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• 
PREFACE. 

This Manual has been p~pared, in order to present, in compact and conve­
nient form, the important Political Facts of the period to which it refers. It 
will be found to contain :Messages, Proclamations, Orders, Telegrams, Speeches, 
Dills, Propositions, Reports, Constitutional Amendments, Votes, Platforms, and 
sundry :Miscellaneous Matters required to make the Record complete. 

It is necessarily confined to those facts which illustrate the positions of parties; 
and to those proposit:ons upon which votes were taken, and to the more significant 
of the latter class. Much material, interesting in itself as part of the history of 
the times, and as showing the precise views of persons, has been omitted, in 
obedience to this rule. I hope, in a future work, to develop these various features 
of current history. 

The action of all parties on Reconstruction will be found full, and especially 
pertinent to present issues. This Record covers the agency of the President, 
the responses of the people of the lately insurrectionary States, and the judgm(;Ilt 
of Congress, with the elaborated views of each. 

The Tabular Statements at the close of the Volume have been prepared with 
direct reference to the topics to be discussed this fall. That giving the Votes 
on each Tariff since, and including that of, 1816, by States and Sections, will be 
conceded to be a valuable and intuesting contribution to the history of the 
subject; and that respecting Representation, and the effect of proposed Amend­
ments to the Constitution, will be of .highest utility. " 

A glance at the Table of Contents will show the scope of the Work, and the 
variety of facts embraced. In the votes given, the names of Democrats are placed 
in italic, that results may be readily analyzed-. 

The whole Manual, it is hoped, will be found adapted to the purposes which 
prompted its preparation. 

EDWARD McPHERSON. 
WASHINGTON CITY, July 12, 1866. 
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POLITICAL ~IANUAL FOR 1866. 


I. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WE the People of the United States, in order to 
form a more l?erfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to our­
selves and our Posterity, do ordain and estab­
lish this CONSTITUTION for the United States 
of America. ' 

ARTICLE I. 
SECTION 1. All legislative Powers herein 

granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
. United States, which shall consist of a Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

SEc. 2. The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of Memhers chosen every second Year 
by the People of the several States, and the Elec­
tors in each State shall have the Qualifications 
requisite for Electors of the most numerous 
Branch of the State Legislature. 

No Person 5hall be a Representative who 
shall not have attained to the Age of twenty­
five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when 

· elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which 
he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be ap­
portioned among the several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers, which shall be deter­
mined by adding to the whole Number of free 
Persons, including those bound to Service for a 
Term of Yea'rs, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three fifths of all other Persons. The actual 
Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 

. United States, and within every subsequent 
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they 
shall by Law direct. The Number of Re1:re­
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
Thousand, but each State shall h'ave at Least 
one Representative; and until such enumera­
tion shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 
shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts 
eig)it, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jer­
sey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, 
South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

· When vacancies happen in the Representation 
from any State, the Executive Authority. there­

of shall issue Writs of Election to fill such v~ 
cancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chose their 
Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the 
sole Power of Impeachment. 

SEC. 3. The Senate of the United States shall 
be composed of two Senators from e~ch State, ' 
chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; 
and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in 
Consequence of the first Election, they shall be 
divided as equally as may be into three Classes. 
The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall 
be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, 
of the second Class at the Expiration of the 
fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expi­
ration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may 
be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies 
happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the 
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Ex­
ecutive thereof may make temporary Appoint­
ments until tire next Meeting of the Legislature, 
which shall then fill such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not 
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and 
been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhab­
itant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

'rhe Vice President of the United States shall 
be President of the Senate, but shall have no 
Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, 
and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence 
of the Vice Presideii t, or when he shall exercise. 
the Office of President of the- United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to *'Y 
all Impeachments. When sitting for that Pur­
pose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. 
When the President of the United States is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside : And no Person 
shall be convicted· without ·the Concurrence of 
two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not 
extend further than to remo.val from Office, and 
Disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of 
honour, Trust or Profit under the United States: 
but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judg~ 
ment and Punishment, according to Law. 

SEC. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of hold­
ing Elections for Senators and Representatives, 
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shall be prescribed in each State by the Legisla­
ture thereof; but the Congress may at any time 
by Law make or alter such Regulations, except 
as to the place of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the 
first l\Ionday in December, unless they shall by 
Law appoint a different Day. 

SEc. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the 
Elections, Returns and Qu:1lifications of its own 
Members, and l1 Majority <;f each Rhall consti­
tute a Quorum to do Busmess; but a smaller 
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may 
be authorized to compel the Attendance of ab­
sent :Members, in such Manner, and under such 
Penalties as e:1ch House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its 
Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly 
Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a l\Iember. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Pro­
ceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judg­
ment reqmre Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of 

• the :Members of either House on any question 
shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, 
be entered on the Journal. ­

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, 
shall, without the Consent ofthe other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other ·Place 
than that in which the two Houses shall be sittin9. 

SEc. 6. The Sen:1tors and Represent:1tives slrnll 
receive a Compens:1tion for their Services, to be 
ascertained by Law, and paid .out of the Treas­
ury of the United Sbtes. They shall in all 
Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the 
Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 
Attendance at the Session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same; and for any Speech or Debate in either 
House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, durin" 
the Time for which h~ was elected, be appointe~ 
to any civil Office under the Authoritv of the 
United States, which shall have been 'created, 
or the Emoluments whereof shall have be'en en­
creased during such time; and no Person hold­
ing any Office under the United States, shall be 
a :Member o.f either House during his Continu­
ance in Office. -

SEc. 7. All Dills for raising Revenue shall 
originate in the House of Representatives; but 
tfo Senate may propose or concur with Amend­
men ts as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House 
of Representatives and the Sen:1te, shall, before 
it becomes a Law, be presented to the President 
of the United States; If he approve he shall sign 
it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objec­
tions to that House in which it sh:1ll have origi­
nated, who shall enter the Objections at large on 
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If 
after such Reconsideration two thirds of that 

· House shall agree to pass 	 the Bill, it shall be 
eent, together with the Objections, to the other 
House, by which it shall likewise be reconsid­
ered, and if approved by two thirds of that 
House, it shall become a Law. But in all such 
Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter­
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mined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the 
Persons voting for and ag:1imt t.l1e Bill shall be 
entered on tlie Journ:11 of each House respec­
tively. If any Bill ,;hall not be returned by 
the Presi<lent within ten Days (Sundays ex­
cepted) after it shall have been presente<l to him, 
the Same shall be a hw, in like Manner as if he 
lrnd signe<l it, unless the Congress by their Ad­
journment prevent its return, in which Case it 
shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which 
the Concurrence of the Senate and IIou~e of 
Representatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of A<ljonrnment) slrnll be presented to 
the President of the United States; an<l before 
the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by 
him, or being dirnpproved by him, shall be re­
passed by two-thir<ls of the Sen:1te and House 
of Represenbtives, according to the Rules and 
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

SEC. 8. The Congress shall have Power 
To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Lnposts and 

Excises, to. pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defence and general Welfare of the 
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Ex­
cises shall be uniform throughout the United 
Sbites; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United 
States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States, and with the In­
dian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturaliza­
tion, ancl uniform Laws on the subject of Bank­
ruptcies throughout the United States; 

'ro coin IIIoney, regulate the Value thereof, 
and of forei~n Coin, and fix the Standard of 
Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counter­
feiting the Securities and current Coin of the 
United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 
To promote the progress of Science and use­

ful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Au­
thors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunal. inferior to the supreme 
Court; ' 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies 
committed on the high Seas, and OJiences against 
the Law of Nations; · · 

To declare W:1r, grant Letters of :i\farque and 
Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures 
on Land and Water; 

To rnise and support Armies, but no Appro­
priation of Money to that Use shall be for a 
longer Term th:m two years ; 

To provide :1nd maintain a Navy; 
To make Rules for the Government and Regu­

lation of the land and naval Forces; 
To provide for c:1lling forth the l\Iilitia to 

execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insur­
rections and repel Invasions; 

To provide- for orgaQizing, arming, and dis­
ciplining, the l\Iilitia. and for governing such 
Part of them as may be employed in the Service 
of the United Sta.Les, reserving to the State~ 
respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and 
the Authority of training the :Militia according 
to the Discipline prescribad by Congress; 
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To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases 
whatsoever, over such District .(not exce_eding 
ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular 
States and the Acceptance of Congress, become 
th~ Se~t of the Government of the United States, 
and to exercise like Authority over _all Places 
purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of 
the State in which the Same shall be, for the 
Erection of Forts, l\fagi1.zines, Arsenals, Dock­
Yards and other needful Buildin°s ;-And 

To :Oa.ke all Laws which shalf be necessary 
and proper for carrying into Execution the fore­
going Powers_, a1:d all other Powers vested. by 
this Constitution m the Government of the U mted 
States, or in any Department or Offic~r thereof. 

SEC, 9. The Migration or Importat10u of such 
Persons as any of th_e States now existi_n¢ shll,11 
think proper to admit, shall not be prolnbite~1 by 
the Conaress prior to the Year one thousand eight 
hundred' and eight, but a '.l'ax or Duty may be 
imposed on such Imporiation, not ten 
dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus 
shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 
Rebellion or Inva.~ion the public Safety may re­
quire it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall 
be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be 
laid, unless in Proportior.t to the Census or Enu­
meration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty sha.Ii be laid on Articles ex­
ported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Re!lula­
tion of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports ot one 
State over those· of another; ·nor shall Vessels 
bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, 
clear, or pay Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn fro_m ~he Treasury, 
bat in Consequence of Appropnations made by 
Law; and a regular Statement and A_ccount of 
the Receipts and Expenditure~ of all_ pubhc 
~fonev shall be published from time to time. 

No 
0 

TiUe of Nobility shall be granted by the 
United States: and no Person holdrng any_Office 
of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without 
the Consent of the Congress, accept of any p~es­
ent, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kmd 
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State. 

S1w. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, 
Alliance, or Confederation ; grant Let_ters. of 
l\1arque and Reprisal; coin 11oney; emit B1lls 
of Credit; make any Thing b.ut gqld and silver 
Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any 
Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law 
impairing the Obli_gi1.tion of Contractil, or grant 
any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall without the consent of the 
Conrrress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports 
or fxports, except wf;~t 1;1ay be. absolutely ne­
cessary for executing 1t s inspection Laws: a~d 
the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid 
by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 
for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; 
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revis­
ion and Controul of the Uoncrress. 

·No :3tate shall, without the Consent of Con­
gre;~ lav any Duty of Tonnage, keep T_roops, or 
Ships of W~r in tiw.e of Peace, enter mto any 

Aii;reement or Compact with an?ther State, or 
with a foreign Power, or engage 11;1 War, unless 
actually invaded, or in such immment Danger 
as will not admit of Delay. 

ARTICLE II. 
SEC. 1. The executive Power shall be ve~ted 

in a President of the United Stales of America. 
He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, 
chosen for the same term, be elected as follows 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as 
the Le«islature thereof may direct, a Number of 
Electofs equal to the whole Number of Senators 
and Repre;entatives to which the State may be 
entitled in the Concrress: but no Senator or 
Representative, or p~rson holding an OITice of 
Trust or Profit under the Qilliited i:itates, shall be 
apr,oiuted an Elector. ·~ -

LThe Electors shall me•t in their respective 
States and vote by Bal!ot for two Persons, of 
whom' one at least shall not be an Inhabitant 
of the same State with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all the Persons voted for, 
and of the ,'l'umber of Votes for each; which 
List they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to tha Seat of the Government of the 
United States directed to thl) President of the 
Senate. The' Presi,1ent of the Senate shall, in 
the Presence of the Sena.to and House of Rep· 
resentatives, open all the Certificates, and the 
Votes shall then be counted. The Person hav­
ing the greatest N u;nber of Votes ~haH be the 
President if such Numher be a nfaJonty of the 
whole N~mber of Electors appointed; and if 
there be more than one who have such 1-foJority, 
and have an equal Number of Votes, then the 
House of Representatives shall immediately 
chuse by Ballot one of th1;mfor President l and 
if no Person have a 1iiaJonty, then from the 
five highes~on the List tlrn said House _shall iu 
like Manner chuse the President. But m chns• 
ino the President, the Votes shall be taken by 
St:tes the Representation from each State hav­
ing ode Vote; A Quorum for this Purpose sl.rnll 
consist of a :Member or Members from two-tlurds 
of the States, and a Majority of all tho States 
shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, 
after the Choice of the President, the Person 
having the greatest Number of. Votes of t~e 
Electors shall be the Vice President. But 1f 
there should remain two or more who have equal 
Votes the Senate shall chuse from them by 
Ballot the Vice President.*} 

The Congress may determine the Time. of 
chusing the Electors, aud the Day on which 
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be 
the same throughout the United Sti;tes. 

No Person except a natural born Ci_Uzen, or a 
Citizen of the United States, at the time of the 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible 
to the Office of President; neither shall any 
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not 
have attained to the Age of t~irty-fiv:e Years, 
and been fourteen Years a Resident w1thm the 
United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from 
Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability 

• This clause of the famstitution has been annulled. 

twelfth article of the Amendments. 
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to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said 
Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice Presi­
dent, and the Congress may by Law provide for 
the Case of Remov.il, Death, Resignation, or In­
ability, both of the President and Vice President, 
declaring what Officer shall then act as Presi­
dent., aud such Officer shall act accordinoly, 
until the Disability be removed, or a PresiJ'ent 
shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive 
for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 
neither be encreased nor diminished during the 
Period for which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that Period any 
other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

Before he enter 01),.,the Execution of his Office, 
he shall take the folliMing Oath or Affirmation:­

" I do solemnly s~ear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute th'll' Office of President of the 
United States, and will to the best of my Ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States." 

SEc. 2. The President shall be Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
StateE, and of the lliilitia of the &everal States, 
when called in to the actual Service of the United 
States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, 
of the principal Oificer in each of the executive 
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the 
Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall 
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offences against the United States, except in 
Cases of Impeachment. ' 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advi~e 
and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 
provided two thirds of the Senators present 
concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the sup rem I Court, and 
all other Officers of the United States, whose 
Appointment~ are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law: but 
the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment 
of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in 
the Heads of Departrnen ts. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all 
Vacancies that may hanpen during the Recess 
of the Senate, by granting Commissions which 
shall expire at the End of their next Sessiqn. 

SEc. 3. He shall from time to time give to the 
Congress Information of the State of the Union, 
and recommend to their Consideration such 
:Measures as he shall judge necessary and expe­
dient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, con­
vene both Houses, or either of· them, and in 
Case of Disagreement between them, with Re­
spect to the Time of Adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to such Time as he shall think 
proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other 
public Ministers; and he shall take Care that 
the Laws be faithfully, executed, and he shall 
Commission all the officers of the United States. 

SEc. 4. Th& President, Vice President and all 
civil Officers of the United States, shall be re­
moved from Office on Impeachment for, and 
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high 
Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

MANUAL, 

ARTICLE III. 
SEC. 1. The judicial Power of the United 

States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and 
in such inferior Court~ as the Congress may from 
time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, 
both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall 
hold their Offices during good Behavior, and 
shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, 
a Compensation, which shall not be diminished 
during their Continuance in Office. 

SEC. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all 
cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Con­
stitution, the Laws of the United States, and 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their Authority ;-to all Cases affecting Ambas­
sadors, other public Ministers, and Consuls ;-to 
all Cases of admiralty and maritime J:irisdic-. 
tion ;-to Controversies to which the United 
States shall be a Party ;-to Controversies be­
tween two or more States ;-between a State and 
Citizens of another State ;-between Citizens of 
different States,-between Citizens of the same 
State claiming Lands under GrantE of different 
States, and between a State or the Citizens 
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other pub­
lic Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a. 
State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall 
have original Jurisdiction. In all the other 
Cases before mentioned. the supreme Court shall 
have appellate J uri5diction, both as to Law and 
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such 
Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Cnmes, except in Cases of 
Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial 
shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed ; but when not com­
mitted within any State, the Trial shall be at 
such Place or Places as the Congress may by 
Law have directed. 

SEc. 3. Treason against the United States, shall 
consist only in levymg War against them, or in 
adhering to their Enemies, giving theni Aid and 
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Trea­
son unless on the Testimony of two Witnesse8 
to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open 
Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the 
Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of 
Treason shall work Corruption 0f Blood, or For­
feiture except during the Life of the Person at­
tainted. 

' ARTICLE IV. 
SEC. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall by given 

in each State to the public Acts, Records, and 
judicial Proceerl.ings of every other State. And 
the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the 
I\Ianner in which such Acts, Records and Pro­
ceedings shall be riroved, and the Effect thereof. 

SEC. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be en­
titled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens 
in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, 
Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Jus­
tice, and be found in another State, shall on 
Demand of the executive Authority of the State 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re­
moved to the State having Jurisdiction of the 
Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labou:c in.. one 
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State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regubtion therein, be discharged from such Ser­
vice or Labour, but shall be delivered up on 
Claim of the Party to whom such Service or 
Labour may be due. 

SEC. 3. New States may be admitted by the 
Congre~s into this Union; but no new State shall 
be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of 
any other State; nor an!, State formed by the 
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, 
without the Consent of the Legislathres of the 
States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

'The Congress shall have Power to dispose of 
and make all needful Rules and Regulations 
respecting the Territory or other Property be­
longing to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed as to Pre­
judice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

SEc. 4. The United States shall guarantee to 
every State in this Union a Republican Form of 
Government, and shall protect each of them 
against Invasion; and on Application of the 
Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Le­
islature cannot be convened) against domestic 
\'iolence. 

ARTICLE V. 
·The Congress, whenever two thirds of both 

Houses shall deem it necessary; shall propose 
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Ap­
plication of the Le~islatures of two thirds of the 
several States, shall call a Convention for pro­
posin~ Amendments, which, in either Case, shall 
be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of 
this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisla­
tures of three fourths of the several States, or 
by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the 
one or the other Mo<le of Ratification may be 
proposed by the Congress; Provided that no 
Amendment which mav be made prior to the 
Year one thousand ei"ght hundred and eight 
shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth 
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; 
and that no State, without its Consent, shall be 
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 
· All Debts contracted and Engagements en­
tered into, before the Adoption of this Constitu­
tion, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confedera­
tion. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance there­
of; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme Law of the Land ; and the 
Judges in every State shall ~e bound thereby, 
any Thin~ in the Constitution or Laws of any 
State to tile Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before men­
tioned, and the .Members of the several State 
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Offi­
cers, both of the United States and of the several 
States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, 
to support this Constitution ; but no religious 
Test shall ever be required as a Qualification 
to any Office or public Trust under the United 
States. 

ARTICLE VII. 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine 

States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment 
of this Constitution between the States so ratify­
ing the Same. 

Amendments. 
ART. 1. Congress shall make no law respect­

ing rn establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the free­
dom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti­
tion the Government for a redress of grievances. 

ART. 2. A well regulated Militia, being neces­
sary to the security of a free State, the right of 
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed. 

ART. 3. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of 
th(l Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner 
to be prescribed by law. 

ART. 4. The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and ~eizures, shall 
not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affir­
mation, and particularly describing the place 
to. be searched, and the persons or things to be 
s01zed. 

ART. 5. No person shall be held to answer for 
a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless ou 
a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time 
of War or public danger; nor shall any _person 
be subject for the same offence to be twir,e put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com~ 
pelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation. 

ART. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the ac­
cused 2hall enjoy the right to a speedy and pub­
lic trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shall have been com­
mitted, whi~h district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be con­
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
Compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses iu 
his favour, and to have the Assistance of Coun­
sel for his defence. 

ART. 7. In Suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dol­
lars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, 
and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any Court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law. 

ART. 8. Excessive bail shall not be .required, 
nor excessive fines be imposed, nor cruel and un­
usual punishments inflicted. 

ART. 9. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by the people. 

ART. 10. The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibi­
ted by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people. 

ART. 11. The Judicial power of the United 
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States shall not be construed to extend to nny 
suit in law or equity, commenced or prooecuted 
acrainst one of the United States by Citizens of 
a~other State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any 
Foreign State. 

ART, 12. The Electors shall meet in their 
respective states, and vote by ballot for Preci· 
dent and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, 
shnll not be an inhabitant of the same state 
with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, an~ in 
distinct ballots the person voted for as V1ce­
President, and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President, and of all 
persons voted for as Vice-Pre~ide1:1t, and of the 
number of votes for each, wluch lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the UnitE:d States, dir~cted 
to the President of the Senate ;-The President 
of the Senate shall, in presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the cer· 
tificates and the votes shall then be counted;­
The person having the greatest number of votes 
for }'resident, shall be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of 
Electors appointed; and if no person have such 
majority, then from the persons having the 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list 
of those voted for as President, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by 
ballot, the President. But in choosing the 
President, the votes shall be taken by states, 
the representation from each state having one 
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of 
a member or members from two thirds of the 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be 
necessary to a choice. And if the House of Rep· 
resentatives shall not choose a President when· 
ever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 
before the fourth day of March next following, 
then the Vice-President shall act as President, 
as in the case of the death or other constitutional 
disability of the Presi<lent. The person having 
the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, 
shall be the Vice-President, if such number ~ea 
majority of the whole number of Electors ap· 
pointed, and if no person have a majority, then 
from the two highest numbers on the list, the 
Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quo­
rum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds 
of the whole number of Senators, and a majority 
of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi· 
ble to the office of President shall be eligible to 
that of Vice-President of the United States. 

Mr. Seward's Certificate of the Anti-Slavery 
Amendment, known as the 13th Amendment. 

WILLIAM, H. SEW ARD, SECRETARY OF STATE OF 
THE UNITED STATES, 

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting: 
Know ye, that whereas the Congress of the 

United States on the 1st of February last passed 
a resolution which is in the words following, 
namely: 

l\IANUAL, 

"A resolution submitting to the Legislatures 
of the several States a proposition to amend the 
Constitution of the United States. 

"Rcwlved by the Senate and liouse of Repre· 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses 
concurrin7,) That .the following article be pro· 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States as 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
State~. which, when ratified by three fourths 
of said Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents 
and purposes, as a part of the said Constitution, 
namely: 

ARTICLE XIII. 
"SEC. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary 

servitude, except as a punishment for crim~ 
whereof the party shall have been duly con· 
victed, shall exist within the United States, or 
any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

"SEC. 2. Congress shall Lave power to enforr.~ 
this article by appropriate legislation." 

And whereas it appears. from official docu­
ments on file in this Department that the 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, proposed as aforesaid, has been ratified 
by the Legislatures of the States of Illinois, 
Rhode Island, Michi6an, Maryland, New York, 
West Virginia, :Maine, Kansas, 11Iassachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, 11Iissouri, Nevad,i, 
Indiana, Louisi,1Ua, 11Iinnesota, Wisconsin, Ver· 
mont, Tennessee, Arkansas, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, South Carolina, Alabama, North 
Carolina, and Georgia-in all, twenty-seven 
States; 

And whereas the whole number of States in 
the United States is thirty-six, and whereas the 
before specially-named States, whose Legislatnres 
have ratified the said proposed amendment, con· 
stitute three-fourths of the whole number of 
States in the United States: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, William 
H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United 
States, by virtue and m pursuance of the second 
section of the act of Congress approved the 
twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, entitled "An act to provide for the 
publication of the laws of the United States and 
for other purposes," do hereby certify that the 
amendment aforesaid has become valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as a -part of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the Department of 
State to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this eighteenth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord 

[SEAL] one thousand eight hundred and sixty­
, five, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the ninetieth . 
• WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Secretary of State. 
[New Jersey, Oregon, California and Iowa 

ratified subsequently to the date of this certifi. 
cate, as did Florida in the same form as South 
Carolina and Alabama.] 
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Respecting Commercial Intercourse with In• 
surrectionary States, April 29, 1865. 

EXECUTIVE CHA~IBER, 
WAsmt'GTON, April 29, 1865. 

Being desirous to relieve all loyal citizens and 
well-disposed persons, residing in insurrectionary 
States, from unnecessary commercial restrictions, 
and to encourai:;e them to return to peaceful pur­
suits, It is hereoy ordered: 

L 1'hat all restrictions upon internal, domes­
tic, and coastwise commercial intercourse be dis­
continued in such parts of the States of Tennes­
see, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and so 
much of Louisiana as lies cast of the .Mississippi 
river, as shall be embraced within ihe lines of 
national military occupation, excepting only such 
restrictions as are imposed by acts of Congress 
and regulations in pursuance thereof, prescribed 
by the :::lecretary of the Treasury, and anproved 
by the Presicleut; and excepting also lro:n the 
effect of this order the following article, contra­
band of war, to wit: arms, ammunition, all arti­
cles from which ammunition is manufactured, 
gray uniforms and cloth, locomotives, cars, rail­
road iron, aml machinery for operating railroads, 
telegraph wires, insulators, and instruments for 
open,ting telegraphic lines. • 

IL· All existing military and n:ival orders in 
any manner restricting internal, domestic, and 
coastwise commercial intercourse and trade with 
or in the localities above named be, and the same 
are hereby revoked; and that no military or 
naval officer, in any manner, interrupt or inter­
fere with the same, or with any boats or other 
vessels engaged therein, under proper authority, 
pursuant to t.he regulations of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

Executive Order for the Trial of the Alleged 
,assassins of President Lincoln, May 1, 1865. 

EXECUTIVE CHA:llllER, 
WASilINGTON CITY, }.Jay l, 1865. 

Whereas, the Attorney General of the United 
States hath given his opinion: 

That the persons implicated in the murder of 
the late Presi<lent, Abraham Lincoln, and the 
attempted assassinat.ion of the Honorable Wil­
liam II. Seward, Secretary of State, and in an 
allegerl conspiracy to assassinate other officers of 
the Federal Government at Washington city, 
and their aiders and abettors, are subject to the 
jurisdiction of, and lawfully triable before, a mili­
tary commission : • 

It is Ordered: 1st, That the Assistant Adju, 
tant General detail nine competent military offi­
cers to serve as a commission for the trial of said 
parties, and that the Judge Advocate General 

proceed to prefer charges against said parties for 
their alleged offenc~s. and bring them to trial be­
fore said military commission; that sai<l trial or 
trials be conducted by the said Judge Ad voca.te 
General, and as recorder thereof, in person, aided 
by such assistant and special judge advocates 
as he may designate; and that said trials be 
conducted with all diligence consistent with the 
ends of justice: the said commission to sit with­
out rel;\ard to hours. 

2d. That Brevet Major General Ifartranft be 
assigned to duty as special provost marshal 
general, for the purpose of said trial, and at­
tendance upon said commission, and the execu­
tion of its mandates. 

3d. That the said commission establish such 
order or rules of proceedings as may avoid un­
necessary delay, and conduce to the ends of pub­
lic justice. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

ORDER FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE SENTENCE OF 
THE COMMISSION. 

EXECU1'IVE MANSION, July 5, 1865, 
The foregoing sentences in the cases of David 

E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, Michael 
O'Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, 
Mary E. Surratt and Samuel A. Mudd, are here­
by approved, and it is ordered that the sentences 
of said David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis 
Payne, Mary E. Surratt and Samuel A. Mudd, 
be carried into execution by the proper military 
authority, under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, on the 7th day of July, 1865, between the 
hours of IO o'clock, a. m., and 2 o'clock, p. m., of 
that day. It is further ordered, that the pris­
oners, Samuel Arnold, Samuel A. Mudd, Edward 
Spangler, and Michael O'Laughlin be confined at 
Im.rd labor in the Penitentiary at Albany, New 
York, during the period designated in their res­
pective sentences. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, President, 
[By an order dated July 15, the place of con· 

finement, as to the four last mentioned, was 
changed to the "military prison at Dry Tortu. 
gas, Florida."] 

For the Arrest of Jefferson Davis, Clement C, 
Clav, and others, May 2, 1865. 

Whereas it appears from evidence in the Bu­
reau of Military Justice that the atrocious mur­
der of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, and 
the attempted assassination of the Honorable 
William IL Seward, Secretary of State, were in­
cited, concerted, and procured by and between 
Jefferson Davis, late of Richmond, Virginia, and 
Jacob Thompson, Clement C. Clay, Beverly 
Tu~ker, George N. Saunders,'William C, Cle~y, 
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and other rebels and traitors against the Gov­
ernment of the United States, harbored in 
Canada: 

Now, therefore, to the end that justice may 
be done, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, do offer and promise for the arrest 
of said persons, or either of them, within the 
limits of the United States, so that they can be 
brought to trial, the following rewards: 

One hundred thousand dollars for the arrest 
of Jefferson Davis. 

Twenty-five thousand dollars for the arrest of 
Clement C. Clay.* 

Twenty-five thousand dollars for the arrest of 
Jacob Thompson, late of Mississippi. 

Twenty-five thousand dollars for the arrest of 
George N. Sanders. 

Twentv-five thousand dollars for the arrest of 
Beverly 1ruckcr. 

Ten thousand dollars for the arrest of William 
C. Cleary, late clerk of Clement C. Clay. 

The Provost Marshal General of the United 
States is directed to cause a description of saiu 
persons, with notice of the above rewards, to be 
published. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, 

[L. s.] and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the eighty-ninth. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President: 
W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary of State. 

Executive Order to Re-establish the Authority 
of the United States, and Execute the Laws 
within the Geographical Limits known as the 
State ofVirginia. 

ExllCUTIVE CHAMBER, 
WASlIINGTON CITY, }.fay 9, 18G5. 

ORDERED-First. That all acts and proceed­
ings of the political, military, and civil organiza­
tions which have been in a state of insurrection 
and rebellion, within the State of Virginia, 
against the authority and laws of the United 
States, and of which Jefferson Davis, John 
Letcher, and William Smith were late the respec­
tive chiefs, are declared null and void. All 
persons who shall exercise, claim, pretend, or at­
tempt to exercise any political, military, or civil 
power, authority, jurisdiction, or nght, by, 
through, or under Jefferson Davis, late of the 

*!lr. CLAY was released under this order: 
Vi"AB: DEPARTMENT; ADJUTANT GEN"ERAL'S OFFICE, 

WASilINGTO:<, April 17, 18G6, 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, d:c., Fortress .Monroe, 

Virginia: 
Ordered, That Clement C. Cl:iy, Jr., is hereby released 

from confinement, and permitted to return to and remain 
in the State of Aln.bama, a.ad to visit such other places in 
the United State:! as his personal business may render abso­
lutely necessary, upon the following conditioos, viz: that 
he takes the oath of allegiance to the United States, and 
gives his parole of honor to conduct himself aa a loyal citi· 
zon of the same,and to report himself in person ntaoy time 
and place to answer any charges that may hereafter be pre­
pared against him by the Uniteu States. 

Please report receipt and execution of this order. 
Dy order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant A<{iutant Geneml. 

city of Richmond, and his confederates, or under 
John Letcher or William Smith and their con­
federates, or under any pretended political, mili-. 
tary, or civil commiss10n or authority issued by 
them, or either of them, since the 17th day of 
April, 1861, shall be deemed and taken as in 
rebellion against the United States, and shall be 
dealt with accordingly. 

Second. That the Secretary of State proceed 
to put in force all laws of the United States, tha 
administration whereof belongs to the Depart­
ment of State, applicable to the geographical 
limits aforesaid. · 

Third. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
proceed, without delay, to nominate for appoint­
ment, assessors of taxes and collecton; of customs 
and internal revenue, and such other officers of the 
Trea3nry Department as are authorized by law, 
and shall put into execution the revenue bws of 
the United States within the geographical limits 
aforesaid. In making appointments, the pref­
erence shall be given to qualified loyal persons 
residing within the districts where their respec­
tive duties are to be performed. But if suitable 
persons shall not be found residents of the dis­
tricts, then persons residing in other States or 
districts shall be appointed. ., 

Fourth. That the Postmaster General shall 
proceed to establish post offices and post routes, 
and put into execution the postal laws of the 
United States within the said Stines, giving to 
loyal residents the preference of appointment; 
but if suitable persons are not found, then to ap­
point agents, &c., from other States. 

Fifth. That the district j udgo of said district 
proceed to hold courts within said btate, in 
accordanoo with the provisions of the acts of 
Congress. , The Attorn~y General will instruct 
the proper officers to libel and bring to judgment, 
confiscation, and sale, property subject to confis­
cat-ion, and enforce the administration of justice 
within said State, in all matters civil and criminal 
within the cognizance and jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts. 

Sixth. That the Secretarr of War assign such 
assistant provost marsha general, and such 
provost marshals in each district of said State 
as he may deem necessary. 

Seventh. The Secretary of the Navy will take 
possession of all public property belonging to 
the Navy Department within said geographical 
limits, and put in operation all acts of Congress 
in relation to naval affairs having application 
to the said State. 

Eighth. The SPcretary of the Interior will 
also put in force the laws relating to the Depart­
ment of tho Interior. 

Ninth. That to carry into effect the guarantee 
of the Federal Constitution of a republican form 
of State government, and afford the advantage 
and security of domestic laws, as well as to com­
plete the re-establishment of the authority of the 
laws of the United States, and the full and com­
plete restoration of peace within the limits afore­
said, Francis IL Pierroint, Governor of the State 
of Virginia, will be aided by the Federal Govern­
ment, so far as may be necessary, in the lawful 
measures which he mrty take for the extension 
and administration of the State Governmenj; 
throughout the geographical limits of said Stat~ 
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In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
SEAL] ~and and caused the seal of the United 

[ · States to be affixed. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 

By the President: · 
W. lluNTER, .Acting Secretary of State. 

Equality of Rights with all Maritime Nations, 
• May 10, 1865. 

Whereas the President of the United States, 
by his proclamation of the nineteenth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty­
<'ne, did declare certain States therein mentioned 
in insurrection against the Government of the 
United States; 
, And whereas armed resist:1nce to the authority 
of this Government in the said insurrectionary 
States may he regarded as virtually at an end, 
and the persons hy whom that resistance, as well 
as the operations of insnrgent cruisers, were di­
rected, are fugitives or captives; 

And where'as it is understood that some of 
those cruisers are still infesting the high seas, 
and others are preparing to capture, burn, and 
destroy vessels of the United States: 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United S,tates, hereby 
enjoin all naval, military, and civil officers of 
the United States, diligently to endeavor, by all 
lawful means, to arrest the said cruisers, and to 
bring them into a port of the United Sta1;{!s, in 
order that they may be prevented from com­
mitting further depredations on commerce, and 
that tho persons on board of them may no 
longer enjoy impunity for their crimes. 

And I further proclaim and declare, that if, 
after a reasonable time shall have elapsed for 
this proclamution to become known in the ports 
of nations claiming to have been neutrals, the 
said insurgent crui~et's and the persons on board 
<'f them shall continue to receive hospitality in 
the said ports, this Government will deem itself 
justified in refusing hospitality to the public 
vessels of such nations in ports of the United 
States, and in adopting such ofoer measures as 
may be deemed advisable towards vindicating 
the national sovereignty. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand und caused the seal of the United States to 
be uffixed. 
Done at the city of Wushington, this tenth day 

of May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five,

[ 8 ]L. 	 · and of the mdependence of the United 
States of America the eighty-ninth. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President:' 


W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary of State. 

Commercial Intercourse and the Blockade, May 
22, 1865. 

Whereas, by the proclamution of the President 
of the eleventh duy of April last, certain ports 
of the United States therein specified, which had 
previously been subject to biockade, were, for 
objects of public safety, decbred, in conformity 
with previous special legislation of Congress, to 
be closed a~ainst foreign commerce during the 
nationul will, to be tnereafter expressed and 
made known by the President; and whereas 

events and circumstances have since occurred 
which, in my judgment, render it expedient to 
remove that restriction, except as to the ports of 
Galveston, La Sulle, Brazos de Suntiago (Point 
Isabel,) and Brownsville, in the State of Texas: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do here­
by declare that the ports aforernid, not excepted 
as above, shall be open to foreign commerce 
from and after the first day of July, next; that 
commercial intercourse with the suid ports may, 
from that time, be carried on, subject to the laws 
of the United States, and in pursuance of such 
regulations us may be prescribed by the Secre­
tary of the Treasury. If, however, any vessel 
from a foreign port shall enter any of the before­
named excepted ports in the State of Texas, she 
will continue to be held liable to the penalties 
prescribed by the act of Congress approved on 
the thirteenth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-one, and the persons on board of her 
to such penalties as may be incurred, pursuant 
to the laws of war, for trading, or attempting to 
trade, with an enemy. 

And I, Andrew Johnson, President •of the 
U uited States, do hereby declare and make known 
that the United States of America do, henceforth, 
disallow to all persons trading, or attempting to 
trade, in any ports of the United States in vio­
lation of the laws thereof, all pretence of bel­
ligerent rights and privileges, and I ·give notice 
that, from the date of this proclumation, all 
such offenders will be held and dealt with as 
pirates. 

It is also ordered that all restrictions npon 
trade heret.ofore imposed in the territory of the 
Un:ted Stutes eust of the Mississippi river, save 
those relating to contraband of war, to the 
reservation of th'e rights of the United States to 
property purchased in the territory of an enemy, 
and to the twenty-five per cent. upon purchases 
of cotton, are removed. All provisions of the 
internal revenue luw will be carried into effect. 
under the proper officers. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to . 
be affixed. 

Done ut the city of Washington, this twenty­
~econd day of May, m the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[SEAL.] sixty-five, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the eighty­
ninth. 

ANDREW J OHNSO?f, 
By the President: 

W. HUNTER, .Acting Secretary of State. 

Of Amnesty, May 29, 1865. 
WHEREAS the President of the United States, 

on the 8th day of December, A. D. eicrhteen 
hundred and sixty-three, and on the 26th day 
of March, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty­
four, did, with the object to suppress the exist­
ing rebellion, to induce all persons to return to 
their loyulty, and to restore the authority of the 
United States, issue proclamations offering am­
nesty and pardon to certain persons who had 
directly, or by implication, participated in the 
said rebellion; and whereas many persons who 
had so engaged in said rebellion, nave, since the 



10 POLITICAL 

issuance of said proclamations, failed or neg­
lected to take the benefits offered thereby ; and 
whereas nnny persons who have been justly de­
prived of all claim to amnesty and pardon there­
under by r.eason of their participation, directly 
or by implication, in said rebellion, and con­
tinued hostility to the Government of the United 
States since the date of said proclamations, now 
desire to apply. for and obtain amnesty and 
pardc,n: 

To the end, therefore, that the authority of 
the Government of the United States may be 
restored, and that peace, order, and freedom may 
be establi,hed, I, Andrew Jolmson, President of 
the United States, do proclaim and declare that 
I hereby grant to all persons who have, directly 
or indirecUy, participated in the existing rebel­
lion, except as hereinafter excepted, amnesty and 
pardon, with restoration of all rights of property, 
1,xcept as to slaves, and excepf in c;1ses where 
legal proceedings, under the laws of the United 
States providing for the confiscation of property 
of persons engaged in rebellion, have been insti­
tuted; but upon the condition, nevertheless, 
that ev.,ry such person shall take and st.bscribe. 
the following oath (or affirmation), and thence­
forward keep and maintain said oath inviolate; 
and which oath shall be registered for permanent 
preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect 
following, to wit: · 

"I, -- --, do solemnly swear (or affirm), 
in presence of Almighty God, that I will hence­
forth faiLhfully support, protect, and defend the 
Constitution of the United States, and tbe union 
of the States thereundH; and that I will, in 
like manner, abide by and faithfully support all 
laws and proclamations which have been made 
during the existing rebellion, with reference to 
the emancipation of slaves: So help me God." 

The following classes of persons are excepted 
trom the benefits of this proclamation : 

1st. All who are or shall have been pretended 
civil or diplomatic officers or otherwise domestic 
or foreign agents of the pretended government. 

2d. All who left judicial stations under the 
United States to aid the rebellion. 

3d. All who shall have been military or naval 
officer8 of said pretended confederate govern­
ment above the rank of colond in the army, or 
lieutenant in the navy. . 

4th. All who left seats in the Congress of the 
United States to aid the rebellion. 

5th. All who resigned or tendered resignations 
of their commissions in the army or navy of the 
United States, to evade duty in resisting the 
rebellion. 

6th. All who have engaf);ed in any way in 
treating otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of 
war, persons found in the United St.ates service 
as officers, soldiers, seamen, or in other capaci­
ties. 

7th. All persons who have been or are absen­
tees from the United States for the purpose of 
aiding the rebellion. 

8th. All military and naval officers, in the 
rebel service, who were educated by the Govern­
ment in the :Military Academy at West Pe>int or 
the United States Naval Academy. 

9th. All persons who held the pretenclecl offices 
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of governors of States in insurrection against 
the United States. 

10th. All persons who left their homes within 
the jurisdiction a.i1d protection of the United 
States, and passed beyond the Federal military 
lines into the pretended confederate States for 
the purpose of aiding the rebellion. 

11th. All persons who have been engaged in 
the destruclion of the commerce.of the United 
States upon the high seas, and all persons who 
have m11cle raids into the United States from 
Canada, or been engaged in destroying the com­
merce of the Unite'a States upon the lakes and 
rivers that separate the British Provinces from 
the UniteJ States. 

12th. All persons who, at the time when they 
seek to obtain the benefits hereof by taking the 
oath heroin prescribed, are in military, naval, or 
civil confinement, or custody, or under bonds of 
the civil, military, or naval authorities, or agents 
of the United States, as prisoners of war, or per­
sons detained for offences of any kind, either 
before or after conviction. 

1:lth. All persons who have voluntarily par­
ticipated in said rebellion, and the estimated 
value of whose taxaLle property is over twenty 
thousand dollars. 

14th. All persons who have taken tl1e oath 
of amnesty as prescribed in the Presi<lent's pro­
clamation of December 8, A. D. 1SG3, or an 
oath of allegiance to the Government of the 
United States since the date of said proclama­
tion, and who thenceforward kept and main­
tained the same inviolate. 

Provided, Tliat special application may be 
made to the President for pardon by any ferson 
belonging to the excepted classes; an< such 
clemency will be liberally extruded as may be 
consistent with the facts of the case and the 

·peace and dignity of the Gnite<l States .. 
The Secretary of State will establish rules and 

regulations for administering and recor<ling said 
amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the 
people, and guard the Government against 
fraud. . 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the seal of the United States 
to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, the twenty-
ninth day of :May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eii:;_ht hundred and

[ ]SEAL. sixty-five, andof the 1n<lepenclence of 
the United States the eighty-ninth. 

ANDTIEW Jom,SON. 
By the President: 

WILLIAM II. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

CIRCULAR. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, },fay 29, 1865. 

Sm: A copy of the President's amnesty proc­
lamation of this date is herewith appended. By 
a clause in the instrument, the Secretary of 
State is directed to establish rules and regula­
tions .for administering and recording the am­
nesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the peo­
ple and guard the Government against fraud. 
Pursuant to this injunction, you are informed 
that the oath prescribed in the proclamation 
m,iy be taken and subscribed before any coJU­
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missioned officer, civil, military, or naval, in the 
service of the United States, or any civil or mili­
tary officer of a loyal State or Territory, who, 
by the laws thereof, may be qualified for admin­
istering oaths. All oflicers who receive such 
oaths are hereby authorized to give certified 
copies thereof to the persons respectively by 
whom they were made. And such officers are 
hereby required to transmit the originals of such 
oaths, at as early a day as may be convenient, 
to this Department, where they will be depos­
ited, and remain in the archives of the Govern­
ment. A register thereof will be kept in the 
Department, and on application, in proper case,, 
certificates will be issued of such records in the 
customary form of official certificates. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIA:\! II. SEWARD. 

Appointing William W. Holden Provisional Gov­
ernor of North Carolina, May 29, 1865. 

Whereas the fourth section of the fourth article 
of the Constitution of the United States declares 
that the United States shall guarantee to every 
State in the Union a republican form of gov­
')rnment, and shall protect each of them against 
invasion and domestic violence; and whereas 
the President of the United States is, by the Con­
stitution, made commander-in-chief of tlie army 
and navy, as well as chief civil executive officer 
of tne United States, and is bound by solemn 
oath faithfully to execute the office of President 
of the United States, and to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed; and whereas the 
rebellion, which has been waged by a portion of 
the people of the United States against the 
properly constituted authorities ·or the Govern­
ment thereof, in the most violent and revolting 
form, but whose organized and armed forces 
have now been almost entirely overcome, has, 
in its revolutionary pro?,ress, deprived the r.eople 
of the State of North Carolina of all civil gov­
ernment; and whereas it becomes necessary and 
proper to carry out and enforce the obligations 
of the United States to the people of North 
Carolina, in securin~ them in the enjoyment of 
a republican form ol government: 

Now, therefore, in obedience to the high and 
solemn duties imposed upon me by the Consti­
tution of the United States, and for the purpose of 
enabling the loyal people of Raid State to organ­
ize a State government, whereby justice may be 
established, domestic tranquillity insured, and 
loyal citizens protected in all their rights of life, 
liberty, and property, I, Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, and Commander­
in-Chief of the army and navy of the United 
States, do hereby appoint William W. Holden 
Provisional Governor of the State of North 
Carolina, whose duty it shall be, at the earliest 
practicable period, to prescribe such rules and 
regulations as may be necessary and proper for 
conyening a convention, composed of delegates 
to be chosen by that portion of the people of 
said State who are loyal to the United States, 
and no others, for the purpose of altering or 
amending the constitution thereof; and with au­
thority to exercise, within the limits of said State, 
all the powers necessary and proper to enable 
such loyal people of the State of North Carolina to 

restore Haid State to its constitutional relations 
to the Federal Government, and to present such 
a republican form of State government as. will 
entitle the State to the guarantee of the United 
States therefor, and its people to protection by 
the United States against invasion, insurrection, 
and domestic violence; Provided, that in any 
election that may be here:iJter held for choosin~ 
delegates to any State convention, as aforesaid, 
no person shall be quaiificd as an elector, or 
shall be oliaible as a,membcr of such convention, 
unless he shall have previously taken the oath 
of amnesty, as set forth in the Presi<lcut's proc­
lamation of :May 28, A. D. 1SG5, and is a voter 
qualified as prescribed by the Constitution and 
laws of the State of Korth Carolina, in force 
immediately before the 20th day of May, lSGl, 
the date of the so-ci,llcd ordinance of secession ; 
and the said convention when convened, or the 
Legislature that mny be thereafter assembled, 
will prescribe the qualification of electors, and 
the eligibility of persons to hold office under the 
Constitution and laws of the State, a power the 
people of the seveml States composing the Fed­
eral Union hn.ve rightfully exercised from the 
origin of the Government to the present time. 

And I do hereby direct: ' 
First. That the military commander of the 

Department, and all officers and persons in the 
military and naval service aid and a.,sist the 
said Provisional Governor in carrying into effect 
this proclamation, and they are enjoined •to ab­
stain from, in any way, hindering, impeding, or 
discouraging the loyal people from the organiza­
tion of a State Government, as herein authorized, 

Second. That the Secretary of State proceed to 
put in force all laws of the United States, the 
administration whereof belongs to the State De­
partment, applicable to the geographical limits 
aforesaid. 

Third. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
proceed to nominate for appointment assessors of 
taxes and collectors of customs and internal rev­
enue, and such other officers of the Treasury 
Department as are authorized by law, and put 
in execution the revenue laws of the United 
States within the geographical limits aforesaid. 
In making appointments, the preference shall be 
given to qualified loyal persons residing within 
the districts where their respective duties are to 
be performed. But, if suitable residents of the 
districts shall not be found, then persons residing 
in other States or districts shall be appointed. 

Fourth. That the Postmaster General proceed 
to establish post offices and post routes, and put 
into execution the postal laws of the United 
States within the said State, giving to loyal resi­
dents the preference of appointment; but if suit­
able residents are not found, then to appoint 
agents, &c., from other States. 

Fifth. That the district judge for the judicial 
district in which North Carolina is included pro­
ceed to hold courts within said State, in accord­
ance with the provisions of the act of Congress. 
The Attorney General will instruct the proper 
officers to libel, and bring to judgment, confisca­
tion and sale, property subject to confiscation, 
and enforce the administration of justice within 
said State in all matters within the cognizance 
and jurisdiction of the Federal courts. 
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Sixth. That the Secretary of the Navy take 
possession of all :: ublic :rroperty belonging to 
the Navy Department, within said geographical 
limits, and put in operation all acts of Congress 
in relation to naval affairs having application to 
the said State. 

Seventh. That the Secretary of the Interior 
put in force the laws relating to the Interior 
Department, applicable to the geographical limits 
aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, I wve hereunto set my 
hand and caused the great seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Do:i.e at the city of Washington, this twenty-
ninth day of May, in the year of our 

L ] Lord one thousand eight hundred and[ 8· · sixty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-ninth. 

AND:IiEW JoHNSO,N. 
By the President: 

WILLIAM II. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
1865, Juno 13-A like proclamation was issued, 

appointing WILLIA:i! L. SrrARKEY, Pro­
visional Governor of Mississippi. 

1565, June 17-JAMES JOHNSON appointed Pro­
visional Governor of Georgia. 

1865, Juno 17-ANDREW J. HAMILTON appointed 

Provisional Governor of Texas. 


1865, June 21-LEWIS E. PARSONS appointed 

Provisional Governor of Alabama. 

1865, June 30-BENJAMIN F. PERRY appointed 
• Provisional 	Governor of South Caro­

lina. 
18G5, July·l3-WILLIAM MARVIN appointed 

Provisional Governor of Florida. 

Orders Respecting Freedmen. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION', 

WASHINGTON, D. c., June 2, 1865. 
Whereas, By an act of Congress, approved 

March 3, 1865, there was established in the War 
Department a Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, 
and Abandoned Lands, and to which, in accord­
ance with the said act of Congress, is committed 
the supervision and management of pJl aban­
doned lands, and the control of all subjects relat­
ing to refugees and freedmen from rebel States, 
or from any district of country within the terri­
tory embraced in the operations of the army, 
under such rules and reaulations as may be pre­
scribed by the head of tlie bureau, and approved 
by tho President; and whereas, it appears that 
the management of abandoned lands, and sub­
jects relating to refugees and freedmen, as afore­
said, have been, and still are, by orders based 
on military exigencies, or legislation based on 
previous statutes, partly in the haiads of military 
officers disconnected with said hureau, and part­
ly in charge of officers of the Treasury Depart­
ment; it is therefore Ordered, That all officers 
of the Treasury Department, all military officers 
and others in the service of the United States, 
turn over to the authorized officers of said bu­
reau all abandoned lands and property contem­
plated in said act of Congress, approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, estab­
lishin$ the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, that may now be under or 
within their control. They will also turn over 
to such officers all funds collected by tax or 

otherwise for the benefit of refugees or freedmen, 
or accruing from abandoned lands or property 
set apart for their use, and will transfer to them 
all official records connected with the adminis­
tration of affairs which pertain to said Bureau. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, .Ass't .Adj't General. 

CrncuLAR No. 15. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 

BUREAU REFUGEES, FREEm!EN, 
AND ABANDONED LANDS, 

WASIIINGTON, D. C., September 12, 1865. 
I. Circular No. 13, of July 28, 1865, from this 

bureau, and all portions of circulars from this 
bureau conflicting with the provisions of this 
circular, are hereby rescinded. 

II. This bureau has charge of such "tracts of 
land within the insurrectionary States as shall 
have been abandoned, or to which the United 
States shall have ac~uired title by confiscation 
or sale, or otherwise,' and no such lands now in 
its possession shall be surrendered to any claim­
ant except as hereinafter provided. 

III. Abandoned lands are "defined in section 
2 of the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, 
as lands, "the lawful owner whereof shall. be 
voluntarily absent therefrom, and engaged either 
in arms or otherwise in aiding or encouraging 
the rebellion." 

IV. Land will not be reaar<led as confiscated 
until it has been condemne~ and sold by ,lecree 
o{ the United States court for the district in 
which the property may bo found, and the title 
thereto thus vested in the Unite<l States. 

y. Upon its_ appearing satisfactorily to any 
assistant commissioner that any property under 
his control is not abandoned as above defin~d. 
and that tho United States has acquire<l no title 
to it by confiscation, sale or otherwise, he will 
formally surrender it to the authorize<l chimant 
or claimants, promptly reporting his action to 
the Commissioner. 

VI. Assistant commissioners will prepare accu­
rate descriptions of all confiscated and abandoned 
lands under their control, keeping a record there­
of themselves, and forwardina monthly to the 
Commissioner copies of these descriptions in the 
manner prescribed in circular, No. 10, of July 
11, 1865, from this bureau. 

They will set apart so much of said lands as is 
necessary for the immediate use of loyal refu­
gees and freedmen, being careful to select.for this 
purpose those lands which most clearly fall 
under the control of this bureau, which selection 
must be submitted to the Commissioner for his 
approval. 

The specific division of lands so set apart into 
lots, and the rental or sale thereof, according to 
section 4 of the law establishing the bureau, will 
be completed as soon as practicable, and reported 
to the Commissioner. 

VII. Abandoned lands beld by this bureau 
may be restored to owners pardoned by the Pres­
ident, by the assistant commissioners, to whom 
applicat10ns for such restoration should be foi:7 
warded, so far as practicable, through the super­
intendents of the districts in which the lands arJ 
situated. 

http:POLITIC.AL


13 ORDERS AND· PROCLAMATIONS. 

Each application must be accompanied by­
lst. Evidence of special pardon by the Presi­

dent, or a. copy of the oath of amnesty pre­
scribed jn the President's pro~hmati?n of May 
29, 186<>, when the applicant 1s not mcluded in 
any of the classes therein excepted from the 
benefits of said oath. 

2d. Proof of title. 
_Offi?ers of- the ~ur~au through whom the ap­

plication passes will 1hdorse thereon such facts 
as ::nay assist the assistant commissioner in his 
decision, stating especially the use made by the 
bureau of the land. 

VIII. No land under cultivation by loyal 
refugees or freedmen will be restored under this 
circular, until the crops now growing shall be 
secured for the benefit of the cultivators, unless 
full and just compensation be made for their 
labor and its products, and for their exnendi­
ures. 0. 0. IIowAnD, 

J!ajor General, Commissioner. 
Approved: ANDREW JOHNSON, 

President of the United States. 

For the Return to Persons Pardoned, of their 
· . Property. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, August 16, 1865. 
• 	 Respectfully returned to the Commissioner 

of Bureau Refugees, Freedmen, &c. The records 
of this office show that B. B. Leake was spe­
cially pardoned by the President on the 27th 
ultimo, and was thereby restored to a\l·his rights 
of property, except as to slaves. Notwithstand­
ing this, it is understood that the possession of 
his property is withheld from him. I have, 
therefore, to direct that General Fisk, assistant 
commissioner at Nashville, Tennessee, be in­
structed by the Chief Commissioner of Bureau 
of Freedmen, &c., to relinquish possession of the 
property of Mr. Leake, held by him as assistant 
commissioner, &c., and that the same be imme­
diately restored to the said Leake. The same 
action will be had in all similar cases.* 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President United States. 

To 0. o.• HOWARD, 
l,faj. General, Com'r Fre·edmen's Affairs. 

Respecting Commercial Intercourse, and the 
Suppression of the Rebellion in the State of 
Tennessee, June 13, 1865. 
Whereas by my proclamation of the twenty­

ninth of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-five, all restrictions upon internal, 

• Extract from letter of General Howard, April 23, 1866, 
in reply to resolution of the llouse of Representatives of 
March 5, \S66: 

"In complying with these definite instructions, the bu­
renu has been compelled to part with the greater portion of 
the property once under its control. Except in the very 
few cases where property has been actually sold ua<ler the 
act of July 17, 1862, ant.l in that portion of South Carolina 
o.nd Georgia. embraced in the pro,·isions of General Sher~ 
man's :Field Order No. 15, its tenure of property has been too 
uncertain to justify allotments to freedmen. 

Acres. 
Property seized under act of July, 1862, and r<r 

stored by this bureau.................................... 15,452 
Abandoned property allotted to freedmen and re­

stored by this bureau.................................... 14,6ii2 
Abandoned pr?porty not nllot¥'d to freedmen re­

stored by tlus blireau ..............................,..... 400,000 

Total.""""""""""""""""""""'"""'"""""·""··................. 430,104" 


dome~tic, and comm.ercial intercourse, with cer­
tain exceptions therein specified and set forth, 
were removed "in such parts of the Slates of 
Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, :Mississippi, 
and so much of Louisiana as lies east of the 
1Iississippi river, as shall be embraced wilhin 
the lines of national military occupation; * *" 

And whereas by my proclamation of the 
twenty-second of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-five, for reasons therein gi, en, 
it was declared that certain ports of the United 
States which had been previously closed against 
foreign commerce, should, with certain specified 
exceptions be reopened to such commerce, on 
and after the first day of July next, subject to 
the laws of the United States, and in pursuance 
of such regulations as might be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury; 

And whereas I am rnt(sfactorily informed, 
that dangerous combinations against the laws of 
the United States. no longer exist within the 
State of 'rennessee; that the insurreclion here­
tofore existing within ~aid State has be0n sup­
pressed; that within the boundaries thereof the 
authority of the United States is undisputed; 
and that such officers of the United States as 
have been duly commissioned are in the undis­
turbed exercise of their official functions: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do 
hereby declare that all restrictions upon in­
ternal, domestic, and coastwise intercourse and 
trade, and upon the removal of products of 
States heretofore declared in insurrection, re­
serving and excepting only those relating to 
contraband of war, as hereinafter recited, and 
also those which ;relate to the reservation of the 
rights of the United States to property purchased 
in the territory' of an enemy, heretofore im­
posed in the territory of the United States east 
of the 1Iississippi river, are annulled, and I do 
hereby direct that thP.y be forthwith removed; 
and that on and after tho first day of July next 
all restriction upon foreign commerce with said 
ports, with the exception and reservation afore­
said, bo likewise removed; and that the com­
merce of such States shall be conducted under 
the supervision of the regularly appointed 
officers of the customs 'provided by law; and 
such offic~rs of the customs shall receive any 
captured and ab,:indoned property that may be 
turned over to them, under the law, by the 
military or naval forces of the United titates, 
and dispose of such property as shall be directed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The following articles contraband of war are 
excepted from the effect of this proclamation : 
arms, ammunition, all articles from whi.ch 
ammunition is made, and gray uniforms and 
cloth. 

And I hereby also proclaim and declare that 
the insurrection, so far as it relates to, and 
within the State of Tennessee, and the inhabi­
tants of the said State of Tennessee as re-organ­
ized and constituted under their recently adopted 
constitution and re-org:i,nization, and accepted 
by them, is suppressed, and therefore, also, that 
all the disabilities and disqualifications attach­
ing to said State and the inhabitants thereof

• 
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consequent UJ?On any. proclamations, _issue~ by 
virtue of the fifth section of the actent1tle<l An 
act further to provide for the collection of duties 
on imports and for other purposes," appro\·ed 
the thirteenth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-one, are removed. 

But nothing herein containe,l shall be consid­
ered or con3trued as in any wise changing or 
impairing any of the penalties an<l forfoitnres 
for treason heretofore incurred under the laws 
of the United Slates, or any of the provisions, 
restrictions, or disabilities set forth in my proc­
lanrntion, bearing dnte the twenty-ninlh <lay of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and sixty• 
five, or ns impairing existing regulations for the 
suspension of the habeas corpus, and the exercise 
of military law in cases where it shall be neces­
sary for the general public safety and welfare 
during the existing insurrection; nor shall this 
proclamation aITect, or in any way- imp,tir, any 
laws heretofore passed by Congress, and duly 
approved by the President, or any proclamations 
or orders, issued by him, during the aforesaid in­
surrection, abolishing slavery, or in any way 
affecting the rclatiom of slavery, whether of per­
sons or of property; but on the contrary, all 
such laws and proclamn.tions heretofore made or 
issued aro expressly saved, an<l declared to be in 
full force an<l virtne. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and en.used the seal of tho Unit0<l States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Wn.s_hington, this thir­
teenth day of June, rn tl1e year of our 
Lord one thousand- eight hundred n.ncl 

[sEAL.] sixty-five, and of the independence of 
tl1e United States of America the eight,;­
ninth. ANDREW JomrnoN. 

By the President: 
WILLIA:.I II. SEWARD, ffccretarY, of State. 

Blockado Rescinded, Juno 23, lfiG5. 
Whereas by tho proclamation of the Presi­

dent of tho fifteenth and twcnty-seventl1 of 
April, eighteen hundred mid sixty-one, a block­
ade of certain ports of the United States was set 
on foot; but whereas the reasons for that men.sure 
have ceased to exist: 

Now, tl:ierefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President.oftho United States, do hereby 
declare an<l proclaim the blockade aforesaid to 
be rescinded as to all the port3 aforesaid, includ­
ing that of Galveston an<l other ports west of 
the l\Ii~sissippi river, which ports will be open 
to foreign commerce on the first of July next, 
on the terms an<l conditions set forth in my 
proclamation of the twenty-second of 1'.Iay last. 

It is to be understood, however, that the block­
ad6 thus rescinded was n.n international measure 
for the purpose of protecting the sovereign rights 
of the U nitecl States. The greater or less sub­
version of civil authority in the region to which 
it applied, and the impracticability of at once 
restoring that in clue efficiency, may, for a season, 
m:.kc it a<lvisablo to employ the n.rmy n.nd navy 
of the United States towards carrying the laws 
into effect, wherever such ~mployment may be 
necessary. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my• 

hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty­
third day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand ei,,ht hun<lro<l and 

[L. s.] sixty-five, and of the 'Independence of 
the United States the eighty-ninth. 

ANDREW JonNso::,:r, 
By the President: 

W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary of State. 

Further Removal of Restrictions, August 29, 
1GG5. 

Whereas by my proclamations of the thir­
teenth and twenty-fourth of June, one.thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-five, removing restric­
tions, in part, upon internal, domestic, n.ncl coast­
wise intercourse and trade with those States 
rece11tly declared in insurrection, certain articles 
were excepted from the effect of said pr.oclama­
tions as contraband of war; and whereas the 
necessity for restricting trade in said articles has 
now, in a great measure, ceased.: It is hereby 
ordered, that on an<l after the 1st day of Sep­
tember, 18G5, all restrictions aforesaid be re­
moved, so that the articles <lechred by the said 
proclamations to be contraband of war may be• 
imported into and sold in said States, subject 
only to such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty­
ninth day of August, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hund~e<l and 

[L. s.] sixty-five, and of the Inctependence of the 
United Stn.tes of America the ninetieth. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 
By the rresident: 

WILLIAM II. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

Passports for Paroled Prisoners. 
DEPART)!ENT OF STATE, 

WASIIINGro::., Augtist· 25, 1SG5. 
Paroled prisoners asking pn.ssport.s n.s citizens 

of the United States, and against whom no spe­
cial charges mn.y be pending, will be furnished 
with rassports upon n.pplicn.tion therefor to th~ 
De-partmen t of State in the usu~l form. Buch 
passports will, however, be issued upon the con­
dition that tho applicants do not return to the 
United Stn.tes witl1out leave of the !'resident. 
Other persons implicated in the rebellion, who 
may wish to go abroad, will apply tQ the De­
partment of State for passports, and the appli­
cations will be disfosed of according to the 
merits of the severa cases. 

By ~he President of the United States. 
WILLIA:.I II. SEWARD, 

Paroling certain State Prisoners. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

WASHINGTON, October 11, 1865. 
Whereas the following named persons, to wit: 

John A. Campbell, of Alabama; John II. Rea­
gan, of Texas ; AlAander II. Stephens, of 
Georgia; George A. Trenholm, of South Caro­
lina; and Charles Clark, of Mississippi, lately 
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engaged in rebellion against the United States 
Government, who are now in close custody, lrnve 
made their suLmission to the authority of the 
United States and applied to tho l'rcsidcn t for 
pard0n under his proclamation; and whereas, 
the authority of the Federal Government is suf­
ficiently restored in the aforesaid Slates to admit 
of the enlargement of said persons from close 
custody, it lf!_ ordered that they be released on 
giving their respective paroles to a[>pear at such 
time :1,n<l place as the Presi<lcnt may designate, 
to answer any charge that he may direct to be 
preferred a:;aimt them; ::m<l also that they will 
respectively abide until further orders in the 
places herein designate<l, and not depart there­
from: John A. C;impbP.11, in the State of Ab­
bama; John IL Reagan, in the State of Texas; 
Alexander IL Stephe1!s, in the State of Georgia; 
George A. Trenholm, m the State of South Caro­
lina; and Charles Clark, in the State of 11issis­
sippi. And if the President should grant his 
p;irdon to any of said persons, such person's 
parole will be tl.rnreby discharged. 

ANDREW JoIINSON, 
President. 

l't1artial Law Withdrawn from Kentucky, Octo­
ber 12, 18G5. 

