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\MEMORIAL TO UNITED STATES PRISONERS OF 
·NAR WHO WERE T~ VICTI~IB OF NAZ I CRUELTY 
AT BAUGNE Z ( F IVE POINTS ) , BELGIUr.r , 17 DEC
E~:IBER 19LiJ+ , ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF 
BELGIUM. THIS ATROCITY IS COM~70NLY REF
ERRED TO AS n THE MALT.'lEDY :tvT.ASSACRE'' •\ 

1SURVIVORS OF11 THE MALMEDY MASSACRE" .VHO APPEARED AS ',V ITNESSES 
_.,,. ,,..._ . \ jAT THE TRIAL . READING LEFT TO RIGJiT : CARL ROBERT DAUB , , . Co lebrook , Pa . , VIRGIL P . LARY , Lexington, Ky ., 1.'"EH·~TH E . 

KINGSTON , Allentown, Pa ., 1.~~TIIBTH E . AH~RNS , Erie , Pa . , 
( All of Batte r y "B", 285th Field Artillery Obs ervation En.), 
HOM~R D. FORD , Leeton, Mis souri, ( Co. "C" 5 1 8th M. P . Bn.), 
an d SAMUEL DOBYNS , Sandusky , Ohio, (575t h Ambulance Co.). 

ABOVE PICTUrt~S TAIIBN 9 APRIL 1946 
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on the 

MALMEDY CASE 
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Camp DACHAU, GERMANY 

! lo 
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PRE PARED BY 
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Reprod uc~d by Headquarter European Aviation Engiut>er Command 
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MALMEDY CASE 
War Crimes Trial 

• 
(].) 

1-:) of ther-1 
0 L. SS-A. H. 0 

NATURE OF THIS CASE - The accused are charged with violating the laws 
and Uses of War in that they murdered American prisoners of war and non
combatant allied civilians during a German offensive on the Western front in 
the months of December 1944 and January 1945. 

THE FACTS OF THIS CASE - The prosecution expects to prove: 

A German counter offensive in the West was planned in the late fall of 1944 
aimed at breaking through the allied lines for a swift dash to the coast and the 
capture of Antwerp. This offensive is commonly referred to by Americans as 
the Rundstedt Offensive, the Ardennes Offensive, or the Battle of the Bulge. 
The accused before the court generally refer to their particular part of this 
offensive as the Eifel Offensive since it sprang from the region of the Eitel 
Mountains. 

One of the German thrusts in the overall drive was a combat group com
manded by one of the accused, Joachim PEIPER, Regimental Commander of the 
1st SS Panzer Regt., 1st SS Panzer Div., LSSAH. This group is frequently referred 
to as Kampfgruppe (combat group) PEIPER. The first objective of this combat 
group was to establish, hold, and secure a bridge-head across the Meuse River. 

PEIPER'S Regiment was a part of the 1st SS Panzer Division, LSSAH, com
manded by Willibald MOHNKE, still at large. The 1st SS Panzer Division LSSAH, 
was a part of the 1st SS Panzer Corps, commanded by the accused Hermann 
PRIESS. The 1st SS Panzer Corps was a part of the 6th SS Panzer Army, com
manded by the accused, Josef (Sepp) DIETRICH, whose Chief of Staff was the 
accused Friz KRAEMER. 

The component elements of PEIPER'S combat group were the: 
1st SS Pz. Bn., commanded by a Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE believed to be 

deceased. 

There were four companies in this battalion: 
1st SS Pz. Co. (a Mark V Co.), commanded ty Obersturmfuehrer KREMSER, 

believed to be at large and not a named accused before lhis court. 
2nd SS Pz. Co. (a Mark V Co.), commanded by Obersturmfuehrer Friedrich 

CHRIST, one of the accused. 
6th SS Pz. Co. (a Mark IV Co.) commanded by Obersturmfuehrer Benoni 

JUNKER, one of the accused. 
7th SS Pz. Co. (a Mark IV Co.), commanded by Hauptsturmfuehr r Oskar 

KLINGELHOEFER, one of the accused. 
3rd SS Pz. Gr. Bn. - of the 2nd Pz. Gr. Rgt. LSSAH, which Bn. was commanded 

by Sturmbannfuehrer Josef DIEFENTHAL, one of the accused. 



