
IIPPIR W ZlfZlNQJI 
1n trial ot 

iu wim smn Ylfllll 'ALD1'lJ mm· JT AL 
b:, 

GllJl!:IUL KILIT.t.RT GOVEIIIIMU'r C01lll! 

tried at 

Q,W AAC'MP, GlljllWJ HGilllllBO 1s MI 1940 

VQLOO l - Pvea 1 - 254 in01. 

16 MAT l 946, 1000 houri to 18 MAT 1946 - 1200 houri. 

l!!IHl 

Defenee Motion t o Dlamlu • . . . • • • . . . . • . . • • • . . . • • • • • 29 

Interrogation of Accuud a, t o nam(I, age, nation-
alt ty and status , •. ...•. . .. . . . , ... .... ...... 32 

Mrr.l gnment • • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . • . . • • 70 

Motion to , t ·.-11':e n :.· t o certain defendants •• . .•.•• • 

Jfo tlon to atri ke certain portion• of particulars • • 11 

.in 3wer to mo tion to ,trike porti on• of po.rttculore , 1?' 

Motion re juriadlction of Court to t17 • • . . • . . • • • . • 23 

Ruling re jurisdiction b7 Law Memb er • . . . • • . . . . . • . • 28 

Motion f or 1everance 31 

Rul ing on motion f or severance • •.. .. . .. , •....• . , • • 31 

http:KILIT.t.RT


tl1111!21I 

!1Dl§§ll1 l!wat 21:ul. lll4llw. llw:.w.Qaai:1 

P:IRL , ht LT . WILLIAII I. 107 146 160,171, 
181 178 

JU.Olf,ITZ, NIEIIS ' 155 2 311 245 

ASSDIIACDR, IWl8 182 184 185 

IIWIII, Gil! 186 214 221 

J.l.lGJ:R, HOIST 222 

xom.m. llllllST 225 228 

SCllnil)]lll, ICLl,US 229 232 

PLOBIWl!i , XOIIT 232 235 

LICHTWAI\X , HAJIS DICK 246 249 

mraua, !WIS 251 254 



llllll.tl 
lmlt RIHEilllial M1tUd Qti:1t14 
P-1 Letter froa Deput7 J& referrtnc eaee 103 1oe 

to trtal. 

P-2 StlJ>ulatlon rete.rrtnc to Pro,. h:. lOl lOl 
P-3 (Nap) 

P-3 Map on wall of courtroo• 105 106 

P-4 Statoaent ot Jo1apb ntetrtch 106 119 

P-4-A hell 1h tran1lation of P-4 120 

P-4-B M!idaYlt of Jolftf Dlotrloh 122 

P-4-0 4ffldaTit of J.out Dletrtah 122 

P-5 Hood uud at Scbwaebhcb Hall 110 111 

P-6 Statement of Sepp Dietrich dated. 1~6 
22 March l 946 

P-6-.t. l.ngli1h tranalotlon of Ix. P-6 125 126 

P-7 Statement of Joachim Peiper dated 127 130 
28 March 1946 

P-7...t. J:nglhh tranllatlon of J:x. P-? 131 131 

P-7-B Picture AftidaTi t 134 134 

P-7-C 134 134 

P-8 Statement of J'ri tr: Kraemer 135 137 

P-8...t. Statement of Jri tz Kraemer (:Engl!eh 138 138 
translation of P-8) 

P-8-B Picture Mfldavt h 140 140 

P-8-C Picture AtfldaTi t 1 140 140 

P-9 Statement of Dietrich ,141 142 

P-9...t. lngl11h tranalatlon of P-9 143 143 

P-9-B Dietrich Attid,u·lt 146 146 

P-10 Statement of PrieH 155 157 

P-10-.t. lngliah translation of P-10 157 

P-U Document 151 161 

P-11...t. :Inglish transla tion of P-11 162 162 

P-U-l! Picture .Affidavl ta 166 166 

P-11-C 166 166 

166 1~6P-11- D 

P-ll-• 166 166 

P-11-J 1613 166 

P-ll-0 166 166. 

http:llllll.tl


I lt I I BI (OoD\ 14,)' s 
lal!![ lhlHEIIHr:tl Mai:114 su:,11:14 
P-12-,.t. bcllob \ranolo.Uon ot P-1.3 1&9 189 

P-13 Stateaent ot Arndt lhcber 171 173 

P-13-A lncUah tran•lation of P-la 173 174 

P-13-ll Picture o.!fidaTU br Arndt 1hcber 177 

P-14 German statement of Hennecke 236 238 

P-1~ hclhh tran1laUon ot P•l4 1 

238 238 

.P-14-ll Ricture a:tt1da•1 t of !lan1 Rennecke 243 

.P-14-0 
243 

.P-14-ll 
243 

P-14-1 
243 



l/li-16/ A General M!.litary Oourt app ointed by , o mu.ch of 

paragraph 24, Specia l Orders ?lo. 90 , Headquarters Third 

United Statea "1.rmy dated 9 Ap ril 1946, a1 am.eIUled b7 

corrected 00py, SpecieJ. Ordere No . 11?, Hea.dquartere Third 

United States Army dated 10 ~ 1946 , APO 403, met at Dachau, 

Oermacy, on the 16th day of May 1 946, 1000 ~our1, a1 directed 

by the President thereof. 

The Court ·proceeded i n open Court to the trial of 

Valentin liersin , Friedel Bode , Marcel Boltz, Willi :Bra,m. 

Ku.rt ~ll,e.llUUaf..a.t', ¥1111 Von Cham,i er, Friedrich Chri 1t, 

~n Cl otten , ~red CoblenP., Josef Diefenthal , Josefj_Sepp ) 

~. Fritz Ecbnann , Arnd t Fischer, Georg Fle:o s, ~ 

~ s , Fritz Gebauer, Heinz Ger hard Goedicke , ~ 

Gold1chmidt , Bans Gruhle I Helmut Raa.s, ~r, Armin 

He cht, Willi He inz H~l. Hans Hennecke , Emil Hergeth , Hana 

,llilu, Heinz Hofmann, ~ a chim Hofmunn , Hubert Huber , Siegfried 

J a ekel , l3~er, J'riodel Kies, Guatav Knittel, Georg 

Kotzur , Fritz K•·e1m.f' r, Wf'r ner Ku,;hg., Oskar Klinge l hoefet. 

' 
Herbert Loseuaki , Erich Maute, Arnold Kikalaschek, Anton 

Motzbeim, ~rich Mu.enkemer, Gustav Neve Paul Her mann Ochtt:ann1 

We r ns r Pedersen , J oachim Pe i p er , Hans Pletz , Geo r g P reun , 

H@n'l;J.pp Pr1~ . ~ri h Rt'.uh , Th(l!o Re:'¥1., B:a inE Rehagel, Rolf 

Ro l and Reher , Wol f gang Richter, ~ Riedar , Rolf Ritzer , 

AJ::e l Rodenburg , Eri ch R~ f , \lilli Scbaefe-r, P,µd:> l f Sch'frl'aaba.ch , 

Kur t Sickel, Oa.,,a l d Siftgmund. FranE S!,u8r&, Hans Siptr ott , 

Gustav Molt Spr ,n.-;.r,r , Werner Sternebeck , Heinz Stickel 1 Rt!r ert 

Stock , Er.,,in_szypet'aki, !i:dmund Tomczak, Heinz Tomhardt . ~t 

~ , Hnns Tre tti1:J J~ Wc.aenberger , Erich \'lerner , ~ 

..!:.!:.as, Otto WichJlann , and Paul z....,1.gart , accuaed, who, with 

the exception of Helmut Haa1 , Herbert Loaen aki, w,..rne r Pedersen 

and Emil Rergeth , were preaent . 
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1-6/16-Sli-2 Colonel A. H. Ro1enfeld, a member of the Court, 

11 aa officer with l egal training. 

The Court appointed Major Luba Schirman, Admtniltrator 

4-th Clan, Legal Department, rrench M111te.ey Government; 

Corporal W.irner Wolt, Corporal Theodore Mischel; Pfc, Peter 

Ackermann, United Stat•• .Army; Mr. Harr7 Thon, Mr. George 

Miller, United State1 Civ1ltan1i and Miu Karia Wetzel, a 

German civilian, ae interpreter, for the caae, and they were 

duly ,worn. 

The Court appointed Mr. Jame, E. Bar ton, Kr. Irving 
'-- v 

t-- J. Rayett, Miu Sally Ro ee , Miu Violet McCullough, Mt.. 

Evel7Jl Cohein, Mies Pauline. Bemi a , Miu Syl via Prager, Kr, 

Roy K. Welch end Mrs . Mabel Bolt, United Ste.te a Clviltau1, 

aa reporters for the case, and they were dul7 aworn. 
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l-5/15-Si-3 PRl&l~1 Take aeat1. Court will coae to 

order. 

PR0SECU'l'I0N1 ProHcutlon 1a na4T to proceed. 

in the case of Valentin Der1in, et al. The accuHd are 

all pruent with the exception of Helmut Hae.1, Herbert 

Losenaki, Werner Pederun, and llmil Hergeth, together with 

the regul.&rl:y app ointed def' enH counael. 

If t he Court plea ae, there are seven interpreter, 

to be sworn. Wi l l the interpre t ers p le!L&e etep forward? 

(Whereupon Major Luba Schi rm.en , Admi nist r a t or 4th 

Cla&S, Legal Department , Fr ench Mili tary Government ; 

Corpor a l Wc. rner Wolf, Corporal Theodor e Mi s chel, Pfc. Pe t er 

Acker mann, Unit ed States Army; Mr . Harry Thon, Mr . Geor ge 

Miller , United Sta tes Oivilin.ne; a nd. Mia s Maria Wetzel, a 

German civilian, vere duly sworn a ll i nterpr e ter1. ) 

PROSECUTI ONS If' t h e Cour t p l ea.ae , t .h er e are nine 

reporter, t o be aworn. Will t hey pl eas e 1tep f orward? 

(Wher a'!JJ)on Mr. J ame s ll. J3ar t on, Mr . Irving J. Beyett, 

M1 86 Sal l y Roee , Mi n Violet Mc Cul l bugh , Mi as i velyn Cohen, 

Mias P aul ine Bemi s , Mi e s Syl v i a Pr age r , Mr . Roy K. Wel ch and 

Mrs . Mabel Hol t , Uni t ed St ate, Civilians , were duly &worn a, 

r epor t ers . ) 

PllSI Dml'r; 'lhom doo s the eccu1ed de &ire t o in­

t roduce a a couns el f 

Ili.F3NSE COtntS::&L: May- it p l oaee the Court , a t 

t his time the accu sed desire t he Uni ted Statu office rs and 

c i v ili an s her etof ore appoi nted by the Thi r d Army a s their 

defenee counsel. The accused furt her de sire to i ntroduce the 

fo ltorlng named Gt!'rman couneel , who nr e prac ticing attorney • 

· and qualified t o prac tice before thi1 court; Dr . Max Rau , 
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, l-6/16-SR-4 J>r. Retnrtch M. Wieland, Dr. Otto LeiUng, Dr. Franz J. 

Pftate,:, Dr. ~ene Leer 1 and Dr. Hana Hertkorn. 

PROSECUTIOH: lf the Court pleaae, the following 

aember1 of the Court I app ointed by paragrfl:Ph 24, Special 

Order• No. 90, Read.quarter• Third United State, Ar111:1 dated 9 

April 1946 , aa amended by corrected copy , Special Order, •o. 

11?, Headquarters Third Uni tad Statec Army dt:.ted 10 M.q 1946, 

are present , 

Brigadier Gen eral Joliah T. Dalbey, Colonel Paul H. 

W'eile.nd, Colonel Lucien S. Berry , Colonel James G, Wa tkina, 

Colonel Wilfred R, Steward, Colonel Rqmond C. Conder, and 

Colonel A, H. Ronnf'eld. If t he Court please, Colonel Robert 

· R . Raymond has beon excused by verbal orders of t he Comiandir.g 

General and will not be refer red t o aga in in an;v announcement 

by the Tria l Judge A,lvoc o.t e i 

Lieutenant Colonel Burton J'. El li a, Trial Judge Ad­

vocat e , Lieutenant Colonel Homer B. Crawford, Aaohtant 

Trial J ud.go M~,ocate, Captain P~hael Shumacker, Auiatant 

Tr ial Judge Advocnt e , lat Lieutenant Robert J:. Byrne, Auhtant 

Trial J udf;e Adv.:>cate, Mr. Morrh :uowitz , Aashtant Trial Judge 

Advocate; 

Colonel Will i e M. Everet t Jr . , Defense Counael , Lieutfln­

ant Colonel John S . Dwinell , Auhtant Defense Cou.n.ael, 

Lieutenent Col onel Grar,ger 0-. Sutton, Aa l18tant Defenee 

Counsel , Captain B. N. llarvid, Aeaistant Defense Counael , 

2nd Li eutenant Wilber t J. Wahl er , Aed 1S t ant Defense Counsel, 

Mr. Herber t J . Strong , Auis t ant Defense Counsel, and Mr. 

Frank Wal t en, Aaais t ant Defense Counsel. 

1st Lieutenant William R . Perl baa been deaignated aa 

epeci o.l anistant to the Proeecution. 
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1-5/16-Sll-5 The onl.7 abnnt aeaber, aa previouel7 stated, is 

Colonel Robert R. Raymond, Jr., who has been excueed on 

the verbal o:<1,er ot the Coamanding Qener&l, and will not 

be referred to again by the Proeieoution. 

The general n&ture of charges in this caise ie: the 

violation ot the law1:1 and uoagee of war in that the above 

named accused, charged aa being parties concerned, did 

wilfully, deliberately and wrongfully permit, encourage, 

aid, abet and participate in the killing, shooting, 111-

tre·atment, abuse and torture of memhere of the Anmd 

Force s of the United states ot Aaerlca, &nd of unanned 

allied civiliane. 

The Prosecution will not call any ~r of the 

Court a s a witness, nor ld.ll the accused. 

DEFENSE CDUNSEL: May it please the CouI"t., 

the Defense Counsel does not anticipate calling any member 

of the Court as a witness. 

PROSEC11l'ION: Has any member of the Court a 

personal intereet in the case? 

PRE CJI OENT: There appear to be none. 

DEFENSE COUN CJEL: May it please t he Court, at 

this parti cular time it is the desire, on behalf of the 

Defense Counsel , t o have each member of the Court in­

terrogated s pecifically a s to t hese questions: 

We respectfully- request the Pre si dent to determine 

i i' any member of thi 3 Court has any prior knowledge of the 

facts in t hi s case by virtue of hie parti cipation in the 

Ardennes Offensive, ccmnonly referred to as the 11 aat tle of 

t he Bulge" which would pre judice him in hi. 3 judgment. If 

so , He re spectful.17 request t hat he be excused for cause . 

PRE"J:DENT1 Will 7ou please say 7es or no? 
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1-5/lb -Sll- 6 IZJ'ENS~ CotJJ'SZL1 )iq' the record ahow that 

the aem.ber, of the Court have anawered that they have 

no interest. 

We reap9ctfull7 reque1t the Prelident to de­

termi no if Bn7 member of thil Court ha1 ~ prior kDow­

ledc:• of the fe.e t1 in thil oaae from Ul1' other 1ouroe 

which would prejudice him in hh ju.i,gment. If 110, we 

relJ)eotfull7 r eque1t that he be excused f or cauae. 

PllSIIWlT t 'Will you pleaae an1wer t hat queetion 

yea or no l 

DD'DSE COONSEL1 Let the record show tha t all 

the members of the Court ,have anawered in the negative. 

We r e epectfu.117 r equest th8 President to de­

termi ne if any member of thi a Court hae formed any opinion 

a& to the gull t or innocence of any of the accused 1 n thh 

C&H. I f 10 , we r eapectfully reque11t that he be excutltd for 

cauee. 

PRESIDDT; Will you pleaae e.nawer yea or no? 

D:iFENSB COtmSEL : May the r eco r d shew the.t the 

members of the Court have anawered in the negative. 

We respectfully request t he Pre s ident to de­

termine if aey member of thia Court haa any personal interest 

in t his case. I f so, "'f" r equi!at that be be excuaed for 

cauae. 

PRESI DENT: Please e.nswer yee or no . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May the record show that t he 

memb ers of t he Court anewered in the negative . 

We respectfully requeat the P reaident t o determine 

if any m9mber of the Court 11 pre judiced by reaaon of t he 

fact thc t the accuud in tbh case .are alleged to be aembera 

of the SS . I f 10 , we reepe:tfull y request that he be excuud 



l-6/l&-SR-7 for cauae. 

PRESinNT1 Pleaae answer 7e1 or no. 

IIIFENSE COUNS!!L: Key the rec ord show that the 

Court an,wered in the nega tive tei the :!'if th queetion. 

At this time, mA.y it p l eaae the Court, we have 

prepared mo tions covering Jurisdiction and I am informed that 

t h ie is the approprinte time for the interp osing of thia 

mo tion and I would like at t h 1e time t o introduce Lieutenant 

Wahle1·, t:ho will present this motion in written f orm and read 

it to the Oourt in order to save the Oourt' G tiD1e e.nd make it 

as short e.s p ossible. The Prosecuti on has been aerved with 

c opies of this motion in order t o g ive t hem the benefit of 

time in which tc p repare ary arguments they may wh h t o p r eaent 

t o the Court. 

PROSECUTION: Befor e the presentin& of the moti on, 

if the Court p l eaoe , mny I make the stn tem~nt that Colonel 

Rosenfeld is an offic er of l ecal tra i ning . 

LT. WAHLER : ?-lay it plen1e the Court. this moti on 

has been p r epared on mi meogr ap hed for ms and I have a copy f or 

euc h memb er of t he Cow· t, f or t he c onven i e!lce of t he Court. The 

moti on is i n the ne.ture of a motion to strike afi to certa i n 

named def endants in the Char ge Sheets . (P.ead i ng): 

"Now come the Defendant& , Val en tin Bersin, 
Geor g Kot:?:ur , W!'ro•r Kuehn , Hans Trettin, AU&Uat 
Tonk , Herner Sternebeck, by their duly flpPointed 
Defense Counsel anc1 move the Court to quash ao much 
of the Particulars of tha First Cherge of the Char ge 
Sheet dat e d 11 April 1946 and ao lll".JCh of the Part i ­
culars of t he Firs t Charge of t he Supplemen t al Charge 
Sheet det ed 17 A-oril 1 946 wh i ch ch21·gee t he ae Defendant , 
oi wilf ul.l;v, deliber at ely I and wrongfull y permitt i ng , 
enc ouragi ng , aiding Rnd abetting or participati"Dg i n 
the £hoot i ng , ill -trea t ment a nd abuse and t orture 
11 0F Ul!APJ(JED ALL I O ClVILIAlTS I THE EXACT l!.A..'-lES AND 
NUMBERS OF SUCF. PZ?.SONS B.E! t'G moo;OitJ; . M 

Objection 11 f urthe r made t o the fo ll owing charge 
&et fo-r eh in the s eparate Bill of Particulars. dat ed e 
April 194.6 per taini ng t o the above !la.!l!ed defendants 
vh i ch are as foll ows : 



1-5/16-SR Valentin m2Sll, Unteracb&rfuehrer (8,irt) 
Tank Commander , 
2Dd. Pl., lit P1. Co., lat Bn., lat SS ¥1. Regt. , LSBAB 

The proHeuti on upect I to prove that thil accuaed 1 

l. Was re1pon11ble for t he lcillill€ of alhed 
civilians on or about 21 December 1944 at Wanne, Belgium. 

Georg KOTZUR, Sturmmann (Ffc,) 
Radioman 
2nd Pl,, lit Pz. Co., lat Bn., lat $S Pz. Regt., LSS.AH 

The prosecution upecta to prove that thil accueed: 

l. On or about 20 December 1944 at Wsnne , Belgium, 
a1ei1ted in the 1hooti~ of alU ~~ civ111ana. 

Werner KUEBlf, Unter eturmfuehrer (2nd Lt. ) 
Platoon Leader 
3r d Pl. , 9th Pz . Pi. Co., l at SS P t: . Regt ,, LSSAH 

Tba proaecution e~ect1 to prove that thia accuaed: 

l. On or about 31 December 1944 at Lutre Boil, 
:Belgium caused allied civilians to be shot . 

Ilana 'lllETTill, Sturmmann (Ff c.) 
Loader 
2nd Pl,, lat Pz . Co,, la t Bn., lat SS Pt:. Regt ., LSSJJl 

The pr oaecution expeot1 t o prove that thi s accu1ed; 

l. On or a.bout 20 December 1944 at Wanne , Belgium 
fired on allied civil i an, . 

August TOR, Rauptschar1'ue brer (M/Sgt) 
Tank Comm&nd e r 
Znd Pl. 6th Pz . Co ., let Bn., let SS P:::. Regt ., LSSAP. 

The prosecution upecta t o p r ove that thia accused: 

l. 011 or about 18 December 1944 nea r Stavel ot , 
:Belgium fired on allied oivilio.na . 

Werne1· ~. Ober ~turmfuehrer (l 0t Lt . ) 
Company Officer 
6th P z . Co ., la t :Bn., 1st SS Pz. Reg t . , LSSAH 

The p ro s ecuti on expect t o p rove that this accueed: 

1. On or about 2 " December 944 at \·/s.nne 1 

Belgium , permitted and aaehted i n the shootillg of allied 
civilian&. 

The above named dofendantt move the court to qua1b 
the chargea and that they be dhmia~ed a1 party def ende.nta 
! 01· t he fol l oving reuone: 
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1-6/16-SR-9 l. Under the fart1oular1 or the i'i·r•t Charge of 
Charge Sheet dated 11 April 1946 , the Particular, of 
the Fir1t Charge of the 1upplemental Charge dated 17 
.April 1 946 , and the separate 11111 of Par ticular• dated 
8 April 1945, the above nued deteudant1 have been 
accuaed of wtllful l7, deliberately, and wrongtull7 
peraitting, encoura«tnc, aid.ing and abetting or Parti­
cipatin« in the 1hootia«, ill-treatment, abuae:, and 
torture of unarmed Allied national• at or near Wanne, 
Lutra l3oh, ana St..velot, Belgtua, et al. The Charge 
Sheet, and aeparate Bill of Particular, however are 
ailent ao to the 1peoifto nationality of theee allied. 
civilian•, They were merely mentioned. in the particular e 
of the Ftre t Charge and aeparate :Bill of Particular, a, 
unarmed Allied Otv1lian lfat1onal1, The 11tu1 of the criwe 
fo r which the above named defend.ante are called t o an1wer 
ta within tb.f'll territorial jurhdiction of another aovereip 
.Allied llation, namely Belg iua. It cannot be aaid that 
Jurisdiction ID&)' be a u umed becauae the vict.ima i n thia 
particu lar can were 11.&.LLl?m CIVILUllS". A military 
goverr.ment c ourt cannot aasume Jurisdiction over theH d&­
f endanta for war crimes committed where the aitua of the 
crime 11 within the territorial Jurhdiction Q! another 
Allied Watton, and etpec1all7 10, where the Allied c1vil-
1ana a re subjects of t hh Allied liation. 

2 . The evidence will thow that the chargea for which 
the &hove named defend.anti are c o::apelled to anewer involves 
a violation of the right• of Bel g ium nations.la. :Bel g ium 1a 
a aover e i gn state dul y recognhed as euoh by OU"' country 
aa well as al l other Allied l&tion a . 

3. On l November 1943 , three gr eat powers, the United 
States, Ruasia, and Grea t :Bri tain enunciated e, policy con­
c e rning the trial of var c rimina ls. The c onfe r enc e at which 
this policy vaa formulated 11 now c ommonly referred t o a, 
the •MOSCOW CONi'ERENCX: 11 • The declarati on on at r ocities whi ch 
became a part of that c onference ie aB followe : 

IAt the time of the granting of any Armiatioe t o 
any GoverlllDent whi ch may be set up in Germany, 
those Ger :ian off icere a nd .aen , 14embere of the 
lle.2:i Party, "'·ho have been respons ible for or wh o 
have taken a p ert i n the above atrociti e s . 
mae slli.cree and executiona , will be sent back to 
the c ountry in whi ch thue abominab.l e deeda were 
done, in order t hat they may be Judged and 
puni shed according t o the l a.,,s of theee liberated 
c ountries and of the f r ee Governments which wil l 
be erected therein. • 

4 . Accord i tl8 to t he ~ol i cy enunciated at the Mo11cow 
Conference , end whi ch aubaequ.ently became part of the 
Potsdam Declaration, these prhonet"II should be t urned over 
to the proper government fo r trial I vhi ch 1n thh cate 
would be Belg ium . Bel g ium , ae ta , overeign allied nation , 
has exclusive Jurisdiction t o try individuals accuaeC of 
war crimee committed against its llationala within ita own 
territorial Jurhdiction . The defendants in this case , if 
held subject t o t rial by an Amer i cFn tribun.e.l , could , a t e. 

!f~~~ ~:l:tum~ 1 ~ab: ~;~r!f~t~~li!AJe!!!~tu:alI~!~1 
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llOuld also hsve tlE right to hol d t heso defendants 
tor trial.a 

5. It carmot bo sild in tbits particular oase 
that we ~ assume j urisdiotion because of the fact 
that t hese Bel gian civilians were gainfully or act­
ively involvt3d in aiclin& our Il'lil itacy operations in 
Belgium at the time of the offense . No allegation 
1B contained 1n tho pl eading that American military 
operations or military intelligence were impeded. 
The offense !or which the above defendants are charged 
in I'J.O wey invol ved A:norican nationals. Accordingly, 
theproper situs of thie trial ehould be Belgium. 

6. I n all war crinEs cases haretofor tried by 
the United States one or both of th9: foll owing 
jurisdictional facts ,vere preBent 1n order to give 
jurisdi ction to the .Ama!·ican Mil itRI')" Government 
Courts ov Jr the subject nt!ltter ltS well as the person: 

a .. Ths 11i ctima invol ved in t he crime were 
eith1r American Citizen or ruMrican National s . 

b. The situs of the crime ,Tae ,nthi.'l the 
Zone of Occupa t.ion of the Amaricon authoriti es. 

If either or • both of the above e l ements are present 
tl1e United States bas ass umed jurisdiction , but 
lfh-are neither of these elements wer e present, t he 
Un.i.ted St ates has not as~1J.11:Bd jurisdiction ., but 
prope rly has r eferred s uch cases to t hose nations 
whos e na t ional s and/or t erritories or t erritorial 
zones of occ upa t ions v,ere invol 'led, 

7. It mey be concl uded that t he sol o controllinc 
r eason the tbsoow Deeb.ration ~nunciated this 
principl e was that indi·1idual s e; uilty of war cri.Ioos 
should be t r i ed by thos e i;overnment:s within whose · 
t erritorial jurisdiction the crime ,ms conunitt ed. 

Therefor e ., it ts submitted tho.t I.L'ldcr tho 
authorities lnretofore given t hat t his Gene r al 
llilitary Govarnmant r.ourt i s w1 thout jurisdicti on 
to try the above no.med defendants and that t hoy 
ehould be extradited to tho Bel{; i um ai.1thorities 
f or trial. 11 

PROSECtrrIONt If the Court pl eas':' , it 1a requested 

that if the Defense hao a simil~r motion , that. it be made 

at. t hi s t ime,. 

LIEUT!!JMN WA..qJ}:.'h If the cour t pl ease , ,1a 

have another lllO tion, a compani on motion 1 invol ving t he 

sruoo element s , but I t hink f or th3 ur ose of the 

recor d we ni:ted not read the oxact notion but incorporate 
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the t·1r1t paracraph here. Thie aotion mei·ely goea to 

the certain particularlll of t he apecific Bill of Parti­

cu.lar1 t ha t we are atta.okine;. We claim th.t any­

paragraph or charge relating to the 1hootin« of allied 

civilian.1 ahould be stricken from the Bill of Particul.8l'i 

and from the Charge1. J'or the conventenoe of the Court, 

I will submit the motion and aak that it be incorp_orahd 

in the record. 

PRESIDEtlT, The motion may be incorporat ed 

in the recor d . 

"MOT I OII TO STRIKE CZRTAI!I PORTIOllS 
OF THE PARTICULARS. 

11Now come t he defend.ante Re.tut Hennecke, Benoni 
Junker, J oach im l!.!G.!I,. Er ich Rumpf I Heinz Tombardt . 
lier wmn Pri e ae , Rans G-ruehle , 1'1111 Bendel , Max 
Rieder , J oa ~f (Sepp Dietrich , Gustav Kni ttel , Arndt 
Fischer, Kurt llrie1emeieter 1 Manfred Cobler..z, and 
Fritz Kraemer I by t heir duly appointed Defenae 
Counsel and movo the Court t o qua.ah ao much of the 
p e.r tioular e of the Fira t Charge of Charge Shee t dated 
J. l April 1 94G and 1 0 much of t he Particular s of' t he 
First Char ge of t he aupplemolital Chare; e Sheet dated. 
17 April 1946 and 1 0 mu.ch of t he Charges set forth 
in the separat ea Bill of Par t i cula rs dated 8 April 1946 , 
which accuse the above ratiad defendant& of will f ully, . 
deliberatel y , nnci. ttro~fully permi t t illf! , encouragi ng , 
a i ding o.nd a betting , or par tic ipating in the eho:,ting , 
ill t rea t ment , abuoe , nnd t or ture of 11 't.JliARMElD ALLI:&lD 
CI VILIAN NATI ONALS, THE EXACT JI.AMES AIID lltllw:RS Qi' 
SUl3JECT PERSONS :BEI NG UNKUOWN, 11 for t he fol l owing 
re~sons: 

1 . Under t he Particul ar a of tht; First Charge 
Sheet dated 11 April 1946 , the Pe.r ticulo.ra of the 
First Charge of the euppl emen t al Charge dllted 17 
Anril 1946 . and the ae-pe.rate Bill of Particulera 
d&ied 8 April 19t 6 , the above r:aned defendant a have 
'been accused of willfully, deliberately , and wrong­
ful l y permit ting , encoura&ing , a i ding and abe tting 
or partic ipat ing i n the ehoo tine , ' ill-treatment , 
abuse , and torture of unarmed Allied national s at 
or near '1anne , Lutre Bois, and Stavelot , Belgium, 
e t al . The Char ge Shee t. a.nd separate :Bill of 
Particulars however e.re silent ae to the speci f i c 
nationality of theae al lied civilia.na . They were 
merel y mentioned in the p articulars of t he Firat 
Charge and separate :Bill of Particulars as unarmed 
Allied Civilian !la tionala. The lilitua of the crilt.e 
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for wbloh t he above named def endant• a:r-e called to 
an1wer la within the t erritorial j ur hdic tion of 
a not her 1over elp Allied Ba tton, naaely Belgiua. 
I t cannot be eald that Jurhdiction 11&7 be a1-
aumed becau ae the v ictim1 i n thi • ps.rtlcular case 
were 11.&LLIID VIVILiilS" . A militar,r government 
c ourt cannot auume Jurhdl ction over t heae defend­
ant, for war oril1H 001UDlt ted where t he al tua of t he 
cr i me h within the terrltorie.l Jurhdiction ot 
another .lllied IJe. t i on, and e1peoially ao, \lb.ere the 
Allied c iv1llan1 are aubJ ec ta of thh Al.lied 
liati on. 

2 . 'l'he evidence Will ehow t hat the charge a 
f or which t he aboTe named defendant • a re compelled 
to anawer invol ve , a viola tion of t he right, of (> Belgi lliD nati onall . l3el g1a l a a sover e i gn atate 
dul;y recogniud aa auch by our count ry as well a1 

() a ll other All ied Bationa. 

3 . On l Jlovembe r 1943 , thr ee grea t power • • 
the Uni ted Sta tes , Ruas i a, and Grea t :B r i tai n enllnoiated 
a policy concernin& the t ria l of \>ro.r criminal.a . The 
conf erence a t which thi a policy waa formula ted h now 
c ommonl7 referred to aa the "MOSCOtf COHi'ERENCE" . The 
de cl arati on on atrocities which beceme a part of that 
conference ie o.o followe: 

1At the time of the g ranting of any Armistice 
to any Goverm.tent which .may be eet up in 
Germany, thos6 Ger man of f icer& and Ulen , mombe r a 
of , t he E'ad Part;:,, '\>.'ho have been reeponaibl e f or 
or who have t a ken a part i n the above atrocit i u , 
mas sacres Hlld executi on,, will be s ent back to 
the country i n which theae abomi nable deeds wer e 
done , in order t h.et they may be judged and pun­
i shed according t o the lawa of these libera ted 
countriea nnd of the f ree Government s which will 
be e rected therein, 1 

4 . According t o the policy- enunciated at the 
Mo scow Confer ence I and which aubaequentl y becaz:1e part 
of the Po tedmn Declaration , t beee p r isoners ahould be 
t urned over t o the p r oper gover nment for t rial , whi ch 
i n this case would be Belg iu.ai. . Belgium , as o. s overe ign 
a llied nation , hae exclusive jurisdi ction to try in­
dividual.a accused of var cr1mn committed against ita 
National.11 withi n it e o-wn territorial Juriodiction. 
The defend.ante in this cnae, if held subject to trial 
by an American tribunal , could, at c. later date , • h o 
be held for t r ial by A :Belgium tr ibunal sinc e Bel g ium , 
as a sovereign and independ ,in t nati on , would a lso have 
the r i ght t o hol d then defendants for t r ial . 

5 . I t cannot be aeid in this particular co. ae 
t hat we may a aeume Jurh ,dicti on because of the fact 
t het theoe lielgien c i vil i an& were gainfully or active­
ly i nvo l ved in aiding our o1l i tary operatione in 
:Bel g ium a t the time ':)f the o!'fenae , No al l egation 1e 

·12 

http:National.11
http:Belgiu.ai


1-5/16-SR-13 conta in11d in the plead.tnce t hat AmericBI!. military­
opere.tion1 or 1Ailita.ry intelligence were impeded. 
The offeaae f or whioh the above defendant• are chare;ed 
in no wq invol ved Ameri can nationol.1 . Accordincl7 
the p rop er a itue of thi I trial ahould be »elgium. 

6. In nll we.r crimes c a1e1 heretofore tried by 
the United St a.tea one or both of the followin« jurh­
dicti onal f act1 were pro1ent i n order to give jurta­
diction t o the American Milit ary Government Courts over 
the 1ubj~ct matter aa well a.1 the person: 

a. The victtm1 invol ved i n the crt111e were either 
Ameri can Cititen or American )l'u.tional e. 

b . The litus of the crime was within the Zone 
of Occupat i on of t he Ameri can author i ties . 

I f et ther or both of t he above elemPnt s ore pr eunt the 
· United Ste.tee hac 3•_umed jurhr\ic t1on, but vbere 

neither of these ele.1Gents were present the United St r:. tea 
ba s not assumed J ur isdiction , but properly has referred 
such caeea to thoae net i o&e whose natior..als end/or 
territ ori ea or territorial zcn-1 0 of oocuoat!ons were 
invol ved. -

7. I t ~ be c oncluded tha t the sole c ontrolling 
rea son the Moscow Decl ar a ti on e nunc i ated thie principle 
was t lw,t i ndividuals guil ty of war crimes should be tr ied 
by those goverri.ments within those terr itorinl Jurisdi ction 
the c r ime was committed. 

Theref or e, it is submitted that u.nd"'r the authori­
ties her e t of ore g ivflln that t hh Gen,., ral Military Govern­
ment Court is without Jurisdiction t o try the above named 
defendant. on the foll owing charges a.r; set f or th in t.he 
s eparat e Bill of Par ticulars dat ed B April 1946 : 

Rana HENNBCKll, Unters t urmfuehrer (2nd Lt . ) 
Platoon Leader 
lat Pl,, 1st P£. Co . , la t Bn . , l at SS Pz. P.egt.,LSSAH 

3 . On or s.b~ut 18 December 1944 nee.r Stavelot, 
Belg inm, permitted hie tank t o f ire on a llied c i viliana . 

6 . Was reaponaibl e f or t he s hoot i ngs of 
prisoners of war and allied civil ians by men of hia 
p l a t oon between 1 6 Dec embn l "·-4 and 13 Ja.nW!ry 19.;5 . 

Benoni JUNKER, Obersturlllfuehrer (lat Lt . ) 
Company Co::imender 
6th P z . Co . , la t Bn . , lat SS Pz. Regt, , LSSAH 

l . On o r about 15 December 1944 i n a talk to 
the men of his Company or dert!!d the.t no pris,:iners of war 
were to be taken and to elaught er c i vil i ans. 

2 . 'Wl' e r~aponaib e f or the shooting-a of 
p r i soners of war and allied civiliPnl by men of his 
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l-6/16-liR-14 oompan,- between 1 6 December 1944 and 13 January 1945 . 

Joachim PEIPJI., Standartentu.ehrer (Colonel) 
Regimental Co::amander 
lat SS Pr, Regt ,, . (Battle Gr oup Pei per) LSSAII 

? • \iaa re 1pon1ibl1 f or the 1hoot1ng1 of 
prisoners of war and allied civilian• by men of hie 
regiment and ba ttle gr oup between 16 December 1944 
BM 13 January 1946 , 

Erich RUMPF I Ober1t\ll'mtuehrer (let Lt.) 
Comp~ Commander 
9th Pz. Pi. Co,, lit SS Pt. Regt . , LS SAB: 

6 . Was reapon1ibl1 for the shooting, of 
priaoner1 of wnr and allied civilians Uy- men of hie 
corap&.?cy" between l G December 1944 md 1 3 January 1945 . 

He i nz TO?(HJlU.'11, Oberaturmfuehrer (1st Lt. ) 
C01:1pany Oolilllander 
11th Pz. Gr . Co., 3r d Bn., Znd Pz. Gr. P. egt ., LSSAH 

1. On or about 15 December 1 S44 ln e. te.lk 
to his Comp3.Jl7 ordered that no pri1oners of wer would be 
taken encl eivillnn s who nho..,ed themeelve s would be bwqped 
off. 

2 . Wns reeponeible f o; the shooting, o'f 
pri eoner s of war and allied civilians by men of hiA 
oompalllr between 16 December 1944 and 13 J anuary 1 945. 

Her man PRIESS, Gruppen.fuehrer (I.t. Oen .) 
Commanding GenHral 
l at SS Pz . Ool'p1, 6th SS Pz. Army 

2 . Wa s r eeponaible f or the ahootinga of 
p risoner s of war and a l lied civilians by officers and 
me n of Combat Group Peiper b e tween 16 Decembe r 1944 and 
13 JanU&17 1946, 

Hana GRUHLll , Hauptetu.rmfuehrer (C.,.pt .) 
Adjute.nt 
lot SS Pz , Regt. , LSSAI! 

4 . We.a reap onaible f or the aho ot1 nga of 
pr isoners of war and alli ed civilians by men of t h e 111t 
55 Pz . Regt. br tween 1 6 December 1944and 1 3 January 1945 . 

Hein& HlCJIDEL, Raupt,cho.rfu.ehrer (M/Sgt } 
Plat oon Lead.et· 
2nd Pl ., llthPz . Gr. Co ., 3rd Bn., 2ndPz , Gr . 

:aegt ,, LSSA!! 

l . On or abou t 15 Dec ember 1 944 in a te.llt 
to h i s platoon or dered that no prisoner, of var were to 
be t aken a nd tha t civilians vho shoved themaelvea ahould 
be shot . 

2 . Was r e apon11ible for the ahootia«• of 
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priaoner• ot var and allied ch1.liao• by men of hie 
platoon between 16 I>eoe11ber 194'1 and 13 Janu.a17 1945. 

llax RilllDD, 8turmmann (Pfc.) 
Rifleman 
Penal Group, 9th P1. Pi. Co, , lat SS Pz. Re,;t. 1 LSSAH 

l, On or abvut f7 December 1944 at Bu.ellingen , 
'Belgi\11D 'fired on allied civUtan,. 

Joaef (Sepp) DIITRICR, Oeneralober1t (General) 
Army Comman.der 
5th SS Pz. Ar,q 

l, On 0 1· about 14 December 1944 or dered 
hie, arniy to conduct the offen1ive ruthleuly against 
civilian• and to shoo t pri soners of war. 

2 . We o responsible for the •hooting• of 
priaoners of wur and all i ed c ivil ians by officer• and 
men of Combat Group Peiper b etween 16 Decamber 1944 
and 13 Jenuary 1945. 

Guatav KITT.TT:t:t , Sturmbe.nn.fuehrer (l.te.jor) 
Bn . Coromander 
la t Recon. Bn., LSSAB 

1. On or about 15 December 1944 i n a talk 
to h i s comp&lly- c ommundera ordered the ehooH ng of 
pri soner& of war and all ied civilians. 

2. On or about 18 Decer.1b er 1944 at and in 
the vici nity of Ste.velot , Bel g ium ordered allied civil­
i ans ahot • 

-4-. Was rflt eponaible for the ahootinge of 
prisoner s of war and allied civiliana by offic ers and 
men of hi e bo.tta.lion b e tween 16 December 1944 and 13 
J enuary 1946 . 

Arndt FI SCHER , Untors t urm!uehrer ( 2nd Lt.) 
.Adjutant 
l et lm., la t S6 Pz . !tegt. , LSSAH 

l. On or a bout 1 5 December 1 944 aided in 
the tranemieai on of the order t o c ompany c om:nander1 of 
the 1st Bn . to shoot priaonere of var and nllied civil­
i ana . 

2 . Waa rP 1pon1 i ble for the 111 ho oting1 of 
p rhoner 11 of -war an d all i ed oivil if' na by officera a nd men 
of the l a t Bn . b etYeen 1 5 Decemb er 1944 and 13 January 
1945 . 

Kurt BRJESXMEISTER, Unters charfuehrer (Sgt. ) 
Tank Cor:miander 
let Pl . , l at Fz . Co., la t Bn., let 5S P z . Regt.,LSSAH 

2 . On or about l ? Decembe.r 1944 at the 
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1-5/ls-•a-1e oroaoroada aouth of kalmedy, llel.«ium permit '.: ed aen 
ot hia tank: orh to tlre on prhoners of war and 
allied c1vil1an1. 

4. Wai reapon11.ble for the ahoottne;:a of prhonera 
of war and allied olrtlilllZl.11 by men of hh taJlk arev 
bi,tween 16 :December 1944 and 13 January 1946. 

lleuf'red COBLEZ , Ober1turmtuehrer (lat Lt.) 
Company C omw,,nder 
2nd Co., lat Recon. :Bn,, LBS.AH 

1.- On or a))ou.t 15 December 1944 in a t a lk t o 
his o ollt!)an:y ordered prisoner• of Yli.l' o.nd allied civil­
inns were t o be ahot, 

() 2 . Wae reapondble for the shootings or 
prhoners of war and allied civilio.ns by officer, 

( ) and men of hh CO!!lpiUll' between 16 Decsmber 1944 and 
13 January 1945 , 

Fr l t1 Dil:MER, Brigadefuehrt;r (Brl i;adier General ) 
Chief of i taff -
6th 55 P&, 11.rmy 

l, On or li:lout 14 December 1944 aided a nd 
ab etted i n the tranemlasi on of the 6t1'. SS P£. AJ:'J11¥ 
or dere t o conduc t the of feneiv Ei r u t hle ssly- 9i:alnst 
c i-,;"ilians and t o shoo t prisonern of war. 

2 . Wa i reaponeible for the ehootin&s of 
p riaonera of war o.nd al.lied c1viliana by offic er• ai;;ul 
lllan of .Combat Gr oup P t1 iper be tween 16 December 1944 
and 1 3 January 1945 . 11 

PROSECUTION: Ha s the Defen t e complo tod it; 

motionT 

LIEU'l'l,"'?U.N'? 'WAHLER : J ust one minute , if' you 

don't mind. I f the Court p l eaafll , the que atton baa a rioen 

rel ative t o our co-counsel concerni n& the translat ion of the 

motion • . I f the Court pleaae. could the mo tion be translated? 

FR2SlDJlUT , To avoid delay in the t1·tal , vould 

tt be agraeable t o t he Defense t o tranalate tho.t motion later? 

LI SUTEUA?''T WAP.LE!. : I believe it Yill , sir . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : That 18 all r ight, sir. 

PROSECUTIOU: I f the Court p lease , the Prosecution 

ha.a prepared an answer and we vil l g ive the Court copies of 

the written answer so that the Court may l ook at it . (lieading) 1 

Hi 
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l-5/16-SR-l7 "A motion to strike and quaab 10 much of the 
Charge and Pn.rtlcular1 haa been filed on behalf of 
two group• of aocuHd. Thi1 motion ia directed t o 
that part of the Charge wherein it h alleged that 
the defend.anti wilfull;y. deliberatel7, and. wrongful­
ly per.mitte4. encouraced., aided, abetted or partici­
pated in the 1hooting, ill-treatment, •buae and 
torturo•or UIWIMED ALLIED CIVlLlilS, Tl!E EliCi lWIES 
A/ID lltlKBXR OF SUCH PERSONS mmro U!OOIOWII •• 

The argument a dvanced in 1upport of this motion 
le that thie Cour t does not have jurhdict'lon beoo.uu: 

(1) The litue of the Crime h not within the 
territoria l juriadiction of th1e Court anc\ 
ie not within th.. American Eone of occupa­
ti on __ If 

COLONEL ROSE1'1FELD: I believe you furniehed the 

wrong copy f or the remaining members of t he Court. May we 

have three !XlOr e oopiee, p lease? 

.EROSECUTI Olh I gave y ou all ve had, air. We 

do no t have ot her copies t han Jue t t hooe. 

(Continuing rending ), 

"- ... ( 2 ) Tho victims were Bel g i an J'l.atione and 
theref or e, Bfll g i ll!II , being a sovereign at ate ,• has exclusive jurhd1ct1on to try a case in­
volving orimea ago.inst ita nationals. 

( 3 ) The "MOSCOW CONF:IBENCll 11 annoULoed a policy 
of retUI'ni ng war crimillt'.l a t o t hose 1tate a 
for trial by the Gover nments where tbe atroci­
ties and criUtes were c ommitte d . 

I t is t rue , of couru , that under the common l aw 
offenses are t o be tried by a court having jurhdict1on 
of t he are a or p lace where t he offenu vae com.rnit ted . 
Thie rule atema f r om the sound proposition that an of­
fender should. b e brought t o justice in the county, stat e 
or co·.mtry whose l aws he he.1 viol ated, and heard by a 
Court e~ owe:-ed by the lawn of that county , 1tnte, or 
c o\Ultry t o dete rwine whether or not alleged off ender 
has viol a ted its laws. Norln!l..l ly it h the , ociety of 
the.t political entity which is mo et interested in eeeing 
that viola.tor& o'l its l l' WB are brought t o justice and 
p lllliahed if guilty. 

I n the i netant cnee the offense ch&re;ed ia not a 
v i ola.ti on of the l ave of Belg ium but of interns.ti or.al 
l aw. More epeeificall i the evi ci.ence will 11bo¥1' violation 
cf Artic l e 2 of tho Gene• e. CoL.vention and Article 46 of 
the Hague Convention , which relc.te to the treatment of 
prisoners of w~ and of c1v i liana of a hostile state , 
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re1peotivel7. lf the Charge be true, the 0hilh1d 
people of the world, not Ju6t of Belt:ium, have a 
direct and. vital intere1t in 1eeing that the of­
fender, again.at world aociet7 be puni1hed. 

In the ea1e of the United State, va .Uf ona Klein, 
et al, commonlf referred to u the 1Had.au:r 0eH1, th.a 
right of one nation to try and punhh for off enH1 oom­• • m1tte4 again.it nationale o! an allhd 1tate is fully 
dhcu11ed in the Review of the caae by the Deputy 
Theater Jud&• .Advocate. In the 11iadsmar Caae• none of 
the victlma we.a American. We quote .f'rom the Revie'tf'I 

•••••••There ii authori tl• for t hh ccntention 
in a r ecent opinion of the Judge Advocate General 
(SPJGW l943/l?6?l 13 Dec. 1 943, ) where the 
que1t1on wa.1 consid.ered whethe r German 1old11r1 

<. who had executed without trial, in volation of the 
law, of war. ce rtain Italian civiliane accueed of 

( ) t ru.emitti~ infor t11A.tion t o United States f oroee 
i n c omb e.t l'ith t h e Ger mans, could be 1 upon cap ture 
tried by a military tribunal or the United State,. 
At the time of the offense the Italian goverMeDt 
waa a co-bellig erent of the United StatH. The 
Judge Advocate GenFral, in holding that either a 
tribunal of the United State, would have Juris­
diction t o try and punish the of f ende r s , empl oyed 
the f ollowing 1&11!,"Uag e~ 1The right t o punbh f or 
1ucb an offena e a go.inat an ally p r oceeds upon the 
well-e atablhhed principle that alliea or co­
belligerents conatitute but a d Dt;le s it\e of e.n 
armed s truggle.' The opinton poi nt ed out t hu.t the 
right of t he United St a tea to t 3kt1 Jurisdic ti on was 
espec i ally atrong in the caae und~r dhcueai on b .,_ 
cau s e it had t he p~eical cu1t od7 of t he accuaed 
ond because 1the of f enaes appear t o be di rectly 
rela ted to our military oper a ti one. 1 Such language 
h a clear enunc i a tion of t he theory t hat J uris­
dicti on mey be he.sad t he 1 i ntere st 1 of t he punishing 
s t a te. The opinion, however, t hen pr oceeds t o state 
a much broadei- theor y of Jurisdiction. W!L ~ 
~~.W.W.. sit. lli ~ ~ Qw.w. 
(SPJGW 1943/14218 , 30 Oct 1943) !Jl. ~ ~ ill&1 
1ur1,41c; t1on u. £U.U R..t ~~ !M lilt 21.. 
.mt. .U ~ w.hu.. ~ terr i torial mi.4. U ~ 
1determined U. ~~ !JL ~ ~ ,-21'
li!.Sll!. Jli. j,j,. I ..lJlc. ~ !W.l .!Jl!_ ~~ 
~ : 1IDl!u.. QQ- b@lli«erency ~ - jµr i @dic t i Oll 
l.Q. IU!l!Uh ~ IW!l1l!1 !Ill. 1l!l!i. !Ii.=- l!ii!l'.. ll!l!!. 
M. concurrent . 1b&. fundamental ~ .U. ~ 
!w. JJ. 1llli ~ lW:J.Q.11.!. i.ll.!2ln.l\ l!ll. ilWW.Wl !II. 
w1K ~ Wl!!ll. III. a 111t , rnat1 oool 
~ !!!. ~ 91. 1h!L internatioAN l.ll!. gt.. 
:!!£, ..HJ. of f enee e.gaina t fil M!!!. !f. !!!!. ll .!. 
~ !Ii. ~ lJ!l!!. !Ii. !Wll!II., a I!. !!H!Utr....ill. 
~ !.!l.t.J.I.u.t z ~ - Wheth er commi t ted by 
t heir ovn f or cf' & or thoee of t he enemy , all c1Til­
hed belligerents hav e an int erest i n t he pUDhhment 
of of f en ae1 ego.in at the l awa of war . War Crizea 
are now being upecially r ecognized as of general 
concer n t o the United Hations , whi ch atatea i n c. 
r eal &en H r epresent the civil i zed world . I n the 
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l-5/15-SR-19 pre1ent •1tuation the United State, baa jurl .. 
diction becauae 1t he.1 the phydcal cu.atod..+ of 
the acouHd and aa ita m.ilit a..'7 courta have 
juriadiction over auch oftense,. 1 It ii oonciudecl 
that in the instant case, al thou«h the offenH al­
leged 11 not a, direct17 connected with t he ailitaey 
operations of th~ punhhlng power e.11 we,1 the offen11 
in the cited caee, the United States ha11 a direct 
intereat in p'JJ:lithi tlg offenH1 against national.1 of 
ih allie1 committed, aa here, 1ull1equentl7 to our 
entry into the wo.r, and on the broadel" th(lory t hat the 
puniahment of war criminal.a h a matter ·or general in­
tereat and concern to all nations. 1 

• We inailt that the above cited authority 1s a f ull and com­
plete answer to thtt motion of the detends.nh , a nd their argumente 
in aupport thereof . 

In addition to the a bove , however, we should like t o make 
t hi s further obaervo.tioa. The declarati on of the 111,foacow 
Conference" h no more than an an.nouncment of p olicy or an 
agree111ent entered i nto between three pow-era a s t o which :power a 
should try which war criminals. Such an agr eement, if the 
r1ue stion were raiaed by Belg ium, would be determinetive. But 
the s.greement gives the accused no rights . I f jurisdiction in 
such case s were not basically c oncurrent, why should auch a n 
agreement have been made? I f jurh dtction were fi xed as a 
e1.a t ter of law in the p ower in whose t erri t .:iry the crime wee 
c ommitted, why should t he powers acr e9 a s t o who would act a s 
the trying power? 

We reepec t fully uree that the agree i rl8 powers , not t he o.c­
cused, might invoke, if they choo s e , the pr i vilege efforded b;y­
the declarati on . We urge further th.et the agreement did. not 
change t he fundement el rul e t ha t j uriadiction is personal and 
not t erri toriel where t he off ense ta an alleged violation of 
inter national law. 11 

I would like t o further add t he.t when t hi a ca H was 

i n the proceu of development eo.rly in March of thi s year per miasion 

in writilll; wae rece i ved from the Belgian Government to try at tha.t 

time few- or five i ncident&. La.hr on ther e .,,ore fur t her develop­

ments in the case and additional offenses against Belgian civ1lian1 

Wt!re diacloeed . Although written pPrm1n1on wn1 not received from 

the :Belgi an Government , tho :Belgien Goverll.lllent was fully notified or 

what he:s,pened and theY coopcr at,ed and loo.ned to us Germen• who were 

priaoners of ws.r in our cue ody to prove the eases which we have 

charged against the defendants covered bl· these motione . They have 

also cooperated by f\ &aistin, \li in givill( us witnesses who will be 
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used to testify a,gains t the dofendanta covered h¥ these 

mtione . 

(ContinuiJl& Reading) 1 

"For the r easons atated the Prosecuti on re­
spectfully insists t hat t he motion to s trike as 
to ce!'tain defendants t ha t portion of the Charge 
as to shootings and killing allied civil'ian 
national s shoul d be overruled." 

DEFENSE COUNSELr !,!ey i t pl ease t he Co•.u-t, 

was it the understanding as to the translation t hat it 

vroul d be at a l ater dnte? Our Gennan couns el are not abl e 

to pr ope rly eval uate t hese motions and It hought maybe the 

i nterpr eter could read in GArman ., not an absol ute t rans l ation 

PROSF.CtiTI ON 1 I am sorry , I car.not hear the 

Defense Couns el. 

DEF»lSE CO JSEL, I ,vas asking !'urtl->.:;ir 1n­

otruc t i ons from t he Court AS to t he interpretat,ion 0£ t his 

particul :1.r answer and rebuttal that you ha.va given, 1n cr dor 

t o a i d ow Gorman counsel. They rep!·asent cert a in of the 

defendants , and are without the benefit of hearing both s ides 

o t his . They havo had our side of it , t hc1.t is , t he 11ritten 

copy t hat we submit ted ., but on t hl'J othur hand ., if we could 

get t ho t r ansl ation of t h"l ar gument s t o t hi$ Point it woul d 

be very hel pful t o these Uerrrmn counsel . 

the por!llll>s ion o :.:('\ ontJ Everett I t,hro"N your attention 

t.o t he fJ.ct that the <l cu<1eJ., 'ls "X&ll as tho German 

c..i.Yil lawyers who do not f'I e,ik English, it .::.s not 

possi bl e to follow the procodure an unless everythi.n~ t at 

has been represented U1 court up to now i s trans l a ted 

•
• 
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into German , t he Def ense feela i t aeU l i mi t ed i..'1 the ex­

ecution of i ts job. I t h<?refor e roquas t tha t everything 

a.t once be translat ed into Cenna114 

• 

PHOSECUTION1 If the Court pl ease , I "ill 

gi ve rey answer to t he court int erpr eter , \7ho will now 

r ead it in Ger man. 

(Vfmreu_po11 L"l t erpreter Qaorr,o Miller bege.n trans l a t ­

in{: t ho docun:.ent into the Gtn·m..'Ul l o.ncuage and during 

t he t ransl ation t he followi ng oc c urr ed) , 

P:?OSECUTI ON: ?lioc cl , will you cont inue wi'th 

t ho t ranslat ion f or t he Court ? 

(Whereupon Int <3rpret'3r 11.:ichel coeyl eted thA trans l ation. ) 

PP.OSECti'!'ICN I U tho Court pl e ase , do you de s i re 

t o hsve ... ~:1t part 'IT:'.ich I d!.J 11f't ~~a e t:'!)ewri t ten , t he in­

t erpob .t i on , tr3.11al ated? 

DEFEUSE COUNSEL: I t i s no t necess ary~ 

PREl IDE!!T: No , 

PROSECUTION: If th9 Co urt pl e ase , I woul d l ike 

to sug'ges t t hat we del ey f urthor arg uaent unti l our answer 

ruts b'3 n t rans l ated. I bel ieve it woul d s eed t h~ trial up 

con'9 ider ably. 

LT. ~1 IIER: Is trot re 1t1ve to dI'iy further 

motions ? 

PPOSE:UTION : Yea. 

LT. rr: IL::, : "Je l'lill continue argu.int this 

motion to COl!l?lotion J is t hat rie,ht? 

PflOSECUTIOII: It io all ri_;ht with mo, 

PREJD:a-YT: Yen. 

LT. \V'AHI..:R: I f tho Court pl oase , cou.'ls el for 

• 

• 

• 
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the Proeecution baa cited the Geneva Convention and the 

Hague Regulatione. Of cour1e, in neither in1tanc• do 

the Regulation• pre1cribe the aethods o trial for 

Y1olat1ona BDd becauae of that fact we are now quHtion­
(1 

ing the proper m9tho4 government• the perpetrator• lhould. 
be tried. Counsel for l"the Proucution has - If the 

Court plttaH, I ,_have forgotten the element of tranalation. 

PRESIDJINT: Tranalate from now on. I think 

you bad better 1tart all ove r again . 

• 

. ... . .··-··-----·--·---··- -··· 
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• 

DEFENSE COU!jSEL, (Lt . WAHLER) , The Counsel for the 

•Prosecution has cited t he Geneva Conve:1ti.on and the HaE;..i.e Regulations; 

in neither :instance do t h'. gulatione prescribe methods of t rial 

for violations and ,because of that fac t ,,.e are now questioning the 

proper method and by what governments the perpetrators should be 

tried, 

(Whereupon tho interpreter Hr . Miller translated t his. . 
s tate irent into the Gennan langu~e until the A.est . Defense Counsol 

Dr LEILING interrupted and stated that the translation was' absol utely 

insufficient, wh:ireupon T/5 lJ.ischel was substituted as inte rpreter). 

DEFENSE CC1JNSEL : (1t ,1'1AHIER) , The purpose of our motion 

is sin.ply to ques tion what nations s houl d try the defifudants f or 

tbe particula r offenses with which t hey- are charged. The question 

of jur isdi ction i s a novel question and is one being developed 

c ontinually. One of the fomer Judge Advocate Generals in t he Army 

Colonel \Tinthrop in his book II l~litary IBw and Precedents" s e ts 

forth t he following a s to jurisdiction 111 Page 8J6 paragr-c:1.ph 1 -

11
A Hilitary Commission(except Wher e othe:n·dse au thorized by statllte) 

can l e gally asswne jurisdiction only of offenses connitted wt thin 

the field of the connand of the convening comr:iander , tl-rus the com.-:i­

ission ordered by t he co!ll!:W.11d.e r exercising l~li tar:, Government, 

by virtue of his occupation, by his arll\Y, of territory of the en'!l-ny, 

cannot take cognizance of an offense co:nr.dtted Without such tetTitory . 11 

O.f course there have been eome changes - thatthe Defense realizes 

Bi.nee the .:.hove pa.ssaces have been quoted . In order to announce a 

clear policy I would like to quote fro:n. a report written by Professor 

Sheldon Glick, Professor Qf Harvard University•. Ho quotes as follows : 

11
As to arrest and detention of the accused" 

11 
At the tine of the granting of a11y Armistice to any 

Government wJ,ich mny be sot up in GerP..any, thoe:e Cerna.a 

Officers and ~n, ttettbers of the Jta : i party, who have 
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#2 
b~n respotlsiblo for or who have taken a part in the 

16 S , 2 . 
above atrocities , massacres and executions , will bP. sent 

back to tlie countries lThere these abominabl e deeds were 

done , in orde"l" that ~hey may be judged and p.mished 

according to t he lawa of these liberated countries and 

of the free governments which will be erected therein ." 

He also quotes the following as tc the tribunal s: 11 The Moscor1 Con­

feren·ce wise l y recommended for the offenders at t he soene of their 

crimes; Counsel also quoted the Hadamar case . In this parti cular 

case I be lieve that " Hadamar'' is 1T.lthin t he Ar.ierican zone of occup­

ation . In the record of review t hat was m·itten by t he Theater 

Judge Advocate, the follcming quotation which was read ''SPJG'K,1943 

13 December 19h3'1 was quoted . 

I would like to call the court I a attention to t t.e fact 

that in that particulD. r case, the Ital:l.an civilians were accused 

by the U'l r r.:a.:..1s of t.!-,a .smittin c: informati on to t he TJ::..4 ted St.abs 

Forces in combat with t he 0or111ans. That differs from our caso a t 

hand due to t he fact t hat ther e are no allegations that the:!le allied 

nationals were aiding our military operations in Belgi um. Of course 

the opinion does set ' forth as follom : to take jurisdiction - was 

especially stronc in the case under discussion because it nad 

physical custody of the accused and because the offense appears 

directly concerned with our military operations . In the c ase at 

hand there is absolutely no aller;at1on that these Belgian civilians 

were involved. in aidin,; our military operations . The Counsel also 

brought up the fact that the Belgian government had consented to t he 

tria.l of these accused ,. Because I believe it is a proposition of law 

that one party cannot convey jurisdiction to another, the thing we 

are interested i n is r<hether the oourt has jurisdiction over this 

particular case - the:!le particular offenses . Jurisdiction cannot be 
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conveyed by one authority to another. In eddition , to that , the 

16.S.J Beleian authorities r.ould be in a pos i~ion at any time at liberty 

to Withdra;'J their consent . \Te t herefore submit at this time that 

t his Court is without jurisdiction to try t he particular charges 

that we have hereinbefore errunciated•. 
PROSECurION t If tho Court please, I suggest that if any 

other members of the German counsel ha~e anything to say 

concerning my e.rgument; that they say it now . .. 
ASSTt DEFENSE ( Dr . RAU) Jlr President and Judges 

bel ieve that the Defense can only support t he excellent opinions 

here represented . Insofar as the accused are charged with killing 

Beleian ci vilians - this happened in Bel cian territ'JIT am only 

Bel:p.an l aws were violated . I belio'. I'> t!":.is shows excl... .. .:;.b j urisdict­

ion of a lklgian court . 

PROSECtrI'ION : If it plr.•l~~ ":th~ court , t:,c> Prosecution does 

not f eel that t he Defense have raised any additional questions which 

l'fere not raised before and I ask t lvlt the Court rule on both motions . 

PRESIDENT : There being no objection by the Court, t he Law 

Member will render the decision : 

IAW UE!.1BER : 11 One of the policies of the Military Overrumnt 

for Gon.ar-_y as set forth in t he General Policy, Sec tion l , Technical 

!':anual for Legal and Prison Officers , is to safeguard the persons , 

property a1;d interests of the Allied forcos and of the United Pations , 

and their nationals , including prisoners of Ttar aod displaced persons . 

To carry out such policy, l.'..ilitary Oovernuent courts were set up to 

punish those who violated the riJhta a.nd privileges of those persons 

enumerated above . 

The United States has as Jm.1ci1 interest in punish­

ing offen~es aga::nst nationals of its Allies as it. does in the pinish­

ing of offenses acainst its olm nationals . '!'hf' p.mishment of War 

Crimi..'1!3.ls as set forth 5.n the rradanar case, i s a matter 01' particular 

interest ar:d concern to all rations . 
25 
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This Court, th'!lrefore , ha£i jurisdiction of the 

r-.atters invol.ved and the motion will be denied. 

