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Fort Wafhington, September 24, 1791. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to enclofe to your Excellency the Proceedings 

of the Court of Enquiry, which fat agreeably to the General Order of the 

14th inflant,-" To enquire into the perfonal condud of Brigadier General 

Harmar, commanding officer on the late expedition ag~infl: the Miami Indians." 

THE Court have taken the utmofl pains to invefligate the fubjeds com­

mitted to them, and have expeded that fome perfons would have attended from 

Kentuckey, on the occafion, as mentioned in your Excellency's letter of the 

1 5th.-Finding no perfonal evidence come forward from that quarter, have 

this day clofed their proceedings, and prefent to your Excellency their opinion 

as fpecially dire8ed. 

THERE are fome Depofitions handed in, but, as they are not authenti­

cated under the feal of any court of record, or by the Prothonotary of any 

county, the Court conceive they can only fubjoin them to the proceedings for 

information to your Excellency, as they have been to the Court,-they are 

numbered 1, 2, 3, 4· 

I have the honor to be, 
with great ref pelt, 

Your Excellency's mofl: obedient fervant, 

RICHARD BUTLER, Major General, 
PRESIDENT. 

, His Excellency Major General 
ARTHUR ST. CLAIR· 

PRO­





PROCEEDINGS OF AQOURT\oF.ENQ.,UIRY, 

Held at FoRT WASHINGTON, September 15th, 1791, 
) 	 ; 

Agreeably to the order of the 14th inft. of which the following is a_ copy~---
-	 r - . , 

" 	A Court of Enquiry, of which Major General Butler is ap~ointed 
Prefident, and Lieutenant Colonels Gibfon and Darke, members, 
will fit to-morrow 12 o'clock, at the fouth eafl: Block-houfe Fort 
\~afhington." ' · 

. 	 , _,,-:r_;:::_::~·:_._~-".?~-~'-

. Major-General RICHARD BUTLER, Prefiden~:f~~ 'Jtf'AfiT.1/i':"''"'· 
Lieutenant Colonels· GEORGE GiBSON, ( ··.·'.' 1 ·~-··"·', h•.~~uvrn.. _1-:- \\~ 

1WILLIAM DARKE, 5Member~~ ;. ·' .; 1 : • • t: 1.< i} 
. . . . . . . . . . . '\ "· <,; )" . . . . ~1 • //' 

. • . . After Orders, September 1.4th, Head ~arters. ~~~~:.,i~: !'~ ~"'··. \~:_;o;;,;/ 
" LIEUT. WARREN, of the 2d Umted States regiment, is appomted to 
. record the proceedings of the Court of Enquiry, directed to fit at Fort 
Wa1hington, by the orders of this day." , . . · . 

W. SARGENT, Adj. General. 

The Court met agreeably to the above order, and were duly fworn accord­
ing to law.-The following letter was read from his Excellency Major General 
St. Clair, directed to Maj. General Butler, Prefident of the Court ofEnquirj. ­

. Fort \Vafhi'ngton, September 15th, 179 I. 
. SIR, . i . 

_.· : THE Court of which you are appointed Prefident, is ordered for . 
the purpofe of enqlJ.iring into the conduct of Brigadier General Harmar, the 
commanding officer upon the late expedition againft the Miami Indians. 

In the courfe of your inveftigations, all the circumftances of the campaign 
from the time the army departed, until it returned to Fort Wafhington, are 
to be taken. into confideration. Thefe will embrace the perfonal conduct ofthe 
General,-the organization of the army ,-the orders of march, encampment 
and battle,-the motives which influenced Jhe detachments of the 14th, the 
'i 9th. and the 2 dl of October, and whether the faid detachments were duly 
fupported, and if not, the reafons which prevented the faid fupport. The 
articles of war fpecify, that Courts 'of. Enquiry fhall not give their opinion on 
the merits of any cafe; excepting they fhall be fpecially thereto required.-· 
This f eems to be one. of the cafes fo which an opinion is requifite ; : you will 
therefore pleafe,' Sir~ to take the opinion of the Court on ·au· and every of the 
points above f pecified, and convey the fame to me when the Enquiry fhall be
clof ed. , .. . . .. . - ' 	 . . . 

.. Soll/-e evidences hav~. been expected fro~ . Kentuckey-whether they. will 
attend or n~t I cannot inforin the Court;· but the principal officers of the Mili­
tia, who ferved in the.ariny of General Harmar, have had. notice, that the 
Court would meet this day.-· -I have heard from none of them, excepting 
Lieutenant Colonel Trotter, who writes to me that his attendance is doubtful 
-that Colon'el HalL is_ gone to the atlaritic' States, and he believe~ Colonel 
M'Mullen Iikewife." · · · ' '... · · ". . · · · , , · · · : · "· 

'_:. : f 	 ' • ~· • J , ' • ' • 

~-	 Brigadier General Harmar '.being called upon for his Evidences, furnifhed · 
the Court. with a lift of perfons, whereupon the Court' ordered them to be fum­
moned to attend:-The Court then adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock P.· M. · .. 
;·; 	 '.. . ' . , .. . . . . . A." . . . . : .. ' . 
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Three o'clock P. M.-The Court tnet agreeably to adjournment. 

The :Gentlei:nen,~vho were fumm9ned~ ~ot being ready to give in their eyi­
dences; tlie Court' adjourned to meet at' 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SEPTEMBER 16th.-The Court met agreeably to adjournment, and Major 
Fergufon being called in and fworn, depofed as followeth:-That, fome time 
about the 15th July, it was determined to carry on an expedition againft the 
Miami ·villages. One thoufarid militia' from Kentuckey, and five hundred from 
Pennfylvania, with what could be colleB:ed of the 1fi United States regiment, 
and oile..company of artillery, was to form the army. The militia from Ken. 
tuckey began to affemble at Fort Wafhington about the middle of September; 
thofe were .Yery ill equipped, being almofi deftitute of camp kettles and axes; 
nor could afupply of thefe effential articles be procured.· Their arms were gene­
rally very bad, and unfit for fervice-that as he was the commanding officer of 
artillery, they cam_e under his infpeB:ion~ in making what repairs the time would 
permit, and as a fpecimen of their badnefs, he informed the Court, that a 
rifle was brought to be repaired without a lock; and another without a flock. 
That he afked the owners what induced them to think, that thofe guns could 
be repaired at that time?: and they gave him for anfwer, that they were told_ 
in ~entuckey that all repairs' would. be made at Fort Wafhington. Many of 
the. officers told him, that they had no idea of there being half the number of 
bad arms in the whole difiriff of Kentuckey, as was then in the hands of their 
hleJl.. As foon as the principal part of the Kentuckey militia arrived, the Gene. 
tal began to organize them; in this h.e had many difficulties to encounter.---­
CpJon~l Trotter·afpired to the .command, altho' Colonel Hardin was .the eldefl:: 
officer; and in this he was encouraged both by men and officers, who openly 
declared, unlefs Colonel Trotter co.mmanded them; they would return home! 
After two or_ three. days the bufinefS was fettled, and they were formed into 
three battalions, under the command of Colonel Trotter, and Colonel Hardin 

. ~ad the command of all .the militia. As foon as they were arranged, they were 
mufl:ered~· croffed the Ohio, and on the 26th," marched and encamped about 
ten miles from Fort \~~dhington. The la~ of the Pen11fylvaniar militia arrived 
on the· 25th September.-Thefe were eqmpped nearly as the Kentuckey, but 
were worfe armed; feveral "~ere without ·any. The Gen.eral ordered all the 
arms In· fl:ore to be delivered to th ofe who had none, and thofo whofe. guris 
could not be repaired.-Amongft the militia were a great many hardly able to 
~ear arms, fuch as .old infirm mei:i, ·and yourig boys; they were not fuch as 
might b_e expeB:ed from a frontier country, viz. the fmart aaive ·"'oodfman, 
'vill atcuftomed' to arms,. eager a_nd alert to revenge the injuries done them, 
arid their conneB:ions. · No-there were a great. number of them fuijlitutes,
whq probably had riever fired a guri. . Major Paul, of Pennfylvania, told him, 
ifot! i:r:any_ of his ~en _were fo aukward, that they could not take their gun~ 
locks Off to oil them,' and put them on: again, nor could they put' in their flints 
fo as to be ufeful; and· even: of fuch materials, the numbers came far Jhort of 
what -Was· ordered, as may be feen by the returns.. That on the '3 I ft September' 
the. General, with the contfo.ental troops, marched from Fort_ Wafhington, to 
join Cq~onel_ Hardin;'. who had advanced irito the ·country, for the fake offeed 
fo~ th~ cattle~ ~nd to open the road for ~h~ artiller7· On the 3d OCl:ob_er, the 
whole army JOmed, and was arranged m order o march, encampment, and 
b,attle; thefe would .appear by the orderly-book; with this difference in the 
¢ncampinent, the fpace they were t9 occupy, when in order of battle,· which 
was to be open, was always to be fil!ed tip with their fires, nor was any inte,rvals 
to be left between battalions. This was done to prevent in·fome meafure the 
cattle and horfes from getting out of camp; and the centinels round camp had 
orders not to let the .cattle or horfes pafs out after dark, jufl: before which time 
they were brought within their fires. Thofe precautions, aided, by the car~ 
and induftry of Mr. VI!ells and his affifl:ants, fucceeded well in preventing lofs 
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of cattle-he was informed there were only two oxen loft from the time the 
whole army took up the l~ne of march, until itretur11ed to Fort ~Vafhington ;:-:­
but he was forry to fay, it was not the cafe of the pack-horfes, the generality 
-of the people employed in that department were ignorant of their duty, indo­
lent, and inaaive; nor was it in the power of the General to remedy thefe 
defeB:s.-The fhortnefs of the time for affembling and organizing the army, 
put it out of his power to look about and feleB: fit charaB:ers, he \Vas of courf~ 
obliged to take thofe that offered.-After he was in the woods it was out of his 
power to exchange them for better, and punifhments for negleB: of duty was 
out of the queilion. The principles upon which the horfes were· employed; 
induced the drivers who were chiefly parties in the bufinefs, to lofe and other­
ways deftroy them, rather than return them to their owners; by this means the 
proprietors had a high appraifement paid them for their horfes, and 'daily 
pay for fervices, until they were loft; by adding to the above the neglig~nce of 
centinels, he accounted for the number of horfes loft, which in his opinion it 
was out of General Harmar's power to preveht.-After the army \vas arranged, 
they continued their march without any material occurrence, until the 13th, 
when the horfe fell in with two Indians, and took one of them prifoner; who 
informed that the Indians were not in force at the Maumee village.-This day 
they re~~hed a place called the French Store, at which place a Frenchman, \vho 
was then with the General as a guide had lived, He informed that the village 
was about ten leagues difl:ant. From this place, on the morning of the 14th 
Colonel Hardin was detached with 600 men, to endeavor to furprife the Miami 
village; the army moved at the fame time, and although it rained the \Vhole 
day, they continued their. march with diligence until late.-The horfe were 
ordered to be tied up this night, to enable the army to move early the next 
day, which it did. This diligence of the army on its march induced him to 
believe, the General was endeavoring to guard againft any difafter that might 
happen to Colonel Hardin, which he was of opinion would have been in his 
power; for Colonel Hardin had· not gained more than four miles of the army, 
on the firft day's march.-On the 17th, the army arrived at the Miami village; 
here were evident fi.gns of the enemy having quitted the place in the greateft 
confufion. Indian dogs and cows cam,e into their camp this day, which ii1duced · 
to believe the families were not far off.-A party of 300 men, with three days 
provifion, under the command of Colonel Trotter, was ordered as he under­
fiood, to exa~ine the country around their camp, but contrary to the General's 
orders returned the fame evening.-This conduB: of the Colonel's, did not 
meet the General's approbation, and Colonel Hardin,· anxious for the charac· 
ter of his countrymen, wifhed to have the command of the fame detachment 
for the reinainihg two days, which was given him.--Thjs command marched 
on the morning of the 19th, and was the fame day iham_efully defeated.~ 
Colonel Hardin told him that the number which attacked him, did not exceed 
150~ and that had his people fought, or even made a fhew of forming to fight, 
he was certain the Indians would have run. But on the Indians firing, which 
was at a great ,diftance, the militia ran, 1numbers throwing away their arms, 
not could he ever rally them; Major Ray confirmed the fame. He did not 
know what influenced the detachment on the 21fl:. But from the enemy being 
flulhed with fuccefs on the -19th; it became neceffary if in his power to give 
them a check; to prevent the army from being harraffed on its return; which 
they might have done;. will ~eadily be· granted by every one who has the leaft 
knowledge of the Indians, and an army encumbered with cattle and pack.­
horfes, much worn down'; and altho' the detachment was not fo fortunate, 
as was ~eaf~nably to have been expeaed, yet, he firmly believed it prevented 
the Savages from annoying their rear, as they never made theit appearance 
after.. With refpeCl: to· fuppqrting that detachment, which confifted of four 
hundred chofen troops, he always befieved them fuperior to one hundred arid 
fifty Indians, which was the greatefi number as yet difcovered, had it not been 
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for mifcondua and difobedience of orders by the officers who \vere on the 
command. He underfl:ood that Major Ray's battalion had been advanced to 
tover them, which was as many as could poffibly have been fpared, takip.g 
into vi_ew, that thofe in camp could not be depended on, and many were with­
out arms, having thrown them away. To fupport with the whole army, was 
impraB:icable; the pack-horfes, being weak and greatly reduced in numbers. 
The artilery horfes very much reduced, and unable to undergo much more 
fatigue, but at the certain lofs of the artillery; as it was, they were obliged to 
fend to Fort Walhington for horfes to affifi: in hauling it in. The march of the 
army was regular and well conduB:ed, as was poffible to be done with militia~ 
'\Vith ref pea to the General's condua, report fays, that he was intoxicated all 
the campain, and unable to execute the important duties of his fi:ation; he 
had mentioned his commanding the artillery, which was pofred at the head of 
the centre column, and here the General chiefly was during the march, of 
courfe he had an opportunity of feeing, and being with him through the day; 
in the morning he received his orders from him,· and ·when they halted to 
encamp, he chiefly pointed out the ground where the artillery lhould be pofi:ed; 
his duty called him often to his tent, before they marched in the morning, and 
after they halted in the evening, in lhort, had he been given to drunkennefs, 
he had as good an opportunity of feeing it, as any other officer in the army. 
-Yet he declared, that from their leaving Fort Walhington, until their return, 
he never faw General Harmar intoxicated, or fo as to render him unfit for the 
execution of any duties.-In him, and his abilities, as an officer, he placed 
the greatefi: confidence, never doubting in his orders, but obeying with chear­
fulnefs, being confcious they were the produaion of experience and found 
judgment. , 