Court Room Scene 
IIalmedy ilassacro 1.Var Crimes Trial 

Left to R ~ht : President of the Court , 
Br~s . Gen . Josiah T. Dalbey , and Law 
..,1ember , Col A. H • .l osenfeld . 

There were four companies in this battalion: 
9th Pz. Gr. Co. - commanded by Obersturmhiehrer LEIKE, where-abouts 

unknown, and not a named accused before this court. 

10th Pz. Gr. Co. - commanded by Obersturmfuehrer Georg PREUSS, one 
of the accused. 

11th Pz. Gr. Co. - commanded by Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARDT, 
one of the accused. 

12th Pz. Gr. Co. - commanded by Obersturmfuehrer J ochen THIELE, 
believed to be still at large and not a named accused before this court 

There were also two Pioneer (Engineer) Companies : 
9th Pz. Pi. Co. - Organic to the 1st Pz. Rgt. - commanded by Obersturm

fuehrer Erich RUMPF, one of the accused. 
3rd Pz. Pi. Co. - One of the companies from the Division (1st SS Pz. Div.) 

Engineer Battalion, which company was commanded by Obersturm
fuehrer Franz · SIEVERS, one of the accused. 

1st SS Pz. Recon. Bn. LSSAH - Commanded by Sturmbannfuehrer Gustav 
KNITTEL, one of the accused. 

There were eight companies in this bc1ttalion one of which was the: 
2nd SS Recon. Co. - Commanded by Obersturmfuehrer Manfred CO BLENZ, 

· one of the accused. 

Other units of the combat group were : 

Hqs Co. 1st SS Pz. Bn. 
Hqs Co. 3rd Pz. Gr. Bn. 
Hqs Co. 1st SS Pz. Rgt. 
501st Heavy Tank Bn. 
Divisional Artillery Troops. 
Divisional Anti-Aircraft Troops. 

The general assembly area for the elements of the combat group was woods 
in the vicinity of BLANKENHEIM, Germany. Prior to assembling there, most if 
not all of the units were in the general area of EUSKIRCHEN. 

The offensive began on 16th December 1944. A few days prior thereto, orders 
were issued by the 6th SS Pz. Army (commanded by DIETRICH) thru the 1st 
SS Pz. Corps (commanded by PRIESS) thru the 1st SS Pz. Div., LSSAH (com
manded by MOHNKE) to the 1st SS Pz. Regiment (commanded by PEIPER) that 
the offensive would be fought in a ruthless manner, that methods would be 
employed to spread terror and panic among enemy troops and the enemy civilian 
population, that the old rules would be cast aside, that humane inhibitions would 
not be shown, that prisoners of war and civilians would be shot. PEIPER in turn 
gave these orders to the commanders under him with the end result that the 
men in the units of his combat group were well informed as to what was ordered 
and expected of them w ith respect to treatment of enemy civilians an prisoners 
of war. In some instances they got their orderR direct from their company com
manders; in others, from their respective platoon leaders or tank commanders. 



Court Room Scene 
Malmedy Massacre ·aar Crimes Trial 

On first day of t rial Chief Pr os ecut or 
Lt . Col . Bur ton F . Ellis ( left) and 
Chi8f Defense Counsel Col . Willis M. 
I;verett , Jr . facing tho court pr esided 
or er by Bris . Gen . J osiah T. Dal bey , 

Pr esident . ·.lit h a r m out stret ched i s 
Col . A. H. Rosenfel d , Law Llomber . 