PROSECUTION, Does that a pply to both motions
• 

LA\7 UEllllER1 Yes . 

ereupon the decision rendered by the Law ?!ember 

was translated and read in the German l anguage to the cour t by the 

interpreter T/r; Mischel) . 

DEFENSE COU?:SELt May 1 t please the Couri , a~ this 

time Dr leiling ttould like to pres ent a r..otion pertinent to juris­

diction o n behalf of his German cou.nael. 

DR. IEILING: 11 Conside rin3 t hat there is r.ot only 

t he act of individuals at stake but fundamental questions of Intern­

ational Law . I think the defense must duly draw the attention of 

the Court to anothe r ques t lon o f jurisdiction in110l ved . 

The alleced crim9s would, if proved, 

· constitute a violation of the 11 Geneva Conve ntion" of 1929 and of the 

11 }b.eue Convention11 of 1907 .Both t hese oonventions are International 

treaties . ? artners te thos e treati es and subjects of International 

Law are only t he Sovereien States concerned . The question, thf:lrof'ore , 

,rhcther an I nternational treaty was violat ed can only be settled 

according to t he rules of Interna tional Law and between the States 

i nvo l ved, bu t not between the victorious State and individuals of 

the defeated. one . 

1'\illy aware of the fact that the 

U. S . have pledged the:nselvea to lay the foundation fo-r new Intern­

ational Law , the Defense maintains that a new procedure ought to ba 

introduced a s to t he tryina and punishment of War crilllna.ls . It is 

a fundamental rul e of Law that no one shoul d be j udge in his o,m 

cas e , This woul d , howeve r , be the fact if an Ameri can court rep­

resenting the U.S . against which t·i.e treaty viol ations wer e direct­

ed, had jurisdiction ove;i:. individ.1al.s of the former ene;;,y State to 
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decide whether a n International treaty was violated to the detriment 

of the U. S. 

16.s . 5. 

. 
The Defense eI'Cfore considers this kind of trial. 

premature and iJDVes that the Court may deny its jurisdiction and 

leave these matters to be treated according t o the rules of Intern­

ational Law lfithi n the frame of a future nulti l ater al peace settlement . 

(Whereupon t he above ste.t ement was trans l ated and. . 
r 'ead in t he GelF'n l ani,ias:e t v t he Court by T/5 J:lisc~el). 

PRQSEX;UTI0N1 ( Captain SHUJ.IACKER) , If it pl ease t he 

Court, as I understand t he motion and argument advanced by the 

Defense Cou.uee l who has just ·spoken; it is on the proposition that 

thic c:>urt h!i.S no jurisdiction to try any '/Tar Crimes casf!I . A.s I 

understand the ar~1ent, the reasons advanced were : (1) That the 

United States is not interested in the violation of International 

Law unless s orre of its ovm citizens and nationals were involved : 

(·2 ) that this Court is not the prope1• type of Court to hear such a 

case . The Prosecution does not believe t hese arguments adva!lce tiI'IY 

new legal propositi ons that have mt heretofor~ been raised by the 

Defens e Counsel . That a Oenera.l HiU.tary Governnent Coµrt does 

not ha•,e jur isdiction and is not t l'e proper type of tribunal to 

hear such a case might be a pol itic.al phil osophy to the Counse l who 

advanced this argument, but is not the Law . The Supre~ Court of 

the United States in the 1 Yamashita ' case held t hat a l.5-litary 

CoroJ.ssion, or other appropriate tribunal does have jurisdiction 

to hea r and decide such a case . The General Hilitary Go•rer!l!"ent 

Court has been opecifically Given t '.te jurisdic tion to hear such 

cases in the •Technical Guide for Le gal .a nd Prison Officers" ref­

erred to by the Law Eeober of bhis Court . The ass erti on that the 

United States is not interested in the violations of Interna.t iona.l 

I.aw unless its cm\ nationals are involved is not supported by the 

nu.,..erous cases t~t hR.ve been prosecuted here by !.'ilitary Goverru•ent 
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Courts invol ving nationals of other Allied nations such as in the 

1 Hadamar 1 case .1'or instance. In conclusion we submit that t ho Court 

ha s jurisdic tion of t offens es and of the accused and. the motion 

should be over-ruled. 

IEFENSE COUIISEL(Dr , LEH.ING) • I don't want to 

enlarge upon t hi s motion bJ.t would like to mention one or t wo 

points . It is a complete misunderstanding on t he s ide of the 

Prosecution, thn~I maintained that t he United St ates l'l:l re not inte r ­

ested in the violation of International Law Axcept when t hei r own 

citizens v1ere co ncerned . On t he contrary, I think that t he United 

States-a t t he pres ent moment a re the charrpions of International Law, 

and t hat is Trhy I draw the attention of the Court to t he rules of 

International Law and International Law as the la'w binding: States 

only, ru,d aey alteration to I nternational Lal', can only be r:iade by 

ITlllltilateral ai;;reer,,.ent , arrl this is t he essence of my argUMen t . I f 

the Court be pl eased to deny my rootion t hen I , rould as k t he Court 

for an exception to this• ruUnc . 

PRESIDENT : There beine no obj ection by t he Court, t f t? 

Law ?!ember •rill rende r the ruling . 

!AV/ l • IBER1 The issues r aised by the Counsel for 

the Defense have already been covered in t he finding of t ~e Court 

in t he t wo previous ~ot ions . So far as jurisdiction of t he Co-J.rt 

is concerned , t he accused here a ri, beinc triod as War Criminals 

and t his i s a General l:ilit ary Gover nment Court se t up f or that 

very purpose . The Court rrUl rule as it did i n similar t'otions in 

the Dachau and 1 ·auth&usen cases - The ·fotion will be denied . 

PRCS 'SCU':'JON: If t~ Court pl eaGe - i t is iey under­

s t a.."lding t h~ t the Defense has t\70 1norc 1rot ions \Thich will be defi,r red 

u ntil late r i n the· pro ceedings . The Prosecution has one moticn and 

tr..a.t i s to strike t he defendants - dr op th'3 char.:;eo a ..;ainst the 

defendants without p rejudice, J-ielI:-'l.lth Ha.a.a , 1:erbert Losenald. , Yfcrncr 
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Peterson, and Emil Hergeth by ~ason that they are not present 

before t hio Court at this tins . 

DEFEl:SE COUIISEL I No objection, 

DEF~NSE COUNSEL: (Dr RA.U). If it please the Court , as

• 
Defense Counsel for the accused Dietrich and Kraemer, m:l.ght I draw 

your attention t o t he folle;wina legal matters . Tim accused are 

p risoners of war, t hel"efore they aree subject to t he ru l es of t he 

Geneva Convention as f ar as treat!llent of PJ·isoners of \'Jar is con-• 
earned, dated 27 July 1 929 . Up to now they were not informed t hat 

they no longer had the statu1 of Pri som,rs of l.farl This Geneva 

ac;reement Yra.::; ratified by t he United States according to A.rti clo 

6 , paragraph 2 of t!E year 1787 - such International Agreement 

is t he highest Law o f t he land - that is the highilst Law of the 

United States which i s binding to an Ar.lerican judee lll naking hts 

decision . Non what does the Geneva Agr eement. say - might I draw 

your attention to Articl e# 82 which states 11 t he a gr eement of 

this article nust be adhored to by t he contracting par ties under 

all circumstances . As a r esult of that, Article l/63 in part icular 

rus t be marked . Article f/6 3 s t ates , if I may quote: 11 The verdict 

a t.a ins t a prisoner of vrar t'!US t be made only by t he same Court and 

throuch the same procedures as t he verdic t- ac n:Lnst persons belone-

ine: to the Art!:.ed rorccs of 'the State of v1hic~ t hey are prisoners . 11 

The accused Dietrich is a Colone l - Gener al : his Chief of Staff is , 

according to his rank a Lieutenant-General; with t he a gr eement o 

my colleague Wieland, I inicht point out ~; -? ~ t.):e accused .L'riuu 

is also a Lieutenant-General . I would l i!ce for the Court to find 

out now whether, a ccord.in i; to t he r eE,11lations for the cor:J.posi tion 

of an American Court , w."1et:'1er it is nade up in that manner and 

\Thether the proceedings Will be conducted ~ the r.ia.nner of American 

Lecal procedure . In conclusion ~ would like to sa;r t!'.at tt'ie co:::ipoaition 

of this C0>.irt :ust ~e such ani tile procedure must be such as if an 
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A.morican Col onel-General or a General Officer waE.1 being tried . 

Furthannore, I wwld like t he Court to find out whether according 

to r evilations of the Geneva Agreement, the protective power 

has been i."lvokcd in this procedure • Aa far as I ~now, t he pro­

tective p0l7er :in t his cas e is Switz. erla.nd . I t should be r~und 

out whethe r t!tls protectivo polle r wishes to acknowledge the 

procedure here . I rm.1s t ko~p back further explanations on this same 

point . 

PROOECtn' I ON; I f t he Court please, in answer to the 

honorable. Counsel 's motion, I vrould like to polnt out that this 

question has been raise<i\Ln s c•reral other cases brought before 

Courts of the type 1rhich is now hearinc this present case - on 

t he argument raised i n t he Borlcum I sl.and case , t he Dachau caae a nd 

the J!authausen case , i n which instances the Court held t hat it had 

jurisd.ict on over t he a ccu sed even t hough t hey were pr isone rs of 

wa r and had not bee n <lischar ged : al s o the . sa JM po i nt was r aised in 

t he Yamashita case, and I quote t herefrom: 11 but we think that 

explanation of Articl e #63 referring to t he Geneva Convent i on of 

1929 in its setting i n t he Convention, plainl y shows i t refers 

to s entence pronounced a gains t a Prisoner of Wa r f or an off ense 

COlll':li tted ,vhile a prisoner of r,ar and not for a viola tion of th., 

Law of \7a r comr.rl.tt ed l7hil e a 1 co,.,.ba tant 1 • I a l so point out to the 

court , that the t hree defendants Dietrich, Krae:nor a!lC' 1'.:-iess ,1ere 

discharJed fro:n the 'ifa.ffen SS on 9 '.ay 1946 . I ?:U.;ht also add t~g,t 

that also appl ies to the rest of tho 74 defendants in this case .Any 

,ray the Court i s alligned. to look at this question whetl:.:ir "t.!'Jc 

defend.ants are pr isoners of 1":ar or ci vil:i.ans . The prosecution 

believe s t hat the mot ion may be prcpe rly over- ruled . 

PR~ IDTI:"T : There beinr, no objec t)on by the Court , the 

Law 'o?'lber will make a rulinc , 

D· E2lSE COUtS'lL(Dr RAi: ) --(inter:-ipt ing) I would ll'.ce to 

t:lil.ke a flh.:>rt r eply. 
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LAW HE!!BER t If it is short. 

DEFENSE COUHSEL (Dr RAU) - According to legal usaee 

in ~lish spealdng countries and internationally , t he Geneve. Ai;;ree-

• ment applies not only to deeds com"litted during the period when some 

one vras a prisoner of war , but also which lTere co!l?!U.tted before_that 

during the course of t he war while soldie,;a . Dismissal of prisoners 

of war at the beg1nn1.ng of t he t r ial, a.'3 sur.d.ng it, i s true, cannot 

in opinion rob them of the protection whic h the Geneva Convention 
. " 

i ntends them to have . 

LAW t!!!l!BER1 The C urt will repeat t hat the issccs 

raisedby the Counsel for t he Defense were covered i n t he Court 1 s 

rulin~ on t he previous roc,tions : so far as the jurisdiction of this 

Court is concerned, this is a duly constituted General !Jilita17 

Government Coll!t of the United States for the trial of \Jar Cr iminal s 

and as such the Cour t has the jurisdiction - the motion will be 

denied . 

PR!llIDE!ITi 'rhe Court has aatisfJ.ed i tself that 

i t is properly constituted under the laws and rules governing 

General lJilitary Government Courts, and had j urisdiction over 

persons and offenses of the accused. • 

If either the Prosecuti on or t he 

Defense has any ground for chall.en6e of an~· inember of the Court, it 

is requested that it bo dioclosed nO'fl . 

PROS!OCUTIO:J : )'.o c;rounds for challenge . • 

PRI:SID'l::!IT : There being no gro•mds for c~ allerige , 

the Court is declared to be prope!'ly constituted and the trial will 

be conducted in open Court. 

PresiOOnt : The accused will now be interrogated 

as to naroo , age, residence, natior~l ity and status : As I call the 

name of each accused, 00 Trill st...md up and be intP:-rogated as to 
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• 
I/?. name, age, resi dence , national i ty and status 1 I 1'111 ask the questions 

•S,16, 9, i n , Engl i s h and the inter preter will transl.a to s ame in German, and the 

• ans~ rs int o English.• 

•Pl!ESIJ)l!}IT1Q. State your full ru,.me ? 

•A. Valentin Ber sin. 

Q. How old are you ? 

A, 2$ 

Q. Ythat is your resi~ence ? • • 

A. St Barbara . 

Q. What is your nationality ? • 
A. Gennan . 

Q. \'Toro y'ou eve r a member of t l'e Armed forces of t he 

Ge rman Reich 1 

A. Ye s . 

Q. Of what component we r e you a member and durinc; 

what period o f time ? 

A. · was a member of the SS fro,n 5 J~ch 19hO unt:!.l 

t he nd of t he War . 

PR!lSIDEtlT : I assign t he accus ed Number 1. 

Q. State your full name 

• A. Fr i edel Bode . 

• Horr ol d are you ? 

• 
A. 23 

,fuat is your residence ? 

A. Loehne, TI'estphalia . 

Q. W1at i s :,tmr nationa.li ty ? 

A. f}ernan . 

Q . \7ere you ever a rne:nl>er of the Armed forces of the 

Ger::.3.n Reich ? 

A. Yes . 

Q. or Tlh.at corJJ>On"nt were you a member ar.d Wrine 

what period o f tl1.1e ? 32 
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• .... 

#t •A.- ]> was a r.iembe r of t he \Taffen SS fron JO Apri l 

16.~.!!.0 1941' ~; ·ta t he end of the war . 

• I iassign t he accused Numb~ r 2 • 

Q. State your f ull nW'!le ? 

• 
A. llarcel Bol tz . 

Q . How old a.r e you ? 

• A. 19 :;rears •.. 
• Q. What is your residence 

A. Renne ck, . Alsace. 

Q. What '1s your national i t y ?( ) 
A. . Frenc h. 

Q. \'fere you ever a member of t he Armed Forces of the 

German Reich ? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Of what component we re you a member and during 11hat 

period o f ti.ril.C ? 

A. Of the \'Taff.en SS from 10 Oct ober 1943 up to the er1cl 

of the rtar .(J 
PRESIDEIIT : I assign the accused number J . • 

Q. State your full nan,.e 

A. lli lli Braun . 

How o l d are you ? 

A, 20 

Q. What is your residence 

A.. Gro j a1T, zig. 

Q. iThat is your nationality ? 

A. Ge r.:ian . 

Q. Were you ever a •·i mber of the a med f orces of 

t he Ger"'- Reich ? 

A. !'es . 
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•II 2 • Q. Of what cor.,ponent ,rer c you a member and during 

16.s.u. Trhat per iod of time ? 

.I.. I ,... in tho Waffen SS from 20 February 1944 until 

2? Dece!llber 1944 . 

~RE'lID!11T 1 I assi~ the accused Number 4. . -. Q. State your full name ? 

A. Kurt BrieBemeiStor. 

Q. How old are you 1 

A. 24 

Q. What is your r esidence ? 

A. l'arinhou, Schoonhausen . 

Q. What is y:ru.r nat.1.onali ty ? 

J.. . German • 

• 
Q. ifere you ever a member of the armed forces of the 

German Reich ? 

A. Yes , 

• Of what component wer~ you a member and durinc what 

period of time ? 

A. I l'la.S in the Waffen SS from 29 Septembe r 1 94 0 until 

the end of the ,-rar. 

PllESIDENT : I assign the accused Nunbe.1.~ 5 
•

• State your full name 

A. Uilli Von Charnier . 

Q. How old are you ? 

A . JO ... 
Q. 'What is ~ur r esidence 1 

A. . Ead-Duerenburg-, 9 axony • 
• 

• Q.. What i.s your nationality 'l 

A. Gernan . 

Q. i'T• re yo,1 ever a met'lber of t•1e ar,ed forces o r the 

German Reich ? 
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#2 
A. Yes . 

16. s. 12 . 
0 

• Q. Of what component were you a mer.1.ber and during 

t at pe r iod of ti.me 1 

A. I was i n t he \Taff en SS fror.i. April 1943 until 

20 December 19h4 , 

PR'8IDENT 1 I as sien t he accused Numte r 6 . 

• Q. St ate your full name ? 

• A. Fr i edrich Chr is t • 

Q. HolY old are you ? 

A, . 26 years . 

Q. Vlhat is your residence ? 

A. Fr iesing Near Umich . 

Q. \That is your nationality ? 

A. German . 

Q. \'Tere you ever a membe r of the armed fo rces of 

the Ge rman Reich ? 

A. es . 

Q. Of what component v1ere you a me.gi.ber d during 

what period of time ? 

A. I was a nember of the W'affen SS from April 1938 

until the end of the war . 

PIL'>SIDENT : I assign the accused number 7. 

• Q. State your ful l name 

A. Roman Clotten , 

• Q. Pov, old are you ?-
• What is your r esidence ? 

A. Dad- Teil enfel d on the t.!aine , 

Q. What is your na' ionality ·? 

A. Ger::an . 

Q . Were you ever a me.onber of the a.med forces of the 

Ge?'l'l.an Reich ? 35 
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• 
#2 .A,. Yee 

J.6 ,S,lJ, Q. Of what cebponent were you a member and during 

what per iod of ti1c.o ? 

A. From the 1st day of the l oth month 1939 up to 

t:te capitulation I was a membe r of t he \'f~ffen ss. 
PR!SIDENT 1 I assign t he accused Number 8 . 

Q. State your ful l name ? 

• 
A. Manfre d CoblSllz . • 

Q. How old arc you ? 

A, 2f 

Q. What is ;{Our r esidence 

A. Sare:enhausen in the Harz . 

Q. Vlhat ic your nationality ? 

A.. German . 

Q. 'Tere you ever a rie'llber of the armec'l. fol'ces of the 

German Reic h ? 

• A. Yes . 

Q. Of what c omponent were you a. member a nd during 

what period of time ? 

A. l<'rom the ,..lst October 1939 until the 22nd December 

1944 I was a member of the ilaffen SS . 

PR!SI!ll:!!T 1 I assign he accused tiur.iber 9. 

• Q. State your full nal'!'le ? 

A. Josef Diefenthal. 

Q. t!ow oldare you ? 

A. JO • 
Q. Uhat is your residence ? 

A. Auskirchen near K~ln , 

Q, \That is you·r nationality ? 

A. . German . 

-. . Were you ever a me:nber of the ar.:1ed forces of the 

Ger-...an Reich ? 
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A. Yes•J.6 s l!i, 
Qi Of what component were you a member and during 

v1lB t period of time ? 

•A. I was a member of the! 17affen SS from 15 October 

1935 up to tho 8th 1/ay 1945 , 

PRESID• Tz I assien t he accused mber 10 . 

Q. State your fu ll name ? 

A. Josef Dietrich . • 
• Q. How old are you ? 

A, 54 

• Q. l'That is your residence ? 

A, Munioh . 

Q. 11hat is your nationality ? 

• 
A. German . 

Q. ,vere you ever a member of the armed forces of 

the German Reich? 

A. Yes , 

Q. Of wha.t component ware you a Bember and during 

what period of t ime ? 

• A. In th~ \7afferi SS February 1933 up to the capit­

ulation , 

PRF.SIDE;IT: I assign the accm;..,rl, Number 11. • 
Q. State your full na.>ne 

• A. rri tz Eckmann . 

Q. :row old are you ? 

A- 21. 

Q. \'11'>.a.t is your rcsid,mce ? 

A, Da.nube- Eschienging, 

• 
• l'fh.3.t is your nationality ? 

A, Gernan • 

• Were you bver a --.er.lber of the aii::::ed forces of the 

3en:-.an Reich ? 31 
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A. Yes .• 16 ,S,15 , 

Q. Of l'Y'oat component were ~u a member and during 

,,hat period of t ime ? 

• • A. I was i n t he \7a.!'fcn SS fl"o:n l farch 1943 up to 

the end of the war . 

•
PRESIDENT , I assign the accused Number 12 . 

• Q. State your full name ? 

• 
A. Arndt Alfons Fischer. 

How 01.d are you ? 

A. , 23 

Q. \Yhat is your res idence ?. 

• 0 
A,17al d-Astorf , 

Q. Tihnt io your national! ty ? 

A. German . 

Q. Vtere you ever a mer.lber of the arrisd fo roes of 

the Ge:rnan Reich 

A. Yes 

Q. Of what component were you a member and during 

what period of ti1. e ? 

( A. I was in the iiaffen SS from 20 February 1939 up 

to t he end of t he war . 

PRESIDE!IT : I asoig.--i "' ..... cccueed nlll!W ..,,;_, l.J. 

Q. State you:· full name? 

• 
A. Georg Fleps • 

How o _:,.. i\l"3 you ? 

A, 2_; •• 
~. - .1., t 1 s your residence ? 

• 
A. ll'ichaelsber g, Roumania . 

• Q. ffllat is ;.rou.r national ity ? 

A. Rou.man!.an .. . 
Q. Were y ou ever a member of the armed f orces of 

the Geman Reich ? 
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#2 Yes 

16.S,16, 
Q. Of what component were you a t"te?'lber and Qll"ing 

• what per iod of t ime ? 

A. From 1 July 1943 up to the end of t he l'lar I was 

•in the ifaffen SS. 

PRESIDE1/T1 I a.ssie;n the accused Nunlher 14. 

Q. State your full namo •• A. . Heinz Friedrichs . 

Q. How ol d are you ? 

A., 19 

Q. What is your re sidence 

A. Hanover. 

Q. Wha,t is your national i t y ? 

A. . Genr.an 

Q. Yfo re you ever a member of the armed forces of 

t he German Reich ·, 

A. Yes . 

Q. Of what component were you a llEmber and during 

what period of time ? 

A. I v.as in the i'laffen · iS fron April 1944 until the
• 

24th Decenber 1944 . 

PRESIDEl/T : I as sie:n t he accused ~~unber 15 . 

Q. Statc your f ull name ? 

A. Fritz Gebauer . 

Q. How old are you ? 

• 10 • 

- . 
Q. ffiw.t i s your residence ? 

A.. Ullaadorf . 

• tThat is your natio ali t y ? • 
A. German. 

Q. \lere you ever a. me~er of the a.mad. f orces of 

t he Gen.an Reich ? 
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A.. Yes. 

l.6 .S.17 Q. Of ,·~hat component ,-ere you aoombe r a:,,1d during 

what p eriod of time ? 

A. Fr om 15 Augus t 1944 until 24 December 1944 

was in t he Waffen S.S , • 
PRESIDENT , I assign t he accu sed Number 16 , 

Q. State your full name ? 

A.. Heinz Gerhard Oosdicke 
I 

Q. How old are you ? 

A. 18 

• What i s your residence 

A. Fuehlstei n . 

Q. \'lhat is your nationality ? · 

A. German 

Q. rfer e you ever a member o f the armed forces of 

the Geman Reich ? 

A. Yes . 

Q. O!' vrN.t c omponent vere you a rrembe r and during 

wbAt period of time ?(J 
A. I was i n the \Yaffen SS from 15 Au gust 19LL until 

( • 
the end of the war . 

I assign t he accused ~ber 17. 

Q. s tate your full name ? 

A.. Ernst Goldschrtldt . 

Q. HO'f old are you? 

A, 26 

~- m1at is your :residence ?

• 
A. . Boeated Sles,rich- Holstein . 

Q. What i s your national! ty ? •
• 

A. . Veman . 

Q. i'/ere you ever a nember of the armed forces of 

tr. a GeTl':Wl Reich ? 
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12 A. Yes. 

16 s. 18 . Q., Of what COl'llponent Tiera you a meinher a..'ld during 

what period of time ?... • 
A, I was i n t he Waffen SS from loth April 19!. 0 up 

to the end of the war . • 
PRESIDENT , I aa oien the accused Number 1.8 . 

Q. State your f ull nrune ? 

A. Hans Gruhle 

Q. How ol d a re you 

• A, 26 

Q. Vlhat i s your reeiden~e ? 

A. Ellol!lang - r r Nurnberg . 

Q. \.'/hat is your nat ionality ? .... 
A. German . 

Q. 17ere you ever a member of t he arrred fo rces cf 

the German Reich ? 

A. Yes . 

Q. or wha t component were yo11 a me mbe r w.nd durinc 
• what pe~iod of titre ? 

A. I wan in t he Waffen SS from 2 Oc tober 1939 up 

to the end of the war . 

PRESIDENT , I assign the accused ?lumber 19 . 

Q. State your full nan.e ? 

A. 'ax Ha1lr'!erer 

Q. How old are you ? 

A, 21 

Q. What is your residence ? • 
A. " unich . 

Q. WJ}&.t is your nationality ? 

A. German . 

Q. \Yere you ever a meriber of t he ar:::ed forces of 

the Gema.n Reich ? 



1/2 

• 16 .S,19 . 

• 

• 

A. Yee. 

c, Q. Of what component were you a member and during 

\That period of tir.ie ? 

I.. From 2 0 October 1942 until April 1943 I ,,as in 

• the lir Corps and from April 1943 until 2h Decamber l9hh 

I w aa in the Waffen SS. 

· PRF.SIDENT 1 I assir,, the accused Nur.iber 20. 

The Court Will recess until 1400 hours. 

(Whereupon the court recessed at 1200 hours) 

• 

• 

.··" .. 

• 
•• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 
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CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY 

.. MAY 16, 1946 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
0 

(Whereupon the Court reoonvened at 1400 hours• 

16 May 1946.) 

PRESI DENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court plea•e, let the 

record show that all members of the Court, all members 

of the defense, all members of the prosecution and all 

the accused and reporter are present. 

PRESIDENT: We will resume the int errog a­

tion of the accused . 

EXAr.! INATION BY THE COURT ( CONTII,UED ) 

QUESTI ONS BY THE PRESI DENT: 

Q Armin Hecht, state your ful l name . 

A Armin Hecht. 

Q How old are you? 

A 21. 

Q What i~ your residence? 

A Miltitz. 

Q llat i onali ty? 

A German . 

Q Were you ever a membe r of the Arme d .forces 

or the German Reich ? 

A Ye s. .. 
Q Of what compone nt were y ou a membe r and• 

durinJ what p eriod of time? 

A Warren ss from 30 October 1944 until the 

end of the war. 

PRESI DENT: I assign the ac cused number 21 . 
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.. 
Q Willi Heinz. Hendel, etate iour full name. 

A Willi Heinz Hendel. 

Q How old are you; 

A 30 

Q What la your realdence? 

A Friedenthal near Berlin . 

Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q Were you ever a me mber of the armed forces 

( ) or the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

duri ng what period of time? 

A I was in the Waffen SS from 12 May 1934 

until the end o~ the war. 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused No . 22 . 

Q Hans Hennecke , state your full name. 

A Hans Hennecke ,. . 
Q How old are you? 

A 23 years ol d , 

Q \fuat 1 s your residence? 

A Warennmekgl enbur g . 

Q Nationality? 

A German Reich .• 
Q Were you ever a member of the armed forces• 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes. 

Q Of what component were y ou a meni:>er and 

during what peri od of time? 

A From the 14th Novembe r 1939 until the end of 

the war. 

PilES"DEHT: assign the accused number 23 . 



• 

.
Q " Hans llillig, etate your full name • 

• A Hane Hillig . 

Q How old are you? 

A 24· yeare old. 

Q What is your residence? 

A Doebeln Saxony. 

Q Nationality? 

A German . 

Q Were you ever a membe r of -the armed forcee 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of' ,1ha t componen t were you a member and 

during what period of t ime? 

A Waft'on SS from 1 February 1940 until 15th of 

April 1945. 

PRESIDENT: I ass i gn tho ~ccusod No . 24 . 

Q Heinz Hofmann, s tate your full name . 

A Hein z Hofmann . 

Q How ol d are you? 

( A 21. 

Q l'lhat 1 s your re sidence ? 

A Bonnbaeen , He s sla. 

Q Natio nal! ty? 

A Ge rman . 

Q Wer e you ever a member of the armed forces 
• of the German Reich? 

A Yea. 

Q Of what component were you a me mber and 

dur ing wha. t p erio d of t ime? 

A March 1 43 until the end of the war in the 

Waffe n SS . 

PRESIDENT: I assign the ac cused no . 25 . 



•... ...
• -

Q Joachim Hofmann, state your full name . 

• A Joachim Ho~mann • .. . 
Q How old are you? . 
A 1 9 year•. 

Q What ls your residence ? • 
A Ostr au. 

Q Na tionality? 

A German . 

Q Were you ever a member of the a rme d f orces 

of the German Rei ch?C 
A Yes.

0 
Q Of wha t componen t were you a membe r and 

during what period of time? 

A Vlaffen ss f r om 11 October 1 943 until the 

end of the war. 

PRESIDENT : 1 assign the accused No . 26 . 

Q Hubert Hubor , s tate your ful l name . 

A Hubert Huber . 

Q How o l d .are you? • 
A 3? . . 
Q What is y our residence? • 
A Kabrun n ear Sell. . .Q Nati cnali ty? 

A Austrian . 

Q Were you ever a membe r of the armed f orces 

of the German Reich? 

• A Ye s . 

Q Of what component were yo u a membe r and 

during wha t period of time? 

A warren ss 1938 April until 22nd o f December 

1944. 

PRES IDENT : I assign the accused no . 2? . 



.. 
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• • 
Q Siegfried Jakel, state y our full name. 

A Siegfried Jake1. 

Q How old are you? 

A 19 years. . 
Q What is y our residence? 

A Neudorf. 

Q Nationality? 

A German . 

Q Were y ou ever a member of the armed f o rc e s 

of the Gennan Re ich? 

A Yea. 

C Q Of what component were you a membe r and 

duri n g wh a t pe riod or t ime ? 

A Waffen SS from 20 De cembe r 1943 un t il the 

end· of the war . 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accu s ed no . 28 . 

Q Benoni Junker , s tate your fu ll name . 

A Benoni Junke r . 

Q How old ar e y o u ? 

A 25 years. 

Q What is your r esidenc e ? 

A Berl i n . 

Q Na t i onality? 

A German Re i c h . . . Q Wer e you e ver a membe r of the armed f or ce s 

of t he Ge rman Reich? 

A Ye s . 

Q Of what comp on ent were you a manber and 

during what peri od of time? 

A I was in the Warr en SS f rom 7 t h J anuary 1 94 0 

un ti 11 24 De cember 1944 . 

PRESIDENT : I a ss i gn the accused no . 29 . 



• 
Q Friedel Kies , state :; our full name. 

A Friede l Kies. 

Q How o l d are you? 

A 19 . 

Q What is your r estdence? .. • 
A Radereichstaedt. .• Q Nationality? 

• A Gennan. 

Q Wer e you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Y es. 

Q Of what component were y ou a member and dur ing 

what per i od of t1me? 

A Waffen SS from t he 11th day of the 11th month 

1943 until the 24th of De cember 1944 . 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accused no . 30 . 

Q Gustav Knittel, state your full name . 

A Gustav Knittel. 

Q How o l d are you? 

"A 31. y ears . 

Q What is your re sidence? 

A Neu Ul m, 

Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q Were ~ OU ever a member of the armed forces • 
of the German Reich? 

A Ye s . 

Q Of what component we r e you.a member and 

during what perio d of time? 

A Waff en SS from 2nd of August 193 4 until the 

end or the war . 

PRESID~NT: I as sign the accused no . 31 . 
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• 

• 

• .. • 
Q Georg Kotzur, sta"te your full name. 

A Geor g Kotzur. 

Q How ol d are you? 

A 20 year,. .. 
Q What i s your r esidence? 

A Raeibor. 

Q Nati on Rl1ty? 

A Germa n . 

Q We re you e ve r a member of the armed force s 

of the German Reich? 

A Y ee. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during wh at period of time? 

A warr en SS from the 20th day of the 9th month 

1943 until the end of the war . 

PRESIDENT: I assi gn the accus ed no . 32. 

Q. Fritz Kraemer , state your ful l name . 

A Fritz Ludwig Kar l Kr aemer. 

Q How o l d a r e you? • 
A 45 ye ars . .. 
Q. What is your re sidence? 

A Matdeburt, 

Q Nationality ? 

A German . 

Q Nere you ever a membe r or the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of' what com anent were you e member and • 
dur ing wh at period of time? 

A From l May 1933 unti l 1/8 1944 I was a 

me ni>er of the Webrmacht, Fr om 1/8 1944 I was a 
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.. • 
member of the Waffen SS until the end of the war. 

PRESIDENT: I aaai gn the accused no . 33. 

Q. Werner Kuhn, state your full name . 

A Werner Kuhn. 

Q How old are y ou? 

A 26 years. 

Q What is your residence? 

A Saalfeld in Turania. 

Q Nationality? · 

A German Reich . 

Q. Were J' OU ever a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q . Of what component we r e you a member end 

dur i ng wh at per iod of time? 

A Waffen SS from September 5 , 1939 until the 

end of the war. 

PRESIDENT: I assi gn t he accused no. 34. 

Q Oskar Klingelhoefer, state your full name. 

A Oskar Karl Jehn Klingelhoef er. 

Q. How ol d ar e you ? 

A 28 . 

Q Wh at i s your residence? 

A Br aunschweit . • 
Q Nationality? • 
A German . 

•.. Q Wer e you eve r e membe r of the armed forces 

of t he Ge rman Reich? 

A Ye s. 

Q Of wha t componen t wer e ou a member and 

dur ing what pe r i od of time? 
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A ' warren SS from November 1, 193? until t he 

end of the war. • 

PRESIDENT: I aasign the accused n°.. 35. 

Q Erich Maute, state your f ull name. 

A Eri ch Otto Maute. 

Q How old ar e y ou? 

A 24 years. 

Q What ls your residence? 

A Gros s Te rau. 

Q Nationality?
() 

A German . 

Q 

•
Wer e y ou e ver a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich ? 

A Ye s. 

Q Of what coniponent were y ou a membe r and 

during wh a t period of time '! 

A I was i n the Waffe n SS from May B, 1940 

until t he end of the war. 

) 
PRESI DENT: I assign the accused no. 36 . 

0 Q Ar no l d Mi kolaschek, state your f ull n ame pl ease . 

A Arnold Miko lascbek . 

Q How ol d are you? 

A 20 , 

Q What i s y our r es1.d ence ? 

A Haer ten Lang en Bochum, West Phalia . 

Q Nati onality?

• A Ger man e ch . 

Q Wer e you ever o member of t he arme d force s 

of the Germa n Re ich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of wha t component were you a member a nd 

dur ing what p eriod of time? 
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A Warren SS from th a day of the 6th month 

1943 until the end of the war. 

PRESIDENT: I aaoign t h e ao ouaed no. 3?. 

Q Anton Motzheim, state your full name. 

A Anton Mot zheim. 

Q. How old are you ? 

A 22 years. 

Q. What i s your r es i den ce? 

A Rachen. 

Q Na tional1 ty ?,_. 
A German. 

Q Were you e ve r a member of th e arn1e d f orces 

or the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what c ompone n t were you a memb e r a nd 

during what period of t ime? 

A I was 1n the Waffen SS from the 16 th of 

April 1 942 until t he end . 

PRESI DENT: I assign the accused no . 38 . 

Q Erich Munkemer, state y our full name . 

A. Kurt Erl ch Munkemer, 

Q How ol d ar e you? 

A 25 years . 

Q Wha t ls your re s iden ce? 

A Ascheber g in Ho lstein. •• 
Q Nationality? 

A German . 

Q Were you eve r a member or the arme d forc es 

of the German Re i ch? 

A Yes. 

Q Of what compone n t we r e you a member and 

during what p eriod of time? 
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Q 

during 
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Watton SS fro11 l& June 1940 until the end. 

PRESIDENT! I assign the 

Gusta~ Neve, state your 

Gustav 'He1nr1ch Ne ve. 

How old are you? 

20. 

Wh at is your res idence ? 

Ascheberg in Holstein. 

Nationality? 

German Reich . 

Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

German Re ich? 

Yes . 

Of what componen t were you a membef and 

what peri od of time? 

From 29 Janu ary 1943 unt i l th e e n d in the 

ac cused no. 39 . 

full name. 

Waffen SS. 

PRESIDENT: I as~ign the ac cused no . 40 . 

Q Pau l Hermann Ochmann, s·tate your full n B.JT[e . 

A Paul Hermann Ochmann . 

Q How old are you? 

A 32. 

Q What is you r re sidence? 

A Louiadorf in Sile Gia , ••Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q \'/ere you eve r a member or the a rmed forces 

of the German Rei ch? 

A Yes. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what period of time? 
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• A lat of April 19~6 until tho end la the 

Watten SS. 

PRESIDENT1 I aaeign the acoueed no. 41. 

Q Joachim Peiper, state your full name. 

A Joachim Peiper. 

Q How old are you? 

A 31. 

Q What 1 s your res i dence? 

A Arottach on the Tegensee. 

Nati onality ? 

A German. 

Q Were you ever a member of the arme d forces 

of' the German Reich? 

A Y es . 

Q Of wh at component were you a member and 

dur ing what period of t ime? 

A I wa s in the warren SS from October 1934 

until t h e e nd of the war . 
(, 

PRESIDENT: I assi gn t h e accus ed no. 4~. 
t) Q Hans Pl e tz, state your full name . 

A Han s Pletz. 

Q How old are you? 

A 21 ye ars. 

Q What 1s you r residen ce? 

A Schongau on the Lech. 

Q Nationality?• 
A German Re ich . 

Q Vie r.a you ever a member of the armed forces 

or the German Reich? 

A Yee . .. 
Q Of what component were you a member and... 

durins wha t peri o d of time? 
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A From May 31, 1943 until the end of the 

war Waffen, SS. 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused no. 43 . 

Q Georg Pr9uas, state your full name. 

A Georg Preuss. 

Q How old are you? 

A 26, 

Q. Wb.at ie y our residenoe ? 

A Danzig . 

Q Nat i ona l ity? 

A German Reich . 

Q Were you ever a membe r of the armed . fo r ces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what c ompon en t were you a membe r and 

duri ng wh at period of time ? 

A Waffen SS from l Apr i l 1939 until the 

end of the war. 

PRESIDEN'I': I assi gn the accused no. 44. 

Q Hermann Priess, state your full name . 

A He rmann Aug ust Fri ed rich Pri e ss. 

Q How ol d are you ? 

A 44 Years. • 
Q 1,Vhat ls your residence? 

A Eberspach . 

Q Na t i onality? 

A German . 

Q We r e you eve r a member of the arme d forces 

of the Ge r man Reich ? 

A "• • • 

Q Of what compone n t were you a member and 
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during wha t peri od of time? 

A In the old 100,000 men army , the Germ.an 

Arm:, r r om January 1919 to January 1930 . In the Warren 

88 from 1934 unti l the end of the war . 

PRESIDENT: I aaoign the accused ho . 45 . 

Q Fr itz Rau , state your full name • 

A Frit z Rau . • 
Q How ol d are you? 

A 18 year s . 

What is your residence? 

A Gross Gerau. 

Q Na tionality? 

A German . 

Q, Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the Gennan Re ich? 

A Ye s. 

'L Of what component were you a member and 

dur i n g what per i od of time? 

A Warren SS from 15t h August 1944 until 23rd 

Decembe r 1944. 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused no . 46 . 

Q Theo Rauh, state your full name p l ease. 

A Joachim Theo Rauh. 

Q How ol d are yo u? 

A 27 years . 

Q Whll.t ls you r res i dence'? 

A Pockseorf, 

Q Nat i onal1 t:,? 

A German . 

Q Viera you a orever membe r th e arme d f'orce s 

of the Germen ieich? 
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A Yes. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what period of t ime ? 

A October 2, 1939 until let April 1 43 a member 

oft he Luftwaffe Airforoe. lat April 1943 until 

24 December 1944 Waffen SS. 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accused no. 47. 

Q Heinz Rehagel, s t ate your full name. 

A Heinz Rehagel. 

• Q How old are yo u? 
0 

A 25. 

0 Q Wha t is your residence? 

A Wurtzbur g . 

Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q Were you ever a membe r of the armed fo rces 

of the German Re ich? 

A Yes. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

dur i n g what period of time ? 

• A January 7, 1940 until May 31 , 1943 

Luftwaffe, 1st Apr i l 1943 until the end of the war 

Waffen SS . 

PRESI DENT: I assign the accused no . 48 . 

~ Rolf Ro land Reiser , state your full name? 

A Rolf Roland Rei s e r . • 
• Q How old are you? • • 
• A 25. 

Q Vf'hat is you r res i dence? 

A Hermanns tadt , Rumania . ' 

Q Nationa l_ity? 

A Rumanim 
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Were ·you •ver a., member of the armed forces 

or the Gorman Reich? 

A Ye s . 

Q Of what component were you a member •nd 

dnring what period of t !me? 

A Waffon SS, 15th July l942 · unt1l the end of 

the war. 

PRESIDEttT: I assign you n o , 49 , 

Q Wolfgang Richter, state your full name . 

A Wolfgang Richter ,(l 
Q How o l d are you? 

A 20 yea.rs. 

Q '•Nha.t is y our r esidence? 

A Jena in Tura.nia. 

Q Na tionality ? • 
A German. 

Q Wer e you e ver a member of t he armed f orce s 

of t he German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what compon ent wer e you a member and 

duri ng what per iod of time ? 

Waf f en SS from 15th August 1944 until 24th• A 

De ceD\ber 1944 , 

PRE!IIDENT : I ~s sign the acc used no . 50. 

Q Max Rieder , sta te your f ull name . 

A Ma x Rieder. 

• .. Q How old a.r e you? 

A 21 years . 

Q Vlhat is your residence? 

A Rot t on the Inn near Rosenheim. 

Q Nati onality? 

A German . 
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Q Were you ever a membe r of the arined for c es 

or the German Reich? 

A Ye s . 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

durins what perio~ of time? 

A Waf f en SS f r om October 1942 unt il t he 

end of t he w,u, , 
PRESIDENT : I aasign tho ac cuaed No . 51. 

Q Ro l f Ri t ze r , state your ful l name. 

A Rolf Ritzer,(l 
Q How old are you? • 
A 22, 

Q What is your residence? 

A Nuernberg . 

Q Nationality? 

A German . 

Q We re you ever a membe r of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 
0 

A Yes . - . 
() 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

dur i ng what per iod of time?
• 

A \Vaff en SS from 1 March 1942 un t11 the 

end of the war. 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused no . 52. 

Q Axel Rodenburg , state y our full name . 

A Axel Walter Paul T h e odore Ro denburg . 

Q How old are you? • 
A 21 years, 

Q What is y our residence? 

A Hamburg Al tona . 

Q Nationa11 ty? 

A German Reich . 
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Q Were you ever a member of the armed. forces 

or tho German Reich? 

A Ye o. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

durin3 what period of time? 

A I wao in the Warren SS from 1 April 1942 

until the end of the war. 

PRESI DENT: I assign the accused no. 53. 

Q Erich Rumpf, state your full name. 

A Karl 1¥1111 Erich Rumpf . 

Q How old are you? 

A 24 y ears. 

Q What is your re sidence? 

A Radeboll near Dresden •

• Q Nationality ? 

A German Reich. · 

Q. Were you ever• a member of the armed forces 

of the Ge rman Reich? 

A · Yes . 

Q Of what component were you a member and... 
• du:ri n g what pe r iod of time? 

A Waff e n SS from 22nd September 1 939 unt il 

the end. 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accused no . 54. 

Q Willi Schaefer , state your full name. 

A V/1111 Schaerer. 

Q How old are you? 

A 25 . • 
Q What i s your r esidence? 

A Wiesb ade n . • 
Q Nationality? 
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A German . 

Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

• 
Q Of what component were you a memb er and 

during what period of time? 

A I was in the 'Naffen SS from April 1940 

until the end. 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accuse d no . 55. 

Q Rudolf Schwambach, state your ful l name . 

A Rudo l f Schwambach . 

u Q. How old are you? 

A ~5 y e ars. 

Q What is your residence?
• A De i nberg . 

Q. Nationali t y? 

A German. 

Q Were you ever a member of the armed . forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes . 

Q Of wha t compo nent were you a member and 

dur ing wha t period of time? 

A 27 March 1940 un t i l 24 December 19 44 

was a member of the Waf fen SS . 

PR SI DENT: I assign t h e accused no . 56 . 

Q. Kurt Sickel, state your full name . 

A Kurt Sicke l. 

Q. How old are you? . 
A 39 years. 

Q. What is your residence? 

.. A Stendal. 

Q. Nationali ty? 
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A German. 

• Q. Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes. 

_Q Of what component were you a membe~ and 

during what peri9d of time?• 
A 'Naffen SS from the 19th day of the 9th month 

1939 unti l 20 April 1945. 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accuse d no , 57 , 

Q Oswal d Siegmund, etate yo ur f ul l name. 

A Oswald Siegmund, 

Q How o l d are you ? 

A 23 years . 

Q. What is y our residence? 

A Reichenbe r g in Sudetenland . 

Q. Nati onali t y? 

A German . 

Q Were you ever a memb er of the armed fo rces 

of t he German Re i ch? 

A Ye 3. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

dur ing what period of time ? 

A 15th Septembe r 1 940 unt i l the e n d of the 

war •rarfen SS • 

• PRESI DENT: I ass1 £n the accu sed no . 58 . 

Q. Franz Sievers, s tate your ful l name . 

A Franz August Si evers, 

Q. How old are you? 

A 31 years . •
• Q. 1/lhat is your residence ? 

•A Oldenbur in Holstein . 

Q. Na t1on a li ty ? 
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A German Reich. 

Q Were you ever a member of the armed forcea 

of the Germ.an Reich? 

A ;!ea . 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what period of time? 

A Waffen SS f r om 15 April 1936 until the end 

of the war. • 
PRESIDENT: I assign t h e accused no. 59. 

Q Hans Siptrett, state your f ull name. 

A Hans Walter Siptrett , 

) Q How old ar e you ? 

A 26 ye ars . 

Q What i s your r e s idence? 

A Mar t in Rodan i n Turani e. . 

Q Nati onali t y ? 

A German . 

Q Were you e ver a member of t he ar med for ces 

of the German Reich? 

0 A Yes. 

Q Of what componen t wer e you a membe r and 

dur i ng what pe r i od of time? 

A Fr om 1 Ndvember 193 8 until the end of the 

war I was a member oi the Waffen SS. 

PRESIDENT : I aaai the accused no. 60 . 

Q Gustav Acblf Spr enger , state yo ur f ull nrune . 

A Gustav Adolf Sprenger . 

Q How o l d are you? 

A 20 ye ar s . 

Q What s your r esidencet 

A Trossen near Frankfurt Oder . 

Na t i. onali ty? 
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A German. 

Q Were you ever a member of the armed forcea 

of the German Reich? 

A Yea. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what peri od of t ime ? 

A May l, 1943 until the end of the war in 

the warren ss. 

PRESIDENT : I assi gn the ECCU88d no. 61. 

Q Werner . Sternebe ck, state your full name. 

A Werner Willi Phi lip Sternebeck . 

Q How ol d are y ou? 

A 25 years. . 
Q What i s your residence? 

A Dommich Elbe , 

Q National ity ? 

A German Re ich . 

Q Were y ou e ver a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Ye s. 

~ Of what c ompon en t were you a membe r and 

dur i ng what per iod of time? 

A Waffen SS from 12 Apr i l 1937 unti l the 

end of the war . 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accus ed no . 62 ~ 

Q Heinz Stick el, state your full name . 

• A Heinz Sticke l. 

Q How old ar e you? • 
A 20 years . • 
Q What ii your residence? 

•A Markroelitz . 

Q National i ty? 
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A German . 

Q Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the Ger man Re ich? 

A Yes . 

Q or what component were you a member and 

during what period of time? 

A warren s s from 20 December 1943 until 

24 Decembe r 1944. 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused n o . 63. 

Q Herbert Stock , sta te your full name . • 
A Herbert Stock. • 
Q How old are you? 

A . 20 years. . 
Q ll'hat is your r esidence? 

A Detmarn . 

Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q Were yo u ever a member of the armed forc e s 

of the German Re i ch? 

A Ye s. 

Q or what component were you a member and 

during what period of time? 

A Wa!'fan ss fro m 11 Oc tober 1943 until 

7 Mar ch 1945 , 

PRESIDENT : I assign tha accused no . 64, 

Q Erwin Szyperski , state your ful l name . 

A Erwin Szypersk1. • 
Q How ol d are you? 

A 2 1 ye ar s . 

Q What is your reside nce? . A Benndorf Hammeln . 

(l Na t i onal1 ty? 
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A oerlllan. • 
Q Were you eter a member of the armed forcea • 

of the German Reich? 

•A Yea. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what period of tima? 

A From l March 1 934 unti l the end of the war 

in the Waffen SS, 

PRESIDENT: I aasi gn the accused no. 65, 

Q Edmund Tomczak, state your full name ~ 

A Edmund Anton Tomczak. 

Q How old are y ou? 

A 23 years. • 
Q What is your residence? 

A Duisburg - Hamborn. 

Q Nat ionality? 

A German. 

Q Were you e v ~r a member of the armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

( A Yes . 

Q Of what componen t were you a membe r and 

dur ing what per iod of time? 

A Fr om 1/9 1941 until July 1944 with the 

Luftwaffe Ai r Force and f r om July 1944 until 15 

August 1944 w~th the reg ula r a r my . Fr om 18 August 

1944 until the end of the war with the Waffen SS . 

• PRESIDENT : I assign the accused no . 66 • 

Q He i nz Tomhardt, state your f ul l name . 

A Heinz Tomhar dt . 

~ How o l d are yo u? 

A 24 Y88:1'S• 

Q \Vhat.- is your r esidence? 
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A Wit ten on the Ruhr . 

Q Na t ionality? 

A German . • 
Q Were you ever a member of the armed force a 

or the German Reich? 

A Ye11 . 

Q or what component were you a member and 

dur ing wh at pe rio d of' time? 

A Warren SS from 27 March 1940 until the 

end of the war . 

PRESIDENT : I assign the accused n o . 67. 

Q Augus t Tonk , state your full name . 

A August Tonk. .. Q How old are you? 

A 35 years . 

Q What is your resid e nc e? 

A Berlin , 

Q Natio nality? 

A German. 

Q Were you eve r a member o f the armed forc e s 

of the German Re i ch? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what pe rio d or time? 

A Waff en SS from August 1933 until March 1937, 

From March 19(0 until the end . 

PRESIDENT : I a ssign the accused no . 68 . 

Q Han s Trettin , state yo ur full name . 

A Hans Tr e ttin. 

Q How old a r e you? 

A 19 years . 

Q What is your residence? 
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A Breso ln Pomerania. 

Q Nationality? 

A German Reich , 

Q Were you ever a member of the armed forces 

of the German Re~ch? 

A Yes, 

Q Of what component were you n member and 

during what pe riod of time? 

A I was a member of the Waffen SS from 5/7/43 

until the end of the war . 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused no. 69. 

Q Johann Wasenberger, state your full name . 

A Johann Wasenberger.• 
Q How old are you? 

A 19 years. 

Q Vfua t i s your r esiden ce? 

A Kr onbe r g near Vienna. 

Q Nat1onal1 ty? 

u A Austri an . 

(_ Q Were y ou ever a member of t he armed forces 

of the German Reich? 

A Yes. 

Q. Of whet component were you a member and 

during what period of time? 

A 15 Febr uary 1944 until 24 December 1944 . 

PRESIDENr 1 I ass n the accused no . 70.• 
Q Gunther Weiss, state your full name. 

A Gunther Martin Weiss. 

Q How ol d ere you? 

A 21 years . • 
Q What is your residence? ... 

. . 

• 
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A Lausch Gruen in the Voigtlahd, 

Q Nati onality? 

• A German . 

Q Were y ou e ve r a membe r o f t he a r med :forces 

of t h e German Re i ch? 

A Y es. 

Q Of wha t component were you a membe r and 

du r ing wh at p erio d of time? 

A Waffen SS from l Mar ch 19 43 unti l 2 4 De cemb e r 

19 4 4 • 

• PRESIDENT : I ass ign the accused n o . 71 , 

Q Erl ch Werner, s tate your ful l name . 

A Erich We r uer . 

Q How old are y ou? 

A 21. 

Q Wh at is your r esi dence ? 

A Memml eben i n Tur an ia . 

Q Nat 1onal1 t y ? 

A German . 

(_ Q Wer e you eve r a member of t he a r med f orce s 

o r the Ge rman Rei ch? 

A Yes . 

Q Of what compone n t were you a member and 

during what pe ri od of time? 

A I was 1n the "iaffen SS f r om 20/8/42 until 

Dhe e n d of the war . 

PRESIDENT: I assign the accused no . 72 . 

Q. Otto Wi c hmann , s tate you r f'ull n ame . 

A Otto Wichmann . 

• • How ol d are you? 

A 2 6 ye ar s . 

• Q V/hat 1 s your residence? 

A Ins terbur g in Eastern Prussia , 
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Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q Were you ever a member o f the armed forces 

of . the German Reich? 

A Yes. 

Q Of what component were you a member and 

during what p eri od of t i me? 

A I was in the Vlaffen SS from l October 1 938 

until the en d of the war . 

PRESIDl;:NT : I assi gn the accused no, 73 , 

Q Paul Zwigart, state your f ull riame . 

A Paul Josef Zwigar t . .. Q How ol d are you? 

A 24 years . 

Q What is your r esidence? 

• A Fr e i burg in Barden . 

Q Nationality? 

A German. 

Q We re you e ver a member of the armed force s 

of the German Reich? 

A Ye s. 

Q Of what component were you a membe r and 

duri ng what peri od of time? 

A I was a member of the Waffen SS from 20 

November 1939 until the en d of the war. • 
PRESIDENT : I assi gn the accused no. 74. 

You are advised under the law of Mil itary 

Go vernment you are entitled to the fol l owi ng : 

(To interpreter) Wil l y ou t ranslate that p l ease? 

To have in advance of the trial a copy of 

the Charge upon \f...., ich you will be tri e d, to be present 

at your trial , to give evidence , and to examine , or 
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croaa-exam.1ne any witness, to consult a lawyer• before 

trial, and to conduct your own defense , or to be 

represented at the trial by a lawyer of your own 

choice, subject to the right of this court t o debar 

any. person from app earing before 1t. In any case in 

which a sentence of death may be imposed, to be 

represented by an officer of the United States 

forces. To bring with you to your trial such 

material witne sses in your defense as you may wish, 

or to have them summoned by the cou.rt, at your 

request, if p r acticab l e. -To apply to the oo ur t for 

an adjournment, wher e necessary , to enable you to 

pr epare your defense. To have the proceedings 

translated when you are otherwise unable to under­

stand the language in whi ch they are condu,c t ed . In 

the event of' conviction to !'ile a petition setting 

forth the grounds why the f i nding s and sent ence should 

be set aside, or modified . 

Do you understand? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please t he Court, 

on behalf of' the accused, they deai~e to answer in 

the affirmative . 

PRESTDENT: Are you now ready for tr ial in 

this case? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it pl ease t he Court , 

on behalf of the accus ed they desire t o answer in 

the af f irmative except at the pr oper t ,ime a motion 

for se verance will b e made . 

PRESIDENT : Has a copy of the Charge shee t 

been served upon you prior t o t he trial? 

DEFENSE <D UNSEL: May ' it pl ease t he Court ' 
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III30. on behalf or the aooused th8y desire to answer i n 

the af1'1rmative : 

PRESIDENT: I will now read to you the 

Charges and Particulars. 
I 

(Whereupon the Charge s and Particulars were 

read to the a ccused.) 

PRESIDENT: Court will be recessed for 

30 minutes. 

(Whereupon the Court at 1515 hours recessed.) 

0 • 
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(llhoreupon tho Court reoonnned at 1545 houri 16 Illy 191,6.) 

PRBBIDBNT1 Court will oome to ord•r• 

PRCSBCtrrIOJJ1 It the Court pleHe, let the record •how that all 

aembera of the Court. Deten1e aounHl• Proaeoution, the defendant•, 

and the reporter ~re preaent. 

('Whereupon the interpreter read the charge and partioulara, in 

Genun, to the aoou11d.) 

PRES mENT I The above chargea are referred for trial to the 

General Military Court appointed by paragraph 24, Special Order No. 

90 , Headquarters Third united Stat.a Army, dated 9 April 1946, to be 

held at Daehsu, Germany, on or about 2 May 1946, by command of Lt. 

Gen. Keyes , W. G. Caldwel 1, Col., Adjutant General' a De par'bnent, Act• 

ing Adjutant General. 

(To accuse•) Do you understand the charge, 

DEFENSE t May it pleue the Court, on behalf' of the a ccused, they 

des i re to anawer in the affirmatin. 

May it further please the Court. it is the desire of the De­

fense at thia time that a motion whioh haa been prepared will be de­

livered by Ca.pt. Rarvid, cover i n g the oubject of Hveu.nce. 

CAPr. NARVID: If it please -\he Court, counsel for the Defense, 

on behal f of all the acouaed, rupectfully lllOTH this Court that thia 

case be d iv ided into two aepara.te trials and Hvered into two distinct 

gr oups of defendant. . All of the soouaed are Waffen SS &oldien ac-

0u11ed of o1'fens u alleged to heTe been committed while oper a.ting to­

gether u member• of a cer tain mili te.ry force end whi l o engaged b a 

definite military operation , The members of thia military force in­

cluded all of tho vuiau• gradH of soldiers' ranks and represent all 

echelons of command . 

The reuona f or two separate trials and a severance into two 

gr oups are ea fo l lo•f\ 1 

1 . The defenH of certa i n of the offenders will neceaurily 

be antagonistic to tha t of othera. 
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2. There will be an una'TOidable oontliot ot int,..reet1 among 

the aoouaed. 

3. There will be • 1httting of culpability and a outing of 

burden• from one accu•ed to the other. Thet ii inevitable, and the 

Detenae 1hould be permitted to denlop varying degrees or participation 

in the inoident11 wherein 1 t hu been alleged that the accused violated 

the laws and uugee of war. It oannOt be ~Bid at the very outset that 

• the aoouaed were opereting in a ooanon duign and that they were oo• 

conspirators . Conceivably, the aotor1 pl~ed separate roles and had 

major or minor parta giving them different degrees of responl!ibility. 

None of those things c an be es certaine d if all the &coueed are required 

to s it in a tri al togethe r, riakinc the accusation of one group agains t 

another. 

4. A trill of 74 aoou1ed at the 1e.me tim.1t, ell be i ng on 

widely different levo lB of r'lilita r y authority, will l e ad t o confuaion , 

Further, it will be difficult fo r the Court to determi ne exactly 'What 

is proved against ench, or whnt ii offe red by ••Yof defen1e or mi t i ga­

tion by each accused. 

The Defense s uggeata tha t e p ract !cftl and feir basis o f .. 

grouping wo uld be t o d ivi de the ac cused into the followin[; groupui 

Group 1: All thoa~ a ccused cha rged with the giving o r pub ­

l hhing of orders t o shoot priaonera of war or Al lied civiliana end/or 

aiding and abet t ing in the givtng of such o r ders or being reaponsible 

tha r efor . 

Group 2i All those accused who are charged with ao tual 

pa rti c ipation in the • hooting or kill i ng of priaonera of •ar or Allted 

civilian• . 

May it please the Court , I '1'0uld like to add to what I have 

read1 

Tho De:t'enae reepeotfully reque1ta that , in conaide:ring th.ill 

motion , the Court should not pan on the principle of superior comi.and 
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u a deten.1e CU" •• mitigation. Th• motion 1hould be oonsidered 1olely 

on gro\ll!P• of fairneu and expedienoy. The trial of the accused H 

presently constituted would be 1101t untlir and prejudicial to their 

right•, atnoe not only would they han to defend themlalTol again1t 

the aooua1tion1 of the Proaeoution, but, also, one aooused wculd have 

to defend himself against another. •ot only would they have to cro11-

examine the Prosecution' 1 witnenea, but they lt'ould have to engage in 

extensive oron•exmnination emobg1t them1elve1. Furthermore, and enn 

ro.ore important, h where one defendant aoouaes another and then ohooaea 

not to tllke the stand, the defendant acouaed will be deprived of his 

moat pa ramount right, to--1fit, the right to croe:a- e:xBn ine the accuaer . 

It is ap parent how a trial of the accused as pres ently con... 

st i tuted, with one a.caused involving another end oross ...examination 

runongat themaelvea, woul d only contuse the iuues and complicate the 

tri•L By this motion, the Defense desires nothing more then t o expe-­

dl te the trial, and not deley it; to have a clear, smooth trial without 

depriving the accused of any of their most euential rights. 

The i dee.l •situation, from reocgniud criminal procedure, in • 

cue where no conspiracy la alleged, is to aanr the case into 74 di1 -

tinct triftls. The Defense concedes the.t this J.a not practical and 

r9ooramends the next bes t practical solution: two separat e trinll com• 

posed of 60 aooueed charged with actua l killing and 14 accused char gad 

me r ely with being responsibl e t he refor . 

I might add, let us t irat determine if the alleged killing• 

took place and who committed them before even considering the question 

of responsibil i ty therefor . 

The Defense ie now prepared to go to trial with respect to 

the 6o accused ch&rged wi th actual participation i n the alleged killing•. 

Thank you . 

PROOECUTION I I f the Court please, do any other Defen1e counsel 

wt.ah to argue this question before we mawerf 

DEFENSE1 Hot u .f'a r ae th• Deffnee ii eet1.eert1ei . 
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PROSBCUTIOI, It not, Capt. Bhuuolc•r will an...r tor th• Pro••· 

oution. 

CAPr. SBUKAODRt The Detenae ha• moffd the Court. tor • H-.eranoe 

ot tM aoouaed H the detendant1 in this oase. We •hould like to point 

out again, if the Court please, thet we han charged that the aocu1ed 

acted together H pe.rtie1 concerned. They are thu1 charged •• joint 

perpetraton. 

It ii oonceinble,' of oouru, that 101111 of the accused might 

urge at their detenee that they acted on auperior ordera of aome of the 

oo-accu.1ed. The•• e.couaed Jl\ight deny having giTen auoh order•. Such 

defenses are not conmen or sympathetic, but, we aubmlt, are not so an­

tagoni atio as to prejudice the subatentia l righta of any accused. 

rurthermore., if' it be ~rue, H alleged in the oherge, that 

the nBmed aoouaed acted togather .i n this shooting and killing of 

p r i aonera of war, each accused beoamo a cog-Wheel in a moh•trous 

daughter machine . Now each such cog-wheel or group or such oog--1fheel• 

oomi,s into court and d"man.ds a severance aa a matter or right beoauae 

their teeth meah leas smoothly when they drip with blood than when 

oiled with prospecta of Tiotory. If the charge that thil multi--pronged 

rlolation of the law, ot war, j ointly engaged in by all the accuaed, 

ii supported by the evidence .... if, in other words , our charge be true 

the Deten• • ia, in eff'ect , i ns :ilting t bat each individual, or a t leut 

certain gr oup• , ahould be tried separately because the roles they 

played in the bloody tragedy varied or stemmed from unsympathetic, if 

not antll.gonhtic, souroea. They demand, we submit, a retail i ng or 

justice for wholeu.le daughter. 

Beyond recent war cri1cea triallll, precedent tor j oint triala 

-.• of suoh large numbers i s probably rare. It 1a good that it is ao, for 

when in the hiatory of ciYili2ied warfare haa there been such a reversion

• 
to sadistic barba r ism. aa is implied i n the charge! Precedent is a• 
nluable eid in the administrati on of justi ce, but not a ahaokl• by ... 'W'h1cb the enaa of justice are to be thwarted • 
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• on thi• point the Cale ii oloaely analogou• to th• riot aad 

mob Tiolenoe ouea th11.t haw 0011'8 betore our 01111 1tate Nid federal 

oourta. The Supr... Court ha• oonaiatently upheld the dil oretion ot 

the trial oourt1 ill denying the aotion1 for 1everanoe in 1uoh oue1. 

