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CAYP DACHAU, GERVANY

5 July 1946.

JMORN ING SESS ION
(Vhersupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.)
PRESTDENT: Take seats. The Court will come to order.
PROSECUTION: Let the record show that all membsrs of the
Court, all members of the Prosecution, all members of the Dsfanse
with the exception of Lt. Col. Dwinnel, Lt. Wahler, Mr. "alters and
Dr. Pfister, who are absent on business of the Defense, all of the
defendants, md the reporter, ars present.
DEFENSE COINSEL: The Defensge calls as its next witness,
Oskar Gutmann. Dr. Hertkorn, on behalf of the Defemse, will conduct
the direct examinstion.
OSEAR GUTMANN, called as a witness for the Defsnse, was
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUISTIONS BY DIFENSE COWSEL (Dr. Hertkorn):
Q State your full name to the court, please?
A . Gutmann, Oskare
Vhen were you born?
Third of August, 1926.
Are you an accused?
No.
Are you a prisoner of war?
Yed.
Where? lhere are you now in ocus tody?
Camp 3.
Q Vhat military wnit dd you belong to during the Eifel
offensive in December 190447
A 2nd Company, lst Panzer Regimen®, Liebstandarte
85 Adolpf Hitler.

Q /o was your platoon leader?

(Gutmann - direct) 2158
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4 2nd Lt. Kaufmen.
Q Do you remsmber Dacember 10447 Did you on that day
take part in the fighting at the Stoumont railroad station?

Yes.

A
Q That tank did you drive thent
A

Sgt. Krouger's.

Q 4nd at what place in the compand did that tank pro=-

A Vhen Tech. Sgt. Roepeter's tank was lmocked out at
the rail road station, Sgt. Eruveger took over the pointe
Q Now how far beyond the Stoumont railroad station did
You proceed in a westerly direction?
A About four hundred meters.
Q Yers you fired wpon by the enemy there?
A Yes, we were fired upon from the front, from the right,
and from the left.
Q Fhat kind of fire was tha?
A It was tank fire, tmnl dest‘roysr fire, and heavy
machine gun fire.
Q Did you see any AMerican soldiers standing on the right
or left side of the road who were passing through?
A No.
Q For how long a time did you take part in the fighting
at the Stounont Railroad station?
A Until about three o'olook. 7 was then wounded.
Where did you go then?
To the main aid station.
There vas that?
In ths castle.,
Noxt to what town vas that ocastle located?

I can't remember that.

(Gutmann - direct)

2159




328
7=-5-VDH=-3

flas it next to Stoumont or next to LaGleize?
LaGleize .
sre any German wounded there?
A No. There were #mericens there and Americsn medics.
Q Did you observe how the American wounded, or American
medics were treated?
A No.
Q Were you together with them in one rocom?
A The medics were treating us there.
Q That is not my question. Vare you in the same room
with the Americen wounded?
A There vere none in the room which ve were lying in.
Q Do you remember the 24th of Dscember when the Amsricsn
troops re-entered LaGleize?
A Yes.
Q Did you there ses vwhether American wounded who had
been in LaGleize until thon were turned over to the Americans?
A Yos.
DEFENSE COUWNSEL: You may cross examine.
PROSECUTION (CApts Shumacker): No cross examnination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparent ly
none . The witness is excused.
(¥hereupen the witness was excused and withdrew from
the court room).
DEFENSE COINSEL: The Defense recalls as its next wit-

ness Oskar Trott. Capt. Narvid, on behalf of the defense, will con=-

re-
duct the/direct examination.

OSKAR TROTT, recalled as & witness for the Defense, having
been previously sworn, testifisd further through an interpreter as
follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COWNSEL (Capt. Narvid):

Q FRESTDENT: Will you remind the witness that he is

(Gutmanw~rod ire o) 2160




still under oath?
PROSECUTION: The witmess is reminded thet he is still
under oathe
Q Are you the same Oskar Trott that previously testified in
this trial?
[0ge
Q In what organization of the company, of the platoon
were you during the Eifel offensivet
A Ibelonged to the third Panser company, lst Panzer Pioneer
Company, lst platoon, Iiebstandarte.
Vhat kind of wvehicle did you drive in?
A I was driving in the vehicle of Sgt. Dickstra.
Q Do you recall the date, approximste time, when you ar-
rived in Stoumont?
A Yes. At nine A.l., on the 19the
You participated in the battle for Stoumont?
Yos.
hat time did this battle commence?
It must have started about eight o'clock.
During the course of yowr stay in Stoumont did you have
any occasion to soe prisoners of war?
A Yoz,

here?

I, myselif, captured fifteen.
¥here did you oapture them?
I captured them at tho city limits of Stounont.
Q The exit from point of view of your march, or tne en=-
trance to Stoumont?
A v The exite

Q There did you tale thesa priscners of war?

A I took them back to the oastls that had “besen ordered

by Sgt. Schasfor and 1 had them sent back with wounded comrades from

( Drott =wradirsot) cio1 -




ere tho main aid station was located.

hen you say Schasfer, you mean ths accused Willi
Schaefer in this case?

Yose

Do you know

Yos.

Do you recognize hin?

Yos.

that number does he waar?

Nos bb5e

Just exactly what was Scneefer's orders in Stoumont
with respsct to prisoners of war?

A Tech. Sgte. Schaofor gave us the order by way of the
section leader to the effect that all prisonars of war were to be
taken to the main aid station between LaGleize and Stoumont,which
aid station was described as & castle.

Q Do you lmow the reason for this order?

A Idon't quite wmderstand.

Q Do you Imow why the prisoners were to be taken to that
par ticular place?

A So that security would be warranted for the prisonerss

RECROSS EXANINATION
QUSSTIONS BY FROSUCTUION (Capts Shumscker): Your group leadsr was
Sgt. Dickstra, is that right?

A Yes.

Q And you were prosent when Schae fer spoke to Dickstra,
is that right?

A Noe

Q Yell, you don'4 Imow whether Schaefer gave Dickstra
any ordors? Do you?

A Tall, because Sgt. Dickstra repeated the order from

\arojt - recross)
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Toch«Sgt.Schaefor and it was so announced by Tech. Sgt. Dickstrae
ou were not present at the group leaders' mesting
with §chaefer,were yout
A The comrade Gerhardt Taut, who is presant here, wae
present at the meeting of the group leaders and heard the orders
himself. Gerhardt Taute
Q Did you wnderstand my question?
A thet questiont
Q I said you were not present at the meeting of the
group leaders with Schasfer, were you?
A Noe
Q ®re you present when yowr Troop leader Willi Schaefer
gave the order to your comrade Gustav Sprenger to shoot five pris-
oners of war in Stoumont on the 19th of Dgoember 19447
A Noe
DEFUNSE COWSEL (Capte Narvid): If the court please,
I object to that qusstion because it is nowhers in evidence that
Sonasfer gave an order to Sprenger to shoot prisoners of wars
PROSECUTION (Capts Shumacker): I suggest Counsel
road the record. It wouldn't make any difference whethar it is in
the record or not; I have a right to ask this witness the question.
FRESIIENT: Objection is over ruled.
Q You say you wers not present?
A No.
Q Do you Inow a group leader by the name of Altkreuger
in your company?
A Yos.
Q Yere you present when he shot three prisoners of war
in Stoumont on the 19th of Dscember, 19447

A Noe

Trott -- recross)




10 was your cormpany commander?

lst Lt. Franz Sjevers.

Are you the same Oskar Trott that your conpany comn=
mander, Franz Sjevers, ordered to let a wounded American prisoner
bleed to death in the monastary there in Stoumont?

A No, he didn't give me that order. I don't know about ite

You don'y Inow anything about it?

No.

You don't lmow anything about letting a wounded American
bleed to death because your company oommander told you not to bandage
hinf?

A Bo. That matter which I wrote down in Sghwaibish Hall,
that is not corrects

Q In other words, you told something there that was not
true, is that rightt

A Yes .

Q fhere did you get this story of Sievers ordering you
to let a wounded man bleed to death? Vs that just something you
snatehed from your imagination?

A Yeg.

PROSHCUTION (Capte Shumacker): That is alle

REDIRECT BXANINATION
QUESTIONS BY DSFGNSE COWNSEL (Capts Narvid):

Q Vhy did you make a statement in Schwaibish Hall which
is not true?

Q In my first interrogation I told the truth to one Captain
from the Prosecution and an interpreter who vas standing arownd called me
& pig and everything else and in the next interrogation I was put
before a sunmary court, a cross vas on the table and some candles
and some false witnesses were piwt befors me. I was thraatened with
death by hanging, I was told thet my mother and my brothers and
sisters would have to starve and would not get any food stampse

(oo sacpen) ¢ivd




That depressed me so severely that I wrots down everything the
Prosecution vanted me to. And since I didn't know anything about
action in violation of International Law T had to invent someth ng
80 that I would be left alone. I yas in solitary confinement
there for four months. Two weeks of those four months in a cell
with a wooden bunk and little light; four of those days without
blankets with an open window and that happened in winter. I had
gone through quite a lot as & soldier but I could no longer stand
the morsl pressure which was exerted upon me there.
Q Vlers you ever threatened?
A Yes.

Were you ever beaten?

Yess

Q How were you threstened and who threatened you?
A

I was threatened with death by hanging by a Cap tain and
lst Lisutenant from the Frosecution. I spent a noon hour that day
in a cell where there was some marks from shots from small calibre
weapons on the wall at about the height of your head and, in my
opinion, a little piece of flesh was still attached to ons of those
shots.

Did you write this staterent at that time or any later

Later.
Q How much later?
A Ican't say. One week; pernaps two weeks.
Q Vere you threatened at ths time or immediately be-
fore you wrots this statement?
A Noe
Q Viere you beaten at that time?
Not that, eithers
Thy did you write the statement then?

Becauss T did not dare to resist any longer.

(Trovt - - redirect) 2185
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Did you write it yoursslf or was it dictated to voul
It was first propared in English and then I wrobs it.

Q Going back to the tire you were beaten, to the time
you were threatened, did you admit orally then what you wrote in your
statement later?

A Yose

RERECROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY FRUSECTUION (Capts Shumacker):

1 Trott, tell the Court some more about this piace of
flesh that you saw on the wall., How big was it?

A It vas about the size of the nail of your thumb.

Q And what color was it!

A It was reddish.

Q 4nd it was pinned to the wall with the bullet, is
that rignt?

A Yos.

Q 4nd you could just see one plece of flesh hanging on
the wall?

A Yos.

And how many bullet holes did you ses?
A Four.
Q And they were just about the height of a man's head, were

they not?

A Yos.

Q And that wall was practically completely coversd with
blood, was it not?

A No, only this little, this ome bullet the flesh was
reddishs

You didn't ges .blood spattered all over that same wall?

Did you see the cat-p-nino-tails that was in the corner?

Q
A No.
Q
A

Noe

Q Did you sse the steel rod with ths ball and the spikes
sticking out of the hall in the oornclr?
Nos 2l
{ Trott = recross) s
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Q Now, Tratt, to refresh your recollection,
when you were first interrogated, it was in early
January 1946, was it not?

A I don't know, I don't know the date.

Q And you recall very well that there were two
reasons why you were vigorously interrogated, one being
that Gustav Sprenger saild that he saw you in the field at
the crossroads, is that not true?

CAPTAIN NARVID: May it please the Court, I
object because I do not think we went into that field at
all on direct examination, We limited our examination to
Stoumcnt and why the statement was made in Schwaebisch
Hall, which he denied today, nothing further, only because
the Prosecution opened the door on cross.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We cracked the door, if the
Court please, and the Defense opened it wide, and I want the
Court to know the whole story.

LAW MEMBER: As a matter of fact, this witness

was questioned more on redirect examination with respect to

: his treatment at Schwaebisch Hall than he was with respect

to Stoumont. The objection is overruled.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q That was one point about which you were in-
terrogated, was it not, Tratt?

A Yes.

Q And you denied being in the field or stopping
before the crossroads, did you not?

A I never denied it, I never was there. I saw
the dead lying there but I was not in the field.

Q That is what I say, at the time you were

(Tratt-Recross)
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interrogated you denied being in the field?

A Yes.

Q And you were in the 1st Platoon of the 3rd
Company?

A Yes.,

Q And the 1st Platoon left Buellingen ahead of
the 2nd Platoon?

A Yes.

Q When you got to the crossroads and passed
this field, all these Americans had already been shot?

A Yes, they were all lying there already.

Q And there were no Germans there shooting and no
German vehicles stopped in front of the field?

A No.

Q' Now, you remember that at the time you were in-
terrogated, you told about these 1L or 15 American prisoners
that you had captured in Stoumont and had sent to the Aid
Station?

A Yes.

Q And you well remember that when you returned to
your cell you told one of your comrades who was in the cell
with you that you wished that you had shot them because
there would be 1k or 15 less swine that you would have to
fool with, is that not true?

A The captain before that threatened me with

death and accused me of murder, that I was so angry about

that and could not control myself any more.

to your
Q I asked you if you did not tell this/comrade

in your cell after you were returned to your cell following
(Tr.tt-ﬂecros;)

<iv8
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A Yes.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Nothing further.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on redirect.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Ap-
parently none. The witness is excused.

(V’Fnereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from
the courtroom.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its next
witness, Georg Freitag. Dr. Leer on behalf of the Defense
will conduct the direct examination.

GEORG FREITAG, a witness called by the Defense,
after being first duly sworn, testified through an in-
terpreter as follows:

(¥hereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER):

Q State your full name to the Court.

Freitag, George

Are you a prisoner of war?

Yes.

What unit were you with before?

1st Panzer Regiment, lst Battalion Headquarters

What was your position and your job?

I was the driver of the armored half-track and

Do you remember the time of the Ardennes

(Freitag-Direct)

2109
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|

Offensive?
Yes.
Do you remember when you got to Stoumont?
I got there on the morning of the 19th.

Q Can you state briefly where you were in
Stoumont?

A I first stopped my vehicle about 200 meters
outside of Stoumont in order to pick up the wounded which
had accumulated during that fight.

Q Did you receive an order concerning the wounded
American soldiers?

A Yes, I had instructions that if I saw any

American medical personnel, to take them along in the vehicle.

Q Where did you pick up the first wounded in
Stoumont?
A About 200 meters on the field to the left.
Was a house standing in that field?
Yes, the first house on the left.
Can you describe this house more closely?
It was a pharmacy or a drugstore.
Was a burning tank standing outside this house?
Yes, on the right side of the house there was a
knocked-out Panther.
Q Did you see any officers outside of this house,
German officers?
Yes, Colonel Peiper.
That ‘other officers were there?
I didn't see any others.
Q Did Peiper arrive there after you yourself
were there already?
A I think we had been standing there for half
(Freitag-direct) 2170
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an hour already when Colonel Pe iper arrived.

Q Did he again leave before you yourself left?

A Yes, he left ten minutes before we did.

Q How long was he there?

A A short time only,

Q Can you tell us whether it was five minutes
or was it an hour?

A It was ten minutes at the most.

Q Was there a prisoner collecting point located
in Stoumont?

A Yes, prisoners which came from Stoumont were
collected in the Aid Station in the castle.

Q Did you see any American soldiers next to that
house which we mentioned before?

A At the time we stopped next to that hovse, about

thirty armed Apericans were taken out of the cellar by para-

‘chutists,

Q Did you see an Aperican medic next to the house

A Yes, one American medic whom we took along in the
field to the Aid Station.

Q Did you receive an order to do that and who
gave the order?

A Yes, Colonel Peiper ordered us to take this
prisoner medic along.

Q At that time did you see the vehicles of the
message center at that house already?

A No, I went around the house at that time in

order to collect the blankets which the Americans had had

(Freitag-Direct)
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for our wounded because it was very cold. At that time
I didn't notice any radio half-track yet.

Were you inside that house too?

Q
A Yes.
Q

Did you see any weapons in that house?

A After the Americans left, I went down the
cellar and there found the ammunition for the anti-tank
gun located behind the house and furthermore, also some
small arms.

Q How many prisoners were there in the Aid
Station in Stoumont?

A The prisoners increased up to 100 in the course
of the day.

Q Did you hear any order concerning the evacuation
of the 30 Americaps which came from the house?

A Yes, Colonel Peiper gave that order.

Q How were these prisoners treated in the Aid
Station in Stoumont?

A They were treated well.

Q Were any Aperican medics working there as
prisoners?

A Yes, we had about six of them.

Q Did they volunteer to take care of the wounded?

A Yes, there was a good comradeship relationship
existing between us and them at that time,

Q Did you see any prisoners immediately outside
of Stoumont too?

A Yes, already when I was on my way to S.taumanb

in my vehicle smaller groups of prisoners walked past us

(Freitag-Direct)
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in the opposite direction.

Q Did you see where they were taken?
A

Yes, all of them towards the castle.
Q Did you see any American prisoners in Honsfeld?
A Yes, I myself drove some of them away and took
them to the doctor.
DR. LEER: No further questions. Thank you.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
Q How long were you in this house at the entrance
to Stoumont that you have been testifying about?
A t was until 11 o'clock.
Q How many minutes or how many hours were you
at this house?
A Might have been one hour approximately.
Q You arrived there at ten and left at eleven,
is that what you are trying to say?
A Yes.
Did you go inside this house?
Yes.
Did you go through all the rooms?
Yes.
How many dead Americans did you see in the
house?
One American medic.
What room was he in?
In the room towards the garden.
Did you see any dead Americans upstairs?

No, not outside the house or behind the house

(Freitag~Cross)
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either,

Q How many American prisoners of war do you
estimate you saw in and around Stoumont on the 19th of
December?

A I didn't see any dead Americans at all, except
for the one.

Q I asked you how many prisoners of war, not how
many dead Americans.

A The ones in the castle, about 100 men.

Q You said you saw some on the road between
Stoumont and the castle and you saw 30 captured there at
the house. All together, how many prisoners of war did you
see, including those at the castle?

A They were all taken to the castle.

Q How do you know that those you saw on the road,
the 30 at the house were taken to the castle?

A Because there weren't any prisoners coming from
anywhere else and when I came back there weren't any there.

Q How do you know they didn't go beyond the castle?

A Well, if a soldier gets an order to take
prisoners of war to the castle, he has to perform that
order.

Q You were not present all the time in the castle?

A Well, I was absent when I was in Stoumont and
then I returned to the castle.

PROSECUTION: No further questions.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on redirect.
PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court?

(Freitag-Cross)
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EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER:

Q Was Fritz Willecke a member of your vehicular
crew?

A Yes.

Q Referring to the house in Stoumont where you
saw the dead American medic, did you walk completely around
that house?

A Yes.

Q What did you notice as you walked around the
house?

A I didn't notice anything. I was particularly
interested in this anti-tank gun and then we had instructions
to collect the blankets. ‘

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently
none. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from
the courtroom. )

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its next
witness, Horst Vollsprecht. Captain Narvied, on behalf of
the Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

HORST VOLLSPRECHT, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and
testified through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is

still under oath,

(Vollsprecht-Direct)
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THE WITNESS: Yes.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID):

Q Are you the same Vollsprecht who has previously
testified in this trial?

A Yes.

Q As I recall, the last time you testified that
you were present in Stoumont during the battle for Stoumont,
is that correct?

A Yes.

Q On the way to the railroad station in Stoumont,
do you recall at any time passing a grocery store?

A Yes.

Q On which side of the road was it?

A That was at the tom limits on the right side

of the road.

Q Did your tank stop in the vicinity of this store?

A Yes, after we collected our vehicles in Sgoumont,
we stopped on the right side of the road. That was about at
the place of this grocery store.

Q Which tank was ahead of you?

A In front of us there was a half-track and in
front of the half-track was the tank of lst Lieutenant
Christ.

Q How many meters away from you was Cprist's tank?

A Apout 10 to 15 meters.

Q How long did you stop at this place?

A We stayed there long enough to smoke a cigarette,

about five minutes.

(Vollsprecht-Redirect)
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Q Did you get out of your tank?

A No, I didn't get out, I looked out of my
porthole once because a camera, a moving picture operator
was on the right side.

Q Were you able to see this grocery store clearly?

A Yes.

Q Did you see any American prisoners of war standing
in front of that store?

A Nos

Q Did you at any time while you were standing there
see Christ's tank shooting in that direction, that is, in
the direction of the grocery store?

A No, I did not see any such thinz and I certainly
would have had to notice it because in order to do that the
gunner of Christ would have had to turn his turret around all
the way until two o'clock.

Q Who was the machine gunner in the turret?

A The 1st gunner was Hans Pletz.

Q Is this the same Hans Pletz who is an accused in
this case?

A Yes.,

Q Where were the Apericans at that time?

A The Americans were retiring in the direction of
the Stoumont Railroad Station at that time.

Q You were on your way in that direction, is that
right?

A Yes, we were standing at the time and immediately

thereafter, a few minutes later, we moved out again,

Q During the battle for Stoumont, how were orders

(Vollsprecht-Redirect)
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32)-8R~7 /612 transmitted to the tank commanders?

A By radio.

Q In other words, were Christ's orders with
reference to the attack on Stoumont relayed to all tanks?

A Yes, by lst Lieutenant Christ, that is, his
radio operator,

Q Was every order transmitted?

Q Yes, every order considered important by
1st Lieutenant Christ was transmitted.

Q Did you at any time during the battle for
Stoumont hear any order transmitted directing you to shoot
at any group of American soldiers standing?

A No, I didn't hear any such order.

CAPTATN NARVID: Your witness.
MR, ELOWITZ: No cross examination.
PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? Apparently

(\'fhereupun the witness was excused and withdrew from

® none. The witness is excused.

End Tk #324 the courtroom.)




DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness, Paul
Froehlich., Dr. Leer, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examimation,

PAUL FROEHLICH, called as a witness for the Defense, being first
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER):
Q Stats your full name to the Court, please.

Froehlich, Paul,

A
Q State your former duties.
A

I was a Sergeant and Section Leader in the Kotor Venricle
Reconmaisance Platoon of the Headquartors Company of the lst Panzer
Regiment.,

R Are you now a prisoner of war?

Yose

What camp are you in at the present time?

Cage 3e

Do you remember the time of the Ardennes offensive?

Yese

Well, do you still remember at what time of the day and
on what date you came to Stoumont?

A Yes.

Q Tell us, please,

] I was outside of Stoumont on the morning of the 19th,

Q Can you describe your position to us and in whose vieinity
you were?

A Yos, I was about eight hundred meters from Stoumont, the
first house on the road.

Q Were you standing ther e during the attack and before the
attack?

A Yes, bafore and during tha attack,
(Paul Froehlich = Dirsct)

2719



http:Ccmpa.ny

What did you do there?
I was & runnar for Col. Peiper.
Were you in his vicinity at the
Yos, I was within his view.
Were any other officers there?
Yose
Q Did you receive any orders from Col. Peiper before tne
attack and during the attack?
A No, Col. Peiper gave his orders to the officars directly,
since they wars present.

Q When did you lesve this spot which you have just deseribed?

A After about en hour and a helf or an hour and forty-five

minutes, after the infantry was got into town,

R Did you then drive into town?

A Yos. I then received an order from Col, Poiper as to
driving into town. He got into my vehicle and we drove in, until we
reached the first house.

Q What happened then and thers?

A Peiper ordered us to stop, and he went over to the anti-
tank gun which was standing next to a house, an Amerioan anti-tank
gun, 92. He looked at it and went to the house. Then civilians
cams out, he sent those civilians back, and then I saw some American
soldier standing there with about three parachutists around,

Q Where wers you at the moment you heard - where were you
at the time you saw this?

A I was standing bshind Col, Peiper,

Q You just mentioned an American medic, I believe. What
happened to him?

A Col. Peiper talked English with him, and then he said -
but I don't know who he said it to - "This man is to be taken to

Froshlich - Direct)
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the ald station.
Did you then remain at that spot or did you go away?
A I then received an order from Col, Peiper to bring tho
radio station over here., Thaey were two or three kilometers in
the direction of LaGleize.
] Did you then drive away?
A Yes.
Q How long had you then been standing in fromt of this
houge together with Col, Peiper?
A For a very shart time only.
Q Can you tell us just how long this short period extended?
It might have been ten - five to ten minutes.
then did you then return from your mission?
A I fulfilled my mission in ten to fifteen minutes,
Q Did you return before the communications center returned,
which you were supposed to pick up?
A Yes.
Q Tho did you report back into?
A I don't know for sure, but I think it was the adjutant,
Capt. Cruhle.
Q Why not to Col. Peiper who gave you the order to take off?
A Because Col., Poiper wasn't at the house any more when I
returned,
Q ¥hich officers did you see together with Col. Peiper before
you left the houss?
A I didn't ses any.
Q Do you remember passing through Engelsiorf during the
Ardennes Offensive, also known as Ligneuville?
A Yea.
Did you see uny captured American soldiers there?
A Yeos, I took prisoners myself.

