL Mr. Strong) (Oorreotlon) You havo an 

extraordinary soldier ~a record behind you , an outetanding m1l1tai-y 

reoerd • 

A ' 11That 1e over now. Your 11:f'e la completely ruined todey 

and there 1a no eenae in it BJlT t1oro, The entir e SS will be--ln a 

fev days t he entire SS will be eentenoed in N'uremburg aa a crlminW. 

organization, Among uo, I o!Ul t ell you that you. ae a high ramdqg 

officer of thia org~hation, will never eee your freedo13 again. 

Aa long ao men like you are alive there cannot be any talk about peace 

. treat1eo-about signing the peace treaties between--

l!EF.EN'Sll 0OUE'SEL (Mr. Str oneh Correction. Peace negotia,.. 

tiQDI. 

J. •b'etween AmrJr1ca and Ger~ . Thereupon I answered let 

Lt. Perl that it wao aaid ot course it w.1 Clear to mo that I would 

t ake all of the entire responaibilit;y t'or my mon , and that I would 

. lign everything ~t ho nnhd me to do it' ha ~ould aaaure me that 

lllJ' men would be Ht free. That all ot' 'fJJ1 men would be a~t tree. 

That wa, the end or tbio convorao.tion. 

Q, When ware 7ou moved to Soh~iblach Ballt 

J. I oame t~ Schwaibhch Hall on the third or December_. 1944. 

Wbo.t happened to you at Schwaibiaoh Ra.11 from the month or 
0 •• • : •• 

December 19'6 to the end cf March 1946? 

A In the lfeginnin& of' Januar y I waa call 1111. by an American 

I 
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I aaked hi:n whether I waa already accused, because he was t.alkin& 

of a do:f'enae statement .. He gave me the anower1 11No, but presumably 

the Prosecut1 on• will charge you with having &iven tl_le order on the 

orooa roads, and :~bat ia the roaaon why -I should liko to o.ak you to 

put· int"o thio defense statement everything which can defend you in 

any VB,f, 11 !rhia daten8e statement waa written· by mo and_then it wa.1-

and than I gave it-no, then the Prosecutor came to get it. 

Q. The staterr.ent that you are now referrin& to is that an ad.-

di ti onal statement to the ones that have been received in evidence 

in thia caae? 

A Yea. 

Q. Referring to the 'lfritten statement ot the 21st or March, 

1946, Froaecution1 a Exhibit P-il, prior th~reto were you confronted 

with any persono who are accused in this ~aee or who were ldtneaaea 

in this cnae? 

A Yea, 

Q. Who were they? 

A That vaa my former adjutant, Captain Oruhle, Capt. Xl.ingel,., 

hoei'er, lat Lt. Rumpf, end 2nd Lt. Kramm. 

Q. When you were confronted by these people, vhat conversa-

tion took place! 

A lat Lt. Perl asked thoae oftioer, if ,they b'!1ieved that ~ 

he did know eVerything, and all of tho gentlemen answered in the af'­

firmativa. lat Lt, Rumpf even said th117 did know more thRn we did. 

Su.baequ.entl7 I vas · ttld by lat Lt. Perl; 11At firat we believed that 

' that you,-ou wero the man of the cro11 read& but nov ve found out 

didn't have to do anything vith tbat ·and suddenly you became a very 

bal"Jlll.eH case for ua. !rhe man vhom ve vant now are not you but 

General Dietrich. 11 'l!here\ll)on I wae told that at the beginnln,;: oi' 
. . 

the offensive in tl:ie 'ArdGnnea a fundamental order Val ita"U~t by the 

•
'!rm)" wherein it vae order~d that priaonors or var vere not to be 

taken,. tha't the)" vere to be 1hot in 0a1en of Military neceslit7j 

http:bal"Jlll.eH
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thnt, furthermore, the order va11 haued that our orteiielve had to be-­

that during our offensive our troop, bad to be preceded by a wave ot 

· !right and terror and .that in reoolleotlon of the bombing terror in 

the home-at home, we 1hould forget all humane inhibitione. From the 

beginning on I lllid that it •• completely wrong. Thereupon, the 

previously mentioned gentlemen were called in again and were atked as 

to . thoae pointe 1hort17-brhny-and all or thcg admitted that ouch 

an order had. exlutad. Then the:, vere taken out a«ain. 

Q. Referring to the vritten statement in evidence, 4ated the 

26th of Ma.rob, Prbeeout1on1 e Exhibit i»-125---

A Mq I 4raw your attention to the f~ot that I was not through 

7ot w1 th the etatement of the 2let oi' Karch. 

Q, Will you oontinuef 

A Thereupon part or the statement of Oen. Dietrich was read to 

me wherein Oen. Dietrich admitted the words provioual7 mentioned. I 

did not read it m;?'lelf but I aav the 1oripture am lignature. And 

,I was alao told that ID1' divilional comm&11der had elreo.dy admitted it 

and also ~ commanding General, and the Obi~! of .A.rrq lt~f, and that 

I vaa the llin«l• one ~o did not want to ad.mi t 1t. In 1ub11qu1nc1 to 

that m:r adJ~tant confirmed this in al~ points, told man7 det•ll1,and 

furthermorehe aai~ that our cltlrk, through the band• of which th11 . 
order had come, bad 1tated the 111111 and line• I va1 of the opinion 

that obT;oU1l7 the :taota had occurred tb.at ~ I dld it again,t bat­

ter know'bage, I aoid to Lt. Perl-I alloved mJ'Hlf to be dictated 

vbat my adjutant had told about thia incident him111lf. 'rhereupon I 

d1dn1t ban a chance ,to read~ through th11 atatement beoauae ht Lt. 

Perl va1 in a big hurryand went around me in olrolu and con1tant17-

went around me in clrolea With hia coat and bat on and 1111\U'ed me 

that I woul~ get a obanoe on the next da7. ~revpon I eigned it 

but-tb.eretilOD I was at~ld. enough to llgn it Without hATinc read. 

through it. On the aext df1 lat Lt. Perl om:i,, into WT cellar. 
onee more to get an interproter and ·thia 

' 

1tatement-,it10• I 11b.o.d 

http:elreo.dy


• • 
upon I aeked him to be allowed to reread the aiatOJD11nt and I va1 told 

"you will h.nve a 1cha.noa tor that later". Du.ring the follovin& do.ya I 

aakad fo~ the same favor about three timea and nfter about four. dzl.71 

I wao told, "UnfortUJ1&tel7, the original 18 not at hand any more: we 

aent it avav to have 10:110 photutatio copiea made, but 7ou ClL'l read 

it in 'inglioh. 11 lfhereupon I read it in Ezigliah and told lat. Lt. 

Perl that I did not agree to thO oontenta in an7 manner and thnt,tur­

tbermue, I was of the opinhn that there were several miatak.ea in 

the translation. lat Lt. Perl told me that he had to conduct 10 

many interragations that he . couldnot remember nt17 detaila and that I 

wouldhave an opportuni tT betore the court to aee uq ciwn triglnal. 

Q. Referring to the written 11tate1:unt in nidenoa d.at.d the 

26th of Ma.rob, Proaecution1 1 ll.xhibit P-125, prior thereto were 7ou 

confronted with &n7 per1on1 who are accund in thh cau, or vho v,re 

witneaaea in this caae't 

A Yes. 

Q. Whan! 

A I think 1 t was on the some_day, Thi o statement waa re-

duced to writing in two perte and it· _la poaaible that I vaa oontront-. . 
el\ with aot:t_e people one or two dqa later. 

Q. · Who were those people~ 

A That vu urr adjutant 841'.ain, then 2nd Lt. Hennecke, 2nd Lt. 

Reher and Sgt. Hillig. 

q, · .lt the tlmo you were confronted by th••• pecplo, what con-

venation took plaoel 

A At firat I was confronted with Hennecke and Reher. Hennecke 

&Ave u the imprenion to be down w:l th his n1"e1-to be oomplatel:r 

down with hie nenH an4 he told me that lie ~a betore a oourt already 

tor 14 dqa and tb.11.t,becausa I gava him ord,ra in LA Glehe to shoot 

prilonerJ. I was _llght17 a,tonllhed about what Hennecke tOld 111 in 

thi/ oonnection and what va, oontined b7 l~t Lt. Perl, and\ •e had. 

• 
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A At thla opportunity I 'wae told by 1st Lt. Perl thnt be had 

· given the orders in LROleho to have in one cnH 180 prisonera of war 

ohot, but since I vae positive about tho fact thut ther.o were onl1' 

160 priaonera in L11Glais:e a.ncl. thoao 150 priaonenhad been turned over 

to tho .Amerloan, 8£a1D I could not find out ii' I tried-I ooul.~ not 

find from vher!l thoee 180 prhoner1 chouldllave coce. thereupon I vae 

told, nwa know that you, per1onall7, d.ld the ehooting in lll,ll.lI7 plac111, 

&od. that in many otber places 7ou gave the order." Thereupon I vaa 

not able to aay anyth1ll4;. When Sgt, Hillig wae introduced to me then 

he waa aeked, 11D1d you eb.:,ot American priaonora ot var on the 19th 

0 of December in Stoumont? 11 J.nd hie an.aver waei 11 Yea. 11 iJ!be next quea-

0 tion was: 11Who gave th~ ordartll .And he replied.a 11 001. Peiper." 

And he waa taken out again, Then Dzy' adjutant wae eallod in. Be lti'al 

aekod the eacio queetiono, and be gave the same an.avers. I Would 

like to ea.7 the 1'ollow~g at tbh point, Tho only thing in which we 

believed at thia exaot t1me va1 comradeship 11h1ch had been mad• nrr 

firm thro1.1&h blood in the front linH. At that time I did not know 

that in Bobwaibhoh Hall, t believe l111t wna m11ntioned here-

m:l'ENSI OOUDSIL (Mr. Stroag)I Correction. 1rrickel'7•0 
A I did not ' know yet that ~n Schwaibilloh Hall tricker, was0 

u1ed. ThDnf'ore 1 W:d to believe that this laat oolur.m iii wbtob 1 

believed, namol;;, oomrad.eship, hed broken down too• .bd when 'tq' 

I 

on ad.Jutant m.de those atatemenh 5&ainet me 1 wao diaguated, and I 

told lat. Lt. Perl b.- abal.l dictate to me whatever he wants to, I 
· to me 

will lign H'CQ"thing. J'urthermore, it va1 ael:!'-ovid91W'tbat at -that 

time it wa1 rrq dut7 to protect as many decent. people aa poaalblEI ud 

f'urtkiermore 1 Judced tho B1 tut.tion in a WT but I 1&1d to Dl119lt 

dther, aooord1ug to the hinte of lat Lt. Perl which tus :nad..~ in 

Zutr.r.ba~sen, 1. will b'e t ~niahad 1n ,the t'ume of' · a general~ :.,.> . . ,,f- ..• 

l)DDUE COOUS:5:1, (Hr, Str011&li RepriuJ. action. , • . <\Y--'?t,<f/, 
('Whereupon the lna.t a.newer wo.a read b:, tho rep·orter). • 

Dll'DR COUJllsm.. (Mr. Strong) ~reaume the vitne1a meant to NT 
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"I will be finished tbrOugh a general reprico.J. notion11 • 

PR0S!<lUTI0E't I o~jeot to anything that counHl eaya the 

wi tnaee preoumed. The w1 tness is right here. 

LAW MEMBER& Aak him the question. I think we will get 

it mu.oh batter if the witneaa give• it. 

·Q. Ool Peipe1·, will you go baok, referring to Lt. Perl 1 o hint 

at Zuffenhauaen, end continue from thnt point again? 

A 'l'he lat Lt. P'frl told me in Zuftenhauaen in a very clear 

manner, f'or vhich I am indebted to him, that I had to 1t1ck out mr 

neck, 110 and ao. And for · thle reason I was or the opinion during 

all the interrogations in Zuffenhauaen, there aro two poeaibilities: 

~Uher I will be finished in the frame-I will be finiehoci ~ff, off 

in the :frame of a genorol reprisal action, and tben it doesn 1 t matter 

at all what waa dictated to me; or I will be put before the court of 

justice which bad been mentioned repeatedly and then they vill find 

out that there was no reaaon for the charges againet me. 

m:FERSE CotmSE, (Mr. -B~rong) Oorreotion:- ?lo baais. 

J. Ther8Upon I made two statemanto. 

(l!olpor - direct) .. 



Q Referring to the written statement by you of!ered 

into evidence aa Prosecution Exhibit 11P-7 11 , dated 28 March, 

prior thereto were you coni'ronted .with any peoi,le who lfere 

witnosses in this case?0 
A !lo,

0 
Q W'ill you desc~be to the court the treat~nt that 

you were accorded, during the period of time that you were 

at Schwabisch Hall? ' 

A In Schwabiach Hall I was locked up. in a punishment 

cell for six days - this wns the type of cell which had been 

referred t,o by m;y comrades as a "death oell11 • For a hair 

year, I did not have aey physical movement at all and the day 

before I left Sohwab~sch Hall I was beaten. 

Q By 1'iltom? 

A I could not find out by whom, since I had a hood 

over m;y head, but I presume that the people who did the beat­

ing were Poles. 

Q 'Were you beaten more than once? 

A No, only on this one occasion. 

Q · \V'as} 'Our wri_tten statement of the 21st of l&aroh, 

Prosecution Exhibit up_lJ.11 rece!v~d ~to. evideno·e in this 

,case· ~e :~ ·au ·~e;eota? 

A No. 
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Q In 'that wriit en statement, and I rea.d from it, 

you ~aid: 11 ••• I can remember in this material, ainone; other 

things, was en order or the 6th SS Panzer Aney, Tdth the 

content that, considering the desperate siWation of the Ger­

man people, a wave of terror and £right shoul.d preceded our 

troops ••• also this order pointed out thnt the German soldier 

should remember in this offensive the innumerable victims 

of the bombing terror; i'urthermo~, it ,ms stated in this or­

der that tho enemy- resistance had to be broken by te?Tor; 

also, I am neal"ly certain that in this order it ll'aS expressly 

stated that prisoners of war should be shot, where the local 

conditions of combat should require it. This order was incor­

porated into the Regimental order, vrhich was dro.1fll by m;y Adju­

tant Oruhle, on the materia1 handed to us11 . _ Now, 1n ,vhat res­

pect is that statement not tn.te? 

A In every respect• 

•• 
. Q Further, in your statement ot tho 21st or J.!arch, and 

I read, you said: tt ••• cloae to 1600 hours the Commander's meet­

inc took place at which the !ollmfi.nc parsons participated; 

Jey?1elt, Sturmbann!'euhrer Poetschke, Sturmbnnn!euhrer Jose! 

Dietenthal, Sturmbann!euhror Gustav Knittel, although he arriv­

ed a little late, Obe~sturmbann!'euhrer Hard.eek, Doctor Sickel, 

Hauptsturmt'euhrer Otto and, I believe, the L!ajor who commanded 

the Anti-airorai't Battalion which was attac~ed to me at that 

time; in addition, Gnlhle was at least teq:iorarily prosent. 

At this m-Joting, I did not mantion arzything about prisoners of 

war being shot llhon the local conditions of combat should re-
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A At that time, it v1as not quite clear to me about 

the logical course or time -

DEFENSE (Ur. Strong): I suggest "chronological se­

quence of evonts 11 as the proper phrase i'or translation. 

PR0SroUTI0N: Is that correct, interpreter? 

INTERPR317.R; Yes, sir, t h,-i t ·would be more accurate. 

PR0SE>'JUTI0N: All rlaht, we· will accept that inter-

pretation. 

A (cont1d.) -- and, in consequence of that, I intcmded 

to have two conferences, one on the 15th and ono on thel6th, 

but in consequence of that I made only one conference. Further­

more, the persons whom I mentioned as being present at that time 

are not quite correct. The last sente~ce, which refers to the 

exporience of my oi'i'icers, was stated by me in another connec­

tion, and tho meaning that it has here was ?nly put in by First 

Lieutenant Porl. 

Q Now, further in your statellJ:lnt of the 21st oi' March, 

Prosecution Exhibit "P-ll11 , you said: 11 •••It is possible, al­

though I don•t lmow for oerta:ln, that the paragraph of the Reg­

imental Order 'nhich dealt with prisoners of war and which was 

taken from the Anlzy" order, 'without receiving an;y additions, was 

not sent to the Battalions :in writing, but for reasons of secur­

ity was only looked at in the Regiment and remained there, to 

avoid hav:lng this order fall into enerey' hand.8 11 • t ~ow, in what 

respect is that statem.ont not true? . 

A ·r cbn•i .re"!8mbor thos~ details ·at •all, since rey- in-

:•.. ··:-,;- te~esto ~t·ib~{::,1:j::tf:t~~>~{ro;..nt: mat was written 

• 



do'l,n in this statement r.ere the words or ~ Adjutant, which 

he told me, when I was confronted tr.I. th him. Furthermoro, I 

can•t recall having said this at all. 

Q Further, in your statEJment or tho 21st or !Jareb, 

Prosecution Exhibit 11P-ll11 , 8.nd I read, you said: 11 ••• I kn.OTT, 

however, that tho order to use brutality was not giv~n by Sopp 

Dietrich out or hie own initiative, but tha t he only acted along 

the lines which the Feuhrer had expressly laid down11 • llOTt, in 

what respect is that statement not tru.e? 

A I know that a coni'erenoo with tho Feuhrer had taken 

place in Bad Hauheim and I )mew that General Dietrich would 

pass along to tho othor units, the individual units, the pol­

icy ,mich the Feuhrer laid down at that conterence, and this 

policy mis p1,1t into an Order or the Day, as a result or that 

oonterenco. I tm not certain that such an order really existed, 

but, if it did, the mental creator or this Order or the Day 

must have been the Fouhrer. This sentence, thererore, is a 

combination on ~ part. 

IAW MELDlRR: There seems to be some doubt about that 

word. 

PROSECUTIOlh The prosecution believes that tho 

word 11oonclusion11 wouJ.d be a more aocurate translation. 

DEFD.-SE ·(Ur. Strong): The derense will agree to 

that word na an accurate translatioil: 11 conolusion11 • 

LAY/ l!ru861h Reporter, let the record show that.,:, 

coITection. i . 

Q Your conclusion, in your statement or t~e. 21st or 



,....... ~;·-
l!arch, and I read, is the following: 11 •••l'fhen I was received by 

the Division Conmiander, he told me that he was present at the 

meeting with the Feuhrer and that, on the order of the Feuhrer, 

the offensive had to be fought ,.,-1th special brutality. Whether 

on this occasion the Division Commander used the "ord 11 brutal­

ity11, or something similar, I don 1t knm, any lancer, but at 

least that linS the sense of it. The Division Commander also 

said that the Feuhrer had said that the offens.ive had to be 

fought Wi.thout hW!l!lno inhibitions nnd that one should remember 

the victims of the bombing terror; he _said that the Feuhrer 

had spoken for three full hour:i :url that he had expressed the0 
fullent confidence .for victory. Tho Division Commander told 

0 
me that after this address only Field t!arohall !Jodol gave a 

11Seig Heil11 and that otherwise no one spoke. Further, on the 

morning or tha 15th or December, I vm.s a.t the CP or the 1st 

SS Panzer Corps, whore the Commanding General Preiss, spoke 

in front or all ~r the Regimental Conmumders. At this meet­

ing, about thirty comnu:urlers or various· units ·participatedn. 

In whqt respect is that statement not true? 

0 
A With reference to the discussion that I had with

0 
m;r Division .Commander; I stated to First Lieutenant Perl 

that m;r Divia:l.onal Comm£Lnder Ytas very enthusiastic about the 

speech or the Feuhrer and that it was tho demarxl or the hour, 

to ·co through the coming: offensive ,rl.thout sparing ourselves -

PROSP)JUTI0U: Ir the court please, the prosecu~ion 

would like to make a correction in the translation -

DEFEHSE (llr. s'trong): I believe that "ruthless 

harshnes·sn would be a correct iranslation.,'. .- .. • 
~ . .,. 



PROS&:UTIOU: Yes, the prosecution would accopt 

that as an accurate transl.ltion. 

LAVI L!EllBER: The record ,n.11 reflect that correc­

tion in the translation. 

A - and this sent.:inoo roforrod to us j First Lieutenant 

Perl wanted vel"Y nw.ch to have the Y1ord 11 brutality11 put into 

the statement and, at the end, I thought that it was beyond my 

dignity to bargain i'or words and I al.l017ed the statement to be 

dictated to me. _As to tho humane i'eelingsl'fhioh would not be 

ahovm during: this offensive, this sentence was taken i'rom the 

0 statement of m:,r Conunanding General Dietrich. With reference __. 

to the speech that General Preiss made at his CP, I told First 

Lieutenant Perl tha.t, according to my recollection, General _ 

Preiss ·read an appeal -

DEFENSE (Mr. Strong): I suggest the word "procla-

PROSIDUTIOH: That is satisfactory. 

0 
A - since lfith this proclana.tion he could only mean 

0 the Order or the Day or General Dietrich, and I was acquainted 

lfith the content or this Order of the Day of General Dietrich 

by the witnesses rlth whom I was confronted at that time. First 

Lieutenant Perl said to me at this tilDe: 11 •••It is quite clear 

t ~ t if :"ou read this order you must have used the word 'brutal­

ity• and the words: 1 •••avoiding or hum.me inhibitiollS ••• 1, and 

the;wordst 11 •••wnve or terror•• 111 • I could not ,eyselt at this 

time W1dei-stand Lieutenant Perl's locic, but I nevertheless allOll'­

ed this statement to be did;.ted to me. 

Q Were these written statements of the 6th, 21st ard 

20th or l!oroh dictateg to you? 
r; ·, o • 

A Yes. 



•· 
Q By whom? 

A By Lieutenant Perl. 

Q Is the statemant of the 28th or March true in all 

respects? 

A Yes. 

Q Is the statement or the 26th or UarchJ Prosecution 

Exhibit 125, true in all respects? 

A No. 

Q You said, and I read, in that statement or the 26th 

of Uaroh, Prosecution Exhibit 12.5: 11 •••Furthermore it was re­

ported to me from some party that there were continuous di.££1-

oultios with the prisoners, who ll'8re ei.ther disobedient or did 

not execute orders which they received from the German side; of 

which kind these orders were, I do not remembor any more, but in 

any case impOrtant questions must have been touched off by their 

refusal to obey. the orders, otherwise it would not have been re­

ported to me11 • In what respocts is that statement not true? 

A Firot, Lioutonnnt Perl 'told me that Major Diefenthal. 

had shot several prisoners who had rei'ueed to workJ this fact 

was completely unknown to me, I lmew that he had had contin~­

ous d1fr1cult1es '11th these prisoners, on the basis of local 

circum.,tancea and the colm:lat situation, but, since Diefenthal, 

in this case, was supposed to have shot them, 1 t was quite 

clear to me at that time that I Md to protect t!\Y' former Colillll8n:i­

er, so I told First.Lieutenant Perl that I would have given him 

the authority to do so, but I don 1t really know of any incident 

or that nature. 

/' 
PR&SIDENT": The court 1f1l1 recess until 1030. 

(Whereupon the court, at 1030, reconvened,) 



(Whereupon the court r~convened a t l 0J0 houra ,) 

PiIBSI Dm--lT: Court will come t o order. 

PROS ECUTIOJ-l :. It it pleaao t h e cou r t, let the l'ecord 

show t hat all member s 0£ the cour t , all me:n.bers of t he prosecuti on 

with the exception of Colonel Crawford, who is abaent on buain eas 

for the pr osecution, and Capt ain Byrne, who ;r.s been excus ed upon 

verbal orders or the Commanding General, o.ll members of th~ defense 

with the except i on of Dr, Hortkorn, who i a abs ent .on bus i nesa f or 

the dofens o, all of the clefendanto, and the r eporter are present . 

fnEFENSE OOUNSEl..: The defense r ecal1s t he accus ed, f onner 

Colonol. J~achim Peiper. 

0 PHESIDE.~T: Havo you be en sworn? 

REPOR'f E.,.: No, uir. 

(Whereupon Dorothy H. Comett, American Civilian, was 

sworn as court reporter. ) 

JOACHnl PED>ER, one of the accused, reoumcd the stand 

and t eot Uied further through an interpreter as follows: 

{ DillECT Elill!INATION 

0 (1_,QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE· COUNSEL (Lt, Col, Dwinoll): 

0 Q You said in your statement of the 26th of Uarch, 

Prosecution '. s ~ibit P-125: 

"When Dr. Sickel, the Regimental surgeon, ao.w 
that nn interrogation was futile, ho said: 1Th1s is 
of no uae any moreJ Help arrives too l a te he r e. 1 

Thereupon I a sked Dr. Sickel: 1What shall we db with 
the man? r 'Shall ho go up to the Aid Station? 1 Dr. 
Sickel replied: 1I think the best is that we give him 
the mercy shot . Anyv,o.y, he ,10n 1t ma ke it any moro, 
It is unnecessary tonnenting . 1 I replied: 1All r ight, 
tak'o the poor devil awayJ I I then had not given o.ny 
further orders, but had lei't the rest up to Stunnbannfeuhrer 
Dr. Sickel. It \'fas clear to me that t he prisoner would 
be shot . I have been asked 1.f I remember 1.f Dr . Sickel 
said to the soldier who had brought tho prisoneI': 
1Qutsidc with tho swine - bump him off!' Such o. 
statl!ll\cnt was not utter ed in my presence, Dr . Sickel 
and I , acted obviously out of pity f6r the prio:one r and 
~.-uch an utterance ,1ould not havc fit into the atmosphere , 
I admit to have 'g!ven Dr, Sioke.1, on the basis of his 
medical ,opinion, thd authorizati on to cause the ohootirig 
of the prisoner, In which manner and with which ttorda t hen 

' 



• 
· Dr. Sic\h1l, on the baaia or this authori;;ation, had. 
·him ·ohot, I do .not t;now. He loft the room immediately 
with tho pri~~ner and his guard, 11 

In Ylbat reapect is that statement not true? 

A On the 26th, l 1:1 t Lt. Perl told me that on my C.P. a 

priaoner was oho·t, that ho latffl·r very well that I did not sive 

tho order to do that, that Dr. Sickel had already made a con­

feasion, in which he admits having given the order.hirnsel.r. 

Furthennore, this ma confinned by Uon-Comndaaioned Officer 

Wichmann, who had ~hot tho priaoner. I, however, had been 

preocnt when Sick.el gave the order, I, thereupon, naked Lt. 

Perl if Dr. Sickel h~d been charged ,·dth other things or if 

thia ,·iaa the onl:y thing._ He replied: "No, this 13 the only 

case, 11 I ::iaid: uvery well then, I 1ll say that I gave him the 

order for that and I'll ca.rry the full reaponsibility. 11 From 

this pooition of mine this to:Jtimony co.me tc be. 

Q Did you, in fact; give tho.t order? 

A No. 

Q You said in a writttzn statement on tho 26th or March, 

Prosecution's Exhibit-125, that: 

''I i'Urthe:· have beml questioned if at Stownont, 
on the 19th of December, 1944, I caused an American 
prisoner of war to be shot by giving an order to 
Unterscharfouhrer Hans Hill.ig, Funktruppfeuhrer 
(lender of the Radio Detachment) at Headquarters of 
the lot SS Pnm-ier Regim'Jnt. In spite of my greatest 
efforts, I could not remember such an execution. 
After confrontation with Hauptstunili'cuhrer Hans 
Gruhle, Regimentnl Adjutant, and Unterscharfeuhrar 
Hans Hillig; I am re.umbering that I caused an 
American prisoner of t1ar to be shot the1·e, but to 
my own mind I do not recollect the detailo. 11 

In what respect ia that statement not true? 

A Lt. Perl asked me if on the 19th in Stoumont I hnd 

talked to an Atnerica.n prisoner.~· I oaid: 11 Yes, I can remember 
1 

faintly. 11 In my opinion it was not a medi~, it waa a Sergeant,~ 

- . 
a. 11suok1., Sergeant. We also know the name and then the name 

http:detailo.11
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s tatcinents, gave the order to Non-Commissioned Officer Hillig 

to have the man ohot. Thereupon, HilJ.ig, as I testified to 

before, was confronted vdth me and also my adjutant and becauoo 

or reasons which I have mentioned before, I made .the statement, 

Q Did you ever hear Dr • . SiCkcl oay at any time: 110Utaide 

with the swine - bump him off! 11 ? 

A · Ho, this :Jtatement was never made in my presence, 

Q Did you ever cause an American pri:.oner of war to bo 

::.hot at Stownont on the 19th of Dece.-nber? · 

A No, 

Q Where we re you on the 14th of Dece.-nber, 191.4? 

A I arrived on the 14th of Dece.11ber 1944 in the 

Blankenheirn Forest with my regiment, which was the assembly. 

area prepared for my regiment for the Ardennes O!f~sive. 

Q Uow, before we proceed, going back to tho beginning of 

your direct testimony, you told the court your military career; 

is there anything else you wish to say? 

A I was detaµ.ed as actjutant in tho warren ss in 1938 ' 

to the Reichefeuhrer. In thia capacity I was in hio company 

for three years without interruption and ~ was responsible for 

all matters which conceme:.1. the wat.ren SS which at that time wns 
1 

still koown as 11Vertueguncotruppe11 , or availablC troops : During 

the campaigns that happened in th~ mean time I was ag~in with 

my troops, 

Q What were your duties as adjutant to Himmler? 

A As I already mentioned, I was responsible for all matters 

concerning the arailable troops and \'lai'fen SS, that means mainly, 

personal political problems, training problems and organizational
' . 

problems, Furthennore, I might call Dl,Y position at that time as ' 

a personal servant with society connectionu. 

DR. LEILWG: i think the translation should be: 11\ e 

http:deta�.ed
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LAW UEIBER: The Colonel underatands. Is that 

acceptable? 

'nlE i'IITNESS: Yes. 

LAVI llEl.!BER: Is that acceptablC to the pronecution? 

PROSECUTION: Quite acceptable. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFE2iSE OOUNSEL (Lt, Col, Dwinell, continuing): 

Q You say t,hat on the 14th of December 1944 you Vlere 

at the Command Post? 

A Yes, 

Q Did you go to the Division Command Poet on orders? 

A Yes. 

Q What d.id you do? 

A '!11e contCrence at the Divisional C.P. was, ii' I 

remember correctly, set at ll o 1clock. Because or the fact that 

I uas notified too late and because of traffic jo.ma, I arrived 

late. My Divisional Commander had all commanders assembled there 

and. had told them the plan of attack for a couple or days ahead. 

I myaclt cou1d not participate in these to.J.ks and aubsequently 

was told abo';'t it by my Divisional Commander a.nd the 1 A, Lt. 