It i a very 11ell aattled that the question ot granting a aenranoa H 

between defendant• jointly indicted 111 a matter that resta entirely 

within the diaoretion ot the court. 

The ProHoution aubmite that a joint trial ot all aoouaed 

will deprive no aoouaed of hh 1ub1tantial right• , and thl\t no inju.1 .. 

t ioa will be done ~hereby, but that, on the other hand, Hperate 

triala for e ach aocuaed or f'or u nral group• of them would not only 

entail tm.neceuary expend! ture of acaroa proteuional effort, great 

repetition i n the calling ot witneuea and t he preaentati on of erl­

denoe . and interminable de lay, but such tr i o.ls would make a mookery- of 

our supposed strai gh t - jacketed Anglo-b .Gr i can 1ystem of jurilpr udence. 

We re1peot:f'ully inai1t., therefor e , that a wiae and juat exer­

oi ae of dis cretion by the Court demand • a single trial of all t he ac ­

ouaed, end that the motion f or severance should be overruled. 

0 CAPT. NARVID1 If i t please the Co\rt, with respect t o precedent, 

may I 1t ate that there is no precedent t h111 t can be quoted for this c111e . l 
This cue ii wi t hout precede n t . I t cannot be add there h ,iny 1imi­

l arity between a oonoentration oal!p caae -- a oaae baul v-J.ng b r utalit y 

and ki llings du r i ng a l ong period of t i me under nOrmal oond itiona , 

p r i or t o t he wa r and dur i ng the war. In t ho1e oue1, not only w111 in­

t er nationa.l l aw rlo l ated, but the law1 of humanity, by civilian• or 

military authority, were rtolated. 

The incident• in thia osse occurred dur ing the moat deape r ate 

combat situation in the h istory of th is war . There iB no b l!ll ia tor 

• us ert ing that there "W U any common dea ign i n it. Kil l i ngs occur red in 

StaTel ot and Petit Thie r "Which h ad no r elationship with each other . 

Numer ous i ncidents alleged had no r e la t ionship with the nthera with re ­

spect to personnel involved 1 oommN1d)q.& offioera or men . 
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Thia 1• not a oue where goT•rmunt offio iale or general 

etatt h charged 1fi th plann1 g a war which sh01111 or indicate• a oolll'Oon 

design. and then the crime• are alleged u a result of that de1ign. 

Thia ii a oue involving II eerie• of isolated, unrelated inoidenta. 

A• · I have 1tated previously, I r eapeottully aak thi1 Court 

to grant thia motion for senranoe. Severance ia a matter of diaora• 

tion with t h e Court. Thia will not delay the trial, but, in t he 

opinion of the Defense, expedite it, since it will aYOid extenaiw, 

unneoeaaary oroaa-exe.mination runong aooused and wil l preclude a denial 

of t he most esaential right of s.11 aooused , to-wit , the r ight to crou­

examine the accuser . 

0 Thenk you . 

CAPI'. SHUMACKER 1 Nothing f urthe r, i f it pleeae the Court . 

If the Court ploaae, I would like to make t his one furth(l r 

obs ervation t 

I t is anert"d, in ar gument by counsel , that the p r actical 

way to try this case i s t o divide the defendants into two groups. He 

suggests , as I underetl\lld it , that thene gr~1ups b~ composed, f i rst, o f 

thos e who gave orders, and secondly , those who perpliltre.ted o r committed 

tho actual ove r t acts. Such a s ugges t ion solves abs olutely nothing . 

In the first place, in one group you might have n battnlion conimande:­

who go. ·;o crdcro , 11."ld hie platoon loader who pc.need them on, So tho 

platoon leader is going to ins i st tr.at bis participo,tion , his s.iding 

and abetting , in this crime we.a done on the orders of hia battalion 

commender . 

.. 
In the second place , we chf!.rge members of this fil'at group 

that hes been suggested as aiding and e.bett!ng in the crin:e, lie expect 

the proof ta sh0111 that their oiding and abettitig consisted in the gh·­

0 

ing of orders . They , therefore, become accesr.ories befo r e tho fact . 

rt is elementary, now, that en accessory bef'lre the fact is 

equally guilty u • prinoipe.l. And how •re "Ne going to :.how that a 

men who gave e.n order lfaB responsible H an aeceeaory before the f eet , 
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tried aa a principal for the killing of prhone_rs of war, if we don't 

try the oHe at one time and 1how that priaonera of war w9re killed? 

One further obaerntion, it 1 t pleaH the Courts It ia 

uaerted by the Detenae that the1e aro unconnected enr¢a cthat took 

place. The.t does not go to the plead i ng, but 1oe1 to the proof. The 

Prosecution expect• t o show that they were quite connected, and were 

not di1oonnected, ilohted eventa. 

Nothing further for the Proaecution. 

COL. RCSENFELD1 Thero be i ng no objection by the Court, the Law 

Member will render the decision in behalf of the President . 

The granting of a motion for senrance i s "W i thin the discre­

tion of the Court. The Cou r t , in the instant case, i s guided by the 

decision in the Dachau cue, -which has been upheld on r evie•, -whei-e 

over 40 e.ccuaed were tried at one time, and the decision jn the recently 

compl eted Mauthe.uaen case , in whi ch 61 aoouaed ,.,ere tr i ed. The Court 

is furthe r guide d by Section 2 of the Technical Manud for Legal end 

Prieon Offi cers, page 20 , paragr &ph 205 , whe rein i t is ateted th&t these 

courts are designed to eatablish a system of justice wh i o'b, in the in­

t e rest of military security, is speedy, effective , and unhampe r ed by 

.,. 
unnecesury techn ie""11t:1ea, and whioh , at the s11.me time, raanifee tly 

conforma to t he high s tandard a of Anglo..A:ffler i ce.n jueti ce . 

Bearing in mind the e.bove rule , and !'urthsr bearing in mind 

the p r eviou&ly-mentioned Dachau and Juuthauaen cues , the motion for 

sever ance is denied . 

DEFENSE: M~ it please the Cour t , a t t h i s time i t ia the deaire 

of the Defense counsel to present to t hh Court a motion to make the 

bill of pat·tioulars r.ore certs.in, Lt. Wahle r will read this motion to 

the Court . 

LT. WAHLERt In our p leadings the re is set f orth -what we te rm a 

.1peo:1fic bill ot portioulara , dated 8 April 1946 , Wow, I believe you 

wiil find that the chaTges ne' attached to your douier -- that 18 , U 

you will refer to Valentin Berlin. he ia charged with one or two indi .. 
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Tidual ottenaH. • !low, our bill of particulars wh iob WI.I aernd on ua 

ha• l ia ted the name and enumerated the charge againa t each indiTidual. 

Now, that ii what we are referring to H the apeoirt o bill of partiou-

la/ 
Th• defendants, by the 1r duly appointed Defense oounaeh, 

1110..-e the Court to quaah certain portion, of the bill of partioulara 

dated 8 i.pril 19¥, heretofore filed again1t them •• a part of the 

partioulara of the firat charge of the charge sheet dated 11 April 

191.p, and •• part of the pert:Soulara of the first charr;e of the aupplo­

mental charge sheet dated 17 April 1946, or, in the altorne.th·e , i'or a 

rule on the Froaeoution to file a more particularized bill of partieu.. 

lars, for the fol l owing reaaona 1 

Tho part:\culara of the tir e t oharte of the charge aheet aal 

aupplementa l ohe.rge sheet dated 11 April and 17 April 1946 are identi­

cal. They f11il to dhcloae the a.Peolf ic inoidsnta and datea of offenaea 

wit h which the defendant• have been oharr;ed. The partioultlrs alle ge a 

blanket indictment age.inst all of the defendmta for a aerhs of un­

oonnooted events whioh occurred between e speci f ied pe r iod of time 

0 namely, 16 December 1944 to and inc l ud ing l :3 January 1945. 

The Prosecution, anticipating a mot ion of thi a type , served 

the defendants ' duly sppointed counsel with a s epara t e bil l of particu­

lars bear ing t h@ da t e of 6 April 1946. Thil separate bill of particulars 

0 has been made a pe r t o f tho douiera and the pleadings in this one. 

The separa t e bill of particulars bears .th• fol101ting intro­

ductory pa ragraph , 

"'!'he Prosecution aubm.itc , without being limited 
the r eby, the .fo l lowing list of offenaes which it expect• 

• • to prove against the accuaed named herein:" 

Such a limitation is without precedent i n r,, i- ope r pleading . 

The separate bil l of puticulera M a beoome part of the particullara of 

the first charge of the c harge sheet dated 11 April 1946 and the 

par·ii.ulara oL' tile .ti.rat charge of the ctie.rge she•t da ted 17 April 1946. 
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The Pl'oaeout n should be boua.d and limited u to proof by the particu• 

l•r• u Ht forth in thia aepante bill of particulan. 

It 1a. thllref'ore, requea t ed and 1u1:mitted that thi• phrue 

"without being limited thereby" be atricken from tho s epar ate bill of 

particular• dated 8 April 1946 . and that the Proaecution will be 

limi ted in i ta aoope of proof to the ohargH therein aet forth. Should 

the Pr osecution d1,at re to go beyond the ohergea thereili, contained, 

th
1
eir proper remedy would be to aubm1t a requeat to ,the Court and, with 

the Court1 s perminion, amend the ir 1epar1te bill of ~articulara dated 

8 April 1946. By this method of procedure, the DetenH will not be 

subjected to the element of aurprhe or hsving to anticipate evidence 

which may go beyond the acope of the aepart1te bill of particulars. 

The Def ense f urther specifically objects to the followint 

charges listed in the separate bill of partioula ra • dated 6 April 1946. 

against the fol lowing--ne.med defend ants 1 

Fr iedricti. Christ . Oberatunnf\lehrer (lat Lt .), Compfl.ny Commander 
~- Co., 1st Bn ., 1st SS Pz , Regt., l.SSAB 

Para. 5. Wu responsible i'or the shootings of priBoner• 
of wa r by men of hie oompf\ny between 16 De cember 1944 and 13 January
1945. 

Josef Diefenthal, Sturmbann1'uehrer (Ma j or), Beittal ion Commander 
3rd tin •• Pz. Gr, Regt., LSSAH 

Para . 4- waa responsible for the shootings of prisoners 
of' war by men of his battalion between 16 December 1944 and 13 Je.nuary
1945. 

Rans Hennecke . Untersturm.fuehrer (2nd Lt,), Pletoon Leader 
~ la t Pz . Co . , lat Bn. , 1at SS P1. Regt., LSS.A.H 

Par . 6. Was responsible for t he shootinge of' prisoners of 
war and a l lied civilians by men of hie platoon between 16 December 
1941. and 13 Jonuary 1945 . 

Benoni Junker, Ober eturmf'\Jehrer (bt Lt . ), Company Commander 
---stli Pz. Co., lat Bn., lat SS Pz . Regt. , LSSAH 

Pare. 2 . Was responsible tor the shoot ints of priaoner• of' 
wor find P. llied civilians by men of his company between 16 Dnoember 1944 
end 13 January 1945 . 

Erich Muenkemer , Unteraturmfuehre r (2nd Lt . ), Platoon Leader 
~., 7th Pz . Co ., lat Bn,, ht SS Pz , Regt . 1 LSSAR 

Pare. 2. Wet reapor.aible for thft shootings of' prii.oners of 
war by- men of his platoon betweea 16 Deoember 19~ an(! 13 Jenuu-•.r 
1945. 
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Jof\chim Pe~ira Standartenfuehrer (Col.), Regimental Commander e 

a S Pi. Regt., (Bettle Group Peiper) LSSAH 

Para. 7. Wea reeponaible for the J hootinga of prisoner, ot 
war end allied oivil i ftlll by men of hh regiment and battle group be­
twoon 16 December 19L4 and 13 January 1945, 

Georg Preuss. He.upteturmtuehrer (Capt.), Company Comm~nder 
~th Pr.. Or. Co ., 3rd Bn., 2nd Pa. Gr. Regt., LSBAll 

Para. 3. lfu reaponeible tor the shootings ot priaonera of 
war by men of his compeny between 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945. 

Hoinz Rehaf"!• Unteraturmfuehrer {2nd Lt.), Phtoon Leader 
s Pl., 7th Pz. Co. 1 1st Bn., lat SB Pz.Regt., LSSAR• Para. 3. ffaa re1pon1ible tor the ebootinge: of priaonere ot 

we.r by men of hie pb.toon be·twoen 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945. 

Erich Rumfg, Obe r s tunnfueh rer ( l at Lt •. ), Company Commander 
th Pz. Pi. Co., 1s t SS Pr.. Regt., LSSAH 

() Para. 6. Was resp onsible for t he shoo t ings of pr isoners of 
war and Bllied civiliona by ID.en of his oompM.y batween 16 De cembe r 1944 

( ) and 13 JonuAry 1945 . 

Frenz Sievers, Oberstur!llfuehr6r { ls t Lt .), Company Commander 
-----;i=a Pz. Pi . Co., 1st Pi . Bn., ISSAH 

Para. 4. Was respons ible fo r t h e shootings of p r is oners of 
wa r by men of his company be tween 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945, 

Hans Siptre"tt, Hauptscherfuehrer (M/Sgt . ). Platoon Leade r 
~ Pl., 7th Pz . Co. , l Gt Bn ., ht SS Pz . Regt. , t.BSAH 

Pa ra . 3 . Was r e sponsible f or t he shootlngs of prisoner s of 
war by men of hi~ pb toon between 16 Dec ember 1944 and 13 J nnuRry 1945 . 

Heinz Tomhardt , Oberatur mf uehrer (1st Lt .). Company Commende r 
~ Pz . Gr. Co ., 3rd Bn., 2nd Pz. Gr. Rogt ., LSSAH0 

Para , 2 , Wu responsible for thA sbooting11 of p r iBonors of 

( ) wa r and all ied civi l isne by men of h i s company bcitween 16 December 1944 
and 13 January 1945, 

Hermann Priess , Gl'uppenfuebrsr (Lt , Gen . ) , Commanding General 
---ri'f:73S Pz. Corpe , 6th SS Pr.. Army 

Para. 2 . Was responsible for the shootings of pr1.aoners of 
war and allied civilians by offioe re and men of Combat Gr oup Peiper 
between 16 Decomber 19L4 and 13 January 1945 . 

Rana Gruhle , Houptaturmfuehrer (Capt.) , Adjutant 
------rst SS Pr., Regt. , LSSAH 

Para . 4, Was reaponflible fo r the shootings of prisoners of 
war Rnd allied c ivi lians b y men of t he ls t SS Pr. . Rect- be tween 16 
December 1944 and 13 January 1945 ,. 

OakAr Klingelhoefer I Rauptsturmfuehrer ( Cap t . ). Company Comm.Ander 
/th P1. Co ., lst Bn,, ht SS Pz. Regt. , LSSAH 

Para. 2. W98 respon~ible tor the shootings of prisoners of 
war by men of hi.s eol!lpeny bet,ri,oen 16 December 1944 and 13 Januery 1945 . 

Hein~ Hendel, Ha.tptaoharfuehrer (](/Sgt.), Platoon Leader 
~ l., 11th Pl , Gr. Co ., }rd Bn, , 2nd Pr..Gr.Regt., WSAB 

Para, 2. Was responsible f or the shooti ngs of prisoner• of 
wAr and allied civilians by men o! his platoon between 16 December 1944 
and 13 Januory 1945 , 
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J01ef (Sapp) Dietrich, Oeneralob.erat {Gen.), Aney- Commander 

6th~Affi¥ 
Para. 2. Wu reapon,ible tar the 1hooting1 of prilo.nera of 

war and allied oirllians by off'ioere and men or Combr,t Oro p Peipar 
between 16 December 19J.4 and 13 January 1945. 

Friedel Bode, unterachartuehrer (Sgt.), Group Lee.der 
_~d Pl., 3rd Pz. Pi. Co. , let Pi. Sn., LSSAB 

Para. 3. Wu respons ible ror the ahootinge of pri.lonera ot 
war by men of hil group betlreen 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945 . 

Gustav Knittel, Sturmbenntuehrer ( Ma j.), Bn. Commander 
~econ. Bn., LSSAH 

Para. 4. Wu reaponaible tor the shooting• of pri soners of 
warand allied oi viliana by officers and men of hia battalion between 
16 December 1944 and 13 January 191'"5• 

>.rndt Fi aoher, Untersturmfuehrer (2nd Lt .) , Adjutant 
-,n- Bn., lat SS Pz. Regt ., LSS&R 

Para. 2. Wae responsible for the shootings of pri11one r s of 
war md allied civilians by offi cers and men of the 1 st Battal ion 
between 16 December 19 44 and 13 January 1945. 

Kurt Bri eseme iater. Unteraoh or fuehre r (Sgt.), Tanlc Comnander 
ht Pl., let Pr:. Co. , 1st Bn., ht SS Pz. Regt., LSSAH 

Para. 4. Was reepons ibl e for the shootings of prisoner s of 
war and all ied civil ians by men of hi• tenk orew between 16 December 
191'4 end l 3 January 1945, 

Manfred Coblen z, 0bersturmfu11threr (ht Lt.), Company Commander 
~ o. , lat Reoon. Bn., LSSAH 

Pe r a. 2. Was reapons iblc, for the shootings of prisoners of 
war and allied civi l i ans by officera and men of his company between 
16 Docomb•r -1944 and 13 January 1945 , 

FritB Kraemer, Br:l.gadefuehrer (Brig. Gen. ), Chief of Staff 
~ ss p,. Arrey 

Pe.ra, 2. Was responsible for the ahootings of pr isoners of 
war end allhd civi l i ans by offioer11 and men of Combat Group Peiper 
be tween 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945 . 

The above ohs r ges fo llow a general pattern of a b lanket 1n.. 

dictment against the aboTe .. namd defendant. , allegin& responsibility 

for the shooting of priaonora of -war and allied civi.liens by men of 

thei r respective unit. during t he period from 16 Dece:mbttr 1944 to 13 

January 1945 , 

The Defen1e oontonds that these ehM"ges are too i ndefinite 

and Tague and, thi,refore , preohrle the a ccused f r om_ preparing an ade ­

quste defense . 

Tho f o l101Jing controlling guide for thU Cou.rt ii found in 

Seotion 6, subparagraph ( 2 ), Subjeot , Rules of Procedure in Military 
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Oonrmaent Court., page 34, T•ohnioal Manual tor Legal and prhon 

Ottioer•, Second Edition, aubjeot1 llilitary Gonnwent, Germany, •• 

tollow11 

"Ba.oh charge 1hall di1ouH one often•• only and 1ball be 
partioularized 1uffioi1ntly to idsntity place, time and 
the eubject matter of the alleged otf1n1e, and •hall 
8peoH'y the provisions wider wh1.oh th& oftenai, ii charged." 

Th• place or incident, u well at the date of the offenH, 

with which the aocuHd are charged, a.e hereinabove Ht forth, i• not 

auffioiently particularized u required by the a'hon 1ection. 

For thia reHon, it 1• r11peo11fully requested that th• 

charges referring to the above-named defendant• be atricken on the 

grounds that they nre too indefinite and ngue to appriH the respao ... 

tive defendant s of the orimea for 'Which they are being charged , end 

that t he phrase "witho.ut being lil'llitsd thereby" be stricken. 

With the Court• e permiuion, the Defense hes no objection to 

the amendment of' the supplententel blll o r par ticulars by the Proaecu tion 

to meet these objeotione, but, e.t the s l!llle time, nllowing the Defense to 

prep are an adequate defens e to the amended oharge s , if ·they are mads . 

FROSECUTION1 If the Court pleaae, do o.ny other DBf'eneo counsol 

wish to argue this motion? 

DEFENSE1 No . 

PROOECUTION1 If not , Cept . Shumacker wi ll again answer fo r the 

Pro eeoution . 

CAPT . Sm:JMACKER: If it please the Court , o. motion has been filed 

by the dofendants to quash the charge or , in the slternetive , for a rule 

to require tbs Pro•eoution to file a bill of particulars. The numer ous 

reae ona f or t he motion may be fa irl y Gwmnarized , we believe , as f ollows 1 

1. The charge and par ticulars fail to d i sclose tho specific 

inoidents and date of otfenllea for which the defendent8 have been chnrged . 

• 2. The par ticula rs al l ege a blanlcet indiobnent againiet all 

of the defendants for a ser iol of unconnected ev-ents . 

3. The charges are too indefinite and vague and , therefore, 

preclude the accused trom prepari ng an adequate defense. 
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In reply, the Proaeoution aulnitl that it 1a a tundaiuntal 

rule ot pleading that the offenae alleged need not be 1tated with •0¥ 

more definitaneu than the nature of the offenH penaita. It ii be­

lieved, and the Proaeoution inaiata, that thi1 rule hu been complied 

with. The period of time alleged is ~omparatively abort .... 29 days, 

to be exaot, Th• plaou nll'lled, though twelve in number, torm a com• 

paratively small area, of which fact the Court may and will , •• a11um&, 

take judic ial knowledge - · many of them being small Tillages a few 

kilometers ~pe.rt, 

The nature of the offense ia certainly olear1 -the il1 00 trea~ 

ment. shooting and killing of members of the armed forces of t he Uni tod 

Statea of knerloa end of Allied civilians. 

The Supreme Court of the United Statea , in In re Yamuhita, 

1aid 1 

"Obviousl y charges of vlolationa of' the law of ,.,ar triable 
before a military tribunal need not be s t ated •ith the preoi­
aion of a common l e:w indi ctJnent . Cf . Colline v . McDonald , 
supra, 42'0. But we oonolude th13.t the allegations of the 
charge , teated by any reuonnble standard, ndequately alletea 
a violation of the le:w of war Rnd that the commi s sion had 
authority to try and decjdfl thE> issue llhich lt rahed . Cf . 
Deely v. United States , 152 U. S. 539 J Wil lie.ms on v . United 
States, 207 U, S. 425, 447J Olauer v. United Sb.tee, 315 U. 
~ 66, and oaae11 cited. 

What is t he real purpose of a charge or an indi ctment? Ite 

prime purpose , of course , is to inform thE> aoc u~ ed or th" defend•nt of 

the, c rime 'W t t h which he is chei.r~od with sufficient defini tonesa so that 

he can prepare hla defenoe . Can it be seriously conttmdli!id that any 

aoouHd before this Court, whE>n the char ge \7IH• :erved upon him and a 

oopy thereof with R German tro.nalat i on 'WBS handed to l:.im, did not kn.ow 

or uuderatend the off onsa with 1'1hioh he was charged? Certainly each 

ac.ruaed lcn011s whether or not he waa at or l n the vicinity of the 

places a ll eged between 16 December 1944 and 13 January 1945 . Csrts:lnly 

each accused knowe whether or not he ill - treated , &.bused , tortured , 

shot, or killed .r..nericen prisooora or l'l'er or Allied civlliena at ttuo:b 

plaeos dll.r 1ng the pe r ioJ ellegvd , end he knows lfhetber or not he per­

mitted , enooure.ged , aided, obetted , or p&r ti c ipeted therein . 
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It 1a true t hat the charge ls a bllJJlket or mass indictmeot. 

The otrena:e elleged 11 likewiae mass shooting and killing. It is 

clear from the charge thot the opere.t1on or the accused wu a continu­

ing one u to both time and place, that the shooting and killing of 

American priaonars of war and Allied civilians we.a a continuing 

oriminel act . The faot that the victim• were numerous or occurred 

from t he time they firat met the Amerioone until their retrant doea 

not , we submit , make the opore.tion and t he criminal ect • seriee of 

unconnected events 1·equiring t. sepo.rate chRrge t or eech o.ocu.eed aa to 

eeoh viotinl. 

Suppose one of the accuaed '11&!3 • . company commander and, 11 

such, gave an or der to hie men prior to ru1 offens lve to teke no prhon­

ers of war. or that they and Allied civilians should be shot . Suppose 

that . pursuant to said order• mon i n his compeny did shoot prisoners 

of war -- not ono prisoner, but several - - not at one placF.1 on one 

date . but et s everal places on different dates. Is it not true that 

the instigat ion of murder by the iseuance of such an order wns sineulsr 

i nsof e. r as a cr1mtna l offense ie conoerned? 

The act is an!llogous to a situation where A, the le!lder of 

an arson gang , issues instructi ons to B, C, D, E and F, members of hla 

i s.n&, to set f' i re to a hotel , or t o eve ry hotel in the county . Ordors 

are cur ied out a nd a thousand people burn to dee.th. Is the deeth of 

aach vic t im e. s~peira:te offense For "Wh i ch each member of the gang must 

be indicted and tried seps.re.tely'i We ere conf ident the queetion answers 

itadr . 

Aa stated above , •e charge that t he accused e.ctad together 

in the shootini; and killing of prisoners of war end All ied civilicna . 

That t his offense we.a , in fac t and i n ef fect , a Bingle , contiq.u ing 

c r iminal o_perstion is a matter of pr oof , and the l'rosecution is prepored 

to prove the charge by ample and competent evidence . 

The r e is reference in defe1Jdanta ' motion to s bill of par­

t i cuh.ra that was served upon Chief Col.tlHl f or the Oefenae at the time 
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the charges were served, and i t 1a ate.tod that aame ia a part of the. 
pleading,. The ao-oe.lled bill of part:lculu·• wea aim.ply a atatemen t 

of' •hat we expectfld to prove waa the part each aoouaed played in the 

perpetration of the often•• H ohnrged. It g11ve the unit , rank, etc., 

ea to u .ch accused. With thia materiel , the Defanse was liJcewile 

handed a narrntive statement oo?taining infonnation as to tho route of 

march of t he German column, the comporient elements of the column, ate . 

Defense counsel wu likewise furn i ah,;,c\ with a copy of the I. G. report 

and thEt Shaer Report Qover in c; the massacr e o f filne rican pr isoner s at 

the orosar oada aouth of Malmedy . At ~ later dote. Defense counsel ••• 

0 given copies of almost al 1 of the oonfeuiona in the hands of the Prose• 

u oution . Obvioudy, none of this ma terial forms e. part o f the plead ing• 

i n the caL!le. The info rmat ion waa fumiL!lhed t o tlL!lsist the Defenae in • 

mor e expi,id i tioua preparation of the i r caae. 

A s imi lar mot ion was r e.hod i n t he tr i a l of the lfau t heuaen 

Concentration Camp c u e , where 61 defend an t s we re charged wi t h sub­

ject ing Allied nat i ona ls to abueea • tortures, beetings and killinr;• 

within o ne twork of camps or eide - 0M1p8 over a pe riod of about t h r ee 

() and a half ye-9..rs . In that c ase the Court he ld that the charge vies 

pr oper • overruling the motion to quash . 0 
We r espectfully ins ist , t he r efor e , t hat t.he charge and par­

ticul a rs ar e s uffic!ent l y defi ni te t o apprise t he a c cuse d of the offense 

with which they are chArged , and tha t the motion should be overruled . 

LT. WAHLER1 If the Court pleue. I would like t o make a short 

Qnswer to the argument 01' t he Proaecution1 s cowisel . 

The ffrst thing that I wou d like to discuss lei the one 

clause thet we request be stricken from t he bill of particulars, "-wi1th­

out being l imited thereby ." 

Counsel has raised t he ques tion that the b i ll of pa r ticular• 

1'&8 served npon us as a mere gratui ty. end that they ahouldn 1 t be bound 

by what they gave us . Well , if this Court had been 11ppo in ted pou ibly 

a :,reek or ten days a.go , we ll'Ould he.Te approached the Court at the.t time , 
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requesting that the ProHoution be compelled to gin ua .a bill ot 

particulars by which they would be bound. They did, however, give us 

what they term a bill of partioulara in their own worda. and we oon• 

tend that they should be bound -- that that b i ll of part i cular• hH 

beccme a psrt of their pleading• and they 1hould, therefore, be bound. 

Counsel further cited th• YNnnabita oue. If we cons ider 

the aotu&.l faota in the Yamuhita cue, we •ill note that there lfH 

one charge againat Oen. Yamuhita, which was u follows 1 

"While commander of armed forces of Japan at war wit h 
the United States of America and ita Allie•. he unlawfully 
d t srege rded and fa iled t o d i s charge his duty a{I O0lllll8.nder 
to contro l the oper l!ltion :s of t he members of his command,0 permittin , them to commi t brutal atrocities and other high 
c rime s agains t people of the Unite d St !ltes and i t e Ul ies 

t) and dependencies• perti oularl y t h e Phi lippi nes• and he 
the reby violat ed t he l aw• of war. tt 

Prior to trial in the Yemuhita oaae. counsel f or tho de• 

fendmt appeared before the Milit ary Commi aaion, a nd t he following 1a 

quoted by the Court1 

"Bills of par t icule. rs file d by the p r osecu t i on by order 
of the Commiu i on al l ege a ae r ie s of ac ts, 123 in number, 
conuni tted by membere of the f orc el!I un'1f'l r pet itioner' a oom­
m!lnd during t he pe r i od mentioned." 

The Court goes on furthe r to specify one particular item0 
which was contained in tho bill o f pa rtioul o r a , and t here t hey s ay thet 

a deliberate plan end purpose to mane.o r e 25, 000 men end women i n the 

province of Batangss by the Japanese had been ordered. The Court there 

realized the necenity or set t ing fo r th with particularity the particu­

lar crimes for which the defendant wu forced to answer •

• 
We are uking the 11m1e thing in thi8 particullll" c11se . We 

are merely requesting that the ProHcution be limited in i ts method of 

proof to the allegation• set forth in the i r bill of particular1. If 

the tenn can be excu1 ed , we don' t care t o have the Prosecution going 

• on a fishing expedition at t he expenae of our defende.nta, 

The question waa rahed as to military courts not requiring 

the particularity of an :W.dJ.otm,,11,t . Vfo a"ree. We are not aaking that 

the pleadings conform ll'ith a common law indictment. All th11.\ we lQ"e 
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••kin.g h that the dafen.dan.tl be appriled with what they are ohe.rged.' 

• and that 1• merely in oomplianoe with the rulea of the Manual. • 

Wow, concerning the 1eoond part, wherein veriou• defendant• 

are charged with a blanket indictment of' shooting• between the period 

ot , time ot Daoembar 16, 1941-l , to the 13th o!' January, 1945, •• raiH 

the tame problem. The defendanta are ent i tled to know 1n what villaga 

their men have committed crime• , the date those orimea were committed, 

and 11hat men of his unit committed the orimea. In no way are thoee 

problem11 met in this blanke t charge. 

Thst is all , 11' the Court pleue . 

CAPI'. SHUMA.CKER1 Nothing f urthe r, if t.'ie Cour t please . 

COL. ROSENFELih There being no objection by tr.e Court , the t,aw 

Member will mllke the ruling on behalf of the President. 

>..n offense mus t be stated in as definite a nature u oircum­

stanoes permit . In the Instant c e.se . an a llegat i on of the violation of 

the laws and useges of war is charged by ,the Prosecution . Violation• 

of t he l aws and usages of wa r ere rethe r b r o nd , but they must nece s sarily 

be so because of the offenses committed . 

The b i ll of particulars -- or t he charge , I should uy - - as 

presented to the Def ense by the Prosecution, 1._hte a variety of c r imes 

oomrni tted ove r a period of 29 days. The bu r den of proving tho•e cri.mea 

is upon the Prosecution . The Prosecut ion hes submitted to the Defen se 

what the Def ens e calle d e bi ll or par ticular&, which , in effect, is 

addi tional information l'thioh was a vailable in the h11.nds of the Defetlse . 

The submi.S aion of thh additional infonnation does not , at this atage , 

limit the Prosecution under the cl-.a rge as filed . 

The Court ia mindf u l of the Yim.ashi ta cue , whe r e the Supr~me 

Cour t of the Un ited St ate s held that charges of vi ole:tions of Jaws of 

war triable before a milita ry tribunal need not be stated l'li t h thv pre ­

o'l.11ion of a common law ind ioibaont. The Court ts f"urther guhle d- by the 

decision on a sirailar motion in the Mauthauaen case , where the same 

ill anea we:re a r gued and the motion denied . 
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• If tbe proof is not prod uoed on· the part or the Prosecution. 
which i• covered b t the charge end allegationa , the Defen•e then hfll 

as its privilege a motion to atrike. 

The motion to mske..the bill of particulars more ce rtain h 

denied. 

DBFBNSE1 May it phase the Court , there are no further motions 

at thi; time on the part of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT1 The Court ta adjourned, to meet at 083() tomorrow aom.• 

ing, 

(Whereupon the Court, at 1720 houra , e.dJol.lrned until the tollo"Wing 

day-, to be reconvened at 083() hour• on 17 May 1946,) 

• 

• ..... . .. • 
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 0830 , 17 
Na:, 1946,) 

PRESIDEll'1'1 Tal-ce aeatl . The court will 
come to order. . 

PBOSECUTIONi It the court please, let. 
the record ahow t hat all of t ,he raembera of t he cou~t, all of the 

aembers of the proeecu.tion and of the defense are preHnt , encl 

the reporter ia preaent. If the court pleaaea, there are two 

additional interpreters to be sworn t h il morning . 

(Whereupon Lieutenant Werner Conn and Mr. 

Herbert. Rosenstock, Wa.r Crimea Divieion, Headquarters Third Un­

ited States Army, were sworn as int erpreters. ) 

PRESIDENT ; If t here a r e any witnesse s 

in t he courtroom wh o intend t o appea r f or either t he pr osecu­

tion or the defense I they should now leave the courtroom. 

TJA: If the court p l eas es , a l a rge num­

ber of t h e pr osecution staff will be ,-,ttnee s es in t h i s case, a t 

one time or ano ther, duri?JG the p roceedi ngs . 

PRES IDENT: It i s not essential, in t he ir 

case . Th e accused ttill nov p l ead --

DC : May it p lease the court , if it is 

t he desire of the court to i n terrogate each witne ss individually 

as to his p l ea , we would like to say at t h is time that each of 

the accused bas been interrogated individually a.nd they a ll de ­

sire to p l ead "not guilty" . 

PRESIDENT : Very well, that is acceptable 

to the c ourt and would expedi te the proceedi ngs . 

DC: All of t he accused p l ead not @'U.il ty 

a s charged . • ... 
091
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PBESIDEN'1'1 The court rese rve s the r ight 

to interrogate the court at a later tioe , 1~ this is necenary. 

Doe s the prosecution desire to make an opening statement? 

PROSECUTIONI If the court pleaaes, the 

prosecution doe s desire to make an opening etate.111ent. I n or­

der that the cou rt may bett er u.nderata.nd t he presentation of 

t he evidence in thil caae, \fO u ill brief ly outline t he evidence 

t hat we expect to show . 

The offensive which is referred to in 

t his trial va s known to the Germans as the Eifel Of fens ive . 

To the Americana , 1 t 16 more commonl y referred to a s the '.Battle 

of t he Bulge , t he Rundetedt Off ensiv P. or t he Ardennes Off ensive. 

We expect to show t ha.t f or t his offensive t he re existed a Gener­

al policy t o spr ead terror P.nd panic , to av enge t he so- called 

ter r or bombings, and to br eak all r es istance by aurderine; pri­

s oners of war and unar med civilians . 

I n pr epo.ra ti on for t h i s of f ensive, wh ich 

s tart ed on the 16th of December , 1944, Hitler held a meeting 

of h is Army Commander s a t :Ba.d. 1Jauhei111 on the 11th 0 1• l 2 t h of 

Dece;nber , 1944 , where he a1pol:e f or so1?1e three hours. I n this 

speech Hit ler stated t hat t he decisive hou.r for the Ge r man peo­

p le had arr ived; t hat the Array woul d hav e t o a ct ·w i t h brutal­

ity and sho\:I no humane inhibi tions ; that a uave of fright a.nd 

tor ror should precede t ho Army and that the eneoy 1 s resistance 

was to be broken with terror . 

\le expect the evidence to t.how t hat the 

6th Panzer Arm.:, , colll.llanded by tho accu s ed Dietrich, passed on 

the t enor of Hitler' s speech i n an order to it s subor dinate 

ds i n WQrds and substance to the effec t t hat " consider i ng 
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the deaperat, Bituation of the Geraan people, a wave of terror 

and fright Bhould precede the troop•; that the German aoldier 

should in thia offenaive recall the innumerable German victima 

of t he bombin&" terror; t hat e enelQ'' a resistance had to be 

broken by terror, t hat pr isoners of var wet be shot wh en the 

local conditions of c ombat should so require it." This order 

wa s paned on down through Corps , Division, a nd Reeiment. 

The lat SS Panzer Regiment, coll1lDSDded by 

the accused Peiper, paBBed on t hi o order to subordinate commands 

in word s o.nd substance to the eff ect t hat 11 t his f ight will be 

conduct ed stubbornly, wi th no regard fo r Allied :prisone rs of war 

who will have t o b e shot, i f t h e situation make s it ,necessa r y 

e.nd compels it. 11 Th i s order was rea d to Bllbordinate Coli'tll3,D.ders 

who i n t urn passed it on down to Company Com:nandero who likewise 

• passed 1t to l ower echelons and to tht! troop s . 

We expect t h e evidence to show t hat on t he 

aft er noon of t he 15t h and during t he nlaht of t he 15th-16th of 

December, nt t h e as s embly a.rea i n t he vicinity of Bl.nnkenheim. , 

Gerl'.ll8.Jl3', troop meetings were held of t he companies , p l atoons , 

and t ank g roups , wh ere t hese orders trer e g i v en t o t he troop s 

in varying degr e e s of bol dness and callou sne ss , depending up on 

t he individual speaki ng . Some troop s were t ol d t o excel in 

the k i lli ng of p r h oners of war , o. s well as in the fighting , 

others t hat t hey would i' it;ht Qf;ain in the old traditional. SS 

manner. Still others wer e told t o make p l enty of 11 Rabatz", 

which, in the SS parl ance , means t o have p lenty of fun by 

k lllinc everything that comes in sight . And again others were 

told to 11 Bump off :ve rythiD& that cru:1e before t he ir guns . 11 

All troop s we r e wa rned t hat in t he ev ent of cap t ure t he exis­

tence of t hese orde r s lilllst not be made known to t he enemy . 

Tba'I night t he troops gathered aroUld. t heir Ca.ilp fires , await­

i ng zero hour . U.D&i..t>4i "Xha ~ of .Blood. Alld the Lo~ Knives11 • 
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It was the first time this BO;)&' .had been sung in the West . 

Froia these e:peeches and activities, the troop s believed t hat 

they c ould disregard t he rules of the Geneva Convention with 

impunity and that they could fight a a they had p reviou1l.y 

done on the Ruuian front. 

The evidence will show that the 6th Pan­

zer .A.r1113 1 which was commanded by the accused Dietrich, waa 

composed, amoDg others, . of the lat SS Pu1er Corps, command­

ed by the accused Pries s ; that the 1st SS Panzer Oorp1 wa1 

compoeed, among others, of the lat SS Panzer Diviaion LSSAB 

and the 12th SS Po.nz er Division "Hitler Ju,;end". The lit 

SS .Panzer Regiment was colllwandt1d by t he accuaed Peiper and 

was one of t he elemente of the let SS Panzer Division command­

ed by Mohnk.s . This COJIUIW.nd of Peiper' a was also known a s "Com­

bat Group Peiper11 • Thil:i 00111.bat g roup wae compoaed of two batt­

alions of four coo r-..a.nie s each and a reconnaissance batta lion 

composed of eight co1A:panies. I n addition, there were t wo c om­

pani es of pioneer troop s and o ther miscellaneous troop s con sis­

ting of head.quarters companies, heavy tank battalion, division­

al artillery a nd anti-aircraft organiza tions. We eXpect the 

evidence to show that it is t h is Combat Group Peiper .which has 

col:1!.!litted t he alleged a trocitie s in thiB case. 

The evidence will ahow the.t 11 DH Day for 

the lat SS Panzer Regii::tent in the Eifel Offensive was 16 Dec­

embe r 1944 e.nd t hat their r out e of march was as follows: From 

t he vooda nea.r BLA:rfflmiIM to DAHLEM to STADTKYLL to K:RONElraURG 

to HA.LLSCBLAG to SCHE ID to LOSH:IM , all in Oer1¥ny, thence in­

to Bel g iWl to LANZERATH to HONSFELD to mrELLillGElt to SCHOPPEll to 

ONDENVAL to THIRIMOUT to a croseroad; south of MA.LMEDY a t BAUG-

NEZ to LI Gl!EWI LLE (knovn to the Ge r.mans as :E:NGELSOOnF) to 
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STAVELOT to LI. OLEIZE to STOUMON'.r, Tho hl&h water aark o! tho 

offen11ve vaa reached on the 19th of :Oeceaber, where by that. 
time the l1ag111ent was at the ,railroad station beyond Stoumont. 

J'ro11 here they were forced to withUaw to LA. •GLEIZE, vh: re they 

were aurrounded by A.merican troop e until the night of the 23-

24 :December, wh en they broke out of the pocket by retreating 

on foot to the south, after_destroying their vehicles and 

other supplies. It mus t be poin'ted out that when the _1st SS 

Panzer Regiment passed t hrough Stavelot during the advance 

they f a iled to clean out all of the American troops·. SUbee­

quently, the .Americans were reinforced and cut Peiper• a supply 

lines. In order to open up a supply route, Peiper ordered 

Knittel, the comma.nde r of the Reconnaissance Battalion, to go 

back a nd op en up Stavelot. Knit tel I s Bat talion passed through 

Stavelot on the evening of the 18th. It returned and attacked 

fro m the West on t he 19th, bu t failed to open up the supply 

lines . It was during t he prepar a tion for t h is attack and dur­

i ng t he attack that a large number of :Belgian civilians were 

killed by members of the Reconno.iseance Battalion. 

During the fight!~ in the STAVELOT-LA. 

GLEIZE-STOUMOUT sector, elements of the reg iment appeared at 

Cheneuz, at TROIS PONTS, at WANJ.\'E , at LUTRE :BOIS and a t PETIT 

TRIER. After t he retreat to the south, the line was stab iliz­

ed fo r a p eriod in front of PETIT THIER, which included the 

date of 13 J anuary 1945. 

We expect t he evidence t o show t hat through­

out this of fensive the troon s of t he lat SS Pa nzer Regiment 

proceeded to execute their orders to kill unar11ted and <i:9fense­

le s e p r isoners of war and unarmed Allied civilians with zeal 

and enthusi asm. We expec t t he evidence to ehow the.t they a ur­

dered t hem not only _a t the crossr oads south of MALMEDY , where 
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the bodies ot 71 Hert.can prilonera of war were found, and 

where 43 other Americana lfboa they atteap ted to kill Heaped 

-- but thil lat ter in addition. 

In six aeparate incident, at RONSJ'1i'..J.D, 

they murdered 28 to 4-0 A.aerican priaonera of war. 

In thirteen Hpa.rate incidents at BUELLINOD, 

they a u.rdered 62 to 90 American prilonere of war and at leaat 

9 :Belgi an civilian•. 

In two aeparate incident& a t LIGR'UVI LLE, 

they aurdered 48 to 58 American priaonere of var. 

In twenty-one separate incidents at STAVE­

U>T and vicinity they aurderad 8 Aaerican. p rison ers o'f wnr and 

at l east 73 Belgian civilians . 

In three separate incidents at WANl'lE , they 

IN.rdered at least 6 civilia ns. 

In one incident at LUTHE :BOIS, they au.r­

dered at lea st l civilian. 

I n two incidents at CHENEUX, they surder­

ed 41 to 51 .A.merican pr honera ot war . 

In two inci dent. at TROIS PONTS, they 

IIU.l"dered at lea1t 4 civ111an1 . 

In tweot7-fou.r eeparate incidente at STOU­

MON'r they 11\.U'der ed 104 to 109 Doriean prieone rs of war and 

at least 1 Belgian civilian• 
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In •t.cht••• aeparate inoid.e11t• at U. GLJ:lD, 

the7 IIUl'dered l?fi to 311 Aaerican priaon.era of war and at lea1t 

3 Je)cian oiTiliu.1 • 

.bd flu.1171 on the 13th of JUJJ&r7, lone 

after the failure of the offen.aiTe, on the order of the Jteci-

aent&l. 0o--.n4.er and the Begiaen.tal Surceon, th17 mirdered. a 

atanlng and fro11n. Aaerie&IL pr11oa.1r of war who bad co•• out 

of the wood• to IU?'render atter h141DC for two w111r:1. 

In auaaarisillc the aboTe, we a:pect the 

nidenoe to ah.ow that ill the ahort apace of Uae co·Hred b7 

the Char,::e, the lat SS Pamer ll.egiaent -.urdered in at leaat 94 

known incident a 538 to 749 h.erican1 who had aurrendered and 

were priaonera of war, and oYer 90 BelciAn c1T111an.1. ·1t 11Uet 

be pointed out that thne figures do not repre eent the hiator­

ical truth aa to the total uuaber of v1ct1aa .u.rdered b7 the 

lat SS Panzer lwgiaent during thia offeneiTe, but only the nua­

b er the proaecution expect• the evidence to lhov. 

It 1• practically a.A iapouibil1t7 to pre­

••nt to the Court t he ffidenc e on t h i a •se of aurder• in a 

chronological Hquence and in an und.eratandabl• ll&ilner, for t he 

reaaon that a great portion of t he evidence to be subaitt ed by-

the Prosecution will be oonfeaaions a nd ste.te111ent e of t he accus-

ed and that, in aost i netances , t he a ccnaed have knowledge of 

more than one phase of thi• case. In ad.d.it i on, the7 vtll in-

v olve no t only t heaaelvea but other accuaed, ea well as Jl8ll1' 

t hat are not Jlalled a e dofendanta. The l&lle 1• true of witneuea 

that will be called by the Proeecution. The Prosecution v ill 

endeaTor to pr esent t he evidence in a chronological order ae 

far aa p oeaible and we r equest the Court to ,ear vith ue. 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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/ !he Court 1 1 a Heation 11 aleo 41rea,e4 to the fact that MDT. . 
of th• wUu1H1 that the Pro1ecuU011 wlll call are toner coa-

rad.e--.ia.-&1'118 ot the d.efea4aat1 and aeaber, of the lat SB Paa­

••r hciuat that perpetrated theH alleced oriaa1. It auat 

be ant1oipat1d. that ll&D1' of the def1ndant1 are their oloa1 

tr1111Aa. Julcall7 and fu.daaentall7, th••• v1tne11e1, who 

are prl1on1r1 of war, mat be oon114ered •• UAfriendl.7 and. un­

v!.llinc w1tn1He1, no are t11tif7ing acatnat their foraer oo.,_ 

ra.411 with the gr..teat reluotance. It will coae •• a eu.rprlae 

to the ProHoution if at leaat in 10•• inatancee, tho teetiaolQ' 

of theae witneHH ii not inoonat1t1nt with the 1to17 giTen by 

thea at the iD.Teattcation. Thia aay cauae the Prosecution 

eoae 1abt.rra11aent and uke 1t n1ce11ary to iapeach aoae ot 

ita own wttn1H11. tJafortunat1l7 1 dne to the Tet7 .uatu.re of 

the alleged cr1••• , willing wi tne11ea in aoat ia.atucea ara 

UJJATailabl• because they are dead. Therefore, the Prosecution, 

to proTe ih caH, 111J.at rely upon the teatiaony of prilonera 

of war with a lmovn lack of enthuaia11a for the :poaition in 

which they- find theaaelTea. 

It lhould be borne in aind that when thia 

caae waa referred f or tnTeatigation t he names of t he alleged 

p erp etrators were u.nknovn. Not a •1ncle aurderer waa avail­

abl e to c onfront another suspect. ill that wae known was that 

t he lat SS Panzer Rl961•ent vaa in the area at the tiae the 

offenae a wer e coiai t ted. In order to properl y inv estigate 

these oriaea, all the uabera of the Regt.inent whose whereabouts 

were asaembled in t he War Crimea Encloaure, I nternment Callp 

f,78 , at Zuffenho.uaen. Here a:pprox i11ately 993 prisoners we r e 

brought together in one large barracks ~ Due t o the public ity 

t hat t hie. case had r e ce1Ted , it di d not take l ong befor e tb.eH 

• 
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var criainnl cu1paots lmew what they were there for. Securit;r 

~5-9 waa iapouible unde_r these oondition,, •• each man interrogated, 

when he returned to the barrack,, told hia coaradea nerythinc 

that he bad learned tbro~h the interrogation. Poetechke, the • 
CoUYLDd.er of the let kttalion. was known to be dead, and soon 

the reeponaibilit7 for all their ai1deede waa being laid at hi1 

feet. Poetechke became t he 1took answer to all q_uaetiona. 

To correct thia leak in aecurity and make 

it poBBible to break the caee, the group wae 1creened and ap:pro.J:­

iu.tely 500 1ndh1duale. of p robS.ble intereat were moved to IPt( 

l,J 12, Schwabiache Hall . Thia wa s a fo r mer German p enitentinry. 

( ) Here the ewrpects vere p laced in i ndividual cells and the great­

est aecurit;:, waa -.aintained to keep them frou cooununicating with 

one another and fro1:1 knowi ng who 8.lllong their former coru-adea 

we.a p r esent. It was exceedingly i mportant t he.t they no t see 

one another, and , to prevent t his , they wer e moved blindfolded 

fr om t he ir c e l ls to t he interr ogo.t i on rooms. Th is wa a accomplish­

ed by mea ns of a hood ov er t he ir' heads. 

0 From the lat of Decembe r , until t hey were 

Q mov ed to Dachau, in la.tft April, a n a dditiona l 200 to 300 susp ect s 

we r e interrogated a l ong with the orig i nal 500 . Deepi te the youth 

of t hese suspects, it t ook months of continuou s interrobation 

1i n wh i ch a ll the l e§:itimate triokJ , ruaea and etrategems known 
-c...--

to t he investil;atore wer e employed. Among other a rtifices used 

were s tool- pigeons, witnesses who we r e not bona fide and c ere­

monies. Some tricks t hat were the mos t ehrole were the mos t 

effect!ve . It must be r eme!'lbere d t hat in the beg inning all liv­

i ng witnesGes amongs t t he Ri!gi ment who coul d identify perpet ­

trat orEI we r e t hemselves susp ects and no one vol unteer ed to bear 

witness age.inst bis fo rJ11er comrade s- in-e.ro& . 
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The tact 1111St not be loet 11ight of that these 

R-5-10 n.r criminal auapecta were all SS man, still knowing that they 

JDU.8t obey the order given way back in BLA.NXENHEill that 1.8 cap­

tured they should not gj.w any 1.nJ:ormation about the killing o! 

prisoners of war and civilians. This conspiracy of silence ,ras 

like a solid wall that separated the investigators ~rom the 

truth they had to !mow. To pull down this wall """ most difficult, 

as the genuinel y friendly and willing witnesses were dead1/ 

We now expect to be able to prove that the 74 

defendants now on trial before this court being concerned ae 

parties, did, in conjWlction with other persons, wil.fully, del­

iberately and wrongfully permit, encourage, aid, abet and parti­

cipate in the killing, shooting, illtreatment, abuse and torture 

of members of the Armed Forces of the United who were prisoners 

or ,rar of the German Reich and of unarmed Allied civilian nation-

als. 

( 

... 

• 
•.• 

(Opening Statement - - Prosecution) 

.. 
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DEFENSE COONSSL 1 Uay it please tho Court, there m&;y be 

som objectioa to thie on the part of the Prosecution but :in view of 

the opening -

PROOECUTI~, (Interrupting) Do I understand that. you are 

now going to make an opening statement for the Defense? 

DEFENSE COONSEL, It is not an oponing statement f or the 

Defense . It is simply s. guide or perhaps a suggestion to the Court 

in view of the statements made in the opening statement . It will 

only take two minutes . 

<.l PROOECUTION : May i t pl ease the Court, I will ob j ec t t o 

0 any stat ement by t he Defense , at t hi s t irte . Ther e is a pr oper pl ace 

f or them t o make an opening state:nent and t hat i s at the opening of 

t he case f or t he Defense and not now . I am r eady t o proceed with my 

c~se , at this time . 

PRESIDENT, The objection of the Prosecution is overruled . 

The Defense may proceed . 

u 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : May it pl ease the Cour t , the Defense 

Counsel s in this case w~re duly appointed by the Third Army and are 

a par t of our Amsrican jurisprudence sys tem . Ou.r Government has said, 

each defendant or accused shall be represented and assured of a fair 

trial. \'le, as !ef ense counsels, will servo these 74 def endants in a 

dignified manner and rl th our utmost zeal . Ile will attempt to interpose 

no objections or conduct usel e3s interrogation for the sake of del ay. 

We must or necessity seek out and call the Court 's att.entior. to any 

evidence which tends to be unreliable or which shows prejudice Ot" 

mal :tce . Also the Defense counsel s are charged under our American system 

of trials to cast aside any personal fee lings that we may have , and 

guarantee the iIIm.utabl e rii;hts of the individual undl3r our Ccnstitutio!l 

to these defendants by throwing around each the cloak of UAr.:~rica 1s 

Iair t rial . " llay the proceedinga of this trial rise a1,ove 11ny spirit 

of victor or vanquished as wel l as an:, ?o,ul ar passion or frenzy to 

• 
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retaliate for our fallen comrades. Let it be said at the conclusion 

of this trial that the mighty Army of the United States , even 1n · the 

afterglow of victory and during our enemy occupation , have not 

destroyed the right of t he fair trial which further demonstrates our 

spirit of Democracy. The Defense counsela recognize that the Court , 

itself, is in a similar position to ourselves , but we have full 

' confidence thnt each of you w:tll abandon during this trial any spirit 

moti vated by prejudice, hatred or veneeance and will assume a 

dispassionate attitude . 

At this pint, may we respectfully call the Court's attention 

to the variance between this trial before you and pr evious trials 

held in this theater . The defendants are all German officers or 

enlist.ad men . The l'far Crimes as char ged by the Prosecution are 

generally against American soldiers and a few Belgium civilians . 

Th."',re is no "common design11 as in concent ration camp cases nor is 

ther e any premeditated n'nlrderous extgrminati on plan over a l ong 

period of years . This is entirely a heat of battle case , a desperate 

counter-offensive by our baa.ten enellzy', a " l ost battalion" Without 

the benefit of supplios and communications . 
0 

ffiCSECUTIONI At thi s time, I must inter pose another 

objection . 'Ibis is not the proper place to make this statement. 

PRESIDENT : The o jection i s overruled. 

DEF'EHSE COtniSEL: ( Continuing) Ther efore , Defense 

respectfully r equests , regard.less of the severity of the charges 

presented by the Prosecution or the gruesomeness of the evidence 

intr oduced, tha t each of you, mentally ~serve your opinions as to 

• the destiny of t.hese accused until the Defense has had an opportunity 

to submit i ts Witnesaeo and evidence . Defense counsel desires the 

pr i vi l ege of making a further statement at t he opening ot the Defense 

for 'the accused. Thank you . 

(Whereur,on the stat ement of the Defense was translated into 

the 08 :rman language . ) 
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PR~SIDEN'T1 The Prosecution Will ·proceed. 

PRCSECUTICN t l!a_y it please the Court, the Prosocution, 

at this time will offer in evidence a copy of the letter from the 

Deputy Theater Judge Advocate addressed to the Commanding G8 neral, 

Th:lrd US Ar"IY, · APO 40J, US A,,ey, referring this case to trial by 

the Third Army. Wlll y ou mark it please as Prosecution Exhibit No . 1 

for i dentification. 

(Whereupon the document refe r red to was marked Prooecution Exhibit 

No . 1 for identification by the repor ter . ) 

DEFENSE Cotn4SEL : Do you state that this is a true copy 

of the original? 

PRCSECUTION: .It is . The original of this letter i s 

unobtainable at this time . 

DEFENSE cotmSEL1 The Defense has no objection. 

PROSECUTION , I Will off8r Prosecution Exhibit No . 1 in 
I' 

evidence and ask ihat it mt'.y be made a part and attached to this 

record. l!ay I r ead it to the Court? 

ffiESIDENT r There being no objection, the ~hibit offered 

by the Prosecution is ndmi t ted into evidence and l'rill be marked 

Elchibit P-1. 

(Whereupon the documont referr ed to, having bean previously 

markod and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Fxhibit 

No . P-1 and is attached her eto and made a part of t.}1e record . ) 

PRCSECUTION : (Reading) " TO : Commanding General, Third 
US Arey, APO 403 , US Army, Attn, Staff Judge 
Advocate . 
1 . Reference par agraph 2b , l etter, Head­
quarters , United States Forces, European 
Theater (000 . 5- 2 GAP ) , 16 July 1945, subject : 
Trial of ifar Crimes end Rol;J.ted Cases , it is 
requested that t he above case be referred to 
trial before a General Military Government 
Court on eh.11.rge& and particulars here tofore 
approved by this office as a result of 
conference between this office and your office . 
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"2• No other nations have llll interest in this case 
sufficient to require a tt9ndance of their observers 
at the trial. 

J. In view of the large number of accused and in the 
interest of expedition and avoidance of ,confusion 
at the triol, it is recommended that in addition 
to mi.11 ta?""J defense counsel not more than f our (4) 
of the civilian defense counsel be allOl'fed to 

D make objections, arguments before the court and 
interrogato witnesses. These are to be sel ected 
by all of the civilian defense counsel, and act 
as their s pokesmen, should their number exceed 
four . In the event it is asserted that antici­
pated conflicts of interest among the accused Tf"l ll 
require, in the interest of fairness , the ac tive( participation of an additional number of such 
civilian defense counsel , it is sug(;ested that 

') this office be consulted in the matter. 

C. B, MICKELVIAIT, 
Colone l JAGD, 

Deputy 'lheater Judge Advocate" 

PROSECUTICN : Does the J)efense desire t his translated? 

DEFENSE cotmSEL: Yes , for the benefit of the counsel here . 

( \'thereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P--1 was translated into t he 

German language by the interpret er . ) 

/ ) PROSECUTION I The Prosecution offers a stipulation bettroen 

Defense counsel and the Prosecution, dated 8 May 1946 . Will you u 
please mark this as Prosecut ion Exhibit No. P-?. for identifica t ion? 

(Wher eupon the document r eferred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No . P-2 for identification by the reporter . ) 

DEF'FlJSE COUNSEL; The Defense has no objection . 

mESIDEUTr There being no obj ection the exhibit offc!'ed 

by the Prosocuticm is admitted into evidence and will be marked 

Exhi bit P- 2. 

• (Whereupon the document r eferred to, having been previousl y 

marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Ex:hibi t 

• N0 • P- 2 and is _attached hereto arxi made a part of the record . ) 

PROOECUTION : Permission is r eques t ed to read the stipulation . 

f RESIDENT: You may read it. 



• 

.. . . 
PROOECUTIOllr (Reading) •It 1s hereb7 stipulated and agreed 

by and between the accused, their counsel 
and the Prosecution, that., the map mar ked 
"Pros ecution's Exhibit No. 3• for identifi-
cation - - -

Will the reporter pl ease mark the map on 

on the wall as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-) for identification? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exllibit No. P-3 for identification b;r the r eport er.) 

PROSECUTION 1 ( Continuing r eading) •- - is a map of a 
section of land in Germany and Bel gium, in 
the vicinity of the t owns of Dahlem, G8 rmany 
and Ualmedy, Stoumont, St. Vith, and Bastogne , 
Bel gium; that it is a fair, and r easonabl y 
accurate r epresentation on paper of that 

_secti on of land, With the roads, terrain 
features and other data shown t hereon together 
with all entries and notations appearing 
thereon; that it is drawn to s cale to oa.ke 
a reasonable r eproduction, with added f~aturcs, 

~:s: ~r~ ~~~ ~~.4Li6: ~~~~a~h!~o~~1~:lOO, OOO, 
published by the l'far Office 191'4 and map of 
BelGium and N.E. Fr ance, 1:100,0C>O, G. s ., G. s . , 
No , hhJ6 l.fARC HE, Sheet 13 , published b7 the 
War Office 1943 , 

• (Signed) Burton F . Ellis 
Lt . Col onel, JAGD 
Trial Judge Advocate 

Hillis 11 . Evere tt , Jr . 
Colonel MI . 
Chief De!ensP Counsel" 

(Whereupon the document, Pro:rncution Exhibit No . P- 2 was 

transl a ted into the Gennan languar-e . ) 

PROSECUTION i Prosecution moves that the map, marked 

1'roBecution Exhibit no. P- 3 !or i dent1f1.cati on be admitted in 

evidence and made a part o! this r ecord . ) 
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DEFENSE COURSELt Defense has no objection. 

PRESIDENT, 'ntere being no objection, the Exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution 1a admitted into evidence and will be marked 

Exhil>it P-J, 

('miereupon the document refe?Ted to, having been previom,ly 

marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution f.xhibit 

no. P-.3 and 19 attached hereto and made a part of the r ecol'O.) 

ffiOOECUTicth Uay it please the Court, the Prosecution 

moves that the Exhi bit marked Prosecution Exhibit P-3 be withdrgim 

from the r ecord at the concl usion of this trial and substituted therefore 

maps of C8 ntral Europe 1:100, 000, o.s., o.s., No. 4h16, Bonn,Sheet 

Sl, published by the 17ar Office 1944 and map of Belgium and N, E, 

France, 1:100.,000, G.s., G. S., No . 4436 UARCHE, Sheet 13 , published 

by tbe Viar Office 1943 , 

DEFENSE COUNSEL ; Defense has no objection. 

PRESI:CF.:N T1 There being no objection by the Defense , it 

will be done. 

PROSECUTION , The Prosecution call 1st. Lt . Perl as the 

first witness . 

• 
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PROSECUTION1 The Prosecution calls its first witn9ss , 

Lieut enant Perl. 

1st Lieutenant W'.ILLIAll R. Pmt, a witness foT' the Prosecution 

was sworn and teotif1ed as follows, 

(Wl• ; eupon the quoations , anawere and other proceedings 

were interpreted to t he accused.) 

DIRECT l!XAMINATION 

~UEST IDNS BY PROSEOUTION1 

Q, State your name , rank, organbat1on and s t ation, 

A m.lliam R. Perl, First Lieutenant with War Crimes Branch, 

USFST , at present on t emporary duty with Third A.raw. 

Q When were you assigned to \Tar Crimes Branch 1 

A In July 1945, 

Q What was ;vour Rssir.,rrunen t lTi. th )Tar Crimes B;anch during 

the pas t six zoonths? 

A I have b'3en chief interrocator in the M:'llmedy case . 

Q Do you ,speak and understand German? 

Q During t he coUI·se of your asaifnment as an investlgat or 

of Malroody, did you ever have or:cas i on to take a statement f'rom 

Joseph Sapp Di etrich? 

A Yes , 

~ I s he an accused 1n the case now hearing before this 

court? 

A Yes. 

Q. Could you identify him if you 'lf9re to 'Jee him 8t;ain? 

A Yes , 

• Take a l oo a t tha defendants seated on your l ef't and 

tell the court if ha is among those present . 

A Yes , he is . 

Q What nwnber is he wearing? 

A Number 11. 



PHOSECUTIONt 1;11 lllll!lber 11 stand up? • 

(lfhereupon the acc-.sod stood up.) 

PnOSECUTIONt Pro:,ecut ion hands the reporter a statement 

to be narked Prosecut ion' s Eichibit Number 4 for identification. 

(Whsreupon the document referred to wns marked 

Prosecutionta Exhibit Number 4 for ident:i.tication by the r eporter.) 

LT, COIDNEL DWlllEU.1 At t his timo tho counsel t;,,. tho 

accused will very vigorously press an objection to the introduction 

of a sworn confession of the accused , Dietrich. 

PROSECUTIONt lfiV it please tho Court, I am not offering 

it, 

PRE'lIDEIITi It is marked and identified only, 

LT. OOIDHEL DWINEtLa I misunderstood. I thought you nre 

offering i t at this time. 

PROSECUTI0N 1 I will , but not at this time. 

LT. CXH.ONEL DWI NELI.1 I will continue ~ argument at that timoe 

DEFENSEz No objection to the idont1fi cation. 