~efi:ion dl:. By the Court.-What were your reafons for thinking punilh­
ment for negleB: of duty, out of the quefi:ion? . 

Anfwer. The fi:ate of the army being fuch, that it obliged the General not 
to do any thing that would tend to irritate the militia. 

~efi:ion. By the Court. Is it your opinion that the organization of the 
army was a judicious one, fuch a one as was well calculated for the fecurity 
of the troops? 

Anfwer. It is my opinion, that it was the moil: judiciou11 organization that 
could be made, and calculated for the interefr of the United States. 

~efi:ion. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that the order of encampment 
was a judicious one, and, that the extreme parts were fo difpofed as were cal .. 
culated to give fecurity to the army and its appendages? 

Anfwer. I think no better difpofition could have been made. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you think the order of battle calculated fo as 

to have been eafy of execution and eafily formed? . 
Anfwer. I think it was the befr that could have been formed, and well cal~ 

culat~d for covering the appendages of the army. · · · . . 
Que.fi:ion. By the Court. Do you know the General's motives for making 

the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 2 1 ft OB:ober? · .· 
Anfwer.. I do not know the General's motives for making the detachment 

of the 14th, but I fuppofe it was for the purpofe of furprizing the lvlaumee 
village, as we had taken an Indian the day before,. who gave us information, 
that the Indians were in great confufion there, and that they were notin force, 
and very. much divided in their councils._ Vve expeB:ed to furprize them be­
fore they feperated. 

~eftion. By the Court. What were the movements of the army· after that 
detachment was made?. · . . 

Anfwer. We continued our march next day until an exprefs arri~~d to in­
form us. that the Indians had evacuated the village, when we halted. . · _ 

Queftion. ·By the Court. What was the difl:ance between the main body and 
the detachment? .. 
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Anfwer. About four miles. . 

~eflion. By the Court. Do you think that the army was within fupporting 


<lifiance when that detachment was made? · · · 
Anfwer. On the firfl <lay we were. 
~eflion. By the Court. Do you know ·what induced the General to n1ake 

the detachment of the 19th? · 
Anfwer. The day preceding that on which the detachment was made, In.:. 

dian dogs and cattle came into our camp, which led us to believe the Indians 
were near us, more efpecially as they had left their village in fuch hafle. I 
fuppofe it was for the purpofe of examining the country around the camp.. A 
detachment of 300 men under the command of Col. Trotter, with three days 
provifron, was made on the 18th; with ·ordets to continue out three days, but 
which nevcrthelefs returned into camp the fame evening. The General ap­
peared di(pleafed at their tlifobedience of orders; Col. Hardin wilhing to re• 
trieve the characrer of the militia, afked the General's permiilion to take out 
the fame detachment on the 19th, which was granted. 

~efrion.. By the Court. "\Vhat motives led Col. Hardin at fuch a difrarice 
as 15 mi1es f~om call1p? , 
· Anfwer. I underft~od that he got on the trails of the Indians, and that he 
had difcoveted an Indian on horfeback; abtnlt one mile from where he fell ih 
with their main body. . . . . . . . . . 
. ~effion. By the Court. Upon hearing of the defeat of that detachfilenf~ 
did you unde_rfland that the General ordered any fupport? · 

Anfwer.. I don't know that he did, the firfl intelligence of the defeat was 
brought us by thofe who were defeated, late ih the eVening. · 
- ~eflion. By the Court. · :Do you know the motives for the detachment of 
the 21 fl:, eith~r from the General himfelf or any bf his cbnfidential officers ? 

Anfwer. I do not kno~ from the Gerterat, but it was my opinion; as well 
as that ?f other officers, that the defeat of the 19th hatj fo panick fl:ruck the 
army, that had the ln<lians attacked on the retreat; it might have been lofl, 
which induced the General to fend the detachment in the rear. 

Q!:eflion. By the .Court: . . !-fad the Geheral ordered another detachment 
upon the grouhd, where the defeat of the 19th happened ; do you think the 
Militia would have gone, or would they have n11itinied? · 

Anfwer. I am rat~er inclined to think they would not have gone. . 
~dlion. By the Court. ·with refpell: to the general conduB: of General 

Harmar in the courf e of the campaign; is it your opinion that it was judicious; 
and in every refpell: commendable ? · 

Anfwer.- ·I do think it was perfealy fo; I have the greatefl confidence in, 
~nd good opiniort of his military abiliiies. . · 

Captain Strong being f worn, depofed-'-That he knew' of nd circumffance 
during the whole campaign that could in his opinion, affea the military cha­
ratl:er of the General.-That the organization of the army, appeared to his 
judgment, extrerrte~y judicious, and fuch he believed wa:s the general opinion 
of the officers.~That the order of march feemed to hini no lefs judicious,: and 
military in aU pa~ts-that the order of encampment atid battle, met if he mif­
took not, with the approbation of every officer able to judge of it-that the 
motives which influenced the detachments of the i4th, 19.th and 21fr OB:ober, 
appeared to him to be a queftion that could only be anfwered by the Geneia:l1 
or perhaps by his confidential officers, or thofe .more iinmediately attached fo 
his perfon-that he had reafon to believe, that thofe· detachments wete not 
properly fupported, but it was his opinion at the fame time,. that the fault_ lay 
not with the General, ,vho had given orders in each cafe, that were not com­
plied with, at leafi_ until it was too late. . . 

~eflion. By the Court. With ref pell: to fupport in the all:ion of the 21fl:, 
'\Vas there any fupport ordered- that you know of? · 

. B . .\ 



( 6 ) 

Anfwer. I was prefent when the order was given to Majot Ray to move 

with his battalion to fupport Major Wyllys. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you know what difl:ance they marched fot 

that purpofe, or how long they were gone from the army ? 
Anfwer. I do not recollcll: perfell:ly how long, but I think it was 11ot long. 
~efl:ion. By General Harmar. Is it your opinion that the ~aking the 

detachment under Major Wyllys was attended with good confequences to the 
army, or not ? 

Anfwer. I think it was attended with ufeful confequences to the army. 
The Court then adjourned to 3 o'clock P. M. 

Three o'clock P. M.-The Court having met agreeable to adjournment­

Lieutenant Hartjhorn was fworn, and depofed-That he knew of no cir­
cumfl:ances during the whole campaign that could in his opinion affell: the 
military conduct: of the General-that the organization of the army appeared 
to his judgment extremely judicious, and fuch he believed was the general 
opinion of the officers ........that the order of march feemed to him no lefs judi­
cious and military in a11 its parts-that the order of encampment and battle, 
met if he mifl:ook not with the approbation ofevery officer able to judge of it­
that the motives which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 2 dl 
of Oll:ober, appeared to him to be a quefl:ion, that could only be anfwered by 
the General, and perhaps by his confidential officers, or thofe more imme· 
diately attached to his perfon-that as to the quefl:ion of fupport, he had rea .. 
fon to believe the detachment was not properly fupported, but it was his opi­
nion at the fame time, that the fault lays not with the General, who had given 
orders in each cafe, that was not complied with atleafi: until it was too late. 

~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you know, Sir, in the courfe of the campaign, 
from the time the army left Fort Wa!hington, until its return to that place, any 
circuinfi:ance that coi: Id militate againfl: the military charall:er of the General ? 

Anfwer. I know of none. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you know of any unneceifary delays ? 
Anfwer. None at all, far from it, every thing was done to get for:ward the 

army. . . . . . 
~eilion. By the Court. Does any infl:ance of inebriety in the General, 

come within your knowledge during the courfe of the campaign? 
· Anfwer. I know of none. 

~efl:ion. By the Court. So far as you are a judge of the organization of 
the army, do you think it was proper and judicious? 
. Anfwer. So far as I could judge, I think it was extremely judicious. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Had you any converfation with the officers of the 

army on the fubjell: of the organization of the army ? 
Anfwer. I had, and with thofe ·who I think were judges, who thought it 

to be very good. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Did the arrangement of h1arch appear to be fo 

connell:ed, as to be able to fupport each other in cafe of attack ? 
Anfwer. I think it did, and feemed no lefs judicious and military in all its 

parts. 
QEefl:ion. By the Court. Did the extreme parts of the encampment appear 

to be fo formed; as to be competent to cover the main body of the army in cafe 
of attack by the enemy ? 

Anfwer. Perfealy fo. 
~efl:i9n. By th~ Court. :.vas you in the firfl: engagement of the army ? 
Anfwer. I was m the aC1:10n of the 19th Oll:ober. · 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Was you in the detachment of the 14th? 
A:llfwer. I was not. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Did the order of battle on the 19th appear to you 

to be a judicious one ? 
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Anfwer. I think it was not a judicious one. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Who was the officer who commanded the troops in . 

that aaion? 
Anfwer. Colonel Hardin. 

_ ~efl:ion. By the Court. In what manner did you attack the enemy, was it 
. in columns, or did you dif play in any regular order ? . 

Anfwer. We were attacked iri front of columns. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. "\Vhen you were attacked, were you ordered to 

difplay, or form in any regular order? 
Anfwer. No. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. In what manner did you oppofe the enemy when 

you were attacked ? · 
Anfwer. By endeavouring to form the line to charge them. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. What troops came within your notice that at­

tempted to form when charged ? · 
Anfwer. Not more than 30 federal troops and 10 militia. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. How many militia had you ? 
Anfwer. I don't know. 
~efiion. By the Court. What became of the refi of the militia? 
Anfwer. They gave way and ran. 
~efl:ion. Do you think that if the militia in that aaion had been pro­

perly formed and in time, that they would have been fufficient to have beat 
the enemy? 

· Anfwer .. They were. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you know the motives for making the detach­

ment on the 14h ? 
Anfwer. It was fuppofed for the purpofe of gaining the Maumee village 

before the Indians left it, as we were informed they were preparing to leave it. 
· ~eflion. By the Court. Is that your own opinion? , 
Anfwer. It is, and was the general opinion in camp. 
~efrion. By the Court. What :was the refult of the aaion of the 19th, 

were the continental troops and the 1 o militia defeated ? . 
Anfwer. They were cut to pieces except 6 or 7. 

_ ~efl:ion. ·By the Court. · Do you know from Head ~arters, or from any 
principal officers of the army, what were the motives for making the detach­
ment of the 19th ? 

Anfwer. It was for the' purpofe of overtaking a party of Indians, whofe 
trails had been difcovered. 

~efiion. By the Court. Was there any attempt made to fupport that de­
tachment from the main body ? · 

Anfwer. Not that I know of. · 
· ~eflion. By the Court. What was the difiance between the main body of 

the army and the detachment attacked? 
Anfwer. ·.Fourteen or fifteen miles. 