Col. Simpson. 

Q · Who was you_r Divisional Commander at that time? 

A At that time Oberteuhrer llohnk,1t, 

Q What happened a~ the Div1Aion Command Post? 

A My Divisional Commander again emphasized to me tho 

prime importance or my taok, again told me about the necessity 

or a very rapid break-through, the necessity that every man Ttas 

to commit himselr relentlessly and that wa should ignore all 

threats to our flanks tundamentally; Furthennore, he quoted 

several sentences trout the conference witl'i the Feuhrer in Bad 

Nauheim, in which again he expressed the special contidence 

which the Feuhrer had put '' in the Loibstandarte. Arter that the 
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go.ve me the entire orders which were meant £or myself nnd 

my regiment. 

Q Did h~ explnin to you wha.t he meant by .fighting 

.fanatically? 

A He did not especially explain that but what the 

expression meant was no concern .for ones person and material 

and wiconditional preparednesa. 

Q So you understood the word 11 .fnno.tically11 to be applicable 

to the sacri!'icea and the treatment o.f your O\'ffi troopo thi;.mselvea, 

among themselvea? 

A Yes, only• .. 
Q What did you do next? Be.fore I nak that -- I withdravr · 

that que!:l.tion. Who was present at the Division Command Post during 

those conferences? 

A Besides the Connnander, ~ich I mentioned, and the l A, 

ther.e vrere the Regimental Co!wnander and the Commanders of the 

independent Battalions. Furthermore, several ?ommanders of 

subordinate Units that were attached, whose names I do not 

remember. 

(J Q After the conferences hnd been conclud.ed at the Divioion 

where did you go next?0 
A I went back to my C.P. and arrived there at a.bout 1400 

hours and I ordered my adjutant to oet a confl9rcnce of Corrmandors 

for 1600 hours. 

Q Where did you HY your regimental C.l'. wa.a located? 

A My Regimental C.P., at that time, was in a houoo in the 

.forest or Dlankenheim, and. in the same hous~ there was the C.P. 

of the Commander or my First Batt~ion, L!ajor Poetachke, and the 

C.P. o.f the Light Anti-Aircraft Battnlion 68, ?Jajor Wolf. 

Q Did you huvo a conference with ·iqi your Commanders? 

A Yea, at about 1600 hours the Commandei-s came t~ me. 

http:conclud.ed
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Q \'lho w-.i.s present? 

A Besides my1:1elf tho follovdng \Vere present: The, 

Commandera of m,y Firs t and Second Battalions, Uajor Poetschke 

and Lt. Col. Von \'leoterhag~n; the Commander of the Third · 

Battalion of the Second Po.nzer Regiment, which \'ro.& attached to 

my Pant er Grenadier Regiment, ca~tain Diefenthal; the Coltl118.rlder 

of the Second Artillery Batto.lion of our Artillery Regiment, 

Captain Schlott, who was also aubordinate to me; and the 

Cormumd_er _of the Anti-Aircraft Battalion, which I mentioried, 

ttajor Welt', who vrus also subordinate to me; and for _at least 

some time, ~ Adjutant wav present, _and my Signal Officer, Lt. 

Kra~se. U . any- other officers were th.ere I co.n 1t toll with nn,y 

certainty. 

Q Did you give any instruction& to these officers at 

that con!orence? 

A At the beginning I held a short speech. 

Q Did you give any other instructiona? 

A And then, by means of a. Divisional order of attack, rend 

to the orticers those points that were of interest to them. 

Subsequently, I had a conference about purely tactical 

matters in which I explained th.at we ho.d to make o.n attack in ~ 

terrain unsnit!lble for tanks, tha.t the only chance or success 

depended upon speed, surprise, and relentleBB commibnen.t of 

person and material Wld I explained the basic thought - to fonn 

a point Ym.ich consisted or the First Panzer Battalion, the Third , 

Pnilzer Grenadier Battalion, P.mzer Anti-Aircraft and Panze1: 

Fllgin,eers, should be co.mpooed in such a manner that it should be 

suitable bOcause. •or its speed, nnnor, and fire poller, to solve 

all coming problems . This group should without regard advance, 

should not po.y any attention to unimP?rtant enmiy goals nor 

booty nor prisoners or ,tar, and the to.ak or this group should be . . 
'finished then 1t only one Panzer Uodel 4 were to reach the l!'.o.as 

http:l!'.o.as


That wao clear to me and I ca rried it through and 

I explained it that bocauoe of the very difficult terrain 

and becaus e of the regrouping of the eneiny this g roup should 

be entirely rubbed out and that it l'IOuld then depend that the 

Kings Tiger Batt~ion would be sent behind in a closed, orderly 

march in order to, after the Fir3t Battalion were rubbed out, 

talce over the honvy fighting itoelf. And that wao according to 

m,y judgment the area of the Slopes of the Ardennes into the area 

of the Uans. That is, in other v,ords, that the First Battalion 

received a very deeparate taolc, l'lhich I c;xplnined very clearly 

0 
to the officers. 

0 The orders to the Officers of the point were given with 

the some meaning and they w~re told: "You will go nhead with 

high speed on the road indicated. Your _taslc will be. fuJ.tilled 

after you hnvo blown up. The one that will tako over command 

after you is tho c~r behind you. 11 

In thio oonncction I ordered that if shooting ho.d to 

be done it would hnve to be done While going, that ~he point wao 

0 not to stop anywhere. I ordered that no booty was to be taken 

anywhere, that no enenzy- vehicles confiscated were to be eY.Wnined,0 
o.nd a.gain pointed toward the fact that runmunition ohould be used 

aparoely because or the BUpply situation. That my order was 

an order or d,apa~ation become evident, that I started arr with 

only one tank!'ul. for m,y tank, that I could not figure on. rein­

forcement and had to depend to supplement my- vehiclo hy enemy 

fuel. Through my experience, however, I knew thnt that generally 

is not pl.lsaible. Furthennore, it was clear to mo that our supply 

lines would bo oo heavily loaded we could not figure on aw 

supplies Betting through. Ci 

The dec.isive pa~ ~r ·t~e ·.po~t ...~t·.'th~~e~r~;~,~tho 
,•· .. .. :;t ··: . ~ " .. . ·.. ,...,,.... 

· march order. In view or the bad and narrow l"Oads i't_ waa 

impoHiblt to change the order or march la.ter on and, thereroro, 
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thio composition had to be thought of and ti.cured out very 
,J .... 

carefully, Therefore, it took me about two hou1·a to talk with 

my Canm.o.nders about thio order of march. The entire band of 

march which was under me wao "a.bout 25 k1101neters long, Becauso 

of the tact that the broadcast, vrao very limited, due to the bad 

terrain, I had to ·choose a place for my3elf almost in the centor 

if I wanted to have an esaontial point of 1n£erence, Therefore, 

I divided the marching colwnn in aovoral independent sectioris 

and for each individual ,:me I made the Co:runander responsible. 

0 Major Poetschke -became the Orticer in Charge of the point ,-m~, 

0 for this purpose, had a fighting group subordinate to him, con­

sisting of his Battalion, the Third Panzer Grenndier Battalion, 

the! Hinth Panzer Engineer Co:npany, o.nd the Regimental Anti-Aircratt 

Company. 

0 
0 



Q At the beginning or that conference, I beli~ve 

you said you read the order or the attack. Whose order 

TIO.S that? 

A It was tho order of attack or Division . 

Q \'io.s there a.'1.ything aaid in that order about 

prio oners or wur? 

A It said in one paragraph that it was not.., the job 

of the armored opearhead to worry about prisoners or war that 

0 were expected. However, this was the job of the Infantry 

0 folla'ldng. Furthermore, it said that PW collecting points 

\Tore to be set up at the ammun..i.tion and i'uel dumps. 

Q Was there aeything in the order, about civiliona? 

A Ir I remember correctly, only an explo.nation that 

in the t errain 11hich we were to c onquer, the appearance· of the 

population inim.i.cal to us "".no expected. Armed civilians llerc 

to be t.rcated as· partisans nnd all r eDistancc that were to appear 

0 waa to be broken Trithout regard. 

Q What did you do 3lld where rrere you on the 15th o.r0 
. December 19L4? 

A I TIU!J orderod to tho Corps CP. 

Q Did you go to the Corps CP? 

A Yes. 

Q What happened t_hero? 

A Tho Divisional Commanders woro pres'ent there, ao 

well as the l-A 1s, it I rem,mber correctly, the ~egimental 

·colll/llllllders_oi' Divistons, i"urth'ermore, the then Lieutenant 

··-:· _\.,-:· ~c-~{o~;i~·~k:i~~~~,--~ccq~p~~Cd •by so~ ~en~leman. The 

commander in cho.rge, General Priess, m11de a speech based upon 

tt.e Fuehrer conference in Bad ltauheim. and reaJ an order of t~ 



______,.....,____""' 

Q \'01at did that order of the day say? 

A I personally cannot remember any details . It 

wos a patriotic appeal for the hearts of German men. , 
Q Did it oay anything about prisoners of mir? 

A No. 

Q Did it 3ay anythinc a bout civilians7 

A No. 

0 Q You say that Sltorzeny wns present. Dur:fng the 

conference at Corps, vr_as the Operation Greil discussed?0 
A Yes. 

Q What was all.id about that? 

A Skorzeny ihtrochlced the officers a\ companyi.ng 

him, the .first time talked about the Greif job an~ explained 

it in about the follO'l'ling sense: That his task wao a task , 

7specially organized or requested by the Fuehrer and had the 

coal to precede us with a Wave or panic and con!'uaion in0 
order to confuse the enemy retreat which was eXpected o.nd to

0 
epeod thiS retreat. For this purpose all members of this group 

were to wear American unii'o1"lll0. ~e of those combat groups WD.S. 

to be used with tho lat DI.vision under command of Lieutenant 

Colon~l Hardick end this combat group was to be int:b:ryorated 

with my unit !irst inorder .a!ter I broke thra.i ch the enemy front 

line past lllY point and to carry out its special job. I vraa 

told then that I could take Hardick with me to my C:P in order 

. to talk ::i.bout the expected incorporation. Tho Comm.:mding 

_ O~nor~ .~h~~C';lP~ l~f'.7 th~ coi:u"e.ronco, turn~d o~r ~~ ..super- .. ,· 

.: :. '/:"~•~i~'.;t~ -~-,;·:chi~r-or 's~i i.hnanii :~~ he ' i ii~~., h~}l· ~ .. :· :.·. 
long time in ereat detail about the chronological aecfuence 

. ' .or the at,tack in our area. 

http:companyi.ng
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Q Who was Colonel Sandie, il' you knol'I? 

A Lieutenant Colonel San.dig was at that time the 

commander Or the 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment. 

Q 1.'Tas he present at that conference? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you tlll.k to - him? 

A Yes . 

0 A Tho Panzer Grenadier fiegimen t Sandig was to £oll01Y 

0 my armored group closely and I thcrei'ore told him ,in detail 

that it was very important that I not get separated from my 

column since the' danger of my point being surrounded was always 

present and. I told him that the vehicles, 'the prisoners and the 

booty which I would leave -behind should not be reported by him 

as his arm successes since it was generally such that we carried 

. out annored break-throughs, could not 1vorry about booty and those 

(! vehicl_es which were ssentiaJ. to uo were taken over by the Infantry 

that .follO'rfed. Furthermore, it was naturally so that those0 
prisoners which we sent back in the' ~ven:Lne reported as OUl' 

success were again reported as being taken by the Infantry and 

therefore, the numbers of P'{{I a ,ras very exaggerated. In this 

case it was such that during the orre~sive that the 12th 

Grenadier Division commanded by General Engle reported all. the 

success which I had_ and the airplanes, for inDtance, lThiCh I 

had destroyed completely at the airport or Buellingen • . Ho 

reported as captured two do.ya later. 



() ... 

Q Ah.er thut conterenco at· the Corps was concluded, where 

did you.go next? 

A I roturned to my c.p. with Lt. Col. H•rdiek. 

Q Dld you have another conference with your commanders on 

that day? 

A Yea. 

Q \'lho was present? 

A At this meeting those commnndere wore present which I 

alroady mantioned in the conference or the 14th, and th"' Corranander 

of the Reconnaisance Battalion, Knittel, who wae al6o interested in 

it, _since in the first plaCe he waen it quite clear about the Opera­

tion Greif and since the ·dorpora:t,ion ·into iey- columns also concerned 

him. 

Q At that coni'orence wae anything said about prieooers or 

,mr? 

A No. 

Q Now, have you heard ~he ot!icers ot your spearhead, llho 

are accused in this caee, give evidence to the effect that yol>: said(l 
prisoners or war will not be taken? 

0 I 
A l!ay I interrupt; you? It' I reJmmber your previous ques-

tion correctly, do you moan that I said anything about prie0DC1re 

or war? 

Q I moant did aeybody ea.y anything about prisoners of war? 

A The problein of prisoners of war started by Ha.rdick, is as 

tollowe:: Hardick was to be coJllld.ttecl with his combat group be!oro 

me. It was, therefore, possible that he take pr::laonere that I would 
later on meet, and since it na our habit to let the priaon'era ot 

l'fB.r etaiicl on the aide or the road unguarded, the danger 'oxisted 

.t~i·.j.f\ \ ,~~··t~ ·a,pp,:oach ·1 .would com,~de~' thein o.n 'al?i.!' e~em;y 'and 

·'~ ·~~t ~g~~~~:~h~~·, ·.~· ud~ht ;~pe:•-~r:·~n\ ~~~.- .i ; ~~ef~ro &eked 

(Poip;r - DI.Nct) 
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sh-2 Hardick what do you do with prisoners and Hardick thereupon told mo 

we were to operate exactly like the British Commandos -- if we are 

caught, we 1'111 be finished; we dontt give any mercy either. 

Q Did you say anything at the conference about prisoners or 

wai-? 

A No. 

Q Now, have you ever he8rd the officers or your spearhead, 

in this caso, give evidence that prisoners or war will not be taken? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that true? 

A · No. 

_Q Was it the assigned duty or task of your spearhead to take 

. prisoners? 

A No. 

Q Who was charged with that responsibility in the ort'eneive? 

A The :tnrantry that followed, in this case the 2nd Panzer 

Grenadier Regivimt.. 

Q And who was the ·commanding Ofticer ot that Regiment? 

A Lt. Col. Sandig. 

Q · Now, ;you say that Uajor' Poetschke had the same C.P. -- had 

hie c.P. in the same building as yours? le that correct? 

Cl After your Regimental mooting on the evening of the 15th 

ot December, do you know whether Poetschke had a meeting of his 

Company Commanders? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you present? 

~ I ~s present part ot the ti.Juo, because we had to use the 



• 
the 15th or December, what were the last instructions that you 

gave your Battalion Comma.ndore at the conclusion ot the eeting? 

A I let my officers go with the reminder that a writteD. 

Regimental Order was to come out. I told them that, at the same 

tine, that the hour ot the attack might be postponed, Bince11H11 

I knew frci:n the 01.vision that because of our insufficient prepara­

tions, Army would try to get a posti,onement. 

Q ¼bat ti.me, on the 15th or Decenb~r, did that Regimental 

meeting COl!le to a concluaion? 

A I can tt say for sure.0 
Q Was it in tho rooming or in the afternoon?

0 . . 
A I estimate at twenty or twonty-one hundred hours. 

Q In the evening? 

A Yes. 

Q At that time had the Regi.11:ental Order you have referred to 

been written? 

A No, at the timo vrhon Pootochkc held his conforenco,I pre-

pared the Regimental. Order llith my adjutant. That ia, ""' mostly 

used the Divisional. Order as a foundation, inaetar aa it concCmed 

the order or march and the t11ak to be done, and furthermore, this 

order contained ·a very detailed cbecription or the entire order or 

murch or my combat group. The order, in its original form, was 

finished at about. 10:00 o•clock and vce then written by the Regimen­

tal clerks and should ha~ been finished shortly after midnight. 

Q I• that mi!!nJ.ght tho 15th-16th Doconi>or? 

A Yee. 

Q ' Did the order contain any reference to the treatment ot 

prisoners ~t w8.I'? 
0 

A N~, th~ order cont&ined ~nly pure tactical. matters. . ....··. :_·..., , ,., ·... ·. -~...:·. ' .-~· .. . ' .·. :<· ..: '' _.;, ,; ·- ·.· ,;;... ... : 
·· ' ." ·: ·Q· · ·::Did .it . say anything about a 11 wave of ,terroru.7.... ·,~·: ...~-::··!· 

. :·i :·::-::I\i~-~~:::·.~.-·-t;:;:=<:.\·(·~·::~)}..:~:-;:;/· ..·· ..: .• ,-~<r--:~~<2·:: .·:··::-
{Peiper - DI.rect) 



Q Now, have you heard the statement - the written statement 

of the accused Fischer, dated the 31st of l'Arch, Proaecution•e 

Exhibit P-13, mtlch was read into evidence in this case and is on 

page 174 of the record -- have you heard that statement read into 

evidence? 

Yes. 

Q I will read from that etatement: 

11011 December 15, 1944, in a forester I a house in Blanken­
heim a written regi.n:ental order was handed to mo by 
Hetu.£. Hans Gruhle, Adjutant of the SS Panzer Regiment I, 
11 LSSAH11•(1 
"In thi:, regimental order ha.ndod to me by Hstuf. Hans 
Gruhle amongst Other things it read that a wave or fear 
and terror was to precede our troop:, and that the resis­
tance of the enemy was to be broken by terror. 

0 

11 Furthermore it ea.id in this regim,nto.l order that where 
the ,military situation should absolutely necessitati, it, 
to shoot prisoners of war. A.tter receiving the regimen­
tal order, without addins anything I had this order copied 
anew, and phanged the heading hereby from: 

ss·pz Hgt. I. 11 LSSAH11 

to I./{mixod) ·ss Pz ll8t I, "LSSAH".
/ 

11011 the same day also, on the 15th of Dec~mber 1944, a0 conference took place in the sane torestert a house at 
which stubai' Poetschke Commander of the I./(rnixed) SS0 pz Rgt I, 11 LSSAH'1 , also ieoued the some order to the 
company commanders. I also took part. at this conference 
but I was not continuoualy in the room. However, at the 
time stubaf Poetschke spoke about that we should not take 
any prisoners '!here the military situation absolutely 
reqt.dred it, Poetachko alee de.clared hereby that ~his 
order was a secret order. 

•In my capacity- as Adjutant or tho I,/(mixod) ss pz ll8t r, 
!LSSAH I immodiatoly••• 11 

Incidentally, I · think that _!«)rd~ 11~~11 imana - referring to the 

Battalion. 

nimmedi:1tely after thia conference, I ' had requested the 
ofricere who belonged to our battalion to sign the order c 
which was retyped from regimental order to battalion 

·,.·· .:" :i: 
1 
:~~::.-.w~:;;:;;~:i~1tit\N{;t~s·t~i:f~¥t:;~~-~-~ .: 

(Peiper - Direct) 



(\'/hereupon the statement read by Lt. Col. Drlnoll, Prosecutiont.s 

Exhibit No. 1,3, ,raa road by the interpreter 1n Gorman.) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. Ili1INEU.: 

Q What Regi.ttental. order ~s Fischer referring to? 

PkOSECUTION: It the Court ple!l.ee, we object .to that ques­

tion because it calla for a conclusion ot this Witness. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. 

A At this tim!i there was no Regi.mentS.1 order. At this time 

we had three orders; fi:t'st, the Divisional order of attack; second, 

the supply order of Di.vision which wae attached to the first; and 

third, an order of the day, which, however, I cannot tell Y0u any­

more as to whether it was i'rom Army or from Arrq Group. I cannot 

evan tell you with certainty it I 1-eceived this order ot the day 

with the other papers on the 14th, or ii' it was brought to m::, C.P. 

in the course or the 14th by a Liaison 0£1'1.cer. 

Q Have you heard thB witness Kramm testify in this c·ase? 

A Yee. 

Q Did you hear him testily that he was present at the Regim,n-

tal eetiog referred to? 

A Yes. 

Q What aeeignment or duty did Kramm have? 

A Kramm wa~ the Liaieon Otticsr ot the 1st Battalion. 

Q Who was Pootscbke Is adjutant? 

A The adjutant was it. Fischer : 

Q Is that the Fischer who 1s an accused in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q And what relation to Fischer did Kramlll have? 

A Kramm was tho aseiet~t or the aide of Fischer. ,One might 
' , • • , • '.-';:: .. ''.-: ,>' ' '·,., .•• -. .. I _.' •., '; • • 

· ii&Y<,th&t' _lle·· ~~ - a. .Jne~e~nSer, wi~l\ -the ."rank"or. an Otticer who was used 

·\·1,~~/l~~4t~'~~~~~~e's~~--·~- .· .. : . 
•Q Do you kn;,,, ot yaur offl kn?wledge lfhether Kramm ever had 

an opporturdty t.o sea th~ ~gimental Order on the 15th ot December?_, 

http:ple!l.ee
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A He could not have had that opportunityJ because at that 

tim,. the Regimental. Orde~ did not exist. 

Q Now, prior to the 14th or ~cember 1944, were your officers 

r equired to attend sand table conferoncea? 

A Yea. 

Q ¥/hen and where did these sand table exercises take place? 

A · The sand table exercises \'fare made up by the 1st Do.ttalion 

on the farmhouse Buschfeld, near Freisheim. 

Q Who was present at these annd table exercises? 

A The Commander of the lat Battalion, }Lajor Poctachke, 

ordered those that were to attend. Those were in th~ first place 

o.ll. oi'ficere of his Battalion, and according to ,lha.t type of exorcise 

was carried out at this sand table, the Panzer Commanders vreire asked 

to attend. As guests, the following were invited, officers of unit~ 

with Yhich one would normally cooperato and v,ork with during battle; 

that neane anti-aircraft, artillery, artille17 and engineers, and 

part or the time the signal corps. 

Q f/ero you ever present at any of those exercises? 

A Yea. 

Q Did you ,ever conduct them and manage them yourself? 

A If I rcuoomber correctly, I, myself once managed and le<! 

o~e of those exercises during that tm. 

Q Now, at the time of these sand table exercises, did any 

of your orricera, including yourself, know about the cond.ng Eifel 

orrenaive? 

A No, we knew nothing about it. At this time vie all i'igured 

on a breakthrough oi' the American forces in the vicinity of l)J.erren. 

Therefore, wa had received. a t8.sk by the Division to try out -~· P~zer . . ~ .. ·.. ' 

flank break-through, lfhich might be used tO 9:t;Op ·thiS-~r~Cilll b~ak-.. ~ ..,.-. . . ·. .. , ..... .:~ ~: \ .';'' .. 
through.• Thia theme was talked •about in the terrain. · 

(Peiper - Direct) 
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Q Vias Kranun present at any or the sand table exercises? 

A Yes. 

Q · Wae the accUBed Rumpf over at tho Regimental Command Post 

on the 15th ot D,cember 1944? 

A That, or course, ie possible, but I can•t tell you• 

. Q Have you heard the accused Rumpf giw evidence in this 

case, by way or a written statement dated the 22nd of ldarch 1946? 

A' Yes. 

Q I am referring to Prosecution's Exhibit No, 55, which ie 

in the record on page 7.32, Do you rem:,mber this statement by 

11 The first formal issuance of orders in regard to use 
of terror method.a happened on the 12th or 13th Deconber, 
1944, at the Reginvmtal command Poet 'in \'leilerwist. At 
that time I was ordered to the command post. There I 
was met by an Ordnance officer whose nEl?M I do not ' 
rem!lmber any more. The Ordnance off'icor presented to m!I 

a secret regimental order which I read through in his 
presenco • 11 • 

Did that hap.(.k'n? 

(Whereupon the statement read above was translated by the 

0 interpreter.) 

A ThS:t is impossible.0 
Q \'lhy ie it impoaeiblo? 

A At that time, including my onn person, no one know about 

th-, coming offensive, in my regiment. • 

Q When did the spearhead under your command actually 'p,egin 

it,a march in the El.fel Offensive? 

A The setup of my combat ·groups started on the 16th, about 

6:00 o•clock in the morning to 12,00 oiclock noon. I fell o\lt with 

my group at a.bout 1600 hours • 

.. . _._. :,'. q·,' .· Vt~at conditions. ~~ you encoW1ter at t~e beginning ~f the 
0 

·• ~rch? . · , . 

A By the bad road conditions at:.d the ~nee number of 

.. (Peiper- Direct) 



• 

vehicles that was compressed in this area, togethur vd.th th" group 

of Skorzeny, ,·mich apparently had not had very much training, the . 

traffic on the road proved to be of chaotic extent. For enc walk­

ing on foot, it was al.most impossible to walk through the road in 

the so-called "No one, a I,andll, between the German and the American 

positions. Thero was a bridge which had been previously blown up. 

Because of the road jams, the engineers who ,rere supposed to repair 

this bridge could not get through. And furthennorc, especially at 

this ti.me, the entire artillery of the 121:.h Volks-Grenudier Division 

had to change positions to tha front. Since the artillery of this 

Division was horse-drawn, there was a terribie heap of Kings Tigor 

tanks on tho road and four-legged mules. I, m;yself, and my Comman­

ders 1'rare atanding on t~s road to regulate traffic, ~d sin~ the 

bridge was not completed on ti.Jm I had to have a detour built, by 

· reason or which I could only ato.rt orr with being twelve hours late. 

Q Describe tho uniforms or the m,n, of your. spearhead? 

A The Po.nzer crews mostly wore black leather clothes. The 

· Grenacl;ers under ~ as well as the engineers wore field-gray uniforms,
0 

partly camoui'laged; the unti-o.irorai't artillery s~ordinate to me 

0 wore blue-gray air corps uniform~. The uniform. or the artillery was 

the same as that of the infantry. 

Q Vlho.t type or uniform was t~at? 
0 

A That was the arum uniform I mentionod for tho Grenadiers, 

field-gricy, 

PRESIIENT: The courl l'fill receee until 1330. 

(Whereupon at 1200 hours the court rece~eed.) 

(Peiper - Direct) 
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21 June, 1946 

AFTEBBOOB ... V BESS ION 

{\'/hereupon th~ Court reoonvened at 1330 hours.) 

PRESI_mNT1 Tak8 soats. The Court will com, to order. 

PROSECUTION1 Ir the court ploa.ae, let tho record show 

that all members or the Court, all uembors or the Prosecution ll'ith 

the exception or Lt. Col. Crawford who 111 absent on buaineea or the 

Prosecution, end Capt. Byrn.I), wno baa been excused on orders or 

the Commanding General, all tho Defense, with the exception or Dr. 

Pfister, ""1.o 1a absent on bus1nen or t~ De tense, all of tha de­

hndanta and the raporterare present. 

IEFENSE COUNSEL, TM def'enu recalls the aocuaad, Col.Joachim 

Peiper • . Lt. Col, Dwinne1 will conduct the examino.tion. 

JOACHIM PEIPER, one of tho aoouaed, recalled, teatifiod ftrther 

aa tolloW81 

DlRECT EXAMINATION, continued(J 
(ltESTIONS BY IEFENSE COUNSEL (LT, COL, Dwlllnel)1 

0 
Q Will you oontinu, with the description of tho unif~rma of 

your epearheadt 

A The Voikeartlllery m,n who w,re under rr::y oomnand, who .::,re 

ae I have alrea~y nentioned, • blue..green uniform 1tith red oolor~d 

oollar ineignia • And the paraohutiata 1"1tioh '1'18re put under JrrJ com­

mand la.tor were partly wsari.ng a blua grey uniform, partly a oana.. 

f'lougad unit'orm with )'Ollow ooJ.lar inaignia. 

Q During tha offeneive and at any titm during the naroh, 

did any or yo~ ortio~r• Wl'Jl.r .a yellow jaobt't 
0 

A !ea. orf1o~r~ .~ !;~ -v~ri~ua kind• o; yellow jaoketa. 

Q ... DO you .ro~ mbe~ ilh8'u~ai·~ ot any orrfoora :t.n partio~,lar 
• • ... ,.:.;•, ......"::; • .>. .o 

who 1110re yellow ~aoketl? • 

http:wsari.ng
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A I 1only ren,el:llbar lat Lt. Thielefor oertain rrom 3rd 

Battalion, and Capt. Nush, from D.ivi~ion headquarti,ra. 

Q Now, ~n yournaroh, what to't'111 or viilage did you r1rot rea."ht 

A In tha awning of' December 16,it •• already dark, I Ir-

rived at approxinately 1700 hours in Loshaim. 

Q Vihat oombat oonditiona existed there at that titret 

A Loaheim had already boon to.kon by troopo of th, 12th 

Volkagrenadiar Division at that timo. A ti,rrible traffio jam ll't.S 

1n the to-,a itself', it was an exceptionally dark night and the tom 

-,,a.a under American artillery tire. 

Q To what tow or village did you go next? 

0 A Contrary to my original orders aooording to which I 118& 

supposed to proceed along tho ttein highway, I here reoeivad a. radio 

order to take route by way or Lanzerath. Leaving town and prooead­

ing toward Lanurath "11'98 vary diftioult ainoa we had to pan through 

mina f'ialda whioh wero not olauad. They v,ere main.Ly mines whioh 

-..,era old and snowed under and which, in tho main, -,,,a first had to 

loolct f'or with our armored vehiolaa. To the beat ot my raoollaotion 

I therefor .Lost about three tanka and rive haJ.t.. iraoka on the way0 
from Loshaim to Lsnzarati'\.0 

Q At that time did you mat any Gernn paraohubt troopat 

J. Yea. 

Q Ulldar Y1hat oirownot&noaa ·t 

A1 I reoeiwd a radio order either trom diV~aion or corpo, I 

oan 't say tor aura any more, aooording to whi:oh a regiment of' the 

3rd Airborne Division had gotten held up 1n lanzarath• I ll't.8 told' . 
that this ragimsnt 111111 to bo put under my attBntion and that I was 

to ~ont1nuo to, a.~a0k 1'itp.out ,dalay. I arr ind in ,Lanzerath about 

midnight and there had a. 0°?~~~~1;1,00 with a. Colonel who commanded 

this .paraohuts , r _o~-~n~.·.; .t: 1r~~r~1:~ i-~ :~ .&~.~ .f~~-battali~ ready 
. . . '· . . .. ' .· : ... ·, . . . • • • ~ ··~:,_ ..,. .. t .. _, • 

_;. ;·~·!t\ 1 •. ··; ' for·1~~ -a0Jc· a..~Ol\gr the ~r0ad trom Lanurath io H°!1a:f'eld. Ti:ey wi,ra 
0

•· --..\!' be uaed ~nly aa dahaaa r0r the f'J.GD.ka and oloei 00mbai for my 

http:f'J.GD.ka
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Q \',hat happenod next·, 

A At about four a. m. I proooeded to attack with my tanks. 

supported by rotorbad infantry end infantry on toot, tx:ay;arda the 

to'reat. Contrary to reports reoe ived trom the pe.raohut& troopa tho 

!'or1ut -,:as !"reed or en11ii!Y tl"Oope. The forest 1'1'1111 tmder aevera ar­

tillery bar~1:1,ge. At the. dam or 17th - aurprieingly penetraffld 

Ronafeld. 

q lihat combat oonditiana exilted at Hond'llld. 