(Froshlich - Direct)
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Q Tell us vhers that happened?

A I was in the right side of the road, where there was a
road fork which was going up there, and there were Shermans standing
at the fork and trucks. I had received orders to cover up the dead
and the trucks by Major Poetschke. I went out to the trucks in order
to take a blanket or a shelter half from one of them in order to
cover up the dad, and as I went up to a hill there, there were two
American soldiers there who had their rifle pointing towards me. And
I sedd to them, "Hands up", and then they dropped their rifles, and
about four or five more men came from behind the house and also held
up their hands.

Q Can you tell us what happened to those prisoners?

A Yes. I took them to the road, and then Col. Feiper then
told ms to leave them there, that the walking wounded would pick them up
and take them backe

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): No further questionss
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESIIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. BIOWITZ):

Q Did the air attack on the house which you described, where
you stood with Peiper, ocour before or after you were sent to get the
telephone equipment?

A I know nothing about an air attack. There was an air attack
the day befores

Q No air attack occurred on that point?

A No.

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): That is ell.
DEFENSE: Nothing further on redirect
PRESIDENT: Any .q\wutions by the Court?
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY THE LAW MEMBER:
Q The dead you coverad up, what nationality were they?

(Froehlich - Court)
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They were German soldiers,
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? Apperently
none, the witnese is excused.
(Waereupon the excused witness withdrew.
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness, Albert
Braun, Dr. Leer, on behalf of the Defense, will conduot the direct
examinations
ALBERT BRAUN, recalled as a witness for the Defense, testified
further through an interpreter as follows:
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded thet he is still
under oath.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER):
Q You are the same Albert Braun who already testified in
this court, are you not?
A Yes.
Do you remember the Ardennes Offensive too?
Yese
Do you remember getting to Buellingen in that period?
Yese
Can you tell us when that was?
In the morning of December 17.
Can you desoribe it more closely?

At 9100 o'clook.

Did you see any prisoners in Busllingen?

Yes, I took prisoners myself, about fifty.

Where was that?

That was about two or thres hundred metere behind the
oxit fram Buellingen.

(Breun - Redirect)



http:emiru:l.ed
http:examine.ti

#hat did you do after capturing these prisoners?
The prisoners were disarmed.

Q Where?

A In a field near Busllingen. I think it was next to a
graveyard, I can't remember for sure.

Q o disarmed these prisoners?

A These prigoners were disarmed by me and my comrades, my
radio operator, my driver and one other sergeant.

Q What vas then done with these captured Americans?

A I took these prisoners to Buellingen together with my com-
rades..

Q Are these again these three comrades which you mentionsd
before?

A My driver went back and picked up the tank which was stand=
ing out front, and after we had taken these prisoners to Buellingen
I left the group in order to look for a truck so that the prisoners
would be transporteds I found one truck and asksd the driver to
take the prisoners back.

Q Did you sem Col. Feiper at that time?

A Yes. After the driver told me that he couldn't do that
without - couldn't do that as easily as all that, and that he had
different orders At the time I met Lt, Col. Peiper, who was coming
my way in a car, Col, Paiper talked to me, 8ince he saw that I was
wounded, he stopped, asked me what my wound was and gave me wishes
for a quick recovery., I went on my way and could observe that Col.
Peiper went to the prigoners and that these prisoners - in hisg
presencs = were loaded on the truck and were moved back. I went
back to my tank, which had some baok in the meantime, and inspected
the damage done by the shell. After that I returned back to town,
reported out to my Company and also to the Battalion Commander - to
whon I also reported the incident, and drove to the hospital,

(Braun - deir&ot)
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Q Uidn't you ever think of shooting the prisonmers which
you made?

A No, nevers

Q ¥hy not?

A Why shoot prisomsrs? It was quite obvious that these
prisoners would be taken to the rear and would be treated decently.

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): No further questions.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) ¢

Q Those are the orders you had, isn't that right Braun,
that you would load prisoners - that when you captured prisoners
you would load them on trucks and see that they were transported to
the rear?

A That was understood, that if a truck was around - whether
we had sny direct orders = that trucks would be used that way. I
don't knowe...

Q Do you mean to tell this Court that you didn't have orders
that you would load prisoners on the empty convoys and they would
be taken to the rear?

A I don't know anything about it.

Q Didn't they give you any orders as to vhat you do with
prisoners immediately before this Offensive started?

A Bafore this offensive, it was said that we, as armerod
troops, were supposed to proceed rapidly and were supposed to lave
prisoners of war to the following infantry units.

Q Do you remember the rest of your speech now, Braun?

A The rest of what speech, if I may ask?

2 "And you weren't supposed to look to the right, and you
weren't supposed to look to the lef't, but you would drive along as
rapidly as possible". Is that right?

(Braun - Recross)
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A Yos, that was the gist of the speech,

] And the truth about it, Braun, you had never heard anything
about this infantry business until you got to Dachau, did you?

A 4About the infantry, I will have to disappoint you there, I
elready told you at Schwaebisch Hall that the prisoners of war were
to be left to the infantry following.

Q You wrote a statement in Schwaebisch Hall, didn't you?

A Yos.

Q You didn't say anything about the infantry in your statement,
did you?

A I told you about it though.

a I say, you didn't say anything about the infantry in your
written statement?

A I wrots in the written statement that we wouldn't be the
ones who take prisoners.

Q I will ask you if you didn't express it this way? I will
read you from this statement: "In the evening, Oberscharfushrer Wen
assembled his platoon and made an address of approximately the follow=
ing content: 'This offensive will be a great thing and will certainly
succeeds We will have air and artillery support. Also, there will
be an action in vhich German soldiers dressed as Americans will infil-

trate through the enemy lines. We will not delay our advance. What~

ever stands in our way will be mowed down. No prisoners will be taken",

Now, you claim that your statement: "Whatever stands in our vay will
be mowed down. No prisoners will be taken", means that the infantry
behind will take oare of them. Is that right?

A The last sentemcs, yes. That's how I explained it to you
in Schwaebisch Hall too,

’ Q And you were interrogated by me? Capt. Shumacker interrogated

you at Schwaebisch Hall, did he not?

e Yos, I was intarrogated by you.

(Braun - Recross)
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2 4And you told me that the orders were that the infantry
following behird would taks care of the prisoners.

A I didn't tell you that. I told that to the other gentle~
man, the second one from the right.

Q You just told me that you had orders from Obsrschariuehrer
Wien, your Platoon Leader, that no prisoners would be taken,

A Yee, we weren't to bother with prisoners of war.

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): Nothing further.
DEFENSE (DR. LEER): Just ome mors question,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER):

Q Tell us, with all possible clarity, what you told the
interrogating officer in Schwasbisch Hall concerning the teking of
prisoners of war?

A I wes askel in Schwaebisch Hall, "Please explein this last
sentence to me- "We will not make prisomsrs of war". T explained
that as follows: We are an armored unit, whose only job in this
offensive is to break the enamy lines quickly. We cemnot afford to
leave out tanks during combat in order to make prisonsrs of war, but
rather we will leave that to the unit following us.

DEFENSE (DR, LEER): That is all,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Prosscution?
PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): WNo further questions,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY THE LAW MEMBER:

Q Was the statement at Sohweebisch Hall didated to you?

A No, I wrote it myself,

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently none, the
witness is excused. The Court will recess until 1030,
(Whereupon at 1000 hours the Court recessed.)

(Braun - Court)

2187




The cou me to order.

RCUTION (Colonel Ellis): Let the record show that

all of the members of the court, all of the members of }.he prose-
cution, all of the members of the defense, with the exception of

Colonel Dwinell, Mr. Walters, Mr. Strong, who are absent on the
business of the defense, are present and the interpreter and the

reporter are present,

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): Dr, Leer.

DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): If the court please, the inter-
preter has notified the defense, during the recess t istake
in translation has been made and that in the last sentence read
by Captain Schumacher, in the statement of the witness, the trans-
lation, in English, was "...no prisoners of war will be made...",
and the proper translation of this one sentence should have been

"...we will not take prisoners of war...". It would perhaps be

best to have that last sentence of the statement read again and

have it corrected,

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): I think that the
statement of the defense counsel is correct and that the transla-
tion should be corrected to read: ",..we will not take prisoners
of wars.."s

PRESIDENT: The record will be changed accordingly.

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The next witness for the
defense will be interropgated by two of the defense counsels, first
Ty Dr, Pfister and then by Colonel Sutton -- Colonel Sutton will
conclude the examination.

(Whereupon PAIL__HITH, a witness for the

defense, was recalled and reminded that he was still under oath

(Buth - Rediredt)




What unit of the 1lst SS Panzer Regiment did you belong to?

The 9th Panzer Pioneer Company.

What were your military duties in this Pioneer Company?

I was the driver of an SPW,
Directing your attention to the beginning of the Eifel

2, do you know Lieutenant Rumpf?

Was he your superior?
Yes.,
What rank did he have?
First Lieutenant.
Was he your Company Commander?
Yes.
Q Did Lieutenant Rumpf ever give you any instructions
as to the treatment of prisoners of war, prior to the offensive,
and, if so, when?
A Yes, this matter was brought up very briefly, in the
course of some Company instruction,
Q What did he say on that occasion?
A That we as Panzer Troops did not have to take prisoners
of war, but that that was the duty of the following infantry troops.
Q How did Rumpf express himself at this time?
A He said as follows: ",,.If you ever are to take prison-
ers of war, then think of the proverb: ',.,what you don't want to
happen to you, you should not do to others...'".

Q Calling your attention to the town of Honsfeld, were




ext to Rumpf in Hor
Yes,
Do you remember that you were at the end of the town
of Honsfeld, in a northwestern direction?

A Yes.

Q On that occasion, did Rumpf pive you any orders as
to the shooting of prisoners of war?

A No.

Q Where were you standing, at this time, with reference
to Rumpf?

A Not very far,

Q Would you have heard such an order?

Yes,

What time was that?
It was at dawn,
Which day?

A The 17th.

Q Did you hear Rumpf reprimand any of his own men, when
they cursed at prisoners of war?

PROSECUTION(Captain Schmacher) : Objection —
DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): I will withdraw that question.

Q Did you see any prisoners of war at that end of the
tovn of Honsfeld?

A Yes, some prisoners of war were coming out to us,

Q What happened then?

A Those prisoners of war were cursed at by our men and
Rumf then reminded them about this and told them that those were
prisoners of war and that our men should remember how they would
feel, when they were prisoners of war and were cursed at.

Q Were these cursings discontinued thereupon?

2150




I would like to ask you apgain: did this occur on the
western end of the town of Honsfeld, since it is possible that
I made a mistake in putting the previocus question to you?
A Yes, it was from the western end of the town of
Honsfeld,
Q I direct yonr attention now to the town of Buellingen,
where did you see prisoners of war near Buellingen?
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): If the court p se,
the counsel is continually asking leading questions of wit-
ness, and'if the counsel can't conduct the examination properly,
we request that some other counsel do the job.
LAW MEMBZR: T lmow it is difficult, Dr. Pfister, to
use our form of examination, but your questions are leading .and
I would suzgest that you phrase your questions so that you don't
put the words into the mouth of the witness on direct examination.
DEFE (Dr. Pfister): Yes, sir, Then I ask the court
to tell me whether the question: "...did you see prisoners of war
in Buellingen,..", was improper =-
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): T don't believe that the
question was put quite that way.
DEFENSE (Dr, Pfister): Well, now I put the question
that way.
Q Did you see prisoners of war in Buellingen?
A Yes, I did.
Q Will you describe everything about that that you can

remember to the court?

A I left Puellingen in my SFW and a Tech Sergeant was

standing there with several vprisoners of war, perhaps 15 or 20,

8o this Tech Sergeant stopped our SPW, since there was an off‘icer



mailto:A@.IBJ:R

it, sked this officer - it w:
ant Herring -- what was to happen to thos
upon Second Lieutenant Herring answered that he was to take back
the prisoners of war.

b)) ISE (Dr. Pfister): No further questions.

(Whereupon further direct examination of the present

witness ensued, conducted by Colonel Sutton.)

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (cont'd,)

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton):
Q Buth, do you lmow Max Reider?
Yes.
Was he in your Company?
Yes.
Q Did you see Helmith Reider — I mean, Helmuth Haas

in Max Reider's vehicle at the orossroads at any time?

A Helmuth Haas..,? Do you mean Walter Haas?

Q Well, I think that his name is Helmuth, but it could
be Walter. Did you see him?

A Yes, I saw him,

Q Did their vehicle arrive at the crossroads at the same
time that yours did?

A No, I arrived there a little later.

Q Were there any vehicles ahead of the vehicle in which
you were riding at that time?

A Yes.

Q Approximately how many?

Well, I arrived as the last vehicle and all of the
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crossroads, after Reider?

A I can't say exactly, since I don't know when Reider's
vehicle arrived there,

Q Well, approximately what time did your vehicle arrive
at the crossroads?

It might have been at o] lock or two-thirty

in the afternoon.

Q Did you see Max Reider shoot brisoners in the vicinity

of the crossroads?

ehicle wore you in at the crossroads?
In an SFW,
What type of vehicle was Reider in at the crossroads?

A Reider was also in an SPW,

Q Did you ses anyone shoot at the crossroads?

A No, from my arrival until shortly after I left again
no shot was fired at the crossroads,

Q Did you not see Haas fire at the crossroads?

Yes, Haas did some firing out of the SPW,
What weapon did he use?
A machine-pistol.

Q Were there any Americans standing in the field, when
you arrived at the field, or when you arrived in the pasture at
the vieinity of the crossroads?

A No, at that time, there was nobody.

Q Did you see any Germans in the fisld or the pasture

near the crossroads?
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vehicle?

A ¥ the vehicle,
Q About how mich distance was there betwsen these two
vehicles?

A 15 to 20 meters,

Q Did the Americans who were 1g in the field appear
to be dead?

A Yes.

Q Did Reider's vehicle leave the crossroads before your
vehicle, or after your vehicle?

A Before I left the crossroads,
Q Did you ever hear Lieutenant Rumpf give an order to
shoot prisoners of war?

A No.

DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): No further questions,

RE CROSS=EXAMINA TTON

QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher):

Q Now, this man Haas that you speak about was in the 9th
Panzer Pioneer Company, too, is that right?

A Yes.

Q And the man that he shot was an American soldier, un-
armed and who was on his knees praying in the ditch on the right
hand side of the road?

A May T ask who is supposed to have shot him?

Q Haas{

Yes.




Now, didn't you testify on direct examination that

you didn't see Reider at the crossroads?

A

I said that I didn't see Reider in the fields, nor

did T see him at the crossroads.

Q

You never laid eyes on Reider anywhere in the vicinity

of the erossroads or the field, is that righ%?

A

0

No.

But you said that he was supposed to be ahead of your

{ in your column?

A

Q

Yes.

Were you with Reider in Buellingen, when he shot a

woman in the kitchen of a house?

A

with Untersturmfeuhrer Lier?

A

Q

A
Q
A
Q

No.

Were you with Rumpf in Buellinpgen, when he talked
\

I don't know an Untersturmfeuhrer Lier,

I mean Unterscharfeuhrer Lier?

No.

He was in your Company, wasn't he?

Yes.

How long had you been in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Com-

pany, at the time of the Eifel Offensive?

A
9Lk,
Q

I was in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company since April,

Do you recognize this as the handwriting of your Com=-

pany Commander, Cbersturmfeuhrer Rumpf -- I'm referring now to

the handwriting and not to the contents?




A No, I can't say with certainty whether

handwriting of Rumpf -- T don't know his hand

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): I object to that question,

on the same grounds, and for the same reason, for which I have
already objected. At that time I said that the witness was not
a handwriting expert and at that time the court sustained my
objection.

ZMBER: Well, the witness has said that he doesn't
recopnize it, so I believe that that will suffice.

Q Do you remember on the night of the 16th-17th of Decem-
ber that Unterscharfeuhrer Lier was assigned to the point of your
Company.

A No, I don't know about that,

Q You said that you were in Buellingen on the 19th of
December, 194k, is that right? Correction -- I mean, on the 17th
of December, 19447

A On the 17th of December, yes.

Q Did you see Unterscharfeuhrer Haas there in Beullingen,
at that time?

A No.

Q I read to you a statement and ask you if you lmow

whether or not these facts are true —




that statement, I ask you if
ts are true?

I never did hear anything about that, nor did I see

words, you didn't arch the houses in Buell-
ingen with Haas of your Company, is that ripht?
A No,
Now, Untersturmfeuhrer Herring was also an officer
of your Company, wasn't he?
A Yes.

Q And he was commanded by Obersturmfeuhrer Rumpf, wasn't

Yes.
And you heard him bragging on the 18th of December
about having shot an American at the crossroads, didn't you?
A Yes,

PROSECUTICON (Captain Schumacher): No further questions.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTICNS BY THE DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton):
Q Was Reider in the same vehicle that Haas was in?

A Reider belonged to the group of Haas,

Q Well, was he in the same vehicle with Haas?
A

Yes,
DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): If the court please, T
would like to ask one question that should have been asked on

direct examination -=

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No objection.




question,
(Colonel Sutton): Thank you,
Do you lmow Willie von Chamier?
Yes.

Did you see him at the orossroads?

SE (Colonel Sutton): No further questions,

CROSS EXAl TTON
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher):

Q One more question -- will you:swear on vour oath
bafore this court that Willie von Chamier did not shoot any pri-
soners of war at the crossroads at any time between 1200 hours
and 1lico hours at any time on the 16th of December, 19LL?

A I didn't see Willie von Chamier shoot at the cross-
roads.

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No further ques-
tions by the prosecution.

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense has nothing
further on re-direct.

PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions by any
member of the court?

Vhereupon, there beiag no further questions, the wit-
F

ness was excused and withdrew.)

PRESIDENT: The witness is excused,

DEFENSE (Colonel Bverett): The defense calls as its
next witness Hans Buchman, Lieutenant Waller will conduct the

examination on behalf of the defense.




throurh the interpreter, and

as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller):
1 you state your name?
Hans Buchman,

Were you a member of the Waffen S8, during the period

December 19L)y — December 16th, 194l to 16th December, 19157

A Yes.
Q What Company and what Regiment were you a member of?

Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Regiment.
Q During that period, was your Company attached to the
1st Regiment?

A Yes, the 1st Panzer Regiment.

Q On or about the 18th day of December, 19Ll, were you
in la Gleize?

A Yes.

Q What direction did you come from, just prior to arriv-
ing in the vicinity of La Gleize?

A From the direction of Stavelot.

Q When you entered la Gleize, can you describe, on Pros—
ecution Exhibit No. 3, the direction of travel that you assumed?
Will you come over here a minute, please? (The witness approached
the wall map of the pertinent area, Prosecution Exhibit No. 3, as
requested,) Now, will youdescribe to the court your course of
travel from Stavelot to La Gleize? How did you proceed to La

Gleize?




map, Prosecution it No. 3, the rou
i (Lieutenant Waller):
that the witness had indicated the highway designated on the
map in pink, indicating the main highway from Stavelot to La
Gleize.
PR JTION (Mr, Ellowitz): No objection,
At what time of the day did you arrive in La Gleize?
It was between 3 -- no, between 2 and 3 o'clock in
the afternoon.
(Whereupon the witness resumed the witness stand.)
(Lieutenant Waller): I hand the reporter
a document and request that it be 1 Defense Fxhibit D-2l,

for identification",

(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as reques-

ted, )

Q T hand you this document, marked "Defense Exhibit D-2l,
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that sketch
portrays?

A That is the tovm of La Cleize.

Q Does it reasonably portray the condition of the streets
of the town of La Gleize on the 18th of December, 19L4?

A Yes.

Q Doss the sketch reasonably portray the position of the
church on the 19th day of December, 19LL?

A Yes.

Q Does the sketch reasonably portray the position of
the schoolhouse of the town of La Gleize on the 19th of Decem-
ber, 194L?

A Yes,.




church are?
you mean t! symbols (the wi

sketch)?

Q Yes, that's correct.

A That is the cemetary.

DE] (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please,

we ask that the document previocusly marked as "Defense Exhibit
D-2l, for identification" be accepted into e nce by the court,

marked as "Defense Exhibit D-24", for attachment to the record.

PROSECUTION: No objection,
T no ot >tion,
marked — the Exhibit will be marked as Defense Exhibit D-2l,
accepted into evidence by the court, and attached to the record
NSE (Lieutenant Waller): I hand the reporter

a further document and ask that it be marked as "Defense Exhibit
D-25, for identification',

(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as reques-
ted,) &
Q I hand you this document, marked "Defense Exhibit D-25,
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, it portrays?

A That is the town of La Gleize.

Q Does that reasonably portray the condition of the vill-

age of La Gleize, on or about the 18th of December, 19LL?

A Yes.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time,
the document just identified by the witness, previously marked as
"Defense Bxhibit D-25, for identification", and ask that it be
accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit

D-25", for attachment to the record.



http:surroundin.cr

jection.

There being no objection, the document will
be markad as Defense Exhibit D s accepted into evidence by the
court for attachment to the record.

Q I hand you another e t, marked "Defense Exhibit
D-26, for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that
portrays?

2, and apparently the
shown in this picture is the road to Cheneux.

Q Does this reasonably portray the condition of the
town of La Gleize, as it appeared on the 23rd of December, 19LL?

A Yes, with the exception of the ruins.

Q Do you know the condition of the tovm of La Gleize on
the 23rd of December, 15447

A Only part of it.

Q Do you know whether or not the picture portrayed in
this photograph is a reasonable representation of that section of
La Gleize, as it appeared on the 23rd of December, 19LL?

A Well, with the exception of a few buildings -- I don't
think that building was there at that time (the witness pointed
to the exhibit) —

Q Will you indicate on the picture with this pen which
building was not there on the 23rd day of December, 19LL?

(Whereupon the witness marked with a pen, as requested.)
DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time, the
document just identified by the witness, previously marked as "De-

fense Exhibit D-26, for identification", and ask that it be accep-

ted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-26",

for attachment to the record.




on the ground it represents
a certain section of (6) e at this time, with the

exception of ruins and new building iew of the very small

scale of the photograph, we don't believe that this vitness is

competent to make the identification, If it is shown that the wit-
ness has been in La Gleize since this time, we will withdraw the
objection -~
INSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, we
believe that this photograph has been adequately identified by
the witness as representing the condition of that portion of the
tovm of La Gleize as it appeared on the 23rd day of December, 19Ll,
with the exception of one house, which- he has marked with an "X",
which was constructed after the 23rd of December, 19Lk.
Is this one of the photographs that lir.
Rulien took on his recent trip?
DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Yes, sir.
TAW MEMBER: Will Mr, Rulien further identify it?

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Yes, sir. He can and

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled and the photo-
graph will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as De-
fense Exhibit D-26 for attachment to the record.

(Whereupon the Exhibit was marked as indicated by the
reporter. )

DEFENSZ (Lieutenant Waller): Now, if the court please,
we would like to recall this witness, after we have completed offer-
ing all of our exhibits into evidence, but for the purpose of cross-
examination we are tendering the witness to the prosecution, for the

purpose of cross-examination,
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Showing you ti photograph, marked Defense ®xhibit
D-26, what portion of la Gleize does that photograph show?

A It shows a portion of the schoolhouse and the ehurch
and the road -- the road ich, according to my opinion -- runs
to Cheneux.

Q Have you ever been down the road from La Gleize
Cheneux?

A We were standing on that road, near the wall of the
cemetary, part of which is shown here —-

Q That's not my question —- T asked whether you had
ever been down the road from la Gleize to Cheneux?

A Yes, we drove down this road in our SPW,

Q Can you tell, from an examination of that photograph,
where it was taken from?

A No.

Q You have described certain rins in that photograph --
what are the ruins?

A They are the ruins apparently caused by artillery fire,

Q Were those houses ruined on the 23rd of December, when

you were in La Gleize?
A I don't know on which day,
Well, were they destroyed before you left La Gleize?
I don't know that,
When did you leave La Gleize?
On the 2lith,
And you don't remember whethor these houses were des~
troyed before you left La Oleize or not?

A No.




Decenber,
A
Q Then, if you can't remember whether or not these houses
were destroyed, how can you identify this as a picture of La Glei
(Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, that
is a matter which is calling for a conclusion of the witness and
it is not within the proper province of the witness' testimony.
’ROSECUTION: If it please the court, this witness has
identified this photograph as a photograph of La Gleize and T am
only asking how he identifies the picture.

PR The objection is overruled,

Q How do you recognize this as a photograph of the village
of La Gleize?

A T remember this schoolhouse, and this next house -- the

house next to the road down here (the witness pointed to the photo-

graph).

Q You are certain in your own mind then that this ia a
pieture of the village of la Gleizme?