Whereas by a proclamation of the fifth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty­
four, tho President of the United States, when 
the civil Wl\r was flagrnnt, and when combina­
tions wero in progress in Kentucky for the pur­
pose of incitinq insurgent rai<ls into thl\t State, 
direct.cu that tue proclamation suspending the 
writ of habeas corpus shoul<l be made effeclual 
in Kentucky, ::md that martial law shonl<l be es­
tablisheu there and conlinue until said procb­
mation should be rcvoke<l or modifie<l; 

And whereas since then the danger of insurgent 
raid3 into Kentucky has substantially passed 
away: 

Now, therefore, be iL known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the Unite<l States, by vir­
tue of the authority vested in me by the Consti­
tution, do hereby declare that the said procla­
mation of the fifth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundre<l and sixty-four, shall be, and is 
hereby, mo<lified in so far that martial law shall 
Le no longer in force in Kentucky from an<l after 
the date hereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand ancl caused tho seal of the Uuile<l States to 
be affixed. 

Dono at the city of Washington this twelfLh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty­

[ ]L, 8
• five, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the ninetieth. 
ANDREW J OII:S-SON. 

By the President: , 
W. HUNTER, Actin7 Secretary of State. 

Annulling the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus, 
Docomber 1, 1865 

Whereas by 1.he prochm:1tion of the President 
of tho United States of tho fifteenth day of Sep­
tember, oue thousan<l eight hundred an<l sixty­
three, the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
~ms, in ccr,ain caseq therein set forlh., suspcndc{l 
throughout tho Unit.e<l St;ites; 

And where<J.s the reasons for that SU!'J)ension 
m:iy be regarded as having ceased in some of the 
States an<l Territories: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, rresi<lentof the United States, do here­
by proclaim and declare that lhe su.•pemion 
aforesaid, and all othe:· proclam;itions ;ind or<lers 
suspendiucr the privilege of tho writ of habeas 
corpus in tl1e St:ttes an<l Territories of the United 
States, are revoked and annulled excepting as to 
the States of Virginia, Kentucky, TennC;,see, 
North C;iroliua, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ark;inrns, and 
Texas, the District of Columbia, au<l the Territo- ­
ries of New Mexico and Arizona. 

Iu witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixe<l. 

Done at the city of Washington this first d:1y 
of December, in the year of our Lord one 

[
L s] thousand ei9ht hundred and sixty-five, 

· · an<l of the lll<lepeudence of the Umted 
States of America the ninetieth. 

ANDREW JOHNSO~. 
By the President: 

WILLIA)! H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

Announcing that tho Rebellion has ended, April 
2, 1866. 

Whereas, by proclamations of the fifteenth and 
nineteenth of April, one thousand eight hundrell 
and sixty-one, tho President of the United States, 
in virtue of tho power vested in him by the Con­
stitution an<l the laws, declared that the laws of 
the Unite•l St;ites were opposed, aud the execu­
tion thereof obstructed in the States of South 
Carolina, Georgi[\, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, an<l Texas, by combinations too power­
ful to be suppressed by the or<linary course of . 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in 
tho m:1rshals by law; , 

And whereas, by another proclamation made 
on the sixteenth day of August, 'in tho same 
year, in pursuance of an act of Congress approved 
July t\irteenlh, one thournnd eight hunJrcd and 
sixty-one, the iuhabitantsofthe t:ltates of Georgia, 
South Carolin;i, Virginia, North Carolina, Ten­
nessee, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, 
1fosissippi, and Florida ( except the inhabitants 
of that part of the State of Virgini:1 lying west of 
the Alleghany mountains, nnd to such other parts 
oft hat State and the other St[lles before named, as 
mi~ht, maintain a loyal adhesion to the Union ~ .. 
and the Constitution, or might be from time to .... lime occupied and controlled by forces of the 
U nitcd St:1tes engaged in the dispersion of insur­
gents) wero declared to be in :t state of insurrec­
tion ag:,Jnst the United States; 

And whereas, by anqther proclamation of the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hur.dred and 
sixty-two, issued in pnrsu:1nce of an act of Con­
gress approved June 7, in the same year, the in­
surrection was dechre<l to be still existing in the 
States aforesaid, with the exception of 'certain 
specified counties in the Sbte of Virginia; 
· An<l where;is, by another proclamation made 

on 1.he second da.y of April, one 1.homand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, in pnrsua.nce of tho act 
of Con'(ress of J1ily 13, one thousan<l eight hurr­
drcd an<l sixty-one, L~o e:rneptions nam()(l in thR 
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proclamatio:i -of August lG, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-one ,vererevoked, and them­
habitants of the States ofGeorgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Florid:1, and Vir­
ginia, (except the forty-eight counties of Vir[;inia 
designated as West Virginia, and the ports of New 
Orleans, Key West, Port Royal, and Beaufort, 
in South Carolina,) were declared to be still in a 
state of insurrection a1;1ainst the United States. 

And whereas the l1ouse of Representatives, 
on the 22d day of July, one thousand eight hun­
dred and sixty-one, adopted a resolution in the 
words following, namely: 

"Resolved by the Ilouse of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States, That the pres­
ent deplorable civil war has been forced upon 
the country by the disnnionists of the southern 
States, now in revolt against the constitutional 
Government, and in arms around the capital; 
that in this nation:11 emergency Congress, ban­
ishing all feelings of mere p:1ssion or resentment, 
will recollect only its duty to the whole country; 
that this war is not waged on our part in any 
spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of con­
quest or subjug:1tion, nor purpose of overthrow­
ing or interfering with the rights or est:1blished 
institutions of those States; but to defend and 
m:1intain the supremacy of the Constitution and to 
preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, 
and rights of the several States unimpaired; 
that as soon as these objects are accomplished, 
the war ought to ce:1se." 

And whereas the Senate of the United States, 
on the 25th 0day of Julv, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-one, adopted a resolution in 
the words following, to wit: 

" Resolved, That the present deplorable civil 
war has been forced upon the country by the 
disunionists of the southern States, now in re­
volt against the constitutional Government, and 
in arms around the capital; that in this national 
emergency Congress, banishing all feeling of 
mere p:1ssion or resentment, will recollect only 
its duty to the whole country; that this war is 
not prosecuted on our part in any spirit of op­
pression nor for any purpose of conquest or sub­
jugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or inter­
fering with the rights or established institutions 
of those States, but to defend :1nd maint:1in the 
supremacy of the Constitution and all laws m:1de 
in pursuance thereof, and to preserve the Union 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 

• • 	 several St:1tes unimpaired; that as soon as these 
•, 	9bjects are :1ccomplished, the war ought to 

cease." 
And where:1s these resolutions, though not 

~oint or concurrent in form, are substantially 
1dentical, and as such m:1y be regarded its lrnving 
expressed the sense of Congress upon the subject 
to which they rebte; 

And whereas, by my proclamation of the thir­
teenth day of June last, the insurrection in the 
State of Tennessee was declared to have been 
tmppressed, the authority of the United States 
therein to be undisputed, and such United States 
pfiicers as had been duly commissioned to be in 
the undisputed exercise of their official functions; 

And whereas there now exists no org:1nized 
.armed resistance of misguided citizens or others 

MANUAL, 

\ 
to the authority of the United States in the 
States of Geor~ia, South Carolina, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Florid:1, and the laws 
c:1n be sust:1ined and enforced therein by the 
proper civil authority, State or Federal, and the 
people of the said States are well and loyally 
disposed, and have conformed or will conform in 
~heir legislation to the condition of a!fa_irs grow­
mg out of the amendment to the Const1tut10n of 
the United States, prohibiting slavery >,Yithin 
the limits and jurisdiction of the United States; 

And whereas, in view of the before recited 
premises, it is the m:1nifest determination of the 
American people that no State, of its own will, 
has the right or the power to go out of, or separate 
itself from. or be separated from the American 
Union, and that therefore each State ought to 
remain and constitute an integral p:1rt of the 
United States; 

And whereas the people of the several before-­
mentioned States have, in the manner afores:1id, 
given satisfa~tory evidence that, they acq_uiesce 
rn this sovereign and impo1tant rcsolut10n of 
national uni.ty; , 

And whereas it is believed to be a fund:1mental 
principle of government that people who have 
revolted, and who have been overcome and sub­
dued, must either be dealt with fO as to induce 
them voluntarily to become friends, or else they 
must be held by absolute milit:1ry power, or de­
vastated, so as to prevent them from ever a~ain 
doin~ harm as enemies, which !:1st-named policy 
is abllorrent to humanity and freedom; 

And whereas the Constitution of the United 
St:1tes provides for constituent communities only 
as States and not as Territories, dependencies, 
provinces, or protectorates; 

And where:1s such constituent Sbtes must ne• 
cessarily be and by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States are made equals and placed 
upon a like footing as to political rights, 1mm11­
mties, di&nity, and power, with the several 
States witl1 which they are united; 

And whereas the observance of political equal­
ity as a principle of ri;:;ht and justice is well cal­
cubted to encourage the people of the aforesaid 
States to be and become more and more oonstant 
and persevering in their renewed allegiance; 

And whereas sbnding armies, military occu­
p:1tion, m:1rti:1~ bw, military tribunals, and the 
suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus are, in time of peace, dangerous to public 
liberty, incompatible with the individual rights 
of the citizen, contrary to the genius and spirit 
of our free institutions, and exhaustive of the 
national resou.ces, and ought not, therefore, to 
be sanctioned or allowed, except in c:1ses of actual 
necessity, for repelling invasion or suppressing 
insurrection or rebellion ; 

And where:1s the policy of the Government of 
the United States, from the beginning of the in­
surrection to its overthrow and final suppression, 
has been in conformity with the principles here­
in set forth and enumerated: 

Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson, Presi­
dent of the United States, do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the insurrection whid1 hereto­
fore existed in the States of Georgia, South 
Carolina, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
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Alabama, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Florida is at an end, and is henceforth to be so 
regarded.* 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
har.d, and caused the seal of the United States 
to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, the second 
day of April, in the year of our Lord 

SEAL.] one thousand eight hundred and sixty­
[ six, -and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the ninetieth. 
ANDREW JOHNSO::,', 

By the President: 
WM. H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

Order in Relation to Appointments to Office. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, April 7, 1866. 

It is eminently right and proper that the 
Government of the United States should give 
earnest and substantial evidence of its just ap­
preciation of the services of the pal riotic men 
who, when the life of the nation was imperiled, 
entered the army and navy to preserve the 
integrity of th" Union, defend the Government, 
and maintain and perpetuate unimpaired its 
free institutions. It i3 therefore directed: 

First. That in appointmenta to office in the 
several executive departments of tho General 
Government and the various branches of the 
public service connected with said departments, 
preference diall be given to such meritorious and 
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors, par­
ticularly those who have been disabled• by 
wounds received or diseases contracted in the 
line of duty, as may possess the 'proper qualifi­
cations. 

Second. Tha.t in all rromotions in said depart­
ments and the severa branches of the public 
service connected therewith, such persons shall 
have prefere.nce, when equally eligible and 

• The following official telegraphic correspondence shows 
the scope of the proclamation, in the opiuion of the Presi­
dent: 

AUGUSTA, GA., .April 7, 1806. 
Maj. Gen. 0. O. IIoWARD: 

Does the President's recent proclamation remove martial 
law in this State? If so, Gen. Brannan does not feel au­
thorized to arre~t parties who have committeU outragt>S on 
freed people or Union refugees. Please anc:iwer by telegraph. 

DAVIS 'l'ILI.80.'f, 
Brig. Gen. of Vols. 

[Answer.] 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, ,VAR DEPARTME~T, 

. WASHIXGTON, .April 17, 1866. 
The President's proclamation does not remove martial 

law, or operate in any way upon the Freedmen's Ilnreau in 
'the exercise of its leoitimate jurisdiction. It is not expe­

dient, however, to resort to military tril,unal in nny caso 
where justice can l>e attained through the medium of civil 
authority. E. D. TOWNSEND, A. A.G. 

TO GOVERNOR. WORTH, OF NORTH CAROLT~A. 

W.\SRINOTON, D. C., .Apri1 27, l~G~. 
To Oov. ",.ORTH: I am <lirected by the P1·esident to illfurm 

yon that l,y llis proclamation of April 2, 1866, it "·as not 
intended to intC'rfcre with militn.ry commi3~ior,s at that 
time or previously orp;anized, or trials then pending before 
such commi.s~ions, unless Uy special instructions th(' accnsecJ 
were to l.J(j tnrne1l over thech·il authorities. Genernl Ruger 
has been instrncterl to proceed with the trial to which yon 
refer; bul hcfcro the execution of any S(·11tonce ren,lt•re..l liy 
said commission, to rrport nil the proc1i, dirn!B to the \fnr 
Department for <'Xnmination and revision. 'l'heTe lrni:t be('n 
an order tliiH da_r prcpnred. nnd w)iich \\'ill soon he issued. 
whkh will relieve and settle nil emharrass1JJ(•nt. gnnvin!! 
0·1t of a mil'lro11strnction of the pruclnmalion, of which I 
will send you a copy. 1::nw.,rD r.ooPr:R. 

.Acting Private Secretary to tl<e President. 
2 

qualified, over those who have na.t faithfully 
and honorably served in the land and naval 
forces of the United States. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 

Order in Relation to Trials by Military Conrts 
and Commissions. 

WAR DEPART:MENT, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

.,. WASHINGTON, };Jay l, 1866. 
General Orders No. 26: 

Whereas some military commanders are em­
barrassed by doubts as to the operation of tho 
proclamation of the President, dated the 2d day 
of April, 1866, upon trials by military courts­
martial and military offenses, to remove such 
doubts, it is ordered by the President that-­

Hereafter, whenever offenses committed by 
civilians are to be tried where civil tribunals are 
in existence which can iry them, their cases are 
not authorized to he, and will not be, brought 
before military courts-martial or commissions, 
hut will be committed to tlie proper civil author­
ities. This order is not. applicable to camp fol­
lowers, as provided for under the 60th Article of 
War, or to contractors and others specified in 
seclion 16, act of July 17, 1862, and sections 1 
and 2, act of March 3, 1863. Persons and of­
fenses cognizable by the Rules and Articles or 
War, and by the act~ of Congress above cited, 
will continue to bo tried and punished by mili­
tary tribunals 'as prescribed by the Rules and 
Articles of War and acts of Congress, herein­
after cited, to wit: 

Sixtieth of the Rules and Articles of War. All 
sutlers and retainers to the camp, and all per-. 
sons whatsoever serving with the armies of the 
United States in the field, though not enlisted 
soldiers, are to be subject to orders according to 
the rules and discipline of war. * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TuwNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

Against the Fenian Invasion of Canada, June 
6, 1866. 

"\Vhereas it has become known to me that cer­
tain evil-disposed persons have, within the ter­
ritory and jurisdiction of the United St.ates, 
begun and set on foot, and have provided and 
prepared, and are still engaged in providing and 
preparing, means for a military expedition and 
enterprise, which expedition and enterrrise is to 
be carried on from the territory and jurisdiction 
cf the l:nitqd States against colonies, districts, 
and people of British North America, within ihe 
domm ions of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, with which said colonies, 
districts, and people, and kingdom the United 
States are at peace; 

And whereas the proceedincrs aforesaid consti. 
tute a high misdemeanor, forbidden by the laws 
of the United States, as well as by the law of 
nations: 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of preventing 
the carrying on of the unlawful expedition 
and enterprise aforesaid, from the territory and 
jurisdiction of the United States, and to rnain­
'tain the public peace, as well as the nationay 
honor, and enforce obedience and respect to the 
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laws of the United Statr~. I, Andrew Johnson, I In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
Pre~1dent of the United States, do admonish and 
warn all good citizens of the United States 
agaimt taking part in or in any wise aiding, 
countenancing, or abetting said unlawful pro­
ceedings, and I do exhort all judges, magistrates, 
marshal,;, and officers in the service of the United 
States, to employ all their awful authority and 
power to prevent and defeat the aforesaid un­
lawful proceedings, and to arrest and bring to 
justice all persons who may be engaged tl1;erern.* 

And, pursuant to the act of Congress rn such 
case macle and provided, I do furthermore au­
thorize and empower 1Iajor General George G. 
Meade, commander of the 1Iilitary Division of 

d lh l l l dt e Atlantic, to emp oy t 10 an an n_a:v~ 
forces of the United States and the m1ht1a 
thereof; to arrest and prevent the setting on 

d. · 	 d t
foot an d carrying on t he expe 1tion an en er­
prise aforesaid. · 

hand, and caused the seal of the United States 
to he affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington the sixth day · 
of June, in the year of our Lord one 

[SEAL.] 	 thousand eight hundred and sixty-
six, and of the Inclepondcnce of tlie 
United States the ninetieth. 

ANDREW JorrNSON. 
By the President: 

WILLIAM II. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

• 	Circular to the District Aftorn,ys and Marshals of the 
United States. 

ATTOR:S-F.Y OE:s-ERAL's OFFICE, WASHJNGTo:., D. C., June 
5, 1866.-lly direction of tho President you nre herehy in .. 
structcd to cause the arrest of nll prominent, le,uling, or . 
conspicuous persons called Fcnians, whom .ro11 may have 
probaule cause to believe have \Jeen or may be p:uilty of 
violations of the neutrality laws of the Unitecl ::_;\fates. 

JAMES SPJ:Eo, 
,i ttorney General. 

III. 

ACTION OF THE CONVENTIONS AND LEGISLATURES OF 

THE LArfELY INSURRECTlONARY STATES. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
1865, April 27-Gen. Schofield announced the 

cessation of hostilities within that State. 
April 28-Gen. Schofield issued an order that, 

under the emancipation proclamation, all per­
sons heretofore held as slaves are now free, and 
that it is the duty of the army to maintain their 
freedom. · 

May 29-William W. Holden appointed Pro­
visional Governor. 

June 12-Provisional Governor IIolden issued 
hiR proclamation announcing his purpose to or­
der an election for a convention, and to appoint 
justices of the peace to administer the oath of 
allegiance and conduct the election, &c. 

Jul[ -President Johnson ordered the cot­
ton o the Sta.ta to be restored to her, and the 
proceeds of all that had been sold to be paid to 
her agents. 

August 8-Provisional Governor Holden fixed 
Thursday, September 21, for the election of a 
convention. 

Voters'• qualifications are thus prescribed: 
"No person will be allowed to vote who is not 

a voter qualified as prescribed by the constitn­
tion and laws of the State in force immediately 
before the 20th day of May, 1861, except that 
the payment of poll tax shall not be required. 

"All paroled soldiers of the army and navy of 
the pretended Confederate States, or of this State, 
and all paroled officers of the army and navy of 
the pretended Confederate States, or of this State, 
under and inclnding the rank of colonel, if of the 
army, and under and including the rank of lieu-
tenant,if of the navy, will be allowed tovote,pro­

/ . 
vided they are not included in any of the fourteen 
excluded classes of the President's amnesty pro­
clamation; and, provided further, that they are 
citizens of the State in accordance with the terms 
p/escribed in the preceding paragraph. 

"No person will be allowed to vote who does 
not exhibit to the inspectors a copy of the am­
nesty oath, as contained in the President's pro­
clamation of 1Iay 2D, 18G5, signed by himself 
and certified by at least two justices of the peace.'' 

The convention to meet October 2. 
September 2D-The colored people of the State 

met in convention in llaleigh, and petitioned for 
legidation to secnre compensation for labor, and 

, enable them to eclncate tl1eir children, and ask­
ing protection for the family relation, and for 
tho 1:epei:l of oppressive laws making unjust dis­
crimrnabons on account of race or color. 

October 2-Convention met. 
October 7-The secession ordinance declared 

"null and void.'' 
October 	9-An ordinance passed, declaring 

;,la very forever prohibited within the State. 
October 10-0rd,iuance passed, proviJing for 

an election for Governor, members of the Legis­
latnre, and seven members of Congress November 
fl, the Provisional Governor to give the certifi­
cates. Each member of the Legislature, and 
each voter to be qualified "acco,ding to the now 
existing constitutio:;. of the State" : Provided, 
That no one shall be eligible to a seat, or be ca­
pable of voting, who, being free in all respects, 
shall not, before 1Iay 2D, l::iG5, have takm, Presi­
dent Lincoln's amnesty oath,or haYe taken Prcsi­
dent Johnson's oath, and who shall not in 
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either case be of the excepted cfa.sses. All per­
sons who have preferred petitions for pardon 
slmll l,e deemed to have been pardoned if the fact 
of being pardoned shall be announced by the 
Governor, although the pardon may not have 
been received. The payment of a pubJ.ic tax 
slmll not be required as a qualification of the 
voter in the elections in November nr,xt. 

October 12-Convention tabled a prooosition 
to prohibit th~payment of the war dcbt"crcated 
by the State in aid of the rebellion. 

October 16-0r<linance passed, dividing the 
State into seven congressional districts. 

October 17-llesolution adopted, requesting 
Congress to repeal the "test-oath." 

October 18-rresident Johnson sent this tele­
gram: 

EXECUTIVF. OFFICE, 
W ASin:saro~. D. C., October 18, 1865. 

W.W. 	HoLDE~, Pro·visional Governor: 
Every dollar of the debt cren,ted to aid the 

rebellion against the U:1i ted States should be re­
pudiated finally and forever. The great mass of 
the people ~hould not be taxed to pay a debt to 
aid in carrying on a rebellion which they in 
fact, if left to themselves, were opposed to. Let 
those who have given their means for the obli­
gations of th,, State look to that power they 
tried to establish in violation of law, constitu­
tion, and will of the people. They mnst meet 
their fate. It is their misfortune, and cannot be 
recognized by the people of any State professi~ 
themselves loyal to the government of the Uni­
ted States and in the Union. I repeat that the 
loyal people of North Carolina should be exon­
erated from the payment of every dollar of in­
debtedness created to aid in cn,rrying on the 
rebellion. I trust and hope that the people of 
North Carolina will wash their hands of every­
thing that partakes in the slightest degree of 
the rebellion, which has been so recently crushed 
by the strong arm of the Government m carry­
ing out the obligations imposed by the Constitu­
tion of the Union. ANDREW JoIINSON, 

President of the United States. 

October 19-0rdinance passed, that no officer 
of this State who may have taken an oath of 
office to support tl:ie constitution of the Confed­
erate States, shall be capal,le of holdini$ under 
tr.a State any office of trust or profit w11ich he 
held when he took such oath, until he mar be 
appointed or re-elected to the same; and al the 
offices lately held by such persons are hereby 
declared vacant. 

October 19-Convention-yeas 84, nays 12­
passed an ordinance prohibiting the assumption 
of the State debt created in aid of the rebellion. 
An amendment lo refer this question to a vote 
of the people, lost. 

November 9-Election of State officers and 
Representatives in Congress. Same day, ordi­
nances repealing secession ordinance and anti­
slavery ordinance, submitted to popular vote, 
and approv~d. 

November 13-Legislatnre met. 
December 1-The Legislature ratified, with 

six dissenting voices, the anti-slavery amend­
ment. 

December 9.-Jonathan Worth declared elected 

Governor, by a vote of 32,529 to 25,809 for 
Prov. Gov. Holden. 

December H>-Governor Worth qunlified. 
180G, 1Iay 21-The Convention re-assembled. 

A motion to adjourn sine die was tabled, 61 to 3'0. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
1865, May IO-Governor Clark called an extra. 

session of the Legislature for the 18th, to order 
a State Convention. 

May 21-1fajor General C11nby telegraphed 
as follows to Major General Warren, command­
ing the department: "By direction of the Pre,i ­
dent, you will not recognize any officer of the 
Confederate or 8tate government, within the 

,limits of your comm,i,nd, as authorized to exer­
cise in any manner whr.tevcr the functions of 
their late offices. You will prevent, by force if 
nece,sary, any attempt of any of the legislatures 
of the :States in insurrection to assemble for 
legislative purposes, and will impriwn any mem­
bers or other persons who may attempt to exer­
cise these functions in opposition to your orders." 

June 13-\Villiam L. ::lharkey appointed Pro­
visional Governor. 

July 1-Prov. Gov. Sharkey issued a proc1a.­
ma,tion appointing local officers, and fixing an 
election for a Convention-August 7th-voters 
to have these qualifications: 

"Voters for dr.legates to this convention must 
possess the qnalifications require,! by the consti­
tution and laws as they existed rrior to the 9th 
day of J n,nuary, 18Gl, and must also produce a. 
certificate that they have taken, before a com­
petent officer, the amne,ty oath prescribed l,y 
the proclamation of the 2Dth of May, 1865, which 
certificate shall be attached to or accompanied 
by a copy of the oath, and no one will be eligi­
ble as a member of this convention who has not 
also taken this oath." 

August 14-Convention met. · 
August 15-President Johnson sent this tele­

gram: 
'EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

WASIIINGTON, D. C., August 15, 1865. 
Go,ernor W. L. 8rrARKEY, Jackson, ~lfiss.: 

I am gratified to see that you have organized 
your Convention without difiiculty. I hope that 
without delay your Convention will amend your 
State constitution; abolishing slavery and deny­
ing to all future legislatures the power to legis­
ln,te that there is property in man; also that they 
will adopt. the amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States abolishing slavery. If you 
could extend the elective franchise to all persons 
of color who can read the Constitution of the 
United States in English and write their names, 
and to all persons of color who own real estate 
vn,lued at not less thv,n two hundred and fifty 
dollars, and pav taxes thereon, you would com­
pletely disarm ihn adversary and set an example 
the other States will follow. This you can do 
with perfect safety, and you thus place tha 
sonthern States, in reference to free per8ons of 
color, upon the same basis with the free States. 
I hope and trust your convention will do this, 
and, as a consequence, the radicals, who are wild 
upon negro franchise, will be completely foiled 
in their attempt to keep the southern States 
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from renewing their relations to the Union by 
not accepting their senators and representatives.* 

ANDREW Jorrnso:., President of the U.S. 
August 21-0rdinance passed that" the in'sti­

tution of slavery having been destroyed in the 
State of l\Iississippi," neither slavery nor invol­
untary servitude, &c., shall hereafter exist in the 
State. 

August 21-An election ordered for first Mon­
day in 9ctober for State and county officers, and 
RepresentativWl in Congress in the several con­
gressional distrid3 as they were fixed by the 
legislature in 1S5i. 

August 22-Secession ordinance declared null 
and void. 

October 7-The colored citizens of }.[ississippi 
met in convention, and protested agninst the re­
actiona1y policy prevailing, and expressing the 
fear t,ntt the Legislature will pass such proscrip­
tive laws as will drive the freedmen from the 
State, or practically re-enslave them. 

October lG-Legislatnre met. 
October 17-I3enjamin G. Humphreys inaugu­

rated Uovernor. 
Kovember 20-Governor Humphreys sent a 

message recommendinl:\ that negroes Le permitted 
to sue and be sued, anct give testimony, and that 
the freedmen Le en-couraged to engage in pur­
suits of industry, and that a militia bill be 
passed, "to protect our people against insurrec­
tion, or any possible combination of vicious 
white men and negroes." 

NovembC>r 24 -Bill passed "reserving twenty 
per cent. of t.he rev en ne of the State as a fund 
for the relief of destitute disabled Confederate 
aud State soldiers, and their widows, and for the 
support and education of indigent children of 
deceased or disabled Confederate or State sol­
diers, to be dim·ibuted annually," &c. 

November 27-The joint committee reported 
against ratifying the anti-slavery amendment, 
i;ir reasons given; and the Legislature aJopted 
it. 

November 29-The Legislature adopted a 
memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
asking for the repeal of the "test oath." No­
vember 2:l, one for the pardon of Jacob Thomp­
son. November 8, one for the pardon of J effer­
son Davis. 

December 1-The name of Jones county 
changed to Davis. 

DeccmLer 5-I3ill passed, taxing each male 
inhabitant. of the State, between 21 and 60, $1, 
and aathorizing any person having in his or her 
employ any one subject to the· tax, to pay it and 
charge it to the person for whom paid. All offi­
cers and enlisted men who have herefore received 

*As lwaring upon thi:i point. this lettl:'r from the late 
PresiJent Liucolu, 011 a. similar Ol'C:1~i1Jn, lias ,·,due: 

EXECCTI\"& l]ANS10~, 
lL\SJ-U:-.GTO!i, Alarch 13, 1S6!. 

Ilon Micrun IIrn": 
J\ly Dis>n Sm~ I cnn::rratnlate yon on haxing fix"d your 

name i11 liistory n~ the first free ~tate UnvPmorof Lottisiana. 
Now von arc nhout to have a couvcntion. which. nmung­
other· ttiiugs, will protnthl_y UPfinc the elt•ctir(I franchbe. I 
barely :-H:.,;-;.;e-4., for your prirnte consit.lcrntion, whHthPr 
13omo of thn colored pt>op'e may llllt lJe )Pt in, as, for i ,statwe, 
tho HJ ·.v i11lelii:;lHlt. :"ail c•,,p1!ci:d!,v tlio~e who h·,,·e fun'.!;ht 
gall:rntly in our r.•11kj. They wonltl pro!1ahl.Y lwlp, in fiome 
trJin;z: ti111•1 to cuuw. to kN·p the jt•wcl nf lillnty rn the 
family of f,·cl•t:0111. Uut thii id only l\ tmg-gestion. not to 
the pul.lic, l,ut to y(,u alPne. 

Truly yours, A. LI~COL"· 

pensions, and have forfeited the same by taking 
a part in the late war against the United States, 
shall be exempt from poll tax. 

GEORGIA. 
1865, May 3-Gov. Joseph E. Brown issued a 

proclamation calling an extra meeting of the 
Legislature fur 22d. 

May 11-Maj. Gen. Gillmore issued an order 
annulling this proclamation, and directing the 
persons interested not to heed it. 

June 17-James Johnson appointed Pro­
visional Governor. 

July 13--Prov. Gov. Johnson issued a proc­
lamation fixing the first Wednesday in October 
for an election for delegates to a Convention­
these to be the qualifications of voters: 

" That no person at such election shall bs 
qualified as an elector, or shall be elisible as a. 
member of such convention, unless ho shall have 
previously thereto taken and subscribed to the 
oath of amnesty, as set forth in the President's 
proclamation of May 29, A. D. 18G5, and is a 
voter qualified as prescribed by the constitution 
and laws of the State of Georgia, in force imme­
diately before the lllth of January, A. D. 18Gl, 
the date of the so-called ordinance of secession." 

October 7-N'ames of members elect requiring 
pardons sent to the President, and pardons re­
turned, as in each of the other States. 

October 25-Conventio;, met. 
~tober 30-Secession ordinance repealed ; or­

dinance passed dividing the Staie in'lo seven con­
gressional districts. 

November 4-SlaYery declared abolished," the 
Government of the United States having, as a 
war measure, proclaimed all slaves held or owned 
in this State emancipated from slavery, and 
having carried that rroclamation into full prac­
tical e!fect." "Provided, Tbat acquiescence m the 
action of the Government of the United 8tates 
is not intended to orerate as a relinquishment, 
or wailer, or estoppe , of such claim for compen­
sation of loss sustained by reason of the eman­
cipation of his slaves, as any citizen of Georgia. 
may hereafter make upon the justice and mag­
nanimity of that Government." 

NovPmber 8-The State debt of Georgia, 
incurred in aid of the rebellion, declared nnll 
and void-yeas 133, nayd 117. Pending this 
proposition theso telegrams were sent: 

1-frLLEDGEVILLE, GA., October 27, 18G5. 
His Excellency ANDP.EW JouNSON, 

President of the United Slates: 
We need some aid to repeal the war debt. 

Send me word on the subject. What should the 
Convention do? J. Jom,soN, 

Provisional Governor of Georgia. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
WASIIINGTON, D. C., October 28, 18G5. 

JAirns JonNSON, I'rovisiunal Governor: 
Your <lesputch has been received. The people 

of Georgia ,hould not hesitate one single moment 
in repudiating e\·cry single dollar of debt created 
for il1e purpose of aidin;i: tho rebellion against 
the GoYernment of tlie United States. It will 
not do to levy and <"ollcct taxes from a State and 
peo1,lc bliitt itre loyal and iu the Union, to pay 
a debt that was created to itid in an e[ort to t.i.ke 
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them out, and thereby rnbvert the Con,titution 
of the United States. I do not believe the great 
mass of the people of the State of Georgia, when 
left uninfluenced, will ever submit to the pay­
ment of a debt which was the main cause of 
bringing on their 1ast and present suffering, the 
result of the rebel ion. Those who vested their 
capital in the creation of this debt must meet 
their fate, and take it as one of the inevitable 
results of the rebellion, though it may seem hard 
to them. It should at once be made known at 
home and abroad, that no debt contracted for 
the purpose of dissolving the Union of the States 
can or ever will be paid by taxes levied on the 
people for such purpose. 

ANDREW Jom:soN, 
President of the United States. 

Hon. W. H. SEwARD : 
We are pressed on the war debt. What should 

the Convention do? J. Jo1rnso:i., 
Provisional Governor of Georgia. 

MILLEDGEVILLE, October 27, 1865. 

His Excellency JAMES JomisoN, 
Provisional Governor of Georgia: 

Your several tele"rams have been received. 
The President of the United States cannot recog­
nize the people of any State as having resumed 
the relations of loyalty to the Union that admits 
as legal, obligations contracted or debts created 
in their name, to promote the war of the rebel­
lion. WILLIA1! II. SEWARD. 

WASIIINGTON, October 28, 1865. 
November 8-Convention adjourned. . 
November 15-Election held for State officers 

and Representatives in Congress. 
December 4-Legislature met. 
December 5-Legislature ratified the anti-sla­

verv amendment. 
1°866, January-A convention of colored per­

sons at Augusta advocated a proposition to give 
those who could write and read well, and pos­
sessed a certain property qualification, the nght 
of suffrage. 

March 10-Bill passed leg}slature, authorizing 
an extra tax, the amount to oe fixed by the grand 
juries, but not to exceed two per cent: upon the 
State tax, for the benefit of indigent soldiers, and 
the in<ligent families of deceased soldiers of the 
Confederate and State troops. Artificial arms 
and legs to be furnished disabled soldiers. 

ALABAMA. 
1865, June 21-Lewis E. Parsons appointed 

Provisional Governor. 
July 20-Provisional Governor Parsons issued 

a proclamation, fixing August 31 for an election 
for a Convention, under these restrictions: "But 
no person can vote in said election, or be a can­
didate for election, who is not a legal voter as 
the law was on that day; and if he is excep­
ted from the benefit of annesty, under the 
President's proclamation of the 29th May, 1865, 
he must have obtained a pardon. 

"Every person mnst vote in t):ie county of his 
residence, and, before he is allowed to do so, must 
take and subscribe the oath of amnesty pre­
scribed in the President's proclamation of the 
29th of May, 1865, before some one of the ofii­

cers hereinafter appointed for that purpose in 
the county where he offers to vote; and any 
person offering to vote in violation of these rules 
or the laws of Alabama on the 11th of January, 
1861, will be punished. 

September 12-Convention met. 
September 18-Election for State officers fixed 

for first Monday in November-the Provisional 
Governor aut.!1orized to order an election for Rep­
resentatives in Con"ress. 

September 20-Slavery abolished,"" as t_he in­
stitution of slavery has been destroyed m the 
State of Alabama." Secession ordinance de­
clared " null and void." Rebel State debt repu­
diated, 60 to 19. 

September 30-Convention adjourned. 
November 20-Legislature met. 
December 2-Anti-slavery amendment ratified 

in this form : 
1st. That the foregoin~ amendment to the 

Constitution of the United 'states be, and the same 
is hereby, ratified, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of the Constitution of the United States. 

2d. That this amendment to the Constitution 
of the l,nited States is adopted by the Legisla­
ture of Alabama with the understanding that it 
does not confer upon Congress the power to 
legislate upon the political status of freedmen in 
this State. 

3d. That the governor of the State be, and he 
is hereby, requested to forward to. the President 
of the United States an authenticated copy of 
the foregoing preamble and resolutions. 

December 5-The President sent this response: 
His Excellency L. E. PARso:i.s, 

Provisional Governor: 
The President congratnlates you and the 

country upon the acceptance of the congressional 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States by the State of Alabama, which vote, 
being the twenty-seventh, fills up the comple­
ment of two-thirds, and gives the amendment 
finishing elljct as a part of the organic law of 
the land. WILLIAM IL SEWARD, 

WAS!IINGTON, December 5, 1865.'' 
1866, January 8-The Legislature re-assem­

bled. 
Gov. R. 1f. Patton vetoed three bills. Ile 

vetoed the bill to regulate con tracts with freed­
men, because no special law is necessary. He 
adds: 

" Information from various parts of the E'tate 
shows that negroes are everywhere making con­
tracts for the present year upon terms that are 
entirely satisfactory to the employers. They are 
also entering faithfully upon the discharge of 
the obligations contracted. There is every pros­
pect that the engagement formed will be ob, 
served wilh perfect good faith. I therefore 
.think that special laws for regulating contracts 
between whites and freedmen would accomplish 
no good, and might result in much harm-'.' 

Governor Patton has also vetoed the bill." to 
extend the criminal laws of the State, applicable 
to free persons of color, to freedmen, free negroes 
and mulattoes." He says: 

" The bill proposes to apply to the freedmen a. 
system of laws enacted for the government of 
free negroes residing in a community where 
slavery existed. I have carefully examined the 
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laws which, under this bill, would be applied to 
the freedmen; and I think that a mere recital 
of some of their proviaiions will show the impol­
icy and injustice of enforcing them upon the ne­
groes in their new condition." 

Governor Patton has also vetoed "a bill en­
titled an act to regulate the relations of master 
and apprentice, as relate to freedmen, free ne­
groes and mulattoe~," because he de,,ms the 
present laws amply sufficient for all purposes of 
apprenticeship, without operating upon a par­
ticular class of persons. 

The Legislature passed a tax bill, of which 
the~e are two sections: 

"12. To sell, or expose for sale, for one year, 
, at any one place, any pictorial or illustrated 

weekly, or any monthly paper, periodical or 
magazine, published outside the limits of this 
State, and not in a foreign country, and to .vend 
the same on the streets, or on boats or railroad 
cars.fifty dollars." 

"13. To keep a news depot for one year, in ar.y 
city, town or village, for the sale of anv news­
paper, periodical or magazine, not including pic­
torials provided for in the preceding paragraph, 
ten dollars." 

The Legislature passed some joint resolutions 
on the state of the Union, of which this, the fourth, 
is the most important: 

"That Alabama will not voluntarily consent 
to change the adjustment of political power as 
fixed by the Constitution of the United States, 
and to constrain her to do so, in her present 
prostrate and helpless condition, with no voice 
m the councils of the nation, would be an un­
justifiable breach of faith; and that her earnest 
thanks are due to the President for the firm stand 
he has taken against amendments to the Consti­
tuti?n f.orced through in the present condition of 
afiairs. I 

The code became operative June 1st, under a 
proclamation of Governor Patton. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
1865, May 2-Gov. :Magrath issued a procla­

mation that the confederate stores within the 
State should be turned over to State officers, to 
be distributed among the people. 

:May 8-GoY. Magrath summoned the State 
officers to Columbia to resnme their duties. 

May 14--Maj. Gen. Gillmore issued an order 
annulling the Governor's acts, and notifying the 
persons in tereste~ not to heed his proclama~1ons. 

· June 30-BenJamm F. Perry was appomted 
Provisional Governor. 

July 20-Prov. Gov. Perry issued a proclama­
tion fixing the first Monday of September for an 
election for a State Convention-the qualifica­
tions of voters being thus prescribed: 

Every loyal citizen who had taken the amnesty 
oath, and not within the excepted classes in the 
President's proclamation, will be entitled to vote, 
provided he was a legal voter under 'the consti­
tution as it stood prior to the secession of South 
Carolina. And all who are within the excepted 
classes must take the oath and apply for a pardon, 
in order to entitle them to vote or become mem­
bers of the convention. 

September 13-Convention met. 
September 15-Secession ordinance repealed, 

107 to 3. 

:MANUAL. 

September 19-Slavery declared abolished 
"the slaves in South Carolin~. having been emanci 
pated by the action of the United f:itates authori 
ties." 

8eptember 27-Election ordered for third 
Wednesday in October, for State officers. Ordi­
nance passed, creating four congressional dis­
tncts. 

September 29-Convention adjourned. 
October 18-James L. Orr elected Governor. 
October -Legislature met. 
'l'his telegraphic correspondence occurred: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
WAsIII:-:GTON, D. C , October 28, 1865. 

B. F. PERRY, Provisional Governor: 
Your last two despatches have been received 

and the pardons suggested bave been ordered. 
I hope that your Legislature will have no hesi­
tancy in adopting the amendment to the Consti­
tution of the United States abolishing slavery. 
It will Bet an example which will no doubt be 
followed by the other States, and place South 
Carolina in a most favorable attitude before the 
nation. I trust in God that it will be done. 
The nation and State will then be left free and 
untrammeled to take that course which sound 
policy, wisdom, and humanity may suggest. 

ANDREW JoIINSON, President. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 31, 1865. 

B. F. PERRY, Provisional Governor: 
There is a deep interest felt as to what course 

the Legislature will take in regard to the adop• 
tion of the amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States abolishing slavery, and the as­
sumption of the debt created to aid in the rebel• 
lion against the government of the United States. 
If the action of the convention was in good faith, 
why hesitate in making it a part of the Consti­
tution of the United States? 

I trust in God that restoration of the Union 
will not now be defeated, and all that has so far 
been well done thrown away. I still have faith 
that all will come out right yet. 

This opportunity ought to be understood and 
appreciated by the people of the southern States. 

If I know my own heart and every passion 
which enters it, mv earnest desire is to restore 
the blessings of the Union, and tie up and heal 
every bleeding wound which has been caused by 
this fratricidal war. Let us be guided by love 
and wisdom from on high, and Union and peace 
will once more reign throughout the land. 

ANDREW J OIINSON, 

CoLUMBIA, S. C., November 1, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JoII:-:SON, 

President United States: 
I will send you to-day the whole proceedings 

of the State Convention, properly certified, as 
you request. ­

The debt contracted by South Carolina during 
the rebellion is very inconsiderable. Her ex­
penditures for war purposes were paid by the 
confederate governmen~. She has assumed 
no debt, or any part c,f any debt, of that govern­
ment. Her whole State debt at this time is only 
about six millions, and that is mostly for rail­
roads and building new State-house prior to the 



23 CO:N'VENTIONS AND LEGISLATURES. 

war. The members of the Legislature say they 
have recci \'e<l no official information of the 
amendment of tl1e Federal Constitution abolish­
ing slavery. They have no objection to adopt­
ing the first section of the amendment proposed; 
but they fear that the second section may be 
construed to give Congress power of local legis­
lation over the ncgroes, and white men, loo, 
after the abolishment of slavery. In good faith 
South Carolin~ has abolished slavery, and never 
will wish t0 restore it again. 

The Legislature is passing a code of laws pro­
viding ample and complete protection for the 
negro. There is a sincere desire to do every­
thing necessary to a restoration of the Union, 
aud tie up and heal every bleeding wound which 
bas been caused by this fratricidal war. I wa~ 
elected United States Senator by a very flatter­
ing vote. The other Senator will be elected to­
day. B. F. PERRY, 

Provisional Gov-,rnor. 

WASII!NGTON, November 6, 1865. 
His Excellency B. F. PERRY, Prov. Gov.: 

Your despatch to the President of November 4 
bas been received. He is not entirely saiisfied 
with the explanations it contains. He deems 
necP.ssary the passage of adequate ordinances 
declaring that all inrnrrectionary proceedings in 
the State were unlawful and void ab initio. 
Neitr.er the Cons'.itution nor laws direct official 
information to the State of amendments to the 
Constitution submitted by Con1;:ress.. Notices of 
the amendment by Congress allolishrng slavery 
were nevertheless given by the Secretary of 
St.ate at the lime to the States which were then 
in communication with this Government. For­
mal notice will immediatdy Le given to those 
Stat~ which were then in insurrection. 

The objection you mention to the last clause 
of the constitutional amendment is regarded as 
querulous and unreasonable, because that clause 
is really restraining in its effect, instead of en­
larging the powers of Congress. The President 
considers tlte acceptance of the amendment by 
South Carolina as indispensable to a restoration 
of her relations with the other States of the 
Union. WILLIAM IL SEWARD. 

November 7-Provisional Governor Perry 
sent a message communicati_n_g these telegrams, 
and recomrnenrhng the rat1licat10n, and that 
they "place on record the construction which 
had been given to the amendment Ly the execu­
tive department of the Federal Government." 

Novemuer 13-The Legislature ratified the 
anti-slavery amendment, in this form: 

1. Resolved, &c., That the aforesaid proposed 
amen,<lment of the Constitution of the United 
Stales be, and the same is hereby, accepted, irnd 
adopted and ratified by this State. 

2. That a certified copy of the foregoing pre­
amble and resolution be forwarded Ly his excel­
lency the Provisional Governor to the President 
of the United States, and abo to the Secretary 
of State of the United States. 

3. That any att&mpt by Congress towards le­
gislating upon the political slatns of former 
slaves, or their civil relations, w0uld be contrary 
to tho Constitution of the United States as 1t 
now is, or as it would be altered Liy the proposed 

amendment, in conflict with the policy of the 
President, declared in his amnesty proclamation, 
and with the restoration of that harmony upon 
which depend the vital interests of the American 
Union. 

Respecting the repudiation of the rebel State 
debt, this telegraphic correspondence took place: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASIIINGTON, .Nov. 20, 1865. 

His Excellency B. F. PERRY, 
Provisional Governor: 

Your despatch of this date was received at 
half-past 10 o'clock this morning. This freedom 
of loyal intercourse between South Carolina 1nd 
her sister States is manifoslly much better and 
wiser than separation. The President and the 
whole country are gratified that South Carolina. 
bas accepted the congressional amendment to the 
Constitution abolishing slavery. Upon refler.tion 
South Carolina herself would not caro to r.ome 
again into the councils of the Union incumbered . 
and clogged with debts and obligations which 
had been assumed in her name in a vain attemP.t 
to subvert it. The President trusts that she will 
lose no time in making an effective organic dec­
laration, disavowing all debts and obligations 
created or assumed in her name or behalf in aid 
of the rebellion. The President waits further 
events in South Carolina with deep interest. 

You will remain in the exercise of your funo­
tions of provisional govern0r until relieved by 
his expresa directions. W111. H. SEWARD. 

CoLUMBIA, November 27, 1865. 
Hon. W. I-I. SEWARD: Your telegram of the 

20th instant wa~ not received in due time, owing 
to my absence from Columbia. The Conven­
tion having been dissolyed, it is impracticable 
to enact any organic law in regard to the war 
debt. That debt is very small, as the expendi­
tures of South Carolina were reimbursed by the 
confederate government. The debt is so mixed 
up with the ordinary expenses of the State that 
it cannot be separated. In South Carolina all 
were guilty of aiding the rebellion, and no one 
can complain of being taxed to pay t~e trifling 
debt incurred by his own assent 1n perfect 
good faith. The Convention did all that •the 
President advised to be done, and I thought it 
wrong to keep a revolutionary body in exist­
ence and advised their immediate dissolution, 
which was <lone. There is now no power in the 
Legislature to repudiate the debt if it were pos­
siule to separate it from the other debts of 
the State. Even then it would fall on widows 
and orphans whose estates were invested in it 
for safety. B. F. PERRY, 

Provisional Governor. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASIIINGTON, November 30, 1865. 

Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt ofyeiur telegram of,the 2it~1 instant, im­
formmg me,-that as the Convention had been 
dissolved, it was impossible to adopt the Presi­
dent's suO'ocsstion to repudiate the insurgent 
debt, and"to iaform you that while the objec­
tions which you urge t? the adoption of th3:t 
proceeding are of a senous nature, the Pm~­

I 
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dent cannot refrain from awaiting with intere8t 
an official expression upon that subject from the 
Lep:islature.* . . rhave the honor to be, sir, vonr obedient ser­
vant, WILLIA)! II. SEWARD. 

His Excellency B. F. PERRY. 
November-The colored Stale Convention ad­

dressed a memorial to Congress, asking that 
equal suffrage be _conferred upon them in com­
mon wit.h the white men of the State. 

November 22-Election held for Representa­
tives in Congress. 

Respecting their admission there was this 
telegraphic correspondence: 

COLUMBIA, S. C., November 27, 186:3. 
President JOHNSON: 

Will you ple;i,se inform mo whether the South 
Carolina members of Congress should be in 
Washinaton at the organizati0n of the House. 
Will th~ Clerk of the House call their names if 
their creden tin.ls are presented to him? Wiil 
the test 01.th be required, or will it be refused 
by Con crress? If the members are not allowed 
to tak~ their seat8 they do not wish to 
incur the trouble and expense of going on, 
and th'l mortification of being rejected. Do 
give your views and wishes. 

B. F. PERRY, 
Provisional Governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., November 27, 1865. 

B. F. PERRY, Provisi,mal Governor: 
I do not think it ueceRsary for the members 

elect from South Carolinn, to be present at the 
organization of Congress. On the coutrnry, it 
will be better policy to present their certificates 
of election after the two Houses are organized, 
and then it will be a simple question under the 
Constitution of the memuers t:.king their scat~. 
Each House mu~t judge for itself the election, 
returns :.nd qualifications of its own members. 
As. to ,,.;hat the two Houses will do in reference 
to the oath now required to be taken before the 
members can take their seats is unknown to me, 
and I do not like to predict; but, upon the 
whole, I rtm of opinion tlmt it would be better 
foi;, the question to come up and be disposed of 
after the two Houses ha.vo been organized. 

. I hope that your Legislature will adopt a code 
in reference to free persons of <::olor that will be 
acceptable to the country, at the same time doing 
justice to the white and colored population. 

ANDREW JO!I:'ISON, 
President of the United States. 

FLORIDA. 
1865, April 8-Abraham K. Allison, Presi­

dent of the rebel Senate, of Florida, announced 
the death of John Milton, rebel Governor, and 
appoint,ed J uhe 7 for election of a successor. 

May 14-Major General Gillmore issued au 
order annulling this proclamation, and com­

• December 21-llefore adjourning, the subject of tho re­
pudiation of the war debt was referred to the Committee 
on Federal llr:la.tions, who recouunen,led the appointment 
of a ~pedal j,>int committee of both Uonses to inquiro into 
the amount of such dcl>t due Uy tho State, and to whom 
due; and to report at the next regular sessiou of the Lci;i.a­
lature, which will~• in November, 1866. 

MANUAL, 

manding the people to give it no heed what· 
ever. 

July 13-William Marvin appointed Pro­
visional Governor. 

Aucrust 3-Provisiomil Governor Marvin 
called"' an election for delegrttes to a convention 
for October 10th-these provisions governing 
the election: 

"Every free white mrtle person of tho age of 
twenty-one years and upwards, and who shall 
be at the time of offering to vote a citiz_en of tho 
United States, and who shall have res1de,d and 
had his home in this State for one year next 
precedino the election, and for· six months in 
the courttv in which ho may, offer to vote, rtnd 
who shal!'have taken annsubscriblld the oath of 
amnesty.as set forth in tho President's proclatna­
tion of amnesty of the 28th day of !>fay, 18G5, and 
if he comes w·ilhin the exceptioM cont,ained in 
said procbmatiou, ~hall have taken said oat~. 
and have been specially pardoned by tho Presi­
dent, shall be entitled to vote in tbe county 
where he resides, and shall be eligible as a mem­
ber of said convention, and none other,. Where 
the person offerincr to vote comes within the _ex­
ceptions contained in the amnesty procbmat10n, 
a.nd shall have taken the arr:nesty o;i,th, and 
shall have ma,!o rtpplication to the President for 
a special p;i,rdon through the Provisiomi,l Gov­
ernor, and shall have been recommended by 
him for such p[lrdon, the inspectors or judges 
of the election may, in most instances, properly 
presume tlrnt such pardon has been granted, 
though, owing to the W[lnt of mail Jaciht1es, it 
may not have been received by tho party at the 
time of the election. 

"Free white soldiers, seamen, and marines in 
the arm)' or navy o~ the. United St;ites, w~o 
were qu;ilified by their residence to vote 111 said 
State !It the time of their respecLive enlistments, 
rtnd who shall have taken !lndsubscrib8J t11e [Im· 
nesty oath, shall be entitled to vote in the county 
where they respectively reside. But no soldier, 
seaman, or m!lriue not a resident in the State at 
the time of his enlistment shall be allowed to 
vote." 

October 25-Conveution met. 
Octoher 28.-Sec~ssiou ordinance annulled. 
November 6-Slavery abolished-" slavery 

having been destroyed in the State by the Gov­
ernment of the United States." S,ime ordinan~e 
gives colored people the right to testify in all 
cases where tbe person or i,roperty of su_ch per­
son is involve?., but denies them the nght to 
testify where the interest of the white class are 
involved. 

S,ime day-Rebel State debt repudiated. A 
bill was first passed sul.,mitting thi~ question to 
a vote of the people: but this was recon,idered, 
on f,ndin,, this was a condition of recognition by 
the exectrti ve brnnch of the government, and the 
direct repn<lirttiou ,iJopted. 

Novemuer 20-Electiou held under an ordi­
nance of the Convention for State officers and 
Representative in Congress. 

December 18-Legislature met. . 
December 28-Anti-slavery amendment rati­

fied, with this declaratory resolution a part of 
the ratifyina imtrumeut: 

"Resolved, Thr1t this amendment to the Con­

http:amnesty.as
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stitution of the United States is adopted by the 
Legisbture of the State of Florida, with the mi­
derstn,n<ling that it does not confer upon the 
Congress the power to legislate upon thfl politi­
cal gtatns of the free<lmen in this State." 

Pending this action, this telegraphic corres­
pondence took place : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, , 
'\VASI!I!WTo;:.r, September 12, 18G5. 

Sm: Your excellency's letter of the 20th ulti­
mo, with the accornpitnying proclamation, has 
been received an<l submitted to the Presi<lent. 
'l'hestcps to wliich it refers, towards reorganizing 
the government of Florida, seem to be in the 
main judicious, and good results from them may 
be hoped for. The presumption to which the 
proclamation refers, however, in favor of in­
surgents who may W!Sh to vote, and who may 
have applied for, but not received. their par<lons, 
is not entirely approved.. All applications for 
pardon,; will be duly cons1<lered, and will be dis­
posed of as soon as may be 1•racticable. It must, 
however, be distinctly understood that the restora­
tion to which your proclamation refers will be 
subject to the decision of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency's obedi­
ent servant, WILLIA)! 1I. SEWARD. 

His Excellency WILLIAM: MARVIN. 

OFFICE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNOR, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., October 7, 18G5.

* * * I have sai<l that the Convention 
will, in good faith, abolish slavery; Jrnt I _think 
it probable that the Legislature, which will be 
elected and convened at an early period, will 
feel some reluctance against ratifying the pro­
posed amendment to the Coastitution of the 
United States. The principal argument urge<l 
acrainst the ratification is, that the Legislature 
will thereby assist to impose abolition on Ken­
tucky and Delaware, which have not yet abol­
ished Rlavery. If the President should think it 
desirable tliat the Legislature should ratify the 
proposed amendment, either with a view to pro­
mote a more complete reconciliation between 
the North an<l the South, or for any other reason, 
hepossilily may not deem itD;miss to communicate 
to me hi~ wishes on the snbJect. lhs Wishes on 
the subject woul<l be very potent in the State. 

The military authorities in the State, under 
the command of Major General Foster, are ren­
dering me every possible. assistance in sending 
out notices and proclamations of the elect10n, 111 
the ab3ence of mail facilities, and no disagree­
ments exist between us. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, ' 

w~r. 1IARVIN, Provisional Governor. 
Hon. W. H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
W ASIIINGTON, November l, 18Gc5. 

His Excellency WILLIAM MARVIN, 
Provisional Governor: 

Your letter of October 7 was received and 
submitted to the President. He is gratified with 
the favorabl~ progress towards reorganization 
in Florida, and directs me to say that he re­
gards ~he ratification by the Legislat~re of the 
congressional amendment of the Const1tut10n of 

the United States as indispensable to a succes&­
ful restoration of the true legal relations be­
tween Florida and the other States. an<i equally 
indispensable to the return of peace and har­
mony throughout the Republic. 

WILLIA:l1 II. SEWARD. 
' 

VIRGINIA, 
1865, April 4-President Lincoln visited 

Richmond. 
April 7-An informal meeting of private in­

dividuals, among whom were five or six members 
of the rebel legislature in Richmond,. was had to 
consider a sugge,tion that the Leg1slat~re. r~­
assemble to call a Convention to restore V1rg1111a 
to the Union, said to be with the concurrence of 
President Lincoln. 

April 12-This ad<lress was published in tho 
Richmond Whig: 

ADDI,ESS TO TIIE PEOPLE OF VIRGI~IA. 
Th~ undersigned, members of the Legislature 

of the State ot: Virginia, in connection with a 
number of the citizens of the State, whose 
names are attached to this paper, in view of the 
ev::.::11ation of the cjty of Richmond by the Con­
federate government and its occupation by the 
military authorities of the Unite<l States, the 
sur!ender of the arm7 of northern Virginia, 
and the suRpension o the jurisdiction of the 
civil power of the State, are of the opinion that 
an immediate meeting of the General Assembly 
of the. State is called for by the exi_gencies of t~e 
situation. The consent of the military authori­
ties of the United States to a session of the 
Leaislature in Richmond, in connection ,vith

0 
the Governor an<l Lieutenant Governor, to their 
free deliberation upon public affairs, an<l to the 
ingress and departure of al~ its members under 
safe conduct, has been obtamed. 

The United States authorities will afford trans­
portation from any point under their control to 
any of the persons before mentioned. 

'l'he matters to be submitted to the Legislature 
are the restoration of peace to the State of Vir­
ginia, and the adjustment of the questions, in­
volving life, liberty and property, that have 
arisen m the State as a consequence of war. 

We, therefore, earnestly request the Govern?r, 
Lieutenant Governor, and members of the Leg1_s­
lature, to repair to this city by the 25th of Apnl, 
instant. 

We understand that full 'protection to persons 
and property will be afforded in the State, and 
we recommend to peaceful citizens to remain at 
their homes and pursue their usual avocations 
with confidence tl1at they will not be interrupted. 

We earnestly solicit the alten<lan~e in Rich­
mond, on or before the 25th of April, instant, 
of the following persons, citizens of Virginia, 
to confer with us as to the best means of restor­
ina peace to the State of Virginia. We have 
seiured safe conduct from the military authori­
ties of the United States for them to enter the 
city and depart without molestation: 

irons. R. 1L T. Hunter, A. T. Caperton, Wm, 
C. Rives, John Letcher, A. H. H. Stuart, R. L. 
Montague, Fayette 1Ic~Iullen, J.P. Holcombe, 
Alex. Rives, B. Johnson Barbour, Jas. Barbour, 
Wm. L. Goggin. J. B. Baldwin, Thos. S. Ghol• 
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son, Waller Staples, S. D. Miller, Thos. J. Ran­
dolph, \Vm. T. Early, R. A. Claybrook, John 
Critche'r Williams, T. H. Eppes, and those other 
persons for whom passports have been procured, 
iind especially others whom we consider it un­
necessary to mention. Signed-

A. J. 11farshall, Senator from Fauquier. 

John Wesson, Senator from Marion. 

James Venable, S2nator elect from Petersburg. 

David J. Burr, of the House of Delegates, 


from 	Richmond. 
David J. Saunders, of the House of Delegates, 

Richmond city. 
L. S. I-fall, of the House of Delegates, Wetzel 

county. 
J. J. English, of the House of Delegates, 

Henrico county. 
Wm. Ambers, of the House of Delegates, 

Chesterfield county. . 
A. 11. Keetz, House Delegates, Petersburg. 
H. W. Thomas, Second Auditor, Richmond. 
Lieutenant L. L. :Moncure, Chief Clerk, Second 

Auditor's office. 
Joseph ~fayo. Mayor, city of Richmond. 
Robert S. Howard, Clerk Hustings Court, 

Richmond city. 
Thomas \V. Dudley, Sergeant, Richmond city. 
Littleton Tazeweil, Commonwealth's Attor­

ney, 	Richmond citv. 
Wm. T. Jaynes,"rudge of the Circuit Court, 

Petersburg. 
John A. Meredith, Judge of the Circuit Court, 

Richmond. 
Wm. IL Lyons, Judge of the Hustings Court, 

Richmond. 
Wm. C. Wickham, :Member of Congress, Rich­

mond. 
Benjamin S. Ewell, President of William and 

Mary College. 
Nat. Tyler, editor Richmond Enquirer. 
R. F. Walker, publisher, Examiner. 
J. R. Anderson, Richmond. 
R. R Howison, Richmond. 
W. Goddin, Richmond. 

P. G. Bagley, Richmond. 

F. J. Smith, Richmond. 

Franklin Sterns, Henrico. 

John Lyon, Petersburg. 

Thomas B. Fisher, Fauquier. 

Wm. J\L Harrison, Charles City. 

Cyrus IIall, Ritchie. 

Thos. W. Garnett, King and Queen. 

James A. Scott, Richmond. 

I concur in the preceding recommendation. 


J. A. CAl!PilELL. 
Approved for publication in tho Whig and in 

handbill form. G. WEITZEL, 
l,fajor General Commanding. 

RrcIDfOND, VA., April Il, 18G5. 
April 12-Said authority revoked in this tele­

gram from President Lincoln to J\fajor General 
Weitzel, being the last telegram ever transmitted 
by the former : . , 

OFFICE U. S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH, 
\VAR DEPARD!ENT, 

W ASIIINGTON, D. C., April 12, 18G5. 
Major General WEITZEL, Richmond, Va.: 

have just seen Judge Campbell's letter to 
you of the 7th. He assumes, as appears to me, 
that I have called the insurgent Legislature of 

Virginia tngether, as the rightful Legislature er,; 
the ~tate, to 8ettle all differences with the United 
States. I h:1Ve done no such thing, I spoke of 
them not as a legislature, but as "the gentle­
men who have acted as the Legislature of Vir­
ginia in support of the rebellion." I did this 
on purpose to exclude the assumption that I was 
recogmzing them as a rightful body. I dealt 
with them as men having power· de facto to do 
a specific thing, to wit, "to withdraw the Vir­
ginia troops and other snpport from resistance 
to the General Government," for which, in the 
paper handed to Judge Campbell, I promised a 
specific equivalent, to wit, a ~emission to the 
people of the State, except in certain cases, the 
confiscation of their property. I meant tlns and 
no more. Inasmuch, however, as Judge Camp­
bell misconstrues this, and is still pressing for an 
armistice, contrary to the explicit statement of 
the paper I gave him; and particularly as Gen. 
Grant has since captured the Virginia troops, so 
that giving a consideration for their withdrawal 
is no longer applicable, let my letter to you and 
the paper to Judge Campbell both be withdrawn 
or countermanded, and he be notified of it. Do 
not now allow them to assemble; but if any 
have come, allow them safe return to their homes. 

A. LINCOLN, 

Uay 9-PresidBnt Johnson issued an execu­
tive order recognizing the Pierpoint Adminis­
tration as that of Virginia. (See President 
Johnson's Ordem, p. 8.) 

June 19-Lcgislature met. 
Juno 20-Bill passed prescribing means by 

which persons who have been diRfranchised by 
the third article of the constitution mav be re­
stored to the rights of voters. [It provides, 
substantially, that persons, otherwise qualified 
as voters, who take the amnesty oath and an 
oath to uphold the executive government of 
Virginia, shall be qualified as voters.] . 

June 2l-Bill passed submitting to a vote of 
the people whether the legislature to be chosen 
at the nl,xt election should have power to alter 
or amend the third article of the constitution, 
which is in these words: 

" No person shall vote or hold office under 
this constitution who has held office under the 
so-called Confederate government, or under any 
rebellious State government, or who has been a 
member of the so-called Confe<lerate Congress, 
or a member of any State Legislature in rebel­
lion against the authority of the United States, 
excepting therefrom the county officers." 

June 23--Legi$]ature adjourned. 
October 12--Election heid for Representatives 

in Congre;,s. The vote on empowerincr the 
Legislature to alter the third article almost 
unanimously affirmative. 

December 4-Lecrislature assembled. A bill 
4'assed, providing that all qualified voters here­
tofore identifie<l with "the rebellion," and not 
excluded frorn the amnesty proclamation by 
President Johnson (with the exception of those 
em braced in the "$20,000 clause,") can appear 
before a notary public, or other persons au­
thorized to administer oaths, under the restored 
Government, and recover tl1e right of suf­
frage, by taking the amnesty oath of tM 29th of 
l\Iay, 18G5, an oath to support the restored Go'Jf• 

I 
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ernment of Virginia, and to protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States. He also 
becowes eligiule to office, unless he has "held 
office under the so-called Confederate goyern­
ment, or under any rebellious State rrovernment 
or has been a member of the so-called Confede'. 
rnte Co_ngress, o_r a member of any State Lcgis­
l~t1;1re lI1 rebell:,on agarnst the authority of the 
l,mted States, exceptrng therefrom county 
officers. 