A An Atn9 rioan reoognizanoe lmit was stationed at Hona!'e l d. 

The vahiolss W1tre standing in front oi' all th, doors of all the houau 

u 
in tona. and th9re 119ra plenty or l'fOapona a.round, pe.rtioulariy tank 

deatr0Y9ra, but tho troops v.-ors not a:ttiheir l'i'ISnpona or i n thoir ve­

0 

vehiolaa, but v.Gro 1n the houua a.leap . For that reason, tnere 

-.a he.rd l y any fighting at all. The firat mving apearJseada , at the 

h9ada of v,hioh lat Lt. Prouaa Ml& driving marely shot ~t aom, or 

I 
groups or houses tor prophylaotio rGaaona and tho town •a pa11ed 

. \ 
'Without BllY aorioua ruiatanoe . At ~hat t itll!t I 1':'9.8 with \ lll opoAr• 

head. Wit_h the point. }Jy o-,a:i oomand group wh1oh ~s to ~r\ h in 

the convoy behind the group or Poetaohko had ren.ined , .ay behind and 

I myeolf dooid•d to poroonolly romafa1 with tho point In ord• ,. to bo 

0 
able to talcs aot1on rroro rapidly, to be abJ..o to encourage th' troops 

out t"ront· ~nd in order to be a.bh to evnluate t ho roaulta of 'the ro• 

oOgnir.anoe performed by tho unit Knittel and tho Unit Hardiok, both 

of whioh 1i0ro auppoaed to pau by me• 

Cl Did you aee af1y priaonere or war 1n Honarold at/ tna.t tin1. 

A I aaw a_ome individual Aff!erioan ooldiera jucp aro\Uld from 

houH to houao. I didn't BH any priaonora. 

Q Do you know ,di.ether any prison.era or war 1'0re shot in 

. I 
~ I didn't hear anything abo.ut that': ·,. ~ ,'' · . ,, . "'-;, . , 

·, Q . ··rl•:re ~~ lt ~~ d tho ,,1tnea~~../;~;:~t~-~y.Jfrj\·~:a·:~~r':.-:~-, •. 
0 

forrtng•'to ~ 11, ~1-U:; a~aa l'iileo~, Uorria and \"1,ite, ~o . 'teati.r'l.ed • 
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tnat prisoners or v.er v,,are killed in Honsfeld. · Hnve you heard that 

evidence given in this cue? 

A Yes. 

q For the oon.venienoe . of the Court, the atatznrent ot l /ihon 

is on page 901, or the reoordr l 'orris page 907,, and i\bite 909. Is 

that trueY 

A I can't state anything definitt!tly about this because I 

v.4sn 1 ~ present. It was later r~portad tone that reslsfunoo start­

ed up again several hours after my passing through Honsfold and that 

the tr-oops uho 193re following us up and Ylho at that till!a considered0 
Honsfeld to be safely in our hands, considered themselves to be am­

0 
bushed secretly. From the impression I received f'rom the diaouasiona 

I heard at the time, the !'allowing had happened. The Alll'3rioan troops 

had realized their surprise only rather late 8D.d proceeded to !'ire 

a~ain on tho units or my troops ~ioh wore f'urther behin~ and tha:t 

therefore serious oo~at 'age.~ resulted. 

Q Vrho mis L~jor Taubert, 

A lil.jor raubert Y/&8 tho oonumnding of'fioer of tho airborne 

0 
battalion vhioh jo:ined us 1n 1:he attack on Hc:ms~ld, 

0 Q Did you ho.ve nny oonveroationa with him at that tine? 

A Yee. 

Q Vihat was said? 

A On the wutern edge of' Honst'eld I r~queeted lajor Taubert 

to main~in his uen on my vehicles and continue to aooonrpany our 

attack. As I rr.entiDned before, this 'whole ragilmnt was under my 

ootmnand •t that tine. Evidently due to ~ OIDl!I n1istake 
I 

no timl limit 

was sot on this and I did not know that tho reginl!lnt proper had a 

different mies ion attar Hons,.feld was taken. M\jor Taubert then to~d 

ue that he first had to .,,.e,it tor an order from hie reginent and I 

was llllDoyed and toltl them tor_ him ;1ten j ~st .;to stay b•ol:: in Honsf'eld. . . 
cd hi~e in there•. 
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A Yos. 

Q Vlhb.t happenod artor you lert Honateld? 

A About one kilometer 'fl!80t or Honofeld the point -.a filled in. 

Q Did you atop? 

A Yea• 

Q '\\hat vohiolo ...-ere you in then? 

A At thnt time I eithor 'WQl!I in the tin k or l'ajor Poateohke or 

in the vehicle of Captain Diotenthe,l. 

Q W>re you in the lead? 

A Yc,e. 

Q Did you continue on the road that you hod originally plan-

ned to uH·t 

A Yea. 

Q T.,,ore did you go't 

A I first had had the orders to unroh to Hopponbaoh from Hona-

told ;on e.ooount of the obvioualy poor road conditions I dooided to 

go by way or Buol.lingen, Buollingon itaolf -.a aoa jgnod to tho Divi.o­

ion Hitlor Youth by tho operational order. Since I heard the noise of 

combat "ffh.ioh. v;ae duo to the division }!itler Yo~th oompe.ratively tw 

to the roar and up northeaet, I thought it might be poaeible to paaa 

through the tc,,a or Bmllingon without oaueing a U"affio jam to­

gether with the Hitl~r Y0 utli Division. 

Q T1hera did you go next? 

A I continued along the main road to BuoH:1ngen. 

-9 Wae thoro an a1rdroffl9 juat before Bualling1tn1' 

A Yea, th.ore ,;as an airdromo on the left Bide a abort diatanoo 

outside of Buellingen_. 

Q Describe what happi,ned thore. 

A About 12 or 13 American liaison planes ware standjng at 

that"airdrome, ths propellers llll!rO moving and the nohinae llll!ro ready 
... ~ 

to tam orr. _T~ oreffll of tJieiio plan~a apparently taken oOmplotely 

by aurpr iao al10, they hid in the hedgoro"WS lfflioh aarrounded ths 
0 



;,:• .. 

airdron:e and opened fire upon us. '!'his fire 'fiB8 suppor'bJd &om the 

to\111 of Buoll:ingen proper. Tho vehiolea in thtt point thereupon pro­

ceeded to strafe the Mdgerowe with machine gtm and artillary fire 

and in that manner deetroyed all airplanes. 

Q Did you see any Alllerioan prisoners or 11ar at that tinJ9? 

A Yes. 

Q Tell what happened. 

A Seven, eight, or possibly ttielve prisoners of war cane to-

'll&l"da mi, along the road. They droppod their arms and wero aent to 

the rear by u1s. No guard was sent along, dnoe a oon tinuous convoy 

0 wae right behind us along the rend. 

0 Q i\hat tine of .the d~y waa that? 

A It we.a about nine or .9: 30. 

Q On the 17th of Dooembor? 

A Yee. 

Q Did you receive artillary fire at that tiire? 

A At that tlrm 'ws didn't get any yat. 

Q Did you see any civilians at that tine'? 

Q A Yoo. Only after that 119 attacked tho tOT,ll.• 

Q Vi'hat wore the civilians doing?0 , 
A Theyn ,ero firing f'rom windows rather regularly. 

Q Did you go into Boullingen? 

A Yoa. 

Q About·1wt timo1 

A Abou~ nlne-thirty. 

Q Did you eso any prisoners of' nr in Baulli.ngen'? 

A Yes. 

Q Vthat h~ppene d1 

A About ei,:ty prisoners of war ooll.Eloted in one point, in my 

,opinion. I orderod Capt. Die.hnthal ,t o"_~!'o to it ·th.o.t these prison-
~ .. Q • • ' : • 1~ • , ... . 

era were sent +.o the roar in A.'11er1oan truoka whioh wel'e .,alao etand-

truolca ..;ould bo put in • 



0 0 

Q \\hat happened ne,:t'l 

A )'.ii, captured an Amerioon rue! dump and retuelad nnd as 

rapidly ae pose iblo. A100r ioan soldiars wero ll'Orking in that fuel 

dunp al110 and th1ty were or great help refu8l1ng. 

Q Will you ind~oate cm the rr.ap,Proseoution's E,:hibit P-3, 

just where that happened? 

A The prisoners oollooted tnomsslves up hore in the northern 

part or B1tullingen, exactly at the plaoo whore tho ohuroh 1a marked 

there. 

IEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col. Dwinnol)1 Lot the record 11how 

that tho wi1neaa le pointing to a .•Ylll?'l indioat:1ng a church about 

·the - oentar or the tov.n or Buellingen aa. Proaeouticm.'a U.ap Exhibit P-3. 

A Tho fuel dump proper ..,'llll looaWd ot tho road loading to 

Buet&nbaoh about here. (Indicating). 

Q Abo\tt how many kilometers is that point from the ohuroh_ 

that , yo~ have previously indioatod. 

A About fivo to eight hundred netera. 

0. And in ldult direction from th'l church! 

A i'itst, southwest. At that tim, the Atmr ioan artillery pro.. 

· oeedod to put tho tom undor hsaT)" tire llhioh apeedod up our very rap id 

movotl'llmta oven nore. Tho vahiolea le.rt Buallin~en at full speed in 

the order in l'lhioh they had rei'ueled and lett the to,;n along thia road 

hare. ( lndioating) • 

Q Are you indicating the r~ad leaving tho to,n going in a 

10Uthlf81t ,diraotion't 

A Yea. 

Q l'lhat happened next? 

A At this fork, thil road forked hara, I ordered a ·short break 

. in order to •.":" _; ~ : ::.~~ -o~~:: to ~1?1 it pos~: ble that the oolwr:ii 

,Thioh ~~ -bean brolce:ci up ~ uld 010118 up ..again. 

1 

(Paiper .. direct) 

0 

0 
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Q About how many kilotmtera is that point from Beullingen'? 

A About three kilom,tere. 

Q Did you see aiiy Amorioan vohioloa at that ti.m9f 

A 'Yea. 

Q V.hat did you do about that? 

A At this very road fork on" or two American allll)ulanoea 
'· 

oarm do,m f'r'orn the road north. They were sent back alon~ this road 

which "" had com from without delay. 

Q \\hat did you do next? 

A The driver or the point vuhiole, let Lt. Preuu, at 'that 

point lost contact with the rest or tho oolunn for the reason that he 

continued along tha road whioh I had originally ordered him to go 

a l ong, namely southM1st. But since down hero in the next town there 

-was one oth9r bridge and those 1\8ro partioular--points or particular 

danger for us, I decided at this road fork to choose the road into 

lbdet,lioheid,~y •Y ot the forest, 1ne'b3ad, partioularly since this 

ruul ted 1n tim sav~g and 1':9.e a short out and al~o t<:>ok us a•y 

from an unexpeoind dll'eotion. 

( Peiper - direct) 



Ta 22s iic 
6-21-46 
pl Q Did you aee any prisoners of war .at that time? 

A I did not seo any individual prisoners of war but 

I did soe a lar'ge number of American vehiclea. 

Q Where did you go next'! 

A Fro:n lloderscheid we went on to Schoppen; from Schoppen 

on to Ondenvo.l. 

Q At Schoppen, or anywhere in the vicinity of Schoppen, 

did you seo any American vehicles? 

A Yeo , all along the road tho American vehicles kept 

continuing joining our column.
0 

Q You say you went to Ondcnvul; where did you go after 

0 that? 

A To Thirimont. 

Q Yntat tin\e o.nd what date was tho.t? 

A .That ,·rc1s on the 18th at about 12 0 1clock. 

Q Were you alone at this time? 

A I have already stated previously that I waa by myself 

and my whole Command Group wns not with me. I, myself, was riding 

0 on the vehicle of Diofentho.l most of the time, part of the time 

0 also on Pootschko Is tnnlc. 

Q Who was lea.ding the spearhead at this time? 

A You mean tho i'irst vehicle? 

Q Yoe. 

A I cnn 1t aa.y. 

Q You &ay yol:1 were nlone; who was comma.nding the main 

colwnn? 

A Uajor Poetschke was the Com.'!landor of the p0int group 

mentioned previously. 

Q Where di~ you next go?,_ 
. . . .· . 

,· A I left; ·oietenthal ts· vehicle for a Short time betw~·en • 
0 

: • • •• '• • ' • • '~ • ·, : '. • ; ' II • • •.• II!,0 

.. • • • O ··onden;~{ 'aha.' Thirimont becau&e a jeep ~ s standing along the 
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road there with a driver next to it and, s ince I had nothing to 

do at the m0:11ent and v,aa ver-.; much interested in tt. tactical. 

situation aroW1d L!almedy, I qui,stionocl tho driver about thie 

briefl:r. The mo.n had had ordero to repair a telephone line 

along our road and was able to tell me that the American troops 

had given up tr.i.l.medy and were retreating in a westerly and south­

westerly direction. 

Q. \'ntere were you at that mo:nent? 

A Between Ondcnval and other points a.bout hero. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col. Dwinell): Let the record 

show that the witness i s pointing to a road at a point about 

halt-way between Ondenva.l _and Thirirnont, on the map, Prooecution 1s 

Exhibit P-J. 

Q What were the combat conditions a.t the point that you 

have juut described east or Thirimont? 

A There was no combat going on. 

Q Do you know what your tanks weru doing at that time? 

A At about that time I suddenly heard my cannono and 

machine guns open fire, I, therefol'e, realized that the point hnd 

hit the main road from J.!nlmcdy to Petit Thier and, since at that 

moment I ,1as completely alone with the jeep driver, I drove orr 

to the point in the jeep, T'ne column behind me wao detached. since 

the piece of road between thio l'oad fork and lloderscheid ,1as 

exceptionally dirficult. About here, at this point, I met ncy­

annored spearhead. 

DEPENSE COUNSEL (Lt . Col. Dwinnel): Let the record 

indicate that tho witness pointed to a road ahout a 1-'.ilometer east 

of the town of Bcugnez, 

A About five tanks o.nd ubcut tho snmc number of half tracks 

were ot~ding in front of m~ and they wer~ ohooting "':th all weapons 

•... ~t tbeir disp0sal in a .southwes"teri.;,. gtrection at the road over .
here, nt a ranr;e of abou~t 500 meters, 



Q Are you indicating tho road fired upon as being the 

1-oad leadine south from the )Jalmed,y Croao Roado? 

A Yc:i. 

DEFENSE CX>UNSEL (Lt. Col . Dwin ell): On nrap, Prosecution ' s 

Exhibit P-3. 

A At that time I, myoelf, oaw an American truck convoy. 

Q What tiJne was that? 

A It might have been 1300 hour:i O..'ld it might have also been 

1330 hours . 

Q b this still the 17th of Decenber? 

A Yeo. Thio column atte:npted to break dovm in a southerly 

direction at great s peed, aa I saw the first vehicle of the :onvoy 

disappear behind thio curve here going south and the last vehicleo 

I 3P.W at the Crooa noadl3, but there might aleo h!lve boen more thore. 

Q Did you got into com.'il.unication \"dth your Headquarters at 

that time? 

A At first . I called - - I gave an order to cca:io fire 

several timeo, since I was annoyed at having my armored opcarhead 

hel d up, in vi01V of the fact that the:, had lost oo r11u ch time already. 

Furthermo1·e, I wa3 aMoyed at ha.ving these be.i.utiful truclco, which 

we needed oo badly, all shot up. It might have taken about two more 

lllinutcs until I was understood every-oh.ere. I, thert."llpon, loudly 

ordered ·the.11 to continue to drive on at a great speed. I then 

mounted the vehicle of llajor Foetochke and ordered him to oend a 

radio meaoage to the Division, since for the renson given be!ore, 

I did not have ally mennB of canmunica.tion of my own and he was to 

report tha.t, Ho. 1 , the enemy wa.a l eaving l.!almedy and was retrea.ting 

toward the sout~ a.nd southwest, and· that' wo ho.d reached. the main 

road south ot lial.Jnedy: · 

" Q ~ l'~a.t did you do next? 
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A I then mounted Die!enthal Io vehicle and followed the 

vchiclco which had already proceeded to move toward.a the Croo6 

noado, 

Q Did you lltop at:;ain? 

A This road here between the Groos Roado at the beginning 

or tho forest wo.o pretty well blocked by the American vehicles. 

Q Are you pointing to the road lending ~outh from the 

l!alJ11.ecly cross Roads? 

A Yeo . And a. panther was right in front or me and it 

was pushing the ohot American vehicles into the ditche:i by moving 

t o the l eft and the riaht alternately. I, my self, wi~h the 

vehicles followed at a. speed no faoter than walking. At that 

time I oaw a large nwnber of Americans , 

Q Did you atop? 

A Not at the.. Cross Roads - no, 

Q Did you stop at any- other place? 

A Yee. 

Q Indicate on the map juot where you stopped \'dth 

reference to t1;1e Croos Roads? 

A At the point where the road disappears in the forest. 

Q How rar oouth or tho Cross Ronda is that point? 

A About 500 meters on the ground. 

Q Do you lmow ,·,hat was taldng pl.a.co at tho Ualmed,y Cross 

Roads e.t tho time you passed and the time you stopped? 

A I o.lready mentioned that I saw a large nwnber' or 

A.mericlll'l soldiers at tho time, 40 or 60 a.ccordine to my oatiJ!ta.to. 

Some or thCU1 w01·e stnnding in the road already; some or them were 

.lying in tho ditch; nnd tho great majority of them were lyine . o~ 

• 
_t 

1 

the west side or the road 1f! the open area, 

Q What ti.-ne . or day did ~ltj.s happen~ 

• 

http:oatiJ!ta.to


A About 1330, according to my' recollection, 

Q What el se happened? 

A Some of the American sol diers pl ayed dead; some of 

them elovrly crept towards tho woodo; some of them suddenly 

jwnped up o.nd ran townrd the forest and sane of them came towards 

the road. Grenadiers which were in the half tracks driving behind 

111e fired on those which carried riflee and were running towards 

tho foreot. 

Q Were t hese soldiera that you 1re referring to -- thes e 

Americllll soldiera you Ire referring to -- prisoners of war? 
0 

A At that moment, no. 

0 Q Did you give any orders t o any American ooldiers who 

were s tanding or ,·i::ll.king in that vic~ity? 

A I moti oned to those soldiers with uw thwnb for them J
to go back and it 1s possible that I told them in :English, too, 

Q Did you see Dicfcnthal there at that time? 

A · Yes, vu, were in the same vehicle. 

Q What did he do? 

0 A According to m,y recollection Diefenthal moti~ed with 

his ho.ndo to tho hal! traclco behind them in ordor to mako them 0 
speed up, becauso tho many trucko which wero standing around horo 

represented quite an ~ttraction to our men. 

Q Ditl Y(!U soe Poetschke theroJ 

A No. 

Q Did Y:'u see Poetschke at any time bofore that? 

A I saw Poetschke a short time bo£ore tho road crossing 

whero I gavo him the ord.et' to send the radio message and I cannot 

state with certainty vtlether he was in my vicinity at the point, 

which we just mentioned. 

:._ . c, ' • Q 1.:, ~ol'r lo~g were you at t:hat po~f .~~~~-~ :~r .:t ti'e"l ~~us Roads? 
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A In my oetimate about two or three minutes. I renanber 

that Diefenthal Io driver asked for pennission to fill up tho oil. 

The reason that I had ~opped in the firot place wa.s as I didn't 

see any vehicle in fron~ of me any more and that I had the 

iJnpreneion that I wa3 the first vehicle and, since I kne-,r with 

certainty that we would meet resistance in Lignevllle, I had no 

desire to be the fi1•st one to enter Lignevllle sine e I rather not 

considered that t o be m,y misoion. I motioned to my rear 1:i.nd three 

hail tracks and the tank of First Lieutenant Fiticher, the Adjutant 

0 of the First Battalion, passed me by , They continued towards 

Lignevillo at great speed and. I o.ttachcd rnyo el.£ to their heels. 

Q In the vicinity of the llo.J..medy Cross Road~ did you see 

any prisoners of war shot'/ 

0 

A No . 

Q At thnt _time were there any Alne rican torcea nearby?• 

A Yea, I just rbcaived information t hat ~he Americnne 

v,ere withdra.Vfing from llalmedy in a westerly and southwesterly 

direction and i t wa.a clear to me that I was on one of their main0 
routeo of retreat.

0 
Q Did you secure the ·corner at the Unlmedy Crose Roads? 

A I, myself, did not do this but I am convinced that that 

was done by Poetschke because tactically that w.mt ,·dthout aaying. 

Q Was the Infantry oupposed to be .following you at that 

time? 

A At that time I was convinced that there would be one 

continuous convoy o.r mnrchina troops behind us ror 30 to 40 

kilometers. 

Q You heard the witness Asaenma.cher teatity in this 

Yes·. ' 



0 

0 

0 
0 

Q Did you hear him :my that Diefentho.l got out of his .SPl'I 

at the Cross Roado? 

A Yes.· 

Q Did you aee Diefenthnl do thut? 

A No, 

Q \'rnose vehicle were you 1n at tho timo you were at that 

point oouth of the Croas Hoo.de? 

A In D1efentho.l 1 a vohicle, 

Q \'las Diofenthal in the vehicle? 

A Yes. 

Q V/hat \"as he doing nt that time in addition to sie;na.ling 

his troops f~m the r ear? 

A Doth of us oriented ouraelveo briefly a.bout the locality 

noo.r Ligneville by means of n lamp. Ligneville ho.d another bridge 

o.nd theoe represented points of particular ,da11Ger' to us o.nd it was 

therefore necessary to prepare some by-passing routes in advance, 

Q \'las there a. possibility of an o.ir attack at that time? 

A Yea. 

Q \'fuat duties did Assenmacher have with Diefentha.l? 

A He vtas radio operator, 

Q And uhen the vehicle stopped, ~at did he do? 

A I personally can 1t testify as to that. From \ftat I henrcl 

from him here he got out, 

Q Ha.ve you heard hini t estify in this case tha.t you gnve him. 

pennia~ion to leave the tank for thr~e ·minutea to make loot? 

A Yeo , 

Q • ·Is that so? 

A It 1 s poasiblo that he asked me whether he could get out 

for a. minute. That is necessary for radio operators at t~es too, 
. . 

o.nd that I ijaVe him p'ermiaaion to do that at the time. ·, ' 

~-:· ., (\, ,>~:Q/ )~/,i?!'i!'now'actu";4' what °hodid? . 
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A I don 1t knovr; I donit remonber, I do re.:nember that 

a.bout 50 meters away from the place we were off tho road there 

were several American soldie,ro who played dead and that either 

Assenmacher or some othor solqier told these soldiers to get up . 

I also .remember that one or two of them were , dead and I ohould 

like to mention nt thii;; point that the concentrated fire of my 

spearhead which amounts to a tot_::i.l or 25 machine gun3 ~d 5 cannon~ 

mU:ot necessarily have cauoed a lot of casualities when fired at a 

range as close as 500 yurdo , 

Q What was Dioi'enthal wearing at that time? 

A A yellow fur jo.cltet, 

Q Did you oee anyone elso there wi~h a yello1·t fur jacket 

on? 

A I co.nnot eta.to with certainty. 

Q Where did you go then? 

A We drove into Ligneville at a great speed, 

Q Describe the situation at Lignevill.e? 

A Just upon entering tovm I suddenly" saw in front or me
O· 

the vehicle .or 'Lt, Fischer, That vehicle had been set afire, I . 

0 therefore stopped about 50 yard.a from that vehicle and recognized 

a Shennan about 80 meters to my right. He was just about to aim 

his cannon at my vehicle. I thereupon ordered the driver of 

Diefenthal 1s vehicle t? pull the vehicle back at once, which he 

did, whereupon we re.'Wlined at a protected corner of a house. 

Another half track which followed us paused us by and vras !mocked 

ollt at that moment. I, myself\ took a rocket-lavnctter and ran'f,into 

the house in order to attempt to knoclc out the Sheniian from the 

rear window but it was . lmocked out a.t that very moment by another 

tank. 

·Q • VJh,at ;1mo ~diq this happen? 

:A 
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Q \'Tan Die!'enthal thero at that timo? 

A I then ordered Dio.fcnthal to clean out the tmm l'lith 

hia Grenadier Troopn. 

0 

0 

0 
0 

./ 
·, 
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• 
Q, Did you oee Poatsohke there at that time? 

A Bo. 

Q, Do you know vhere ' he wae at that time? 

A 1 remnined there to that point cpprol.:ime.tel7 45 minutes 

aecording to Jcy" ·~eatimate. It wns Vi!ry unpleaaant ·there because we 

couldn1 t mon _1';-om the 1pot where we were .beC~us~ burnin& ammunition 

vae exploding all arou:c.d ua. In the meantime 1ome men who were burn­

ing bad been saved by ue nnd I aleo bnndoged tho Adjutant o"f the let 

lJattalion, Lieutenant Fincher, vho bad &uffered ~111vere bu.."'"?le on the 

:Caoa ll.ll.d handa. A£t.t1r about 46 ollnutes hlld elapaed Poetacbk:e arrived 

at that place on foot. 

Q, · Did he tell you where he had been? 

A. No. He mr.ely reprimended his AdJutant because he wae 

wounded, beccmse ho had no bueineu out front. At the aame tb.e 
'---.___;,' 

niefenthal. who cmae up to me and reported to me that the vahiole waa 

00mpletol7 under hill control. I vae a.lac informed that a high echelon 

American OP had been located in the hotel here vhioh according to the 

teetimony or the innkeeper or the raetaurant already bad been dieturbed 

at their dinner. A strong tank oollllll!l wae also a~poaed to be immed­

iately toward our front. 

Q Did ¥OU nn. a117 priloner1 ot war in Engeledorf? 

J. Yee, I aaw aeveral and I think that they remained behind 

with our wounded. 

Q, Did you see Qll)' .Americnn prisoner, of war ahot in Engeledorr? 

A No, 

G. Wen thcro &D1 other SS Troope bHidee your spearhead in 

Engehdort at that time? 

i 110• 

. • .Q, : . ~~-.~~.~~.~~:~.•~o,-_~t.*-j\f!~\. :,:',:..::,}...:·.: ...:,:.:\::.. :-- ..- ·::.~·. ~ ..... , 
•A/ ,: At·::1lat; t1!1l~·a-·9.~~ _1n: the o~a.-r/ o'r:march ·of the apoarhead 

rewit,d ·~d th~ ht Panz;r Oompa,w which had beencfurther '-"toward;. tho ' " " .. ~ .. 
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renr until then took over the spearhead and ..,e continued on 1n tho 

general direction of Stavelot. 

Q. When did you reach St~velot 1 

A In my eeti!IIB.te we reached Stave1,ot about tventy or twenty- ' 

one hundr1u! hours. 

Q, 'What happened then? 

A I had at once attempted to toke the town in one rspid 

attack. ~hat, howHor, ptioved impossible boca.uee all our Ini'antey 

~roop which were o.vnilP,ble wore not strong enough and becauee the 

te.nke had no cbant'e to come into notion along the street. The terrain 

0 vna extra ordinarily unfavorable, slopped down very mu.eh ~ova.rd• tho 

left, and a hair pin curve voe right outBide of town so that eveeyb?dy 

passing by thte curve was lmoclced out b;r aevernl American tanke and 

· tank deatroyere 'which wore, loco.tad behind road 'blocks nt the ed&e ot 

town. l{y' ow attaok1?1£ Infantry remained at that edge of town and 

auffered eavere oaaualtlee and had to dig ln. 

Q. What officers of the spearhead were with you at that time? 

A At that time the f'olloving were vlth me Poetechke, Captain 

Diofenthal, Captain trueeke, Caph.in Gruhle and an offloar from the0 
group of' Skorozeny met me there too. 

Q, Did ,J'OU enter the tow of Stavalot1 

A Tea, we took St~velot ln the mornine: of the next day, the 

18th thot l•. 

Q. Thnt 11 ,18 December 19441 

A Tee. 

~ Dld you 1ee 81J.7 c1v111e.ne in Stavelot? 

A When ve penetrated Stavelot too many c1v1liano shot at us 

from the window~ .~d ~peninga in · tha ~oots. Tho o~y S9'4 thut I wa1 

. 10oktfl& f'or'. vae· the bl'idgo near ~Troi, Ponti. I 'thore'r~re b3d no tble .~ '. •:.:~· .•· ..·,·..,{:· ~: ·..,: .. : ·. . . .. . . ·. . . 
to1spend o,n. tbo~e .O}.! fli&Ds ond I ~ontinue~~driving on although I knev 

l bat the rniatnnoe in this tow hnd not been doci&ively. broken.
' . 

http:c1v111e.ne
http:eeti!IIB.te
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Did you have o.ny wounded. with you? 

A I had quite a number wounded ;n Stavelot. 

What did you do with themf 

A I had an aid. station for w:mnded estnbUohed in Stavolot 

and hnd. 1t 111D.I'ked. 

Q. Did you have any oi'ficero wounded? 

A lat Lt. Kremet"r, CO of tho lot Com,i)any and l11t Lt Tomhardt. 

the ClommM.der of the 11th Panzer Gr. Co . we.re le!t behind there 

wounded. 

0 q_ Did 7ou converoe -with anybody about what . later bsppened. 

0 to Tomhardt and Kremoe1•? 

A Yea. 

Q. 1lhat was said and by whom? 

A I received already reports froia. Kreoe.l!r ond from Tomhardt 

and :from other meana whose names I cannot give at . th.e mom'!nt. There 

is one more whose name I can give, that 1a IJ!ech. Sgt ; Rendel. 