QUF.STIONS BY PROSECtrrION1 

Q I hand you t his statement marked Prosecution' s Eichibit 

Number 4 for identification and ask you 1f you can identify it? 

A Yes , I can. 

Q Do you know whose handwriting this statement i s in and 

who has sic:ned i t? 

A Yes. 

Q Whose is ii? 

A Sapp Dietrich. 

Q: ls this the aame J oaepb Sapp Dietrich yuu have just 

• identified as wearing Number 11? 

A Yes. 

Was this statement signed in your presence? 

A Yes. 
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Was BO¥one else present when i t was sifnod? 

A Yes. 

Q \'Ibo"" it? 

A :Mr. Uorris Elowitz . 

Q Was t his statsroont sworn t o? 

A Yes. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A I did. 

Q Was the state1rent made vol untarily? 

A y~.<i . 

Q Was duress used to obtain t he s tatement? 

A !lo , 

Did you make any t hreats or pr omises to obtain t he 

stetemant? 

No , 

fas any h:.rsh 1 cruel or inhuman t reatment used to obtain 

the statement,? 

A No , 

Q m1ere was this s tatem13nt made? 

A In one of the i nter,~oga tion cells at. I . P, 2 at scmraabisch 

Hall, 

0. ffllat was this pl ace ? 

A I t was used - it was M ol d Ger penit entiar-J. 

Q Were you stationed t h~re? 

A 

For how l ong ? 

From t r t d of Decembe r 1945 up to a:i,;proxi!M.tely 

the middl e of Apr11 1946 • .. 

1D9
Perl - Direct 



.l [or the interrogation and soreeninc of eulpecta in the 

!.!almedy caa•• 

Q Was thia ita primary purpose during tho entire per iod 

you were stationed there? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Dietrich interrogated more than once? 

A Yee. 

Q Did he make a atatament? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it oral or written? 

A He made f irst oral stat ement, and than written 11tatementlle 

Q Ho,r n.s thia statement you have 1n your hand, marked 

Prosecution•s Elthibit Number 4 f or identifica tion taken? 

A. Dietrich wu first interrogated aB t o the subject this 

atatf.lroont covers. During t his interrogation h'3 nude oral statement s . 

lfhen the information was obtained he was asked to write it darm. 

I told him I wou1d dictate the stat ement because we had the 

experience that statements written by the defendants t hemsel ves 

become outs tandingly l ong. I stres sed , however , that it is hi~ 

s tatement and that if I say or dictate somet hing with 'll'hich he 

doaR not egree , he should obj ect r ight away. Thon I Rtarted 

di ctating t he s tatemnt and many of the sentences I had di scussions 

with h1!!i whet h'3r on9 a- the ot her quo t ati on should not be put in. 

Q Wit h r espect to Dietrich, lf8re 3n3' speci al security 

measures employed during his interrogation? 

A Yas. 

Q. \'That ,.,re t hey? 

A He was brought into tho inter rogation room blindfol ded 

and was brought back to his own cel l bl indfol ded again. 

PROSECUTI ON; Prosecution h.cmr?.s t he reporter an ar ticl e to• 
be marked Prosecution ' s EXhibit ?Tumb!3r 5 f or identification. 

DEFmSE: no obj ect i on. 



0 

• 
(Wmreu.:,on tbe arti cle referred to was markod 

Prosecution's Exhibit RW!lber 5 tor 1donti.ricat i1m by the reporter,) 

Q I hand you Pl"osecutiont s Exhibit marked NUl!lber ; !or 

identifi cation and ask you it you lmow what it is? 

A Yes , I do. 

'Q Tel l the cow-t what i t 1.o. 

A It is a hood similar to t hose which were used tor bringi.n£ 

suspects to t he interrogation r ooms nnd bringing t hem back again to 

t heir cells . 

PROSECtrl'ION1 Prosecution of f ers in evidence Pros ecution• s 

Exhibit mar ked Nwnber 5 f o:· identi f ication , to be marked Prosecution ' s 

Exhibit Number 5 and at tachsd to the recor d. 

DI:.'.F'mTSEt H~ it please t he Court, t here in no obj ection to the 

int roduct ion or t his hood aa a simil ar hood , not as one of the hoods 

that was used at Schwaebisch Hall . 

PRESIDEN T1 I s t hat agreaabl o to the Prosecuti.on? 

PROSECUTI ON I I of f or in evidence one of t he }Joods U3 0d at 

Sohlraebi sch Hal l. 

DEFEl~SEt I f t hat is ono of t he hoods , that i s al l r il:ht . AD 

.I under s tood it, tho chief prosecutor s t ated t ha t that WB.s simil ar. 

PROSEC UTI ON t The witness said i t was . 

DEFENSEt No obj ection. 

PRESIDEllT t Thore being no obj ection, the t:r<hibit offered by 

the Prosecution Will be admitted in evidence and rr.arkod "P-5". 

C reupon the al'tic or e!erred to , havine buen 

previouslj rnat•ked and identified was recaived in evidence o,:; 

Prosecution 1 s Exhi bit umbor 5 lil'ld i a attactud hereto and m'lde 

a part or t he recor d. ) 

PROSECt11'ION: Pr osecution CJOves tha t. Prosec-...tion 1s ,E:x:hib:1.t 

ttp...5n be removed f rom evi dence and a typewritten s t atement be 

substituted therefor . 

H'.ESID!:NTt That is all r 1,;ht, 

Per l - Direct 
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QUESTlO!IS BI PROSJ!:C ION 1 

Q WaB General Dietrich treated in ~ different n:anner 

from other prisoners becaus e of hia forD1Br rank? 

Q Do you know who the gusrdS 1rere at r.p. Nwnbor 2, 

Schwaebisch Hall? 

A I don t t know per sonally. I kn.or: they were Poles at thG 

end,. 

Q l'lho were they a t t he b, ginning? 

A At the beginni~ members of some tank destroyer unitj 

latar on irembers of soms f ia ld art i lle:cy Wlit and l a ter on, Polll s . 

/4 Who war o tho euards whil e Dietrich was there at Sch,raebioch 

Hall? 

A Poles. 

Q W'er e t he JUards und.or the command of War Crimes Bt'anch? 

A No. 

Did you ever order azv of them to mistreat Dietri ch? 

A No. 

Q DI you know of ~r mistreu tment by the Polish guards of 

D1etrich? 

A Yes. 

• Q How di d t his con:e to your knowl e~ e? 

A Dietrich once oonti oned to me that w ~n being brought i.~to 

the int erroc;ati on room he ,ra.s kiclood ~r so~ono he could not idont ify 

into hisbehind, At tho same time ho to l d m:, that ho would not like ma 

t o do a.eything about it and I sh-1.l. l dn t t w "n tell Col onel Ellis about 

i t because i t was not- 1ror thwhile, 

PROSF..Cl1l'I ON 1 Prosecution off '3r s in evidence Prosecution t s 

Exhibit M.=ked Humber 4 for identification, to be markod 11p_lJ 11 

and attached to the record, 

LT. COI.OUEL Di/JNELLi We obj ec t first becau1Se l'f8 have not had 

an o portunlty to re&d t he English transl ation ot the confesBion 



• 
and aecondl.y we press our objection on le&al grounds in gene;-al.. 

• We are i;Oing to press this ~ bjection at the 1ntrodu~tion of each 

:succeeding confession that ie offered in s1rom evidence form,. 

bu.t at this time we would like to give the court very defini tely 

and at l9llith our reasons tor the objection. 

~SE1 Do&a the Couit des ire this speech to be translated? 

PRESIDllNT1 They do., yes. 

LT. COI.OMEL DWlNELL1 The introduction of nom testimony, 

• we contend, 1a in contravention ot Rule 10, tound al.Bo under 

sul>-heading, section (5). • • 

PRESIDmT1 Wait a minute, let the interpreter keep up. 

LT. COIDNEL DW1NELL1 • • • of the rules of procedure in 

.nilitar;r government courts, which is Ht forth on page 36 of t he 

Technical Manual for Legal and Prison orricers, 2d Edition. That 

rule contaim a mandatory provision that the accused shall not. 

be sworn. Now, we contend that if a sworn confession is received 

in evidence by th9 court in disregard of the provisionR of Rule 

10 , the Prosecution will accompl ish tho introduction of evidence 

indirectly which the accused h:J.ve been forbidden to introduce 

directly, Furth·n, the acousod havi ng been forbidden to off er 

sworn t estimony in his o,m behalf, t he Pro secution should not 

bo permitted to introduce the aocueedt a testi mony in any form. 

That would have higher probativo value than evidence in rob.ittal 

available to the accused. In .'.111¥ event , we maintain t hat a 

confession of an accused in a joint trial cannot be received 

in evidence to involve 8.11¥ other a.-cused and should bo limited 

as evidencs agains t the peraon making tho confession . We have 

made a e t u1y of this particular point that has been mmtioned 

about involving oths r accused and we find that that is the rule 

1n our mil itary court3 and we find that that is the accepted rule 

in our civil courts iD. .Amarioa.. 

Ref'errinc to milit,a:ry courts , the Courts- l:artial Uanual 

provides on p.as:e 76 - correction , on pa.go 61 , par~aph 76, and 



•· • .
C-17-8 I quote1 

• 

"If th& statement made ~ m acc~ed hiIMelf' 
includes admissions or con£essiOllB that ~ 
be considered ae evidence in the oaee., but 
1n a Joint trial the statement b;1' one accused 
is not evidence against his co-accused." 

NOlf, reading D1Sll¥ reported ca see in our civil courts, 

( 

we BWJ'IJ!la rize the law as followa 1 The voluntary contea eion of a 

co-defendant or co-conspirator made ai'ter the coirmission of a 

crime or after the t erminatic,n or a conspiracy cannot be admitted 

against the other defendants when such con!ession was not ma.do in 

their presence and assented to by t,hem, even though the several 

defendants are being tried toget her . This does notJ however , 

nocessarily precl ude t oo use of the confession as e·vi denoe again~t 

the one who made it, According to the general rule , if the several 

defendant s are t ried together , the confe~sion ot one such defendant 

can be admitted against t he.t defendant with instructions by the 

court t ho.t. i t is only admit ted against t hat one defendant and 

is not to be considered as evidence against t he co-defendants . 

May it pl e ,~se t he Court , I have refer ence to several cited cases , 

Does the Court desire to have me r oad tham? 

PRES IDEl.JT1 Yes• 

LT, COI.ONEL DWINELLt People v . Youns , 

~25, citing R, C, L.J Peopl e v, Buc!onm,ter , 

713, citing R, C, L,J Marcum v , Com, 227 l[y, 

citing R, C, L.J State v, Allison, 175 !!inn, 

• 

316 , lll. 508 , ll7 NeE. 

274 I ll, 435 , 113 N, E. 

356, 13 S, 17, (2d) 243 , 

218 , 220 N, lf, 563 , 61 

A, L.R, 970; State v , Smith 201 \Vis , 8 , 229 N, 17, .61, citing R, C,L. 

Ther e are other cases , but we cited a few reprosenta t,1vo cases 

from various state courts in the united States aa arcument in 

support of t his proposition• 

PROSECUTION : If the Court pl ease, I do not believe the Defense 

has r aised MY' ne1'f points that have not been ruled on previously in 

o'\her eeneral m111.tary courts where t hey hllve tried war cri.minal.s . 

As for ru.las of evidence , this court is onlJ bound by the rules 

as set forth in Military Goverrur.ent C-er macy Technical !.!anual for 

.. lH 



C-17-9 
••• - !lital• affi:1 Pri son Off icer s , Second F.di tion, I am sure th& Court 

18 perfectly f amiliai· with all these rules t hat ,pply t(! t he 

admiss i on of confess ions or co- accused. I t i s purely at tho 

di:icre tion of t he Court whe t her t hey be l ieve it is admis s ible 

·. evidence, 

LT. CO!ONEL m7JNELL1 M:IY i t pl ena8 the Court , we have 

·, ery caref ully examined t ho rules s et f orth in the Te~hni cal Jbnual 

and we are unabb to !ind any apocitio r ef er ence to the i nt r oduc t i on 

of sworn confess ions . On r>aeo 36, under sub-parar;r aph (5) , t her e 

i H the s t atement t hat ".A.n¥ stat ements t hen mad'3 l.'.!!3J' be r eceive1 

£'J3 evidence ," but we are cont ending that swor n s t atements may not 

ba r eceived unl es s t he defendant i s gi v ths same opportunit y . 

We , t ha Defense have no c ited cases of decisions by ot her mil itary 

goverrun3nt cow·ts on t his subj ect and ,re would l i ke to have counsel 

f or the prosecut ion make r a!'erence th~r et o so t hat "9"e mit;ht make M 

examination of those cases and be at liberty to arr;ue t herei'ro 

PROSECUTION: I t is 11\}" understanding that t his question was 

raised in t he .BorkU?n I s land case and I bel i eve it, was al so raised 

in t he !Jautha u.sen case , although I 8Jil not cer t ain A.bout the 

Uauthau.sen case .. But , I woul d l ilca to point out to t ho Court 

that the para&raph (5) cited by Defense Coururnl says : 

"The oourt i'l:J:y interrogate ths accuDod at t ho 
0 tim3 of pl eading or at the trial 1 b t ahnll not 

apply y compulsion to require him to answer , 
Airy' 6 t.atements then cade may be received as 
evidsnce. If the accused chooses to testify 
at a l ater eta.:; of the trio.l , he do so, 
but he ~ not be r e uired to do so .:ind shall 
not be sworn ." 

This refers to an entirely different proceeding than th'3 tak~ or 

a swom otate!!l9nt and doos not govern the tald.1'16 of a sworn statemant . 

LT. COIGNF.l. ffVJl'tELI. : We car.tend that it does cover the 

takin& of a S"WOrn statemont. 17e contend that this rul e was eet 

.torth in order to give to tho court a 'let oJ.' rules in -.,ariance 

\l'i th the n0!"!2.l. praet!ct, be!or~ the ce;c-ts. No..-,:nally t is a 

115Per l - D:!rect 
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privile~e of the accused to take the s tan<l :L'l his own bah.all' an.d t o 

Si'lorn. In view of this normal sit uation , the rules wor e set up 
C-17-10 

espeoialcy t.o say that t hese particular accused may not have that 

pr i vil ece and• therefore we contond that we ar e not able to rebut 

sworn evidence on the part of the Pro~ecution except by a vary 

low 1'orm of evidence , namely an unsworn statement. 

PRESIDa!T1 Court will tako a thirty minute r ecess. 

(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1000 hours.) 

0 
u 

•• 

• 

•116 
Perl - Direct 



(Whereupon the 0oUl't reconvened at 1030 houra.) 

PUSIDD'ta fake Hate, the Court will cone to or4er4 

noucuno»a tr the Court plee H, let the record 

ahoW that all the aembere of th• Court , all the ma.bera of the. 
proaecution, with the exoeption of Captain Shullaoker who h 

a.bHnt on buaineH of the proaecution, all the member• ot the 

d.efense, all of the accuHd and th• reporter are preunt. 

L~ COL DWI!lliLL1 liq it pleoee the oourt, tho 

de!enu ha• two additional :pointa that we would like to re.he 

at thia time. We would like to oo.l.l to the Court 1 e attention 

that the def'enae 11 at a dist inct disadvantage when t he pro1-

ecution offers German ecript of confe ss i ono wi tt.out t.a.ving 

given us a trnnslation. in adva nce . And w~ reapectfully 

request t he cour t to rule that in the future where auch con.­

fee&iona are offered tho.t we be given the translations in 

sufficient time to be apprised of the contents thereof. 

Se oondly we would like t o call the Court 1 1 attention 

to the fact th.at the defen1e intend& t o make similar objection11 

t'o the swor n nature of the tran1lati on1 aa each one h sub­

oequently introduced. 

m:FE?:7S:E COUllSllL; ~ it plea&e the Court , Dr. 

Leiline; repreaent1ng German counael would like to z:u.ke further 

r emarka, i n connecti on with thi1 objecti on. 

PR0SECUTI 0lw : If the Court please , l would like t o 

diapoee of the two Dl3.ttere r aiud by the o t her defenee counsel 

on the aubmiaaion of the t ranalat i ona of theee etatem~nta. 

We propose t o 1ub11:i.it a t.rans l a.t i on, but not until we offer it 

in evidence . 

LT COL DWUf.ELL: We ir,.tend to make an attack on acme 

oE these con!easion1 1 rahing the que&ti on of du.re ae . Conceiv­

abl y the confeu i on may not cont a i n any damaging evidence and 

117 

http:1ub11:i.it


• • 

•• 
• • 

18 
T th oohen• 

• 

• 

that obJeotlon would not be ap»roprta,e. 

LA.V ·NJXBJ:R, fbere being no obJection, the Lav 

Member rulH that wuler no conaU.eratton 1hould the proHoution 

be forced to aubmi t to d.eten11 in advance of lntroduotion Ot a 

atat•ent, which baa 1rron10ul17 been called a confenton, becauH 

the Court doun 1 t know whether it 1e • conteuion or not, and 

under no condition should prosecution be forced to aubmtt 1uch 

otatemE1nt or tranalation before '1t1 production in Av i denee, 

The defense. vill be given &Jllpl e opportunity to attack the 

atatement a.fter itt introduction in evidence. In the future 

the proaecution upon offering a document will heve euch trans­

l a tion a t the same time, 

Dm'ENSE COUN5:m.1 Dr, Leiling. 

Iii.. LJlILlNG& The regula tions concerning the proced­

ure b9fore Military Government Courts mcke a certain concesaione 

o a t o t he continental practice and I should like to dre.w the 

attention cf the Court to the fact that the continen tal. practice 

11 important ae t o theae sworn sta tements t oo . Here it would 

not be understood l f e. p e1·aon 01· e defendant were pinned down 

by a sworn s tat ement mMe bef ore trial becauee the Investigat or 

in Germany even has not t he right of attestat i on, I mean t o awee.r 

s omebody i n . Thia right lies exclusively with per sona holding 

the atat uR of a Judge . 

That 11 al l I want to aey. 

LAW' MDIBXlh h tber 6 aeyth1Jl€ further on the argument! 

DEFENSE COUUSEL 1 Not at thie time . 

LAW MEMBER: There beir.g no objection by the Oou.rt , 

t he Law Member will make a ruling on behalf' of the President in 

so far as admission of evidence before thi a tr ibunal 1a concerned . 

~ Cour t,, w111 follow Sec t-4.on 18 , peregre.ph l of tb.e trial 'P'l"O­

cedu.re as contained in the Technicnl Na.nu.al for Legal and Frieon 

Officers , 2nd Edition , vherei:c. it is atuted the.ta MilitAXy 

http:Na.nu.al
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Government Court 1hall in cen1ral &4.ai t oral, wrt t ten and 

pbJ"llcal eTidence having • bearing on e.~vthing before it and 

M7 exclude &Icy" ntdence which in tta opinion h of no Talue 

•• proof; the court will place euch probatiYe value on all 

1Tid1nc1, pe.rticularl7 on tht1 t7P1 placed before it, a• it 

d1em1 ft t. 

The objection 11 therefore oTerruled. 

(Whereupon the abo·n ruling Md argument of' counael 

wa.1 interpreted to the Ge?'ll&D counHl and. the accuHd •• aame 

took place.) 

PROSJCUTI ON1 Proaecution ha1 off ered Pro aecution1 1 

hhtbit 4, 10 marked for identifica tion. t o be admit t ed in 

etidence and marked Proeecution1 1 bhibi t 4 . ~111 the Court 

plea se ruleT 

DllFENSE COUNSEL: No ob j ecti on . 

PRESIDDT1 There being no obJ ect1on. the exhibit~ 

off et·ed by the proeecution h a dmitte d in evidence and wil l 

be marked i.xh.1bit P-4. 

(W'bereupon the document having pre•i oualy been 

marked "Proaecution1 a Exhibit No . 4 f or ldentifica ti on,'1 vae 

received i n evidence and mark ed "Exhibit P-4 11 and aeme 1 , 

attached here t o and made a part of thia r ecor d .) 

PROS~U!.'IOM : Prosecuti on offer s i n evidence a t rue 

and cor rect Engl ish t r e.nel a t1on of Pr oucution 1 1 Exhib1 t 4- to 

be at tached to the recor d and marked Proeeo·ution1 1 Exhibit 4---A. 

DEFEUSE COUNSEL: llo objection on the pe.rt of the 

defense . 

PRESIDXP.X ; There b ei r.g no obJ ection, the exhibit 

of f ered by the prosecution is admi tted in evidence auii wil l be .. 
marked hhibit P-4.1. . 

1-19 
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(Whereupon the docuaent reterred to' above waa 

received in evidence alld aarked lxh1b1t P-U.) 

PR0SICUTI0l1 Pera1H1on ii requeeted to nad the 

t&melation ot P1·011cutton11 :Exhibit P-U. Attached t o the 

trwalation f 1' Tranalator 1 1 Affidavi t. Doea the Court deaire 

to ha1'e that ree.d? 

DEFENSE C0WSJ!t,1 ~ 1t pleaee the, Court, for the 

benefit of' the record we Ca.II read thfl fir1t one and thereafter 

1kip it, avoid the r eading there of. 

PRilSIDllNT, Tea~ 

(Whereupon ~ 1b i t P-4A wa 1 read in t he i:ng11 eh 

l anguage a1 f ,ollow11 

"TIWiSLATOR 1 S AFFIDAVIT 

111, GIORGI MII.LXR asait;ne d to War Crimes :Branch, 
United Sb.tea Army , APO 633 , as au int e rpreter , hav i ng 
been duly sworn, depose end. state that the attached 
English tranalc ti on i s a true and accurate rendering 
of the German original of the s tatement of 

Josef Dietrich 
taken on 2B March 1946 a t Sohwab11oh Rall ,Oermany , 
before WILLI AJ.l R . PlllRL, l at Lt . , M. I . 
consleting of ...£.._ pages, into English. 

ll, the deponent, further state that I speak GermM and 
'English fl uently and am f ully qualifi ed aa an expert 
Germen- EO{;l 1eh interpre t er by reaaou of the f ollowi nc 
qualifi ca t1ona: 

1. German ii my native tongue, 
2 . I spent t he first trwenty years of my life in 

Ge rmany c,.nd vent to elementary and secondary school 
there . 

3 . I came t o the United States in 1 92B. 
4 . I had two years of Englhh 1n aeoondar;· school 

in Germany . My other kno-wledge of Englhh ha.a bef"n 
derh-ed from study by m.yaelf. 

5 . I have been married for the pR.et dx yeare t o 
a British subject end speak En,gUah cont1nuall7 at 
home, My wife doea not apenk German . 

6. I have been in the United Sto.tH Army for the 
past 2-1/2 year s , having be en discharged in November 
1945 and have been employed by the W'er Department as 
a Oerma.n- Englhh interpreter since January 1946 . 

/•/ George Miller• George Miller 
Sworn and l!Ubacribed t o before me, th.la Zrd &y 

of April 1946 at Schwabhch lial.l, Germany. 
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/ 1/ lfRhtl Shµaa9ker 
War Crtme1 Branch, USn:T 

Oapt, C M P 

"I, Oeneralobertt and Oberttgruppen!uehrer, 
Jo19f DIETRICH, after ftr1t duly evOffL, 1tat1 
the tollovtnga 

"Since October 1944, until the capt tulation 
on 9 Xay 1945, I wa1 Supreme Command1:1r of th1 
5th Panzer Army. 

11 In Me.rob 1946, thll Army was officially reno.med 
to 6th Panzer Army. It wee, however, alway1 the 
same Army, only th~ name wa1 changed. .Among other, 
the lat SS Panur Korps which was caDJ.ma.Dded by 
General Lieutenant PRilllS belonged to my Army. 

"The leibstandarte Adolf Hitler , was a Divhi on 
-.·hi ch J u et like the Divh i on Hitler J ugend belonged 
to the l at SS Panzer Korp11 . 

"The 1 at SS Penzer Ree;t men t as well ae the 
combat gr oup mentioned which was commanded by 
Standartenf'uehrer J oachim F:fIFER during the illFEL 
offensive 1944 to 1945 bolonged to the Leibstandcr to 
Ao.elf Hitl er ancl t herewi th to the lat SS Pa nzer 
Korp s. 

111 hll.ve made thi e ate tement voluntarily and out of 
my own fr ee will , uninfluenced by duree s, thraah, 
or bar 8h trea tment. 

n1 swear bef or e God t hat the f acts in this state­
ment are true end I wn prepared "to r epeat them 
before any c out· t. 

Jo aef DIETRICH 
GPneral oberst and Oberet~r1,;:,pen:fuehrer 
Supreme Commander 
of the 6th SS Panzer Army 
SCHl/All!SCH !!ALL. 28 Karch 1946. 

"WitnHsed in t he presence of ; 
MO!lRI S ELCWI TZ 

Oiv I nvestigator 
WOE USFET 

Sworn to and subscribed before me thil 
28th day of March 1946 at SCY.'ITABISCR HALL,Germ.ny. 

WI LLI AM R Pl!lU. 
let Lt . M.I. 0-555149 
I nvostigator-Exami '3'?' 
w:i:au 

(Whereupon :?xbi'bit P-4 waa read. in tho 

Ger lt&!l lat"-cuage t o the accuaed and Ot l.".",ilan couruel. ) 

'!'ROS3CUTI C'lf: Pro aecUHon offet's in ev1denct' Vo be 

tl&I'ked Prosecuti on ' 1 Exhibit 4-ll and 4-C two a.ffido.vitc ex-
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•.... 
ecuted b7 Joaef Dietrich identif ying Joachim Peiper and 

Hermann Prien. 

f!UlSIDi:ll'ra AtJ¥ obJectlonl 

Dn.ENSE COU!ldtia There 11 no obJection • 

.f'USIDUT1 There being no obJection 1 the eDlibita 

offered by the. proHcut1on are admitted in evidence and. will 

be marked hhib i h P-4lt and P-40, 

(Wher eupon the document& re.ferred t o above were 

received in evidence and marked Exhibits P-1B and F-4c, 

respectively , end are attached hereto and made a part of thi• 

record.) 

PROSECUTIO!h Pe r mis si on 18 reque ated to r ead t he 

a f f idavi t s to t he Court. 

PRESlm:lrI': Tee. 

(Whereupon Exhi bi t• P-1B and P- 40 were r ead in both 

the Engliah o.nd Ge rman l atlf;uagea as follows, 

hh,1M.t P-4lt 

11 1 , Josef Di e t r ich, bei ng f int duly swor n , make 
t he following 1tatemeut under oatha 

11 The above two p hotographs ar e pho tographs of t he 
same St andar t enfuehrer J oachi:n Peip e r ttentioned by 
oe i n my af:t'idav it. dated 28 MAR 1946 . 

/s/ Jo sef Dietrich 
ll"i rat Nar:le Last NSL:e 

Oen1nplobPrs t - Qberetgruopeil.fuehrer 
Rank 

6 Panzer Army ____ 
Orge.nhati on dur i ng Ei fel Otfensiv11 

"Sworn t o end sub scribed before 
me thia 14th dicy of April, 1946 

/ a/ Rober t J!'.l Bvrne 
Of f icer adminiater ing oath • 

1st Lt JAGD 
Rank Arm or Service" 
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11 1, Joaete Dletrich, being firfl dU7 aworn, make 
the .tollowiJl« 1tatcent \Ul.der oath& 

"The above two photograph• are photographs ot the 
same General-Leutenant Priea mentioned by me in m.y 
affidavit, dated 28 MAR 1946 

/1/ Jottf Di etrich 
1trst Xam• Last Ame 

GQ1ralob1r1t-0b1r1tcruceenfuehr1r 
Rank 

6 Pancer Alm.:r 
Organhatlon during Eifel Offeneive 

11 Sworn to and aubacribed. before 
mo thia 14th day of April, 1 946 . 

/&/ Rgbert F. Brrne 
Officer administering oath 

lit Lt JMD 
Rank Arm or Service" 

PR0Si.CU'l'!0Ni Prosecuti on han6.s t he r ep ort. er a 

eta tement to be marked l>roeecution 1 1 .!xhib1 t 6 f or Identi­

fication. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above waa 

marked 11Proeecut1on 1 1 J'.xhibi t 6 for ldentification11 .) 
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SR.fl f\ Barton QUFBTIOIIS !!'I PROOEOUTION 1 
Tk ~ - $/17-1 

Q I hand you Prosecution ' s exhibit marked Nwnber 

6 f or i dentification a nd ask you i f you can identify i t ? 

A Yes . 

Q Do you lmow whose handwriting it is in and lTho 

• has si gned it? 

A Yes . 

Who is it? 

• Sepp Dietrich • 

0 I s tre Sepp Dietrich that si~ed t his statenent 

mar ked Prosecution ' s Exhi b i t Numbe r 6 for identi fi cation the 

aame J osef Di etrich that you have identifi ed as wear i ng 

numter ll? 

A Yes . 

Q Did hes i gn it in your presence? 

Yes . 

Q Vlns this statAment ar1 orn to'? 

A Yes , 

V[afl tltl.s st.a tement taken in the same manne r as 

the one y ou previously testified to? 

A I n a simil ar mar..'1.er . 

Q trill you describe '.10,.,. this stateme t m1s taken? 

Sepp Dietrich .,,as first interro.:;;ated and r;ave 

orals tate:-nent an-! then a wr.i tten sto.tel"lent l'lilB taken from him 

in the Sat\e way as the first statement mentioned before . 'l'i,is 

first vtri tten stat.ement showed>iNl • corrections and the next 

day it mis r~ritten , This is t.he rewritten and final copy•. 
~ Was a yone i lse present d •riJ\ the interrogation? 

Yes . 

• • ii i'ho was it? 
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A Colonel Ellis. 

Q Was the statepnt obtained voluntarily? 

A y... . 

Q Were any threats or promises made to obtain this 

statement? 

A No. 

Q Was any harsh, cruel or inhumane treatment used to 

obtain thi s stat ement ? 

A No. 

PROSECUTION : Prosecution off ers in evidence a state­

ment marked Prosecution Exhibit Numbe r 6 for i dentification, to 

be atta ched to the record and marked Proeecutionl s Exhibit 

Number 6. 

LT. COL. DWI NELL : On behalf of the Defense , we make 

t he s ame obj ection a s ha s been made i n the previous exhibit on 

t he ground that Prosecution i s of fe r ing a sworn st ateuent tha t 

can only be r ebutted by unsworn evi dence . 

PRESI Dl!:NT : Objection overruled. The exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution i s admitt ed into evidence and will be ma r ked 

Exhibit P- 6. 

( \I/hereupon t he docUIJW:1 nt refe rred t o , having been previous ly 

mar ked and i de ntif i ed was received i n evi dence as Pr osecut ion 

Exhibi t No . P- 6 and i s a t t a ched he ret o and made a part of t he 

recor d . ) 

PROSECUTION: Will you mark t hi s Prose cution Exhi b i t 

P- 6- A, pl ease? 

( Where~pon the ciocwnent re f erred to was ma r ked Prosecut ion 

Exhibi t No . p- 6- A for identification by the repo rte r . ) 

PRO"'~ CUTION : Prosecut i on offers i n evidence a true and 

correct English t r ans l a tion of Pr o -::ecution •s Exhibi t 6, to be 

attached to t he recor d a nd mar ked Pr osecuti on •s Exhibi t Numbe r P- 6- A. 

~IBNSE CCUN:EL: No objection . 

PRESI DENT : There be i ng no ob jection, t he exhib it 



9-5/ 17- "R-J offered by the Proaecution i s admitted into evidence and "¥.'ill 

be marked Exhibit P-6- A. 

( \' 'he r e upon t he docwnent refe rred to, having been previously 

mrtrked and i dentified was receive d in e vidence as Prosecution 

!!Jehl.bit No . P-6- A and i s att a ched hereto and made a pa rt of the 

record . ) 

PROSECUTI ON : Pe r mi s sion i s reque sted to read Exhibit 

P- 6- A. 

PRESI DENT : Pe rmi s si on i :1 granted . 

PROSECUTION : ( Reading) / 111 , Qberstgruppenfuehrer and 
General oberst , Sepp DIETRICH, having been f i r st duly sworn , 
make the following stat ement: 

During t he EI FEL Of fensive i n December 19JJ.. and 
January 1945, I was Supreme Commande r of the 6t h Panzer 
Army. 

On 12 December 1944 a confe rence wit h the Fuehre r 
t ook place i n BAD NAUHEI M. All office r s up f r c.m Oiv1-
s i ona l Commander be l onging t o t hose units Tft1ich .iere t o 
be commit ted i n the i mpending ARDENNES Of fens i ve parti­
cipated in t his con f e r ence. The Fuehrer gave a t hree ­
hour a dd r e s s at t hi s conference . I n t hi s , he said among

I. othe r things , t ha t the impending bat t le mu st be won by all 
means. The de cis i ve hour of the Ge r man people had a rrived 
and 1 t was t o be o r not t o be. We would have t o f i ght 
hard and re ckle ssl y . /The J.o'ue hre r sa i d f urthennore that\ 
we woul d ha ve t o act M t h brutal i t y and show no hwnane 
inhibi t i ons . The Fuehre r a l so sai d t hat a wave of f right 
and te rror s hould precede us and t hat t he enemy i s re s i s t -
a nce is t o be b roken by t e rror. 

I n the order ,.hic h I issue d f or t he 6t h Panzer Army 
fo r the EIFEI Offensive, due t o the talk of the Fuehrer , I 
ordered that our troops have to be p receded by a wave o f 
te r ror and f right and that no humane i nhi bi t i ons should be 
sho..n . 

I can no longe r remembe r the exact t.ording but this 
was t be sense of t,he order. · l• 

I ordered further t hat e very resi stance i s to be 
broken by t e r ror . · 

However, I c e r tainly did not order t hat the pr i sorters 
of war should be shot . I didn 1 t mention prison':!re of war 
at all. ~·r.oever claims anything of the s ort i s s peaking 
the, untrulh t 

I have J:M.de thi s st atement volunt u. rily and of my Ot,TI 

free will , not having been influenced by t hreat.;, force or 
o ure "'s , or promises of any kine\ . 
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I swear to God that the tacte which I have set forth 
in this statement are true and I ~ prepared to repeat same 
before any court of justice . 

( oigned) Sapp DIETRICH 
Generaloberst Qberst gruppenfuehrer 
22 11;>rch 1946 . 6th Panzer AnOT# 

Witnessed: 

(signed) RAPHAEL SHUIAACKER 
.- Gapt , _ CJ.IP 

$Worn to and sub scri bed before me this 
twenty- second day of }lurch 1946 at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, GERMANY 

WILLI AM R. PERL 
let Lt. M.I. 0- 555149 
Investigator- Examine r , USFET"

0 
(Whereupon Prosecuti on ' s E>ehibit P- 6- A vras read in the 

Ge rman l anguage to t ho Court and t he accused by the inte rprete r .) 

PROSECUTI ON : Prosecuti on hands the reporter a st atei.m,nt 

t o be ma rked Prosecution' s Exhibit P-7 f or i dentification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No . P-7 f or identification by the r eporter. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION ( Contd , ) 

Q During the course of your assignment as an inve stigator 

in the Yalmedy ca se, did you eve r ha ve occasion to interrogate 

J oachim Peiper? 

A Ye s . 

Q I o he an accu sed in this case now in hearing before 

this Oourt ? 

A Yes . 

Q can you ide ntify him? 

A Yea • 

.u-ake a look o.t the de f e ni u.nta on your l e ft and see i f 

he i s among those present. 

A 

Q What number i s he wear ing? 

(Pe rl- Dir e ct) 
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PROSECUTION: Joachim Peiper, stand up. 

(Whereupon the accused st ood up as directed.) 

LT. COL. DWINELL: May I object to this and ask for 

a ruling from the Court? CoW1sel for the Prosecution has in­

troduced two e~bits pertaining to the accused Dietrich. 

CoW1eel for the Prosecuti.on is now offe ring in evidence exhibits 

of the same nature with respect to the a ccused Peiper. For the 

() convenience of the Court, we would like to have a ruling at 

this time a s t o whether or not we may not be permitted at thi s0 
moment to begin the cross examination of t he witness with re­

spect to the talcing of Dietrich t s st at ement and then when t hat 

matter ha s been decided, t o proceed with the next accused , 

PRE" I DENT : Objection ove rruled . 

QW,STIONS BY PROSECUTION (Cont d , ) 

Q During the course of your interrogation of Pei per, did 

he make a st atement?/ ) 
A Ye s . 

( l 
Q t\~ s it or a l or written? 

A First oral a nd the n written. 

Q I hand you a st at ement marked Prosecut i on EXhibit P-7 

for i denti f ication and ask you if you ca n i dentif y i t ? 

A Yes , I can . 

n Do you know whose handwriti ng this statement i s in a nd 

who signed it? 

A Ye s. 

Q Whose i s it? 

A J oachim Pei per• s . 

Q I s this the same J oachim Peiper you have j ust ident i fied 

oe WMring number l.i2? 

(Perl- Dire ct ) 
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Yla s t he st atement s i gned in your pre sence? 

A Yes . 

Q was the statement taken under oath? 

A Yes. 

Q Ylho administ ered the oath? 

I did. 

Q was this statement given voluntaril)C? 

u A Yes. 

Q Was any duress u sed to obtain the et ate1JEnt ? 0 
A No. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to obtain the 

statement? 

A No . 

Q Did you u se any harsh, cruel or inhumane treatment to 

obtain this statement? 

A No. 

Q Wa s this statement taken in the same manner as t hose 

0 
you took f rom Dietrich which you have previously te stified to? 

A In the ~rune manner as Dietrich t s statement and the one 

which has been f irst int reduce d here . 

Q I hand you Prosecution t s EXhibit Number 5 and ask you 

if t hiE W'cls used on the accused Peiper when he was moved inside 

the prison? • 
A The same kind of hood 'Wai!! used on Peiper too . 

Q Was it for the same purpose as when it was used on 

Dietrich? 

A Yes . 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evi dence Prose­

c ut i on • s exhibit marked number r-7 for identification, to be 

(Perl<-Direct) 
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attached .to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit Number 

P-7. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : May it please the Court, there is 

no objection except that as previously inte rposed and if we 

could at this time have a ruling from the Court as to the 

characte r of each one of these sworn statements pertaining to 

the accused, we will not make a eimilar objection in the future. 

As I Wlderstand , the Court has ruled that these will be admitted 

in evidence for whatever pr obative va lue the Court decides they 

have . If we could at this time have a ruling v.-e will not i nt e r­

j ect any more ob jections. If t he Court could rule on each one 

of these, not i ndivitl.ually, but as a blanket ruling , t hat all 

future confes sions of the a ccus ed t hat ha ve been swom to, t hat 

t he De f ense makes the same objections t hat were pr eviously 

denied. 

LAW MEMBr R: The re being no objection by the Court, 

the Law Member wi l l make t he ruling on behalf of the Pre si dent, 

The request of Counsel f or J)e f e n::1e must ne cessarily be denied 

in view of t he f a ct t hat it i s i mpossible f or t he Court t o de­

~ t he cont ent s or t he nat ure of any statement 

or the conditions W1de r 1,hich it was obtllined . It is suggested 

that if l..hc De f e nse wi sh to object to each st atement as it is 

offered , the Defense may note its objection on record, giving 

the sclJD':! reasons as given he retofore. 

PRE ',l OENT: Objection overruled . 

( Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

marked and identifi ed, wa~ received in evidence as Prosecution ' s 

BXtii bit P- 7 , i s attached he reto and made a part of thi s record.) 

pqQSECUTION : Prosecution offers in evidence a true 

a nd correct English trans lation of Prosecution Exhibit P- 7, to 
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be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 

P-7-A. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection to the exhibit 

offered by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be 

marked EXhibit P-7-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to wa:s marked Prosecution 

F.xhibit P-7-A and was received in evidence as Prosecution 

Exhibit P-7-A, is attached hereto and ma.de a part of this 

record. ) 

PROSECUTION: Pe rmission is reque sted to read Prosecution 

Exhibit P-7-A to the Court . 

PRESI DEt-7r : Pe nniss i on i s granted. 

PROSECUTION : (Reading): 

11 1, SS standart enfuehrer Joachim PEI PER, after being 
duly sworn state: 

unuring the EIFEL offeneive in December 1944 and 
Janua ry 1945, I was commander of the 1st SS panzer Regiment 
L. SS. A,H. a s well as l eader of the Armored group 'Which was 
unde r my comnand. 

At that time 11\Y Ar mored Gr oup belonged to the Leib­
s t a nda rte Adolf Hitler. The official nam0 of the L. ss . A.H. 
was the 1st SS panze r Di.vision L. SS , A, H, The commander of 
the 1st SS Panzer Division L. SS . A, H, was at t hat time SS 
Qbe rfuehre r Willibald MOHNKK , 

The 1st Ss Panzer vision 1.ss . A·.u . belonged at that 
tine to the 1st Ss Panze r Korps, which at that time was 
unde r the command of 5S Gruppenfuehrer General Lieutenant 

P'UESS . 

The 1st Ss Panze r Korps belonged at that time to the 
6th Panzer Army which was unde r the cormnand of SS Oberst - V 
gruppenfuehrer and Generaloberst i:epp (Josef ) DIETRICH. 

The 6th Army was generally called by us 6th SS panzer 
Army. However , I believe that the name 6t h SS Panzer Anny 
was onl,- l a t e r adopted officially . 

I have made t his s t atement voluntarily and c£ my o,m 
"(ill, uninflueoced b,r ¢uress, thre J1,t s, or harsh treatment, 
and uninf l uen ced by promises of any kind. 

I swear before God that the fact s stated in this 
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Btatea,nt are truo and I am prepared to repeat them, under 
oath at any time before any court . 

( signed) Joachim Peiper 
SS standartenfuehrer 
28,III , 1946. 

sworn to and subscribed before me this 
twant7 eighth day of l!arch 1946 at 

SCH\1ABISCH HALL, Gennany 

WILLIAM R, PERL 
1st Lt. M,I . 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch 
USFET II 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-7-A was read in the German 

language to the Court and the accused by the interpreter. ) 

• 

132 



V ns SR 

#10 

17 S l. 

C 
() 

0 
u 

• 
PRCSECtn'IO I Pennission is requested to read Prosocu­

tion I s Exhibit P-7-A to the Court . 

PRESIDENT I Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution 1D Exhibit P- 7-A was read to t he Court in 

tho Enelish language . ) 

I , SS Standa.rtenfuehre r Joachim Peiper , after bei ng 
duly B\Torn state 1 

During the EIFEL offensive in December 191.i4 and Jan 
1945, I was corronander of the 1st SS Panzer Regiment 
L. SS. A. H. as well as leader of the A.nnored group which 
was under my command. 

At that time my armored Group belonged to t he I.eiba ­
tandarte Adolf Hitler . The official name of the L.SS . A. . H 
was the 1st Panzer Division L. SS . A. H. The co!ll'llander of 
the 1st SS Panzer Division L. SS . A. H. was at that t~ SS 
Oberfuehrer iTillibald l!ohnke . 

The 1st SS Panzer Division L. SS .A. H. bel onged at 
that time to the 1st 5.> Panzer Korps , which at t hat time 
v1as under the command of SS Oruppenfuehrer General Lieut­
enant Priess . 

The 1st SS Panzer Korps belonged at that tirae to 
the 6t h Panzer A:my which was under the cor.:."land of SS 
Oberstgruppenfuehrer and Oeneralobo rst Sepp( Josef)Dietrich . 

The 6th Army ;·ras gener ally called by us 6th SS 
Panzer Army, however I believe that t he nafT\o 6th SS 
Panzer Army was only later s.doptod officially. 

I have ma.de this state rent voluntarily and of l1\Y own 
will, uninfluenced by chtrcss , threats, or harsh troatr.1ont, 
and uninfl uenced by promises 9f any kind. 

I s ,ea~be.fore God t hat the facts stated in this 
stater.iont are tnie and I am prepared to repeat then, under 
oath, at any time before any court . 11 

(signed) Joachim PEIPER 
SS Standartenfuehrer 
20 . rrr . 1946 . 

&,,orn to and subscribed before me this 
tiTenty eight day of t'arch 1946 at 
SCH'i'lA.SISCY HALL, Germany . 

WI LLIA!! R PERL 
1st Lt . H. I.D-555l119 
Investigator- Ex:amir.er 
ar Crimes Branch , 

usrm • 
(\Thereupon the Ge r man translation of above 6tater.ient was then read 

to the Court by the Interpreter . ) 

PilOSJ:CllT'I I : The Prosebu:tion offers in evidence two 

(Perl-direct ) 
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Picture Ufidavits executed by t he accused Joachim Peiper, to be 

marked Prosecution' s Elchibits P-7-B and P-7-C and attached to t he 

record. 

DEF'ENSEa Ther e is no ob j ection on the part of 

tha def ense . 

PRESIIENT 1 Ther e be i ng no obje ct i on, t he Exhibits 

offered by the Prosecut ion are admitted i nto evidence and 17ill 

be ma.riced Elchibits P- 7- B and P-7- 0. 

(VlherBupon t he docume nts re f erred to, ha.vine been previ ously mar ked 

and i dentified were r ecei ved i n evidence as Prosecnt ion ' s Exhibits0 
P- 7- B a nd P- 7-C - are a t tached hereto and made a part of t he record . ) (_) 

PROSEC111' I0N: I will now read Pr osecution ' s Exhibit 

P- 7- B: 

(Whereu pon Ex:hibit P- 7- D was read t o t he Court i n English l anguage 

as f ol lows : ) 

" I , ,Joachim Pe i per , being f i r s t dul)~ sv10rn 
r.1.ake t he f ollmd.nc: s t atement under oa th: 

The above tv,o phot ographs a r e photographs of 
t he s a me Gruppen.fuehr e r Ganeral - Lieut nant Priess ment ­() ionec: by me in my affidavit d>.ted 26 !la rch 1946 . 

u J oachim Peiper 
SS Standartenfuehr e r 
l.SS Pz R!,t . L. SS .A. H. 

&70rn to and subscr ibed before me t his
• 15th day of April 19 46 , 

ROBERT EB 
1st Lt . JAGD , 

(Whereupon t he German translation of Exhibit P- 7- B was read to t he 

Court by Ute intell)reter : ) 

PROOECtrrI0M : I l'fillnOl'f read to the Court Prosecution's 

Exhibit P- 7- C: 

(\Thereupon Exhibit P- 7-C vras r oad to t he Court in Engl ish language 

as follows : ) 

• I , Joachim Peiper . being f:!Jst duly 8\Torn, 
make the followin.:; stata'llent under oa t h : 

-··-•t........ Tne aQove two photo,eraplw -.re pb.oto.gr,s.pi ttf 
the same Generaloberet Sepp ( Josef) Dietrich rentioned 
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17.s.3. by me in my affidavit dated 28 ltl.r 1946 . 

Joachim Peiper 
SS Standarteni'uehrer 
l SS Pz Rgt . L.SSJ.. H. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
15th day of April 1946 . 

HOBERr E BYRNE 
l at Lt. J~QD 

('Vhereupon the Gennan translation of Exhibit P-7-C was 

Court by the Interpreter.) 

read to the 

u 
PROSECUTION1 The prosecution hands t o th,e Reporter 

sta.teroont t.o be marked Prosecution 1 s E,dubit 8 for i dentifi cati on 

ll (l'Thereupon t he document r efel'Ted to was marked Pr osecution I s 

P-8 for identification by t he Reporter) . 

Ex:hibit 

DIRECT J;;l{.\)CTNATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECtrrIONr 

Q During t he c.ou rso of your a s signi:mnt as i nves t iga tor 

in t he l':a.lmedy caue, 

Kraemer ? 

did you eve r have occasion to interview Fr itz 

0 I\ Yes 

u Q Is he 

befo r e this Court ? 

one o f the a ccused in the case nmr in hearing 

A Yes . 

Q Can you identify him ? 

A Yes . 

Q Take a l ook at the defendants 

he is anon.., thooe present 

on your l eft and sea if 

A Yes . 

Q 

A. 

at number i s he TrearinG ? 

Thirty- three • 
PROSF.CUTIOH :i'/111 the acculiil ed Kraemer please stand up? 

(\Ther eupon the accused Fritz Kraer:i.er stood up for identification by 

Tritness) . 

D.iri~ an interrogatl,'j ~ id Kraemer °*e a stater:ent ? 

(perl-direct) 
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A Yoo 

Q lru it oral or written 7 

A Firwt orol then Written. 

Q I n• hu.d ;reu tb11 1tate•nt JM.rked Preaecutioa'• 

Biehl.bit P-8 ror identiJ'ication and ·uk :,w 1J' yau can identify it f 

A no 

Q Do you knew whoae handwrltiag it U in and who 1ip.ed itT 

A YH 

Q I• th11 th.e •• Fritz Kraemer )"DU have identified a1 

·nariag nwaber JJ 7 

A Ye1 

Q Waa thl.a 1tatement 1iened in your preaence ? 

A Yea 

Q. Ia the statement taken under oath ? 

A Yea 

Q WHo adm.ni&tered t he oath ? 

.\ I did 

Q Waa any' duress used to obtain this statement ? 

A No, 

Q Did you 11ake any threat.a or promisea to obtain thia 

stateJ1.ent ? 

A No 

Q Did you uee any harah, cruel, or inlru.man treatI1ent to 

obtai n thia statement ? 

A No 

Q Was this 1tate11.ent taken in the same manner as those :,ou 

took from Dietrich and Peiper which you have previoual y teatJ.fied to ? 

A. No . 

Q How did it differ ? 

A. I took hia ora l & tatmen t first and then I asked Krae11er 

if he woul d object i f I would call a stenographer and then I called 

one of the Ge r man Officers there - a stenographer - and in Kraemer 's 

preaence I dictated the contents of his oral statement to thi& German 

(Porl-direct) 
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Officer. Then I left and while I was ab&ent the Gennan stenographer 

dictated from his shorthand notes the statement of Kraemer. Then I 

asked Kraemer whether t his is his statement and t!Y!n he answered in 

the affirmative. I hq.d him sign it and took his oath. 

Q i'lho waa the Gennan Officer r,ho acted as stenographer? 

A. He ,ms the adjutant of t he lst ,battalion and his name 

is Kramm. 

Q Adjutant of the l at battRlion o f what regiment 

A or t he lat SS Pam,er Regiment . 

Q i7as Kramm a prisone r of war at the time he .:i.cted as 

stenographer ? 

A. Yes he was . 

Q Yfas a hood , sbilar to Prosecution's Exhibit P- .5 used 

on Kramm r1hen he was moved inside the prison ? 

A. Yes . 

Q \7as it used for t he s amepurposes as it ,.,as used on 

Dietric h and Peiper ? 

Yes . 

PRC5ECUTION: Th~ Prosecution now of f ers in evidence 

1.:J f r osGi.:ut ion1s E::.:hil:.:1.t F- 8 , for ident ifica tion t o be attached to 

the record and marked Prosecut ion 1o Exhibit P -8. 

DEFEN$: The Defen se makes an objection - t he same 

objection as pr evious ly mda to the Exhibits in connection with 

Dietrich ~nd Pei per . 

PRESIDE!IT : Objection over-ruldd. - '1- ::xhibit 

c. .'.:' "' :ired by the Prosecution is ad"'IU.tted into evidence and will be 

rked Prosecution I s Exhibit P-8 . 

PROSTIX:tJrIOU:-The Prosecution off ers i n evidence a 

true and correct English translation of E'lChibit P-8 to. be attachod 

to the record and ma.riced Prosecution 's Exhibit P-8-A. 

DEFZl.:SE: lo objection 

PRESID~rr' : There bl!'ing no objection, t he D:'tlbit 
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offered by the Prosecution is Ddrnitted into evidence and will be 

marked E<hibit P-8-A. 

PROSF.CUXI0N1 The Prosecution requests permission to 

read Exhibit P-8-A. to the court. 

PF..ESIDENT 1 Granted. 

(WhereuJ)On Prosecution's Exhibit P-8-A was read to the court in 

the English language.) 

11 I, Fritz Iuchrig Karl Kraemer, being first duly 
s,vorn, state as follows 1 

Since t he 16th Nove1rber 1944 I was Chief of Staff 
of the 6th Pz Anny.~which Yfas 'generally called 6th SS Pz Anny. 
This function I exercised therefore , durine the prepatation 
of the Ardermes Offensive, and during the Ardennes offensive, 
which started on the 16th December 19~4 and lasted until 
approximately the 20th January 1945 . I held this function as 
Chief of Staff of t ho 6th Pz Arrn:i• until t he capitulation in 
!.!ay 194S. I n November a nd Docet:lber 1944, and January 19h5 
ey r ank was SS Brigadefuehra r and Generalr.lajor of the \Yaffen 
SS . SS Bricadefuehrcr as well as Generalmajor are the loues t 
Gener al rar,Jcs. In April 1945, I was pronoted by one rank 
and became SS Gruppenfuehrer a.11d General - l ieutenant of the 

· Uaffen SS . Throughout. thiG entire peri od the SS Oher(jtgruppen­
fuehre r and Generaloberst of the Waffen ss, Oberbefehlshaber 
(Comrr.ander i n Chief: trans note) of the 6th Pz Army, Sepp 
Dietrich vms my immediate superior . 

In my capacity as Chief of Staff of the 6th Pz Army, 
it was among other thines , my 'to.;,,1: to draft 01'.h :.· ~ vf t he 
6 th Pz A,r;,~,, 

1 

rrhlch Trent to its subordinate wiits , ~ - illl.W~ 

t~:1
no£:;~£~}=~~b;~LQg~~=r~~~~~~~rfnfet~~:1-1re to 

1.11 orders which originated from the 6th Pz Army had to 
go through my hands. 

Prior to the Eifel offensive 1944, a large Army orde r 
went to the corpe under me, among them al.soto the ls t SS 
Pz Corps, which was under the com.'lland of SS Oruppenfuehrer 
and General-lieutenant of the Waffen SS Priess. Also a number 
of smaller orders went to the Corps, naturally, also to the lat 
SS Pz Cor ps . 

The large order of attack which contained all tact-

!~!t•3g !~~di~~e~e;:~ts t~"th!"c~~=s~;:;;~nt~~5 ~s=d 
loth of December 1944 . Apart from other ama.ller ordera also 
an order of the day werrt to t he Corps , immediately prior 
to the offensive - I believe it was on the lh.12 .1944 -­
•v-h1.ch was -to be read and made lotown to the troops only 
immediately prior to the offensive . 

The most important ordera were signed persona.Uy by 
Oberstgruppenf"uehrer Sepp Dietr ich . In any case, the large 
attack order and the order of the day mentioned preVioualy 
to be ma.de lotcnrn to t he troops only illlm.ediately prior to 
the offensive, were signed by him . 

This order of the day which wu to be made lmcmn to 

(Perl -direct) 
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the troopa prior to the otten1ive went troa u• to the 
oorpe, tron the carpa to the diviaiona and tro11 theN 
further on down. 'Thia waa either done by ua, that ia 
the 6 th Pz A?'IIY' - Nproducing the order and deliver­
ing the copies to the corpa or •l•• that the oorpa · 
reproduced thti original order. 

In cue we ourwel.vea did not 1end copies to the corpa, 
the corp• too 11ight •~1{ have read the order to the comn-

:::!'1~:.;tlowht!r::r. ~ =.nw:·rr: :u~~~:.;:~en 
HOtt'ever, it ia alao po•ible tlat t he &I'DG'" itaelf pre­

pared -oopies and 1 ent them to the 0011>9. 

In all tactical order•, alao in the large attack order, 
aa well aa in the order of the day, it wu alao stated uong 
other thinga that the Mu.a had to be reached •• quickl.7 u 
p09aible. I atated at first in 1rr:f oral interrogation that it 
alao read in thia order that one should not be concerned 
about priaonera of war. In an oral i nterrogation atter­
warda, I then atated that i t read i n thia order that the 
leading um.ta Jlll8t not delay the1111elvea with the evacuation 
cf priaonera or war because thia •• the taak left to the 
unit• following up. 

The oombat group under t he command of Oberatf . J. Peiper 
wa1 auch a forward unit . For the cotlll'IU.tment c f this combat 
unit Pei per t he A.m;y 1• J'l)t responsible. 

This happened by orde r of t he l a t SS Pz Corpe , or t he 
l at SS Pz Div I.SSAH. / Furthemore , i t waa aaid t hat the enem_y 
who was eut of the Ma.ea must be deatroyed. I n an order I n.c 
longer recall which one i t wu , i t alao read that the expect­
ed terror of' the c i vilian populat ion waa t o be broken by 
force. I no longer know llhether it aaid here that the terTor 
of' the civilian populat ion waa to be broken by terror. W­
how violent meaaurea wre recoJ!JJ\flnded for thia . I know for 
certain that in the orde r of the day, i t s tated among other 
thinga that every ma.n Ill.lat com:tit hiJUelf ruthlessl7 with 
hi• whole aelf. \It i a possible t hat 1 t read in the orde r of 
the day ude known to the troope that i t ahould be f ought 
in the old SS apiri t . / 

I know that Oberatgruppe1fuehrer Sepp Dietrich upon hia 
return from the conf e rence ldth the Fuehrer, left ou r Hea dquar­
ters f or a short t i me to look u p Gene ral Priess of the lat 
SS PA Corps, t o g1ve i nstruct ions . 

I t i a unknown t o me what sort of i ns truction it was 
Oberstgruppenfuehre r Dietrich gave General Prieae orally . 

I made this atatea:ent vo l untaril y and of '11IY" awn will, 
uninfluenced by dureu, t hreats or har•h treatment and u n­
i nfluenced by prollia es of any kind. 

I swear before God t hat the statemen t.a which I ma.de in 
this de position are tru.e and am prepared to repea t s ame under 
oath before any court . 

Frit z Ludwig Karl Kr aemer 
SS Gruppenfuehrer and General- Lieu t enant 
of the Wa ffen SS . 
10 l.pr il 1946 . 
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B Cnartord 

Lt Col. Ur Corpo. 
81rorn to and 1ubacribed to before ae thi• 
loth day ot April 1946, at Sc-biach Hall,
Clel'Mny, 

TILLIAM R P!m. 
lot Lt, 11,I, 0-555149 
Invatigator-l!«aminer. 
11CB,1JSFE'r • 

(Whereupon the Genun tranelation of Exhibit P-8 wa1 read to 
tho Court b:r tho Interpretor) 

PRCBECUTION t The Pre1ecution otfer11 in evidence 

uro picture aftid&vita of Fritz Iudwig Karl Kraemer, te be aarked 

u Pro1ecution 1 a hhibita P-8-a and P-8-C. 

lEFENSEa The 11 no objection on the part of the 

Defenae. 

PRESIDFlfrt There being no objaction, the Elchibit1 

offered by the Prosecution are amnitted into evidence and will 

be ll&l"kod P-8-b and P-8-C. 

PROSECUTIONt The proaecution requeata permi111ion .to 

read t• the court, Prosecution I s Ex:hibit P-8-b. 
P~IDENTt Granted .11

( hereupon Exhibit P..8-B waa read to the Court in the Engliah I&ng-

uage u follon ) t 

" I Fritz Ludwig Karl Kraeraer, being fint duly 
sworn., make the following statement under oath, 

The above two photograph• are photographs of 
the same Sepp Dietrich mentioned by •e in flf3' at!'idavi t 
d•ted 10 April 1946. 

Fritz Ludwig Karl Kraemer 
Generalleutnant der Wa!'ten SS 

, Stab 6 Panzer 4l'Jllee. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me thil 
15th day of April 1946 , 

RAPP.AEL SHUMACKER 
Capt . CMP. 11 

(Whereupon the Genu.n trans l ation of Exhibit P-8-b was read to the 

Court by tho illterpretor.) 

PROO!:CtrrIONa The Proaecution also requests permission 

tc read Ex:hibi t P-8-c t o the Court. 

PRESIDENT : Gr,anted. 

(Perl-direct) 
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("lll9l'ftpea Preoocut1on•1 Bxbibit ~ •• read to tho Court 1a 

the Ellgl11h laaguage u toll"'"' 1) 

• I l'rit• LudWig K&rl Krao•r, boiag !int cllll.7 
IIWJ'II alee the foU.wiag 1tateaeat under eattu 

The abo,.. two photogrophl are phetographl o! 
the ,_ Oruppea1uoh:rer ud 00n6ral Lioutaaat Pri•• 
aontionod by • 1A "'1 at!idant dated 10 April 1946." 

Frj.tz Z.,dlrig Karl Kraoaer 
Oonoralloutunt Watton 88 
Stab 6 Panzer 4rMe. 

S...m to and 1ubacribed before me th11 
l.Sth day of April 1946 
RtPl!lEL SHITh!I.CKER 
Capt,CMP, 

(Whereupon the Geru.n tranalati on of Exhi bit p...O..(: wu read to t he 

Court by t ho :l.nto,;,roter), 

PRC6ECUTI001 T~e Pro• ecution hands the Reporter 

a 1tateaent to be aarlced Pro1ecution 1 1 P!lthibit P-9 for identitio­

ation. 

(\'lhereupon. the doclml!n.t refarred to waa urked Prosecution I a 

· Exhibit l'-9 for identification by the Repor ter,) 

Q During the courae of your inteITogatiou did you take 

more than two 1tate11ent1 which Dietrich 11igned? 

A. Yea 

Q I aow hand J'OU pro11ecution1a Exhi bi t P-9 f or ident-

ification and ask you 1£ you can identify 1t ? 

A Yes I can . 

Q Do you know i n Whose handffriting t his s tatement 111 and 

who ai~ed i t ? 

A Yea 

Q Who ns it ? 

,\ Sopp Dietrich 

Q The same Die trich you have pr evioualy identified aa 

A Yea··-···---
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Q Wu tllat •ta-t oigned ia :,eur PNHace T 

A YH 

Q Wu that 1tatuoat taka u-.r oatll , 

A r.. 

Q 1flut &dailll.otarecl tho Oo.tll 7 

A I. 

Q Wao thll 1tate•irt.giv11R nluat&rll;r 7 

4 Y•• 

Q W'aa any duree• uaed to obtain that atatement ? 

A Ne . 

Q Did you -.lee any- threat.a or prom.1.aea to obtain that 

at&telll!lnt ? 

A No. 

Q Did you uae aq harah, cruel or inlnulan treat!IMlt to 

obtain thi11 a tatement ? 

A No. 

Q Waa thia statement taken ia the 1aae •nner a• that 

which you took from Dietrich which you have p reviously testified to? 

A In a aimi.lar unner. 

PRCSECt11'I001 The Prosecution offera ill evidence 

Exhibit marked P-9 f or identl.fication ' to be attached to t he r ecord 

and rarked Prosecution 1 • Elchibit P...9. 

DEFENSE, We obj ect f or the reaaons previously 

s tated . 

PRESIDlllT , Objectl.ou over-niled. The Exhibit offered 

by the Pros ecution is adllitted into evidenc e and will be n.arked 

Exhibit p -9 . 

(Whereupon the docu111ent referred to, having been previously marked 

&nd identifieQ, 1r1.a received i n evidence as Proaecu tion 111 Exhibit 

P-9 am is attached hereto and made a part of t he record. ) 

PROSECUTIOh The Pro11ecution of f ers in evidence a 

(Per l -direct ) 
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tn• and oerreot ~&liah traulation. ot Preaeautin'• khibit P-9 

ta~· attached to the record ud an:od Pro•-tio•'• lbhibit l'-9-l. 

DEl'DSE1 Th.,.• 1" M objocUa • tile part or tile 

PRBllIDIRIT I Tllera bei.q .. ebjooUoa, tile l!l,chibit o!!orod 

h7 tu Pr.oeClltiH 1a lldll1tted iata ..,ideaco and will be aarkod 

lll<hibit p -9- •• 

(lharn.pu the uCUllent reterred te, llartaa beu. received ia e'f'ideace 

u PrHeolltiea' 1 &x:hibit ~~ 11 attached hereto and ude a part ot 

the record.) 

PROSECUTIONa The Pre1ecution reque•t• P,l"Jli.aaion to 

road Elthibit P-9..._ to the Court. 