TENNESSEE, 
18G5, :March 4-William G. Brownlow elected 

Governor, under the. organization effected by 
Andrew _Johnson, lllihtary Governor. Brown­
low received 23,352 votes, scattering 37. 

.~une 5-Franchise act passed, with these pro­
visions: 

SEc. l. Be it enacted, &c., That the following 
persons, to .wit: 

~-. Ever.y white !Ilan twenty-one years of age, 
a c1t1zen of the Umted States and a citizen of t11e 
county wherein he may offer his vote six months 
next preceding the day of election, and publicly 
known to have entertained unconditional Union 
sentiments from the outbreak of the rebellion 
until the present time; and 

2. Every white man, a citizen of the United 
States and '.1 citize1;1 of the county wherein he 
may offer his vote six months next precedir.g the 
day of election, ha:ving arrived at the age of 
twenty-one years smce March 4, 1865: Provided, 
That he has not been engaged in armed rebel­
lion against the authority of the United States 
voluntarily; and 

3. Every white man of lawful age coming 
from an,ather State, and being a citizen of the 
Umted States, on proof of lovalty to the United 
States, and being a citizen of.the county wherein 
he may offer his vote six months next preceding 
the day of election; and 

4. Every white man, a citizen of the United 
States and a citizen of this State, who has served 
as a soldier in the army of the United States, and 
has been or m,i,y be hereafter honorably dis­
charged therefrom; and 

5. Every white man of lawful age, a citizen of 
the United States and a citizen of the countv 
wherein he may offer his vote six months next 
preceding the day of election, who was con­
scripted by force mto the so-called confederate 
army, and was known to be a Union man, on 
proof of loyalty to the United States, estab­
lished by the testimony of two voters under the 
previous clauses of this section; and 

6. Every white man who voted in this State 
at the presidential election in November, 18G4, 
or voted on the 22d of February, 1865, or voted 
on the 4th of March, 1865, in this State, and all 
others who had taken the "oath of allegiance" 
to the United States, and may be known by the 
judges of election to have been true friends to 
the Government of the United St:i,tes, and would 
h_ave yoted in sai\1 previously mentioned elec­
t10ns 1f the same had been holden within their 
reach, shall be entitled to the privileges of the 
elective franchise. 

SEc. 2. That all persons who are or shall have 
been civil or diplomatic officers or agents of the 
so-called Confederate State~ of America, or who 

have left judicial stations under the United 
States or the State of Tennessee to aid, in any 
way, the existing or recent rebellion against the 
authority of the United St:ites, or who are or 
shall have been military or naval officers of the 
so-called Confederate States, above the rnnk of 
captain in the army or lieutenant in the navy; 
or who have left seats in the United States Con­
gress or sen.ts in the Lcgi:;lature of tl,e State of 
Tennessee, to aid in saiJ rebellion, or lrnve re­
signed commissions in the army or navy of the 
Umted States, and .afterward have voluntarily 
given aid to said rebellion; or persons who have 
been engaged in treating otherwise than law­
full_y, as prisoners of war, persons found in the 
U mted States service as o!Iicers, soldiers, seamen, 
or in any other capacities; or persons who have 
been or are absentees from the United States for 
the purpose of aiding the rebellion; or persons 
who hold pretended oflices under the govern­
ment of State, in insurrection against the United 
States; or persons who left their homes within 
the jurisdiction and protection of the United 
S_tates, or fled before the approach of the na­
tional forces and passed beyonJ the Federal mil­
itary lines into the so-called Confederate States, 
for the purpose of aiding the rebellion, shall be 
denied and refused the privilege of the elective 
franchise in this State for the term of fifteen 
years from and after the passage of this act. 

SEC. 3. Tlmt all other persons, except those 
mentioned in section one of this act, are hereby 
nnd henceforth excluded and denied the exercise 
of the privilege of the elective franchise in this 
State for the term of five years from and after 
the passage of this act. 

SEC. 4. That all persons embraced in section 
three of this act, after the expiration of said 
five years, may be readmitted to the privilecre 
of the elective franchise by petiti0n to the cir­
cuit or chancery court, on proof of loyalty to 
the United States, in open court, upon the testi­
mony of two or more loyal citizens of the United 
States. 

July 15......;presideotJ ohnsonsent this telegram: 
WASHINGTON, D. C.-3.50 P. M., . 

Jul.7/ 16, 1865. 
To Governor W. G. Brownlow: 

I hope, as I have no doubt you will see, that 
the laws passed by the hst Lei:;islature are faith­
fully executed, and that all il!Pgal voters in the 
approaching election be kept from the polls, and 
that the election of members of Congress be 
conducted fairly. Whenever it be~omes neces­
sary for the execution of the law anJ. the protea­
tion of the ballot-box, you will c,i,ll upon Gene­
ral Thomas for sufficient military force to sus­
tain the civil authority of the State. I have 
just read your address, which I most heartily 
endorse. ANDREW JOHNSON, 

President U. S. A. 
1866, April 12-An amendment to the fran­

chise act passed the House, 41 to 15. 
l\Iay 3-The Senate passed it, 13 to 6. Its 

principal provisions are: . 
SEC. 1. That every white male inhabitant of 

this State of the age of twenty-one years, a citi• 
zen of the United States and a resident of the 
county wherein he may offer his vote six months 
next preceding the day of election, shall be enti­
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tled to the privilege of the elective franchise, 
subject to the following exceptions and disquali­
fications, to wit: . 

First. Said voter slrnll have never borne arms 
against the Government of the United States for 
the purpose of aicling the late rebellion, nor have 
voluntarily given aid, comfort, countenance, 
counsel, or encouragement t.o any rebellion 
against the autho-rity of the United States Gov­
ermnent., nor aicled, countenanced, or encouraged 
acts of hostility the1'eto. 

Second. That said voter shall have never 
sought, or voluntarily accepted, any office, civii 
or military, Qr attempted to exercise the func­
tions of any office, civil or military, under the 
authorit.y or pretended authority of the so-called 
Confederate States of America, or of any insur­
rcctionary State whatever, hostile or opposed to 
the authority of the United States Government, 
with the intent and desire to aid said rebellion 
or insurrectionary authority. 

Third. That said voter shall have never volun­
tarily supported any pretended government, 
nower, or authority hostile or inimical to the au­
thority of the United States, by contributions in 
money or property, by persuasion or influence, 
or in any other way whatever: Provided, That 
the foregoing restrictions and disqualifications· 
shall not apply to any white citizen who may 
have served in and been honorably discharged 
from the army or navy of the United States 
oince the 1st day of January, 1862, nor to those 
who voted in the Presidential election in No­
vembr,r, 1864, or voted in the election for "rati­
fication or reject.ion" in February, 1865, or voted 
in the election held on the 4th day of March of 
the same year for Governor and members of the 
Legislature, nor to those who have been appoint.eel 
to any civil or military office by Andrew John­
eon, :Military Governor, or William G. Brown­
low, Governor of Tennessee, all of whom are 
hereby declared to be qualified voters upon their 
complying with the requirements of this act: 
Provided, That this latter clause shall not apply 
to any commission issued upon any election 
which may have been held. 

SEc. 2. That the Governor of the State shall, 
within sixty days after the passage of this act, 
appoint a commissioner of registration for each 
and every county in the State, who shall, with­
out delay, enter upon the discharge of his duties, 
and who shall have fnll/ower to administer the 
necessary oaths provide by, this act. 

May 19-A bill was passed to disqualify cer­
tain persons from holding office, civil or military. 
It excludes those persons who held ci vii or 
diplomatic offices, or were agents of tha so -called 
Confederate States, or who left judicial stations 
under the United States, or the State of Tennes­
see, to aid the rebellion, or who wero military 
or naval officers of the so-called Confederate 
States, above the rank of captain in the army, 
or lieutenant in the mwy, or who left seats m 
th.e United States Congrells, or seats in the Legis­
lature of the State of Tennessee, to aid the rebel­
lion, or who resi~ned commissions in the army or 
navy of the Umted States and afterward gave 
voluntary aid to the rebellion, or who absented 
themselves from the State of Tennessee to give 
such aid, or who held officus under the Stfttes in 

insurrection against the'United States with intont 
to aid the rebellion, or who ever held office in 
the 8tn,te of Tennessee of legislative, judicial, or 
executive character, under an oath to support 
the constitution of the State of Tennessee, and 
who violated said oath, and gave voluntary aid 
or countenance to the rebellion, that each and 
all be excluded from all offices, State, county, or 
municipal. ' 

It also provides that any qualified voter shall 
not be excluded from office by the provisions of 
this bill, as amended. 

May -The Senate rejected a suffracre bill, 
16 to 5, which proposed to allow all blacks and 
whites of legal age to vote, and exclude all, 
after 1875, who cannot read. 

:May 28-The Legislature adjourned until No­
vember 28. 

TEXAS. 
1865, June 17-Andrew J. Hamilton ap,­

pointed Provisional Governor. 
1866, :March -Convention met. 
April 2-Convention adjourned. The Con­

stitution to be voted on, June 5. It abolishes 
slavery, and annuls, the Secession Ordinance. 
The war debt has been repudiated. Five years 
residence required for eligibility to the Legisla­
ture. White population is the basis of repre­
sentation for State purposes. An ordinance 
passed exempting all persons who, under au­
thority of civil or military power, had inflicted 
injury upon persons durrng the war, from ac­
countability therefor. 

ARKANSAS. 
18651 October 80-President Johnson sent 

this telegram to Governor Isaac l\Inrphy, 
elected Governor under the free State organi­
zation formerly made. 

EXECUTIVE 0FF~CE, WASIIINGTON, D. C., 
October 30, 1865. 

To Gov. :MURPIIY, Little Rock, Arkansas: ' 
There will be no interference with your pres 

ent organization of State government. I hava 
learned from E. W. Gantt, Esq., and other 
sources, that all is working well, and yon will 
proceed and resume the former relations with 
the Federal Government, and all the aid in tha 
power of the Government will be given in re­
storing the State to its former relations. 

ANDREW JOIINSON, Pres't of I.he U. s. 
LOUISIANA. 

There was no interference with t.he State 
organization formerly made. . 

18G5, November -J. U. Wells was clcctecl 
Governor, and Albert Voorhis, Lieut. Go,ernor. 

November 23-Legislature met rn extra srs­
sion again, under proclamation of the Governor. 

December 22-Lcgislat.ure acljourncd. 
18G6, March -J. T. l\!onroe elected n1ayor of 

New Orleans, and James 0. Nixon an alclerman. 
March 19--"-General Canby issued an order 

suspending them from the exerciM of any of the 
functions of these offices until the pleasure of 
the President he made known-as they coma 
within the excepted class of the President's proc­
lamation. They were subsequently pardoned, 
on application, and took the offices. 
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LEGISLATION RESPECTING FREEDMBN. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

18GG, March 10-The art" concerning negroes, 
and persons of color, or of mixed blood," passed 
by the Legislature, declares that "negroes and 
their issne, even where one ancestor in each suc­
ceeding generation to the fourth inclusive, is 
white, shall be deemed persons of color." It 
gives them all the privileges of white persons 
before the courts in the mode of prosecuting, de­
fending, continuing, remo1·ing, and transferring 
their suits at law and in equity, and makes them 
eligible as witnesses, when not otherwise inrom­
petent, in "all controversies at law and in equity 
where the rights of persons or property of per­
sons of color shall be put in issue, and would be 
concluded by the judgment or decree of court; 
and also in pleas of the State, where the violence, 
fraud, or in,1ury alleged shall be charged to have 
been done by or to persons of color.• In all other 
civil and criminal cases such evidence shall be 
deemed inadmi?sible, unless by consent of the· 
parties of record: Provided, That this section 
shall not go into effect until jurisdiction in mat­
ters relating to freedmen shall be fully com­
mitted to the courts of this State: Provided fur­
ther, That, no person shall be deemed incornpe­

the value of ten dollars or more, aud all contracts 
executed or executory between s·uch persons for 
the payment of money of the value of ten dol­
lars or more, shall be void as to all persons what­
ever, unless the same be put in writin!:I and 
signed by the vendors or debtors, and witnessed 
by a white person who can read and write. 

Marriage between white persons and persons 
of color shall be void; and every person au­
thorized to solemnize the rites of matrimony, 
who shall knowinily solemnize the same between 
snch persons, anct every clerk of a co'll't who 
shall knowingly issue license for their marriage, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
moreover, shall pay a penalty of five hundred 
dollars to any person suing for the same. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
An Act to. regula~e the Relation of Master and 

ApprentlcerelativetoFreedmen,FreeUegroes, 
and Mulattoes, November 22, 1865. 
SEC. 1 provides that it shall be t!1e duty of all 

sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other civil 
officers of the several counties in this State to 
report to the probate courts of their respective 
counties semi-annually, at the January and 

tent to bear testimony in such cases, because of July terms of said courts, all freedmen, free 
being a party to the record or in interest." 

The criminal laws of the f:'tate are extended in 
their operation to embrace persons of color, and 
the same punishment is inflicted on them as on 
the whites, except for rape, which, if a white 
female is the ·victim, is a capital crime for a black. 

, The law regarding apprentices 'is so amended aq 
to make its provisions applicable to blacks, but 
it gives the former masters the preference, and 
declares that .they should be regarded as the 
most suitable persons. Provision is also made 
for legalizing the marriages of the blacks con­
tracted during slavery, and for punishment of 
illicit cohabitation. All which is modified by 
a proviso that the act shnll not take effect until 
after the Freedmen's Bureau is removed. Where 
men and women, lately slaves, now cohabit to­
gether in the relation of husband and wife, they 
shall be deemed to ha.ve been lawfully married 
at the time of the commencement of such cohabi­
tation; and they are required to go before the 
clerk of the county court, acknowledge the co­
habitation, of which record shall be made, and 
shall be prima jacie evidence of the statements 
made. 

All contracts between any persons whatever, 
whereof one or more of them shall be a person 
of color, for the sale or purchase of any horse, 

negroes, and mulattoes, under the age of eighteen, 
within their respective counties, beats, or dis­
tricts, who are orphans, or whose pa.rent or 
parents have not the means, or who refuse to pro­
vide for and support said minors, and thereupon 
it shall be the duty of said probate court to or­
der the clerk of tiaid court to apprrntice said 
minors to some competent and suitable person, 
on ruch terms as the court may direct, having a 
particular care to the interest of sai,l minors: 
Provided, That the former owner of said minors 
shall have the preference when, in the opinion 
of the court. he or she shall be a suitnble per­
son for that purpose. 

SEC. 2 prov ides that the said court shnll be 
fully satisfied tlrnt the person or persons \o whom 
said minor shall be apprenticed sl,all be a suita­
ble person to have the charge and caro of said 
minor, and fully to pn,tect the intere~t of said 
minor~, Provided, That said apprentice shall 
be bound by indenture, in case of males until 
they are twenty-one years olil, and in case of 
females until they are eighteen years old. 

SEC. 3 provides that in the management and 
control of said apprentices said master or mis­
tress shall have power to inflict such rn(,<lerate 
corporeal clrnstisement as a father or guardian 
is allowed to inflict on his or her child or ward 

mule, ass, jennet, neat cattle, hog, sheep, or' at common law: Provided, That in no cas.9 sli'l.ll 
goat, whatever may be the value of such articles, cruel or inhuman punishment be infiicted. 
and all contracts bdwcen such persons for any SEc. 4 provides that if any apprentice hbr.U 
other article or articles of property whatever of leave the employment of his or her master or 

http:sli'l.ll
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mistress, without !iis or her consent, said mas­
ter or mistress may pursue and recapture said 
apprentice, and bring him or her before any 
justice of the peace of the county, whose duty 
it shall be to remand said apprentice to the ser­
vice of his or her master or mistress; and in the 
event of a refusa,l on the pa,rt of sn,id apprentice 
so to return, then snidjustice shall commit said 
apprentice to the jn,il of said county, on failure 
to give bond, until the next term of the county 
court; and it shall be the duty of said cou:t, at 
,he firnt terf'l thereafter, to investigate said ca.se, 
a,nd if the court shall be of opinion that said 
apprentice left the employment of his or her 
master or mistress without good came, to or•lcr 
him or her to be punished, as provi,lcd for the 
punishment of hired freedmen, as mn,y be from 
time to time provided for by law for desertion, 
until he or she s!i.1ll agree to retu·n to his or 
her master or mistress: Provided, That the 
eourt may grant continuances, as in other cases: 
And provided further, Thn,t if the court shall 
believe that said apprentice had good cause to 
quit his said master or mistress, the court shall 
discharge said apprentice from said indenture, 
and also enter a j.udgment against the master or 
mistress, for not more than one hundred dol­
lars, for the use and benefit of said apprentice, 
to be collected ou execution, as in other cases. 

SEC. 5 provides that if any person entice away 
any apprentice from his or her master or mis­
tress, or shall knowingly employ an apprentice, 
or furnish him or her food or clothing, without 
the wriLten consent of his or her master or mis­
tress, or shall sell or give snid apprentice ardent 
spirits without such consent, said person so of­
fending slrnll be deemed guilt.y of a, high misde­
meanor, and shall on con\"iction thereof before 
the county court, be punished as provided for the 
punishment of persons enticing from their em­
ployer hired freedmen, free negroes, or mubttoes. 

SEC. 6 makes it the duty of all civil officers to 
report any minors within their respective coun­
ties to said probate court for apprenticeship. 

SEC. 9 provides tlmt it shall be lawful for any 
freedman, free 11egro, or mulatto, haYing n, minor 
child or children, to apprentice the said minor 
child or children as provided for by this act. 

SEC. 10 provides that in all cases where the 
age of the freedman, free negro, or mulatto can­
not be ascertained by record testimony, the 
judge of the connty court shall fix the age. 

The "Vagrant Act, November 24, 1865. 
SEc. 1 defines who are vagrants. • 
SEc. 2 provides that all freedmen, free negroes, 

and n..ulattoes in this State, over the age of 
eighteen years, found on the second 1Ionrfay in 
Jannary, 1866, or thereafter, with no 1:iwful 
employment or business, or found unhwfully 
assembling themselves together, either in the 
day or night time, and all white persons so 
assembling with freedmen, free negroes, or mu­
lattoes, or usually as~ociating with freedrncn, 
free negroes, or mulattoes on terms of equality. 
or Jiving in adultery or fornication with n, freed­
woman, free negro, or mulatto, shall be decmr,d 
vagrants, and on conviction thereof shnll he 
fined in the sum of not exceed in~. in the <'n<e of 
a freedmnn, free ncgro or mnhtto, fifty rlolinrs. 
and a white man two hundred dollars, and im­

prisoned, at the discretion of the court, the 
free negro not exceeding ten days, and thE> white 
man not exceedmg "ix months. 

SEC. 3 gives all justices of the peace, mayo:rs, 
and aldermen juri,diction to try all questions of 
vagrancy, and it is made their duty to arrest 
parties violating any provisions of this act, in­
vestigate the charges, n,nd, on conviction, punish· 
as provided. It is made the duty of all sheriffs, 
conslables, town constables, city marshals, and 
all like officers, to report to some officer having 
jurisdictirm aU violations of any of the provis­
ions of this act, and it is made the duty of the 
county courts to inquir~ if any_ officer has neg­
lected any of these duties, and 1f gmlty to fine 
him not exceeding $100, to be paid into the 
county treasury. . 

SEC. 5 provides that all fines and forfeitures 
collected under the provisions of this act shall 
be paid into the county treasury for general 
county purposes, and in case any freedman, free 
negro or mulatto, shall fail for five days after 
the imposition of any fine or forfeiture upon 
him or her, for violation of any of the provis­
ions of this act to pay the same, that it shall be, 
and is hereby made, the duty of the sheriff of 
the proper county to hire out said freedman, 
free negro or mulatto, to any person who will, 
for the shortest period of service, pay said 
fine or forfeiture and all costs: Provided, A pref­
erence shall be given to the employer, if there 
be one, in which cl'.se the employer shall be 
entitled to deduct and retain the amount so paid 
from the wages of such freedman, free negro or 
mulatto, then due or to become due; and in case 
such freedman, free negro or mulatto cannot be 
hired out, he or she may be dealt with as a pauper. 

SEC. 6 provides that the same duties and lia­
bilities existing among white persons of this 
State shall attach to freedmen, free negroes and 
mulattoeg, to support their indigent families and 
all colored paupers; and that in order to secure 
a support for such indirrent freedmen, free ne­
groes and mulattoes, it S1all be lawful, and it is 
hereby made the .Juty of the boards of county 
police of each county in this State, to levy a 
poll or cn,pitation tax on each and every freed­
man, free negro or mulatto, between the ages of 
eighteen and sixty years, not to exceed the sum 
of one dolbr annually to each person so taxed, 
which tax when collected shall be paid into the 
county treasurer's han<ls, and comtitnte a fund 
to be called the freedmen'& pauper fund, which 
shall be applied by the comm1ssior:ers of the 
poor for the maintenance of the poor of the 
freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes, of this 
SLate, under such regnbtions as may be estab­
lished by the bon,rds of the county police in the 
respective counties of this State. 

SEc. 7 provides tli~.t if any freedman, free 
negro or muhtto shall fail or n,fu~e lo pay 
any tax levied according to the provisions of 
the sixth section ·of this act, it shall be 7,rima 
facie evidence of vagrancy, an,! it shall 1,e the 
duty of the sheriff to arrest such free,lman, free 
negro or mulallo, or such perrnns refusmg or 
neglecting to pay such tax, an,! procee,I at once 
to hire, for the shorte~t tune, such Jelin,luent 
tax-payer to any one who will pay the sa1, tax, 
with the accrnin~ co,t~. giving preference to tho 
employer, if there Le one. 
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An Act to confer Civil Rights on Freed~en, 
and for other Purposes, November 25, 1835. 
SECTION 1 provides tlmt all freedmen, · free 

negroes and mulattoes may sue and be sued, 
implcad and be impleaded in all the courts of 
Jaw and equity of this State, and may acquire 
personal property and choses i11 action by de­
scent or purchase, and may dispose of the same 
in the same manner and to the same extent that 
white persons may: Provided, That the provis­
ions of this seclion shall not be so construed as 
to allow any freedman, -free negro or mulatto to 
rent or lease any lands or tenements, except in 
incorporated towns or cities, in which places the 
corpornte authorities shall control the same. 

SEc. 2 provides that all freedmen, free negroes 
and mulattoes may intermarry with each other 
in the same.manner and under the same regula­
tions that are provided by law for white per­
sons: Provided, That the clerk of probate shall 
keep B<lparate records of the same. 

SEC. 3 further provides that all freedmen, free 
negroes and mulattoes, who do now and have 
heretofore Jived and cohabited together as hus­
band and wife shall be taken and hold in law as 
legally married, and the issne shall be taken and 
he1d as legitimMe for all purposes. That it shall 
not be lawful for any freedman, free negro or mu­
latto to intermarry with any white person; nor 
for any white person to intermarry with any 
freedman, free negro or mulatto; and any person 
who shall so intermarry shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and on conviction thereof, shall be 
confined in the State penitentiary for life; and 
those shall be deemed freedmen, free negroes and 
mulattoes who are of pure negro blood, and those 
descended from a negro to the third generation, 
inclusive, though one ancestor of each genera­
tion may have been a white person. 

SEC. 4 provides that in addition to cases in 
which freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes are 
now by Jaw competent witnesses, freedmen, free 
negroes and mulattoes shall be competent in 
civil cases, when a party or parties to the suit, 
either plaintiff or plaintiffs, defendant or defend­
ants; also in cases where freedmen, free negroes 
and mulattoes are either plaintiff or plaintiffs, 
defendant or defendants, and a white person or 
white persons is or are the opposing party or 
parties, plaintiff or plaintiffs, defendant or de­
fendants. They shall also be competent wit­
nesses in all criminal prosecutions where the 
crime charged is alleged to have been com­
mitted by a white person upon or against 
the person or property of a freedman, free 
negro or mulatto: Provided, That in all cases 
said witnesses shall be examined in open conrt 
on the stand, except, however, they may be 
examined before the grand jury, and shall in 
all cases be subject to the rules and tests of the 
common law as to competency and credibility. 

SEC. 5 J-trovides that every freedman, free 
negro, and mulatto shall on "the second 11lon­
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, and annually thereafter, have a law­
ful home or employment, and shall have writ­
ten evidence thereof, as follows, to wit: If liv­
ing in any incorporated city, town, or village, 
a license from the mayor thereof, and if living 
outside of. any incorporated city, town, or 

village, from the member of the board c,! police 
of his beat, authorizing him or her to rlo irregu­
lar and job work, or a written con trace, ns pro­
vided in section six of this act; which licenses 
may be revoked for cause at any time by the 
authority granting the same. 

SEc. 6 provides that all con tracts for labor 
made with freedmen, free negroes, and mulat­
toes, for a longer period than one month shall 
be in writing and in duplicate, attested an! read 
to said freedman, free negro, or mulatto by a 
beat, city, or county officer or two disinterested 
white persons of the county in which the labor 
is to be performed, of which ea~h party shall 
have one; and said contracts shall be taken and 
held as entire contracts, and if the laborer shall 
quit the service of the employer before the expi­
ration of his term of service without good cause, 
he shall forfoit his wages for that year up to the 
time of quitting. 

SEc. 7. provides that every civil officer shall, 
and every person may arrest and carry back to 
his <ir her legal employer any freedman, free ne­
gro, or muhitto who shall have quit the service 
of his or her employer before the expira.tion of 
his or her term of service without good cause; 
and said officer and person shall be entitled to 
receive for arresting and carrying back everl 
deserting employe aforesaid the sum of five do ­
Jars, and ten cents per mile from the place of 
arrest to the place of deli very, and tlie same 
shall be paid by the employer and held as a 
set-off for so much against the wages of said de­
sNting employe: Provided, That said arrested 
party after being so returned may appeal to a 
ju;;tice of tho peace or member of the board of 
the police of the county, who, on notice to the 
alleged employer, shall try, summarily, whether 
said appellant is legally employed by the 
alleged employer and has good cause to quit 
said employer; either party shall have the 
right of appeal to the county court, pending 
which the alleged deserter shall be remanded to 
the alleged employer, or otherwise disposed of 
as shall be right and just; and the decision of 
the county court shall b~ final. 

SEc. 8 provides that upon affidavit made by 
the employer of any freedman, free negro, or 
mulatto, or other credible person, before any 
justice of the peace or member of the board 
of police, that any freedman, freo negro, or 
mulatto, legally employe_d by said employer, 
has ille,.,ally deserted said employment, such 
justice .;'r the peace or member of the board 
of police shall issue his warrant or warrants, 
returnable before himself or other such officer, 
directed to any sheriff, constable, or special 
deputy, commanding him to arrest said de­
serter and return him or her to said employer, 
and the like proceedings shall be had as provided 
in the preceding section; and it shall be lawful 
for any officer to whom such warrant shall be 
directed to execute said warrant in any county 
of this State, and that said warrant may be 
transmitted without indorsement to any like 
officer of another county to be executed and re­
turned as aforesaid, and the said employer shall 
pay the cost of said wa.rrnnts and arrest and re­
turn, which shall be set off for so much against 
the wages of said deserter. 
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SEc. 9 provides that if a.ny person shall per­
suade, or attempt to persuade, entice, or canse 
any freedman, free negro, or mulatto to desert 
from the le:-nJ employment.of any person bdore 
the expiration of his or her term of service, or 
shall knowingly employ any snch deserting 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto, or shall know­
ingly give or sell to any such deserting freed­
man, 1¥0 negro, or mulatto any food, raiment, 
or other thing, he or Rhe shall be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined not 
less than twenty-five dollars and not more than 
two hundred dollars and the costs; and if said 
fine and costs shall not be immediately paid, the 
court shall Fentence mid convict to not exceed­
in" two months' imprisonment in the county 
iafl, and he or she shall, moreover, be liable to 
the party inJ·ured in damages: Provided, If any 
person shal , or shall attempt to, persuade, en­
tice, or canse any freedman, free negro, or mu­
latto to desert from any legal employment of any 
person with the view to employ said freedman, 
lree negro, or mulatto without the limits of this 
State, such person, on conviction, shall be fined 
not less than fifty dollars and not more than five 
hundred dollars and costs; and if said fine and 
costs shall not be immediately paid the court 
shall sentence said convict to not exceeding six 
months' imprisonment in the county jail. 

SEc.10 provides that it shall be lawful for any 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto to charge any 
white person, freedman, free negro, or mulatto, 
by affidavit, with any criminal offence against 
his or her person or property, and upon such 
affidavit the !;'roper process shall be isrned and 
executed aff it said affidavit was made by a white 
person, and it shall be lawful for any freedman, 
free negro, or mulatto, in any act10n, suit, or 
controversy pending or about to be instituted in 
any court of law or equity in this Stat.a, to make 
all needful and lawful affidavits as shall be ne­
cessary for the institution, prosecution, or de­
fence of such suit or controversy. 

SEC. 11 provides that the penal laws of this 
State, in all cases not otherwise ~pecially pro­
vided for, shall apply and extend to all freed­
men, free negroes, and mulattoes. 
An Act Supplementary to "An Act to confer 

Civil Rights upon Freedmen," and for other 
purposes, December 2, 1865. 
SEc. 1 provides that in every case where any 

white person has been arrested and brought to 
trial, bv virtue of the provisions of the tenth 
section· of the above recited act, in any court 
in this State, upon sufficient proof being made 
to the court or jury, upon the trial before 
said court, that any freedman, free negro or 
mulatto has falsely and maliciously caused the 
arrest and triril of said white person or persons, 
the court shall render up a judgment arrainst 
said freedman, free negro or mulatto for all costs 
of the case, and impose a fine pot to exceed 
fifty dollars, and imprisonment in the county 
jail not to exceed twenty days; and fora failure 
of said freedmen, free negro or mulatto to pay, 
or came to be paid, all costs, fines and jail fees, 
the sheriff of the county is hereby authorized 
and required, after giving ten days' public no­
tice, to proceed to hire out at public outcry, at 
the court.-house of the county, said· freedman, 

free negro N mulatto, for the shortest time to 
raise tho amount necessary to discharge said 
freedman, free negro or mulatto from all costs, 
fines, and jail fees aforesaid. 
An Act to punish certain Offences therein named, 

and for other purposes, November 29, 1865, 
SEC. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That no freedman, 

free negro, or mulatto, not in the military ser­
vice of the United States Government, and not 
licensed to do so by the board of police of his or 
her county, shall keep or carry fire-arms of any 
kind, or any ammunition, dirk, or bowie.knife; 
and on conviction thereof, in the county court, 
shall be punished by fine, not exceeding ten dol­
lars, and pay the costs of such proceedings, and 
all such arms or ammunition shall be forfeited to 
the informer; and it shall be the duty of every 
civil and military officer to arrest any freedman, 
free negro, or mulatto found with any such arms 
or ammunition, and cause him to be committed 
for trial in default of bail. 

S-Ec. 2. That any freedman, free negro, or mu­
latto, committing riots, routes, affrays, trespasses, 
malicious mischief and cruel treatment to animals, 
seditious speeches,· insulting gestures, language, 
or acts, or assaults on any person, disturbance of 
the peace, exercising the functions of a minister 
of the gospel without a license from some regu­
larly organized church, vending spirituous ·or 
intoxicating liquors, or committing any other 
misdemeanor, the punishment of which is not 
specifically provided for by law, shall, upon con­
viction thereof, in the county court, be fined not 
less than ten dollars, and not more than one hun­
dred dollars, and may be imprisoned, at the dis­
cretion of the court, not exceeding thirty days. 

SEC. 3. That if any white person shall sell, 
lend, or give to any freedman, free negro, or mu­
latto, any fire-arms, dirk, or bowie·knife, or a)Il­
munition, or any spirituous or intoxicating 
Iiqnors, such person or persons so offending, upon 
conviction thereof, in the county court of his or her 
county, shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars, 
and may be imprisoned':' at the discretion of the 
court, not exceeding thirty days. 

SEC. 4. That all the penal and criminal laws 
now in force in this State, defining offences, and 
prescribing the mode of punishment for crimes 
and misde.:neanors committed by slaves, free 
negroes ~-T ID\tlattoes, be and the same are here­
by re-enat~P.d, and declared to be in full force 
a'1d effect, against freedmen, free negroes, and 
mulattoes, except so far as the mode and manner 
of trial and punishment have been changed or 
altered by law. 

SEC. 5. That if an7 freedman, free negro or 
mulatto, convicted o any of the misdemeanors 
provided against in this act, shall fail or refuse, 
for the space of five days after r,onviction, to pay 
the fine and costs imposP.d, sn~h person shall be 
hired out by the sheriff or other offker, at public 
outcry, to any white perso-a who will pay said 
fine and all costs, and tak;i such convict for the 
shortest time. 

GEORGIA, 
1865, December 15-Fre8 persons of color ar& 

made competent witnesses in all courts in cases 
where a free person of color is a party, or the 
offence charged is ag,'.l.inst the pe,6ou or property 
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of o. free person of color. Persons of color now 
living as husband and wife are declared to be so, 
except a Q;J.an bas two or more reputed wives, or 
a wife two or more reputed husbands; in such 
event, they shall select one and the marriage 
ceremony be performed. 

1866, Feb. 23-All male inhabitants, white 
and black, between sixteen and fifty, subject to 
work on the public ro9.d;;, except such as are 
specially exempted. 

March ,-Any _pllicer knowingly issuing any 
marriage license to parties, either of wbom is of 
African descent and the other a white person, 

• 	 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic­
tion be fined from two hundred to five hundred 
dollars, or imprisoned for three months, or both. 
Any officer or minister marrying such persons 
ahall be fined from five hundred to one thousand 
dollars, and imprisoned six months, or both. 

March 9-That among persons of color the pa­
rent shall be required to maintain his or her chil­
dren, whether legitimate or illegitimate. That 
children sh!Lll be subjected to the same obliga­
tions, in relation to their parents, as those which 
existing relatwn to white persons. That every: 
colored child hereafter born, is declared to be 
the legitimate child of his mother, and also of his 
colored father, if acknowledged Ly such father. 

To Amend the Penal Code. 
March 12-The 4,435th section of the Penal 

Code shall read as follows : 
All persons wandering or strolling about in 

idleness, who are able to work, and who have 
no property to support them; all persons lead­
ing an idle, immoral, or profligate life, who 
have no property to support them, and are able 
to work anu do not work; all persons able to 
work having no visible and known means of a 
fair, honest, and reputable livelihood; all per­
sons havmg a fixed abode, who have no visible 
property to support them, and who liv~ Ly steal­
ing or by lrnding in, bartering for, or ouying 
stolen property; and all professional gamblers 
living m idleness, shall be deemed and ~onsid­
ered vagrants, and shall be indicted as such, and 
it shall be lawful for any person to arrest said 
vagrants and have them bound cnr for trial to 
the next term of the county court, and upon con­
viction, they shall be fined and imprisoned or 
sentenced to work on the public works, for not 
longer than a year, or shall, in the discretion of 
the court, be Lound out to some person for a 
time not longer than one year, upon such val­
uable consideration as the court may prescribe; 
the person giving bond in a sum not exceeding 
$300, payable to said court and condi tionecl to 
clothe Ufd feed, and provide said convict with 
medical attendance for and during said time: 
Provided, That the defendant may, at any time, 
before conviction, be discharged, upon paying 
costs and giving bond and security in a sum not 
exceeding $:200, payable to said court, and con­
dition for the good behavior and inchistry of de­
fendant for one year. 

March 8-The wilful and Tn,tlicious burning 
of an occupied dwelling-house of another on a 
farm, or pbntation, or elsewltue, slrnll be pun­
ished with death; also burglary in the night; 
also stea.ling a. horse or mule, unless recom­
mended by the jury to the mercy of the court. 

3 

March 17-County courts organized, as in 
other States, for hearing of "cases arising out 
of the relation of master and servant," &c. 
Where such cases shall go against the servant, 
the judgment for costs upon written notice to 
the master shall opernte as a garnishment against 
him, and he shall retain ii sufficient amount for 
the payment thereof, out of any wages due to 
said servant, or to become due during the period 
of service, and may be cited at any time L>y the 
collecting ofilcer to make answer tl)ereto. 

11Iarch 17-SEc. 1. That all neuroes, muh t­
toes, mestizoes, and their descendants having 
one eighth negro or African blood in their veins, 
shall be known in this State as " persons of 
color." · 

2. That persons of color shall have the right 
to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be sued, 
to be i,arties and give evideJl.ce, to inherit, to 
purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and 
personal property, and to have foll and equal 
benefit of all laws and proceedings for the secu­
rity of person and estate, and shall not be 
subjected to nny other or different punishment, 
pain or penalty, for tho commi.ssion of any act 
or offense, than such as are prescribed for white 
persons committing like acts or offenses. 

11Iarch 20-Grimes defined in certain Fections 
named, as felonies are reduced below felonies, 
and all other crimes, punishable by fine or 
imprisonment or either, shall be likewise pun­
ishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000. imprison­
ment not exceeding six months, wliipping not 
exceeding thirty-nine la.shes, to work in a chain­
gang on the public works not to exceed twelve 
months, and any one or more of these punish­
ments may be ordered in the discretion of the 
judge. 

ALABAMA. 
December -Ilill passed, "making it unlaw• 

ful for any freedmen, mulatto, or free person of 
color in this State to own fire-arms, or car7. 
about his pmson a pistol or other deadly weapon, ' 
under a penalty of a fine of $100 or imprison­
ment threo months. Also, makin? it unlawful 
for any person to sell, give, or lend fire-arms or 
ammunition of any description whatever to any 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto, under a penJ.lty 
of not less than $.jO not more than $100 at the 
discretion of the jury. 

December 9-This Lill passed: That all freed­
men, free negroes, and mulattoes, shall have the 
right to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded 
in all the different and various courts of this 
State, to the same extent that white persons now 
have by law. And they shall be com pctent t°' 
testify only in open court, and only in cases in 
which freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes 
are parties, either plaintitf or defendant, and in 
civil or criminal cases, for injuries in tlie per­
sons and property of freedmen, free ne;,roes, and 
mulattoes, and in all cases, civil or cnminal. in. 
which a freedman, free negro, or mulatto, is a. 
witness against a white person, or a white per­
son against a freedman, free negro, or mulatto, 
the p11rtics ~hall be competent witnesses, anll 
neither interest in the question or suit., nor mar­
riage, shall disqualify any witness from testify­ •ing in open court. 


1866, Febuary 16-A law was enact.ed, of 
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wbic:h section 1 pro,·i,les that it shall not be 
lawful for any person to interfere with, hire, em­
ploy, or entice away, or induce to lca,·e the 
service of another, any laborer or servant who 
shall have stipulated or contracted, in writing, 
to serve for any given number of days, weeks, 
or months, or for one year, so long as the said 
contract shall be and remain in force and bind­
ing upon the parties thereto, without the con­
sent of the party employing or to whom said 
service is due and owin~ in writing, or in the 
presence of some veritable white person; and 
any person who shall knowingly interfere with, 
hire, employ, or entice away, or induce to leave 
the service aforesaid, without justifiable excus~ 
therefor, before the expiration of said term of 
service so contracted and stipulated as afore­
said, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof, must be fined in snob sum, 
not less than fifty nor more than five hun<lred 
dollars, as the jury trying the same m::iy assess, 
and in no case less tlrn,n double the amount of 
the injury sustained by the party from whom 
such laborer or servant was induced to l0ave, 
one-half to go to the party injure<l and the 
other to the county as fines and forfeitures. 

SEC. 2 provides that the party injured shall 
be a competent witness in all rrosecutions under 
this act, notwithstanding his mterest in the fine 
to be assessed. 

SEC. 3 provi<les that when any laborer or ser­
vant, having cont.ractcd as provided in t.he first 
oect.ion of this act, shall afterward be found, be­
fore the termination of said contract, in the 
service or employment of another, that fact 
ahall be prima facie evidence that such perrnn 
is guilty of violation of this act, if he fail and 
refuse to forthwith discharge the said laborer 
or servant, after being notified and informed of 
Buen former contract and employment. 

A new penal code was adopted. 
The material changes introduced by the new 

penal code are briefly these: 
First. Whipping and b-randing are abolished, 

as legal punishments, and a new punish,ment is 
introduced, entitled "har<l labor for the county." 
This "hard labor for the county" is put under the 
control of the court of county commissioners, 
who are authorized to employ a superintendent 
of the convicts, to make regulations for their 
government and labor, to put them to work on 
the public roads, bridges, &c., or to hire them out 
to railroad eompanies or private individuah. 

Second. For all offences which were heretofore 
punishable by fine, or by fine and imprisonment, 
either in the county jail or in the penitentiary, 
the jury may still impose a fine; to which the 
court, in its discretion, may superadd imprison­
ment or hard labor, witlun specified limits in 
each case. 

Third. The dividing line between grand and 
petit larceny, is raised from twenty to one hun­
dred dollars; grand larceny being made a felony, 
that is, it may be punishe<l by imprisonment in 
the penitentiary; while petit larceny is only a 
misdemeanor, :punishable by fine, or by fine and 
imprisonment ID the county jail. 

Fourth. A county court is established for the • 	 trial of misdemeanors. 
Fifth. Justices of the peace have jurisdiction 

M.A.NU.A.L. 

of a few minor offences, such as vagrancy, lar­
ceny of less than ten dollars, and assaults, 
affrays, &c., in which no weapon is ~ed. The 
proceedings before them conform substantially 
to proceedings before the county court. 

The new co<le makes no distinction on account 
of color, only marriages between white persons 
and negroes are prohi1,ited. It went into effect 
June l, 18GG. 

The Governor vetoed three bills referring tc 
persons of color. See page -. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
An Act Preliminary to the Legislation induced 

by the Emancipation of Slaves, October 19, 
1865. 
SECTION 3 provi<lcs that all free negroes, mu­

li1ttocs, an<l mestizoes, all freed women, and all 
descen<lants through either sex of any of these 
p,:;rsons, shall be known as persons of color, ex­
cept that every such descendant who may have 
oLCaucasian blood seven eighths, or more, shall 
be deemed a white person. 

SEc. 4 provides that the statutes and regula­
tions concerning slaves are now inapplicable to 
persons of color; and although such persons are 
not entitled to social or political equality with 
white persons, they shall have the right to ac­
quire, own, and dispose of property, to make 
contracts, to enjoy the fruits of their labor, to 
sue and be sued, and to receive protection under 
the law in their persons and property. 

SEC. 5 provides that all rights and remedies 
respecting persons or property, and all duties 
and liabilities under laws, civil and criminal, 
which apply to white persons, ar.e extended to 
persons of color, subject to the mo<lifications 
made by this act and the other acts hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

An Act t9 Amend the Criminal Law, December 
" 19, 1865. 

SECTIO~ 1 provides that either of the crimes 
specifie<l in this first section shall be felony, with­
out benefit of clergy, to wit: For a person ot 
color to commit any wilful homici<le, unless in 
self-defence; for a person of color to commit an 
assault upon a white woman, with manifest in­
tent to ravish her; for a person of color to have 
sexual intercourse with a white woman by per­
sonating her husbi1nd; for any person to raise 
an insurrection or rebellion in this State; for 
any person to furnish arms or ammunition to 
other persons who are in a state of actual in­
surrection or rebellion, or permit them to re­
sort to his house· for advancement of their 
evil purpose; for any person to administer, or 
cause to be take by any other person, :11:iy poi­
son, chloroform, soporific, or other destructive 
thing, or to shoot at, stab, cut, or wound any 
other per,on, or by any me>1ns whatsoever to 
cause bo<lily injury to auy other person, where­
by, in any of these cases, a hocli!y injury dan­
gerous to the life of any other person is caused, 
with in lent, in any of these cases, to commit the· 
crime of murder, or the crime of rape, or the 
crime of robbery, burglary, or larceny; for any 
person who had Leen transported under een­
tence to return to this State within the 1,eriod 
of prohibition contained in the sentence; 01 for 
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a person to steal a horse or mule, or cotton 
packed in a bale ready for market. 

SEC. 10 provicles tlrnt a person of color who 
is in the employment of a master engaged in 
husbandry shall not have the right to ,ell any 
corn, rice, peas, whc[ct, or otber grain, any flour, 
cotton,. foclcler, hay, bacon, fresh meat of any 
kind, poultry of any kind, animal of any kind, 
or any other product of a farm, without having 
writt,m evidence from such master, or some per­
son &.uthorized-by him, or from the <listrict judge 
or a magistrate, that he has the rigr1t to sell such 
product; and if any pernon shall, directly or 
indirectly, purchase any such product from such 
person of color without such written evidence, 
the purchaser and seller shall each be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

SEO. 11 provides that it shall be a misde­
meat:!or for any person not authorized lo write 
or give to a person of color a writing which pro-. 
fesses to show evidence of the right of tbat per­
son of color to sell any product of a farm which, 
by the section last preceding, he is forbidden to 
sell without written eviclence; and any person 
convicted of this misdemeanor shall be liable to 
the same extent as.the purchaser in the section 
last preceding is made lial1le; and it shall be a 
misdemeanor for a person of color to exhibit as 
evidence of his right to sell any product a wri­
ting which he knows to be false or counterfeited, 
or to have been written or given by any person 
not authorized. 

SEc. 13 states that personR of color consti­
tute no part of the militia of the State, and no 
one of them shall, without pern1ission in writin& 
from the district judge or magistrate, be allowed 
to keep a fire-arm, sword, or olhn military 
weapon, except that one of them, who is the 
owner of a farm, may keep a sbot-gun or rifle, 
such as is ordinarily used in hunting, but not a 
pistol, musket, or other fire-arm or weapon 
appropriate for purposes of war. The district 
judge or a magistrate rnn.y give an order, under 
wluch any weapon unlawfully kept may be 
seized and sold, the proceeds of sale to go into 
the dist~ict court fund. The possession of a 
weapon in violation of this act shall be a misde­
meanor which shall be tried before a district 
court or a magistrate, and in case of conviction, 
shall be punished by a fine equal to twice the 
value of the weapon so unlawfully kept, and if 
that be not immediately paid, by corporeal pun­
ishment. 

SEO. 14 provides that it shall not be lawful 
for a person of color to be the owner, in whole 
or in part, of any distillery where spirituous 
liquors of any kind are made, or of any estab­
lishment where spirituous liquors of any kind 
are sold by retail; nor for a person of color to 
be engaged in distilling any spirituous liquors, 
.,r in retailing the same in a shop or elsewhere. 
A person of color who shall do anythino con­
trary to the prohibitions herein containe3 shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convic­
tion, may be punished by, fine or corporeal 
punishment and hard labor, as to the district 
Judge or magistrate before whom he may be 
tried shall seem meet. . 

SEO. 22 provides that no person of colo( shall 
migrate into ·and reside in this State, unless, 

within twenty days after his arrival within the 
same, he shall enter into a bond, with two free­
holders as sureties, to be approved by the judge 
of the district court or a magistrate, in a /en­
alty of one thournnd dollars, conditione for 
his good behavior, and for his st~port, if he 
should become unable to support himself. 
• SEo. 2.Jc provides that when severnl persons of 
color are convicted of one capital offence, the 
jury which tries them may recommend one or 
more to mercy, for reasons which, in their opin­
ion, mitigate the guilt; tbe district judge shall 
report the ca:,e, with his opinion, and the Gov­
ernor shall do in the matter as seems to him 
meet. The same may be d0ne when one only is 
convicted of capital offence. Before sentence of 
death shall be executed in any case, time for 
applicatic:,n to the Governor shall be allowed. 

~Ec. 27 provides tha-. whenever, under any 
law, sentence imposing a fine is passed, if the 
fine and costs be not immediately paid, there 
shall be detention of the convict, and substitu­
tion of other punishment. If the offence should 
not involve tbe crimen ju.lsi, and be infamous, 
the substitution shall be, in the case of a white 
person, imprisonment for a time proportioi,.ed 
to the fine, at the rate of one day for each 
dollar; and in the case of a person of color, en­
forcecl labor, wi Lhout unnecessary pain or 
restraint, for a time proport10ned to the fine, at 
the rate of one day for each dollar. But if the 
offence should be infamous, there shall be sub­
stituted for a fine, for imprisonment, or for both, 
hard labor, corporeal punishment, solitary con­
finement, and confinement in trend-mill or 
stocks, one or more, at the discretion of the · 
judge of the superior court, the clistrict judge, 
or the magi,trate, who pronounces the sentence. 
In this act, and in respect to all crimes and 
misdemeanors, the term servant~ shall be un­
derstood to embrace an apprentice as well as a, 
servant under contract. · 

SEo. 29 provides that, upon view of a misde­
mean.or committed by a person of color, or by 
a wlnte person toward a person of color, a mag­
istrate may arrest the offender, and, according . 
to the nature of the case, punish the offender 
summarily, or bind hirn in recognizance with 
sufficient sureties to appear at the next monthly 
sitting of the district court, or commit him for 
trial before the district court. 

SEc. 30 provides that, upon view of a misde­
meanor committed by a person of color, any 
person present m[cy arrest the offender and take 
him before a magistrate, to be dealt with as the . 
case may require. In case of a misdemeanor 
committed by a white person toward a person . 
of color, any person ma.y complain to a magis­
trate, who shall cause the offender to be ar­
ressted, and, according to the nature of the case, 
to be brought before him.elf, or be taken for 
trial in the district court. 
An Act to establish District Courts, December 


19, 1865. 

Courts are established to have "exclusive ju- . 

risdi0tion, subject to appeal, of all civil causes 
where one or both the parties are persons of color, , 
and of all criminal cases wherein the accused 
is a person of color, and also of all cases of 
misdemeanors affecting the person or property 
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of a perrnn of color: and of all cases of bas­
brdy, und of all cases of vagrancy, not tried 
before a mas:istrate." 

An inditnuent against a white person for 
the ho1:1icide ,pf a person of color shrdl be tried 
in the superior court of law, and so shall other 
indictments in which a white person is accused 
::>fa capital felony affecting the person or prop­
erty of a person of color. 

ln every case, ciYil and criminal, in which a 
person of color is a party, or which affects the 
person or property of a perrnn of color, per­
sons of color shall be competent \Yit11·-sses 
The accnied, in such a criminal cn~e. ,: :id the 
parties in every such civil case, rn :y Lo wit­
nesses, and so may every other per.sun \Yho is a 
competent witness; and ''1 e\·ery such case; 
either party may offer· testimony as to 'Lis own 
character, or that c,f hits a<lver,ary or of the 
prosecutor, or of the thir<l person mentioned in 
an indictment. 

December 21-" An act to establish and re,qu­
late the domes/ic relations of persons of .:o/or, 
and to amend the law in relation to pavpers and 
vagrancy," establishes the relation of husband 
an,l•wife, declares those now li1·ing as such to 
be husband and wife, an<l provi<les that persons 
of color desirous l1ereafter to marry shall have 
the contract duly solemnized. A parent may 
bind his child over two years of age as an ap­
prentice to serve till 21 if a male, 18 if a fe. 
male. All persons of color who make contracts 
for service or labor shall be kno.wn as servants, 
and those with "·horn they contract. as masters. 

"Colored chil<lren between 18 and 21, who 
have neither father nor mother li-uinv in the dis­
trid in which they are found, or whose parents 
are paupers, or unable to afford them a com­
fortuble m:1intenance, or whose J>arents are not 
teaching them habits of industry and honesty, 
or are person·s of notoriously bad character, or 
are vagrants, or have been convicted of infamous 
offences, and colored cl,ildreu, in all ca.ses where 
they are in danger of rioml contamination, may 
be bound as apprentices by the <listrict jnclge or 
one of the magistrates for the aforesaid term." 

It "provide~ that no person of color shall 
pursue or prnctice the art, trade, or business of 
an artisan, mechanic, or shopkeeper, or ony 
other tra<le, employment, or business, (besi<lcs 
that of hnsbanclry, or that of a servant under 
a contract for service or labor,) on his own ae­
count and for his own benefit, or in parlnernhip 
with a white person, or as agent or servant of 
any person, until he shall have obtaine<l a Ji. 
cense therefor from the judge of the district 
court, which license shall be good for one year 
only. This license tbe ju<lgi;i may, grant upon 
petition of the applicant, ancl upon being sat­
isfied of his skill and fitness, and of his good 
moral character, and upon payment by the ap­
plicant to the clerk of the district court of one 
hundred dollars if a shopkeeper or pedlar, to be 
paiJ annnally, and ten <lolbrs 1f a mechanic, 
artisan, or to c,ngage in any other trade, also to 
be paiLl annually: ProvideJ, l,owcvcr, Tbat upon 
corn plaint being ma,le an,1 pro1·6<l to the <liotrict 
jud:c;e of an auu,e of rnch li<'en8e, he shall re­
voke the same: And prot·i;led, also, That no 
person of color shall practice any mechanical 

art or trade unless he ,hows that he has served an 
apprenticeship in such trade or art, or is now 
practicing such trade or art." 

Former slaves, now helnless, who were on a 
farmKov.10, 1SG5 andsixmonthsprevionsshall 
not be evicted by the owner from the house oc­
cupied by them before January 1, 18G7.. 
• It" provides that if the district court fund, 
after paymerit of the sums with which it is 
charged, on account of the salary of the ju<lge 
of the district court, superintendent of convicts, 
jurors, and otf1er cxpemes of the court and of 
convicts, shall be insufficient to support indigent 
persons of color, who may be proper charges on 
the public, the board aforesaid shall have power 
to impos(l for that purpose, whenever it may be 
required, a tax of one dollar on each male per­
son of color between the ages of eighteen and 
fifty years, and fifty cents on each unmarried 
female person of color between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five. to be collecte<l in each 
precinct by a magistrate thereof: Proi·ided, That 
the sai<l imposition of a tax shall be approved 
in writing by the judge of the district court, 
and that his approval shall appear in the jour­
nals of that court." 

Order of General Sickles, disregarding the Code, 
J'anuary 17, 1366. 

18Gl3, January 17-Major General Sickles is­
sued this order: 

HEADQ,'Rs DEP'T OF SouTH CAROLINA, 
January 17, 18GG. 

[G. 0., No. 1.J-I. To the encl that c'ivil right~ 
and immunities may be enjoyed; foat kin<lly re­
lations amon~ the inhabitants of the State may 
be established; that the rights and duties of the 
employer and the.free laborer respectively may 
be defined; that the soil may be cultivated and 
the system of free labor undertaken; tb.nt the 
owners of estates may be secure in the possession 
of their lands and tenements; that persons able 
and willing to work may have employment; 
that i<lleness and vugrancy may be discounte­
nanced, ·and encouraaement given to ii.clustry 
and thrift; and that ~rnmane provision may be 
made for the aged, infirm and <lestitute, the fol­
lowing regulations are established for the gov­
ernment of all concerned in this department. 

II. All laws shall be applicable alike to all 
the inhabitants. Ko person shall be held in­
cor:.1petent to sue, n,ake complaint, or t,l testify, 
because of color or caste. 

III. All the employments of husbandry or 
the meful arts, and all lawful trades or callings, 
may be followed by all persons. irrespective of 
color or caste; nor shall any freedman uc obligDd 
to pay any tax or any fee for a license, nor be 
amenable to any municipal or parish oruinance, 
not impose<l upon all other persons. 

IV. The hwful imlustry of all persons who 
live unckr t!1e protection of the United States, 
an,J owe obcclicnce lo it3 law,, being useful to 
the imlil'i<lnal, and essential to t!,e welfare of 
society, no per,,on w!'\l Le rc2tn,inc<l from seek­
ing c1:::11,loy1w·nt ,..-hen not bound by yoluntary 
agrccmc!lt, nor hin,kre.l from tra1·cling from 
place to p:ace, on lawful bucincss. All combi­
nation,, or agrcc·11cnits which are inle:1cled to 
hinder, or may so· operate as to hinder, in :1ny 

http:farmKov.10


37 LEGISLATION RESPECTING FREEDMEN. 

way, the employmentoflabor-or to limiti:om­
pensation for labor-or to compel labor to be 
mvoluntarily performed in certain places or for 
certain persons; as well as all comlJinations or 
agreements to prevent the sale or hire of lands 
or ten em en ts, are declared to be misdemeanors; 
and any person or persons convicted thereof 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding $5.00, or 
by imprisonment, not to exceed six months, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

V. A~reeme_nts for labor or personal service of 
any kinct, or for the use and occupation of lands 
and tenements, or for any other lawful purpose, 
between freedmen and other persons, when fairly 
-made, will be immediately enforced against 
either party violating the same. 

VI. Freed persons, unable to labor, by reason 
of age or infirIIJity, and orphan children of 
tender years,· shall have allotted to them by 
owners suitable quarters on the premises where 
they have been heretofore domiciled as slaves, 
until adequate provision, approved by the gene­
ral commanding, be made for them by the State 
or local authorities, or othei:wise; and they shall 
not be removed from the premises, unless for 
disorderly behavior, misdemeanor, or other of­
fence committed by the head of a family or a 
member thereof. 

VIL Able-bodied freedmen, when they leave 
the plcmisei; in which they may be domiciled, 
shall take with thtm and provide for such of 
their relatives as by the laws of South Caro­
lina all citizens are obliged to maintain. 

VIII. When a freed person, domiciled on a 
plantation, refuses to work there, after having 
been offered employment by the owner or lessee, 
on fair terms, approved by the agent of the 
Freedmen's Bureau, such freedman or woman 
shall remove from the premises within ten days 
after such offer and due notice to remove by 
the owner or occupant. 

IX. When able-bodied freed persons are do­
miciled on premises where they have been here­
tofore held as slaves, and are not employed 
thereon or elsewhere, they shall be permitted to 
remain, on showing to t:B satisfaction of the 
commanding officer of the post that they have 
made diligent and proper efforts to obtain em­
ployment. 

X. Freed persons occupying premises without 
the authority of the United States, or the per­
mission of the owner, and who have not been 
heretofore held there as slaves, may be removed 
by the commanding officer of the post, on the 
complaint of the owner, and proof of the refusal 
of said freed persons to remove after ten days' 
notice. 

XL Any person employed or domiciled on a 
plantation or elsewhere, who may be rightfully 
dismissed by the terms of agreement, or expelled 
for misbehavior,. shall leave the premises, and 
shall not return without the consent of the owner 
or tenant thereof. 

XII. Commanding officers of districts will es­
tablioh within their commands respectively suit­
a,ble re"ulations for hiring out to labor, for a 
period n°ot to exceed one year, all va~rants who 
cannot be advantageously employeu on roads, 
fortifications and other tublic works. The pro­
~eeds oi such labor shal be paid over to the as­

sistant commissioner of the Freedmen's Burtau, 
to provide for aged and infirm refugees, indigent•· 
freed people anc1 orphan children. 

XIII. The vagrant laws of the State of South 
Carolina, applicable to free white persons, will 
be recognized as the only vagrant laws applica­
ble to the freedmen; nevertheless, such Jaws 
shall not be considered applicable to persons 
who are without employment, if they shall prove 
that they have been unal.,le to obtain employ­
ment., after di}icrent efforts to do so. 

XIV. It shall be the duty of officers command­
ing posts to see that issues of rations to freed­
men are confined to destitute persons who are 
untLble to work because of infirmities arising 
from old age or chronic disease.~. orphan chil­
dren too youn" to work, and refugee freedmen 
returning to their homes with the sanction of 
the proper authorities; and in ordering their 
issues, commanding officers will be careful not to 
encourage idleness or vagrancy. District com­
manders will make consolidated reports of these 
issues tri-monthly. 

XV. The proper authorities of the State in 
the several municipalities and districts shall pro-' 
cc,ed to make suital,le provision for their poor, 
without distinction of color; in default of whic11 
the general commanding will levy an equitable 
tax on persons and property sufficient for the 
support of the poor. 

XVI. The constitutional rights cf all loyal 
and well-disposed inhabitants to bear arms will 
not be infringed; nevertheless this shall not be 
construed to sanction the unlawful practice of 
carrying concealed wcapong, nor to authorize 
any perso11 to enter with arms on the premise!J 
of another against his consent. No one shall 
bear arms who has borne arms agamst the Uni­
ted States, unless he shall have taken the am­
nesty oath prescribed iu the proclamation of the 
President of the United Slates, dated May 20, 
1865, or the oath of allegiance, prescribed in the 
proclamation of the President, dated December 
8, 1863, within the time prescribed therein. 
And no disorderly person, vagrant, or disturber 
of the peace, shall oe allowed to bear arms. 

XVII. To secure the same equal justice and 
personal liberty to the freedmen as to other in­
habitants, no penalties or punishments different 
from those to which all persons are amenabla 
shall be impose~ on freed p~_ople; and all c.rimes 
and offences winch are proh1b1ted under ex1s:mg 
laws shall be understood as prohibited in tha 
case of freedmen; and if committed by a freed­
man, shall, upon conviction, be punishe,1 in the 
same manner as if committed by a white man. 

XVIII. Corporeal punishment shall not be m­
flicted upon any person other than a 1,1inor, and 
then only by the parent, guardian. teacher, or 
one to whom said minor is lawful'.y bound by 
indenture of apprenticeship. 

XIX. Persons whose conduct tc'.l,.ls to a breach 
of the peace may be required to give sec,irity 
for their good behavior,"and in default thereol 
shall be held in custody. 

XX. All injuries to the pr,rson or property 
cvmmitted by or upon freed persons shall U 
punished in the manner provided by the laws 
of South Carolina for like injuries to the per· 
sons or property of citizens thereof. If no pro· 
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.• 	 vision be made by the laws of the State, then 
the punishment for such offences shall be accord­
ing to the course of common law; and in the 
case of any injury to the person or property, 
not prohibited by the con:imon law, or for which 
the punishment shall not be appropriate, such 
sentence shall be imposed as, in the discretion 
of the court before which the trial is had, shall 
be deemed proper, subject to the approval of the 
general commanding. 

XXI. All arrests for whatever cause will b~ 
reported tri-monthly, with the proceedings 
thereupon, through the prescribed channel, to 
the genera1 commanding. 

XXII. Commanding officers of. districts, sub­
districts, and posts, witliin their commands re­
spectively, in the absence of the duly-appointed 
agent, will perform any dut.•· appertaining to 
the ord111ary ager.ts of the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned L:inds, carefully ob­
serving for their guidan~e all orders published 
by the commissioner or assistant commissioner, 
or other competent authority. 

XXIII. District commanders will enforce 
these regulations by suitable instructions to 
sub-district and post commanders, taki·ng care 
that justice be done, that fair dealing between 
man and man be observed, and that no unneces­
sary hardship, and no cruel or unusual punish­
ments be imposed upon any one. 

By command of D. E. SICKLES, Major Gen­
eral. 

Official: W. L. 1L BURGER, 
.Assistant .Adjutant General. 

FLORIDA, 
&n Act to Establish and Organize a County 

Criminal Court, January 11, 1866. 
SEc. 1 gives the court jurisdiction in .cases of 

assault, asRault and battery, assault with intent 
to kill, riot, affray, larceny, robbery, arson, burg­
lary, malicious mischief, vagrancy, and all mis­
demeanors, and all offences against religion, chas­
tity, morality, and decency: Provided, That the 
punishment of the same does not affect the life 
of the offender. The Governor to appoint the 
judge. In the proceedings," no presentment, in­
dictment, or written pleadin&s, shall be required." 
Where a fine is imposed, auct not paid, the party 
may be put to such labor as the county commis­
sioner may direct, the compensation for which to 
go in payment of the fine and cost of prosecu­
tion ; "or the said county commissioner may 
hire out, at public outcry, the said party 
to any person who will take him or her for the 
shortest time, and pay the fine, forfeiture, and 
penalty imposed, and cost of prosecution." 
Au Act to Extend to all the Inhabitants of the 

State th;:i Benefit of Courts of Justice, a.nd the 
ProcesseG thereof, January 11, 1866, 
SEc. 1 pro1·ides that th~ judicial tribunals of 

thl's State, wi. h the processe~ thereof, shall be 
accessible to nil the inhabitants of the State, 
without distinction of color, for the prosecution 

1 and defence of all the rights of person and prop­
erty, subject only to the restrictions contained m 
the constitution of the State. . 

SEC. 2 provides that all laws heretofore passed, 
with reference to slaves, free negroes, and mu­

lattoes, except the act to prevent their migration 
i9 to the State, and the act prohibiting the rnle 
of fire-arms and ammunition to them, be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed; and all thecrimi. 
nal 1:1ws of this State applicablo to white per­
sons now in force, and not in conflict with, 01 

modified by, the legisbtion of the present session 
of tlrn General Assembly, shall be deemed and 
held to apply equally to all the inhabitants of 
the same without distinction of color. 

An act to Establish and Enforce the Marriage 
Relation between Persons of Color, January 11, 
1866. 
SEc. 1 requires all the colored inhabitants, 

claiminq to be living together in the relation of 
husband and wife, and who have not been joined 
as such agreeably to the laws, and who shall 
mutually desire to continue 10 that relation, 
within nine months from the passage of this act, 
to appear before some person legallv authorized 
to perform the marriage ceremony, and be regu­
larly joined in the holy bonds of matrimony. 