· . ~efiion. By the Court. From the condua of the militia, do you think 
that the General had a right to expea any great fupport from them, if he had 
been attacked ? . . 

Anfwer; I don't think he had. 
· ~efiion. By the Court. · Was you in the aaion of the 21fi? 
· Anfwer. I was not. 
· ~efl:ion. By the Court. Do you know the motives for making the detach­
ment of the 21fi? 

Anfwer. It was for the purpofe of feeing if any Indians were in the village. 
~eflion. By General Harmar. Did you not think, that the detachment 

f~nt back under Major Wyllys competent to engage any body of the enemy ? 
· Anfwer. It was fufficient for any body of Indians in that courttry. 
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~efiion. By General Harmar. To what caufe was i:t: owing~ that the de .. 
1fachment.qi<l .not fucceed fo perfeaiy as I could have wilhed for? 

Anfwer. Becaufe they did not obey your orders, they did not march at the 
time they were directed. 
~eftion. By General Harmar. Upon the fir.ft intelligence do you recollect 

any fupport I ordered ? 
Anfwer. I recollect you 'Ordered a battalion, I think under Major Ray. 
Enfign Morgan being fworn, <lepofed, as followtth-That as he did not 

join the army under the com~and of General Harmar until the 13th October, 
he was unacquainted with its progrefs until that time, when the army ~peared 
in good order. As he was an enfign, and carried the frandard every fourth 
or fifth day after his joining the army, he was frequently near the General, ­
and always obferved, as far as he could judge, the greateft propriety oCcon. 
dull:.-As to the organization of the army, the order of march, encampment 
and battle, they are perfeaiy explained in the general orders--As to the 
motives which influenced the General in fending out the different detachments 
of the 14th, 19th and ~21fr, he was unacquainted-the opinion he took up 
concerning the one of the 14th was, that the General finding the army dif. 
covered, refolved to make a pufh for the towns before they were abandoned,. 
and as he could not do it with his whole anny formed the detachment on the 
14th under Colonel Hardin; the motive for the detachment on the 19th he 
was utterly unacquai!1ted with, that of the 2 ifi as he fuppofed, was to pick up 
any ftraggling Indians who might have come to the towns, to fee what they 
had been about, but without an idea of the Indians being in force. 
. Queftion;' By the Court. Do you think that the party of militia that were 
attaChed to Major Wyllys' detachment, was fufficient to .have defeated the 
Indians if th"y had done their duty ? · 

Anfwer. If they had been together,.! think they were. 
~eftion. By the Court. What time did you return to the army from the 

aaion of the 21fr? · · · 
Anfwer. About 5 o'clock p, M. The action commenced foon after day-light. 
~eftion. By the Court. Did you fee any thing of the detachment under 

Major Ray on your return ? 
Anfwer. I faw only a party 3 miles from camp, under Captain Craig that 

were going to our fupport. · 
~eftion. By the Court. What was the difpofitiori of the militia after you 

returned to the army, were they well affected to the fervice and orderly ? 
Anf,".er. I think they were very diforderly, and very inattentive to their 

duty, and fome appearances of mutiny among them, with both officers and 
men, and turned out upon one occafion particularly, to oppofe a punifhment 
that had been ordered by the General. . 

~eftion. By the Court. Do you remember any thing of General Harmar's 
ordering his cannon to fire upon them? 

Anfwer. I remember that General Harmar once faid, that if the militia 
behaved again, info fcandalous a manner, that he would order his cannon to 
fire on them. 

Enfign Britt being fworn, depofed-That with refpect to the perfonal con. 
dull: of General Harmar, he knew that he ·was indefatigable in making 
arrangements for the execution of the plans which had been formed for the 
expedition ; and he alfo knew that the difficulties were great which the 
General had to encounter in organizing the militia, and in endeavouring to 
eftablifh that harmony, which was wanting in their commanding officers 
Colonels Hardin and Trotter; which he accomplifhed apparently to their fatis. 
faction-that he was at all times diligent in attending to the conduB: of the 
officers in the different departments of the army, and that he ·was always ready 
to attend to fuch occurrences, as were confequent to the fame,. and the 
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neceifary exertions to have his orders carried into execution were not wanting ; 
but that there were great deficiencies on the part of the militia, either owing 
to the want of authority in fome of their officers, or from their ignorance or 
inattention-that the generality of them, fcarcely deferved the name of any 
thing. like foldiers-that they were mofl:ly fuijlitutes for others, who had 
nothing to fl:imulate them to do their duty-that as to the difpofitions for the 
order of march, form of encampment, and order of battle, they were matters 
which he being a young officer could fay little about; he prefumed they would 
anfwer for themfelves-that the General's motives for detaching Colonel 
Hardin on the 14th OCl:ober when they were told they were but 10 leagues 
from the Indian towns, he fuppofed to be, from information they received by 
a prifoner who was taken on the 13th, that the Indians at the Maumee village 
were in great conflernation and confufion, and the prof peCl:s were, they might 
be eafily defeated if found in that fituation-that in order to fupport this de­
tachment, the horfes of the army were· ordered to be tied up at night, fo that 
the whole army might be ready to march early in the morning, which was done 
accordingly, and that when Colonel Hardin reached the village, the main 
body was not more than 5 or 6 miles in his rear-that the detachment under 
Colonel 'Trotter was ordered to reconnoitre for 3 days the neighbourhood, to 
endeavour \o find out the Savages, who had fled from their towns-that this 
parti returned the evening of the fame day they fl:arted, and next morning 
Colonel Hardin marched with the fame party and fell in with the Indians-that 
an engagement enfued, in which he was routed, owing to the cowardly beha­
viour of the militia under his command-that the motives which he conceived 
led to detaching the party under Major Wyllys on the 21 fr. were, that the 
Indians having avoided engaging the whole army, would colleCI: at their 
towns, and harrafs the rear and flanks, as much as poffible on its return, and 
a {l:roke at them before they could aifemble .in large bodies, would prevent 
their. doing it with much effeCl:-that the party accordingly met with the 
Indians, and a battle followed in which numbers were killed on both fides­
that the moment the news of this arrived in camp Major Ray with his batta­
lion of Kcntuckey militia, was ordered to march to the fupport of Major 
Wyllys, but that he did not proceed far before he returned. 

~efrion. By the Court. Did you at any time in the courfe of the campaign 
perceive that General Harmar was intoxicated? 

Anfwer. I did not, I lived in the General's family and fhould have known 
it, had any thing of that kind happened. 
· DoB:or Allifon being fworn, depofed-That the organization of the 
army,. the orders of march, encampment and battle, were quefl:ions 
which would be more amply· anfwered by a reference to the orderly 
book, than they could be from the mere relation of an individual, or from 
any other official information-that as to the motives which influenced 
the detachments of the 14th, I 9th and 21 fl: OCl:ober, thofe were quefiions, 
which if anfwered at all, mufi be merely f peculative opinions, which it was 
not always prudent to divulge, nor would they in his judgment, be admitted 
as evidence, or even perufed by any tribunal, and therefore were nugatory, 
and as he had not the honour of being in the cabinet, it was utterly out of his 
power to give any other-that as foon as the news arrived of the misfortune 
of the third detachment, a reinforcement was immediately prdered by the 
General, but whether it aCl:ually fet out, or what induced it to return, he 
could not fay, or whether fufliciently firong, he did not conceive himfelf a 
judge. His fituation as furgeon, prevented a minute attention to every, or 
indeed any of the arrangements of the army ; yet, as far as they came within 
his view, or knowledge, they were judicious and uniform, that every 
attention was paid to the army by the General in every fituation, that every 
ftep was taken by him, t~at prudence and military knowledge could fuggefl:, 
the circumftances of the army would permit, or that neceffity required. 

c 
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Lieutenant Denny l:ieing f worn, depofed-That. General Harmar began his 

preparations for the campaign foon after the 15th July, and that every day was 
empl.oyed ·in -the mo ft induftrious manner, that the calculations for provifions, 
horfes and ftores, were immediately made out,. and orders given. accordingly, 
that great exertions were ufed by Captain Fergefon to get in readinefs. the 
artillery, and military ftores, and indeed every' officer: was bufily _engaged under 
the :eye of the General,· in fitting out neceifary matter for .. the expedition; but 
particularly the ~arter-Mafter, not a moment's time appeared to be loft­
I 5th and 16th September the Kentuckey militia arrived,. but: inftead of feeing 
aaive rifle:..men, fuch as is fuppofed to inhabit the frontiers, they faw a parcel 
of men, young in th~ country, and totally unexperienced in the bufinefs they 
came upon;· fo much fo, that many of them did not even know how to keep 
their :arms in firing order, indeed their whole objeB: feemed to be nothing 
more than to fee the country, without rendering any fervice whatever. A 
great many of their guns wanted repairs, and as they could not put them in 
order, our artificers were obliged to be employed, a confi.derable number 
came without any guns at all-Kentuckey· feenl.ed· as if £he wifhed to comply 
with the requifitions of Government, as ineffeB:ually as poilible, for it· was 
evident that about two thirds of the men·ferved only to fwell their numbers­
! 9th September a fmall detachment of Pennfylvania militia arrived, and the 
25th of September Major Doughty with two companies of federal troops joined 
them from Muikingum-Governor St. Clair had arrived from New-York the 
.22d, and the remains of the Pennfylvania militia came on the 25th. The 
militia laft mentioned were fi.milar to the- other, too many /ul?Jlitutcs. The 
General loft no time in organizing them,. tho' he met with many difficulties-. 
the colonels were dif puting for the command, and the one moft popular was 
leaft intituled to' it. The General's defi.gn: was to reconcile all parties, 
\vhich he accomplifhed after much trouble~. The Kentuckians compofed three 
battalions,- under the Majors Hall~ M'Mullen and Ray, with Lieutenant 
Colonel Commandant 'Trotter at their head. The Pcnnfylvanians were formed 
into one battalion under Lieutenant Colonel 'Trubley, and Major Paul, the 
whole to be commanded by Colonel John Hardin, jubjeB: to the ·orders of 
General Harmar-That on the 26th September the militia marched on the 
rout towards the Indian towns-the 30th the General having got fonvard all 
the fupplies that he expeB:ed, he moved out with the federal troops, formed 
into two fmall battalions under the immediate command of Major Wyllys and 
Major Doughty,_ together with Captain Fergufon's company of artillery, and 
three pieces of ordnance. Orr the 3d ofOB:ober General Harmar joined the 
advanced troops early in the morning, the remaining part of the day was 
fpent in forming the line of march, the order of encampment and battle, and 
explaining the fame w the militia field officers. General Harmar' s orders will 
£hew the feveral formations. On the 4th the army took up the order of march 
as is defcribed in the orders. On the 5th a reinforcement of horfemen, and 
mounted infantry joined from Kentuckey. The dragoons were formed into 
two troops ; the mounted rifle-men made a company, and this fmall battalion 
of light troops were put under the command of Major Fontaine. The whole 
of General Harmar' s command then may be ftated thus­

3 ~attaiions of Ke.Iituckey n:ilitia5 
1 ditto Pennfylvama ditto 1133 
1 ditto light troops mounted ditto · 
2 dittd -federal troops 320 

- Total 1453 
The line of march was certainly one of the befr that could be adopted, and 
great attention was paid to keep the officers with their commands in proper 
order, and the paek-hotfes, &c. as compaa as pofiible. · The order of en­
campment appeated to be well calculated, not only for defence, but to preferve 
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. the horfes. and cattle from.being loft;. however,. notwithftanding. every pre­

caution. was taken; and repeate.d: orders given. to the horfe-mafiers, to hopple 
well their horfes,. and directions to the officers and me.n not to fuffer any to 
pafs thr.ougp.the lines,. many_of them, owing to the carelefsnefs of the militia, 
and the fcarcity of food, (tho' great attention was paid in the choice of ground) 

· broke loofe and ft.rayed thro' the lines after night, and even pal.fed the chain 
of fen tries which encircled the camp and were loft:. Patroles of horfemen were 
ordered out every morning by day-light, to fcour the neighbouring woods, and 
to bring in.any horfes that might have broke through the lines, and a fl:anding 
order directed. the pickets to turn. out fmall parties, and drive in every horfe. 
This was done he believed,, to expedite the movement of the army. There 
was no lefs. attention paid to fecuring the cattle, every. evening whe:Q the army 