A Yes,

Q Does that show the entire villape of La Gleize?

A No.

PROSECUTION: No further questions.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller):

Q Do you know whether or not there was any fighting or
artillery fire on the village of La Oleize, after the Germans
had evacuated the town on the 2lth day of December, 19LL?

A As to that, I don't know,

R




questions,
No further questions.
Are there any questions by the court of
this witness? If not, the witness is excused,
(¥hereupon, there being no further questions, the wit-
ness was excused and withdrew,)
ISE (Colonel Everett): defense calls, as its
next witness, Fritz Willecke. Lieutenant Waller, on behalf of

the defense, will conduct the examinati on.

> & witness for the defense, w recalled,
the witness was reminded that he was still under oath, and testi-

fied through the interpreter as follows:
RE DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller):

Q You are the same Fritz Willecke that has testified
heretofore before this court, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q On the 23rd day of December, 19Lly, were you in the vie-
inity of La Gleize?

Yes, in La Gleize,

In what portion of La Gleize were you stationed?

A
Q
A In the Preist's house.
Q

On the 22nd day of December, 194k, were you in the town
of La Gleize?
A Yes,
Q Where were you stationed at that time?

A In the house of the Priest of la Gleize,




Gleize?

T hand you "Defense Exhibit D-27, for identification"
and ask you what, if anything, that photograph portrays?

A This is the church of La Gleize,

Q Does that photopraph indicate anything else?

A Yes, it indicates ti everything is destroyed.

PROSECUTION: Will you have the witness speak a little
louder, please?
Witness: Yes, sir: the church is destroyed.

Q Does this picture indicate any other physical terrain
features, other than the church? I mean, does this picture in-
dicate the territory surrounding the church?

A Yes, this is the wall of the church (the witness indi-
cated by pointing to the photograph),

Q Do the physical features indicated on that plcture rea-
sonably indicate the conditions there as they existed on the 23rd
day of December, 19LL7?

A Yes.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, the

defense o'fers into evidence at this time, the document just iden-
tified by the witness, previously marked as "Defense Exhibit D-27,
for identification", and asks that it be marked as "Defense Exhibit
D-27" for attachment to the record.

PROSECUTION: No objection,

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the document offer-
ed into evidence by the defense will be accepted into evidence by
the court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-27 and attached to the re-

cord,




show you an exhibit marked "Defe

cation", and ask you what, if anything that

> church of La Gleize and this is the en-
trance to the church (the witn bointed to the photopraph

handed to him).

Q What else does this picture

A It indicates that the tower and the roof of the
church are broken down and destroyed.

Q Does this picture indicate the condition of the ceme-
tary and the church wall, as they existed on or about the 23rd
day of December, 1947

A Yes.

Q Does this picture indicate the condition of the
church, as it existed on the 23rd day of December, 19442

A Yes.

DE E (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please,
we offer into evidence at this time the document just identified
by the witness and ask that it be accepted into evidence by the
court, marked us Defense Exhibit D-28 for attachment to the record.

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the document
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court,
marked as Defense Exhibit D-28 and attached to the record,

Q I show you a picture marked "Defense Exhibit D-29,
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that victure

portrays?

A That is also the church of La Gleize,
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Lieutenant ler): If it please the court,
we offer into evidence at this time the document just identified
by the witness, previously marked as " mse Exhibit D-29, for
identification", and ask that it be accepted into evidence by the
court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-29" and attached to the record.

No objection.

There being no objection, the document just
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidenceby the court,
marked as Defense Exhibit D-29 and attached to the record,

Q I show you a picture marked as "Defense Exhibit D-30,
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture

portrays?

A That is the schoolhouse of La Gleize.

Q Does the picture portray the condition of the school-
house, as it reasonably existed, on or about the 23rd day of Dec-
ember, 19412

A Yes.

Q Look at the picture once apain -- was that truck pre-
sent, on or about the 23rd day of December, 19L)?

A No, the truck was not there.

Q With the exception of that truck, all of the physical
conditions portrayed on that picture are those that existed on or
about the 23rd day of December, is that correct?

A Yes.

DEFENSE (ILieutenant Waller): If it please the court,
we offer into evidence at this time, the document -- a photograph --

Just identified by the witness, and ask that it be accepted into
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ridence

tion.

There being no objection, the exhibit offer—
ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, mark-
ed as Defense Exhibit D-30 and attached to the record.

Q I show you another pictuve, marked "Defense Exhibit D-31,
for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture
portrays?

A Yes, that is the church of La Gleize —- and this is
the part where the first shell hit the church (the witness pointed
to the photograph) and this is the spot re I was sitting (the
witness pointed again to the photograph).

DEFEL} (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show that
the witness has indicated a place on the picture indicated as being
the second column of the picture.

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the record will

Q Do the physical conditions represented there reason-
ably represent the conditions as they existed, of the church of
La Gleize, on the 23rd day of December, 19L)?

A I saw —- I wasn't there any more after the first shell,
I was only there when that hole was caused znd after that T wasn't
there any more.

Q Well, does the picture reasonably represent the condi-
tions -- the physical conditions -- of the church of La Gleize
after the 'first shell hit?

A Well, after the first shell hit, it didn't look like

this -~ there were wounded people lying all around and then they




(Lieutenant Waller): T will not

® being. I would like to recall this witness
later time, so, for the purpose of cross-examination, we will
tender the witness to the prosecution at this time,

PROSECU (Colonel Ellis): No cross-examination.
DEFFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls as its
next witness, Miles Rulein and Lieutenant Waller, on behalf of
the defense, will conduct the direct examination,'

W. RULEIN, a witness for the defe‘nse, was

recalled and reminded that he was still under oath before the

court, he then testif: through the interpreter as follows:

CT EXAMINATTON

NSE (Lieutenant Wallew):
Q Are you the same Miles W, Rulein that has previously
testified before this court?
A Yes.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, if the purpose of

this witness is to state that these pictures were taken in June,

1946, we will so stipulate.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): A1l right, we will so
stipulate with the prosecution, however, we have some further
questions that we would like to develop from this witness.

Q T show you Defense Bxhibit D-2) and ask you what that
sketch portrays?
A That is a sketch of a plan of part of La Oleize.
Q Would you bring that sketch up to the court here, please?
(Whereupon the witness left the witness stand and brought

the sketch to the court bench, as requested),




Stavelot, entering La Gleize?

A Yos, it twists up this hill on this side (the
pointed to the sketch) and comes into La Gleize at a """ here.

Q Would you describe the road lea ing La Gleize, towards
Cheneux?

A Yes, in coming in on this same road, you take the
left hand side of the "Y" and swing around the Church and then
you come into the Cheneux road.

Q Is this the Cheneux road?

A Yes.

Q What does this road indicate, if you know?

A All T know is that there is a lane that comes in
at that point.

Q That is a lane, rather than a road then, is that right?

A Yes.

Q Are the symbols to Stoumont and Spa, proper, correct?

A Yes.

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit D-28, will you place that
photograph on the map, showing approximately that physical condi-
tion that it portrays on this sketeh?

A Yes, that is a picture of the churchyard and of the
entrance to it.

Q I show you Defense Exhibit D-29., Will you place that
picture on the sketch, showing the apnroximate physical condition
that it represents?

A Yes.

Q T show you Defense Exhibit D-27. Will you place that

pleoture on the sketch, indicating the aprroximate physical condi-

tion that it represents?




i (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please,

have all of the pictures been marked in their position on the

SMBER: T believe so.

Q I show yon Defense Exhibit D-26 and ask you from what
position was that picture talken?

A It was along towards Stoumont, looking across the
valley to La Gleize,

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-31, for identification!
and ask you what, if anything, that picture portrays.

A Tes, that is the interior of the church of La Gleize,

Q Was that picture taken under your direction?

A Yes,

Q About when was that picture taken?

A It was taken on June 25th, 1946, T think it was taken
in the afternoon.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court please, we
offer at this time the picture Just identified by this witness,
previously marked "Defense Exhibit D-31, for identification, and
ask that it be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "De-
fense Exhibit D-31" for attachment to the record.

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, it will be accep-
ted into evidence by the court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-31,
and attached to the record.

Q Can you describe the heipht of the surface of the ceme-
tary, relative to the wall that surrounds it?

A Yes, that wall is a retaining wall and the surface of

the churchyard was sulistantially level with the top of the wall,
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Is there at any point, what would be called an in-

side portion of this wall?

A T don't ungerstand what you mean by "inside portion"?

Q Well, is there a portion of this wall where an indi-
vidual could be requested to stand against the wall -- with his
back to the wall?

A No, not in the churchyard.

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-32, for identification",
which represents a statement taken from Father Louis X

do you recogn: that as the signature of the affiant?

A Yes, I do.

Q Were you present at the taking of this statement?
A

Yes, I was.

On 31)‘*.ro::i.mal'.e‘l;r what date was this statement taken?

June 1lth, 19L6.

And where was that statement talken?

In the residence of the Priest in the town of La Gleize.

Who else was present at that time?

A Corporal George Converse as interpreter and 1fss Betty
Young, as stenographer.

Who interrogated the affiant?

You did.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show that
the witness has indicated Second Liautenant Waller, We would like
to offer at this time, if the court please, the exhibit previously
marked "Defense Exhibit D-32, for identification" and ask that it

be accepted by the court into evidence, marked as "Defense Exhibit
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> record,
No objection,
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit

offsred by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the

court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-32 and attached to the re-

SE (Lieutenant Wallev): We ask the permis
f the court to re this statement into the record.
No objection,
It may be read to the court.

ISE (Lieutenant W: er):  If the court please, I
will qualify two other statements before the recess and then we
can read these into the record later this afternoon, if that is
agreeable?

Yes, do that.

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D-33, for identificationt

and ask you -- this represents the statement of Alfred Kruetz , ==

if you were present at the time this statement was taken?
A Yes, I was,
Where vas that statement taken?
At Ia Gleize, Belgium.
Who else was present at the time that statement was taken?
Corporal George Converse, as interpreter, and Miss Betty
Young, as typist.
Q And by whom was that statement taken?
A This statement was taken by you.
DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show that
the witness has indicated Second Lieutenant Waller,
PROSECUTION: No objection,

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, let the record

e b i St

S




E (Lieutenant Waller): We offer into evidence
at this time the exhibit just identified by the witness, previous-
1y marked as "Defense Exhibit D-33, for identification", and ask
that it be accepted into evidence by the court, and marked as "De-
fense Exhibit D=33" for attachment to the record.

ECUTION: No objection.

DE) There being no objection, the exhibit offer-
ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, mark-
ed as Defense Exhibit D-33 and will be attached to the record.

PROSECUT: Colonel Ellis): If the court please, we
would like to reserve our ripht to object to these statements,
insofar as the competency or relevancy of them is concerned, be-
cause we haven't had time to read either one of them.

PRESTDENT: The prosecution has that right reserved.

Q I show you an exhibit marked "Defense Exhibit D-3lL,
for identification" and ask you if you were present at the time
that that statement was taken?

A Yes, I was.

On what day was that taken?

It was on June 15th, 19L6.

And where was that taken?

In the home of Madame ___» in Ia Gleize.

By whom was that statement taken?

By myself.

And who acted as interpreter for you at that time?

Corporal Georpe Converse.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this time,
the exhibit just identified by the witness and ask that it be

accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit




D-34" for attachment to the record.
same reser-
vation, if it please the court.

PRESTDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit just
offered by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court,
marked as Defense Exhibit D-3) and attached to the record, subject
to the reservation that the prosecution may object at a later time,

Q I show you & statement marked "Defense Exhibit D-35, for
identification", which represents a statement taken from Armand
Baldus. Were vou present at the time that this statement was taken?

A I was.

By whom was that statement taken?

By me.

On what date was that statement taken?

On June 16th, 19L6.

And where was that statement taken?

In La Gleize, Belgium.

Q And who else was present at the time that this statement
was taken?

A Corporal George Converse, as interpreter.

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): The defense offers at this
time the exhibit just identified by the witness and asks that it be
accepted into evidence by the court, marked as "Defense Exhibit D-35"
and attached to the record.

PROSECUTION: No objection, subject to the same reserva-
tion, if it please the court.

PRESTDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered
by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked

as Defense Exhibit D-35 and attached to the record. The prosecu-
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tion having reserved its right to object at a later t:

will recess until 1330 hours,

(Whereupon the court, on the direction of esident,

recessed, to reconvene at 1330 hours,)




#329-8R~7 /5-1 AFTERNOON SESSION

(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1330 hours.)
PRESIDENT: Court will come to order.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the
record show that all the members of the Court, all the
members of the Prosecution, with the exception of Captain
Byrne, who has been excused by verbal orders of the Com-
manding General, all the members of the Defense, with the
exception of Lieutenant Colonel Dwinell, Mr. Walters, Dr.
leer, Dr. leiling, Dr. Pfister, Dr. Wieland, and Dr.
Hertkorn, who are absent on business of the accused, all
the defendants and the reporter are present.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls Miles W.
Rulien.

MILES W, RULIEN, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously sworn, resumed the stand and testi-
fied further through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused, )

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
still under oath.

LT, WAHLER: At this time the Defense requests
permission to read its exhibits into evidence.

PRESIDENT: Grantede

(Whereupon Lt. Wahler proceeded to read Exhibit D-32
as follows:

. "La Gleize, Belgium
11 June 1946.

On the gbove date It., W, J. Wahler, in the
presence of Miss Betty Young, stenographer; Cpl.
George M. Converse, interpreter; and Mr. Miles W.
Rulien, investigator, interrogated the following
named witness, whose statements have all been given

under ocath: 2818
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What is your name?
Father Louis Desire Joseph Blokian.

What religious denomination are you?
Catholic.

How long have you had this parrish at La Gleize,
Belgium?

Nine years.

Do you recall during the month of December 19kl the
occupation of La Gleize by German soldiers?
Yes.

During the occupation of LaGleize by the German armed
forces did you remain in your parrish in La Gleize?
Yes.

Did you take refuge while the town of La Gleize was
under seige?
Yes.

Then did you take refuge?
On Monday, 18 December Lk, at 1:45, when the Germans
entered La Gleize,

Where did you take refuge?
In the cellar of the house of Arthur George.

Who were present in the cellar at this time?

Mr. George's family. Others arrived later, but at the
present time I don't recall their names. On Tuesday

all the people living around the parrish came to refuge in
the cellar. There was also a German refugee there,

When you went into the cellar was there a lot of artillery
from American forces being fired into La Gleize?
No.

Was La Gleize ever under fire from American forces?
Yes, beginning on Tuesday.

Vhen the Germans came into La Gleize on Monday were
there any Apericans in the village at that time?
No.

When was the first time that you heard of American
prisoners of war being brought to La Gleize?

I don't know exactly. It was probably Wednesday, or
Thursday .,

Where is Mr., George's home located with relation to the
church?
About 30 meters away, on the main road of La Gleize.

How long did you remain in the cellar before you left
it?

I left 4t about 4:30 on Monday, just as it was beginning
to get dark.
620




Tk #329-7/5-SR-3 And where did you go?
To the Communal House which was inhabited by the
teacher.

How long did you remain there?
Five minutes.

Where is the Communal House located with relation to
the church?
Across the s treet.

In order to get to the Communal House you had to walk
along the road past the cement wall surrounding the
church?

I followed the road along the cemetery, inside the wall,
between the cemetery and the church.

4s you walked along the road to Mr. George's house to the
entrance to the cemetery, did you look down the road?
Yes, but there was a lot of rifle fire and we hurried.

Did you see anything as you looked down this road?
Nothing special. There were Germans there, as there
was everywhere.

Did you at that time see the bodies of any American
soldiers lying on the road?
No.

When did you again return to Mr, George's home?
Perhaps 10 minutes at the most.

Where did you go when you arrived at Mr. George's home
the second time?
To the cellar.

How long did you remain in the cellar the second time?
Until about 10 o'clock on Tuesday, in the morning.

Did you leave the cellar at that time?

Yes, I went to the kitchen which was at the top of the
stairs, The Germans were there, and the people of the
house were there, making coffee.

And what did you do, Father?
I just looked and went back into the cellar.

When did you leave the cellar again, if at all?
Sunday, 2l December L.

And where did you go this time?

We looked all about. 7The Americans were there., I
went up to the village and then back to my house. The
American commander was in the last house of the village
and was still doing a lot of phoning. I asked him
where we should go. He said te go towards Stoumont.

Did you go to Stoumont?
No, + went back to my people, in order to tell them,
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And then what did you do?

We were given the order to evacuate, that we were
to get our things together and that automobiles
would come to get us at lj o'clock.

What, if anything else, did you do?

I went to my house. We remained there watching the
troops. I was asked to go around the village to
assemble the peoples

Did you ever leave La Gleize?
Yes, on the 2th.

How long did you remain away?
Until the following Saturday, the 30th of Dycember.
I returned once during the period that we were gone.

When was that?
Wednesday or Thursday. We buried a small boy who had
died while we were away.

unat did he die from, Father?
The boy died from influenza.

Between the period of 18 Dec and 2l Dec, up to the
time that you left the village of La Gleize, did you
ever see the bodies of any dead American soldiers
lying in La Gleize?

No.

During this period of time, Father, what was your
church being used for?

As a hospital. I suppose the soldiers also took
shelter there.

Were these soldiers that you speak of American or
German?
German.

Do you know if there were any wounded American
soldiers lying in this church?
People have told me there were.

Were these American soldiers being treated by the
Germans?
I don't think so.

Did you ever examine the wall surrounding the clurch
for bullet holes?

About a year later when an investigation was made by
the Americans.

Did you look at the wall?
Yes.

When you examined the wall, Father, did you notice
any marks which could have been made by bullets from
small arms fire?
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Tk #329-7/5-8"%5 No, it does not seem to me. Tpere are marks, but
don't appear to be from small arms, and certainly
not from mass firing.

By mass firing do you mean machine gun fire, and
machine pistols?
Yes. No proving marks were visible.

Did you examine the outside wall of your schoolhouse?
Partially, yes.

Did you see any marks that could have been caused by
small arms fire on that wall?
No.

At any time, Father, did you see the bodies of
American soldiers in the town®

No, except those I told you that had been burned in
tanks. I had seen only one body in a tank. The
body was so burned that it could not be extracted
from the tank. I saw helmets of American soldiers
with holes and brain matter inside.

Where were these helmets found?

In a small path at the end of the church property,
which is a small field about 50 meters from the
church.

How many helmets did you see?
One with brain matter in it, and the other with a
hole in it.

Father, your church is in the center of the cemetery,
is that right?
Yes.

While you were in the cellar, from Monday 18 December
Ll ti11 Sunday 2l December Lk, did you at any time
hear the moaning or groaning of human beings?

No. I heard cries, but they were from people in

the village who were calling to see if we were there.

Then they were not cries in the sense that we use the
word. They were one individual calling to another?
Yes.

(signed) Louis Desire Joseph Blokian
Father Louis Desire Joseph Blokian
La Gleize, Belgium

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1lth day of June
1946

(signed) W. J. Bahler, JAGD
2nd Lt. W J. Wahler, JAGD
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| nd Tk #329

"I, Corporal Converse, 4223531k, being first duly
sworn, state: That I truly translated the oath ad-
ministered by 2nd Lt. W, J. Wahler to Father Louis
Desire Joseph Blokian, and that thereupon he made
and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own
handwriting in my presences

(signed) Cpl. George Converse
Cpl George Converse

I, Cpl George Converse, Li223531), being first duly
sworn, state that the foregoing is a true and correct
translation of the sworn testimony of Father Louis
Desire Joseph Blokian given at LaGleize on the 11th of
dune, 1946, to the best of my ability,

(signed) Cpl George Converse
Cpl George Converse

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June
1946, by the above affiant, Cpl George Converse.

(signed) W. J. Wahler, JAG
2nd Lt W. J, Wahler, JAG")

(Whereupon Exhibit D-33 was translated and read in
the German language by the interpreter,)




DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER): This is Defense Exhibit,

"laGleize, Belgium,
11 June 1946,

"I, ALFRED KREUTZ, being duly sworn on my oath, depose and say:

"I am 49 years old end live in LaGleize with my wife and
family. On the 18th of December 1944 I took refuge in a
cellar in a house located on the top of a hill on the outskirts
of LaGleize. I stayed there until the following Friday morning.
During this time, between Monday and Friday, I left the cellar
several times to go to my own house to see that everything was
all right. My house is loceted about 30 or 4C meters from the
cellar in which I took refuge. I then got orders on Friday
morning at 7:30, from the Jermans to go on a detail to carry
mattresses from verious places in the town to the cellar in
which I was staying. The Germans took this cellar as a place
for their wounded. I finished this about 10:30 and was
relieved from the detail.

"The Germans told me that I had to find a new place to
stay, so 1 went to a house close to the church and on my way
I found my wife and two children behind e hedge. I took them
and we went to this house, All this time we were running be~
cause there was & great deal of firing going on in laGleize.
The Germans came to the houss in vhich I was staying and told
us we had to move because it was not safe for us to remain in
this section of the town because of the heavy firing. I asked
them to get me a new shelter., They then asked me where I
wanted to go. I told them that I would like to go to the
church, where they then took me. We went into the church and
sat down in one corner on a bench. At this time there were
about 16 wounded German soldiers in the church, and ons wounded
American who the Germans were treating, Later in the day,
however, many more German soldiers were brought into the church.
We steyed here until Saturday at 4:30, when we were moved
because of the heavy shelling of the church. We went to a
small shed belong to Mr. lembert, about 26 meters from the
church. We stayed thore until 3:30 in the morning (Sunday),
and then fled through the fields to a small woods in the
valley below the village. We left there at 7:30 in the morn-
ing. We tried to cross the fields, but the firing was too
heavy and we returned to the woods. Then at 10:30 we heard
someone calls, I looked and saw two American soldiers. They
helped us and took us to the road, and told us to go to the
civilian station where there was aide

"During the whole period of time that I have heretofor
described I did not see any bodies of dead American soldiers.

(Signed) A. Kreuts
Alfred Kreutz
"Subscribed and sworn to me this 1lth day of June 1946;
(SignodE W. J. Wahler
2nd Lt, W. J, Wehler
"I, Cpl Georg Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn,
state; that I truly translated the oath administered by

2nd Lt, W.J, Wahlsr to Alfred Kreutz, and that there upon
he made and subsoribed the foregoing statement in his own
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handwriting.

(signed) _Cpl. Georgs Converse

Cpl George Converse.

"I, Cpl George Couverse, 42236514, being first duly sworn,
state that the foregoing is a true and correct translation
of the sworn testimony of Alfred Kreutz given at LaGleize
on the 1lth day of June 1946, to the best of my ability.

(signed) Cpl. George Converse

"Subscribed and sworn to hefore me this 18th day of June
1946,

(signed) W, J. Wehler
2nd Lt. JAGD

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.)
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): This is Defense Exiaibit D-34:

"La Gleize, 15 June 1946,

"I, Mme, MARTIA GREGOIRE, being first duly sworn, on oath
aver=

"Thet I was and am now a resident of laGleize, I was such
a resident during the time of December, 1944: that when
the Germans re-entered the village of laGleize on the

date of 18 December 1946, I with several other persons
took refuge fram the firing in a celler, such refuge
proved unsafe and we took refuge in the celler of the
church which wus used by the Germans as a hospital, that
while living in the refuge in the church we saw three
wounded American soldiers treated in the German hospital
therein; that one of said American soldiers, being badly
wounded in both legs, died: that the body of said American
soldier was taken outside of the church, that while at the
church and movingz around the church and environs, when
safe, I never saw the body of any other American soldier,
nor have 1 any knowledge of the non-combet shooting of any
Amoricen soldier, nor have I heard of any such non-cambat
shooting of any imerican soldier by the Germans during the
month of December, 1944,

FURTHER AFIANT SAYETH NOT,.

(Signed) Maria Gregoire
ia Gleize

"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1fth day of June,
A.D. 1946,

(8igned) Miles W. Rulien

Miles W.Rulien, D-152267, P=5
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sh=3 "I, Cpl George Converse, ASN 42236314, being first duly
sworn, State: That I truly translated the oath
administered by Miles W. Rullen to Maria Gregoire, and
that thereupon she made and subsoribed the foregoing
statement in her own handwriting in my presence.

(Signed) Cpl. George Converse
42235314

"I, Cpl George Converse, 42236314, being first duly sworn,
state that the forgoing is a true and correct translation
of the sworn testimony of Maria Gregoire given at LaGleize
on the 15 day of June 1946 made to the best of my ability.

(8igned) Cpl. George Converse
42235314

"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June
1946 by the above affiant, Cpl Georg Converse.

(83gned) W. J. Wahler
2nd Lt. JAG
(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.)

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): This is Defense Exhibit D=35:

"laGleize, 15 June 1946.