SEC. 2 provides that the issue of such prior 
cohabitat10n shall be legitimated by the act of 
marriage so regularly contracted as aforesaid, 
and be thenceforth entitled to all the rights and 
privileges of a legitimate offspring. 

SEc. 5 provides that after the expiration of 
the time limited in the first section, all -.ws ap­
plicable to or regulating the marriage relation .. 
between white persons shall deemed to apply to 
the same relation between the colored population 
of the State . 

An Act in Addition to An Act concerning Mar. 
riage Licenses, January 12, 1866. 

SEC. 1 pr,0vides that if any white female res­
ident shall hereafter attempt to intermarry, or 
shall live in a state of adultery or fornic:1tion, 
with any negro, mulatto, or other person of 
color, she shall be deemed to be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined 
in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
be confined in the public jail not exceeding 
three months, or both, at the discretion of the 
jury; and shall, moreover, be disqualified to 
testify as a witness against any white person. 

SEC. 2 provides that if any negro, mulatto, or 
other person of color, shall hereafter live in a 
state of adultery or fornication with any white 
female resident within the limits of this State, 
he shall be deemed to be l;iuilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction shall be fined in a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, c-r be made 
to stand in the pillory for one hour and be whip­
ped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, or both, 
at the discretion of the jury. 

SEC. 3 provides that every person who shall 
have one eighth or more of negro blood shall be 
deemed and held to be a person of color. 

SEC. 4 provides that in existing cases, upon 
petition to the circuit judge, parties coming 
within the provisions of this act and liable to 
be punished under the s:;,:ne, may by order and 
judgment of said judge be relieved from the 
penalties thereof, when in his opinion justice 
and equity shall so require. 

SEc. 5 provides that in all cases where mar­
riages have heretofore been contracted and 
solemnized between white persons and person11. of 
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color, and where the parties have continued to 
live as man and wife, the Raid marriaoes are 
hereby leg~lized, and neitl!e_r of the bparties 
shall be subject to the prov1S1ons of this or of 
any other act. 

An Act to Require the Children ofl)estitute Per­
sons to Provide for the Support of said Per­
son3, January 11, 1866. 
SEC. 1 requires the children of natural parents 

who are unable to support themselves to make 
provision for their ~up1:ort. In case of neglect, 
and proof Lefore a J ust1ce of the peace or judge, 
that officer shall make an order of assessment 
on the children for the n_ecessary amount, which 
order shall cnry with 1t the rio-ht of enforce­
ment by execution, and shall havbe the force of a 
writ of garnishment on the wao-es of such

0 

children. 
An Act to Punish Vagrants and Vagabonds, 

January 12, 1866. 
SEC. 1. Defines as a vag:ant " every able­

bodied person why has no VlSlble means of liv­
ing and s~all not be employed at some labor to 
~npp~rt lumsclf or herself, or shall be leading an 
idle, immoral. or profligate course of life;" and 
may be arrested by any justice of the peace or 
judge of the county criminal court and be bound 
"in sufficient surety" for good behavior and 
future industry for one year. Upon refusing 
or failing_ to give suc_h securit.y, he or she may 
be committed for tnal, and if convicted sen­
tenced to labor or imprisonment not exceedino­
tw_elve ~10nth~, by whipping not exceeding 
th1rty-nme stripes, or h~g put in the pillory. 
If sentenced to labor, foe 'sheriff or other officer 
of saitl court shall hire ont such person for the 
term to which he or she shall be Rentenced not 
exceeding twelve months aforesaid, and' the 
proceeds of such hiring shall be paid into the 
county treasury." All._ vagrants going armed 
may be disarmed by ffl'e sheriff, constable, or 
police officer. 
An Act in Relation to Contracts of Persons of 

Color, January 12, 1866. 
SEC. 1 Provides that all contracts with per­

sons of color shall be made in writing and 
fully exphrnetl to them before two credible wit­
nesses, which contract shall be in· duplicate, one 
copy to be retained by the employer and the 
other filed with some judicial officer of the State 
and county in which the parti~s may be reRidiug 
at the date of the contract, with the affidavit of 
one or both witnesses, setting forth that the 
terms and effect of such contract were fully ex­
plained to the colored person, and that he, she, 
or they had voluntarily entered into and sianed 0 

the_ c_ontract. and no contract shall be of any 
va.!idity agarnst any person of color unless so 
exec_uted and filed: Provided, That contracts for 
service or labor may be made for less time than 
thirt.y d,iys by Paro!. 

SEc. ~ Provides, that whereas is is essrmtial 
to ~he welfare and prosperity of the entire popu­
lation o~ the State that the agricultural interest 
~e _sustam~d and placed upon a permanent basis, 
1t 1s provitlcd that when any person of color 
shall enter into a contract as aforesaid, to serve 
as a. laborer for a. year, or any other specified 

term, on any farm or plantation in this State, i£ 
he _shall refuse or neglect to perform t.he stipu­
lations of his contract by wilful disobedience of 
orders, wanton imputlence or disrespect to his 
emplorr, or his authorized agint, failure or 
:efusa to perform the work assigned to him, 
idleness, or abandonment of the premises or the 
employment of the party with whom the con­
tract was made, he ~r she shall be liable, upon 
the complarnt of lns employer or his a<>ent, 
made under oath before any justice of the peace 
of the county, to be arrested and tried before 
the ?riminal court of the county, and upon con­
viction shall be suLject to all the pains and 
penalties pres~nbed for _the punishment of vi.­
grancy: Provided, That 1t shall be optional with 
the employer to require that such laborer be 
'.emanded to his ~ervice, instead of being sub­
JCcted to the rrnmshment aforesaid: Provided, 
further, That 1f it shall on such trial appear 
that the complaint made is not well founded 
~he court ~hall dismiss such complaint, and giv; 
Judgment m favor of such laborer a(Tainst the 
employe-r, for such sum as may appeat to be 
due under the contract, and for such damages 
as may be asserned by the jury. 

SEC.~ provides. that when any employe as 
aforesaid shall be m the occupancy of any house 
or room 01!- the premises of the employer by 
virtue of lns contract to labor and he shall be 
adjudged to have violated his c~ntract; or when 
any employe as aforesaid shall attempt to hold 
possession of such house or room beyond the 
term of hi~ contract, against the consent of the 
employe:, 1t shall be the duty of the judge of 
the cnmmal court, upon the application of the 
~mplo:rer, and due proof made before him, to 
issue !us wnt to the sheriff of the court com­
manding him forthwith to eject the said em­
ploye and _to pnt the employer into full possession 
the. premises: I_'rovided, Three days' previous 
notic~ shall be given to the ernploye of the day 
of tnal. 

SEc. 4 provides that if any person employincr 
the services or labor of another, under contract 
entered into as aforesaid,shall violate his contract 
by refusing or neglecting to pay the stipulated 
wages or compensation agreed upon, or any part 
thereof,. or _by turning off the employe before 
the expuation of the term, unless for sufficient 
cau~e. or unless.such right is reserved by the 
con_tract, therarty so employed may make com­
plamt thereo before the judi!e of the criminal 
court, who shall at an early lay, on reasonable 
notice to the other party, cause the same to be 
tried by a jury summoned for the purpose, who, 
in adtlition to the amount that may be proved 
to be due under the contract, may give such 
damages as they in their discretion may deem t-0 
be right and proper, and the judgment thereon 
shall be a. first lien on the crops gf all kinds in 
the cultivation of which such la!!or may have 
been employed: Provided, That either party 
shall be entitled to an appeal to the circuit court, 
as in case of appeal from justices of the peace. 

SEC. 5 provides that if any person shall entice, 
induce, or otherwise persuade any laborer or 
employe to quit the service of another to which 
he was bound by contract, before H:.e expiration 
of the term of fervice stipulated :J aaid contract, 
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he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction s1ia11 be fined in a sun,1 not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, or shall stand in the pillo­
ry not more t~an three hours, or be whipped 
not more than thirty-nine stripes on the bare 
back, at the discretion of the jury.. 

SEc. 6 applies the provisions of this act to all 
contracts between employers and employes re­
lating to the lumber, rafting, or milling business, 
and to all other contracts with persons of color 
to do labor and to perform service. 

An Act prescribing additional Penalties for the 
Commission of Offences against the State, and 
for other purposes, January 15, 1866. 
SEC. 1 provides that whenever in the criminal 

laws of t11is Slate, heretofore enacted, the pun­
ishment of the offence is limit~d to fine and im­
prisonment, or to fine or imprisonment, there 
shall be superadded, as an alternative, the pun­
1Shment of standing iri the pillory for an hour, 
or whipping not exceeding tl,irty-nine stripes on 
the bare back, or both, at the discretion of the 
jury. 

SEC. 3 makes a felony, punishable with 
death, the exciting, or attemptrng to excite, by 
writing, speaking, or by other means, an insur­
rection or sedition amongst any portion or class 
of the population. 

SEc. 12 makes it unlawful for any negro, 
mulatto, or person of color to own, use, or keep 
in possession or under control any bowie-knife, 
dirk, sword, fire-arms, or ammunition of any 
kind, unless by license of the county judge of 
·probate, under a penalty of forfeiting them to the 
mformer, and of standing ia the pillory one hour, 
or be whipped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, 
or both, at the discretion of the jury. 

SEC. 14 forbids colored and white persons 
respectively from intruding upon each other's 
public assembhes, reli~ious or other, or public 
vehicle set apart for tt,eir exclusive use, under 
punishment of pillory or stripes, or both. 

SEC. 15 provides that persons forming a mili­
tary organization not authorized by law, or 
aiding or abetting it, shall be fined not exceed­
ing $1,000 and imprisonment not exceeding six 
months, or be pilloried for one hour, and be 
whipped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, at the 
discretion of the jury-the penalties to b: three­
fold upon persons who accepted offices m such 
organizations. • 

SEC. 19 prohibits any person from hunting 
within the enclosure of another without his con­
sent, under penalty of a fine of $1,000, or im­
prisonment not exceeding: six months, or the 
pillory for one hour, and being whipped not 
exceeding thirty-nine stripes. So, if a person 
takes, rides, or uses any horse, mule, as~. or ox, 
without the consent of the owner, whether the 
person so using is in the employ of the owner or 
not: so, by fEc. 17, if a person sha11 move 
into any tenant house or other building without 
leave of the person in charge, or illegally take 
posi'essiou of any church or school-house, educa­
tiona 1 or charitable building, or cut down trees 
exceeding $1 in value, with a view to convert 
the same to his own use. Burglary is puni,,ha­
ble with death, or fine of $1,000 and imprison­
ment not exceeding six months, or standing in 
the pillory one hour, and being whipped not 
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exceeding thirty-nine stripes. An assault upon 
a white female, with intent to commit a rape, or 
being accessory thereto, is punishal,le with death. 

An Act Prescribing additional Penalties for the 
Commission of Offenses against the State, Jan­
uary 15, 186~. 
SEC. 12 provides that it shall not be lawful for 

any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, to 
own, use, or keep in his possession or under his 
control any bowie-knife, dirk, sword, fire-nrms, 
or ammunition of any kind, unless he first ob­
tain a license to do so from the judge of pro­
bate of the county in which he may bo a resi­
dent for tho time being; and the s:ti"d judge of 
probate is hereby authorized to issue license, 
upon the recommendation of two respectable 
citizens of_ the county, certifying to the peace­
ful and orderly character of the applicant; and 
any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, so 
offending, shall be deemed to be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon convictior. shall forfeit to 
the use of the informer all such fire-arms and 
ammunition, and in addition thereto, sliall be 
sentenced to stand in the pillory for one hour, 
or be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, 
or both, at the discretion of the jury. 

SEc. 14 provides that if any negro, mulatto, 
or other person of color, shall intrude himself 
into any religious or other public assembly of 
white persons, or into any railroad car or other 
public vehicle set apart for the exclusive accom­
modation of white reople, he sl:all be deemed 
to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con­
viction shall be sentenced to ~tand in the pil­
lory for one hour, or .be whipped, not exceeding 
thirty-nine stripes, or9both, at the discretion of 
the jury; nor shall it be lawful for any white per­
son to intrude himself into any religious or 
other public assembly of colored rersons, or 
into any railroad car or other pub ic vehicle, 
set apart for the exclusive accommodation of per­
sons of color, under th~ame penalties. 

An Act to Raise a Revenue for the State of 
Florida, January 16, 1866. 

SECTION 1 imposes a yearly capitation tax of 
three dollars upon every male inhabitant be­
tween twenty-one and fifty~five, except paupers 
and insane or idiotic persons. In default of 
payment the tax collector is hereby authorized 
and requir~d to seize the body of the mid delin­
quent and hire him out, after five days' public 
notice, before the door of the public court-house, 
to any person who will pay the said tax and the 
cosi.s incident to the proceedings growing out of 
said arrest, and take him into his sr,rvice for the 
shortest period of time: Provided, Tliat if said 
.delinquent be in the employment of another the 
said employer may pay the tax and costs, and 
the said payment shall be good as a credit 
against the amount that may be due by the em­
ployer as wages to the mid delinquent. 

An Act Conoorning S~hools for Freedmen, Jan­
nt>-ry 16, 1866. 

Provision is made for schools for freedmen­
supported by a tax of one dolhw upon all male 
persons of color betwe"n twenty-one and fifty­
five, and a tuition fee to be collected from each 
pupil-the schools to be in charge of.a euperin­
tendent and assistants; no person to teach with­
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out a certifi(:ate; !tnd the fee, five dollars, to go to 
the school fund for freedmen, and the certificate 
good for one year, wbject to be carrcelle<l by the 
surerinten,lent for incompetency, immorality or 
oLer sq.flicient cause. 7'he superintendent "to 
establisl\ schools for freedmen when the number 
of children of persons of color in any county or 
counties will warrant the same, Provided The 
funds provided for shall be sufficient to me~t the 
expenses thereof." 

By another act; the interest from the school 
fuuJ of the State is applied to the education of 
indigent white children. 

· An Act concerning Testimony, January 16, 1866. 
SECTIOl! 3 provides tbat thiq act shall not be 

construed to authorize the testimony of colored 
persons to be taken by depositions in writing or 
upon written interrogatories, otherwise than in 
such :manner as will enable the court or jury to 
judge of the credibility of the witness. 

VIRGINIA. 
These are some of the provisions in the re­

cently-enacted laws of Virginia respecting col­
ored penons, 

That no contnct between a white person and 
a colored perwn, for the labor or service of tho 
latter for a longer period than two months, shall 
be binding on such colored person, unle,;s the 
contrnct be in writing, signed by such white per­
son or hi, agent and by such colored per~on, and 
duly acknowledged before a justice or notary 
public, or clerk of the county or corporation 
court, or overseer of the poor, or two or more 
credil,le witnesses, in the coun.ty or corporation 
court in which the white person may reside, or 
in which the labor or service it. to be performed. 
And it shall l.,e the duty of the justice, notary, 
clerk or overseer of the poor, or the witnesses, 
to rea,l and expbin the con tract to the colored 
person, before taking his acknowledgment there­
of, and to st:,te tlut this has been d,rne in the 
certificate of ackno\Vledgment of the contract. 

"?. 5. The writing by which any minor is 
bound a<1 apprentice, shall specify his age, an:1 
what art, trade, or Lusi ness he is to be hrn~ht. 
The master, whether it is expressly provided 
therni11 or not, shall l.,e bound to teach him tljt 
same, and shall also be bound to teach him read­
ing, writing. nnd common arithmetic, including 
the rule of three." 

The marital relation between colored persons 
is regulate,} by hw. The colored pers_on must 
procure a license the same as the w h1tes, and 
pernons celbl•rating a maniage are obliged to re­
port it to the county clerks, and whether white 
or colored.. 

Where colored persons, before the passage of 
·this act, shall have undertaken and a~reed to 
occnpy the relation to each other of nusband 
and wife, a.nd shall be cohaLiting to;;ether as 
such nt the time of it, passage, whet.her the rites of 
marriage slrnll have been celebrated between them 
or uot,'thcy skill he deemed husband and wife, 
and be entitled to the rights and privileges, and 
subject to the duties nnd oliligationR, of that re­
lation in like manm,r as if they had been duly 
married, and all their children shall he deemed 
legitimate, whcth~r born l.,efore 0r after the pass­

age of this act. And when the parties have 
ceased to cohabit before the pas,age of this act, 
in consequence of the death of the woman, ·or 
from any other cause, all the children of the 
woman, recognized by the mau to :e l:ii~. shall 
be deemed legitimate. 

Bigamy, too, is punished in the case d ~he 
negro as of the white persc,a, and also iL.~er­
marriage within the prohibited degrees. And 
all persons officiating in the rites of mi,rriaga 
without.due authoritv oflaw are punished by fine 
and imprisonment. · 

Under the old code these provisions applied 
only to white persons. 

Be it enacted, That every person having one 
fourth or more of negro blood ,hall be deemed 
a colored person, and every person not a colored 
person having one fourth or more of Indian 
blood shall he deemed an Indian. 

2. All laws in respect to crimes and punish­
men ts, and in respect to criminal proceedings, 
applicable to white persons, shall apply in like 
mi,nner to colored persons and to Indians, unless 
when it is otherwise specially provi,led. 

3. The following acts and parts of acts are 
hereby repealed, namely , All acts and parts of 
acts rPlating to slaves and slavery; chapter one 
hundred and seven of the code of eighteen hun­
dred and sixty, relating to freenegroes; chapter 
two hundred of said code relating to offences by 
neg roes; chapter two hundred and twelve of 
said code, relating to I,>roceedings against ne­
r;roes; chapter ninety-eight of said code, relat­
ing to patrols; sections twenty-five to forty­
sJven, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred 
ninety-two of said code; secl10ns twenty-six to. 
thirty, both inclusive, and sections thirty-three 
to thirty-seven, both inclusive, of chapter one 
hundred and ninety-eight of said code; the fifth 
paragraph, as ennmerated in section (woof chap­
ter two hundred and three, of said code; all acts 
and parts of acts imposing on negroes the pen­
alty of stripes, where the sa:ne penalty is not 
imposed on white persons; and all other acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

January 2-1-General Terry issued this order: 

The Virginia Vagrant Act-General Terry orders 
its Non-Enforcement. 

GENERAL ORDERS-NO 4. 
HEADQUARTERS, DEPAR!l!El!T OF VA., 

Rrcu:1ro:ND, January 2-1, 1SG6. 
By a statute passed at the present session of 

the Legislature of Vir~inia, entitled "A bill 
providing for the punistiment of vagrants," it 
is enacted, among other things, that any jus­
tice of the peace, upon the complaint of any one 
of cutain officers therein named, may issue his 
warrant for the apprehension of any person al­
leged to bo- a vagrant an,l cause such persou to 
be apprehended and brought before him; and 
tl1at ii upon due examination said justice of the 
peace shall find tha,t snch person is a vagrant 
within tho definition of vagrancy contained in 
said statute, he shall issue his warrant, directing 
such person to be employed for a term not ex­
ceedmg three montha, and by any constable of 
the county wherein the proc(edings are lrnd be 
hired out for lhe best wages which can be pro• 
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cured, his wages to he applied to the sup,-,ort of 
hir:1self and lns family. The s:iid st:1tute further 
provides, that in case any vagrant so hired 
shall, during his term of sr,rvice, run away from 
his employer without sufficient cause, he shall 
be apprehended on the warrant of a justice of 
the peace and returned to the custody of his 
employer, who shall then have, free from any 
other hire, the services of Ruch vagrant for one 
month in nddition to the ori~inal terms of hiring, 
and that the employer shall then have power, 
if authorized by a justice of the peace, to work 
such vagrant with ball aud chain. The said 
statute gpecifies the persons who shall be con­
sidered vagrants and Jiaule to the penalties im­
posed by it. Among those declared to be 
vagrants are all persons who, not having the 
wherewith to support loheir families, live i,lly 
a!'.'.d wi!but employment, and refuse to work 
for foe usual and common wages given to other 
laborers in the like work in the place where 
they are. 

In many counties of thiH State meetings of 
employers have been held, and unjust and 
wrongful combinations have been entered into 
for the purpose of depressint? the wages of the 
freedmen below the real value of their labor, 
far below the prices formerly paid to masters 
for labor performed by their slaves. By reason 
of these combinations wages ntter'.y inadequate 
to the support of themselves and families have, 
in many places, become the usu 11 and common 
wages of the freedmen. Thceffe~t of the statnte 
in question will be, therefore, to compel the 
freedmen, under penalty of punishment as 
eriminals, to accept and labor fo, the wages es­
tablished by these combinations of employers. 
It places them wholly in the power of their em­
ployers, and it is easy to foresee that, even 
where no such combination now exists, the 
temptation to form them offered by the st.atute 
will be too strong to be rtsisted, and that such 
inadequate wages will become the common and 
usual wages throughout the State. The ulti­
mate effect of the statute will be to reduce the 
freedmen to a condition of servitude worse than 
that from which they have been emancipated­
.i. condition which will be slavery in all but its 
name. 

It is therefore ordered that no magistra.te, 
civil officer or other person shall in any way or 
manner apply or attempt to apply the provis­
ions of said statute to any colored person in 
this department. 
By command of 11Iajor General A. II. TEllllY, 

ED. W. SMITH, As$istant Adjutant General. 
January 2G-President John!ion refused to 

interfere with this order. 'l'he Legislature took 
no further action on the question. 

February 28-This bill passed in relation to 
the testimony of colored persons: 

Be it enacted, That colored persons anrl I ndi­
an, shall, if otherwise competPnt, and subject 
to the rules applicablo to other persons, be 
admitted as witne,ses in the following cases: 
· 1. In all civil oases and proc~r,dings at law or 
in equity, in which a colored person or an l!!dian 
is a party, or may be directly benefited or in­
jured bf the result. 

2. In all criminal proceedings in which a 

colored person or an Indian is a party, or which 

arise out of an injury done, attempted, or 

threatened to the person, property, or rights of 

a colored person or In,lian, or in which it is 

alleged in the pre~entment, information, or in­

dictments, or in which the court is of'opinion 

from the other evidence that there is probable 

cause to believe that the offence was committed 

by a white person in conjunction or co-operation 

with a colored person or Indian. 


3. The testimony of colored persons shall, in 
all cases and proceedings, both at law and in 
equity, be given ore tenus, and not by deposition, 
and in suits in equity, and in all other case~ in . 
which the deposition of the witness would reg­
ularly be part of the record, the court shall, 
if desired hy any party, or if deemed pro~,er by 
itself, certify the facts proved by such witnesses, 
or the evidence given by him as far as credited 
by the court, as th.e one or the other may be 
proper under the rules of law a.pplicab]P, to the 
case, and such certificate shall he m, le part 
of the record. 

March 4-The Legislature adjourned. 

TENNESSEE. 
18G6, January 25-This bill became a law: ' 
That persons of African and Indian descen·t 

are hereby declared to be competent witnes.qes 
in all the courts of this State, in as full a manner 
as such persons are by an act of Con<cmss corn­
petent witnesses in all the courts of tlrn United 
::ltates, and all laws and parts of laws of the 
State excluding such persons from competency 
are hereby repealed: Provichd, howci-c,·, That 
this act slrnll not be so con,true,1 as to give 
colored persons the right to vote, hold office, or 
sit on juries in this State; and that this provis­
ion is inserted by virtue of the provision of the 
9th section of the amended constitution, ratified 
Febrnary 22, 1865. 

lllay 26-This bill became a law: 
An act to define the term "persons of color," 

and to declare the rights of such persons. 
SEc. l. That all negroes, mulattoes, mcstizoes, 

and their descendants, having any African blood 
in their veins, shall be known in this State as 
"persons of color." 

I#' SEc. 2. That persons of color shall have the 
right to make and enforce contracts, to sue and 
l,e sued, to be parties and give evidence, to in­
herit, and to have full and equal benefits of all 
laws and proceedings for the security of person 
and estate, and sliall not be subject to any other 
or different punishment, pains, or prnalty, for 
tlie commission of any act or offence than snch 
:is are prescribed for white persons cc,mmitting 
like act!i or offences. 

SEC. 3. That all persons of color, be:ng blind, 
<leaf and dumb, lunatics, paupers, or appren­
tices, shall luwe the full and perfect ben,,fit. and 
application of all hws re"uhting and providing 
for white per.sons, being blind, or deaf and dumb, 
or lunatics or paupers, or either (in asylums for 
their benefit) and apprent1cP.s. 

SEC. 4. That all ads o~ parts of acts or laws, 
inoonsist.ent herewith, are her~l,y repealed: Pro­
vided, That nothing in this act shall be so con­
strned as to admit persons of color to serve on 
a jury: And provided further, That the prov is­

http:magistra.te
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iQnS of this act shall not be so construed as to 
requir<> the education of colored and white chil­
dren in the same school. 

SEc. 5. That all free persons of color who 
were living together as hu~band and wife in this 
State while in a state of slavery are hereby de­
clared to be man and wife, and their children 
legitimately entitled to an inheritance in any 
property heretofore acquired, or that may here­
after be acquired, by said parents, to as full an 
extent as the children of white citizens are now 
entitled by the existing Ja.ws of this State. 

Jvfay 26-All the freedmen's courts in Tennes­
see were abolished by the assistant commander, 
the law of the t:!tate m(Lking colored persons 
competent witnesses in all civil courts. 

TEXAS. 
A colored man is permitted by the new con­

stitution to testify orally where any one of his 
race is a party, allows him to ho] d property, and 
to sue and be sued. 

LOUISIANA. 
1865, December .-" An act to provide for 

and regulate labor contracts for agricultural pur­
suits" requires all such laborers to make labor 
contracts for the next year within the first ten 
days of .J>inuary-the contracts to be in writing, 
to be with heads of families, to embrace the labor 
of all the members, and be binding on all minors 
thereof. Each laborer, after choosing his em­
ployer, "shall not be allowed to leave his place 
of employment until the fulfillment of his con­
tract, unless by consent of his employer, or on 
account of harsh treatment, or breach of con­
tract on the par.t of employer; and if they do SI) 

leave, without cause or permission, they shall 
forfeit all wages earned to the time of abandon­
ment." Wages due shaJJ Le a lien upon tlie 
crops; and one half shall be paid at periods 
agreed by the parties, "but it shall be lawful for 
the employ~r to retain the other moiety until 
the completion of the contract." Employers 
failing to comply, are to be fined double the 
amount due to laborer. These are the eighth 
and ninth sections in full: 

SEc. 8. That in case of sickness of the laborer, 
wages for the time lo~t ~hall be deducted, and 
where the sickness is feigned for purposes of idle­
ness, and also on refusal to work according to 
contrnct, double the amount of waaes shall be 
deducted for the time lost, and also w'here rations 
have been furnished; and should the refusal to 
work be contitl\lcd beyond three davs, the of­
fender shalll he reported to ajustice of the peace, 
and shall he forced to labor on roads, levees, and 
other public works, without pay, until the of­
fonder .consents io return to his labor. 

SEc. 9. That, when in health, the laborer shall 
work ten hours during the da;v in summer, and 
nine hours during the day m winter, unless 
othPrwise stipulated in the labor contract; he 
shall obey all proper orders of his employer or 
his agent.; take proper care of his work mules, 
horses, oxen, stock; also of all agricultural in­
plemen(s; and cm ployers shall have the right to 
make a reasor,able deduction from the laborer's 
W1J.2es for injuries done to animals or agricultu­
ral implements i.ommitted to his care, or for bad 

or negligent work. Bad work shall not be a]. 
lowed. Failing to obey reasonable orders, r,<.~· 
lect of duty, and leaving home wi,hout per.1:~­
sion, will bo deemed d1sobe<lience; impud :1.r,~, 

swearing, or indecent language to or in tho ,>re~· 
ence of the employer, his family or agm t, o• 
quarrelling and fighting with one another. slrnll 
be deemed disobedience. For 1111 y disobe .!ience 
a fine of one dollar shall be i:nposed on the of­
fender. For all lost time from work ho11rs, 1rn­
less in case of sickness, the laborer sball be fined 
twenty-five cents per hour. For all absence from 
home without leave :he laborer will be fined at 
the rate of two dollars per day. Laborus will· 
not be required to labor on the Sabbath except 
to take the necesrnrv care of stock and other 
property on planta(i-;,ns and do t!ie necessary 
cooking and household duties, unless by special 
contract. For all thefts of the laborer from the 
employer of agricultural products, hogs,. sheep, 
poultry or any other prcpeny of the employer, 
or wilful destruction of property or injury, the 
laborer shall pay the employer double the 
amount of the value of the property stolen, des­
troyed or injured, one half to be paid to the em­
ployer and the other half to be placed in the 
general fund provided for in this section. No 
live stock shall be allowed to laborers without 
the permission of the employer. Laborers shall 
not receive visitors during work hours. All diffi­
culties arising between the employers and labor­
ers, nnder this section, sh(Lll be settled, and all 
fines be imposed, by the former; if not satisfac­
tory to the laborers, an appeal may be harl to 
the nearest justice of the peace and two free­
holders, citizens, one cf said citizens to be se­
lected by the employer and the other by the 
laborer; and a11 fines imposed and collected un­
der this section shall be <ledllcted from the wages· 
due, and shall be placed in a common fond, to 
be divided among the other laborers employed 
on the plantation at the time when their full 
wages fall due, except as provided for above. 

December 21-This bill became a law: 
SEC. 1. .That any one who shall persuade or 

entice away, feed, harbor, or secrete any person 
who leaves his or her employer, with whom she 
or he has contracted, or is a.ssigned to live, or 
any apprentice who is bouud as an apprentic'l, 
without the permission of his or her employer, 
said person or persons so offending shall be lia­
ble for damages to the employer, and also, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be subject to pay a fine 
of not more tha.u five hundred dollar~. nor Jes~ 
than ten dollars, or imprisonment in the parish 
jail for not more than twelve months nor Jes~ 
than ten days, or both, at the discretion of the 
court. 

SEC. 2. That it shall be duty of the judges of 
this State to give this act especially in charqe oJ 
the grand juries at each jury term of tneir 
respective courts, 

A new vagrant act is thus condensed in the 
New Orleans Pic'ayune: · 

It adopts the same definition of vagrancy al! 
in the act ?f 1855, and provides that any person 
charged with vagrancy shall be arre~t~d on the 
warrant of any judge or justice of the peace; 
and if said judge or Justice of the peace shall be 
satisfied by the confession of the offender, or by 
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competent testimony, that he is a vagrant within I cause him to labor on the public workR, roads. 
this said description, he shall make a certificate and levees, under such regulations as >hall be 
of the same. which shall be filed with the clerk made by the muniGipal authorities: Provided, 
of the court of the parish and in the city of That if the accused be a person who has aban­
New Orleans. The certificate shall be filed in cloned liis employer before his contract expired, 
the offices of the recorders, and the said justice the preference shall be given to such employer 
or other officer shall require the party accused of hiring the accused: And provided further, 
to enter into bond, payable to the Governor of That in the city of New Orleans the accused 
Louisiana, or his successors in office, in such may be committed to the work-house for a time 
imms as said justice of tho peace or other officer not excP.eding six months, there to be kept at 
shall prescribe, with security, to be approved by hard labor on the public work8, roads, or levees. 
said officer, for his good behavior and future The proceeds of hire in the cases herem provided 
industry for the period of one year; and upon for to be paid into the Jiarish treasury for the 
bis failing or refusing to give such bond and se- benefit of paupers: An providedjurtncr, That 
curity, the justice .or other officer shall issue his the persons hiring such vagrant shall be com­
warrant to the sheriff or other officer, directing pelled to furnish such clothing. food, and medi­
him to deLain and to hire out such vagrant for cal attention as they may furnish their other 
a. period not exceeding twelve months, or to laborers. 

v. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S INTERVIEWS AND SPEECHES. 

1865, April 15-Andrew Johnson qualified as reference to this diabolical and fiendish rebellion 
President, Chief Justice Chase administering the sprung upon the country, all I have to do is to 
oath of office. ask you to also go back and take my course in 

the past, and from that determine wliat my fu-
Remarks at an Interview with Citizens of Indi- ture will be. .I-line has been but one straight­

ana. forward and unswerving course, and I see no 
1865, April 21-A delegation was introduced reason now why I should depart from it. 

· by Governor 0. P. Morton, to whose address As to making a declaration, or manifesto, or 
President Johnson responded, stating that he did message, or what you may please to call it, my 
not desire to make any expression of his future past is a better foreshadowing of my future 
policy more than he had already made, and course than ar,y statemeut l)n paper tliat rniglit 
adding: be made. Who, four years ago, looking clown 

But in entering upon the discharge of the the stream of time, could have delineated that 
duties devolving upon me by the sad occurrence which has transpired sin~e then? Had any one 
of the assassination of the Chief Magistrate of done so, and presented it., he would have been 
the nation, and as you are aware, in surround- looked upon as imane, or it would hiwe been 
ing circumstances which are peculiarly embar- thought a fable-:fabulous as the stories of the 
rassing and responsible, I doubt whether you Arabian Nights, as the wonders of the lamp of 
are aware how much I appreciate enco~1~·age- Aladdin, and would have been about as readily 
ment and countenance from my fellow-citizens, believed. 
of Indiana. The most courageous individual, 1 If we knew so little fonr years ago of what 
the most determined will, might justly shrink Ihas passed since then, we know as little what 
f:om entering upqn the discharge of that whi_ch events will aris~ in the next four years; but as 
hes before me; but were I a coward, or timid, these events anse I shall be coutrollml 1.n the 
to receive the countenance and encouragement disposition of them by those rules and principles 
I have from you, and from various other parts by which I have been guided heretofore. llad 
of the country, would make me a courageous it not been for ext.raor<linary efforts, in part 
and determined man. I mean in the proper owing to the machinery of t.l1e State, yon wonld 
sense of the term, for there is as much in moral I have had rebellion as rampant in Indianans we 
courage and the firm, calm discharge of duty, as had it in Tennessee. Treason is none tho less 
in physical courage. But, in entenng upon the treason whether it be m a free St.ate or in a slavll 
duties imposed upon me by this calamity, I re- State; but if there could be any difference in 
quire not only courage, but determined will, such a crime, he wbo commits treaso11 in a free 
and I assure yon that on this occasion your en- State is a greater traitor than he who commits 
couragement is peculiarly aoceptabl~ to me. In it in a sJave State. There °:light Le ~ome little 
r.eference to what my adn11mstrat1on will be, excuse m a mo.n based on his possess10n of the 
while I occupy my pre~ent position, I must peculiar property, but the traitor in a free State 
refer yon to the past. You may look back to it has no excuse, but simply to be a traitcr.. 
as evidence of what my course will be; and, in Do not, however, understand me to mean by 
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this that any man ehould be exonerated from 
the penalties and puni,hments of the crime of 
treason. The time has arrived when the Ameri­
can people should understand what crime is, 
and that it should punished, and its penalties 
enforced and inflicted. We say in o•ir statutes 
and courts that burglary is a crime, that murder 
is a crime, that arson is a crime, and that trea­
son is a crime; and the Constitution of United 
States, and the laws of the United States, say 
that treason shall consist.in levying war against 
them, and giving their enemies aid and coii1fort. 
I have just remarked that burglary is a crime 
and has its penalties, that murder is a crime and 
has its penalties, and so on through the long 
cablo~ue of crime. 

To illustrate by a sad event, which is before 
the minds of all, and which has draped thi8 land 
in mourning. Who is there here wl.10 would 
say if the assassin who has stricken from our 
midst one beloved and revered by all, and passed 
him from time to eternity, to that bourne 
whence no traveler returns, who, I repeat, who, 
here would say that the assassin, if taken, 
should not suffer the penalties of his crime? 
Then, if you take the life of one individual for 
the murder of another, and believe that his 
property should be confiscated, what should be 
done with one who is trying to assassinate this 
nation? What should be done with him or 
them who have attempted the life of a natioll. 
composed of thirty millions of people? 

We were living at a time when the public 
mind had almost become oblivious of what trea­
son is. The time has arrived, my countrymen. 

. when the American people should be educated 
and taught what is crimA, and that treason is a 
crime, and the highest crime known to tbe law 
and the Constitution. Yes, treason against a 
State, treason against all the States, treason 
against the Government of the United States, is 
the highest crime that can be committed, and 
those engaged in it should suffer all its penalties. 

I know it is very easy to get up sympathy 
and sentiment where human blood is about to 
be shed, easy to acquire a reputation for leni­
ency and kindness, but sometimes its effects and 
practical operations produce misery and woe to 
the mass of mankind. Sometimes an individual 
whom the law has overtaken, and on whom ,its 
penalties are about to be imposed, will appeal 
and plead with the Executive for the exercise of 
clemency.. But beforfl its exercise he ought to 
ascertain what is mercy and what is not mercy. 
It is a very important question, and one which 
deserves· the consideration of those who moralize 
upon crime and the morals of a nation, whether 
in some cases action should not be suspended 
here and transferred to Him who controls all. 
There, if innocence has been invaded, if wrong 
has been done, the Controller and Giver of all 
~ood, one of whose attributes is mercy, will set 
It right. 

It is not promulging anything that I have not 
heretofore said to say that traitors must be made 
odious, that treason must be made odious, t.hat 
traitors must be punished and impoverished. 

They must not only be punished, but their 
social power must be destroyed., If not, they 
will still maint.<tin an ascendency, and may again 

become numerous nnd powerful; for, in the 
words of a former Senator of the United States, 
"When traitors become numerous enough, trea 
son becomes respectable." And I say ll1at, after 
making treason odious, every Union man and 
the Government should be remnnerated out of 
the pockets of those who have inflicted this great 
sufferiug upon the country. But do not under­
stand me as saying th.is in ~. spirit of anger, for, 
if I understand m{ own heart, the reverse is the 
case; and, while say that the penalties of the 
law, in a stern and in(lexible manner, should be 
execnted upon conscious, intelligent, and infln­
ential traitors-the leaders, who have de}eiv0d 
thournnds upon thousands of laboring me_1 who 
have hen drawn into this rebellion-and whil,3 
I say, as to the leaders, punishment, [ als:i eay 
leniency, conciliation, and amnesty to the thou­
sands whom they have misled and deceived· ac.d 
in reference to this, as I remarked, I might 'have 
adopted your speech as my own. 

As my honorable friend knows, I long ,ince 
took the ground that this Government was ient 
upon a great mission among the nations ol the 
earth ; that it had a great work to perform, and 
that in starting it was started in perpetuity. 
Look back for one single moment to the Articles 
of Confederation, and then come down to 1787, 
when the Constitution was formed-what do you 
find? That we, "the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect government," &c. 
Provision is made for the admission of new States, 
to be added to old ones embraced within the 
Union. Now, turn to the Constitution: we find 
that amendments may be mad!l, bv a recom­
mendation of two thirds of the members of Con­
gress, if ratified by three fourths of the States. 
Provision is made for the admission pf new 
States; no provision is made for the secession of 
old ones. 

The instrument was made· to be good in per­
petuity, and you can take hold of it, not lo break 
up the Government, but to go on perfecting it 
more and more as it runs down the stream of 
time. 

We find the Government composed of integral 
parts. An individual is an integer, and a num­
ber of individuals form a State; and a State it­
self is an integer, and the various States form 
the Union, wliich is itself an integer-they all 
making up the Government of the United States. 
Now we come to the point of my argmncnt,,so 
far as concerns the perpetuity of the Govern­
ment. We have seen that the Government is 
composed of part.s, each essential to the whole, 
and the whole essential.to each part. Now, if 
an individual (part of a State) declare war 
against the whole, in vioh1tion of the Constitu­
tion, be, as a citizen, bas violated the law, and 
is responsible for the act as an individual. 
There may be more than one individual, it may 
go on till they become parts of States. Some­
time the rebellion may go on increasing in num­
bers till the State machinery is overturned, and 
the country becomes like a man that. is paralyzed 
on one side. But we find in the Constitution 
a great panacea provide~. It provides that the 
United States (that is, the great integer) shall 
guarantee to each State (the inte9ers composing 
the whole) in this Union a republica11 form of 
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government. Yes, if rebellion hnd been ram­
pant, and set aside the machinery of a State for 
a time, there stands the great law to remo\·e the 
po.ralysis and revitalize it, and put it on its feet 
agrrin. When we come to understand our sys­
tem of government, though it be complex, we 
see how beautifully one part moves in harmony 
with another; then we see our Government is 
to be a perpetuity, there being no -provision for 
pullmg it down, the Union being its vitalizing 
power, imparting life to the whole of the ;:',tates 
that move around it like planets round the sun, 
receiving thence light and heat and motion. 

Upon this i<lea of deslroyina States, my posi­
tion ha~ been heretofore well known, an<l l see 
no cause to change it now, and I am ghd to 
hear its reiteration on the present occasion. 
Some are satisfied with the idea that States are 
to be Jost in territorial and other divisions; are 
to lose their character as States. But their life 
breath has been only suspended, and it i.s "'high 
constitutional obli&n,tion we have k oecure each 
of these States in tlle possession and enjoyment 
of a republican form of government. A State 
may be in the Government with a peculiar insti­
tution, and by the operation of rebellion lose 
that feature; but it was a State when it went 
into rebellion, and when it comes out without 
the institution it is still a state. 

I hold it as a solemn obligation in any one of 
these States where the rebel armies have been 
beaten back or expelled-I care not how small 
the number of Union men, if enough to man the 
ship of State, I hol<l it, I say, a high duty to 
protect and secure to them a republican form of 
government. This is no new opinion. It is ex­
pressed in conformity with my understanding of 
the genius and theory of our Government. Then 
in adjusting and putting the Government upon 
its legs agarn, I tI1ink the progress of this work 
must pass into the hands of its friends. If a State 
is to be nursed until it again gets strength, it 
must be nurned by its frien<ls, not smothered by 
its enemies.* 

*On this an<l other points, President Johnson declared 
himself in hi~ Nash,•ille ic:peech of June 9, 1864, from which 
thoLe extracts are taken: 

The 'question is, whether man.is capable of 
self-government? I hold with Jefferson that 
government was made for the convenience of 
man, and not man for government. The Jaws 
and constitutions were designed as instruments 
to promote his welfare. An<l hence, from this 
]Jrinciple, I conclude that governments can and 
ought to be changed and amended to conform 
t,J the wants, to the requirements and progress 
of the people, and the enlightened spirit of the 
age. Now, if anJ of your secessionists have lost 
faith in men's capability for self-government, 
and feel unfit for the exercise of this great right, 
go straight to rebel<lom, take Jeff. Davis, Beau­
rPgard, and Bragg for your masters, and put 
their collars on your necks. 

And let me say that now is the time to secure 
these fundamental principles, while the land is 
rent with anarchy and upheaves with the throes 
of 0, mighty revolution. While society is iu 
this disordered state, o.nd we are seeking security, 
let us fix the fonn<lation of the Government on 
princivles of eternal justice which wiJJ endure 

Now, permit me to remark, that while I have 
opposed dissolution and disintegration on the one 

for all time. There is an element in our midst 
who o.re for perpetuating the institution of 
slavery. Let me say to you, Tennesseeans and 
men from the Northern States, that slavery is 
dead. It was not murdered by me. I told you 
long ago what the result would be if you en­
deavored to go out of the Union to save slavery; 
and that the result would be bloodshed, rapine, 
devastated fields, plundered villages and citi~s. 
and, therefore, I urged you to remain in the 
Union. In trying to save slavery, you killed it 
and lost your own freedom. Your slavery 1s 
dead, but I did not murder it. As Macbeth said 
to Banquo's bloody ghost: 

"'Never shake thy gory locks at m•; 
Thou canst not sny I did it."' 

Slavery is dead, and you must pardon me if 
I do not mourn over its dead body; you can 
bury it out of sight. In restoring the State, 
leave out that disturbing and dangerous element, 
and use only those parts of the machinery 
which will move in harmony. 

But in calling a convention to restore the 
State, who shall restore and re-establish it? 
Shall the man who gave his influence and his 
means to destroy the Government? Is he to 
participate in the great work of reorganization? 
~hall he who brought this misery upon the 
State be permitted to control its destinies? If 
this be so, then all this precious blood of onr 
brave soldiers and officers so freely poured out 
will have been wantonly spilled. All the glori­
ous victories won by our noble armies will go 
for nought, and all the battle-fields which have 
been sown with dead heroes during the rebel­
lion will have been made memorable in vain. 

Why all this carnage and devastation? It 
was that treason might be put down and traitors 
punished. Therefore I say that traitors should 
take a back seat in the work of restoration. If 
there be but five thousand men in Tennessee 
loyal to the Constitution, loyal to freedom, loyal 
to justice, these true and faithful men should 
control the work of reorganization and reforma­
tion absolutely. I say that the traitor has 
ceased to be a citizen, and in joining the rebel­
lioJJ has become a public enemy. He forfeited 
his right to vote with loyal men when he re­
nounce<l bis citizenship aod sought to destroy 
our Government. We say to the most honest 
and industrious foreigner who comes from En~­
land or Germany to dwell among us, and to atld 
to the wealth of the country, "Before yon can 
be a citizen you must stay here for five years." 
If we are so cautious about foreigners, who vol­
untarily renounce their homes to live with us, 
what should we say to the traitor, who, although 
born and reared among us, has raised a parrici­
dal hand against the Government which always 
protected him? My judgment is that he should 
be subjected to a severe ordeal before he is re­
stored· to citizenship. A fellow who takes the 
oath merely to save his property, and denies the 
validity of the oath, is a perjured man, and not 
to be trusted. Bafore these repenting rebels can 
be trusted, let them bring forth the fruits of ro­
pentance. He who helped to make all these 
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' band. on the other I am equally opposed to con­
solictation, or the centralization of power in the 
hands of a few. Sir, all this has been extorted 
from me by the remarks you have offered, and 
as I have already remarked, I might have adopted 
your speech as my own. I have detained you 
longer than I expected, but Governor Morton is 
responsible for that. 

I scarcely know how to express my feeling in 
view of the kindness yon have manifested 
on this occasion. Perhaps I ought not to add 
what I am about to say, but human nature is 
human nature. Indiana first named me for the 
Vice Presidency, though it was unsolicited by 
me. Indeed, there is not a man can say that I 
eyer approached him on the subject. 1Iy eyes 
were turned to my own State. If I could restore 
her, the measure of my awbition was complete. 
I thank the State of Indiana for the confidence 
and regard she manifested toward me, which has 
rernlted in what is now before me, placing me in 
the position I now occupy. 

In conclusion, I will repeat that the vigor of 
my youth has been spent in advocating those 
great principles at the foundation of our Govern­
ment, and, therefore, I have been by many de­
nounced as a demagogue, I striving to please the 

widows and orphans, who draped the streets of 
Nashville in mourning, should suffer for his great 
crime. The work is in our own hands. 'iVe can 
destroy this reb~llion. With Grant thundering 
on the Potomac before Richmond, and Sherman 
and Thomas on their march toward Atlanta, the 
day will ere long be ours. Will any madly per­
sist in rebellion'/ Suppose that an equal num­
ber be slain in every battle, it is plain that the 
result must be the utter extermination of the 
rebels. Ah 1 these rebel leaders have a strong 
rersonal reason for holding out to save their 
hecks from the halter; and these leaders must 
feel the power of the Government! Treason 
must be made odious, and traitors must be pun­
ished and impoverished. Their great planta­
tions must be seized, and divided into small 
farms, and sold to honest, industrious men. 1'he 
day for protecting the lands and negroes of these 
authors of the rebellion is past. It is high time 
it was. I have been most deeply pained at some 
things which have come under my observation. 
We get men in command who, under the influ­
ence of flattery, fawning, and caressing, grant 
protection to the rich traitor, while the poor 
Union man stands out in the cold, often unable 
to get a receipt or a voucher for his losses. 
[Cries of "That's so!" from all parts of the 
crowd.] The traitor can get lucrative contrncls, 
while the loyal man is pushed a.~ide, unable to 
obtain a reco9nition of his juet st.ripes and shoul­
der-straps. 1 want them all to hear what I say. 
I have been on a gridiron for two years at the 
sight of these abuses.. I blame not the Govern­
ment for these things, which are the work of 
weak or faithless subordinates. Wrongs will be 
committed under every form of government and 
every administration. For myself, I mean to 
stand by the Government till the flag of the 
Union shall wave over every city, town, hill­
top, and cross-roads, in its full power and ma­
jesty. · ­

people. I am free to say to you that my highest 
ambition was to please the people, for I believe 
that when I pleasPd them, 1 was pretty nearly 
right, and being in the right, I didn't care w bu 
assailed me. But I was going to rny I have al­
ways advotated the principle, that government 
was made for man-not man for goverment; even 
as the good 13ook says that the Sabbath was '.Dade 
for man-not man for'the l:iahbath. 

So far as in me lies, those principles shall be 
carried out; and, in conclusion, I tender you my 
profound and sincere thanks for your respect 
and support in the performance of the arduous 
duties now devolving upon roe. 

To Virginia Refugees. 
April 2,1, 1865-A large number of Southern 

refugees had an interview, Hon. John C. Under­
wood making an address; to which the Presi­
dent replied: 

It is hardly necessary for me on this occasion 
to say that my sympathies and impulses in con­
nection with this nefarious rebellion beat in uni­
son with yours. Those who have passed through 
this bitter ordeal, and who participated in it to 
a great extent, are more competent, as I think, 
to judge and determine the true policy which 
should be pursued.· [ Applause.] 

I have but little to say on this question in re­
sponse to what has been said. It enunciates and 
expresses my own feelings to the fullest extent, 
and in much better language than I can at the 
present moment summon to my aid. 

The most that I can say is, that entering upon 
the duties that have devolved upon me under 
circumstances that are perilous and responsible, 
and being thrown intQ the position I now occupy 
unexpectedly, in consequence of the sad event­
the heinous asrn~sination which has taken piace­
in view of all tl,at is before me, and the ci rcum­
stances that surround me, I cannot hut feel that 
your encouragement and kindness are peculiarly 
acceptable and appropriate. 

I do not think you have been familiar with 
my course, if you who are from the South deem it 
necessary for me to make any professions as to 
the fnture on this occasion, or to express what 
my course will be upon qnestions that may arise. · 
If my past life is no indication of what my 
future will be, my professions were both worth­
less and empty; and in returning yon my sin­
cere thanks for this encouragement and sympa­
thy, I can only reiterate what I have said before, 
and, in part, what has just been read.· 

As far as clemency and mercy are concerned, 
and the rroper exercise of the pardon ins power, 
I think understand the nature and character 
of the latter. In the exercise of clemency and 
mercy, that pardoning power should be exer­
cised with caution. I do not give utterance to 
my opinions on this point in any spirit of re­
venge or unkind feelings. Mercy and clemency 
have been pretty large ingredients in my com 
pound. Having been the executiv,! of a State. 
and thereby placed in a position in which it wa_s 
necess:1ry to exercise clemency and mercy, I have 
been charged with going too far, being too leni­
ent; and I have become rntisfied that mercy 
without justice is a crime, and that when mercy 
and clemency are exercised by tlie executive jt 

I • 
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should always be done in view of justice, and in· 
that manner alone is properly exercised that 
great preroCTative. 

The time 'lias come, as you who have had to 
drink t!tis bitter cup are fully aware, when the 
American people should be made to tinderstand 
the true nature of crime. Of crime, gr,nerally, 
our people have a high understanding, as well as 
of the neces8ity for its punishment; but in the 
catalogue of crimes there i8 one-'--and that the 
highest known to the law and the Constitution­
of which, since the days of Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr, they have become oblivious; that is TREA­
SON. lndeed, one ,vho has become distinguished 
in treason and in this rebellion said, that "when 
traitors become numerous enough, treason be­
comes resp~ctt.Lle," and to become a trn,itor was 
to constitute a portion of the ari,tocracy of the 
country. · 

God protect the people against such an aris­
tocracy. 

Yes, the time has come when the people should 
be taught to understand the length and breath, 
the depth and height of treason. An individual 
occupying the highest position among us was 
lifted to that position by the free oITering of the 
American people-the highest position on the 
habitable globe. This man wehaveseen, revered, 
and loved; one who, if he erred at all, erred ever 
on the side of clemency and mercy; that man we 
have seen treason strike through a fitting instru­
ment; and we have beheld him fall like a bright 
star falling from its sphere. 

Now, there is none but would say, if the ques­
tion came up,. what should be done with tho in­
dividual who assassinated the chief magistrate 
of a nation-he is but a man, one man alter all; 
but if asked what should be• done with the assas­
sin, what should be the penalty, the forfeit ex­
acted, I know what response dwells in every 
bosom. It is, that he should pay the forfeit with 
his life. Ami hence we see fhat these are times 
when mercy and clemency without.justice become 
a crime. The one should temper the other and 
bring about the proper mean. And if we would 
say this when the case was the simple munler of 
one man by his fellow man, what should we say 
when a,.sked what shall be done with him, or 
them, or those wh0 have raised impious hands to 
take et way the life ,fa nation composed of thirty 
millions of people? What would be the reply to 
that question? Bi..t while in mercy we remem­
ber justice, in the language that has been utte,Jd, 
I say just ice toward the leaders, the consc10us 
leaders; but I also say amnesty, conciliation, 
clemency, and mercy to the thousands of our 
countrymen who you and I know have been 
deceived or driven into this infernal rebellion. 

And so I return to where I started from, and 
again reperLt, that it is time our people were 
taught to know that treason is a crime-not a 
mere political difference, not a mere contest be­
tween two parties, in which one. succeeded, and 
the other has simply failed. They must know it 
is trerL0 on, for if they had succeeded, the life of 
the nation would have been reft from it, the 
Union would lrnve been destroyed. 

Surely the Constitution sufficiently defines 
treason. It cunsists in levying war against the 
United States, and in giving their enemies aid 

and comfort. With this definition it requires the 
exerci~e of no great acumen to ascertain who 
are traitors. It requires no great perception t0 
tell us who have levied war against the Vnited 
States, nor does it require any great stretch 0f 
reasoning to ascertain who has given aid to the 
enemies of the United State~. _.\.nd d,rn the 
Government of the United Stales does ascertain 
who are the conscious and intelligent traitors, 
the penalty and the forfeit should be paid. 

I know how to appreciate the condition of 
being driven from one's home. I can syi111•a­
thize with him whose all has Leen taken from 
him; with him who has Leen denied the place 
that gave his children birth; but let us, withal, 
in the restoration of true government, proceed 
temperately and dispassionately, and hope and 
pray that the time will come, as l believe, when 
we all can return and remain at our homes, and 
trea8on and traitors be driven from our land; 
[applaiu,e;] when again law and order shall 
reign, and the 1:mner of our country be un­
furled over every inch of territory within the 
area of the UmteJ States. 

In conclusion, let me thank you most pro­
foundly for this encouragement and manifesta­
tion of your regard and respect, and assure you 
that I can give no greater assurance rega,dincr 
the settlement of tlus question than that 1 in ten a 
to di,-charge my duty, and in that way which 
shall in the earliest possible hour bring back 
peace to our distracted country, and hope the 
time is not far distant when our people can all 
return to their homes and firesides, and resume 
their various avocations. 

Interview with George L. Stearns. 
WASIIUIGTON, D. C., Oct. 3, 1865, 11!, A. M. 

I have just returned from an interview with 
President Johnson, in which he talked for an 
ho~r on the process of reconstruction of rebel 
States. His manner was as cordial, and his 
conversation as free as in 1863, when I met him 
daily"in Nashville. 

Ilis countenance is healthier, even more sc 
than when I first knew him.· 

I remarked that the people of the North 
were anxious that the process of reconstruction 
shoul<l be thorough, and they wished to support 
him in the arduou~ work, but their ideas were 
confused by the conflicting reports constantly 
circulated, and especially by the present position 
of the Democratic party. It is induRtriously 
circulated in thA Democratic clubs that he was 
going over to them. He laughingly 1·eplied. 
"M;1jor, have you neYer known a man who for 
many years had di!Iered from your views be­
cause you were m advance of him, claim them 
as his own when he came up to your stand­
point?" 

I re\,lied, "I have, often." He said, "So 
have I,' and went on: "The Democratic party 
find~ its old position untenable; and is coming 
to ours; 

0

if it has come up to our position, I am 
glad of it. You and I need no preparation for 
this conversation; we can talk freely on this 
subject, for the thoughts are familiar to us; we 
can be perfectly frank with ead1 other." He 
then commenced with s11ying tlrnt the States are 
in the Cnion, vrhich is whole and indivisible. 
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Individunls tried to carry them out, but did 
not succeed, as a man ii'iay try to cut his throat 
and be prevented by the bystanders; and you 
cannot say he cut his throat because he tried to 
do it. 

Individuals may commit treason and be pun­
ished, and a large number of individuals may 
constitute a rebellion, and be punished as trai­
tors. Some States tried to get out of the Union, 
and we opposed it honestly, because we believed 
it to be wrong; and we have succeeded in put­
ting down the rebellion. The power of those 
persons who made the attempt has been crushed, 
and now we want to reconstruct the State gov­
ernments, and have the power to do it. The 
State institutions are prostrated, laid out on the 
ground, :md they must be taken up and adapted 
to the progress of events; this cannot be done 
in a moment. We are making very rapid pro"­
ress-so rapid I sometimes cannotrealize it. It 
appears like a dream. 

We must not be in too much of a hurry; it 
is better to let them reconstruct themselves than 
to force them to it; for if they go wrong the 
power is in our hands, and we can check them 
m any stage, to the end, and oblige them to 
correct their errors; we must be patient with 
them, I did not expect to keep out all who 
were excluded from the amnesty, or even a 
large number- of them; but I intended they 
should sue for pardon, and so realize the enor­
mity of the crim~ they had committed. 

You could not have broached the subject of 
equal suffrage at the North seven years ago, 
and we must remember that the changes of t1ie 
South have been more· rapid, and they have 
been obliged to accept more unpalatable truth 
than the North has; we must give them time to 
digest a part., for we cannot expect such large 
affairs will be comprehended and digested at 
once. We must give them time to understand 
their new position. 

I have nothing to conceal in these matters, and 
have no desire or willingness to take indirect 
courses to obtain what we want. 

Our Government is a grand and lofty struc­
ture; in searching for its foundation we find it 
rests on the broad basis of popular rights. The 
elective franchise is not a natural right, but a 
political right. I am opposed to giving the 
States too much power, and also to a great-con­
solidation of power in the central government. 

If I interfered with the vote in the rebel 
States, to dictate that no negro shall vote, I 
might do the same for my own purposes in 
Pennsylvania. Our only safety lies in allowing 
each State to control the right of voting by its 
own laws, and we have the power to control the 
rebel States if they go wrong. If they rebel we 
have the army, and can control them by it, and, 
if necessary, by legislation also. If the General 
Government controls the right to vote in the 
States, it, mav establish such rules as will re­
strict the vote to a small number of persons, and 
thus create a central despotism. 

My position here is different from what it 
would be if I was in Tennessee. 

There I should try to introduce negro suffrage 
gradually; first those who had served in the 
army: those who could_read and write; and per­

4 

haps a property qualification for others, say $200 
or $250. 

It would not do to let the negro have univer­
sal suffrage now; it would breed a war of raees. 

There was a time in the Southern States when 
the slave3 of large owners looked down upon 
non-slaveowners because thQy did not own slaves; 
the larger the number of slaves the masters 
owned the prouder they were, and this has pro­
duced hostility between the mass of tlrn whites 
and the negroes. The outrages are mostly from 
non-slaveholding whites a?ai.nst tho negro, and 
from the negro upon tile non-slaveholding 
whites. 

The negro will vote with the late master, whom· 
he does not hate, rather than with the non­
slaveholding white, whom he does hate. Uni­
versal suffrage would create another war, not 
against us, but a war of races. 

Another thing: This Government is the freest 
and best on earth, and I feel sure is destined to 
last; but to secure this we must elevaie and pu­
rify the ballot. I for many years contended at 
the South that slu.very was a political weakness; 
but others said it was ·political strength; they 
thought we gained three-fifths representation by 
it; 1 contended that we lost two-fifths. 

If we had no slaves we should have had twelve 
Representatives more, according to the theri ra­
tio of representation. Congr~ss apportions rcp­
resen tation by States, not districts, and the State 
apportions by districts. 

Many years ago I moved in the Legislature 
that the apr,ortionment of Representatives to 
Congress in Tennessee should be by qualified 
voters. 

The apportionment is now fixed until 1872; 
before that :.:me we might change the ,oasis of 
representation from population to qualified 
voters, North as well as South, and, in due course 
of time, the States, without rc_qard to color, 
might extend the elective franchise to all who 
possessed certain mental, moral, or such other 
qualifi"cations as might be determined by an en­
lightened public judgment. . . 

BosToN, October 18, lSG.5. 
The above report was returned to me by 

President Johnson with the following endorse­
ment. GEORGF. L. STEARNS. 

I have read the within communicatiou and 
find it substantially correct.. 

I have made some verbal alterations. 
A. J. 

Address to the Colored Soldiers. 
October 10, 1865-Th"' first colored regiment 

of District of Columbia. troops, recenlly returned 
from the South, marched to the Executive Man­
sion, and were addressed by the President, as 
follows: 

:tlIY FRIENDS: My object in presenting my• 
self before you on this occasion is simply to 
thank you, members of one of the colored regi­
ments which have been in the ser,ice of the 
country to sustain and carry its banner aud its 
laws triumphantly in every part of this broad 
land. I appear before you on the present oc­
casion merely to tender you my thanks for the 
compliment you have paid me on your return 
home, to agam be associated with your friends 
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a,nd your relations, and those you hold most 
sacred and dear. I hn,ve but little to say-. It 
being unusual in this Government and in most 
of the other governments to have colored troops 
engaged in their cause, you have gone forth as 
events hn,ve shown, and served with patience 
and endurance in the cause of your country. 
This is yonr conntry as well as anybody else's 
country. This is the country in which you ex­
pect to live, and in which you should expect to 
do something by your example in civil life, as 
you have done in the field. This country is 
founded upon the principle of equality; and at 
the same time the standard by which persons 
are to be estimated is according to their merit 
and their worth. And you observe, no doubt, 
that for him who does his duty faithfully and 
honestly, there is always a just !'ublic judgment 
that will appreciate and measur'l out to him his 
proper reward. 

I know that there is much well calculated in 
this Government, and since the late rebellion 
commenced, to excite the white against the 
black, and the black against the white man. 
These are things that yon should all understand, 
and at the same time prepare voursel ves for 
what is before you. Upon the return of peace 
and tho surrender of the enemies of the country, 
it should be the duty of every pn,triot and every 
one who calls himself a Christian to remember 
that with n, termination of the war his resent­
ments should cease-that angry feelings shonld 
subside, n,nd that every mau should become calm 
and tranquil, and be prepared for what is before 
him. 

This is another part of your mission. You 
have been engaged in the effort to sustain your 
country in the past, but the future is more im­
portant to you than the period in which you 
have just been engaged. One great question 
has been settled in this Government, and that is 
the question of slavery. The institution of 
slavery made war upon the United States, and 
the United States has lifted its strong arms in 
vindication of the Government and of free gov­
ernment, n,nd in lifting the arm n,nd appealing 
to the God of battles, it was decided that the 
institution of slavery must go down. 'l'his has 
been done, and the Goddess of Liberty, in bear­
ing witness over many of our battle-fields since 
the struggle commenced, has made her loftiest 
flight and proclaimed that true liberty has been 
established npon a more permanent n,nd endur­
ing basis than heretofore. But this is not all; 
and as you have paid me the compliment to call 
upon me, I shall take the privilege of saying 
one or two, words as I am before you. 

Now, when the sword is returned to its scab­
bard, when your arms are reversed, n,nd when 
the olive-branch of peace is extended, resent­
ment n,ni revenge should subside. Then what 
is to follow? You do understand, no doubt­
and if you do not 'you cannot understn,nd too 
soon-tlrnt simple liberty does not mean the 
privilege of going into the battle-field, or into 
the service of the country as a soldier. It means 
other things as well; and now when you have 
laid down your arms there (ire other objects of 
equal importance before you-now that the Gov· 
ernment has triumphantly passed through this 

mighty rebellion, after the most gigantic battles 
the world ever rnw. ' 

The problem is before you, and it is best that 
you should understand it, and I thcreforp. speak 
simply and plainly. Will you now, when you 
hn,ve retired from the army of the United States 
and taken the position of the citizen-when you 
have returned to the avocations of peace-will 
you give evidence to the world that you are 
capable and competent lo goYern yourselves? 
This is what you will have to do. 