. halted,. the. guard. which was compofed of a commiffioned officer and thirty or 
thirty-five men, built a yard always within the chain of fentries, and fome­
times in the fquare of encampment, and placed a fufficient number of fentries 
-round the enclofure, which effell:ually preferved them, there was not more 
than two or three head loft during the whole of the campaign-On the 13th 
of October ear:ly in. the morning a. patrole of horfemen captured a Shawanee 
Indian-.On the r4th October Colonel Hardin ·was detached with 600 light 
troops to pulh for the Miami· village, he believed that this detachment was fent 
forward in confequcnce of the intelligence gained of the Shawanee prifoner, 
which ·was, that the Indians were clearing out as fafi as poffible, and tha~ if 
they <lid not make more hafl:e, the towns would be evacuated before their 
arrival. As it was impoffible. for the main body of the army, with all their 
train,. to hafien their march much, the General thought proper to fend on 
Colonel Hardin in hopes of taking a few, before they would all get off. This 
night the horfes were all ordered to be tied up,. that the army might fl:art by 

·day-light, on purpofe to keep as near Colonel Hardin as poffible, the diftance 
to the_ Indian towns. when the· detachment marched a-head was about thirty-five 
miles-On the 15th every exertion. was ufed to get forward the main body this 
day, they found that the advanced party had gained but very few miles-On 
the 16th in the evening met an exprefs from Colonel Hardin who had got into 

, the village, informing the General that the enemy had abandoned every place. 
·On the 17th about noon,. the army an;ived at the Omee towns-On the 18.th 
Col. Trotter was ordered out with three hundred men, militia and regulars, to 
reconnoitre the country, and to endeavour to make fome difcoveries of the 
enemy; he marched but a few miles, when his advanced horfemen came upon 
two Indians and killed them ; the Colonel was contented with this victory and 
returned to camp. Colonel Hardin was dif pleafed becaufe Colonel Trotter did 
not execute his orders, and requeft:ed the General to give him the command of 
the party, it was granted, and accordingly Hardin marched next morning, but 
.he believed he had not two thirds of his number when two miles from camp, 
for to his certain knowledge, many of the militia left him on the march and 
returned to their companies. Whether he knew it or not he could not tell, but 

·.that he proceeded on with a determination to trace fame fre!h figns of the 
enemy-he believed the plan was merely to gain fome knowledge ofthe Savages. 
He at length came upon a party not exceeding one hundred, but was worfl:ed, 
owing entirely as he was informed to the fcandalous behaviour of the militia, 
many of whom never fired a !hot, but ran off at the firft: noife of the Indians, 
and left the few regulars to be facrificed, fame of them never halted until they 
· croifed the- Ohio. The army in the mean time was employed b.urning and 
defiroying ·the houfes and corn, iliifting . their pofitio:n from one town to 
another-that on the 2 Ifl of OB:ober the army having burned five villages, 
befides 'the capital town, and confumed or defiroyed near twenty thoufand 
bu!hels of corn in ears, took up the line of march on the rout back to Fort 
. Walhington and encamped about 8 miles from the ruins-that r.bout nine 
o'clock P. M. the General ordered out 400 choice men, militia and regulars, 
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under the command of Major Wyllys to return to the towns, intending to 
furprize any parties, that might be aifembled there, fuppofing ·that the Indians 
would collefr to fee how things were left. The General had felt the enemy, 
knew their firength, and calculated much upon the fuccefs of this enterprize­
that it was the general opinion the force of the Savages was nothing equal to 
this detachment, and unlefs by fame fuch means, there was no· poffibility of 
getting any advantage of them, however the befi laid plan was in fome meafure 
defeated, by the difabcdience of the militia, who ran in purfuit of fmall parties, 
and left Major Wyllys unfupported-the confequence was, that the Major 
with mofl: part of the regulars were ~illed, and our lofs was equal if not greater 
than the favages-that the intention of this detachment was evident to all the 
army, and would have anfwered the fulleft expectations, provided a due obe­
dience had been obferved on the part of the militia-to provide againfi difobe­
dience oforders was what he believed no one would think of, and had it not been 
the cafe the Major in his opinion might have returned crowned with laurels. 
That the main body waited for the return of this detachment but to their mor­
tification about eleven o'clock A. M. of the 22d a fellow who ran back from the 
field, gave them information of Major Wylly's misfortune-General Harmar 
immediately difpatched Major Ray with his battalion to the affifrance of the par­
ties, but the Major did not get the length, before he met Colonel Hardin return­
ing to camp with his wounded. He was led to believe that about this time, the 
General loft the confidence he had in the militia, thofe of them among the 

· dead, were of the befi men, that the effefrive firength was very much reduced 
by ficknefs and otherways-the regular troops did not furnifh more than two 
hundred they were in his opinion very infufficient, and he was alfo clearly of 
opinion, .that had ~he enemy 1:11.a?e an attack ~pon their camp that evening or 
the mornmg followmg, the militia were fo pamck frruck that very few of them 
would have fiood, the confequences. that would have happened, flared every 
perfon with horror, the fick and wounded, and all the ftores, artillery, &c. 
would have fallen a prey to the favages-that this was alfo the opinion of feveral 
of the principal officers who advifed .Gen~ral Harmar ofthe danger ofattempting 
to return to the towns, from the time 1t would take up, and the probability 
that the delay would give the favages time to collefr from diftant quarters. He 
obferved that the 22d October was employed in fixing biers for the wounded, 
and in making repairs. He alfa obferved that the frofl: had defrroyed the food 
early on their march out and that the horfes of the army were now become 
very much reduced, fa much fo, that it was utterly impoffible for the main 
body to perform any thing rapidly, and to get back upon the road which they 
had. fo lately paifed, was attended with difficulty, he faid that the greateft 
attention was paid, the little army was kept compact, and vigilance was the 
word from all who had any reputation to lofe-That the militia on their return 
began to be refractory, {hewing great figns of a revolt, difcharging their 
pieces in open defiance of the general orders, fame of them however were 
detected and punifhed, which gave umbrage and was afterwards the caufe of 
many ill-natured reports, f pread without any foundation, to injure the General's 
reputation. He further obferved that the army returned by flow marches, 
back to Fort \Vafhington-That General Harmar's conduct during the 
campaign, ·was obferved to be fober, fl:eady, and attentive to the fervice, and 
as his duty required him to be frequently near the General, fhould certainly 
have difcovered it, had he been at any time intoxicated, as has been reported. 
Every evening as duly as the army halted, the General made his remarks for 
that day, and iif ued orders for the movement and arrangements for the next, 
and every morning he was found among the firft prepared for the field. 

The Court adjourned to to-morrow morning 9 o;clock. 

SEPTErVlBER 18th, 9 o'clock, A. M.-The Court met agreeably to adjourn .. 
ment, and again adjourned to September 19th, at 3 o'clock p, M• 
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SEPTEMBER· 19th; three o'clock P. M.-The Court having met again, ad­

journed to ,to-morro:w morning 9 o'clock. · 

SEPTEMBER 2oth.-The Court having met according to adjournment­

Major Ziegler being fworn, depofed,-That fome time had elapfed before the 
-different corps and battalions could be organized, on account of rank_.;..the 
militia officers difputing for the command ; and after a good deal of exertion 
by General Harmar, they commenced their march on the 3 oth September 1 790. 
The ri1ilitia under Colonel Hardin, having been fent on a few days before, and 
on the 3d oaober' they joined the militia, and took up their line of march, 
and encamped as mentioned in the General's orders. · He obferved that the 
orders of march and encampment, motions, &c. &c. were fuch as would 
have done honor to the firft officers either in America or Europe. All necef­
fary precautions were obferved to gain the point General Harmar fet out for. 
On the 14th Oaober he was ordered to advance with Colonel Hardin com­
manding· 50 rank and file of the federal troops, being part of fix hundred 
men-·at ten o'clock they took up their march, and before they left the 
ground the reft of the army was ordered to parade and follow them, which 
he remembered to have feen the army from an eminence, as he inclined 
towards the left, with the column to which he was attached. The 15th 
about three o'clock P. M. they arrived at the Miami villages, and at the fame 
time Colonel Hardin fent an exprefs to General Harmar, to inform him that 
the villages were evacuated. It was his opinion that the motives for this 
manreuvre was in confequence of a Shewanufe which they took a few days 
before, and who acquainted the General that the Indians were ready to move 
away, the army arrived the I 7th-in the forenoon and that day as Well as the 
reft they were all bufy in deftroying the Indian corn, &c. &c. He further 
obferved that on the 18th Colonel Trotter was detached with three hundred 
men of militia, including thirty federal t~oops, but that the Colonel returned 
the fame day without bringing any information, and that on the morning 
following, Colonel Hardin took command of the fame party, and advanced 
to procure fome knowledge of the enemy, and on his difcovering the enemy 
thofe which were in the rear would not come up and fupport thofe engaged in 
front, and very few of thofe in front, flopped but ran and the militia fled.in a 
fhameful manner, and the few federal troops not fupported, fell a facrifice; 
the Major faid that a ferjeant of militia behaving very improper at that time, 
could not be bro't to trial, on account of a brother of his being a captain, and 
who made parties that would have been attended with bad confequences, fhould 
he be punifhed, as his brother declared he would raif e fome men, and bid 
defiance.' That, on the 21 ft oaober I 790, after they had deftroyed a great 
quantity of corn and five or fix villages, they Jk up their line of march 
towards Fort Wafhington, and at night Major wyllys was detached with four 
hundred choice men, in hopes to furprize a body that might be at the ruins­
this party was fuppofed to be fufficiently ftrong for any number of the enemy 
embodied. Major Wyllys marched in three columns with intention to join 
with the right and left columns, at the Miami village, but that the column 
under the command of Major M'Mullen fell in with a fmall party of Indians, 
they followed them and difobeyed the orders of Major "Wyllys, in purfuing 
them and leaving the others unfupported, and fo was the left wing, which 
would not have been if they had joined him, as he fuppofed it to be fufli­
ciently fl:rong for that party. He alfo remembered very well being on picket, 
or commanding one of the wings as captain au Carree, when the firft men 
an~ived with the intelligence, that their party had gained ground-and at that 
very infl:ant General Harmar ordered Major Ray with his battalion to the 
affiflance of thofe engaged, leaft that information fhould not prove true, but 
he went two miles or two and a half then meeting the fcattered detachment, 
returned to the great furprize of General Harmar-that the fuccefs of the 
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detachment was defeated in a great meafure by the militia running a-head, 
and leaving Major \Vyllys unfupported.-The army remained this day in 
dreffing and . fixing the wounded-.the militia behaving fo bad in feveral 
in!lances, defl:royed every confidence the Genetal had in them, otherwife he 
would have returned with the army, but as things were fituated; it would have 
been running too great a hazard. The army returned back to Fort Wafhing­
ton, nothing appeared wanting on the part of the General, every attention 
was paid to the army to guard againfi furprize. The Major obferved that there 
had been very injurious reports, fpread about Gehetal Harmar, but if he was­

to be credited, he knew of nothing that could be alledged againft him, or that 


. could poffibly injure his reputation, in any refpecr, the good of the fervice, 

appeared to be his con!lant fi:udy. 

Queftion. By the Court. .I think, Sir, you faid that on the 15th at three 
o'clock P. M. you arrived at the Miami village, what did you do after your 
arrival there, were the militia in good order ? 

Anfwer. When we arrived we were very much fatigued, having marched 
twenty-eight miles that day, I direcred that my own men lhould not go thirty 
yards from camp. The militia like a rabble firolled into the neighbouring 
villages, in parties of thirty or forty after plunder, fuch was the fi.tuation that 
one hundred and fifty Warriors might have beat us off the ground. 

~efl:ion. By the Court. Did you fee any defire in the militia to return to 
the ground where Major Wyllys was defeated, or do you fuppofe they would 
have gone had they been ordered to .go? · 

Anfwer. I fuppofe they would not have gone--they appeared to be panick 
firuck. 

~eflion. By the Court. Are you of opinion that the perfonal condull: of 
the General was regular, fieady and tended to the good of the fervice ? . . 

Anfwer. · Undoubtedly fo, and very· much to the credit of the General. 
Q?eftion. By the Court. From yDur long knowledge of fervice do you 

think that from the complexion of the troops General Harmar had to organize, 
that the formation of the army was judicious ? 

Anfwer. I think it was. 
~efl:ion. Do you think that the order of march and encampment, was 

calculate:d to fecure every part of the army and its appendages ? · 
Anfwer. Yes, very much fo. 
~efl:ion. By the Court. From your experience, do you think that the 

order of battle direcred by General Harmar was judicious ? 
· Anfwer. Yes, perfeCtly fo. 