PRP'SIDE?lTa Permiasion. grated. -- A.t this tiJle t he 

court rill receaa uatil 1315 houra. 

(Whereupon the court then recessed at 1200 hours ) 

• 

• 
• 
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C~ P DACHAU, GERMANY 

MAY 17, 1946 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1315 hours, 

l 7 May 1946.) 

PRESI DENT: Court will come to order, 

PRO SECUTI ON : I f the Court ·please, let 

the record show t ha t all members of t he Court, all 

members of t he pr osecution with the exc eption of 

0 Captain Shumacker who i s absent on bu sine ss of the 

pr os e cution , all members of the defens e wi t h the 

0 exception of Mr . Strong and Dr. Pfister who ar e 

ab sen t on bu sine ss of the de f en s e , all of the 

acc used end reporter ar e presen t . 

WILLIAM R. PERL, a witnes s for the Prosecution, 

re s umed t h e s t and and te s t i fied further t hrough an 

i nterpr eter a s f ol low s : 

•u 
DIRECT EXAMINATI ON (CONTI NUED )

-0 PROSECUTI ON: I wi ll now read Prosecuti on ' s 
0 

Exhibit Numbe r P- 9 -A. 

11 I , Obe rstgrupp enf uehrer and General oberst 
Sepp DIETRICH , beill(l duly sworn state the fol l owing : 

11 The pr e sent Gruppenfuehre r and General­
Li eutnant of the Waffen SS Fritz Ludwig Karl 
KRAEMER, was f rom Novembe r 1944 until 10 May 1 945 
Chief of Staff of the 6th Panze r Army . Before and 
during the ARDENNES offensive his rank was 
Br1gadefuehrer end Gene ralmajor of the Waffen SS . 

11 All orders which were issued by the 6th Panzer 
Army e i ther orig inated f rom him or were prepared 
on his orders . All orders which were submitted to 
me for si3nuture went through the hands of my 
Chief of Staff Brl.gadefuehrer KRAEMER . 

" When before the beginning of the ARDENNES 
offenaivs I ceme back from the conference with the 
Fuehrer I briefly informe Eri~llcef\fe'hrer llllAEraR 

(Wi lliam Perl - Direct) 
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of the speech and intentions of the Fuehrer. 

"I believe that the order which was t o be 
read to the troops immediately Pefore the 
beginning of the offensive was drawn up and 
signed by me i mmediately after my above des ­
cribed short mee ting with Brigadefuehrer KRAEMER, 
therefore probably on the 13th December 1944 . 

"On the e arly morning of the 15th or 16th 
DeCember 1944 I do not recall the exact date any 
more, it was a short time before the beginning of 
the offensive, I visited the Commanding General 
of the let SS Panzer Korps, General Leutnant PRIESS 
at his command poet. The re I discussed with him 
the method of the canmltment. 

11 1 have made this st atement voluntarily and 
of my own wi ll uninfluenced by force, threats or 
duress, and uninfluenced b y promises of any kind. 

11 1 swe ar be f ore God that the statement s i n 
t his deposit i on ere true and I am prepare d to 
repeat same before any court under oath . 

(sig ned ) Sepp DIETRICH 
Generalobers t - Oberstgruppen­

fuehrer 
11 April 1946 . 

W1 tnessed in the p1•esence of: 
MORRIS ELOV/ITZ 
Civilian Exami ner 
\VCB USFET 

Sworn to and sub scribed t o before me this 
11th day of Apri l 1946, at Schwabisch Hal l, 
Ge.rmany . 

WILLI AM R. PERL 
1st Lt, M.I. 0 -555149 

Investigator -Exami ner 
Wa:r Crimes Branch USFET. 11 

(Wher eupon the statement was read in German by 

inte rpre ter . ) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offe r s in evidence 

pic,tur e affidavit s i gned by Sepp Di e trich t o be 

attached to the rec or d and marked Prosecution ' s 

Exhibi tF9 -B. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objecti on . 

(Will i am Perl - Dir ect) 
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PRESIDENT! There being no ob jection the 

exhibit will be received in evidence and marked 

Prosecution's Exhibit No. P-9-B •
• 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was 

received in evidence as Prosecution' e Exhibit No. 

P-9-B and is attached hereto and made a part of 

the record.) 

PROSECUTION! Proaeoution ,requiree per­

mi ssion to read P-9-B. 

PRESIDENT: Granted, 

11 I, Sepp Dietrich, being first duly sworn, make 
the following statement under oath: 

"The above two photographs are pho t ographs of the 
same General Leutnan:t PRIESS mentioned by me 
in my affidavit, dated 11 April 1946 . 

( signed) Josef Sopp Dietrich 
Oberstgruppenfuehrer 
5th SS Pz. Army 

Sworn to and subscrib ed befor e me this 
15th day of April, 1945 . 

Raphael Shumacker 
Capt, CMP" 

(Whereupon the s tatement was read in German by 

interpreter .) 

PROSECUTIO N: In order to p r esent the case in 

a s near a chrono l ogical order as possible , the 

prosecution woul d now l ike to excuse the witness, 

Lt . Perl and call another witneJ s. We will h a ve 

to r ecall Lt. Perl on many oc casions however . 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTION S BY DEFENSE (LT . COL . DWINEJ:L) 

Q How long was Di etri ch at Schwabisch Hall? 

A Approximate l y three weeks . 

Q Du.ring t hat peri od of time he was 

(Wi l li am Perl - Cr os s) 
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interrogated many times, waa he not? 

A Yee, 

Q Were all the interrogations conducted by 

you? 

A I don':b know that. 

Q Now you aaid on direct examination that the 

interrogations were conducted in a so-called 

interrogation cell, is that correct? 

A Right . 

Q You had an office for the transaction of 

bus iness in the prison at Schwabisch Hall, did you 

not? 

A Y es. 

Q Why .was it necessary to conduct the 

examination in a cell? 

A There we re only two rooms available for 

offices and both rooms v,ere used fo r of'fices end 

overcrowded. 

Q Will y ou describe this particular interro-

0 gation cell? Tell us ho" larg e or h ow small it was 
0 

and what furnitu.re it contained and was it well 

lighted o r not? 

PROSECUTION : If the Court please , the 

prose cution obje cts to this line of que stioning 

because it doesn 1 t have anything to do as we see 

of the volunteerina of these statements or whether 

they were obtained under duress , or t ype of cell has 

nothing to do with it . 

LT . COL. DWil'llLL: We submi t that the showing• 
of the condit ion s surrounding t he accused at the time 

he was i nterrogated have some effect on his state 

of mind and therefore is r ele van t on the que stion 

of dur ess. 
. 147 
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PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. / 

LT. COL. DWINELL, Read the queetion please. 

(Whereupon the qu8ation waa read by the reporter 

as follows: 

"Q Will you describe t h is particular interro­

gation cell? Tell us how large or how small it was 

and what furniture it contained and was it well 

lighted or not?") 

A There were no special cells chosen as 

interrogation cells. There were regular cells which 

were nearest to the offices except for three cells. 

They were the nearest to the offices -- a whole 

fli ght of cells, 

Q Will you g ive us a description of the 

part i cular cell wherein Dietrich was i n te rrogated? 

A Two of those cells which I just described 

were a li ttle l arger than the other ones, All of 

them were well lighted, When prisoners of major 

importance were i nterrog ated , we tried to interrogate 

them in one of the two larger celle if one of them 

was available. I remember for cer t ain that Dietrich's 

first i nterrogation whi ch dealt with the second 

s tatemen t introduced at this Court today was pur ­

po s e l y taken i n one of the lar ge r cells . The 

second statement taken from him wh ch is t he first 

one introduced in Court t oday was taken in one of t h e 

regular cells which, however , was we l l li ghted too . 

Q Now, both of these statements were di ctated , 

were the-y no t? 

A Yes , the wa-y I descr ibed it before . 

Q Now , re!'erring to Dietri ch ' s statement of 

(Wi lli am Perl - Cross) 
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tho 22nd of March, isn't it a .fact that during tho 

process of dictation, Dietrich vigorously protested 

that there were incorrect statements dictated to 

himT 

A No, 

Q Isn't it a fact referring again to the 

statement of the 22nd of March that you gave Dietrich 

no opportunity to reread his statement after he had 

written it? 

A It is wrong. He reread it and he rewrote 

it. 

Q Isn't it a fact, referring to the statement 

of the 22nd of Marc h , that Dietrich was required 

to stand for a lon g period of time with his face to 

t he wall prior to mak ing his statement in writing ? 

(, 

A No . As he was the highest ranking man, 

I still remember when he was brought in and all our 

staff in fac t looked at him, or most of them When he 

was brought to the interrogation and certainly notu more than a minute after he had passed the office u 
being brought to the i nterrogati on cell, Colonel 

Ellis and Iwent int o the interrogation cel l and he 

was brought in into the ce ll stil l with h is hood 

on . 

Q Referring to the statement of the 28th• 
of March , isp 1 t it a fact that during the dictation 

b y you , the accused Dietri ch protested tha t you were 

dictating incorrect statements? 

A I do no t lmow by heart whi ch one is the 

statement of the 28th of March . Dietrich riever 

protested that some thi ng not acc or ding to the truth 

(William Perl - Cros e) 
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is being said, but he often corrected w~rds which I 

wanted to u&e in the s tat ement s and of co~rae, they 

were put down aa he wanted them to be formulated . 

Q On either of theae oooaaiona, did you ae e 

Di ; trich mistreated phyaioally in any way? 

A No. 

Q On each of these occasions was the ac cused 

brought into the cell with the black hood over h ia 

he ad? 

A I believe a t eve r y occasion . 

Q Pr ior to being b r ought into the cel l wit h 

the b l a ck hood on his head, Dietrich , Pe i per and 

Kr aemer had been led f rom t hei r cell s whe r e they 

live d, i s that correc t ? 

A Correct . 

Q At any time wer e you able to know by 

obser vat io n what happened to either of those t hree 

accus ed on the t i mes when they were led' from' t heir 

ce l l of habitati on to the cel l of interrogation? 

A Normall y not', but ~n . one . c_ase about which 

al r eady spoke Dietrich mentione d to me t hat he had 

been kicked once into his behind by somebody on his 

way . 

LT . COL. DWINELL: No further questions . 

PROSEClI'rIO!l : If the Court please , is it 

:;o ing t o be the rul e that many of the counsel will 

interrogate ever1 witness or wi l l we limit i t to one 

of the derense counsel an the c r oss examination? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it p l ease the Court , 

we do not contemplate having if possible but one 

American counse l cross exami ning every witness , but 

(Willi am Perl - Cr oss) 



it may occur h owever, that it will be necessary for 

~hree American counsel to interrogate the same witness 

b ecause the witness may accuse a private, a non 

commiss .t oned officer, and an officer. At the same 

time, one of the German counse l may interrogate or 

cross exami ne the witness pertaining to his own 

client. 

COLO NEL ROSENFELD: Will defense counsel 

supply the 'Court with a copy of the name s of Ge r man 

counsel and t heir clients for the use of the Court, 

not nece ssarily immediately but someti me in the 

near future. Fo r the present the Court wil l reques t 

that counsel confine their cross questioning to those 

que s t i ons ffl i ch directly affect the i r own client s . 

PROSECUTION : If the Court p l ease , prosecu­

tion does object to American couns el, more than one 

cross examining any one of our wi tne sses fo r the 

very r eas on they have been appointed to defend all of 

the defendants . They shoul d be abl e to designate one 

of their people. They shoul d be able to desi gnate 

one of their counse l to conduct the cros s examina­

ti on of any one particular witness. To do oth er -

wise woul d permit one , two, thr ee or fo ur of the counsel 

depending upon the desire of the individual counsel t o 

cross examine h im almost interminably and badger him 

for a great length of time . Each counsel could ask 

the same questions over, but they woul d say they 

were representing anotper group of defendant s and it 

would certainl y not be accord1ng to the principl es of 

our jurisprudence. 

GOLO!IEL ROSENFELD: For the time being , the 

defense coW1sel l i 11 be permitted to examine witnesses 
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in the manher . eet forth by the chief derense 

counsel. If it becomes apparent in the future that 

questipns are repeated or the croas examination 

becomes too long and protracted, the Co urt will 

then rule, 

• 
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DEFENSE, lla, it please the Court, Dr. Leer, r epreHnting the 

accused Peiper , 11ould like to f urther interrogat e t he wi tnaa s. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leer) 1 

Q Could you tell t he Court what you s a i d after t he first i n-

terrogation to Col. Peiper ..... be fore the start of the first interro­

gation, what you told Col. ht.per? 

A Yea. lfhen ha came in t t old him1 "I salt' you once before, 

1n November or December, and I tol d yo.u then it would be the but to 

toll me t he f ull t r uth r ight now. You then tol d mo that you don 't 

know anything about t hese ino.idents . Due t o thi s, we continued our 

investiga t ion and found out about many k illings in whoi e de t a il. You 

are i n now f or t he s e cond inter r oga tion , a..fter 1'1'8 i nterrogated almost 

1!111 the others . Don ' t you want to tell the full t r uth now? You see , 

t he more we go i n to the oue, t he mo r e we find out t he f ull truth , and 

we know elmost, maybe, ever ything al r eady . " I then presen ted him with 

some of the statements , which showed that we hed al r eady quit e some 

detai l ed knowledge of the h Appen:1.ngs , and I to l d him t hat , as an of C'icer ., 

he mugt know t hat, in his condition, it la the best t hing to surr ender 

unoond i t ionally1 thet he should not r epeat tho mis t flke Germany made 

when she did not surrender one yosr before ; the.t thore was no 3enae to 

continue a hope l eu fight. He then admi tted the orders -- ever ything 

pe rtdning to the ordGrs, ea re1J..d in the statement here. or course , 

what I said are not exact words of the conversa_tion , but it ia the 

exact meaning . 

Q Is it correct tha you said that he had a life behind him 

which is now b r oken after defeat of Germany? thl'lt his life from now on 

woul d be senseless beca use in a few days ·the SS organif;ations would be 

condemned in Nu.,rnberg, and that now he had the opportunity to uve 

the l ives of his s ol diers? 

PROSECUTI ON: If the Court please , the statement that they ere 

talking about hu not yet been introduced in evidenoa , er.id I objeot to 
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continuing oro11 exem.1nation on this · r1rat 1tatement to whioh they are 

referring -- I bel i eve it 11 a 1tatement dated the 2lat of }.{arch. 

Bowenr, it will ba o.ttered in eTidenoe sometime bter on thi1 after­

noon, and if the Defense h not allowed to orou-ex-.ine then on that 

atatem.ent, we have no objection 'to him. orou-examining now. 

COL. ROSENFELDa The Court will handle that aitu.e.ti on ,rhen it 

ari1&1. Objection overruled. 

OR. LBBR1 May he an1wer the quHtiont 

COL. ROSEUFELD I Yee. 

A I remember that I once talked to Peiper about hia f uture 

lite having not much aenae and not much hope under the present condi­

tions . I believe it was in December , but it might have been in April. 

At this ocos.aion I told hbnt "You don't have much to expect from lite 

any more -- not more new events and developments. What r emdns for you 

is your honor as an officer and, therefore , you should speRk tt~e truth ." 

I mentioned his past , his glorious put, in order t o make him speak the 

truth. I never told him that, by 11peaking the untruth or something 

similar , he could save eny l ive, . Just the contrary. I insisted during 

~ Rll my interr ogations, and at Poiper • s interrogat ion, too_. that we 

0 don't want anything but the truth . 

(_) Q When were the statements or t he other •dtnHses handed to 

Peiper, whtch you are referring to? 

A I n the course of the interrogation . 

Q At the first interrogation at Zuffenhausen, or at Sohwabisoh 

H•llT 

A At his first interrogation, at Schwabisoh Hall . 

Q c,m the witnen rerM:mber 'Mte n th.at took place? 

A. Not exactl y , but it m\lst have been at the beginning of April. • 

DR. LEER : ?hank you• 

PROSECUTION: Any more questions by the Defense ? 

DEPEliSE: No . 

• PRESIDE9T : The wi tneu is excu1ed . 

(Whereu,pon the witneu 1111.1 excuaed and withdrew.) 



PRC8BCU'l'I01'1 'l'ha Pro•eoution calla Mr. llorri• Elowits •• it• 

next witne... 

MORRIS BLCIJITZ, oelled H • witneH for the Proeeoution, • ~• 

sworn and testified through an interpreter H follow11 

tlIRBOT l!XAMINATIOII 

PR08ECUTION1 The Proeeoution han~• the reporter a etatement to 

be marked Proaaoution Exhibit No, P-10 tor Identifioation. 

(llheraupon the document referred to wu marked Proeaoution Exhibit 

No. P-10 for Identification by the reporter.) 

l;UBSTIONS BY PROBECUTIOII 1 

Q State your name, oocupation and atation. 

A Uorris Elowits, investi gator for War Crimea Branch, USFET. 

Q Are you a ohi lian employee of War Crllles Branch, USFET? 

A I am. 

Q What has your assignment been wi th Wa.r Cri mes Branch? 

A I have been au icned e.s an investi gator on the so --cRlled 

Malmedy ease. 

Q In your • ork aa an investigator, have you aver had oooas ion 

to interrogate Herm.ftnn Prieut 

A I did, 

Q I s he !\n accused i n the oaae now at hearing before this Cour t? 

A He is. 

Q Cen you identify him? 

A Yes . 

Q Take a look at the defendants on your left and ue i f he 1a 

among those present . 

A He is. 

Q What numbe r is he wear in,? 

A 45 , 

PROSECUTION: Will Hermann Priou a tend up . 

(Whereupon the defendsnt HOnnsnn Priess stood up . ) 

Q Du.ring the oouru of the int,nrogation. did Priess nake a 

atstementT 



• 
A T•• • He 11ade an oral tnd a written 1t atement . 

Q Did you UH an int erpreter at the interrogation! 

A. Yea. 

Q Who waa · i t t 

A Mr. Jo seph Kiraohbaum . 

Q I hand you a statement marked ProHoution l:xhibit JJo. P•lO 

for Identific11.tion and Hk you it you oan i dentity it. 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know whole hand111ri ting thia atat emen t 11 in, and 'Who 

•il!ll•d itT 

A I t i a in the h &Jldwrit ing of Hermann Prieaa and e i gned by hUl . 

Q Ia this the ume Renn11nn Prieu y ou have just ident ified u 

wear i ng No . 45t 

A Yea. 

Q Wa s the statement s i gned i n your p r esence ? 

A Yea. 

Q Was anyone else preuntt 

A Mr . Kirschbaum . 

Q Was t his statemont swo rn to t 

A Ye s. 

Q. Who ad.'l'lin istered the oath t 

A 1st Lt . Rober t E. Byrne . 

Q. Wu the s ta temen t given vol wits r ily t 

A I t wns. 

Was duress uaed to obtain this atatementfQ 0 

A No . 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to obtai n t his state -

ment? 

A No . 

Q Did you use any h!lra h . cruel . 01· inhuman trea tmen t to obtain 

this statem.ont! 

A No , 
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Q How wu thia 1t11.tement taken? 

A The •tatement wu taken in this me.nnor I Hermann Prieu wu 

seated on one aide o:f the table, and I waa 1eeted on the opposite 

aide. We dillcuued gene r ally oertflin 1ubjec,t1 whioh I suggested; 

Pr1noipally, it concerned the orders that on.me down from the First 

Corps, frcm the German Reg imental Commander to hi& s ubordinate com-­

me.ndsr:;, during the Eifel or the Ardennea offensive. A1'ter ·Re bed 

d t1ou111ed the aub_jeot f or some time , I auggeeted a sentence •;hich would 

be written , nnd PriG:'13 made hia correotiona o~ deletion• or addition• 

as hu 'Jfl"lt f it . Then that sentence was written down and we went on t o 

t he next l!entence , and the final dre!'t of thillit sentence wu hfllldled in 

the same way. 

Q Was ·a hood similar to Prosecution Exh lbit No . P-5 used on 

Peiper ':'fhen he wo.;; in prison? 

A I beli,n'9 lt ,vu. At the time s I s e.w Pr i ~u he wu alread:, 

seated in t ha inte rrogation room, ond I did not B Ett't h:i.m eithor brought 

or led away frorn the r oom. 

PROSECUTION1 The Prosoo ut i.on offe rs 1. n ovidenc e Prosecution 

Exhib it No . P- 10 f or I:i ont Uic ntion , to b-, nt tachod t o the r e cord cnd 

ma r ked Pr osecution Exhibit No, P- 10, 

COL. DiU NELL : The Defense objects on the grounds previously s tated . 

PnESIDEUT: 0b j eoti on ove r r ul ed . ';he exbi bit of f e red by the 

Prosecution is edr:li tted into ovid ence and ma r ked Prosecution Exhibit ?fo . 

P- 10 , 

(Whereupon the documen t r eferred to , hevtng bt1tit1 previous ly marked 

end idontified , wae reoei ved in evidence as Prosecution Exh ibit No, P-10 

e.n is &ttached her eto anc niede a perl of the rttcord . ) 

PROSECOT IOU: The Pr osecution offers in evidence e true end correct 

Engl i sh tren11ls. t ion of Pr osecution Exhibit No . P- 10 , to be a t tache d to 

t he r e cor d and marked Prosecution Ex.hi.Utt 1:0 . P- 10-A. 

OEFE!lSE: No ob j e c-t.ion. 

• • 
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PRESrl>ENT1 There being no objection, tho .er.hibi.t offered by 

the Pro1eoution is admitted into avidence and will be marked P•lO•A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

identified, was received in evidence es Prosecution Exhibit No . P--10-A 
-------------­

and is attached hereto and ma.de a part of the record.) 

PROSEC UTIO?: t The Proseloution requeata permi uion to read Exhibit 

P- 10-A, 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No . P-10->. waa read to the Court , 

u follows1) 

"I, Hermann Priess, Generl\lleutAne.nt or the warren SS, 
hav i ng been duly sworn upon osth meke t.l-ie fo lloT1ing atate .. 
ment, 

"ln December 1944 I was t he comme.nd :!. ng general of the 
I SS P11mur Korps . Under my cownend were two SS Pe.nr.er

0 Divisions, 2 Vo l ks grenadier Divisions , end 1 Per.&troop Di ­
vision. The two SS Divisions were, let SS Penzer Division 
'Lei bst~ndarte Adolf Hitler1 under the command or SS Ober­
f uehrer ?Johnke , and 12th SS Panzer Division ' Hitler Jugend 1 

unda 1· the com:nand o:f SS Stend e. r tenf uehre~ Kre.es . My Korps 
was atteched to the 6th Panzer Army . The commeudint gen ­
eral was SS Oberstgr uppenfui,hrer end Generaloberet of the 
Weffen ss Diotrich 1 Josaf . On the 11th or 12t h December 
1944 I waa or de r ed to Bnd - Ndu.he im , ond t he re e. speeoh of 
the Fuehre r took place. I remember wi t h certainty that at 
th i s spe ech SS Oberstgruppenfuehr e r Sepp Dietrich end SS 
Oberfuehre r Mahnke were praeent. The Fuehrer spoke for 

u 
') about two hours . The Fuehrer ssid to us that in the coming 

offens i vo the fe te of GermA.D.y wou l d be decided. I em not 
now nblo to r emember Any l onger ell the details of the 
speech of t.'i.e Fuehrer, but I do know that it concerned it­
self exclus i vely about the coming offens ive in t he 11est0 which l ster on ws.s known e.s t he ' Eifel Offeneive . 1 The 
part of the speech of the Fuehrer ln which he occupied him· 
self with terror methods , es fo.r as I r eme1nber DO"lf , was 
when he said to ua , 1 Terror is to be met with terror. Any 
r esistance is to be b r oken ruthless l y .• Tho Fuehrer did 
not exple.in whe ha meant by 1 terror.• I interpreted the 
phraee of the Fuehrer referr i ng to terror BS meaning t he t 
the enemy e.ir ettacke on the Gitrmen civilian population 
should ffodly be avenged. I considored the spe ech of the 
Fuehrer as propaganda which preceded the offensive and did 

• not conclude from it that the f ighting methods on the 
western fr ont should be changed . Several days before the 
start of the ' Eifel Offens i ve' I received the Field Order 
and shortly befo re the sta r t of the attack the Order of the 
Doy frw the hendquerters of the 6th Panzer Army . I trans­
mi tted the pert of thfl Fiel d Order wh.Jch concerned the 
divieionsto the respec-.ive ·divisions , and the Order oi' the 
D&y to all divi sion commandora under my command to be read 
to all troops . I r emember that theu two or ders uU '*iat 
we had to push through ruthhnly to the Mau; that every 
man had to give his beat ond that terror had to be met by 
ter r or. I do not remember at th is ti.me anything in t he ttl'O 
orders of the 6th Panzer Arm;y atoting that a wave of feor 
and terror should precede our troops , However , it ia pos-
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.lible that the ordera oonta1ned auoh a remark. but at th11 
time I do not remember it. I intel"preted those remarks · 
concerning ruthle 11ne11 • u11e 01' terror• eto. ea propaganda 
in the aame manner u I d id the apeeoh of the Fuehrer in Bed 
N•uheim and I did not believe that through that there would 
be any irregularity in fighting 111ethod1 . I alao auta1.ed 
that my divhion co111nander1 underatood and interpreted thoae 
remarks u I did. 

"On the afternoon or 15th December 19W4.. I •poke at ~ 
C.P. in Sohmidtheim t.o the commanding officer• of the ad .. 
Yance elementa and, I belteve, to the diT11ion oot111Undera. 
Due to the f'111ct that eeverel COl'llnandera arrived late and I 
ianediately thereupon had to go to another meeting, iey­
apeeoh was very short. I publhhed the Order of the Day of 
SS Oberatgruppenfuehre r Dietrick and reminded each oomnandor 
briefly on hia minion and on his duty. 

"I meko thh etatoment consisting of 4 pagl'Jr. voluntar-
ily, without coercion, thre uts , or promises of r_eward. 

(Signed) Hermann PRIESS 
Generall tn. of the lraffen S.9 
16 April 1946 

Sub£cribed e.nd sworn to 
before me this 16th day 
of April 1946 

(Signed) Robert E. BYRNE 
ht Lt. JAGD 

Nitneseed in the preunce of 

(Signed) Morri e ELC1/IITZ 
Civilian Exruninor0 WCB I USFET" 

fJ {Whereupon the statement. was rend in German to the accused by 

( the interpreter .) 
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DC1 No croaa-exa.mtnation. 

PRESIDENT: Are ther~ ~ que s tions by the 

Court! 

(There being no f urther ques tions, t he witneu 

was excuaed and r e au.med his aeat. ) 

PR0SECUTI 0U : The p r osecution r ecal ls Lieuten­

ant Perl. 

(Whereupon Lieutenant Perl r esU11.ed t he atand.) 

PROSECUTI ON : The \·1itnese ia reminded t hat he 

1e s till under oat h . 

~: Yee , a i r. 

RE-DI!jECT EXAMINATION 

i<UEST!Ol1S BY TEE PROSECUTION : 

Q. . lfow, dur ing y-our i n ter r ogation of J oachi m Peiper, whom 

you have pr evi ouc.ly i dentifi ed a s wearing "Ho , 42" , di d you take 

mo re t han one writt en statement? 

A, Yee. 

Q.. I hand you a document ne r ked "Prosecution Exhibit Ro . 11, 

for i dentif i cation, and ask you if you. can identify it? 

A. Yes. 

Q, . Do you know whose hanG.wr iti t his e.te.tament 18 in and 

who signed it? 

A. Ye s . 

IJ 
u 

.. . 
Q.. \'/ho ' a is it? 

(Perl - - Re- Direct ) 16 0 
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A. Joachim Pll,iper•• 

· '<· Ic t he.t the l a me Joachim Peiper that you have previoualy 

identified ae wee.ring "No. 4211 7 

A, Tea. 

Q. Was the ata teaent taken under oath? 

.&.. Tea. 

Q, . Who adllinietered the oathT 

.I.. I did. 

Q,. Was t h is eta tement e lven voluntarily? 

.A.. Yee, 

Q., \'las duress used to obtain t hie statement? 

.A.. 110 . 

Q. . Did you me.ke any threa ts or p rom.hes to obta i n t his 

statement, 

A. No. 

Q, , Did you use any harsh, cruel, or inhuman trea t ment to 

obtain t hat statementt 

A. No . 

Q. , Will you describe how that statement was taken?
( ) ' 

A. This is the s t a tement referr ed to in my pr ev i ous in­

u 
terrogation by this lawyer, 'Who's name, unfortunately, I've f or­

gotten a t t he moment; t h is is t he s t a tement re f erred t o ln my 

pr evious interrogation . 

PROSECUTI Or : The Pro secution offeru 

into evidence t h e doc\Went ms.rked 11 Prosecution Exhi bit Ro . 11, 

for identification" , and asks t hat it be attached t o t he r ecord 

and marked 11 Prosecutton Emibit No , 11'1 . 

DC : The defense objects to t h is co~ 

fession , on t he grounds p r eviouoly s t at ed. 

(Perl - - Re- Direct) .. 
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Pm:SI IXEMT 1 The obj ection is overrule d. 

The :17.hibit offer ed into evidenc e by the prosecution will be 

a dmitte d into ev i dence and marked Prosecut i on Exhibit P-11. 

PllOSECUTI Ol!' : The pr osecut ion now offers 

int o evidence a t rue and correct tranela.tion, t o be atta ched 

t o the recor d and mar ked "Prosecution Exhi bit P-ll-.l". 

PRESIDENT1 The transla tion offer ed int o 

evi dence by t he prose cution will be accept ed into evidence by 

t he cou r t and at t ached to t h e recor d, tiarked "Pr osecution Exhi­

bit P-11-A'. 

PROSJJCUT IOU: Th e p ro secution r equests 

p ermission to r ea d Prosecution Exhibit P- 11-A into t he record 

at t his time . 

Pll!'.SI DDfl' : Gr anted . 

TJA: "I , SS Standart enfu epl'er J oachi m 

Peiper, meke t he followint; st11ternent under oath, aft er f irs t 

beiI1€ duly swor n . 

"Du.ring t h e }J i fel Offen6ive , i n 

December 1944 , I wa s SS Obere'W.r mfuehrer and Co mmander in 

chnrge of the Armo r r d Group . 

"I , mys ,,. lf, \ta s noti f i ed only v ery 

late abo t t he pll?'ticulars of the comi ng C/l.11\pai.;n , and I could 

no t influence the p r eparation of thh o!'fen6ive . 

11Abou t t he 12th of Decemb er, 1944, 

i n tho vicinity of KO LLi.1, a meet i nc with t he Fuehrer took place , 

a.t which a ll col'l'.llBllder s , down to Divi ai on Comt:1S.nders pnrtici­

pa.ted. I did not pe.rtici t e at t h is meeting . I do not know . ,. what orders wore issued there . only lmow t hat the Fu.ehrer 

t:Jade a three- hour addres s . Until the 10t h of Decemb er, I bad 

(St.:i. to:1ent of .Peipr) 
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not the slightest idea in whi ch direotlon our offensive would 

t ake p lace. On t ho 14th December, 1944, I w111 order ed to the 

Divi s ion Command Foat, which was located in BLAlflCEllliEIM, where 

I bad but a short conver1at ion with the Divieion Commander, Ober­

fuehrer MOmm. Th e field or der and t he other mate r ial, such as 

maps, dieposition of t he eneq, a nd so forth , I rece ived from the 

11 Ia" of tho Division, SS Oberatu.rmfuehrer ZIEMSSEN. I did not 

read the material g iven to ra.e at the Divisional Coi:mi.and Post, be­

cause I was in a hurr7 1 a.nd wae a lso in a bad mood, beoauee I 

disagr eed with the ent1,re preparation f or the undertaking uhich 

l ooked highl y defective to me . 

11 I t hen returned on the same day to my Oomma.nd 

Po st , which wa s located in a Forester' s house in the BLA'NIOllm:I M 

woods . First , I ordered rny Adjutant, Hau.pt6turmfuehrer Ho.ns G UHLE, 

to call a co.111..'!ICJlder s ' mee ting fo r t he same day, at a bout 1600 hours . 

This left me about two hours, which I us ed to study the mate r ial 

banded to rne at t he Division. The very first i mpr ess i on of the 

terra i n which I got, with t he aid of the map 6 1 reassured my opin­

i on thc.t it wns a desp erate under takinJ . I can remember that in 

t his QB.t erial, among other things, wa. o an order of the 6th 55 Pan­

zer Army, with t he contents that considering the despe1·ate situa­

tion of the Ger mo.n p eople, a wave of terror and fright should pre­

cede our troops. Al so , t his order point ed out t hat t,he G-eri:ian 

soldier should in this offensive r ecall the i nnumerable German 

victims of the boabing terror. Fu.r t he r C10re , it wa s sta t ed in 

t h i& or der t hat the eneey resistance had to be broken by terror. 

Also , I am nearly certa i n that in this order it vo.e expreu l y 

ste.ted t hat nrisoners of war must be shot , where t he local condi­

tion& of combat should so require it . 

( St a t ement of Pei:;:,r) 
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·•Thia order was incorporated 'into the Regimental 

order, whic:h wu drawn up on rq coanand by Hauptsturmi'euhrer GRUHLE, 

hued on the material handed to ue. 

"Close to l6oo houn, the Commanders' meeting took 

plaoe, at which the tollmr'blg persons participateds f!\YB&lt, Sturm­

bannteuhrer Werner POETSCHKE, Sturmbannteuhrer ( then Hauptstunnteuh­

rer), Jooef DIEFENTHAL, Sturmbann!ouhrer Cluotav KNITTEL (although 

he arrived a little late), Obersturmf'euhrer HARDDrCK, Stunabannfeuhrer 

Dr. STICKEL, Hauptsturmi'euhrer OTTO, and I believe also the Major 

who commanded the Anti-aircraft Battalion attached to me. In addi­

tion, Hauptsturmfeuhrer GRUHLJo; was at least temporarily present. 

At t his meeting, I did not ment.ion anything that prisoners of war 

should be s hot. whon the local conditions of combat should so require 

it, because those present were all experienced officers to whom this 

was obvious. 

''In the meantime, the Regimental orders w!!re written• 

and were picked up by the battalions, either during the night or 

on the followin g day. 

11It is possible, althou g.~ I don' t know for sure , 

that the paragraph or the Regimental orders which dealt ,nth the 

prisoners of war, and was taken from the Army order w:1 thout receiv­

ing any additions , was not sent to the battalions in writing, but 

for reasons of securi ty 'l"Ta.S only looked at in the Regiment, and 

remainad there to avoid this order fal ling into enenzy- hands. 

"The above Army order, about '.Thich I have just taJ.k­

ed, was signed by 55 Oberste;ruppenfeuhrer and Generalob'3r st Sepp 

DIETRI CH. 

11 I know, however, that the order to use brutality 

(S\ahn,ont of P<l'.!.por) 
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wu not given by Sepp Dietrich out of hia. am initiative, but 

R-lJ,-6 that he only acted along the lines whioh the Feuhrer had express­

ly laid d~. 

lf'When I was received on 14 December 1944 

by Division cOmnander., Oberfeuhrer UOHNJm., he told rre that he was 

present at the meeting with the Feuhrer and that., on orders of 

the Feuhrer, it had to be fought with special brutality. Whether 

on this occasion Oberfeuhrer MOHNKE used the word 1brutal1ty 1 , or 

something similar., I don't know any longer, at least that was 

the s ense of it. Oberfeuhrer MOHNKE also said that the Feuhrer 

stated, 1 ••• It has to be fought without humane inhibitions, 

and one should remember the victims of the bombing terror••• '• 

Oberfeuhrer MOHNKE also said on t his occasion t hat the Feuhrer 

spoke excellently - for thr~e f u11 hours - and that he had ex­

pressed +.he fullest confidence for victory. After the Feuhrer 1s 

address, as Oberfeuhrer ~{OHNKE told me , only Field Uarshall MODEL 

eave a 1Sieg Heil' to the Feuhrer -- nobody e l se spoke. On the 

morning of 15 December 1944, I was at t he Comnv.md Po.st of tho 

lat SS Panzer Corps, l'there t he Commanding General SS Gruppenfeuh­

rer General Lieutenant PRIESS s poke in front of all Re gimental
(.] 

Com.'M.nders and commanders of independent units u.nQ.er him. Inde­

pendent uni ts have at least the size of a battal ion, but they are 

not under a r egin:ent , but directly under a Division . 

11A t t his oeeting about thirty commanders 

and leaders of independent units part1.eipated. Among others, I 

saw SKORZENY there for the first tir.1e . From my Panzer Gr oup only 

Sturmbaruifeuhrer Gus tav KNITTEL was present, with the exception 

of rey"5elf . General Lieutenant PRIESS spoke about the meeting 

rlth the Feuhrer and he also said that , on orders of the Feuhrer, 

.. (Statement of Pei per) 
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to fight with reckloss brutality . Her~ also, I don 't know 

the exact --,rording, but I am nearly certai n that General Lieu­

t enant PRIESS us ed the worda as t hey were in the Army order, 

when he talked abcut the manner in which t o treat the enemy 

and fig.lit him. Anyhow, out of his words emerged that we had 

to fight vii.t h brutality and that this was expressly desired by 

t he Feuhrer. 

"I make these statements voluntarily and 

out of my own free will, uni nfluenced by pressure, threats , 

harsh treatment or promises of any kind. I swear before God 

that these statements which I tM.de are t rue and I am prepared 

to r 7peat t h~m under oath before any court . Signed: Joachim 

Peiper, SS Standar t enfeuhr er, 21 Ua.rch 1946. Wltnessed : Ra.ph­

aol Schumacher, Captain, CUP . Sworn to and sub.c:icr ibed before 

!'le this 21s t day of llarch, 19ti6, at SCH\'TABISCH HA LL, Germany, 

siQ1ed : 1,"/illiam R. Perl , Firs t Lieutenant , M. I. , InYestigator­

Examiner, War Cr imes Branch, USFET . tt 

PROS~UTION : The prosecution offers int o 

evidence at t his timeJ picture af fidavits executed by Joachim 

_Peiper, to he a t tached to the record and to he marked Prosecu­

tion Exhibits P- 11- B, P- 11-C, P- 11-D, P- 11- BJ P-11-F, and P- 11-

G. 

DC : The defense has no objection . 

PRF.SIDhNT : The picture affidavits o.ff er ­

ed into evi dence by tPe prosecution will be a~cepted into evi­

dence b:,· the cour t , attached to the record and marked Prosecu­

tion Exhibits P- 11-B t hrou gh G. 

PROSECUTION : The prosecution requests 

pernd.ssion to r ead these picture affidavits to t he court . 

(Statement of Pei per) 
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PRESJDl!IIT1 Granted. 

(Whereupon the trial judge advoeate read 

to the court the identitication data pertaining to the accus­

ed appearing on the picture aff idavits admitted into evidence 

by the court aa Prosecution Exh1b1to P-11-A through P-11-F, 

which are attached hereto.) 

PROSECUTIONI The prosecution hands the 

reporter a statement to be marked 11 Prosecut:J.on Exhibit 12, for 

identification". 

Q. While you were an inves tigator of t he Ualmedy case, 

did you ever have occaeion t o interrogate one , Franz Sievers? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Is he an accused ~ow, 1n t his case? 

A. Yes . 

Q. \'fill you t ake a l ook a t t hose pres ent, and s ee if 

he i s among t hem? 

A. Yea . 

Q. Wha t number i s he wearing? 

A. Filty-nine. 

Q. Durin r, the cour se of the int errogation of the accus­

ed Siever s , did he make a s tatement? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Was it oral or written? 

A. Ora.]. fir st, then written. 

Q. I hand you a paper, M r ked 11 Prosecution Exhibit 12, 

for identific.:i.tion11 , and I ask you if you can identify it? 

A. Yes . 

Q. i/as that statement signed in your pres ence? 

(Qualification of Sievers ' Statement ) 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know l'fhoso handwriting t hb statement ia in 

and who signed it? 

A. Yes. 

Q, Who? 

A. Franz Sievere. 

Q. Is that the same Franz Siever9 that you have just 

identif ied as wearing No• .59? 

A. Yes. 

Q. V/hen he signed this statement, was there anyone e lse 

present? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Vfho was it? 

A. Captain Schumacher. 

Q. iTas this s tatement sworn t o? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ·who administered the oath? 

A. Captain Schumacher. 

Q. 'V{as this statement given voluntarily? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was duress us ed to obtain t his statement? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ma ke any t hr eats or promises to obtai n t his 

statement? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhwnan treatment to 

obtain t hat statement? 

A. No. 

Q. How was, that statement taken? 

(Qualificat ion of Sievers ' Statement) 
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A. SieTere first was interrogated about the subject of 

these orders and he then made L"l oral st&temt!lnt and then he 

wrote it down according to - in his own words. This state­

ment was dictated by me. 

Q. I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. S and aek you if 

a hood of this type was aver worn by Sievers, when he was in 

pri!lon? 

A. Yes , it was. 

PROSECUTI0Nt The prosecution offers 1.nto 

evidence at t his time the statement marked 11 Pros ecution Exhibit 

12 1 for i dentification11 , to be attached to the record and to 

be marked 11 Prosecuti.on Exhibit 1211 • 

DEFENSE: The defense objects , on the 

grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT : The objecti on is overruled . 

lJEFENSE : The defense has no further ob­

jection. 

PRFSIDENT : The statement marked 11 Prosecu­

tion Exhibit 12, for 1dentificati on11 and offered into evidence 

~~ tm prosecution as 11 Prosecution Exhibit 12 11 will be accept­

ed into eyide nce by the court and marked Prosecution Exhibit 12, 

for a ttachment to the· r ecord. 

PROSD::UTI0N: The 9rosecution offers into 

evidence a true and c.;orrect Enp-lish translation of Prosecution 

Exhibit 12, to be attac'1'3d to the r ecord and marked Proi:; ecu­

tion Exbibi't 12- A. 

D~SE: The defense has no objecti on. 

(Qualification of Sievers I Statement) 

• 
Hi9 

http:11Prosecuti.on


PRESIDm.JT I There being no objection, 

11-13-11 the Exhibit offered into evidence by the prosecution 1s accep­

ted into evidence by the court and will be marked Prosecution 

Exhibit 12-A. 

FR0SIDUTI0N I The prosecution requests per­

mission at t his ti.me to read Prosecuti on Exhibit N.o. 12-A to 

the court. 

PRESIDENT I Orantad. 

PROSJ!'DU'l'I0Nr This is the statement of Sie­

vers: ttOn December 1.5 1944, I received in a forester's· hbuse 

or hunting castle, in the woods near RLANKHEIM, a t a Company 

Commander's meet ing, the order : 1 ••• i f it is necessary and 

the sit uation necessitates it, take no prisoners of war••• 1 • 

The Company Commanders of the First Battalion were pr esent 

at t his meeting, furthermore , a Haupts t urmfeuhrer of the Sec­

ond Company of tha 501s t Section Koenigstiger. Only I was 

present f rom my Company. Signed : Franz Sievers, 25 Februar,J 

1946 , Sworn to and subscribed before rrs , this 25t h day o.f 

February 1946 at SCHI.VABISCH HALL, Germany, signed, Raphael 

Schumacher, Captain, CMP, 11 

(ffilereupon t he statement was translated 

into German and r ead to the c ourt by t he interpr eter . ) 

• 

(StateBent of Sievers) 
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PRESIDE!!T1 Court will 40ffl3 to order. 

PROSECUTION1 I! the Court p l eaee, all the members of the 

Court are pr aSent, all the members of the Prosecut::l.on are 

· present with the exception of Captain Shwnaoker, who is absont • 

on business 0£ the Prosecut i on and all the members o.f the Derense 

Coun~el are present with t he exception of Dr, P!ister and Dr, Rau 

who are absent on business of the Defense Counsel, all the 

defendants and the r epor ter are present. Prosecution hands the 

repor ter a statement to be marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 

13 f or identification. 

(Whereupon the document refer red ~ wae· marked 

Prosecution Exhibit NUlllber 13 f or i dsntification by t he r eporter,) 

First Lieutenant WILLIAM R. Pm.L, a rttn'ese f or the Prosecut ion 

r esumed the stand and testified as folloWB: 

REDIP.ECT EXAIIDI TION (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION1 

Q, In your hwes t igation of +,he ~lmedy case, did you ever 

0 have occasion to i nterrogate one Arndt Fischor? 

A Yee. 0 
Q Is he an accused in the ~ase now li.9ar1ng before this 

court? 

A Yes . 

Q Can you identL<'y him? 

A Yes. 

Q Take a look at the defendants on your l e!t and see 1l 

he is amo.ng those present. 

A Yes , he is . 

What nwit)er i o he wearing? 

A Number lJ , 

During the course of inter rogation, did Fischer make a 

statement? 

A Yes, . 1n 
Perl - Redirect 

http:Prosecut::l.on


0 
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Q I hand ;r~u statement markod Prosecution•s Eicbibit 

· Number 13 for idanti!ioat ion and ask you if you can identity it. 

A Yes, 

Q Do you lmow whose handwriting thia statement ~ in and 

who signed it? 

A Yea. 

~ 'llhoae was it? 

A Arndt Fischer • . 

Q Is this tho same Arndt Fischer yoU: just identified ao 

1'19aring MUlllbe r lJ? 

A Yea. 

Q Was the stat ement signed in your presence? 

A Yes . 

was anyone el s e there? 

A Yes , 

~ Who was it? 

A Captain Shupw.oker. 

1''as this statement sworn to? 

A Yes. 

\'Ibo administered the oath? 

A I did. 

was the statJJI1ont made ·1ol untarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Was duress used to obtain this statement? 

A No . 

Q Did you maka .any tt,.reat s or promises to obtain this 

s~atem.ent? 

>. No. 
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Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhuman treatment to 

obtain this atatemont? 

A Mo. 

Q How was t his statement tnkGn 7 

A Fi.Baher was inter!'ogated very l ate on t he .31st or Uarch 

19h6. At this time alraa(zy m:ist of the defendants had givon state­

ments and had made confe1nlions . I called Fischer in and told him 

that l!'e lmow everything. I 'then callod i n several or his co-officers 

and. asked them whether thoy bel ieved that TfB laloYr ever,ithing and 

they told him yes , they know everything, t h '1re is no sense in 

denying anything and Fischer riad.o an oral statement and from 

h1.s oral s t atement I dictated the written statement in tho Game 

way as I lu d dictated the statements mentioned here before. 

~ I hand you Prosecution •s E,chibit Number 5 and ask you if. 
a hood s imilar to this ono was ever used on 1 i.scher inside the 

pri~on? 

A Yes. 

PROSECUTION , Prosecution offers in evidence Proeeoutton ' D 

Exhibit marked Numb(jr 13 for identificAt1on to be attached to 

CJ the record and marked Prosecution 1s Exhibit Nwnber 13 . 

LT. CO!DNE:L mvINELLr Defense objects to t he confession on 

gr0W1ds as prev:!.ou91.y stated. 

DEFENSEr Mo further objection. 

Pfl IDENTi Tho objection i ovc:r-..U.Od., The exhibit o!ferod 

by the ~secutlon is admitted in evid,:3,icc , mrked rtP,...lJ . " 

PROSECllrION : Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 

correct Enclish tr~slat ion of osec t ion t e Exhibit Ht.Unba r 1,3 

to h.1 attac l~ed t o the recor d and mal·kcd Pr~s00 1tion 1s Exhibit 1 .3- A, 

17111 the repcrte!' pl ease mark i -f? 

(Whereupon t he clocwnent rofe,..red to was marked Pr vs•!Cution 1 s 

?:Xhl. it 13- A by tha reportor,) 
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DEF'ENSE1 No objection on behalf of the Defense, 

PR'IBIDENTt Thare baing no obj ection, the exhibit of f er ed 

b¥ the Prosecut i on will be admitted i.~ evidence and will be 

~.arkod •P..lJA•. 

PROSECUTION1 Attached tc t his Prqoeoution Exhibit Numbe r 

l J is a sketch which· we wi ll c:ive the eourt a photoetatic oopy 

of with a translation of t he l egend, Prosecuti on r equests 

permis s ion to r ead Proseout i onts E,chibit NUJ'llbar l J -A, 

~ m .ElIT1 Granted, 

(Wher eupon E>chibite P-13 and P-lJA were read in both.() 
t he D'lglish anti o -u·man l ancuage as follows1 

d 
Exhi bit P..lJA 

"I, SS aiters turmfuehrer Arndt FISCHE.'l:l, boing duly sworn 
state tha f ollo,,.i.ng 1 

•an the 20th February 1939 I volunteered for the SS 
Totenkopfverbando, From Februacy 1939 J \Ultil 
February 1940 I was in the concentration caI!p 
BUCHENWAID wit h an interruption of about B weeks 
during which I was assigned to the concent ration 
camp ORANm?BURG no a.r BERLlN. At the end of 
February 1940 I wal!I then transferred w1th 
Totenkopi'verbande to the on.et. 

0 "Although at t hat t ime , t here was no war with 
RUSS IA yet, we were of need in the east , t hat 

· i s , in POLAND, as the populati on waa not al ways 
friendly minded. From Novembsr 194o until 
Febr ua:cy 1943 I was continual ly" in s chool s in the 
hinter l and where I was i'ir:1 t a pupil. From 
February 191'1 on, I was teacher in several SS 
school ~. I l ectured tactical subjects and 
Wel tauschawm&• Since June 19LJ , I bel onged te 
the SS Panzer Regimwlt I , "ISSAH11 • Durir.g the 
EIFEL offensi ve from December 1944 until January
I945, I was Adjutont of tho lot Battalion of t ho 
SS Panzer ttegiment I, 11!.SSAH"• 

ttQn December l ,S , 1944 in a forester ' s hous4il in 
BlltNKENHEDI a written regimental. order was 
handed tc me by Hetuf. Hans GRUHLE Adjutant 
of t he SS Fanzer R~iment I , "!SSAB"• 

11 in this reg:1,piental or der handed t o me by Hetu£ • 
Hans ORUHLE amngst other t hint:s it read that 
a wave oi' fear and terror was to precede our• troops and that t he resist ance of the eneey 
..a.5 to be broken by terror. 

"Furtffi noore it said in this r eginente.l order that 
where th3 o.il itary situation should atsol utely 
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necessitate it, to shoot prisoners of war. Alter 
receivin& the regimental order, without ad.din& 
811¥tbin& I had this order copied anew, and changed t he 
headiJ1& hereby troma 

SS pz a,t, I, •I8SAJ111 

to I,/(mixod) SS l'Z Jq:t I, •I8SAJ!llo 

"On the same cl.q also, on the 15'th of Dec;iember 1944, 
a conference took plaoe i n the samo foresterts 
house at which Stub&! POETSCHJ(E Commaniar or the 
I,/(mixed) SS l'Z Jq:t I, •LS5.UI", also issued the 
sama order to tho compCD¥ conwanders. I alse took 
part at t his ccn f "3rence bat I wae not continuously 
1n the room. However, at t ho time Stubaf POETSCHJCE 
spoke about that we shoul d no t takq aiv pri soners 
where the mili t ary si tuation absolutely required 
i t , POETSCHKE al so declared hereby t hat this crder 
was a secret or der• 

"In lltl' oapaci t,, ao Adj utant o! tha 1,/(mJ..'<ed) ss pz 
Rgt I., 11 ISsAff" i.mioodiately after this confer enCe , 
I had r equested t he off i cer s who belonged to our 
battalion to s i gn the order which was ret yped from 
regimenta l order to battalion ordar described above. 

"As f ar as I r ecall thio sie:nature was r endered on 
the reverse s ide of this described r egimental ardor. 
The paragraph which I had written with 'the t ypewriter 
read approximatel y t hus t 

"Aclalovrledge ardor on reverse side . n 

11Anyhmr, t his was the exact meaning of t he f i 1'St sentence 
of the paragr aph added by me. These words quoted here with 
quot ation marks were t hen .fol lowed by a pl edge t hat the 
contents of this order were being kept secr et. However , 
I don •t r ecall any- l onger tha exact wording of this 
second sentence . 

"I had a l ine written with the t ypewritar for the 
signatures of tho individual officers , after t he pl edgo 
o .keeping it a secret . This line read1 

"Commander l Dt Comp • , •••• , • , •• , •• , • 11 

'' Colllrl'~der 2.~d comp • • ••• , , • • • •• • •• • u 
etcJ 

"After the described conference I sat at a l ittl e t abl a 
and called tho officers to m'J for their signature 
before they l ef t , I am pretty s ure about i t that 
I didn ' t also give the 1'Ti tt,m orders along to t he 
individual companies , which would bear t he danger 
lffiUl ifol d that t his artier fel l i nto t ha hands of the 
enemy a."ld t he rewith would c.:u::.e !"eprisal s against 
Garman prisoners of \Tar , M:ire so a wri tten f on,arding 
-:if this order to every individ.u'.l company l'fOuld have 
cos t more t imo and lf'8 were at t hat tillo in a hurry, 
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"For better WldarstancU.n& of thia statement I have 
prepared a sketch which I mar k "A" attached hareto . 
The symbo,ls of thia sketch representa 

1. Room of tho Regimental and Battalion Coffll"laD.dor . 
2. Room in which I had the or der signed. 
3. Reiimnt ..,_nd BattaliOn C,P. . 
4. E)ltrance
5, Easy Chairs or Chairs , 
6 , Tabla on whi ch I had t he order si~e<l. 
7, Bench, 
B, Firepl ace, 
9, Table, 

"In room J stood several ob jects vrh:1.ch I don 1 t recall 
an.y l ongor, Alreacy in the afternoon on the 17th 
Docember 1?44 at the ontranoe ot FNOEISDORF, I was 
wounded and Withdraw from acti on , 

"I put do1¥ll t his statement voluntarily and out of u:cr 
own will, uninfluenced by t 01•ce I t hreats I or harsh 
t reat m:mt 1 and uninfl uenced by promises 0 £ r eward of 
aey kim, 

111 swear be!'or a Cod trot t ha st,ate?IEnts wh.1.ch I mads in 
th1s mat ter ar e true and I am prepared to repeat t hes e 
under oath before any court . 

(Si..,"?led) Arndt PISCHER 
SS Untersturmfuehrer 
31 l!oroh 19!;6, 

11Sworn to and subscribed before 
me t his 31st d9¥ of MArch 1946 
at Schwabisch Hall , Ger many. 

WlLLIAII R PERL 
lat Lt, M, I, 0- 555149 • 
Invest igator- Examiner. WCB. USFET' 

0 

. . 

176 
Per l - Redirect 

http:vrh:1.ch


.. 

PROOa:tTTI(l{1 Prosecution offers in evidence a picture 

affidavit executed by Arndt Fischer, to be attached to .the record 

and marked Prosecution Exhibit No, P-lJ-B,. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL1 There is no objection on the part or the 

Defense to the introduction of this exhibit. 

PRF...SIDENT1 There being no objection, the exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 

Exhibit P-13-B, 

(Whereupon the docuraent referred to I having been previously 

marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit 

No . P-13-B and is attached hereto and ma.de a part of the record . ) 

PROSECUTIOli I Prosecution requests pennission to .read 

Prosecution Exhibit P-13-B. 

DEFENSE COtn~SEL: May it pl eas e the Court, Def ens e counsel 

see no advantage in having all of these photograph afficlavi ts translated 

and sugges ts that the Prosecution e;o ahead and read them in Enali:i,h only. 

PROSECUTION s ( Reading ) "I Arndt Fischer, being first duly 
sworn make the f ollowing statement under oath: 
The above two photor;raphs are photographs of 
the same Hauptsturmfuhrer Hans Gruhle mentioned 
by me in my affidavit dated March Jl., 1946 , 

(Signed) Arndt Fischer 
Unters turmfuehrer11 

PROSECUTICJ~ 1. You may cross examine . 

m:FENSE C~l~....L : 'a:.y it please the Court, at this time 

the American Defens e counsel do not desir e to interrogate the witness . 

Hovrcver, Dr . Leer, represent ing the accused Colonel Peiper does desire 

t.D ask some questions in connection with the confession . 

LAW MEMBER: Bearing in mind that they will not be a 

repetition of the q_uest i ons asked with r espect to the same accused 

pr eviousl y . 

PROOECUTIO!l : Yes . 

DR. LEER: That is correct. 
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RECRQ'lS El'.AIIINA TICN 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE, (DR, LEER) • 

Q Lieutenant, when d i d you t&lk over this statement of 

Colonel Peiper, with Colonel Peiper, the statement of 21 March 19467 

PROSECUTICNs Yay it please the Court. the Prosecution 

objects to further cross examination on the statement of March 21, 19L6 

of Colonel Pe iper, on the groW1d that he was ·previousl y cross examined 

on this statement by the same counsel . 

DR. LEER , llight I say something to t hat? I was not able 

to say anything about that statement which was introduced by the 

Prosecution after the Witness was recalled . The poin t of my question 

is merely for the sake of formal clarity ,nth which I will l ater not 

be forced to delay the Court arzymore . 'l'hey are brief . 

Pn.ESIDENT: The objection of the Prosecution i s overruled . 

'IBE WI 'l'NFSS : Lfay I see the statement of the 21st of March? 

There were several statements taken on t hat day and I don ' t kncr" which 

of the statements that is by heart . 

PROSECUTIOO r May it please the Court, I would sugges t that 

hereafter counsel r ef er to the statements by Exhi bi t number and not by 

t he date of the statement . 

DR. L~ : Evidence 11. 

PRESI DEN T: Wi t hout l ea.Ying the court room there will be a 

recess of approximately five minutes . (1605) 

(l.610) 

PRF.SIDENT: The Court will come to or de r . 

PROOECUTION : Let the r ocor d shO'iT that all t he mee1ber s of 

the Court, all t he member s of the ProJiecution lfi t h the exception of 

Captain ShUllacker who is abs ent on business of the Prosec1..1tion, all t he 

member s of the D8 f ense counsel With t he exce pt.ion of Dr . Pfister and 

Dr • Rau who are absent on bus iness of the accused - - -

LA.W MEMBER : Dr . Rau is pr':!sent . 

PllCSECUTiot! : Yea , Dr , 1'1t h the exception 
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of Dr. Pfister, all the def.endants and the reporter is present. 

THE WI'lWF..SSs I discussed this statement with Peiper during 

the course of the interrogation, or course , and thus the other also 

shc,ws several corrections. Maybe a week after the statement was taken, 

Peiper asked me whether he could have a copy of it or whether ho could 

see the statement again. It was then in Wiesbaden for photocopying. 

As soon as I could ge t hold of the original again , I showed i t to him, 

the original or a copy of it, but I didn 't discuss it. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE ( DR. LEER ) 

Q Uy question as~ed for a briefer anBlt'er than that . When, 

Lieutenant, ·was this statement ,rhich you have in your hand discussed 

wit h Pei per? 

A Uever after it was taken . 

Q Was it discussed and written dmm , al l at the same time? 

A Yes . 

Q V/ithout interruptions? 

A Ce:rtainl y with jnterruptions of a few minutes . 

Q Another question, the records of vh !ch of the interr ogations 

wlich you had taken doi.rn previous ly did you put before Peiper before 

the proceedings in t his interrogation1 

I. I cannot remember it exactly anymore . 

Q Do you, witness , remember whether t he accused Sepp Dietrich 

was interrogated by you prior to or after this interrogation of Peiper? 

A I believ• Die t i ch was interroga d a f terwards . 

Q I s i t poss i bl e that oral interrogations of the accused 

Dietrich happened prior t o that time w,i t hout thelle being reduced to 

l'll"iting2 

A When Dietrich was interrogated the• first time he mads his 

f irst state:nent right then . 

(Per l-recroes) 
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Q Do you remember , Mr. Witness , whether you put the record 

of the interrogation of Sepp Dietrich before the accused Pe iper , 

either prio; to, during or after the interrogation of Peiper? 

PROOECUTION1 lJaiY' 1.t please the Court, I would like to 

have the Defense counsel instructed to refer to the interrogation 

of Dietrich by F.xhibit numbers, so that the witness will be more ab l e 

to answer the questione. 

DR. LEER: The witness will h~ able to understand me 

easily since the fac t ia that I am saying that t he interrogation of 

Dietrich conceimed is t he first one . I s it number 7? Excuse me 

I don't lmO\'f ,. 'nlat i s the first interrogation . I was not asking 

about an Exhi bit, I was asking about the f irst interrogation of the 

accused Dietrich and this in relation to the first interrogation of 

the accu::ied Pei per . The question is clear and should be underst.and­

able to the vritness , if he can remember . 

PRF.SIDENT: The object ion of the Pros ecution is overruled . 

THE WI TNESS: I understand the que~tion but it was a lmost 

on the same day and I cannot r ecall whom I interrogated first , P.ej,per 

or Dietrich or whether I shOlfed Pe i per Di etrich ' s statement . I believe 

that is What you mean . 

DR . LEER : If t..'le Court Will permit one mor e questiol}? Did 

you, Mr . Witness , see the hoods which .,..-ere passed around, .!'rom the 

inside ? 

THE '.YITUESS: No. 

DR. L1~ : I have no more questions . 

PROSECUTim : I he.ve no further qoostions . 

FRESIDENT: Any ques tions by the Court'l 

LAW ME1ffiER : There is a queuloion. !n ~fense cdilnse!•·o 

J_ast question he said, "See the hocxls w);ucli ,Yiere. pus.ed &r0Wlri from the 

inside" , what did counsel mean by the word "llaide11 and by the question? 
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DR. LEERr What I mean by the word or by the question? 

LA\7 MEMBER.s By the question. 

DR. LEERs It is claimed by some of the accUBed that the inside 

of the hood was dyed red. Naw, since all of us don't lmow these hoods, 

there might be several poasibilitie E:, which, as a lawyer, I am 

compelled to clarify to the extent to which it is pennitted by the Court. 

That might be blood - - -

l'ROSECUTI0U t If the Court please, ·r will object to that statement. 

PRESIDEHTt The objection is sustg,ined . 

DR. IEER r Am I to continue? 

LA1/f w.:t.mER : The objecti on has been s ustained on the ground l.hat 

the matter now be ing discussed by counsel is argument . 

PR0SECUTIO!t Due t o the argument, I will have t o aclt a question . 

REDIRECT EXA1!lliATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTI ON 1 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit P-5 and ask you whether you 

saw the i nside of any of the hoods in any color other than the one 

that you have in your hand"! 

A Now, looking at the inside , I remember that this is the 

col or that the inside of the hoods had (indicating) . 

Cl \'lhat color is that ? 

A Yellow and white . 

Q H011 many of the hoods that were used at Schwtlbiscl, Holl 

did you ever see"/ 

A Maybe ten, I don I t think we had any more . 

PROSECUTIOlf : That is all . 

PR.~.SIDENT: Thero being no further questions , the witness is 

• 
excused • 

• 
(Perl- redirect) 181 
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(Whereupon" the 1t'1. tness was excused and roturned to the 

Prosecution table 1n the courtroom.) 

PRC8ECUTI001 'lbe Prosecution call as ita next witness, prisoner 

of war, Hans Assenmacher. 

~S ASSENMACHER, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 

being first duly sworn, tP.atif:l.ed through an interpreter as follo,n,a 

DI RECT EJW.!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTIO!h 

Q State your name? 

A. Hans Assenmacher . 

Q Gr ade? 

A Rottenfuehrer, corporal. 

Q Your orgMization? 

A Supply Company , 2nd Battali on, 2nd Armored Gr enadier 

Regiment, Leibfltandarte SS Adol ph Hitl.er. 

Q Vias your organization a part of the UoIfen SS? 

A Yes . 

Q Are you a prisoner of vrar of the United States Arrror? 

A Yes . 

Q Where are you now being held prisoner? 

A Camp III, Dachau . 

Q Did you take part 1n the Eifel Offensive of the G0rnan 

Ar?I\Y' during the months of D8 cembcr 194L and January 1945? 

.A Yes , 

Q Wha t was your assignment? 

A I was radio operatcbr and ass i stant driver . 

Q In whose veh i cle were you ridine;7 

A I was driving in the SN' of the \)attalion COI!lllander 

DiefentMi. . 
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http:tP.atif:l.ed


Q Cwld you identify Diofenthal if you were to see him again? 

A Yea. 