Q. \ii'bu.t did they report to you? 

A · Shortly after we left town some Belgia.n:·oiTiliane camo ond0 
severely miatreated. our wounded, poured hot water over uen in m.a.tcy'0 
cases and lhot into the wRJ.l vi th pi_atofe over the head o! the 

wounded oonatnntly. J.at Lt Kremaer woa wounded a second time· because 

of thia. Further lat Lt ltramaer rocetved one wom1d from a knife !rom 

o. civillan. lat Lt Tomhardt and several others ware able to eecapa 

from town secretly o.nd gain liberation. In the meantime "'iolent 

raai1tnnca had bean racpon'ld in town 00naiat1l1g of newly arrived 

American aoldiera and civili6n1. lilt~ the ~lp of o. few to.nl:a of 

mine which folloll'ad. behind acme ln:tP;D-tl7' we 11UCoeedad in the oo\Ulter 

_attack t~ ~at our . ~~~de~ .~ut_: ·, 

. '; .:::.~·,: ···ni~n·~here·a1ci 70u got •.. 

.A. '"~e drov; on towo.rda ~cl; Ponte from St;;elot at a ~eat 

speed. 
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0 
0 

Q. Did you see a bridge nt Troia Ponte? 

l• Yes, there io a re.ilroad bridBe there and a brid&e acroso 

the Saln. 

Q. ~Tera there aey Prh,nora of var ehot at Stavelot that you 

know of? 

A No. 

Q. Did you soe any prisoners of war in Troio Penta? 

A Yes. 

'! 1ibnt happened! 

A We ware standing belciw the railro~ bridt;e o.nd received 

rather severe Infantry fire from ~ho 'b!'id&o aorose tho rivor further 

down. At that time seven, ten or poaaibl~ twelve prisoners of war 

were broU&ht over to me. Ono of them told mo tho.t he belonged to an 

American :ingi:i.eor :Sn• . and that thoy were ordered to stop our advance 

by domolition. I, myaeli', sont Ohem. on back Without guarde particul.ar-­

ly for the reason that e. connected convo7 wae driving behind me, 

Q. Did ;you see von W~aterha&en at that time? 

A Tes, shortly o!ter we contlnul!d on our way after leaving 

Troia Pents von l'ie~ter~en arrived. 

Q. Did you have ney oonveraation w1th him? 

A Tea. 

Q. What waa 1aid? 

J. I aa'ked him what the aitUAtion in hie battalion vaa SJld 

about his Oaaualtiea. Among other tbinga ho· told me in tbio confer­

ence that a mix-,,up had happoned at Lignouvqle and. that a rather larce 

number ot prison8r1 ha.d been ahot tbftre. He did not know any detail• 

nor who had given the order to do that. 

"' What unit doee be oommnnd? 

l He was th~ -~~~er'. of .~ .12n'cf POJl!~r l3n., . the' beo.v-J !H8er 
Dot'acbmen~ 501. • ., -~·: ~~i::: (·\-1i!.:.,?:'."· .• ~ • 

~ l"' \las tbia the tirat time that 7ou have heard pt the incident 

be ·spoke ab)utf 

http:particul.ar
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A Yes. 

Q, Did he tell you that he bad hie infor~tion on reports 

from aome people? 

A Ro, be said he had paued by there. 

Q, Had ho talked to anybody about 1tt 

A Our conversation about lhie matter was not as coI11,Preheneive 

ac all that because the importm:Ce of technical problet10 would not 

permit that. Re did not speak about 8Jl7 detaila either. 

Q. Were there any attacks of tho 501 Heavy Group thro'18:h Troia 

0 Pants later onl 

0 A Yee. 

Q, Was there any artillery there? 

A Yes, about two batteries of the battalion assigned to me 

drove through Troia Ponte. 

Q, Was there any anti-aircraft there? 

A Tee, a whole 1l!riple A lln. 

Q, You spoke of a blovn up bridge. Did thnt impede 7our 

progress in anJ' way?0 
A Yes, 11Q" road of 88:tanoe from Troia Ponte on weot could not 

. t. I0 
be ~nto.ined and I had: to Und another croesia& somewhere. 

Q, What did you do then? 

A 1 decided to take tbe route by way ot Lo. Glehe to croDB 

the .Ambleve southwest of La Glehe in order to get back on to tho 

ma.in road in the aouthvest. 

Q, On what dnte was that? 

A That WRI oil the 18th. 

Q, Did you move to La Glehe? 

A Yea. 

Q. \fe~e there eny .b.eri cmi ·fol";c~S··~her: 1 . .. ' ". .. . ..:, .· ' ... / ;, ..·· .~ · 
• ........!., .e Bo, J,a Ole1.!e wasn't taken. : ·. ·. ·: 

0 

q Did yo~ paes through the. town? 



.A Yee. 

Q, Did you Deo any Belginn o1vil1.3ne . there at that ticiel 

A No; they were all, hiding in th~ oellare. 

Q. Did you aee any llelgian civlliane in on,. part of ihe city l 

A I don' t re.member any. 

Q. Then did you come to another brid&ef 

A Tee, we left La Oloize ill tho southwest dir~otion and came 

to the bridge across tho Ambleve, vhich 1 have mentioned. 

Q, \'lha.t hepperuid therol 

A We saw Eome persona rushing around tho bridge, and aince 

0 ve ~ to expect that thh brid&e too would be blown right in front 

of our noaea, the point stopped and opened Ure, 

Q. Who &ave the order to fire! 

A llobody' gave the order. 'rhat wae the natural reaction. 

Q. Do you know ,.~ they fired! 

A I have already eaid that 1t had to be expected that _thia 

bri_dga would be blown, 

Q, How :far aw~ from the bridge was the tan!: that fired?0 
A About 400 metare.0 
Q. How tB.?' away were you '«hen this tank firedt 

A About 460 meters. 

Q, Could tho people o.t the b1•ldge, or the tieraona at the 

bi-idge be reoognlZedl 

A It one had bad time to do tha.t,cortainly. lh1t in thh 

inatanoe 1t wo.1 a reaction whichtook aeconda onl7. 

Vhat · va• tho vhibilit7t 

lt was 10.tiofactoey. 

By what meane of traosportation did 7ou arrive at the b~i.d&a't 

J. . ~ ~ 1070~·- • .• : . • ;i • . _ . ' ( " 

Q. . • Whe'r~ did ~70u•next got .''· • · • · • ~ 

A On :~. otb; r aid." ot t;• bridge =7° col,;;. was attaoked by a 



h9avy Alller icap, air raid. 

Q. And then vbat happened? 

A The otreet on the othor side takes a sharp curve and goos 

up to Chemn1X and the tonk at the point vna blown to piecoa b;y a 

direct hit from a. bolilb right there. It was therefore net possible to 

pass by this tank for a while. We made detperate attempts to pull 

it back toward a the rear but nevertheless lost a.t least two and a haJ. t 

houra. I then ordered Dief'enthal to proceed at onoe in the some 

direction at a great speed to reach the main road and to prevent by 

0 all means the blowing of the next bridge which l1aa near Veucy. 

0 Q. While you wore in La Oleize did you see 8J17 prisonore of 

war! 
A llo . 
Q. You aey 1ou proceeded to Oboneux. About what date was that? 

A That was about 1600 hours. 

Q. On vb.at date? 

A On the 18 December 1944. 

Q. Did you paes through Oheneux? 

A Yes.0 
Q. Were . tberO any American forceo there?0 
A No, thero was no eneJey in Oheneu.x. 

Q. Upon what vehiole 'lfere you riding at tha\ time'I 

A At the bridge noar Obeneux I wae reached for the firat time 

b;y my command. group and I mounted a radio vehicle of thia group and 

I received a report of all, radio menages that had come ir. trom 1ltf 

communiontiona officer which, of course, had not reached me bei'ore 

then. 

~ Rave you heard Ooediuke ta teatimo~ in thia caae by way of 

a writton statement, Proae4ut1on•a exhibit P-921 page 1222 of the 

record~to the e'ft i o-t (~ ,1~:~a~~ . h1i. tr~~-~ the'· ~rd'Br 
1
~~ . -~h~O~ pri1~n- · 

I,;/•' i ::·,<:: \:'·;'·\'o·-··:' 0 
, • 

• • .,:~4 • ~: ~-. ~~• • ~.Z:· t ~e 18th Deoemb ~~ in·~ Glehef 

A Tea. 
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f llo."Te you beard Richter 1oy by a written otata..m.ent, Proe­

eout1on1 a exhibit 93, pege 1227 of the record, that on the afternoon 

of 18 December aomo ten or f'1fteen prisoners of var were killed in 

1'1•ont of a church in Lo. Glei:eJ 

J. Yea. 

1 Q. Have you heard Gebauer give evidence by we:, of a written 

atatamont, Prosecution's exhibit 94, page 1233 of the record, that 

they shot prhonera of vo.r betweon seven and aight o1clook p.m. on 

18 D!loember before the7 entered Cheneuxt 

A Yee. 

~ Did that happen! 

A I consider it impoaaible. 

Q. Wey 1o 1t impoasible1 

A :Seoauae there ver8n1t 8J11' .American aoldiera at all' at 

that time in those Tillages. 

Q. What heppunod next-I w1 thdrav the question. 

LT COL DlfimtLL: 'l'hh vill be a good place to stop. 

LAW MEMB3IB.1 That 1 8 fine. . 

PBESIDEN!t'1 There vill be a reoeu until 1630 houra. 

0 
0 

(Whereupon at 1600 hour, the Court took a recess.) 



-{Whereupon Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Tako seats. Court Trill come to 

order. 

PR0SECUTI0H: If the Court I>_lcase, let the record 

ahem that _all the members of the Cour~, all the members of 

the Prosecution, with the exception of Lieutenant Colonel 

Crawford ,nnd Captain Shumacker, who are absent on businCss 

or the Prosecution, and Captain Byrne, who has been excused 

0 by verbal orders or the Comm.anding General, all the members 

of the Defem:ie, all the defendants and the reporter are0 
present. 

DEFENSE COONSEL: Defense recalls the accused 

formor Colonel Joachim Peiper. 

JOAC!Inl PEIPER, one of the accused, resumed the stand 

and testified further through an interpreter as follOlfa: 

(\'ihareupon the questions, nnswers and other proceedings 

wore interpreted· to the German counsel and the accused.)0 
DITIECT EXA!lll!ATION (Continued)0 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COO!ISFL (LT. COL. ,JJ//INELL): 

Q You have testified that you have passed through 

the village of Cheneux. \7hat happened next? 

A · After darlmces .fell we again reached the main 
I • , ~ 

road which we had planned to continue on from Trois Fonts 

and just outside of Veuey another bridge was bl·arn before 

our noses. 

Q l'?18t did you then do? 

A I then ordered Captain DiefenthaJ. to sta:r::t tno 
•• . I • •', , • • • ' • ', 

. ' ·~~~_at .bti9s_e . '.r .eC~1~.B.9ance J!Btrols, -name1y, ",~c ~oi-;th . of 

-;· •;: i.~~--~ ~~~d.,~ t~; ··other orlq ~ou~h. · ~e pa;;o~ 
0 

s·~ ~h of the · 



by 1st Lieutenant Preuss -r,es trapped in ambush by American 

troops on the other side of the river and only the leader 

of the patrol himself came back 1n his car. 'l)ic capacity 

or tho bridge which he had used was not high enough for our 
heavy vehicles. I therefore had to decide to turn the whole 

colW!Ul around in order to proceed west on the road l.ocated 

further north near LaOleize and Stoumont, my plans being to 

re-cross the Ambleve Bridge west of Stoumont and thus finally 

being able to reach my main road again. I arrived in Lo.GleiZo 

for the second time about midnight. 

Q :niat date T1as that? 

A That was midnight between the 16th or 19th of 

December 144. 

A r~ immediately proc~eded to recoru,ioite; ~toumont. 

Tho results of the rccon.,a.issance lfOre tha.t <hea:yyenCIIIY" con­

0 centrations wore in Stoumont. Upon that I planned and prepared 

0 an attack on the tOTtn or Stoumont the early morning hours or 

tho 19th, 

Q Did you attack Stoumont? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you take the village? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see any American prisoners 

A Yes. 

Q About h01T many'/ 

_there? 

A Contrary •to _m:, ,i'~~t.•~lan I ~e pot .a~ie to a~ttack 

~__s:,~ont·at dalfn:be~s~ t~~e ~ -,~~.~:~.a~ ~~f_(-/~ -:attack, 

begari ·~t~nine o1elock. The terr~- was ; ery uni'avorabie. I 



• 

was hardly able to make use of my tanks. Tho enemy had 

dominating positionsJ a large number or anti-tonk guns and 

tanks also. The attack itself was studded with severe 

crises and in one of those crises tho tanks of the Battalion 

Pootschke attacking on the right flank proceeded to my back 

so I gave Pootschke tho order to take a hand in: there at once. 

Poetschke himself left his tank, took ahold of a rocket launcher, 

went over to every tank and threatened every commander to shoot 

0 
him do-,m at once ii' he would go back one more i:ieter: In that 

0 manner the backrrard movement on thio '11.ank mis stopped, ,,hile 

at the same time I myself organized everything that Tlas lying 

in the ditch,' including the Company Rumpf, r or an attack on 

the t?1'"1 which m!de the decision. About thirty prisoners of 

war were brought back from the main one.my line of defense 

,,hich continued around the edge o.r tmm. Upon that I cave the 

order to send them on to LaOleize at once. 

0 Q You heard the statement given in evidence by 

0 ldotzheim, written statement Prosecution ~hibit P-67 read in 

evidence on page 864 or the Record? 

A Yes• 

Q I will read i'rom the s.tatement: (Reading) 

On the morning or December 19, 1944, o. few 
hundred meters before Stoumont, after my vehicle · 
hnd been knocked out, I was stopped by Obersturm­
bann!'uehrer PE~ who was standing m.th Hauptsturm­
i\tehrer .DIEFEHTHAL near an SPl'/. Hauptschnr!'uehrer 
THIELE was also rdth his SPi'{ in the :l.mmediaie 
vicinity. Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER questioned me 
about the outcome or tho attack. During this time a 
group or 50 to 80 American prisoners or war passed by 
and the German auard asked Obersturmbannfuehr"er ·PEIPER 
what should be done l'ri.th ' the prisoners. Obel'at\U'i!I- ·. 

'. baruif'.ue~er PEIPER ariswereci, 1First of ,ali,·"tnlce .them 
to ·LA OLEIZE, then we'll ae'e:\ i'urther.1 . ; ,· ... , .. .. .. .. .(" 

Did all that happen? 



A In the main all that happened, yes. 

Q What p11rt of that did not happen? •I 

A I ordered llotzheim, who had been Jmocked out there, 

to immediately proceed to attack as infantry since all that 

happened at a mom~nt which I have previously described as a 

crisis. T'ne number of prisoners I myself do not estimate as 

being high. 

Q I 'IYill r oad further from the statement of t!otzheim. 

0 (Reading), 

0 11When I told Oborsturmbann!'uehrer PBII'ER that I had 
been knocked out, he gave me the order to fight with nlY' 
crew as Ini'antry. Horrover, a little later on the oamo 
morning I received the order to drive to LA GLEIZF. with 
three K.Yf.K. 1s which needed repait. I arrived in LA 
OLEIZE botm:icn 10 and 11 o• clock or the oame morning, 
when I met PEIPER, who was .standing With Sturmbann­
i'uehrer 1QJIT'IEL, Kommandeur of the A.A. (Translatoris 
note: CO of Reconnaissance Batto.lion} and Sturmbanni"uehrer· 
POE'lSCHKE, Kommandcur of the 1st Panzer Abteilung (Trnns­
lator1s notes The First Tank Battalion). PEIPER called me 
over and asked what I \Tas do~g in LA GLEIZE, since I had 
received -the order i'rom him to fight as ini'antry• Juat aa 
I was standing there, Sturmbanni'uehrer POE7SCHKE said to 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER: 

'Obersturmbanni'uehrer, here are two more prisoners0 or war.• 

PEIPER answered in an indilterent and disdaini'ul maJ?,ner, 

1A,s u:sual.. 1 

0 

Did that happen? 

A No. 

Q What did happen? 

A It is rather unusual for a high ranking ofi'icer 

to· personally bother with prisoners of war and it is even more 

unusual. ror a major to come ui> to me with two prisoners or war 

and ask me what 1a to be done. with them. ,' ..~ ~prds , qu'oied -~re ' 

·, . ~re ,~~ : o~-:.::, t:~:~~~!.; ~~)~~:-~~ ;~~~: i~f·." .I was 

(Peiper-Direct) 
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in LaGleize at about 12:30 ;rl.th Poetsohke and Knittel since 

at the timo mentioned here I was definitoly st,1:ll occupied . 

vdth the .ittack on Stownont. 

Q I lTil.l read ~he next paragraph of the same state-

ment, (Reading): 

11Fr~ Obersturmbnnni'uehrer PEIPER.ts answer, I 
concluded that both prisoners of war rrould be bumped 
off. TJ,.e reason I thought so at that time was because 
my company commander had told me thnt we \TOUld not talce 
any prisoncirs of war, I myself had shot an American, and 
I had seen a groat number of dead American soldiers lying 
in the field before ENGELSDORF. Aa I was standing at 
this spot, I overheard Oberstunnbannf.'uehrer PEIPER and 
Sturmbannf'uehrer KNIT'.IEL cliscussine an assignment or a 
mission which KJJITTEL had received from PEIY.C.R, but I did 
not understand the exact details of the rnission. 11 

Did .thnt happen? 

A As far as the conclusion of Sergeant Uotzhcd.m con-

corning the treatment or prisoners of war ia concerned· I C8:JlllOt 

state anything. As to the conference with Knittel, that happened 

at LaGleize at about 12 :JO. 

Q What \TD.a that conference about? 

A Kni~tel reported at this time that only about two-

thirds of the battalion had arrived in LaGleize and that the 

rest or it was lost so:nawhere ta.mrds the rear because thl!I 

enemy had completely taken Stavelot again and that his vehicle 

oituation would not continUe in a westerly direction any longe~. 

I then ordered him to turn around at once, to clean up Stavelot 

and to ascertain whether our main route of supply which .went 

through Stavelot would be secure. Knittel asked me to JiLa.'<e 

some tanks available to him for this undertaking but I could 

not do that and I had to send him away rather annoyedly at 

the; ii.me b·ec·O.Us~· .that was· n·of;;a·,Very ri;l.C'e':mission ·ror ·him~ : : 
• .··:..····.v..t~,:r_://··; · '. ·· : :.::· ·.:·· ·- ·· .... '! ·\·..:;:\.;: - - • 

At that.-:tiJJte ;i Q_ci:•commander' of tho 2nd Bat~iori ~o!. the Pan11er 

http:b�ec�O.Us
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Grenadier Regiment reported to me. C~ptain Schnelle, lTho had · 

ju.st passed throuBh Stavelot made reiports about the situation 

there to me and put his battalion under me. 

Q Did you tako the .tmm of Stoumont? 

A Yea. 

Q About what time? 

A Stoumont was taken at ll o'clock on the 19th of 

December. 

0 Q Have you heard the statement of Werner in evidence 

0 in this case, written statement Prosecution Exhibit 103 which 

71'as r ead in evidence on page 1348? 

A Yes. 

Q Wh0rein he says that on tho morning or the 19th at 

aoven A.U. his tank entered Stou.mont and that prisoners of war 

were shot at that time? Did that happen? 

A No. 

0 Q Vlhat did happen? 

A At that time it was barely dami :it sov..,n o 1c1ook.0 
I already des·cribod thnt after dawn a heavy fog prevented mo 

!ran attacking and that I did not start to jump off on the 

attack before nine o1clock and it is there.fore impossible that 

our ~ troops shot Americnn prisoners o.r war in stoumont at 

seven oI clock. 

Q Did yai. pass j;hrough the ma.in road o.r the Village 

o.r Stoumont? 

. A Yes• 

Q. 1:8-vo y~1 heard ~he statement in evidence of Sz;yperaki 

1n this . ca~e ProaeCuu~n :Exhibit .:..:, ~on page 1339 of the Record -' " ·· ·: • .-.. .. . . . . . . 
A y~; : • ·,:.. ·•... 



• 

Q - wherein he says that his tank entered 

Stoumont between 7 and 8 A.U. on the 19th of D0 cember 

m1d that prisoners of war were shot ·at thnt time. l Di~ thD.t 

happen? 

A For the reasons previously stated it couldn1t 

happen either. 

Q You have heard the written statement of 

11ikolaschek, written statement Prosecution F.,;_hibit P-100
0 

and on page 1311 of tho Record --
() 

A Yes. 

Q - wherein ho says that his tank entered Stoumont 

bctweon 7 and 8 A.JJ.. on the 19th of December and that 

prisoners o.rwar wore shot at that time? Did that happen? 

A That too could not hD.vc happened for the reo.sons 

given previously. 

Q You hnvo bear d tho ·statement of Ritzer, written 
0 

statement Prosecution Exhibit P-99 on page 1305 or the Record -

0 A Yes • . 

Q - wherein he· t eatii'icd to the s a.me things thnt 

have just been said by Szypcrski and lJikolaschek? 

A Y0 s. 

Q Did that happen? . 

A 'lb.o .DQJM tlwlg applies to thie testimony. 

Q You hnve heard ~he witness Landfried testify in 

thin case? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you hear hill! testify that ~n the 19th ~r 

Decembor y~ we;e ~ S~~ont around noon, that he saw you 

• near a h~e and that ti1e n6cused:- Hlllim· s t ood in !rant ot 



y~, apparently in conversation with you, and thnt Hillig 

-thore~tcr took a prisoner of vrar in tho field an~ shot 

him? l'hat testimony is on Jll&e 1364 of tho Rocord. You 

henrd that testimony? 

A Yes. 
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6/21/46 Q Have you heard the testimony of the vdtness Ebeling to 
sh-1 
4:00 the same effect? It •a on page 1367 or the record. 

A Yes. 

Q Have you heard. the accused Hilllgts statement read in 

evidence in this case -- Prosecution 1s Exhibit 105, on page 1375 

of the record -- wherein he said that he received. orders from you 

in stoumont, as testified to by Landfried. and. Ebeling, and_ that 

Hilllg shot a prisoner of war? Did that happen? 

A No. 

Q Exactly >hat did happen?0 
A After the first prisoners were brought back from the eneia;y-.0 

line of resistance -- as I have mentioned - and my attacking 

infantry had disappeared in the to\\ll, I, myself, drove into town 

promptly with a jeep. Since violent firing ·was still going on, on 

that front, t stopped at the first house on the lerthand side. An 

American anti-tank gun was standing next to that )louse, as was a 

knocked out and burning panther, so I assumed that the clearing of 

the tonn would take awhile yet. I planned to establish ~ imseage0 
center in this hous_e at first. some of the officers of ~ et.arr, 

0 
8.s well a:J Poetechke, i{eetorhagen and Neuske arrived at my place, 

as did my r.ommtm.ioations officer._ At that time I saw an A!Mrican 

me~c standing at the house, leaning against the door. Since 

there were some American wounded and dead still lying around the 

area, and since the. vicinit; did not appear to be very secure, I 

motioned the medic to come over and asked him a few questione, 

the subject or ,which was whether there ware any more . Americans in 

the house or in the houses in the vicinity. That was not an 

interrogation but a measure or security. A rather large nwcher 

of civilians flooded out of the houses at the s~ time. They 

, were gesturing wildly and' -approaching me• • . I gathered· from the 

confueian of voices that tbey wanted to, go back into the toll'l'l in 



,, 
.. 

order to milk their cows. I chased them back and made myself 

understood to them that that certainly l'lll.a somewhat too early now. 

And I ordered my adjutant to· ace to it that after the combat situa­

tion had ebbed dom somewhat that all civilians would be taken to 

the church. At the same time I ordered that the medic would be 

taken to the aid station, since we could use him, and I then went 

to an American anti-aircraft position which was quite near the 

house in order ' to determine whether these weapons were still of use. 

A severe artillery barrage started, \'alen I returned, whic~ forced me 

to t~e cover. In that case that meant that I jumped into the house, 

0 
from the rear, but since the hits were vary close I got out again, 

0 lay by the window on the other aide. I met. my adjutant and aom, 

n:en there who were taking cover_there, and I ordered my adjutant to 

establish a C.P. at a distance from that point, since the artillery 

. was zero 1d in too well at that point. Then, together with Uajor 

Poetschke I got into his jeep and drove through stoumont, mt Capt. 

01.efenthal on the western edge or tovm and ordered him to follow 

the escaping enemy at once and to see to it that all the vehcl8s 

0 would n'1- stop under any conditions but rather increase their speed. 

Q The accused Sprenger gave evidence in this caoe by way or0 
a written stateme,nt. Dl.d you hear that statement read i.."l evidence? 

A Yea. 

Q That statement is Prooecut.ion Exhibit No. 44, on page 681 

or the record, wherein he says that Siegers - the accused Sievers -

killed the prisondrs or vrar at $Dumont. Do you knoYI an)"thing about 

that? 

A No, I don't know anything about that. 

What did you next. do? . Q 

r ··then !olloMJd the ~ttacking point wit~ P~techke, and 

met . them again at about the railroad station o"r. stoumont. The 

stOumont railroad station ~s located saveral kilomaters ~~ ~t or the 

.A 



0 
0 

tovin proper. There. I Sot out o~ ·the vehicle and walked to the 

first tank. ·That tank was standing right behind a sharp right- ' 

hand turn 11hich 11'8.s under ~evere ~rican anti-tank tire. On the 

right, that is, on the North end of the woods, more enemy infantry 

was located and a lot of firing was done. There I met O:l.ei'onthal 

and 3=,st Lt. Christ, the Commander of the 2nd Panzer Company, in 

tho ditch and we had a short conference about the situation, With 

a map. By that ti..w) it had become quite definite that duo to our 

fuel situation lie would no longer ba able to attack further. I 

therefore had to abandon my intention to capture the next bridge, 

and therefore ordered to hold the position which we had achieved 

until further notice. 

Q Did you return to Stowneint? 

A Yeo. I then returned "ith Poetschke and stayed in my 

C.P. for a very short time. 

Q About what time was that? 

A That was about 12:00 o•clock. The C.P. had in the ~an-

tin:e been established ~y 1n;y adjutant in the big castle located 

between stoumont and LaGleize. 

Q Was that on ~he 19th or December? 

A Yes. · 

Q At any time on the 19th ot Deccmbei- woro prisoners or 

war shot. in stoumont.? 

A I never heard anything or it, and in stownont itself I 

saw hardly one dead Almrican. 

Q You say you went to your Comuand Poat located b'etween 

stoumont and I,aGleize1 What did you do next? 

A · I ordered the c.P. to b'e taken out 'o~ the castle and to 

be removed to a small house, located direcily on th~ road ~oumont' 

•to LaGleize, since woundo<! wera_ ali;e~dy· :i._ying in the castle and 

(Peiper - Direct) 



since I had no intention to establish my c.p. under the !lag or tho 

Red Croes. Then I continuod to drive on to La.Gloize with llD.jor 

Poetschke, ai'tor ascertaining whether any radio message had come in. 

Q At tha:l; time did you mset the Commanding Officer or the 

2nd Battalion in tho 2nd Rogimont? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that the Gapt. SchnellB you referred to before? 

A Yes. 

Q Then what happened? 

A I returned to my c.P. and worked out some plane or defense0 
of stoumont, I,aGleize and Cheneux. In courso of that, I put Major

0 
Poetechke 1n charge or.stoumont, Lt. Col. Westerhagen in charge of 

LaGl6ize, and temporarily )la.jar Wolff or the ant~-aircrai't battalion 

in Cheneux. 

Q What was the aituaticn in stavolot at that time? 

A . I had not received any message that made sense from Stavelot 

at that ~ilm, but. was Or the opinion that troops which were following 

us should not have any ·tro~le to b~ak that resistance, particularly
0 

since a panther of the let ea~tali'?I1 arrived in the course or tho 

0 attornoon, ~ch lClS manriod Only by- a drivor, because· tho whole ~rov1 

had becOJDIS casualties. Thie man also reported about the conditicno 

in stavelot to me. He said that he had gotten out several tin:eie, ha~ 

fought hie way through with a machine piotol, but otherwise it was 

still poesibl~ to gOt throU8;h• 

Q Nov,, what happenad. ~ tho next; day, the 20th of DeceUlber?. 

A en ·the 20th, the condition~ became muoh mora strained; I 

!'-as out or communications with the Divioion, the supply line had not 

been clearad eithe:.• necor;nueanco patrols which uere sent out in 

the dire.ction· oi'stavolot returned without performing their task.. . . 
FUrthermore, recOnnaieance patrols ot mine, could n~ice enemy, 

I . 
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concentrations North of LaGleize. In the afternoon, heavy attaCke 

from the west were made in stotl/llOnt, Cheneux was attacked 1'rom the 

southwest,~and aboui 45 enemy tanks passed by. us going east townrde 

Stavelot. Through Intelligence and questions ot prisoners of war 

I could ascertain that I was surrounded by the 36th Infantry 

Division, the 3rd Army Division and the S2nd Airbome Division. 

Tho conditions in stoumont wore particularly difficult, because it 

was no longer possible to right back the enemy ,mich had broken 

through, and the enemy was in control of the western part of the 

to,m from then on. 

Q Did you give up the town of stoumont? 

A In the night from the 20th to the 21st, I mado a counter-

attack in stownont, when I regained us the positions we ha.d lost. 

In the cause of this, two officers and I believe thirty-five men 

were captured in a castle-like building 1n the western pa.rt of 

stoumont. Combat 1n 'this house was particularly severe. Fights 

took place for every individual room, and the tanks on the outside 

had to ~hoot d0\'111 the individual rooms which were pointed out to 

t_hem by the Infantry inside. 

Q Did you eee ca.pt. Sievers there at that time? 

A Yee. 

Q Vlhat 1188 he doing? 

. A I forgot to mention that in the a1'temoon of the 2oth 

I ~ -s ir. the _c.P. or Sievers, in stoUDJfnt, one m:,re time -vdth 

Poetschko. His C, P , was thut building which I junt 1rentioned, 

wtd in the cellar or that house I visited a larg':' n~er or 

civilians - there lW!re eevaral. ~uns and over a hundred children 

the~ -- and I calmed them down. I gave Sievers some ·particular 

inetructione co."lcerning the defense • . 
. . 

Q D1d ' ycu ·go tq LaGleize after that? . 

(Peiper - lli;"ct), 
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_A Do you rman me, personally, or ·my troops? 

Q Both you and your troops. 