Captain Doyle being fworn, depof ed-That previous to the campaign going 
out lafl: fall every day was employed in the mofl: indufl:rious manner-on the 
arrival of the Kentuckey militia they were all much difappointed, that infread 
of feeing complete rifle-men, many were anned with old muikets, much out 
of repair-the General immediately ordered them repaired with all expedition. 
He referred the Court as to the line of march, to the General's orderly book, 
and informed the Court, that the perfonal conducr of the General through the 
campaign was uniform and fi:eady, and that had the General's orders been 
flriCtly obeyed, he was confident he muft have come home with honour. As 
to what influenced the General to make detachments he could not fay-he was 
in the detachment of the 14th Ocrober, ·-and that the behaviour of the militia 
in that detachment, was very difgracdul, they . ran from town to town in 
purfuit of plunder, contrary to orders, and on the arrival of General Harmar 
at the town two thirds of them difperfed in the fame manner-the General 
ordered cannon to be fired, merely to collecr them, and he at the fame time 
harrangued the officers informing them of the ill-confequerices -of foch conduB:. 
That the General's not returning to the village after the ill-fuccefs of the laft 
detachment, he believed was owing to his not having confidence in his army. 
,At that time there ·was a great rumour .. in camp,. the general : voice was for 
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returning, their horfes were much worn down, and the militia lhewed great 

figns.of revolt. The reports that the militia circulated after their return home, 

and which was much to the prejudice of General Harmar, was he believed 

owing to the General's having a few of them punifhed for difobedience of 

orders, he thought it certain,· that they had no grounds for their ill-natured 

reports, and that General Harmar would have been juftifiable in arrefting one 

or two of the moft popular field-officers, and fending. them home with dif­

grace-but a· thing of that kind he obferved would have broke up the ariny. 

He knew of no part of the General's conduB: during the whole of the campaign, 

that could be cenfured, without it was lhewing too much lenity to the militia, 

and thanking them for their conduB:, when they merited puniihment. . 

. ~eftion. By the Court. Do you think that the fending the detachment 

under Major Wylly!; tended eventually to the preferntion of the army? · . 

· Anfwer; I think the Indians would have harraffed us very much on our 

return if that detachment had not been made. · 


~eftion. By General Harmar. Did the enemy annoy the army at all after 
that detachment was made ? 


Anfwer. ·No they did not. 

~eftion. By General Harmar. Did we fee any Indians afterwards? 


: Anfwer. · We did not. 
, 'Lieutenant Sedam being f worn, depofed-That he had the honour of ferving 

under General Harmar laft fall on a campaign againft the Indians of the 
Maumee village, and that he faw nothing in his conduB:, . but· what he 
thought was very proper, that relative to the organization of the army, he 
was but little acquainted, and therefore referred the Court to the General's ,,..,;-::·- ---'"'·...,_ 
-0rd~rly bo~k'-t?at he. was ~ntirely unacquainted wit~ General Harmar's {( 'tl Alf D/>' ... 
motives for fendmg out the different detachments, and if thofe detachments h -'· < . ~, '-7/, ., "· 
were not properly f~~p?rted, it did not appear to him to be ~he fault of the ~\t.,,,.. ·· / .. "•,;-,,c:'·'.~>'' ., 
General, for the m1hua were a poor fet, and behaved very ill upon all occa- -\:\ v::_:,. ' .· ~~.~, 
fions-that after the firft aaion, he heard Major Paul of the Pennfylvania \, <,, · · f -:..__, 

militia fay-he hoped General Harmar would not put any confidence in them, " -;· ' , \'T 

for he was fore they would not fight. · . -,:. / 
~efi:ion. By General Harmar. When I was upon the return at Chilicothee, 


I ordered one of the militia to be whipped, I was informed that Colonel Trotter 

and Major M'Mullen faid I had no right to punilh them-did you hear me 

reprimand them for that conduB: ? 


Anfwer. After the man was punilhed, I heard you fay to Colonel Trotter 
and Major M'Mullen, that you would fend them both home with difgrace, for 
their bad conduB:. 

Enfign Arm.ftrong being fworn, depofed as follows-That the militia being 
ordered into battalions and organized in which he knew the General met with 
great difficulty-that the order of march and encampment could be better 
afcertained by a reference to the orderly book, than any thing he could add 
on the fubjeCl:-that the conduB: of the militia in every infi:ance feemed calcu­
lated to obftruB: every meafure adopted by General Harmar-that the conduB: 
of the General in every particular was perfea:Iy confiftent and uniform,· and 
every fi:ep taken by him appeared to be the diB:ates of prudence and fobriety­
that what induced the General to fend out the detachments was wholly unknown 
to him, and therefore unanf werable by him. · 

Captain Arm.ftrong being fworn, depofed-That on report being made to 
General Harmar, by Major M'Mullen and others, that the tracks of women 
and children had been feen on the route leading towards the Kickapoo towns, 
a North-weft courfe, and fuppofing the enemy had left their families and bag­
gage not far difi:ant from camp, Gen. Harmar, on the morning of OB:ober 18th, 
detached Colonel Trotter, Colonel Hall, Major Ray, and Major M'l\/Iullen, 
with thirty federal troops, the mounted infantry, part of the cavalry, and a 
detachment of militia, amounting in the whole to 300 men.-After they had 
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pi·oceeded about one mile, the cavalry gave chace to an Indian, who was 
mounted; him they bvertook and killed-befote they returned to the column, 
a fecond one appeared, on which the four field officers left their commands, 
and purfued, leaving the troops heat half an bout without any direB:ions 
whatever.-The cavalry came acrofs the fecond. Indian, and aftet wounding 
one of. their party, killed him alfo.-·\Vhen the infantry came up· to this place, 
they immediately fell into confu~on, which he gained permiffion to leave them 
foine · difrance brt the road, where he formed an ambufcade~-·After he had 
been fome time iit his fiation, a fellow on horfeback came to him, \vho had loft 
the party in purfuit of the firfr Indian; he was much frightened, arid faid he 
had been purfued by fifty mounted Indians.-That on his telling this flory to 
Colonel Trotter, notwithfranding his obfervations to him; he changed his rdute, 
marched iri various direaions until night, when he returned ta·camp.-That 
on their arrival in camp, General Harmar fent for him; and after anfwering 
him many queflions, ordered one fubaltern and twenty militia to join his com• 
mand.-With thofe he croifed the river St. Jofeph about ten at night, and with 
a guide proceeded to an Indian town, ~bout two miles difrant; . where he conti. 
nued with his party until morning of the 19th.-His party fired upon an Indian 
and retook from him two horfes.-About nine o'clock he joined the remainder 
of the detachment under Colonel Hardin.-They marched on the route Colonel 
Trotter had purfued the day before, and after palling a morafs about five miles 
diihnt, they came to where the enemy had encamped the day before.-Here 
they made a :fhort halt, and the commanding officer dif pofed of the parties at 
a difiance from each other; after a halt of half an hour, they were ordered 
to move on, and Captain Faulkner's company was left on· the ground;, the 
Cofone! having negleB:ed giving him orders to move on. After they had pro­
ceeded about three miles, they fell in with two Indians on foot, who threw off 
their packs, and the bruili being thick, made their efcape.-He then afked 
Colonel Hardin where Captain Faulkner was? He faid he was lofr, and then 
Jent Major Fontaine with part of the cavalry in fearch of him, and moved on 
with the remainder of the troops.-That fome time after he informed Colonel 
Hardin, a gun had fired in their front, which might be confidered as an alarm 
gun, and that he faw where .a horfe had come down the nnd, and returned 
again; but the Colonel frill 'moved on, giving no· orders, nor making any 
arrangements for an attack.-That fome time after he difcovered the enemy's 
fires at a difl:ance, and informed the Colonel, who replied, that they would 
not fight, and rode in front of the advance, until fired on from behind the fires; 
when he the Colonel retreated, and with him all ·the militia except nine, who 
continued with him, and were infrantly killed, with twenty-four of the federal 
troops-·that feeing his la fr man fall and being furrounded by the favages, he 
threw himfelf into a thicket and remained there three hours in day-light, during 
that time he had an opportunity of feeing the enemy pafs and repafs and con• 
ceived their numbers did not amount to one hundred men-that fome were 
mounted, others armed with rifles, and the advance with tomahawks only­
he was of opinion that had Colonel Trotter proceeded on the 18th agreeable 
to his orders; having killed the enemy's fentinels, they would have furprifed 
their canip and with eafe defeated them,· or had Colonel Hardin· atranged his 
troops, or made any military dif pofition on the 19th, that they \vould have 
gained a via:ory, their defeat he therefore afcribed to two caufes, the un-officer· 
like conduB: of Colonel Hardin (who he believed ·was a brave man) and the 
cowardly behaviour of the militia-many of them. threw down their arms 
loaded, and he believed that none except the party .under his' command fired a 
gun. ·what he faw of the conduct of the milicia on that day, and what he 
felt by being under the command of a man who wanted military talents, has 
caufed him to determine, that he would not willingly fight with the one, or be 
commanded by the other. That he referred the Court to the orderly-book 
which pointed out the line of march, encampment and battle. · . . . ·. . · 
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~efi:ion. By the" Court. Are you clearly of opinion that if the militia had 

done their duty, they were fully competent to have defeated the Indians? 
Anfwer. I think. they were fully fo. 
~efi:ion. By the Court. According to your ideas; as an officer of expe­

rience was the formation and arrangement of the different corps of the army 
by General Harmar at the commencement of the expedition judicious ? 

Anfwer. I think they were. . · 
~efi:ion. By the Court. Did the line of march appear to you to be a judi­

cious one, calculated for the protection of the army in all its parts ? 
Anfwer. I think fo. 
~efiion. By the Court. Do you think the mode of encampment was calcu­

lated both for defence and proted:ion ? -
Anfwer. As much fo as any one that could poffibly be adopted. 
~efiion. By the Court. Wh~t was your opinion of the General's order of 

battle? 
Anfwer. I think it was a judicious one. 

· ~eftion. By the Court. · Do you think that the making the detachment of 
the 2 dl was in its confequences ufeful to the return of the army ? 

Anfwer. I can judge from circumfiances only that we were not harraifed 
by the enemy afterwards. · 
- , ~efi:ion. By the Court. . Do you know if any detachment was made for 
the purpofe of fupporting Major Wyllys ? 

Anfwer. As foon as information of the Major's misfortune arrived in 
tamp, the General ordered all the troops under arms, but whether any de­
tachment was made from thein or not I don't know. 

~eftion. By the Court. Do you fuppofe that if General Harmar had 
ordered the army back, the militia would have gone? . . 
. Anfwer. I am of opinion that if a ferious attack had been made, that in 

fifteen minutes the militia would have deferted us and left the federal troops 

and artillery to be facrificed. 

- Q2efiioi1. By General Harmar. Do ·you tecolleB: the proceedings of the 

militia at Chilicothee on our return? 

· Anfwer. I recolled: your faying to Colonel Trotter and Major M'Mullen, 

that you would poft them in their country, for their un-foldier-like conduct 

and that they ought to be hanged. · · 


Enfign Shamburgh being fworn, depofed-That the organization of the 
army under General Harmar was, as far as he was capable of judging in 
military affairs, exceedingly well-That the march, encampment and order of 
battle were alfo in his opinion very well planned-that he was not capable of 
judging of the motives, which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 
2 1 ft OClober, but it was his opinion, at that time, that the General was appre­
henfive, that, as the Savages had been fuccefsful in the preceding engagements, 
they would hartafs his army on his return, in confequence thereof he ordered 
the party commanded by Major Wyllys in order to check them, which he be­
lieved had its effeCl-· he recolleCled that the different detachments fent out were 
numerous and. he believed fufficient to fight fuch number of Indians as were 
then together, ~~commanding officers thereof had taken more precaution, 
he had been told atTue time that Major Ray was ordered to fupport Major 
Wyllys, but he could not determine whether that officer had obeyed his orders. 
He obferved that the lofs of fo many pack-horfes, was owing to the negleCl of 
horfe"mafters, notwithftanding the repeated orders of the General on that 
head, it appeared to him as if they were parties concerned, and glad to lofe 
their horfes, becaufe they had a very great appraifement for the fame. He 
obferved that he did duty in the ordnance department at that time, and had fifty 
pack-horfes under his direaion, which gave him an opportunity to know the 
negligence and incapacity of both horfe-mafters and drivers. 

Q!!.eftion. By General Harmar. Do you think after the lafl detachmen~ was 
E 
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made under Major Wyllys and the remains of his party returned to camp, that 
the militia would have gone back if they had been ordered? . 

Anfwer. I think not. 
~eJlion. By the Court. "'as the appearance of the militia after the aB:ion 

of the :z Ifl: orderly or diforderly ? , 
Anfwer. Very diforderly. 