Liberty is not a mere idea, a mere vagary; 
when you come to exn,mine this question of lib­
erty you should not be mistaken in :> mere idea 
for the reality. lt does not consist in idleness. 
Liberty does not consi,t in being worthless. 
Liberty does not consist in doing in all things 
as we please; and there can be no liberty with­
out bw. Inn, government of freedom and lib­
erty there must be law, and there must be obe­
dience n,ncl submission to the law, without regard 
to color. Liberty-and may I not call you my 
countrymen ?-liberty consists in the glorious 
privileges of freeJom-consis\s in the glorious 
privileges of worth-of pursuing the ordinary 
n,voc:1tions of peace with energy, with industry, 
and with economy; and that being done, all 
those who have been industrious and economical 
are pern1itted to n,pproprin,te and enjoy the pro• 
ducts of their own labor. This is one of the 
great blessings of freedom; n,nd hence we might 
ask the question and answer it by stn,ting that 
liberty means freedom to work and enjoy the 
products of your own labor. 

You will soon be mustered out of the ranks. 
It is for yon to establish the great fact that you 
are fit n,nd qualified to be free. Hence, freedom 
is not a mere idea. but it is something that ex­
ists in fact. Freedom is not simply the principle 
to live in idleness. Liberty does not mean simply 
to resort to the low saloons and other places of 
disreputable character. Freedom and liberty do 
not mean that the people ought to Ii ve in licen­
tiousness, but liberty means simply to be indus­
trious and to be virtuous, to be upright in all 
our dealings and relations with men ; and to 
those now before me, members of the last regi­
ment of colored volunteers from the District of 
Columbin,, and the c,ipital of the United States, 
I hn,ve to say, that tL great deal depends upon 
yourselves; you must give evidence that you are 
competent for the rights that the government 
bas guaranteed to you. 

Hence, each (ind all of you must be measured 
according to his merit. If one man is more 
meritorious than the other, they . cannot be 
equn,ls, and he is the most exalted that is the 
most meritorious, without regard to color; and 
the idea of having a law passed in the morning 
that will make a white man black before night 
a!jd a black man a white man before day is ab­
surd. That is not the standard; it is your own 
conduct; it is your own merit; it is the devel­
opment of your own talents and of your intel­
lectual and moral qualities. 

Let this, then, be your course; adopt systems 
of morality; abstam from all licentiousness; 
and let me say one thing here, for I am going 
to talk plainly. I have lived in a South.em 
Stato all my life, and know what has to<1 often 

http:South.em
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1'cen tho case. There is one thing you should 
estr•0rn higher and more supreme than almost all 
others, and that is the ~olemn contract with all 
tho penalties in the association of married life. 
Men and women should aLstain from those qual­
ities and haLits that too frequently follow a war. 
Incukate among_your children and among your 
assocrntes, no~w1thstan,hng you are just back 
from the army of the Umte,1 States, that virtue 
that merit, tlrnt intelligence are the sbndards t~ 
be ohserve<l, and those which you are deter­
mined to main_tain <luring your foture lives. He 
that 1s meritonous and virtuous, mtellectual and 
well informed, must stanrl highest, without re­
gard to color. It is the very basis upon which 
heaven itself rests-each individual takes his 
degree in the sublimer and more exalted re,Yions 
in proportion to bis merits ai.d his virtue. 

0 

Then I shall sa.y to yc,u on this occasion, in 
returnmg to your homes and firesides, after feel­
ing conscious and proud of havina faithfully 
done your duty, return with the determination 
that you will perform your duty in the future 
as you have performed it in the pa,t. Abstain 
from all t.hose bickerings and jealousies and re­
vengeful feelings which too often spring up be­
tween different races. 

There is a great problem before us, and I may 
as well (Lllude to it here in this connection, and 
that is, whether this race can be incorporated 
and mixed with the people oi the United States 
-to be made a harmonious and permanent innre­

0 
dient in the population. This is a proLlem not 
yet settled, but we are in the right lrne to do so. 
8Javery raised its bead against the Government, 
and the Government raised it., strong arm and 
struck it to the ground; hence, that part of the 
problem is settled. The institution of slavery 
is overthrown. But another part r~mains to be 
solved, and that is, can fonr millions of people, 
reared as they hu,ye been, with all their preju­
dices of the whites-can they take their places 
in the community, and be made to work harmoni­
ously_ and congruously in our system? This is 
a problem to Le eonsdc,red. Are the digestive 
powers of the American Government sutlieient 
to receive this element in a new shape. and dige~t 

. it and make it work liealthfully upon the system 
that has incorporated it? 

This is the question to be determined. Let 
us make lhe experiment, and make it in good 
faith. If that cannot be done, there is another 
proLlem that is before us. If we have to be­
come a sep,trate and distinct people (although I 
trnst that the system can be madA to work 
harmoniously, an·d that the great pr.)blcm will 
he settled without goi!1g any further)-if it 
should be so that tne twu 1·<Lct: ~annot agree and 
live in peace and prosperity, anu the laws of 
Providence require that they should be sepa­
rated-in that event, looking to the far distant 
future, and trusting in· God that it may never 
come-if it ~hould come, Providence, that works 
mysteriously, but unerringly and certainly, will 
point out the way, and the mode, and the man­
ner by which these people are to be separnted, 
and they are to be taken to their land of inherit­
ance arid promise, for such a one is before them. 
Hence W() are making the experimen.t. 

Hence, let me again impress upon you the 

importance of controlling ym;r passions,-develop­
ing your intellect, and of ar•plying your physical 
powers to the industrial interests of the country: 
and that is the true process by which this ques­
tion can be settled. Be patient, persevering, 
and forbearing, an<l you will help to solve tins 
prolilem. Make for yourselves a reput&~ion in 
this cause, as you have won for yourselves a 
reputation in the cause in which you have been 
eng_aged. In speaking to the memLers of this 
regiment, I want them to understand that, so 
far as I am concerned, I <lo not assume or pre­
tend that I am stroncer than the laws or course 
of nature, or that I ;;-m wiser than Providence 
itself. It is our duty to try and discover what 
these great laws are which are the foundation of 
all things, and, havi11g discovered what they 
arc, conform our action awi conduct to them and 
to the will of God. who ruleth all things. He 
hol<ls the destinies of nations in the palm of 
l1is hand, and Ile will soh'e the questions and 
rescue these people from the clitficulties that 
have so long surrounded them. Then let us be 
patient, :ndustrious, and persevering. Let us 
denlop our intellectual and moral worth. 

I trust what I have said may be understood 
and appreciarr.d. Go to your liomes a_nd lead 
peaceful, prosperous, and happy lives, m peace 
wit.hall men. Give utterance to no worcl that 
would cause dissensiono, Lut do that which will 
be creditable to yourseh·e3 and to your country. 
To the officers \\'ho ha\'e led and 80 noblv com­
m:,nded you in the field I also return my thanb, 
for the compliment you and they have conferred 
upon me. 

Interview with Senator Dixon, of Connecticut. 
January 28, 1SGll-The fo!lo,\'ing is the sub­

stance of the con,·ersation, as telegraphed that 
nirrht onr the country: 

1'he President said he doubted the propriety 
at this time of making further amendments to 
the Constitution. One great amendment had 
alreadv Leen made, by which slaYery had for­
ever been abolished within the limits of the 
Unite,1 States, and a m,tional guaraulce thns 
"iven that the institution should never exist in 
the land. Propositions to amend the Constitn­
tion were becoming as numerous as preamLles 
and resolutions at town meetings calleJ to con­
sider the most orclinary questions connected with 
the adrninistra tion of local affairs. All this, in 
his opinion, ha_d a tendency to diminish t~e d_ig­
nity and pr,est1ge attached. to tbe Const1tut10n 
of the country, and to lessen the respect and 
confidence of the people in their great charter 
of freedom. If, however, amendments are to 
be made to the Constitution, charfging the basis 
of representation and taxation, (and he did nr,t 
deem them at all ne.;€ssary at the pres.,nt time,) 
he knew of none better than a simple pnposi­
tion, embraced in a few lines, making iP. eac_h 
State the number of qualified voters the basis 
of representation, and. the value of property the 
basis of direct taxat10n. Such a proposition 
could be embraced in the following terms: 

"Representatives shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within 
this Union according to the number of qualified 
vot,rs in each S:ate. 
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"Direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be mcluded within 
this Union accordii,g :o the value of all taxable 
property in each State." 

An amendment of this kind wonld, in his 
opinion, place the basis of representation and 
direct taxation upon correct principles. The 
qnalified voters were, for the most. ]Jart, men 
who were subject to draft and enlistment when 
it was necessary to repel invasion, suppress re­
bellion, and quell domestic violence and imur­
rection. They risk their lives, shed their blood 
and peril their all to nphold the Government, 
and give protection, security, and value to 
prop.,rty. It seemed but just that property 
sbould cornpemate for the benefits thus conferred, 
by defraying the expenses incident to its pro­
tection and enjoyment. 

Such an amendment, the l'icsident also sug­
gested, would remorn from Congress all issues 
in reference to the polit.ic[I] equ[l]ity of the rnces. 
It would leave the States to determine absolute­
ly the qua}ifications of their own vot.ers with 
regard to color; and thus the number of Repre­
sentatives to which they would be entitled in 
Congress woulil depend upon the number upon 
whom they conferred the right of suffrage. 

The President, in this connection, expressed 
the opinion that the agitation of the negro 
franchise question in the District of C_olumbia 
at this time was the mere entering-wedge to the 
agitation of the question throughout the States, 
and W[IS ill-timeJ, uncalled-for, and calculated 
to do great lrnrm. He believed that it would 
engemler enmity, contention, and strife between 
the two racr:s, and lead to a W[lr between them, 
which woulJ result in great injury to both, and 
the certain cxtermi,rntion of the negro popula­
tion.' Preceden,:e, he thought, ~hould be given 
to more important and urgent m:itters, legisla­
tion upon which was essential to the restomtion 
of the Union, the peace of the country, and the 
prosperity of the people. 

Interview with a Colored Delegation respecting 
Suffrage. 

Februn,ry 7, 18G6-The deleg[ltion of colored 
representatives from different States of the 
country, now in Washington, to urge the inter­
ests of the colored people before the Govern­
ment, lrnd an interview with the President. 

The President shook hands kindly with each 
member of the delegation. 

ADDRESS OF GEORGE T. DOWNING. 
:Mr. GEORGE T. DowNING then addressed the 

Presi,lent as follows: 
We present ourselves to your Excellency, to 

make known with pleasure the respect which 
we are glacl to cl1erish for you-a respect which 
is your due, as our Chief Magistrate. It is our 
desire for you to know tlrnt we come feeling 
that we are friends meeting a friend. \Ve 
should, however, have manirested our friend­
ship hy not corning to further tax your already 
much burdened ancl valuable time; but we 

' have another ol,jed in calling. We are in a 
passarre to equality before the bw. God hath 
ID[ldilit by opening a lted ::-iert. We would h[lve 
your assistance tl1rougl1 the s,tme. We como to 

yon in the name of the colored people of the 
United States. We are delegated to rome by 
some who have unjustly worn iron manacles on 
their bodies-by some whose minds have been 
rnn,naclcd by class legislation in States called 
free. The colored people of the States of Illi­
nois, Wisconsin, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, 
South Carolina, North Carolinrt, Virginia, !lfary­
land, Pennsvlvania, New )'ork, New England 
States, and District of Columbia have specially 
delr•gated us to come. 

Our corning is a marked circumstance, noting 
determined hope tlrnt we are not satisfied with 
an amendment prohibiting shvery, but that we 
wish it enforced with appropriate legislation. 
'.!.'his is our desire. We ask for it intelligently, 
with the knowledge and conviction that the 
fathers of the Revolution intended freedom for 
every American; that they should be protected' 
in their rights as citizens, and be equal before the 
law. "\Ve are Americans, nrttive born Americn,ns. 
We are citizens; we are glad to have it known 
to the world tlrnt you bear no doubtful re­
cord on this point. On this fact, and with con­
fidence in the triumph of justice, we base our 
hope. We see no recogmtion of color or race 
in the or.,anic law of the lrtnd. It knows no 
privileged clrtss, and therefore we cherish the 
hope tf1at we may be fully enfranchised, not 
only here in this Dis~rict, but throughout the 
hnd. We respectfully submit that rendering 
m1ything less tban this will be rendering to. us 
less than our just due; that granting anything 
less than our full rights will be a disregard of 
our just rights rtnd of dne respect for our feelings. 
If the powers thn,t be do so it will be used as a 
license, as it were, or an apology, for any com­
munity, or for individtrnls thus di5posed, to 
outrage onr rights and feelings. It has been 
shown in the present war that the Government 
may justly re[lch its strong arm into States, and 
demand from them, from thorn who owe it alle­
giance, tbeir assistance and support. l\Iay it not 
reach out a like arm to secnre and protect its 
subjects upon who it has a claim? 

ADDRESS OF FRED. DOUGLASS. 

Following upon Mr. Downing, Mr. Fred. 
DoUgbss advanced and addressed the President, 
saying: 

Mr. President, we are not here to enlighten 
you, sir, as to your duties as the Chief Magis­
trate of this Republic, but to show our respect, 
and to present in brief the cbirns of our race to 
your favorable consideration. In the order of 
Divine Providence you are placed in a position 
where you have the power to save or destroy us, 
to bless or bbst ns-I me[ln our whole rnce. 
Your noble and humane predecessor placed in 
our hands the sword to assist in saving tha 1rn~ 
tion, and we do hope tlrnt you, his able succes~ 
sor, will favorably reg[lrd the placing in our 
hands the ballot with which I,!) save ourselves: 

We shall submit no argurne'?it on that point. 
The fact that we [Ire the sul,jects of Government, 
an<l subject to trtxation, sqbject to volunteer in 
the sen·ice of the country, subject to' being 
drafted, subject to be[lr the burdens of the State, 
makes it not improper that we should ask to 
share in the pri vilcges of this condition. 
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PRESIDENTIAL INTERVIEWS AND SPEECIIES. 

I have no speech to make on this occasion. 
I simply submii these observations as a liautcd 
expre,sion of the views and feelings of the dele­
gation with which I have come. 

I\ESPO~SE OF THE PRESIDE~T. 
In reply to some of your inquiries, not to 

make a s1,eech about this thing, for it is always 
best to talk _plainly and distinctly about such 
matters, I will say that 1f I have not given evi­
dence in my course that I am a fricnil of h11­
manity, and to that portion of it which consti­
tutes the colored population, I can give no 
evidence here. Everything that I have had, 
both as regards life and property, has been per­
illed in that cause, and I feel and think that I 
understand-not to be egotistic-what should 
be the true direction of this question, and what 
course of policy woulil result in the melioration 
and ultimate elevation, not only of the colored, 
but of the great mass of the people of the U niteil 
States. I say that if I have not given evidence 
tlrnt I :1m a friend of humanity, and especially 
the friend of the colored man, in my past con­
duct, there is nothing that I can now do that 
would. I repeat, all that I possessed, life, lib­
erty, and property, havo been put up in con­
nection with that question, when I had every 
inducement held out to take the other course, 
by 11,dopting which I would have accomplished 
perlmps all that the most ambitious might have 
desired. If I know myself, aud the feelings of 
my own heart, they have been for the colored 
man. I have owned slaves and bought slaves, 
but I never sold one. I might say, however, 
that practicn,lly, so far as my connection with 
slaves has gone, I hiwe been their slave instead 
of their being mine. Some have even followed 
me here, while others are occupying anil enjoy­
ini:; my property with my consent. For the 
colored race my means, my time, my all has 
been perilleil; and now at this late day, after 
giving evidence that is tangible, that is practi­
cal, I am free to say to you that I do not like 
to be arraigned by wme who can get up hand! 
somely-roundcd periods and den.! in rhetoric, 
and talk about abstract iileas of liberty, who 
never perilled life, liberty, or property. This 
kind of theoretical, hollow, unpractical friend­
ship amounts to but very little. While I say 
th,1t I am a friend of the colored man, I do not 
want. to adopt a policy that I believe will end 
in 11, contest between the races, which if persisted 
in will result in the extermination of one or the 
other. God foibid that I should be engai;red in 
sucl1 a work! 

Row, it is always best to talk about things 
pmctically and in a common sense way. Yes, 
I have said, nnd I repeat here, that if the colored 
man in the Uniteil States could find no other 
iioses, or any :Hoses that would be more able 
and efricient than myself, I would be his Mosc,s 
to lead him from bond:1ge to freedom; that I 
would pass him from a land where he had lived 
m slavery to a land (if it were in our reach) of 
freedom. Yes, I woulil be willing to pass with 
him through the Red sea to the Land of Promise, 
to the land of liberty; but I am not willing, 
uniler either circumstance, to adopt a policy 
which I believe will only result in the sacrifice 

of his life ftnd the sheilding of his blooil. 
think I know what I say. l feel what, I say; 
and I feel well assured that if the policy urged 
by some be persisted in, it will result in great 
injury to the white as well as to the colored man. 
There is a great deal of talk about the sword in 
one hand accomplishing an end, and the ballot 
accomplishing another at the ballot-box. 

These things all do very well, and sometimes 
have forcible application. We talk about jus­
tice; we talk about right; we say that thew bite 
man has been in thf wrong in keeping the black 
man in slavery as long as he has. That is all 
true. Again, we talk about the Declaration of 
Inilependence and equality before the law. You 
understand all thn,t, ftnil know how to appreciate 
it. But, now, let us look each other in the face; 
let us go to the great mass of colored men 
throughout tho slave States; let us take the 
condition in which they are at the present time­
and it is bad enough, we all know-anil suppose, 
hy some magic touch you coulil say to every 
one, "you shall vote to-morrow;" how much 
would that ameliorate their conilition at this 
time? 

Now, let us get closer up to this subject., and 
talk about it. [The President here approached 
very near to Mr. Douglass.] What relation has 
the colored man ftnd the white man heretofore 
occupied in the South? I opposedsbvery upon 
two grounds. First, it was a great monopoly, 
enabling those who controlled and owned it to 
constitute an aristocracy, enabling the few to 
derive great rrofits and rule the many with an 
iron rod, as it were. And this is one great ob­
jection to it in a government, it being a mono­
poly. I was opposed to it secondly upon the 
abstract principle of slavery. Hence, in getting 
clear of a monopoly, we are getting clear of 
slavery at the same time. Bo you see there were 
two right ends accomplished 111 the accomplish­
ment of the one. 

Ur. DOUGLASS. Mr. President, do you wish­
'l'he PRESIDENT. I am not quite through yet. 
Slavery has been abolished, A great national 

guarantee has been given, one that cannot be 
revoked. I was getting at the relation that sub­
sisted between the whito man and the colored 
men. A very small proportion of white per­
sons comparetl with the whole number of such 
owneil the colored people of the South. I might 
instance the State of Tennessee in illustration. 
There were there twenty-seven non-slaveholders 
to one slaveholder, anil yet the slave power con­
trolled the State. Let us talk about this matter 
as it is. Although the colored man was in slavery 
there, and owned as property in the sense and in 
the language of that locality and of that com­
munity, yet, in comparing his condition and his 
position there with the non-slaveholder, he usu­
ally estimated his importance just in proportion 
to the number of slaves that his master owned 
with the non-slaveholder. 

Have you ever lived upon a plantation? 
Ur. DoUGLASS. I have, your excellency. 
The PRESIDENT. When you woulil look over 

a11d see a man who had a large family, strug­
gling hard upon a poor piece of land, vou thought 
a great deal less of him than you clid of your 
own m::1Ster's negro, didn't you? 
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Jlfr. DOUGLASS. Not I! 
The PnESIDEKT. 1Vell, I know such was the 

case with a large number of you in those sec­
tions. W11erc such is the case we know there is 
an enmity, we know {here is a hate. The poor 
white m:rn, on the other hand, was opposed to 
the sl:we and his master; for the colored man 
and his master combined kept him in slavery, 
bv depriving him of a fair participation in the 
labor and productions of the rich land of the 
country. 

Don;t yon kno•v tlrnt. a colored man, in going 
to hunt a master ( as they call it) for the next 
year, preferred hiring to a man who owne<l slaves 
rather than to a man who did not? I know the 
fact, at all events. They di<l not comider it quite 
as respectable to hire to a man who di<l not. own 
nezroes as to one who did. 

11r. DOUGLASS. Because he wouldn't be treated 
as well. 

The PRESIDENT. Thef\ that is another argu­
ment in favor of wlrn,t. I am going to say. It 
shows that the colored man appreciated the slave 
owner more highly than he did the man who 
didn't own slaves. Hence the enmity between 
the colored man and the non-slaveholders. The 
white man was permitted to vote before-gov­
ernment was derived from him. He is a part 
and parcel of the political machinery. 

Kow, by the rebellion or revolution-and when 
you come back to the objects of this war, you 
find that the abolition of slavery was not one of 
the objects; Congress and the President himself 
declared that it was waged on our part in order 
to suppress the rebellion-the abolition of sla­
very has come as an incident to the suppression 
of a great rebellion-as an incident, and as an 
incident wo should gi rn it the proper direction. 

The colored man went into this rebellion a 
slave; by the operation of the rebellion he came 
out a freedman-equal to a freeman in any 
other portion of the country. Then there is a 
great deal done for him on this point; . The non­
slaveholder who was forced into the rebellion, 
who was as loyal as those that lived beyond the 
limits of the State, but was carried into it., lost 
kis property, and in a number of instances the 
lives of such were sacrificed, and he who has 
survived has come out of it with nothing gained, 
but a great deal lost. 

Now, upon the principle of justico, should 
they be placed in a condition different from 
wk:t they were before? On the one hand, one 
.has r.aine<l a great deal; on the other hand, one 
has List a great deal, and, in a political point of 
view, ~.~arcely stands where he <lid before. 

Now, we are talking about where we are going 
t.o begin. We have got at the hate that existed 
between 1'1e two races. The query comes up, 
whether t!icse two races, situated as thev were 
l·efore, wit',ont preparation, without time for 
passion and ,,;,::citement to be appeased, and with­
out time fort 'ie slightest improvement, whether 
the one shout J he turned loose upon the other, 
and be thrown '0gether at the ballot-box with 
this enmity an,1 hate existing between them. 
The query comes up right there, whether we 
don't commence a war of races. I think I Ull• 

der,'.and this thing, and especially is this the case 
when yon force it upon a people without their 
consent. 

l\IAJWAL. 

You have spoken ahont government. Where 
i, power derived from? We say it is derived 
from the people. Let us take it so, and refer to 
the District of Columbia by way of illustration. 
Suppose, for instance, here, in this political com• 
munity, which, to a certain ext'"nt, must have 
government, must have laws, and putting it now 
upon the broadest basis you can put ft-take 
into consideration the relation which the white 
has heretofore borne to the colored race-is it 
proper to force upon this community, without 
their consent, the elective franchise, without 
reaard to color, making it universal? 

Now, where do you begin? Government must 
have a controlling power-must ha\·c a lodg­
ment. · For instance, suppose Congress should 
pass a law authorizing an election to be held at 
which all over twenty-one years of age, without 
regard to color, should be allowed to vote, and 
a majority shoul<l decide at such election that 
the elective franchise should not be uni versa!; 
what would you do about it? Who would set­
tle it? Do you deny that first great principle of 
the right of the people to govern themselves? 
Will you resort to an arbitrary power, and my 
a majority of the people shall receive a state of 
things they are opposed to? 

l\Ir. DowGLASS. That was said before the war. 
The PRESIDE"r. I am now talking about a 

principle; not what somebody else said. 
!IIr. Dow:.rNG. Apply what you have S'1id, 

!1Ir. President, to South Carolina, for instance, 
where a majority of tho inhabitants are colored. 

The PRESIDE"T. Suppose you go to South 
Carolina; suppose you go to Ohio. That doesn't 
change the principle at all. The query to which 
I have referred still comes up when govern­
ment is undergoing a fundamental change. Gov­
ernment commeuce<l upon this principle; it has 
existed upon it; and you propos'l now to incor­
porate into it an elemoot that didn't exist be­
fore. I say the query comes up in undertaking 
this thing whether we have a right to make a 
change in regard to tho elective franchise in 
Ohio, for instance: whether we shall not let the 
people in that State decide the matter for them­
selves. 

Each community is better prepared to deter­
mine the depositary of its prhtical power than 
any body elso, and it is for the Legislature, for 
the people of Ohio to my who shall vote, and 
not for the Congress of the United States. I 
might go down here to the ballot-box to-morrow 
and vote directly for universal suffrage; but if 
a great majority of the people said no, I should 
consider it would be tyranmcal in me to attempt 
to force such upon them without their will. It 
is a fundamental tenet _in my creed that the will 
of the people must be obeyed. Is there any­
thing wrong or unfair in that? 

!IIr. DouGLASS ( smiling.) A great deal that is 
wrong, Mr. President, with all respect. 

The PRESIDENT. It is the people of the States 
that must for themselves determine this thing. 
I do not want to be engaged in a work that will 
commence a war of races. I want to begin the 
work of preparation, and the States, or the peo­
ple in each community, if a man demeans him• 
self well, and shows evidence that this new ~tate 
of affairs will operate, will protect. him in all his 
rights, and give him every possible advantage 
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when they become reconciled socially and politi­
cally to tliis state of things. Then will this new 
order of things work harmoniously; but forced 
upon the people before they are prepared for it, 
it will Le resisted, and work inharmoniously. I 
feel a conviction that driving this matter upon 
the people, upon the community, will result in 
the rn.i nry ol both races, and the ruin of one or 
the otl1er. God knows I lrnve no desire but the 
good of the whole human race. I would it were 
so that, all you advocate could be done in the 
twinkling of rin eye; Lut it is not in the nRture 
of thing~. and I do not assume or pretend to be 
wiser than Providence, or stronger than the laws 
of nature. 

Let Ud now seek to discover the laws govern­
ing this thing. There is a great law controlling 
it; let us endeavor to find out what that law i~, 
and conform our actions to it. All the details 
will then properly aJjust themselves and work 
out well m the end, 

God knows tliat anything I can do I will do. 
In the mighty process by which the great end 
is to be rPacherl, anything I can do to elevate 
the races, to soften and ameliorate their condi­
tion I will do, and to be able to do so is the sin­
cere desire of 111v heart. . , 

I am glad to "have met you, and thank you 
for the compliment you have paid me. 

l\Ir. DouGLAss. I luwe to relurn to you our 
thanks, l\Ir. l'resident, for so kindly granting us 
this interview. We did not come here expect­
ing to argue this question with your excellency, 
but simply to state what were our views and 
wishes in the premises. If we were disposed to 
argue the question, and you would grant us per­
mission, of course we would endeavor to contro­
vert some of the positions you have assumed. 

:Mr. DoWNING.. l\lr. Douglass, I take it that 
the President, Ly his kind expressions and his 
very full treatment of the subject, must have 
contemplated some reply to the views which he 
has advanced, and in which we certainly do not 
concur, and I say this with due respect. 

The PRESIDENT. I thought you expected me 
to indicate to some extent what my views were 
on the subjects touched upon in your statement. 

l\Ir. DowNI:\'G. We are very happy, indeed, 
to have heard them. 

l\lr. DouGLASS. If the President will allow 
me, I would like to say one or two words in 
reply. You enfranchise your enemies and dis­
franchise your friends. 

The PRESIDEH. All I have done is simply 
to indicate what my views are, as I supposed 
you expected me to, from your address. 

l\lr. DouGLASs. My own impression is that 
the very thing that your-excellency would avoid 
iu the southern States ca.n only be avoided by 
the very measure that we propose, and I would 
state to my brother delegates that because I 
perceive the President has taken strong grounds 
m favor of a given policy, and distrusting my 
own ability to remove any of those impressions 
which he has expressed, I thought we had bet­
ter end the interview with the expression of 
thanks. (Addressing the President.) But if 
your excellency will be pleased to hear, I wouM 
like to say a word or two in regard to that one 
matter or the enfranchisement of the blacks as 

a means of preventing the very thing which 
your excellency seems to apprehend-that is a 
conflict of races. 

The PRESIDENT. I repeat, I merely wanted 
to indicate my views in reply to your address, 
and not to enter into any general controversy, 
as I could not well do so under the circum­
stances. 

Your statement was a very frank one, and I 
thought it was due to you to meet it in the same 
spirit. 

Mr. DouGLASS. Thank you, sir. 
The PRI::SIDENT. I think you will find, so far 

as the South is concerned, that if you will all in­
culcate there the idea in connection with the one 
you urge, that the eolored people can live and 
advance in civilization to better advantage else­
where than crowded right down there in the 
South, it would be better for them. 

l\lr. DouGLASS'. But the masters have the 
making of the laws, and we cannot get away 
from the plantation. 

The PRESIDENT. What prevents you? 
l\lr. DouGLASS. We have not the single right 

of locomotion throu~h the Southern States now. 
The PRES!DENT. \Vby not; the government 

furnishes you with every facility. 
l\lr. Dou GLASS. There are gjx days in the year 

that the negro is free in the South now, and his 
master then decides fo~ him where he shall go, 
where he sh11.ll work, how much he shall work­
in fact, he is divested of all political power. He 
is absolutely in the hands or those men. 

The PRESIDENT. If the master now controls 
him or his action, would he not control him in 
his vote? 

l\Ir. DouGLASS. Let the negro once understand 
that he has an organic right to vote, and he will 
raise up a party in the Southern States among 
the poor, who will rally with him. There is 
this conflict that you speak of between the 
wealthy slaveholder and the poor man. 

The PRESIDENT. y OU touch right upon the 
point there. There is this conflict, and hence I 
suggest emigration. If he cannot get employ­
ment in the South, he has it in his power to go 
where he can get it. 

Iu parting, the PRESIDENT said that they were 
both desirous of accomplishing the same ends, 
but proposed to do so by following different 
roads. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, on turning to leave, remarked 
to his follow delegates: "The President sends 
us to the people, and we go to the people." 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; I have great faith• 
in the people. I believe they will do what is 
right. 

Reply of the Colored Delegation to the Presi• 
dent, 

To the Editor of the Chronicle: 
Will you do us the favor to insert in your 

columns the following reply of the colored dele­
gation to the President of the United States? 

GEO. T. DOWNING, 
In behalf of the Delegation. 

MR. PRESIDENT: In consideration of a deli­
cate sense of propriety, as well as your own re­
peated intimations of indisposition to discuss or 
to listen to a reply to the views and opinions 
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you were pleased to express to ns in/our elabo­
rate speech to-day, the undersigne would re­

-. 	spectfully take this method of replying thereto. 
Beli<Jving as we do that the views and opinions 
you expressed in that ad<lress are entirely un­
sound and prej u<licial to the highest interests of 
our race as well as our country at large, we 
cannot do other than expose the rnme, and, as 
far as may be in our power, arrest their dan­
gerous influence. It 1s not necessary at this 
time to call attention to more than two or three 
features of your remarkable address: 

1. The first point to which we feel especially 
bound to take exception is your attempt to 
found a policy opposed to 011r enfranchisement, 
upon the alleged ground of an existin~ hostility 
on the part of the forrr er slaveR towarct the poor 
white people of the South. We i,,dmit the ex­
istence of this hostility, and hold that it is en­
tirely reciprocal. Dut you obviously commit an 
error by drawing an argument from an incident 
of a state of slavery, and making it a basis for 
a policy fl.dapted to a state of freedom. The 
hostility between the whites and blacks of the 
South is easily explained. It has its root .and 
sap in the relation of slavery, and was incited 
on both sic!es by the cunnina of the slave mas­
ters. Those masters sccurea their ascendency 
over both the poor whites and the blacks by 
putting enmity between them. 

They divided both to conquer each. There 
was uo earthly reason why the blucks should 
not hfl.te and dread the poor whites when in a 
state of slavery, for it was from this class that 
their masters received their slave-catchern, slave­
drivers, and overseers. They were the men 
called in upon all occasions by the masters when 
any fiendish outrage was to be committed upon 
the sla,·e. Now, sir, you cannot bnt perceive 
that, the cause of this hatred removed, the effect 
must be removed also. Slavery is abolished. 
The cause of antagonism is removed, and you 
must sec that it is altog;ether illogical (and "put­
ting new wine into olct bottles," "mending new 
garments with old cloth") to legislate from slave­
holding and slave-driving premises for a people 
whom you have repeatedly declared your pur­
pose to· maintain in freedom. 

:l. Besides, even if it were true, as you allege, 
that the hostility of the blacks toward the poor 
whites must necessarily project itself into a 
state of freedom, and that this enmity between 
the two races is even more intense in a state of 
freedom than in a state of slavery, in the name 

•of Heaven, we 	 reverently ask, how can you, in 
view of your professed desire to promote the 
welfare of the black man, deprive him of all 
means of defence, and clothe him whom you 
regard as his enemy in the panoply of political 
power? Can it be that you would recommend 
a policy which would arm the strong and cast 
down tlte defenceless? Can you, by any possi­
bility of reasoning, regard this as just, fair, or 
wise? Experience proves that those are often­
est abused who can be abused with the greatest 
impunity. Men are whipped oftenest who iire 
whipped easiest. Peace betwen races is not to 
be secured by degrading one race and exalting 
another, by giving power to one race and with­
holding it from another; but by maintaining a 

state of equal justice between all classes. First 
pure, then peaceable. 

3. On the colonization theory you were pleased 
to broach, very much could be said. It is im­
possible to suppose, in view o{ the usefolness of 
the black man in time of peace as a laborer in 
the South, and in time of war as a sol<lier at 
the North, and the growing respect for his rights 
among the people, and his increasing adapta­
tion to a high state of civilization in this his 
native land, there can ever come a time when 
he can be removed from this country without a 
terrible shock to its prosperity and peace. Be­
sides, the worst enemy of the nation coald not 
cast upon its fair name a greater infamy than 
to suppose that negroes could be tolerated among 
them in a state of the most degrading slavery 
and oppression, and must be cast away, driven 
into exile, for no other cause than having been 
freed from their chains. 

GEORGE T. DOWNING, 

Jom, Jo!ii'ES, 

\V1LLIA11 \Vn1PPER, 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 

LEWIS H. DouGLAss, 


and others. 
WASIIINGTON, February 7, 1866. 

Remarks at an Interview with the Committee 
of the Legislature of Virginia. 

February 10, 1866-A committee of the Sen­
ate and House of Delegates of Virginia called 
upon the President, for the purpose of present­
ing him with resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly of Virginia. After some remarks by 
Mr. John B. Baldwin, chairman of the delega­
tion, the President responded: 

In reply, gentlemen, to the resolutions you 
have just presented to me, and the clear and 
forcible and concise remarks which you have 
made in explanation of the position of Virginia, 
I shall not attempt to make a formal speech, but 
simply to enter into a plain con nrsation in re­
gard to the condition of things in which we 
stand. 

As a premise to what I may sfl.y, permit me 
first to tender you my thanks for this visit, and 
next to express the gratification I feel in meet­
in~ so many intelligent, responsible, and respect­
able men of Virginifl., bearing to me the senti­
ments which have been expressed in the resolu­
tions of your Legislature and the remarks ac­
companying them. 

They are, so far as they refer to the Constitu­
tion of the country, the sentiments and the 
principles embraced in the charter of tl1e Gov­
ernment. The preservation of the Union has 
been, from my entrance into public life, one of 
my cardinal tenets. At the very incipiency of 
this rebellion I set my face against the dissolu-1 

tion of the Union of the ;States. I do not make 
this allusion for the purpose of bringing up any­
thing which has transpir'ld which may be re­
garded as of an unkind or unpleasant character, 
but I believed then, as I believe now, and as 
you have· most unmistakably indicated, that the 
security and the protection of the rights of all 
the people were to be found in the Union; that 
we were certainly safer in the Union than we 
were out of it. 
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Upon tliis conviction I based my opposition 
to the efforts which were made to destroy the 
Union. I have continued those effoi'ls, notwith­
slancliug the perils through which I have passed, 
and you arc not unaware that the trial has Leen 
a severe one. When opposition to tlie Govern­
ment came from one section of the country, and 
tl:at the section in which my life had been passed, 
and with which my interests were identified, I 
stood, as I st;ind now, contending for the Union, 
and n.s.,evernting that the best and surest way 
to olkiin our rights and to protect our interests 
11·as to renrnin in the Union, under the protec­
tion of the Uonstitutiou. 

The ordeal through which we have passed 
during the last four or five years demonstrates 
most conclusively that that opposition was 
right; and to-dc1,y, af'ter the experiment has 
been made and has failed; after the demonstrn­
tion Im,, been most conclusi\'ely afforded that 
thi, Uniot1 cannot be dissolved, that it was not 
designed to be dis,iol vel, it is extremely gratify­
ing to me to meet gentlemen as intelligent and 
a.~ re,ponsiLle as yourselves, who are willing 
and anxions to accept and do acce12t the terms 
laid down in the Con,titution and m obedience 
to the bws wade in pursuance thereof. 

We were at one period Rcparated; the sepa­
rntion wastomcpainfulin theextreme; but now, 
after luwing gone tlirough a strnggle in which 
the po•.ver, or the Government have been tried, 
when we have swung around to a point at 
which we meet to agree and are willing to unite 
our effort,; for the preservation a£ the Govern­
ment, wliiclt I bulievo is the best in the world, 
it is exc,;eJias;ly graLifying to me to meet you 
to-day, standing upon com1non ground, rallying 
around tl>e Con,titution and the Union of these 
St;ite,, t'.to preservation of whid,, as I conscien­
tiously an,! lwuestly believe, will rernlt in the 
pro:n<itio,1 an,l the adv,i,ncernent of this people. 

I repe;it, I am gratified to meet you to-d;iy, 
expressing the prmciplcs ,i,nd announcing the 
sentiments to wl1id1 you have given utterance, 
and I trnst that the occasion will long be re­
membore,l. I i,ave no doubt that your inten­
tion is to carry out and comply with every 
Ringh1 principle lai,l down in the resolutions you 
have rnl,milted. I know that some are distrust­
ful; but I am of those who have confidence 
in the jmlg1nent, in tlie integrity, in the intel­
ligence, in the virtue of the great ma.ss of the 
Americ:1n people; an,l having such confidence, 
I am willing to trnst them, and I thank God 
tlmt we have n,)t yet rcJ.cheJ thJ.t point where 
we have lost all confidence in each other. 

The s1,int of the Government can only be 
preserved, we can only become prosperous and 
gre;it as a people, by mutual forbearance and 
confidence. Upon that faith and confidence 
alone can the Government be successfully car­
ried on. 

On the ca.rdinal principle of representation to 
which you refer I will make a single remark. 
That principle is inherent; it constitutes one of 
the fund;1mcnt;1l elements of this Government. 
Tht:l repreoentatives of the States and of the 
people shoal<l lrnve the qualifica.ti9ns prescribed 
by the Constitution of the United States, and 
those qualifications most unquestionably imply 

loyalty. Ile who comes as a representative, 
having the qua!ifications prescribed by the Con­
stitution to fit him to take a seat in either of 
the deliberative bodies which constitute the na­
tion;il legislature, must necessarily, according 
to the intendment of the Constitntion, be a loyal 
rnan, willing to abide by and devoted to the 
Union and the Constitution of the States. He 
cannot be for the Constitution, he cannot be for 
the Union, he cannot acknowledge obedience to 
all the laws, unless he is loyal. When the peo­
ple send snch men in good faith, they are enti­
ted to representation through them. 

In going into the recent rebellion or insurrec­
tion against the Government of the United 
Stales we erred; and in returning and resum­
ing our relations with the Federal Government, 
I am free to say that all the responsible positions 
and /)laces ought to be confined distinctly and 
clear y to men who are loy;il. If there were 
only five thousand loyal men in a State, or a 
less number, but sufficient to take charge of the 
political machinery of the State, those five thou­
sand men, or the lesser nurnber, are entitled to 
it, if all the rest should be otherwise inclined. 
I look upon it as being fundament,i,l tlrnt the 
exercise of politica.l power should be confined to 
loyal men; and, regard that as implied in the 
doetrines laid down in these resolutions and in 
the eloquent address by which they have been 
accompanied. l tnay say, furthermore, tlmt af­
ter having passed through the great struggle> in 
whid1 we have been engaged, we should be 
pbced upon much more acceptable ground in re­
suming a.11 our relations to the General Govern­
ment if we presented men unmisLakably and 
unquestionably loyal to fill the places of power. 
This being clone, I feel that the day is not far 
distant-I speak confidingly in reference to the 
great mass of the American ieople-when they 
will determine that this Umon shall be made 
whole, and the great right of representation in 
the councils of the nation be acknowledged. 

Gen tie men, that is a fundamental prmciple. 
"No taxa.tion without representation" was one 
of the principles which carried us through the 
Revolution. This great principle will hold good 
yet; an,l if we but perform our duty, if we bnt 
comply with the spirit of the resolutions pre­
sented to me to-day, the American people will 
maintain and sustain the great doctrines upon 
which the Government was inaugurated. It can 
be done, and it will be done; and I think that 
if the effort be fairly and folly made, with for­
bearance and with prudence., and with discretion 
and wisdom, the end is not very far dista.nt. 

It seems to me apparent that from every con­
~ideration the best policy w hicl'. could be adopted 
a.t present would be a restoration of these States 
and of tha Government upon correct principles. 
We have some foreign difficulties, but the moment 
it can be announced tha.t the Union of the States 
is again complete, that we have resumed our 
career of prosperity and greatness, at that very 
instant, almost, all our foreign difficulties will be 
settled; for there is no power upon the earth 
which will care to have a controversy or a rup· 
ture with the Government of the Umted St~tes 
under such circumsta.nces. 

If these States be fully restored, the area. for 

http:dista.nt
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tbe circulation of tbe national currency, which 
is thought by some to be inflated to a very great 
extent, will be enlarged, the number of persons 
through whose hands it is to pass will be in­
cre,1sed, the quantity of commerce in which it is 
to be employed as a medium of exchange will Le 
enlarged; and then it will begin to approximate 
what we all desire, a sp0cio stand,ird. If all the 
States were restored-if peace and order reigned 
throughout the land, and all the industrial pur­
suits-all the avocations of peace-were again 
resumed, the d'1y would not Le very far di,tant 
when we could put into the eommerce of the 
world $250,000,000 or $300,000,000 worth of 
cotton and tobacco, and tbe various products of 
the Southern States, which would constitute, in 
part, a basis of this currency. 

Then, instead of the cone being inverted, we 
should reverse the position, and put the base at 
the bottom, as it ought to be; and the currency 
of the country will rest on a sound and enduring 
basis; and surely that i; a result which is cal­
culated to promote the interests not only of one 
section, but of the whole country, from one ex­
tremity to the other. Indeed, I look upon the 
restoration of these States as Leing indispensable 
to all our greatness. • 

Gentlemen, I know nothing further that I 
could say in the expression of rny feelings on 
this occasion-and they are not affected-more 
than to add, that I shall continue in the same 
line of policy w:1ich I have pursued from the 
commencement of the rebellion to the present 
period. My efforts have been to preserve the 
Union of the States. I never, for a single mo­
ment, entertained the opinion that a State could 
withdraw from the Union of its own will. That 
attempt was made. It lms failed. I continue 
to punue the same.Jine of policy which has been 
my constant guide. I was ~gair.st rlis,o]L1tion. 
Dissolution was attempted; 1t has failed; and 
now I cannot take tllliposition that a State which 
attempted to secede is out of the Union, when I 
contended all the lime that it could not go out, 
and that it never has been out. I cannot be 
forced into that position. Hence, when the 
States and their peopie slmll have complied with 
the requirements of the Government, I shall be 
in favor of their resuming their former relations 
to this Government in all respects. 

I do not intend to say anything pcrson'11, Lut 
you know as well as I do that at the beginning, 
and indeed before the beginning, of the recent 
gigantic struggle between the different sections 
of the country, there were extreme men South 
and there were extreme men Korth. I might 
make use of a homely iigure-which is sometimes 
as good as any other, even in the illnstra.tions 
of great and important questions-and say that 
it has been lrn.mmer at one end of the line and 
anvil at the other; anrl this great Go,·ernrncnt, 
the best the world ever saw, wa~ kept, upon the 
anvil and hammered before the rebellion, and it 
has been hammered since the rebellion ; and 
there seems to be a di,position to continue the 
hamrnerin" until the Government shall be de­
stroyed. I have opposed that system always, 
and I oppose it now. 

The Government, in the assertion of its powers 
and in the maintenance of the principles of the 

constit.ution, has taken hold of one extreme, and 
with the strong arm of physical power has put 
down the rehellion. Kow, as we swing around 
the circle of the "C"nion, with a fixed and unal­
terable determination to stand by it, if we find 
the counterpart or the duplicate of the same 
spirit that played to this feeling and these per­
sons in the South, this other extreme, which 
stands in the way must get out of it. and the 
Government must stand unshaken and unmoved 
on its basis. The Government must be pre­
sen·ed. 

I will only say, in conclus10n, that I hope all 
the people of this country, in good faith anrl in the 
fullness of their hearts, will, upon the prinriples 
which you have enunciated here to-day, of the 
maintenance of the Constitution and the preser­
vation of the Union, lay aside every other feel­
ing for the good of our common country, and 
with uplifted faces to heaven swear that our 
gods and our altars and all shall sink in the dust 
together rather than that this glorious Union 
shall not be preserved. 

I am gratified to find the loyal sentiment of 
the country developing and manifesting itself in 
these expressions; and now ilrnt !he attempt to 
destroy tho government has failed at one end of 
tho line, I trust we shall go on determined to 
preserve the Union in its original purity against 
all opposers. 

I tl1:1nk you, gentlemen, for the compliment 
you have paid me, and I respond most cordially 
to what has been said in your resolu;ions and 
address, and I -trust in Go;l that the time will · 
soon come when we can meet under more favor­
able auspices than we do now. 

Speech of the 22d February, 1866. 
[Repm·t of ..Yu.tional lntdligenctr.] 

After returning his thanks to the committee 
which had waited upon him and prc;entcd him 
with the resolutions which had been adopted, 
the President said: The resolutions, as I under­
stand them, are complimentary of the policy 
which has Leen adopted and pmsued by the Ad­
ministration since it came into power. I nm 
free to say to you on this occasion that it is ex­
tremely gra~if)·ing to me to know that so large 
a portion of our fellow-citizens indorse the policy 
wbieh has been a,Jopted and which is intended 
to l,e carried out. 

This 1,olicy ]ms been one which was intended. 
to restore the glorious Union-to bring those 
great ::it.1tes, now the subject of controversy, to 
their origin,11 rehtions to the Government of the 
Unite,] St,1tes. And this seems to be a day pe­
culiarly anpro!iriate for such a manifestation as 
this-tl1e1.\ay t mt gave birth to him who founded 
the qovcrnmcnt-tbat gave birth to the Father 
of our Country-that gave birth to him who 
stoo,J n,t the portal when all these States entered 
into this glorious Confederacy. I say that the 
day is peculiarly appropriate _to the incloi:se­
ment of measures for the restorat10n of the Umon 
that was founde,J by the Father of his Country. 
Washington. whose name this city bears, is em­
balmed in the hearts of all who love their Gov­
ernment. (A voice, "So is Anrly Johnson."] 
Washington, in the language of his eulogists, 
was first in peace, first in war, and first in the 
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hearts of his countrymen. No people can claim j casion I want to be understood.) Tl:iere was a 
him-no nation can approprinte him. llis emi- portion of our countrymen o,:ipo·sed to this, and 
ncnce is acknowledged throughout the civilized i they went to that extreme tliat they were will­
world by all those who love fr?e government. I ing to break up the Government to destroy ibis 
I_ h:we hau the pleasure of_ a v1.s1t from i_he asso­
cw,t10n wlllch has. been d1rcctrng 1t~ efforts to­
wards the complet10n of a monument erected to 
Ins name. I was prerared to meet them and 
give (hfm my humble rnfluence and countenance 
m aid of the work. Let the monument be 
erected to him who founded the Government, 
1tnd that almost within_ the throw of a stone 
from the spot from winch I now adJres~ you. 
Let 1t be completed. Let the pledges winch all 
these Sta~es and corporations and associations 
have put m that monument be preserved as an 
earne,t of our faith in and love of tl,is Union, 
and let the monument be completed. And in 
connection with Washington, in speaking of the 

peculiar institution of the South. 
I assume notliing here to-day but the citizen­

one of you-who has been pleading for his 
country and the preservation of the Constitu• 
tion_. These two parties Iiave been arrayed 
acrarnst each other and I stand before you M 

did in the Senate ~f the United States in 1860. 
I denounced there those who wanteJ to disrupt 
the Government, and I portrayed their trne 
character. I told them that those who were en­
gaged in the effort to break up the Government 
were traitors. I have not ceased to repeat that, 
and, as far as endeavor could accomplish it, to 
carry out the EP.ntiment. I retnarked, thoucrh, 
that there were two parties. One would d~s­

plc<lgcs that have been placed in that monu-, troy the Government to preserve slavery; the 
ment, let me refer to one from my own State-
God !,less her !-;-vhtch has struggled fo_r the 
preservauon of this Union rn the field and ID the 
councils of the nation. Let me repeat, that she 
is now struggling in conse_quence of an innova­
t10n that has taken place lll regard to),er rela­
tion with the,Fcderal Government growing out 
of the rebellion-die is now struggling to renew 
her relations with this Government and take the 
stand which .~he hns occupied since 1786. Let 
me repeat the sentiment whicl1 that State in­
scribed upon her stone that i3 deposited within 
the monument of freedom and in commemoration 
of Washington; Elie is struggling to stanJ by 
the sentiment inscribed on that stone, and slrn 
is now willing to maintain that sentiment. And 
what is the sentiment? It i.'! the sentiment 
which was enunciated by I.he immortal and the 
illnstrious Jackson-" The Federal Union, it 
must be preserved." . 

Were it possible for that old man, who in 
st::itue is before me and in portrait behind me, 
to be called forth-were it possible to communi­
cate with the illastrious <lead, and he could be 
informed of the progress in the work of faction, 
and rebellion, and treason-that. old man would 
turn over in his coffin, he would rise, shake off 
the habiliments of the tomb, and again extend 
that long arm and finger and reiterate the senti­

. rnent before ·enunciated," the Federal Union, it 
must be preserved." But we witness what has 
transpired since his day. We remember what 
he saiJ in 1833. When treason and treachery 
and infidelity to the Government and the Con­
stitution of the United States stalked forth, it 
was his power and influence that went forth 
and crushed it in its incipiency. It was then 
stopped. Dut it was only ftopped for a time, 
and the spirit continued. There were men dis­
affected towardd the Government in both the 
North and South. Tl1ere were pec11liar institu­
tions in the countrv to which some were adverse 
and others attach~ct. We find that one portion 
of our countrymen advocated an institution in 
the 8outh which others opposed in the North. 
This resulted in two extremes. That in the 
South reached a point at which the people there 
were disposed to d1ssol ve the Government of the 

other would break up tlie Government to des­
troy slavery. '~h~ objects to be accomplished 
were d1lTerent, 1t 1s true, so far as slavery Wal! 

concerned; bnt they agreed in one thing-the 
destruction of the GoYernment, precisely what 
I was always opposed to; and whether the dis­
unionists came from the South or from the North, 
I stand now where I <lid then, vindicating tlie 
Union of these .:3tates and the Constitution ol 
our country. 'fhe rebellion manifested itself in 
the South. I stood by the Government. I said 
I was for ihe Union with slavery. I said I was 
for the Union without slavery. In either alter­
native I was for ihe Government and the Con­
stitution. The Government has stretched forth 
its strong arm, and with its physical power it 
has put down treason in the field. That is, the 
section of country that arrayed itself against 
the Government has been con~ uered by the force 
of the Government itself. Now, what had we 
said to those people? We said: "No compro­
misc; we can settle this ~uestion with the South 
in eight and forty hours.' 

I have said it again and again, and I repeat 
it now," disband your armies, acknowle~9e the 
supremacy of the Constitution of the united 
States, give obedience to the law, and the whole 
question is settled." 

What has been done since? Their armies 
ham been disbanded. They C"lm~ now to meet 
us in a spirit of magnanimity and say, "We 
were mistaken; we made the effort to carry out 
the doctrineofsecession and dissolve this Union, 
and having traced this thing to its logical and 
physical results, wo now acknowledge the flag ol 
our country, and promise obedience to the Con· 
stitution and the rnpremacy of the law." 

I say, then, ,vhen you comply wilh the Con­
stitution, when you yield to the law, when you 
acknowledge allegiance to the Government-I 
say let the door of the Union be opened, and 
the relation be restored to those that had erre<l 
and had strayed from the fold of our fathers. 

Who has sulTered more than I have? I ask 
the question. I shall not recount the wrongs 
and the sufferings inflicted upon me. It is not 
the course to deal with a whole people in a 
spirit of revenge. I know there has been 8 

United 8tate~. and they sought to preserve their. gr~at deal said al,out the exercise of tlw pardon 
peculi<J.r institutions. (What I say on this oc- power, as regards the Executive; and there is 
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no ou~ who has labored harder than I to hnve 
the r1·incipals, the intelligent and conscious 
offena~rn, brought to justice and have the prin­
ciple v .ndicated that "treason is a crime." 

But, while conscious and intelligent traitors 
are to be punished, should whole communities 
and St[.tes be made to submit to the penalty of 
death? I have quite as much asperity, and per­
haps~ much resentment, as a man ought to have; 
but we mnst reason regarding man as he is, and 
must conform our action and our conduct to the 
example of Him who founded our holy reli­
gion. 

I came into power under the Constitution of 
the country, and with the approbation of the peo­
ple, and what <lid I find? I found eight millions 
of people who were convicted, condemned under 
the hw, and the penalty was death; and, through 
revenge and resentment, were they all to be an­
nihihted? Oh! may I not exclaim, how differ­
ent would this be from the example set by the 
Founder of our holy religion, whosed1vinearch 
rests its extremities on the horizon while its span 
embraces the universe! Yes, He that founded 
this great scheme came into the world and saw 
men condemned under the law, and the sentence 
was death. What was his example? Instead 
of putting the world or a nation to death, He 
went forth on the cross and testified with His 
wounds that He would die and let the world 
live. Let them repent; let them acknowledge 
their rashness; let them become loyal, and let 
them be supporters of our glorious stripes and 
stars, and the Constitution of our country. I 
say let the leaders, the conscious, intelligent trai­
tors, meet the penalties of the law. But as for 
the great mass, who have been forced into the 
rebellion-misled in other instances-let there be 
clemency and kindness, and a trust and a confi­
dence in them. But, my countrymen, after hav­
ing passed through this rebellion, and having 
given as much evidence of enmity to it as some 
who croak a great deal about the matter­
when I look back over the battle-field and 
see many of those brave men in whose com­
pany I was, in localities of the rebellion where 
the conte~t was most diflicult and doubtful, and 
who yet were patient; when I. look back over 
these fields, and where the smoke has scarcely 
passed away; where the blood that has been 
shed has scarcely been absorbed-before their 
bodies have passed through the stages of decom­
position-what do I find? The rebellion is put 
down by the strong arm of the Government in 
the field. Bnt is this the only way in which we 
can have rebellions? This was a struggle against 
a change and a revolution of the Government, 
and before we fully get from the battle-fields­
when our brave men have scarcely returned to 
their homes and renewed the ties of affection 
and love to their wives and their children-we 
are now almost inaugurated into another re­
bellion. 

One rebellion was the effort of States to se­
cede, and the war on the part of the Government 
Has to prevent them from accomplishing that, 
and thereby changing the character of our Gov­
ernment and weakeninil its power. 1Vhen the 
Governmbnt has succeected, there is an attempt 
now to concentrate all power in the hands of a 
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few at the federal head, and thereby bring about 
a consolidation cf the P..~;:;ulJiic, which is equally 
objectionable with its dissolution. We find a 
po·wer assumed and attempted to be exercised of 
a most extraordinary character. We see now 
that governments can be revolutionized without 
going into the battle-field; and sometimes the 
revolutions most distressing to a people are ef• 
fected without the shedding of blood. That is, 
the substance of your Governme•'. t may be tairnn 
away, while there is held out to you the for!Jl 
and the shadow. And now, what are the at­
tempts, and what is being pro1osed? We find 
that by an irresponsible centra directory nearly 
all the powers of Congress are assumed, without 
even consulting the legislative and executive 
departments of the Government. By a resolution 
reported liy a committee, upon whom and in 
whom the legislative power of the Government 
has been lodged, that great principle in the Con­
stitution which authorizes and empowers the 
legislative department, the Senate and House of 
Representatives, to be the judges of elections, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members, 
has been virtually taken away from the two 
respective branches of the national legislature, 
and conferred upon a committee, who must repor~ 
before the body can act on the question nf the 
admission of members to their seats. By this 
rule they assume a State is out of the l1n10n, 
and to have its practical relations restored by 
that rule, before the House can judge of the 
qualifications of its own members. 1\ihat posi­
tion is that? You have been struggling for four 
years to put down a rebd1 ton. You con tended 
at the beginnir.g of that struggle that a State lis<l 
not a right to go out. You mid it ha,! ncitr.• r 
the right nor the powt>r.• an•l it ha.,;.'· n ,ettled 
that t11e States had u •;t I.er the . d t 1-or the 
power to go out of the l·nwn. Anrl wLer. n,u 
determine by the executive, by the military, aLd 
by the public j1dgment, that these States cannot 
have any right to gr, "Ut, this committee turns 
around and assume, '.',at ~iwy are out, and that 
they shall not come u 

I am free to say t.o yon, as your Executive, 
that I am not prepued to take any such position. 
I said in the f'enate, in the very inception of 
this rebellion. that the States had no right to 
secede. That question has been settled. • Thus 
determined, I cannot turn round and give the 
lie direct to all that I frofess to have done during 
the last four years. say that when the States 
that attempted to secede comply with the Con­
stitution, and give sufficient evidence of loyalty, 
I shall extend to them tu, r1gh t hand of fellow­
ship, and let pear,e ancl union be restored. I am 
opposed to the Dav1ses, the Toom IJqes. theBli<lells, 
and the long list of such. But wnen I perceive, 
on the other hand, men-[ A V"1ce, 'Call them 
off")-I care not by what namll you call them­
still opposed to the Union, r ,m lree to say to 
yon that I am still with the p<·ople. 1 arn still 
for the preservaticm of these StateR, for the 
preservation of this Union, and in favor:~ this 
great Government accvmplishing its destiny. 

[Here the President was called upon to give 
the names of three of the members of Congress 
to whom he had alluded as being opposed to the 
Union.] 
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The gentloml\n calls for three names. I am 
talking to my friends and fellow-citizens here. 
Suppose I should name to you lhose whom I 
look upon as being opposed to the fundamental 
principles of this Government, and as now labor­
mg to destroy them. I rny Tlrnd,leus Stevens, 
of Pennsylvanin.; I say Charles Sumner, of 
Massttchusetts; I say Wendell Phillips, of Mas­
sachusetts. [A voice," Forney!") 

I do not waste my fire on dead ducks. I stand 
for the country, and though my enemies may 
traduce, slander, and vituperate, I may say, that 
has no force. 

In addition to this, I do not intend to be gov­
erned by real or pretended fnend:i, nor do I in­
tend to be bullied by my enemies. An honest 
conviction is my sustenance, the Constitution my 
guide. I know, my countrymen, that it has been 
insinuated-nay, said directly, in high places­
that if such a usurpation of power had been ex­
ercised two hundred years acro, in rarticular 
reigns, it would have cost an individua his head. 
What usurpation has Andrew Johnson been 
guilty op [Cries of "None.") My only usur­
pation has been committed by standing bctl\•een 
the people and the encroachments of power. 
And because I dared say in a conversation wilh 
a fellow-citizen and a Senator too, that I thought 
amendments to the constitution ought not to be 
so frequent, lest the instrument lose all its sanc­
tity and dignity, and be wholly lost sight of in 
a short time, iind because I happened to say in 
conversation that I thought that such and such 
an amendment was all that ought to be adopted, 
it was said that I had suggested such a usurpa­
tion of power as would have cost a king his head 
in a certain period! In connection with this 
subject., one hris exclaimed that we are in the 
"midst of earthquakes and he trembled." Yes, 
there is an earthg.uake approaching. there is a 
groundswell commg, of popular judgment and 
indignation. The American peopl~ will speak, 
and by their instinct, if in no other way, know 
who are their friends, when and where and in 
whatever position I stand-aud I have occupied 
many positions in the government, going through 
both branches of the legislature. Some gen­
tleman here behind me says, "And was a tailor." 
Now, that don't affect me in the least. When 
I was a tailor I always mado a close fit, and was 
always punctual to my customers, and did good 
work. 

fA voice. No pn,tchwork.] 
irhe PRESIDENT. No, I did not want any 

patchwork. But we pass by this digression. 
Intiml1tions have been thrown out-and when 
principles are involved l1nd the existence of my 
C?lmtry imperiled, I. will, as on former. occa­
sions, spertk what I thmk. Yes r Cost !nm his 
head! u~urpation ! When and where have I 
been guilty of this? Where is the ml1n in all 
the positions I have occupied, from that of alder­
m:1n to the Vice Presidency, who can 1my that 
Andrew Johnson ever made a pledge that he did 
not redeem, or ever made a promise that he vio­
lated, or that he acted with falsi.ty to the people! 

They ml1y tl1lk about beheadmg; but when I 
am behel1ded I want the American peoP,le to be 
the witness. I do not want by inueridoes of 
au indirect character in high places to have one 

say to a man 'l',ho has assassination broiling in 
his heart, "there is a fit subject," and also ex· 
claim that the "presidential obstacle" must be 
got out of the way, when possibly the intention 
was to institute assassinl1tion. Are those who 
Wflnt ~o destroy our institutions and change the 
chl1racter of the Government not sl1tisfied with 
the blood that bas been shed? Are they not 
satisfied with one martyr? Does not the blood 
of Lincoln appease the vengeance and wrath of 
the opponents of this Government? Is their 
thirst still unslaked? Do they want more blood? 
Have they not honor l1nd courage enoucrh to 
effect the removl11 of the presidential ob~l1cle 
otherwise than through the hands of the z;;sas­
sm? I am not afraid of assassins; but ii it 
must be, I would wish to be encountered where 
one brave ml1n can oppose another. I hold him 
in dread only who strikes cowl1rdlv. But if 
they have courage enough to strike"liko men, 
(I know they are willing to wound, but they 
are afraid to strike;) if my blood is to be shed 
because I vindicate the Union and the preserva­
tion of this Government in its original purity 
and character, let it be so; but when it is done, 
~et an altar of the Union be erectecl, and then, 
1f necessary, by me npon it, and the blood that 
now warms and animates my frame shall be 
poured out in a last libation as a tribute to the 
Union; and let the opponents of thi3 Govern­
ment remember that when it is poured out the 
blood of the martyr will be the seed of the 
church. The Union will grow. It will continue 
to increase in stren&th and po,:e~. though it 
may be cemented and cleansed with blood. 

I have talked longer, my countrymen, th.. n 
I intended. With. many acknowled,'..(ments for 
the honor you have done me, I will say one 
word in reference to the amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. Shortly 
after I reached Washington, for the purpose of 
being inaugurated Vice President, I had a. 
conversation with Mr. Lincoln. We were 
talking about the condition of affairs, and in 
reference to matters in my own State.. I said 
we had called a convention and demanded a 
constitution abolishing slavery in the State, 
which provision was not contained in the Presi­
dent's proclamation. This met. with his appro­
bation, and he gave me encouragement. In 
talking upon the subject of amendments to the 
Constitution. he said, "when the amendment 
to the Constitution now proposed is adopted by 
three-fou:ths of the States, I shall be pretty 
nearly or quite done as regards forming amend­
ments to the Constitution if there should 
be one other adopted.". I asked what that 
other amendment suggested was, and he replied, 
"I haYe labored to preserve this Union. I ha Ya 
toiled four years. I have been subjected to 
calumny and misrepresentl1tion, and my great 
and sole desire hM been to preserve these States 
intact under the Constitution, as they were be­
fore; and there should be an amendment to the 
Const.itution which. would compel the States to 
send their Senators and Representatives to the 
Congress of the United States." He saw, as 
part of the doctrine of secession, that the States 
could, if they were prepared, withdraw their 
Senators and Repr~sentatives; and he wished to 
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rcm(!.ly H1is evil by the adoption of the amend­
mrnt et16gclste<l. Even that portion of the Con­
stitntio .... \'I hich differs from other organic law says 
that no State shall be deprived of its represen­
tation. We now find the position taken that 
States shall not be recognized; that we will 
impose taxi.lion; and where taxes are to Le 
impose<l the Uepresentatives elect from thence 
are met at the door, and told: "No; yon must 
pay taxes, but you cannot participate in a Gov· 
ernment whid1 is to affect you for all time." Is 
this just? [Voices-"No! No!") We see, 
then, where we are going. I repeat, that I am 
for the Union. I am for preserving all the 
States. They may havfl erred, but let u~ admit 
those into tho counsel, of the nation who are 
unmistakably loyal. Let the man who acknowl­
edges allegiance to the Government, an<l sweurs 
to support the Constitution, (lie cannot do this 
in good faith unless he is loyal; no am1.,lification 
of the oath can make any di!Tercnce; it is mere 
detail, which I care nothin~ about;) let him be 
unquestionably loyal to the Constitution of the 
Uuite<l States and its Government, an<l wiiling 
to support it in its peril, and I am willing to 
trust him. I know that some do not attach so 
much importance to the principle as I <lo. One 
principle that carried us through the revolution 
was, that there should be no taxation with­
out representation. I hold that that principle. 
which was laid down by our fathers for the 
Mtmtry's good then, is unportant to its good 
now, Jf it was worth battling for then, it is 
worth battling for now. It is fundament:11, and 
Bhould be preserver! so long as our Government 
lasts. I know it w.a~ said Ly some <luring the 
rebellion that the Constitution had been rolled 
up as :1 piece of parchment, and should be put 
away, and that in time of rebellion there was 
no constitution. Dut it is now unfolding; it 
;nust now be read and a<ljusted and understood 
by the American people. 