A I, myself, ns I said previouoly, ho.d my C.P. about hali' 

way betweon stownont ~d LaGleize, and since the position had becom, 

much moro serious on the 2la~, I considered giving up stownont. In 

the early afternoon of the 21st, an American major was brought to my 

c.~. Simultaneously, the road about one hmdred yards away had been 

cut by American troops. Treee. had been demolished there -- there ware 

nd.nea hidden in betv.-eon them -- and the dW1.ger of Stoumont beine cut 

off beca.roo obvious. I saw clearly that the enemy hud now perceived
0 

my undefended northern i'lank, which had been repreoentod by tho big

0 forest between LaGleize an~ Stownont, and I had to expect that 

stronger Alnarican forces would follow through these troops which had 

cut the road. Thie place, whero the place was cut, was eliminated 

again with all available masaengera, liaison officors and later pa.rt. 

of Prouoo_1 Company. At tho ea.me tine I made plans for evacuation of 

my~ aid station, which was located in the castle. All slightly 

wounded persona were taken ~o ·La.Gleize, and about r~rty more severely 

0 woW1ded, who .were no longer able to be transported, a.a well as some 15 

A iooricane and some medics were lert behind there. Since I was faced 

with the poSaibility of being surrounded eimultaneou.aly in stownont, 

La.Gleize and Cheneux, I decided to withdraw to La.Gleize ld.th all my 

troops, while, however, still attempting to keep control of the 

_bridge south-wast of I;iGleize, since I had not yet g1wn up hopes of 

troops following ua from behind. At dusk or the 21st of December 

. 1944, tho units w.l.thdrew ·frorn stoumont to taGleize. A seYere crisis 

which had developed in Cheneux too was cle~red up by the personal 

action of ~pt. Diefenthal. At that occasion a Belgian civilian 
. ) 

had beaten 1n the .head or one or my imn with an axe, thereby yellings 

(Peiper! Direct) • 
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Q You spoke about; an Aloor:l.can l!ajor brOIJ8ht to you. Do 

you know what his name was? 

A Major McGown. 

Q Ia that the aame Lt. Col. McGown who testified hero in 

court yeaterda.y? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you make him your prisoner? 

A Not I, personaJ.ly. 

Q Did your unit nake him a prisoner? 

A Yea, he wna captured by members or Diefenthal1a Battalion. 

Q When he was first brought to you, did you int~rrogate him? 

A I put one or two questions to him, since I was pretty much 

in a hurry because there Yraa eevero tiring about one hundred m,tera 

away .from me on t 'hat road block and I had to count on Americana 

looking into my apartlll!lnt any minute. I thei-erore orde~d McGovm 

to be taken to La.Gleize at once, and then participated in the counter­

attack on the road block. 

Q Where did you put YcOown., Lt. Col. UcGown in LaGleiz~? 

A i personally had nothing to d.o in this matter at first, 

but rather had him called over to me the first time when I had somei 

ti.mi, at my disposal. I ~d issued an order that he, together with , 

the other officers were to be separated from ~he men and bci put in 

a oepnrata cell. 

Q Did you have any conversations with him at LaGleize at 

that ti.JM concerning prisa1ers of war? 

A Yes. 

Q V,'hat wa• aaid? 

. A UCG<>ffll was very much interested inthe question .how lfO 

wou.'.¼d treat PiV's. I could re~asure him on that and I told him that 

I ~s nonQcnghi.s Khan11 J and that turthennore that• went without sar­

ing with us. 

http:wou.'.�d
http:personaJ.ly
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ah-8 Q What else was said? 

A I tnlked with llCOOYin for a very long tin:o about dii'ferent 

subjects, and both of us wore very glad to !ind out that front­

line soldiers always spoke the same language. 

0 
c, l. 

(Peiper - Direct) 
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ci How many oonveraationa on the aubjeot or prisonere or .or 

did you hava with hilll? 

A I oan~t aay this for eure, but I think that the aubjaot 

-.a irontioned two\ or three timta. 

Q Did you make any arrangemimts with Col. l'cCo-.c cono&rning 

exchange of prieonora of war and wo_unded? 

A Yoo. 

Q ilhe.t ,•.as th.at arrangon:ent? 

A I might porhopa be permitted to Hk aoroothing hero which 

belonr;e here. Our poeiticn in LaOleir.o had boooma very difficult. 

Tho to~ itaei'r oonsieta of e. few houoea only. It is surrounded 

by mouotaina and orrara ~ry exoollent artilbry obaarva.tion points 

'h the enemy. Furth!lrtTX>ro, to tho north and wut the i'oreet 111 

vary oloae to the tom and tharof'ore offers vary goo'd l:1noa of approach to 

infantry. In view of the great enemy artillery superiority, 1~ no 

only a ntter of days tluit tho 11'hole. town 110uld bo shot to rubble. 

It no hardly poi;aibla to move in the streets. All aquaroe or th, 

street& or the to,m. "8re under dire0t ma0hine gun and tank deotroyor 

firi, • Cormeotad "1th that was 8 very great inort>Q89 1n o\ll" ON1 

oaaualty rate. The tow hardly had my cellars. The few 0ellars 

,vhiah ?iere available ,.,-ere uaed for tho prieonera end ,,cnmded ex-
to .., 

oluaively, and the priamara represented a terrific burdeEfat that 

tilffl, but it happansd 00:natantly that the guard111 ...ho were standing 

outside the 0ellar111 1n "hi0h tho prisoners -,.ere kept, ran B'\li8Y dur­

ing tho artilbry fire. in the evening of tho 21st, llhile inspoot­

ing tho Um.ii• ot oombat. I H'ff • numbar of A~rioana--I think there 

about eight-lymg on tho edge of town, shot. I .,..,sn't !'ble to 

nko any investigaticn .•1n0e it •s duk and fi~ing was ·go1ng on 

very lively. I oontinuod on my ,ray to the C,P. or l'.ajor Poetaohke 

and I Hlced him .ther he knew anything about tboae ~rioan reoldiera 
., . : . . 

I hfd aoan out tkara • •And ha Hidr Yea, • they had been aho11 in oourH 
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of an enemy atteq,t to escape during tho arwrnoon, in tm afternoon 

1 or the 22nd. In tho af'ternoon, in the noon or the 22nd, tho ene~ 

ho.d attacked with very strong infantry•-vory strong tank oonoontra­

tionu f'rom the 1V8&t-f'rom the ea.at--and infantry oonaentre.tiona from 

the west. They had p,notratsd the oute~1r.0et houaea. TM whole tot\tt 

wae 'filled 1Jith fog and tha impression one had •a that the . in tan try 

mm were :1n front or our doors. I myself' jumped out of my cellar 

-with a uaohino pistol "While my adjutant began burnin& tho aaoret ir.at­

ter. f At thnt ~oaoion I saw tho whole toni !'ull of bro?n I'igurea 

but could not decide ,.bother those WJro the attackers or the eaoap-

0 ing prisoners. In oonnootion with this attack P0otoohk.o related the 

0 incident just mentioned. Until that tim I had the intention or 

defunding the tom tm.til the bot man, ~von it no aid 'WOUld come. 

About noon o~ the 23d I :received a mangled radio m,uage i'rom divis­

ion f'rom which I gathered that the oornbat group whioh had bean sent to 

JDY. relief -.s not moving forward any lrl)ro and that, furthermore ,hi'ghar 

headquartere had the l'fieh that I return. I thereupon made the prepar­

ations tar a .break. I called l'oCol'll over in order - to talk over tm 

matter ot pr iacnera and oaaualtiu. And made a· l'lr'ittnn agroemont0 
with him on those aubjeote,0 

Q lihat wi,re the proviaiona of tho agreeuentt 

A I eatabliah~d there that I l'IOUld leave all American pris 00 

onez:a behind with the exception of IJe,jor lloCown. Be •a to aooom00 

pany me during the break and the following days I would approach the 

.ADarioan lines ogo.in with him and at that time tho Atterioana -,,ore 

to ho.nd over ·my 11'0\mded msn,11hom I was leaving -behir.:d, to uv,. At 

tM end of' tbia aotian ilbCo• wae to be sent back to hie o~ mite 

again• A captain ot an anti-tank company who had -~lao been oap.. 

tured was ~ give this 1'1l"itten a!S1'eennt to the American troops wbbld 

had .been arriv.:!ng the next day. Ho y;aa also EUt in charge of the . .-
prisoners who were ren::a:Sning behind. ' I, · ~elf, ' lef't i doctor be-

hind with the 'IIO\mded. 
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Q \\l1nt was hie name? 

A That 1'1as th~ 2nd Lt_. Dr• Dit'bnann. 

Q In o.ocordanoe 1'l'ith :t,he agreen:ent you havfl just mentionod, 

did you relu,se the American prisoners or war? 

A Yea. 

Q 'nhen? 

A We broke out or LaOleize at about 1100 a. m. the 24th 

D8 oembor 1946--1 944--and on that oooaoion we left the ,.,ounded ae 

well as the prisoners behind. And "the American captain l'l'9.B appoint­

ed tol'tl oomttnnd&r by ?lll!I. 

Q Did you go to \'imne? 

A Yes, I got to Wa1me later on. 

Q About what time e.lid what day? 

A I got to Wanne at about three o'clock in the morning, on 

tho 25th. 

Q V.hat v:ae your phyaioal condition at ihat titm? 

A I mysalr Yi'QB slightly y,ounded. I had a violent heart ~ t-

taok and "was taken down there unoonsoious. 

Q When and where y;3re you wounded? 

A Yihile breaking through the American main i1ne of resist-

enoe liliioh waa precisely -~t of the Salm. 

Q Dur1ng a;i.l these days previousJ.y mentioned, had you been 

without sleep? 

A I did not aleap tor nine de.ya during the ottenaive. 

Q Do you remetrber anything that took plaoa in Wanm,T 

A I.n v.mne I met••I fo\Uld an •id a~tion or my rogimnt 

llhioh he.d been aatabliahed by my ragilMntal aurgeon, ~Dr· Siokel. 

I · MB bandaged, there and alapt !'or a. ahort whila. 

Q \\Mt ~id you do, no~ 

A Tho next tn0rning, that ia the ~rning or the 26tli 0£ De-. . 
• ~ent1='8.r •. ,I ..•• ordered t9 my dj,vi~ion C,P. 
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Q Vihat happl'11ed trere? 

A I had to raport the--report ,.,hot had happenod in tho oper-

ation whioh had been oonoludod, to nry divi'1on commander in presence 

or tho oon:rnanding general, General Priesa. 

Q Where -.e tho ·n1viei011 Command Poet at tht t tim,t 

A The Divie 1onal Comnand Poet wH in a little oaatlo about 

tali kilomtera w,ut of l~'anne---east or Wanna. 

Q How lonf; ..,ere you at 'tho Divis ion Cotmr8D.d Poat? 

A Until noon• 

Q And arter you rooe ived your ' ordna there, Ylhat happimad? 

·O A I drove to Blanche Fontaine trorn thero · and aatabliah&d a 

0 oomnnnd post in tho ohateau Petit Thier. 

Q . On l'lhnt date 't 

A On D,oetnbar 26. 

Q l'lhilo you ,ere in tho ohateau Petit Thier on the 26th or 

Iboomber, was an Amerioan prisoner brougilt to you at ihat tiire't 

A Not on the 2tjth of' D8oemt>er, but later. 

Q On what data·, 

A I oan 't say with o~rtainty, b~t it might nave been early !n 

· Janmry1 the fourth or fitth of January. 

0 
0 

Q Do you remember what hie phydonl condition .,,e,e 1'hen he 

was brought to yout 

Q l\hat 11'&8 "that oond1tion? 

A Th~ man ,-s halt dead. He had HTere third degree--1'18.11 

frozen severely, third degna. ltae complete l y ezbaue"tad end atarY!d• 

' Q. Did you interrogate him, 

A Yes. 

Q l\'hat happenedt' 

A. ·• - The l'l; llm we.a brought' :In to ire I this b"eing-done by ho mim. n 
( . . .~ . . ~ . ' ; :.., .. 

• ,.ho ,,are • auppor"ting· h~_to hia l e~ and right. In my ~pinion, thero . h, 

0 

http:degree--1'18.11
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,w,a a third rMn in ttut room. I thon had n oha 1r put under him 

aino11 he oould not stand up rmd asked him a 1."ow queationa. 

Q Then ,.hat happened? 

A Then I offered him a ~igarotte and a oup of coffee, but 

tM 1111n was in no condition to either runoke or drink. I heard--I 

estabiishe~ from him that he had been hiding in tho woode near 

here for two w:,eks and that he had there bean a first gun on a machine 

gUD.. I asked him whgro the mohine guo_ was, but the man wae baro ly 

!l.ble to talk, it Villa mre like bark ing than lilco talking what oanB 

out or him. I then asked my regim,ntal surgeon 'Who was preaont what 

"° l'l'OUld do with the poor re llow, whether ..e ehould put hitn in the 

hospi ta.l, which was located 1n ths ea.rm houae. ~ reginDntal eur­

gaon, by a--oa.at a briar glanoa at his hnnda whioh -,re wotmdsd--

!'Ull of wounds, and shook his hu.d and said, 11 Thare is not nJJ.oh aenso 

in that any 11'0rBJ there is not muoh purpose 1.n that any more." 

Q Then flt happened't 

A I oan't quote the 110rda with oertainty any moro but I 

think that It -.a like this• that my surgeon determ:inod that tho man 

1'0Uld not be able to stand being m:ived to t~e hospital. That, how­

ever, llOUld have been neoeaaary, since aa:putation was apparently 

neoeaaary. Therefore he said he woUld put him in the aid atation 

at tirat • I thereupon ordered him to take the nn out and to aee 

to th!!i reat ot it. Artenie.rda I still talkod to ;my ottioera who •ro 

proaont, whioh were my adjutant and Major Poetaohko, about th-, extZ'a­

ordinary ettort and energy ot that manJand tho atmoaphore pervading 

the ,.bole room was one or pity. 

Vlns th!!i aooused Gruhle preaent at that tim,T 

Yes• 

Did youhavo any oon~raation with J:11.m about the priSoner? 

· Hot ~to . my- kn_o"~~edge • 

i''8a t _!ie aoowied Wichmann tlioreT 

http:a--oa.at
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A I didn't SGS him and I don't remember him. 

Q Did you order _tM t prisoner of •r shot'l 

A No. 

Q. How you heard tho toatimony in thb oaae oonoerning the 

acnueed Kuehn nt Lutre Bois on the 3let of D!toemberY 

A Yea/ 

Q At the tirre or the in?ident t<latitied o.bout, was Kuelm. on 

ot'fioer, or 'l'/88 ne an on11sted rr~n'r 

A I rexooved Lt. Kuehn from his offioia.1 position on about 

tho 21st of D,oember for oo1'18rdiae bsi"Ore trui enemy, sinoo he had 

loft hie platoon in a position of crisis in Stoumont. 

Q On tht!t 31st of December what rank did ho holdt 

A H8 personally had his 0\\11 rank yet, alnos I 'WOB not in tho 

position to demitt him, but he waa aarving a~ an enliated man in hie 

tmit. 

Q · Do you retl_lltmber the v-ittan atatormnt received in evidence 

of tho acouoad Hennecke, Proaeoution 1 a Exhibit P- 78, on page 1004 

of the record? 

A 

Q Do you reme11rber that 1n that statormnt ho referred to tho 

faot that you ordored a shooting detnil or au axeoution deta.ill Do 

you know anything about tho.tt 

A Yoe. 

Q \~'hat do you Jmo" about that? 

A Ou tho 22nd or Dooomber • mnber of the 9th Pauier Clrona-

disr company took· an SS ~aign.,-a orr during a mom!lut or aevero orieia 

and there MI.S a 11uapioion ot his do11orting. I tluroupon ' ordered 

tnat this. man bo 8hot 8Wlll1Brily. I a.180 ordered an oxeoutlon dotail-­

a ah.ootin& doUlil 1x> be ora~itad--I d~ 1 t know 'fthathor I gave. this 

order to Rumpf or Honnooke. The shooting M8 to ooo~ ·:t no~n. · ·It .:· 
0 0 • I •·' < 

• wa,a delayed by• the Amerioen attack. Slld the man ,.:;8 8 hot in the even-
• . 
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( V1hereupon a oonrorenoe botv.een Prosooution, 

Daf'enoe C0 uneel nnd 1he Court .,,9,s had outside tho hearing or tho 

reporter. ') 

DEFENSE COUlfSEL (Lt. Col• Dwinnel)1 No further qoostion1s. 

PROSECUTION 1 If the Court ploe.si,, I would like to inquire, 
. · othor 

inasmuch aa the aooused has branded the statements of mny of th!t..Jao 00 

oueod false, if any of the othor defense oounsol will exe.m.ine this 

accused? 

'OOFENSE COUNSEL: Nay it please tho Cqurt, the redireOt 

examination- - thero will be no oroee examination on bona1£ of the 

0 other de:f'ense counsel, and th9 redirect examination , it is antici­

0 pated that Dr. Leer will conduct thnt~ 

PROSECUTION: Ir the court please the aooused testified 

from ao:nd notes 'this morning. I intend to use those in my crosa­

axamination. and · I would like to roquost Chiof Defense Counsel to get 

those notes and hold them ao that he will have thorn in tho rrorning. 

DSFENSE COUNSEL1 V,'e have no objection. 

LAW ME MBER: Just ao you guai-antee the noise l'lill be here 

:1n· the rrorning.0 
OOFEUSE COUNSEL1 Do you have the notee?() 
YIITNESS1 Yea. 

OO~NSE CUONSEL1 They will be delivered. 

PRESIDENT1 Anything else? 

PROSECtJrIO!h Nothing also. 

PRESIIENT1 TB'e court will adjourn until 083u tomorrow 

mrning, 

(l'.hereupon tm Cour_t at 1600 hours adjourned.) 
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CALIP DACHAU, GllRllAIIY 

22 JUNE 1946 

UORND1G SESSION 

(Whereupon t he coui;t reconvened at 0830 hours .) 

PllE3IDENT: Court will come to order. 

POOSEOU'l'ION: Let tho reCo!·d ohow tho.t all membero or 
the court, a.ll. membcro or the prosecut i on with tho exception of 

Lt . Col. C1·awford and Captain Shwnackor, v.ho aro absent on businos3 

for tho prosecution, and Captain Byrne, who has been excused on verbal 

0 orde rs of the Commanding General, ~ of the defenoo, vrith tho 

exception of Dr. telling, who i o aboent on businesri for the dc£anse,0 
a.11 of the defendants and the r eporter are present, 

DEFENS E COUHSEL: Tho defense recalls the accused, 

fonner Colonel Joachim Peiper. You may cross-e.xwnine. 

·JOACHW: PEIPEa., one of the accused, reoum.ed the stand 

nnd testified further through an interpret.er ,u1 follows: 

CROSS-EXN.!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROS!X:UTION: · 

Q Peiper, you opeak and understand Engliah, don't you?0 
A Yes. 

Q You read nnd und-,rstand D"tglish, don 1t you? 

A Yes. · 

Q You believe in the oanctity of an oath, don 1t you? 

A Yes. 

Q Isn 1t it a !net that you didn 1t surrenc!.or to the 

Americo.ns on the capitulo.tion and that you tried to go home and 

was. apprehended within 20 kilometor!S of your home? 

A Yea, 
. .. 

Q That °'yl;)u ha<i scv'era.l comrades with you ,men you v,cre 

apprehended,~isn ,~· ~hnt true? , • • · , 

http:Americo.ns
http:surrenc!.or
http:interpret.er
http:reoum.ed
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p 2 Q And that you had been carrying a. weapon previous to 

your apprc.ltension but that you disposed or it ,1hen you oaw you 

were going to be captured? 

A Yeo. 

Q . You went into the Headqunrters or the Reichsfeuhrer 

in August 1938. aa an Aide to the Adjutant, didn 1t you':' 

A Yes . 

Q Then in 1940 you been.me Adjutant of the Headquarters 

of the Reichafeuhrer? 

A One of the Adjutnnta. 

Q And in that capacity you became quite well acquainted 

0 with Himmler? 

A Yes, 

Q In other words, you were hia Adjutant, isn't that true? 

A One or hie Adjutcnts, 

Q Now, on direct testimony you lltated that you wore a 

Military Adjutant; ii.a a matter of fact, you were, more thnn just a 

llllitary Adjutant, weren 1t you? 

0 A Yes, I already stated that I was an Adjutant of the 

0 warren ss and, furthermore, I was - I belonged to a po.rty, a 

peraonal party ·who accompanied him. 

Q It 1 s a tact, ian 1t it, that you accompanied llirmnler 

On inapectionD that were or a character other than military? 

A Yes. , 
Q And, a o a matter ot fact, didn 1t you accompany Himnler 

on an inspe~tion where the first gassing experiments ·on living 

objects wore oonducted7 

A Yes . 

Q And isn 1t , it also tho t1:'1th that you made a rather 

lengt~ repo~t when · you wer.e confined o.t Ober Ursol abo~t th?~" 

gassing experiments? • ~ 



0 

0 

0 
0 

A Not a long report, only a very short one. 

· Q You have listened to the testimofly here in the court 

about the famous Ghingia Khan? 

A Yea, 

Q Isn 1t it a fact that you ho.ve told Lt. Perl tho.t it was o. 

sort of o. hobby or Himmler I a to inculco.to to the SS the idea of 

fighting like Ghingis Khan? 

A No. 

Q Didn 1t you also tell Lt, Perl that Himmler has said in 

aubstance: npyramids or skulls have to impreos the enemy and create 

panic amongst them. 11 ? 

A No. 

Q Do you deny tho.t Himmler advocated such measures of 

fighting? 

A Yes, absolutely. 

Q Now, you said when you came to Schwaebisch Hall, I bel-te~ 

you were p.it into one of the cells tho.t your co.11rades called the 

"death cell11 , ia that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q How long did you stay there? 

A Six days, 

Q And isn't it a fact thnt you WC!l'O ~.oved prior to the 10th 

of December and put into a hospital coll? 

A Yes. 

Q And hov1 long did you nta.y in that hospite.l coll? 

A For obout three months . 

Q And then where . were :,ou moved to? 

A Then I came in one or the ordinary cells or the jail. 

Q .\7ere you alone .when you wore in this ordinary cell? 
~- >.. ~--. -;. -t' ·:. • ., • . . . • • 

A At·· r~rst, yes·.:.. Later ~n !- got COlilpaJ?Y, 

Q Who w&~ "'tlie company )°ou h~df " 

http:inculco.to
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6-22-1,6 
p 3 A The fonner Adjutant of the First Batt~ion, Lt, Fischer. 

• Q And no11 I preuume you reme:nber what wa::1 in t~nt hospital. 

cell, don 1 t you , when you were in it? 

A May I ask :,rou whether you are talking about the furniture? 

Q I am, 

A Yes, 

Q What was in there? 

A There vra.o a bed, a night table, a. chair, and a toilet, 

Q You had a typewriter for scxne time in there too, didn 1t 

you? 

A Yes, I had a. typettriter at my disponal in order to reduce 

my defense statement to writing, 

Q How many statc:nentn have you made since you have been in 

American custody? 

A I can 1t tell you v9,th certainty -- about ~ight. 

Q Well, where did you make tho first one? 

A In Freising. 

Q Wheri _did you mnke it? 

A In the beginning of September, 1944, 

Q And who interroc;o.ted you there? 

A There wore throe officers whose names I did not know. 

Q Did you ever see thc:11 again? 

A One of them I saw again twice, 

Q \1here did you see him? 

A Once in Ober Urael, once in Schwaebisch Hall. 

Q Was this statement swom to that you made 1n Freiaing? 

A Tho.t wns not n statCf_Jlent; that wne an interrogation report. 

I believe it was under oath. 

Q \'lore you s.wom .before you wero questioned? 

A ·r believe so. •. . . 
Q Did you tell tho truth? • " 

0 . . 
A Yes. 
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p 4 Q How were yon treated when you were in Freising? 

A \'fell, that 1s another story. I was not treated as a. 

Colonel prisoner of war but I wus not treated as a War Crimin3.l. 

either. 

Q Did you make any more statenents at Freiaing? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that statement under oath? 

A Yes. 

Q \'fuo did you ·make that statement to? 

0 
A I canit tell you for aure, The gentleman who took the 

statement at that time was introduced as Lt. Perl; later on I found 

0 out that his name was Lt. Guth; what hio name in ·reality is, 

don't lmow. 

Q Was this statement .datC:d before or after the ntatement 

that thcso three officero took? 

A It wne . before the statement with the three officers. 

Q Did. you tell Lt. Guth the truth? 

A Yes, 

0 Q . Did you give any more otatements at Freioing? 

A As far a.o I can re:nembor, no, 

,Q Well, whore did you make ydur next etatelllent? 

A oral.ly or in writing? 

Q Ornlly or in writing, where did you make the nei:d sta.te-
A 

ment? 

A In Ober Ursel, 

Q Did you tell the truth th,:,re? 

A Yes. 

Q , _Well, did you make u written ntatcment in Ober Ursol? 

A. llo, 

Q 7fhen: wa.~ th~ rn,k c-tim·o__yo_u i!,~ve a :J~UtemCllt? ~-.;;. <" 
In· Schwaebisch' Ha.µ~· ••,A • 



0 
0 

0 

Q Were you interrogat ed pr eviou:J tu going to Schwaebisch 

Hnll? 

A I was not interrogated; it was only a conver:Jation I had 

with Zuffenhausen, 

Q Did you tell tho truth there? 

A We did not talk about the truth. 

Q How, hol'r mnny s'ta.t ementD did you makei in Schwaebiach Hull 

that were 1·educed tc writing? 

A The three stat ementf:I which are introduced here in evi dence 

'nnd, in addition to that, two more I believe. 

Q Well, were those statements the tru:th? 

A As I already ~tatod yesterday --· no, 

Q flell, which oneu weren 1t tn10 . 

A out of the three statemcntti which were introduced in 

evidence here, the ones from the 21st oi' March and from the 26th 

of Uarch. As to the other stntanents I co.nnot tell you at the 

moment because I am not sure what their contents are, 

Q Were you sworn when you aigned these other stllte.11enta? 

A Yeo. 

Q Well, you wouldn't ho.ve signed them i.£ they worcn 1t true, 

would you? 

A I already s ta.tcd, I already expla.in~d yesterdny why I 

oigncd than which was the oituation when I signed tliem, 

Q Well, you told me I thought' here eo.rlurthis morµing you 

believed in the sanctity. or o.n oath? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you mean to tell me no\'f that you don 1t believe in the 

sanctity of un .o~th? 

A _ I . believe . in. the sanctity of o.n co.th if it& taken under 
0 

fair Conditio~~-, -~~~ ·~~{:if :an oath is' t'akell :WldCr f a1.s~\~~dit1ona ", ·..... 
... : ~ · 0. -~ ~: :.:·:\:' :, • R ..... 

cand under pretoxt•of l'abe ·facts and unde.r pressure. 
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p 6 
Q Now, you said you made t wo other ato.tement:l that wercn 1t 

introduced here; when were thooc otatemcnto given? 

A I gave them towards the end of Uarch and the beg~ing of 

April . 

Q Well, now, did you ever make a statement here in Dachau? 

A No, 

Q You 1re pretty sure about that? . 

A I only gave interrogation roporte to the defense. 

0 
Q Youiro sure you didn 1t 

bore in Dachau? 

oign a s t atement for the prosecution 

0 A Yes, 

Q You signed a statenent hore in Dachau for the prooecution? 

A No. 

0 
0 

(Peiper - Cross) 



Q As a matter or fact, if I handed yO\l a. statement 

that. bore a Dachau date the 25th or April, would that change 

your answer any? 

A No. 

Q Is that your hand1'1I'iting'1 Is that your signature? 

A Yes. 

Q What date is that signed and where? 

A 25th of April 1946 

Q 1'illereabouto? 

0 A Dachau. 

Q Ia that statement true? 

A l.!ay I read through it? 

Q It is aTrorn to, .is it not? 

A I Yea. 

Q You believe in the flanctity or. an oath, do you not? 

A ~Yea. 

0 Q ifa::i thio ::iigned under any pressure? 

A I tell you first I nrua~ have an opportunity to0 
get acquainted with the contents. 

Q Ir the cont~nts are not dwna~ing it is true and 
I 

it the contents are damaging then it 1e not true, is that 

correct? 

A I never was afraid or any do.ma.go. 

Q Do·you usuilly read statccents before you sign 

them? 

A Yes; U.y I say aomething with reference to this 

statement? 

PROO~CUTION: . ·r will bring it out on 'qu~stii:m~ng. 

If it is not ruu,- broucht out then yw' can go ahead and lej; 
~ • r ' • 

http:do.ma.go
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your Defense Counsel clear it up on redirect. I think that 

is satisfactory to the Court, is it not? 

LAW llEMBER: So he has an opportunity to say 

whatever he wants to say. 

PROSECUTI0U: Let him say it now. Let u~ give 

him full opportunity. 

THE WITNESS_: Thia statement Tfas not sicned by · 

me here but counsel of the Prosecution thought it was im­

0 portant that I was put under oath aftl'lr-,Yarda. Therefore, I 

0 only was sworn here in Dachau after the statement was already 

given. 'I'h.at was already signed before that. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q You kne,r the contents of the statement, did you 

not? 

A Yes. 

Q Do yoo. rememb!?r DO'i'T whether it is true or not? 

0 A I must repeat I should have an opportunity to re-

read it first.0 
Q Yesterday, I think you testifitid on direct 

examination that Hardick made some statement that they 

would kill prisoners o.r war because they rrould be granted 

no pardon if they were captured. In substance I believe 

that is true, is it not? 

,. A Vfould you re-read this question, please? 

PRCSECUTION: Yi,ill yo~ read the question, please, 

Miss. Reporter? 

(Whereupon the · qu.estion was read by the rep~rter.) 

';I Tl~ YlITNFSS: I . stated yesterday Hardick mad~ 

an expressiC:n t,owards me wh,erein he expl~ed to .me ihut 



they would not give any pardon because they would' bo shot in 

the same pianner if they would happen to fall in enemy's hands 

and that they ,,ere put into operation under the same conditions 

as the British Commando undertakings. 

QUESTIOJIS BY Pl1C6ECUTIO!I: 

Q I will read this paragraph in the statement or 

yours which is dated 2,5 April, wherein you were referring to 

your conversation with Hardick. 

0 A 21st or 25th? 

0 Q 25th or April, .(Reading h 
11 To my question or what he ,vould do ;tlth prisoners, 

he answered, 1\'fe do not give pardon. If we get caught 

we will also be bumped off. 111 

Is that true? 

A Yes. 

Q I .will read the last par~raph of this statement 

0 
0 or tho 2!,th or April: (Reading) 

11 Hardick fell on tho first day of the offensive. 

His combat group was ~ot under me but directly under 

the .Panzer Brigade 13 (Mission Greif), which to nzy­

lmC1,'1'ledge again was placed directly under the let 

5$ Panzer Corps. The commander on UiSSion Greif was 

Sturmbannfu.ehror Skorzeny.n 

Is that paragraph true? 