"I, M, ARMAND BALIUS, being first duly sworn, on my oath
aver=

That I am a resident of laGleize, Belgium, that I was
such a resident during the month of December 1946, that
on December 18, 1746, when the germans entered the village
of La Gleizs, as above steted, my family and I took
refuge from the dangers of battle in a nearby celler and
when this proved to be too dangerous in not offsring much
protection, my family and I fled to the stone church,
This church was used by the Germans as a hospital and
wounded American soldiers were cared for there end I saw
that this was sos I know of no imerican goldier of this
time whowas shot other than in combat. I know of no
Americen soldier who was shot at the wall of the cemetary
and church, and if that had been done, I would have known
about it, being right there at the time,

"FURTHER AFIANT SAYETH NOT.

(8igned) _Armend Baltus

"SUBSCRIBRD AND sworn to before mo this 15th day of JUNE,A.D,
1948, ;

(Signed) Miles W, Rulien

K1lés W. Rulien, D-162267,P=6.
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"I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn,
state; That I truly translated the oath sdministered by
Miles W. Rulien to Armand Baltus, and that thereupon he
made and subsoribed the foregoing statement in his own
handwriting in my presence.

(Signed) Cpl. George Converse
4223653514

"I, George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn,
state that the foregoing is a true and correct translation
of the sworn testimony of Armand Baltus given at laGleize
on the 165th day of June 1946, to the bast of my ability.

(8igned) Cpl. George Converse
42235314

"Sbusoribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June
by the above affiant, Cpl. George Converse.

(Signed) Wilbert J. J. Wahler
2nd A

e A

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER):
Q Mr. Rulien, how large a village is LaGleize?
A About fifty buildings, I guess.
What is the approximate population of the village?
I imagine about three hundred.
How many churches are there in the village of LaGleize?
Just oms,
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): That is all, your witness.
PROSECUTION: No cross examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.
(Whersupon the excused witness withdrew.)
DEFENSE: The defense calls as its next witness Lt. Wilbert
Jo J. Wehler. Col., Sutton, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct
the direct examination,
LT, WILBERT J. J. WALLER, oalled as a witness for the Defense,
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as followa:
(Lt, Wehler - Dir ect)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
NS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON):
State your name to the Court,
Wilbert J. J. Wehlen
V&mt‘is your present assigmment?
I am one of the assistant defense coungels.
In what case ars you connected with?
With the Malmedy trial,
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): It is requested that the reporter
mark this document D-36 for identification,
(Whereupon the dcoument referred to was marked Dofense Rxhibit
D-36 for identification by the reporters)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON):
Q I will hand you a document and ask you if you can identify
A I can,
Q Phat is it?
A That is & statement taken under oath fram one of the acoused,
Fritz Gebauer.
Who took that statement?
I took it - I took that statement.
"hat is the date on the statement?
Thet statement was taken on the 29th day of June 1946,
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): I offer Defonse Exhibit D-36
for identification in evidence,
PROSECUTION: Was that being offered just for identifica-
tion or was it...
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): Offered in evidenoe,
PROSECUTION: Prosecution objects to it as not being the

best evidence. If the Court please, if that affidavit is admissible

(Wahler - Direct)
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then they can testify through affidavit on any number of items. They
can come along with & parade of affidavits from all of these accused.
PRESIDENT: The spectators will keep their seats and the

Court will be closed.

(Whersupon the Court took a short recess.)

(Lt. Wahler - Direct)
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reupon the cowrt reconvenad 440 hourss)
Take seats. The Court is open and will
come to order.
La g + The Court has considered the admission
of Exnibit D-36 for Identification and has also considered a simil-
ar ruling made by the Court with respect to mission of statements
made by the accused. In the instant case the statement offered for
adnission into evidence was made by the accused after the commence-
sent of the trial and,undor the prineciple of the best ovidence rule,

is nov considered admissible at this time. The accused is in court,

he has the privilege of taking the stand and theon does not deprive

the prosecution of its privilepge of cross examination. The instant
case is not similar to the case in which a statement of an accused
wa mitted. The formsr case being one where the statement was taken
at Schwaibish Hall on benalf of the Prosecution and then introduced
into the Court by the Dafense. The objection to the admission of
the statement in evidence is sustainad.

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col. Sutton): lay I ask the
Court's indulgence for just a moment?

(Whereupon Cols Sutton, Col. “1lis and the witness

confers)

DSFENSE CUWSE Does the Prosecution wish to cross

(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his
seat at the Counsel Table.)

DEFSNSE COWNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next
witness Hans Buchman. Lt. Wahler on behaif of the defense will
conduwe t the direct examination.

PROSECUTION: The witness is advised he is still un=-

der oatne.
FANS BUCHEAN , recalled as a witness for the Dofense, testi-

fied furthar through an interpreter as follows:
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Are you the same s Buchman that has heretofore
testified before this court?
A Ysu's
Q n the 18th day Jocamber 1944, you testifisd that
you vere in the village of LaGleize, is that correct¥

A

in LaGleize.

Betwesn two and three o'clock.

4And where did you go when you arrived in the villsge

of LaGleize?

A % stopped in our SFV near the wall of the cemetery.

Q And with relation to the church, about how far from
the vicinity of the church?

A About ten meterss

Q Can you show us on Defensge fxhibit D=24 the approxi-
mate position that you assuned when you stoppsd in LaGleize? ¥ould
you come up here?

(¥herevpon ths witness, Lt. Wahler and Mr. Elowitz

with the interpreter approached the court bench.)

A In front of this gate. (Indicating).

Q Will you take the stand again, please? How long did
you remain in this position?

A For one hours

Q And what did you do during this period of time?

A lost of the time we were sitting on our SFW and dur-
ing the time .when the fighter bombers attacl took place we took
shelter.

Q fhat other vohiocles were presont at the time, if mny?
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About how
About ten.

Q During the period of time that you were parked ad-
Jacent to the cemetery vall, did you at any time ges any American
soldiers?

Noe

3 During this period of time did you at any time see

the bodies of any Amarican soldiors?

No.

About what time did you leave this position?

Tovards four o'clock in the eftsrmoon.

re did you go at that time?

@ drove in the dirdction of Chenaux in our SPW,

How far is Chenaux from LeGleize?

Idon't lnow thate

On the road between LeGleize and Chenaux did you at
any time see any Americsn soldiors?

A No.

Did you at any time seo bodiss of any American sol-
dierg?

A No.

Q Did you go to the village of Chenaux?

Noe

How far from the villape did you go?

4 bout how far from LeGleize did you travel?

A

Q

A I don't lmow, but I did not drive all the way alone.
]

A

I don't know that eithor. Naybe four Filometerss
Did you at any othor time return to Lagleize?

In the morning of the 19¢h. Garly in the norning of

4nd’ vhere did you zo at that time?

Vs left LaGloize at moon, in the direction of Stounonte
’ ~
(Fuchnan - redirect) deo




A About four hours.
Q During that period of time did you ever sse any Amrican
soldiers?
A No.
Q In what portion of the village did you stop at
time or during that period of time?
A In the center of the village where the big main road ise
Q And during thet period of time did you ever ses any
Amoricen soldiers?
A Noe.
Q hat tine did you leave LaGleize that day!
In the afternoon batween three and four o'clocke
Vhere did you go then?
On the road in the direction of Stoumond.
Did you ever return to LaGleize at any other time?
A Yos, on the 2lste
Q About what time of the day or night did you return to
LaGleize’
A At about three o'olock in the afternoons
Q In what ssction of the village did you go at that time?
A Vo came from tha direction of the castle of Stoument end
arrivad at the schoolhouse in LaGleize.
Q Vhen what did you do!
A We then went thro ugh the village until we reached
. the oross roads of Spa and we took water in one house there and
spent the night theres
Q Vas the village under attack at thet time from the
Ansrican forces?
A Noe
Q How long did you remsin in LaGloize?

A Until the breal out at two o'olock in the night of

(Byorman - redirect)
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the 24th.
FRE NT: Tell the witness to talk a little more
loudly, plsase.

Q During the period of time that you were in LaGleize,
at this time was the villaze at any time wnder fire from Americen
forces!

Artillery fires

On what dates did that commence?
MNTERFRETER: Did you say commence?
Yese.

It must havebeen during the night of the 21st to the

And how long did that artillery firs continue?
A It was continued wp to the lreak of--when we left La
Gleizes
Q During the period of time that you have just des-
eribed, did you at any time see American soldiers in the village
of LaGlaize?
A Noe.
Q Did you see the bodies of any American soldiers
lying arownd in LaGleize?
A No.
Q What type of work did you do at the time?
I was the leader of the radio troop.
Radio or telephone?
Telephono troops
DSFENSE COWNSEL (Lt. Wahler):s No further direct.
Your witnesse :
PROSECUTION: No cross examination.
PRES IDENT: Any quastimn' by the Court? Apparently
nona; ths witness is excused.
(¥hereupon the witness was excused ami withdrew

from ths courtroom.)

f { 4
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188 recalls as its nex
ness Fritz Villecke. L ahlsr, on behalf of the defense, will
conduct the direct examination.

FRITZ WILLECKES, recalled as a witness for the Defenss, hav-
ing been previously sworn, testified further through an interpreter
as follows!?

PROSECUT : The witness is reminded he is still
under oath.

A Yas . REDIRECT SXKANINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COWNSEL (Lt. Wahlter):

Q Are you the same .J"ritz Willecke that has heretofore
tostified before this court®

A Yes.

Q Wers you ever in the village of LaGleize?

Yes.

Vhen was the first time you were there?

Late in the afternocn of the 21st.

How long did you remain in LaGleize?

Up to the 24th at two o'clook when we retired.

And where were you located in the village of LaGleize at this

Ye had our first aid station in the Priest's houses

Yhere did you keep the wounded?

Fart of them was in the church and part of them was
accommodated in the cellers of LaGleize.

Q ‘ere there any Amerioan wounded at the time in LaGlaize?

R

I cannot t811 with certaintye

A
Q How often did you go to the Church in LaGlaize?
A

I continuously went from the Priest's house to the

o A i

church and back wntil we retireds

Q At any time that you had been in the vicinity of the

e

chureh did you at any time see any Americsn soldiers?

(#illioke = redirsct) 200-6
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oingt
helped use One--thsy volunteered for hel
Did they treat the wownded during the period of time
that you were in LaGleize?

A I cannot say that with certainty since I had to take
oaro of ths wounded in the church and those two medios were in the
first aid station in the priest's house.

Talk a littls louder, so the scoused cen hear you,
end the court, if you will, please?

A Yos.

hen was the last time you saw these med
t was in the afternocon of the 23rd.
iidn'g you see them a fter that?
‘RPRETER: Jhy did you see then?
fhy didn'y youe
Tom't toll you that oxactly. I don't remember thet
oxactly.

Q Did you at any tine see the bodies of any dead Ameri-
can soldiers in or nsar the churchyard or the cemetery in LaGleize?

No, not a singls one.

Did you ever see any in front of the church wall?

Noe

DEFENSE COWNSEL (Lt. vahlery: That is all, if the
Court please.

FROSECUTION: No.cross examination.

PRUSIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

DSFENSE COWNSSL (Lt Wahler): Do you want to adjourn
now, sir, or do you want to o ahead with another witness?

BXAMINATION BY THL COURT
LAW JEMBER: Do you Imow if a wounded American disd

in the church?

(¥illicke - redirect)
b - court)
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1 dont

n my barracks and he covered self

American and he knows that exactly.

hat is that comr

DEFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Wahler): a quos-
tion, please? Is that Kurt Eberle?

A blaok hair. Can't say his names
Did you ever go to ths schoolhouse?
you go arownd the schoolhouse, across ad from the church?

Noe I never went around to schoolhouss s

Any other questions by the Court! Ap-
parently oxcused .

(Vhereupon the witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)

(g1l icke-redirect)




(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.)
PRESIDENT; Take seats. The Court will come to order.
FROSECUTION: If the Oourt please, let the record show that
all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, with the
exception of Captain Byrne, who has been excused on verbal orders
of the Commanding General, all members of the Defense, with the
exception of Lt Col Dwinell, Mr, Walters, Dr. Wieland and Dr.
Hertkorn, who are absent on business of the Defense, all the
defendants and the Reporter are present,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witnese
Frite Koesener, Lt. Wahler on behalf of the Defense will conduct
the diredt examination,
FRITZ KOESSNER, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the Germen counsel and to the accused.)
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler):
Q What is your neme, please?
A Frits Koessner,
Q During the period December 16, 1944 and January 16, 1945,
were you a member, did you participate in the Eifel Offensive?
A Yes.
Q What organization were you a member of during that period
of time?
A 9th Company, 3rd Bn., 2nd Penzer Grenadier Regiment.
Q At that time wae the 2nd Regiment--strike that. At that
time was your company attached to the lst Panzer Regiment?
A | Yes.
Q During the period of this offensive were you at any tinme

in the village of Da Gleize?

(Koessner - Direct) 2839
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Yes.

On what date were you in the Village of La Gleize?
The first time on the 18th.

How long were you in La Gleize at that time?

We only passed through,

Where did you go to at that time?

Cheneux,

o > o o > o »

About what time of day were you in La Gleize on 18 day of
er 19441

1400 hours.

How long did you remain in La Gleize at that time?
We passed through.

Do you recall the church in La Gleize?

Yes.

Did you at that time pass by the church in La Gleize?
Yes.

About what time of day did you pass by the church?
1400 hours.

At that time, did you at any time see any American soldierst

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

No.
Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers lying in
or around the vicinity of the church in La Gleize?
A Yo.
Q " Did you reach the Village of Cheneux!
A Yes.
Q About what time of day did you reach Cheneux?
A I don't know the exact time, but it was dark alresdy.
Q In the course of traveling between Cheneux and La Gleize
did ‘you see any American soldiers?
A No.

(Eoessner - Direct)




Q Did you at any time see &ny bodies of American soldiers
lying either in the fields or along the highway as you traveled
between La Gleize and Cheneunx?

A Ho.

When did you return to La Gleize?

It was on the night of 18 to 19.

How long did you remain in Le Gleize at this time?
30 minutes,.

Where did you go at that time?

In the direction of Stoumont.

Did you ever return to La Gleize after the night of 18

A No.

Q Drawing your attention to on or about the 22nd day of
December 1944, where were you at that time?

A Between Stoumont and La Gleize.

Q What, if anything, happened at that time?

A We were only lying in position on the right side of the

Were you under fire at that time?

Yes.

What, if anything, happened to you?

I was wounded.

About what time of day were you wounded?
2000 hours.

Where were you taken after you were wounded?
To the church in La Gleize.

On what day was that?

That was on the morning of the 23rd.
What time in the mormning?

Two o'clock,

o F o P o > o F o P o > o

When you were brought to the church in La Gleize were

there any other wounded German loluzve é: the church?




A Yes.

Q Approximately how many would you say were in the church
at that time?

A About a hundred.

Q Were there any American soldiers at that time in the
church?

A Yes.

Do you know how many there were in the church?

I only saw one.

Q
A
Q Was this soldier wounded or not?
A

Yes, he was wounded,

Q Where was he in the church relative to the position you
were in?

A He was lying next to me.

Q How long did this wounded American soldier lie next to
you?

A Until 4 p.m,

Q Wes this wounded Americen soldier being treated by German
medics or mot?

A Yes, he was treated.
Do you know what wae wrong with this American soldier?
He had a leg injury.
When was the last time you saw this American soldier?
When the church was shot up.
And then what happened, if you know?
1 didn't see him any more after that.
What happened to you?
I got out ¢f the church, I was still able to run,
Where did you.go? i

Into a house.

o b o > o > o Fr o > Lo

Where was that house located with relation to the church?

AN
(Xoessner - Direct) 2042




A In a westerly direction.
Q Did you at any time while you were hospitalized in the
church at La Gleize witnees the shooting of any American soldiers?
A No.
Q Did you see any other American soldiers in the Villiage of
La Gleize during the period that you were in the village?
A No.
LT WAHLER: That is all.
PROSECUTION: No cross examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court. Apparently none,
the witnese is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the
court room.)
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness
Franz Wagner. Lt Wahler on behalf of the defense will conduct the
direct examination.
FRANZ WAGNER, called as & witness for the Defense, was duly
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedinge
were interpmted to the German counsel and to the accused.)
DIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):
Q What is your name, please?
A Wagner, Franz,
Q Did you participate in the Eifel Cempaign during the period
December 16, 1944 and January 16, 1945
A Yes,
Q What was your organization at that time?
A Heavy Panzer Bn, 501..
Q Wae the Heavy Panzer Bn, 501 a part of the lst SS Regiment

during the period of this offensive?

A 1 don't quite underetand.

(* Weginer - Direct) 28423




Q

Was your company and battalion attached to the Peiper

Regiment during the period of the offensive?

A

> & b o > © > o

Q

Not the company.

Was the battalion?

Yes.

During the Eifel Offensive were you ever in La Gleize?
Yes.

When did you first arrive in the Village of La Gleize?
On the night from 18 to 19.

How long did you remain in La Gleize?

Until the night of the 23rd.

When did you first arrive in La Gleize——when you first

arrived there what portion of the village did you first go to?

A

Q

I can't say, around the church,
Will you come up here please?
(Whereupon the witness left the witness stand and wallked

up to the Court's bench.)

Q

Looking at this sketch, can you say the approximate place

that you took up position? This is Defense! exhibit 24,

A

This is the road from Stavelot?

Correct.

We drove along here and around the church here (pointing).
Approximately what vicinity did you take up! OCan you tell

The first one was here (indicating on sketch).
When was that?

That was on December 19 in the morning.

How long did you remain there?

Until night, until evening.

(' Wegner - Direct)




And then where did you got
A Then together with a section leader I went along this
village road (indicating) and into a second road over here.
Q How long did you remain in that poeition?
Until morning of the next day.
And then where did you go?

We returned then again to our quarters,

No.

Do you understand the question?

A
Q
A
Q What job did you perform in the Village of Le Gleize?
A
Q
A

Whether I was in position in Le Gleigze?

Q No, what was your job while you were in the Village of
La Gleize?

A Guarding prisoners.
When were you first appointed to guarding prisoners?
On the 20th.
How many prisoners were you detailed to guara?
Fifty to a hundred.
Where were these prisoner® kept under guard?
In the cellar.

Where was this cellar located?

> o P o > o > o

It was in a restaurant.
Q With relation to the church, in what portion of the
village was this restaurant?
A Coming from Stayelot on the right,
About how far from the church?
100 meters,
How long were you on duty to guard prisoners?
I kept on being relteved.
How long did your tour of duty last?
Two to three hours.

(i Wagner - Diroct) 2845




How long were you off
That depended.

'Well, approximately?
Two to three hours,

During this period of time were any of your prisoners

that you were guarding deteiled to carry out duties for German

unite in the town of La Gleize?

Q

Yes.

How many times to your knowledge were details sent out?
Two or three times,

How many men were detailed?

Prisoners?

Yes.

Four or five men.

When this detail had completed its work did they return

to the cellar or not?

A
Q

A

e o

A
Q

Yes.

During the period that you guarded prisoners were any of

your prisoners missing, found to be miseing?

I beg your pardon.

LT WAHLER: Will you read the question to him, Mr, Bartonm.
(Whereupon the Reporter read the last question.)

Missing?

When you started out with your prisoners how many did you

have-~strike that last question.

A

<
A
Q
A
Q
A

There were about 30 of them.

Did you receive any more prisoners to guard?
Yes.

How meny more?

It got up to 5O to 100.

When did you leave La Gleize?

On the 23rd to 24th,




Q And the last time that you saw the Americen prisoners
how many did you have at that time?
A Fifty to a hundred.
Q Were they the same prisoners that you had been guarding
all the time?
A Yes.
Q Do you know whether or not any American soldiers were shot
in the town of La Gleize?
A No.
Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers in La
Gleize?
A No.
LT WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please.
PROSECUTION: No crose examination.
FRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.
(Wmereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the
court room,)
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as ite next witness
Herbert Ostocke. Lt Weahler on behalf of the Defense will conduct
the examination.
HERBERT OSTOCKE, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly
sworn, and testified through an Interpreter as follows:
(mr-upon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.)
DIRECT MIMTIOI
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):
Q What is your name, please?
A Herbert Ostocke. .
Q Did you participate in the Eifel Offensive during the period

December 16, 1944, to January 16, 19457
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Yes.
Q What company were you a member of at that time?
A I belonged to the Headquarters Company of the 2nd
Regiment.
Q On or about 21 day of December 1944 were you in the Village
of La Gleize?
Yes.
How lomg did you remain in the Village of La Gleize?
Until the end.
Q Where did your compeny establish its headquarters in La
Gleize?
A Next to the chureh.
Q Where were you during this period of time while you were
in La Gleize?
A I was standing with my radio tank next to the church,
Q During the period that you were in La Gleize did you ever
see any American soldiers?
A Yes.
Where did you see them end when did you see them?
On the 22nd about Noon they buried our dead in the cemetery
How many did you see at this time?
Three to four men,
Did you at any time see these American soldiers mistreated?
Yo.
How long were you in a poeition to see these Americans?
For about helf an hour,
Do you know what happened to them?

No.

e > o > © > O > o > o

Did you ever see any other American soldiers in the Village
of La Gleigo?

¢018

(Dstocke: - Direct)




A No.

Q Did you ever see any bodies of American soldiers in La
Gleize during the period that you were in the village?

A No.

LT WAHLER: That is all.
PROSECUTION: No croes examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER:

Q Of what Headquarters Company were you a member?

A 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment. Might I add that during
the action I was in the 2nd Bn.

Q Wes that Headquarters Company of the 2nd Bn. or the Head-
quarters Company of the Regiment?

A Of the regiment.

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently none, the witnees
is excused.

(Whereupon the witnese was excused and withdrew from the
court room,)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its next witness
Ernst Grafmueller, Lt Wahler on behalf of the Defense will conduct
the exemination.

ERNST GRAFMUELLER, a witness for the Dcﬁnu. having been previous-
1y eworn, took the stand and testified further through an Interpreter
as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.)
REDIREOT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he ie still

under oath.

049
Grafmueller - Redirect)
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THE WITNESS: Yes.

QUEETIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):

Q Are you the same Ernst Grafmueller who hae hefetofore
testified before this Court?

A Yes.

Q On or about 22nd day of December 1944 were you in the
Village of La Gleize?

A Yes.

Q Whereabouts were you at this time in the village?

A I was in the OP of Unterscharfuehrer Pfalzer, who wae my
Pplatoon leader.

Q Whereabouts in the village was the CP maintained?

A It wes in the road next to the cross roads in the

direction of Stoumont and Spa.

(Grafmueller - Redirect)




Tk #333-8R=-7/5-1 Q On that day were the German forces under

attack from the American forces?

A Yes.

Q About what time of the day did the attack
commence?

A The attack commenced with artillery barrage
from one FP.M. until four.

Q Did you at that time receive any orders from
your commanding officer?

A Well, that depends on what orders they are.

Q Well, did you receive any orders from your
commanding officers at that time?

A Well, when the alarm was sounded that -tanks
were approaching, my platoon leader gave me the order to
go in my tank and make the road secure.

Q And what did you do then?

A I went out in my tank and remained in the tank
until the attack was over.

Q Where was your tank at this time?

A It was standing on the right side of the house

on the road.

Q Do you know the accused Schwambach?
A

Yes.
The accused Rodenburg?
Yes.
Do you know where they were during the period of
this attack?
A I didn't see them but they certainly were in the
C.P.: of Pfalzer.
Q Do you know the accused Weiss?
A Yes.

: 2851
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Do you know where he was?

A Yes, he was standing next to a Mark IV Tank
while I was in my tank, this tank being located diagonally
across from mine.

Q During the period of this attack you have just
described, do you know whether or not any American soldiers
infiltrated within the village?

A No, I didn't see any,

Q Did you ever hear of any infiltrating within
the village?

A No, but I do know that they were at some parts
of the town.

Q Did you at any time see Guenther Weiss fire
upon any Aperican soldiers?

A No, I didn't see that.

Q During the period of time that you were posted
in the position that you have just heretofore described,
did you see any American mrisoners of war?

A No.

Q Did you ever witness the shooting of American
soldiers during the period of time that you were posted as
you have previously described here?

A No.

LT, WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):
Q On the 22nd of December, did you see Guenther

Weiss every minute of the afternoon?

(Grafrueller-Recross )

2832




T« #333-SR~7/5-3 A I saw Guenther lieiss during the a ttack
I was on my tank.

Q Can you estimate the length of time you saw
Guenther Weiss?

A While I was sitting in the tank I was always
looking across from the tope

Q Will you repeat the answer, please?

A I did not always look out of the tank. I looked
through the periscope and I could not see everything that way.