Q T•ke a look at t'"' defendanta 1n the dock m your left 

and see if Diefenthal is among those present? 

A Yes. 

Q \'lh•t rumber is he wearingT 

A Number 10, 

PROSECUTICt.Ja Diefenthal, will you stand up? 

(rth.ereupon the accused did as directed.) 

QUESTIC!lS BY PROOECUTIOO I 

Q Did Diefe."l.thal have a command during the Eifel offensive? 

A Yes • He commanded the Jrd Armored Grenadier Batt alion. 

Q Do you know hiB adjutant? 

A Yes . 

Q What was his name? 

A 2nd Lt . Flake . F-1-a-c-k-e . 

Q Do you r ecall what happened on the morning of 16 December 

1944? 

I,, ye" • 

Q Vfuerc wer e. you? 

A We were on the al ert in the tank position on the l eft sido 

of the road near Bl ankenheim, 

Q Do you recall who was prPsent? 

.A. Yes , 

Q Yfho was present? 

A The radio l eader s quad , the reporter 6 and the adjutant , 

2nd Lt . Flaeke . • 
Q Cn the morning of 16 December 191.i.4 ,. d.id Fl&cke make a speech 

to the group on the highvray7 

(Assenmacher-direct) 18'3 

http:PROSECUTICt.Ja


• 

I ) 

() 

A Yes. 

Q What was the substance or Flacke's speech? 

A Shortly before we were committed into action we were all 

called together and Lt. Flacke read the order of the dEey" of the 

Supreme Camand of the Arnad Forcee. Then he announced what tha 

general situation was and subsequently stated that there was no 

need taking prisoneraot war and when we came to Bree, we could take 

care of the civiil..1ana down there and he himself had some business 

there too. 

Q Do you kncnr l'IIID the enenzy- was that you were facing during 

the Eitel offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q Who was the enemy? 

A Those were Ameri cans. 

ffiOSECUTION : You may cross examine . May it please the Court, 

there is an objection to the tro.nslation to the answer about the 

civilians in 9ree. Will you r epeat what you said about civilians 

in Bree? 

THE WI~: I don ' t lmow. 

FROOECUTIOJh l!ay it pl ea:!e t he Court, all I run a sking is that 

the witness r epeat what he previously s tated abo,it t he c ivilians in 

Bree and what rlacke said about the civilians in Br ee . 

TJlE ~"I1l-lESS: Flacke said that we could take care of the civilians 

there, that he himsel! had a bone to pick there. 

PROOECUTictl: You may cross ~xamine . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Col onel Dwinel l would like to ask one or two 

qua.st.J.()ns on behal f of the Defenso . 

CROSS EXAllINA TION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEIISE (COL . rr,mlELL) . . . . 
Q You spoke of orders issue:d by Lt . Flacke? 
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Q I lleliew Ja• nterre<I to O u a eNlv ot tlae do,r, ii 

that ..rreott 

A ftat tiler•-. ao •H'M tllce prihlllln. that wu aot 

• ,~ order o~ tllll dq. 

Q Did Lt. noote 1peoif1N1l1 IIIIJ ~, prl.a-re 110"1d 'bo 

1botT DY loo IIIJ - lpeo1tieal11' 

pleue tbe Court. 

PRllmDT, O'bjeotioa ••toi•d, 

LT. COL. Dlr:mm.La lo tv.rthar que•tiou. 

0 
~!Ian Br l'ROSIICOTIOlh 

Q What Cid Lt, r1&•• opeo1t1oon1 1o,r •-t pril_.ro ot wort 

.i. 2ad Lt. J'la._ aaW: tkat 'Uulre wa• ao ...d takiag pri•oa•r• 

o~ 11&1' kom.ae • didn't ban ttM ta tab oare ot tll•• 

PROSBCUTIOJh That 1a all. 

DD"JDIBK C0UEBL1 lo turtber queatiou. 

PRESlDDTt .by qu.eati ou 'by '\bl Court. .11,panntly- aot, tile 

wit~H H 1a excuaed. 

(Whereupon tM Wita•H wu excuaed Md witll.drew tNa tu oourtrooa) 
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nonwn011, It \ha Court plea-11, we will haTO to 

recall th11 vitn•H. at a later time about another pbue of 

the oaH. 

J'USIIIIIIT1 tu, 

R0U:OUTI0S1 .l- creat maD1' of theH w1tne11ee will 

haTe to be recalled on another ph&HI of the oaH. :Do 7ou WB11t 

ue to announce eaoh time if the7 will have to be raoalledT 

What 11 your plea1ur11 

PilSimMTi That it not n1oe11ar7. 

m:FEITSE 0OUBSJ:L1 t.fa.y 1t pleaae tha court, if' they 

could give ua that information prior to cron examinati on, it 

e ight 1ave the interroga tion on the part ot the defenH . 

PR0lmCUTI0Ha Call the witneaa Kurt Kramm. 

(Whereupon a diacusaion wae had. between the Court, 

prosecution and defenee counsel outside the heari ng of the 

report er .) 

FUSI~& I nterpreter, repeat my remarka, 

INTERPRETER R0SDST0CK: lea, eir. 

PUSIB!JT1 I want the accus ed in the dock to make 

no diaplay whe.t10ever and no demon1trat1on of any sort, and 

t9 atop such oonverae.tion. I want no act i on of any kind when 

the wi t neasea c ome i n t he r oom . 

('.thereupon t he above r e!Dar1':s were i nterpret ed in 

t he German language.) 

Kttli XP.AMM, called.•• a wltneaa for tha proae.cution., waa 

sworn and teatified thr ough an interpr eter as f ollowa: 

(Wh e r eupon the que eti on e , &ll&Were and pr oceedi ngs 

were i nterpreted t o the acau aed and t he Garman civilian couneel. ) 

DI RJlCT mMl llil!Oll 

C.UESTIOUS :BY Pl!OSliCUT I OII : 

Q, Sta te your name. 

A lturt Kramm . 
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.a. IS 2114 L1out.,..,.t. 

Q, Your organiKtiont 

A 1\atf ot the lit Section of the lat SS .U-mor1d 

R.,;l•nt LSIW!. 

Q, Wai 70ur orca,n11aUon a part of the Waften SSt 

A r.,. 
Q. .Are yo"; a prl10n1r of war of the ..._1rican .U-117f 

.t. Yea, sir. 

Q Whei·e are you no,,. beinc held a prisonert 

A In the American PWE at Dachau. 

1- Do you ope&k anc! Ullderatend ~llah! 

.l Yee, I do. 

Q. Did you take part in the iifel Offensive ot the 

German A.n;iy du.ri ng the month of Decem'tier 1944 and January 1946? 

A Yea, lir, I did pa;t1 oipate in 1t . 

Q. What we., your aulgnmentl 

A I wa1 the Adjute.nt in t he Headquarter, Compan;r of 

the lat Section of the lat SS Armored Regiment of the LSSAR. 

Q. Who commanded the lat l!at t alionT 

A SS Sturmbannfuehrer I Ma.J ar Worner i'oetschk.e. 

q, Ue 7011. familiar with any of the p reparation, ma.de 

by the German J.rmy for thi II otrenaivet 

A Yes, I a:n . 

Q jljflat vere these preparaticne that you are familiar 

wi hl 

A Stiff and thor ou«h trainir.g, and lecturee foll owi ng 

" tho.t . 

Q. What were the lectU1·e1 on? 

A About the eon4.ucting af the war durlng t he offensive 

to co:ae .. 

0 
) 
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~ Wai there ~hinc u.14 1n theH lecturaa about th1 

trea:t111nt to be aocord.ed. pri 1oner1 ot wart 

A Tea, there wa,. 
q 'llbat wao oai4I 

A The t1rat 1tateJ.1111t l heard waa in about thl tollow-

1ng word.a& 

"lt h to be hoped that everybod;- will lmow what to 

do 1n the action which will be performed. 'rh.11 

hwum1t7 fool1ahne11 haa itopped. 11 

Q , Who made theee atatl!D1nta? 

A SS Stur.nbaunfuehrer Werner Poetacb.k:e. 

Q Did you attend an;y und t able exerchu prior to 

the commencement of the offenaivel 

A lei, I d i d . 

Q \lho was pre&ent 1 

A .Ul the off'ioera of thia lat Section of the la t 

Battalion and uaually alao all the non-commiaeioned. officers 

of the rank of ~echnical Ser g(lant and above . 

Q Did ~one speak at theae aand table exerciaeaT 

A Tee . 

Q Who waa it! 

A Majo r We r ner Poetachke . 

Q Did anyone el ae 1 

A Tea , the SS Lt Col Joachim Peiper . 

q What did Peiper aeyl 

1tWe will fi1;h t in the aeme manner as we dici i n 

Ruesie. in the action whi ch will follow . The certain rules 

which have plied i ~ tile r.·e at until now 'ff'ill be om.1:tted. . 11 

• 
~ Did he aay eJ.Q-·thine elae? 

remember the e.%8.ct vorda . 

188 
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I< ll14 be u,y AnTthln,: about the treatment to be 

ecoord.e4 prlaoner1 of wart 

A The term 'priao.a.er of war• wa1 a.ot actually uHd, 

but the 1tatem1nt1 \md.oubte4ly oonaara.1d the. 

I< Whet dld Polpor oql 

A OD, remark 1 rem1J1ber wa1 the followinc, 11fbat 

the end. Juatifild the uan.1 11 • 

I< DU he oq aeythl!li; olool 

A Te,. I remelilber one remark concern.iog terror 

meaauree . 

I< What Yaa that 1 

A It concerned the aevere .meana of combat. 

Q_ Can you de1crib1 or reatate that any aore apecificlyl 

A I do not remember t he exact character any more, 

but it undoubtedly ooncer:c.ed t heae ai r r e.ids of the .Amer i cana 

\thich we in Germany at that time called terror raide . 

Q. Could you identify f elper if you were to aee him 

again? 

.£. le a , 1 can do that . 

Q Take a look a t the defendants s it ting ovar thflre on 

your l ef t and ,ee if Peiper is among them. 

A Ye& , he is. 

Q. i;'hat number 111 he wearing? 

A 42. 

PR0SE0UTI Cih Peiper will stand up . 

(Whe1·eup0n the accused P E" i per s t ood up in the prioon­

ers 1 dock . ) 

PRESII!illlT ; SI t down. 

Q. What co~d did Peiper hold at that ti.me ? 

A He was the commanding offic er of the la t SS Armored 

Regiment SSAB . 

(Kremo - Di rect) H! 9 
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Q J'rom the atahaenta you. heard Md.• b7 Poetachke 

and l'ei~er what 414 7ou \Wcieratud. the polio7 would be toward• 

prisoner, of varf 

A That in &DT future aotion there wa, ~ need t:akinc 

priaouera of war. 

Q. On the 16th of December were you in the aomman4 po1t 

of the. ·1,t SS llegiaent in the woode near BlazikenheiaT 

A Tee , sir, I wn1. 

Q. While there did you He aq recim.ental ordar1T 

J. Tea, I IA.W one regimental order. 

Q Who had. aigned th.ii order? 

A Lt Col Joachim Peiper. 

Q Do you know if theH orders were conveyed to the 

:sat talion? 

A Yea . 

Q Do 7ou know who did thi1? 

J. Tee, the Reg1ment"1 hecut~ve Captain Hana Gruhle. 

Can you identify GnlhleT 

J. Yea. 

Take a loolc at the defendants and aee if he ii among 

them . 

A Yes . 

Q. What number io he wearing? You can g et up and leave 

the atand . 

A 19 . 

Q Did you see the content& of this order ycu are 

referr i tli; t o? 

.. A Y&.t1 , I had. chance t o ak ru over the contents. 

'< Wbnt did it eo.yl 

A I t vee a de t a iled order or a t ·t"aek- concern111g the mll?'ch 

route, the carch f'or-nat1on and aeveral ot!::.er techni cal detail&. 

(lu-a= ,_ Direct) 190 
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Q, 1>14 lt .., anyth1nc about how pr11oner1 ot var were 

to be treahdl 

.&. l rem•ber one aent1no1 ooncerniag the condu.o tlng: ot 

the ar and. that 111 "~ • attaok Will be performed without 

recard for 101111 of our own IID4 without mildn••• towarda the 

•nemf. 11 

Q, l>o you know whether any meetinc took place e.t the 

Regimental Collllll&Z1d Po1tl :Do 70u Dow whether or not any mee t ­

ing• took place at t he Regimentf'.l. Command Poat on 16 DeceaberT 

A Tea, I 1cnov of one meeting . 

Q. WhRt , meeting we.1 thief 

A That wae a meetio« of t he oompony oommandere of t he 

l at Section of the let Armored :Battalion LSSAH . 

Q. Do ;you know who wat preeent at t hh meeting? 

A Yea , I do. 

Q. Who waa t her e? 

A lat Lt Karl Kre1naer f or the l et Company , l at Lt 

Fritz Ohr ie t f or the 2nd. Company, 2nd Lt Hana Steiniger , the 

l &t Platoon Leader for the 6th Company , Cap t ain Oake.r Xli r.gel­

hoefer f or the ?th Company, for the :Bat tal i on Eeadque.r t era 

Company 2nd Lt Hana Euchhelll, f or the l'or ward Pla t oon let Lt 

Werner Sternebeck and for t he Headquarten CoDI9any t t.a E.Jcecu..­

t ive Offic er , Unt eratur!D!u.ehrer l'hcber . 

Q. Who did you sq lfte l p r esent fr om the 6th Comp &ny? 

A At f'ir1t when the meeti~ atartod the leader of the 

lat Pl at oon, 2llcl Lt Hana Steiniger. 

Q. Di d anyone ei ae f rom t he 6th Company a t tend? 

A Yee , t o.ward111 111.te r on the 6 t h Company CQ1!1m6.nder 

Beoni J unker arr i ved. 

Q. Could you i dentif y 'Chri st if 1ou 'f'Ou.ld eee him age.in? 

A Ye 1 . 

191 
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Q, Take a look at the 4efen4anta 11tting on your left 

and aee if Phrht 11 aaonc thoH preHatt 

A Yea. 

Q. What nuaber 11 he wearing? 

A 7. 

-PR0SICUTI0N1 0hrilt will 1tand up. 

(Whereupon the aacueed Ohrt 1t stood up in the 

pr1eonere 1 dock.) 

PR0SECUTI0N1 Sit 0;own. 

Q. Could ;you identify Junker if you were to eee him 

a,:e.in? 

A. Tea . 

Q, Take a look at the defendants 81 ttiog on your left1,
and 1ee if h!/am.ong thot.e present. 

A Yes. he le preaent. 

What number ia he wearing? 

A 29 . 

PROSECUTION: Junker, will you 1tand up ?
I) 

(\fhareupon the accueed Benoni Junker 1tood up in 

the prieonere 1 dock. ) 

PR0S•Ct.JTI0N : Sit down. 

Q Could you identify Klingelhoefer if you wer e to aee 

him again? 

A Yee. 

Q. Take a look at the de!Pndante dtting on your l eft 

• ... ~ •e t! if he 1 e among thou present. 

A Yea, he ii preunt . 

Q, Whe£ number 1s he veari ngf. .. . •A 35. 

U •• .... I • I. e I. Pl!0SE~'UTIOl!: ilhgel hoefer vill ,l.J,d up. 

(Whereupon the accuaed Klir-&elhoefer st ood up in the 

p risoner• ' dock . ) 

192
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PII0SKMIOI1 Bit don. 

Could 7ou ldent lf7 Sternebeok lf 7ou were to He 

him ac&1nl 

A Tei. 

Q, Take a look. at the def1ndut1 11tttn,: on 70ur left 

and 1ee it he 11 ..0?4{ thoH preHnt. 

A ?11. 

Q What number ii he wearing? 

A 62. 

PB.0S5:CUTI0N1 Sternebeck , will you 1tand u;it 

(Whereupon the a.ceuaed Sternebeck stood usi in the 

priaoner1' dock.) -

Q Could 7ou identify 111cher if you were to eee him 

a«aln! 

A Yea. 

Q. Take a look at the defendant& Bitting on your left 

and see if he ii amon& thou preaent. 

A Yea. 

Q Wha t number ii he wearing? 

A 13 . 

FROS:ZCUTlO)h l'iacher, will you stand up ? 

(Whereupon the accueed Flecher stood up in the 

p riaonere 1 do ck . ) 

PROSXCUTION: Sit d.own . 

Q. Where i n t.he Command. Po1t did the meeting take place 

the.t ;?OU have r eferred t o ? 

A In t he r oom which waa usually us.ed by the commanding 

officer Lt Col Peiper and Ma.Jar Poet~ehke. 

Q. You have testified t he.t F"'1 echer waa present at thh 

·•••i-iD@• , Did yo.u Ae,'e- am:'• Ccnff'ltTH.tt tm: 'lfit h tmt 

A Tea , I did. 

. 193 
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Q, Did be hand 7ou a~btng durtnc thie con•eraationt 

A Tea, he d.14. 

" What -• it! 

A A certifytnc document upon whloh the 1igntnc otticer1 

had to 01rt1f7 to rH1&in oompletel7 11lent about thl , document 

and to notU'y of the oontenta of thl1 1tatement only thou 

peraona who had to know i t in order to perform their duth1. 

Q, Do you know the content I of this atntementf 

A I Just 1tated 1t . 

" Did fOU lign it I 

Q, After t he meeting did you hear a ey eonversLtion 

among the officers that had at tended the meeting? 

A Only of a general nature. 

Q. Wh o were these officeraT 

A All the 0011tpany comma.nder1 who had been preaent a t 

t he meeting. 

Ca.n you nsme them T (} 
A Yea. 

() 
Will you do 101 

A Lt Col Krem1er , lat Lt J'rih Chrht , l at Lt Benoni 

J unker and Captain Osl.car Klingel hoefer. 

Q, Do ;you recall generally whs.t they sai d ? 

A They called t heil· runners i n orde r to have the 

companies notified . 

Q. Do you know what thily wera go i ng t o have their 

companie s notified of? 

A Tha t the companie s were to be fo r med fo r a compaey 

meet ng . 
" .. 

~ Do you know whether or not these cOlitpany meetings 

were held? 

194 
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A l, IQ'Hlf, onl7 ••• the aHting of one of theH 

,. '<hlch ccmpaey WAI t hat I 

A Headquarhra Compall1' ot the let Section. 

Q. Did aeyone ap•ak at thh meetiqT 

A When I arrived t oward, the end of thil i:aee tinc the 

2nd Lt Bane Buchheim wae talld.nc. 

PR0Sl:CU'l'l0lh There 11 a correction, 1 believe in 

the tranale.tion. Re 11 translating "abteilungh a1 aection, 

and 1 believe 1 t ii Battalion. 

L.A.W?-!EMliER: The interpreter o~ the bench sa:ye it 

cannot definitely be cal.led 11Battalion . Aak him over . .i.lk 

him what it conahted of and we will get it 1traighten~d out. 

'<llESTIQJIS BY PROSJ:CUTI0111 

'< llo you opelllc E.&11 th1 

A Yes, air, I do. 

Q. What do you mean by 11 abteilungu f 

A Abteilung meane let SS Pannr Battalion--! beg your 
() 

pardon , the battalion, of t he 10 regimente are called abteilung. 

u Row many companies were in this battali on?
' 

A There vere four compani es in the battalion, f our 

companie&, one lfo9rdque.rtera Company a.nd one Service Company. 

Q Is thi1 compcn7 meeting that you r efer red to of t he 

Stab s Company of the lat Be.ttalionT 

A The company meeting which I attended wa& a meeting 

of the Headquarters Company of t~e let »attalion . 

Q, Did you hear what l!ucbheim sai d at this meeting? 
' . 

A I only heard t hf! end and tl-.B t concer ned t he execut-

i on of the offenaive in general: 

Q. On Hhat day did the ott' en11ve b egin? ' 

A F?r the 6 th SS Armored Army in general the offensive 

1!1 5(Kr = - ll1rect) 
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started on the 16 Deoeaber 19~4. The lit SS Armored Regl11111t, 

hoveYer, d.14n1 t oome lnto ·41reot oontaot with the eneaQI' until 

· on the morninc ot 17 December , 

" D:> ;rou know the eluaent1 of the lat SS Pan.Hr 

&ec:lment, primarily referred to a, Combat Group Peiper, that 

participated in thi1 of'i'1nai..-1? 

.A. ?11, l do. 

~ What were they? 

.6. !he lit SS Armored Regiment with the ll1adquarter1 

Compeny, the lat SS Armored :Bat tallon under tlie colll.'nWl4 ot 

SS MaJor Werner Poet1cbke, the 9th .in.ored Enf;ineere Oomp&ey' 

under the command of' the lat Lt Jlrich B.umpf, the ..t.ati-J.iroraf't 

Company of the lat Armored Regiment under the comm&lld of lat 

Lt Vogel, the 3rd Battalion of the 2nd Armored B.eg1ment of 

the LSSA.H under the command of' Cnptain Josef D1efenthal, the 

3rd SS Arl?lored !ngin.eer s Company of the lat SS Armored .lnginenN 

Battalion LSSL\.J: conuaanded by ht Lt ire.1u Siever•, the 3rd. 

Armo red Infantry Company of the 2nd SS Grenadier Regir.ient, ·O 
the Indapendent Heavy Armored Detachment 501, Royal Tiger,, 

l e.nd one .Anti-Aircraft Detachllent ot the Air Corpe and one of 

the compan!ea of the Parachute Battalion ZBV . Thelfl are all 

of the uni ti of the Armor ed Oomiand . 

Q Do you recall whether or not there wa a any r econn,.. 

aiuance units of the Combat Gr oup Peiper? 

A Only au.ch reconnaiuance units as were found vi thin 

t he uni tE themselve a . Theee were equipped only with light 

vehi clee without at'DlOr . 

ij Do you know whethe r there 1e any connect ion 

b etween the Recon. Bn commanded by Knittel aad the Combat 

Group commanded by Peiper ? 

A ~ ere waa undoubtedly ao!!\e connecti on but just what 

(lr...,. - Direct) 1:16 
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the point• of aoataot wr1 J 4on't mow. 

Q, Do you mow th• aoaander1 of tb1 0011paniea of the 

lot Bn, 1 

A Ye1, I do. 

(o lfUl you atate those! 

~ 1or the lat OOIIJ&n1' let Lt Karl lrem1cir, for the 2nd 

Oomp&n7 lat Lt J'rih Chrht, for the 6th Co.11p&n7 lat Lt ~emui1 

Junker and for the ?th Cocp~· the Captain 01kar Kli11gelhoeter. 

Q, :Do 7ou know the 0ommand.1r1 of the c ompaniH of the 

3rd ~n . oom:manded b7 D1efentha1' 

A Yea, with the excepti on o'f the 9th Oom:pa.ny. 

Q. Will you 1tat• the nRm.11 of the commanders of t he 

other cqmpanie1? 

.A. l or the 10th Cc.mpo.ny l e t Lt Georg Preuu . f or tt.e 

11th Co.np&n1' lat Lt Heine Tombardt and f or the 12th Compan, 

Ma1ter Serge,mt Thiele. 

Q. Could you idtintify the commander of the 9th Pan1er 

Pioneer Compan1 if you were to He him again , Rumpf?
() 

A Ye a. 

~ ) 
Will you iak:1 a look a t t he defend&nts aAd aeo if 

he is among thoae preuntT You can ge t up and -leave t ho aiand. 

PROSECUTI ON: Will :you turn the lights on again eo 

he con ae e the back row? 

A Yes, he ia there .. 

Q. What uw:ber 1e he weari.ng? 

A 54 . 

PROSEetrr I Oll : Stand up RumpfZ 

(\fhereupon a defendant i.t ood .1p in the pri sonera 1 dock . ) .. 
PROSECUTI ON : Sit dovn • .. -,. . 
Oou.ld 7ou identify the ccmt>na.nd.er of the 3rd Panzer 

Pioneer , Sievers, if :,ou were t o see him ag&in? 

(Ir--= - ·Direct) 1~7 
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.l Tei, 11r. 

Q. Ta.Ice a look at the detenAant1 aaong thoH pre11ent, 

who are aitUnc on 7our left, and He it 7ou oan He h111 . 

A Tei. 

Q. ~t number 11 he wearing? 

A 69 , 

PllOSJiCUTlOlh Stand up S1ovoro. 

(Whereupon one of the detendant1 atood up.) 

PIIOSJiCUTIOII: Si t down . 

Q, Could you identify the commanding off i cer ot the· 

10th Fan2er arenadier Company I it you were to· s ee hilil acain? 

.l Tea. 

Q. What 11 ht a name? 

A lat Lt Georg Preuu. 

Q. Will you take a look at t he defend.an.t a and He if 

he b present t 

A Tea . 

What number h he weartn,;t

0 
A 44 , 

\) 
PROSECUTI ON: Stand 1i;p 1 Preuas. 

(Whereupon one of t he defendant s s tood \lp . ) 

PROSEOUTI ON I Sit down. 

Q Could ;you identify the commanding officer of the 

11th Panzer Pioneer Company, ToClbardt I if you were to aee 

bt.:i. again? 

A Yes , at.r . 

Q, Take a l ook at the def P"Ddaimte and aee if he h &llJ.008 

those present? 

A Yes, he h pre sent .

' Q. Waat number t a be wear1 Ilg? 

A 67 

Pl!OSECUTION : Tomhardt, stand up. 

(Krallllll - Direct ) 1S8 



• 

(llh.roupon ono of t~ dofoll4anh 1tood up.) 

PaOIIJlat!TIOJr1 Slt 4ow. 

PIJUSIDIIT I Colonel Ill h, can you take a brealc 

PR0IIOOTI0lh That h a good plac• to 'break, lir. 

PUSIDJIIIT I n>o oourt wlll ad.,journ until 0830 

tomorrolif aornin«. 

(Whereupon the Court ad.Journed at 1706 howa:) 

.. 
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IIOlllm -Ia 

cw-.- Ille 0.... - ., 0830 -..) 

l'IIIIImlT, 'Dia ~ 'lliU ·- '° ......... 
l'lllaCl1ITila1 - 1\ pl- \M ~. :i., Ille - ..,_ 

.... , .u ... - ot ... o.n, .u \lie - ot.\lie hoa-tl.•, 

Wltll - -'1• of OapWa 9-br, 'Ibo ill •-• • -111u• ot 

- ,._..U•, .U - -... ot Ille Dor-. •-•l llitb \lie 

-U., ot llro l'al\lN, llro fta1l, llro Ptinll', - ll'I aboa\ m 

llu1llu1 of - -..s. - all - --" - - _...- ll'I---· 1IUl - --· x... - ""111-• ·-· 
IOU llWll, a Wi-• 0.Uod 1'7 tile ,._eodi•, ba'rilll llem 

pr.nouaq .....,., NOUMd tho otad - -..titied tla'tbar ~"'­

m in\erpre11or u toll_, 

DIRIICT IWIDIATIOII (C•Unuod) 

QIIBS'l'lCIIS BI P!IOSICll!IC91 

Q 

retll'mO• to 7fllJr \e•"- at tbe oaolaai• of 7N\erdq11 ••11•, 
70ll ware \eot.it1ial about \be ordnl that 70ll - in tba ~ 

•- poot. Did thee• ordll'o oq Alll1tb1ac ab011t the trutMnt to 

be ocoorCS.d tbe •-1 

.l 0.. Hat.no• ill tu Ngiaatol order llld.eh I ... ad -. 

I amr no •l"GJ'" ahoal.d be abawD t.o the •IIIV'• 

Q .l&&ill, With rer...... to ,...... -~ a\ the o1... ot 

7N\erdq1I 1Naiaa - 71"' WAN opealdag abOllt tile -tillp tut 

..,.. beld 1'7 \be nriou •-.-, do 79' - -t nhjec\o 

..,.. dillcuoed - -t tn,oa of -··- ware adeT 

.l Io. I wu aot J>N••t ..- the•- .-ro had 1il>eU' 

canfereace. 
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Cl 

A 

Cl ..., ..... - ..3..., 

A 'Ille ..... ett.aift "1\la - ..\loal. -..-- adall_,_ 'niola ·---,..,.ad WO Uao \Na-\ at 

Jll'ia...., 'Illa\ - \lie doouift oeat-oe NfDN Ule atteok, 

Cl ..... 1W e)INldas ...., Uao ~ Ml.cl., Uao .,..S-tal 

0-" """' or Uao ...,_ -\!ap llal4 117 Uao iadl."1dllll • ...., - .., 
A lo, I - ~ -t Uao ..r......,.. 11biah - plaoo 

1a • JIClllitl.• at Uao tiro\ • 1-.1 ~ Wllioll - plaoe 

1a Ute t'Ol'U\ o1' 11-.-, !.a Wll1oll U.. ·-.-... ot 

• lat ss 1-.1 a.,ta11....... !.atOl'IIOd, 

Q I • rot'arrilq \o tbo ••tap beld 117 \be o-
o-n, _, k!.ad o1' opo-• dicl tbq llllko at -· -\taioT 

A At lb1o oat'oraoo a opoooll - - 117 U.. •-\ 

o1' u.. la\ as 1raorec1 Battall•, 

Q Lt, 'frua, will 70.; -or -• q1M10U..,. !.a -..SU.ll 

pleuoT 

A YM, 

lllaCIITI<:W, 1IILL J'OU pleuo N&d ti. lut flllHt.1.• api:&T 

(llbo_.. ti. lu\ _u.. -. N&d bT tbo r.portor.) 

1111, S'll!lBh I will object \o ti. quotica, ti. 111-• jut 

teatl.t'iod tbat he ,ru aot proaaat at tbat COllf&rflCo. 8- caa he 

too'11)- \o sq -h bold tllerof 

Jlllam:llTIIJh Aooordinc to ti. l'IWIII ot' niclao• 1a \hio Court 

\he 'Iii-• ou t.0'11)- \o heanq nid•oo, 

PRBSDDT, The objootl.ca 1o ovorr,,lod. - llitMN aq -r. 
:PIIOfm:IJ![(Jh 1IUJ. TOil road tile -ti.ca ogaa pleuoT 

('lhsroapoa U.. lut q1M10tion -... road "7 tlle n,porier.) 
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,. r•• 
Q ..., .-.. 1a .. wuial' 

A ST. 

JIIIIJIIIJUTla1 ltellel, will ,- ·-· ,., 

(--- - -- .... u ....~) 

fllllll'l'ICIIII n -naa, 
Q .. llua1. Ille ..,s-w -- •f - n..,. ,_.. 

lllpaa\T 

A Yea, elr. 

Q llDJWllll•--et .....f __,po,,phlp..-

daial: - llfel ett-.., 

(--- all. - - 117 ,_ "1- ...... 1a - ""11* 

1-.) 

A ru, I - - roa.te •f - of ,.,. o_, - PeSper. 

Q DD 7011 1111• - ........,S.'9 - of c11ir _, - ,..._---ffl1--ala•_____...., 
....,_ U. •- TillapeT0 

A YN. I 1111• \lie IS- -. 

0 

larp Mp • - nll , a\ 7ftP rip\, 1IUl JW plMae .... 'OP ad p 

...,.,. to - aop ad 117 t.lle uo of - pe1a\er t.Noo ,11e NU.'9 of -

ot - oClllbo, - Pe1per ckriq - Iii.tel off-Tef 

A Yea. 

Q •m 7011 • '-• tbo _.-a,uate tia of dq, after the 

oolum eroeoed 1ato Bolgi.-, -t the point roae•d - 'fillacN Dd 

- the a1a boq nao- - TilJ.a&NT Corrootia, it 1a J'roa0011tia 

kbibU lo. P-3 • 

.l •• ·- ..,.17111 - IIOl'IIUC .-, ... •'oloolc , ••• to 

- l"OIRO aor\11 of lllalcaMia. 

(-...ct) 
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I rll In 

I 18 

18 a 1 

Q • lrl.11 :,,,u c•tlne • .,. W1 tb tho route et arcll T 

l Ft'M Lipa"fi.lle tu &J'MNd. IP"fl.P PftONded. - we were 

clri'fiag ..., elnaq 1a tlol ai1bt. It wu tr• Li....,'fillo at abA t 

4 er 4.30 to abAt thia big-7 te Ledaita aad thence to Stavelat. 

Q What tiae wu Stavelet reached ud •• what d&7 ? 

l Tllo ~iat reachod Staftlat at Doceabar 17 1944 at 

abau.t 2200 a.a. ud tho Id.dot of tho cel>la ro&chod it abnt 

llidaigllt. 

Q Do :rou uan reached the center ot the village or the 

outakirta ? 

A. Noeir, I llNn the ou.takirt• • 

Q Where did the oelumn apend ti. night 1 

A The Celullll •pent the night at the head of of Sta.velot. 

Q Will yeu cont111Ue ac,,r 1d.th the route of a.arch ? 

A. Yea air. In the m>rning of l.B December Stavelot waa 

attacked and then we paaaed Stavelot in the morning of Decaaber 18 

at about 10 a.JI. The point reaehed the next village of Trei• Po11.ta 

about 11 •••• The 11.idat of the colu1lft reached it at abeut noon.Frna 

Troi11 Poata we W&N driving . agaia in a north directien te La Oleize. 

The point of the cc,lwm reached i t about noon and the midst of the 

column reached it about 1. 30 a. 11. . 

Q Do you mean a.11. or p . a . 1 

J. 1. )0 P•• • 

Q Continue 

A From La. Gleiz~e were driving in direction Cheneux. 

Q In what dire ction i1 Cheneu.x from La Gleize ? 

A Cheneux is in a weaterly direotion from La Gleize. 

Cheneux was reached by t he point abou t 2 .Jo and by the midst of the 

column abwt J .Jo a.m. - I be g your pardon - 2. jo. 

Q Da you mean a . m. er p .m. . ? 

A a.m. 

Q 2. J0 in the 11orni 11 g or a.fteraoon 1 

(Kr.,.,, - direct) 



#18 

18,8,2 

I •u 2,)0 1a tbo atterANa aad 3,30 in the art.orana 

b7 the 1111.dat or the 00111111l, 

Q Do 70• !tan wllothor or ut &IIJ' of Coabat Oroup'Poiper' 

reached Btnaoat ? 

A Yea., I de kan it, 

Q When did the7 reaob Stow.at T . 

A They reached Stwaoat December ]9. The exact ti.a.a I 

dea t t k1lft becau1e I wu weuaded al.ready' oa Deoeaber l.8. 

Q Where were yeu wounded ? 

.l I were wounded at the Bridge betweea La Olaize and 

Cheneux. 

Q What til'le of day was that ? 

.l It wa.1 in the atternffa of December lB, 1944 abeut 

3 P••• 

Q Going back to t he pl.ace on the llllp marked Croaaroada 

at the village of Baugnez , &I I recall you aaid when the coluan 

preoeeded north out of Th.1r1mont, the7 u.de the Wieu/Croaareada 

higl'nray and turned to the left and proceeded aouth- new do yau aean 

aouth or aouth--lreat ? 

.L I aean aouth . 

Q I mean the highway that hite Wieu/Beugnez on which 

you turned to the left - in what directioa did you pnceed ? 

A. Fron. t hie point we were driviag in a. south-wes t 

direction. 

PRCSECtrr°IONr W'ill you take your aeat a gain pleas e . 

Q What time of day was it whan ;you were wounded 1 

A .lbout J P•• • December 18, 1944, 

Q Do you lot.ow the order • f the eleme,nta o:f coJ1bat group 

1Peiper 1 as they lined u p to ta.ke off on the morning of 16th December 

at Blanbllh.eia ? 

A The order • f u.arch 

Q I mean the nW1erical aequence - I don't mean the order, 

of 1aarch - I mean the aumerical aequence ia which the eleent1 liaed 



•• 

11B up oa tho read T 

18 S 3. A I can tell you the erder •f •roh te Beupea trn 

Wzerata. 

Q I MU the order 1a which tho ol-nto of Coabat 

OrOllp •r.1per1 l1nod up to take oft - wao it tho lot Co-7. thot 

toek tho load or tile 2acl 0oll!'Ul7 th& t toek tho load - I jut wut 

,.-. te tell the ceurt hew thue dittereat ON.peaea:t.a et tJw cellbat 

greup 1Peiper 1 lined •P t. take of! on 16th Decellber at Blankellhei11? 

A On the arnin.g ot Decellber 16th, o..bat group'Peiper 1 

tHk off 1A the fell..,i11g order, Fir11t the peiat platoon commanded 

u by Oberatu:nafuehNr Wern.er Steraebeok; thea the loth Panzer Grenadier 

0 Cempa?IJ' ce11I1&nded by- Oberaturrduehrer Georg PreuH, and ele11enta et 

the 12th Panzer Oreaadi.er Cempany w1th cannon SPW 1 • J than the lat SS 

Tank Compu,.-; then the llth Panzer Grenadier 0.apu.y; thea-- the 6th 

Panz er CO!lpany ; then the Jlllin part of the 9th Tank Engil'leer Coapany; 

then t he 7th Tank Coa pany coaraanded b;r Hauptaturatuehrer Oekar 

Klingelhoefer. 

Q Lt Kramm, who commanded the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company? 

0 The 9th Tank Pioneer Ccapany was coJmllnded by Ober­

(J atur~ehrer Erich RulllJ)f. 

Q Cont i nue then rt th the order • f ~ ch Will y ou ? 

A Yes sir . The ma.i n par t of the Anti-Aircraft Company 

of the ilt SS Tank Re gill:ent ) t hen the )rd tank E)'lgineer Coapany of the 

la t SS Tank Engi neer Bat t alion . 

Q Who c011:1.anded the )rd Tank Engineer Company ? 

A The ) rd Tank Eneineer Company ma.s cormanded by Ober-

sturmfuehrer Franz Si ever• t then the f ad Tank Coapany camanded by

• a:,ersturu.fuehrer Franz Chriat j then the' 13th Armored I nf antry Company 

of the 2nd SS Panzer Grenadier Reellea.t ; tfien t h e a r11or ed tank 

bat talion 1!501 1 With Royal Tiger& and then "the .Anti-Aircr aft Bat t ali on .. 
from t he Lu.f'twaffe . 

(Kr a11111- direct ) 
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Q That ii &ll ot tho oloaont• that lined up to toke 

otf on tho •ming or tho 16th ? 

A Yea. 

Q n. you know the order in wldoh the eleMata o! oeabat 

grnp 'Peiper' l:iJled up to take etf at Lanzerath,Belgi.ur1 't 

4 · Yoo. 

Q ll'J.ll yau toll tho court tho order ill which th07 took 

ott ? 

A When the attack ,tarted in Luzeratb thlre were varioua 

ohangea that teek pl.ace in the C.aparl7 ot the old order o! •rah. At 

firat the point pl&teon. comu.nded by Obera'blratuehrer Werner Sternebeck 

oc,naiating of two tank• type 1Jarlc IVJ then t he tank, of the 10th 

Panzer Grenadier Company OOJ11U,J1ded by Obersturmfuehrer Georg Preusa 

lit th part of the 12th Panzer Grenadier Company with anaed SRl''•Jthen 

the Corman.d ing officer of the 3rd A.rn.ored Battalion, ldth the Col'll!lland­

ing Officer of the lat Tank Regiaent OberatnrabaM.t'uehrer Peiper and 

the COllllUanding Officer of the 3rd Armored Battalion Ooerstuntbann.fuehrer 

Josef DiefenthalJ then the 6th Tank Company cormanded by t he l at 

platoon leader Unteraturm.tuehrer Steininger becauae the Company 

Commander Oberaturn.fuehrer Benoni Junker was sickJ then the llth 

Panzer Grenadier Collpany collUlanded by Obers tuI'll:fuehrer Heinz Tollhardt; 

then the 7th Tank CollJ)any comaanded by Hauptstu mi'uehrer Oskar 

Klingelhoefer; then the riain part of t he 9th Tank Engineer CoJ1pany; 

behind the• the 13th Infantry Howitzer Company of the 2nd Panzer 

Grenadier Regiment J then the Anti-Aircraft Company of the lat SS 

Tank Regiment ; then the 1st Tank Company co?111anded. by Obe rs tunaruehrer 

Karl Kremser; behind t he lat, the 2nd Tank Company COlll11Wlded by Ober ­

a.tumfuehrer Fr itz Christ; behind the 2nd Tank Company pa r t of the 

12th Panzer Grenadier Company W1 th armed $PH' a; t hen t he Aruored 

Battalion ' 501 / with Royal Tigers and. behind them t he !llti-1.ircraft 

IJ&ttalio• o f t he Luf-f f e . 

(Kramn,-d.ir ect) 
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1e.a.s Q During the adTance were there &IQ' other change• ll&de 

in the arch order - ill t.he order ei' aroh ? 

A YN. 

Q Do 7011 r-or a,cy- ot tbo principal chageo 

A Yea 1ir. 

Q Will 1"11 n&M tho place and dat. and the order of 

Ma.rob after thllae ohangea had taken pl.ace T 

l ·Yea I In the terenoen ot Dec•ber l 7, 1944, the lat 

Tu.le c•pan.7 bypu1ed the Coapaaiea who were ia treat of th• and 

reached the poiat With t he whole .llwred ColWlll ia Ligaeunlle/ 

Engelodort. 

( 

(Kra• -direct) 
• 

.. ~-
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A (Continuing) In the morning of D•oember 18, 1944, the 

6th Tank Company end the 7th Tank Company and the 3rd Tanlc Engineer 

Company got a special minion to go in aouth direction to aeek another 

bridge ovar the River Salm. They returned late iii the night, when the 

~ored Group were already in La Glehe. From the 7th Company, only 

the tank' of the company oon,nander, Haupt1turmtuehrer Klingelhoefer, 

returned back to the Armored Group, The other tanks of the 7th Company 

1t1yed ahead of Stanlot, 

Q Do you know who the enemy waa you were facing during thh 

offeniivet 

A Yee, sir. 

Q llho were theyt 

A Duri ng the f i rst part of the offens i ve we were f acing the 

80th American Infantry Division , and later t he 30th Ame r ican Inf antry 

Division. 

Q We re you captur ed during the of f en!!live 'l 

A Yes, s i r, I were cap t ured. 

Q, When and wha r e ? 

A I -was c ap t ure d i n t he f orenoon of Chriatmss Ds.y , 1944, in 

Le: Gle i r.e . 

Q Shortly s. f ter your capture , were you int e r roge.ted about the 

evente of this offens i ve? 

A Yea, sir , I were interrogated. 

Q ' Whereabouts 'Was this? 

A It was in the American field hospital in Velviers , Belgium. 

Q Do you rem&mber the approx:i.nullte date? 

A Yes , sir. In the nlght of December 25, 1944. 

Q Were 7ou Sl'lorn before you 1'1'ere interrogated ? 

A No, sir, I were not &'Worn. 

Q Were you a prisoner of war at the time? 

A Yee, sir, I were a prisoner of 'War . 

;dl, 



• 
Q Were hostilities still going on between the Gennan Reioh 

and the UD.ited Stateaf 

A Tee, 1ir. 

" Was everything you u jd during thi1 interrogation the truthf 

A Bo, air. 

Q Lt. Kramm, does the reference to a Panter Company in German 

moen the l!IMl.e thing u Tank Company in Englilht 

A Yea, sir. 

Q Dou Panzer Grenfldier Company in Germen me8n the same as 

.Armored Infantry Company i n English? 

A Yea , a i r. 

Q Does Pan.r.:er Pioneer mean in German the same as Armored En-

gineer in English? 

A Yes air. The arune mlnion and the same equipment . 

ffiOSECUTI0N i I "Would like at this time to poin t out t o t he Court 

that there have beon discr epe.nciea in tr,i nsl ation by various inter­

preters . We would lik~ to request that all interpreters trenelete hero• 

after, us ing the term P11nzer where the German tenn is used as Penzer • 

and it will be understood thot it is meent tenk, and whe n the t(Jrm Panzer 

Pioneer is used it wil l be understood it is meant Armored Engineer ; like ­

wil'le , wit h Pan ter Grenadier, t hat it means Armored Infantry. 

DEFENSE: May it pleaee the Court, t he re is r:io objectioa. 

COL. ROSElJFELD : I should think the eaaieet way woul d be to write 

it do,m en a piece of pnper apd p ut it up here. The Court evi dentl y 

know• whet the "JJi tneu 1e talking about. 

PROOECUTI0N: All right , sir. We will do that . 

Now, whe t kind of tanks did the 1st and 2nd Ta nk Company ot 

t he 1st Ta ruc Retiment ha ve? 

A The 1s t arid 2nd Company of the h t SS Tank Regiment had tflnlrs 

of t he type of 5. 

Aud what type tanks did t he 6th and ?th Tank Companies he:ve ? 

0 
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A The 6th and '7th Companies of t he ls t BS Tank Regiment had 

tonka of the typo marked 4. 

q What ie an SPW, 

A The Sffl' is the aame like the American halt truck. 

Q. What ii meant by the abbreviation MPi with reference to small 

armaf 

A That meane machine pistol . 

Q. With reference to my question on SPK, did you say half track 

or half truck, 

A Half track. 

Q Now ,. with reference to the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company and the 

9th Pe.nzer Pioneer Company, did they use SPN 1 a? 

A Yea, air. The 3rd end t ho 9th Tm k Eng i neer Company •ere 

equipped with SPK1 a. 

Q And cl id t he Panzef Grenadier Compony of t he 3rd Panzer Grena -

die r Battalion of the 2nd Panzer Grenad ier Regiment uaa SFW1 ~? 

A Yes , sir. They hod t he same SPN• s l ike the Tank Engiru,er 

Company. 

Q Did they have any tanks in thair equipment? 

A Ho, sir , there were no t.an ka . 

Q lfow, you were r e ferring to t he Panze r Grenadier Compo.nhs ? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q I believo you have teatifie d t hat you were sn odjuto.nt in 

your battalion ? 

A Yea , sir, I waa . 

q What are t ~e duties of the Bdjuteint in the GermBn army? 

DR. LBILING: I ob ject to this tra::i.s btion . An ordnance officer :la 

no t an adjutent. He ia an orderly officer . 

PROOECUTION : I f the Court plec.se, I unders tand t hl,t ordnance 

offhH1r mf:lans an administ r ative offtc9r -- that t he dut ie s ari, similar 

to an adjutant , at leub . 

.::13 
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Q Wall, will you de1oribe your dutiu •• en ordnance officer , 

with reference to the Qerm11n army! 

A My dutiea aa the ordonan1-offiaier were to be the right hand 

of th.a adjutant. 

PR.OSECUTION1 I bftlieve there ia • correction -- tM.t it should be 

to the executive officer -- right hand to the nxeoutive officer. 

MR. STRONG1 If it pleue the Court, I object. The witneu atatod 

olearly "right hand to the adjutant" in German . 

PROSECUTI ON t I don• t know what the oorrect word is. 

fITNESS t Vay I exp le in it i n English? 

PROSECUT ION I Go ahead . 

The duties of the Germen adjutant means like the &ftffle inC 
English, execut ive officer. I beg your pardon . No t exactly the s&me, 

hut about the s~e. And tho Oennnn ordntm ce officer is not a li aison 

officer , but about t he ume in Englhh as adjutant . 

PROSECUTION: You moy or oo e eY.amine. 

DEFEHSE, · Mey it please the Court , es I understand, the wi tness 

will be recalled, but at thie time Mr , Strong, on behnlf of the Americ an 

co unsel, would like to uk e few queation1, and Dr. Leiling, on behalf0 
of Genn9n counsel , will try t o oonRol i d111te the ques tions for the Ger111an 

counsel. All of the Germ.an counsels ttre i nvolved . but we a re trying to 

reduce it as much es possible . 

CROOS EXA!.!I!IATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (llr . Strong): 

Q Lt. Yrs.mm, when did you join the regiment of' Col. Peiper? 

A In the first weeks of the month October , 1944. 

Q So you were with Col. Peip•r for spproximately two months when 

bhe ofransive started. Ia that correot? 

A Yea , sir,• thst 1a correct . 

Q Now, Kr81Tlm., you i:seam to ho.ve an admirable memory and remembe r 

the nt1.lle:S end formfltione in quite an admirable •ay, Did you, by any 

ohs.nee . keep a diary during the offen:sivet 



A TH. 1ir. At first I write e. diary. then. at 1eoond , it waa 

the lut 11ar a_ction which l hr.-,,e made , and after th i 1 time I were cap­

tured and I han not •••n any a:,re 11.otion of thi1. 

~ I aee. And during the offen1ive you kept a diary trom. hou,r 

to hourt 

A Ho, e i r. 

Q When did you me.ke your entries? 

A I' only made the entri es whea important matten occurred and 

I had to mnke entr ie1 into the oombet daily journal of t he battalion. 

Q Where ii t his diery now? 

A I burned i -c before I wu captured. 

Q When were you captured? 

A Christmas Day, 1944. 

Q And the i,ntriu wh1.oh you made in your di&rr, r eferr i ng to 

the tSvente bet...een December 16 and Decembe r 24, r emain s o vividl y in 

your mtSmor y • despite the fact that you burned this diary in December , 

1944, 

A Yes , sir . 

Q Now, you undoubtedly t ook part in several other campa i gru1, 0 
Kramm, didn 1 t you, prior to t h9 Eitel offens i ve ? (J 

.A. Yes , sir , but not u of fi cer. 

Q In wha t cemp•i gns did you take p ert? 

A I n campaigns i n Ruu i a. 

Q And you kept a die ry about yo ur Ruuian c ampaigns , too? 

A no • sir . I wer e not an officer there and I had no duty to 

write it , 

Q I n what period of ti.mo did you take por t in that Ruuhn cam-

pai.gn T1h ich you fi rst Illfl ntioned ? 

PROSECtrrION: I ob jec t . 

COL. ROOENFELD : Objection sustained . "Jot or on f!IX&nination . 

Q. Now. Jtranan , you made your first statement to 6ny .American 
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authol'itie1 1n thil oue on December 25, 1944, right al'ter your oap• 

ture. Ia that oorreott 

A. Yea, air, that 11 oorreot. 

· Q And you aade 1ub1equent 1tat -•nt1 to American author i t i e1 

1ub1equent thereto, didn' t you? 

A Yea, ai r . 

~ Naw, how often wwld you aay you were approximatd y interro-

gated at Sohwabbch Hall t 

PROSECUTI ON , I obj eot, 

COL.. ROSENFELD, Objection au11 t ained. 

MR. STRONG, May I very r e spectfully point out to the Court , with 

due defer ence , that thh i i orou exam:tnetion --0 
COL. ROSENFELD , I t 11 not er ou exrunin atl on , becau se it h wi thout 

t he a oope of the dir ect examination. The Court hu ruled . The objecti on 

ia 1Sustaioed. 

Q Kr amm, isn' t i t a fa ct that you , dur ing t he time you were i n 

Sohwabhoh Rall, s i gned a 1tat ement for Proaeoution , i n que st i on end 

ans1'or f orm , oonaist i ng of opproxiuu,,te l y twenty pe. gH ? 

) PROSECUTI ON I I object !11,!;aln , 

COL. ROOENFELD1 That ii not or ou examinat ion . rt is t he l H t 0 
time t he Court wil l notify you . 

Q ra it a fact, Kr amr.i, that dur ing .... 

MR . STROlfG1 I don' t know - - I want to ask e. quHt!on --

COL. ROSENFELD: You wi ll not refer to anything except the matter1 

on which he wu ~xami ned i n his direct exomi.nation . 

MR . STRONG1 No further queationl. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEILING, 

Q Lt . Kramm, 1'hen, for the f i r s t time , d id you receive ktwwledge 

of the order befo?"e :the eampaign.T 

A December 15 . 

Q Where,? 

A Th• regimental CP in the forest of lHe.nkenhei:m . 



Q J.t •h•t u- or dayT 

A About noon. 

Q Who put that order into your hand t 

A No one handed it to me. I aa11 it on the table, and I took 

it, 

Q _On who•a tablet 

A. On the table of the exeoutin officer. 

Q Did you read the t ordert 

A I hutened t hrouih it because I didn 1 t h1sve much time . 

Q ijow1,ver, you could remembar all the '!lements of the offena lve t 

0 A The uni.ts e.ncl the order of combat that were sent -- thoae I 

1aw h .ter on myself, after the order. 

Q Was this a aimilr.r nrdert 

A Yea. 

Q Wes it t he first order concerning this offensiwt 

A The firct rogimente.l order whi ch I aaw o6noerni ng this of-

fens i ve , yea . 

Q So 811 the matters about whi ch you talk concerning the u.nd 

table had nothing to do with thia ofi'enaivet 

A Before t he offensive extensive prepnrationa were me.de •hieh 

tre.nsferred our division into the Eifel araa . 

Q That doesn' t anawer my- queation. We dete r mined before that 

this was the first order of t he offensive. lln't that r iWltT 

A. Yes , in the sense that tli.11 or der for the firat time gave the 

exaot point of the offena ive. 

Q Wasn ' t the entire offsnaive a aecret order! 

A Yes, 

Q So nothing about the of fensive oou l d be )mown beforehand! 

A N~hing about t hi.a offens ive, but about offens ive in general. 

Q So t he practice i n the san d table had nothing to do w1 th t.hia 

offens i ve! 

( Kurt Kramm - Cro•• ) 
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J. Rot with thte oft•n•iw. 

Q Wh'.!t did you do with the order, youraelfT 

A I rHd it. 

Q And then! 

A I left 1t lying there, 

Q Do you know what then happened with the ordert 

A The ordert No. 

Q Didn't you 1ay yeaterday that you knew the order waa tran1-

mitted to the lower eohelona t 

A Tea, I aaid that. I mean to 1ay that I didn't ••• how thi G 

order wae picked }IP by the executive officer of the r egiment and g i ven 

to the CO'll!fflenders of the batto.liona , but if one ia •ithin the buaineu 

of the atafr for a abort length of time, one wwld know that t he writteD 

ordera are tr11111mitted by the higher echelons to the lower eohelon1. 

Q HOll'ever , you didn ' t do anything to p r e vent the transmj11ion 

of the or der abou t which you knew? 

PROSECUTION t I objec t as being irrelevant and immater i al. Thil 

witneu ie not one of the defendanta. 

fRESIDENTt Objeet'ion overrul ed. 

Q Plea se answer. 

A No, be cause one never bee.rd that in my area or my r ange of 

b uaineaa s omethin g like that oould happen . 

~ If you want t o get to the truth of t he mette r , woul d:1 1 tit 

have been better f or yo u to demend t:> sit f'!lr.ong the accueed? 

PROSECUTION1 I object . 

PRESIDENT, Objection suatained. 

Q What was your personal activity during the offens iv e? 

A I h ad the order to drive behit'ld my commandant with t he motor -

cycle unit • • 

Q Wea t hat at the beginnin& , in t he middle , or a t the and of 

t he entire column? 

A The fir st pert of i t in t he middle, end later on e.t the point . 
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Q Row long, would you estimate, w1a thil entire column about 

which you are •peaking! 

A Do you mean the time, con1:lderi ng the •peed of the ool\811, or 

in kilometera1 

Q I mean in kilometera. 

A In kilometers. about ten kilometer•. 

Q All thole U11 i t1 which you mentioned today extended to ten 

kilometerat 

A Beoe.u1e of the throat troa the air, we drove in large inter-

nla. 

Q And you are 1aying that beoauaa of your military kno•ledget 

A. No. I say tha t because I saw it , and every offt.oer hod the 

tuk to po\ n t it out continuously. 

Q You couldn 1 t oversee ten kilometers? 

A No , but :lf all of fi cers "'ho were d i str ibuted a l ong t he entlro 

road point toward th8.t con't i nuously, then these orders wore carried out. 

Q At any rate , that l s you,r auumption. 

A Mo . I saw it. That is a faot . 

Q You just s aid t ha t you couldn ' t oversee t he 'Rhole th i ng . 

() A Becau se of the fsot that I cha nged my pos i tion continuously 

I was in the midd l e , I "'sa Bt .t he potnt . and also between the mi c.ldle 

am the point -- I u .w it . 

Q When t'J i d you your self pas s t he Cr oss r-oeds south of 16a lmedy t 

A About 21 :;o in the afternoon. 

Q Who, a.t this spot , "'" IS i n front of you ? 

A At thla spot~ ports of the 7th Company were in fr-on t or us . 

PRESIDENT: Court will r ecou until 10: 30. , 
(\'fhe r eupon t he Court r eoened s.t 1000 hoU?"a .) 

.. 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION 1 If the Court please, let the 

record show that all the members of the Court, all 

memb~rs o·f the proseoution, all members of the 

defense counsel with the exception of Dr. Rau and 

Dr. Pfister who are absent on business of the 

defense, all of the defendants and reporter are 

present. 

Will you call the witness Kramm? 

You are reminded you are still under oath. 

KURT KRAMM, cal l ed as a witiless for the prose cu­

ti9n, resumed the stand and testified further 

thro ugh an interpreter as follO\vs: 

DR . LEILING : I have no fur the r questions . 

DEFENSE CO UNSEL : May it please the Court , 

on behalf of the defense and i n view of the fact 

that the witness will return to the witness stand 

at a later time dur!ns t h i s trid, no further 

questions will be asked of the witness at t h is time , 

but we as defense counse l would like at t hi s time 

an amplificatio.n of the Court ' s r u l i n g on the 

ob jection by the prosecution t o our line of que st ion s 

on cross examination . Do we unde rstand that tn the 

future we will be limited t o the line of q ue!!ti on ing 

on d irect examination of the witness , or will we be 

permi tted to ask of the witne es ques tions designe d 

.., p ri marily to at. tack the c redibil i t y and veraci ty .. and bias of the witness? 

COLQ/IEL OSENFELD: Bo t h the pr osecution 

and the defense will be permitted to cross e xam ne 
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witnesses other than the a ccused according to the 

rules .and regulati on& of croea examination. Where 

the credibility of the witneso io to be attacked, 

the credibility will be attacked in the prescribed 

manner and the Court will permit a~ch attack. 

If the accused or any of the accused take 

the stand, cross examination will be permitted in 

accordance with the rules of evidence whereby the 

a ccused may be cross exami ned on any matter in 

connection with the case.
0 

PROSECUTION: I f the Court please, I have 
0 

a couple of questions on redirect. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATI ON 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION 

Q Lt . Kramm, on cr os s examination you 

testified t hat y ou. kept a diary . Did you mean a 

personal diary or a battal ion j ournal? 

A By that I mean personal data which I to ok 
(.) 

down for the pu r p o se ot' l ater u s i ng them i n the 

() combat j ournal. 

Q On direct exami nat i o n you r e f e r r ed to t h e 

t i me s of day t hat the po int r e ached cer tain vi l l age s 

and a l so t he main body . We r e those t ime s approxi mate 

or exac t? 

A Al l ti rnes wh ich I stat ed were approx:1ma te. 

Q In your capacity as or dinance officer , 

was i t your du ty to pass on or de r s? 

A Yes . 

PROSECUT I ON: That is all the ques t i ons 

I h ave. 

PRESIDENT: Que , tions by the de f ens e ? 

(Kr amm - Redirect) 



DEFENSE COUNSEL! No further questions. 

PRESIDENT! Any queations by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witness 1a exouaed. 

(Whereupon the wi tneaa was excused and withdrew. ) 

PROSECUTION1 Call the witnesa Jaeger. 

HORST JI.EGER, a witness for the prosecution, 

being firat duly sworn, testified through an 

interpreter as follows, 

DIRECT EXAMINATI ON 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION 

Q State your name . 

A Horst Jaeger. 

Q Your grade ? 

A Sturmann,(Pfc) . 

Q And your or ganization? 

A Firs t Panzer Reg iment, L. A.H. 

Q. Were you a member of any company? 

A First Company. 

Q Was your or gani zation a part of the 

Waffen SS? 

A Yes . 

Q Are you a prisoner of war of t he American 

Army? 

A Yes, 

Q Wher e are you now being he l d pri soner? 

A In Dachau, 

Q Did you take part in the Eifel offens ive 

o f the German Ar my during t he months of December 

1944 and January 1945? 

A Yee. 

(Jaeger - Direct) 
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Q What waa your aaaignment? 

A I waa 1n the I group , 

Q What do you mean by I group? . 

A Aa a tank guard . 

Q Who was your company coimnander? 

A Oberaturmfuehrer ( lat Lt,) Kremaer . 

Q What group were you? 

A I was in the I group, 

Q Who commanded your group? 

A Hauptscharfuehrer (Master Sergeant) 

Wivanz. 

Q Do you know any of the platoon conmanders 

of the first company? 

A Yes , Second Lieutenant Hennecke. 

Q Which gr oup did he c ommand ? 

A I cbn 1 t lmow that for sure. 

Q Could you identify Hennecke if you were 

to see him ag ain?() 
A Yes. 

() 
Q Take a look at the defendants sit t ing on 

your left and see if Hennecke is among those present. 

A Yes . 

Q Vlh at number ? 

A Number 23 . 

PROSECUTION: Hennecke , stand up . Sit down, 

Q On what day di d the off e nsive start? 

A On t he 16th , 

• Q Of what month? 

A, Decemb er . 

Q And the ye ar? .. 
A 1 944 , 

(Jaeger - Direct) • 
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Q Shortly prior to the beginning of the 

ottenalve, was there a meeting of the first company? 

A Yea. 

Q Were you present? 

A Yea, 

Q Do you know who spoke? 

A Yee. 

Q Who wo.e it? 

A First Lieutenant Kremser. 

Q What was the substance of hi s speech? 

A He talked about the combat. 

Q Did he say anything else? 

A He said that no prisoners were to be 

taken. 

Q Was Kr emser i n command of the f irst 

company throughout the offensive? 

A I can't say t h at. 

Q Was Kremser wounded during the offensive? 

A Ye·s, he was wounded . 

Q Do you know what date? 

A I do n't know t h a t . 

Q Do you lmow whe r e he was wounde d? 

A No . 

Q Do you know whether or not Henne cke wa s 

in command of the first company at any time dur i ng 

the off ensive? 

A Yes, he probabl y was a c ommande r of the 

company during the f irs t period. 

Q Was he c onnn ander during the letter part 

of the off ensive? 

A No . He wasn't there anu. more . 

(Jaeger - Dir ect) 
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Q~ Are you referring to Hennecke or Kremeer? 

A First Lieutenant Kremeer . 

Q Was HeOnecke present during the latter 

part of the offenaive ? 

A I don't know that. 

Q Do you know whether or not Hennecke wae 

present at the time Kremaer made his speech to the 

company? 

A No. 

PROSECUTION, That is all • 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it plea•e the Court, 

on behalf of the defense, may I inquire as t o whether 

this witness will be returned to the stand at a 

later time? 

PROSECUTI ON : No , he will not be recalled. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please t he Court, 

the defense doe s not desire to cross question the 

witness furt her. 

PRESIDENT : Any que •tion o by the Court? 

There appear t o be non e . The witne ss 1s excused. 

(Wher eupon the witne ss was excuse d and withdr ew.) 

PROSECUTION: Cal l the witnes • Koehler . 

ERNST KOEHC,ER , called as a witness for the 

prosecution, being first duly sworn testified through 

an in terpre tar as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUEST I ONS BY PROSECUTION 

Q State your name . 

A K'oehler, Ernst . 

Q Your gr ade? 

(Koeh l er - Direct) 
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A Rottentuehrer (Corporal), 

Q And your organization? 

A Firot Company, Firot Panzer Regiment L.S.S,A,H, 

Q Ia your organization a part of the Waffen 

SS? 

A Ye s. 

Q Are you~ prisoner of war of the American 

'Army? 

A Yes. 

• Q Where are you now being held prisoner? 

A In Dachau.• Q Did .you take part in the Eifel offensive 

in the German Army during the months of De cember 

1944 and January 1945? 

A Yes. 

Q What was your assignment? 

A I was a gunner in a tank. 

Q Who was your company commander? 

A First Lieutenant Krems er . 

Q 'What was your p l atoon? 

A I was in the company troop s of the fir s t 

company . 

Q Ia t hi s a headquar t ers s ecti on? 

A That y ou mi ght s ay is a point of t he 

fi ghting unit . 

DR . LEILING: It ' s a maste r sergeant . 

PROSECUTI ON : Will yo u r epe at ~he answer?
• 

A Th e man who is the first serg eant of the 

whol e company. He is out with the company troops 

with the unit , 

Q Is that the s ame a s the administ r ative 

(Koehl er - Direct ) 
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section of the company? 