I come here to-day to vindicate, in so far as I 
can in these remarks, the Constitution; to save 
it, as I believe; for it does seem that encroach­
ment af:er encr0achment is to be pressed; an<l as 
I resist encroachments on the Government, I 
stand to-d,1y prcpare<l to resist encroachments on 
the Constitution, and thereby preserve the 
Governrr:ent. It is now pea:e, and let us have 
reace. Let \IS enforce the Corrntitution. J,et us 
,ive un<ler an<l by its provisions. Let it be 
puLlishc<l in blazoned characters, as though it 
were in the heavens, so that all may read an<l 
all may understan<l it. Let us consult that in­
strument, and, understan<ling its principles, let 
us apply them. I tell the opponents of this 
Government. and I care not from what quarter 
they come-East or West, Korth or South-" you 
that are engaged in tlie work of breaking up 
this Go\·ernment are mistaken. The Constitu­
tion and the principles of free government are 
deeply rooted in the American heart." All the 
powers combined, I care not of what character 
thev are, cannot destroy the image of freedon:. 
They may succeed for a time, but their attempts 
will be futile. They may as well attempt to 
lock up the winds or chain the waves. Yes, 
they may as well attempt to repeal it, (as it 
w.ould seem the Constitution can be,) by a con-
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current resolution; but when it is submitted to 
the po 1ular judgment, they will fin,] it just as 
well to intro<luce a resolution repealing the law 
of gra, itation; and the idea of preventing the 
restoration of the Union is as about as feasible 
a~ resistance to the great hw of gravity w\ich 
bin<ls all to a common centre. This great law 
of gravitation will bring back those ::itates to 
harmony and their relations to the Fe<leral Gov­
ernment, and all machinatio'ns Korth an<l South 
cannot prevent it. All that is wanting is time, 
until the American people can understan<l what 
fs going O!l, an<l be rea<ly to accept the view 
,1ust as 1t a.ppears to me. I woul<l to God that 
the whole American people could be assem­
bled here to-.day as you are. I could wish to· 
have an amphitheatre large enough to con­
tain the whole thirty millions, that they could 
be here and witness the great struggle to pre­
serv~ the Constitution of our fathers. Thev 
could at once see what it is, an<l how it is, and 
what kin<l of spirit i~ manifeste<l in the attempt 
to <lestroy the great principles of free govern­
ment; and they coul<l understan<l who is for 
them and who is against them, and who was for 
ameliorating their condition. Their orposers 
coul<l be place<l before them, ·and there n11ght be 
a regular contest, and in the first tilt the ene, 
mies of the country would be crushed. I have 
detained you longer than I inten<led ; but in 
this struggle I am your instrument. Where is 
the man or woman, in private or public life, that 
has not always receive<l my attention and my 
time? Sometimes it is said, "that man John­
son is a lucky man." I wi:l tell you what con­
stitutes good fortune. Doing right and being 
for the people. The people in some particular 
or other, notwithstan<ling their sagacity and 
judgment, are frequently underrate<l or under­
estimated; but somehow or other the great mass 
of the people will find out who is for them and 
who is against them. You must indulge me in 
this allusion·, when I say I can lay my hand on 
my bosom and say that in all the positions in 
which I have been placed-many of them as 
trying as any in which mortal man coul<l be put 
-so far, thank God, I have not deserted the 
people, nor do I believe they will desert me. 
What sentiment have I swerved from? Can 
my calumniators put their finger on it? Can 
they dare indicate a discrepancy or a deYiatir•n 
from principle? 

Have you heard them at any time quote my 
predecessor, who fell a martyr to his cour~e. as 
coming in controversy with anything I a<lvo­
cated? An inscrutable Providence ~aw propn 
to remove him to, I trust, a better world than 
this, and I came into power. Where is there· 
one principle in refereuce to this restoration that 
I have departed from? Then the war is not 
simply upon me, hut it is upon my predecessor. 
I have trierl to do my duty. I know some are 
jealous in view of the White House, and I say 
all that flummery has as little influence on me 
as it had heretofore. The conscious satisfaction 
of having performed my duty to my country, 
my children, and my God, is all the reward 
which I shall ask. 

In conclusion of what I have to say, let me 
ask this vast concourse, this sea of upturned 
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faces, to go with me-or I will r,o with you­
and stand around the Constitution of our country; 
it is n1pin unfolded, and tlie people are mv1ted 
to read and understand it, and t.o maintain its 
provi8ions. Let us eland by ihe princir,les of 
our fathers, though the hea 1·cns fall; and then, 
though factions array their transient forces to 
vive vituperation after vituperation in the most 
~irulent manner, I intend to stand Ly the Con­
stitution as the chief ark of our safetv, M the 
palladium of our civil and religious· liberty. 
Yes, let us cling to it as the manner clings to 
the last plank 1~hen the night and the temncst 
cloce arouncl him. ' 

Accept my thank~. gentlemen, for the indnl­
gence you have given me in my ~xlemporaneou~ 
remarks. Let us go on, forgectmg the past and 
looking only upon the future, and trusting in 
Him that can control all that is on high and 
here below, and hoping that herenfter our Union 
will be restored, and that we will have peace on 
earth and good will towards man. 

Speech to the Colored People of tho District of 
Columbia, Celebrating the Third Anniversary 
of their Emancipation. 
April HJ, 1SGG-I lrnve nothing more to say 

to you on thio. occasion than to thank you for 
thiR compliment you have paid me in pre,€nling 
yourselves before me on this your day of cele­
bration. I come forward for the :purpos~ of in­
dicating my approbation an,l manifesting my 
appreciation of the respect thus offered or con­
ferred. 

I thank you for the compli:nent, and I mean 
what I say. And I will remark in this connec· 
tion to this ·,·ast concourse that the time will 
come, and that, too, before a great while, wh,m 
the colored population of the U niterl ::iuites will 
find out who have selected them as a hobby and 
n. pretence by which they can be successful in 
obtaining and maintaining power, and who lrnve 
been their true friernh, and wan:ed them to 
participate in and enjoy the blessings of freedom. 

The time will come 1vhen it will be made 
known who· contributed as much as any otber 
man, and who, without being considered egotis­
tic, I may say contributed 111ore, in procuring 
the great national guarantee of the al5olition of 
slavery in all the ::itates, by the ratification of 
1!1e arnendrnrnt to the Constitution of the Unitecl 
States-giving a national guarantee that slavery 
shall no longer be permitted to exist or be re­
established in any State or jurisdiction of the 
United Stales. 

know how easy it is to cater to prejudices, 
and how easy it is to excite feelings of prejudice 
and unkindness. I care not for that. I have 
been engaged in this work in which my all bas 
been periled, I was not engaged in it as a 

hobby, nor did I ride the colored man for the 
sake of gaining power. What I did was for 
the purpose of establishing the great principles 
of freedom. And, thank (;od, I feel and know 
it to be so, that my efforts lmVE contributed as 
much, if not more, in accomplishing this great 
national guarantee, than those of any other 
Ii ving man in the lfnited States. 

It is very easy fc r colored men to have;•re­
tended friends, ensc onccd in high places, an fa1 
removed from dan 1er, whose eyes have only 
abstractly gazed on freedom; who h1we neve1 
exposed their limbs w property, and who never 
contributed a sixp,•r1ce in furtherance of the 
great ca,Jse, while arotber periled his all, and 
put up everything swred and dear to man, and 
those whom he rnise(l and :who lived with him 
now enjoy his prope-·ty with his consent, and 
receive his aid and asd,tance; yet some who as­
sume, and others who have done nothing, are 
considered the great de\mders and protectors of 
the colored nrnn. 

I repeat, my colored f,·iends, here to-day, the 
time wi\l come, and thr1. not far distant, when it 
will be proved who i, practically your best 
fri0n<l. . 

11y friend.,hip, so far 2~ it has gone, has not 
been for place or power, for I had these already. 
It has been a principle with me, and I thank 
God the great princir,le has he.en established, that 
wherever any individual, in the bnguage of a 
distinguished orator and stat o,sman, treads Amer­
ican soil, his son! swells within him beyond the 
power of chains to bind him, ir. nppreciation of 
the great truth that, he stands forth redeemed, 
regenerated, and disenthrallecl by lhe genius of 
universal emancipation! 

Then let me mingle with you in celebration 
of the day which commenced your freedom. I 
do it in s1aceritv and truth, and trust in God the 
blessings whicl(have been conferred may be en­
joyed and appreciate,] by you,and tbatyou may 
gi vc them a proper direction. 

There is something for all to do. You have 
high and solemn duties to perform, and you 
ought to remember that freedom is not a mere 
idea. It must be reduced to practical reaEty. 
i\Ien in being free have to deny themselves many 
tliings which seem to be embraced in the idea of 
universal freedom. 

It is with you to give evidence to the wcrlJ 
and the peol'le of the Gnited States, 1vhether 
you are going to appreciate this great boon as it 
should be, and· that you are worthy of being 
freemen. Then let me thank you with since:ity 
for the compliment you have paid me bypassing 
through here to-day and paying your respects 
to me. I repeat again, the time will come when 
you \vill know who has been your best friend, 
and who has not been lour friend from merce­
nary considerations. ccept my thanks. 

I 
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SPECIAL AND VETO MESSAGES OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 
WITH TIIE 

VOTES IN CONGRESS ON THE PASSAGE OF THE VETOED BILLS. 

The Annual Message, December 4, 1865. 
The following extracts relate to reconstruc­

tion: 

I found the StateR suffering from the effects of 
a civil war. Resistance to the General Gov­
ernment appeared to have exhausted itself. The 
United States had recovered possession of their 
forts and arsenals, and their armies were in 
the occupatiqu of every State which had at­
tempted to secede. Whether the territory within 
the limits of t.hose States should be held as 
conquered territory, under military authority 
emanating from the President as the head of the 
army, was the first question that presented itself 
for decision. 

Now, military governments, established for 
an indefinite period, would have offered no se­
curity for the early suppression of discontent; 
would have di\•ided the people into the van­
quishers and the vanquished; and would have 
envenomed hatred, rather than have restored 
nffection. Once established, no. precise limit to 
their continuance was conceivable. They would 
have occa.,ioned an incalculable and tlxhausting 
expense. Peaceful emigration to aud from that. 
portion of the country is one of the best means 
that can be thought of for the restoration of 
harmony, and that emigration would have heen 
prevented; for what emigrant from abroad, 
what industrious citizen at home, would pince 
himself ,villingly under military rule? The 
chief persons who have followed in the train of 
the army wonl<l have been dependents on the 
General Government, or men who expected 
profit from the miseries of their erring fellow-
citizens. The powers of patronage and rule 
which would have been exercised, under the 
President, over a vast and populous and natu­
rally wealthy region, are greater than, unless 
under extreme necessity, I should be willing to 
intrust to any one man; they are such as, for 
myself, I could never, unless on occasions of 
great emergency, consent to exercise. The wil­
ful use of such powers, if continued through a 
period of years, would have endangered the 
purity of the general administration and th!! 
liberties of the States-which remained loyal. 

Besides, the policy of military rule over a 
conquered territory would have implied that 

from the beginning, null and void. The States 
cannot commit treason, nor screen the individ­
ual citizens who rnay have committed treason,, 
any rnore than they could make valid treaties or 
engage in lawful commerce with any foreign 
power. The States attempting to secede placed 
themselves in a condition where their vitality 
was impaired, but not extinguished-their func­
tions suspended, but not destroyed. 

But if any State neglects or refuses to perform 
its offices, tliere is the more need that the General 
Government should maintain all its authority, 
and, as soon as practicable, resume the exercise 
of all its functiorrs. On this pl'inciple I have 
acted, and have gradually and quietly, and by 
almost imperceptible steps, sought to restore the 
rightful energf of the General Government and 
of the States: To that end, provisional gov­
ernors have been appointed for the States, con­
ventions called, governors elected, legislatures 
assembled, and Senators and Representatives 
chosen to the Congress of the United States. At 
the same time, the courts of the United States, 
as far as could be done, have been reopened, so 
that the laws of the United Stales may be en­
forced through their agency. '.].'he blockade has 
been removed and the custom-houses re-estab­
lished in ports of entry, so that the revenue of 
the United States may be collected. The Post 
Office Department renews its ceaseless activity, 
and the General Government is thereby enabled 
to communicate promptly with its officers and 
agents. The cou~ts bring 8ecurity to persons 
and property; the opening of the ports invites 
the restoration of industry and commerce; the 
post office renews the facilities of social inter­
course and of business. And is it not happy for 
us all, that the restoration of each one of these 
functions of the General Government brings 
with it a blcssin~ to the States over which they 
are extended? ls it not a sure promise of har­
mony and renewed attachment to the Union 
that, after all that has happened, the return of 
the General Government 1s known only as a 
beneficence? 

I know very well that this policy is attendea 
with some risk; that for its success it reg.uires 
at least the acquiescence of the States wlnch it 
concerns; that it implies an invitation to those 
States, by renewing their allegirmce to the United 

the States whose inhabitants may have taken jStates, to resume their functions as States of the' 
part in the rebellion had, by the act of those Union. But it is a risk that must be takel,in 
10habitants, ce,ised to exist. But the true tleory the choice of difficulties, it is the smallest r· ·k; 
is, that all pretended acts of secession were, and to diminish, and, if possible, to remove 11 
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danger, I have felt it incumbent on me to assert 
one other power of the General Government-­
the power of pardon. As no State can throw a 
defence over the crime of treason, the power of 
pardon is exclusively vested in the executive 
government of the United States. In exercisin 
that power, I have taken every precaution to 
connect it with the clearest recognition of the 
binding force 0£ the laws of the United States, 
and an unqualified acknowledgment of the great 
social change of condition in regard to slavery 
which bas grown out.of the war. 

The next step which I have taken to restore 
th~ constitutional relations of the States, has been 
an invitation to them to participate in the high 
office of amending the Constitution. Every pa­
triot must wish for a general amnest.y at the 
earliest epoch consistent with public safety. For 
'this great end there is .a need of a concurrence 
of all opinions, and tl:e spirit of mutual concil­
i:.tion. All parties in the late terrible conflict 
must work together in harmony. It is not too 
much to ask, in the name of the whole people, 
that, on the one side, the plan of restoration 
shall proceed in conformity with a willingness 
to cast the disorders of the past into oblivion; 
and that, on the other, the evidence of sincerity 
in the future maintenance of the Union ~hall be 
put beyond any doubt by the ratification of the 
proposed amendment to the eonstitntion, which 
provides for the abolition of slavery forever 
within the limits of our country. So long as the 
adoption of this amendment is delayed, so long 
will doubt and jealousy and uncertainty pre­
vail. This is the measure which will efface the 
sad memory of the past; this is the measure 
which will most certainly call population and 
capital and security to those parts of the Union 
that need them most. Indeed, it is not too much 
to ask of the States which are now resuming 
their places in the family of the Union to give 
this pledge of perpetual loyalty and peace. 
Until it is done, the past, however much we may 
desire it, will not be forgotten. The adoption 
of the amendment reunites us beyond all power 
of disruption. It heals the wound that is im­
per~ectly closed; it removes slavery, the_element 
which bas so long perplexed and d1v1ded the 
country; it makes of us once more a united 
people, renewed aI!d strengthened, bound more 
than ever to mutual affection and support. 

The amendment to . the Constitution being 
adopted, it would remain for the States, whose 
powers have been so long in abeyance, to re­
sume their places in the two branches of the na­
tional legislature, and thereby complete the 
work of restoration. Here it is for yon, fellow­
citizens of the Senate, and for you, fellow-citi­
zens of the House of Representatives, to judge, 
each of you for yourselves, of the elections, re­
turns, and qualifications of your own members. 

The full assertion of the powers of the Gene­
ral Government requires the holding of circuit 
courts of the United States within the districts 
where their authority bas been interrupted. In 
the present posture of our public affairs, strong 
objections liave been urged to holding those 
courts in any of the State~ where the rebellion 
has existed; and it was ascertained, by inquiry, 
that t,he circuit court of the United States would 
not be held within the district of Virginia dur­
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irig the autumn or early winter, nor nntil Con­
gress should have" s.n opportunity to comider 
and act on the whole subject." To your delib­
erations the restoration of this branch of the 
civil authority of the United States is therefore 
necessarily referred, with the hope that early 
provision will be made for the resumpti<m of all 
its functions. It is manifest that treason, most 
flagrant in character, has been committed. 
Persons who are cba.rged with its commission 
should have fair and impartial trials in the 
highest civil tribunals of the country, in .order 
that the Constitution and the laws may be fully 
vindicated; the truth clearly established and 
affirmed that treason is a crime, that traitors 
should beJ.unished antl the offence made infa­
mous; an , at the same time, that the question 
be judicially settled. finally and forever, that no 
State of its ow.n will has the right to renounce 
its place in the union. 

The relations of the General Government to­
wards the fonr millions of inhabitants whom 
the war has called into freedom bave engaged 
my most serious consideration. On the pro­
priety of attempting to make the freedmen elec· 
tors by the proclamation of the Executive, J 
took for my counsel the Constitution itself, th­
interpretations of that instrument by its au­
thors and their contemporaries, and recent legis· 
lation by Congress. When, at the first move­
ment towards mdependence, the Congress of the 
United States instructed the several States to 
institute governments of their own, they left each 
State to decide for itself the conditions for the 
enjoyment of the elective franchise. During 
the period of the confederacy, there continued 
to exist a very great diversity in the qualifica­
tions of electOrf\ in the several States ; antl even 
within a State a distinction of qualification pre­
vailed with regard to the officers who ,vere to 
be chosen. The Constitution of· the United 
States recognises the diversities when it enjoins 
that, in the choice of members of the House o! 
Representatives of the United States, "the elec­
tors in each State shall have the qualifications 
requisite for e.lectors of the most numerous 
branch of the State legislature." After the 
formation of the Constitution, it remained, as 
before, the uniform usage for each State to en­
large the botly of its electors, according to its 
own judgment; and, under this system, one 
State after another bas proceeded to increase 
the number of its electors, until now universal 
suffraiie, or something very near it, is the gene­
ral rule.. So fixed was this reservation of power 
in the habits of the peoJ?le, and so unquestioned 
bas been the interpretation of the Constitution, 
that during the civil war thelate President never 
harbored the pnrpose--certainly never avowed 
the purpose-of disregarding it; and in the acts 
of Congress, during that period, nothing can be 
found which during the continu.i.nce of hostili­
ties, much less after their close, would have sanc­
tioned any departure by the Executive from· a 
policy which has so uniformly obtained. l\Iore­
over, a conce~sion of the elective franchirn to 
the freedmen, by act of the Presitlent of the 
United States, must have been extended to all 
colored men, wherever found, and so must have 
established a change of suffrage in the Northern, 
Middle, and Western States, not less than in tho 
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Southern and Southwestern. Such an act woulJ 
have created a new cla.ss of voters, and would 
have been an assumption of power by the Presi­
dent which nothing in the Constitution or laws 
of the United States would have warranted. , 

On the other hand, every danger of conflict is 
avoided when the settlement of the question is 
referred to the several States. They can, each 
for itself, decide on the measure, and whether it 
is to be adopted at once and absolutely, or intro­
d need gr:tdually and with conditions. In my 
judgment, the freedmen, if they show patience 
and manly virtues, will sooner obtain a partici­
pation in the eleclive franchise through the 
St.ates than throngh the General Govetnment, 
even if it had power to intervene. "\Vhen the 
tumult of emotions that have been raised by the 
suddenness of the social changi shall haye sub­
sided, it ma.y prove that they will receive the 
kindliest usage from some of those on whom 
they have heretofore most closely depended. 

But while I have no doubt that now, after the 
close of the war, it is not competent for the 
General Government to extend the elective fran­
chise in the several States, it is equally clear 
that good faith requires the security of tlie freed­
men in their liberty and in their property, their 
right to labor, and their right to claim the just 
return of their labor. I cannot too strongly 
urge a dispassionate treatment of this subject, 
which should be carefully kept aloof from all 
party strife. 1Ve must equally avoid hasty as­
sumptions of any natural impossibility for the 
two races to live side by side, in a state of mu­
tual benefit and good will. The experiment 
involves us in no inconsistency; let us, then, go 
on and make that experiment in good faith, and 
not be too easily disheartened. The country iA 
in need of labor, and the freedmen are in need 
of employrr1ent, culture, and protection. While 
their right of voluntary migration and expatria­
tion is not to be quest10ned, I would not advise 
their forced removal and colonization. Let us 
rather encourage them to honorable and useful 
industry, where it may be beneficial to them­
selves and to the country; and, instead of hasty 
anticipations of the certainty of failure, let there 
be nothing wanting to the fair trial of the ex­
periment. The change in their condition is the 
substitution of labor by contract for the status 
of slavery. The freedman cannot f:,i,irly be ac­
cused of unwillingness to work, so long as a 
doubt remains about his freedom of choice in 
his pursuits, and the certainty of his recovering 
his stipulated wages. In this the interests of 
the employer and the employed coincide. The 
employer desires in his workmen spirit and alac­
rity, and these can be permanently secured in 
no other way. And if the one ought to be able 
to enforce the contract, so ought the other. The 
public interest will be best promoted if the sev­
eral States will provide adequate protection and 
remedies for the freedmen. Until this is in 
some way accomplished, there is no chance for 
the adva·ntageous use of their labor; and the 
blame of ill success will not rest on them. 

I know that sincere :philanthropy is earnest 
for the immediate realization of its remotest 
aims; but time is always an element in reform. 
It is one of the greatest acts on record to have 
brougl:it four millions of people into freedom. 

The career of free industry must be fairly opened 
to them: and then their future prosperit.y and 
condition must, after all, rest mainly on them­
selves. If they fail, and so perish away, let us 
be careful that the failure shall not be aUribu­
table to any denial of justice. In all that re­
lates to the destiny of the freedmen, we need 
not be too anxious to read the future; many in­
cidents which, from a speculative point of view 
might raise alarm, will quietly settle themselves'. 

Now that slavery is at an end or near ils end 
the greatuess of its evil,"in the point of view of 
public economy, becomes more :ind more aj'rar­
cnt. Slavery was essentially a monopo y of 
lal,or, and as such locked the States where it 
prevailed against the incoming of free industry. 
Where _labor was the property of the capitalist, 
the wlnte man was excluded from employment, 
or had but the second best chance of find in" it· 
and the foreign emigrant turned away fron~ th~ 
region where his condition would be so precari­
ous. "\Vith the destruction of the monopoly, 
free labor \\'ill hasten from all part~ of the civil­
ized world to assist in developing various anrl im­
measurnble resources which have hitherto lain 
dormant. The eight or nine States nearest the 
Gulf of Mexico have a soil of exuberant fertility, 
a climate friendly to long life, aud can sustain a 
denser populatiot. than is found as yet in any 
part of our country. And the future influx of 
population to them will be mainly from the 
North, or from the most cultivated nations in 
Europe. From the sufferings that have attend­
ed them during our late struggle, let us. look 
away to the future, which is sure to be laden 
for them with greater prosperity than bas ever 
before been known. The removal of the mo­
nopoly of slave labor is a pledge that those re­
gions will be peopled by a numerous and enter­
prising population, which will vie with any in 
the Union in compactness, inventive genius, 
wealth, and industry. 

Message on tho late Insurrectionary States. 
To the Smate of the United States : 

In reply to tl,e resolution adopted by the Sen­
ate on tho 12th instant, I have the honor to 
state that the rebellion waged by a portion 
of the people against the properly-constituted 
authorities of the Government of the United 
States has been suppressed; that the United 
State.~ are in 'Possession of every State in which 
the insurrection existed; and that, as far as 
could Le done, the courts of the United States 
have been restored, post offices re-established, 
and steps taken to put into effective operacion 
the revenue laws of the country. · 

As the result of the measures instituted by 
the Executive, with tfie view of inducing a 
resumption of the functions of "the States com­
prehended in the inquiry of the Senate, the 
people in North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor­
gia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
and Tennessee, have reorganized their respect­
ive State governments, and "are yielding obe­
dience to the laws and Government of the Uni­
ted States" with more willingness and greater 
promptitude than under the circumstances could 
reasonably have been anticipated. The pro 
posed amendment to the Constitution, provid­
ing for the abolition of slavery forever within 
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the limits of the country, has beeu ratified by 
each one of those States, .with ths exception of 
1lississippi, from which no official information 
has yet been received; and in nearly all of 
them measures have been adopted or are now 
pending, to confer upon freedmAn ri..,hts and 
privileges which arc essential to their 

0 

comfort 
protection, and sec!rity. In Florida and Texa; 
tlrn people are making commendable pro~ress 
in restoring their State governments, and no 
dou_bt is e_ntertained _that they will at an early 
penocl be lll a cond1t1on to resume all of their 
prnclir.al relations to the Federal Government. 

In "that portion of the Union lately in re­
bellion" the aspect of affairs is more promi2incr 
than, in view of all the circumstances, could 
well have been expected. The peoplo lhrouo-h. 
out tho entire South evince a laudable desiro

0 
to 

renew their allegiance to the Government, and 
to repair the devastations of war by a prompt 
and cheerful return to peaceful pursuits. An 
abiding faith is entertained that their actions 
will conform to their professions, and that, in 
acknowledging the supremacy of the Constitu­
tion ancl the law a of the Unitcd States, their 
loyalty will be unreservedly givfn to the Gov­
ment, whose leniency they cannot fail to ap­
preciate, and whose fostering. care will soon 
restore them to a condition of prosperily. 

It is true that in some of tlie States tho de­
moralizin er effects of the war are to be seen in 
occasionaf disorders; but these are local in 
character, not frequent in occurrence, and are 
rapidly disappearing as the authority of civil law 
.is extended and sustained. Pl'rplexing ques­
tions were naturally to be expected from the 
great and sudden change in the relations be­
tween the two races; but systemR are gradually 
developing themselves under which the freed­
man will receive the protection to which he is 
justly entitled, and by means of his labor mako 
himself a. useful and indepenclent member of 
the community in which ho has his home. 
From all the information in my possession, and 
from that which I have recently derived from 
the most reliable authority, I am induced to 
cherish the belief that sectional animosity is 
surely and rapidly merging itself into a spirit 
of nationality, and that representatic,n, con­
nected with a properly-adjusted system of tax­
ation, will result in a harmonious restoration 
of the relations of the States to the national 
Union. 

The report of Carl Schurz is herewith trans­
mitted, as requested by the Senate. No reports 
from Hon. John Covode have been received by 
the President. Tho attention of the Senate 1s 
invited to the accompanying report of Lieu1<i[l­
ant General Grant, who recently made a. touP"of 
inspection through several of the States whose 
inhabitants participated in the, rebellion. 

ANDREW JOilNSON. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., December 18, 1865. 

Accompanying Report of General Grant, 
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF TllE U.S., 

WASIIINGTON, D. C., December 18, 1865. 
Sm: In reply to your note of the 16th inst., 

requesting a report from me giving such infor­
mation as I may be possessed of, coming within 

the scope of the inquiries made by the Senate 
of the United States in their resolution of th" 
12th instant, I have the honor to submit the fol­
lowing: 

With your approval, and also thatofthehon­
orable Secretary of War, I left Washington cit:v 
on the 27th of last month for the purpose of 
making a tour of inspection through some of the 
Southern States, or States lately in rebellion, 
and to see what changes were neceSo'l.ry to be 
rnade in the disposition of the military forces o{ 
the country; how these forces could be reduced 
and expenses curtailed, &c.; and to learn, as far 
as possible, the feelings and intentions of the 
citizens of those States toward the General 
Government 

The Slate of Virginia being so accessible to 
Washington city, and information from this 
quarter therefore being readily obtained, I has­
tened through the State without conversing OI 
meeting with an_y of its citizens. In Ilalcigh, 
North Carolina, I spent one day; in Charleston, 
South Carolina, two clays; Savannah and Au­
gusta, Georgia, each one day. Both in travelin~ 
and while stopping, I saw much and conversed 
freely with the citizens of those States, as well 
as with officers of the army who have been sta­
tioned among them. 'l'he followiug are the con­
clusions come to by me : _ 

I am satisfied that the mass of thinking men 
of the South accept tho present situation of af­
fairs in good faith. The questions which have 
heretofore divided the sentiments of the people 
of the two sections-slavery and Sbtes rights, 
or the right of a State to secede from the Union 
-they regard as having been settled forever by 
the highest tribunal-arms-that man can resort 
to. I was pleased to learn from the leading men 
whom I met, that they not only acceptecl the de­
cision arrived at as final, but, now that the 
smoke of battle has cleared away and time has 
been given for reflection, that this decision has 
been a fortunate one for the whole country, they 
receiving like benefits from it with those who 
opposed them in the field and in council. 

Four years of war, during which law was ex­
ecuted only at the point of the bayonet through­
out the States in rebellion, have left the people 
possibly in a eonditio,1 not to yield that reudy 
obedience to civil authority the Auierican people 
have generally been in the habit of yie1cling. 
This woulcl render the presence of small garri­
sons throughout those Stutes necessary until such 
time as labor returns to its proper channels, and 
civil authority is fully established. I did not 
meet any one, either those holding places under 
the Government or citizens of the Southern 
States, who think it practicable to withdraw the 
military from the South at present. The white 
and the black mutually require the protection 
of the General Government. 

There is such universal acquiescence in tbe au­
thority of the General Government throughout 
the portions of the countrY. visited by me, that 
the mere presence of a military force, without 
regard to numbers, is sufficient to maintain order .. 
The good of the country and economy require 
that the force kept in the interior, where tl1ere 
are many freedmen, (elsewhere in the Southern 
States than at forts upon the sea-coast no force 
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is necessary,) should all be white troops. The 
reasons for this are obvious without mentioning 
)Dany of them. The presence of black troops, 
lately slaves, demoralizes labor both by their ad­
yice an4. by furnishing in their camps a resort 
for the freedmen for long distances around. 
\Vhite troops generally excite no opposition, and 
therefore a small number of them can maintain 
order in a given district. Colored troops must 
be kept in bodies sufficient to defend themselves. 
It is not the thinking men who would use violence 
toward any class of troops sent among them by 
the General Government, but the ignorant in 
rome cases mi7ht, and the late slave seems to be 
imbued with tile ide:1 that the property of his 
Jate master should by right bdong to him, or at 
ieast shoulu have no protection from the colored 
~oldier. There is danger of collisions being 
brought on by such causes. 

1Iy observations leau me to the conclusion 
that the citizens of the 'Southern States are anx­
jous to return to self-government within the 
U:iion as soon as possible; that w bile recon­
structing, they want and require protection from 
the Government; that they are in earnest in 
wishing to do what they think is required by 
tbe· Government, not humiliating to them as 
citizens, and that if such a course w~.s pointed 
out they would pursue it in good faith. It is to 
be regretted that there cannot be a greater 
C()mmingling at this time between the citi~ens of 
the two sections, and particularly of those in· 
trusted with the law-making power. 

I did not give the operations of the Freed-
men's Bureau tha~ attentioJl. I would have done 
if more time had been at my disposal. Con versa­
tions on the subject., however, With officers con­
nected with the bureau lead me to think that in 
someoftheStatesitsaffairshavenotbeen conduct­
ed with good judgment or economy, and that the 
belief, widgly spread among the freedmen of the 
SC1uthern States, that the lands of their former 
owners will, at least in part, be divided among 
them, has come from the agent3 of this bureau. 
This belief is sc,riously interfering with the will­
ingness of the freedmen to make contracts for the 
coming year. In some form the Freedmen's 
Bureau is an ab~olute necessity until civil law 
is established and enforced, securing to the freed­
men their rights and full protection. At present, 
l1owever, it is independent of the military es­
tablishment (If the country, and seems to be 
operated by the different agents of the bureau 
according to t.heir individual notions. Every­
where Gener,il lloward, the able head of the 
bureau, mad fl friends by the just and fair ins true­
tions and advice he gave; but the complaint in 
South Carolina was, that when he left things 
went "n as lJefore. 1Iany, perhaps the majority, 
of tb<;J ager ts of the Freedmen's Bureau advise 
the freedmen that by their own industry they 
must expect to live. To this end they endeavor 
to ~ecure empbymen,t for them, and to see that 
boi.h contracting parties comply with their en-
gr.gements. In some instances, I am sorry to 
say, the freedmaa's mind does not seem to be· 
clisabused of the idea. that a freedman has the 
right to live without care or provision for the 
fuLnM. The effect of the belief in division of 
lands is idleness and accumulation in camps, 

towns, and cities. In such cases I think it will 
be found that vice and disease will tend to the 
extermination, or great reduction of the colored 
race. It cannot be expected that the opinions 
held by men at the ~outh for years can be 
changed in a day ; and therefore the freedmen 
require for a few years not~nly laws to protect 
them, but the fostering care of those who will 
give them good counsel, and in whom they can 
rely. 

'!'he Freedmen's Bureau, being separated 
from the military establishment of the country, 
requires all the expense of a separate or~aniza­
tion. One does not necessarily know w11at the 
other is doing, or what orders they are actin$ 
under. It seems to me this coulu be corrected 
by regarding every officer on dnty with troops 
in the ~outliern States as agents of the Freed­
men's Bureau, and then have all orders from· 
the head of the bureau sent through department 
commanders. This would create a responsibility 
that would secure uniformity of action through­
out all the South; would insure the orders and 
instructions from the head of the burean bein& 
carried out; ancl would relieve from dnty ane1 
pay a large number of employes of the Govern­
ment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, . U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant General. 
His Excellenc7 A. Jorrnso!:il, · 

President of the United States. 

Veto of the Freedmen's Bureau Bill, Februar1 
19, 1866. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I have examined with care the bill which 

originated in the Senate, and has been passed by 
tho two Houses of Congress, to amend an act 
entitled "An act to establish a Bureau for the 
relief of Freedmen and Refugees," and for other 
purposes. Having, with much regret, come to 
the conclusion that it would not be consistent 
with the public welfare to give my approval to 
the measure, I ret.urn the bill to the Senate with 
my objections to its becoming a law. 

I might call to mind, in advance of these ob­
jections, that there is no immediate necessity for 
the proposed measure. The act to establish a 
bureau for the relief of freedmen and refugees, 
which was approved in tho month of 1Iarch 
last, has not yet expired. It was thought strin­
gent and extensive enough for the purpose in 
view in ti:ue of war. Before it ceases to have 
effect, furfaer ex:rerience may assist to guide us 
to a wise conclus10n as to the policy to be adopted 
in time of peace. 
t[ share with Congress the strongest desire to 

secure to the freedmen the full enjoyment of 
their freedom and property, and their entire 
independence and equality in making contracts 
for their labnr; but the bill before me contains 
provisions which. in my opinion, are not war• 
r~nted by the Constitution, and jj,re not well 
suiLcd to :iccompltsh the end in view. 

The bill proposes to establish, by authority of 
Congress, military jurisdiction over all parts of 
the United States containing refugees and freP.d­
men. It would, by its verl nature, apply with 
most force to those parts of the U.,;ted States in 
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which t110 freedmen most abound; and it ex­
pressly extends tho existing temporary jurisrlic­
tion of tho freedmen's bureau, with greatly 
enlarged powers, over th0se States "in which 
the ordinary course of judicial proceedings h;i.s 
been interrupted by the rebellion." The source 
from which this milibry jnri~<liction is to eman­
ate is none other than the President of the United 
Sta.tes, acting through the War Department and 
the Commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau. 
The agents to carry out this military j uriscliction 
are to be selected either from the army or from 
civil life; the country is to be divided into dis­
tricts and sub-districts.and the number of salaried 
ngents to be employed may be equal to the num­
ber of counties or pMislrns in all the United States 
where freedmen a:id refugees are to be found. 

The subjects over which this mililary j uris­
diction is to extencl in every part of the United 
States include protection to ":i.11 emploves, 
:.gents, and officers of this bureau in the exercise 
of the duties imposed" upon them by the bill. 
In eleven States it is further to extend over all 
c,ises affecting freedmen and refugees discrimin­
ated against" by local law, custom, or prejudice." 
In those eleven States, the bill subjects any white 
person who may be charged v:ith depriving a 
freedman of "any civil rights or immunities be­
longing to white persons" to imprisonment or 
fine, or both, without, however, defining the 
"civil rights and immunities" which are thus to 
be secured to the freedmen by military law. 
This military jurisdiction also extends to all 
questions that rnay arise respecting contracts. 
The agent who is thus to exercise the office of a 
milita.ry judge may be a stranger, entirely igno­
r,wt of the laws of the place, and exposed to the 
errors of judgment to which all men are liable. 
The exercise of power, over which there is no 
legal supervi~ion, by so vast a number of agents 
as is contemplated by the bill, must, by the very 
nature of man, be attended by acts of caprice, 
injustice, and passion. 

The tri11ls, having their origin under this bill, 
are to take place w-ithout the intervention of a 
jury, and withoc:.t any fixed rules of law or 
evidence. The rules on which offences are to be 
"heard and determined" by the numerous agents 
are such rules and regulations as the President, 
through the War Department, shall prescribe. 
No previous presentment is required, nor any 
indictment charging the commission of a crime 
against the laws; but the trial must proceed on 
charges and specifications. The punishment 
will be-not what the law declares, but such as 
a court-martial may think proper; and from· 
these arbitrary tribunals there lies no appeal, 
no writ of error to any of the courts in which 
the Constitution of the United States vests exclu­
sively the judicial power of the country. 

While the territory and the classes of actions 
and offences that are made subject to the measure 
are so extensive, the bill itself, should it become 
a law, will have no limitation in point of time, 
but will form a part of the permanent legisla­
ti,m of t.he country. I cannot reconcile a sys­
tem o! military jurisdiction of this kind with 
the words of the Constitution, which declare 
that "no person shall be held to answer for a 
capital or otherwise infamous crime unless upon 

a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, 
except in cases arising in the land and. naval 
forces, or in the militia when in actual service 
in time of war or public danger;" and that "in 
all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State or district wherein 
the crime shall have been committed." The 
safeguards which the experience and wisdom of 
ages taught our fathers to establish as securities 
for the protection of the innocent, the -punish­
ment of the guilty, and the equal admmistra­
tion of justice, are to be set aside, and, ·for the 
sake of a more vigorous interposition in behalf 
of justice, we are to take the risks of the many 
acts of injustice that would necessarily follow 
from an almost countless number of agents, es­
tablished in every parish or county, in nearly 
a third of the States of the Union, over whose 
decisions there is to be no supervision or control 
by the federal courts. The power that would 
be thus placed in the hands of the President is 
such as m time of peace certainly ought never 
to be intrusted to anv one man. 

If it be asked whe-ther the creation of such a. 
tribunal within a State is warranted as a meas­
ure of war, the question immediately presents 
itself whether we are still engaged in war. Let 
us not unnecessarily disturb the commerce, and 
credit, and industry of the country, by declar­
ing to the American people and to the world 
that the United States are still in a condition of 
civil war. At present there is no part of our 
country in which the authority of the United 
States is disputed. Offences that may be com­
mitted by individuals should not work a for­
feiture of the %hts of whole communities_ 
The country has returned or is returning to a. 
state of peace and industry, a.i,d the rebellion 
is, in fact, at an end. The measure, therefore, 
seems to be as inconsistent with the actual con­
dition of the country as it is at variance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

If, passing from general considerations, we ex­
amine the bill in detail, it is open to weighty 
objections. 

In time of war it was eminently proper that 
we should provide for those who were passing 
suddenlv from a condition of bondage to a state 
of freedom.* But this bill proposes to make the 

*I have ohtained from an offi.ci:\l source the following 
statement, not of the number of persons relieved, Lut 
of the number of ration3 issued by the .Freedmen's Bu­
reau, in each State, from June 1, 186.7, to April 1, 1866-ton 
months: 

R,ju_qe,s, Frmlmm. Tnfal. 
Virginia ....... -............ -,-,..... 4,6% 1,676,1:J7 1,6S0,762 

North Carolina.................... 414i4 902,776 907,450 
South Carolina and Georgia 2-U)i4- 8Gl,6;J3 886,627 
Alabama............................. 879,353 3114,215 1,243.568 
Louisiana.................. -....... 4 1330 296,"4.31 300,'iftl 
Texas .............._................. 166 3.521 3,687 

Mississippi.......................... 33,489 308,391 3U,8SO 

Arkansas........................... 1,00-1,B62 715,572 1 7''0 -li14 

Kentucky and Tennessee.... 87,180 306.960 'aii.1\..0 

District of Columbia........,_.. 3,83! 440,626 41-1,460 


2,0!7,297 5,876,272 7,923,669 
Total number of rations issued to freedmen for 

ten n1onths ................................................ .. 5,876,:J72 

Total number of rations issued to refugees ......... ~,0,17,297 


Total number of rations Issued to whites o.nd 
blncks for ten months, from Jnne 1, 1865, t"' 

Al!ril 1, 1866.. ., •• ,ou-•H•"'"••••••••••••.,,.,..,••••••., 7,IJ23,56i 
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Freedmen's Bureau, established by the act of18G5, 
as one of many great and extraordinary military 
measures to suppress a formidable rebellion, a 
permanent branch of the public administration, 
with its powers greatly enlarged. I have no 
reason to suppose, and I do not understand it to 
be ::illeged, that the act of March, 18G5, has proved 
deficient for the purpose for which it w::is passed, 
although at that lime, and for a considerable 
period thereafter, the Government of the United 
States remained unacknow !edged in most of the 
States whose inhabitants had been involved in 
the rebellion. The institution of slavery, for the 
milit::iry destruction of which the Freedmen's 
Bureau was called into existence as an auxiliary, 
has been already effectually and finaJly abroga­
ted throughout the whole country by an amend­
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 
and practically its eradication has received the 
-a,ssen t and concurrence of most of those States in 
tvhich it at any time had an existence. I am 
not, therefore, able to discern in the condition of 
the country anything to ju_stify an apprehension 
that the powers and agencies of the Freedmen's 
Bureau, which were effective for the protection 
of freedmen and refugees during the actual con­
tinuance of hostilitie, and of African servitude, 
will now, in a time of peace, and after the a.bolition 
of slavery, prove inadequate to the same proper 
ends. If I am correct in these views there can 
be no necessity for the enlargement of the pow­
ers of the bureau for which provision is made in 
the bill. 

· The third section of the bill authorizes a gen­
eral and unlimited grant of support to the des­
titute and suffering refugees and freedmen, their 
wives and children. Succeeding sections make 
provision for the rent or purchase of landed es­
ta~es for freeciaiM\-,-and for the erection for their 
benefit of suitable buildings for asylums and 
schools-the expenses to be defrayed from the 
treasury of the whole people. The Congress of 
the Unit..,,[ States has never heretofore thought 
itself empowered to establish asylums beyond 
the limits of the District of Columbia, except for 
the benefit of our disabled soldiers and sailors. 
It has never founded schools for any class of 
our ov-n people; not even for the orphans of 
those wuo have fallen in the defence of the 
Union, but has left the care of education to the 
much more competent and efficient control of 
the Sle,tes, of communities, of private associa­
tions, and of individuals. It has never deemed 
itself authorized to expend the public money for 
the r->,nt or purchase of homes for the thousands, 
not to say millions, of the white race who are 
honestly toiling from day to day for their sub­
sistence, A system for the support of indigent 
persons in the United States was never contem­
plated by the authors of the Constitution; nor 
c,1n any good reason be advanced why, as a per­
manent establishment, it should be founded for 
one class or color of our people more than an­
other. Pending the war manv refugees and 
freedmen received support from the Government, 
but it was never rntended that they should 
thenceforth be fed, clothed, educated, and shel­
tered by the United States. The idea on which 
the slaves were assisted to freedom was, that on 
becoming free they would be a self-sustaining 
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population. Any legislation that shall imply 
that they are not expected to atlain a self-sus­
tainin::; condition must ha•;a a tendency injuri­
ous alike to their character and their prospects. 

The apI1ointmentof an agent fo,· every county 
and paris 1 will create an 11nmense :-,~lronage; 
and the expense of the numerous ofucers and 
their clerks, to be appointed by the President, 
will be great in the beginning, with a tendf,ncy 
steadily to increase. Tl1e appror,ciations asked 
by tho Freedmen's Bureau, as now esta\1lished 
for the year ISGG, amount to $11,745,000. It 
may be safely estimated that the cost_ to be in­
curred under the ponding bill will require double 
that amount-more than tho entire sum expended 
in any one year under the administration of the 
second Adams. If the presence of agents in 
every parish and county 1s to be considered as a 
war measure, opposition, or even resistance, 
might be proYoked; so that, to give elfe~t to 
their jnrisdiction, troops would have to be sta­
tioned within reach of every one of them, and 
thus a large standing force be rendered neces­
sary. Large appropriations would, therefore, 
be required to sustain and enforce military ju­
risdiction in every county or parish from the 
Potomac to the Rio Grande. The condition of 
our fiscal affairs is encouraging; but, in order to 
sustain the present measure of public confidence, 
it is necessary that we practice, not merely cus­
tomary economy, but, as far as possible, severe 
retrenchment. 
· In addition to the objections already stated, 

the fifth section of the bill proposes to take 
away land from its former owners without any 
legal proceedings being first had, contrary to 
that provision of the Constitution which declares 
that no person shall "be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property without due process of law." It 
does not appe:,.r that. a part of the lands to 
which this section refers may not be owned by 
minors, or persons of unsound mind, or by those. 
who have been faithful to all their obligations 
as citizens cf the United States. If any por­
tion of the land is held by such persons, it 'is-not 
competent for any authority to deprive them of 
it. If, on the other hand, it be found that the 
property is liable to confiscation, even then it 
cannot be appropriated to public: purposes until, 
by due process of law, it shall have been de­
clared forfeited to the Government. 

There is still further objection to the bill on 
grounds seriously affecting the class of persons 
to whom it is designed to bring relief. It will 
tend to keep the mind of the freedman in a 
state of uncertain expectation and rec tlessness, 
while to those among whom he lives it will be 
a source of constant and vague apprehension. 

Undoubtedly the freedman should he protected, 
but he should be protected by the civil authorities, 
especially by the exercise of all the constitutional 
powers of 'the courts of the United States and of 
the States. His condition is not so exposed as may 
at first be imagined. He is in a portion of the 
country where his labor cannot well be spared. 
Competition for his services from planters, from 
those who are constructing or repairing rail­
roads, and from capitalists in his vicinage, or 
from other States, will enable him to command 
almost his own terms. He also possesses a per­
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feet right to change his pl~ce of abode; a:nd if, of the people of ihat portion of the country ir 
therefore, pe does n.ot fin~ m one comm~mty or an additional reason why they need, and should 
State a mode of. life suit.ed to his desires, or have, Representatives of their own in Congress, 
proper remuneration for his l~bor, he can move· to explain their condition, reply to accusations, 
to another, where that labor is more esteemed 
and be.tter reward~d. In truth, howe~er, each 
Sta.te, mduced by its own wants and mt.erests, 
will ?O what.is necessary and proper !o retain 
witlHu its borders all t.he labor that 1s needed 
for the development of its resources: Th~ la\ys 
tha.t regulate supply and demand will mamtam 
their force, and tho wages of the laborer will 
be regubted thereby. There is no danger that 
the excee<lmgly great demand fqr labor will 
not operate in favor of the laborer. 

~.either is sufficient consideration given to the 
ability of the freedmen to protect and take care 
of themselves. It is no more than justice to them 
to believe that as they have received their free­
dom wtth m~derat1on and forbert_ra_nce, so they 
will distmgurnh themselves by thetr rndustry and 
thrift, and soon show the world that in a condi­
tion of freedom they are self-sustaining, capable 
of selectmg their own employment and their own 
places of :1bode, of insisting for tltemselves on a 
proper remuneration, and of establishing and 

and a.ssist, by their local knowledge, in the per· 
fecting of measures immediately affecting them­
selves.,· '\Vhile the liberty of deliberation would 
then be free, and Congress would have full 
power to decide according to its judgment, 
there .could be no objection urged tha! the States 
most mterested had not been permitted to be 
heard. Tho principle is firmly fixed in the 
minds of the American people, that there should 
~e no taxation without representation. Great 
burdens have now to be borne by all the coun­
try, and we may best demand that they shall be 
borne without m11rmur when they are voted by 
a majority of the representatives of all the peo­
ple. I would not mterfere with the unqucs­
tionable right of Congress to judge, each house 
for itself, "of the elections, returns, and qualifi­
cations of its own members." But that author­
ity cannot be construed as including the right 
to shut out, in time of peace, any State from the 
representation to which it is entitled by the 
Cons'titution. At present all the people of eleven 

maintaining their own asylums and schools. It Strttes are excluded-tbos•who were most faith­
is earnestly hoped that, instead of wasting away, ful durino the war not less than others. The 
they will, by their own efforts, establish for them- State of 'fennessee, for instance, whose authori­
selvesaconditionofrespectability and prosperity. ties engaged in rebellion, was restored to all her 
It is certain that they can attain to that condition constitutional relations to the Union by the pa­
only through their own merits and exertions. triotism and energy of her injured and betrayed 

In this connexion the query presents itself people. Before the war was brought to a ter­
whether the system proposed by the bill will not, mination they had placed themselves in rela­
when put into complete operation, practically tions with the General Government, had estab­
transfer the entire care, support, and control of lished a State government of their own, and, as 
four millions of emancipated sbves to agents, 
overseers, or task-masters, who, appointed at 
Washington, are to. be located in every county 
and parish throughout the United States contain­
ing freedmen and refugees? Such a system would 
inevitably tend to a concentration of power in the 
Executive, which would enable him, il so disposed, 
to control the action of this numerous class, and 
use them for the attainment of his own political 
ends. 

I cannot but add another very grave objection 
to this bill. The Constitution imperatively de­
clares, in connection with taxat10n, that each 
State SIIALL have at least one Representative, 
and fixes the rule for the number to which, in 
future times, each St.ate shall be entitled. It 
also provides that the Senate of the United 
States SHALL be composed of two Senators from 
each State; and adds, with peculiar force, "that 
no State, without its consent, shall be deprived 
of its equal suffrage in the Senate." The origi­
nal act was necessarily passed in the absence of 
the States chiefly to be affected, because their 
people were then contumaciously engaged in the 
rebellion. Now the case is changed, and some, 
at least, of those States are attending Congress 
by loyal representatives, soliciting the allow­
ance of the constitutional right of representa­
tion. At the time, however, of the considera­
tion and the passage of this bill, there was no 
Senator or Representative in Congress from the 
eleven States which are to he mainly affect~d 
by its provisions. The very fact that reI_Jorts 
were and are made against the good disposition 

they were not included in the emancipation proc­
lamation, they, by their own act, had amended 
their constitution so as to abolish slavery within 
the limits of their State. I know no reason why 
the State of Tennessee, for example, should not 
fully enjoy" all her constitutional relations to 
the United States." 

The Presi<lent of the United States stands to­
wards the country in a somewhat different atti­
tude from that of any member of Congress. 
Each member of Congress is chosen from a sin­
gle district or State; the President is chosen by 
the people of all the States. As eleven States 
are not at this time represented in either branch 
of Congress, it would seem to be bis duty, on 
all proper occasions, to present their just claims 
to Congress. There always will be differences 
.of opinion in the community, and individuals 
may be guilty of transgressions of the law, but 
these do not constitute valid objections against 
the right of a State to representat10n. I would 
in nowise interfere with the discretion of Con­
gress with regard to the qualifications of mem­
bers; but I hold it my duty to recommend to 
you, in the interests· of peace and in the interests 
of Union, the admission of every State to its 
Rbare in public legislation, whe~, ho~ever in­
subordinate, insurgent, or :r:ebell1ous 1ts p~ople 
may have been, it presents itself not onlY: man 
attitude of loyalty and harmony, but m the 
persons of representatives wlJo?e _loyalty ~an­
not be questioned under any ~x1Stmg const1tu­
tional or legal test. It is plain that an indefinite 
or permanent -exclusion of any part or the 
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country from representation must be attended 
by a spirit of disquiet and complaint. It is un­
wise and dangerous b~ pursue a course of meas­
ures which will unite a very large section of the 
country against another section of the country, 
however much the latter may prepon<ierate. 
The course of emigration, the development of 
industry and business, and naturnl causes, will 
raise up at the South men as devoted to the 
Union as those of any other part of the land. 
But if they are all excluded from Congress; if, 
in a permanent statute, they are declared not 
to be in full constitutional relations to the 
country, they may think they have cause to be-· 
come a unit m feeling and sentiment against the 
Government. Under the political education of 
the American people, the idea is inherent, and 
and ineradicable, that the consent of the majority 
of the whole people is necessary to secure a 
willing acquiescence in legislation. 

The bill under consideration refers to certn,in 
of the Stutes as though they had not " been 
fully restored in all their constitutional relations 
to the United-States." If they have not, let us 
at once act together to secure that desirable end 
at the earliest possi1* moment.. It is hardly 
necessary for me to inform Congress that, in my 
own judgment, most of those States, so far, at 
least, as depends upon their own action, have 
already been fully restored, and are to be deemed 
as entitled to enjov their constitutional rights 
as members of the Union.* Reasoning from the 

* In responso to this suggestion, this action took place in 
(',ongress: 

INhen Representatives sl:.a.ll be Admitted from 
States declared in Insurrection. 

IN HousE. 
February 20, 18GG-Mr. Stevens, from the 

C:ommittee on Reconstruction, reported this 
~oncurrent resolution: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
{the Sena.ta concurring,) That, in order to close 
agitation upon a question which seems likely to 
disturb the action of the Government, as well 
as to quiet the uncertainty which is agitating 
the minds of the people of the eleven States 
which have been declared to be in insurrection, 
no Senator or Representative shall be admitted 
into either branch of Con"ress from any of said 
States until Congress shall have declared such 
State entitled to such representation. 

Which was agreed to-yeas 109, nays 40, as 
follow: · 

YE.~s-l\lessrs. Allison, Anderson, James M. Ashley, Baker, 
Baldwin, Banks. Baxter, Beaman, Benjamin, Bidwell, Bing­
ham. Blaine, Boutwe11, Brandegef), Bromwell, llroomall, 
Buckland, Sidney Clnrke, CoUU, Conkling, Cook, Cullom, 
Dawes, Defret>!-1, Deming, Donntlly, Driggs, Eckley. Eggles­
ton, Eliot, Farnsworth, Farquhar, Ferry, Garfield, Grinnell, 
Griswold, Abner O. Harding, Hart, IInyP.s, Henderson, 
Higby, Uolmt·s, Hooper, llotchki8s, Al::l:8.l1el ·W. Hubbard, 
Chester D. lluLLard, IJem"" Iluuhard,jr., John II. Hubbard, 
James R. Hubbell, llulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, 
Kelley, Kelso, Ketcham, Lafliu, Geor~e V. Lawrence. \Vil­
liam Lawrence, Loan, Longyear, Lynch, :Marston, l\JcClurg, 
::&Iclncloe. McKee, McRuer, Mercur. ~Ioorhead, Morrill, 
Morris, l\Ioulton, Myers, O'Neill. Orth, Paine, Patterson, 
Perham, Pike, Plante, Pomeroy, Price, ,Villiam IL Randall, 
John H. Rice, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shellallarger, 
Sloan, ~palding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, John L. Thomas, 
jr., TjO"VlJri<lge, Upson, Van Aernam, Burt Yan Horn, 
Wurd, Wa.rner,Ellihu B. Washburne, "'illiam B. ,vashburn, 
Welk11r, \Yentworth, ,vnliams, Jnmee F. \Yilson, Stephen 
11. Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge-109, 

Constitution itself, and from the actual situation 
of the country, I feel not only entitled, but bound 
to assume that, with the federal courts restored, 
and those of the several States in the full exer­
cise of their functions, the rights and interests of 
all classes of the people will, with the aid of the 
military in cases of resistance to the laws, be 
essentially protected against unconstitutional 
infringement or violation. Should this expec­
tation unhappily fail, which I do not anticipate, 
then the Executive is already fully armed with 
the powerA conferred by the act of March, 18G5, 
establishing tpe Freedmen's Bureau, and here­
after, as heretofore, he can employ the land and 
naval forces of the country to suppress insurrec­
tion or to overcome obstructions to the laws. 

In accordance with the Constitution I return 
the bill to the Senate, in the earnest hope that a 
measure 1nvolving questions and interests so 
important to the country will not become a law, 
unless, upon deliberate consideration by the peo­
ple, it shall receive the sanction of an enlightened 
public judgment. ANDREW JORNSON, 

\VASHINGTON,.February 10, lSGG. • 

Copy of the Bill Vetoed. 
AN AcT to amend an act entitled "An act to 

establish a Bureau for the relief of Freedmen 
and Refugees," and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted, &c., That the act to eatablish a 

NAYS-1\fe~srs. Ber,r1en, Boyer, Brooks, Chanler, Cn..ffrnth, 
Dawson, EldridgP,, Finck, GlossbrPnnr.r, Goorll,ear, Grider, 
Hale, .Aaron ]larding, llogan, Ilumphrey. Kerr, Latham, 
J.larshall, J.lcCullough, Newell, l\'i/,lack, Kicholson, Phelps, 
Radford, S·1mucl J. Randall, Raymond, Rittrr, Rogeis, 
Ross, Rous:1eau 1 Slwnklin, Sit,qre,ive.,;, Smith, 1'aher, 1'ayl<n"1 
Thornton, Trimbl,e, Voorhees, Whaley, IVrigltt--10. 

February 21-A motion to reconsider the 
above vote.having been entered, Mr. Stevens 
moved to lay it on the table; which was agreed 
to-yeas 108, nays 38, as follow: 

YE.\B-~Icssrs. Allison, Anderson, Delos R. A1,hley, James 
M. Ashley, Baker, Ilaldwin, Banks, Darker, Ilaxter, Beaman, 
Benj,rn1ia, Bidwell, Dingham, .Blaine, lloutwcH, Bran<le­
ge~. Bromwell, Broomnll, Buckland, Reader ,v. Clarke, Cobb, 
Conkling, Cook, Cullom, Dawes, DefrPPS, Deming, Donne11y, 
Drip:gs, lJumout, Eckley, Eggleston, Eliot, Farquhar, Ferry, 
Garfield, Griunell, Griswold, Al,ner C. llanling, llart, Hayes, 
Henderson, Higb,v, Holmes, Hooper, Asahd \V. Hubbard, 
Demns Uubbanl, jr., John II. Ilnl>bard, Jam<'s R. llubbell, 
1Iul1Jur1I, Ingersoll, Jcnckes, Ju1ia11, Kellt-y, Ketcham, Laf. 
lin, Geor.::e V .Lawrence, ,rmiam Lawrence, Lo;rn, Longycar, 
Lynch. 1\1 irston, Marvin, !HcClnrg, l\Iclmloe, 1\lcRtwr, l\Icr­
cur, Moorhead, l\Iorrill, 1\lorris, :Moulton, O'J\'1.'ill, Orth, Paine, 
Perham, Pike, Plants, Pomeroy, l'ric~. William II. Uandall, 
Alexander II. Rice, John II. Rice. Rollins, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Scofield. Shellabarger, Sloan, 8pahling, r-tarr, Stevens, 
Thayer. Francis 'l'homas, John L. 'l'homas. Jr., 'l'rLwbri<lg-e, 
Upson, YanAernam,DnrtVan Horn, \Vard, Warner, Ellihu 
B. Washlmrne, "'illiamB. \Vashliurn, \Vt>lker, \\'entworth, 
Williams,James F. Wilson, StephenF. Wilson, Windom­
108. 

NAYS-Messrs . .Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, B1'0oks, Co.ffroth, 
Dawson, Delano, Penisan, Eldridge, Finck, Glossbrenner, 
Goodyear, Grider, Robert S. Hale, Hogan, L'dwin N. Ilubbell, 
James .Jf. llumpl11·ey, Kl!rr, Lathnm. Alarslwll, .IUcOu1lough, 
Newell, JViblack, J,,~icholson, JYoell, !)helps, Radford, Ritter, 
Rogers, Ros.~, Rou~seau, Shanklin, Sitgreaves, Strouse, Taber, 
l'aylor, Trimble, Whaley-38. 

March 2-The SENATE passed the resolution ....., 
yeas 29, nays 18, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Anthony, Drown, Chandler, Clark, Con• 
ness, Cragin, Creswell, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Harris, 
Henderson, Howe, Kirkwood, Lane of In<lia.na, Morrill, Nye, 
Poland, Poml.'roy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, 
Trnn1bull, \\"ade, Willey, \rilliams, \Vilson, Yates-29. 

NAYS-Messrs. Buckalew, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittlo, 
Guthrie, Hendricks. Johnson, Lane of Kausae, McDougall, 
Morgan, l\"esmilh, Norton, Riddi,e, Saulsbury, Stewart, 
Stockton, Van Winkle-18. 
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• 
bureau for the relief of freedmen and refugees, 
approved 1,larch three, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-five, shall continue in force until otherwise 
provided by bw, and shall extend _to refugees 
and freedmen rn all parts of the Urnted ::States; 
and the Presi,lent may divide the section of coun­
try containing such refugees and freedmen into 
districts, each containing one or more States, 
not to exceed twelve in number, and, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Seuate, ap­
point an assistant commissioner for each of said 
districts, who shall give like bond, receive the 
compensation, and perform the duties prescribed 
by tl1is and the act to wliich this is an amend­
ment; or said bureau may, in the discretion of 
the President, be placed under a commissioner 
and assistant commissioners, to be detailed from 
the army; in which event each officer so assigned 
to duty shall serve without incre,i,se of pay or 
allowances. 

SEC. 2. That the commissioner, with the ap­
prov:il of the President, and when the same 
shall be necess~ry for the operations of the bu­
rnau, may divide each district into a number of 
suh-distncts, not to exceed the number of coun­
ties or parishes in such district, and shall assign 
to each sub-district at least one agent, either a 
citizen, officer of the army, or enlisted man, 
who, if n,n officer, shall serve without additional 
compens,ition or allowance, and if a citizen or 
enlisted man, shall receive a salary of not less 
than five hundred dollars nor more than twelve 
hundteJ dollars annually, according to the ser­
vices rendered, in full compensation for such 
Rervices; and such agent shall, before entering 
on the duties of his office, take the oath pre­
scribed in the first Rection of the ii.ct to which 
this is an amendment. And the commissioner 
may, when the same shall be necessary, assign 
to each a,si;;tan t commissioner not exceedrng 
three clerks, and to each of said agents one 
clerk, at an annual salary not exceeding one 
thousand dolbrs each, provided suitable clerks 
cannot be detailed from the army. And the 
President of the United States, through the War 
Department and 'the commissioner, shall extend 
military jurisdiction and protection over all em­
ployes, agents, and officers of this bureau in the 
exercise of the duties imposed or authorized by 
this act or the act to which this is additional. 

SEC. 3. That the Secretary of War may direct 
such issues of provisions, clothing, fuel, and 
other supplies, including medical stores and 
transportation, and afford such aid, medical or 
otherwise, as he may deem needful for the im­
mediate and temrorary shelter and supply of 
destitute and sufiering refugees and freedmen, 
their wives and children, under rnch rules and 
regulations as he may direct: Provided, That 
no person shall be deemed "destitute," "suffer­
ing," or "dependent upon the Government for 
support," within the meaning of this 3.ct, who, 
being able to find employment, conld by proper 
industry and exertion avoid such destitution, 
sufierina, or dependence. , 

SEC. 4. That the President is hereby author­
ized to reserve from sale, or from settlement, 
under the homestead or pre-emption laws, and to 
set apart for the use of freedmen and loyal refu­
gees, male,or female, unoccupied public lands in 

Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, an\l 
Arkansas, not exce.eding in all three millions of 
acres of good land; and the commissioner, unaer 
the direction of the President, shall cause thG 
same from time to time to be allotted and as• 
signed, in parcels not exceeding forty acres each, 
to the· loyal refugees and freedmen, who shall be 
protected in the use and enjoyment thereof for 
such term of time and at such annual rent as 
may be agreed on between the commissioner and 
such refugees or freedmen. The rental shall be 
b,i,sed upon a valuation of the land, to be ascer­
tained in such manner as the commissioner may, 
under the direction of the President, by regulation 
prescribe. At the end of such term, or sooner, 
if the commissioner shall assent thereto, the 
occupants of any parcels so assigned, their heirs 
and assigns, may purchase the land and receive 
a title thereto from the United States in fee, upon 
paying therefor the value of the land ascertained 
as aforesaid. 