MR, ELONITZ: That is all,.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER):

Q “hen the attack was over, did you at any time
see the bodies of any American soldiers in the vicinity where
you were posted?

A No, I wouldn't remember.

'} Can you describe the combat condition as it
existed during the period of this attack?

A Yes.

Will you do so?

A At one o'clock the Americans started the attack
with artillery preparation. After about two hours, the
Infantry, together with tanks, proceeded to attack La Gleize,

Q What else happened thereafter’

A There was a security chain around La Gleize and
we were assigned to this chain for security purposes and
the outside lines resisted the attack and repulsed it,

Q From what sides was La Gleize being attacked at

(Grafmueller-Rediract)
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Tx #333-5R-7/5-L this time?
A La Gyeize was attacked from every side, mainly
from the right, where the tanks came from.

Q Do you know approximately how far the main
line of enemy attack was?

A How far away from La Gleize?

Yes.

No, I don't know that, I didn't see ite

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the Court t

PROSECUTION: Just a moment, please.

MR. ELOWITZ: No further questions.

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? Apparently
not, the witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from
the courtroom.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its next
witness Rolf Mobius. Dp. Leer, on behalf of the Defense,
will conduct the direct examination.

ROLF MOBIUS, a witness called by the Defense, after
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter
as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

DIRECT ECAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER):
Q Give your full name to the Court.

Rolf Mpbius.

A
Q Lour former rank?
A

85 Captain,

(Mobius~Direct)
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Q Your former unit?

A Heavy tank battalion 501

Q Do you remember the time of the Ardennes
Offensive?

A Yes.

Q Did you get to La Glelze in the course of
this offensive at one time?

A Yes.

us
Can you tell when you got to La Gleize?
I got to La Gleize on December 19th.
Can you give us the time of day?
It was in the late hours of the afternoon.

Q Do you know whether any particular person was
put in charge of the welfare of the prisoners of war in
La Gleize?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell us who it was and what the condi-
tions were?

A Colonel Peiper instructed Lieutenant Von
Westerhagen to appoint one man to be responsible for the
welfare and supply of the priscners.

Q Do you know when that was?

A December 20th.

Q Do you know when the first prisoners came to
La Gleize?

A The first prisoners came to La Gleize on the
20th of December.

Q Could it not be possible that prisoners were

taken from Stoumont to La Gleize as early as the 19th?

(Mobius-Direct)
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If the Court please,
we object to the question as clearly leading.

LAW MEMBER: Rephrase your question, It
is a leading question.

QUESTIONS BY DEI COUNSEL (DR. LEER):

Q Were any prisoners taken to La Gleize from
Stoumont before the 20th?

A Yes.

DR, LEFR: Is this answer acceptable or am
I to rephrase the question again?

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, German
counsel continually lead and suggest the answers. Ir
we are going to stick to the rules, let us have somebody
do it or let us have them do it. The Prosecution does
not desire to be unreasonable but they continually suggest
important answers to these witnesses.

DR. LEER: To that I can only say that this is
the first time that I was told this by the Prosecution, and
that it was an error of mine that I put a leading question,
I furthermore have myself made objections when a leading
question was put by the Prosecution. It seems that this
kind of thing happens. It was not my intention. I apolo-
gize and I might perhaps rephrase the question.

PRESIDENT: Very well, proceed.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER‘):

Q On what occasion was this one man put in charge
of the risoners? ,

A At the time the dﬁferant tasks were assigned
to the various officers in general.

Q Did any reports come in from that man concerning

the execution of that order?

(Mobius-Direct)
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A This officer candidate Miller, o was in
charge of this order reported that it had been executed
and had made continuous reports as to how the prisoners
were doing and continually approached Colonel Peiper with
questions concerning those prisoners.

Q Were any orders issued in these talks concern-
ing the supply of food?

A The food problem was the most serious one and
was solved by us making use of our own rations as well as
those of the civilian population in order to feed both us
and the prisoners.

Q Do you know how many prisoners there were in
La Gleize?

A There were 100 or120.

Q Do you know whether anybody was shot in

La Gleize, any other prisoners or any of your own men?

A I know of one case where one man prepared to
desert and was shot after trial by summary court.

Q Do you know whether the prisoners did work?

A The prisoners were not ordered to do any
work. All that they might have done is help build
supports for their quarters for their own security.

Q You said that there was one man shot who
had prepared to desert. Was that a German or an
American prisoner?

A That was a German soldier.

Q Do you know of any prisoners being killed

by artillery fire?

(Mobius-Direct)
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A The officer candidate who was in charge of
the prisoners reported after one artillery attack that
due to one direct hit, three or four prisoners had been
killed among them, one or two officers.

Q Was anything said about the way fighting
would be done in the Ardennes Offensive prior to the
Ardennes offensive?

A We were told that in this offensive, which
would make use of the surprise element, speed was es-
sential, that we should not bother about anything such
as lost vehicles, that the only thing that was important
to us was to conquer space rapidly.

Q Did you hear any hints made prior to the
offensive concerning the treatment of prisoners and
civilians?

A We oriented our men to the effect that we
were in a different theater from the East, that we were
getting into combat with an enemy whose fair methods of
combat were known to us and that we would behave in the
same manner towards him.

Q Did you ever find out that something unusual
happened at any particular point in the advance of the
Ardennes offensive?

A Colonel Peiper asked me in La Gleize, very
excitedly, whether 1 knew that American prisoners were
supposed to have been shot. I told him, "No, I don't
know anything about it," and asked him whether they

were supposed to have been members of the regiment,

(Mobius-Direct)
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Colonel Peiper answered no, but that he would follow this
matter up, He was very excited and annoyed by this report
which he had received.

No further questions.

CROSS EXAMINATTION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):
] When was this that you had this conversation
with Peiper, when he was so excited and concerne!?
A That was in La Gleize. I can't say the day
exactly.
Well, what day did you get to La Gleize?

I got to La Gleize on the 19th.

“
A
Q Was that the same night?
A

No.

q Was it the next day?

A I can't say for sure.

Q Do you think it was the 21st? As a matter
of fact, it happened about two o'clock in the afternoon
on the 22nd, did it not?

A No, I den't know.

Q Well, will you swear that it did not happen
at two o'clock on the 22nd?

A I cannot swear to its having been at two
o'clock in the afternoon on the 22nd and I cannot swear
to it teing at any time of the day or any other day or
what time such a conversation took place.

Q Are you sure it did not take place here at

Dachau?

(Mobius-Cross )
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A I saw Colonel Paiper for the first time since
the surrender today.

Q Your 50lst Heavy Tank Battalion and the tank
of the 1lst S8 Panzer Regiment were the only tanks in
Peiper's Combat Group, is that not true?

A His tanks, the tanks of his regiments and the
tanks from the 50lst Panzer Battalion.

Q Your battalion did not even g0 by the cross-
roads where these Americans were killed, north of Engels-
dorf, did it?

A We passed by at night.

Q You did go by that crossroads then?

A I didn't see it myself. I got into Engelsdorf
twelve o'clock midnight.

Q Do you remember entering a main road about four
kilometers north of Engelsdorf, at which point you made a
left turn?

A I did come up across a high terrain and did
turn into a road.

Q Was that approximately three or four kilometers
north of Engelsdorf?

DR. LEER: Mjght I raise the objection that I
did not ask about E,pgelsdorf or the crossroads on direct
examination?
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q Before you reached Engelsdorf, were you
travelling with the rest of your battalion, that is, the

other vehicles in the 501lst Heavy Tank?
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DEFENSE (DR. 1EER): The same objection again. Tha ques-
tion concerns Engelsdorf and I did not question him about Engelsdorf
in the direct examimation,

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, the
witness has testified on direct examination about the conversation
he hed with the accused Peiper, relative to what happened at the
Cross-Roads At least it was implied in the witness' answer that
that was the first he knew about it. At the very least we feel we
have a right to oross examine the witness on that score, to test
his credibility,

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled.

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): Please read the last ques=
tion, Miss Reporter?

REPORTER: "Before you reached Engelsdorf, wers you travel=
ing with the rest of your battalion, that is, the other vehicles in
the 50lst heavy tank?

QUESTIONS -BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER):

A Yes.

Q In other words, you were not separated from the other tanks
in your bLattalion before you reached Engelsdorf?

A I was separated fram the point, and I - with ths point of
my company- drove with my battalion,.

Q I don't understand your answer., Weé'%ou riding with your
battalion or were you not riding with them?

A With mine, yese

Q And you traveled to a good, hard surface road from high
ground as you approached Engelsdorf, is that right?

A I got on to the main road from Engelsdorf to Malmedy.

Q Now, what was your particular duty in 1aGleize, with
respect to thess prisoneras?

A I had no duties concerning the prisoners.

. Q You didn't receive any orders or instructions relative to

the prisoners? 2801
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Nothing.

How often did you visit them?

Nevers

You never saw tham at all?

I only saw the prisonerstaken to the C.P, of Col, Paiper.
Whom did you see taken to the C.P., of Col. Peiper?

The then Major McGown was taken into the C.P. of Col, Peiper.
Who else?

Iwo or three officers.

And those are the only prisoners of war Yyou e ver saw in

That is the only ones I saw. I didn't see any others.
Of ths others, I knew that they were present, because I heard the
report that they were quartersd in the cellar,

Q Now, what T am trying to find out is what you know your=
self and what you found out from other people. Now, you only saw
Major MoGown and these other two or three officers - other officers~
thoy are the only prisoners you ever saw in LaGleize?

A Those were the ones who were put before Col. Peiper.

Q And on what date was that?

A Different days; they weren't oaptured at the same time,

Q Were you present when they captured - vhen they were cap~
tured?

A Yo,

) Yl;ll, how do you know that they were captured on different

days?

A Because they were introduced on different days from Col,

Peiper, who found them,

Q Don't you know, as & matter of fact, that Major McGown

Moebius - Cross)
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to Peiper's C.F,?

I was there twice when he was in Peiper's C.P,

Q You say that befors the offensive started you cautioned
your men, or explained to your men that you weren't fighting in
the Bast any longer, that you were facing a fair enemy, and that
they were to fight accordingly? Is that right?

A Yese

Q You were & firm believer in these fair methods of fighte
ing, were you not, from both sides

A Yos.

Q Is that the reason you joined the Allgemeine SS in 1931,
when you were a national of Austria?

DEFENSE (DR. IBER): I should like to object to that, I
think the questiomsput by the Prosecution in cross exemination are
going a little bit too far.

LAW MEMBER: fhat is the purpose of this?

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): To show his background
and the interest or lack of interest in this law suit, please the
Courts

DEFENSE (DR. LEER): In that case you could ask questions

about everything every time, because both the Prosecution and Defense

could ask questions about anything that would not be at all connece

ted with the cases Nevertheless, until now the rules have been
applied in a fairly strict sense to both sides.

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court pleass, we
rospectfully insist that the background of any witress may be gone
into by either side to test his interest in the law suit, to test
his oredibility, and certainly the background of this witness is
something the Court tioull be interested in, especially since he
appears here as an advocate of these fair methods of fighting.

(Mosbius = Cross)




LAW MEME
to the form of the question, fhwéver, there is n reason why the
Prosecution cannot esk him g direct question - "Were you a member
of the Allegemeine SS", or "Were you a member in 1931?" so as to
tie in the alleged intereat,

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) : I withdraw the question
and will rephrase ite
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) s

Q2 In 1931, were you an Austrian citizen?

Yese

In 1931 did you become a member of the Allegemsine $87

Yose

From 1933 to 1938 the SS wae outlawsd in Austria, was it

Yes, it was not allowed,
Q And in 1938, after the Germans took Austria, you immedietely
became a Captain in the Waffen-88, did you not?
A No,
Q Wat did you became?
A recruit in the Waifen-8S.
And then how long did it tale you to attain your commission?
I became an officer on April 20, 1940,

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, I would like to inquirs

if the questions have any bearing on this case, that have Jjust been

concluded? They have no bearing in the issues in this case whatso-
ever, as to the outlawing of this organization in Austria.

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): I think that is a matbter
for the Court to decide, as to whether or not a man with the backe
ground of this witness appears before this Court 2s an entirely
disinterested, unbiased witness,

(ioabius - Cross)
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DEF 5E: I request that opinion of the Court and not the
Prosecution.

IAW VEMBER: In & ocase such as this, it is up to the Court
to place its own opinion, and the Court will place whatever value it
deems proper. But certainly, background questions cen be asked the
witnesses, whether they are brought out on direct examinmation or
not, in order to show direct bias or interest, Whether or not these
questions elicited such an answer is entirely up to the Court.

PRESIDENT; Any other questions by the Defense?

BFENSE: Nothing further from the Defense.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,

the witness is excuseds
(Mhersupon the excused witness withdrews

DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness Gerhard
Wella. Mr. Strong, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the direct
axamination.

GERHARD WALLA, recalled as a witness for the Defense, testified
further through an interpreter as followss

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still
under oath.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):
Q Wella, are you the seme Gerhard Walla who testified in
this court previously?

A Yose

Q Can you tell us to what military unit you belonged during

the so-called Eifel Offensive in December 10447
A Headquarters Company, lst Battalion,
Q Wo was your Comparny Commander?
A Lt, Bucheim.

(Gerhard Walla - Redirect)
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And who was your Battalion C
M¥a jor Postschke.
#lla, where were you on the 22nd of Decsmber 19447
A In LeGleize,
Q Will you tell us a little more exactly what particular
part of IaGleize you were in?
A Yes, on the 22nd T was in the cellar of the schoolhouss
of LaGleize.
3 Wat was the purpose of your being in that particular
cellar?
A It was & heavy artillery barrage in the town, so I stayed
in the cellar,
fhere was Major Postschke's command post?
A In the cellar of that school,
Q Do you remember who was present in that Command Post in
the morning of December 22nd?
A Yos.
Q Will you t8ll us who was present?
A Lts Col, Peiper was in the C.P, with Major Poetschke, 2nd
Lts Ritzer, 2nd Lt. Steininger, lst Lt. Rumpf,
Q If you talked with Untersturmfuehrer Ritzer, do you mean
Ritzer who is an amccused in the present trial?
Yes.
That was the talk about?

The general situation was talked abouts

Do you remember whether Obsrsturmfuehrer Rumpf said eny=-

thing to either Col, Peiper or Major Poetschkef
A Yos.
Q ¥Will you tell us what he told them?
A 1st Lt. Rumpf told Lt. Col, Peiper that there wes one man

(Walla - Redirect)
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is Company who had left his position
¥hat did Postachke and Peiper say?
Peiper said this man had to be shot,
Q Wore there any definite arrangements made at that time
about the exscution?
A No,
What did Rumpf do after he made this report to Peiper?
He left the C.P,
Q Do you remember wha't happened afterwards?
A Afterwards Major Poetschke called 1st Lt. Rumpfe
Q How much afterwards, would you say?
A About three or four minutes,

2 that happensd then?

A After, at that time, Rumpf wasn't there any more, and

after awhile 2nd Lt. Hennecke entered the C.P.

Q fhen you speak about Hemnecke, do you mean the ascused
Hennecks in this trial?

A Yose

? #hat did either Peiper or Poetschke tell Hennecks when
he reported?

A After Hennecke entered, Lt. Col. Peiper told him to tell
Rumpf to form an execution detail for this one man who had left
his position and taken off his insignia, and this detail was to
report to Hemnecke in the cellar,

Q s there any reason given for the execution detail to
report to Hennecke's Command Post?

A The execution was to take placg and the C.P, -- nnly the
detail was supposed to report to the C,P.

DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): I am afraid the witnsss misunders
stood the question,

(Mm1lls ~ Redirsct)




STRONG) ¢
here any reason why the execution detail reported
to Hennecke's C.P. instead of reporting to Poetschke's C,P,?
A Yes, because there was no room in our C.P, Our C.Faves
filled upe
Q Vhat did Hennecke do when he received these orders?
A He left the C.F.
Did he ever report back, and if so, when?
A He reported back about five minutes later and reported
the execution of the order.
Q Tas anything additimal said to Hemnecke at that time?
A Yes. After Hemneoke raported back to the C.P., Major
Postschke gave him another order to send an exscution detail from
his Company.
R For what purpose?
A I don't know thate
Did you hear the order given by Poetschke to Hennscke?
A Yese
Q Did Poetschke say to Hemneoke what the shooting oommando
was for?
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, this is leading the
man considerably, and he has been doing it all along, We cbjects
PRESIDENT: Objection sustainede
DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): I withdraw the question,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):
Q Hava you heard the conversation between Postschke and

Hennecke ?

A I only heard the order that Poetschke gave Hennecks,

Q Would you try to repeat this order as verbatim ag possible?

A Well, Poetschkes said, "Henneoke, you will furnish a detail

(Walla - Redirect)
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from your Company", and then he added that
of one non-com and five men,

Q Did Poetschke say for what purpose the shooting commando
was to be used?

A Noe

Q Was there anything said in this comnection about prisoners
of war? i

No,

Are you sure about this?

PROSECUTION: 1If the Court please...

DEFENSE (MR, STRONG: I withdraw the question,
QURSTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR, STRONG):

Q How close were you to Hennecke and Poetschkes when this
conversation took place?

A About a meter and a half to two meters.

How big was the entire cellar?

A About three by four meterss

Q Were you at any time, during the morning hours of the
22nd of December 1944, absent from the C.P, of Poetschke?

A No.

Q Did the accused Ritzer at any time during these morning
hours transmit any kind of order from either Peiper or Poetschke
to Hemnsoks?

A Yo oral orders, I would have heard verbel arders if any
had bsen given,

Q Did you see him transmitting eny written orders?

A No, I didn't see that,

Q I will read to you now from a statement signed by the
defendant Hennecke, dated the 13th day of March 1946, Prosecution's
Exhibit P-78, in the rscorq_z "After I had passed this order to Rumpf,
I returned to Operatumfmhror Peiper and reported to him that I had

(Walla - Redirect)
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executed his order. I cannot recall any more with which words
did this, On this occesion Untersturmfushrer Ritzer ordered to
this dispatch for the same shooting an exscution detail from my
Company too, Here too, I can remsmber the exact words. Untersturm
fueshrer Ritzer told me, 'Hein, you too dispatch one detsil, one none
oom and a few men for the shooting'. Hein is & nickname which I am
called by my friends".
Now, I will ask you Wella, is thic statement correct inso=

far as it refers to the transmittal of orders by Ritzer?

A No.

Q I read to you further, Walla, a statement by the accused
Ritzer, on the 20th day of March 1946, Proseocution Exhibit P-115:
"I was told during the oral interrogation that Unter sturmfuehrer
Hennecke claims that I have given him such an order, to furnish a
shooting detail from his Company. As these events happened fifteen
months ago, and as things in the offensive took place which I

naturally attached more importance to, and therefore remained

better in my memory, I can only repeat that I cannot remember any

longer, It is possible, howsver, that Hennecke's claim, as des=
oribed above, conformed with the facts",
I askk you now, once more, whether Ritzer made eny remark
or transmitted any order of any kind on that day to Hemnecke?
A Noa
Q If he would have transmitted such an order, would you
have heard it?
PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): Just a moment - please the
Court - we object to thet question, It has been asked three or
four times under different phraseology and it has been answered
by the witness that he didn't hear it. I am sure the witness
doesn't know of such &n order, as he would have heard it had it

(Walla - Redirect)




been given, because he testified that he didn't hear any such ordere
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I tried to bring out the distance
this witness was awey from Ritzer and Poetschke and Hennecke, and
the size of the cellar, 4ind I believe, after I confronted this wit-
ness with the statements of the accused Ritzer, I should be permitted
to ask such questions as whether he would have heard guch statement,
whether it would have been made.
PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ: Then ask what distance he was
from Ritzers
DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): That question has been asked,
PRESIDENT: The objeotion is overruleds
WESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG) &
Q If this order would have been transmitted from Ritzer to
Heunnecks, would you have heard it?
A Yose
DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): No further questionse
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):
Q What were your duties in Poetsohka's C,P,?
A I was & runner and driver of the commanding officer's
vehicles
2 And when you were not running messages, did you have no
duties whatsoever?
A Nou
Q You just sat at the C.P.?
A Yess
Q Now, you were asked on direct examimation for several
conslusions, I direct your attention to a fact, that you said
Peiper told Henneoke the execution detail would be furnished by
Rumpf, was to report to Hennecke's C.P. because there was no room

(Walla - Reorous)
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hke's C.P, How dc
I heard thats

Who stated that?

Major Poetschke,

Do you recall the exact words he said?
Yos.

Vhat did he sy?

A First, Major Poetschke gave Hennecke the order to send
the oxeoution detail = I don't remember the exact strength of the
execution detail, but he then added about the detail -- well, I
don't know which detail you are talking about now, the first or
second...

Q But when Poetschke first told Hennecks and Rumpf to get
a detail of his own C.P,, he hadn't given Hemnecks a detail to got
of his own, did he?

A I didn't say that at all, about the first detail. It
was Col, Peiper who gave Henneoke the order to be transmittec to
Rumpf end not Poetschke,

R Then Poetschke is the man who told Hennecke to send a
detail to his C,P,, because there was no room at Poetschke's CePe,
is that right?

A Yos.

Q Then how did Hennecke know to tell that to Rumpf, when
it was Peiper who first gave the orders to Henneoke to tell Rumpf
to furnish an execution detail?

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I objeot to that qusstion on the
simple grounds that it is difficult language, that it is for some=
body who is not a layman, who has & very trained mind to understand

that question, I think maybe Proseoution would be able to put the

question in somewhat simpler form}

(Walls = Recross)




PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): I 11 rephrese the g
WESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):

Q How was it possible for Hennecke to inform Rumpf to send

his execution detail to Hennecke's C.P, instead of Poetschks's C.Ps?
I didn't understand that questiona

Q All right, we will go back to the beginning., You stated

praviously that Postschks told Henneoke to send the execution detail

CePy, Homecke's CuP, instead of Poetschke's, because there
ves no room in Poetschke's C,Py Don't you understend that question?
Do we have to get down to sentences?

A I am not quite clear about this question.

Q Did you or did you not state that it was Poetschke who
gave Hennecke the order to have the execution detail report to
Hennecke's C.P.?

A No, I didn't,

Q You did not state that?

A I testified thet in the first execution detail, the exscu=
tion detail was to report to Hennecke's C.Ps , but not the second
detail,

Q And when I asked you how you knew that there was no room,
you said you heard it, is that carrect? Don't you understand that
question?

A Yoe

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): Will the reporter please reed

the last question,

(Whereupon the reporter did as directed.)

A Because I was in ther e myself.

Q And you stated you heard Poetsochke state that to Hemnecke,
did you not?

A Tosa

(Walla - Recross)
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Yese

Q And it was Postschke who gave Hennecke the order
an execution detail from his company, is that correct?

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I object to that question, because
the witness has testified exactly the opposibe before.

LAW VEMBER: He just answered the question "yes", just nows

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): I will put it differently.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ):

Q And Foetgchke did not give Hennecke the order to get an
exocution deteil until after he had returned fram the errand and
informed Rumpf to furnish one from his own Company, is that correct?

A Well, I can only repeat, the first time Lt. Col. Paiper
gave the order to furnish an exscution detail and told Hennecke to
transmit that order to Rumpf, and then he reported back in, And
alter he had reported back, Major Poetschke gave him the order to
furnish & shooting detail from his own Company.

Q Will you repeat that answer?

Yese

A
Q Now you stated that Obersturmfuchrer Rumpf brought the

char ges against the man fram his Company when he reported to the
0Py Is that right?
A Yese
Q And can you explain why an execution dstail was ordered
te be furnished before the man was tried?
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG: I object, That is & question which
certainly calls for a conclusion or opinion,
PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): The witness was just esked to
explain that, if he could.
DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): It undoubtedly calls for an opinion,
Undoubtedly, & 'messenger isn't asked for an opinion on orders glven
by his suncriorse

(Walla - Recross)
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PR T: The objection is su
QUESTIONS BY BROSECUTION (MR, BLOWITZ):
Do you remember vhen Hemnecke reported a short time later

C.Pe and stated that the detail from the 9th Compeny was

A No, he only reported back in order to state that he had
transmitted the order to 1lst Lt. Rumpf, not that the deteil was
ready.

< Were you present at the C.P, a shart time later, when
Untersturmfuehrer Heonneoke reparted back and steted that the detail
of the 9th Company wes reedy?

A No.

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): That is all,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR, STRONG):

) Phen you testified on direct examination, Walla, that
Poetachke told Hennecke to have Rumpf's execution commando to repart
at Hemnecke's Command Post, did you refer. to the first or second
execution commando?

A In the Command Post of Poetschke, not in the Command Post
of Hennecks «

q Vhen you stated in direct examination that Poetschke told
Hennecke to have an execution ocommando report in Hemnecke's Command
Post, now does that refer to the f'irst or the second execution
commando?