A No , it 's not the administration. 

Q Do you know any of the p latoon cormnandera 

of the first company? 

A Yeo. 

Who commanded the first platoon? 

A Second Lieutenant Hennecke. 

Q Could you identify Hennecke if you were 

to see him again? 

A Yes . 

Q Take a look at the defendants sitting on 

your let't and see i f Hennecke.,. is among thos e 

pre s ent. 

A Yes. 

Q Wha t numbe r is he wearing ? 

A 23. 

PROSECUTION: Henne cke , stand up . 81 t down. 

Q Prior to the beginning of t he offensive 
(J was t here a meeting of the first c ompany? 

( ) A Yes. 

Q We re you present ? 

A Ye s. 

Q Do you know who spoke ? 

A Yes. 

Q \Vho was 1t? 

A F' i rs t Lieut enant Kremser. 

Q Do y ou lmow the substance of bis speech? 

A I don ' t r emember the exact wordi~B · 

Q We l l , approxi mate l y what did he say? 

A He stated in his s peech that tomorrow we 

would participate in an ofrenslve wh ich wou l d decide 

(Koehler - Direct) 



• 
the fate of Germany and that in that offensive we 

would have a chance to avenge the lives of many 

women and children who had been killed durin~ the 

terror raide. There wou.ldn' t be any prisoners of 

war in that attack and there wouldn't be any mercy 

shown to Bolsian civilians either, Anything which 

might happen to come i n fr ont of our eights would 

be mowed down and anybody who would h ave hunger 

tomorrow, it would be h ie own fault. 

Q Was Kremser in conunand of t he first0 
company throughout the offensive?

0 
A No, 

Q Who took c ommand after Kr emser? 

A Second Lieutenant Henneckd. 

Q On what day ttas it and where did Henneck e 

command? / f-;L. ? 
A That was early in t he morning of the 16th 

of Decembe r in Stavelot. 
(.,.., 

Q Did Hennecke continue l n command for the 
() 

balance of the offe nsive ? 

A Yes . 

PROSECUTI ON: You may cross examine. 

CROSS EXAMINATI ON 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, COL , DWINELL) 

Q Di d Hennecl<e at any time s pe cif1cal ly say 

that prisoners of war would b e shot? 

A No , wouldn't know about t hat. 

Q Did Kr emser ever gi ve such an order? 

A No . He only said i n his s pe ech t hat 

t here \Touldn ' t be any prisoners of war in t h is 

attack. 

(Koehler - Cross) i:!28 
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DEFENSE OOUNSEL1 May 1 t please the Court, 

there are no further croaa questions for the defense. 

PROSECUTION: No queotlons on redirect. 

PRESIDENT, Any questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witneea 1a excused. 

(Whereupon the witness waa excu1Hd and withdrew.) 

PROSECUTION, Call the witness Klaus Schnelder. 

KLAUS SCHNEI DER, called aa a witness for the 

prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified 

through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT ElCAMINATIOIT
0 

Q.UESTIONS BY PROSECUTI ON 

Q. State your name. 

A Schneider, 1-;laus. 

Q. And your grade? 

A SS Sturmann (pfc), 

Q And your organi zation? 

A F'lrst Company, First Panzer Regiment ,
0 

First Panzer D1v1e1on, Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler. 

u Q Was your organization a JR rt of the Waffen 

SS? 

A Ye s. 

Q Are you a pr isoner of war of the Ame r ican 

Army? 

A Y es , 

Q Whe re a re you now be ing hel d prisoner? 

A I n Dachau . 

Q Did you take part in the Eifel offensive 

of the German Ar my during the mont;hs of December 

1944 and January 1946? 

(Schneider - Direct) 



A Yea . 

Q What was your assignment? 

A I wa s a tank r adio opera tor. 

Q Who was your commanding of £1cer? 

A Fi r s t Lieuten ant Kremser and towards t he 

end Second Li eutenant Hennecke. 

Q In wh a t platoon wer e you? 

A In the first p l atoon of t he f i r s t company. 

Q Who commanded your platoon? 

A Second Lieutenant Hennecke .(I 
Q Could you identify Hennecke if' you were

( 
to see him again? 

A Ye s. 

Q Take a l ook at the defendants sitting on 

your l e ft and see if you recognize Henn ecke among 

t h em. 

A Yes . 

Q What number is he wa aring? 

A Number 23 . 
I) 

PR0SECU'r!0 N: Hennecke , stand up . Sit doW1 . 

Q On wha t day did t he of'fens i ve start? 

A De cembe r 16 . 

Q Shor tly p r io r to the beg inning of the 

offensive , was t he re a meeting of t he fi r st company? 

A Yes . 

Q Were you present? 

A !lo . 

Q Do you know wh o s p oke'!' 

A Firs t Lieutenant Kr ems er. 

Q Do you ·m ow what he said? 

(Schne i der - Di r ect) 



A I wasn't present at the speech, therefore, 

I don't lmow what he said. However, two or three 

week1 before that, Lt. Kremaer also made a speech. 

Q What did he oay at that opeech that you 

are referring to? 

A That in any combat in which we might get 

into, we were not to take any more prisoners but 

rather we were to rsmember our relatives and 

dependents in the bombe d out citi es . 

Q Was Kremaer in command of the first<> company throughout the Eifel offensive ? 

0 A No. 

Q. Who t ook command after Kremser? 

A Second Lieutenant Hennecke. 

Q On ,,h at day was it and wher e did Hen necke 

take command? 

A I can't r emember the date any more. It 

was in Stavelot. 

(_ PROSECUTION : You may cross examine. 

(} 

(Schneider - D!rect) 
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0a ...,_t 4q .. 1t aat where 414 llaauoa -..-, 
.A. 1 oaa1 t r••b,i- the ..,. arq aore, but U -· ., 

IRT1lot. 

Cl.OSI RMIMUPI 
~,10111 n :m IDll'JIITD, 

Q, When he Qok• about aot \akin, pri1oner1, 1,a•, 
1' • fact that ho ••14 'that the priooaoro woul.4 be left to 

tha intan.trJ', in the rear? 

.I. Iroaoer 414a1 t oq IID)'thinc about that. 

DDEHD1 fbe d.1t1n11 hat no further queatlona. 

ft0UCU!I0lh Bo r141r1ot. 

Pll.ESIDD'Ta .he there ~ que1Uona by &nT aenber 

of the court? (there were none.) 

(Whereupon the wita.eu waa ex.ouae4 and' withdrew.) 

PllOSIOUTI0lh The proaecution calh E.urt Plobu.nn 

a, U1 next w1 tne... 

XUllT PLOJDIAIN, called aa a w1 tn111 for the Proa._ 

cut1on, being first duly sworn, teatif'ied through an inter­

preter &B follows& 

DIRJCT llJIMIIWIOB 

~UESTIONS BY Tltil PROSiOUTIOIII 

Q, What 1• 7our n.ue! 

.I. Kurt Plobaan. . . 

I.) 

C 

(Plobmann - Direct) 
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() 

Tour craut 

.A. S.rc••'• 
Q .Aa4 :,our orpalaaUoat 

A l'irot o_ _aa:,, l'ir1t l'auor lloetant, llllAII, 

Q Wu yov orpahaUon a part of the Yllffon 18t 

.A. Tea. 

Q,' Are 7ou a pri1011.1r ot war of the M1riaa ...,., 

.l Yea. 

Q, Where are 7ou now 'beinc held prlaonar! 

.A. In Dacha~ 

Q D14 1'01l hlte part iD tho llifol otfon1in, 4urinc 

the month• of Decabei; 1944, and JanuarJ", 1946! 

.A. I participated in the Ot!enaiTe :Zitel, until I •• 

wounded on the 26th of Dea•ber. 

~ What ft, 70v aeligmaenU 

.l 1 waa a gunner. 

Q, Who wa1 your Comp&IQ' Co111&nder t 

.a. 141' Oomp&JIT Command.er n.a tirat Lieutenant Xr•ur. 

Q. In what Platoon were 70uT 

.&. !'he J'ir1t Platoon. 

Q, Who comtanded 7our Platoon! 

.l M1' Platoon ~ommand.er waa Second Lieutenant Ben.neclr:1. 

Q. Could 7ou iden.t1t7 Hennecke, it 7ou aaw him againt 

.A Yea. 

Q, Take a look at the detendante Ii ttinc there on your · 

left and ••• i f 70u recognise Hennecke aaong th•l 

A Tei. 

I(. What D.\Uiber ie he wea r ing? 

.l T"Went7-three. 

PR0SilCUTI 0lh Hennecke , ete.nd up. 

(Plolllllann - Direct) 
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(tbereupon the accused Hennecke arose.) 

R-21-3 
Pl!OS&JUTION I Sit down. 

(\'Oieroupon the accused Hennecke resumed 

hio seat.) 

Q. On what day did this otfen:!!ive start? 

A. On the 16th of December, 1941,. 

Q. Shortly before the beginning of the offensive, was 

there a meeting of your Company? 

A. Yes. 

• Q. \Vere you present? 

• A. Yes • 

Q. ilho spoke? 

A. First, Lieutenant Kremser. 

Q, 1'/hat did he say? 

A. Lieut enant Kremser stated, amon~ other things , t hat 

we vrould see combat now, that ,re wer e to f ight bravely , and 

that we were not to pay any attention to prisoners and that 

we were to think of our ,rives and chi ldren at home who had had 

su.ffered t he damage by the bombing terror. 

Q. Will you repeat what Kr emser said about prisoners? 

A. I don 1 t remember the exact wording, I can only f;ive 

you the gist of it . 

Q. What \TaS t hat? 

A. That we were not to take any prisoners in combat . 

Q. \1as Kreraser ln command of the First Company, throue;h-

out the Ei.fel Offensive? 

A. No, he commanded ths Company only until the 18th . 

Q. Tlho t ook coJl'lltlDJld after Kremser? 

A. Second Lieutenant Hennecke took over the Company on 

the 18th. 

(Kurt Pl,o~ , Direct. ) • 
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Q. Do you lcnO'II' what tim9 of the day that was? 

R-21-4 A. It was 1..n the morning. 

PROS»JUTIONs You may cross~xs.mine. 

CROSS-EXA!.!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY THE !l!:l!'ENSE 1 

Q. Did Hennecke ever give you any orders to shoot pri­

aoners of war? 

A. No. 

Q. You said that Lieutenant Kremser made a speech to 

the Company about prisoner s of war; did Hennecke make a sind­

lar speech? 

A. I don't know about that, not that I remember. 

DEFENSE: The defense has nothing further . 

PROSECUTION: The prosecution has no fur-

ther questions . 

n PRESIDENT : Are t here any questions by 

any member of the court of this witness? (There were none .)( 

(Whereupon the W1tness was excused and re-

swned his seat. ) 

PROSECUTIC'IN: The pr osecution recalls Mr. 

Ellorltz, as i t s next witness . 

(Whereupon Mr. !l.l Ol'ritz was r ecall ed and 

reminded t ha t he vras still under oath before the court . ) 

DIRIDT EIW£tNATION 

QUF.S:rIOIIS BY Tll3 PROSEC!J'!'10!\'\ 

(Kurt ~, Examination COl!lpleted ; Ellow-itz recalled . ) 



Q. During the couree ot your inTestigation of the Mal­

nady cue. did you 8ffir have occaaion to take a statement trom 

Hans Hennecke? 

A. Yes. 

Q, Could you identify hilll, if you saw hilll again? 

A. Yea. 

Q. Take a look at the defendants on your left• and see 

if he is among those present? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What number is he woaring? 

A. Number forty-throe. 

) 

• 
PROS~UTION: Stand up Hennecke • 

(Wbereupon the accused Hennecke arose . ) 

PROSECUTIONI Sit dO'IIYl, 

(Vlhereupon the accused Hennecke resumed 

his seat . ) 

• 
Q. Uuri ng t he course of this interrogation, did Hennecke 

rnak'.3 a statement? 

• A. Yes, both oral and writ t en• 

PROSl!X;tJTION : The prosecution hands the 

reporte r a statement to be marked as 11 P.rosecution Exhibit 14, 

for identification". 

(Whereu9on the reporter marked the Exhibit 

as reques ted. ) 

Q. Did you use an int erpreter for the i nterrogation 0£ 

Hennecke? 

A . Yes. 

(Re-examination of EllCM'itz . ) 



Q, Who was it? 

A, llr, Steiner, 

Q. I hand you a statement, marked "ProsecutiOn Exhibit 

No. 14, for identification", and ask you if you can identify 

it, 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you lrnow whose handwriting this statement UI in 

and who signed it? 

A. Yes, it is written arxi signed by Hans Hennecke. 

Q. And ie this t he same Hans Hennecke that you have 

just identified as wearing number forty-three? 

A. Yes. 

Q. \'fas this statement signed 1.n your presence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was anyone el se present? 

A. Yes, the interpreter. 

Q. ffas this statement sworn to? 

A. Yes. 

Q. V/ho administered the oath? 

A. llajor Fenton. 

Q. ilas the statement given voluntarily? 

A. Yes . 

Q. 1Vas duress used to obtain t his statement? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you make any threats or pr omis es to obtain that 

statement? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you use any harsh, cruel , or i nhuman treatMent 

to obtai n this statement? 

4 , No . 

(Ellowitz - Direct) 
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DEFENSE t The defens e has no objecti on. 

R-:1:1.-8 
PRESIDENT : There being no objection, 

the translation offerad i nto evidence by the prosecution is 

accepted into evidence by the court and rill be marked Pros­

ecution Exhibit 14-A, for attachment to the record. 

PROSF.CUTION : The prosecut ion requests 

permission at thie t i me to read Prosecution Exhibit No. 14- A 

to the court. 

PRESIDENT : Gr ant ed. 

PROSECUTI ON : The statement is as fol l mrs : 

111, Hans Hennecke, Untersturmfeuhrer, make the following state -

ment under oath: I am twenty- three years old. I live in WAVEN 

in MICKU!:NBURG. . In December, 1944, I vras Untersturnifouhro~ of 

the 1st Company, SS Panze r P.egiment 1, LSSAH. On December 16, 

1944, we left the forest in BLANKENHEIM anrl went to SCHMIDT­

HEIM. This was the complete (PEIPER) combat team. 

11About 8 :00 A. M., the Company Commanders were called to a 

) 
conference in the Regimental CP, i n t he fores t er' s honse at 

() SCHUIDTHEIM. I accompanie d Obcrsturmfeuhrer KREllSZR, Cocma.nd­

er of the First Company, to the Regimental CP, for I had to 

fetch a map for myself . We enter ed the CP t ogether and sat 

d01m i n the ante- room, of l'fhich I made a sketch which I attach 

hereto . Sittin6 in this r oom were Obersturmfeuhre r 'llUMPF, Un­

tcrsturmfeuhrer ruuu, Oberstnnnfeuhrer KRE'..!S'.:ll, Ober sturmfeuh­

re r VOEOLER, Hauptsturmfeuhr er KLI GELHOEFF.R and rr.any other s 

whose names I no longer r ecall. hn officer ·who~ I no longer 

r emember read to us t he plan of march, and we all made entriel'l 

on our rr.aps . Aft er I had been in the r oom a half hour , the 

(Stater.tent of l-1"..ennecke) 
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R-21-9 

door from Room "A 11 opened (as indicated on the attached sketch), 

and Hauptsturmfeuhrer GRUHLE, Reeifflental Adjutant, came into 

the room, from Room "A" to Room 11 B" (as :L--1dicated on m:, sketch), 

when I heard the door open, I turned a round and saw Standarten­

teuhrer PRIPZR sitt ing behind a table with his face turned to­

ward!! the door (as indicatAd on my skatoh) , and ORUHLE went 

through our room, went out, returned after a faw minutes and 

went into Room 11A", Yrhere I had seen Standartenfeuhrer PEIPER. 

Five to ten minutes later, the Company Commanders were called 

11A11to Room for a conference by somebody I cannot recall to­

day. Standartenfeuhrer PEIPER was the only person that I saw 

in the r oom. I did not see h:l.m (:';O out . Before Obersturmfeuh­

rer KRE!JSc:Ft entered the r oom for the Com:;>any Com.'llEl.nder ' s meet­

ing, he told roo to ~o back to the Company, to assembl e the Pla­

toon Leaders and the Tank Co?ll!M.nders there, and to rmit for 

him there . I did t his . Thirty to forty- f ive minutes later, 

JGU.1'~~"R returned to where our tanks were standing, vthere I 

had assembled the Platoon Lel\ders and Tank Comrrumders, as he 

had ordered me to do. Ober s turmfeuhrer KRES}4ER said: 111 have 

just come from a conference with the Regimental Comr.lllnder, 

and have i nstructions to refer you a gain to his order to drive 

on recklessly, t o give no quarter and to take no prisoners. 

When yuu go back nmr, repeat this to your men. 11 We then r e­

turned to the tanks . 

11This was the second time that Oberstumfeuhrer KP.EIBER eave 

us this order , On the 15th of Decel'lber, 19h4, as our Company 

was l ying in the BLANKZNIIEIU forest , Oberstnrru'euhrer KRID4SER 

spoke before the Trhole Company, about J:00 o ' cl ock, a bout the 

order to drive on r eck}J?ssly, to eive no qunrter , and to take 

no prisoners . Earl y in the morn.in of t he same day, Dbersturm-

(S t atement of Hennecke) 
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1 
11rora to Ud. nlt1orl'bed. 'before •• till, 
lD,ll dq ot .lpl'tl 1Mf. 

1leJtVS I lrrPt 
Offl.oer Adaill11hrl.. oa,11 

JMR 
Ara or lemoo 

D0OOU!I<ma You 11&7 oro11 1ZU1iu. 

UOROIS IIAIIIIW!IOI 

~snon !If llnl!IJI (Lt. Ooloaol 1>w1a111 )I 

Q, With reepeot to lzhibit 'P-1"'1 nre 7ou preaent at -, 

b1.terr0£ation1 ot the &eOUHd Hennecke prior to h11 1lping that 

etat•e11tl 

J. I wa1. 

~ Waa there more than one interrocationl 

J. Ye1, there ••• 

ij Do you reaember about how aany int1rrogation1 Hennecke 

wa1 requir~d to submit tot 

.A I would 1q about three or tour. 

Q, Do 7ou remember an. interrogation ot Hennecke about 

three dq1 before thia atatement wa1 1igned, Proeeeutton 1 1 hhiblt 

I 4on1t lmov which interrocation 7ou baTe reference to. 

~ Pro aecution.1 1 l:mibit •P-141 n.e 1igned on the 11th of 

JanU&Z7. Do 7ou recall Hennecke being interrogated on the 8th? 

-" T11. I don 1 t reaember aa to the date. I recember he 

wa1 interrogated p rior to 1ign.ing that s t a t ement aeTeral daT• • 

Q, Where wer e t heae interrogat1ona conductedr 

A In the interro«ation room. 

~ Were aD.1" of theae inter rogati ons conducted a t a T&rJ' 

le.te hour at aight r 

A •o. 
<t At any of theae interrogati ons , vae more than one 

person preaentr 

A Te,. the interpreter . 

:.!45
Elow1t1: - ~ecrou 
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... y-
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4 Yeae 

Q WlaNI &NI JOV. DOW held pr1-l'f 

... ])i Daobaa 

Q DSd J01I - part Sa tu 11:1.fel. ou-1-.. dvus tile 

- ot ~r l!llala - Jaal'7 Ul&St 
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Q • - JOVI' ..... ____., 

l ~ Lln-t Clrtn. 
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Q 11111 ,.,.. et.ta \la nbaWDOe of Clll'iat.•• -bf 

4 r.., tan • pr1.o...... •uld 11e '*• :1a -.. ....,. 

aAl'l'.&lll 8JIUIIIIIIR1 'g \lie 0D1ll't. plNee• I lleli.ffe \ban 

1.o a ma- :la \la tr-la~ (!O JIil...,.._ -took)a 

Ia it. not ., ad.- :lao- of •-tf 

D'tW~ -----· 
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Maur&\e tl'-l&tial t-* -tf 
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Jill t.lNI torut. ....., ...-:1a. 
Q -U.ofdl!Jwuitf 
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' Ila • Jaoll " -* .., ....... el\Uas - ,... l.n 

--U,-•NNpiMWIMIII--. 
.l ...... ,. 

WOfllM1 W .will,._n.d'ltfr.t\M-Ce_. 

*' • n-.. WonllW .Clirut •..nae.....,,. 
' • 1111n _ _a._•• •ftaai'H 'Npat 

.l --...u,uw.. 
Q -'-'-•-.-r•nus .i.u,..s.. .....-

ot tile otiwi,,., 

.l r-
...... _ u beUtQ 

.l II ta~ - , 11..._beiao 

Q 

.l r-
Q ........., 
.l l'Jrat. u..~ Obr1"t., 

Q ..., 4i4 Oir~t eQt 

.l !bat it - ~- laat .Gluoee ...... te\lwlkot 

--aadoltll•-•ttaolm-•t• pq--tale 

pr1a_.n ot._ 

Q Did i. •IIT ~ allon - ,.,. wn to nci,,, 
.l 11o. 

Q Did be Nfor to UITtb1ac -11t tbe 88 t.radl.U. ot 

f1cbtilllt 

.l 119 wre to ficllli ODocrdiJJs to tu old UoCN of tbo SS. 

Q Do 7011 -.,. 01Q10D11 el.H wbo .,,... prHmt at tl>A 

••'1111' 
1 ·r ... 
Q Ibo WU 1tf . . . • 
.l at_._, "o -lucbelr. 

Q D1d IIIJIDJ.uobalt eq ~ at tbe ••tins' 



' allltlwblll ............. ., - ...... 
Q Did•••~-, ...... ,,, ___ _......, 
A • NU lie ...... a Jll,i>' et - •- - 1.1a,...._, 

cana, _.. to *' to ,sa tiat ,. s. • - ., M11a. 

• Oollld 1" U.\u, lbDlueblll lf 7"11 - to ... 

ldllaplat 

J. r-. 
Q --~., .. ..,_to--Sl7"11-

-lda .... tlo-

J. ·-rn. 
JIK>ISICOTD1 .,_lueblll all 1"11 •- 19t Lot '- r-4 

,_ tat IIUmluolllt wu :14mtit184 IQ' • n-• u warlac 

.....r n. 111,-. 
Q Utor tllo •otiDC - I wU1 wl.\bdra tbat. 'llll 7011 

ropN\ llaia _, :,DU n:14 &bout prilODa'I of 'Rl'f 

llll'Dll1 .,. it pleue tlle Court, tlle r- •PND t,;;:, , 

itoelt • -..-. 

l'IIJISICUTD1 !blr9 wu oa 1.uaourate troulat1ao Tllat 

11 ... W. -- 11 bea, ...4....., ..-. 

nsas, I • ••"7• Jt 7011 - --• tbat, tbare 

wollld lie no o'bJeot1ao 

PIIISIDIIT1 Plouo, lwt•• ban - at a u.. 
PlllSl!ilotllM1 I\ ....., 'broucht \o ... _,__ at tho -· 

I 1hollld ban bro1111ht it - - the Ilia- wu ...i.,. 

l'!lmlDIITI I - ill tba tatllre, it tlMN 1o ref_.lDOI 

witll reepeot to a t.ranalat:ta, JO• molll4 protaae :,o,r r_.1111. 

TOIi - aak the quNt1ao 

Q 'l!1ll JOU repeat oeaia -.tat :,o,i NU ....,,., prioonra ot 
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4 !bat. wu a ... .,. broad lliat.. 
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PIIOIIICUTlllh .. ndinot.. 
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111tmH ia aBuede 
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PRIJIIIOUT]l:111 U tbe o.urt. pleu•, w haft_,. mra witnNO 
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CHARGE HEET 
ANICUGESCHRJFf 

s:· ---------­
g:::m----------

Name of accused ____________ 

Nome de, Angeklagten 

I, hereby charged with the followtng offence11 
wlrd hlermlr wegen der folgenden 1trafbaren Handlungen angeklagh 

First Chara•'--------- Erste Anklage 1-------

Partlcular11 Einz.elhelten 1,... 

Second Charge1 Zweite Anklage 1 

Particulars, .. Einzelheiten .... 

The above charges are referred for trial to the :~n~::;:diate Military Court to be held 
•General 

•Einfachen 
Die Verhandlung wird vor dem •Mlttleren MilitOrgerichte 

•Qberen 

at 
in (Address of Court) 

(An,chrift des Gerichtes) 

at .. 
um Uhr stattfinden. 

•Strike out wo rds not applicable. 
•Nichtzutreffendes ist durchzu,t reichen. 

o•------····························· ······.. 194... 
am 

By Order 
Im Auftrag e von 

iSiQ~-~j·~;~--~i'p~--~~-~-~preferr ing chargesf··· 
(UnterschriAdes Verlreters der Anklage be hOrde) 

________ ]94
Copy of above se rve d on accused -------­
Abschrift dem Angeklog te n zugestellt am 

+ ······························~·· ,............................................ . 

!Signature o ,rson making service) 
Unrerschrift Zustellers) 



I 
CLASSIFICATION CAN 
By a11tho,1ty 0, JAG It, CELLEO 
dtd 4 A11g l9SO, 

Ul!ITr.D STATES VS, VALE!ITI1' BERSI1' ET AL 

( THI: MALMJ:DT CASI) 

PROSECUTIOW l.XRIBI'l'S P. l thru P. 1 2-A 

I 
I 

I 

( ; 



• • Legal form N o. 8 l'AUmll 
MILITARY GOVt:t<NMENT COURT 

Pros Ex.e. Noa 
CASE RECORD. l thru 12-A 

Case No. . ..~24 ... Prosecutor LT COL BtJRTON F .Eµ,-1§. 

·~ Defe nce Counsel COL WILLIS__ }d._):,/ER~~. J R •mtrmlUQtbMilitary Court. 
•General 

Interpreter
Place .... ll/.CllA.U, ..GEJlllANL . 
Date . ____ ........ 194 Report er 

Members of Court 1 

.... ..BRLG .GE.~ERAL J OSlAN T .DhLBEl'. COL RJ.Yl<.OND C CONDER.. 

.... COL ..PAUL.. ll ....WEIL.\IID ....... 

. . . CQl, .JI.MES .G...WATAINS . 

....... C.OJ....W;I,l,fR!lU I ..ST!s\,.!!Ul 

Accust1d ......Y.ALEN1IN .. BERS.IN.,... ET .. .AL.... 

Addre n .. ...... Sex ....... Age 

Pl eas 

f im Charge Seco!"'d Charge 

-------3.!LFJlT.llLBERS.ll!,....El'....A___ _ __!lat g,.gt;i:___, ______--1 

find ings 

Previous Convictioni 

................................................................. 194 ... 

Sentence 
Amount .. 

To be paid before .. ______,.......... 194 .. . 
Fine or in case of default of payme nt to serve a •further 

term of -----
imprisonment. 

CharcA ~heel and Record of Teitimony are annexed hereto. 

(Signature of member of court,) 

REVIEW 

t.ction of Reviewing Authority 

(Signature of reviev. ing oulhority) 
•Strike out words not applicable. 
15 

/ ~ ./ ~• :·': ··: ('P i - I ).- A 



EXHIBITS P-1 thru P-12 -A 



• • 0 .,f.f:i/maw 
jt1,,5[.,i: - p_,

~fnft t 
8 April, 1946 

bLJbJECT. .,w,u· Case No . o-24 ( or No . 184) 

TO Command inc Cenoral , 
Tli ird U!.i l,rmy, 
Af'O 4,.,) 1 UZ Army . 
r.ttn: ::.it.uff JudtE' Advocato. 

1. RE.ferenco parut ruph 2b letter , Headqua rt ers , Un ited 
Stutes l'orcee, Lur opoHn Theater loco. 5-2 GAP), 16 Ju l y 1945, 
suL j ect: Tr1&1 of '. , r. r Crime s and Re lat~d Co.sen l t 1s re ,, ue:;t.ed 
t hat tht; .,ibove case be refer red lo triul before

1 
a t£neral iJ111tary 

Governrr:e11 t Court on churges und r,artlculors hto-retoforu opr roved 
by t h is off ice as a result of conferen ces bet,it.sn this offi ce and 
your office . 

2 . No o t htir not ions h ve on inta r es t l n t h in c;H:t suffic i ent 
lo r C"qulre altendanc.o of their 0Us&1·vers at tl.ie triu.:.. 

j, In· victi or tl. c. lart.e n\UI..Uer or accused am. in t he in­
t e r ost of expediti on an d avol oanco of confusion n t the tri ol it 
1s r e coa.llifmded t hat in adCl.ition to m111t1ary c'efe nse counse :J. no t 
n:o i·e than f our l4) of the civi l ian defense counsC!l be allov.~d to 
1Lahe obJect.ions I art.u.a:.ents befor& thP court &nc\ int.@r r oc;tt te 
Y>itn~sses . T 1;• se are to tJe selected by all of thfl c lv111&.n 
dt:t f e nse coW1 so1 1 an ac t NS t hc.ir spokesm6n , should tt,eir numbor 
oxceed !'our. In the evo nt. 1 t is asso rted t.het an t lc1ra t. sd 
confl ic ts of int er est &.tcong t h() uc c used wi ll r oquiro in the 
1nt.o'reot of ftt 1ruess, the active p~rt.1c11 s t ion o f an 

I 
additiona l 

numbe r of such civi lian de f e nse counsel ,. it is SUf.lOsted that 
t.his office tJe cons ulteO i n the mst.Lor. 

c. ll . ,,u u:1.1.1.,,IT, 
Colonol J ALD 1

L... i:,uty 'll,ord.or Juoto f,avocot.t 

Tele,hone . \, I L, UI:li 8707 

Cy for :: 01 . Corbin, ~.ar Crimes Detachr.ient , Dachau . 

http:ll,ord.or
http:antlc1rat.sd
http:bet,it.sn
http:re,,ue:;t.ed


• P/k,s tx 2 

~/11/.f.-l. 

oacMu, Germaey, Iff (1 
8 l!ay 1946. 

S TIPU L AT I ON 

It is her eby stipulated and agreed by and between the 
accus ed, t heir counsel and t he pr osecut ion, t ha t, the map

11 1marked ProBecution ::J l?Chibit No . l._11 for identification, ia 
a map of a section of land in Germany and Bel gium, in the 
vi cinity of the towns of Dahlem, Ger many , and 11almedy, s t oumont, 
St . Vit h, and Bastogne, Bel gium; that it ie a fair, and r easonably 
accurate repr esentation on paper of t hat sec t i on of land , with 
the r oads , t er rain f ea tures and other dat a shown t he r eon together 
wi t h o.11 ent r i es and not a t ions appear ing t her eon; tha t it is 
dr awn to scale t o make a r easonable r epr oduction, vrith added 
f ea t ures , of porti ons of map of central FU.r ope 1 :100, ()(X), G.s., o.s., 
No . 4416, Bonn, Sheet S 1 , published by t he "'a r Office 1944 a nd 
map of Bel gium a nd tr . F. . Franc e , 1:100, 000, G.s ., G.s., No . 4436 
MARCHE, Sheet 13 , published by t he "'1o.r Of'fice 1943 . 

t:}:.,p,;. ~r- dv. hl,E. 
Chief Defense CO:Sel 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

O,,;()kO"- J.IILLJ,;R 11u1g11f'd to Wu Cri uw ~ Urand1, Unilc1l Sti, t t' ~ Arm ), 

APO 633, H 11n intrq,r,·ter, 1111,·ing hci:11 1luly ft "urn, d.- 1mu• 1111!1 , t•l f' th 11 1 the 11 11 u,~1 rtl Euglisl, trun~la liou i1 

11 true 111,I arcnr111c rl'ndering of 1l,c Gcr111 ~11 o riginnl of th•· ~hh•m r nt of 

Joeef DIETRICH 

28 March 1946 

huforc WILLIAM R. PERL, lat Lt • . , )1. I • ._ 

,·onsisting of 1111ge1, into English. 

I, thn ,le 11011e nl , furlh cr s lule 1\,111 I Sl'e. k Gcrt11 11 11 and EngH~I, Au c111ly 1111,I 11111 full y •1uulili,·d a& an 1·:<11t·rt 

r.crn11m-E11gli!I, i11t crprnlt:r hy rtaenn of the following •11rnl ific111iu11 ~: 

l. German la my nat1ve tongue . 

2. J apent the f1rat twanty year• of my 11te 1n oermany and 
wont to elementary a nd aeoondary aohool there . 

:, . I came to the Un ited Stat•• 1n 1928 . 

4. l ,._d twoyeara or Engl1ah 1n eeoondary eohool 1n Germany . 
MJ other knowledge ot Engl1ab ha.a l>een d erived 1"rom atud.J by myeelt . 

5 . I tave bean married ror the pe.at a t x years to a 1r1t1ah 
aubJeot and apeak !1.ng l lsh oonttnually at home. My '!fife doee not 
speak Oerman . 

6. I have been 1n the Unite~ Stat•• Army tor the past 2-1/2 
years, having been d1acharged 1n November 19.!&5 and have been employed 
by th.., war Departcient ae a Oennan- &:ngllah 1ntorpreter a1noe January 
1946. 

.-I.., 
Sworn 11111 1nlucril1cll to ht: fo rt: me lhi, JJ 1111) uf 

111 Sd1wiihitch Hall. Germany. 



I . Generaloberst and Oberstgrup_pentuebra:r, Josef 
Dll.'TRICH , after firet ciuly sworn , state the fcllowing 1 

Since October 1944 , until the capitulation on 9 UB.y 
1911.S , l was Supren:e Comr.e.nder of the 6 th .Pbnzor Army . 

In lferch 1911-5 , this Arrrr:t was officially r1::1named to 
6th S3 Panzer Army . It was, howevor, always tho saue Al'I'{\' , only 

the no.rue was ch.'f.ngt:d. . Am:>ns c.,thers the 1st SS Pa nzer KorP3 
wbioh Wall ccmr.anded hy Gener al J.ieutenen t PRIES belo ng'!ld to nzy 

Arnw . 

The Leibstandarte Adolf Hitlor , was a Division which 
just like the Division Hi tler JugenrJ belonged to tho 1st SS Panzer 
Korps. 

The 1st SS l8nzer Ree;iment as well as the combat 
group roontianed which ll'8.S cOOlllll.nded by Standartenfuebrer Joac him 
FEIP!!R du.ring the EIIEL offeua ive 1944 to 1945 IJt.1lone;ed to the 
Leibstandarte A.dolt Flitler and therewith to the let SS Tanzer ¥.orpo . 

I have U"B.de this staterr.ent vo l untuily and out o f my 
own f:-ee will, un influenc ed by duress , tbro11.te , or hnrsh treatment. 

I swear before God that the fMcts in this sta t emen t 
o.re true e.nd I sin pr epertid to repeat them befor e any court . 

Josef DIETRICH 
Cencraloberst and Oberstgruppenfuehrer 
Supreme Comn.ander 
of the 6 th SS Fenzer Arnzy­
SCWiABJSCH HALL. 26 rrarch 1 946 . 

Witnessed in the presence of1 
t.'.ORRlS ELCNiI'l'Z 
Ci v Investiga t or 
WCB \5FET 

S worn to and eubocr ibe:i before me t hie 28 th 
O.ay of f,B.rch 1946 et SClfflABISCH H.ALL, Gerrre.ny . 

WII.Lill. R PERL 
l ot Lt, i .. r. 0. 555149 
Investigator -Exami ne r 
WCB , 

--::J~-
,J .. ...t ,.... 

http:H.ALL,Gerrre.ny
http:tbro11.te


......... ........J.P.?.e. .. ... .J),e.fr.z~J,.............. ......................... ... . , h,!ng ffrs l duly 
.sworn, make I aa1emet1t under oath : ~~1 
In~-- ~ !,,l ...--...---··--' nadJdem idr tr!lf rerhl -
miJ.fJlg e nge ll'Oren wu rde, mud! e die fo lgen dc Aussagc unl er Eid 

Th e obovf' tw., ,-1,otngrar h"' nre photogrnphs of th e same J/.,,,,..c;i,,,~,Juc....._ 
JMr.J..l?lL._.1?.t.i.f..~ ..L .....menli11t1ed by m t /11 my o///da l'II, doted ___ jJ9..__~'Jft···L£.r.l!..... 

,.. ~- ffl w,,, -,<n-~ ' 'J!l' _Photogr aph /en slnd Phologrophlen desse/blgen.J!~ 

;h,;,,;;=~~..,ij.°iN;_:r::__'::__fo me/ner c/dm /all /idren A~;;-;;;,-~n/,, · 

tr!i,~:f."(Z..omd 

~,f/,d_.,.~/1,tt,,~
Rank fDlen&tgro~n- --1 

__, __ /4ULU 



Th e nb_ol' e two photographs arc photographs of th e sum~f~~ 
_.....t.='c.1.i:...s.......... . , ..._..... mentlo11cd by me In my a/fltla 11 lf, doled....rJ..R._l.'::t&.H.,..r.'.lY.t€. ..• 

Dte~ ohfg en zwd Photograph/en slnd Phol ographlcn desselblgen... ~1"(f/,/1pJ/A;«1/ 
_!f:dJ:!...-rrr-71J...:... ~'7(f.7TJ' 110n mfr In mdner ciduslatllitht n Auuagc renannt, 
dolirrt ~'ffe'iP; t:../-/1''1 . 

-- (I 

f i r.f l Nam, (Vornamd La.ft Name (ZanameJ 

/.&l'.. . 
,f '1fUft,H ;:/;1t-0v 

Or1anliallo ,,?Jdurln1 El/ti O//tnal11e 
El11hlit wdhrend du El/tl-Elniatzu 



D&SCRIPl'ION OF .mosECurION'S miIBIT NO, 5. 

Prosecution• a Exhibit No . 5, ia a b.ood made ot cotton cloth, black 

on the outaide and gray andyellow on the inaide. One and ono-halt inches 

tram the top it is nine inches wide, The bottom is twenty-one inci.s 

wide and thirteen and one-ha.lt inohea long. It is sewed at the top and 

down at the sides with the opening at the bottom. r 

http:one-ha.lt
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• 
TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

u 1i,;1u:1I lo W11r Crim e& 1J r1111d1 , Uu it e tl S1111 c , A rm r, 

Al'O 6:13, Hi an in ter prele r, h aving l,ccn llul)· •wo rn , ,lc 1mt 1· 111111 Uu lc 111 11 1 t lw utt11du,d Engli •l1 l rnn i l11 1iu11 i, 

11 lruo • 1111 ac<: ura1 e re nderi ng of lhe German nr iginul of tl1t· ~,11 1c 1nr n1 of 

Sopp DIE.'l'RICH 

22 March 1946iukm , on 

' WILLIAM R. PERL, lat Lt,, M, I,he(ore 

ront it l ing of 3 11age1, into E nglish. 

I, 1he ,le ponen t , fo,1li cr Slate 1lia1 I , peak Germ an aml E nglis l, A,11:11tl )' 11 11 ,I am full )· qu a lili e,I iu 11 11 e -1u- rt 

G1•rmau-E11gli r l1 in lt rpret er l,r reaaon o f 11,e fo ll owing c111 alilic. t io11 t: 

l. Uy na,.;ive 'tongue is "'erman. 

2 . I have apoken English for seven years. 

3. I e"Cudied E.nglieb fOJ.• i'our year& a't aobool in vIENNA. , 
Au.atria. 

4. I liv.cl in .England fran. 1939 ..1940. 

5. I lived in the Uniud Btatea frao 1940 u.n'til I left the 
Unhed Stnes with the ••·iosn Arrrr:f in May 1944. 

6e Sinoe the 4th 01 February l94b , I serTed· as interpreter 
w1th the War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden , ~rmany. 

J 
S..·orn anti i uh1cri l,etl tol,efore me thi1 :, da y ur 

11 1 Srl1wil1i,id1 Hall , Grrmany. 

//,, 



E.x..f-f; ff 
<:/}) -/,?,. ....-.... 

It Oberatgi"\U>pen.tuehrer and O.neraloberat. Sepp 
DmRICH, baTing been tint duly eworn, :mke the 
following etaument 1 

D\lring tho EIJ'KL Ottenai Te in Deo ember 1944 and 
.January 1945 , I was Supreme Ccmmuder ot the 6th Panzer 

'=· 
On 12 December 1944 a con1'erenoe with the Fuehrer 

took place in &D NA.moaM. ill oftioera up tran Divi­
s i onal CODIII\Dder belongl.n,g to t hoae unit a which were to 
be oanmitted in t be im,pending AHDFliNES Otrena iTe parti ­
cipated in this confe:renoa . The Fuehrer gave a tbree­
hou.r addreaa at this conterence . In thia , he said among 
ot her things. that the impending battl e must be won by 
all means . The dec isive hour of the Otlnne.n p eopl e bad 
arrived and it was to be or not to be . We would baTe to 
fight hard and r eckleaoly. The J'u.ebrer eaid turthenwre 
t hat we would have to act with bru.tali ty and show no 
humane inhibitions. The Fuehrer als o sai d that a wave ot 
fright and 'error should pr ecede ue and t hat t he enemy's 
1·eaietance is t o be broken by terror. 

In tho order which I ieaued tor the 6t h Panzer .&.nlO' 
t or the ED'EL ottenalTe , due to the talk ot the .Fuehrer• 
I ardered that our troop11 ban to be preceded by a •Te 
~ terror and !'right and that no huaan• iAhibitioaa should 
be shown. 

I oaa DO longer remuiber the aaot wcrding but tb.ie 
wu the ••nae ot th e order. 

I ordered further that eney rMi•tanoe is to be 
broken by terror. 

Bowr,er, I oertaiDly did not order that tbe priaonere 
ot war •boul.d bs •hot. I 4idn•t mea:Uon prhonera ot •r 
at all. Wboever olailn aeything ot tba •art 1a epe,&kiaa 
t h e UDt;ruthl 

I be.Te made \hi• ak\aent Toluateril7 aM ot -.r, own 
tne will, 00t baTing been izl.tlu.coed. b7 thrMta, toroe or 
dur..s, or prai:daea ot •01' ltlad. 

I •Nr to Goel thu: the tact• which I baT• aet forth 
1D. \hie ,er,ta-i...D'\ are \ru.• aar:1 I am prepared to repeat ._. 
betor• any court ot ju.atioe. 

(aipm) Sopp Dilll'RlOB 
G.D•alobvet Oberatcrv,ppt,llt'uebr.r 
22 llaroh 194£ 6th Pan...- J.r-,, 

Sworn to and •ubacribed before me tbia 
twenty-aooond day ot March 1946 at 
SCHUbISCH lL\U., 0.cl1.IIAHY 

WILLliM R. l'liRI. 
lot Lt . II.I, 0-illl.49 
Il!T..ti&ator _ _. 
War Criaea Bran.ob. o.arm-

L 

http:0-illl.49
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

o~igned lo War Cri1111·1 Ura111i1. U11i1~d S la le. Arnn. 

Al'O 633, 118 an i11t f'q1r.-ter, hu.,in111 1,.-en ,luly 8Worn, ,1,·r•ou• 1111cl ~hit' 1h 11 1h,· a llad, rc l E1111li•il lran• lation i• 

11 tnu- 111111 arf'ura le u ~ndering or the Gcr1111111 ori11i 11al or thr ~h l e 111r111 of 

,Joachim Pri:IPER 

1ak r 11 011 28 March 1946 
al S,~1wiil,i~1~1 1h11, Gr r1111rn y. 

lwforc WILLIAM R. PF;RL, lat Lt., M.r. 

I, ll rn t!Cl'Olle lll , fu rther ela te t l,al I 511Cak Gcr 1111u1 1111, l E ng li~I, /lu 1• 11tl )· 11nil 11111 fully ,11111lilie ,l :18 1111 f'l.: j>O'rl 

Gcrm1 11-E ngliRl1 i11trq1r r t,·r l,y re1uon of the follo"·in11 •1 11 1lifiratiou&: 
' 

1. Cerao U 

2 . l •l*I' the rua, INJlty ,..,. or llt• io ee....uy and •e.rt co 
el...\U)' aad alk) odary •c.llool ctaere. 

). J caw , 

4• J h..! ,~ ,-e.,-. ot IO£l iall W0'6aGar:, •cb.>cl tn Cerra.y. ota.r 
)mc,-,1-4._,. ol t..,lUb .._. Nltn ovtftd ri away~,. •111lt . 

5, l'"M Men MJT1*1 to7 tM 5UI a u 7Ml'9 '° • hi.ab eiw,u:JN,t. •114 
•peat r. u,1-, c.~n,1A..,U7 •'- bo•• •If• dua not. •,.•at' Lt !.JJ" a 

6. J. ba·•• beN. i n ibe Utti"-4 s._i.. tor ttJII t,a\ ;, ..1J2 7ean, 
baYlU& Men 4..1.l!!ehcrpd .to t-!~Pber .lt)l..5 •nd hav• UMin eaplQ).S b) \Ira ,a.r-
.LeJ!U"-"' 118 • l'NA-.1,.lig.U.ah bUl",rnsu, •lflOft ,auu,N"J' 1946• 

Sworu 11111 1u l,1crilic tl lo hcfo re .,,., tl,ia 

at Sd1wii l,i , ,i1 111111. Gnm111y. 

)--/ 

http:l'NA-.1,.lig.U.ah


I , SS Standartenfuehrer Joachim IRl lER, after be ing duly 
e'M)r11 atate1 

During the EIF.t:r, offecaive ! n Decerrtler 1944 anci Jan 1945 , 
I waa comroander of the l at SS h.nzer Regiment L.33 , .aL H, as well as 
l eader of tbe Arnored group which was und e r fllY con.manci . 

At t hat time my Arnm -ed Group belolle!;ed to the Leibatandarte 
Adol f Hitler. The off icial name of the L .SS , A,H, was the h t SS Rmzer 
Division L.SS .A, H. The coamander of tho 1s t ~ Penzor Division L.SS .A. H, 
wee et toot time SS Oberfuehrer \'J illibald A-OHN.fili? ~ 

The lat SS Pam,er Division L,SS ,A.H. belonged at that time 
to the lat SS Fanzcr lCorps, which et t tlet time was under the command 
of SS Gruppenfuehrer General Lieu t enant FHIFSS , 

The l at SS Fanzer Kor pa balonged at t ha t time to the 6th 
Panzer Army which w~ under the conr...and of SS Obere tgruppenfuebrer 
and Genera l o~er1:i t. Sopp(Joeef} DIETRICH . 

The 6 t h Ara;t was senerelly called by us 6 t h SS Panze r 
J.rrrr:i , however I believe the t the nair:e 6th SS Panzer l.rJrG' was only 
later adop ted officially , 

I have made t his statement vo luntarily and of my own 
wi ll, uninfluenced by duress , threa ts , or harsh tree.truant , and unin­
fluenced by promises of any kind . 

I swee.r before God t.hot the facts sta t ed in t his s tete roont 
are true end I a m prdpored to r epeat the m, under o ath , stony time 
before a ny court. 

(tdgncd) Joachim I£Ill."FI 
SS Standertenfuehrer 
2B . n 1.1946 . 

eworn to and eubscri bed befor e me this 
twenty eigh t Oay of rB.rch 1946 at 
SCHWABlSCH HALL, Gerll'Afly . 

~lil.1.J..AM H !-ERL 
IBt Lt . M.I, 0-555149 
Inves tigator~ Examiner 
V:ar Crimes Branch . 
!BFRT 



I, ·············· Jo1Jc~1m. .71.,R~r. . . . ----- ' bc;,,g Jl,3 / duly 
sworn, mukl' l~e /olloW!{rg. s f(l /l'm cnt 11nrll'r oath: 
/ch.. ___."J.o o,,~h. \YllL .. \ .~ , .~ Q... .'(' ___.. __.._____ ···-·· nad1de111 !di erst recht· 
m(ifllg ei11gesd1wore11 wurd£', m11dH' die fo lgc nde Aussage 111tl er Eid 

TIi e bql'1' two r 1t11fo!,!mf l"' are plwtogrophs of th e s1w1e_f,:.,,p1tvj:ll'fAt:.a . .S.u.u1:t{:.id.~ l,u,,., 
...........'P.r.,.e.ss...................... menfi -•ned by m e my d11/etJ .... ~I..MAu'ii.. t~Y.G......•In aff i1tavlf, 

Die ohl,: e11 zwel Pho tograph/en slnd Photogruphie11 tl f'S-"'C lbigfnJ.u:.¥,V·\?·t .'11. f~.h:r..'1~:i,.'t), ,._'(e>, l- f.i. 
d;,~-j~:;;--..-~~-~\'{ia·sl1')4~von 111/r in me/11er eldrut1, fllichM Au.uage genannt, 

1:N~~~~amu 
..S~ -_s+ "IYIJ. <, , t e ~ h 

Rank (Dlrn•t1rad) 

,\ . ',', - 12. "?, ~ , ,\:. .7)./\.\\, 
Or1anl:allon darln6 1/d 01/rnalve 

ElnhtU wllhrtnd du El/~I-Etn,atu, 

http:P.r.,.e.ss


~·~ ~~;;;-;~~~f~8/oi~~ )/j?!.i2.~r;~tr-o-at-h-,---- , 6dn1 Jlr,I d•l1 

lth___.J ..9..0., ub I w. \ S...t~-~----- nuthdtm ldl ,,., r1dtt-
mll,Pl1 elngesd111.•oren wurde, mudre die Jo/gen de A 11ua1e unier Eld 

The above l~o p_holograph are photo1raph• of the a.me f<lfl€&9Uef',,r,L_
:,•,Jlfj.e..cjJ.~tE.i.t.,.~ __ mentJoned by me In my af/lda11ft, daled..~8..t.!..~1.P..X'•.-···-· 

Die ob /gen ~If.ti Photograph /en slnd Photo1raphlen de11dbilH-~.\n.f..1C..~l_ili'!'_~1, 
;,_~-f..,_.~lo~_\.U ~ t'l"' i.1::.h ..--. van mlr In mdner eldeutatllldttff AH.age 1111sn11t, 
datltrt~ 'M lb y l \<:) 4 ~ ___. 

' ',S-Sts,,o,L, , ,. »£Rio ""-" 
R•d (Dl1tt1t1r•I) 

"· 'z'z-1'• ><~ 1,.t· £. .1, ,-A.I\, 
Or1onlHII011 darln1 El/II 01/ud,, 

B/,i1t1lt 11t1hrcnd ,,. El/el-Eln,.lzt• 

http:de11dbilH-~.\n.f..1C
















TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

-g. llillce 
u1i1111f'il lo Wu Crimu Uri11ut1, Uni ted Slalea Army, 

APO 633, u an i11 ter11rc lc r, h11 ving been t.l uly 1worn, 1lepu111• and alall' tl,at l hf' 111111du·,I English t ranelati,m it 

a t rue am! accura lc rendering o f 1hc. Gcr 1111 11 original or the 1111 1em e11 1 of 

1'r1t~ .l.udwia Xarl XR.UMEa 

a kcn 0 11 10 4_prU 1946 al Sch wii hi1d1 Hall , Gern1 an y, 

hr. fore William .R. Perl, let Lt., Iii.Ia 

co111hti11g o f 11ngc1, into English. 

I, the d e i, 011e 11 t , furt her Uni t tl111I I 111eak German nml Engli~ h flu e ntl y arul 11111 fo ll y 11u alifi ed u 11 11 e,c pe rl 

Ge r111 a11-E11gljd , inte r11rc ler l,y reaaon of tlu: followin g 1111nlifi c11 1ion1: 

1 . Gow.AD lo ., aatiY• tcmau-c. 

a . I •.P•D.t tb• t t nt lNDIJ 7Mr• ot 111Y U te 1D Offllltay and. •el \o 
e l aHD\er-7 d noon4ar)' •• ,ool tiler•. 

1 OCJ.· 111 t.o tho U.nUed ....tat• In 1928 . 

4. I l:l;N two J"Nf'8 of ...naLiatl in aecoato. Hhool to. CleraQT. - other 
ano.1 oJ' ...n4Uab baa 'D-.n deri'fad J'ra • 1"4.7 by -,-..u. 

j . 1 baYo Nao tar1"1.S £or 'M PM' &.ix y(.:al"9 lo • Br1Uob at.bJeOI an4 
• Nk -q..i•h oonl11Uall7 ai ll<aa . )Q' •it• 4ou not aJJNk Q r•n• 

6 . 1 ba•• bcea. 1n \he 0&. U ed ,,Aat.oa ~ for t. • p..t 2- l/.l year• , 
TiD.J b ~en diaob&riltlll 1a Jlcwi.:iabtr.r 1945 ana h.aYe beca loyill4 by Lb• l&r 

U. ..-1aca.1 • a Oormna.L4it1.f.en int•r1-r•lw e i rA• ·l anQ(ll'y 1946 . 

Sworu 1uJ t ul,u: ribed to before me 1hi1 

111 Sdiwiiliiad, 11, 11, Germany. 

http:Oormna.L4it1.f.en


• 
I . Frits lu.dwis Jaarl KRAKl£R, being tint duly •worn, etah 

as tollow•1 

Since the 16th Narembclr 1944 I was Chief ot Statt ot tbe 6th 
n Arll!1 which was generally called 6th SS rz Ar1113 . 'l'bie tunciic.n J. 

exerciaed therefore, during ti• i're~atJ.on ot tne .iu11JEtlttES oft,:,n&J.Ye. 
an.4 d urin& the JJmENNES ottenain , which started on the 16th December 
1944 and l uted until a pproxinately the 20 th J'a1:1uary 1945 . I held tbia 
tu.notion aa Chief ot Sta.ft ot the 6th Pz .!rmy until the capitu.l.a-Uon 
i n ~ 1945. In Nonmber aJJd Dacember 1944, and January 1945 r:, rank 
wu SS Brigade t uebrer and Generalaajcr ot the Watten ss . SS Brigade­
tu.ebrer u well u Generalma. Jor are the l owes t General ranke. In 
,AJ:ril 1945 I wu Pl'Otl'Oted by one rank and became S.S GrUJ>pent'uehrer 
and Gener al - lieutenant ot the Watten ss . Throughout ihia entire period 
t he SS Oberetgruppentuebrer aDi Generalobera t ot the Vlatten SS , Ober .. 
beteblababer (Comnander ill Cbiet1Tran11 note ) ot the 6th ~ Army,Sepp 
DIETRICH, was -.y inaed.iate auperior. 

In my eap.oity as Chief ot Statr of t he 6tb Pz. J.r111Y, it waa 
at110,a. otber tbin&e , ,q t aa k to draft orders ot tbe 6th Pz. Arm;y , whicb 
-..n t to i ta aubord.inate un1ta 1 and han tbe• prepared and aubaequentl7 
pr..ented tor signature t o tbe OberMtebll haber Ol>era~pent uebrer 
DIXT!UCH . 

ill ordera which or:l.ginated from the 6th SS h J.r"Jll¥ had to go 
through EZI)' handa • 

Pr i or to the EIJ'EL ottenain 1944 . a l arge £n:ty order wnt to 
t he c crpe UDder • • among t he• W o to the lat SS &. Cori- • whicb wu 
Wldv the eomlllalod ot SS Oruppentuebrer and General-lieu. hnant of the 
Watten S.S ~ • ..Ua o a nuber ot aialler ordera w n t to the CcrJe, 
naturt.117, ala o to °'he la t SS & Carpa. 

The larp order ot att-.ok whi ch coutained all tactical and tecb• 
nioal detail.a ind ill my eeti•tion co.lQ>rieed about 30 t yped pa,aee went 
t o t ti. Corpe between the 6th and. 10th ot December 1944 • A,part troa 
other en:aller crdet·e alao a n order at tbe day -..nt to the Corpa 1...4. 
iatel7 prior to the ottenah'e -- I believ e 1t wa;1 on t be 14.L?.19"·­
which ne t o be read and ae.de kn Clll'Jl to the troopt only i mmedia tely 
pri or to the o!t enahe , 

The aoat 1,q,ortant orden were eigned pereonally by Oberet­
Cl'UPP•ntuebrer Sapp DIETRICH. Im. any cHe, the large att ac k order and 
t he order ot tbe day IDlntioaed. preTioualy to be made known to the troope 
only 1mad1ately prior t o the ottenain, -..re aigned by hie, 

Thi• order ot the 4ey which wu to be made known t o the troope 
priar to tbe otteuiTe went trcm u.a to the Coria, from the Corpt to 
the Dhiaic:ma and from tbere further en down, 'lb.la wu e1 ther dcme 
byuli, that ie tbe 6th &. Ar-, - reJroducins tbe order and dlliTerillc 
t h• cop1N to tbe Cor_pe or alee that tb.e Corpe nprodu.ce4 t b.9 cr iginal 
order. 

lJI, o..e we ounelne 414 not ••nd. copiH to t he Corpa, ti:. Car1,a 
too ld.&b,t aiaply ban Nad the order t o the ooaa.ndera under it• 
wb•r•"1 the oaaaand.era CCAlld be:•• taken a.oiH in order to be able lio 
paae 1t on to the troo.PI,, 

Ho.enr, U ia alao P0Hibl• that the army iteelt pre pared tbe 
oopiee and ae1i t them to the Cor'8 • 

- l -
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In all tactical orders , also in the large attack order, aa well 
u in the order of the day, it wu alao stated among other things that 
t be nA5 had to be reached as quickly u poeaible , I stated a t firs t in 
my oral in terrogation that it aho r ead i n thi s order that one should 
not be concerned about priaonere of war. In an oral i n tet'r ogation af ter­
ward• , I then stated that i t read in this order that t he leading elements 
should not br ing i n any priaonera ot war , Howe't'er, I s tate hereto in 
writing that it wu t he mean ing ot t bi1 paragr a ph of this order t hat 
th, l eadiDg wiits m..s t not del ay tbeaelvea with t he H'a cuation ot 
pr isoners ot war becauee tbia was the taak left to the uni ta following 
up. 

The combat group under the coam.nd ot Obera tt ,:, . HUH:R, wu 
s uch a t ol"lfU'd uni t. 7r:r the co-.1.tmant ot t hil comba t unit FBI PER , 
the ~tIJ¥ is uot r espons ible , 

Thie happened by arder ot t he ls t SS h Cor pe, or the let SS 
& DiT. I.SS.AH. J'urtber m:,re, it n.s said that the enemy who wu ... t 
ot the ~ aw t be des troyed . In an order I no longer recall which 
one,it •aa, i t aleo read that the expected te1Tor ot the obili&D. 
population,... 1:o ~ broken by torce. I no longer know wbatber it alllid 
here that tlw terror of the chilian population was t o be broken by 
terror. A.llybow, Yiole nt auures wer e rec01ml18nded f ar t his. I know f or 
certain tha t in tho or der of the da;y, it stated a11CJ18 o ther things 
t hat e•e r y man JNat c omm.i t hinelf ruthless ly with bis whol e 8'lt, It 
ia poaaible that i t Had in the crdor ot the day made k nown to the troops 
that 11: ehou.ld be f ought 1D the old SS s pir i t . 

I kllow that OberetgrUJ1penruehrer Sapp DIETRICH upon hie retu.rn 
trom the oonterence with the Fuehrer, lett our Heallquartera tor • short 
ti• to look up Genen.l PRIESS ot t he let SS Pl. Corpe, to ghe 11111 tr­
uc tione. 

It ia unkDown to .. what eort ot illetru.ction U waa Oberet­
grupi;antUiebrer Dm'RICH gan Gen eral lRlESS orall7. 

I •de this etatement 't'Oluntarily and ot '1lf¥ own will,unintluanced 
b7 dureaa, threats or hal'llb trea"tlmnt and uninfluenced. b7 prom.He ot 
any kind, 

I awear betc::re God that the etatieaeinta which I •de in tbia 
depoaiticm. are true Gd am irepared to repeat •OJN under oath before aJIJ' 
oou.rt. 

J'rih Lu.ctwi1 Karl RRAKMKR 
SS .CrQpentuebrer and. Oeneral-L!leu tenant 
ot the Wattea SS, 

10 -11 1')46, 
11'itlleHt 
lllllSR B CRAWfflll 
Lt Col..lir Corpe. 

Sworn to and eubecr ib.c!. t o before ae tbia 
lOtb day of AJ)ril 1946, at Sot:twabhch Hall, 
Oeraa»Y. 

WlJ..LUM Fl PK.RL, 
lat Lt, II.I , ~555149 
Ja.vea tt&e tor-Exu:4.ner 

1CB, tBlET• 
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FR,n. 1..uow16-

/, A _ ... . . .. ..•........ , b l' ing fir&! dulykllRt . j(li!:1 l Mf_,f. ... _ 

oa t,'I :F"fl 1n.f~~J{JJ_'.{~.~~![J~[f~, s;.1 ·e111t•nt 11n der ' nn1hdem ich t!r$I rtcht -

mtljJig f'i11g esdu1 ou n 111u r d , 11rndle die /n lgen de Aussogc unlcr Eid 

Tt,c ho 1•p tw , rhnlnRrar ln arc ph otoz, ,.p /1 s of the :;amt ~-- ~ •~P____ _ 
'Jll.f:..7..l/..1.~.H ... .. ~ ............ mentlnned by me i n my o/fldnvfl, d fl l t!d ......!!... A~.!l!.!r....t.1.f.#!......• 

Die ub igrn .:11·rl Phot ograph ·en sllld Photograph/en deuelblgtn.SJp.p,...lJ.f..~~ {,-f{:~!.~1 

-;,~//;;;==IfL:¥ .:I. ·;,r<ll•• mi,ii."' ""''" ~m•.r• 1•• ••,. ~ 
I/ • V t,~,t Nam• (Vor m ) 

,2'la6 6, !J,; .kl; t<' --llr1-•m. 
Organization during El/t i OJ/1:nslve 
Elnhefl wllhrt11 d de, El/d·Elnsatzcs 



• • 

PR1T 2. LlJDVJ/ 0-

/, ~.if.ARL KRAi:.~1/i]:f..----,--:-:----­ , being /frat dal~;;orn'#,'lle 'jt:,f"f'mt,::(f;eent under oath : 
nadldem /dr uat redll ­

mt'Jftlg ein]il8/1l,bten wu rd e, mudle die f olgende Au.uage unter Eld 

The r bov,' tw ,, r h n' n:;rar h~ ure photogrnphs of the same(µtc,eM/ff«bllt~ AHi f,NrtUI. 
L.tt.~f-ML.?.At.l..J.S ......• menlloned by me In my a//ldavll, dufed.....L ~ ...A,Mlf1:it.....l.i.fk....__, 

elet oblren -Pt'~i Phot ograph fen slnd Photograph/en deuefblge:tJ.~f_ 1-tt.~!t.~{ • 'f/ ff,;('i.r/J.
...£....!.~ ..t.L....!:.~.!.fi..................... r ,on mfr ·M" ,,gt~f•.llllthe• ·,t:;,-;"';,;.. 
d•, t1,,r _J~:.ipJ_f_f_._:!__'!L.___;.-h. ~ ,~J ' 7/imff 

ft,·-h.,__~,'q,/;iV !fi ~1J(e~ 
Flrat N~~ (Vorname) Lo, t No•e (Zana•d 

_c.,-,.(} {t,uf.,.t,1', , lrifl.,. ff 
Rank (DIHll1rad) 

'f,6 r; lJQ hl:-{ •f-- -fl.,..,,,,,,('! 
Organization dartn1 E{ftl 0/fendn 

Elnhell wllhrend de, El/tl-Etn,alze, 



P --:_y 
(V ~~,cf-;;.~~ 

d ;M:,c__ , 

~n--~i74 r ,.~ ,~ .,.,, ~ 
~/,,,fo# ,/4,u,;/-fa~ ,,,,. ,_,.,~Jr-~ = 

~DH/~-o/~ -/7~ /fl;U: 

ow/-7/'~h"'r'r'"' ~.¢!---4L­
~~He,/~ ~ ~ a, JjrJ ea_.,H1/,tfh.~ 
/~·t:uu,... ~~"/.J'f~4, ,/JU,'~ h '., 
,,,/IJ~~//1- ~/~ ~.11,.6A,~-~ 

I ~ UU/ ;r /H~u- /h'~,,n1i·h~_., ~ 
~~- ~~~-~~~~«.u/­
~ g~r-~,,,$!--,.4v?"' 
4'H ~~eufl. Jr 

~ Ba~,4A'I; A'1/fv~l'?E1Prr#v,a,,u 
~rr ~u, ~ ;..tJi,,t;,H#~ ~ 
r"' ,#Qµ~/a#~"'.,_,~Up~ 

#f'k7n,rhn,~i'. AZJl,r/A~~:,.u.e,~ 
J:.'/¥ fl..r;rN,Vdn'/-~,,/"' ~~/#117~

~"-~~ -H-/ -· i -U-Hu;..~UM~"'r, ~jtu"~far 
R°~4H' 

http:g~r-~,,,$!--,.4v


,,-: 
ffi-,il{ ~~I"'""'~~~"" 

~-kM /WU A.-~/'l'J~/-'"'*"/.,_rr /4,°.w,:,,f~ ~r-uu;,.~ .-,H 
fb,~~ /4,imh* # 7 4-'h# ~ .:, 

~~ ,#/,/,;/'/u,, ,,,-~re--- u,tfa!P# 
,,JH~au,_/J~~/J'#"', A-U,ro/4 

~,~.,,,, ~ ,;,,,<'«:;../~~ ~ r~-
&~r4'V".,h,~- ,, 4 4.