The combat group started forward in the early morning hours of 16 December 
1944. The route of march was substantially as follows : from the woods near 
BLANKENHEIM (23.0-05.0) to DAHLEM (15.4-99.6) to STADTKYLL (14.2-95.3) 
to KRONENBURG (1 0.5-97.2) to HALLSCHLAG (07.8-95.9) to SCHELD (06.5-
96.6) to LOSHEIM (03.3-96.6) thence into Belgium to LANZERATH (00.2-96.5) 
to HONSFELD (96.8-99.2) to BUELLINGEN (95.2-02.0) to SCHOPPEN (89.3-
00.2) to ONDENVAL (85.1-00.1 ) to THIRIMONT (83.3-00.2) to a cross-roads 
(81.5-02.0) south of MALMEDY to LIGNEUVILLE - most frequently referred 
to by its German name of ENGELSDORF, by the accused and some witnesses -
(80.5-99.3) to STAVELOT (71.9-01.2) to LA GLEIZE (65.7-03.0) to STOUMONT 
(62.9-02.8). The latter reached on 19 December , was about as far as they 
penetrated. They retreated to LA GLEIZE where they were surrounded, and on 
the night of the 23 of December, they escaped from the encirclement on foot 
after destroying their vehicles ·and other materiel. 

During the fighting in the ST A VELOT - LA GLEIZE - STOUMONT sector 

they were in or near such places as CHENEUX (63.7- 01.4) and TROIS PONTS 
(67.3-98.6). After getting out of the pocket they went to W ANNE (71.0-96.7) 
later to PETIT THIER (74.2-91.6) and then to LUTRE BOIS (56.5-53.3). 

The accused left a trail of blood of murdered American p risoners of war, and 
non-combatant allied civilians from one end of their route to the other. They 
murdered at HONSFELD; · they murdered at J3UELLINGEN; they murdered be t
ween BUELLINGEN and SCHOPPEN; they murdered at the cross-roads; they 
murdered in LIGNEUVILLE; they murdered in STA VELOT; they murdered near 
CHENEUX; they murdered in STOUMONT; they murdered in LA GLEIZE; they 
murdered in W ANNE; they murdered in PETIT' THIER; they murdered in LUTRE 
BOIS. 

As an appendix to this dossier are photographs of the accused, compiled in 
alphabetical order. Beneath the photograph of each accused will be found the 
full .name of the accused, his rank and his organization. Also will be foun d a 
brief summary of the allegedly criminal acts which the prosecution expects to 
prove were perpetrated by each accused. 

THE LAW 
1. Jurisdiction of the Court - W ithout attempting to discuss or argue here 

the jurisdiction of this court with respect to the offenses charged , or the persons 
accused, the prosecution offers in support of the court' s jurisdiction: 

a) The pertinent official orders and. directives which will be produced at 
the trial. 

b) The decision of the Suprem~ Court of the United States (October term 
1945) in what is commonly called the "Yamashita case". 

2. The Law Violated 
a) Article 2 of the Geneva Convention to which both the United States and 

Germany were signatories, and by which both w ere bound, reads as 
follows : 

"Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile power, but not of 
the individuals or corps who have captured them. 
They must at all times be humanely treated and protected, particu
larly against acts of violence, insults and public curiosity. 
Measures of reprisal against them are prohibited. " 



b) Article 46 of Regulations Respective to Laws and Customs of War on 
Land, annex to the Hague Convention of 1907, reading as follows: 

"Family honor and rights, th e lives of persons, and private property, 
as well as religious convictions and practice, must be respected. 
Private property cannot be confiscated. " 

3. Rules of Evidence and .Procedure. 

a) Ordinance Number 3 of Military Government which ordinance is in
corporated in the 'Technical Manual for Legal and Prison Officers, 

2nd Edition. " 
Rule 12 of Ordinance 3 - Evidence 

(1) A Military Government Court shall in general admit oral, written and 
physical evidence having a bearing on the issues before it, and may 
exclude any ev idence which in its opinion is of no value as p roof. 
If security is at stake, ev idence may be taken in camera or in ex 
ceptional cases where security demands it may be excluded altogether. 