From the first detail,

After Hennecks received this arder, did he return?

Yose

#at did he say?

He had received the order to transmit this order to Rumpf’

(Walle ~ Redirectd
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and whon he came back he reported that he had transmitted the order
to Rumpf,
Q Did he report anything else?

To.

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): No further questions,

DEFENSE: Nothing further from the Defense.

PROSECUTION: No further questionse

Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,

the witness is excuaseds

The Court will adjourn until 0830 tomorrow morning,

(Whereupon at 1718 hours the Court recessed.)

(W lla - Redirect)




6 July 1946,
VG SESS TON
(Vhereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.)

FRESIDENT: Take seats. The Court will come to

PROSECUTION: 1If the Court please, let the record show
that all merbers of the court, all wembers of the Prosecution with
the exception of Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal or-
ders of tha Commanding General, all members of the Defense, with
the exception of Lt. Wahler, Mr. Yalters, Dr. Leer, who ars absent
on business of the Defense, all of the Defendants, and the Reporter
are present.

DEFENSE COWNSEL: The Defense calls Kurt Plohrann, a
Prosecution witness. kr, 8trong, on bshalf of the Dafense, will
conduct the (lirect examination.

KIRT PLOHMANN, called as a witness for the Defense, was
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows:

DIRECT BXANINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COWSEL: (Mr+ Sgrong):

Q Flohmann, are you the same Plohmann who testified in
this court on 6-2-46, Record pages 1419 and 14207

A Yos.
Q Do you remember where you vere in the days from 20
to 22 December 19447

A Yos.

Q Yihere?

A I was in LaGleize during these days.

Q tho was your tank cormander at that time?

A During the first days in LaGleize I didn'g have & tank

conmandant. Oyr tank had beer Inocked out in Stavelot and during

those days--and most of these s 1 spent in the headquarters of

the first conpanye

2817
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December I was de-
tailed to the tank of Sgt.Drexler.
Q Do you remember vhe ther or not Drexler received sny
orders on Dscember 21 or 22 in connection with prisoners of war?
A No.
qQ Did you, while you were in LaGlaize, loarn about any
orders transmitted to Drexler in connection with such prisoners?

4As long as I was in LaGleize I know nothing a

How long did you stay in LaGleize?

A Until the break out in LaGleize in the morning of the
24th I remeined there.

Q Did you at any time during your stay in LaGleize
any dead bodiss of Americans in the neighborhood of Drexler's
tan k?

No.

Would you have seen them if they would have been there?

PROSECUTION (Capte Shumacker): I object to that as
calling for & conclusion of tho witmoss.

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained.

Q Vere you, during your stay in LaCleize, in the imme~
diate neiphborhood of Drexler's tank?

PROSECUTION: (Cnpt. Shunacker) If the court plaase,
we object to that as being a leading question; telling the witness
where he was.

DEFENSE COWSEL (Mr. Strong): I will reframe the queg-~
tion. ‘Vere you in a position, Plohmann, to observe the bodies, if
any, in the immediete meighborhood of Drexler's tanlt

PROSSCUTION (Capte Shumacker): If the court please,
we object to that as also oalling for a oonoclusion of the witness.
Ve would suggest, if it please the court, that the witness %11

the court where he was during his entire stay in Lagleize .and let

(Plohnann - direct) 28 {8
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the Court conclude whe
82 observations?

DEFENSE COWSEL (Mr. Strong): If it pleasss the
Court, I don't think that last question is a leading one. I ar
merely trying to find ou_t where the witness was and whether or
not he was in a position to obsarve.

LAw BER: Tt is not being objected to on the grownd
that it is a leading question, it is heing objsoted to on the ground
it is a conclusion. It oalls for a conoclusion. Why don'y you re-
phrase your question? Just ask him whers he was,and ths court will
find out if he was in that position.

QUESTIONS BY DSFENSE COWNSEL (Mr. Strong):

Q 111 you tsil us, Plohnann, where you spent your time
from the evening of December 21, 1644, to the morning hours of De-
cember 24, 1944, when you left LaGleize?

A During these days I was next to the tank of Sgt.

Q Flohmenn, did you at any timne during your stay in La
Gleize, observe amny bodies of AtMaricans behind the school or in the
school yard?

A No.

DEFENSE COWNSEL (M. Strong): Your witnesse
CROSS SXANINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz):

Q Plohmann, when were you behind ths school in LaGleize?

A I vas behind the school in LaGleize on the first few
days, that is, on the 19th and 20th.

Q And you ware never hahind the school after that?

A Yo, I was @lsewhers witk Sgt. Drexler then. I had
no chance m;v more to go behind the school.

Q Didn't you tal® your tank with you when you went

tehind the school?

(Flohmann - cross)
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PROSECUTT(N
Nothing further.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
EXANTWAT ION BY THE COWRT
LA ER:  You say you were with Droxlsr's tanlk all
the time? hen you were behind the school, was the tank there at
that time?
A Drexler's tanl, that was three to four hundred meters
avay from the school. I didn'y get to the sohool thens
That is all.
PRESTDENT: Any other questions by the Court?
DIFENSE COWSEL (Mr. Strong) MNay I ask anothar
question?
FRESIDENT: Go ahead.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Mpe Strong):
Q Flohnann, when did you join Droxler's tank crew?
PRUSECUTION: ( Ve object to that as alroady having been

asked and answered.

A I was assigned to Sgt. Drexler's tenl in the evening

hours of the 21st.

Q 4nd vhen were you in the school yard, before or aftsr-~
Befores
PRESIDENT: Any other questions?
PROSECUTION: No further cross examination.
LAV YEMBER: Yes, I have a question.
EXAMINATION BY THE COIRT
Q When you first remched LaGleize, where were yout
A Vihen I first cams to LaGloize I was in the conmpany

headquarters with the lst company, in the school at LaCleize.

(Flohmann - court )




spent
in school and next t the school.
sre you in the vicinity of' the school from the time
you reachad LaGleize wntil you joined the tank?

Yos.

LA + That is all,

FPRESIDENT: The witness is excuseds

(Vhersupon the wit s excused snd vithdrew fron
tha courtroom,)

DIFENSE COINSEL: The Defense recalls as its next wit-
ness Klaus Schneider. r+ Strong, on bshalf of the Defonsge, will
conduct the direct examination.

KLAUS SCFEBIDER, recalled as a witness for *’m: Dsfensa, hav-
ing been previously svworn, was examined amd testified further
through an interpreter as follows:

RE ~DIRECT EXA!NINATION
RINSE COINSEL (Mes Strong):
JCUTION: 'The witness is reminded ha is still w~-
der oathe

Q 4re you tho same Klaus Schneider who testifisd before
this court on the third day of June, 1945, Record page 11647

A Yos.

Q 111 you tall us where you ware in the days ‘of' 20th
Docomber 1944 up to 24 December 1944,

In Venne.

‘hen did you enter Tarne?

In the morning hours between ten and twelve o'clock.

How meny tanks were with you?

Four tanlks.

In whose tank were you?!

A I was in the tank of Sgt, Ffluger.

Q Can you tell wus who the cor mander of the otha tanls werel

(Béhheider wedirsct) 2801




the Mark
3 commander
Heubeck.
2 Schneider, you remember yow testimony which you gave
in this court in commection with certain incidents in which the
aocusod Bersin snd - Trattin are involved, do you?
A Yas.
Approximately a
happent?
That was when darlness fell on the 20th of Decsmber.
Are you definite about it, that it was on December 207
Yas.
As far as you Imow, were the mccused 8ternebeck already
in Yanne et that time?
To my Jnowledge he wasn't thers.
Q Did you have an opportunity during 20 December 1944,
to observe the crew of the lark IV tank which you just mentioned?
A Yes.
Q Wiill you tell us when and where?
A hen we drove into Wanne from the village outside of
Stavelot, 2nd Lt. Heubeck was in charge of their four tanks and
he pulled the Mark IV tank which had bogged down in & muddy field
out with our tank.
Q 4nd did you at that time have an opportunity to see
the members or the orews of the Mark IV tanl?
A Yos.
Q Did you sse among them thy mcvused Sternebeck?
A I didn't Jmow Sternebeck at that time yet and I can'y
ramember who ths commandant wase
Q

Q You know the accused Sternebeck now?

A Yes.

(Sohneider-redirect) 28062
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ask Sternebecl
Sternebsck stand upe
you look at the accused Sternebtecl, Schneider, and
t811 me, to the best of your memory, whether you believe that you
saw this men among the orew of the Marlk IV tank about whom you
just spoket
No, that was not an officers
DEFENSE COUNSEL (M. Strong): No further questionss
RE CROSS HEIAMNATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):
Q Schneider, you don't know v r Sternsbegk was in
ame on the afternoon of the 20th or not, do you?
A Noe

PROSECUTION (Capts Shumacker): Nothing furthers

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (M. Strong):
Q Schneider, how many times all together were you in
Vame on ths afternoon of the 20th?
A Four times.
DEFENSE COWNSEL (lr. Strong): That is alle
RECROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTTONS BY PROS:CUTION (Capte Shumacker)s

Q That time did you get to Wamne®

In the morning hours, between ten and twelve.

And when you got there, whers did you go?

We went to sohool, where our crew had their quarters.
Is that where you stayed?

Yose

Did you ah“y there all afternoon?

Yes,

So, when you say, thers were only four tanks in Vanne,

(8chneider - recross) L2063
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1wt you mean is, there were only four tm ks

No, there vere not at the o
hat conr vore these tanks from?
Tne thres Panzers were from the lst company, and the

Mark IV, that tank I don't know where it was froms

< 4nd these were the only four tamks you
Yos.

Q There could have bsen snothar tank in Vanne that you

did not ses?

That is possible.

PROSECUTION (Capte Shumacker): lNothing further.

FRESIDENT! Any questions by the Court? Apparently

not; the witness is excused.

DSFENSE COINSEL: The Defense recalls as its next
witness Josef Zitzelsberger. Nr. Strong, on benalf of the Defense,

will conduct the redirect examination, and Captain Narvid has a

few questions as to isolated instances.
JOSEF ZITZEISBERGIR, recalled as a witness for the Do fense,

having been previously sworn, testifiad further through an inter-

proter as follows:
PROSECUTION: Ths witness is reminded he is still under

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COINSEL (M. Strong):

Q Are you the sams Josef Zitzelsberger who testified

before in this court?

A Yes.
Q 111 you tell us where you were betwesn 19th Docember,

1944 and 24th December 19447
A I arrived in LaGlaize on the 19th of December 1944 and

(Zitzolberger - redirect)
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To vhat company did you belen
First company of ths Panzer re
“ho was the platoon leader?
Toch Sgte Strehlows
Vho was your tank comnander?
Sgte Drexlor.
here did your tan) stand in LaGleize?
Near the road fork going tovards Stoumont.
ere there any other tanks standing next to or near
yours?
first few days Sgt. Strehlow and his tank were
next to us, and after the attack of Stoumont Sgt. Knappisch ar-
rived with his tank.
Q hen did Inappisch arrive?
A On the 20th.
Q To which company did Knappisch be long?
A Second company.
Q Do you lmow anything about any shooting of prisoners
of war by members of the First company dur ing your stay in LaGleize?
A No.
Q Do you lmow anything about another exscution which
took place in LaGleize while you were there?
A Yes.
7ill you tell us what you know about it?
One man from our own combat group vas shot.
Do you know why ha was shot?
A He had prepared to desort. That is, he had taken off
his collar and slesve insigniam.
Q How many men did your tenk orew originally consist of?
A Of five men.

Q Did you have any casualties?

A Yes, on the 21st.

(Zitzelsberger - redirect)
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Two men of the group.

Did you receive any reinforcements sfterwards?

Yeos . @ got one m

ho was this?

Sgt. Flohmann,.

fhen did he report to your ten) orew?

On the evening of the 21st.

Do you know from your own Inowledge whather my mem-
ber of your tanl crew evar participated in shooting prisoners of

war in LaGleize?

I read to you from Frosecution's Exhibit P-100,
Statement of the accused Mikolaschek, dated third day of April, 1946,
"Arowd two o'olock in the afternoon of the 22nd De-
cembar, 1944, T was sent out to sacure camoflague
material and to camoflague our tenk. I went in the
direction of Unterscharfushrer Dresler's tank and
as I reached a place in front of his tank I looked
to the right and saw a group of 15 dead Americans
in front ofa stable as indicated in Noe 3 on my
Syetoh, capital "B"
4nd T ask you, Zitzelsberger, whethar you ever, dur-
ing your stay in LaGleize saw any dead bodies near or in front of
Drexler's tank?
A Vo
QUESTIONS BY DIFENSE (Capte Narvid):
Q Do you recall the 22nd of Decembsr in LaGleize?
A Yes.
Q that was the siviation there at that time?
A About the aftornoon of the 22nd we had a sovers at-
tack on the part of the Americans.
Vhere vere ydu then?

I was in the tank,

Q

A

Q there .yere you on the 23d of Decembes?
A

T was in the tank part of ths time, md in tho house.

(Zitzolaherggr redirect) 2008
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Yose
All the
Yos.

Do you kmow the orew of Fmappisch's tank

@l1l, T don't lmow their namas.

Would you racognize then?

Yos.

Do you lnow the accused Lrich ¥ernar?

Yes.

Would you recognize hin?

Tos.

ould you look to your left and see if you cm iden-
tify the accused Erich Vernsr?

FRES ID7)] Tell the witness he may stand wp, if he
would likee

A Yos. Noe 25.
Vere you in the sane company as Knappisch crew?

Nos

Q
A
Q Do you kmow Enappisch?
A

Yos.
Q How many members were there in his tank orew?
A Five of them.
Q Did you see the five men there at that time?
A Yes. ;
Q Did you see any Ameriocan soldiers in LaGleize on the
of Dacember, 19447
A Yos.
Q fhere did you see them?
A They came to owr tank and picked up sammmition there.
Q Did you se9 any firing or any executions of American
soldisrs?
A No.

2887

(Zitzoisberger - radirect)




I put it about eleven pe m. on the 23rd.

Did 1 ver pass at sny othor time?

No.

Did you ever ses any dead bodies arcund ths church

vicinity of the churoh?

8s ths sohoolhouse in LaGloize?
8 of Amorican soldiars arot
the schoolhouse?
4 No,
Q Did you ses the entirs area ar d the schoolhouse at
any tire?
A No.
Q Vhat par t of the schoolhouse did you see? Or what
area arownd it?
A T only went to the hall of ths house from the road
entrance.
DEFENSE COWSEL (Capte rvid)s Your witnesse
DBFENSE COWNSEL: You may cross examine.
PROSECUTION: Yo oross examination.
IDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently
nons, the witness is excused.
(Vhereupon the witness was excused and withdrew

from the courtroom.)

i ) T -

(Zitzelsborger - redirsct)
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Defense calls as its
next witness, Siegfried Lott. Captain Narvid, on
behalf of the Defense will conduct the direct examination.

SIEGFRIED LOTT, a witness called by the Defense,
after being first duly sworn, testified through an
interpreter as follows:

(Wmereupon the questions, answers and other pro-
ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and
accused. )

DIRECT EXAMINATION
SEL(CAPTATN
State your full name,
Lott, Siegfried.

Q Wihat was your organization, company and
platoon in December 19447

A I belonged to the 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment,
2nd Battalion, 11th Company, 1st Flatoon,

Q What was your rank?

A S5 Sturmmann, Pfc.

that were your duties?

A I worked as a half-track driver,

Q Did the 11th Company participate in the battle

for Stavelot?

A Yes.

Q What were the results of this campaign?

A We.took the bridge of Stavelot on the 18th
and the 11th Company had many casualties,

Q How many men remained in the company after

Stavelot?

(Lott-Direct)




SEEEan

30 to 35 men.

How many vehicles remained?

I can't remember that.

Approximately?

8 to 10 vehicles

What type of vehicles were the
Half-tracks.

When did you arrive in La Gleize?

We passed through La Gleize about noon.
On what date?

On the 18th.

Did you stop in La Gleize on the 18th?
Nos

Do you know the accused Armin Hecht?
Yes.

What company was he in?

11th Company.

What were his duties?

Half-track driver.

Where was he on the 18th of December, if you

He was one tank ahead of me.
Q Was his vehicle always ahead of you on the 18th
of Dpcember?
A Yes.

How much before you, approximately?

Q
A Approximately 10 to 15 meters.
Q

Did Armin Hecht's vehicle stop in La Gleize
on the 18th of Dscember?

A Noe

(Lott-Direct)




Q Did you see any Amer
Gleize on the 18th of December?

A No,

Q Did you see any prisoners of war on the 18th
of December?

A Nos
Q Did you ever see Armin Hecht shoot prisoners
of war in La Gleize?

A No.

Q Yon said you passed through la Gleize on the
18th of December. Where did you go from there?

A ‘e drove to Cpeneux.

What happened there?

We had an air attack in Cheneux.

Q
A
Q How long were you there?
A Two to three hours.
Q W@here did you go i.‘rom Cheneux?
A In the evening or the morning of the 19th we
returned to Stoumont.
Q What happened in Stoumont?
A We had a fight in Stoumont.
How long did you remain there?

Until the 21st.

At five P.M, we drove into La Gleize,

Where did you stop in lLa Gleize?

Q
A
Q Where did you go from Stoumont?
A
Q
A

We first stopped in an orchard and then at
twelve o'clock midnight on the 2lst we drove into a

" forest.

(Lott=Direct)




Was Hacht's vehicle with you at this time?
Yes.

Did you see Hecht all of the 21st?

Yes.

Did you see him on the 20th?

see him on the 19th?

ever see Hecht shoot prisoners of war?

You said you stopped at the woods. How far
were the woods from La Gleize?
A About one kilometers
Q Who else was in the woods?
A A1l the half-track drivers of the company who
were left.
Q Do I understand you to say that only the
drivers were there?
A Yes.
Where were the crews?

They were fighting.

Do you know the accused Oswald Siegmund?

Yos.
In whose vehicle was he?
He was an ordnance man. He was responsible
for the maintenance of vehicles.
qQ Do you know where he was between the 20th and
23rd of December?
A Yes.
qQ Yhere?

A orporal Schwartz.
(Lott-Direct)




#336-51-7/6-5 : Where was that tank?
From the 2lst to the 23rd it was in La Gleize.
Q Did anything happen to that tank during that
period?
Well, it was broke.
What was Siegmund doing?
He was with it,
How long did you remain in the woods in
La Gleize?
From the 21st to the 23rd.
Do you know the accused, Theo Rquh, R-a-u-h?
Yes.
In what company was he?
11th Company.
ihat platoon?
I don't remember that.
What were his duties?
Half-track driver.

flas he also one of the drivers in the woods?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Yos.

Q Did you see him in the woods all the time you
were there, between the 21st and 23rd of December?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of
war in the woods of La Gleize?

A No.

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war
shot in La Gleize?

A No,

(Lott-Direct)




Tk #336-8R-7/6-6 Or in the woods of La Gleize?
No,

CAPTAIN NARVID: Your witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):

Q Did you ever know a man by the name of
Freimuth?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see him in La Glsize?

A Yas.

Q Was he in the woods on the afternoon of
22nd and 23rd?

A Yos.

Q Did you ever see him shoot American prisoners

No.

Do you know Herbert Stock?

Yes.

Do you know if he is an accused in this case?
Yes.

fthen did you see Stock for the last time?

On the evening of the 22nd.

In La Gleize?

> o > o » £ > £ >

No, up in the forest with us,

Q Did you ever see Stock shoot any American
prisoners of war?

A No.

Q Did you ever hear of Stock shooting American

(Lott-Cross)
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priscners of war?

A No.

Q On the afternoon of the 18th of December,
were you in La Gleize?

A On the 18th of December?

The afternoon of the 18th of December, 19L)?
Noe

You were not in La Gleize?

No.

Q Did you see Unterscharfuehrer Klipp on the
afternoon of the 18th of December?

A Tes, I saw him.

Q Where?

A On the tank.

Q Did you see him the whole afternoon of the
18th of December?

A Noe

Q Then you did not see Armin Hecht the whole
afternoon of the 18th of December either?

A Yes, I did see him,

Q Well, if T told you that Armin Hecht rode
in the vehicle of Unterscharfuehrer Klipp, would you
change your answer?

A Nos

Q Do you deny that Armin Hecht rode in the
vehicle of Unterscharfuehrer Klipp?

A No, I don't know whether Sergeant Klipp was
riding in Hocht's tank.

Q Were you with both Freimuth and Stock in the

(Lott~Cross)




Tk #336-SR~7/6-8 woods on the afternoon of the 22nd of December in
La Gleize?

A Freimuth came up to the forest in the
morning and went back in the afternoon and Stock was
there during the evening and just picked up rations.

Q Then you were not with them all the time,
is that not right?

A Noe

Q Were you with Theo Rauh continuously on
the 22nd of December 19417

A Yes.

; Q You were with him every minute of the day
on the 22nd of December, 194), is that correct?
Yes.
Do you know Goedicke?
Yeos.
Do you know Richter?
When I see him I will know him, yes.
Do you not know Wolfgang Richter?
I don't recall at the moment what he looks
I sse him I will recognize him.

Q Do you know if he was in your company?

A Yes.

Q Did you see Goedicke or Richter on the after-
noon of the 18th December 19LL?

A I don't remember exactly, but I do think so,
on the tank,

Q Do you know whose vehicle they rode in?

(Lott-Cross)
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A In Hecht's vehicle.
Q Who was the commander of that vehicle?

A I don't know that any more. It was Unter-
scharfuehrer —-

Q (Interrupting) Unterscharfuehrer Klipp.
Just told you that, did I not?

A fell, I don't know about later, first it w
Unterscharfuehrer Figcher.

Q But you did see Hecht?

A I saw Hecht's tank.

Q You stated that you did not see any Apericans
in the woods on the day of the 22nd of December, is that
right?

A Yes.

Q You do not know if there were any or there
were not any. You just did not see them, is that right?

A I know that they were not there.

How do you know?

Because I was up in the forest all the time,

Did you cover the entire woods yourself?

Not the whole woods, but the vicinity where
the tanks were standing,

Q S0 there may have been Americans in the woods
that day?

A Noa

MR, ELOWITZ: fThat is all,
REDTRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTALN NARVID):

Q Did Hecht or Rauh leave the vicinity in the

(Redirect-Lott)
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Tk #336-8R-7/6-10 woods where you were?
A No,
CAPTAIN NARVID: That is all,
MR, ELOWITZ: Nothing further,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently none. The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)

["DEFE!?SE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its
next witness, Rolf Ehrhardt. Captain Narvid, on behalf
of the Defense will conduct the direct examination.

ROLF EHRHARDT, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and
testified further through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other pro-
ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and
accused. )

PROSECUTION: The witness isreminded he is
still under oath.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID):

Q Are you the same Rolf Ehrhardt who previously
testified in this trial?

A Yes.

Q Wihere were you on the 19th of December 19Ll,
do yeu recall?

A I came to La Gleize on the morning of the

19th of December 1944 and stayed there all day.

(Ehrhardt-Redirect)
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Q Did you see any American soldiers in La Gleiz
on that day?
A I don't remember having seen any American
soldiers in La Gleize on December 19th.
Did you ever pass the church in La Gleize?
I wasn't in the church but I passed by it.
Q Do you recall approximately the date and time
passed the church?
A I know that I went past it once on the 19th in
» afternoon and until the night of the 2lst n the break
made I passed by it frequently.
Q During all the occasions when you passed by it,
did you ever see bodies of American soldiers in the vicinity

of the church?

A I didn't see any dead Aperican soldiers near the

church.

Q Did you see any other dead bodies in front of
the church?

A Yes, once on the 22nd, I saw a dead German at

End Tk #336- the wall of the church.
Barton follows




Q Did you ever vieit the area of the schoolhouse at La
Gleize?

A I was in the schoolhouse once, but that was at night.

Q Was that the only time you were in the area of the school-
house?

A I drove by it only one more time end that was the 19th,

Q Did you ever see any bodies of dead Americane there?

A No, I didn't see any bodies of dead Americans in this
schoolhouse.

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war at La
Gleize at all?

A I did see prisoners of war at La Gleize the 2lst. I beg
your perdon, it must heve been on the 22nd when some were being
brought back from Stoumont.

Q Did you ever see any shooting or executions of American
prisoners of war?

A No.

CAFTAIN NARVID: That is all.
RECROSS  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q You are a good friend of Peiper's, aren't you?

A I couldn't say that., I was a corporal at the time and I
wouldn't describe myself as a friend of the Commanding Officer.

Q You are a good friend of Klingelhoefer's, aren't you?

A Captain Klingelhoefer was my Company Commander and my
t

no
superior officer and I would/descride him ae a friend either.