SEC. 5. That the occnpants of land under 
Major General Sherman's special field order, 
dated at Savi,nnah, January sixteen, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, are hereby confirmed in 
their possession for the period of three years 
from the date of said order, and no person shn,ll 
be disturbed in or ousted from said possession 
during said three years, unless asettlerncntshall 
be made with said occupant, by the former 
owner, his heirs or assigns, satisfoctory to the 
commissioner of the Freedmen's Dureau: Pro· 
vided, That whenever the former owners of land~ 
occupied under General Sherman's field order 
shall make application for restoration of said 
lands, the commissioner is hereby authorized, 
upon the agreement and with the written con­
sent of said occupants, to procure other lands 
for them by rent or purchase, not exceeJing forty 
acres for each occupant, upon the terms and con­
ditions named.in section four of this act, or to 
set apart for them, out of the public lands as­
signed for that purpose in section four of this 
act, forty acres each, upon the same terms and 
conditions. 

SEC. 6. That the commissioner shall, under the 
direction of the President, procure in thA namt> . 
of the United States, by grant or purchase, such 
lands within the districts aforesaid a.~ may be 
required for refugees and freedmen dependent on 
t11e Government for support; and he shall pro­
vide or cause to be erected suitable buildings for 
asylums and schools. But no such purchase 
shall be made, nor contract for the same entered 
into, nor other expense incurred, until after ap­
propriations shall have been ;rovided by Con­
gress for such purposes. An no payment shall 
be made for lands purchased under this section, 
except for asylums and schools, from any moneys 
not specifically appropriated tbenlfor. And the 
commissioner shall cause such lairds from time 
to time to be valued, allotted, assigned, and sold 
in manner and form provided in the fo.urth sec­
tion of this act, at a price not less than the cost 
thereof to the United States. 

SEC. 7. That whenever in any State or district 
in which the. ordinary course of judicial :i.iro­
ceedings has been interrupted by the rebellion, 
and wherein, in consequence of•any State or 
local law, ordinance, police or other regulation, 

0 
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?ustom,. ?r prejudlc_e, any of ~he civil rights or 
1mmunil1e_s belongmg to wlnte persons, inclu­
dmg the right to make and enforce contracts, to 
sue, be parties, and give evidence, to inherit., 
purchase, le:ise, sell, hold and convey real and 
personal property, and to have full and equal 
benefit of all laws and proceedings for t.he 
security of person ,.nd estate, including the 
constitutional right cf bearing arms are refused 
or denied to ncgroes, mulattoes, freddmen, refu­
gees, or any other persons, on accour.t of rnce, 
?olor, or any prev10us condition of slavery or 
mvoluntary serv:1tude, or wherein they or any 
of them are subjected to any other or d1fferen t 
punishment, pains, or penalties, for the commis­
sion of any act or offence than are prescribed 
for white persons committing like acts or olTP,n­
ces, 1t shall be the duty of the Presi<lent of the 
United _States, through the commissioner, to ex­
tend nulnary protection and jurisdiction over 
all ?ases affecting such persons so discnminated 
agamst. 

t:>Ec. 8. That any person who, un<ler color of 
any Sta_te or local law, ordinance, police, or other 
regulal10n o_r custom, shall, in any State or dis­
trict m which the ordmary course of ju<licial 
proceedings has been interrupted by the rebel­
,ion, subjeGt, or cause to be subjected, any negro, 
mulatto, free<lman, refugee, or other person, on 
acc_ount of race or co_lor, or any previous con­
dition of slavery or mvoluntary servitude, or 
f?r _any other cause, to the deprirntion of any 
c1nl right _secured to white persons, or to any 
other or d11Terent pumshment than white rer­
sons are subject to for the commission of ike 
acts or offences, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misd_emeanor, and be punished by fine not ex­
ceedmg one thousand dollars, or imprisonment 
not exceedmg one year, or both; and it shall be 
the duty of the oflicers and aNents of this bu­
reau to take j 11risdiction of, an<l hear and deter­
mine all offences committed against the provi­
sions of this section, and also of all cases affect­
ing negroes, mulattoes, freedmen, refu,,ees, or 
other persons who are discriminated a~~inst in 
any of the particulars mentioned in tile prece­
ding section of this act, under such rules and 
regulations as the President of the United States, 
through the War Department, shall prescribe. 
The jurisdi_ction conferred Ly this and the pre­
cedrng sect10n on the olncers and agents of this 
liureau shall cease and determine whenever the 
discrimination on account of which it is con­
ferred ceases, and in no event to be exerci;;ed in 
a;1y State in which the ordinary course of judi­
cial />:oceedrngs has not been interrupted Ly the 
rebe hon, nor m ,my such State alter said t:>tate 
shall have been fully restored in al\ its constitu­
tional relations to the United States, and the 
courts of the State and of the United States 
within the sai!ie are not disturbed or stopped in 
the peaceable course of justice. 

SEc. 9. That all acts, or parts of acts, incon­
eistent with the provisions of this act, a.re here­
by repealed.

'!he votes on passing this bill were: 
IN t:>ENATE. 

1866, January 25-The bill passed-yeas 37, 
nays 10, as f<Jllow: 

Y.EAa-l\Iessn. A 11thonr, Brown, Chandler, C'lnrk, fon­
nesa, Cragin, Cre:swdl, Dixon, Doolittle, }'cssendtm, lfoot, 

F0ster, Grimes. IInrris, Ilf'ndc>rson, HowA.rd, Howe. Kirk• 
,~ood, L:me of Indiaun. Lano of I\nnsas. Morgan. Morrill 1 
Norton, N.yo, P<,la~~- Ponwro,v, H.nrn~ey, Slwrman, Sprngue, 
8~~·wart! ~umnc~:. irumbull, Van \'r"inkle, \Va<lc, Williams, 
,\ ileon, Iates-ui, 

NAYs-Mc~srs. Buckalew, D(ll'is, Guthrie, Ilend1·icks 
Johnson, McDougall, Riudle, &iulsbw·y, Stockton, }Vrigh~ 
10. 

IN IIousE. 
February 6-The bill passed-yeas 137 nays 

33, as follow: ' 
YEAS-)Jessrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anclerson, Delos R.. 

Ash1Py, .fomes :\I. Ashh•y, I?nkH, Ualdwin, B:rnks, Dnrkt•r 
Uaxtt'l', lfoiunan, Ih•njamin,IHdw<'ll, Ui1lglu.un 1 lllnilw, Uow: 
ll~rntwcll, llrnndegm:, Lro111well, llroomall, llnrnly, Render 
\\. (_:larke, S~drH'y Clarkl·, ColJU, Conkling. Cook, Cnllom, 
Darlin,!. Dans, Dawes, Jtefrees, Delano. Dl·ming, Dixon, 
1Jon11cll.r, lJriggs, Uumont, Eckky, E.i;:glc$ton, Eliot, l•'arns.. 
Wurth, .J.'arqnllar ..F<'rry, Garfield, Uriunell, Griswold, Hale, 
1\hnet· C. Ilarcling, Hart, Hayes, 11en<lers,·n, UigLy, llill 
IIolmC's, IIoop(•r, llotclikiss, Asalicl w·. IlnhlmrJ, Cheste; 
D. Ilulibanl, DN1rns llub1Jur1l, John II. IlnhLard, ,fames R. 
IIubLelJ, James llmnphrcy, I1t.(!:O S(lll, ,Jenckcs, Julian Kag. 
son, Kcll<·y, Keb=o, l~etcham, l\uykenda.11, Latlin. Latliam 
Georµ:e V. Lawrcuce, William LawrN1c1•, Loan, Luugyear: 
Lyn ·h, :Harston, !l~anin, i\Jcl 'lnrg, Mcindoe, )Jd{ee, 
~lcHner, l\lercur, ~11\l<•r, ~Ioorhead, llorrill, Murri:..:, l\lud-t 
ton, My<·r:s, Newell, o·~eilJ, Orth. l'aiat.~._Pattenmu, Perham, 
Phelps, Pike. Plnnts, llomeroy, Price, \\ illiatn ll. ltandall, 
Haymo11d, Alexan<ln II. llice~ Jolin II. Rice, R•>lliu~, Saw­
~·m-, S('heuck, Scofield. Shellabarger, Sloan, Smith. Spald· 
rng-. Sta.tr, Steven~, S.tilwell, 'l'!iayer, i<raucis 'lhornas, .John 
L. 'i'hunrns: 'l'rowJ.n·idge. l.Jpson, Y<tD Acrn:1111. Burt Vim Horn 
Rohl'l't '1'. \"an Ilorn. W11rd, \Varner, Ellihu H. Washlmrne' 
,.nllinm B. \\"ashl~~n·u, \\'elkt~ Wc11tworth. \\"hal1·y, \Vil! 
lrums, James F. \\ 1lsuu, Steplwn .l!'. \\"ilson, \\'iudom Wood­
Uridge-137. ' 

!'AYS-'.\les~rs. Boyer, ~f1'ooks, Chanler, Dawsnn, El1/ridr1e, 
F,r.ck, Glos.~bren11er, Gruler, Aaron flardiu.rr, llarris, J[o.. 
pan, J:,dwin.1.V. Jlubbell,JamP.S Al. Ilumphrey, Kerr, Le l.Jlrmd, 
;]lrirslu.fU, ;.licCull,,11,9h, J.Yiblack, 1Yicld>fson, 1\-oi..ll. Samuel, 
J. Randall, Rttler, Ro9ers, Ross. Ron~st.•an, Slwnklin., 
1,.\'itgr"ures, Strouse, Ta/Jer, ~Paglor, 1'/wrnton, Trimble 
lVrigltt-33. ' 

February 21-In Senate, the vote on passin" 
the bill, notwithstanding the objections of th~ 
President, was-yeas 30, nays 18, as follow: 

YE:.\S-:\Iessrs. Anthon)·, Brown, Chantller, Cl,1rk, Conness, 
Cragm. f'res\'..-ell, .Fessendt·n, .:Foster, Grimes, Harris Ilen­
<lerson, Iluwnrd, Howe, I{irkwoo<l, Lane of lu<lian:,,' Lane 
of Kamm~, Moni!J, Nye, Poland, Pomerov, Hamst•y, Rhcr­
mau, Sprague, Sumner, 'fru111Uull, w·aue, William~, '\Yilson, 
Yates-30. 

N.\Y~-I\lessrs_.Bucl;alew, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Guthrie, llcndrtcks, J1Jhn.son, .J/cDougull, :\lor,rau, l•tesmitlt0 

N~rton, Riddle, S«.ulsbury, 8tewart, Stockton, Ya.u Winkl~ 
,\1lley-l8. 

Two-thirds not having voted therefor, the bill 
faile<l. -­

Veto of the Civil Rights Dill, March 27, 1866, 
To the Senate of the United Btatcs: 

I regret that the bill which has passed both 
Houses of Cougress, entitled "An act to protect 
all persons in tl1e United States in their civil 
rights, and furnish the means of their vindica­
tion," contains provisions which I cannot ap­
prove, consistently with my sense of duty to the 
whole people, an_d m3; obligations to the Consti­
tution of the Umted .::itates. I am then-fore con­
strnined to return it to the Senate the house in 
which it originated, with my obj'ections to its 
becoming a law. 
. By the ~rst section of the bill all persons born 
m tlie U1med Sta:es, and not subject to any for­
eign power, exduling_ lndi.ins not taxed, are de­
clared to be c1t1zens ol the United States. This 
provision comprehend3 the Chinese of the Pa­
CJfic States, Indians subject to t,ixation, the peo­
ple called Gipsies, as well a~ the entire race des­
ignated as blacks, people of color, negroe~. mu­
!aUoes, and persons of African blood. Every 
md1v1dual Qf these races, born in the United 
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States, is by the bill made a citizen of the United 
~t[ltes. It ?oes not purport. to decbre or con.fer 
any other right of c1t1zensh1p than federnl citi­
zenship. It does not purport to give these classes 
of persons any status as citizens of States, ex­
cept that which may result from their status as 
citizens of the United States. The power to con­
fer the right of fit.ate citizenship is just as ex­
clusively with the several States as the power to 
confer the right of federal citizenship is with 
Congress. . 

'Ihe right of federal citizenship thus to be con­
ferred on the sever;;,! excepted races before men­
tioned, is now, for the first time, proposed to be 
given by law. If,. [IS is claimed by many, all 
persons who are native-born already am, by virtue 
of the Constitution, citizens of the United States, 
the passage of the pending bill cannot be neces­
sary to make them such. If, on the other baud, 
such persons are not citizens, as may be assumed 
from the proposed legislation to mak,i"them such, 
the grave question presents itself, whether, when 
eleven of the thirty-six i::itates are unrepresented 
in Congress at the present time, it is sound policy 
to make our en tire colored population and all 
other excepted classes citizens of the United 
States? Four millions of them have just 
emerged from slavery into freedom. Can it be 
reasonably supposed that they possess the requi­
site qualific[ltions to entitle them to all lhe priv­
ileges :ind immunities of citizens of the United 
States? Have the people of the several States 
expressed such a conviction? It may also be 

1 asked whether it is necessary that they should 
be declared citizens, in order that they may be 
secured in the enjoyment of the civil rights pro­
posed to be conferred by the bill? Those riahts 
are, by federal as well as State laws, secured' to 
all domiciled aliens and foreigners, even before 
the completion of the process of naturalization; 
and it may safely be assumed that the same 
enactments are sufficient to give like yrotection 
and benefits to those for whom this bil provides 
special legislation. Besides, the policy of the 
Government, from its origin to the present time, 
feems to have been that persons who are stran­
gers to and unfamiliar with our institutions and 
our laws should pass through a certain proba­
tion, at the end of which, before attaining the 
coveted prize, they must give evidence of their 
fitness to receive and to exercise the rights of cit­
izens, as con tern plated by the Constitution of the 
United States. The bill, in effect, proposes a 
discrimination against large numbers of intelli­
gent, worthy, and patriotic foreigners, and in 
favor of the negro, to whom, after long years of 
bondage, the avenues to freedom and intelligence 
have just now been suddenly opened. He must, 
of necessity, from his previous unfortunate con­
dition of servitude, be less informed as to the 
nature and cha1·acter of our institutions than be 
who, coming from abroad, has to some extent, 
at least, familiarized himself with the principles 
of a gov~!rnment to which he vol~ntarily i~­
trusts "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi­
ness." Yet it is now proposed, by a single l~g­
islative enactment, to confer the rights of citi­
zens upon aH persons of African descent born 
within the extended limits of the United States, 
while persons of foreign birth, who make our 

land their borne, must undergo a probation of five 
ye1irs, and can only then become citizens upon 
proof that they; are "of good moral character, 
attached to the principles of the Constitution of 
the United States, and well disposed to the good 
order and happiness of the same." 

The first section of tLe bill also contains an 
enumeration of the rights to be enjoyed by these 
classes, so made citizens, "in everv State and 
Territory in the United States." 1'hese rights 
are, '· to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be 
parties, and give evidence; to inherit, vurchase, 
lease, sell, hold, and convr.v real and personal 
pro11erty ;" and to have "full n.nd equal benefit of 
all laws and proceedings for the security ofpe~~,.m 
and property as is enjoyed by white citizens." 
So, too, they are made subject to the same punish­
ments, pn.ins, and penalties in common with white 
citizens, and to none other. Thus a perfect 
equality of the white and col0red races is at­
tempted to be fixed by federal law in every State 
of the U niou, over the vast field of State j urisdic­
tiou covered by these enumerated ri13hts. In no 
one of these C[ln any State ever exercise any 
power of discrimination between the different 
races. In tho exercise of State policy over mat­
ters exclusively aITe0ling the people of each State, 
it has frequently been thought expedient to dis­
criminate l,etwecn the two races. By the stat­
utes of some of the States, northern well as south­
ren, it is enacted, for instance, that no white 
person shall intermarry with a negro or mulatto. 
Chancellor Kent says, speaking of the blacks, that 
"marriages between them and the whites are for­
bidden in some of the States where slaverv does 
not exist, and they are prohibited in all the 

0 

eiave­
holding States ; and when not absolutely contrary 
to law, they are revolting, and regarded as an 
offence against public decorum." 

I do not say that this bill repeals Stal,e laws 
on the subject of marriage between the twJ races; 
for, as the whites are forbidden to inl-;rmarry 
with the blacks, the blacks on.n only m.i.ke such 
contracts as the whites themselves are i.llowed to 
make, and therefore connot, under thio bill, enter 
into the marriage contract with the whites. I 
cite this discrimination, however, as an instance 
of the Stn.te policy as to discrimination, and to in­
quire whether, if Congress C[ln abrogate all State 
laws of discrimination between the two race& in 
the matter of real estate, of suits, and of contracts 
generally, Congress may not also repen.l the State 
laws as to the con tract of marriage between 
the two races? Hitherto every subject embraced 
in the enumeration of rights contained in this 
bill hag been considered as exclusively belonging 
to the States. They all relate to the internal 
police and economy of the respeoti ve States. They 
are matters which in each State concern the do­
mestic condition of its people, vn.rying in each 
aocordin,., to its own peculiar circumstances and 
the safety and well-being of its own citizens. I 
do not mean to say that upon all these subjects 
there are not federal re$traints-as, for instance, 
in the State power of legislation over contracts, 
there is a federal limitation that no State shall 
pass a law impairing the obligations of contracts; 
and, as to crimes, that no State shall pass an ea: 
post facto law; and, as to money-, tlfat no State 
shall make anything but gold and silver a. legal 
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I tender. But where can we find a federal prohi­
bition against the power of any State to discrimi­
nate, as do most of them, between aliens and 
citizens, between artificial persons called corpora­
tions and natural persons, in the right to hold 
real e,tate? If it be granted that Congress can 
repeal all State laws discriminating between 
whites and blacks in the subjects cov•ired by this 
bill, why, it may be asked, may not Congress re­
peal, in the same way, all State bws discrimi­
nating between the two races on the subjects of 
suffrage and office? If Congress can detbre by 
law who shall holJ lands, who shall testify, who 
shall have capacity to make a contract in a State, 
then C-:rngress can by law also decla1:e who, 
without regard to color or race, shall have the 
right to sit as a juror or as a judge, to hold any 
oflice, and, finally, to vote, "in every State and 
Territory of the United States." As respects the 
Territories, they come within the power of Con­
gress, for as to them the law-making power is the 
federal power; but as to the States no similar 
provision exists vesting in Congress the power 
" to make rules and regulations " for them. 

The object of the second section of the bill i11 
o · afford discriminating protection to colored 

,iersons in the full enjoyment of all the rights 
secured to them by the preceding section. It de­
clares "that any person who, under color of 
any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or cus­
tom, shall subject, or cause to be subjected, any 
inhabitant of any State or Territory to the de­
privation of any right secured or protected by 
this act, or to different punishment, pn,ins, · or 
penalties, on account of such person having at 
any time been held in a condition of slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime, whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, or by reason of his color or race, than 
is prescribed for the punishment of white per­
sons, shn,ll be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, or impris­
onment not exceeding one year, or both, in the 
discretion of the court." This section seems to 
be designed to apply to some existing or future 
law of a State or 'rerritory which may conflict 
with the provisions of the bill now under con­
sideration. It provides for counteracting such 
forbidden legislation by imposing fine and im­
prisonment u_pon the legisbtors who may pass 
such conflictmo laws, or upon the officers or 
agents who shall put or attempt to put them into 
execution. It means an official offence-not a 
common crime committed agn,inst law upon the 
persons or property of the black race. Such an 
act may deprive the black man of his property, 
but not of the right to hold property. It means 
a deprivation of the right itself, either by the 
State judiciary or the State legislature. It is 
therefore assumed that under this sectiou mem­
bers of State legislatures who shourd vote for 
laws conflicting with the provisions of the bill, 
thn,t judges of the State courts who should ren­
der judgments in antagonism with its terms, and 
that marslmls and sheriffs who should, as minis­
terial officers, execute processes sanctioned by 
State laws and issued by State judges in execu­
tion of their judgments, could be brought before 
other tribunals, and there subjected to fine and 

imprisonment for th~--performance of the duties 
which such State laws might impose. The leg­
islation thus proposed invades the judicial power 
of the State. It Rays to every ~tate court or 
judge, if you decide that this act is unconstitu­
tional; if you refuse, under the prohibition of a 
State law, to n,llow a negro to testify; if you 
hold that over such a subject0 matter the State 
law is paramount, and "under color" of a Stn,te 
°law refuse the exercise of the right to the negro, 
your error of judgment, however conscientious, 
shall subject you to fine and imprisonment! I 
do not apprehend that the conflicting legislation 
which the bill seems to contemplate is so likely 
to occur as to render it necessary at this time to 
adopt a measure of such doubtful constitution­
ality. 

In the next place, this provision of the bill 
seems to be unnecessary, n,s adequate judicial 
remedies could be adopted to secure the desired 
end, without invading the immunities of legis­
lators, always important to be preserved in the 
interest of public liberty; without assailing the 
independence of the judiciary, always essentbl 
to the preservation of individual rights; and 
without impairing the efficiency of ministerial 
officers, always necessary for the mn,intenance of 
public peace and order. The remedy proposed 
by this section seems to be, in this respect, not 
only anomalous, but unconstitutional; for the 
Constitution guarantees nothing with certn,inty 
if it does not insure to the several States the 
right of making and executing laws in regard 
.to all matters arising within their jurisdiction, 
subject only to the restriction tlrnt, in ca,scs of 
c0nflict with the Constitution and constitutional 
laws of the United States, the btter should be 
held to be the supreme law of the lanJ. 

The third section gives the district courts of 
the United States exclusive "cogniwnce of all 
crimes and offences committed n,g,iinst the pro­
visions of this act," and concurrent jurisdiction 
with the circuit courts of the United States of 
all civil and criminal cases "affectin? persons 
who are denied, or cn,nnot enforce in the courts 
or judicial tribunals of the State or locality 
where they mn,y be, any of the rights secured to 
them by the first section." The construction 
which I havd given to the second section is 
strengthened by this third section, for it makes 
clear what kind of denial or deprivation of the 
rights secured by the first section was in con­
templation. It is a denial or dcfrivation of such 
rights" in the courts or judicia tribunals of the 
State." It stands, therefore, clear of doubt that 
the offence and the penalties proviJed in tbe 
second section are intended for tbe Stn,te judge, 
who, in the clear exercise of his fnn,:tions as a 
judge, not acting ministerially but judicia,lly, 
shall decide contrary to this fedora.I law. In 
other words, when a State j tvlge, n,cting u pou a 
question involving a conflict between a :State law 
and a federal law, and bound, according to his 
own judgment and responsibility, to give an 
impartin,l decision between the two, comes to the 
conclusion that the State law is valid and the 
federal law is invalid, he must not follow the 
dictates of his own jud~ment, at the peril of fine . 
and imprisonment. The legislative department 
of the Government of the United States thus 
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takes from tho judicial department of the States 
the sacred and exclusive duty of judicial decision, 
and converts the State jud,;e into a mere minig­
terial officer, bound to decide according to the 
will of Congress. 

It is clear that, in States which deny l..) per­
sons whose rights are secured by the first section 
of the bill any one of those rights, all criminal 
and civil cases affecting them will, by the pro­
visions of the third section, come under the ex­
clusive cognizance of the federal tribunals. It 
follows that if, in any State which denies to a 
colored person any one of all those rights, that 
person should commit a crime against the laws 
of a State-murder, arson, ral?e, or any other 
crime-all protection and pumshment through 
the courts of the State are taken away, and he 
can only be t.ried and lmnished in the federal 
conrts. How is the cnminal to be tried ? If 
the offence is provided for and punished by fed­
eral law, that law, and not the State law, is to 
govern. It is only when the offence does not 
liappen to be within the purview of federal law 
that the federal courts are to try and punish 
him under any other law. Then resort is to be 
had to the "common law, as modified and 
changed" by State legislation, "Sil far as the 
same is not inconsistent with the Constitution 
and laws of the United States." So that over 
this vast domain of criminal jurisprudence pro· 
vided by each State for the protection of its own 
citizens, and for the punishment of all persons 
who violate its criminal laws, federal law, when­
ever it can be made to.apply, displn.ces State law. 
The question here naturally arises, from what 
source Congress derives the power to transfer to 
federal tribunals certain classes of cases embraced 
in this section? The Constitution expressly de­
clares that the judicial power of the United 
States "shall extend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under ihis Constitution, the laws 
of th~ United States, and treaties made, or which 
shall be made under their authority; to all cases 
affecting ambassadors, other :public ministers and 
-consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction; to controTersies to which the 
United States shall be a party; to controversies 
between two or more States, between a State 
and citizens of another State, between citizens 
of different States, between citizens of the same 
State claiming land under grants of different 
States, and between a State, or the citizens there­
of, and foreign States, citizens, or subjects," 
Here the judicial power of the United States is 
expressly set forth and defined; and the act of 
September 24, 1789, establishing the judicial 
courts of the United States, in conferring UJ?on 
the federal courts jurisdiction over cases ongi­
nating in State tribunals, is careful to confine 
them to the classes enumerated in the above­
recited clause of the Constitution. This section 
of the bill undoubtedly comprehends cases and 
authorizes the exercise of powers that are not, 
by the Conatitution, within the jurisdiction of 
the courts of the United States. To transfer 
them to those courts would be an exercise of 
authority well calculated to excite distrust and 
alarm on the part of all the States; for the bill 
applies alike to all of them-as well to those 
that have as to those that have not been eog~.ged 
in rehellion. 

. It may be nssnmed tbat this authorit.51 is in­
cident to the po-.ver granted to Congi·ess by the 
Constitution, as recently amended, to enforce, 
by appropriate legislation, the article declaring 
that" neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whueof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction." It cannot, however, be 
justly claimed that, with a view to the enforce­
ment of this article of the Constitution, there ia 
at present any necessity for the exercise of all 
the powers which this bill confers. Slavery has 
been abolished, and at rresent nowhere exists 
·Wichin the jurisdiction o the United States; nor 
has there been, nor is it likely there will be, any 
attempt to revive it by the people or the States. 
If, however, any such attempt shall be made, it 
will then become the duty of the General Gov­
ernment to exercise any and all incidental 
powers necessary and proper to maintain invio­
late this great constitutional law of freedom. 

The fourth section of the bill provides that 
officers and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau 
shall be empowered to make arrests, and also 
that other officers may be specially commissioned 
for that purpose by the President of the United 
States. It also authorizes circuit courts of the 
United States and the superior courts of tha 
Territories to appoint, without limitation, com­
missioners, who are to be charged with the per· 
formance of quasi judicial duties. The fifth 
section empo,vers the commissioners so to bE. 
selected by the courts to appoint in writing, 
under their hands, one or more suitable rersons 
from time to time to execute warrants and other 
processes described by the bill. These numerous 
official agents are made to constitute a sort of 
police, in addition to tho military, and are au­
thorized to summon a posse comitatu.s, and even 
to call to their aid such portion of tne land and 
naval forces of the United States, or of the mili­
tia, " as may be necessary to the performance of 
the duty with which they arc cliarged." This 
extraordinary rower is to be conferred upon 
agents irresponsible to the Government and to 
the people, to whose number .the discretion of 
the commissioners is the only limit, and in whose 
hands such authority might be made a terrible 
engine of wrong, oppression, and fraud. The 
general statutes re&nlating the land and naval 
forces of the United States, the militia, and the 
execution of the laws, are believed to be ade­
quate for every emergency which can occur in 
time of peace. If it should prove otherwise 
Congress can at any time amend those laws in 
such a manner as, while subserving the publit 
welfare, _not to jeopard the ri6hts, interests, and 
liberties of the people. 

The seventh section provides that a fee of ten 
dollars shall be raid to each commissioner in 
every case brought before him, and a fee of five 
dollars to his deputy, or deputies," for each per­
son he or they may arrest and take before any 
such commissioner," "with such other fees as 
may be deemed reasonable by such commission," 
"in general for performing such other duties as 
may be required in the premises." All these 
f.,es are to be "paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States," whether there is a conviction or 
not; but in case of conviction they are to be 
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recoverable from the defendant. It seems to 
me tlw,t under the influence of such tomptalions 
bad men might convert any la,v, ho\vever bene­
ficent, into an instrument of persecution am! 
fraud. 

By the eighth section of the Lill the United 
States courts, which sit only in one place for 
white citizens, must migrate, with the marshal 
and district attorney, (an,J neces~:1rily with tlio 
clerk, al~hough ho is not ruentionccl,) to any 
part of t!ie district upon the orcler of tl,e rre,i­
dent, and there ho.Id a court "for the purpose 
of' the more speecly arr0st and trial of persons 
chargeJ with a Yiolalion of this act." anJ there 
the jurlge and officers of the court must remain, 
upon the order of the Pre:,ident, ·· for tho time 
therein designatecl." 

Tbe ninth section authorizes the President, or 
such person as ho may empower for th:1t pur­
rose, "to employ such part of the hind or nrcval 
forces of the United States or of the militia as 
shall be necessary to prevent the violation anJ 
enforce to due execution •>f this act." This 
language seems to imply :1 permanent military 
force, that is to be always .'1.t hand, and whose 
,inly business is to be the enforcement of this 
neasure over the v2.st regioJJ where it is intoncled 
o operate. 

I do not propose to consi ,ler the policy of this 
bill. To me the details of the bill seem fraught 
with evil. The white ra~o and the black race 
of the South have hitherh Jiyed together under 
the relation of master ar.cl slaye-capital own­
ing boor. Now, sud:hnly, that rebtion is 
changed, :tnd, as to r,wncrship, c:1pital and 
labor are divorced. '1''1q st:1nd now each m:1s­
ter of itself. In this uew rela.tion, one being 
necessary to the othr r, there will be :1 new ad­
justment, which b0tl1 are deeply interested in 
run.king harmoniou1. Each has equal power in 
settling the terms, and, if left to the laws that 
regulate capital r,nd labor, it is confidently be­
lieved that they will satisfactorily work out the 
problem. C:1pit il, it is true, has more intelli­
gence, but lahor is never so ignornnt as not to 
understand its own interests, not to know its 
own value, ·and.not to eee that capital must pay 
tl1:1t value. 

This bill frustrates this :1djustment. It inter­
venes between capital and labor, and attempts 
to settle questions of political economy throuah 
the agency of numerous officials, whose inter~st 
it will be to foment discord between the two 
races; for as the breach widens their employment 
will continue, and when it is closed their occu­
pation will terminate. 

In all our history, in all our experience as a 
people, living under federal and State law, no 
such system as that contemplated by the details 
of this bill has ever before been proposed or 
adopted. They establish for the security of the 
colored race safegnarcls which go-infinitely be­
yond any that the General Government has ever 
provided for the white race. In fact, the disc 
tinction of race and color is, by the bill, made to 
operate in favor of the colored and against the 
white race. They interfere with the municipal 
legislation of the States, with the relations 
existing exclusively between a State and it.s 
citizens, qr between inhabitants of tho same 

State--an absorption and assumption of power 
by tho General Government which, if :1cquiesced 
in, nrnst sap and destroy our foderative systE:m 
of limited powers, and break down the barriers 
which preserve· the rights of the States. It is 
another step, or rather stri<lo, tow:1rds central­
ization, and tlie concentration of all lcgisbli ve 
powers in the national Government. The t~n­
<lency of the Lill mu8t be to resuscitate the 
spirit of rebellion, and to arrest the progress 
of those inl1uences which :1re more closely draw­
ing around the States the bonds of union and 
pe:1ce. 

My L1mentecl predecessor, in bis proclamcition 
of the 1st of J:1nnary, 1SG3, ordered and de­
clare<l thi,t all persons held as slaves within 
certain States and parts of States therein clesig­
natecl were, and thenceforward should be free, 
and, further, that the executive· government of 
the United Strctrs, including tho military and 
n:1val authoritie< thereof, woulcl recognize and 
maintain the freedom of such persons. This 
guarantee has been rendere<l especially obliga­
tory and sacred by the amen<lment of the Con­
stitution abolishi,na slavery throughout the 
United States. I, ti1ereforo, fully recognize the 
obligation to protect and defend that class of 
our people, whenever and wherever it shall 
become necessary, and to the full extent com­
patible with the Constitution. of the United 
States. 

Entertaining these sentiments, it only re­
mains for me to say, that I will cheerfully co-op­
erate with Congress in :1ny measure that may 
be necessary for the proteclion of the civil rights 
of the freedmen, as well as thoso of all other 
classes of tersons throughout the U nitad States, 
by juclicia process, uncler equal ancl impartial 
laws, in cr:iformity with the provisions of the 
Fecleral C0nstitution. 

I now return tho bill to the Senate, and re­
gret that, in considering the bills and joint 
;esolutions-forty-two in number-which have 
been thus far submitted for my approval, I am 
r.ompelled to withhold my assent from a second 
measure that has received the s:1nction of both 
Houses of Congress. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 
WASIIINGTON, D. C., :March 27, 1866. 

Copy of tho Bill Vetoed. 
AN AcT to protect all persons in the Unitccl 

States in their civil rights, and furnish the 
means of their vindication. 
Be it enacted, &c., That all persons born in 

the United Stl\~es and not subject to any foreign 
power, excluding Indians, not taxed, are hereby 
aeclared to be citizens of the United States; 
and such citizens of every race and color, with­
out regard to any previous condition of slavery 
or' involuntary servitude, except as a punish­
ment for crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly <:onvicted, shall have the same right in 
every State and Territory in the United States to 
make and enforce contracts; to sue, be p:1rties, 
and give evidence; to inherit, purchase, lease, 
sell, hold, and convey real and personal property; 
and to full and equal benefit of all laws and 
proceedings for the security of person and prop­
erty as is enjoyed by white citizens, .. and shml 
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be subject to like run~h111ont, rains, and penal­
ties, rtnd to none other, any law, statute ordi­
nance, regulation, or custom, to t!1e co-ntrnry 
notwithstanding. • 

SEC. 2. That any person who, under color of 
any law, statute, ordinn.nce, regulation, or 
custom, sh::tll subject, or cause to be subjected, 
any inhabitant of any State or Territory to the 
deprivation of any ri~ht secured or protected 
by this act, or to di!Ierent punishment, pains, or 
penn.lties on account of such person havincr at 
any time been held in a condition of slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except as a pnnishment 
for crime whereof the party sluill have been 
duly convicted, or by reason of his color or 
race, than is prescriLeJ for the puniohment of 
white persons, shall be deemed guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and, on conviction, shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding one thous:ind dollars, or 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, 
in the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 3. That the district courts of the United 
States, within their respective districts, shall 
have, exclusively of the courts of the several 
States, cognizance of all crimes and offences 
committed against the provisions of this act, 
and also, concurrently with the circuit courts of 
the United States, of all causes, civil and crimi­
nal, affecting persons who are denied or cannot 
enforce in the courts or judicial tribunals of the 
State or locality where they may be any of the 
rights secured to them by the firnt section of this 
act; and if any enit or l)l'osecution, civil or crim­
inal, lrns been or sha 1 be commenced in any 
State court against any such person, for any 
cause whatsoever, or against any officer, civil or 
military, or other person, for any arrest or im­
prisonment, trespasses, or wrongs done or com·_ 
mitted by virtue or under color of authority 
derived from this act or the act establishing a 
bureau for the relief of freedmen and refugees, 
and all acts amendatorv thereof, or for refucing 
to do any act upon the· ground that it would be 
inconsistent with this act, such defendant shall 
have the right to remove rnch canse for trial to 
the proper district or circuit court in the manner 
prescribed liy the "Act relating to habeas corpus 
aud regulatrng judicial proceedings in certain 
cases," approved March three, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three. and all acts ameudatory thereof. 
'£he jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters 
hereby conferred on the district and circuit courts 
of the United States shall be exercised and en­
forced in conformity with the laws of the United 
States, so far as such laws :1,re suitable to carry 
the same into effect; but in all caoes where such 
laws are not adapted to the object, or are defi­
cient in the provisions necessary to furnish snit­
able remedies and punish offences against law, 
the common law, as modified and changed by 
the constitution and statutes of the State wherein 
the court, having jurisdiction of the cause, civil 
or criminal, is held, so far as the same is not 
incomistent with the Constitution and laws of 
United States, shall be exten,led to and govern 
said co•1rts in the trinl and di~posit.ion of such 
cause, :1,nd, if of a criminal n.1ture, in the infiic­
tio'1 of punishment on the party found guilty. 

SEc. 4. That the district attorneys, marshals, 
and deputy marshals of the United States, the 
comrnissionerE appointed by the circuit conrt a'nd 

territorial courts of the Un'.ted States, with pow­
ers of arresting, imprisoning, or bailing offenders 
agamst the laws of the United States, the officers 
and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and every 
other officer who may be specially empowered 
by the President of the United ilRttes, shall be, 
and they are hereby, speci:1,lly authorized and 
required, at the expense of the United States, to 
institute proceedings against all and every per· 
son who shall violate the provisions of this act, 
and cause him or them to be arrested and im· 
prisoned, or bailed, as the case may be, for trial 
before such court of the United :States or terri· 
torial court as by this act has cognizance of the 
offence. And with a view to affording reason­
able protection to itll persons in their constitu· 
tional rights of equality before the law, without 
distinction of race or color, or previous condi­
tion of slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as a puni,hment for crime, whereof the party 
shall have been duly com·icted, and to the rrompt 
discharge of the duties of this act, it shal be the 
duty of the circuit courts of the l;nited States 
and the snperior courts of the Territories of the 
United States, from time to time, to increase the 
num her of commissioners, so a,q to afford a speedy 
and convenient means for the arrest :1,nd exam1· 
nation of peffons charged with a violation of 
this act. Ancl such commissioners are herebv 
authorized and required to exercise :1,nd discharge 
all the powers and duties conferred on them by 
this act, and the same duties with regard to of· 
fences created by this act, as they are authorized 
by law to exercise with regard to other offences 
against the laws of the United States. 

SEc. 5. That it shall be the duty of all mar· 
shals and deputy marshals to obey a.nd executE 
all warrants and precepts issued under the pro, 
visions of this act, when to them directed; and 
should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to 
1·eceive such warrantor other process when ten­
dered, or to use all proper means diligently to 
execute the same, he shall, on conviction thereof, 
be fined in the sum of one thousand dollars, to 
the uBe of the person upon whom the accused is 
alleged to have committed the offence. And the 
better to enable the said commiss,oners to exe- · 
cute their duties faithfully and efficiently, in 
conformity with tbe Constitution of the United 
States and the requirements of this act, they are 
hereby a.uthorized and empowered, within their 
connt1e~ respectively, to appoint, in writing, 
under their hands, any one or more suitable per­
sons, from time to time, to execnte a.ll such war­
rant~ and other process that may be issued by 
them in the lawful performance of their respect, 
ive dnt.ies; and the persons so appointed to exe­
cute any warrant or process as aforesaid shall 
have authority to summon and call to their aid 
the bystanders or the posse comitatus of the 
proper county, or such portion of the land nnd 
naval forces of the United States, or of the mili­
tia, as may be necessary to the performance of 
the duty with which they are charged, and to 
insure a faithful observance of the clause of the 
Constitution which prohibits slavery, in con­
formity with the provisions of this act; and sa\d 
warrants shall run and be executed by said 
officers anvwhere in the State or Terrritory 
within whi"ch they are issued. 

SEC. 6, That any person who shall knowingly 
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and wilfully obstruct, hinder or prevent any 
officer, or other person charged with the execu­
tion of any warrant or process issued under the 
provisior.s of this act, or anv person or persons 
lawfully assisting him or tl;em, from arresting 
any person fe whose apprehension such warral.!t 
or process nrny have been issued, or shall rescue 
or attempt. to rescue such person from the custody 
of the o!licer, other person or persons, or those 
lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested 
pursuant to tho authority herein given and de­
clared, or shall aid, abet, or assist any person so 
arrested as ,,Joresaid, directly or indirectly, to 
escape from the custody- of the officer or other 
person legally authorize1 as aforesaid, or shall 
harbor or conceal anv person for whose arrest a 
warrant or process ehall hav8 been issued as 
aforesaid, so a~ io prevent his discovery and 
arrest after notice or knowledge of the fact that 
a warrant has been isrned for the apprehension 
of such person, shall, for either of Sti,1d offences, 
be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six. 
months, by indictment and conviction before 
th.; district court of the United States for the 
ddrict in which said offence may have been 
committed, or before the proper court of criminal 
jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the 
organized Terril;ories of the United States. 

SEC. 7. That the district attorneys, the mar­
shals, their d8puties, and the clerks of the said 
district and territorial courts shall Le paid for 
their services the like fees as may be allowed to 
them for similar services in other cases; and in 
all cases where the proceedings are before a, 
commissioner, he shall be entitled to a foe of ten 
dollars in full for his services in each case, inclu­
sive of all services inci<len t to such arrest and 
(lXamination. The person or persons authorized 
to execute the proce.ss to be issued by such corn­
missioners for the arrest of offenders against the 
provisions of this act shall be entitled to a foe 
of five dollars for each person he or they may 
arrest and take before any such commissioner as 
aforesaid, with such other fees as may be deemed 
reasonable by such commissioner for such other 
additional services as may be necessarily per­
formed by him or them, such as attending at the 
examination, keeping the prisoner in custody, 
and providing him with food and lodging during 
his detention, and until the final determination 
of such commissioner, and in general for per­
forming such other duties as may be required 
in the premis£s; such fees to be made up in con­
formity with the fees usually charged by the 
officers of the couris of justice within the proper 
district or county, as near as may be practicable, 
and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States on the certil.ic:,_t3 of the jucl~e of the dis­
trict within which tl:e am,st is made, and to be 
recoveraule from the <lefornbnt as part of the 
judgment in case of convi,,li,,11. 

SEC. 8. That whenever the President of the 
United States shall h:we reN'on to believe that 
offences have been, or are likely to be committed 
against the provisions of this 11,C't within any 
judicial district, it shdl be lawful for him, in his 
discretion, to direct the judge, marshal, and dis­

. trict attorney of such district to uttt'nd at snch 
place within the district, and for snch time 11,2 

he may designate, for the purpose of tho mo1e 
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speedy arrest and trial of perso!ls charged with 
a violation of this act; and it shall be the duty 
of every judge or other officer, when any such 
requisition shall be received by him, to attend 
n.t the place and for the t!me therein clesignnted. 

SEC. 9. That it shall be lawful for the Presi­
dent of the United States, or such person as he 
may empower for that purpose, to employ such 
part of the land or napl forces of tlie United 
States, or of the militia, as shall be necessary to 
pr~vent the violation and enforce the due exe­
cution of this act. 

SEC. 10. That upon all questions of law arising 
in any cause under the provisions of this act, a 
final appeal may be taken to the Supremo Court 
of the lJ nitecl States. 

Tho votes on this bill were: 
18GG, February 2-The SENATE passed the bill 

-yeas 33, nays 12, as follow: 
YEAS-)1:Pssrs. Antl1ony, Brown, Chan<ller, Clnrk, Conness, 

Cragin, Dixon, .b'P~senden, Foot, Foster, Harris, l1Pni1erson, 
Howard, Howe. E: irkwond. Lane of Indiana, J~:mc of Kansas, 
l\Iorgan, Morrill, Kye, Poland, Pomeroy, ltam:-wy. 8herm:m, 
Sprn~nf', Stewart, Sumner, Trnmlmll, \Ya<l.e, 'Willey, lHl­
liamf;, ,n1::-on, YaH•~33. 

N"AYS-)frssrs. JJuckal.cw, Cowan, Dm:is, Guthrie, Himd,. 
ricks~ .AlcDouaa.ll., 1V1~smith, Norton, Ri'i.idle, Saulsl.Jury, Stock-, 
ton, Yan Wi11kle-12. 

1-farch 9-The bill being before the IIousE, 
Mr. ELDRIDGE moved that it lie on the table; 

which was disagreed to-yeas 32, nays ll8, as 
follow: 

YF.As-Messra. Ancona, Bo1Jer, Brooks, Chanler, Cqffl'oth, 
Dawsnr1, Denison, Eldridge, G'lossbrnmer, Good.11ear, &rider, 
.Aurnn Jfa1·,lin[J, lla1'1'is, llogan, Edwinl\.... 1/uU>dl,Kerr, 
Le Blond . .Nm·s/,all, .Niblack, lViclwlson, Radfnrd, Ritter, 
Rogrrs, Ross, Rous~l'nu. Shanklin, Sitgreai1es, 1'aber, 7.'aylor, 
'l'lwrnton, 1'rimble, lrinfirld.-32. 

N.\YS-~JPssrs.Allcy, Allison, Ames, AnderRon~ D.R. Ash­
ley, Janws :M. A.o.hlry, )faker, BaI1)wiu, Bank!'-, Daxter, nca­
nrnn. llid\\'C'll, Uingliam, ]Haine, Blow, Boutwell, Uromwell, 
llroomall, nucklanli, llnrnly,Hdney Clarke, Cobb, Conkling, 
Cook, C11 llom 1 Darling, Davis, Defrees, Dela.110, Dl~nling, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Drigµ:s, Dumont, Eliot,Farnsworth, Farquhar, Fer­
ry, Grinnell, Abnt>r C. Hnrdlllf?, Jlart, llayes. llemlerson, 
11 i~by, Hill, Holmes, Iloopl r, Asahel ,v. Hubbard, Cheste1· D. 
Hubbard, DC'mas IlulJIJard, jr., John II. JlniJbard, Uulbur<l, 
,lflmes Ilumphrey, Ingersoll, Jenckes, ,Jn:ian, Kelley, Krlso, 
Ketcham, Ii:uykendall, Latham, Geor~e V. Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Loan, Longyear, Lynch, l\laraton. ~larvin, l\lcClurg, 
McKee, l\lrllucr, l\lercnr. Miller, Moorhead, Mon ill, Morris, 
!Honlton, Myers, O"Neill,Ortb, Paine, I>erham, Phelps, Pike, 
Plants~ Price, naymontl, Akxander 11. Uke, Johri II. Rice, 
~awyer, Schenck, Scuficl<l, ShC'llaUarger, Sloan. Spalding, 
Starr, Stevens, Thayer, 'Francis 'l'homas, .Tohn L. Thomas. jr., 
TrowlJri<lge, Upson~ Yan A1·rnam. Uur1 Van Horn, RolJcrtT. 
Van Horn, \Vnr<l, Warner. Ellihu Il. \Yashl>urne, llenryD. 
\Yashl.>urn, ·wiHinm ll. \YashlJurn, \\'elker, ,re11tworth, 
\Yl.ialey, \Yil1iams, JamesF. ,Vilson, Stephen :t'. "'ilrnn, ,nn­
dom, \\'oodbridge.-118. 

1-farch 13-The bill passed-yeas 111, nays 38, 
as follow: 

YEAs-:'\Iessrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, James M. 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Danks, Baxter. lleaman, Di<lwell, 
Blaine, Blow, Uontwell, Bromwell, BroomalJ, Buckland, 
Bundy, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Conklin~, Cook, Cullom, Dar• 
ling. Uavis, Dawe~, Delano, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Urigga, 
Dumont, Eliot, Far11sworth, lfarquhar, :Ferry, Garfield, Grin­
nell, Abner C. Harding, Hart, Hayes, Higl,y, Hill, Holmes, 
Hooper, Asahel \V. llubhard, Chester D. llubllar<l, Demae 
Hubba.rd, John JI. 1-InLUard, llulbur<l, Janws lhm1}Jhrey, 
Ingersoll, Jl'nckes, Jnlian, Kelley, Kelso, Ketcham, Kuy­
kenda11, Laflin, George V. Lawrence, \'Hlliam Lawrence, 
Loan, I..ongyear, Lynch, Marston, Marvin, 1\lcClnrg, Mo­
Ruer, Mercur, l\lillE:r, Moor-head, l\lorrill, ~lorrifl, Moulton, 
Myers, Newell 1 O'N<.•ill, Orth, Paine. Perham, Pike, Plants, 
Price, Alexan<lor II. Ric~, Sawyer, Schenck, ~cofield, Shel-
1:tl>nrger, Sloan, Spalding, $tarr, Stevens, 1'hayer, :Francis 
Thomas, John L. Thomas, Trowbridge, Upson, Van Aernnm, 
Bmt Van Horn, \Yard, "'nrner, Ellihn ll. \Vnshburne, \Vil­
liam B, \Vashburn, \Yclker, \)entworth, ,vti:iley, \Vifliams, 
Jamee F. Wilson, Stephen F, Wilson, Windom, Wood­
l>ridge-111.

Nus-lllessr•. Ancona, Btrgt'f'I, Bingham,Boyer, Brooks, 
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Co.ffrolh, Dawson, Denitrr.i, Glossb,·enner, Good!Jeflr, Gricler 
.Aaron !larding, l!arris, Jlogan, Edwin N. llubbf'll, Jones: 
Kerr, Latham, Lt Blond, J.lfarthall, NcCUllr.mgh, Nicholsrm 
Phelps, Radford. &muc! J. 1/aru/all, William II. l\anda!I' 
Ritter, Rn{Jf1",r;, Rnst~, Hous~C'an. S!iQnl-lin, Si(qreares, Smith: 
Taber, Taylor, Thnrnton, Tdm/Jle, JVinfie.'d--38. 

March 15-Tlle Sen:i.tc concurred in the House 
amendments. 

March 27-The bill was vetoed. 
April G-Tbe SENA.TE passed the bill, notwith­

standing the objections of the Fi-esident by a 
vote of 33 yeas to 15 nn,ys, as follow: ' 

YEAS-:\Iessrs. Anthony, Ilrown, Chandler, Clark Con· 
nes.q, Crag-in, Creswell, l~tlmnrnls, Fessrnden, Foster G~·imes, 
Harris, Uentlcrson, Howard, Howe. Kirkwood, La~e of In­
diana, Morg-a.n, Morrill, :r,,.~ye, Poland, Pomeroy, Rnmsey 
Sherman, '5prague, Stewart, Sumner, Trumlrnll, ,Yade: 
Willey, ,villiam~, ,Vi\son, Yates-33. 

NAY8-,less1-s. Ruclcalew, Cowan. Davis, Doolittle Guth~ 
rie, Jlcndricks, Johnson, Lane of Kansns, 1,/cDougah, ]\ ..cs­
mi,th, Norton, Ri"ddle, Saulsbury, Van \Vinkle, H'r(ght-15. 

April 9-The IIousE oF REPRESENTATIVES 
again pn,ssed it-yeas 122, nn,ys 41, as follow: 

YEAS-)Iessrs. Alley, Allison, Delos R . .Ashley, James M. 
Ashley, Baker, Bal<lwin, llanks, Barker, Il:,xter, Ueaman 
Benjamin, Bidwell, Boutwell, Brandegee, Bromwell, Ilroom: 
all, Buckland, Bundy, Reader \V. Clarke, Sidney Clarke 
Cobb, Colfax. Conkling, Cook, Cullom, Darling, Da\'is, Dawe~ 
Defrees, Delano, Deming, Dixon, Dollf:e, Donnelly, Eckley. 
Eggleston, Eliot, R1rnsworth, Farquhar, Ferry, Garfield, 
Grinnell, Griswold. llale,.Abner C. J.larding, Hart, Hayes, 
Henderson, Higby, Hill, Holmes, Hooper, Hotchkiss. Asahel 
W. Hul,bard, Vhester D. Hubbard. Jolm II. Ilnbbard, James 
R. llubbell, Ilullmrd, James llumphrey,Ingersoll,Jcnckes, 
l{asson, Kelley, Kebo, Ketcham, Lattin, Ueorge V. Law­
rence, \Vi1liam Lawrence, Loan, Lonp:year, Lynch,Murston, 
Marvin, MeClurg, :Mcindoe, McKee, McRuer, l\Iercur, Mil­
ler, Moorheac.l, i\forrill, Morris, Moulton, Myers, Newell, 
O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Plants,Pom­
eroy, Price, Alexander II. Hice, John II. Rice, Rollins, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shellabarger, Spallling-, Starr, 
Stevens, Thayer, :Fra.ncis 'rhomas, John L. Thomas, j r., 'l'row­
bridge, Upson, Van Aernam, Burt Vnn Horn, Robert T. 
Yan Horn, Ward, Ellihu B. Washburne, Henry ll. Wash­
burn, ".illiam B, \VashlJurn, ,Ye1kl'r, ,vc1;tworth, James 
F. Wilson, Stephen F. ,n1son, Windom, Woodbrillge.-122. 

NAYS-Me)':f-fS• .Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, Cr~(Troth, Dawson, 
Denison, Eldridge, Finck, Glossbrenner, .Aaron }larding, 
llarris, Ilogan, Edwin N. Jiubbell, James AI. Ilum.phrey, 
Latham, Le JJland, JJ!arshal~ JJ!cCullough, Niblack, Kichol­
,on, Noell, Phelps, R;,d.ford. Samuel J. Randall, William 
H. Randall, Raymond, Ritter, Rogers, Ross, Rousseau, 
Shanklin, Sitgreai.•i:s, Smith, Strouse, Taber, Tu.ylor, Thorn· 
tori, Trimble, Whaley, Win.field, Wright.--41. 

Whereupon the Spen,ker of the House declared 
the bill a hw. 

Veto of the Colorado Bill, May 15, 1866. 
To the Senate of the United States : 

I return to the Senate, in which house it 
originated, the bill which has'J)n,ssed both Houses 
of Congress, entitled "An act for the admission 
of the tltate of Colorado into the Union," with 
my objections to its becoming a law at this time. 

First. From the best information which I 
have been able to obtain, I do not consider the 
establishment of a State government at present 
necessary for the welfare of the people of Colo­
rado. Under the existing Territorial govern­
ment all the rights, privileges, and interests of 
the citizens are protected and secured. The 
qualified voters choose their own legislators and 
tl1eir own locn,l officers, .and 1n,re represented in 
Congress by a delegn,te of their own selection. 
They mn,ke n,nd execute their own municipal 
h,ws, subject only to revision by Congress-an 
authority not likely to be exercised, unless in 
extreme or extrnordinary cn,ses. The popuhtion 
is small, some estimating it so low as twenty­
five thousand, while advocn,tes of the bill reckon 

6 ' 

the number at from thirty-five thomand to"" 
forty thousand souls. The people are princi­
pally recent settlers, many of whom n,rn under­
stood to be ren,dy for removal to other mining 
d.istricts beyond tlie limits of the Territory, ii 
c1rcurnstances sl,all render them ri10re inYi ling. 
Such a popuhtion cannot but find rcli;;f from 
excessive tn,xn,tion if the territorial Fystem, 
which devolves the expenses of the exrcutive, • 
legislative, and ,iudicin,I deputrncnts upon the 
United States, is for the present continued. 
They cannot but find the security of perrnn and 
property incren,scd by their reliance uron the 
nat10nal executive power for the mn,intenn,nce 
of law and order n,gainst the distnrbn,nces neces­
~n.rily incident to n,ll newly organized commu­
nities. 

Second. It is not satisfactorily established 
that a mn,jority of the citizens of Colorado de­
sire, or are prepared fur an exchange, of a terri­
torial for a State government. In September, 
1864, under the authority of Congress, an election 
was lawfully arpointed and held, for the_ purp.ose 
of ascertn,ining the views of the people upon 
this particuhr question. 6,192 votes ,vr,rn cast, 
and of this number a majority of 3,152 was 
given against the proposed change. In Sep­
tember, 1865, without any legal authority, Hie 
question was again presented to the people o! 
the Territory, ,vith a view of obtaining n, rccon­
siderntion of the result of the election held in 
compliance with the act of Congress approTed 
:t.farch 21, 1864, At this second election G,905 
votes were polled, and n, majority of 1G5 was 
given in favor 'of a State organization. It does 
not seem to me entirely sn,fe to receive this, the 
hst mentioned result, so irreguln,rly obt~ined, 
as sufficient to outweigh the one which had been 
legn,lly obtained in the first election. Tiegular­
ity and conformity to bw n,re essential to the 
preservation of order and stable government, 
and should, as far as practicn,l:,le, alwn,ys be 
observed in the formn,tion of new States. 

Third. The admission of Colorndo, at this 
time, as a Stn,te into the federnl Union, apr_cars 
to roe to be incompn,tible with the public mter­
ests of the country. While it is desirable thn,t 
territories, when sufficiently matured, should be 
orgn,nized as States, y\!t the spirit of the Consti­
tution seems to require thn,t there should be an 
n,pproximn,tion towards equn,lity among the sev­
ernl States comprising the Union. No Stn,te can 
lrnve less or more thn,n two Senn,tors in Congress_ 
The largest State has a popuhtion of four mil­
lions; severnl of the States hn,ve a population 
exceeding two millions; and many others have 
a popnhtion exce_eding one_ruillion. A _popular 
tion of 127,000 1s the rnt10 of apportl0nment 
of representn,tives among the several Stn,teH. 

If this bill should become a law, the 11eople 
of Colorndo, thirty thousn,nd in numbbr, would 
have in the House of Representn,tives one mem­
ber, .while New York., with a popuhtioi: of four 
millions, has but tlnrty-one; Colorado would 
have in the electornl college three votes, while 
New York has only thirty-three; Colorado would 
have in the Senate two votes, while New York 
hn,s no more. 

Inequalities of this character have already 
occt!rred, but it is be1ieved that none have hap­
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pened where the inequality was so great. When 
such inequality has been allowed, Congress is 
supposed to have permitted it on the ground of 
some high public necessity, and under circum­
stances which promised that it would ranidly 
disappear through the growth and development 
of the newly admitted State. Thus, in regard 
to the several States in what was formerly called 
the "northwest territory,'' lying east of the l\lis­
sissippi, their rapid advancement in popula­
tion rendered it certain that States admitted with 
only one or two representatives in Congress, 
would, in a very short period, be entitled to a 
great increase of representation. So, when Cali­
fornia was admitted on the ground of commer­
cial and political exigencies, 1t was well foreseen 
that that State was destin3d rapidly to become 
a great, prosperous, and important mining and 
commercial community. In the case of Colo­
rado, I am not aware that any na,ional exigency, 
either of a political or commercial nature, re­
quires a departure from the law of equality, 
which has been so generally adhered to in our 
history. 

If information submitted in connection with 
this bill is reliable, Colorado, instead of increas­
ing, bas declined in population. At an election 
for members of a ~erritorial legislature held in 
1861, 10,580 votes were cast. At the election 
before mentioned, in 1864, the number of votes 
cast was 6,192; while at the irregular election 
heid in 1865, which is assumed as a basis for 
legislative action at this time, the aggregate 
of votes was 5,905. Sincerely ;i,nxious tor the 
welfare and rrosperity of every Territory and 
State, as wel as for the prosperity and welfare 
of the whole Union, I regret this ~p]?arent de­
cline of population in Colorado; but it is mani­
fest that it is due to emigration which is going 
on from that Territory into other regions within 
the United States, which either are in fact, or 
are believed by the inhabitants 2f Colorado to 
be, richer in mineral wealth and agricultural re­
sources. If, however, Colorado has not really 
declined in population, another census, or 
another election under the authority of Con­
gress, would place the question beyo11.d doubt, 
and cause but little delay in the ultimate ad­
mission of the Territory as a State, if desired by 
the people. 

The t~nor of these objections furnishes the 
reply which may be expected to an argument 
in favor of the measure derived from the ena­
bling act "Vhich was passed by Congress on the 
21st day oi llfarch, 1864. Although Congress 
then supposed that the condition of the Terri­
tory was such as to warrant its admission as a 
Btate, the result of two years' experience shows 
that every reason which existed for the institu­
tion of ,a territo,ial instead of a State gov­
ernment in Colorado, at its first organization, 
!!till continues in force. 

The condition of the Union at the present mo­
ment is calculated to inspire caution m re&ard to 
the admission of new States. Eleven of t11e old 
States have been for some time, and still remain, 
unrepresented in Congress. It is a common in­
terest of all the States, as well those repre­
sented as those unrepresented, that the integrity 
and harmony of the Union should be restored 

as completely as possible, so that all those who 
are expected to bear the burdens of the Federal 
Government shall be consulted concerning the 
admission of new States; and that in the mean 
time no new State shall be prematurely an<l nn­
nccessarily admitted to a participation in the 
political power which the Federal Government 
wields, not for the benefit of any individual 
State or section, but for the common safety, 
welfare, and happiness of the whole country. 

ANDREW JoHNSON, 
WAsIIINGTON, D. C., ,lfay 15, 1866. 1 

Copy of the Bill. 

AN AcT for the admission of the State of Colo­


rado into the Union. 

Whereas, on the twenty-first day of l\Iarch, 

anno Domini ei~hteen hundred and sixty-four, 
Congress passect an act to enable the people o! 
Colorado to form a constitution and State gov­
ernment, and offered to admit said State, when 
so formed, into the Union upon compliance with 
certain condit.ions therein specified; and whereas 
it appears by a messaae of lhe President of the 
United States, dated 'January twelve, eighteen 
hundred and sixty,six, that the said people have 
adopted a constitution, which upon due exami­
nat10n is found to conform to the l?rovisions and 
comply with the conditions of said act, and to 
be republican in its form of government, and 
that they now ask for admission in to the Union: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the constitution and 
State government which the reople of Colorado 
have formed for themselves be, and the same is 
hereby, ratified, accepted, and confirmed, and that 
the said State of Colorado shall be, and is hereby, 
decl::tred to be one of the United States of Amer­
ica, and is hereby admitted into the Union upon 
an equal footing with the original States, in all 
respects whatsoever. 

SEC. 2 . .And be it further enacted, That the 
said State of Colorado slmll be, and is hereby, 
declared to be entitled to all the rights, privi­
leges, grants, and immunities, and to be subject 
to all the conditions and restrictions, of an act 
entitled" An act to enable the people of Colo­
rado to form a constitution and a State govern­
ment, and for the admission of such State into 
the Union on au equal footing with the original 
States," approved March twenty-first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four. 

The votes on this bill were: 
IN SENATE. 

l\Iarch 13-The bill was rejected-yeas 14, 
nays 21, as follow: · 

YEAS-l\Ie~srs. Chandler, Cragtn, Kirkwood, Lane of In· 
diana, Lano of Kansas, .A1cDougall, Ne8-mith, Norton, Pom­
eroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Stewart, 'frumbull, ,Villiams-14. 

NAYS-~lessrs. Buckalew. Conness, Creswell, Davis, Doo,. 
little, Fes~('nden, Poster, Grinws, Guthrie, Harris, llendri'clcs, 
l'rlorgnn, l\111rrill, Pola.n<l. Riddle, Sprague, Stockton, Sum­
ner, Van "·iukle, ,fade, ,vuson-21. 

l\Ir. Wilson entered a motion to reconsider the 
vote. 

April 25-The Senate voted to reconsider; 
yeas l\), nays 13. (Same as i,i;low.) 

The bill was then passed-yeas 19, nays 13, 
as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Conness, Cragin, ere.. 
well, IIownrd, Howe, Kirkwood, Lane of Indiana, Nve, 
Pom0roy, Rnmsey, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, 'frumbtlll, 
Van Winkle, Willey, Wilson-19. 



83 VOTES AND VETOES, 

Nus-Messrs. BucTcaletO, Dabi8, Doolittle, Edmunds, 
Footer, Grim••, Guthrie, Hendricks, l!lcDougall, Morgan, 
Poland, Riddle, Sumnor-13. 

IN HousE. 
May 3-The bill was passed-yeas 81, uys 

57, as follow: 
YEAS-l\le-1srs. Ames, Anderson, Delos R. Ashley, James 

•)I. Ashley, Baker, Banks, Barker, Beaman, Benjamin, Bid­
well, Bin~hatn, Blow, Brnndrgce, Bromwell, llucklnnd 
Bundy, Header w·. Clarke, Sid1H'y Clarke, CoiJb, Conkling~ 
Cullom, Dctrees, Dl·ming, Dixon, Dodge, Donnelly, JJri:zg8 
Dumont, Eckley, Farquhar, Ferry, Oartieli), Grinnell, AlJUC; 
C. Harding, llart, llcnderaon, Holmes, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
W. Ilnbhard, Chester D. Hubbard, James R. I!nbbe!I, In· 
gersoll, Jcnckes, Kasson, Kelso, l(ptcha.m, Laflin, Lu.tham 
George V. Lawrence, ,vmiam Lawrence, Loan, Lougyenr: 
Mttrston, McClurg, McKee, Mercur, Miller, ~Ioorhead 
:Monlton, MyC'rs, O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Plants, Alexande; 
H Rice, Rollins, Snwycr, Sciwnck, Shellabarger, Smith 
Spalding, :Francis 'l'homas, 'frowl>ridj:?;e, Upson, Van Aernam: 
lhirt Van Horn, Robert T. ·van Horn, ,ra.rncr, ·welker, 
Whaley, Williams-Bl. 