(2) The court shall in general require the production of the best evidence 
available. 

(3) Evidence of bad character of an accused shall be admissible before 
. finding only when the accused person has in troduced evidence as to 

his own good character or as to the bad character of any witness for 
the prosecution. 

b) Guide to Procedure in Military Government Courts. Paragraph 9 from 
the "Guide to Procedure" - Evidence Rule 12 does not incorporate the 

the rules of evidence of British or American courts or of courts-martial. 
The only positive rules binding upon the Military Government Courts 
are found in Rule 12 (3), Rule 17, and Rule 10 (5). Hearsay Evidence, 
including the statement of jl w itness not produced, is thus admissible, 
but if the matter is important and controverted every effort should be 
made to obtain the presence of the witness, and an adjournment may 
be ordered, for that purpose. The guiding principle is to admit only 
evidence that will aid in determining the truth. 

Court Room Scene 
rnalmedy I.'Iassacre Jar Crimes Trial 

Left to ri~ht : 1st Lt . Robt . E. Byrne , 
Asst . Prosecut or ; Jose-·)h Kir s chba1.,un, 
Int erroD"ator & Internreter ; Lt . Col . 
Homer B~: Crawford ., Asst . Prosecutor . 



Valentin B~:i~IN Death , illi BR~UN Life 
Fridel £GDE II II ,. illi von c:riaml.LiR 
Kurt BrtIE8EvJ::I0TER II I11dmnfred C0BL~ ·JZ -

ffPriedrich CHrtI3T Josef (Sepp) ~I-T~IG H 
Josef DIEFE11H8.1.J ll Heinz FRI ·1RIC~~ 
Fritz EC -!ll.Al~N 11 Fritz GEBttLEn 
Georg FLLP~ !1 Heinz Gerharo GJ..JODIC ~ 

flErnst GuLDSCH~IDT Arniin HEGHJ: 
Max HA.1v.JV.illrl II einz HLF.1,~tu 1 
iilli I-ie1-nz liE.i:JDEL II Gustav KI~IT':;..!.:JL 

Hans HENNECKE II Georg K01VlLn ti 

If IIJoachim H\_1F1utNN Arno IIKOLA&CHECK 
11 11iuber HEBEH Hans L PLE ·z 
!I f ISiegfried JAEKEL 

Benoni JDi'H'~R 
.lriedel KILb 
herner KUEHN 
Oskar 1Ii\TGELHOF.J:1'ER 
Erich M;i.U'l'B 
anton M:OTlHEiiv: 
Erich LUEI KFJ:cER 
Gustav BrE.VE 
Paul Hermanrt CJCB.1.1tI ~N:i~ -

:I;;'r itz hAl! 
\/, olfgang I 11.ICL.T::.H - ti 

Holf RI'l'~Lh rt 

lierbert ~TOCK ti 

Erwin ~zyp;Rui(I ,1 

Edmunc~ TCilC~aK II 

Hans T11.EiT'II~i fl 

Johann ·,. A5Ei-4 B.brtGbrt - II 

Erich \ ERN~R fl 

IIJoachim P.LIPLR Hans GRUHLE 20 years
Georg PREUt>b 11 Hermann PRIEbS 11 

Theo R fl.JR It 

Heinz REliAGEL H Arndt .RI&CHER 15 years
Kax .dIEDER tt 

Axel RGDENBlJRG ti Roman CLOTTEN 10 years 
fl 

" 
br i ch RlHiPJ:t It :r-Ians HILLICr 

tT\1illi SCHAEFER Fritz -., AEJ.1·i..ER 
IIRudolf &Ch¼,Al~ibtiCH ti Rolf lOL 1;D EI r .cl -
IIKurt SICKEL II Otto ~ ICHLA1\J1 