A This paragraph is true. Ha,rever, I tm1st say that 

I cannot make a certain statement as to whose commander 

Skorzeny actuall.y was, if under the comm~d of the Co~ or 

the Arm:, or ~he Fuehrer dire6t1y. 
. . ..~ ~ 

.,r Q ·- \fa~ the. ~ehrer a co~ding officer in th.ts 



I 

0 

0 
0 

campaign? 

A The Fuehr"er was the chief of the German Wehrmiicht. 

Q Wns Hardick responsible to, you at any time durµlg 

the campaign? 

A No. 

Q \'/ho was he responsible to? 

A Later on I found out that Hardick was assigned 

by the Fuehrer directly - correction - I am talking about 

Skorzeny. 

Q Hardick was operating with you, was he not? 

A In a larger sense, yes, but he rrns not under 

my conunand and he had only the mission to attach his unit to 

my column as far as the marching . technique rms concerned 

during the~!'irst part of the offensive. 

Q You outranked him, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it customary in the Gorman Army for the senior 

officer to have command when there is more than one element , 

together - more than two units together? 

A' That does not apply to this cose. 

Q Ii' you saw Hardick kill an American prisoner of , 

war you could have stopped him, could you not? 

A I could not have prevented it after ho was already 

dead. 

Q If you saw him lining a prilioner of war up to get 

ready to shoot him, yon c·ould have a topped him, · could you not? 

A Cortainly, 

·Q • · ?~;£.~·rg~t~ ~b.~sic\~~ •a ·•qt{esti on. : D~ ·y~ -~~~ ·'.~hat:: 

a lo~ ,et.atElm.en:t,' r;lot"t13tc:"tB from its 8uth0nticity1. , 
A 



Q Do you think a l ong statement that rras given 

in question and answer .form would detract i'rom its 

authenticity? 

A That might be tho case if a.fter I dictnted i'or 

:Joveral hours the strength of both tho partners is exhausted, 

then the recoll ections must suffer . 

Q Do you auppose if 11 long otatemant \Tas taken over 

a period or two days woul d make it untrue? 

A Uo.0 
Q Do you think a statement that was 67 pages long0 

11nd taken over a period o.C two days would be untrue or lack 

authentic!ty? 

A That depends on the circuuwtnnces under which it 

was taken. Ir three o!'.Cicers swap du.ring the interrogation 

and interrogate ar.i individual_man for six or eight hours 

vdthout any interruption, there is an unequal distribution 

or strength.
0 

Q Do ~ou man to imply by that thnt the stnteme'nt 

0 th.a.t you gave at Frei.sing, which yOUsa.id is true is nCJ1, 

untrue? 

A With the exception of oome dotails \thich in 

the meantime have been changed according t.o a better recol­

lection, no. 

Q What details would you say have been changed by 

a better recolloction? 

A That was a very lone interrogation roport and 

!\J.r'thormore, the first one wl;tich got me into Connection with 
\ .. . . ' 

th~ l!al.m~dy ~c~dent. At first' I : O\Ud have to read it ve~~-·i. ,. 

8X&Ct1y in oi-dor Oto fi.ud· CCJ?\tradictions· which could havo 
~ (' .. ,, 

OCCcUl'red at" that . time and Which data to ~ better lmcmledge. ,. , 

http:yOUsa.id
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or the situntion could be changed. 

Q In other words, anything that would b3: damaging 

would be untruo and anything that was not damnging would bo 

true, is that the situation? 

A I already said before that I personally do not 

care at all vrhat could do me any harm or trhat trns not damaging 

to me. 

Q Yesterday you testiUed from these notes and I 

0 believe you said you prepared them right ai'tor you had t~lked 

0 to Lieutenant Perl in Zuffenhauoen? 

A Yes , li\J.rthArmore, in Freising, lfhere I \'frOte the 

conversation with Mr, Paul which I did not mention yesterday, 

I do not think you are interested in my reading the a tory 

,Yi.th Lieutenant Perl. 

Q Ir you think it will do you nny good I have no 

objection to your reading it. 

A In sub:Jtance it is the slltle which I uaa told by0 
First Lieutenant Perl.0 

Q Did you make the· notes about ·your interrogation by 

!.Ir. Paul right after he interrogated you? 

A Yes, I thought 'they were very not1ce1ble and took 

.tho notes down rie:ht . immediately a!'te~ that. 

Q In r()~orursal you took the notes dam,, right arter 

you were i1iterrogated? 

A I did not tnlco any notes down i:-i Oberure!ll. 

Q Does it not say, 11It was nllogod that l&cCown was 

in my presence mistr§ated and threatened ·by me with a pistol" 

:- is tha~'. ~~~:.;¥ <'~:~~\,;,~;:·< • . · 
• j ~ That ~ llii i~ my notes, yes. 

q 
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A I ..rote it here. 

Q ·111at appears before the notes on Zu.f.fenhausen. 

HO';'( did that get in there ahead of Zuffenhausen if you 1n-ote 

it hero in Dachau? 

A At that time in Freisinr;, as well as in Zuffen-

hausen I tool~ da,m notes abrut the conversation with lat 

Lieutenant Perl and 11.r. Paul. Those notes were on little 

slips of papar which I carried on me and all those notes I 

rewrote here ·1n Dachau on these two sheets of paper and in 

addition, set down some other notes which I took .from my 

memory and which I wanted to uae for m;yCSfense since ·1n addition 

to my defense stat:ments which are in the po.ssossion of Ur. 

Proaecu~or, I thought it was advisable to toke dorm some 

notes to my defense on my a.m. 

Q In other words, you did not write that at 

Zu.!'fenhausen., that piece of paper that you hold in your hand, 

did you? 

A Ho, I did i,,~t write this piece of paper in 

Zurrcnhausen. 

Q \'/here did you keep these little pieces of paper 

that you had all these notes on? 

A I always kept them in a book or in my sleeve. 1 · 

The guards wanted to ta.ke them array from me but when I 

directed their attention to the fact that they were very 1 

important tor the Prosecution they left them with me. 

Q Did you not testify yesterday that it was so 

dark in that cell in zurrenhaus·en You coulii not e8e? 

A ~ It w~ ~~t ·~-~~ti2{bJ/. }:-. ~~dn:t·~e~ ~ta~ 

- no, it 1TOS n~ that dark. F\u'thermore, t'here was a hole 



in the door through which light from the. outside could enter 

the room and I would write in front of this hole or play. 

chess. 

Q Ia' it not true that as a matter of fact these 

notes that you have prepared, or the substance of these 

note~ about \'that Lieutenant Perl told you in Zuffenhausen, 

wherein you state that there ihe sons of two infiucntial 

persons, one economist o.nd one senator, who vrere killed, 

that since you have been right here in Ihchnu and prior to 

0 the 16th of May you have attributed that statement to Lieutenant 

Guth and it was made to you at Freislng7 

A I do not understand the question. 

PROSECUTI0H: Will you read the question, Uiss 

Reporter? 

(miereupon the question .was read by the repor.ter.) 

THE W!fflESS: I cannot understand the question. 

b PROSECU'l'I0U; ·1 lfill withdra,1 that question. 

DR. LEER1 J.!ay I ask the Chief' Prosecutor to ~t 

the question in s~ch ·a manner that it 1a understandable'/ 

PRO.SECUTIOH: I l'fill withdraw and we will start 

over again. 

QU"..STIONS BY PROSECUTIOII 1 

Q As a matter of' fa.ct, didn I t the statement that. you 

aay. Lieutonant Perl made to you at Zui'i'enhausen, namely, that 

the .sons of' two 1.n!luontinl persons, one a senator's and ono 

an economiat1s eon, wore killed in l!al.mod,y and that you. have 

0 

' ' ' 
t,reviou.sly stat~~ ·i!l Dac_hnu•·pz:ior ·'t9 the l~th of' Uli:~.1946 t~at 

1 

.ibis·statement was .Jllfde_ .to 'you 'w Lieutenaiit Guth 1n Freising? 

A • !lo. I might remind you, Lieutenant Colonel, •or • 
I 



• 

the fact that on the 7th or 8th of December, 1945, when you 

visited. me in my call in Sclnvaobiech Hall, · r told you the 

contents of the conversation I had with lat Lieutenant Porl 

and that you told me at that time you v1ould be very sorry 

and that Lieutenant Perl did not hnve any authority to make 

such utterances and thnt I should not pay any attention to 

them. 

Q Do you have anything else you r1ant to remind me
0 

of? 

0 
A At this moment no. 

Q I bel.ieve you testUied yesterday that you did not 

have a ·chance to read your sto.tement dated 21 lJnrch 1946, 

Prosecution Exhibit P-ll. Ia that true? I hand you Prosecution 

Exhibit P-11 and ask you whoso handwriting it ia? 

A 

Q Did you sign it? 

0 A Yea. 

0 Q Vihoae initial.a appear by. the corrections that are in 

this statement? 

A My initials. 

Q You tmew the contents or that statement when you 

signed it, did you not? 

A In outlines, yeo. 

Q And you lmew the contents when you ma.de those 

changes that you have initialed, did you not?, 

A tfot in detail and f or that reason I immediately 

asked to be all01Ted to .'re_..re~d' it; ·~ • 

Q Do YO\l ~-~ ~0\a~ i,heh y~ .:n.1te eomot~ 'd~ • 
• • J •• • 

you do not knOTI' what it ~is? 
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'll< //234-SR--622-10 A If I write something dcwn voluntarily I usually 

lman what I am writing. 

Q Did you lmo.v- in this :Lnstanc87 

A I already described yesterday ha1v this statement 

was made. 

Q I asked you if you lmew what You wore writing down? 

A Yes. 

Q You imply that you Ytere defrauded in'to the making 

and the signing of this s,tatement Pro_secution Exhibit P-11 

but you went ahead and signed ·two more statements after t~t, 

did you not? 

A Yes. 



Q Uon, why did you s'ign thoao two sta.toments? If you wero 
' ' .. 

defro.uded i nto signinb the first one, why didntt you domond that you 

get the first ono back? 

A I e.lroady etntod yoeterdccy- that I repootedly asked to bo 

alloned to read the ata:teruont of tho ·21st of Harch. And as to the 

othor t\,o ate.tomenta, I stntod that the atatomont of tho 28th iB 

true and tho.t tho ato.tomont of the 26th of J.inroh was mo.de under oir­

ownstoiiceo under 'ffhioh I had to belio7e through pretext or £.nlae 

fo.ote that my Offll comrades betrayed me, and tho.t I nae very dis&uoted 

and it did not matter; and it did not make my difference to mo, ond 

thnt I told Lt. Perl ho could dictate everything, I would sign every­0 
thing. 

Q Row dou it happen that it mnkos a differonoe to you non 

uhen you -nere dioe;usted then? 

A The roaoon for this ie that todey I YYas able to find out 

that thecornradeahip, lfhich nt tho.t time I 'qelievod to have dia-
r 

appeared, is not an empty illusion, and that my opinion "ffhioh I hod 

nt that timo oould only be oroot'~d that 1111 or us were ployed againot0 
each other, and tho.t my comrade11 had been _rcrood to testify ngoinst

0 
me• Thie knowledge which I had here in Dnohau made it" my duty to 

tElotify clear and distinctly, and to tell ho_..,. conditions lfera in 

reality so that the Gonuan. people 1\'ould loern who ,.,, lfore in ron.1. ity 

end tho.t we fought for our Fatherlo.pd £or six yea.re desperately and 

· te.natioal ly. 

Q. I hnnd you your eU:emont dated the 26th or Uarch, whioh 

~a Prooeouticn Exhibit no. 125, ond e.sk you' whoso hand'ffriting that 

is in! 

A In my own handwriting. 

Q 

fFeiper .. Crose) 
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Q Did .you m~~ ~ -oBe _corr~c t i ~~~ tha~ app~ar the!_'~iA~:· 

A Yes. 

Q Are those your initia.ls thct nppenr by those oorrectiona'i' 

A Yes. 

Q Did you make those oorreotions without knoning the contento 

of that otetemont'i' 

A Yes. 

Q In other "Words, you mado t ho oorreotiona without reeding the 

stntement'i' 

0 A No. 

Q Well, lThat do you menn thon. I t hought thnt is what you0 
said. 

IllTERPRETER1 Thnt u s.s n mi s take. T~at "fl'BB o mistake in 

tho interpretation. 

A I said it " ' OS my hnnduritin~, i t TftlB there ni_th my oorro~-

t10ns I nnd I ~kneTI nhot I 'Yl'roto down and "ffhnt I signed. 

Q llolT1 you tostifiod yosterdey on direct examination o.bout 

Lt. Kremm - who wna e lTitnoss in thiP onoo for the Prosecution - end0 
in reply to thiG question t "Did you he ar him tostlfy that he was 

0 
present at the Regilllental m~eting r eferre d to'i' 11 , you roplied, "Yee " . 

I hand you the record or Kramm' A t eat imony ond ask you to find Trhoro 

he so testified. 

A It doesn I t soy anyth ing about th11t on this page• 

Q Well, you oon look nt tha record BIi much os you "ffent; 

are not restricted to ono pago. 

A That will talce a pretty long tiino, 

Q Well, if you "ffont to, · wo will give 

counsel nnd seo if they can fi!1d, it fo r; you, 

... .. ...~.- ;.::~e.• _ -::.: ...:;.\'1•;,:'i .. ;'· ;=--~ ... . . , 
(Wh~~UP!?n'...tije: r r ~Oecu~ ion~·hc.n~ed . .. ,. . 

to read the "ffhole 

it to your Defense 

•~· ·.:. ~ ; ' 
t he do.c\un.ent \ o th?. 

you 

recor d• 

r 

~efonso.). . 
(~ iper - Cross) 

http:initia.ls


.. ~ , ll~rrr, ,yesterday, on ,c;Hreot eY.C'Jl\lnation, Ylith , ref.ere,npe , to 

th:, order of tho day or Diotrich1 s, I believe you ooid thot the 

Tfords "humnn inhibitions" ff'16 in Dietrich1s s t11tomont, and that 

lf0.8 tho first time you had over &eon it. AS a mottor of fnct, 

didn 1 t you use that o,:preesion yoursel!' '_1ithout either seeing it 

in Dietrich1 8 statement or in Lt. Porl _sug~eotinr; it to you? 

A . No. 

Q How, you testified yostordey nbout boin& confronted 11ith 

Gruhle ond other accused in this case. You romembor also, don 1 t 

you, that nhen you confronted Knittel in the prooonce of llr. Thon 
0 

you told Knittel thot ho should confeDD ao you had told everything? 

0 Did you defrnud ICnittOl "ffhon You told him the.t? 

A That did not occur in this manner. 

Q Well, hott did it occur? 

A I repentedly told t!r. Thon thnt I thought ·thot I oonaidorod 

it far bcmooth the dignity of tho Gennon Major to look him up in auch 

n puniohment cell, and I asked him - Thon - repeatedly -nhethor Jlajor 

ICnittol could not i;ot oi:.it of t}:lia cell, but ninco nt that time ho 

0 hnd not made any sta1::emonts, this i-oquest waa not grnnted. One day 

.0 Mr. 'I'hon so.id to me, "rion t t you went to say hollo to your old com­

rodo, Knittel?"·, · o.nd i add. "or oourso, with pleo.aure". The door 
'· . . 

of Knittel' a oell l'HlS opened, I greeted Knittel end ho naked me who.tr a 

going on around here. 'I'heroupon Mr. Thon said to Knittel, "oo e.hoad~ 

o.sk Poipor .. l'fe knol'f evorythin&".• 'I'hor1:1upon Knittel asked ~e, 1101d 

you toatify11 , and I said, "Yos": And he asked me, "mint do thoY 

kno"?" • Md I said, "Well. the:, know more thnn wo". Thereupon tho 

door wa.~ oloaed o.ge.in. 

Q. Isn1t it tru:, tholt you told Knittol to confess? 
. . 

A I 11ould .r>:ot tl?lc? . a.~~ ·o. i-eapon~ibility upon J'llh 

. . . . 
~ You a1nO ·?"eme1:1.bor. d6n 1 t you, thnt who~ you iiod Lt. Poi:l • 

0 

(Peiper - Croa;) • • ;' 



.roro di_s~us_sing ~i:-ouss 1 c1;s0 , tho~ y_ou, ~ol d ; ~ . P?:l 1~ _):~ ll; w_or? 

laft slono 1t"ith Prouse you could break h iin1 didn't you? 

A !To, thot1 s not truo ot all. 

Q. And didn't Lt. Perl thon tell you that he ,rould how to 

cat my oonsont before ho could put you t~Gother llith Preuss olono? 

A Thnt is corroot, yoo. 

Q And isn•t it olso true that Lt. Perl cruno bock to you ond 

told you thot I ,rould not conaont to you ond Frau~~ being loft alono 

_together? 

A Yes, but thoro wos another r oe.son. 

Q It couldn1 t hc.vo been the ronoon, boo~uoo of tho Rittsrkrouz , 

0 could it? 

A Thnt ·,ms only tho r ooson, nbout _the Knie;ht 1 s Cross. 

Q. And isn1 t it also true thnt nfto1· Lt. Porl crune bock to you 

nnd told you -rrhat I hod onid, that you thon oo~fronted Preuss in tho 

prosonoe 01' Lt. Porl, ond you told Prou oa thnt1 "Thoy knolf oll about 

tho J:illing of the· flier", nnd that Preuss then oonfeosod the killing 

and nlso the tnking of "the flier• a r ing -- isn 1 t thot truo? 

0 A Yes, thnt ls correct. 

0 Q 1Jo1't 1sn 1 t this also true, that in your oral interrogation 

you snid subots.ntially the tollo1'tiDg with respect to prioonera or lfO.r 

ot LnGlohe, tho.t if you hod roleaaed ooveral hundrod prisoners of ·war, 

"the, next do.y they 1'ould •be fighting against us 1i Whnt would my CDl!mander 
. . 

say about this, if I had dono it11 , ond that this wnsn 1 t put into your . 

otetemon·t because you protostod ogninat it. tsn1 t that truo? 

A I cenuot remember anything P.bout tho protest, nnd I so.id the 

following. I had decided to keep ,LnGlobe until_the last me.n, up to 

the 23rd at noon, md I told my Commender~, if all of us should parish 

hero, our prisonero · are not;· io'~.~g ·t}:i _.'_s·ur.;,.ve .us, since I thought 1:t, -,,e.o 
• • • • • :· • • • 1 • 

impossible that all of us would die her~ and o.n the next doy .a hW'tdrod . 
• and i'itty Americans would got ne" "flespons en~ fight_ age.inst the German 
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0 
0 

0 
0 

~l'tllT· • I c~uld not take the ;-esponsibility tor that towards Jl\Y 

Commanders. 

Q How do you account :f'or the fact that all of your Company 

Commanders and many of Y'Our Platoon leaders held roastings be!ore 

this o!.C,msive began, and told their troope to, kill prisoners or 

war and allied civilians if it hadntt boon ordered by someone? 

~ I heard the testimony or "the Company Commanders here and 

I also hoard thll testimony of tho enlisted men, and furlherruore I 

had collected largo experience 1n Sch\Yaebiach Hall, and once Lt. 

Perl told me that : 11 The chain is al"''BYB as strong as the weakost 

link", and so it was clear to ·me that our chain had been rolled up 

1'rom the end. And furthermore, it was clear to me that evqom, 

was loold.ng for somo protection and for somo straw, and since the 

men were constantly told, 11You couldn rt have done it on your own, 

you must have had an order11 , it is very understandable t}:lat drown­

ing ;young m!ID seize this - grasp this straw and allow that such 

an oi-der was suggested to him. 

Q Now, wore all your n:im so undisciplined that they Id.lied 

prisoners of war without orders? 

A During combat som!ltimes there are situations about which 

one cannot talk on the green table. 

Q Now, Peiper, I asked you if ;your men were so undisciplined 

· that they\6.lled prisoners or war without oi:dars. Can you answer 

. that question without talking about green tables? , 

A That doesn't have anyt~ to do with diaciplim,. 

Q \'tell, 1111 .ask the question again. Were your men so 

W'ldisciplined that they would ld.ll pris~ners of lTD.r without orders? 

Can you answer that t1yee 11 or 11no*'? • 

A No, thi~ :q~stion· d~·ee~1:t have an~hing to do with discipline,
' ~ ·.. , ,• ..; .. ,.... -.,;-:.~,; ,., ~. . : ,: •.. ': •·;_ .:. . •. .. 7 . • . ' •..·,\::· ... 

and. tor this re'aoon I cannot answer•it_ldth· 11 yeslJ or 11no11 • • 

Q wOu, were your men so ill trdned"1n 'the ~.,; or tho 
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Geneva Co~vention that they killed prisoners of war without orders? 

A In the answer on that question, it ie the ea.me as on the 

questions ~efore. During combat there are desperate situations, 

tho answer to which is given out very fast to main reactions and 

which do not have anything to do with educatio~ and training. 

Q Well, is thCro anything desperate about a situation where 

you line a hundred or a hundred and fifty men, prisoners up, in the 

pasture vd.thout arms, and there is no enemy in the vicinity and 

you are still advancing without opposition, and theee prisoners ,are 

shot? Is there anything desperate about that?0 
DEFENSE (LT. OOL. DWINELL: Just a minute; please, before

0 
you answer that question. I ·realize counsel, in croos examining 

the accused, has a great deal or latitude, but I believe that the 

questions propounded now goes to the p?'oor. Counsel is assWDing a 

state or tacts in asking· this question, which state 01' f [l.ots a.N 

the very issuea in this case, thorefore, I object to the questi~n. 

PROSECl1l'ION: If the Court ·pl~ase, thia accused has testi­

fied to desperate situations. I am just trying to find out what he 
0 

conaidors a desperate situation. 

O' ll,'lFENSE (LT. COL. D'IIINELL): But in aaking tho w:ltnoae to 

describe what he maana by a de~perate situation, coW1sel is not 

mrely putting a -hypothetical question but is asking 9,uestions con­

cerning the very facts that are at issue in this case. 

LAW JJEl!BER: The Court will reserve the decision on the 

objection until after the recess. 

PRF.SIIENT: The Court. will recess -until ten-thirty. 

(\'-.l1ereupon at 1000 ~ours the Court recessed.) 

(Poipor" cross) , 
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0 

0 
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(l\hereupon the Court raoonvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESlD&HTs Talco seata. The Court will oome to order; , 

PROSECUTION: Ir the Court please, let the re~ord show 

that all membors of the Court, all mombora or tho Proseoution with 

the exoeption or Lt. Col. Cr:awford and i!r. Elowitt, who are absent 

on bueinoes or the Proaeoution, nnd Capt. D~ne, Y1ho has ·b9en ex­

cused by order or tho Commanding General, all members or tha Defense 

",dth the exception or Capt. Narvid and Dr. Hertzkorn, ffllo are absent 

on buaineaa or th& · De:fenae, all or tho Dotendants, and the Reporter 

are pre sent. 

D3FBNSE COUNSEL, The Defonu recalls tha aooused, rormsr 

Colonel Joachim Pe'iper. 

(Vi1tereupon Joaohim P&iper, oni, of the aoousad, resumsd 

th9 a~d and Watified furthttr through an intorpreter, a.a f~llowa:1) 

LA.W lEMER1 Ia there any further argWD9nt on the quHtion? 

D:::FENSE COUNSe!L1 Nothing further at this time; 

LAW !SY.B3R1 The Court dos ires to know wh,l)ther or not tha 

quaation was propotmdttd as a hypothetical 4ueationt 

PROSECUTION1 It was propotmdod as a hypothetical qusation, 

but- if the Court' prefers that vie .use aoms othor example, -,o are qUite 

rttadily agreeable to doing ao. 

LAW A@M8ER1 Tho Court 1110u'l.d protar a hypothtttioal queation. 

CROSS EXAMlllATION 

QUESTIONS BY· PROSECUTION1 

Q Peiper, ia there anythinc daapttrate about a aituation 

wharo \DlB,rn:od prisoners of \1181" aro tmder guard and . lined up and 

shot, where there is no anatny raaistenoo praaant't 

A No. 

Q ~· You atat.od ~on dire:t ·examination )'88°tardaY. tttat ··rno;i·~1: your 
~ • ,J O .,, • • 

Pan~er troops 110re bl~ok leathor i.m.i.f'orme, didn t t you? 

A I eaid roost of tho oro,. of "th!I oombelt vohiolee. 



Q W>ll, thou thnt 1118re not "'8aring blaok uniforms, Wllt did 

they ffltar·t 

(Do:f'enae 00 tm.ael Capt. Narvid entored and took hie aeat.) 

A The meui:,ers of my regiment a.Ll had black combat tmiforms 

and the members or tho oombe.t vehiolea almost exoluaively wore black 

loather uniforms, the. e:xo11ption11 to that were 1n1:1mbere or tho 9th 

Pioneer C0 mpany, who ~ro w,aring groy tmiforma, 

Q That is not quit,, what I 1'B.B trying to get at. You said 

moot •11 of these Panur troopa 1'1'0rtt black leathor uniforms. Thoee, 

that didn't -.,ar black leather tm.iforu, what did thoy ,wart 

A Llembera of rrt'/ regiment, with tho . exoeptiO'n of th& 9th 

Fanr.or Piona~r Company, all w,re ble.ok uniforma and all the crows or0 
the combat vehioln .,,ore a black loather uniform on top of that: 

Q Diefont~al'a 3rd Battalion and tM 2nd Grenadier Regiioont, 

that was attaohod to you dur_ing the o·ampe.ign, l'i9.&n 1 t it'l 

A Yea. 

Q Yihe, t did they woar? 

A They were 1118&.rin.g gray uniforma. 

Q Now you rode willh Dia.fenthal quite ·a "lot during this of.fen-0 
. eive, didn't you'?

0 
A Yoa. 

Q Did ho 11Hr a yellow oolored jaoket at tho oroaaroads on 

tb, 17th ~r D0 oomber, l944t 

A Yoa. 

Q On direct examination yesterday what time did you testify 

tnat it Mos lfflen you anterod Ronsreld on th11 17th of Dooembor, 1944? 

A I thi:ok I aaid aoven o 1olook. 

Q ~11, ia that wt10.t you S'!;Y nowt 

A Yes. 

·Q You -t,,osti!'iod y,,stord~y thit .~u-'wero ' told· ab.out ·somo ·subs~- · -

• quen.t r1g,htm.e; tz: Bonofeld ."; wno told -~~·.:~t ·~~·!1;,' .. . .. 
~ .. ~ 



• • 
A I heard about this from Lt. Col. van Ybstornhagen, or from 

my adjutant, or !'rom Capt.Huska. Later, I also think from my divis­

.ional oom:nandor. 

Q Did they tou you about any prisoners or war being killod 

in Honsreld? 

A No. 

Q Do you ro m1unber tho buildings and tho terrain around Hons-

,.._, fold and in llonsfeldt 

A No. I only drove through. 

Q. Y/8 11, when you loft Honsfeld, do you romombor th~ graveyar~ 

on tha right hand s ido or tho road? 

A No. 

Q Did you kill the prisoners or '!'lllr'tha.t wore lying opposite 

the graveyard in that pasture, where the atatamonta in thin oaa8 

have placed Barrm,ror and Goldaohm.idtY 

A I know nothing or ~hat. 

Q Vbro you preeent ,,hon they wa_ro killed? 

A No. 

Q Do you blow 111ho killed thomY 

A No. 

Q I bolieve you eaid y~atlllrday that you ea" civilians tiring 

from tho windows in BuellingonJ is that true? 

A Yea. 

Q Row did you blow they wero civilians and not .A.merioan aol-

diera? 

A' I have had isone rioh experianoe in this 1'ield and a aharpaned 

eyuight. 

Q How close Ml"9 yuu to these people that -wero tir~g from 

the ll'indoll9? 
c, . 

A I waa driving right paa-t thsn houau undernHth the win• 

~d_ow1s. ' I had to get m;y head do'flll aevera.l· timea and I aa, tho·H paapio. . .. ·' . . 



• • 
ahoot. Al110 aaw and hoard th'l bullots hit rrry vehiole. 

Q How were they dressed? 

A Thllse r.ore people v.hioh one could see only for an inatruit. 

TMy ,usually ~re civilian hea_d gear and a civilian jacket, but I 

can't give any details. 

Q Did you see any au year old women Cir1ng at you f'ro111 the 

windo,rs :there in BueUingent 

in thoao 11hort m:,ntmt8 I had no occasion to determine the 

age o~ tho po,reons firing. 

Q Did you a&e any ons-yuar old baby firing at you !'rem the 

windo"a in Bue.llin.gen't 

A' No, not even in Russia did I aee any one-year old babies 

flr lng, 

Q Now you testified about eeeing somo prieoners of 1111r as you 

w,ra approaching BuelHngenJ ia thnt trm? 

A Yea. 

Q Could they be the sarm ones that Jaeokol in hie atatemont 

ea.ya that he fired onY 

A I don't rerrembn tho Wstimony of JaeoJcel eo y,ell in ff'f'J 

Q How I bJlisve you tntified yutuday about a Uajor Tau-

bert and hie parachute battalion. How far did he aoooUl)&Dy you·t 

A The JMJority of tho battalion retmined 1n Ronai'eld. I 

talked to Taubert personally and aomi, of' hia men about one kilometar 

.,,oat of Ronateld imd about ono company which had forgotten to die 00 

munt !"ro:m our to.nko drovo with us through Stowr.ont and LaGleiu. 

and remained with m, until the next day wMn 1118 returned to our om 

lineo 

Q You are pretty sure this company folloV10d you on into 

Stoumont ai:id La.Oleiut 

A Yea. 
• (' • J • 

You nerir ade a atatamsnt tmder oa:,h tlMt theY"'rea.ine11 ,bohllld 



A I teatif'ied that tho parachute battalions roll'.ainod boh:ind 

1.n· Ronsf"1d. 

I boH.avo you testified yesterday th~t you entered Buellingen 

arotmd 0900 to 0930- hours;· is tho. t oorroot·t 

A Yea. 

·Q Couldn't have b,en eight o'olook, could :i.t? 

A I onn.not give those thin&s with any certainty any nx)rs. 

~ - \ _ Q Viall, you testified yesterday under oath that it no be-
1 

."11 \ t,.Qon nine and nine-thirty, though; didn't you? , 

A I did not testify under oath yeetorday. 

PROSSCUTION t Oh, I beg your pardon. Tho t ia right, you 

are not under oath.0 
Q Now, P8iper, I hru:id you a statemont lmioh aaye1 "Invosti--

gation, Ma~edy case, w.c.B., File No. 624, Enm.1nation of Joa~him 

Peiper,pr,leon•:i;- Ot-1 °""'r, 26, ZB August, 1946, in Froi&ing, Germany.• 

And v8ak you to tako a l'ook at page 36 and tell m, whees signatur~ 

0 

appeara thereon? 