· Quefiion. By the Court. Was there any particular caufe afcribed that you 
heard of for their diforderly condua ? · 

Anfwer. Not that I know of, the militia both officers and men feemed de­
termined to go home, and faid frequently that ten federal regiments fhould not 
keep them. 

~eftion. By the Court. Did you obferve whether the militia were as well 
treated as the federal troops ? · · · 
· Allfwer. Perfea:Iy the fame .. 

Enfign Gaines (who was captain of horfe in General Harmar's expedition) 
being f worn, depofed-That on the expedition he was almoft every evening 
at General Harmar's tent until the 24th OB:ober, when he was detached for­
wards to Fort Wafhington, and that during the whole time he did not fee 
General Harmar in the leaft intoxiCated with liquor, but that on the contrary 
the General conduB:ed the army in a manner which in his eftimation did him 
great honour. He further obferved, that he had ferved on a number of expe­
ditions againJl the Savages, undertaken by the militia of Kentuckey, and that 
he never faw in any of them, the like good order and military arrangement 
which accompanied General Harmar's expedition-he alfo'obferved that the 
people in Kentuckey never alledged any charge againft General Harmar, until 
Colonel John Hardin had acquitted himfelf, before a Board of Enquiry of 
feveral charges exhibited againft him, refpeaing his conduB: on that expedi­
ti6n__.:.that the populace finding nothing they could fay to the prejudice of the 
Colonel would be believed, levelled their malice at General Harmar. He did 
not conceive that ~ny thing would have been faid againfi the General in that 
country, if a Baptift preacher's fon who refides there had not been whipped in 
the army for difobedience of orders. . 

~eftion. BJ the Court. I think you fay you have been in feveral expedi­
tions againft the Indians--did the militia who were with General Harmar con.­
duet better or worfe, than thofe in other expeditions ? 

'Anfwer: Much better, Sir. 
. ~dlion. By the Court. ·was you in the aB:ion of the 19th? 

Anfwer. I was. . · 
· ~eftion. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that if the militia had been 
properly arranged in that aaion, and would have fought, that they would have 
been fufficient to have defeated the Indians ? · 

Anfwer. Yes-for it appeared to me that the Indians were furprized-that 
if Colonel Trotter on the preceding day had not returned, he moft certainly 
mufi have been in their camp, and completely defeated them; for I had taken 
two of their fpies the day before, which appeared to be the only two they had 
out. 

~eftion. By the Court. Do you think that if General Harmar had ordered 
the army back, after the aaion of the 21 fr, that the militia would have gone ? 

Anfwer. They would not have gone willingly. I think in that cafe there 
:would have been danger of mutiny. \Vhen the militia of Major \Vyllys' de .. 
tachment were ordered to march, they appeared to be unwilling· to go, and 
fome were fo much fo-as to cry. 

~efiion. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that the movement of the de­
tachment under• Major Wyllys, . had a good effeB: in fecuring the army from 
being attacked and harraifed on its return ? 

Anfwer. I think it had a very good effect. 
~efiion. By the Court. Did the Indians ever attack you afterwards? 
Anfwer. Not while I continued with the army. ­
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· Captain Ajheton being f worn, depofed-That the organization of General 
Harmar's army was a fource of trouble and difficulty, arifi.ng from difputes 
among the militia officers for precedency; but when effeeted, was in all its parts 
fyfrematical.-That the organization of the army, the order of march, encamp­
ment, and battle, when duly confidered, cannot fail to raife the General in the 
eftimation of every military man.-That it had been bafely reported, that the 
General was in a ftate of intoxication nearly the whole of the campaign. This he 
aiferted to be a malicious falfehood; and he averred, that his perfonal conduet, 
.during that time will ever do him honour.-He faid the motives which influ­
enced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 2 1ft Oetober, could only be 
accounted for by the General himfelf: but he fuppofed, that the detachment un­
der Col. Hardin, was fent in confequence of information gained from a prifoner 
taken on the morning of the 13th, and from a Frenchman employed as a guide, 
who reported, that it was fomething more than half a day's ride from a place 
called the French Store (at which place the army encamped the night of the 
13th) to the l\faumee villages.-This detachment was fupported by the whole 
army, and moved off the ground at the fame time with as much rapidity as pof­
fible, and arrived at the villages on the 17th, where the army encamped. On 
the morning ofthe 18th, I mounted guard in front of the encampment. In the 
courfe ofthat day, I was informed that a detachment of 300 men was ordered 
out under Colonel Trotter, with three days provifion, with orders to fcour the 
country; but they returned the fame evening to camp, without effeeting any 
thing. Colonel Hardin, pifgufted at the conduet of Colonel Trotter, and 
anxious to retrieve the loft honour of his countrymen, folicited the fame com­
mand, which was granted.· He marched on the morning of the 19th, while 
he was yet on guard, and was defeated the fame day by the lndians.-He could 
not fay what influenced the General to fend out a detachment on the 2 dl, but 
he obfcrved that the Indians were flufhed with fuccefs in the aCtion of the 19th. 
-Th1t it had become neceffary to give them a fudden check, in order to pre­
vent the army from being harraifed on its return; and that if this was the 
General's intention, he was fully perfuaded it had it's defired effeet. On the 
2. ift, the army marched eight miles from the Maumee villages on it's return; 
late that night a corps of 340 militia, and fi.xty of the federal troops under the 
command of Major.Wyllys, were detached, that they might gain the vicinity 
of the Maumee villages before morning, and furprize any Indians who might 
be found there. The detachment marched in three columns, the federal troops 
in the centre, at the head of which he was pofted, with Major Wyllys and 
Colonel Hardin in his front-the militia formed the columns to the right and 
left. From feveral delays, occafioned by the militia's halting, they did not 
reach the banks of the Omcc till fame t,ime after fun rife. The f pies then difco­
vered the enemy, and reported to Major Wyllys, who halted the federal troops, 
and moved the militia on fome diilance in front, where he gave his orders and 
plan of attack to the feveral commanding officers of corps-thofe orders were 
not communicated to him-that Major· Wyllys referved the command of the 
federal troops to himfelf. Major Hall with his battalion was direCted to take 
a circuitous route round the bend of the Omee river, crofs the Pickaway Fort 
(orSt. Mary's) which brought him direB:ly in the rear of the enemy, and there 
wait until the attack fhould commence with Major M'Mullen's battalion, Major 
:Fontaine's cavalry, and Major Wyllys with the federal troops, who all croffed 
the Omce at, and near the common fording place. After the attack commenced, 
the troops were by no mearis to feparate, but were to embody, or the batta­
lioJ?.S to fupport each other as circumftances required. From this dif pofition it 
appeared evident, that it was the intention of Major Wyllys to furr6und the 
enemy, and that if Colonel Hall, who had gained his ground undifcovered 
had not wantonly difobeyed his orders, by firing on a fi.ngle Indian, the fur: 
prize muft have been complete. The Indians then fled with precipitation the· 
battalions of militia purfuing in different direaions .. Major Fontaine m~de a 
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charge upon a fmall party of Savages; he fell the frrfl fire, and his troops dif­
perfed. The federal troops who were then left unfupported, became an eafy 
facrifice to much the largefl party of Indians that had been feen that day. It 
was his opinion that the misfortunes of that day, were owing to the feparation 
of the troops, and difobedience of orders. After the federal troops were de­
feated, and the firing in all quarters nearly ceafed, Colonel Hall and Major 
~'Mullen, with t~eir ba~talions, me~ in the town, and after difcharging, clean­
mg and frefh loadmg their arms, which took up about half an hour, proceeded 
to join the army unmolefted. He was convinced that the detachment if it 
had been kept embodied, was fuflicient to have anfwered the fulleft ex'peB:a­
tions of the General, and needed no fupport; but that he was informed a 
battalion under Major Ray, was ordered out for that purpofe . 
. ~eflion. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that if the General had ordered 

the army back, that the militia would have gone? · 
Anfwer. I do not think they would, 
Lieutenant Kerfey being fworn, depofed-That when the militia arrived at 

Fort Wafhington, they were formed into battalions and properly organized. 
He knew that General Harmar had a great deal of difficulty to get them ar• 
ranged; their arms and accoutrements were in very bad order. He wifhed to 
refer the Court to the General's orderly book for information relative to the 
order of march. In his opinion General Harmar's conduB: was uniform, fteady; 
and fober during the whole expedition.· He was alfo of opinion, that the detach­
ment of the 14th, was in confequence of information received from a prifoner, 
taken the morning before, which was, that the enemy were running away; and 
the detachment of the· 19th, was to gain fame knowledge of them, and the 
detachment of the 2 1 fl, was to furprize and take advantage of them; which 
in his opinion would have happened, had the militia attended to the direB:ions 
andplan laid down for that enterprize. He obferved that the reduced ftate of 
the pack-horfes, notwithftanding every attention was paid to fecure and keep 
them in good condition, rendered it impoffible for the army to take any ad van• 
tage of the enemy.-The militia had proved that they were not to be depended 
upon; their daftardly behaviour in three infrances, defrroyed every confidence 
the General had in them. He therefore determined to return, and not to 
hazard another engagement unlefs the enemy came in reach of the main body. 
That the army took up the march to return to Fort '\Vafhington, and it was 
with great difficulty that the General kept them together until they arrived there. 

. ~eftion. By the Court. From your knowledge of fervice, is it your opi• 
nion that the organization of the army was judicious ? 

Anfwer. I think it was. 
~eflion. By the Court. Do you think that all the movements of the army 

were fo conneB:ed, as to be able to fuftain each other in cafe of attack by. the 
enemy? . 

Anfwer•. I think they were. · . 
. ~eftion. By the Court. Do you think, that through the courfe of the cam .. 

paign, the General's conduB: was open and decifive throughout? 
Anfwer. I think it was. 
~eftion. By the Court. Was the conduB: of the. militia tolerably regular, 

on their advance towards the Maumee towns? , 
Anfwer. It was more regular than it was on the return; but it was very 

irregular. 
~eftion. By the Court. Do you fuppofe that it was neceifary to make the 

detachment of the z 1ft, in order to prevent the Indians harraffing the army on 
its return? 

Anfwer. I think it was, and for that purpofe. 
~efiion. By the Court. If the General had ordered the army to return to 

the towns, after Major vVyllys's misfortune, would the militia have gone? 
Anfwer. I think they would not-they would have mutinied. 
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92efiion. By the Court. Was the army harraffed by the Indians after the 

21fr on its return ? 
Anfwer.. Not to my knowledge, I believe there was not one feen. 

The Court adjourned to meetat 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SEPTEMBER 21fi.-The Court met according to adjournment. 

Major Heart was fworn, and depofed-That General Harmar's conducr on 
his expedition in OCl:ober 1790, was at all times fieady, calm, and deliberate, 
and was always attentive to the arrangements and applications made to him, 
and to the informations given, as far as came under pis obfervation-that he 
was often at his quarters and marched in front of the right column, which 
was generally within fifty yards of him-That the organization of the army 
being publifhed in the daily orders, .would f peak for itfelf, he however never 
heard an individual find fault with it, during the campaign, or point out any 
defecrs, except in the commiffary and pack-horfe departments, and in thofe the 
execution, and not the arrangements were found fault with-that the order of 
march ·was in three columns, covered with front, rear and flank guards, which 
.order was generally preferved, and as well executed, as could be expeCl:ed 
with a body .compofed moftly of militia, and embarraffed with pack-horfes­
.that the encampment was in a fquare with the baggage, horfes, cattle and 
llores in center-guards were pofied in fuch manner as to fonn a line of 
fentries rnund the whole, field officers appointed to difpofe thofe guards, and 
to fee duty well done, and they were fo difpofed as to prevent furprize, and had 
the horfe department followed orders would have fecured the horfes-as they 
had not occafion to form the line of battle, he could not determine how it 
would have been executed, but it was fimple, eaf y to be underftood, and 
univerfally-approved-With ref peer to making the detachments he had never 
been in council, and could only ailign fuch motives as offered themfelves at 
the time from a concurrence of circumftances-The detachment of the 14th 
he prefumed at that time was made in confequence of information obtained 
from a prifoner, that the Indians were confufed and difiracred in their councils, 
and was defigned to furprize them, prevent their concerting meafures to unite, 
and attack them and not give them time to fecure their provifions and property, 
and that the defired efFeCl: \llras anf wered, fo far as to prevent their fecuring fo 
much as they would otherways have done-The whole army was put in motion 
the moment the detachment moved off, and followed with as much rapidity as 
artillery . and fiores would admit of, to fopport the detachment-That the 
'detachment of the 19th was made in confequence of repeated information of 
having difcovered a trail of men, women, and children, and on the fullefi: 
affurance as he was then informed, that the detachment was adequate for 
attacking the party they were in quefi: of, a corps de referve was ordered but 
never came up, it was dark before information was brought to the General 
that the party were defeated, and a fupport could not be fent that night-a 
detachment was ordered to march next morning, but for what purpofe,. he 
could not fay.-The detachment of the 21fr he had every reafon to believe was 
made on the general fyfiem, viz. to find the enemy, and give them a check, 
to prevent their attacking and harrailing the army, on the retreat, and on that 
principle the detaching was inevitable-he did not know that any fupport was 
ordered; he was on the left, but he knew that the greater ·part of the detach­
ment came in very foon after the intelligence of the defeat was brought, and 
it was too late for giving any affifiance. He did not expecr that the General 
would make a detachment to fupport them, after the repeated proofs that the 
militia would not fiand, and he prefumed the fituation of the horfes would not 
admit of returning with the army. He fuppofed the detachment calculated to 
cover itfelf, and doubtlefs would have happily fucceeded, had the right and 
left columns obeyed the orders which it is faid, Major "\Vyllys had given. He 
knew of no one circumfiance in the General's conducr during the expedition 

F . 
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which ought to injure his reputation, and tho' the misfortunes of the 2 dl were 
to be lamented, yet he believed the falvation of the remainder of the army, the 
baggage and frores, were due only to the making that detachment. 
_ ~efl:ion. By the Court. On the arrival of the troops in camp who were 
defeated on the 21fr, do you think from the frate of mind the militia were irr, 
that if the General had ordered the army back the militia would have gone ? 