Oswald IEGlL.Ul' D II 

F'ranz 8IE\TET: If 

Hans bIPTROTT II 

Gustav dolf SPREiG~N If 

~~erner STEENEB:8CK •11 

Heinz TOlvlliARDT II 

ugust TO1K II 

Paul L/r. IGA..H.T ti 

b1'ICKEL II 

-v EI&~ II 

nalme dy r!.'.:a s s a c r o War Crimes Trial 

Loft t o ri )1t: i.:embers of t ho c ourt 
C 1 J "1"'1 0 C'I G . .Jat lri ns and Ool. Ra1,_rmond0 • D.Jc- ;.:, , ~ 

c.C .1nder. 
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ADRESS OF THE BELGIAN NrrNES.:;iES. · 

+ I.HEaNDLE,Hubert, La Gleize. ~ S I D 

2.Gm.ARDY,Oamille,brigadier-forestier a Petit-Thier (Vielsalm.) v 
'f--3-MICHEL,Albert,conaeiller communal, La Gleize. V"" 

4.RENARD Marcellin,cantonnier ,La Gleize. L--"'" 

5.Zevenne Joseph,cultivateur,Luttrebois,Bastogne. "' 

6.Zevenne,Ernest,cu.ltivateur,Luttrebois-Bastogne• .v 

7.Close,Francois,garde-champetre,Stavelot. a.,./' 

8.C.OLINE.T ,.Antoine ,rue des Iles ,58 ,Stavelot.v 
. 

9.El'DL.EBERI',Edmond,secretaire communal,Wanne-Trois Fonts. L----"" 

IO.l!LIAS ,Jean ,electricien,rout e de Coo ,TROIS-Ponts. ~ 

+ II.Robinson ,Rene ,docteu.r en medecine ,Stoumont. i---

12 .JOURDAN,Albert, tailleur ,Stoumont. v 

I3.D:ELCOURT,Henri,cordonnier,Ster-Stavelot. ~ 

-f-14.H&JSCHffl,Maurice,juge de paix,Malmedy. / 

15 ..~t:aJd es. Ernest ;profe.!Settr ,StQ11IPQPt =-

I6 • .Madame Gregoire Regine,villa La Roseraie,Stavelot, V 

17.Mademoiselle Marie Jeanne Mohet,cbateau de .Froidcourt,par Stoum.ont. / 
' 

I8 ••Madame Louis Milbers,route de Vielsalm,Tous-Pontsfl'rois-PontsO ~ 

Ii.Ma.dame Emile Hemroulle, Wanne-Trois-Ponts. V 

2m.Madame Anna Willems, Ligneuville. v 

•bJademoiselle Marie Lochem,Ligneuville. ~ 

Court Room Sc ene 
..1al medy MassGcro a r Crimes Tr ialij 

C½ief Prosecutor Lt . Col . Burton F . 
~llis , , d ~ ssin~ th~ Court . 



Court Room Scene 
Halm0dy r.:assacre _- ar Crimes Trial 

l 

Left to right : Lt . Col. Burton F . ~llis , 
Chief ~rosecutor; Col . , illis M. ~verett , 
Jr ., C~ief Defense Counsel; Lt . Col . 
Honor B. Crawford , Asst . Prosecutor ; 
1st Lt . Vfm . R. t>erl , Inter!)reter and 
Inv estigator . 

Court Rooi'i:. Sce_1e 
M:,lnedy IIassL ere ·,lar Cri nes Trial 
A survivor and Prosecution. itness 

former 1st Lt . Virgil P. Lary , 
Lexington, Ky., boinG interrogated by 
Chief ?rc' socutor Lt . Col . Burton F . 
;..:Jllis . 



Court Roor.1 c ene 
Court Roo~ Scene Mal nedy Massl'cre ':Jar Cri11es Trial 

Malmod"' r.Iassr>cre Jar Crimes Trial Chief Defense Counsel Col . 1 iillis II . 
Asst . Pr' secutor Capt . Haphael · erott, Jr ., tlanta, Ga . , adcressin 

:,

Shu"oachor bein ~ j_nterrogated by Lt . tho C ou1'"'t • 
Col. Burton F . ~llis , the Chief 
Prosecutor . 