Q On the 19th you say you went to church the first time; is
that correct?

A I drove past the church on the 19th I said.

Q How meny times did you vieit the church after the 19th?

A 1 didn't vieit the church at all. I merely passed by it
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repeatedly.

Q How meny timee did you pass by it?

A It was frequently--about ten or fifteen times.

Q Did you pass on the right side or the left side or in
front of the church?

A I went past the church on the road between the P of Col,
Peiper and Ceptain Klingelhoefer and the church wes oh the left.

Q How meny prisoners of war did you see in La Cleize?

A When I saw the prisoners of war arrive on the 22nd I saw
only sbout 40 of them.

Q Is that the most you ever saw in La Gleize?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see any on the road between Stoumont and La
Gleize?

A No.

PROSECUTION: No further questions.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the defense.
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
COL WEILAND:

Q You say the church wae on the left as you passed to and
fro from the two CPs? That doesn't mean much to me. What do you
mean, that the church was on the left, or where do you mean the
church was?

A Going from the OP of Captain Klingelhoefer to the CP of
Col Peiper the church wae on the left side.

Q Where did you pass with reference to the entrance to the

A I can't say where the entrance to the church wes. I walked
past a wall of the €hurch,
Q Did you notice an entrance through the walll

A No, the.wall was too high, you couldn't see acrose it.
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FRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? Apparently
not, the witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the
court room.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witnees

Heinz Koerner. Captain Narvid on behalf of the Defense will conduct

the direct examination.

HEINZ KOERNER, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly
worn and testified through an Interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were' interpreted to the German counsel and to the accused.)
DIRECT EXAMINATION i

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Captain Narvid):

Q What is your full name?

A Koerner, Heinz,

Q What organization, what company, what platoon were you in
in December 19441

A 12th Company, in the 1st Platoon, 2nd Bn., 2nd Regiment,
Were you ever in Le Gleize?
Yes.
Do you recall when you first arrived there?
April 18 first.
Are you sure it was in April?
It was in December.
Are you sure of tnat?

Tes.

e > © > o > o > o

Where did you stop in La Gleiza?

>

The first time I didn't stop in La Gleize at all, we just

passed through. 1.

v
Q Did you engage in any battle with the Americans on that day?

A Yes.

(Koerner - Direct)




Q Where were the Americans then?t
A On the morning we had fighting in Stawelot and in La
Gleize we were not with the point. At least I personally did not
engage in any fight.
Q When you passed through La Gleize was there any resistance
in La Gleize?
A Yes.
Q Where were the Americans then?
A When we went through they were on our right and the
artillery was firing heavily.
Q Did you see any Americen soldiers engage in close combat
with you in La Gleize?
A Not on the 18th.
Do you know the accused Oswald Siegmund?
Yes.
Did you see him in La Gleize?
No, not on the 18th.
Did you see him on the 20tht
Yes.
Where did you see him?
It was on the 20th on the road between La Gleize and
Stoumont where our company was lying.
Q Where were you there? -
We were with our company there in the company area.
Was Siegmund with you all of the time?
Yes, from in the morning until darkness I saw him,
VWas there any American prisoners in the area there?
Yes, I saw one Major and two soldiers who were being takén
away there.
Q You mean an American Major?

A Yes.

23U3
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Q Did you see any mistreatment or shooting of American
prisoners of war on the 20th of December?

A No.

Q Did you ever see any American prisoners of war shot in
La Gleize?

A No.

Q Or in the viecinity of La Gleize?

A ¥ o,

CAPTAIN NARVID: That ie all.
CROSS  EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q What time of dey was it that you passed through La Gleize
on the 18tht

A Noon, 12 ofclock.

Q You say it was on the 20th that you saw an American Major
who was & prisoner of war and two other soldiers?

A No; I saw them in that vicinity, but the Major that.was
on the 2lst.

Q Were you and Siegmund in the same company?

No.

A
Q What kind of vehicle was Siegmund driving?
A

I don't know. I just saw him on that particular day. He
Jjust came—I don't know which vehicle he was riding in.
Q  What rank was Siegmund?
Sergeant,
Where did you first see him on the 20th?
At noon about 12 o'clock.
What members of your crew were with you at that time?
There were American tents there and had the order to cleam
those wp, so I was by myself,
Q Did Siegmund help you clean those up?

2504
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A No.
Q He didn't stay with you all afternoon, did he?
A Well, he did remain there. Those little barracks down
there, we had our meals down there,
PROSECUTION: That is all.
DEFINSE COUNSEL: Nothing on redirect examination,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not,
the witness ie excused.
.(WBEREUPON the witness was excused and withdrew from the
court room.)
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness
Walter Landfried. Dr. Leer on behalf of the Defense will conduct
the direct examination. Dr. Leiling would like to conclude with a
few questions.
WALTER LANDFRIED, called as a witness for the Defense, was duly
sworn and testified through an Interpreter as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
wers interpréted to the German counsel and to the accused.)
DIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leer):
Q State your name to the Court)
Landfried.
Your first neme?
Walter.
Your former unit and rank?

Corporal in the Head [ , Panzer R

Are you a prisoner of war at the present timet
Yes.

Where?

In Dachau.

(Landfried = Direct)




Do you remember the time of the Ardennes Offensive?
Yes.

Do you remember Cheneuxt

Yes.

Did you experience any air attacks there?

Yes.

When was that?

That was in the afternoon of December 18, 1944,

e > o b o > o P o

What did you do during that attack?

>

We put our half-track in cover--we had one of the first
houses in Cheneux--and waited the attacks afterwards. After one
of those attacks I bandaged one of my wounded comrades and later
went to the half-track with him,

Were you then in Cheneux during the air attacks?

About how long did these air attacks last?
e attacks took about an hour or two.

How long after the attacks were over did you move out

It was about twenty or twenty-five minutes after the air
attacks that we proceeded on.
Q Did you see Col Peiper after you left?
A Yes.

Q Can you tell us where?

A We had been driving on a side rold'lnd as we hit the main

road Col Peiper was stending in a pill box outeide of Cheneux.
Q Which edge of town are you talking about?
The edge of town before we hit Cheneux.
Can you give the direction there?
Fo.

Do you know who Col Peiper rode with from then on?
/
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Yes.

Q Who with?

A Lt Col Peiper together with 8nd Lt Krause mounted my SPW
and we then went into Cheneux, past Cheneux on the main road into
a forest, On that main road we made a right turn and continued on.
Since the bridge was out we hed to turn around and at the time we
turned around Lt Col Peiper got out of my vehicle and mounted the
vehicle of Major Diefenthal, I think. We turned around and went
and moved back sbout two or three vehicles behind Major Diefenthal,

Q Can you give us the approximate time when Col Peiper
changed vehicles?

A No, but it was night.

Q Was it completely dark by then?

A Yes.

Q From Cheneux until he got out did Col Peiper ever get
into any other vehicle?

A Yo,

Q Did you ever stop along your way?

A No.

Q How many times during that offensive did Col Peiper ride
in your vehiclel?

A He rode with me only thet one time, that is why I can
remember it very well,

DR. LEER: I have no further questione,

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Leiling.

DR, LEILING: I am sorry I have disturbed the general order
of questioning in this case, but the witnese was since in the hospital
and T wanted to call him before.

DIRECT EXAMINATION (Cont'd)
QUESTIONS BY DR, LEILING:

Q I would like to direct your attention to the 17 December
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1944, Did you see the accused Gruhle on that day?

Yes.

Where did you see him?

It was about 1500 houre on the 17 December 1944,

Where?

It wes in & location sbout three or four locations west of
Buellingen.

Q What heppened at that spot?

A The half-track of Sgt. Hillig had bogged down and we had
to stop in order to pull him out. And during that time Captain
Gruhle came along, passed us by and got stuck in the mud himself,
He talked to 2nd Lt Krause and asked us to pull him out. We pushed
Captain Gruhle's car out and he drove on, After that we pulled
Sgt. Hillig's vehiclo on and we drove on,

Q What direction did Gruhle come from?

A Captain Gruhle came from the direction of Buellingen.

Q At that time was your half-track in front of Zimmerman's
half-track or behind it?

A I was in front of Zimmerman's half-track looking at it
from the point,

DR, LEILING:t No further questions,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may cross.
CROSS  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz):

Q Can you estimate the time that elapsed from the time Peiper
gdt in your vehicle until he left it?

A No, but it wae getting dark when Peiper got into our
vebicle and quite dark at night when he got out of it.

Q Was he in your vehicle for half an hour?

A No, more.

Q How long would you estimate it was, an hour?
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A I cen't say eny more, I can't remember this time any more.

Q But it was getting dark when he first got into the vehicle,
ien't that correct?

A Yes.

Q And you only traveled a few kilometers from the place where
he got in to the place where he got out?

A We drove from this town of Cheneux along the main road
through a forest and on the main road we drove on eslong the right, 3
I don't know how many kilometers.

MR, ELOWITZ: That i all.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, Prosecution
requests permission that I cross examine the witness on the second
subject about which he testified.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection,

CROSS  EXAMINATION (Cont'd)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker):

Q You say that you helped Gruhle get out of the mud where
his vehicle became stuck a few kilometers west of Buellingen?

A Three to five kilometers I seid.

Q That was on the 17 December 19441

A Yes.

Q And after you got him out of the mud hole his vehicle
left and proceeded westerly ahead of your vehicle?

A Yes.

Q And when you got to the cross roads yourself there were
German soldiers still in the field shooting the Americans who
pretended to pay dead=-

DR. LEER: I object to this; this was not pari of the
direct examination.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, the purpose

obviously of the witness' testimony is to establish an alibi for

Gruhle by ehowing that he couldn't have been at the cross rosds when
2903
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any shooting took place. If that is not the purpose, we move that

the witness' testimony bp stricken because it is absolutely ireelevant
as to whether Gruhle got stuck in a mud hole 6 kilometere west of
Buellingen.
PRISIDENT: The objection is sustained. You will have to
ask the question in another form.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker) (Cont'd):
Q When you got to the cross roades were German soldiers still
in the field shooting Americans who pretended to play dead?
A Yes.
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: That is all,
PRESIDENT: Any questione by the defense?
DEFENSE COUNSHL: Dr. Leer.
REDIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Dr. Leer):
[} On December 18 did it get dark already at 1600 hours?
A It was dark already at four to four-thirty that day.
IR, LEER: Thank you.
FRESIDENT: Any other questions?
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?! Apparently not,
the witness is excused.
The Court will recess until 1030.

(Wnereupon the Court took a recess at 1002 hours.)




(Whereupon at 1030 hours the Court reconvered.)
PRESIDENT: Take seats. The court will come to order.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, lot the record show
that all the members of the Court, all the members of the Prosecu-
tion with the excepti‘on of Capt. Shumacker who is absent on business
for the Frosecution and Capt. Byrne who has been excused by verbal
order by the Commanding General, all the members of the Defense
with the exception of Mr. Walters, Dr, Pfister who are absent on
business of the Defense, all of the defendants and the reporter are
present,
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as its next witness Paul
Buth, Capt. Marvid, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examinations
PAUL BUTH, recalled as a witness for the Defense, testified
further through an interpreter as followss
PROSECUTION: The witness ie reminded that he is still
under oathe
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):
Q Are you the same Paul Buth who previously testified at
trial?
Yesa
Were you ever in laGleize?
Yese
Do you recall vhen?
It was the 20th up to the 23rd,
And what month?
December 1944,
DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): Will the Court please ask No. 36
and 654 to stand up?

(Paul Buth = Redirsct)
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(Whereupon the accused Nos. 36 and 54 sto

TIONS

<

leading,

BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID):
Can you identify No, 547

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, ve object to this as

FRESIDENT: The objection is sustained,
DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): I withdraw the question,

PRUSIDENT: I will remark right now that that procedure

for identification is highly improper and you should realize thats

DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): I beg the Court's pardon., It

was my impression that it was done before; that counsel a sked some=

body to get up, in the lest session,

WESTIONS
<
A
Q
duties?
A

Company.

2
A

PRESIDENT: Proocoede

BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):

Do you know the accused Erich Rumpf?
Yess

Who was he during the Eifel Offensive? That were his

He was the Compeny Commander of the 9th Panzer Fiomeer

And do you know the accused Maute?

Yese

Vhat were his duties?

He wne Company medic in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company.
Could you identify both of these acoused?

Yose

How rany times did you see them during the Bifel Offensive?
I can't say exactly how many times.

Well, did you see them more then once?

Yos.

(Buth - Redirect)
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n very well by s

Have you ever spoken to them?

A Yes.

Q Would you identify them by taking a look at your left and
telling the Court what numbers they wear? First idemtify the acoused
Rumpf's

A Yes, Rumpf is No, 54.

Q And Maute?

PRESIDENT: The witness may stand up to see better,

Number 36,

Did you see Maute in laGleize at any time?

Yes.

When did you see him?

I wes together with him in the cellar in LaGleize.

What was Maute doing in the cellar?

He treated the wounded, when there was any,

Thet were, you doing in the cellar?

I took shelter in the cellar.

Thy?

Because of the artillery fire.

How long were you in this celler?

b was in the cellar fram the 20th up to the 23rd.

4nd was Maute in the cellar during all this time?

I don't know if he was there all the time, but most of the
time he was in the cellars

Q Did you ever see Lt, Rumpf enter the cellar?

Yos,
Do you recall when that was?

A That was on the 22nd of December.

Q About what time, do you recall? Morning, afternoon or
(Buth - Redirect)
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evening?
A It was at about noon,
Q About how many were in the cellar at that tims?
A I can't give you the exact number. According to my
estimate, about twenty,
How many of them were wounded?
There were at least six wounded in the cellar,
What was Maute doing at that time? Do you recall?
No, I didn't watech Maute oontinuously in the cellar.
Then Rumpf - when Rumpf entered, were you close by then?
Yese
Did you ses Rumpf talk to Maute at any time?
Nos
During the time Rumpf was in the cellar, did you see Rumpf
and Maute all that tims?
A No, 1lst Lt., Rumpf came into the cellar and asked me where
the vehicles were and whethsr they were oamouflaged.
Q And what else?
A Nothing elsse
Q #hat did Rumpf do after that?
A Rumpf then left the cellar again,
Q Did Rumpf @ay anything to anybody in the cellar about
prisomrs of war?
A Yo.

-] Did Rumpf say anything in the cellar about an executicn

A Noo
Did you ever leave the cellar with Maute?

Yess

]
A
Q When?
A

Thet was in the evenings

(Buth - Redirsot)
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Where did you go?

To the church, to our wounded.

About how meny wounded were there in the church?

I estimate eighty to a hundreds,

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): That is all.

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
Q On the 22nd of Docomber, Buth, were you always in the
cellar?

I have already said that I left the cellar in the evening.

How long were you gone? About how long?

Between - about 20 minutes.

Did you ever leave on any other occasion on the 22nd?

Not for more than that period of time., I could have left
the cellar for about two minutes at the most.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the next questions I
am going to ask this witness is for the purpose of attacking hie
credibility, I want to announce it beforehends

LAW MEMBER: Is there any necessity for warning him about
galf-incrimination?

PROSECUTION: XNo. I take that back, I shouldn't have said,
no. I believe he should bs warned that it is self-incrimimating.

LAW MEMBER: The next few questions which will be asked by

the Prossoution are for the purpose of attacking your eredibility.

You are warned by the Court that you do not have to answer the ques=

tions if they tond to inoriminate you, It is your personal privilege,

and you may or may not answer them &s you see fit, on the ground

that the answers may inoriminate you, Do.you understand that?
WITNESS BUTH: Yes.

(Buth - Recross)




JUESTIONS
What cage are you held prisoner hare in Dachau?
Cage 3,
Do you know Ebeling, who is & prisoner of war there?
Yess
Do you know Messner, who is a prisoner of war there?
Yes.

And you know Adolf, who is a prisoner of war there, don't

Isn't it & fact that two or three days ago that - because
you belisved that Messner was a stool pigeon - you said that he
should be beaten and that he would be bumped off'?

A I never said any such thing,

Q And isn't it also true that both you and Ebeling discussed
&

'
the circumstances surrounding the use that Messner was put to at

Schweebisch Hall, and that you suggested that e rops should be put
on Messner's bed to show what he could expeot?

A I beliave thot the comrades have a very vivid phantasy,

Q Will you angwer the question?

A I discussed that with Ebeling one time, but I don't know
anything for surs about this matter,

Q 4nd didn't you both say tnat, "We will beat Messner", and
that Ebeling said, "He will soon be bumped off anyhow'?

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): I object, please the Court. I
don't see how this effects his eredibility, It does not involve
the accused. It only relates to a third party, not a party to this
sotion at all in this cases It isn't materisl, and it dossn't
affeot oredibility as to what he seld ebout certain witnesses. He
is not being oross examined about certain admissions or statements

(Buth - Recross)




he made regarding the acoused, inconsist
td today.

PROSECUTION:; If the Court please, I believe on cross
examination you can go into many fields to show interest, bias and
prejudice of a witness, and that is what I em trying to do. I am
trying to show that because of his interest and prejudices, and his
bias in this particular set of facts that the testimony of this wit-
ness cannot be relied upon.

DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): Mo intsrest of this accused has
been shown or bias relating to the accused, HNo inconsistency has
been brought out between - as to what he testified to today or what
he might have testified or written previously, therefore, there is
no attack on his credibility whatsocever, Furthermore, if it please
the Court, I might add that he was & witness for the Prosecution.

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled.

PROSECUTION (To reporter): Now, will you please read back
the last question, if it wasn't answered,

(Whereupon the last question by the Prosocution was read by the
reporter.)
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION:

A Noa

PROSECUTION: That is all the questions on this partioular

phase.
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION;

Q Do you know the accused Neve, of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer
Company?

A No.

Q Do you know Jakel of the 5rd Panzer Pioneer Compa ny?

A No.

Q Do you know Joschim Hofman of the 3rd Penzer Piouwser Company?

(Buth - Recross)
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Yos.

Did you se him in the cellar there in laGleiz
No.
Would you deny that he was there in the cellar on the
22n4?
A No, I couldn't deny it.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, may we have Jakeland
Neve stand up?
PRESIDENT: Yes.
(¥hereupon the accused Jakel and Neve were directed tostand up.)
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION:
) Did you see cither ona of these accused on the 22nd of
December in LaGleize?
A No.
PROSECUTION: That is all.
PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the Defense?
DEFENSE: WNothing further on redirect.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 4&pparently none,
the witness is excused.
(Whereupon the accused witness withdrews)
DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness Theo
Gernt. Dr. leiling, on behalf of the Defense, will condict the
direct examination,
THEO GERNT, called as & witness for the Defense, being firat
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT BXAMINMATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEILING):
Q ¥hat is your name?

A Gernt, Theo.

Q Winich unit did you bélong $o in December 19447

(Gernt - Direot)
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Headquarters
Please state your unit agelin without any abreviations?
Headouarters Company, Reconnaisance Battalion, Leibstandarte,
Adolf EHitler,
fhat was yow last rank?
A Tech/Sergeant,
Q Where was Knittel's C.P, on the 2lst of December?
A The Command Post of Knittel was in a house on the road, one
kilometer West of Stavelot, on the 21st of December 1944,
fhich part of this houss?
The Commnd Post was located in the cellar of the house,
Where were you, yourself, during this particular day?
I was also in the cellar of this houss, in the same room,
Q fhat were your duties?
A It was my duty to be always in the vicinity of the Commander,
and to take care of the security of the Command Post.
Q VWhere was the accused Knittel on the 2lst of December?
A The Commander was in the cellar of this house, that is, in

the Command Post, all day long.

Q Whom do you mean by "Commender"?
A

Knittel,
Q How long was he in the Command Post?
A 411 day long,
Q How do you know that?
A Because I was there all day long myself,
DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): No further questions,
PROSECUTION: No cross exemination,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.
(Wharsupon the excused witness withdrew,) |
DEFBNSE: The Defense calls as - r?o;ils as its next witness

(Gernt - Direot)
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nell, on behalf
iuct the direct examination.

ALBERT GERWICK, recalled as a witness for the Uefense, testi-
fied further through an interpreter as follows:

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still
under oath,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, 0OL. DWINELL);

What is your name?

Albert Gerwick,

During the Eifel Offensive, to what unit did you belong?

To the 10th Compan

fho was your Company Commander?

1st Lt. Preua's.

Where wers you on the 16th of December 19447

Buellingen,

In the morning ar in the afternoon?

In ths morning,

Q I will read you from the testimony in this case, on page
948 of the record, being the testimony of a witness, Karl Husbler:
"Towards the end of Busllingenalready Kottenfushrer Bracht came
towards us with two American prisoners of war, He was coming from
the dirsotion of the gas dump, which was located on the left near
the exit from the town, Rottenfushrer Brecht sent the two prisoners
of war on a field and shot them in the back, from a distance of
about fifteen meters", What do you know about that?

A That we took two prisonsrs in the airfield, in front of
Buellingen, and thet we turned them over to somebody on & truck in
Buellingen, On this truck tiere were already 20 to 26 prisonerss

Q When you say, "we took the prisoners", whom are you refer-
ring to?

(Gerwick = Direct)
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The crew of our half track vehicls,
Was Brecht in your crew?
Yes.
During what part of the morning of the 17th of December
d you see Brecht?
He was always with us.
Did you see Brecht on the 17th of December 1944 shoot
prisoners of war?
No.
Now, you say that: "We took the prisorers and delivered
truck", Who delivered the prisoners of war to & truck?
Cpl. Brechts
Uid you see him do that?
Yese
With refarence to your SPW, where was the truck?
The truck was standing on the righthand side of the road.
After the prisoners of war were delivered, did you see
Brecht did?
Yos,
Vhat did he do?
He picked up some gas and later on I refueleds
How far away did Brecht go for the fuel?
About fifteen meters.
Did you see him all the time?
Yos,
#nd after the refueling, what happened?
Then we moved out of Buellingen,
Vas Brecht with you when you moved out of Buellingen?
Yase
DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWIVEIL): No further questions,

(Gerwick - Direct)
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) there did you say you drow se two prisoners that
you are referring to?
A Near the airfield,
Q Now, the airfield - is that before Buellingen or after
Buellingen?
A Before Buellingen.
Q And you don't know anything about those two prisoners that
Brecht took at the end of Buellingen, do you?
A Tos
PROSECUTION: No further questions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT, COL. DWINELL)
Q How meny prisoners of war did Brecht teke in Busllingen
altogether?
A Only two, the ones on the airfield.
Q At any time, on the 17th of December, d id Brecht take
any other prisoners than the two that you just testified about?
A No,
DEFENSE (LT, COL. DWINBLL): No further questions.
PROSECUTION: No further questions.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apperently nons,

the witness is excuged.

(¥asreupon the excused withess withdrew.)

(Gerwick - Redirect)




|

JEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense, at this time,

’s to introduce further evidence which will be stipulated by

Colonel Dwinell,

DEFENSE (Colonel Dwinell): Tt stipulated t
between the counsel for the prosecution and the counsel for
defense that if the witnesses Kurt Kramm s nderman
and Heinz Birnsheim were present in court they would testify that
Defense Exhibits, for ident ion, D-37, D-38, D-39, D-LO and
D-l1 are sketches showing with reasonable accuracy the relative
positions of American and German forces at the dates and the places
indicated thereon. For the record, the sketches are drawn in blue
and red colors and the person who drew the sketches meant the red
to indicate American forces and the blue to indicate German forces.

PROSECUTICN: It is so stipulated.

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense rests at this
PRESIDENT: Has the prosecution anything further to
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): The prosecution does

have something further to offer and calls Mr. Ellowitz -- recalls

ilr, Ellowitz,

MR. BLLOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the prosecution,

resumed the stand,” was reminded that he was still under oath before

(Ellowitz - Dirget)




PROSRATITT Ot
Are you the same M "1lowitz that has previc
testified in this case?

A I am,

Were you present in court when the accused Mortsheim

Yes,

Do you recall his testimony?

participate in the interrogation of Morts-

heim in Schwabische Hall?

A Yes.
Q Did you ever beat or cause Mortsheim to be bsaten at
Sclwabische Hall?

A I did not.

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): You may cross-examine.,

RE CROSS-EXAMTNATION

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFE (Captain Narvid):

Q Did Mortsheim ever admit to you that he had shot a
prisoner of war?

A He made a statement to me that he had shot an Amer-
ican whom he knew was attempting to surrender,

Q Did he use the word "kmew"?

A He said that he knew that the American was attempting
to surrender and he stated the réasons why he knew it.

Q

) Do you recall whether he used the expression that he

"...assumed that this man was an American prisoner of war,.."?

(Ellowitz - Direct)




please the cour
haven't a copy of the record wi th me, but I believe that the
court will be able to determine the w that were
the record.