Anfwer. I do not know whether they would or not, but if they had gone, 
and not having any place to retreat to, I am of opinion they would have fled 
as foon as they were attacked and have left the federal troops to be facrificed. 

The Court then adjourned to to-morrow morning nine o'clock. 

SEPTEMBER 22d.-The Court having met according to adjournment direCl:ed 
the Recorder to write the following letter to his Excellency General St. Clair. 

SIR; 

I AM direCl:ed by the Court of Enquiry now fitting in this place, to inform 
your Excellency that the Court have gone through the examination of all the 
witneifes, that have been adduced, and that thofe from Kentuckey that were 
referred to in your Excellency's letter to the Prefident of the Court have not 
appeared-the Court are now ready to clofe their proceedings, unlefs your 
Excellency has information of any further evidence being ready, of which the 
Court beg to be informed. 

I have the honor to be, 
with the mofr perfea refpea, 

your Excellency's 
Fort W afhington, mofl: obedient fervant, 

September 22, 1791• WINSLOW \VARREN, 
Recorder to the Court. 

To his Excellency General St. Clair. 

To which letter his Excellency General St. Clair fent the following anfwer. 

Fort Wajhington, September 22, 1791. 
SIR·' 

You will pleafe to inform the Court, that I know of no evidences here, 
other than thofe that have been before them, and that it is not probable thofe 
from Kentuckey will come forwards, I therefore fee no reafon why the pro~ 
ceedings fhould not be clofed. · 

I am, Sir, . . 
your very humble fervant, 

Mr. Warren, . AR. ST. CLAIR• 
Recorder to the Court of Enquiry. 

Soon after the following letter was received• 

SIR, 

SINCE I wrote to you a moment ago, I have been informed that it is pro.. 
bable, more tefiimony will be offered to the Court in the courfe of this day. 
If the Court then have not already clofed their proceedings, I wifh they_would 
be pleafed to defer it until to-morrow morning, of which you pleafe to inform 
them. . . . . . I am, Sir, · 

your humble fervant, . · 
September 22, 1791. . · AR. ST. CLAI~. 

Mr. Warren. 

To which the following anfwet was returned. 
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Fort Wajhington, September 22, 1791. 

SIR, 

I AM direCl:ed by the Prefident of the Court of Enquiry' to inform your 
Excellency, that in confequence of the laft letter with which you was pleafed 
to honor them, they have adjourned, to meet to-morrow nine o'clock A~ M:. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient fervant, 

,WINSLOW WARREN. 
His Excellency General St. Clair. 

The Court then adjourned to September 23d, nine o'clock A. M. 

SEPTEMBER 23d.-The Court met according to adjournment-and no fur.:: 
ther Evidences appearing, came to a refolution to clofe their proceedings. 

The Court having deliberately confidered the Evidence before them feparately, 
and aggregately, are unanimous in the following opinion : 

Firjl. That the perfonal condua of the faid Brigadier General Harmar, was 
irreproachable. 

Second. That the organization of the army, was calculated to fupport har..: 
mony, and give mutual confidence to the feveral parts: · 

'Third. That the order of march (a copy of which is annexed to thefe pro­
ceedings) was perfealy adapted to the country through which the army had 
to pafs. 

Fourth. That the order of encampment and battle (plans of which are alfo 
fubjoined) were judicious, and well calculated to give fecurity to the camp, 
energy to the troops, in cafe of attack, and fimple in it's execution. 

Fifth. That there were juft reafons for the detachments of the 14th and 
I 9th of Oetober; that the detachment of the 2 I ft, was made on good princi­
ples, and had the defigned eff ea of fecuring the return of the army, and pre­
venting the enemy from harraffing their rear-That the General had ordered 
fupport for the faid detachment in time, but that his orders were not properly 
executed-And that the conduCl: of the faid Brigadier General Jofiah Harmar 
merits high approbation. 

RICHARD BlJTLER, Major General, 
PRESIDENT. 

Atteft, 
WINSLOW WARREN, lieut. and Adjutant~ 

to 2d United States Regiment, Recorder 
to the Court. '· 

The Depofitions No. 1, 2, 3, 4, have been handed in and read to the Court; 
they have thought proper to fubjoin them to their proceedings for your Excel­
lency's information. 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 
Camp about thirty-one miles from Fort Wajhington, on the waters 

of the Little Miami,-OE!ober 3, 1790. 

AS the Army is now affembled, the fol!owing line of march is to be obferved, 
VlZ. 

0 R D E R OF M A R c H. 

Spies a'!!_ Guides. 

II...-... 


. Ad·vance Company.


1 ~ 
1 ...-... 1 
Pioneers. 
~ 

Cavalry. : : Cavalry.II 
·,-.. 

M'Mullen's. . .f:f Battalion of Kentuckey l\1ilitia. 1 . . 
...-.... ............ ,.-... . 


FEDERAL TROOPS. . .._, ll i.: ..__, • 

1l~ I u1 J. . o ..: I 

,...,.. +.<i:: ­

' _.•'Ammunition. 
' '-' •. 


.. .
II · ... . . ·. 
11 

~·. 
' •• ~ - •• • < '~ ~ 

.~ . OJJL~s B~ggag;, C5c. I 
~--~ . . . I '"::;.. .:::.,,':;:.. 
~ ~ II . . · .'. ~ ·~·~. · .-~~ ... "' 

~ ~ ,. . • .• .. .. ;;:.:."! ~ 

~ilL!;:andSa~. l~~i 
~~I II~:~ 

:..·.·}~--- I· . Cattle. · .. ~ .. ~f 
·11 t t t t t ! t ' " 111 

i t i t t t t 
•. 

·11· t t t t t t t 11 

...-... ttttttt 
Hall's Battalion of Kentuckey ]i.Jilitia•

. l 1 '1 . 
...-.. ...-.. ...-.. 

Rear Guard. 
!I 
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The following is the Order of Encampment.. . . 

ORDER·oF ENCAMPMENT. 

Front Guard .. . . . 
of 30 Militia. 

.; 
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Cavalry • M•Mullen's Battalion. Cavalry. 

~·1  
Military Stores. i-~ r=' ~- l~I 
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 11 f
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I Flour, &c. 

.. . ..... 

. .******* * .. :cattle.:. . 
* *••••••• . . . . . ... . 

" Major Ha/J's Battalion of Militia. 

Rear Guard 

.....(lq ..1-3 p-' 
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of 30 Militia. 

G The 
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The following is the Order ~f Battle. 

o R·n ER o;:.BA.TT LLE. 

: ~In cafe ef an Attack in Front: . · 
Truby a~d Paul. Major Wyllys. Major M•Mullen. - Major Doughty. Major- ~~+~~--- +~ +~11:; 

Mounted Cavalry. Cavalry. Mounted 

·Riflemen; 
Pack~bo~s and Cattle. 

t t t t t t t** & + + >!-. + . 
•• ** ca ·ttttt++--­;i; . ' . 1- .. -+ +· + ......
*""· u ... t t t tt t t 

+ + + + + I ~ • 

Major_J1q_ll~~- B_attalion• 

... 
0 

:§ 

... 
0 

'(;'

::s 
Cavalry • 

* * * * * * * * 

In caf e of an Attack 
at Night, the Troops 
form infide the Fires. 

C). ' 
- <:> 
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NUJ\JBER I. 

Territory of the United States, ( 
North-weft of the River Ohio. 5 

. CALEB ~ORLEY;·of the county of Fayette, in the difiricr of Ken­
tuckey, Lieutenant in Colonel Paterfon' s battalion of Kentuckey militia, maketh 
oath and faith-·-That this. Deponent ferved as Lieutenant in a battalion of 
Kentuckey inilitfa, commanded by Major M'Mullen, on the late expedition 
undertaken againft the Savages of the Omee towns-and that he, this Depo­
nent had very frequent opportunities of feeing and converfing with Brigadier 
General Harmar, who commanded the whole forces fo employed. And this 
Deponent faith, that he never did, to the beft of his knowledge, fee the faid 
General Harmar in a ftate of intoxication, nor wanting in that duty and atten­
tion, which he owed to the fafety and oi:-der of the troops under his command. 
And further faith not. G. \iVoRLEY. 

SwoRN the fifth day of May one thoufai:rd l 
feven hundred and ninety-one, at Cin- J 
cinnati in the county of Hamilton, beforeJ 
me George Turner, one of the judges in 
and over the territory aforefaid. 

G. TURNER. 

NUMBER II. 


Territory of the United States, ( 
·North-weft of the River Ohio. 5 
· · JOHN THORP, foperintendant of artificers in the army of the United 

States, now ferving at Fort Wafhington in the county of Hamilton, maketh 
oath and faith, That he this deponent commanded the corps of Pioneers on 
the late expedition againft the Omee towns under the command of Brigadier 
General Jofiah Harmar ;-that during the whole march of the forces fo under 
the faiq General Harmar's command, both advancing and returning, it 
appeared to him this deponent, that the faid General conducred himfelf in a 
regular and truly military manner :-that the General's deportment was on 
all occafions n-0 lefs regular, becoming and military, while in camp, than on 
the march, to the beft .of this deponent's knowledge and belief; and that, 
Blthough it was ~ part of this deponent's duty to attend perfonally on the 
General early every morning, and alfo at the encampment every night, yet he 
this Jepon.ent does not remember that he ever perceived the faid General 
Harmar in a ·ftate -0f intoxication <luring the whole expedition, but; on the 
.contrary, verily believes, that he, the faid General Harmar's conducr through­
out the expedition, was marked with great fobriety and eminent vigilance. 

JoHN THORP. 

SwoRN atFort Walhington aforefaid, the} 
. twenty-feventh day of April in the year 

of our Lord o.ne tho.ufand feven hundred · 

.. ·arid ninety-one, before me, one of the 

· judges .in and over the territory aforefaid. 


G. TURNER. 
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NUMBER III. 
Territory of the United States ( r, 

North-weft of the River Ohio .. SJs. 
· ·wILLIAM ·wELLS, of the North-Bend in the county Of Hamilton, 

Efquire, one of the judges of the common-pleas held in and for the faid 
county, and fuperintendant of Commi{fary's fiores during the late expedition 
againft the Omee Savages, being duly f worn, maketh oath and faith as follows, 
that is to fay: Firfl this deponent, faith that the duties of his late appointment 
as fuperintendant aforefaid, required him to be about the perfon of the Ge• 
neral commanding the troops on that expedition, every morning and night­
and that the faid commanding General (Jofiah Harmar, Efquire) uniformly 
appeared to him this deponent in a fiate of fobriety competent to the tran­
facrion of any bufmefs pertaining to his fiation. And farther this deponent 
faith not:. w ILLIAM '\VELLS. 

SwoRN at .Cincinnati in the county of Hamilton,) 
and territory aforefaid, this nineteenth <lay of}
May one thoufand feven hundred and ninety­
one, before me George Turner, Efquire, one 
of the judges in and over the faid territory. 

NUMBER IV. 