A That is my eignatura. 

Q Vee that si.atorrent sworn tot 

A Yes. 

0 
Q And on what datol - , 

A Jm~ry 4, 1946. 

Q Ia tMre a oer.tirioo.te of the int,rpretor on that i-go? 

A Yea. ' · 

Now will you taro a ~ook at page 67 and toll me -,lhose lligna-

tura appears thoreont 

A That is alao my signature. 

Q .And ns that 11110m to! 

A Yas• 

Q · .An.d does tho oertirioate of -the~· 1nt,rpre~r appear thereon! 

.A Y8 a. 
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see on what data, it is datodY 

A August 26, 1946. 

Q Is that your signature below tho datot 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now ,.,111 you to.ke n look ot page 2 and tell me ll'itether you 

-mro D\liOrn before you gave that testirronyt 

A Yeo. 

Q In othor rords, is it true or not tho.t this statement 1'."8.8 

, ~•. ,l ! . ' n:ada on the 26'fil and 28th of August, 1946, and it v.H not signed 

by you until th:, fourth or January, 1946'1 

0 A Yes. 

Q Did you rrake any oorrootiona ill this atatotrent before it MS 

signed'r 

A If I reJTDmber oorreotly I had several oorreotions mda, 

Q Did you initial tM correotione thnt w,re tcadeT 

A Yoe. 

Q I will read from page ~l of this Statennnt, and nsk you ii' 

Y0u ansv.ersd as· follows to thie quoetion1 "Queotiont Continue with 

the rou-tn of mo.rob. .Answ.,r1 V.hon I arri~d my tanks were lined0 
up in the oolunna I had ordorod them to formJ on both sides 1n vory

0 
oloaod,tight formations, wsre thJaei paratroopers. I got very angry 

and called for the oorrmander of tho parachute unit but nobody oama. 

Tlian I got on Dtf reoon md ,..ont ahud. Yi, -.nt on a road Vlioh 1a not 

shol'ID hare on the ir.ap, It rune approximately !'rom Lanzeroth and on 

1'1direot>'ziorth'!°st ~outi,, beoauso I knew ths railroad 11:ation in 

990986 was still being hold by the enemy. I had no ooniaot with . . ' 
thB enemy- in this w>ods. In the vicinity of too ra~lroad station 

WJ rsoei-ved individual artillery rounds •. At approxima-mly six o'olook 

1n the morning _, ~e:n antere~ RONSFSLD at top opaed an_d aurpr~eed a 

reoonnaissanoe' battaliop thero," , , . 

. .(llhsre~pon . tho forog.ohlg :,;., ·;.:r~··;,;.~ Ger11>m ~angua~ • • 
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Q le that eto.Wnent oorreot? 

A Thi~ 5 tatem,nt is oorreot, only in the nnnner of till'O I 

:made an error. At that time it ,v.9.e oomplete l ~ dark yet at six 

0 1 olook. 

Q Now I will road from pogo 13, question ond ansm r1 "Quas-

t1on1 Continue with your rouW or JDaroh. Ansv.er1 I ordered hi'n to 

i.mmldiately nxnmt all his paratroops· on my vehiolos, to advance with 

too at top speed to take BillLLilfGEN. Ho oree.tod all k inds or diffi-

oulties by saying ho had nO ordore to advance that far 6!1-d that he 

had to we.it for an order from his division, and I sorocur.ad at him 

1 ~nd told him ha oould go to th9 ~ovil, to dig himself in at ROHS­

F£LD, and I would odvanoo myself." 

( iihereupon tho roregom& was read in the Gorman language 

ror the benefit or the Ger:rran Counsel and tho aooused, by tho in-: 

terpreWr.) 

Q Is thnt ensw,r oorroot'l 

A Yes. 

Q I will now read the ~1;owinc questions and nns-,.ers, page 

13. "Question, Did he follow your advioet Answsr, Yes, he stayed 

in HONSFELD• . Question1 Ylith hie unit? All elomsnts of his unit? 

(1'/hereup~ tho foregoing .,,,as read in the Gornan language for 

the bonei'it 01' the Go,rmo.n Counsel and tho aooused, by tha inter­

preter,) 

Q Are those ane11,9rs oorreot, to those b.o questions? 

A All of them did nc,t stay there. I ror,;ot to rrention that 

at tho time. I found out that I had a company or parachutists with 

me for_tho first tine in La Oleize while attacking Stoumont. 

Q iiJll, you made this statoment in Freieing in August oi' 

1945,. didn't :rou? · you ~ew about it then f didn't you? 

A No. In my life I w& s driT1ng m ncr~s than 100 ottaoka &nd 
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it ia obvious that it takes o. long t imo to rami,mbor all th& details 

of an inoid&nt which ho.ppenad a yeor and a half ago. There -,.era many 

t h ings vh ioh did not boootr.e clear to mo Wltil I hoard them in court 

here. 

Q I will read t,,o more q~stiona and ansv.era, f'rom page 131 

nHow many m,n l'.ore in tnat unit? Anoll9r, That I c;lon 't know, all I 

saw 1'168 on the \aft qf the road, behind a ro w of hedges, ten or 12 

airplanee. 1'/e turned our turrste and do8troyed tho e.irplanos. At 

this mommt _,· ,..ere taken undor fire by eithor the poople who be­

longed to tM airport or from the outor sector or BlEU.nf<EN. Quos-

ion: l'tnat tilro of day was thiat Ans~r, It could hava beon a bout 

aight o'o l ook." 

· (lUte; aupon the f~rosoing Ma read 1n tho Chrrran languagc:i 

for the benefit of th, German 001.meel and the aooused, by tho in­

torprs ter •) 

Q Aro those ansfflrs oorrootT 

A Tho anew,ra .are correct. 'Ito statnrrent oonoerning tho timo 

ae r&latod to the six o 1 olook in Honsteld. 

Q v&n, did you enter Buellingon at eight o 1 olook or at nins 

o 1olookT 

A I 0111 1t aay that with certainty any n:.ore. 

Q '?rhat tim, MS it that you got to the arose roads south or 

A According to rny eatimate or today, approxima11.9ly 1330. It 

~ight have been aoimwhat earlier. 

Q Now do you rnember Tho hnd tho , lead vahicle there at the 

cross roads in Mal modyT 

A I thin~ lat Lt. Sternebeok. 

Q l'ihat makoa you bel isve that? 

A Starnebeok conducted the oolum--tha p6int, all ths timit. 

And I alall still ~awhhn in Engalsdort'~ h; ;,.a among those ta!UQI 'lllho 
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houses, and 1 .o.lao th:ink that he had had aotn5 combat with an Amri­

oan Sherman with the Amerioon Shermn 'Whioh I mntionad yesterday. 

Q It I recall it waain ragard to th9 testimony or tormi,r Lt. 

' Lary, where ho oe.id that tl\!3 leading tanks sprayed hie man ae 

thoy were trying to surrender. \\'ould that change your &llamr any 

about 1rho had the third tank? 

A No. 

Q l'ihat time did you get to LignuevilleY 

A In my e11tin.te, a short whil! ~fore 1400 • 

~ Couldn't have been 12 o 1olook, could it? 

A According to the ohronologiaal oequenoe as I eeo it today, 

No. 

Q i'lhat poeition in the oolU11'11 .,;aa ths vehicle you Wllre rid-

in,g -,;ban you got ix> L:ingu1nille. 

A At that ti.mi! I 11'118 under tho inpreaaion thot I l\1l8 the 

second or third whiolo. I testified yHterday that I stopped south 

of th~ oroH roads. I was tmder the i.Jcpreseion that there v,11,a no 

vehicle in b-ont or me and I .tMn motioned three halt-tracks and one 

Panzer 1n front or me. To pasa me by, ~ather. So that thaee "ere 

eure to be in f'ront or m, when I arrived in Engeledorl'. Aleo, at 

:that titm the rollotting ""ro in Engelsdorl' ror surt.1 Sternobeok, 

and p,rhaps one or b,o more tanks under hie oomnand. 

Q Did you say Sternebaok was in a l'e.rk IV or a PanHr'r 

A Btornebeok Me in a !lark IV• 

Q How I bdieve you te atii'ied yeeterday tN\t a Sherman tank 

MUS giving you trouble in Lignuevill• and that one ot your tanks 

lcnookad it out? 

A There, won eeveral Sharmane there, but at first I only saw 

one, or tmm, nnd it was blooked out. 

(Peipctr ·- oroaa). 
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QUESTIONS BY 111E Pl10SllCUTION (cont'd.): 

Q Did one or your tanks }p'took it out? 

A It must have been one of my tanks - all I know is 

that I lookod out of tho window and ordered it knocked out 

Q -rrith a rocket-launcher: it blew up in the air about that time. 

Q I thoueht you told me in Blankenheim, last fall,0 
that you personally lmocked it out? 

·~· 
A No, I said that I attempted to lmock it out. 

Q Well, did the crffl'I' from your 11 recon11 knock it out --

did they lmock out this tank? 

A I don 1t understand the question. 

Q Well, did either you, or anybody i'rom the crew of 

your llreoon1t knock out this tank?
0 

A I don't think so. Furthermore, I don 1 t think it was 

·O a tank but a hal.ttraok with a cannon mounted on it that knocked 

:lt out. 

Q Nmr, 'ffllat time wae it, lmen you left Lir;nueville? 

A It is hard to state tho time. I testified Y8aterday 

that I l.lpent about 4.5 minutes amonr, the turning ammunition · 

there in the house and this was a dtuation that was so ntreme­

ly unpleasant that ·one could easily IM.ke ' mistakes in time. M;y 

'Mlolo stay in Engel.sdorr rnieh,t have am:::,unted to an hour and a 

half -

___:.<2_. - Well,. are you trying to tell us now that eve~ing 
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you told us yesterday is innacurate, or a fi~nt of your imag­

ination and that•you don 1t really remember a~ing about this 

campaign? 

I I cave yesterda;y as clear a description of the cam-

paigJ1 ai, I am able to give today. After a ye e.r and a hall' I 

am no longer able to present a cchedule which is precisely up 

to the minute to the court. 

Q Well, you were in a better position last August to 

present a schedule than you are today, weren't you? 

A No • 

Q In other words , a difference o! six months doesn't 

make any difference to your memory, is that right? 

A Yes, it makes a great deal of difference, I have a 

pretty clear picture today, but in spite of thi111 I am not able 

to set do,m the times with uninpeachable aocur'acy. I have 

some times which I can use as standards for others, because nt 

those taoments I sent some racho messages. 

Q • Now, I vdll read to you two questions and asmrers 

f'rom the statement that you gave in Frei!ling, on the 2Sth and 

26th" of' Aug.1st, 194S: 

IIQ What did you do with these prisoners? 

11A I did nothing with the P\Y 1s 1 beoall;Be they 

didn't interest me whatsoever - my interest ffll.S Ligneuville 

and they interested me oven less because I saw thern comin& 

with their hands raised in surrender. We then entered Ligneu­

ville at top speed, received machine gun f'ire ahd got to approx­

imately the center of' the village. 11 

Now, at what time wao this? 

A It was at twelve o'clock noon. 

Q Now, ~re those answers correct? · J 

(• ...·,•:.:..\... ~: :/: .. ..,.. · 
(Peii,er - Cross) 
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R-237-3 A These answers are correct, ll'ith the exceptions of 

t lie tW:i stated. Furthermore, 1n this connection, the testi­

mony which I gave is missing to the effect that at the cross­

roads the persons concerned were not only IW 1s but they were 

also men l'l'ho were attempting to escape. 

DEFENSE (Mr. Strong): Correctiom rr •••and that we 

firod on them••• 11 • 

HJTL-aFR5Tim.: That I s correct. 

Q Is there oom:! part or this statoment thnt I am read-

ing from, regarding ,m:i.ch I haven 1t given you an opportunity 

to say whether it is correct? 

A I don I t understand that question? 

Q Well, I understood you to say that there was some 

pertinent part of this teetilllony that was left out, is that 

correct? 

A I did not mean 11 le£t out11 , I am merely certain that 

in some connection this is mentioned in here. 

Q Vfell, do you want me to rend anything from this state-

ment that haen 1t been read? I hand you this statement and ask 

you to .read it over a~d see ii' thore is any pertinent portion 

or it - the part that_you 1re referring to. 

(\'/hereupon the Proseouti on handed the ~tness the 

statement in question for the £01,ner1o perusal.) 

A It is not in hero. 

Q Now, I will read you another question and 13:nswer 

rrom this s tatemont: 

IIQ How did you lmow what time it was? 

11A I don't knDl'I'. I am just tieuring that it was 

twelve o'clock. In the cantor of the village that tnnk which 

.wat1 in front or me· ffllS knoclced . out by I Sbt1rman coming from the 

(Pol.per - ere:•) • 
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right. I reysel.f saw the She rman standing fifty rnet..e~s r i ght 

or me; he mis sta.rd.ing in a blind corner, so that I could not 

roach him ,nth 11\Y weapon. I then jumped out or 11\Y car, Jl\Y re­

con, with 11\Y crew and ran with close combat weapons into a 

house to knock out tJtls tank from the rear of the house through 

a window with a panzerfaust. In this moment, as I ran to the 

house, JI\Y recon car was also !mocked out. Theroupon we destroy­

ed the Sherman and vmnt out or the house the same way that lfe 

cane into the house and it was ai.ma:st impossible to stay there, 

because the ammunition from my recon car was explodinc at this 

ti.me. I then put the fire out on the three or four of 11\Y men 

· who were rolling themselves around on the ground, with tho aid 

of two others of 'rrty crmT, and bandaged the Adjutant of my 1st 

Battalion, \mo had been wounded as the first to.nk was knocked 

out. 11 

NoTt, is that nnswer corroot? 

A Yes. 

Q NmY, I ,·rill read to you, from page 19 ot this state-

ment, a question and an answer, 

IIQ What time did you leave Ligneuville? 

11A It could have been 1330 or 1400 hours. 11 

Novr, is that answer correct? 

A This statement ot time is basod on the time of twelve 

o'clock tor our arrival. I statod today that, according to my 

opinion now, it must have boen later. 

Q Then that statement isn't correct? 

A No. 

Q llow, , Tthen did you reach Stavelot? 

A In m::, opinio_n, at about 2000 or 2100 hours. 

Q · And -,,as t.li:at on th0 s.~venteenth? 



A Yes. 

Q NOYr, did you go into Stavelot 3.t this time? 

R-237-5 
A No. 

Q What happened? 

A It was irnpo~sible to to.lee tho to\ffl. The whole town 

was full or Am9rican vehicles and o vory large number or col­

umns were passing the tol'ln· from north to northvrest. With the 

weapons at our disposal, we fired into the town and attempted 

at loast to disturb the traffic or theso columns. Then an Amer­

ican column attacked tho road, but I can't say rrith certainty 

whethor this was in the eveninr,, or tho early morning hour.!!. 

Thia attack W'.:ls conducted by American infantry to our left £lank. 

0 I have already described yesterd.'ly how the terrain wa8 much 

higher on our lef't. We were in a closed lormntion on the road 

at the t:iJlle or this 8:ttack and we def'endod against the Ettack 

by directine the lire rrom the weapons on our vohicles to our 

left - the direction or tho attack. 

Q Now, at what time did this at.tack start? 

A I can I t say ror certain. 

0 Q Woll, was it dark? 

C) A Yes, it was dark: it was eittar nt night or in the 

early morning hours. It is po.!lsible that it was getting light 

already. 

Q Well, at what time did you attack Stavelot on the 

18th? 

A It was at about eight o 1olook, according to m:r esti-

mate today, 

Q Well, at what tima did you estimate in Freising that 

you attacked Stavelot? 

A I don't lmOlf that any more. 

(Peiper - Cross) 
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Q l'ihere did you spend the night before you attacked 

Stavelot? 

A I spent the night before Stavelot in Diefenthal I s 

vehicle and I went up to a house next to the river -in the 

morning, where I had a conference wi. th my commanding officers 

and it was there that ! ' ordered the attack i'or the next morn­

ing. I also ordered thnt the 7th Corupnny was to move towards 

the aOuth and try to get behind the eneucr and t ake Trois Ponts. 

Q How i'ar southeast of Stavelot was this place that 

you are referring to, where you spent the nir,ht? 

A I didn't spend tho nic}tt in a house, I said thnt I 

spent the night in Diefenthn.1 1a vehicle. 

Q Well, · this house that you entered, how far southeast 

of' Stavelot ,ras that? 

A In my estimate, about eight hundred or a thousand 

meters. 

Q Vfell, at what ti.me did you lea.vo there on ·the 18th? 

A At the beginning ot'' tho attacik. 

Q And at what t:lme do you estimat.e now that that was? 

A I have already said that, in my estimate, we attack-

ed at ·aoout eight o'clock. 

Q Well, did you order the killing of the eleven Atterican 

Pi'{ 1s and the three civilians that were found dead by that house 

on the 16th? 

A I neither ordered that, nor did I hear about it. 

Q Now, at what ti.me on the 18th did you reach La Gleize? 

A At about twelve o'clock noon. 

Q And at what time on the 18th did you leave La Oleize? 

A At about - well, do you mean me personally? 

Q '\'fell, you or your column? 

(Peiper - Cross) 
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A I just rode ~hrounb, 7ihich might have taken about 

three minutes. The middle part an:l the end of m;y column 

R-237-8 didn't go through La Gleize at all, since I had already turn­

ed around at the time when they reached La Gleizo and I or­

dered that that part or the column follO'orl.ng would be stopped. 

Q Well, did any vehicle follow you throur)1 La. Oleize? 

A Yes. 

Q At whnt t:IJoo did you ranch Choneux? 

. A I had an air attack ou~ide of Chenoux; this was 

about twelve-thirty, in my estimate. This air attack delayed 

us for about tffO to two and a half hours, as I have mentioned. 

In other words, that means that we arrived at Cheneux nt about 

1530. or 1600 hours? 

Q Are you pretty certain of that_ti.me? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, reading from page 20 or your statement, you 

hava been talking about your position before Stavelot on the 

l~th, and here is the question and the answers 

IIQ What time did the Amllrican oounter-attaok 

0 take place? 

"A I figure approxinately 1900 hours, it had 

just begun to get dark. 

11Q This ,ras on the 17th or December? 

"A Yes, because my omi. inf'antry strength was too 

weak and I decided not to attack until it got light the nooct 

day. I also tried to reccMoiter a new road by-passing Stavelot.11 

Now, are thoso anners correct? 

A no; I made a mistake here. 

Q All right;, I will read further from the queot.1.ons and 

0 

answers on pngo 20 o'!; yollr statement1-
(Peiper - Cross) ' 

http:Stavelot.11
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11Q l'lha. t time did you start out on tho morning 

of the 10th? 

11A I r,ould like to sny the folloltinc first: dur-

ing the night I co!llt.Utted an n:nnored group - thnt is to say a 

weakened panzer . company, which had the mission of reaching Troia 

Ponte (6698) by way of, Wannoranval (7197) and Aisomont (6997). 

During the nich,t, I only received One mess age i'rom this colllPany 

which notified me that they l/8~ rurudng into severe terrain 

ditficuJ.ties . On the 10th at 0600 hours I started the attack 

on Stavelot. At this time much demolition could be seen in 

Stavelot, especially three large gas dwops. The infantry ad­

vanced to the outsld.rts or the city, but they were stopped 

there because or a heavy trap that hod been erected in the out­

skirts of this city, behind llhich Sherman tanks and anti-tank 

weapons were standing. Beaides this, wo wane draTrinct artillery 

and :mti- tank fire from the northern flank. Because we had to 

tako tho bride;e in Stnvolot ~t :i.ny coot, bof'oro it was destroy­

ed, I novr had to advance at all oosts. I gave tho order ~ 

three Panthers to take a running start and at top speed ·crash 

dawn on to the tank trap. 

Now, is that answer correct? 

A In the main, that anower is correct•. 

(Poiper - c~~s) 
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Yesterday on direct cxo.minntion you testified 

· that tho a ttuck on Stownont begnn on the 19th of D8 cember 

ab.out 900 hours and that you captured some jo prisoners of 

,·~ar and that Stownont was taken at 1100 hours on the 19th. 

That is all correct, is it not? 

A That is correct with the exception of the fact 

_that I did not say we made only 30 prisoners o.r war. I said 

that at first I saw approximately JO nho rrere brought do.m . 

Q I will. read from the Record. (Reading): 

11Q \That date was that?11 

The answer just before that1 

11A I arrived in LaOleizo for t he sec;ond time 

about midnight. 

11Q What date waa that? 

11A That was nddnicht batwoen the 18th or 19th 

of D8 cember 144. 
11 Q What did you do then? 

11A I immediately proceeded to reconnoiter Stoumont. 

The results of the reconnai.asance Yfere that heavy enenw 

concentrations were in Stownont. Upon that I planned 

and prepared an attack on the tmm. or Stownont the 

early morning hours or tho 19th. 

11 Q Did you attack Stownont? 

11 A Yes. 

11Q Did you take tht? 'Vil.luge? 

11A Yes. 

11Q Did you soo any American prisoners there? 

11A Yes. 



''A Contrary to my first plan I was not able 

to attack Stou.mont at davm because there was a heavy 

fog. The attack began at ni ne o 1clock. The terrain 

was very unfavorable. I ·was hardly able to make use 

of ray tanks. The enellzy' had dominating positions, a 

· large numt er of anti-tank guns and tanks also. The 

attack itsel.f was studded with severe crises and in 

one of these crise::i the tanks of the Eattalion 

Poetschke attacking on the right flank proceeded to 

JJzy' back so· I gave Poetschke the order to take a hand 

in there at once. Poetachke himself left his tank, 

took a.hold of a rocket launcher, went over to every tank 

and threatened wory commander to · shoot him down at once 

if he would go back one more meter. In that manner the 

baclmard movement on this flank was stopped, while at 

the same time I myself organized everything that lTas lying 

in the ditch, including the Company Rumpf, for an attack 

on the town which made the decision. About tldr~y 

prisoners of war were brought back from the main enemy 

line of defense ,·,hich continued around the edge of town. 

Upon that I gave the order to send them on to La.Gleize 

at once. 11 

Is that testimony correct? 

A Yes. 

Q As a matter of fact, didn 1t the .attack on Stoumont 

begin at 600 hours on the 19th and that Stoumont was captured 

"ey 800 hours and you actually took 200 ,prisoners of war • 

. Are. those not the truo facts? 

: r '· ..:-,-. -~-- ,. '·. , K ° Ko, 



Q All right. I will read from page 23 of this 

statement that you gave at Freiaing. Thia question and 

answer. (rieading): · 
·, 

11Q Continue. 

11A After my reconnaissance had given me a clear 

picture of the enemy situation in Stoumont, I assembled 

for the attack on Stoumont at appraxirentely 0600 hours 

on the morning of the 19th. 'The troops that I had 

with me at that time was a grand conelomeration and 

mixture of all the units that I had with me at that 

tims. I had tanks from my own regiment, panzer 

grenadiers from the 2d Regiment, an AA unit of the 

air corps, an artillery bfl;ttalion of our own division 

artillery, and at least one reinforced company of para­

troopers, which were mOW1ted on my tanks during the whole 

advance. I had at the moot 6 tanks from the 2d Tanlc 

P.atta.lion, that is the Koenigetiger Battalion, and 

because the speed with which we were advancing was too . 

ereat for this unit arter Stavelot, they were unable .to 

keep up with us. The attack on Stoumont was a dif.ficult 

one because I couldn't attack with an extended armored 

.front and the point vehicles could only fight from the 

road. Enemy resistance was great and ,1as being 

constantly fed by troops corrd.ng in from the north and the 

west. This ,,as the first time that I wa~ able to realize 

that a.trengtheriod American opposition was in tha ma.king. 

Arter a.b_out 2 hours of combat Stoumont was t ·aken by my 

\ arucs. Vie'· c~~.~r~d appr~imately .20Q iuner~c~. so~diers. 
~ . . ' 

.The · ~eaten ene~ was , i'ollall"ed for app~oximately 5 .. . .,. 

http:corrd.ng


ldlometers and then we had to stop because we didn I t 

have a drop oi' gasolino left. At this time I tried 

' 
to take up communication l'lith my division by radio 

to ask them what steps had been taken aa far as 

Stavelot was concerned and when I could figure on 

supplies coming up to me .11 

Is that answer correct? 

A No. 

Q Yesterday you testified that on the 19th ii.t 1230 

hours you had a conference ln;th Knittel in LaGleize, that 

Knittel reported Stavelot had completely been retaken by the 

eneni;y and that you or.~ered him to turn around at once and to 

clean up Stavelot. Is that correct? 

A No, 

Q You did not testify to that yesterday? 

A I did not say yest.e~ay Stavelot waa completely 

taken by the enem;y again. But I said that there was serious 

dii'flculty ag~n in Stavelot. I think that Tras an error in 

the translation yesterday. 

Q I Will read this from the transcript or the Record 

yesterday. (Reading): 

11Q I will read the next peraaraph or the same 

statement. (Reading) : 

1From Obersturmbann!uehrer FEIPEn1s anawor, 
I ·conOluded that both pritJoners oi' war rrould be 
bumped off. The reason I thought so at that ti.nv3 
was l:ecau.se my company commzuu!er had told me that. 
we 1TOuld not take any prisoners or war, I myself' 
had shot an American, and I had seen a great number 
af dead American soldiers lying in the field before 
ENOEI.SDORF". As I Wll.s standing at this spot, I 
overheard Oberoturmbanni'uehrer PEIPER and Sturm­
banni'uehrer KNITTEL discussing an assio:nment or a ' 
mission Tthich K?lI_TTF.,I, had received i'rom PEIFER, but 
I ~d not underotund tho exact details or the 
mission.' 
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11 Did that happen?" 

And you answered; 

11A As far as the conclusion or. S0 rgcant lJotzhelro 

concerning the treatment of prisoners 01' war is 

concerned I cannot state anythine. As to the 

conference with Knittel, that happened at LaGleize 

at about 12 ;JO. 

11Q What was that concerenco about? 

11A Knittel reported at this time that only about 

twerthirds of the battalion had arrived in LaOleize 

and that the rest of it was lost somewhere tO\Tarda 

the rear because the enemy had completely ta.ken 

Stavelot again and that his vehicle situation would 

not continue in a westerly direction any longer. I 

then ordered him to turn around at onco, to cleat'\ up 

Stavalot and to ascertain •1Thether our main route of , 

supply which went throua;h Stavelot would be secure. 

Knittel asked me to make some tanks nvailat-lEi to him for 

this undertaking but I could not do that. and I had to s ond 

him away rather annoyedly at the time because that was not 

a veiy nice .mission for him. At that time the commander 

01' the 2nd Battalion or the Panzer Grenadier Re(P..Dlent 

reported to me. Gaptain Schnelle, nho had just passed 

through Sta.velpt made reports about the situation there 

to me and put his battalion under me • 11 

Was t~at tes,.;tim~ny ,correct? 

A • I hays al~P.dy state~ tho. t I di'd. not tes,t~ that 

Stavalo:, was oomplotaly taken by fhe enemy. A. lar8e number ot 
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errors in translations wore maie here. I did not tako any 

action as to that as ·I assumed thnt would be done on ·the 

part of the Prosecution or Dofense. 

Q What pa.rt of this do you want to change now? 

A I have already said Stavelot wns uot completely 

tacen by the enemy but we had serious difficulties With 

the enemy at Stavel~t. 

Q Is that the only thing you want to change? 

A Yes. 

Q I Will read the next question after this long 

one that I rend on page 23. Mot to break continuity I. will· 

read the last sentence of your previous answer. (Reading): 

11 ••••At this time I tried to take up communication 

with my division by radio to ask them ;rhat stops had 

been taken as far as Stavelot was concerned and 1rhen I 

could figure on supplies comit_lg up to me• 

11Q At what time ,,as this and what date? 

11A It was about 1000 hours on the 19th. I forgot to 

say a omething in regard to this. Cn the previous 

evening our reconnaissance battalion caught up with 

me., the commander of, the r?oonnaieeance battalion told me 

that Stav.Jlot was heavily occupied by the enemy and he 

was just. able to got throuBh and that our infantry was 

pinned dO'l'm. east of Stavelot. I ordered him to im­

mediately turn around., return to Stavelot, attack it 

from the west., relieve pressure from the infantry on the 

east and retake Stavclot. 11 

11Q Who was this COJmilallder of y~ reco,µt~sStµtce , 

baf:talion'l 
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11A Stu.rmba.nnfuehrer Kni ttel. 11 

Are those two ana\Ters correct? 

A I gave those answers according to my best re-

collection at the timo. I ho.ve already explained that 

that was my first interrogation and that was the picture, 

which I put together then. 

Q The fact that this t.ime would make a di.fference 

as to the culpability of yourself and some of your former 

comrades did not make any difference about you changing your 

statement, did it? . 

A Uy answers are given in such a manner that they 

Will serve the truth. I am today giving them according to the 

best of my rocollbction,' Trhioh, however, still lea~es the 

possibility of errors in them. 

Q Yoµ still con be wrong. in your ans,vers tpday? . 

A , That is humanlY. a bsolutely possible. 

Q · JJo·H about your anSlfcrs yesterday on direct examin-

ation? Is there any poosibi.lity that you were wrong there? 

A I have •lready. stated that according to tho OOet 

ot my ability to remember, the picture is such as I painted it 

yesterday. 

, Q Do you now say that Wornerts statement, ProsecutJ.on 

Exhibit 103, wherein he says hie tanks •entered Stoumont on the 

morning of the 19th of December at 0700 hours and that prisoners 

of War were shot at that time is untrue? 

A Yes, ~ say that With absolute certainty. 

Q Do you now- 9ay th11.t Sz~rak1 1~ s4tement, Pro~ec~~~on 

Exhibi~ 102, wherein 118 ~aye t~'at 'his, tO!lk e~iored ~toum.orl't .. 
• ~ • • • •'4• •• 
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between 0700 and 0800 hours and that prisoners or war were 

shot at that time ia stl.11 untrue? 

A Y8 s. 

Q Do you non say that Mikolaachek 1s statement, 

Prosecution Exhibit 100, wherein he says his tank enterod 

Stoumont between 7 and 8 A.M. on the 19th of December and 

that pr.ia_onera of war were shot at that time is untrue? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you n01v say that tho statement or Ritzer, 

Prosecution Exhibit 99, wherein ho says the srune as Szypersld. 

and llikolaschek is untrue? 