LAW 3 s this is a matter of arpument, any-

further questions

Any further questions by the defense?

ENSE (Colonel Everett): We have nothing further

s there anything further by the prosecu-

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): No further questionc,

PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions of this
witness by any member of the court? Apparently not, the witness
is excused.

(\'mereupon, there being no further ques tions, the wit-
ness was excused and resumed his seat.,)

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): The prosecution recalls
as its next witness Mr, Kirschbaum.

MR. KIRSCHBAUM,.a witness for the prosecution was re~
called, reminded that he was still under cath before the court,

and testified through the interpreter as follows:
INATION
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis):
Q Are you the same lr., Kirschbaum that has previously

testified in this case?

(Ellowitz - Cross / Kirschbaum - Direct)
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ere vou present in

he accused 1

Do you recall the substance of his testimony?
I do.
wy, did you participate in the interrogation of Morts-
heim in Schwabische Hall?

I did.

“id he make any statement in your presence?

He did.

Was this an oral or a written statement?

In writing,

During the taking of Mortsheim's statement, did you
supply to Mortsheim the expression "...T assume that he 'wanted
to surrender,..", with respect to the prisoners that he was sup-
posed to have murdered and which he mentioned in that statement?

A T did not.
Q Were you present in court, when the witness Zimmer
testified?

A I was,

Q Do you recall his testimony?

A I do.

Q Do you reecall what he told you -- no, strike that —-
did you participate in the interropation of Zimmer at Schwabische
Hall?

A I did.

Q What was the substance of that interropation?

A Well, it was concerning the incidents in Wenne, that

was one part of the interrogation, and the other part involved

(kirschbaum ~ Direct)




J

v Commander with these two jars of saying that two
civilians had had to pay for it, When Zimmer took the witness
stand for the defense, he claimed that I had supplied one par-
ticular sentence to him, since he had only overheard part of the
conversation,

Q What did Zimmer tell you about the inecident, when you
questioned him?

A When we interrogated him, he told me that he had heard,
overheard rather, the whole conversation involving Tonk, at the
time that Tonk had reported back with se two jars of food — Tonk
had just reported back from a reconnaissance to Stavelot an
distinctly used the words in German which mean: ",..two ci
had to pay for it...".

Q When did Zimmer make this statement to you?

A It was when he was interrogated in Schwabische Hall,

PROSKCUTION (Colonel Ellis): You may cross-examine.
RECROSE E NATTON

QUESTIONS BY THE DI E (Captain Narvid):

Q In other words, when Zimmer testified under oath in
this court, he wasn't telling the truth, is that right?

A He said something completely different from what he
had told me in Schwabische Hall.

Q Then he wasn't testifying truthfully as a witness, is
that right?

A Weli, I am not able to judge whether he testified

truthfully, or not, I'm just te‘llinr' you, Captain, that when he

was interrogated in Schwabische Hall, Germany, he told me that

(Kirschbaum ~ Cross)
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Would you please answer the question "yes" or "no" —-
did Zimmer lie in court?

(Colonel El1lis): The prosecution objects
to this, the counsel is arpuing with the witness —— the witness
has said that he didn't know whether he was lying, or not, This
witness is in no position to know whether Zimmer told the truth
or not.

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained.
Q Zimmer originally was a witness for the prosecution,
is that right?
A That's right.
DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): No further questions.
PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): No re-direct.
PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the court?
arently not, the witness is excused.
(Whereupon, there being no further questions, the wit-
ness was excused and withdrew.)
PROSECUTTION (Colonel Ellis): The prosecution calls

as its next witness, Lieutenant Perl,

LIEUTENANT PERL, a witness for the prosecution, was
recalled, reminded that he was still under oath before the court

and testified through the interpreter as follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY 1 PROSECUTION : (Colanel Ellis):
Q Are you the same Liesutenant Perl that has previously

testified in this case?

A Yes, sir.

(Perl - Direct)




you recall his testimony?
5 8ir,
h reference e accused Kramer'
pages of his statement which was P:

any other t

Are you famili. > ciroumstances

1 you tell the court what you know about that?
Yes, sir,
Will you do so?

A I dictated the substance of Kramer's oral statement
from my notes, in Kramer's presence, after I had told Kpamer that
if there was anything not correct about the statement that I was
dictating, he should correct it ripght away, and he made a few corr-
ections on this occasion, When I was finished with the dictation
of this statement, I left the interrogation room and, later on, when
I came back to the interrogation room to read what Kramer had writ-
ten, I saw that he had made some changes from the statement that

was dictated in his presence. I told him on this occosion: ",.,T

have a pood memory, and it was dictated in an entirely different

way,.." and T then showed him where he had made the changes and

ves, that's right..." and he said, further: ",,,but

(Perl - Direct)




that time, I then told him: ",,,tut in vour oral interrogation
you stated that it said me shouldn't bother with prisoners
and that prisoners shouldn't be brought in, altogether...,", and
you, as a General, should certainly stand to your word, whether
oy were written down or not, and Kramer then said: "
oral interrogation...".

vm, then, as it actually G} s So he
then changed page S and wrote it as it is now, in which he says:
"oesIn my oral interrogation, I said ¢ shouldn't
bother th 1 oners of w

wanted to finish it,
now T say t the sense of it really was that the advance ele-
ments shouldn't bring in prisoners, as the follo 7 units should

take them, or something to this effect...M,

Q T hand you Prosecution Exhibit P-8 and ask Jyou to read
to the court that part of that Exhibit which you are referring to
now,

In English.

It reads as follows: ",.,In my oral interro-
pation I first stated that it was said in these orders that one
shouldn't bother with prisoners of war, in a later oral interro-
eation, T stated that it said, or that it read, as follows: ',,,
the advance units shouldn't bring in prisoners of war...', but now,
in writing, I state that the sense of this paragraph was that the
advance elements shouldn't hother with brinping in prisoners of war,

as this weuld be the mission of the units following them...". These

(Perl - Direct)
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(Captain Schumac ] don't
nterpreter interpreted to the court and

the

the accused
sentence of tness, following the reading of the portion of
the statement.,

(Wnereupon the interpreter re-interpreted, as requested.)
Did you ever make Kramer sta at attention
hours, while you were interropa him at Schwabische

Do you know who had charge of the

12 Hall?

ration of

Do you know whether or not the ¥

r Crimes Detachment
had any supervision over these personal belongings?
A I know we didn't

r examle, even if we wanted some
paper, we had to ask for it,

(Perl - Direct)




Did anyons sver reprasent themselves to Kraemer as

major during his interrogation?

I can't reomember. Not to my recollaction.

Did you ever mala the statement to Kraemer: 'UWe have
snough and means get rid of you in a quist manner??

No, sir.

Did you interrogate the mccused Peiper in Schwaibish

Yos, sir.
ore you present in court when the sccused Peiper tes-
tified?
Yas, sir.
Do you recall thesubstance of his testimony?
I doe
Q Did Peiper ever complain to you about a beating he
received from the Folas the day before he left Schwaibish Hall?
A No, sir.
Q Did you sss or interropats Feipsr the day before he
laft Schwaibish Hall?
A I did note
Do you recall where you were at that time?
Yes, sir. I was in Viesbaden.
Did you ever say to Peiper in Zuffenhausen, the fol-
lowings
. "It is a personal misfortune that, amongst the
prisoners who had heen shot there ars the sons
of two very important Americeans. If this would
not bes so, the whole story would not ba brought
to the attention of the public in such a mannar,
but the father is a senator and a business man

told about that to the open; it enraged them and
the peopls demand your hesd, since they lmow °

(Perl - redirect)

2392




your name. fou r 't ov 19 influence
of the press or t resi 5 would not be
able to save you, J 1 y of the people
hi quite a di m”"', pover place than in
Germany« f you admi rythi you ¢ save
your soldiers from grw_f I must adnit
that you are very popular amongst your men and
that Hx- r 1like you very well, with the exception
of soms mrsnnnl enenies, f' courss, has
overyone, but we shall sottle this matter in a
very ple way and we shail call only those
witnesses which are competent to us. By the way
I would like to tell you somethi T would like
to spesk openly to you in confidence. You are an
extraordinary soldi You went through something
which is called in our g € military record.
That is over now. Your life is completely
today and there is no se in it any more.
entire 88 will te sentenced in Wuremburg as a
crL" iz T Anong us, I osn 91l you
g of f‘icnr of this or-
gani i11 never see your freedom again.
as "«r\ like you are alive there can never
be any tallk about peace treaties or signing the
peace treaties between America and Germany."

Did you ever make that statement to Peiper in Zuffen-
hausen”

A It is a very long statement and of course I cannot re=
call every word of every interrogation, but I lmow that it is partly
correct and partly incorrects I lmow that I never told him that
there could not be any peace treatiss as long as people,as he is
alive or that we would call only those witnesses whom we liked to
oall. I remember for certain that I appsaled to him ms a good
soldier not to let us go into too thorough an investigation, as in
this case wo would find certainly out much more than would
be good for his men. It was the substance of this interrogation.
-But hs insisted that he does not lnow anythinge

Q* Did you ever make the statement to Peiper that amongst
the prisonsrs who had bsea shot there were the sons of two very import-
ant Americans.

A No. But I told him that the case had very much pub-
liocity and even if,until theh, we didn't find out who the eriminals
were, v@ would find out. " would find them oute

INTSRPRETER: I didn'g understand.

And even if we didn'y know up to then who the criminals we:

12933
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1 participate

cused Christ at hwaibish Hall?

you present in court when the accused Chr

I wase
Do you recall the substance of his testimony?
Yos, sirs
Q Did you ever thresten to hang Christ wnless he told
the trutht
No, sir.

Did you ever cursa the acoused Christ?

Do you recall how many s tatements you took from the
accused Christ on the 17th of Dgcember, 1945t
A I believe it was one.
Couldn't have been two?
A I remember that all those statements I took were intro-
duced into court.
Q Did you partioipate in ths interrogation of the ac~
cused Tomhardt at Schwaibish Hall?
A Yas, sir.
Q Visre you present in Court when the accused Tomhardt
tostiried?
Yes, sire.
Do you recall the substance of his testimony?
Yes, sir.
Yell, before the interrogation of Tomhardt in Schwai-

bish Hall, hs stated that he was standing in the hall with & hood

over his head end he sas struck in the faca and stomach. Did you

do that to hinf?

A I did not do it and the first time I haard about it

(Perli - redirect) 2334




nterroga tior

n his company?
That is right, sirs.
Did you beat any of them or cause sny of them to be
beaten befors thsy were confronted with Torhardi?
A No, they were all in a ne ring cell and in a
rather happy mood.
Q Did you ever threaten Tomhardt with hanging during
interrogation, or at sny othar time?
I did not.
Q Did you ever instruct the guards at Scnwaibish Hall not
to permit Tomhardt to rest either day or night?
I did not. And the guards vere not under my command,
anyhowe
Q Did you examine the hoods that were used on the prison-
ors in Schwaibish Hall?
A No, sire

Q Did you ever look into any of then?

A I know what your question is aiming ate I don't remem-

ber to have at any time seen a red hoods And T believe I would have
noticed ite
] Did you ever see any blood in any of the hoods?
A No, sir.
Q Did you participats in the interrogation of ths accused
Sievers at Schvaibish Hall?

Yos, sir.

Were you present in the court when Sievers testified?

Yos, sir.

Do you remember the substance of the accused Sisvers'
tas timonyt

A Yos, sire

(Perl - redirsct)
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Did you ever strike Sievars in the stomach?
1 did not, sir.
Did you evar see anyone olse striks Sievers?
sir.
Did you ever lick Slevers during an interrogation or
a?

iid not.

you ever threaten to beat Sievers?

rafused

Did you participate i interrogatio
cused Votzheim at Schwaibish Hall?

Yos, sir.

ara you pmsan;. in the court when the accused lNotz=~
heim testified?

Yas.

Do you recall the substance of his testimony?

Yos, I doe

Did you beat Notzheim or cause him to bs beaten at

at Scnwaibish Hall?

No, sire

Did you ever kick Motzneim in his sexual parts?

No, sirs

Did you ever soe snybody else?

Yo, sire I was in during not all of the interrogation,

but most of the time aml it v a very orderly interrogation.

Q Did you participate in the interrogation of the vit-

ness Benno Azather in Schwaibish Mall®

(Peri - redirect) ¢336




Trott?

all Oskar

Yes, sir.

Wers you present in court v

Yes, sir.
the substance of his testimony?

Do you recall

Yos, sir.
Did you ever tlreaten Trott with deatl

TION: You may cross examine.
DEFENSE COWNSEL: 111 the Court indulge us just a

inute on this?
FRESTDENT: Yess
DIFENSE CUTNSEL: @ would not be able to finish te
oross examination this morning, sire
FRESIDIENT: Court will adjourn until 0830 Nondey morn=

(thsreupon the Court, at 1200 hours adjourned.)
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‘An mlln '1‘1:‘
given under osth:
your
Frther Louis Desire Joseph blokian.
what religious denominetion are you?
Cetholic.
lfow long have you had this parrish at Le Gleiz 2, belpgium?

ine years.

Do you recall during the month of December 1944 the occupation
of La Gleize by German soldiers?

ing the occupati

iid you remain in

)id you take refuge while th of La Gleize was under seige?
Yes.

When did you tuke refuge?

On Monday, 18 Dec 44, &t l:45, when the Germens entered La (;leize
Where did you take refuge?

In the cellar of the house of Arthur (eorge.

Who were present in the celler at this time?

Vr, George's family. Others arrived later, but st the present
time I don't recall their nemes. On Tuesday all the peovle living
around the perrish ceme to refuge in the cellar. '‘there vas also
a (cerman refugee there.

When you went into the cellar was there & lot of artillery from
American forces being fired into Le Gleize®?

No,
Was La Gleize ever under fire from american forces?
Yes, beginning on Tuesday.

When the Germans came into Le Gleize on londay were Lnere any
Americens in the village at that time?

pele Y

When wes the first iime thet you heard o nericen prisoners
of war being brought to La Gleize?

I dontt yxnow exastly. It was probably Wednesdey, or Thursday.

<5t
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I left
16T K.

And where did you g07?

To the Communal House whith was inhebited by the teacher.

How long did you remain there®

Five minutes.

Where is the Communel louse located with relation to the church?®
Across the street.

in order to get the Comrmunal llouse ou had to walk along
road past the cement wall smrrounding the church®?

I followed the road slong the cemetery, inside the wall, between
the cemetery and the church.

A8 you walked along ihe road to ir. orge's house to tle enirance
Lo the cemetery, did you look down the road?

Yes, but there wes & lot of rifle fire and we hurried.

Did you see anything as you looked down this road?
Nothing speciel. There were Germens there, ss there was everywhere,

Did you at that time see the bodies of any Americen soldiers lying
on the road?

No.
When did you sgain return to lr. George's home?
Perhaps 10 minutes at the most,

Where did you go when you aerrived et lir. George's home the second
time?

To the cellar.

How long did you remsin in the celler the second time?

Until about 10 o'eclock on Tuesday, in the morning.

Did you leave the celler at that time?

Yes, I went to the kitchen which wes at the top of the sialrs.
The Germans were there, and the people of the house were there,
making coffee.

And what did you do, Father?

I just looked and went back into the cellar.

When did you leave the cellar agein, if at all®

Sundey, 24 Dec LL.

And where did you go this time?




I went back to my people
4nd then what did you do?
€ were given the order to evacuate s that we were to get dJdur
things together and that automobiles would come - to get: ‘ug &t

4 o'clock.

What, if enything else, did you do%

[ went to my house. We remained there watching the troops,
was esked to go eround the village to assemble the people.

Did you evér leave Las (leize?
es, on the 24th.
How long did you remein away?

ntil the following Saturday, the 30th of Dec. I returned once
during the vperiod that we wer gone,

When was that?

Wednesdey or ‘hursday. We buried & small boy who had died while
we were away.

What did he die from, Father?

The boy died from influenza.

Between the period of 18 Dec and 24 Dec, up to the time that
you left the village of La Gleize, did you ever see the bodies
of any dead American soldiers lying in La Gleizes?

No.

During this period of time, Father, whet was your church beéing
used for?

As & hospitel. I suppose the soldiers also took shelter there.
Were these soldiers that you speak of asmerican or German?
German.,

wounde
Do you know if there were any/Americen ‘soldiers lying in this
church?
Feople have told me there were.
Were these imerican soldiers being trested by the Germans®

I don't think so.

Did you ever examine the wall surrounding the church for bullet
holes?

About & yeer, leser when an investigetion wes made by the Americene

Did you look at the wall®
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does not seemto me. nere are marks,
from small arms, end certainly not from mass

By mass firing do you mesn mechine gun fire§ end machipe pistols?
No proving msrks were visible.

Did you exemine the oumide wall of your schoolhouse?

Partially, yes.

Did you see any marks that could heve been causedby small arms fire
on that wall?

No.

At any time, Father, did you see the bodies of Americen soldiers
in the town?

No, except thos=z I told you thet Hed been burned in tenks. I had
seen only one body in & tank. 7The body was so burned that it could
not be extracted from the tank. saw helmets of american soldiers
with holes and brain mstter inside.

Where were these helmets found?

In a small path st the end of the church proverty,
field about 50 meters from the church.

How many helmets did you see?
One with brain metter in it, and the other with & hole in it.

Father, your church is in the center of the cemetery, is that
right?

Yes.

While you were in the cellar, from liehday 18 Dec 44 till Sunday
2l Dec 4k, did you at any time hear the mozning or groaning of
human beings?

No. I heard cries, but they were from people in the village
were calling to see if we were there.

Then they were not cries in the sense that we use the word.
were one individual calling to esnother?®

bl
Father Louls Desire Joseph Blokian
La Gleize, Belgium,

Subseribed and sworn to before me this llth qay of June 1946
7 o
eley .
Ehd/fi. W. J. Vahler, JAGD
/ —
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Or s 18th of yemb

loceted on t top of & hill on

there until the following Friday

lMonday and ¥ridey, .I left J se 1 imes to gc¢

house to see that everything was ! My house i

30 or 4LO meters from the cellar took refuge. 1 then got
orders on Fridey morning at 7:30, from the Germans to go on & detail
to carry mettresses from various pleces in the town to the cellar in
\\‘hlch I was staying. Ther Germens took this cellar as & place for
their wounded. I finished this about 10:30 and was relieved from t
detail.

The Germans told me I had to find a new place to stay, so 1
went to a house close to the church and on my way I found my wife
and two children behind & hedge. I took them and we went to
house. All this time we were running because ther 8 f
of firing going on in La Gleize. The Gerrans camé to the hou
which T was staying and told us we had to move because it w not
safe for us to remain in this mection of the town because of the
hesvy firing. I asked them to get me a new shelter. ''hey then asked
me where I wanted to go. I told them that I would like to go to the
church, where they then took me. We went into the church and sat
down in one corner on a bvench. At this time there were & pout 15
wounded Germsn soldiers in the church, and one wounded american who
the Germens were treating. Later in the dey, however, meny more
German soldiers were brought into the churclh. We stayed here until we
wErExiibvExzisdyxmmxSaturday at 4:30, when we were moved becaase of the
heavy siielling of the church. We went to a small shed belong to Mr
Lembert, about 25 meters from the church. We stayed there until
in the morning (Sunday), end then fled through the f ds to a small
woods in the velley below the vilisge., We left there at 7:30 1in the
morning. We tried to cross the fields, but the firing was too heavy
and we returned to the woods. Then at 10:30 we hesrd someone call,

T looked and saw two American soldiers. They helped us and took us
to the road, &nd told us to g0 to the civilian station where there
was aid.

at

During the whole m% period of time that I have heretofor des~
cribed I did not see any bodies of desd American soldiers.

O Hauts

Alfred Kreutz

Subsoribed and sworn to me this 11th day of June IJL6:

na/ Lt. W. J. Wahler
1, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly skorn, state; that I truly treans=
lated the ceth mdministered by 2nd Lt, W.J. Wahler to Alfred Kreutz, and that there
upon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own hendwriting.

(G0 (e v

Cpl George Converse,

I, CplGeorge Converse,42235514, being f'irst duly sworn, state that the foregoing is e
true and correot translation of the sworn testimony of Alfred Kreutz given at 1a
Gleize on the 1lth day of June 1945, to the best of my abilitye i |
: S e SR R
Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of T\Annlgéa.
4
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a Qeiza, 15 June 1946.

Ihat I was ¢

dent iring the time of December, LL: that 1 the Germans re- en
tered the village of La Gleize on the dste of 18 December 1946, I with
several other persons took refuge from the firing in a celler, such
refuge proved unsafe and we took refuge in the celler of the church
which was used by the Germans as a hospital, that while living in the
refuge in the church we saw three wounded American soldiers treated

In the German hospital therein; that one of said Gmericen soldiers,
being badly wounded in both legs, died: that the body of said Amer-
ican soldier was taken outside of the church, that while at the church
and moving around the church snd environs, when safe, I never saw the
body of any other American soldier, nor hsve I any knowledge of the
non-combat shooting of eny Americen soldier, nor heve I heard of any
such non-combat shooting of any American soldier by the Germens during

the month of December, 194L.

FURTHER AFIANT SAYETH NOT.

5 “,
/’//é-ddm Lo
RN
L Sy /A’M\\‘

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of June, A.D, 1946,

WA R e S

Miles W. Rulien, D=152257, P=5

I, Cpl George Converse, ASN 42235314, being first duly sworn, State:
That T trugly translated the oath administered by Miles W. Rulien to Maria
Gregoire, and that thereupon she made and subscribed the foregoing statement

in her own handwriting in my presences

qﬂ@w ( 2 @Sy

I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state that the
forgoing is a true and correct translation of the sworn testimony of Maria
Gregoire given at La Gleize ou the 15 day of June 19 de to the bu: o I
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ring the m
the germans ensered
family and I took refuge from the izers of battle in a nearby celler
and when this proved to be too dange rous in not offering much pro=-
tection, my femily and I fled to the stone church. This church was
used by the Germans s a hoppital and wounded American soldiers were
cared for there and I saw that this was so. I know of no American
soldier of this time who was shot other than in combat., T know of
no American soldier who 3 shot et the wall of the cemetary and
would have known about 1it, being

church, end if that had been done,

right there at the time,

YURTHER AFIANT SaYETH NOT.

SUBSUL L ““: sworn to before me this 15th day of JUNL, A,D, 1946,

T AW

Miles We Rulien, D=152257, P=5,

I, Cpl George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state; That I
truly translated the oath administered by MIles W. Rulien to Armand Baltus,
and that thereupon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in his own
handwriting in my presence,

Gl (Geoya A 22583/ %

I, George Converse, 42235314, being first duly sworn, state that the fore=

going is a true and correct translation of the SWorn skxxmmsmtxm testimony
of Armand Baltus given at La Gleize on the 15th day of June 1946, to the
best of my ability,

_QJ. Gw-p-. Gw.o.u_ Y2353

14
9‘ vjzémé/’p/mﬁ P - AIK By 7A/-—¢/ 6/17
: S sppA, Gty %:' /,‘z,.; //Z‘Q’/‘rﬂ'




Fritz GEBAURR, being duly sworn upon his oath deposes and saysg

1y Ich kenne den Angeklagten Fritz RAU, Nr, 46 und ich sage &us,
dass dieser Angeklegte ay 19, Dezember 1944 in der Nashe von
Stoumont, Belgien verwundet wurde, Jeh war dabei, «ls er ver-
wundet worden ist, lch war ungefaebr 50m wn ihm entfeent, Ich
becbachtete, wie RAU waehrend eines Artillerieueberfal les von
einem Granatsplitter getroffen wurde und umfiel. Ich selbst
fuhr mit meinem SA in Declkung, n@cndem der Arvliierieusbertral i
wuigehoert hatte, ging 1¢n mit el ued Aswerwaes GROTH zu der
Stells, wo RAU lag und wir trugen ihn zu unserem SPW, Anschlisssend
fuhren wir ihn zum Heuptverbmdsplatz ins Schloss zwischen La Gleize
und Stoumont, Dort haben wir RAU eingeliefert, Seit dieser Zeit
habe ich Rau nicht mehr bei der Kompanie gesehens Ich hébe ihn
das erste Mal in Dachafi wiedergesehen,

il Gt

Subacribed and swarn to before me

thyl
¥ TDB;
204,




Louis Desire

foregoing stetement

Cpl George Converse

I, Cpl George Converse, 42285314, boing first duly sworn, state that the foregoing
is a true end correct transletion of the sworn test imony of Father lLouis De-

sire Joseph Blokian given at La Gleize on the 1lth of June, 1946, to the best of

my sbhility,

B T S

(Y?’Q(C‘L‘P( e

Cpl George Converse,

Subsoribed and sworn to hefore me this 18th day of June 1946, by the above

affiant, Opl George Converse,
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