The AFFIDAVIT of Colonel JoHN HARDIN, taken in confequence of a 
Court of Enquiry to be held at Fort Wafhington, refpeB:ing the condua of 
Drihadier General Harmar, on the expedition againfi the Maumee Towns, 
in Oaober I 790. , 

Tm s deponent being firfl fworn, depofeth and faith,-'That on his 
arrival with the Kcntuckey militia at the mouth of Licking, he commenced an 
acquaintance with General Harmar, found from his converfation that he had 
the good of his country and the expedition very much at heart ; bufinefs was 
carried on regular and with as much expedition as the nature of the cafe 
\Vould admit. About the firfl of OB:ober we proceeded on our march: after 
the line of march was formed the General iifued his orders regularly, and 
obferved very firialy that they were executed; on our march there was an 
Indian prifonertaken, who gave information, that the Indians and French were 
repairing the old fort at the Maumee town, and that the Indians were not 
likely to get any of the neighbouring tribes to join them; this prifoner alfo in­
formed us they did not know that General Harmar had any artillery: After 
receiving this information the General and this Deponent confulted upon the 
matter, and it was agreed to detach fix hundred men, leaving all their. heavy 
baggage and march rapidly to the towns, hoping that the enemy_ would fly to 
their fort provided the artillery was not· difcovered; and that fix .hundred rank 
and file would be fufficient to keep them in their fort until General Harmar 

·arrived with. the artillery and balance of the army. Accordingly when the 
General was informed by the guides, that they were within thirty or thirty-five 
miles of the towns, there was a detachment ordered to make ready with all 
poffible expedition ; thofe orders were fo pleafing .to the officers that they dif­
puted who fhould go, and fome caft lots in order ·to fettle the difpute; this 
deponent being honoured with the command, left the General with his detach­
ment, and faw him no more until he arrived at the Mauinee village, which he 
thinks was about three or four days after he left him, during which time he 
heard no complaints of General Harmar. After the General's arrival at the 
Maumee village and the Indians all fled, he expreifed a very great defi.re to make 
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his route by the Weaw towns on the Wabafh; for this purpofe there was a 
council ordered to be held, but before the council met, finding the Indians had 
fiole the night before a number of the -pack-horfes and fame of the light­
horfemen's horfes, there was a fiop put to the bufinefs, and the thoughts of 
the route by the vVeaw towns laid afide. There was an old French captive that 
was taken informed us the Indians were fcattered in the woods, and were not 
able by any means to fight us, and that they had not got any affifl:ance from 
other tribes ; this induced this deponent to folicit the General for a command 
of about three or four hundred men, to range the woods for ten or twelve 
miles, which he granted, and ordered the three hundred men to be furnifhed 
with three days provifions, thefe orders were as pleafing to the officers and 
foldiers as the former ; Colonel Trotter infifl:ed he had been promifed a com­
mand, and as it appeared this would be produCl:ive of fomething very clever, he 
wifhed to be indulged with the command of the detachment then ordered out, 
which was granted by the General, this deponent confenting thereto ; Colo­
nel Trotter marched on the morning of the 18th of Oaober, equipt for a 
tour of two or three days, in order to hunt up Indian camps; he returned 
on the evening of the fame day, at the time the General and the deponent 
was about fixing of guards in . order to captivate any of the enemy that 
might come. to ileal horfes: the General appeared much difpleafed with the 
condua of Colonel Trotter and ordered the fame party out again that evening, 
and for this deponent to go next morning and take charge of them ; this 
deponent agreeable to the orders given, colleCl:ed what he could of the party 
next morning, and _after proceeding about ten miles fell in with a party of· 
Indians, who began a very briik fire on the detachment, who retired without 
making but very little refifl:ance, notwithfianding all the exertions to prevent 
them :--this deponent when he returned to camp informed the General what 
had happened, that it was owing to the cowardly behaviour of the militia, and 
infifled ort ·;another party's being fent to the battle grouD:d; the General 

.: ~nformed th~s deponent he would let him know in the morning. Accordingly 
he told him that he ha~d not compleated the object that he was ordered to do, 

'and that if any thing fhould happen tO prevent him, he fhould be reflected on, 
as he had been in poifeffion of the towns fo long and had not defhoyed them, 

· that he would firfl: give orders for that purpofe, and then he would be better 
able to judge what was belt to be done; on the morning of the 20th orders were 
given for 'dcftroying of the towns, vrhich was executed accordingly; at this 

: time the_ men appeared more timid than before; the General told this depo­
nent he thought it would not arh"wer a good purpofe to go to the battle ground, 

·as the mens fpirits appe·ared to be very low at the· hearfay of fo many men 
being killed, and that the fight of the mangled bodies would make them much 
more fo, and the Indians if not able to fight us would be gone, and that he 
fhould give orders to take up the line of march to Fort \Vafhington: accordingly 
on the morning of the 21 ft we left the towns and began our march for the 
mouth of Licking, in about eight or nine miles encamped. The night being 
very clear and the moon giving light, this deponent informed the General that 
he thought it would be a good opportunity to fl:eal _a march on the I::idians , as 
he had reafon to believe they returned to the towns as foon as they knew the 
army had left it. The General did not appear fond of fending a party back, 
but this deponent urged the matter informing the General that as he had been 
unfortunate the other day he wifhed to have it in his power to pick the militia 
and try it again, and at the fame time endeavoured to account for the mens not 
figh~ing, and defired an opportunity to retrieve the credit of the militia; the 
General appeared not to be of opinion the enemy would return fo foon, but 
told this deponent he might take about one hundred men and go back ; this 
deponent replied he did not wifh to go back with lefs than five or fix hundred 
men ; the General anfwered that the troops were very much fatigued,_ and that 
it would not anfwer any valuable purpofe to fend fo many men; this deponent 
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then left the General; in about half an hour he was fent for, when the General 
informed him that he intertded to fend Major \Vyllys back with all the federal 
troops that could be fpared, faying at the fame time they were the men that 
would ftand to the work; and that he wanted about one hundred of your beft 
militia; after fome converfation between the General and this deponent, the 
latter went to Major Wyllys and told him he did not like his going back with fo 
few men; the Major alfo thinking the· number too few~ wilhed this deponent 
to fpeak to the General on the fubjefr, which was done ; Major M'1\Iullen and 
Major Hall were then fent for and the defign made known to them; they both 
appeared well pleafed with the affair; it was then propofed what number of 
men would be fufficient, this deponent recommending from four to fix hundred, 
they both concluded that four hundred men was fully fufficienf; the. General 
feemed perfefrly fatisfied that any number of troops that were thought adequate 
to the purpofe fhould be ordered ; accordingly four hundred men confifting of 
fixty regulars, three hundred foot militia and forty horfemen rank and file 
'properly officered were ordered to be ready to march at midnight; this deponent 
wa~ honored with the command of the militia. The troops marched agreeable 
to orders about two o'clock, and after proceeding to the towns they fell in 
with a party of Indians, a battle enfued (the refult of which is generally 
known) as they returned, about one and a half miles before we got to camp, 
this deponent fent a horfeman forward to inform the General what was done, 
and very fhortly after he had difpatched this horfeman, met Major Ray with 

·about thirty men,. who inform' d him. there had come a horfeman into camp, 
and had .acquainted the General that the· party was nearly all cut off, that the 
General had fent him with what men he could get out of the militia. to meet 
wh:lt had efcaped of the detachment,' that thofe •vith him was all that .would 

"turn out ; ··this deponent informed the Major otherwife and requefted him to 
wait until Major M'Mullen, . Major Hall, and Major .Ormfby. fhould come_up, 
that they were but a fmall diftance behind and' he would go forward to the 
'General. \Vhen this·d~ponent arrived at camp and informed the General 
"what was done he 'appeared to be well fatisfied; he alfo afked the .General if 
he would ·not fend back .another party to keep poffeilion of the battle ground, 

·. he replied he would not divide his army any more,• when this deponent infifted 
on the whole army's marching back (no perfon being prefent except the 
General, Major Doughty and this deponent) the- General anfwercdt you fee 
the fituation of the army, we are now fcarcely able to move our b?.ggagc;, it 
'will fake up three days to go and return to this place,. we have no more, forage 
for our horfes, and .if the Indians intend to collefr~ which he apprehended 

·.they would from their fuccefs on the 19th, it would give them a great oppor­
tunity; that they had got a very good fcourging, and he would keep the army 
in perfeff readinefs to receive them fhould they think propei: to follow, and 

· finally concluded that· under the prefent ciicumflances, it was beft · to. move 
forward to Fort \Vafhington, and if the Indians did follow he would ~ake 
every exertion in his po"·.ver to defeat their intentions; Major Doughty appeared 
perfectly to agree with the General in opinion. The bounds of the camp were 
made· lefs; the ariny continued at the fame camp until next motning, orders 
were given to march at the ufual : hour which was· eight o'clock; during this 
time this deponent never heard any perfon exprefs a defire to go back to the 
towns, excepttwo foldiers of Major Ray's party by the names of 1\liller and 

·Hammond. Next morning at the hour.appointed to n'.l.arch the Ge11(!ral moved 
with the front of the army' and halted at a very fmall diftance, litters· not being 
ready for all the wounded ; this deponent with the rear-guard and many others 

r did not leave the camp until ten o'dock, when. they. moved on and joine4 the 
army,· the whole then proceeded on towards l"ort \Vafuington, with· as much 
regularity as :was:.obferved in going out, until we came to the.old Chilacothy 
on little· Miami, when a number of the militia contrary to orders fired off their 
guns, this deponent endeavoured to put a ftop to fuch diforderly behaviour, 



( ) 

and commanded that thofe offenders that could be taken fhould be punifhed 
agreeable to general orders, and having caught a foldier himfelf in the very 
alt of firing his gun, ordered a file of men to take him immediately and carry 
him to the fix pounder, and for the drummer to tye him up and give him fix 
lafhes ; this deponent was fhortly after met by Colonel Trotter and Major 
M'Mullen, and a number of militia foldiers, who in an abrupt manner afked 
him by what authority he ordered that foldier whipt, he replied in fupport of 
general orders ; on which a very warm dif pute enfued between Colonel Trotter, 
Major M'Mullen and this deponent; the General being informed of what had 
happened came forward and gave Colonel Trotter and Major M'l\follen a 
very fevere reprimand, ordered the federal troops to parade, and the drummer 
to do his d~ty, f wearing he would rifque his life in fupport of his orders, the 
man received the number of lafhes ordered, and feveral that were confined 
were fet at liberty ; numbers of the mpitia feem'd much pleafed with what was 
done; this intended mutiny being foon quafh'd the army proceeded in good 
order to Fort Vlaihington. When the army arrived at the mouth of Licking 
the General informed this deponent he had determined to arreft fome of the 
militia officers, for their bad conduCl and fend them home with difgrace; but 
this deponent oppofed his intention, alledging that it would be a difgrace to the 
whole militia, that he would perhaps ftand in need of their affiftance on fome 
future occa:fion, and it would four their minds and caufe them to turn out 
with reluB:ance, and that his difcharging them generally with honor perhaps 
would anfwer a better purpofc, the General readily indulged the requeft of this 
deponent. This deponent further obferves, that during the expedition he never 
heard officer nor foldicr find fault or give the moft diftant hint of being dif­
pleafed with the General's condult in any refpea, nor charge him with 
cowardice or drunkennefs, and expelted the General had given general fatis­
faaion, and what more confirm'd his opinion, was after their arrival at Fort 
Wafhi.ngton the General invited all the field and fame other officers to dine 
with him, amongfr whom was Colonel Trotter, Major Doughty, Major Hall, 
and Major M'Mullen; dinner being over wine was introduced, the General 
fl:epping out on fome occafion Major Hall propofed drinking his health, it was 
unanimouily agreed to, and with as much cheerfulnefs as any other health that 
was propofed; this deponent continued at Fort \Vafhington a few days after, 
and never heard any perfon fpeak a difref peltful word of General Harmar, or 
find fault in the leaft with his condua whilft on the expedition. \V"hen this 
deponent returned home in Kentuckey, hearing fuch reports refpelting the 
expedition was much amazed, but concluded it arofe from a want ofknowledge 
and proper information or from prejudice. This deponent further faith, that 
he looked on General Harmar to be a very brave and experienced officer. 
And further faith not. JoHN HARDIN. 

NELSON, ~fs· 
THis day came Colonel John Hardin before me a jufiice of the peace for 

faid county, and made oath, that the above affidavit was juft and 
true to the beft of his knowledge, and fubfcribed his name in my 
prefence. Given under my hand this fourteenth day of September 
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one. joHN CALDWELL. 

I have read the above affidavit, and what comes within my knowledge of it, I 
kn,ow to be true, and the reft I believe to be true. Given under my hand this 
fifteenth of September one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one. 

STEPHEN ORMSBY. 

SwoRN to before me a juflice of the peace for Nelfon county. 
BENJAMIN FRYE. 
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