'>~ ~/ 
~ f'w"'-~~ -~ ~ ~ k, -,d' ... 

~ Mk-i>~~#"~~ ~ r ,;' 
,,vu,/~~.#'~~~.,.6~4e 

,,-4 •
~ ?*" ANrn~/P-11~ ,&,~ ~ ... 

~~4',,H~:/,,,,,,m~:.~;raev/J 0 " 
4'fflh#//#-' ~ ,,;kp.,,#H";4N~.,,.,-
,4,U,,°J' _HN/ ~,<,a,_;,_b~~-

/I.Al 4:.- .Jw;u, .h, /F-dh'/~~~ 
~fJ/", ,,,x,;_,~ ,M,;_,~..., ~44':.u,,a,y,~d, 

~~~.;m,,.,,....'1.,, ' 
lrN,~ ,,.~~~a"v./ ~.,.~ ."~ 

)1'&',qg.f?~~.,.~-;-~~,~ 

AW~ 



If/• 

/,_,.~ ~/e,~,;~ ~/67'-H~ 
~ ~~~.-,;/'~/~ 

_,h,i kl'A, ~~#,,_. 
%/,,,/u-6 ,,,p; /I'b-:,3/,~.;.,~ 

~~,.,)'-eu ¥~~A~ 
~~':-,,,rw, ~/' ~hr.'.H,;tur 
,,,.,,,,.;,:,H#... ~~ - h u:U~:µ /HU 

,/"?»l4u,/ev~.uu-~Ve; fr 

%(_,PAh"~~~.~Ai b /_,;_h 
• 7 . 

AU ,;,,;fe~'?'~A,,,,-,av/ Au 

~ ;('~r Al'I'r-...,,far~ 
~:/""'~~./pee, .. 

~/~~p(­

~8/~/n-.v- ~7;,,,;/'"'~/6'­
~~ /Jp,:t;/f.,#-



p 9°'- TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

~alter A.Bari uJiguetl lu War Crimel Br• ncf,, Unile,I Stal el Arm )' , 

APO 633, u an int erp re ter, l, n ing !.een ,Inl y awur n, ,l .. 11uu• 1ml 1t11lr lhat 11,.- • 11 11d,e ,I Englid , t ranf \11io n h 

11 t rur 1 1111 1rcur1te re mleriug ur 1he Ge rm1n o rig in a l o f 1hr 1111 tem c 11 1 o f 

11lumn11 11 l+..Pril 1946. 11I Sd1wii\, i11 rl1 11 1111, G,· r 11 111n y. 

hcfore 1'11J.IAM 8 PERL. let Lt . M..l. 

i·on8ihi ng of 3 1,a gea, into E11 glid1. 

J, the dc 1oo ne 111, fur l he r fl a le 11,at I 81'Cllk Gcrm au 111i,I Engli~I, /111 e11tl )' 1111,l um full y 11u11 1ilic d as 11 11 r ,.p,·r l 

Gcrm 111-Engli1)1 in t e rl're tiir l,y reHon of lh e fo llowing 11u a lirie~ lio111: 

1. J4, na'Un tonguo i e a.rman 1 

2 . I e tu.di ud Kngli a h fQt" ••nn yeara i n achoo! in Berlin,Gernany . 

:h I lhed in England t'raa 1935 to 1937 and in ihe Uniiftd Statu 
trom 1937 to 1944, 

4. J"l'om ~ab 1944 to N)qmber 1945. I a er .,.d u an 1nt.l'.Pl'eter 
wi th th• ottic• ~ H.11 tary GoTenumnt . 

5 • Since 3 OH ell:lbar 1945 I haTe been u aign• d to t he War Crimea 
Branch ,U.S. l".E . T, u • c i Tiliu O.ra:an--Engl i eh interpreter , 

1F>-

f;1fr 
&_ l>\o-t . 

Swo ru , m l .i111 l11crilunl to hdure me t hi~ ; d ...,/2 1l11 r of 

Ml Sdiwiil,i",f' Hi ll , Germ any. 

¥-C l"/ P 



I, ObeiratguJ>pentuehrer and Generaloberst Sepp DIETRICH, bei.n& 
duly ••Ol"ll atate the followings 

Tb• preeent Gru,ppentuehrer and General -1.:1.eutnant of the Waften SS 
J'ritz Ludwig Karl RRAEt.mt. wu f'rom Nontlber 1944 until 10 ~ 1~5 
Chief ot S taff of the 6th Fanzer b-1117. Before and during the ~ 
otfenehe hie rank Wa.t1 Brigad,efue brer aDd General.u:ejor of the Watten 
S'!, 

ill ordere which were i uued by the 6th Panzer Arrrct either 
originated f rom him or were preJ)ared on bis orders. All ordera which 
• re eubm.1 tted to ma tor aigna ture went through the banda or iey- Chief 
ot Staff .Brigadefuehrer I<RlEliER. 

When before tbe beginning ot the .illJXNN!S oftenahe I can be.ck 
from the conference with t he Fuehrer I briefly intorimd. Brigadefuehrer 
~ of the epeech and intentiona or t he P'u..ehrer , 

I belieYe thet the order which waa t o bo read to the troope !med­
iately before tbe beginning of the oftenehe •• drawn up and signed by 
u ium,diately alter 1113 abon deacribed abort muting with Brigade­
tuebre.r JIJWU£R, therefore probably on the 13 th December 1944, 

On the early aornine ot the l.5th or 16th Decewber 1944 I do not 
reoall tb5 exact date any all"e, it -.. a sllort tim before the besion.. 
ing of the oftenein, I Yieited the Com-.nding General of tbe lat SS 
Panzer Jli>rpa . General i..utnant PRIESS at hi.a oolllll&nd i:oet, Than I 
diocu,aeed w1 t h him the :metbod ot the comni tment • 

I baYe .-cl• thie atateant Toluntar1ly and ot Ilfl 01fD will WI.in­
f l uenced by foroe , threat. ar du.r..a, and mintluenced by pramlaee ot 
a:ay kind. 

I awear befOl:'e God that the atatemante in thia depoaitim are 
true and I am prepared to repeat a.- ti.tore any court W)der oath. 

(ais,:ied ) Se pp DlE'mICH 
Generalobera t -Oberetaru,ppenfueb.Nr 

ll -11 1946, 

Wi tDHHd in ih• Fe••nc• ot I 
loDRRlS llLOIIITZ 
CiTiliaa. ltlaainer 
llCS t5JET 

Swoft to and aubeor1Nd to before • tbia 
11th day of APril 1946, at S obwabiach Hall, 
Germony. 

Will.UM R PXRL 
at Lt, II.I , ~555149 

lnTH tigatc:r.. Ji:xaainer 
w·ar Cri•• Branch mnT. 

http:Oberetaru,ppenfueb.Nr
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,,__ _:S..£PE. .22i.i:'..Tlj./C,.. ,--,---,---- , being /lral d•/1 
IWOrn, make the /~l~frJJstatement under oath : 
lrll___J..f/!J!_ 1 .CH----,------- narlldem /di mt rtdll­
mtlftlg elngeschworen wurde, muche die / olgende Aussaze unter Eld 

The a4ove tw o photographs are photographs of the .ame frAJt-lAk £1JilA1AN..L__ 
__''?,]J.LE..S..£....................... menlloned by me In my a/fldavll, daled.......1L__~JlBi£....t.f_f.l,___ __• 

Die OI/Ji•en .'.'Hlf / Photographien slnd Photograph/err deuelblgen.££.1!..f.1.8..J.J..f. fiJB./I.H.L 
________e.&.ll1. _L__,_,.......7i.'nrr VOii mir In melner eldustattlldlen Aaua1e 1enannt, 
d ar /ert _ __tf_Af',ij_t L T ?J'}__· • 

__ :l!!_i,~,,<~;( 
Flrd Name t"~i,,i;-;) Last N•,,,e (Z.nomd 

Or1anltatlon durln1 El/ti 0//endv. 
Etnhelt J16hr1nd dta El/tl·Eln,atz,a 

~ 
L~..-~J 











TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, I .&l.rae!INla 11 u ig 111•, I lo \\1ar Crime• Hn od1, Un it ed S1ate1 Arm), 

A l'O 6:1;1, u 1111 intcq,rc lcr, ila.,ing l,ecn duly , worn, tl c1>011· a u,! ~hi.- 11111 1 th r 11 1ud1ctl Englisl, truu la 1io11 i1 

• lruc 111 ,I accunl e re udcring or 11,e Germ an urig inal or lhf' lla lr mf' nl of 

Hermau PRIESS 

lakcn on ~ April 1946 . 1 1 Sd1wiil,iad, 1h11 , Germu,y. 

hefort Robert E. Byrne, let .Lt. 1 ,TJ,O.D 

cu ru iatin g of J. 

I, the tl e1>n11en t , forther sl11t e !hat I @11e 11k Ge rma n and Eugli8h fl111mll )· 11111111111 full y 11 11 11 1ifi,:d 118 an ,:11 p,· r1 

Germ1111 -Englid, inle rpreter l,y rr u on of the folto wi n1 11n11lili ~u1iu11a: 

tor 2 h:era 1111 &' 
•• int ol-•UII, all 

:). l · ~• • o en· a b o \1Auc., ly •l.t.o• t.oe \. r lP y ,· I a • \o 
\ Un1 ..a '41:• • la S•pi · W L?t. l I Joi~ \be_UnUa4 ~tM "'F'llJ• 

tu, 1uu1 an or A.; .rU l;.lli • ·1 au..s.cs, • 1 
:HJ\eb.Je, &.rJ l •IU• l~AIMl.ed, b.t \be alLl\;&J"J 1nte.:U•..ne,. 

' ,.... . 
J • trc.u tlila 1:,i+4 ru,Ul -. \ 11.r L 4.) . 1 I l'W . .. 111'1:..:>ua~ u all l 

la\. r ior, in tllhl•b. ac.· oU.7 l ... ooaw aa.u,- I' ,iUir-.t k» 1.n&wtlate • 
,._. l otJ 4:"~un. aA..J, w1ce Yoo1r · • · • • 

~ . o>tnoe 1ul'lilllt"y l~• I b D l SftaJ .... ••i "-ri l on. 
tl . oJ . ) . D 01-.1.uan 0i..noan ... naU•h u,w- relv• 

...,,f · 
Sworn aud •ul,1c:ri l,eJ 10 1,,.for,. me 1hb .J .3 day uf 

http:1nte.:U�..ne
http:l~AIMl.ed
http:HJ\eb.Je


I. Bel'lll8nn FRllSS , Oenaralleutenant or the Weflen ss. 
he,vi0ti, been duly sworn 1.q>on oath make the following atate1mnt1 

In Deoembar 1944 I was the oo:m:unding gener a l of t he I SS 
Panzer Korps . Under ar:, oomnsnd were two SS Fanzer Divu i ouo , 
2 Volkagrenadur Diviaions, ard l Paranoop Divis ion. The two 
SS DiTudone were, lat SS Panzer Divisi on •Leibstandarte .A.doll" 
Hitler• under the comnand or ~ Obertueh.Nr J40mltE and 12th SS 
Panzer Division •Hitler Jugend• u.na er the cotmlt!Jld of S.S Standart­
enruebrer KKUS. )Cy Xorps wae attac hed t o the 6th Panzer Anll;ye 
The oa:mnanuing general wea SS Oberatgr~p entu.ehrer and General­
oberet or t he Weflen 83 DIEi'R::oJH. Joeet. On the 11th or l2th 
Deoembe.L· l lj44 I wae ora.ered to .aAD-NWHE III, end th8l"e a i,p eeoh 
of the tuehrer took plac e . I rEmember with certainty that at 
thia speec h SS OberatgrlU)p 8ll.l. uabrer Sapp Dil!I'RICH and 8S Ober-
1uEbrer MOHNK..i:. ware present . The Fuehrer a11oke l"or eoout two 
houra . Th• Fuehrer aai a t o us that in t he coming ot feDSi're the 
fate 01 Oermaqy would be decided. I am not no• s ol e to r Elll&mber 
any longer aJ.l the deta ils of t he speech or t he Fuehrer . bUt I do 
know t ho1: i t concerned i taelf exolusiYely a1.>0ut the caning of­
fensive i n the west whic h luer on was known as the •EI1EL ot­
tenaive•. Tbe part or th e speech of the Fuehrer in whic h be 
occ\ll)i ed himself with terror me t hods . 8fl tar as I r emembe.L· now 
wee 11'b. en he s a id to U8 . ·Terror is to b e met with terro.... Any 
r esista nce i s to be broken ruthleasly .• The Fuehrer did not 
explain 'llbat he meant by •terror.• I int er pr eted the ptu.·ase ot 
the J'U eat"Elt' , refer ring to t error as mean i cg t ha"t the e nemy a ir 
attac ks on t he Ger man civilian popul ation should fi nolly be 
avenged. I considered ..he speech of "the Fuehrer oa pr opaganda 
which :pr eceded t he ~ tensive a nd did not conc.lude tran 11; t hat 
the fi -h tiD/1 mat hO(ls on the wei,tern front s hould be changed. 
Sever a! dayi, before the start of t he 1 Ei n l.. Offensiv e• I re-
ceived i;he Fi eld Order and shortly betcr s the 8tert of the at -
t a ck the Order ot the Da.y from t he headquart ers of the 6th Panzer 
Army. I tranamit tea the part of -,;he field crder which concerned 
the divi s ioM to the respective diTision i, , enu the O.i:der ot the 
Day, t o a ll a ivi5 ion Oomme.nders under my command to be read to 
all iroopa. I r emamb ar tbst theae two ora.e,·s ssld ttia1. we bad t o 
push t h rough ruthless ly to tb.e J&AS1 tba "t nery man bad to gi n 
hi e oeat and 1.te.t terror bad to be met by tElt'ror . I do not r e-­
member at t h is time snyt bing in the two oraers ~ the 6th Panzer 
Ararr ateting t ha 1. a wave of fear and terror aboul.d precede our · 
troops. However, it 1e possible that t he orders contaimd such a 
:i.·emer.1c, bu1. s t this timl I do not remembe.L· it. I interpreted those 
rElll8J.·ks concerning ruthleasnees, use of terror , etc. a s propaganda 
in the same maD..DS.L' as I did th e s peecb ot the Fuehrer in B&.D 
NAtn-lEIM aad I did no t beliGTe that throlJ8b t he1. there would be an.y 
irreau,.larity in .1igbting metb0'18. I aluo aaeuaed that my uivied.on 
carmand.ero wderatood EllQ in,er pretea. t hooe r-rka u I did. 

On 1:be afternoon of l;,tb December 1944, I spoke at my C.P . in 
SCHlilOI'Hi!.IM to th e C0il.1118nu ing o1'1'icera ot t he a'.iTance elements and., 
I be.Uave , t o th e .1Jiv iaion canmandere. IM• to the tact that 
sne.ral caman.dera arriv-4 la"te end I ll'Ded.ie.tely t b.e.i.·eupon bad to 
go to snottier meet1D41, , ~ sp..ch waa "Y81'7 abort. I publi.abad the 

- l • 
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Order a. the Dey ot 86 Oberatgruppezatu.ebrer DIEl'RICB and 
remiDded e aob oaaaaDde:r briefiy oil hi.a m.ieaioll aud Oil b:19 
<lllt,,. 

I mste this atatement conaiaUng ot 4 papa Tolun:taril:y. 
without coerc1on. threats, or p romiaee ot reward. 

(•is»od) Hormann HUm9 
Oeneralltn. or the warren as 
16 .l.pril 1946 

Subaoribed and ewcrn to 
betore me this 16th day 
a.. Al1"1l 1.946 

(eisied) Robert E. B.&RNE 
lat; Lt. J'AGD 

Witnesaod in the presence ot 

(•is»od) Morris ELO• E!Z 
Civilian Examim r 
'ICB, tJSJ'E1' 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

'lL. • mlgo, ,• ,I ' " W., c.;,,,., """"'· Uo,l"ol '"°"' Am", 
;\PO 633, 111 au inle r1,re l<: r. lia ~ing l1 ec11 ilnly 8"uru1 tlr1108.- 11111 ~!al e 1111 1 ii," lltacl,r, I [11glid, tra11 i!la1io 11 i1 

• lrue "111 acc urat e re ndc rin p; or the German origh,a l ur 11,e , 111em ,•11t of 

JoJ:.-c+i IM PEl Pe,Z 
1akc110 11 21 lb.rch 1946 

at Sd,wii l1i~d, ll all , G,· rm 111 y. 

hdurc WlLLlAM R • .PERL, l s,t Lt ., M.I . 

cu nsis tinguf 9 page, , i!l lo Englisl1. 

I, tho dc11oue nt , furtl, er &l ute 11, at I s1muk Ce,111 11 11 11•111 Eugli~I, fhu:111 ly 11 11d am fully 1ruulifi,:tl n~ 1111 cx p,•M 
Gcrma 11-Englisl1 i11 te q1rn1e r h y reason of tl, e fo ll owing 1111 a l ificM 1ious·: 

l. 

Ir I ,-r• • 

l ,._,..,; h *->l l&I Y.f a U\.-U. 

i;;.,, "'1,j, : 

I ~ J Ul J l•n UWt 
-f 1)41. . 

<raw{ dZ,,·~ .. 
~u._, 

Sworn am! 1ub1eriLetl tu l1do re rue thi1 r::i 6 da y of ~ / ?'y .h
11 1 Sl'i1 wii hi" i' Hall , Ge rma ny. 



I, SS Standartenfuebrer Juaobim lJtII"'En , make the following etr..tement 
under oath , after being tirat duly sworn . 

During the EIPEL offensive , in December 1944 , I was SS Obaraturmbann­
fuebrer and Comnander in charge ot the A.rmored Grou.p . 

I , lrlj'ae lf', was notified only nry la te about the particulars ot the 
caning campaign , end I coul d not intlu"nce the preparation ot this offensive . 

About the 12th ot Dec ember( l 944) in the vicinity of KOLIN, a meeting 
with the fuehrer took ple.ce at wb.ich all COllllllndere down to Divia ion comm-­

anders pe.rticipat ed. I did not participate at this aeting . l do not know 
whet orders were issued there . I only know that the tuehrer 1111.de a thre•-
hour addreaa . Until the 10th Decembl9r , I had not t he slightest idea in which 
direction our ottensive would take place. On the 14th December 1944 I was 
ordered to the Division C.omne.nd .lbat which was located in BLANJ@ffiBIM. where 
I had but a short conversation w1 th the DivisiOll. Coomander - Obertuehrer 
ldlHNKE. The field order and the other mterial s uch as mai:e , diapoei tion ot 
the enemy etc-. I r ece ived trom the Ia of the Divis i on , SS Obersturmb&nnfuehl·er 
ZIEl6..craN. I did not read the naterial ghen ma at the Divisional COIIJland 
po5 t bocause I waa in a hurry , and waa alao in a bad =od because I dieagreed 
with the entire prepe.ration tor the undertaking which looked highly detecthe 
to mo , 

I tllen returned on the aam, day t o my com:nand post •hich •as l ocated 
in a forester ' s house in t he B1.ANRE?UEIISR woods. First I ordered my 
.Adjutant Haupts turutuehrer Hans GRJHIE, t o call a coo:msnders' meeting tor 
the tie.me day ,tor about 1600 hours • Thie lef t ma about t•o hours which I 
ueed to study the material banded to .DII at the Dhiaion. The 'tery first 
impreasion of the terrain which I got, with the aid ot the me.pa, r eassured 
m:y opinion that it -.a a desperate undertakine. I caii reimmbl!lr that in 
thie uaterial , among other tbinge, was an order ot the 6th SS Fanzer J.rmy, 
with the contente that considering the desperate t1ituation of the Gernan 
,People, a wave of terror and fright should precede our troops • .ilao this 
order pointed out th'&t the Germen soldier ehould in tbia off ensive r ucall 
the innumerable Germen Tictinil of the bombing te1Tor. l"Urtherm.,re, it -.s 
stated in this orde,r that the enemy reeietance had to be broken by te1Tor. 
il•o, I am nearly certain that in this order it •as expressly stated that 
prieoners of war nuat be shot where the loca l oonditicna ot caubat should 
ao require it . 

I 
Thia order 1flil3 incorporated into t he regimental order which waft 

drawn UJ> on my comnand by &U.pteturmtuebrer GRUHLE , based ou the materia l 
ha oded to us . 

Close to 16oo hours, the Comr.andere' aeting took place at which 
the tollowiIJB peraone participated 1 ?,:,,S elt .Sturmb1a1.nntuebrar Yerner RIE'ISCHD, 
Sturmbanntuehrer(then Haupteturmtu.ehrer) Joeet DIEPENTHAL, S turnbaMtuehrer 
Gueta.T KNI'l"I'E!.,, (al thougb he arrind a littl• late), Obereturmbannfuebrer 
HARl>lllm., Sturmbannfuebrer Dr' SICl<El. , Hauvteturmtuehrer OTTO, and I believe 
also th• 1-jor who comnanded the Anti-aircraft Battalion attached to me. 
In addition Haupta tur.mtuebrer GRUliLE •• at least tellll)Orarily preaen\. At 
thie ••Ung I did. not mention anythin& that priaonen ot war ahoUld b• 
abet whtin local cooditioos ot oc:mbat ehould ao require it becaUBe those 
pi-eaent were all experienced otticor1 to wbom thia wu. obvious. 

In the m11anti.me the Regimental orders w11re WTitten and were picked 
up by the battalions either du.ring the night, or on , the following day, 

- l -
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It ia poei,ible altho1.J€h I don't know for eure , that the para ... 
graph of the reginztntal orders which dealt with the prisoners of war . 
and was taken from the ArlQY order without receiving any addi Uons, waa 
not sent to the battalions in "1'1 ting, but for r eaaooa of security was 
only looked at at the regiment , and remained tbe1·e t o aYoia t his order 
falling in to enenzy- bands. 

The ab oYe Army or·der about which I have just t.alked , was 
signed by SS Oberetgruppenfuehrer and. Generel oberet Sepp DIETRICH. 

I know however , tlla.t tbe order to use brutality was not given 
by Sepp DIETFIICH out of bils own initiative but that be only acted aJ. ong 
the lines which the fuebl.•er expressly laid down • 

When I ES received on 14 December 1944 by Division Commander, 
~ erfuehrer hDHNllE , be tol d ne that he wee rresent at the m1eting with 
the f uebrer and that on orders of the fuehrer , it had to be fought wi t h 
e.Pocial brutality . Whether ai tbie occaaion Obertuebrer ?OiNl<E used the 
word •brutali ty• or eanething similar I don' t know any longer, at lee.at 
tbia wad the eenae of it , Ober f ueilrer M>HNI<E also s aid that t he f uehrer 
atated 1 11 It bas to be f ough t without humane inhibi t i ons , e.nd one s hould 
reme mber the vie tin"IS of the bombi ng i;e1Tor 1 • • Obertuebrer r,'OHNl<£ 
also said at t hi s ocoas i oll t hat the f ue hrer spoke exce ll ently - t hree 
f ull hours - and that be had exJll'e&s t1d the tulles t con fidence t ar 
Yi c t ory , After the fuehrer's addr ess aa Oberfuebrer IIDHNIIB t o l d me , 
only Field M!lrahal 1.PDEL gave a •Sieg He il • to the l'Uehrer- nobody e l se 
spoke. On t he m::, rning ot 15 December 1944 ,I was a t t he conmand po et ot 
the lat SS Ia.nzer Corpe , where tho Comnanding General 5S Gruppentuebrer 
Ge ne nl U eu tenant PRIESS eJ()ke i n tro nt of all Regi me nta l COlilll!indere 

and co!Illlanders of independent uni ta under h i m. Independent uni ta have 
at leaet t he u h e ot e. bat talion but t ht1 y are not under a r egirmnt but 
directly under d ivil!lion. 

At thie mee ting eb out JO con11a ndera and leaden of independent 
u:o.11.e partiui i-,ted. AUDng others I sew SRORZXNY there tor the fire t 
t11m • .From m:t Panzer Group only Stur11bannfuehrer Ouetav ~ ITTEL was 
present , with the exception of lllYeelf. General Lieutenant FRIESS , in 
his a r.eeoh stated substantially the eame ae Obertuehrer hlENKEl had 
conYeyed to roe on the preYiOUS day, 09neral Lieutenant FROOS spoke 
about t he UE1 eting wi th the fuehrer and be also eaid that on orders or 
the tuehrer,to f18bt witb reckless brutality and bardn eaa . Hue also 
I don't know t he exac t wording, but I a m nearly certain tbat General 
Lieutenant PRl&3S ueed t he words aa they were in the Ar'fltY order when 
be talk.cl about the manner .in which to treat the enemy au\ tight him. 
Anyhow, out of his words emerged that we had to t ight with brutality 
and that t hie was the expreasitd wish ot t he f uebrer. 

I q ke these ate. te08nte voluntar ily and out of ncy own tree will• 
uninfluonced by prHaure, tbreata 1 bareb treatment or praniaea of any 
kind. I ane1• before Ood that thesa atatelmnta which I 'aade are true 
and I am preJ)ared to repea t them under oath before any court, 

(signed) Joachin: IEIIER 
SS Standartenfuebrer 
21, 3 , 1946 , 

wi tneased 1 

RUliAJ!L SlM'.ACKRR 
Capt , CMP 

Sworn to M el subscribed befor e me this 
21st day of ?.web 1946, at SCHWABlSCH HAU,Cer. 

WILLIAMR H:RL 
let Lt, M,I, 0.555 149 
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I, Jo.A, 6;J,1 'Ee.1:p , c________ , b,lng J/r,t da/y 
0;:~:1:q~;.;1/_;_1::_?}_~ ufb : ldr recht-::~;~~-::'__"::_... nachdem u st 

mlifl lg elngesd11,.,oren wurde, muche die J olge nde Auu age unter Eld 

Th e fl bo1•e two photograp hs are ph otogrflph s of th e samt _Jl lll'm hrr'Qp{ut!../i.u.c..._ 
1).r.,....~l,;.ke..J. ......._....... me11llo11 ed by me In my a/Jldaa,lt, du/ed .....::J.L..MA~k....t.f..Y..6. ......• 

Die obigen zwei Photograp h /en slnd Photograph/en desse lblgen_it.l.'.lf.:M..k.0..n:c..L,u:,J.' ""t....,.. 
_____..52..'!..\...~.i-~~.i.•L.................... van mfr In melner e/desst atflldl en Auuoge 1enannt, 
datlert '1..A. \\.JI. c\"' 1 \t\:\~ 

~ N• ~ ~--,JfC+::..L=:,_i;.=:,... 

.1._lz_::.J,i.,,,__~ ,,,.t • ,o Evlo ~• ,, 
Ronk (Dle111t1rad) 

/\ ~'> -'Pt :P, \ t £, l,'z-A.l\, 
Organllotlo,. darln1 I/ti O/lcnll11e 
Elnlltll w,Jftr,nd du El/d·El,m1IHI 

....... _______ _ 
0/f/cu adm lnl rlnl( oath 

/.~ ...{!&6£2_____ _ 
Ra nk Arm or Str'll(ct: 



/ Uoa_ C/2 t 'n? :&iz~l!"~r_ _ _ _ , beln1 Jlr1I d•l1 
•worn, m4f I!' the /ollowlflc, startment andtr oath : 
ldl_ _ _ ~~-s...i-~.:t.__--.--,--- nad,dem Id, ust rtdtl-
m(Jft/1 elngesdtwoun wurde, muche die / ol1ende Aau age unter Eld 

The ob_ovt two photographs are photo1rophs o/ the aame f &w:~df/ ~~;.,.1,1/~ 
___.J?ii.J.£.J;.s_______________ mentloned by me In my a// ldo11II, daled..~ .!...t.~-1 ..!l.._..r.:£...~~.... 

Die obi&',(! zwt l Photographlen !Ind Photo1rapl,J,n d ts&dblgen~.t.JA.t.'dhL.i.s..ill~.!I\ t 
t'¥\ Ii!:. Sr <. ------·-··-· van mfr In mtlner eldnstatl/ldlen Aauage 11nannt, 

dot/e r/ 'l.. ". \'-'\ ~ Y' r \ 11\4{,, ---· 

.7*4'~~ I 
1.,1.,- ~*""¢21 vis 1o h • lo,, ..,"' 

R•nk (Dlu,t1r11d) 

A· <, <.,-'\"? R~ £ ~':, -A-.\:\ . 
Organlt.alfo,i darln~ El/tl 0//enalvt 

E fnhelt J16ll rtnd de, E/Jll·Eln,atu, 



, btlng first d11ly 

,worn, ma~ the JQlfP"'lng ~~ate~ ent undu oath : 
I, .. IP.a..C..b;7:1?........... 2 \'.'.J.fe.r._.rc______ 
/dr___h f,, (,,..\ci 1 1M X'._li~-·-------- nachdem lrh u st redrt -
mllfllg eingesdlworcn wurd l', mudre die /olgende Aassage untu Eld 

The ubovc l1110 1,hulog r11p hs nre phologrnphs of the same ,,,.o._;e,_____,S. ~D1L_~--
.1Ji.t.f.c_~:.t;,./1,_............_.......me 111/or,ed by me Ir, my af/ldovll, dot ed....2.c_lJ1.lf..R...f..f..~..6. ......_. 

Die obif!!'! zwtl _Photograph /en slnd Ph otographfen desselblgen______ <;_~-~~---..-···· 
_____l.l_, Q. t V' , C. \A ____________ von mlr In melner eldeutatlllthen Aauage 1enannt, 
datlert_--1..c_./.i..;_\\.,\ B\f' S \ °> Yl, _. 

th/a 
______ , 1941, 

http:2.c_lJ1.lf
http:J.fe.r._.rc


l, .___. j_~AJu",,, .........?eLp -=~ ------ , b,lnc first daly 
sworn, mok..! the following slJ½tment under oath : 
fdt __ nadtdem Im trst redlt­.~~--.ll,~---·----
mtljJlg elng esd11Mren w11rde, mmlle die Jolgendc Aus~·uge unler Eld 

The above two photograp hs are photographs of the S'1mt2'".tmbA~ku<6rcr: 
fw.i..LA.\l __ ./.(.121:H.ll.__ menlloned by me In my a/ /ldavlt, dated....2t..MdJJ........t..'J_Y.r..__ , 

Die obigen zwti Phologrupll/e11 slnd Phot ograph/en desselb lgM__t \:.w:r..m.b.u..~.:n..L.. .f....~.,.. t...,.
h~\-~_~k_l.,_ _____····-· 110n mf r ill mein er e/d esst ntflldr cn Auuoge ~enannt,
;r,,-;,,,1__?,.LM._;,_1<..>.J_"l..'tl._______ . ~ 

· ,~~-~~~~~ 
~..:.£:1;_.,.>o.Jl.,,...i.LJO.Lu.h..v-.-t..'t-

Ranlt (Dlertdgrad) 

~- ', ~ - l'a.. - '\l. t,.t . .I: .s'z - Al\. 
Organlzatlori durlnt El/d 01/tnli'l't 
f.lnht /1 wlihrtnd dH El/•1-ElnHIZH 

http:121:H.ll
http:fw.i..LA


• • 

1r.:b•.J"1..1<.L~" 
Rank (Dfenstirad) 

,\ '-, ', - \'~ . - I<.~tl.,i!iM 
Or,:unlrnllon durh1g ElJrl Offens ive 
Elnhtll 111 /J hrt llll di!& El/tf-Einsatzt!6 



, ____joq_ c-4/~ ?e,.;,e.v 
,worn, mll)t the following atatentent ande; oath : 
/dl__~ ... +b i m, _:}? r, \ p e, ._r____ nadldem Ith u sf redrl-
mllftlg tlngesdlworen wurdf', mudle dle iotgende Aassa1e unltr Ei d 

The abo11e two photo1raph.• are photogrnph, of tht Hme ~ ,.1e/4~.JAC({,J~fuL 
·-··..··-~IIJJ..6 .~ ..--.------- mef/1/oned by me In my a//lda vil, daltd__,;)L_Y_&..R,..1.£.1.!£_. 

D ie obi g en z11•ei Ph otogruph ler, slnd Pholographle11 des.1:elblgtn.:'.\t~.M-~t ..Stt_\l.,:f..lrll.L,1..~ \.,-. 1,o t. 1/' 
_ _ _ G~~ ~V'\ l_ c., ............... vo11 mfr /11 mcin er eldesstnllllthen Auuage &tnonnt, 
datlut "II,,\• V\ D<o v_L,_~1.___ . 

~N~~~~ 
~i.~~.E=kx~ 

RHk (Dlen.r1rad) 

,:1.,.il-=.J>,_~A"-
0,,a,, ,:au o" durl~ El/ti O/Jen1Jlve 
Eltthell •4hrud du El/d·Eln1Jatu1 



J~ ~ ~ /!,. ~~ 
/Yo/"9 , .,.. L,4 ·~ ,r,_,.,..,lka-,;>-<-- ~ 

J,,;,d',,d?"> :-L,__ t,..,,, · = ·- ~r,,.,.,.__.~ 
~h,--,-.--~~/ ~ ;1 _,,,;,,,.,._ ~/4.-.--­
/4-,~ ~ a,_, -~ f~ ~ :' . 
~~ -?-? L,_- ,_,.,_,/4 :,,/4 ,A ,r/ -~-;-;,.,.,,.L pt{<,,,, 

-:£/.,(o/ ~ ~ / b~~ 1-!. 
r~r -- )'--_.,a# ~ ·1

1 

fa,, ' ~~ ~~£_-cf ,,,..- ~<­

,/MM' j{v-v,,.,~7µ4,-,- ~ f#,/4A~ 

~ ~ I ~ ,Jc;,;~kL ;/_e,,, ;,,.,, 

,d;,,- ! ~·~ ~ J-r/ {c,/C/. ~ j-•, 

/4;;-- )
-:r~ ~.:.,,._.,_,,,, ~·~ ~ I 3.,/4 

,,,.,,,_,:., ~ ;,,__ ,:i_,,,,,_,,>-v<--->v~ . 



I. ".corL.,"O lJ I H 
au ig,wtl l o W1r Crime• Ura11d1, l) niletl Stal i,1 Arrn), 

Al'O 633, u 1111 in le r 1,rc tcr, ha ,·ing Leen ,l uly s"nrn, <l <' IHUI' and ~111 tf' 1h~1 1hr 111t11du:d Euglis l, 1r11 1u la1io11 i1 

11 !rm, a nti .aceu ra te re ndering of tl, e Ge rman o r igina l uf Ilic 1tal c 111e 11t Uf 

FRANZ 3IEVERS 

ll1k c 11 tJII ... 2.5 _Fe brua r y ..J.9.'±§ a t Sl¾1wii l,inh ll all . Ger111a 11 )', 

lid o re Cepte tn RAPHAEL 3HUMACKER 

1•0 111is1i11g or One 1>age/, into Eugliah . 

I, Ili c dc 11 011e 111, furl he r Bl11 1c th111 I Bpe11 k C c r111 a 11 aml E11g lid, n11,•111l y aml 11 111 mu ,. 1111 ali fi eil u 1111 .,,. 1,..,t 
Ge rm a 11-E11g lieh inl e q, rcte r h)· r,•11so 11 or th e foll ow ing qu plifi c11 1io111: 

!: ~.e;:~,t;hr;1;1 ~~!!~,.!:;";~ire of ~ ~llf •· 1o Ge~.v and ~.eo t to 
sl~riLary ond ,woontlBt"J i,ch-.ol t.n. ro . 

J . l GLVOC t.o t ho uni ted. nt.u\e,., lo 1928. 
h. . I M.11 t r o yt-,nri, or D'ld;li •?l l o ,wtC01.tdsry nohool in c;erma.uy . c, 

ol~c.,.r kn:> lodsc ot mclhh haft t.eoo Jorhud. Jr~ nL~y by tl'J,fSOlf . 
!;. I twivt. bu.w:1 ma.rrtw f,:1 ' pn ..1, ab. JtJ41,ra t..1 a rruiatt aw...;t:c1. 

uua .. wi1k D.,..J. t ah ooBt.iatatllJ' (I \ ho._u . MY U e d es nc,t .,~ Cor..mt.Q. 
b . I htl'H \.Icon int u. !') . rrr the _µ811: ;.. -1/2 yoo.ra, htlYi~ 

been di nob....rt:.-nd t u t:oftld>,er 1945 and buYo Louo ~"llO)ud IJ.1 t.ho t:M r Dt,purbo.n\ 
us a Qot"iDM- ..ll(;lil"lh interpretor .,inoo Junuory l 9llb. 

-~ -- ~ 
GE~~R ,r 

S..·oru a m! 111h11:rihe1l lo liefor e me 1hit /..),. 

at Sd,wii hisrl, H i ll , Grrman y: 

~~ · ¥ "·::·MP 

http:nob....rt
http:c;erma.uy
http:i,ch-.ol


en December 15 1944, l receiYed. in e f orea ter•s 
house er bu.ntiJJg cas'tle , in t h e woode near .BI..&.NluiM{.c.lll , 
at s Company C<mnander•s meeting, the order •It it i e 
neceeaary eDi t he situation necessitatea 1 t , take no 
priaonera ot war.• 

The ~any Commanders ot the th-et battalion were 
pr es ent st thi s meeting , turther more , a Hauptstunntuehrer 
ot the Sacona Company at t he 501 (Section Koeinigstiger). 
Only I was present from aor co..,my. 

l'ra nz SIEVBRS 
25 February 1946 

(oigned) RAP!iill. SHUII.IOKlil 
Capt CMP 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Georg• Miller 
u1ign.-1I lo W1r Cri ru u Hra 11d1, U11i1cd S111 1u Army, 

APO 6:13, •• 11 11 iutcri,re te r, having 1,ecn dul y 1wu r11 , ,lc1•0••· 1111d ij l11l r 111 11 1 ,1.,, au adwd Engli,h tran d1 1io i1 
11 

11 lrue and 11ccur 11 1e renderiug of th e Gtl rin an origi nal of th e 1htemc111 of 

Arndt FISCHER 

1ake 11011 31 March 19'!6 
11 1 Sd, .. •ii l,i~d, Hall , Gcr urnn y, 

ludore _ WILLIAM R. PERL_. let Lt., M. I. 

rorui1~,~cfr l ;ket1~11ie1, i1110 Engliah. 

I, th e de110111mt , furth er 1t11te 111 11 1 I 1pe11k Germ a11 1111,l Englial, fl,u:ut ly 1111 ,I am rull y ,111 alifi,·d a~ an ex 1,rrt 
German-E11glid, int erprl'ler l,y r eaaou of tli ti following <f11Qlifie11iou1i 

l. Ueman 11 my native tongue. 

2 . l 1pant the t'1rat twenty y•ra ot my 11re 1n Germany a nd 
went to elementary and aeoondary aohool there. 

3, I oame to the llnited StatH in 1926. 

4 . I bad two yeara ot Engl lab 1n aecondary aohool 1n Germany . 
My other knowledge or Sl"lgl1Bh ha.1 been der1vw1 from atudy by myaelt. 

s. I tw.ve been marrlt9d f'or the paat •1x yKre to a 'b'ltlah 
1ubJeot and IPN.k b:nglloh oontinually at home. My wife does not 
1.PMk German . 

6, I have been in the United Statee Army for the P""t 2- 1/2 
yeara, having been di&oharged 1n Nov•ber 1945 and tave beitn employed 
~~'+~~· War Department a.a a 011rman- Engll1h 1nt•rpreter a1_noe January 

Sw(lru 11111 1Ul1•erilrnd lo h.,forl' "'" thb 

•I S<'11 wii l,iuf1 Hall , GNmauy. 

... II 



I , SS Unters turd'uehrer h nd t FISCHER , be inf' duly swor n state 
t he followinc 1 

" Ol t he 2 0th Fubrunry 1939 I voluntoer.id for t ho SS Tot enJcopf ­
verbande , Fran Februer y 1939 , until Febr uary 1940 I us i n t he 
conc antra. t ion camp BUCHE?.:WAID with a n i nt erruption of about 8 wee ks 
d uri11g which I was Moigned to the concentration camp OP.A!>-"]Fl-.lmrt'J 
t""l-r m:RLIN. At the end of Tubruar y 1940 1 wao t hen t r onn f e ITed with 
To t enkopfverbe11 nde t o t he eas t . 

Al t hough a t tbs , t:1..mc , t her e waa no wor wi t:h RlE5 IA yet , we 
ware or ne~ in the ee5t , th9.t is , H I l-a.Af.11 , aa tt.e popu l e tion wae 
not a l •1ays f r it, nd l y minded , From l'ovember 194 0 Wltil i,~ebruary 19li3 
I wee contlmwlly in t1 chool3 in the hi nterland "here I wes f irst e 
pu pil . Ti'rom Ft;bruary 191.. l on , I was t eacher in 3e ver Et l ~ s chool s . 
I l iJ ctured tactica l s ubjec t s and Wo lta.uschauung . S ince June 19il3 , I 
ba l anced to the SO I'anzer R1:ofi r.xin t I , rr....,,Af • • Durir-8 the ElFEL 
o ffensive fl ·om Decen:ber 1944 until January 1945 , I was Adjuteut of 
the 1s t Ba t to. lion of t he S3 lllnze r RegilJl!nt I , •ISSAH " . 

On Ducember 15 ,1944 i n a f orester ' s houne in BLA.NKENl.illl M o 
written r eg im:i ntal ortler was handed t o rre l,y Ha tuf . Hans GRUHLE 

Adjutan t of the SS lUz.er Regi ment I , • ISS.,\H• . 

In this r egi r.ie ntal order handed t o rrc by J-1'..s tuf Hans GRUHLE 
a mongs t other things it read t ha t a waw of f ear and terror v;as to 
precede our troops and tha t tbe r ea i s t e.nce of the enemy wes to be 
broken by tf:orror . 

Fur thermore it eaid in this reg iuenta.l order t het where the 
military situation,uhould absolutely necllesite.te it , to shoo t prisoners 
of 1'18.r . After receiving the r egiroontel order , without add ing anything 
I hs:i this order copied anew , and changed t ho beading hereby :from1 

SS P.z. Rgt . I, "LSSAH• 

tO I . / (mixed) SS .Pz. Rgt I , •ISS.AJi• . 

On the se1re dc1y also , on t he 15 th of December 1944 , e conference 
took place in the s nme f orester' s houae at which Stubaf ltlE'IBCHl<E 
Convr..ander of tbe L /(mixed) SS Pz. Hgt 1 1 "lSSAH• 1 a l so i s s uto d the sama 
order to the comJ)eny collll1Elnders . I als o took part at t hio conference 
but I .,as no t continuous ly in the room. fuwe ver at the time Stuba.f 
RE'ISCHF.l: spoke about tha t we should not take any pr i soners where tbe 
military situation abs olute l y r equired it , FOE'ISCHI{E a l so declared 
hereby that t hi s order y;es e s ecret orde r , 

I n my cu:pecity as Adjutant of the 1 . /(mixed) SS Pz Hgt I, 
•IZS.AI-I• i lllllediately after t his confe r ence , I bad reques t ed the of:!'i cors 
wbo belonged to our batta l ion to Bign t he order which wee retyped from 
ree;i rmntal order to battalic,n ord.n describeU above . 

/U3 fa r es I l'ece.11 t hh signature was r endered ct1 t he l"everoe 
side of thil:I described reg i mental order, The paragra,ti wh ich I bad 

written with t he typewriter r ead a pi:roxi roc t e ly thusi 

•Aok,1owledge orrlor on r evf! rs e si de . " 

Anyhow , this was the OXd.Ct meaning of t ho fil'e t eentence of the J)tl.I'egrapb 
added by me . 'lheae words quoted bent "1th quotati on ll8l'ks were then 
folloned by a plad,.. I'll.at t he conta.ts of t hi s order 'l'IIUO be ing ~ept 

.F/3 
.- l -
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:iecre t . 1-'.o oover , I d on ' t rccull a n) l onc,"f,r t he exact 1.-rdinc: of th io 
s oc ond s entenc u . 

I had a li ne written with t be typewrite r f or t !:J.e s icna t ur tis of 
t he ind i vilual o fficers , af k 1· t.he pl edce of l:ee pir•.[" it a st..cre t. 
Tb i .i line r ead : 

• coc;Jr.ender let C01;;p 
•eoJ undor 2nd Corcp 

etc; 

After the described confo r e nc e I sat a t a littl e table a r.d c a lled 
the offic e r s t o rr.e f or the ! .r ti i gnature befor e t he y l e ft . I om pr e tty 
sure about it that I ditln ' t a l so e ive t he V.Titten orde rtt slung to t he 
inC:.ivid Util corn.pa nie s , whic h would bear t he da nBer manifol d t hat this 
or der fell into t he hi;i nd s of the e nelll)• and t herewith wNld c&use 
r epr isal s agains t Cer ITBn IJriD011e r s of war . I.Or e so a ffri t ten forwa rd -
1116 o f t hi s or der to 1:1 very ind i via uel c ompany wo uld ha ve cos t lllOre 
time and w were at tha t tiuE in a hurry . 

For be tter under s tendi0£: of t his e t e teirent 1 heve pre}:8l'ed a 
sketch which I mar k •A• a t tac he d hti r e to . The symbols o n this sko tch 
r e pres ent: 

l . Room o f t he Re g i nental and Ba ttalion Conltflnde r . 
2 . lbom in whic h I had the orde r s i gned . 
J . Re g iIOOnt and Ba ttalion C. P. 
4 . Entrance 
5 . F.&sy Chairs or Ch.airs . 
6 . Tabl e on which I ha d the or de r s i e m:d . 
7 . Bench . 
8 . Firepl ace . 
9 . 'Isbl e , 

In room 3 stood several objects which I don ' t r ecall any l enser . 
Al ready in t he afte rnoon on tho 17th Decc1r.ber 1%4 at the entrance of 
ENGELSDORF I I was wounded and withdrew from action . 

I put down thia s tatemen t voluntarily and ou t of my own will , 
uninfl ue nced by forc e , threats , or barsh trea t men t , and unin fluenced 
by promis es of 1·euard. of any kind . 

I swear before God th& t the s ta t eL.en t8 which I made in this 
EMt ter are true and l em pre ps.red t o rer-eat these under oa t h before 
any court . 

(sie;ned) Arndt FIOC:HER 
~ Untorsturmfuehre r 
31 1.hrch 1946 . 

Sworn to end subscribed befor e 
me t his 31st day of n1.rch 1<;146 
at Schwabisch P.all , Germany . 

i'lIU..IAl.. R FEnt 
1s t Lt . r.~.I. 0-55.~149 
Inves tie a tor - .Exarr.iner . \'iCB .T.5F!iT . 
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EDRACT OF UGEND FROM STATEAENI' OF 

Ar6c1 t FISCHER 

Da ted 31 March 1946 

(,3rd paragraph page 2) 

For bette1· UDdere t andins of t hi e etatemen t I have prepared a 
sketch which I :irark 1 A" attached here to . The symbols on this 
sketch represent: 

1. Room of the Resimental and Battalion Cot11Il81lder . 
2 . Room in which I had the order sign.,d . 
:3 . He g iment and Battalion C. P. 
4. Entr ance . 
5. Rae y Cbail'e or Chaire • 
6 . Table on which I bad the order s i gned . 
7. Bench . 
6 . Fi repl a ce. 
9. Table . 



fhor ex tJ-e 
.-jn/\1' 

I 

~;,;~;~; ~~t:,i:~~i~~t:i'.fi;,f~ntundtr oath , 
1c1, _ _ __t/vYJO f, scl')e nadldem Id, ,rst rtdll­
mtJftlg elngeschworen wurde, muche die / olgen de Aussage untu Eld 

The " bo ve two photographs ore photograph, of the Hme tla(uf Htiq.L._ 
...._sr."4f/.J.t:........................menlioned by me In my a/Jlda-.,lf, dated....J.1'....L\;:1.8.f.\......1'.'9.1.,.... 

Die oblpn tlli tl Phologr oph ien s/nd Phot ograph/en deutlblgtn__ Jd.1~{1c\i....~ ---
----!w:f~-----..,---········· van mfr In mtlner t ldu1tattfld,t,r AHHg°J" 1,n•nnt,
datier1 ___.. ___.3l...1'1o.~-- --· _ 

_j __ ~+"f=:1----

_ \,\1c1tev.stillrkl1jv1 hot'.'. 
Raffle (Die t1r lld) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

R"'H~. n .. . u~:::aT , Jr ., 
u~igm·ol l o War Crirnd Uranrl,. Unil e tl S1111,•, Arin ), 

APO 63:J. a, •n i11 1,:q,rcl e r. having hcen tln l)' ""'om , dc 1m~1· oml ~hlr tl1a 1 lh t- at1n,~1r, I Engl ish 1ra11•lu 1iu 11 i1 

a lr11 1• and are11r11 ,· rcntl ,: ri ug of 1he Germon origina l of tli r alu l t' mPn l of 

HI/NS He NN£ C1<£ 

tak en 011 J/ ~ / 9'/-6 11I S,i1 wiih iu f1 ll ull , German ), 

'" '"" v OW ( b H')- f. f l'I N T O ,J , MII J O ~ Ci M C 

co11eiu i11 g o r 5" 11agea, int0English. 
and 1 sketch 

I, 11, e tlepo 11 e11 I, furth e r 8h l e th nt I •1•e uk Ge nnnn a11,I Eu gli i h 011e 111 ly nml ""' full y •11111lifi,·, I 11 @ un ciqwr1 

Gcrrnnn-E11gliMl1 iu terprctcr hy reuuu of the followin g c1 11 ulifif'a li u11s: 

1. ·a ttve t one;ue: c.npl1ah . 
2 . Wee born 3 June 1Ql9 emd l ns rned Oeroan f r om & Ge r man 

poverne ae from 1924 to ll')i:!q . 
3 . Gtud. led ln GeMN1n ept!Ok l nF! school If 'U l' iJT iCJ. I DT at 

ST . 01\LLt.N , ti.WT't'"i--.;RJ_Ar D fl"om 1932• 193 J. 
4. Cont1nueri the uee enC, otOO y or Cft r'118 n with a aem1ns r 

conducted t--y P roreeaor r . rs.:: ot J ...t-r J !i..1-'t. .[ cl IV::.R~ITY 
ln IJAi..tr 'vRe; , 'aryland f'rom 193 :, to 19:,7. 

5 . .i. OOk ae ven..-: ee-nea tere or Oe r r::an lan g ua ge end l 1 t.e ra t.ure ln 
11A VtRh.-RD C ,I.Lr.CC: , et HA Vc.ff!o"'..,RD , Pe ., f.--om 1Q37 t.o 1Q41 . 

6 . L lved tn unlch , Ge r r any , ey• i e p t.e rn ber 10'3g . Jtudled 
Ger an lan!uage ,n.d llt•rature at. Jn lverstty or un1 ch from 
J une t o September. 

7 . Ulnce Jece11be r 1945 I have nerved wtth \li ar f'; rlmes 9 ranc h , 
UdFbT . ea a Gerrr.an • h:ngllah i n terpre ter • 

.$.~ l . ~~j, 
S,.•orn 1nJ 11•l11c ril1e<l 10 l,efore me 1lii1 ~7-I 9 i? J, 

11 1 S•i1wii l,i1<i1 It. II. Germa ny. 



I, Hane HENNECKE, Untersturmtuehrer, make the followin g 
statement under oath: 

I am 23 years old. I live 1n WA.VEN 1n MICKLENBURO . In 
December 1944, I wae Untersturmtuehrer ot the let Company SS Panzer 
Regiment 1, LSSA.H. On December 16 1944, we left the toreet 1n 
BlANKENHEIM and went to BCHMIDTHEIM . Tll1e was tile oompl e te (PEIPER)
combat team. 

About 8:00 A. M., the Company Commander& were called to 
a conference i n the Regimental OP, in the toree ter1 s houee at 
SCHMIDTHEIM. I acoompanied Obersturmtuehrer KR.EMBER, commander ot 
the let Company, to the Regimental OP, for I had to fetch a map1 for 
myael t . We entered the CP together and eat d own in an ant,e .. r oom, 
or which I made a sketch which I attach hereto . Sitting in thi• room 
were Oberaturmtuehrer RUMPF , Un tereturmf'uehr•r KRAMM, Obereturmfuehrer 
KR.EMBER , Obereturmfuehrer JUNKER, Obereturmtuehrer VOEOLER , Ha upt­
atur mtuehrer KLINGELHOEFER and many others whose names I n o longer 
recall. An officer whom I no lons- r remember read t o us the plan 
of march,and we all made entries on our maps. After I had been in 
the room a halt an hour, the door from Room "A 11 opened (as indicated 
on attached sketch), and Haup te turmtuehrer OROtn..E, Regimental Ad jutant, 
came f r om Room 11A" into Room "B" ( ae i nd i cated on my sketch). When 
I heard the door Open, I turned around and aaw Standartenf'uehrer 
PEIPER el tting behind a tab le w1 th hla face turned towards t he door 

(aa i ndicated on my ak.etch), and ORtJHLE went throu gh our room, went 
out, returne d after a few minutes and went into Room "A" wher. I had 
•••n Standartentuehrer PEIPER. Five to ten mi nutes l ater, the Coq:,any 
Commander• were called to Room "A 11 for a oon:t"erence by somebody whom 
I cannot Neall today. Standartenruebrer PEIPER waa the only pereon 
whom I ••w in the room. I did not see him go out. Before Ober•turm­
tuebrer KREMSER enteNd the room tor the Company Commanders' confer­
ence, he told me to go back to the Company, to aeaembl• the Platoon 
leader• and Tank Oommandera there, and to wait t or him there. I did 
thia. :,o to 45 minutes later, KREMSER returned to where our tank.a 
were atandtng, where I had assembled th• Platoon leader• and Tank 
Command.era, as h• had ordered me to. Oberaturmtuehrer KREMSER aald: 
11 I have Juat come from a oontereno• wt th the Regimental Co111mander, 
and have 1na t ruct1ona to refer you again to hie order to drive on 
reok.leealy, to glw no quarter and to take no prteoner1. When you 
go baok now, rep eat thla to your men. 11 W• than retumed to our tanka. 

Thie wa• the •econd ti• that Obereturmt'uetlrer KREY.SER 
g&ff u• thla order. On th• 15 December 1944, ae our Coq:,any waa 

!fu.1n:h~• t~a:;:~:~~ ~~~·~: c~:~:t~~~~t~ro:!~: ~~~= -:rore 
reoklee•ly, to g1ve no quarter and to take no prteoner•. Early 1n 
the morning ot the •a• day, Oberaturmfuebrer KREMBER aald to ma 
that he had to go to a conf~,r·ence. He returned trom thia oonference 
around Noon. 

I waa preeent when Oberaturmtuehrer Jm.EMSER apoke to th• 
Company in the attemoon . He aaldt "We muat auoceed in breaking 
through in thla o:t"ten11w. Think of th• bombing attacka. Think of 
your parent•, ot your broth•B• and a let.era. It will be one rec.kl••• 
drive. We muet give no quart.er. N' o prisoner• are to be taken. 11 

Later tbll aaa day, Oberaturmfuenrtlr KREMSER summoned the Tank Com­
Mndera, and with the Platoon leader• "- aat around th• camp tire. 
Oberaturmtuehrer KREMSER aaid, "When you e;o back to your tank•, 11 
repeat PEIPER'S order to your men . The men mu•t mow tbat exactly. 
The order whioh 1• imntloned here t a the order concerning the handl~ing 
ot prlaonera ot war in thi• offenaive. · 

http:quart.er


• 

In our regiment, among all the otf'1ca ra, non-coma and men, 
the order wh1oh Oberaturmf'uehrer KREMSER gave waa not known aa 
anything elae but 11 The order" ot Standartenf'uehrer PEIPER . It 
waa always called "Pe 1per' a ordar 11 

, and this waa well known 1n the 
lat 88 Panzer D1v1a1on LSSAH. Everybody knew that by that it waa 
meant to shoot prisoner& or war. 

Arter KREMSER gave ua th1a order, we returned to our 
orewa. I went to th• oaq:, fire where the crew or Obaraoharfuehrer 
SKOTZ and another crew were, and repeated the order given to ua by 
Oberaturmtuahrer KR.EMBER, which wae the orde r about the shooting or 
pr1aonara ot war. 

I make this statement ot my own tree will. I was not forced
and no promtaea weN made to me. 

( Signed) Hano Hennecke, 

ll - l - 1946, 

Sworn to and aubaorlbad bet'ore ma 
thio 11th Day or January 1946, 
at BCHW.t.BISCH HALL, Germany. 
(Signed) DWIGHT F . FANTON, MaJor GMO., 

Inveet1ga tor•Examiner, 
War Crimes Branch USFET . 



,, _j .f11N.2 ....... Jlc&IY~ cl..._____ , being flr!lf dafy 

;;orn,J!.Q::!'l.~.Hl~!:._~ statement oath : /ch erstunder nadrdem ruhl -

mtJftlg eingesdlworen wurde, mudle die /olger,de Aussage unter Eld 

The 11 bp1•1· two rh1•tograr hs nre photogr f' phs of the same_§°{AIHIABlftt.fuF6..'$I~ 
_,......P.E.1.p..e..[t......................mentiuned by mt In my a//ldnvll, daled .....ll....:l:.ttJ.NJlt,.9-...l'!..t.,... . 

Die ~IJ{en zwei Ph otograph /en sfrld Photograph/en deuelblgenS{t:Aw_,f<i,_ftri/'51~.ny 

d~-,-;~;f~~~-=~k-Jy.·;_:_1fii{ ___....... 11011 mlr I~ meiner eideutaltlldlen Aauage genannl, 

Flral Nam• (Vornome) La,t Name (ZsnamU 

Ronlt (Dlen1t1ratl) 

1.Jt.w.-1'-f lf,P• " t< vA'eJ ,;.,.,,- IL.fte• 
Organlza/lon dorlnt El/ti Oflu,ive 

f.lnhdl r,llhrend du El/tl•Eln,otzH 

http:deuelblgenS{t:Aw_,f<i,_ftri/'51~.ny
http:orn,J!.Q::!'l.~.Hl


;;~:~~/l;_':;S.~~ll~~~i statement undtr oath : nadldtm fdt tr8t redlt-

milJJ,',• eln11' f,'dl u1oren N1urde, mudte die /olgende Auua1e untu Eld 

ThJ.,. above two photo1raplu art photo1rnphl of the Hmt 1'4tJelflf'f'tt;{~clJ.c.u::.... 
___'t,L.'1. .hJ.e....._____mentlontd by me In my of/ldo1Jlf, doltd......L!....J:JN.......t2!!:Jt. ..... 

Die ob/gen zwd Photograph/en llnd Photograph/en deutlblgen. /O.tAtd (lu_vUtf§'Jn' t Y 
da~l=~b I~ ,41. lg., -;(f1i"l-· van mfr I~ mdntr eldeulaltlldttn A1111age gtnllfllfl,. 

Flrat Nam, (VornameJ La,t Name (Zsnamd 

,,.,.. (01,..,.,.,) 

A,Ko<A<,a , ,{.H t'~• u-. R,i,r,ie,.tL!>IN!. 
o,,a11l,~tlm• ,.,,,,, El/d 011,,,,1,,, 
Eltttttll ,,,,.,.,,, ,,. El/d-El,11an,, 

S~o~nd •ub$t°rlb~t~ori Jt't tltl• 
/.....~.-H,..... doy ol-fL~----' llfl, 

~~l~=-
01/lcu admlnt,t,r a.tit 

/ ~------ ~Ltt~l2-
R.,.k Arlt or Su11tc1 

._ ,J . C 



l , •. _..___ /lt!J.N,>. ........£-e:Nt.V£<:A:c... _. ________·-·- , b,1n1 /lr,t t•ly 

;;orn, J~a:: thel(f:'~t:1.f... statement andt~-·oolh : nadtdtm /di trst rtdll-

mtJftlg e/ngesthworen wu rdP, mut:he die / olgende Auu aze untu Eld 

1'he ubove twu 1,hotog ,oph., a,e photo1,uph• of th, Hm, R,ott,,lu't:.,.l,ccr 
........l .w..111.~r......_...._____ meutloned by me /11 my aJ/ldavlf, dattd_____ .f.l..::. l._11,'('6.,,,. 

Die oblren ZM•ei Photograp hien slnd Pholo1raph/tn deut/bl1en..d.,tnlS!.t.~..M.t.Y_ 
- ·--..J.~-'1K.t..e.___________ r ·... von mfr In mt.lntr tldt11tall/lthe11 A•ua1e 1ena11nt,
dt1tler1.--~~!f.!.____.. 

Finl N•m, (Vor11amd ,.,, N••• (ZHHHJ 

11 tt~tu st,,,.,. f,; ~,,,, 
Rad (Dlt11.t1ral) 

A'.t1, '*µ1 .-f.~f(Ja111"R,,,-,,..,.,t L.f1.f?J1. 
0rt • tdHtlo11 larlt1t Elfel 0/111111., 

E/111"/I •!llr,nd dH lll/d-Et11,ahH 



,. j /,,'! N.S. _ &&!VfE.(/:_~e____ , being f irst duly 
sworn, muA~· the /o{/0 1ving stareme11 t under oath: 
l rll .. _ .._,_.... /lQ.JtU._J/__~ _l!.Lt:1.f.S.. UL _____ nad1dem ich trst rechl-
mdjl/g eing ~·drn or ,·11 wurd ', r,w d/ c die / ti lge11de Ausst1g C' unlcr Eld 

The _abov,• two plwtograp hs arc ph otog r fl phs of the same_llAv,o/,5 /µe.p,,/,vE~ 
.Jfl1.1f-£llu2~/t1:Jt ...... mentiot1ed by me In my af/ldovll, daled .......ll....T."9.l'i.:....1..9...~tf....... • 

Die ob igcn ; we/ Photograph ien slnd Pholographlen desse fblgen/10.u.yJ iSIIA-~1,+,f,;,· t, r-w 
_, .../5./.{M.j~l.!t.e'f..~.~----···········-......... van mfr in melner eldu staltlichen Aauage 1enannl, 
dnr/ert ... -·-·- A1·J--"""-Ll..~~~'tL6____ 

First Nam , (Vornamt) Last Nam, (ZanamJ 

Jill•t <vJfu , 1M ('.:,;hv(Y· 
Ranlt. (Dt,n,tzrad) 

A.I(, ,.,,,,..1. H P~ •i<v. /<tj ,..,,,.yL.H/?~ 
Organl zallon dur/111 El/ti 01/ensivt 

l?,lnhtfl w4hrtnd d e, El/ tl -Eln1alzt11 
Sworn to and sub:JCrlb bt/o r~ t this 

/_L_°Y...... doy •I ·- . ... ················- , 19'6. 

~. ~ 
0//lrrr odmin~K oufh 

/~~__:-;1/iz_GrL___ _ 
Ronk Arm or r;;;,;~ 

. ~)- '" - t .· 

http:dessefblgen/10.u.yJ
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