-
Court Room Scone 

rilalmedy Uassacre ·.Jar Crime~ Tria l 
A surv i vor and Prosecutio~ witness . 
TT th F Aherns ~rie , .t'enns7lvanJ_a ,J',_enre • e .._. - , I 

b otng interro~atod by Asst . Prose cu~or 
CaDt . HapJ. ael Srumac J.6r . 

Court Tioom Scone 
l.rialmedy I(assacre '.Jar Crinas Trinl 

A survjvor of t;ie massacre , Prosecut-
• . . K - ,, r-. t.Lion wrcness . 011.neL 1. .2.1 . in ,s on, 
Allento\ln, Penns .,.lvania , b in .. suorn 
as a witness fo the Prosecuti n . 



Court Room Scene 
J.1a1medy Massacre 'Jar Crimes Trial 

I'rosccution .J tness C0r·ooral ( ,y:, ) Hans 
A-Jsenr.10.chor, driv er for Defendant Major 
( : ~) Josef ·..Jiefenthal , boinc; examined by 
I'ftrn·r ~ s ~lov1itz, Asst . Prosecutor . 



Court Hoo-rn Scene - Malrnedy Massacre .Jar Crim0s Trj_al 
Lt . Col . Harold D. llcGown, Dofen.se Jitness being s,;rorn by the 

Court Presi<.3.ent Brig . Gen . Joseph Do.lb-,7 . 

Court Room 3 c ene - Mo.lmcdy Iviasn.r·crn War Crimes Trial 
Ch:i ef Prosecutor Lt . Col . Burton F . Ellis cross exn.m:lning Defense 
.fitness Lt . C0l . Harold D, Pc3-own . 

http:Dofen.se
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Court Roa~ 0 cc~e - ~al8edy Mossecre War Crimes Trial 
Left t o risht: Lt . c~1 . Burton F . Ellis , Chief prnsecutor ; Lt . Col. 

Vr·ri 0 "n07 l, Af;st • .,Jcf'onse Co-: 1nsol; T,t, , Col . Harold D. Y.IcGoY1n , 

-= - - ~=-=-=--=--===~-:-~~ ~----~ r====~~ 

Court Roo -:--· Scene-I'118lnedy D;iassacre · far c1--.ir1es Trio.l 
Left t 0 ri.;rt: Lt . Col . 112.rold D. McGown , Defense ';'fitness; Lt . Col . 
Burton F . El lis; Chief 1:,ro.s ec1,1.t0r ; Lt. Co1 . Johr Dn:lr.nelJ.,. As t . 
Defer1 se C');,lns c l . 



-...,_Court Ro on s c ene of the trial of the Llalmedy Massacre ~Jar Cr imes Case . 
Reading loft to right : Cap t . Raphael Shumacher ., Asst . Prosecutor; Herber•t 

J . Strong, Def . counsel; interlJl'0te1->; German civilian Def . c ou nsGl ; and 
Gerrnan Pr5 s ,n0r of dar, witness . 

P • t ·---·c t 0 1r.-:.n ~uri..--.r I"".\ -,~_,,o.,,,n·inr 'i'- r::~ c:• f tl el C U.!. c. · v 1..~ • - ·u v. .. .:. .... ;~ L -.J Cv S 0 0 J. Malmedy Massacre \Var Grine s 
Tri.a] at Dncl1au C.)ncentro.tion Com'" , Gerne.ny . On the left o..re tho Ger0 ·1an 
Civilain Defense Co :nsel and on th) far left is Cant . HarviJ-c of t:ie ::)efense . 
In tb0 t~e Trl2l Court and 

rr. r1 al Court . 

http:Gerne.ny


C~ LL BLOCK, DACHAU COFC 3HTRAr=:' IJN CA~'"P ! GSB A1'TY 
~'Jhile Trials were i n progr es s t he Def endants vvere held in t h i s building 
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