A Yes. 

PROSECUTI0U: I! the Court please, I rrould like 

to request that Hans _Hillig, Number 24, stand. 

PRESIDENT: Number 24, stand up. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q \Vill you take a look at numbar 24, Hana Hillig, 

and tell me whether on the 19th or December he \'fas under your 

command? 

A Y8 s. 

Q Do you deny that you ordered this accused Hans 

Hil;lig to kill an American P,7 on the 19th or December 1944 in 

Stoumont? 

A Yes. 

Q You stated yesterday that Sprenger told an untruth 

,,hen he said in his statement that Am9rico.n P,'fls were ld.lled 

in stoumont on the 19th or December 194h. 

A · Yes. 

Q .. Do you dony •that Sievers ohot any p;/ 1s in 



• 
Stoumont on the 19th of December 19411? 

A Completely. 

Q Do you deny that ho over tired at their feet in 

Stoumont on the 19th o.r Docomber 1944? 

A 1.!y foot? 

Q 'l'l).e feet of the prisoners or war. 

A. I know nothinc: of that. 

Q You testified that on the 21st of December You 

captured an J\Jnerican Uajor• 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ever in a aworn statement say that he was 

captured on the 20th oi' December 1944? 

A I think so. 

Q ·you were in error lThen you did, -ia that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You are certain he r,ao captured on _the 21st of 

De comber? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you keep him 1tith you continuously after the 

time he was captured? 

A Yes. 

Q I mean, was he in your presence all the time? 

A !lo, 

Q I will read from pago 29 of your statement, thio 

question and an6i'1er. (Reading): 

11Q 1'1hat happened to this American 1.!njor? 

11A I took him along t~ my CP and there 1n 
1 

those. mOlil'ents wtie:i °.± P.Or"son~liy had ·Doino' time ·I ·dis".:. ·· 
•• • • : • ·~ ·~. ··:.: · , ··(.' • ; • • < • •• • ··::: ••• ' • • • 

· cuss,ed t.lu}lgs
1 
With him and 'ho stayed with me· to· the e~d; 

; . 
(Peiper-Cross )I 
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Is that correct? 

A That is right. 

Q H0;, many P1'/' a did you havo when you ~vacuated 

Stoumont on the 21st? 

A I alr0ady testified yesterday, accord.inc to nzy-

ceneral estimate, 15'0 . 

Q Where did you keep these prisoners ,,hen they were 

in La.Gleize? 

A I personally did not quartar them. I ordered 

Lieutenant Colonel \Yesterhacen, who was in charge of Stoumont, 

that they be placed in cellars in order to be protected i'rom 

artilleey fire. I had never visited a prisoner of war in a 

cellar and never saw them. 

Q 

A 

so. 

\7ere they kept in more than one cell~? 

I cannot siate that 111th certainty ,but I assume 

Q I will read these tvro questions and answers on 

page 30 of your ata.tement made at Freisine. (Reading): 

11
Q Do these mesoengors furnish you cotmn1111cations 

while you are on the m.irch in column formation? 

11A No, not these. 

11Q Do you havo others that do? 

11
A If I designate them a.s such, yes. From 

LaGleize then in a counter-attack I eradicated the road 

block which had been erected by tho Americans, that is 

the one between La.Oleize and Stownont and led the 

WithdraiTa.l of m;y troops from Stownont.11 

Ara those answers correo~J ~ 

A , Yes. 
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Q What date are you r eferring to there? 

A Ttie 21st or Docember. 

Q I rr1ll read a couple more questions . (Reading) 1 

11Q How many prisonora oi' m.r did you have 

with you at this time? 

11A I cnn 1t say exactly. About 200 or 2so. 
11Q i'/hat did y011 do lTi th them? 

11A They were locked up in the basements in 

La Gleize. 11 

Are these two anevrers correct? 

A No; at one time, in f act, I even stated \Te had JOO 

prisoners . I myself did not ,rork on the number or iriBonera or 

war and the P1:iB °?ers ?£...,·rar who wore being taken. I had othor 

thinga to worry about, I did not have a clear view any mor!? at 

the time I madd tho statement. I r .emembor that at the conclusion 

of th:l oporation lThen reporting our success, wo had mentioned JOO 

prisoners of war. 

Q Your memory i9 not clo.ri.ficd by the fact that you 

cannot account for 100 or lSO prisoners of 1rar, is it? 

A . I can explain that completely. 

PROSECUTI0N1 I -notice it is now twel ve o'clock. 

At 0900 hours thio morning eOJOO undisclosed in!orma.tion was 

broueht to my attention, which makes it neceesa.ry to recal.J. 

Lieutenant Colonel UcCcmn for i'urthor cross examination and 

also this accused. tor cross examination. i'fo request permission 

to recall C~lonel lJcCom when he arrives for further cross 

examination and also to ·recall. thia witness for further cross 

examination . , J 

' LMf ~lll:lffiE!h I boliovo when this accused took 
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the stand the Defense announced that he would be recalled. 

Is that correct? 

DEFEIISE COUNSEL: T)-iat io correct. 

LAW lJEUBER: Ho , or couroo, io o.vailable. 

PROSECUTIO:{ : Will we be permitted to continue 

our cross examination? 

LAW Mal:BEn: Io that; agreeable to you? 

DE.t"i'E11SE COUNSEL: Yos, sir. 

LA\'t l!EL!BER: m,en is Colonol 1JcC07fn going to return? 

FROOECUTI0H: We have l'Yirod tor him. They are trying 

to stop him. I do not kncr.r what ouccose they are having. 

PRESIDEHT: · Court nill adjourn to 0830 hours Uonday 

,m_orning, 24 June 1946, 

(\Thereupon Court adjourned to 0030 hours ~ nday .morning, 

24 Juno 1946, ) 
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.ulNUJI I h PART C et IIJTJ!LLIGEN<m 
NOTES llo ; 43 dated 6 J.AIIVART 1945. 

BDIBD \be OEljljAN LDQfl 

LUera.117 t.bouaanda of P'la have gl• eu their nralen of what goea n 
wUb.la Oenan unit.a. J a erttabl7 \hi e 1• caleured by a large variet y •f 
t achra. Pl'a who give the 11011\ lll!araatloa. are frequeatl7 lho.. who a re 
browaed off wUb tb.dr uU, their ofU cora, ud tlle • r, aad t.belr ac­
oewata reflect. ibte fealUC, often • re aub tlT tlaan la apparea\, O\hera 
fall la tko faa111ar oa\epey of "anld.aua h plea••" , aad \My t nd ta 
gin what we .., k hear. Ylaal.17, Pl'a at to11pt '41 naluate \M WMle 
o~, t.ke battal.iea, the recl••t, ena. tile dlvidea wl\11 u. ac'1&&1 
tuwl•dae of 11\tl• •r• tua \heir en. plat.ea. ~ a reault, a real.IT 
ebjeottTe rei,.rt h u. u:au.wal occurreaoe. 

1'119 followlac acoount, wrUt1111 b7 an ••rican battalion oo.aander 1 

wbo •• captured and later e1caped1 le such a oa" and, wl t1l ona or \wo 
atnor deletlon1 1 lt repro4uoe4 in lte entlret7. 

"On t.ba aftemoon of 21 Dec about 1600, I, ,q radio operator, an4 
. ord.eri,, were captuNd b7 a Oerwan pat rol. I -., taken baolr: t.o \be aatn 

hea4quart.en at I.A. GUIIZI, paetinc tbrouch ,neral area• when nn flcht.a 
flN &Qin& on between ao- •n and the wrrounded OerMna. ln LA. OIJllZI l 
•• t.aali to the oellar cont aininc tbe c o1111&11der of the O.raan t roop• 
wboH DaM I later f ound out •• Lt Ool Peiper, l Tank Jlllglllent l II Pair 
1er Dintlon Adolf Bitler, .AD. interpreter who bad 9J)8nt 16 7....n 1n Ohl .. 
cap, USA, eene4 at tnt.erpnter. J later found ou t that the -Jorit7 
of 0el'IIIID. oftloere apolm Jlncl.llb fatri,, nll, the Colonel apenl a few 
.S.•h• t17lnc to cat tactical intonation fro• M 'bu.t ••inc \he att••t 
•• wort.hleH, eent • a~ -..111., and I •• \hen MI.Dn to a oellar oon. 
t.alnlnc a Oeraan 2nd Lt and ernnl hl&h-ranld.DC 1001; tbq wen 4reeN4 
n17 faultleeal.)- 1n. their black Pan.Hr unlforae each with H'Hral 

http:hl&h-ranld.DC
http:hea4quart.en
http:Ylaal.17
http:mlt>PB.AN


decora\lone. l aental}T noted at tho tlae that thh would probabl7 
turn out to be one of their 1bluff 1 attempte to get intor...tion. All 
o'f the e'ffecte were there - l waa placed in a cbair, apart froa the 
other oocupantl of the cellar, where the light of a a-.U aleotric 
bulb would fall a&inl.J' upon rq face lea.Ting the r ut of the rooa in 
eeJd.-darkneH. Ona of the NOOa drew hie IAlger, examined hi • clip , 
reloaded the weapon and laid it on the table in front of hia. l t •• 
with d1ff1cult7 that l managed to auppreu a •11• at thaaa obvioual.7 
atudied and rahearHd prep&rationa in a place ao identical with what 
intelligence officer• bade in the Statea teach our troop• to axpe c\ 
when in the hand.a of the ene-,.. 1he onl.7 d1atract1ng feature to an 
otherwiae perfect aetting, ae far a• they wercooncern.ed, -.a the fre­
quent crashing of an .Aaario"11 artillery concentration aoi,etlJaaa qui ta 
uncomfortabl.7 cloee. 'Iba next thirty nima.tn wa• apent in an attempt 
to extract fro• • the intonation l had refuaed to g1Ye the 00111UJ1dar 
earlier that afternoon. 1 wae wrprieed to aee that a• -, failure to 
respond to tbdr threatening• continued they grew no angrier bu.t instead 
eeene4 to .\oae intereat in tha procedure. nna117, l we.a taken to 
another cellar 1'1l.ere a warrant officee aearebed .., thoroll&hly, tald.nc 
,q flaahlight and knife but leaYing 119 rq wriat watch, ring, a little 
food l ... carrying, and ,q paraonal. papera. l -.a oonduoted to a Ter, 
uall cellar which contained fO\lr other .Aaerican officers, all Li~ 
tenant. of rq own reglaent. We exchanged intonation about our preaent 
ei tuation. 

turlng the entire tille I •• in thh town I gatherad all the 1nfor­
aat1on t could 'froa other captivea aa well ae Oor-.n officer• and •n 
(who talked to a aurpriaing degree) abo\lt the etnngth, dhpoeitlon and 
condition of the Oenana in tba.t area. The Oeraalla in the LA GI.BID 
pocket wore part of l SB Pant1er Dh1.aion Adolf Hitler. Lt Col Peiper • 
nora.lly a r ogi•ntal Collll&Jlder - 00-nded th1• coluan, which oonaia\ed. 
of aore than hh regular oOIIIIILDd. I learned la.tar that the L.L GI.KID 
pocket oonaiated of onl.7 a portion of hie colum, a conald.erable por'1on 
being near 8!.&.'YlliOT, the reaaindar near TROIS PONTS and further back 
on the ro•t• o'f the breakthroll&b-

The ini tlal ordar to Col Peiper contained the inforaatlon. t hat he 
could not expect nppliea fron tba rear during the attack, that he wo11ld 
capture both pa and food for nbahtenoe. ktra .-nition •• carried, 
and atriot order• apinat waatage of amnition ware eapbaghede 

I did ,q beat to deteraine the obJeoUna of thia v.nt.t and gained 
fro• aenral aoure•• aaong t he Oeraan offioera and ..u that thta dh1.aion. 
woald be the firat eb-nt in LUO:& and. M.USTRIOH!. Col Pet.per qa.e.-. 
tioned • fruitleaai, aenral tiaea abO\lt road and bridge con41 tiona in 
tbe IIAASTRICB'l o.na. 

.An uastng fact to ae wa• th.a 10-.th of the ...bera o'f tbia Organi ... 
Uoa - the bulk of the enlieted •n were either 18 or 19, reoentl.7 re­
crllited. but froa.,,, obaenationa lhorOll.&hl7 tratnect. 1here •• a «ooa. 
aprinkling of both prifttea and ICOa fro• the yeara of a..Hian fighlt.nc: . 
'ff,,e offioera tor the aoet part wrre nterana but were alao ney yo.ang. 
Col Peiper waa 29 ,-eara old, hia tank battalion co11111uuler •• 3); ht• 
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• • captain• and lleutenanta ran froa 19 T..J'• to 4' 7ear11 of age . Di• 
• oral• wa• h i gh thrCNpo•t the entire perl<1d I•• w1 th th•• deapi t a 
the extreael.7 t17i ng oonditlona. 'lhe diacl pline waa Terr good. 'D:ie 
nolN diaclpllne on the n.igbt a oveMnta - which I will mention l ater -
waa ao perfect that I could ha~ belieTe th&t they could accompliah 
1t. The phyalcal condi tlon ot all pareonnel •• good, except tor a 
laolc of proper food, which 1ftLe apparent aore atrongl.7 ju.at befoN I 
eacaped troa the unit. IJ!ta eqllii;aent waa good and complete with the 
exception of •o• reoonditloned halt-track• aaong the motorised equip­
Mnt. ill aen 1'0re practlcall)r nBw boote and had adequate clothin&• 
Soae l'll!ln wore parla of Aaerican :anifoma, •inly the knit cap, gloTee, 
aweatera, OTerahoea, and one or two O'Yercoata. I aaw no one, howenr, 
in Aaertcan W"lltonaa or in c1T111an cloth••• The relatlonahlp between 
the otficara and aen, partlcularl,- the oomaanding officer, Col Peiper, 
wa.e oloaer and aore friendl.7 than I would N\Ye expected. On aneral 
occaaiona ·Ool Peiper Yieited hh wou.nded, and IIBl1Y' Uaea, ae we "81'9 
cliabing the ateep hilla I aaw h i • apealc a couple of cheering word.a 
and gin a alap of encoura geaent on the back of heaTil.7 loaded aon. 

Later on durinc the night of 2l Deoeaber at approxi•tel.T 2300 I 
•• again talmn to the cellar headquarter• of Col Peiper. I fc:,an4 
hia in a Teey awb different aood fro• ht• forw.er cold iaperaonal atti­
tude. He and I tallmd together froa 2300 ud.11 0500 the next aorning.­
ov aubject being mainlJ' hie defence of Nadh• and whT Oel'IUJ11' •• 
f1cht1nc• I haYe aet few aen 1fflo illpreHed ae in •• lhort a space of 
ti• a• 414 thh Oeraan ottieer. He wa• approdaatel7 5 ft 8 inch•• 
in height, 140 lba in weigbt, lone dark hair combed atraigbt back, 
•trai&ht weJ.l-abaped feature•, with remarkable facial reaeablance to 
the aotor, RaT Mil.land. He le the bolder of the Iron CroH with oak 
lean, and bad foa.gb.t tn lbl.Hta for a lone period of tl• and brief17 
at MORT.AIR and CAD'. 

He wa• ooaplet.ei,- confident o'! Oera&ZQ''• abtllt7 to whip the 41.11•.. 
Be apob of Biaml.er'• new reael"TII al'll,Y q_utto at le04th u.yiJlC that it 
contained. ao many new 4.1.Tiaione, both amound and otherw1H, that ou.r 
0-2• would wonder where the7 all C&ll8 fr01a. Be did hi• beat to find. 
o•t froa .•• the w.oceH V-1 and V-2 wore haflng and told ., that aon 
aeoret weaponn like tho•• would be unlooaed. He u.14 a new aubmarine 
canpai&n la al.ea opening 11.p and the1 had been told iha\ there bad been 
oonaiderable tonnage sunk in the h,gli1h Channel just recantl.T by the 
new underwater attack. The Gitraan .Air :rare•, he aaid, would now oo• 
forth with nany- new tn,ea and which - althou.&h inferior in. ma.bar to 
the Al.lie• - ,rould be aiperior in. quality and would aufftce their need• 
to co•er their brealcthroagh in m:LOIUM and HOLLAHD and later to th• 
J'renob coaat. 

Concerning treat.-ent of prhonera b,- the BS, I cnn atate that at no 
ti• were the prbonera ot tbia orpnlat\tion aiatreated. :food waa 
aoaroe, but it waa n.earl7 aa good •• that 11.Nd b1 the Oerana theneelfl.. 
lfl\e Aalerican. prt.eonen were al"'7• gl-Yen. cellar apace to proteot tha. 
froa the exceedingly- heav Anerican. artill&r7 barrace•• I wa• talcen 
for a brief period to the aain priaoner 1nclonre which waa a large two­
roo•, well oonatructed cellar quite superior to ~ I •• l.n L.l GLJUZI. 
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The MD were co itiderab1y oTeroro"ded and were a.::: oatng the guard• 
to bull;J" the• a little. I Ol"8J'1lh&d the entire group ot •om 130 into 
••ct1ona, appointed. a Yi.rat Sergeant And laid down a f ew rule• concern­
ing rotation •leaping, urinating, equality and diatributlon of food and 
got the 0eflllt.ll warrant o!ti cer in charge of the pri aonera ae ttled upon 
a fai r er aethod a! girtng water to priaonera and p ro'rl.ding Tentilatlon. 

· I wa.e talmn back the aorninc of 22 Deceaiber and again placed in the 
--.11 cell ar w1 th the four other Arlerican oft1oa ra. .Ul that dq Ameri­
can artilleey pounded the town inoeaao.ntl.7, eTen the guard detachllent • 
conailtlng of 5 Oen&an• - cane down into our cellar, heaTilT oTarcrowdinc 
the tint r ooa, In the afternoon a 105 ehell -.de a direct hit on the 
-.11 of our cellar, throwing the OeN&n a1tting bea14e ae halt-WR¥ aorou 
the rooa. .A hole approximatel.7 2t f t in diaaeter waa knocla!id .in the 
wall, Lt Henle7 and Lt Younan• of IQ'" Regi ment helped pull the Oermm 
out fr011 under the rubble and ac,t hia on the floor of the unda.naged part 
of the cellar, ftthin a few aimlte• another ahell landed a few feet 
ouhide the hole in the cella r wall and thrapnel and stone fle w through 
the rooa. Lt Henle7 wn.a killed instantl7 and three Oeraan• were wounded, 
One of the Germana died within about thirty- ainutH, We adninhtered 
fi ra t aid. •• well • • we coul d, Yor aeYeral boura, while the ahelllnc 
continued without appreo1able let- up , the dead and wounded, together wi t h 
thoae who were unhurt, were en.aped cl oae together in the unharmed half 
of the 811&11 cel lar, 

late in the afternoon partiea ot .American enliatad 11&n cane to the 
cellar and NllaOYed the dead and wounded; the litter bearers tol d • that 
Oer..n ca11U&l t iaa had bee n he&-yy- throughout the t own. 

late i n the afternoon ot 23 Dao•ber I wa• called once aore t o Col 
Peiper ' • h&adquar tera , He told • that he ha.d reoei Yod ordera f ron the 
ooJR&nd1nc general to gh a up h t • poai t ion and withdraw to the k at \o 
the nu.reat Oenaan. troopa. He •id tha\ he knew it to be lllJ)OHlbl• to 
•" 11!Q' of hia nhiclea, - that it would have to be a foot withd.ra-.1. 
Hia l anediat e concern was what to do w1 th the M erican priaonera ~ of 
which he had nearly- 150, aa well a a hi• own wounded. He dictated to • 
a plan of exchange whareb7 he would lea ·.-e a ll American priaonera under 
the oolDRJld of the ..n1or Pl, a Captain, to be turned. oYor to the Arieri• 
can coanander a a the Anerican.• enteNd the town the next ~- He aaid 
that hh WO\IDd&d would al•o be left in t he cellara of LA. OLMIZI and that 
he would lea .,.. a OelWUl ae41cal officer in charge of th••• He had pre­
Tloual.7 lef \ a oon•iderable nuaber of -.owuled. i n t he ohateau a\ SroJMotr'i' 
which had alr~ been captur ed b7 Aaericana, In ezchance for the Amert­
CAil priaoner a, all Oenan woun.Md would be tumed. oYer to the l 18 Pan­
Hr Dirtaion whe reYer the7 11tght be when the wounded we re a H ecbled. I 
would then be releaasd back to t he .Aaerican llnea •• I would be Ule onl7 
prtaoner re tained during the f oot -,ye-..n\ of the Germana laat troa LA 
OI&I ZI. I told Col Peiper that I could not ctn bia an:, aaauranc• t hat 
the exobanp WO\lld be carried out a • 1\ •• a •Uer tor hi gher h•a4-
quartera. He aaid tha t be tul.17 underatood, ud. all of the plan con­
cerninc the Aaerlcan priaonera -.a carried out a a alreac!T ata.ted, 

"11 durin& t he ni ght of 23-24 Decetab&r plo.na were laid for the 
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e'facuaUon ot OLEIZB. At 0300 a4 Deceaber the toot colUJlll bepn to 
aon. Col Peiper and I 110vod iim1Jdiately behind the point , the remainder 
of hi• depleted regi•ent to llo1'1ng in aingle fi l e . Col Peiper told ae 
t ho. t he had BOO •n to eft.cuate. 1 later watched the colwm pasa three 
aeparate ti.Jtea , and thie nuuber waa correct accordinc to .,- own eatimate. 

We oronad the L 1.lMBLJl!VX rinr near LA GT.XIZJC on a amall highftrT 
bridge iral'MdiatalT undernaath the railroAd bridge and moTed generall7 
aouth cliabing higher and hichar on the ridp line. At 0500 we haard 
the first tank blow up, anc\ inaide ot thirty al.au.tea tha entire area 
tormerl.7 occupied b1' Col Peiper'• oorllt!l.!UUl waa a aea ot tieroal,T bu.mine 
Tehiolaa, the work of the alllll.l detaohJlent he Md left behind to coaplete 
deatruoUon ot all of hia equipaent. He told ne later that there were 
a tow nhiolaa he bad not deatro,-ed. 1 could not aaoertain the exact 
r eaaon 11ffl,1'. 

The foot ooltllln waa cloaed into a t hiokl.y wooded dope on a •er,­
high hill, Col Peiper, hi• ata.ff and .,-aelf "1th ,q two guard• apent 
all dq of the 34th reoonnoi terin« tor a route to rejoin other Oera&n 
tore••• Ho food waa an.ilable at arq tiJM attar we lef t LA. OLZIZI: the 
oni,, aubahtence 1 receind wae f our e11a.ll piecea of dried biacuit and 
two awl.low• of cognac which one of the junior officera gan me. 'lhe 
Ger.an regiaental au"geon laterp.n ae one p iece of Cba raa 01U1dy, the 
IU&a,r of which did ae lots of good durtnc the later lone mRrch , At 
1700, just before dark, the column started 110'0.n« again on the aelected 
route; we pu.ahed down into a valley in aingla oolUJm wt. th a hoaTi17 
an1ed point out ahead. The noiff aade by the entire BOO.an group wu.a 
eo little that I balien .., could han paned within 3XI yarda of an 
outpost wt thout detect ion. .h t he point n&ared the baae of the hill 1 
could hear qui te clearly an Jael"loan TOice call out ltf\al.t a lho 1• 
theret • 'l!le challenge wne r epeat•d thren ti••• then the Aaerican 
aent17 t ired three shot•• A .,.,nt later the order catte alone the col­
UJIJl to turn a r ound and moff baclr: up th• hill. !he entire column wae 
halt-_,. baolr: up the h11laide in a •err few a:inutea. A Oeran paned 
b7 • limping. He waa undoubted.17 leading the point, a• he had ju9' 
recelwd a bull et throu&h the leg. nte colonel epolr:e brie!q to hi• 
but would not permit the ..dico• to put on a dreeainc; he f ell in the 
oolUJlll and continued 110'0.ng on w1 thout ttret a id. !he point 110Ted 
alone the aide of the hill f or a dhtano• ot a half nile, then again 
t urned down into the nlle7, thia tiae pa.Hin& undetected throagh the 
Talle7 and the pa"'9d roAd which ran alone the baee. BeTeral .Aaerioan 
Yahicle9 •chopped" the colUJm but at no tl•e waa ih pre•ance detected. 
!he entire 800 aen were eloaad into the tree1 011. the other ald.e of the 
n.lle7 in an aaaaincly abort period of ti•• 

1 could tell then that Col Peiper wa• bft.alng hh dir•etlon of aoTe­
•nt on the e%ploa1on of .Aaerloan. artillery fire ai the probabl8 loca­
Uon of hla friendly- f ore••• Ria lnfonetlon aa \o the present front 
llnH of both eidea ..,. aa meagre •• ,q own. •• he had no n.dio and no 
othe r outside contact. He continuousl y aonwlted hie •P, indicatlnc 
t hat he •• quite tborOU&hl-7 loat. • oontiDWld a o'f'iDC f ro• that 11• 
on oonttnuoual)'" up and down the nagged hills, craning a-.11 atreua. 
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pu ahinc through thick undergrowth and ataying oft and away fro• road• 
and Tllla&e• • At around 23)0 Col Peiper, hh heC'lltive, and hi• S-3 
dhappeared troa the for ward c oarand group. I and ST two guard• were 
placed in charge of the re p a ental. aurgeon who aa faail i ar Bed CroH 
bundle on hi• back made it eaay f or ae to walk behind. I tried in 
TaiD to find ou t whe re Col Peiper went: one friendl.T enlhted -.n of 
Col Peiper'• hoadquart ere told me t hat Col Peiper wn.1 Terr tired, and 
I bellne that he and a few eelected me•bere of hie 1taff met han 
holed up in eoae ieolated bouee for f ood and reat, - to be een t for 
fro• the JMin body aftery they had located friendly' fore• •• 

'l'h.e obo.nge of coamand of the unit &lao wrou&ht a change in. 118thod 
of hnndling the •n. A TO'WlC captain in charge of the lending oo~ 
operated Tory oloee to me and ~ knowle d&o of Latin aa well aa the 
German I had p iclmd up enabl ed me t o underatand to eo1H degree praotio­
al.q en17 order he iaaued. I heard him tell ~ gta rd.a to ahoot ae if 
I ah.owed the alighteat int ention of eaoapinc, parUoula rlT when we 
neared .Nlerioana. lltoroaa Col Peiper had giTen a rAat "braalt" eTe17 
hour or ao, there were no "bl"eaka" g1Ton under the new coimand f rom that 
ti• until I eaoaped. The oountey we were now pA.aaing through wna the 
mos t ruggad we had ;yet an.countered. All of the offioera were cont1m­
oual7 e:lhorttnc the •n to greater effort and to laugh at wakneH. I 
waa not eo."71.nc anything except '111' canteen, which waa empt71 bJ.t I 
know froa IQ' own llh¥s1oal reaction how tired the Mn w1 th heaTY weapone 
load 11\1.a\ baff been. 

I heard repeated apin and again. the warning tha t i f ~ -.n fell 
b•h1nd the tail ot the oolwm be would b• ahot. I aaw aom aen crawling 
on band• and kneaa. I aaw others who wre wounded but who were beinc: 
1111pported by co11radea up the ataep alope•; there were f'Ull.J' two dosen 
woun4-d 1n the colunn, the -.Jori t y of whom were going alone quite well 
by the•eelffae 'lbere wna one oapta1n wbo -.a rather HTerely' wounded, 
the colonel had told ae, who 110Tad alone Wp?()rted b7 aother officer 
and a medical lfOO and was atill wt th the unit the la•' J •• of bi• 

Ill approached nr,- cloae to "here artillctry tire wa• landinc and 
the point puahed into Derioan linea throe ti..• and turned back. I 
belieff the Gernana had aeTeral killed 1n theN atte111>ta• :r1na1i,, the 
oolll&nder deo19d to awing oTer the ridge and ooM down in ,he next 
'18.lle7 and try to reaoh their linoa. I we.a f iI'ml1' conYinoed by thla 
time that they did not know where they were on the aap aa there ,..re 
oontinuoua urgunenta fro• aaong the Junior of ficer• a• the7 held their 
conferancee. A.t around aidni&ht the cond1tion ot the men •• auoh tha, 
a halt would haff to be pven and warmth and food provided. I beard 
the captain aay that he would atteapt to l ocate a mall Tillage wh11r• 
the unit could hole up for the reat of the night. At aP)>roll•telT 
0100 I belieTa I h•rd. word co• back that a amall town wo.a to the front 
which would .,.ffice. At thi I t1.. I •• not forward near the point, -
~ guard.a held • back noar the poeiUon whlch wae occupied b7 the 
ooffrinc force between the Tilla{;e and the weat, - that 1a to •a¥, 
\on.rd• the .Aaerioan rear. 

1'1• outpoat had Al.ready 110ved i nto poai tion before firi~ broke out 
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• • not Teey tar froa where I •a• atandtnc. lq- guard• and I hit the ground, 
tracer b\u.lete flaahed all around ue, and we could bear the aachlne gun 
"tru.lleh outtin& the tree• Tor, cloae oTer ua. 'l'be American unit, which 
I later found out wa• a OollJ)(LDl', droTe forward a&ain to clear what it 
obTiou1ly thought waa a •tray patrol, thi1 tl• ueing 110rtar tire a• 
well. 'l'ba aortar fire fell all around on the Geru.n podtion. I do 
not know if rq guard.a were lujured or not - ehra.pnel cut the treaa all 
arOI.Uld ue. The .Aaorlcan machine gun and rina f'lre "8.a wry auperior 
to tb.n.t of the ooTerin& force. I could hear ootuanda bein& ahouted in 
l:oth German and Eng:Uah with the latter predoninating. 'lbere waa oon­
aiderabl• IIOTtnaent around 11e in the d.arkneH. I lq 11till for ao• Uae 
wait i ng for one of rq Cll9.rds to ciTe _, a co-nd. .A.ftar so• ti• I 
aroee oautlouaq and begM. to ..,.,.. at right anglaa fro• the direction of 
th• .Allerican attack watching caretu.117 to rq rear to aee if iuvone waa 
oonrlna me or followlna: •• After moving approti•tet,' 100 yards I 
tumad and "°"'ad directl7 toward the d1reot1on troJt which the AmeriCAn 
attack had come. I can remeaber that I whhtled soma .b.erican tunebut 
I luwe forgotten wbioh one it wa•, I had not gone over 000 yard• before 
I wna challenged b7 an Anerican outpo•t of the 82nd Airborne D:lY1eion. 11 

c. w. P:&IICJI, 
Colonel, Int., 
Deput7 Chief ot Dh1.eiOD 
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