NAYs-Messrs. Allison, Alley, .Ancona, Raxter, Bergen, 
Bl:liue, Doutwdl, Boyer, Broomall, Chanler, Co_ffroth, Dar­
Jing, Dawson, Denismi, Eldridge, Eliot. Finck. Glossbre:nner, 
Grider, Griswold, Aaron /larding, Harris, Iligliy, James 
Humphrey, ,Julian, Kelley, Kuykendall, Le Blond, Lynch, 
Jfarshall, ..McCullough, McRucr, l\Iorrill, Morris, Newell, 
Jfiblack, Paine, Perham, Pike, Raymond, John II. Rice, 
Ritter, Ross, ltousseau, Shanklin, Stevens, Stilwell, Strouse, 
Taylor, Thornton, Ellihu ll. ,vashburne, Henry D. ,vash• 
burn, James F. Wilson, Windom, Winfield, Woodbridge, 
Wright-o7. 

Up to the time this page is put to press, no 
vote has been taken on the re-passage of the 
vetoed bill. When taken, it will be inserted iu 
a subsequent page. 

Message Respecting the Proposed Constitutional 
Amendment on Representation, &c., June 22, 
1866. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
I submit to Congress a report of the Secretary 

of State, to whom was referred the concurrent 
resolution of the 18th instant,* respecting a 
submission to the legislatures of the States of 
an additional .article to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

It will be seen from this report that the Sec­
retary of State had, on the 16th instant, trans­
mitted to the Governors of the several States 
certified copies of the joint resolution passed on 
the 13th instant, proposing an amenument to 
the Constitution. 

Even in ordinary times any question of 
amen<l.iug the Constitution must be justly re­
garded as of paramount importance. This im­
:portancf. is at the present time enhanced by the 
fact that the joint resolution was not submitted 
by the two Houses for the approval of the Presi­
dent, ancl that of the thirty-six States which 
constitute the Union eleven are excluded from 
representation in either House of Congress, 
although, with the single exception of Texas, 
they have been eutire1y restored to all their 
functions as States, in conformity with the or­
ganic law of the laud, and have appeared at the 
national capital by Senators and Rqrresenta­
tives, who have applied for and havl!' been re­
fused admission to the vacant seats. 

• This resolution passed the House under a. suspension of 
the rules, which was agreed to, yens 92, nays 25, {the latter 
nll Deu1ocrats,) by n. vote of yeM 87, nays 20, on a count by 
tellers. It pa~cd the Senate same da.y without a divi~ion; 
and is a copy of a concurrent resolution pnssed in 1864, 
requesting President Lincoln to submit the anti-slavery 
amendment, changed ouly as to the phraseology descrip­
tive of the amendment, 

Nor have the sovereign people of the nation 
been afforded an opportunity of expressing their 
views upon the important questions which the 
amendment involves. Grave doubts therefore 
may naturally and justly arise as to whether 
the action of Congress is in harmony with the 
sentiments of the people, and whether State 
legislatures, elected without reference to &uch 
an issue, should be called upon by Congress to 
decide respecting the ratification of the proposed 
amendment. 

\Yaiving the question as to the constitutional 
vah~1ty of the proceedings of Congress upon 
the Joint resolutwn proposing the ameudrneut, 
or a.q lo the ments of the article which it sub­
mit_s through the executive department to the 
legislatures of the States, I deem it proper to 
observe tho.t tl!e steps taken by the Secretary of 
State, as detai'.ed m the accompanying report, 
~re to be considered as purely ministerial, and 
m no sense whatever committ.ing the Executive 
to an approval or a recommendation of the 
amendment to the State legislatures or to the 
people. On the contrary, a proper o.ppreciation 
of the letter and spirit of the Constitution, as well 
as of t~e interests of national order, harmony, 
and umon, i:nd a due deference fo~ an enlight­
ened public Judgment, may at this time well sug­
gest a doubt whether any amendment to the 
Constitution ought to be proposed ,by Congress 
and pressed upon the legislatnres of the several 
States for final decision until after the admis­
sion of such loyal Senators and Representatives 
of the now unrepresented States as have been, 
or. may herea'.ter. be, chosen in conformity 
with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

WASHINGTON, D. c., June 22, 1866. 

To the President : 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses of 
Congress of the 18th instant, in the followina 
words:" That the President of the United State~ 
be requested to transmit forthwith to the execu­
tives of the several States of the United States 
copies of the article of amendment proposed by 
Congress to the State legislatures to amend the 
Constitution of the United Stn.tes, passed June 
13, 1866_. resp~cting_ citiz~nship, the basis of rep­
resentat10n, d1squahficat1on for office, and valid­
ity of the public debt of the United States, &c., 
to the end that the said States may proceed to 
act upon the said article of amendment, and that 
he request the executive of each State that may 
ratify said amendment to trammit to the Secre­
tary ofState a certified copy of such ratification," 
has the honor to submit the following report, 
namely: That on the 16th instant the Hon. 
Amasa Cobb, of the Committee of the House of 
Representatives on Enrolled Bills, brought t-0 
this Department and deposited therein an en­
rolled resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
which was thereupon received by the Secretary 
of State and deposited among the rolls of the 
Department, e cory o£ which ~. horeu.nto jj,l)P 

http:detai'.ed
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nexed. Thnnpo:i the Secretary of State, upon 
tho lGth instaac, ,n conformity ,vith the pro­
ceecling which waB adopted by bim in 18G5, in 
regard to the then proposed and afterwards 
adopted congressional amendment of the Consti­
tution of the United States concernin~ the pro­
hibition of sbvery, transmitted certilied copies 
of the annexed resolnlion to the Governors of 
the several States, togetl1er with a certificate and 
circular letter. A copy of both of these com­
munications are hereunto annexed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM II. SEWARD. 

'DEPARTMENT OF STATE, June 20, 1866. 

[Circular.] 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, June 16, 1866. 

To his Ercellcncy , 
Governryr of the State of : 

Srn: I have the honor to transmit an attested 
copy of a resolution of Congress, proposing to 
the legislatures of the several States a fourteenth 
article to the Constitution of the United States: 
The_ decisions of _the ~everal legislatures upon the 
sub.1ect are reqmred by law to he communicated 
to this Department. An acknowledgment of the 
receipt of this communication is requested by 

Your excellency's most obedient gervant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

VII. 

MAJORITY AND MINORITY REPORTS 
OF THE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON RECONSTRUCTION. 

The Majority Report. 

June 18, 1866-Mr. FESSEYDEN in the Senate, 
and Mr. STEVENS in the House, submitted this 

REPORT: 

The Joint Committee of the two Houses of Con­
gress, appointed und,r the concurrent resolution 
of December 13, 1865, with direction to "in­
quire into the condition of the States which 
Jormed the so-called Confederate States of 
America, and report whether they or any of 
them are entitled to be represented in either 
]louse of Congress, with lea,;e to report by bill 
or otherwise," cislc leave to rrport: 

That they have attended to t\10 duty assigned 
them as assiduously as other duties would per­
mit, and now submit to Congress, as the result 
of their deliberations, a. resolution proposing 
amendments to the Constitulion, and two bills, 
of which they recommend the adoption. 

Before proceeding to set forth in detail their 
reasons for the conclusion to which, after great 
deliberation, your committee have arrived, they 
beg leave to advert, brie!ly, to the c<Urse of 
proceedings they found it necessary to adopt, 
and to explain the reasons therefor. 

The resolution under which your committee 
was appointed directed them to inquire into the 
condition of the Confederate States, and report 
whether they were entitled to representation in 
Congress. It is obvious that such an investiga­

·	tion, covering so large an extent of territory and 
involving so many important con.,iderations, 
must necessarily require no trifling labor, and 
consume a very considerable amount of time. 
It must embrace the condition in which those 

States were left at the close of the war; the 
measures which have been taken towards the 
reorganization of civil government, and the dis­
position of the people towards the United States; 
m a word, their fitness to take an active part in 
the administration of national affairs. 

As to their condition at the close of the rebel­
lion, the eviclence is open to all, n.nd admits of 
no dispute. They were in a state of utter ex­
haustion. Having protracted their struggle 
against federal authority until all hope of suc­
cessful resistance had ceased, and laid down their 
arms only because there was no longer any 
power to use them, the people of those States 
were left bankrupt in their public finances, and 
shorn of the private wealth which had before 
given them power and influence. They were 
also necessarily in a state of complete anarchy, 
without governments and without the power to 
frame governments except by the permission of 
those who had been successful in the war. The 
President of the United States, in the proclama­
tions under which he appointed provis10nal gov­
ernors, and in his various communications to 
them, has, in exact terms, recognized the fact 
that the people of those States were, when the 
rebellion was crushe"d, "deprived of all civil 
government," and must proceed to organize 
anew. Ii his conversation with Mr. Stearns, of 

'Massachusetts, certified by himself, President 
Johnson mid "the State institutions are pros­
trated, laid out on the ground, and they must be 
taken up and adapted to the progress of events." 
Finding the Southern Stales in this condition, 
and Congress having failed to rro,ide kr the 
continllency, his duty was obv10us. As Presi• 
dent 01 the United States he had no _power, .ex· 
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cept to execute the laws of the land as Chief 
Magistrate. These laws gave him no authority 
over the sublect of rec;rganization; but by the 
Constitution '11e was commander-in-chief of the 
army !1,nd n::i.vy of the United States. These 
Confederate States embraced a portion of the 
people of the Union who had been in a state of 
revolt, but had been reduced to obedience by 
force of arms. They were in an abnormal con­
dition, without civil government, without com­
mercial connections, without national or inter­
nalional relations, and subject only to martial 
law. By withdrawing t!ieir representatives in 
Congress, by renouncing the privilege of repre­
sentation, by organizing a separate government, 
and by levying war against the United States, 
they destroyed their State constitutions in res­
ped to the vital principle which connected their 
respective States with the Union and secured 
their federal relations; and nothing of those 
constitutions was left of which the United States 
were bound to take notice. F9r four years they 
had a de facto government, but it was usurped 
and illegal. They chose the tribunal of arms 
wherein to decide whether or not it should be 
legalized, and they were defeated. At the close 
of the rebellion, therefore, the people of the re­
bellious States were found, as the President ex­
presses it, "deprived of all civil government." 

Under this state of affairs it was plainly the 
duty of the President to enforce existing national 
laws, and to establish, as far as he could, such a 
system of government as might be provided for 
by existing national statutes. As commander­
in-chief of a victorious army, it was his duty, 

· under the law of nations and tho army regula­
tions, to restore order, to preserve property, and 
to protect the people against violence from any 
quarter until provision should be made by law 
for their government. He might, as President, 
asselllble Congress and submit the whole matter 
to the law-making power; or he might continue 
military supervision and control until Congress 
should assemble on its regular appointed day. 
Selecting the latter alternative, he proceeded, by 
virtue of his power as commander-in-chief, to 
appoint provisional governors over the revolted 
States. These were regularly commissioned, and 
their compensation was paid, as the Secretary of 
War states," from the appropriation for army 
contingencies, because the duties performed by 
the pa.rties were regarded as of a temporary 
character; ancillary to the withdrawal of mili· 
tary force, the disbandment of armies, and the 
reduction of military expenditure; by provis· 
ion al organizations for the protection of civil 
righ!.d, the preservation of peace, and to take 
the place of armed force in the respective States." 
It cannot, wo think, be contended that these 
governors possessed, or could exercise, any but 
military authority. They had no power to or­
ganize civil governments, nor to exercise any 
authority except that which inhered in their 
own persons under their commissions. Neither 
had the President, as commander-in-chief, any 
other than military power. But he was in ex­
clusive poss~sion of the military authority. It 

· was for him to decide how far he would exercise 
it, how far he would relax it, when and on what 
terms he would withdraw it. lie might prop­

erly permit the people to assemble, and t.:> iaiti­
ate local governments, and to execute such local 
laws as they might choose to frame not incon­
sistent with, nor in opposition to, the laws of 
the United States. And, if satisfied that they 
might rnfely be left to themselves, 1-ie might 
withdraw the military forces altogether, and 
leave lhe people of any or all of these States to 
govern themselves witl1out his interference. Iu 
the language of the Secretary of State, in his 
telegram to the provisional governor of Georgia, 
dated October 28, 18G5, he might "recognize the 
people of any State as having resumed the rela­
tions of loyalty to the Union," a:::d act in his 
military capacity on this hypothesis. All this 
was within his own discretion, as military com­
mander. But it was not for him to decide upon 
the natu1e or effect of any system of government 
which the people of these States might see fit to 
adopt. This power is lodged by the Constitution 
in the Congre,s of the United States, that hranch 
of the government in which is vested the au­
thority to fix the political relations of the States 
to the Union, wlrosc duty is to guarantee to 
each State a republican form of government, anJ 
to protect each and all of thelll against foreign 
or domestic violence, and against each other. We 
canr.ot, therefore, recrard the various act.s of the 
President iu relatio~ to the formation of local 
governments in the insurrectionary States, and 
thQ conditions imposed by him upon their action, 
in any other light than as intimations to the 
people that, as commander-in-chief of the army, 
he would consent to withdraw military rufo 
just in proportion as they should, by their acts, 
manifest a disposition to preserve order among 
themselves, establish governments denoting loy­
alty to the Union, and exhibit a settled determina­
tion to rel urn to their allegiance, leaving with the 
law-making power to fix the terms of their final 
restoration to all their rights and privileges as 
States of the Union. That this was the view of 
his power taken by the President is evident from 
expressions to that effect in the communications 
of the Secretary of State to the various provis­
ional governors, and the repeatbd declarations of 
the President himself, Any other supposition 
inconsistent with this would impute to the Presi­
dent designs of encroachment upon a co-ordinate 
branch of the government, which should not be 
lightly attributed to the Chief 1Iagistrate of the 
nation. 

When Congress assembled in December last 
the people of most of the States lately in rebel­
lion had, under the advice of the President, or­
ganized local governments, and some of them 
had acceded to the terms proposed by him. In 
his annual message he stated, in general terms, 
what had been done, but ho did not see fit to 
communicate the details for the information of 
Congress. Whil& in this and in a subsequent 
messa&e the President urged the speedy restora­
tion ot these States, and expressed the opinion 
that their condition was such as to justify their 
restoration, yet it is quite obvious that Con­
gress must either have acted blindly on that 
opinion of the President, or proceeded to obtain 
the information requisite for intelligent action 
on the subject. The impropriety of proceeding 
wholly on the judg:nent of any one man,'how­
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ever exalted his station, in a matter involving Icould only be had to the examination of wit­

the welfare of the republic in nil future time, or 
of_ adopting any plan, coming from any source, 
without fully understanding all its bearings and 
comprehendrng its full effect, was apparent. 'l'be 
first step, therefore, was to obtain the required 
information. A call was accordingly made on 
the President for the information in his posses­
s1on as to what lrnd been done, in order that 
Congress migbt judge for itself as to the grounds 
of the belief expressed by him in the fitness of 
~tales recently in rebellion to p::trticipato fully 
Ill the conduct of national affairs. Thisinforma­
t10n ,vas not immediatelv communicated. When 
the response was finally made, some six weeks 
after your committee had been in actual session, 
it was found that the evid.ence upon which the 
l'resident seemed to have ·oased his suggestions 
was incomplete and unsatisfa:tory. Authenti­
cated copies of the new constitutions and ordi­
nances adopted by the conventions in three of 
the States had been submitted, extracts from 
newspapers turnished scanty informat10n as to 
the action of one other State, and nothing ap­
rears to havl' been communicated as to the re­
maindcr. There was no evid8nce of the loyalty 
of those who had participated in these conven­
lions, and i.n one State alone was any proposi­
tion made to submit the action of the conven­
tions to the final judgment of the people. 

Failing to obtain the desired information, and 
left to grope for light wherever it might be found, 
your committee did not deem it either advisable 
or safe to adopt, without further examination, 
the suggestions of the President, more especially 
as he bad not deemed it expedient to remove the 
military force, to suspend martial law, or to re­
store the writ of habeas corpus, but still thought 
it necessary to exercise over the people of the 
rebellious t:itates his military power and jnris­
diction. Tbs conclusion derived still greater 
force from the fact, undisputed, that in all these 
States, except Tennessee and perhaps Arkansas, 
the elections which were held for State officers 
and members of Congress had resulted, almost 
universally, in the defeat of candidates who had 
been true to the Union, and in the election OJ 
notorious and unpardoned rebels, men who could 
not take the prescribed oath of office, and who 
made no secret of thei,- hostility to the Govern­
mcnt and the people of the United States. Un­
der these circumstances, anything like hasty ac­
tion would bave been as dangerous as it was 
obviously unwise. It appeared to yonr com­
mittee that but one course remained, viz: to in­
vestigate carefully and thoroughly the state of 
feeling and opinion existing among the people 
of these States; to :.~certain how far their pre­
tended loyalty conld be relied upon, and thence 
to infer whether it would be safe to admit them 
at once to a full participation in the Govern­
ment they had fought for four years to destroy. 
It was an equally important mquiFy whether 
their restoration to their former relations with 
the United States should only be granted upon 
cert.ain conditions and guarantees which would 
effectually secure the nation against a recur­
rence of evils so disastrous as those from which 
it hij,d escaped at so enorm?ns a sac:rifice. 

To obtain the necessary mformation recourse 

nesses whose position had given them the best 
means of forming an accurate judgment, who 
could state facts from their own o!Alrrntion, and 
whose character and standing afforded the best 
evidence of their truthfulness and impartialitv. 
A work like this, covering so large an extent of 
territory, and embracing such complicated and 
exlcnsivo inquiries, necessarily required much 
time and huor. 'l'o shorten the time as much 
as possible, the work was <lidded and placed in 
the hands of four sub-committees, who have 
been diligently employed in its accomplishment. 
'l'he results of their labors have been heretofore 
submitted, and the country will judge how far 
they sustain the President's views, and how far 
they justify tho conclusions to which your com­
mittee have finally arrived. 

A claim for the im1nediate admission of Sena­
tors and Representatives from the so-called Con­
federate States has been urged, which seems to 
your committee not lo be founded either in rea­
son or in law, and which cannot be passed with­
out comment. Stated in a few words, it amounts 
to this: That inasmuch as the lately insurgent 
States had no legal right to separate themselves 
from the Union, they still return their positions 
as States, and consequently the people thereof 
have a right to immediate representation in Con­
gross without tho imposition of any condil10ns 
whatever; and further, that until such admis­
sion Congress bas no right to tax them for the 
support of tbe Government. It has even been 
contended that until such admission all legisla­
tion affecting their interests is, if not unoonsti­
tutional, at least nnjuRtifiable and oppressive. · 

It is believed by your committee that all these 
propositions are not only wholly untenable, but, 
if admitted, would tend to the destruction of the 
Government. 

It must not be forgotten that the people of these 
Stales, without justitication or. excuse, rose in in­
surrection against the United States. They delib­
erately abolished, tlleir State goverernments so 
far as the same connected them politically with 
the Union as members tbereof under the Consti­
tution. They deliberately renounced their alle­
giance to the Federal Government, and pro­
ceeded to establish an independent go\·ernment 
for themselves. In the prosecution of this enter­
prise they seized the national forts, arsenals, dock­
yards, and other public rroperty within their 
borders, drove out from among them those who 
remained true to the Union, and heaped every 
imaginable insult and injury upon the United 
1-itates and its citizens. Finally they opened hos­
tililies, and levied war against the Uovernment. 

They continued this war for four years with 
the most determined and malignant spirit, killinq 
in battle and otherwise large numbers of loyal 
people, destroying the property of loyal citizens 
on the sea and on the land, and entailing on the 
Government an enormous uebt, incurred to sus­
tain its rightful authority. Whether legally and 
constitutionally or not, they did, in fact, with­
draw from tho Union and made themselves sub­
jectsofanother government oftheif own creation. 
And they only yielded when, after a lon~, bloody, 
and wa~_ting war, they were compelleel by utt~r 
exhaustion to lay down their arms; aud this 
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they did not willingly, but declaring that they 
yielded be_c:1use they could no longer resist, afford­
ing no evidence whatever of repentance for their 
crime, and expressing no regret, except that they 
bad no longer the power to continue the despe­
rale struggle. 

It canuot, we think, be denied by any one 
having a tolernble acquaintance with public law'. 
that tl1e war thus waged was a ciYil war of the 
greate.st magnitude. The people wn,ging it were 
necessrHily subject to all the rules which, by the 
law of nat10ns, control a contest or that clrnrac­
ter, and to all the legitimate consequences follow­
ing it. One of those consequences was that, within 
the limits prescribed by humanity, the conquered 
rebels were at the mercy of the conquerors. That 
a. government thus outraged had a most perfect 
right to exact indemnity for the injuries done 
and security agtiinst the recurrence of such out­
rages in the future would seem too clear for dis­
pute. \\'hat the natnre of that security should 
be, what proof should ue required of a return to 
allegiance, what time should elapse before a peo­
ple thus demoralized should be restored in full 
to the enjoymentofpolitical rights and privileg~s, 
are questions for the law-makmg power to decide, 
and that decision must depend on grave consid­
erations of the puLlic safety and the general 
welfare. 

It is moreover contended, and with apparent 
gravity, that, from the peculiar nature and 
character of our Government, no such right on 
the part of the conqueror can exist; t\rnt from 
the moment when rebellion lays down its arms 
and actual hostilities cease, all political rights 
of rebellious commun_ities are at once restored; 
that, because the people of a Slate of the Union 
were •)nee an organized communi1y within the 

'Union, they necessarily so remain, and their 
right to be represented in Congress at any and all 
times, and to participate in the government of 
the country under all circumstances, admits of 
neither question nor dispute. If this is indeed 
true, then is the Government of the United 
States powerless for its O\'!Il protection, and 
flagrant rebellion, carried to the extreme of 
civil war, is a pastime which any State may 
play at, not only certain that it can lose noth­
mg in any event, but may even be the gainer by 
defeat. If reuellion succeeds, it accomplishes 
its purpose and destroys the Government. If it 
fails, the war has been barren of re~ults, and 
the battle may be still fought out in the legis­
lative halls of the country. Treason, defeated 
in the field, has only to take possession of Con­
gress and the cabinet. 

Your committee does not deem it either neces­
sary or proper to discuss the question whether 
the late Confederate States are still States of 
this Union, or can even be otherwise. Grant­
ing this profitless abstraction, about which so 
many words have been waRted, it by no means 
follows that t.he people of those States may not 
place themselves in a condition to abrogate the 
powers and privileges incident to a State of the 
Union, and deprive themselves of all pretence of 
right to exercise those powers and enjoy those 
privileges_ A State within the Union has obli­
gations to discharge as a member of the Union. 
J..t must submit to federal laws and uphold fed­

eral authority. It must have a government 
republican in form, under and by which it is 
connected with the General Government, and 
through which it can discharge its obligations. 
It is more than idle, it is a mockery, to contend 
tl1at a people who have thrown off their alle­
gi:1nce, destroyed the local government which 
bound their States to the Union as r:1embers 
thereof, defied its authority, refused to execute 
its laws, and 0,brogated every provision which 
gave them political rights within the Union, 
s~ill retain, through all, the perfect and entire 
n?ht to resume, at their own will and pleasure, 
all their privileges within the Union, and espe­
cially to participate in its government, and to 
control the conduct of its affairs. To admit 
such a principle for one moment would be to 
declare that treason is alw:1ys master and loy­
alty a blunder. Such a principle is void, by its 
very nature and essence, because inconsistent 
with the theory of government, and fatal to its 
very existence. 

On the contrary, we a.ssert that no portion of 
th.e people of this country, whether in State or 
Territory, have the right, while remaining on its 
soil, to withdraw from or reject the authority of 
the United States. They must obey its laws as 
paramount, and acknowledge its jurisdiction. 
They have no right to secede; and while they 
can destroy their State governments, and place 
themselves beyond the pale of the Union, so far 
as the exercise of State privileges is concerned, 
they cannot escape the obligations imposed upon 
them by the Constitution and the laws, nor im­
pair the exercise of national authority. The Con• 
stitution, it will be observed, does not act upon 
States, as sucl1f.. but upon the people; while, 
therefore, the people cannot escape its authority, 
the States may, through the act of their people, 
cease to exist in an organized form, and thus 
dissolve their political relations with the United 
States_ 

That taxation should be only with the consent 
of the taxed, through their own representatives, 
is a cardinal principle of all free governments; 
but it is not true that taxation and representa­
tion must go together under all circumstances, 
and at every moment of time. The people of the 
District of Columbia and of the Territories are 
taxed, although not represented in Concrress. If 
it is true that the people of the so-called Confed­
rate States had no right to throw off the au­
thority of the United States, it is equally true 
that they are bound at all times to share the 
burdens of government_ They cannot, either le­
gally or equitably, refuse to bear their just pro­
portion of these burdens by voluntarily abdi­
cating their rights aud privileges as States of 
the Union, and refusing to be represented in the 
councils of the nation, much less by rebellion 
against national authority and levying war. 
To hold that by so doing they could escape tax­
ation would be to offer a premium for insurrec­
tion, to reward imtead of punishing for treason. 
To hold that as soon as government is restored 
to its full authority it can be allowed no time to 
secure itself against similar wrongs in the fu­
ture, or else omit the ordinary exercise of its 
constitutional power to compel equal contribu­
tion from all towards the expenses of govern­
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ment, would be unreasonable in itself and 
unjust to the nation. I tis rnfficient to reply that 
the loss of representation by the people of the 
insurrectionary States was their o,vn voluntary 
.-:hoice. They might abandon their privileges, 
but they could not escape their obligation:.; 
and surely they have no right to complain 
if, before resuming those privileges, and while the 
people of the United States are devising measures 
for the public safety, rendo.red necessary by 
the act of those who thus disfranchised them­
selves, they are compelled to contribute their 
just proportion of the general burden of taxa­
tion rncurred by their wickedness and folly. 

Equally absurd is the pretenrn that the legis­
lative authority of the nation must be inopera­
tive so far as they are concerned, while they, by 
their own act, have lost the right to take part 
in it. 'Such a proposition carries its own refu­
tation on its face. 

While thus exposing fallacies which, as your 
committee believe, are resorted to for the purpose 
of misleading the people and distracting their at­
tention from the questions at issue, we freely 
admit that such a condition of things should be 
brought, if possible, to a speedy termination. 
It is most desirable that the Union of all the 
States should become perfect at the earliest mo­
ment consistent with the peace and welfare of 
the nation ; that all these Slates should become 
fully represented in the national councils, and 
take their share in the legislation of the coun­
try. The possession and exercise of more than 
its just share of power by any section is inju­
rious, as well to that section as to all others. Its 
tendency is distracting and demoralizing, and 
such a state of affairs is only ttrbe tolerated on 
the ground of a necessary regard to the public 
safety. As soon as that safety is secured it 
should terminate. 

Your committee came to the consideration of 
the subject referred to them with the most 
anxious desire to ascertain what was the condi­
tio11 of the people of the States recently in in­
surrection, and what, if anything, was necessary 
to be done before restoring them to the full en­
joyment of all their original privile9es. It was 
undenia1'!e that the war into whict1 th<''y had 
plut.ged the country had materially cnanged 
their relation~ to the people of the loyal States. 
Slavtll"V had been abolished by constitutional 
ameudment. A large prnportion of the popu­
lation had become, instead of mere chattels, 
free men and citizens. Through all the past 
struggle these had remained true and loyal, and 
had, in large numbers, fought on the side of the 
Union. It was impossible to abandon them 
without securing them their rights as free men 
and citizens. The whore civilized world would 
have cried out against such base ingratitude, 
and the bare idea is offensive to all right-think­
ing men. Hence it became important to inquire 
what could be done to secure their rights, civil 
and r,olitical. It was evident to your committee 
that adequate security could only be found in 
aJ!propriate constitutional provisions. By an 
original provision of the Constitution, represen­
tation is based on the whole number of free 
persons in each State, and three-fifths of all 
other persons. When all become free, represen­

tation for all necessarilv follows. As a conse­
quence the inevitable effect of the rebellion 
would be to increase the political power of tlie 
insurrectionary States, w hrnevor they shoulJ 
be allowed to resume their positions as States of 
the Union. As representation is by the Consti­
tution based upon population, your committee 
did not think it advisable to recommend a 
change of that basis. The increase of represen­
tation necessarily resulting from the abolition 
of slavery WD,'l cpnsidered the most important 
element in tbe questions arising out of the 
changed condition of nffairs, and the necessity 
for some fundamental action in this regard 
seemed imperative. It appeared to your cum­
mittee that the rights of these persons by whom 
the basis of representation bad been thus in­
creased should be recognized by the General 
Government. While slaves, they were not con­
sidered as having any rights, civil or political. 
It did not seem just or proper that all the politi­
cal advantages derived from their becoming free 
should be confined to their former masters, who 
had fought against the Union, and withheld 
from thems~l ves, who had al ways been loyal. 
Slavery, by building up a ruling and dominant 
class, had produced a spirit of oligarchy adverse 
to republican institutions, which finally inaugu­
rated civil war. The tendency of continuing 
the domination of such a class, by leaving it in 
the exclusive possession of political power, would 
be to encourage the same spirit, and lead to a 
similar result. Doubts were entertained whether 
Congress bad power, even und~r the amended 
Constitution, to prescribe the qualifications of 
voters in a State, or cou,ld act directly on the 
subject. It was doubtful, in the opinion of your 
committee, whether the States would consent to 
surrender a power they had always exercised~ 
and to which they were attached. As the best, 
if not the only, method of surmounting the diffi­
cult.y, and as eminently just and proper in itself, 
your committee came to the conclusion that po­
litical power should be possessed in all the States 
exactly in proportion as the right of suffrage 
should be granted, without distinction of color 
c,r race. This it was thought would leave the 
whole question with the people of each State, 
holding out to all the ad vantage of increased 
political power as an inducement to allow all to 
participate in its exercise. Such a provision 
would be in its nature gentle and persuasive, 
and would lead, it was hoped, at no dista.nt day, 
to an equal participation of all, without distinc­
tion, in all the rights and privileges of citizen­
ship, thus affording a full and adequate protec­
tion -to all cla.sses of citizens, since all would 
have, through the ballot-box, the power of self­
protection. 

Holding these views, your committee prepared 
an amendment to the Constitution to carry out 
this idea, and submitted the snme to Congress. 
Unfort,rnately, as we think, it did not receive 
the necessary constitutional support in the Sen­
ate, and therefore could not be proposed for 
adoption by the States. The princ1pl6 involved 
in that amendment is, however, believed to be 
sound, and your committee have again proposed 
it in another form, hoping that it may receive 
the approbation of Congress. 
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Your committee l1ave been unable to find, in 
the evidence submitted to Congress by the Presi­
clcnt, mHlcr elate of March 6, 1866, in compliance 
with tho rernlutions of January 5 and February 
!.!7, 18GG, any satisfactory proof that either of 
the insurrectionary States, except, perhaps, the 
State of Tennessee, has placed itself in a condi­
tion to resume its political relations to the 
Union. The first step towards that encl would 
necesrnrily be the establishment of a republican 
form of government by the people. It has been 
before remarked that tho provisional governors, 
appointed by the President in the exercise of his 
military authority, could do nothing by virtue 
of the power thus conferred towards the estab­
lishment of a State government. They were 
acting under the War Department and paid out 
of its funds. They were simply br.iclging over 
the chasm between rebellion and restoration. 
And yet we find them calling conventions and 
convening legislatures. Kot only this, but we 
find the conventions and legislaturet thus con­
vened acting under executive direction as to the 
provisions required to be adopted in their con­
stitutions and ordinances as conditions precedent 
to their teco13nition by the President. The in­
ducement held out by the Prnsident for com­
pliance with the conditions imposed was, directly 
m one instance, and presumably, therefore, in 
others, the immediate admission of Senators and 
Representatives to Congress. The character of 
the conventions and legislatures thus assembled 
was not such as to inspire confidence in the good 
faith of their members. Governor Perry, of 
South Carolina, dissolved the convention assem­
bled in that State before the suggestion had 
reached Columbia from Washington that tho 
rebel war deLt should be repudiated, and gave 
as his reason that it was a" revolutionary body." 
There is no evidence of the loyalty or disloyalty 
of the members of those conventions and legis­
latures except the fact of pardons being asked 
for on their account. Some of these States now 
claimin'g '"representation refused to adopt the 
conditions imposed. No reliable information is 
found in these papers as to tho constitutional 
provisions of several of these States, while in 
not one of them is there the slightest evidence 
to show that these" amended constitutions," as 
tcey are called, have ever been submitted to the 
people for their adoption. In North Carolina 
alone an ordinance was passed to that effect, but 
it does not appear to have been acted on. Not one 
of them, therefore, has been ratified. Whether, 
with President Johnson, we adopt the theory 
that the old constitutions were abrogated and 
destroyed, and the people "deprived of all civil 
government," or whether we adopt the alterna­
tive doctrine that they were only sudpendecl and 
were revived by the suppression of the rebel­
lion, the new provisions must be comiderecl as 
equally destitute of 1alidity before adoption by 
the people. If the conventions were called for the 
sole purpose of putting the State government into 
operation, they had no power either to adopt a 
new constitution or to amend an old one with­
out the consent of the people. Nor could either 
a convention or a legislature change the funda­
mental hlw without power previously conferred. 
Jn the view of your committee, it follows, there­

fore, that the people of a State where the con­
stitution has been thus amended might feel them­
selves justified in repudiating altogether all such 
unauthorized assumptions of power, and might 
be expected to do so at llleasure. 

So far as the disposit10n of the people of the 
insurrectionary States, and the probability of 
their adopting mea.,ures conforming to the 
changed condition of affairs, can be inferred. 
from the papers submitted by the President as 
the basis of his action, the prospects are far from 
encouraging. It appears quite clear that the 
anti-slavery amendments, both to the StatQ and 
Federal Constitutions, were adopted with reluc­
tance by the bodies which <lid adopt them, while 
in some States they have been either pa,sed by 
in silence or rejected. The language of all toe 
provisions and ordinances of these States on the 
subject amounts to nothing more than an un­
willing admission of an unwelcome truth. As 
to the ordinance of secession, it is, in some cases, 
declarnd "null and void," and in others simply 
"repealed;"· and in no instance is a refutat10n 
of this deadly heresy considered worthy of a 
place•in the new constitution. 

If, as the President assumes, these insurreo­
tionary States were, at the close of the war, 
wholly without State governments, it woulclseem 
that, before being admitted to participation in 
the direction of public affairs, such governments 
should be regularly organized. Long usage 
has established, and numerous statutes have 
pointed out, the mode in which this should be 
done. A convention to frame a form of govern­
ment should be assembled under competent au­
thority. Ordinarily, this authority emanates 
from Congress; but, under the peculiar circum­
stances, your committee is not disposed to criti- / 
ciso the President's action in assuming the power 
exercised by him in this regard. The convention, 
when assembled, should frame a constitution of 
government, which should be submitted to the 
people for adoption. If adopted, a legislature 
should be convened to pass the laws necessary 
to carry it into effect. When a State thus or­
ganized claims representation in Congress, the 
election of representatives should be provided 
for by law, in accordance with the laws of Con­
gress regulating representation, and· the proof 
that the action taken has been in conformity to 
law should be submitted to Congress. 

In no case have these essential preliminary 
steos been taken. The conventions assembled 
seem to have assmned that the constitutions 
which had been repudiated and overthrown were 
still in existence, and operative to constitute 
the State$ members of the Union, and to have 
contented themselves with such amendments as 
they were intormecl were requisite in order to 
insure their return to an immediate participation 
in the Government of the United States. Not 
waiting to ascertain whether the people they 
represented would adopt even the proposed 
amendments, they at once ordered elections of 
representatives to Congress, in nearly all in­
stances before an executive had been chosen to 
issue writs of election under the State laws, and 
such elections as were held were ordered by the 
conventions. In one instance, at least, the writs 
of electio~ were signed by the provisional gov, 
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ernor. Glaring irreguhrities and unw:1rranted 
g,ssumptions of power are manifest in severo.l 
cases, p:1rticul:irly in South Carolina, where the 
~onveution, although disbanded by the pro­
,:ision:11 governor or. the ground that it was a 
:-evolu lionary body, assumed to redistrict the 
State. 

It is quite evident frorn all these facts, o.nd 
indeed from the whole mo.rs of tBstimony sub­
mitted bf the President to the Senr.,,te, tho.t in 
no instance was regard po.id t,, any other con­
sideration than obtaining imn::edio.te admission 
!o Cq,p_gress, under th_e barren form of au dection 
m wluch no precautions were taken to e,,cure 
regularity of proceedings or the assent of ~he 
people. No constitution 1ias been legally adorte'.l 
except, perho.ps, in the State of Tennessee, and 
such elections as have been held were without 
authority of law. Your committee are accorJ.­
ingly forced to the conclusioP th:1t the State, 
referred to have not placed themselves in aeon.. 
dition to cbim representation in Congress, unless 
all the rules which have, since the founchtion 
of the Government, been deemed esseot.ial in 
such cases should be disregarded. 

It would undouLtedly be competent for Con­
gress to waive all formalities and to admit these 
ConfedEirate States to representation at once, 
trusting that time and experience would set all 
things right. Whether it would be advisable to 
do so, however, must depund upon other con­
siderations of wl1ich it remains to tre:1t. Dut it 
may well be observed, that the inducements to 
such a step should be of the very highest char­
acter. It seems to your committee not unreason­
able to require satisfactory evidence that•the 
ordinances and constitutional yrovisions which 

' the President deemed essentia in the first in­
stance will be permanently adhered to by the 
people of the States seeking restoration, after 
being admitted to full p:1rticipution in the 
government, and will not be repudiated when 
that object shall have been accomplished. And 
here the burden of proof rests upon the late 
insurgents who are seeking restoration to the 
rights and privileges which they willingly ab:1!1­
doned, and not upon tlie people of the United 
States who have never undertaken, directly OT 

indirectly., to deprive them thereof. It should 
appear ailirmn.tively tlrnt they are prep:1red and 
disposed in good faith to accept the results of 
the war, to abandon their hostility to the Gov­
ernment, and to live in pen.ca and amity with 
the people !lf the loyal States, extending to all 
cL1sses of citizens equ:11 rights and privileges, 
and conforming to the republican ide:1 of liberty 
and equality. They should exhibit in their acts 
something more than an unwilling submission 
to an unavoidable necessity-a feeling, if not 
cheerful, certn.inly not offensive and defiant. 
And they should evince n.n entire repudiation 
of all hostility to the General Government, by 
an acceptance of such just and reasonable con­
ditions as tlrnt Government sl,ould think the 
public safety demands. I-fas this been do110? 
Let us look at the facts shown by the evidence 
taken by the committee. 

Hardiy is the war closed before the people of 
these insurrectionn.ry States come forwn.rd and 
haughtily claim, as :. right, the privi~ege of par­

ticipa(ing at once in that Government which 
they had for four yeai·s been fighting to overs 
throw. Allowed and encouraged by the Execu­
tive to orgm1ize Sl:1te governments, they at once 
pbced in power leading rebels, unrepentant antt 
unpn.rdoned, excluding with contempt those who 
had manifested an :1ttacl1ment to the Union, and 
preferring, in many ,instances, those who had 
,·endered themselves the most obuoxions. In 
the face of the bw requirin~ an on.th which· 
would necessarily exclude all Buch men from 
federal offices, they elect, with very few excep­
tions, n.s Sen:1tors and Representatives in Con­
gress men who had actively participated in the 
rebellion, insultingly denouncing the bw as un­
constitutionn,l. It is only necessary to instance 
the election to tho Senate of the late vice presi­
<lent of the Confederacy, a man who, aguinst his 
own decbred couviclions, had lent all the weigM 
0f his acknowledged ability and of his influence 
ll~ a most prominent public man to the cause of 
tl'.e rebelJi,iu, and who, unpardoned rebel as he 
is, with that oath staring him in the face, had 
th~ assurance to lay his credentials on the ta1le 
of the Senn.te. Other rebels of scarcely less note 
N notoriety were selected from other. quarters. 
Profos;;ing no repcntn,nce, glorying appn.rcntly 
in the crime they hn.d committed, av0wing still, 
as the uncontraclicted testimony of :Mr. Stephens 
and many others proves, an adherence to the 
pernicious doctrine of secession, and decbring 
that they: yielcled only to necessity, they insist, 
with unan;mons voice, upon their rights as States, 
and proclaim teat they will submit to no con­
ditions whatever as preliminary to their re­
sumption·of power under tlrnt Constitution which 
they still claim the right to repudiate. 

Examining the evidence taken by your com­
mittee still further, in conoeclion with facts too 
notorious to be disputed, it appe:1rs tlrnt the 
southern press, with few exceptions, and those 
mostly of n~wspn.pers recently established by 
northern men, abound with weekly and daily 
abuse of the institutions and people of <tii.e loyal 
Stn.tes; defends tile men who led, :1nd the princi­
ples which incited, the rebellion; denounces and 
reviles southern men who adhered to the Union; 
and strives, const:1ntly and unscrupulously, by 
every means in its power, to keep :1live the fire 
of hate and discord between the eections; calling 
upon the President to vi:;late his oath of office, 
overturn the Government by force of arms, and 
drive the representatives of the people from their 
se:1ts in Congress. The national banner is 
openly insulted, and the nation:11 n.irs scoffed at, 
not only by an ignorn,nt popubce, but n.t publio 
meetings, and once, n.mong other notable in­
stances, at a dinner given in honor of n, notorious 
rebel wh0 had viobted his o:1th and abancloued 
his flag. The same individun.i is elected to an 
import:1nt office in the le:1ding cily of his State, 
although an unpardoned rebel, and rn offenoivi, 
that the .President refuses to allow him to enter 
upon his offici:11 duties. In another State the 
leading general of the rebel armies is openly 
nominated for governor by the ~peaker of the 
house of delegates, and the nomin:1tion is hailed 
by the ;people with shouts of satisfaction, and 
openly mdorsed by the press. 

Looking still further at the evidence taken 
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by your committee, it is found to be clearly 
,;hown, by witnesses of the highest character, 
and h3,ving tho best means of observation, that 
the Freedmen's Bareau, instituted for the relief 
a.nd protection of freedmen and refugees, is 
almost univerrnlly opposed by the mass of the 
population, and e.xists in an ufficient cond1tiou 
only under military protection, while the Union 
men of the South are earnest in its defence, 
df•clarin~ with one voice that without its pro­
tection tile colored people would not be permit­
tel to bbor at fair prices, and could hardly live 
in safety. They also testify that without the 
protection of United States troops Union men, 
whether of northern or southern origin, would 
be obliged to abandon their homes. 'l'he feeling 
in many portions of the country towards tho 
emancipated slaves, es{'ecially among the uned­
ucated and ignorant, 1s one of vindictive and 
malic:ious hatred. This deep-seated prejudice 
against color is assiduously cultivated by the 
puL!ic jomnals, and leads to acts of cruelty, 
oppression, and murder, which the local author­
ities are [Lt no p[l,ins to prevent or punish. There 
is no general disposition to place the colored 
race, comtituting at le[Lst two fifths of the popu­
bt.ion, upon tel'ms even of ci vii equality. While 
nmny instances may be fonnd where large 
planters [Lnd men of the better class accept the 
situ[Ltion, r,,nd honestly strive to bring abont a 
Letter order of things, by employing the freed­
men [Lt fair wages and treating them kindly, 
the general feeling and disposition among all 
classes are yet totr.lly averse to the toleration 
of any class of people friendly to the Union, 
be thev wl,ite or ulack ; and this aversion is 
not unfrequently manifested in an insulting and 
offensive manner. 

The witnesses examined as to Uie willingness 
of the 12eople of the South to contribute, under 
existinf!laws, to the payment of the nation[Ll 
debt, prove that the taxes levied by the United 
States will be paid only on compulsion and 
with g1!eat reluct'.1nce, while there prevails, to a 
r,ousiderable extent, an exp~t[l,lion that com­
pensation will be made for slaves emancipated 
and property destroyed during the war. The 
testimony on this point comes from officers of 
the Union army, ollicers of the bte rebel army, 
Union men of the Southern States, and avowed 
secessionists, almost all of whom sbte that, in' 
their opinion, the people of the rebellious States 
-would, if they should see a prospect of success, 
repudiate the national debt. ,.,. 

While there is scarcely any hope or desire 
among leading men to renew the attempt at 
secess10n at any future time, there is still, ac­
eording to a ~arge number of witnesses, includ­
ing A. II. Stephens, v,:10 may be regarded as 
good authority on that point, a generally pre­
V[Liling oninion which defends th" legal nght 
of secessi'on, and upholds the doctrine that the 
first allegiance of the people is due to the States, 
,and not to the United States. This belief evi­
dently prevails among leading and prominent 
men as well as among the masses everywhere, 
except in some of the northern counties of Ala­
bama and the eastern counties of Tennessee. 

The evidence of an intense hostility to the 
1i'ederal Union, and an equally intense love of 
the late Confederacy, nurtured by the war, is de­

cisive. While it appears that nearly all are 
willing t9 submit, at least for the time being. to 
the federal authority, it is equally clear that the 
ruling motive is a dAsire to obtain the advanta­
ges whicl;i will be derived from a representation 
in Congress. Officers of the Union army on 
duty, and northern men who go South to en­
gage in business, are generally detested and pro­
fcnbed. 8outhern men who adhered to the 
Union are bitterly hated and relentlessly perse­
cuted. In some localities prosecutions have 
been instituted in ::\t[l,te courts against Union 
officers for acts done in the line of official dnty, 
and similar prosecntions are threatened else­
where as soon as the l;ni!ed States troops are 
removed. All such demonstrations show a state 
of feeling against which it is unmistakably ne­
cessary to gu[Lrd. · 

The testimony is conclusive that after the col­
lapse of the Con.federacy the feeling of the people 
of the rebellious Staies was that of abject snb­
mission. Having appealed to the tribunal of 
arms, they had no hope except that by the 
m[Lgnanimity of their conquerors their liYes, and 
possibly their property, might be pre~crved. 
Unfortunately, the general issue of }J[Lrdons to 
persons who had been prominent in the rebel­
lion, and the feeling of kindness and conciliation 
mnuifested by the Executive, and very gene­
rally indicated through the northern press, had 
the effect to render whole communities forgetful 
of the crime they had committed, defiant towards 
the Federal Government, and regardless of their 
duties as citizens. The conciliatory measures of 
the Government do not seem to ham been met 
even half way. The bitterness and defiance ex­
hibited toward the United 8tates under such cir­
cumstances is without a parallel in the historv 
of the world. In returri for our leniency we 
receive only an insulting denial of our author­
ity. In ·return for our kind desire for the re­
sumption of fraternal relations we receive only 
an insolent assumption of rights and privileges 
long since forfeited. The crnne we have pun­
ished is paraded as a virtue, and the principles 
of republican government which we h[l,ve vindi­
cated at ~o terrible cost [LrO denounced as unjust 
and oppressive. ' 

If we add to this evidence the fact tlrnt, al­
though peace has been declared by the Presi­
dent, he has not, to thi~ d:iy, deemed it safe to 
restore the writ of habeas corpus, to relieve tha 
insurrectionary States of martial law, nor to 
withdraw the troops from many localities, and 
tha~ the commanding general deems an increase 
of the army indispensable to the preservation 
of order and the protection of loyal and well­
disposed people in the South, the proof of a 
condition of feeling hostile to the Union and 
dangerous to the Government throughout the 
insurrect ionary States would seem to be over­
whelming. 

\Vith such evidence before them, it is th11 
opinion of your committee­

!. That the States lately in rebellion were, 
at the close of the war, disorganized commnni­
ties, without civil government, and without con­
stitutions or other forms, by virtue of which 
political relations could legally exist between 
them and the Federal G,overnment. 

II. That Congress cannot be expected to re­
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cognize as valid the election of representatives 
from disorganized communities, wliich,from the 
very nature of the case, were unable to present 
then· claim to representation under those estab­
lished and recognized rules, the observance of 
which has been hitherto required. 

III. That Congress would not be justified in 
admitting such communities to a participation 
in the government of the country without first 
provi<ling such constitutional or other guaran­
tees as will tend to secure the civil rights of all 
citizens of the Republic; a just equality of rep­
resentation; protection a~ainst claims founded 
in rebellion and crime; a temporary restoration 
of the right of suffrage to those who have not 
actively participated in the efforts to destroy 
the Union and overthrow the Government; and 
the exclusion from positions of public trust of 
at least a portion of those •whose crimes have 
proved them to be enemies to the Union, and 
unworthy of public confidence. 

Your committee will, perhaps, hardly be deemed 
excusable for extending this report further; 
but inasmuch as immediate and unconditional 
representation of the States lately in rebellion 
is demanded as a matter of right, and delay, and 
even hesitation, is denounced as grossly oppres­
sive and unjust, as well as unwise and impolitic, 
it may not be amiss again to call attention to a 
few undisputed and notorious facts, and the 
principles of public law applicable thereto, in 
order that_ the propriety of that claim may be 
fully considered and well un<lerstood. 

The State of Tennessee occupies a position 
distinct from all the other insurrectionary States, 
and has been the subject of a separate report, 
which your committee have not thought it expe­
dient to disturb. Whether Congress shall see 
fit to make that State the subject of separate 
action, or to include it in the same category with 
all others, so far as concerns the imposition 
of preliminary conditions, it is not within the 
province of this committee either to determine 
or advise. 

To ascertain whether any of the so-called 
Confederate States "are entitled to be repre­
sented in either House of Congress," the essen­
tial inquiry is, whether there is, in any One of 
them, a constituency qualified to be represented 
in Congress. The question how far persons 
claiming seats in either House possess the cre­
dentials necessary to enable them to represent a 
duly qualified constituency is one for the con­
sideration of each House separately, after the 
prelimi_nary question ~hall have been finally 
determmed. 

We now propose to re-state, as briefly as 
possible, the general facts and principles appli­
cable to all the States recently in rebellion. 

First. The seats of the senators and repre­
sentatives from the so-called Confederate States 
became vacant in the year 1861, during the 
second session of the Thirty-sixth Congress, by the 
voluntary withdrawal of their incumbents, with 
the sanction and by direction of the legislatures 
or conventions of their respective States.· This 
,was done as a hostile act against the Constitution 
and Government of the United States, with a de­
clared intent to overthtow the same by forming 
0, southern confederation. This act of declare<l 
hostility was spee<lily ·followed by an organiza­

tion of the same States into a confederacy, ·:which 
levied and waged war, by sea and land, again&.t 
the United States. This war continued• more 
than four years, within which period the rebel 
armies besieged the national capital, invaded the 
loyal States, burned their towns and citios, rob­
bed their citizens, destroyed more than 250,000 
loyal soldiers, and imposed an increased national 
burden of not less than $3,500,000,000, of which 
seven or eight hundred millions have already 
been met and paid. From the time these con­
federated States thus withdrew their representa­
tion in Congress and levied war against tlie United 
States, the great mass of their peo1,le became and 
were insurgents, rebels, traitors, and all of tbe1n 
assumed and occupied the political, legal, and 
practical relation of enemies of the United States, 
This position is established by acts of Congres.a 
and judicial decisions, and is recognized repeat­
edly by the President in public proclamations, 
documents, and speeches. 

Second. The States thus confederated prosecu­
ted their war against the United States to final 
arbitrament, and did not cease until all their 
armies were captured, their military power des­
troyed, their civil officers, State and confederate, 
taken prisoners or put to flight, every Yestige of 
State and confederate government obliterated, 
their territory overrun and occupied by the fede­
ral armies, and their people reduced to the con­
dition of enemies conquered in war, entitled only 
by public law to such rights, privileges, an<l con­
ditions as might be vouchsafed by the conqneror. 
This position is also establishe<l by judicial cleci­
sions, and is recognized by t.he President in public 
proclamations, documents, and speeches. 

Third. Having voluntarily deprived them­
selves of representation in Congress, for the 
criminal purpose of destroying the Federal Union, 
and having reduce<l themselves, bv the act of 
levying war, to the condition of public\nemies, 
they have no right to complain of temporary ex­
clusion frurn Congress; but on the contrary, 
having voluntarily renounced the right to rep· 
resentation, and dil3qualified themselves by crime 
from participating in the Government, the bt1rden 
now rests upon them, before claiming to be rein­
stated in their former condition. to show that 
they are qualified to resume federal relations. 
In order to do this, they must prove that they 
have established, with the consent of the people, 
republican forms of government in harmony with 
the Constitution and laws oJ the United ~tates, 
that all hostile purposes have ceased, and should 
give adequate guarantees against. future treason 
and rebellion-guarantees which shall prove 
satisfactory to the Government against which 
they rebelled, and by whose arms they were sub­
dued. 

Fourth. Having, by this treasonable with­
drawal from Congress, and by flagrant rebellion 
and war, forfeited all civil and political rights 
and privileges under the Constitution, they can 
only be restored thereto by the permission and 
authority of that constitutional power against 
which they rebelled aad by which they were 
subdued. · • 

Fifth. These rebellious enemies were conquer­
ed by the people of the United States, acting 
through all· the co-ordinate branches of the 
Government, and not by the executive depart­
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ment alone. The powers of conqueror are not 
so vested in the PresiJent that he can fix and 
regulate the term~ of settlement and confer 
congression-111 representation on conquered rijb­
el~ and traitors. Nor can he, in any way, qualify 
enemies of the Government to exercise its law­
making power. The authority to restore rebels 
to political power in the :E'ederal Government 
can be exercised only with the concurrence of 
all the departments in which political power is 
vested; and hence the several proclamations of 
the President to the people of the Confederate 
States can not be considered as extending beyond 
the purposes declared, and can only be regarded 
as provisional permission by the commander-in­
chief of the armv to do certain acts, the effect 
::md validity whereof is to be determined by the 
constitutional government, and not solely by the 
executive power. 

Sixth. The que~ion before Congress is, then, 
whether conquered enemies have t11e right, and 
slrnll be permitted at their own pleasure and on 
their own terms, to participate in making laws 
for their conquerors; whether conquered rebels 
may change their theatre of operations from 
the battle-field, where they were defeated and 
c,verthrown, to the halls of Congress, and, 
through their representatives, seize upon the 
Government which they fought to destroy; 
whether the national trea-sury, the army of the 
nation, its navy, its forts and arsenals, its whole 
civil administration, its credit, its pensioners, 
the widows an orphans of those who perished 
in the war, the public honor, peace and safety, 
shall all be turngd over to the keeping of its 
recent enemies without delay, and without im­
posing such conditions as, in the opinion of 
Congress, the security of the country and its 
institutions may demand. 

Seventh. The history of mankind exhibits no 
example of such madness and folly. The in­
stinct of self-preservation protests against it. 
The surrender by Grant to Lee, and by Sher­
man to Johnston, would have been disasters of 
less magnitude, for new armies could have been 
raised, new battles fought, and the Government 
saved. The anti-coercive policy, which, under 
pretext of avoiding bloodshed, allowed the re­
bellion to take form and gather force, would be 
surpassed in infamy by the matchless wickeclness 
that would now surrenqer the halls of Congress 
to those so recently in rebellion, until proper 
precautions shall have been taken to secure the 
nritional faith and the national safety. 

Eighth. As has been shown in this report, and 
in the evidence submitted, no proof has been 
afforded by Congress of a constituency in any 
one of the so-cr.1led Confederate States, unless 
we except the State of Tennessee, qualified to 
elect Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
No State constitution, or amendment to a ::itate 
constitution, has had the sanction of the people. 
All the so-called legislation of State conventions 
a?d l~gislatuyes has be.en had under ~ilitary 
dictation. If the President may, at his will, 
and un<ler his own authority, whether as mili­
tary commander or chief executive, qualify per­
sons to appoint Senators and elect Representa­
tives, and empower othern to appoint and elect 
them, he thereby riractically controls the organi­
zation of the legislative department. The on­

stitutional form of government is thereby prac­
tically destroyed, and its powers absorued in 
the Executive. And while your committee ck 
not for a moment impute to the President any 
such design, but cheerfully concede to him the 
most patriotic motives, they cannot but look 
with alarm upon a precedent so fraught with 
danger to the Republic. 

Nrnth. The necessity of providing adequate 
safeguards for the future, before restoring the in­
surrection.i,ry States to a participation in the 
direction of public affairs, is apparent from the 
bitte1· hostility to the Government and peo1,le of 
the Ulilited States yet existing throughout the 
conquered territory, as proved inconte<'tabiy by 
the testimony of many witnesses and by un­
disputed facts. 

Tenth. The conclusion o( your committee 
therefore is, that the so-called Confederate States 
are not at r,resent entitled to representation in 
the Congress of the United States; that, before 
allowing such representation, adequate .ecurity 
for future peace arid safety Ehoulcl be required; 
that this can only be found in such changes 0£ 
the organic la,w as shall determine the civil 
rights and privileges of all citizens in all parts 
of the Republic, shall place represenbtion on an 
equitable basis, shall fix a stigma upon treason, 
and protect the loyal people against future 
claims for the expenses mcurred in support of 
rebellion and for manumitted sl.i,ves, together 
with an express grant of power in Congress to 
enforce those provisions. To this end they offer 
a joint resolution for amending the Constitutiou 
of the United States, and the two several bills 
designed to carry the same into effect, before 
referred to. 

Before closing this report, your committee beg 
leave to state that the specific recommendations 
submitteJ by them are t110 result of mutual con­
cession, after a long and careful comparison of 
conflicting opinions. Upon a question of such 
magnitude, infinitely important as it is to the 
future of the Republic, it was not to be expected. 
that all should think alike. Sensible of the im­
perfections of the scheme, your committee sub­
mit it to Congress as the best they could agree. 
upon, in the hope that its imperfections may be 
curecl. and it.~ deficiencies supplied, by legisla­
tive wisdom; and that, when finally adopted, 
it may tend to restore peace and harmony tc 
the whole country, and to place our Tepuhlican 
institutions on a more stable foundation. 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 
JA:l!ES \V. GRIMES, 
IRA HARRIS, 
J. M. HowARD, 

GEORGE l-I. WILLIA.MS, 

'J.'HADDEUS STEVENS, 

ELLIIIU B. \VASI!IlURNE, 

JUSTIN s. MoRinLL, 

JNo. A. BrNGJIAM, 

lillSCOE CONKLING, 

GEORGE S. BOUTWELL. 


Minority Report. 
June 22-Mr. JoIINSON in the Senate, and Mr. 

ROGERS in the House, submitted this 
:REPORT: 

The undersigned, a minority of the joint com­
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mittee of the Senate and House of Representa­
tives, constituted under the concurrent resolu­
tion of the 13th of December, 1865, making it 
tl10ir duty to "inquire into the condition of the 
States which formed the so-called Confederate 
Slates of America, and to report whether they or 
any of them are entitled to be represented in 
either House of Congress, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise," not being able to concur in 
the measures recommended by the majority, or 
in the grounds upon which they base them, beg 
leave to report: 

In order to obtain a correct apprehension of 
the subject., and as having a direct bearing upon 
it., the undersigned think it all important clearly 
to ascertain what was the effect of the late in­
surrection upon the relations of the States where 
it prevailed to the General Government, and of 
the people collectively and indi7idually of such 
St11tes. To this inquiry they therefore first ad­
dress themselves. 

First, as to the States. Did the insurrection 
at it~ commencement, or at any subsequent time, 
legally dissolve the connection between those 
States and the Genernl Government? In our 
judgment, so far from this being a" profitless 
abstraction," it is a vital inquiry. For if that 
:onnection was not disturbed, such States dur­
ing the entire rebellion were as completely com­
ponent States of the United States as they were 
before the rebellion, and were bound by all the 
oblig11tions which the Constitution imposes, and 
entitled to all its privileges. 1\'as not this their 
condition? 

The opposite view alone can justify the denial 
of such rights and privileges. That a State of 
the Union can exist without possessing them is 
inconsistent with the very nature of the Gov­
ernment and terms of the Constitution. In its 
natme the Government is formed of and by 
States possessing equal rights and powers. States 
unequal are not known to the Constitution. In 
its original formation perfect equality was se­
cured. They were granted the same represen­
tation in the Senate, and the same right to be 
represented in the House of Representatives; 

' the difference in tho latter beina regulated only 
by a diiference in population. Dut every State, 
however small its population, was secnred one 
Representative in that branch. Each State was 
given the right, and the same right, to partici­
pate in the election of President and Vice Presi­
dent, and all alike were secured the benefit of 
the judicial department. The Constitution, too, 
was submitted to the people of each State sep­
arately, and adopted Ly them in that capacity. 
The convention which framed it considered, as 
they were bound to do, each as a separate sov­
ereignty, tliat could not be subjected to tho 
Constitution except by its own consent. That 
consent was consequently asked and given. The 
equality, therefore, of rights was the condition 
of the original thirteen l:3\ates before the Gov­
ernment was formed, and such equ11lity was not 
only not interfered with, but guaranteed to 
them as well in regard to the powers conferred 
upon the General Government, as to those re­
served to the States or to the people -of the 
States. 

'fhe same equality is secured to the States 
which have been admitted into the Union since 

the Cor.stitutfon was adopted. In each instance 
the t:Jtate admitted has been "declared to be one 
of the United States, on an equal footing with 
the original States in all respects whatever." 

The Constitution, too, so far as most of the 
powers it contains are concerned, operates directly 
upon the people in their individual and aggre­
gate capacity, and on all alike. Each citizen, 
therefore, of every State owes the same alle­
giance to the General Government, and is enti­
tled to the same protection. The obligation of 
this allegiance it 1s not within the legal power 
of his State or of himself to annul or evade. It 
is made paramount and perpetual, and for that 
very reason it is equally the paramount duty of 
the General Government to allow to the citizens 
of each State, and to the State, the rights se­
cured to both, and the protection necessary to 
their full enjoyment. A citizen may, no doubt, 
forfeit such rights by committing a crime against 
the United States upon convictioi, of the same, 
where such forfeiture by law antecedently passed 
is made a part of the punishment. But a State 
cannot in its corporate cap11city be made liable 
to such a forfeiture, for a State, as such, under 
the Constitution, cannot commit or be indicted 
for a crime. No legal proceeding, criminal <,r 

civil, can be instituted to deprive a State of the 
benefits of the Cor.stitut.ion, by forfeiting as 
against her any of the rights it secures. Her 
citizens, be they few or many, may be proceeded 
against under the law and convicted, but the 
State remains a State of the Union. To concede 
that, by the ille~al conduct of her own citizens, 
she can be withctrawn from the Union, is virtu· 
ally to concede the right of secession. For what 
difference does it make as regards the result 
whether a State can rightfully secede, (a doc­
trine, by-the-by, heretofore maintained by 
statesmen North as well as South,) or whether 
by the illegal conduct of her citizens she ceases 
to be a State of the Union? In either case the 
end is the same. The only difference is that hy 
the one theory she ceases by law to be such a 
State, and by the other by crime, without and 
against law. But the doctrine is wholly erro­
neous. A State once in the Union must abide 
in it forever. She can never withdraw from or be 
expelled from it. A diiferent principle would 
sul>ject the Union to dissolution at any moment. 
It is, therefore, alike perilous and unsound. 

Nor do we see that it has any support in the 
measures recommended by the majority of the 
committee. The insurrectionary States are by 
these measures conceded to be St:.tesof the Union. 
Tho proposed constitutional amendment is to be 
submitted to them as well as to the other States. 
In this respect each is placed on the same grounJ. 
To consult a State not in the Union on the pro· 
priety of adopting a constitutional amendment 
to the government of the Union, :i.nd which is 
necessarily to affect those States only composing 
the Union, would be an absurdity ; and to allow 
an amendment, v,,hich States in the Union might 
desire, to be defeated by the votes of States not 
in the Union, would be alike nonsensical and 
unjust. The verr1 measure, therefore, of sub­
mitting to all the States forming the Union be­
fore the insurrection a cons ti tu tional amendment, 
makes the inquiry, whether all at this time are 
in or out of the Union, a vital one. If they are 
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not, all should not be consulted; if they are, 
they should be, and ~hould be only because they 
are. The very fact, therefore, of such a sub­
mission concedes that the. Southern States are, 
anJ. never ceased to be, States of the Union. 

Tested, therefore, either by the nature of our 
Government or by the terms of the Constitution, 
the insurrection, now happily and utterly mp-
pressed, hw in no respect chanrred the relations 
of the 8tates, where it prevailed, to the General 
Government. On the contrary, they are to all 
intents and purposes as completely States of the 

The idea thatthewarpower, as such, hMbeen 
used, or could have been used, to extinguish the 
rebellion, is, in the judgment of the undersigned. 
utterly without foundation. That power was 
given for a different continc,ency-for the con­
tingency of a conflict with ot~er governments, an 
international conflict. If it had been thought 
that that power was to be resorted to to suppress 
a domestic strife, the words "appropriate to that 
objeu,' would have been used. But so far from 
this i.1tving been done, in the same section that 
confers it, an express provision is inserted to 

Union rs they ever were. In further support of meet the exigency of a domestic strife or insur­
this proposition, if it needed any, we may confi­
dently appeal to the fact just stated, that the 
very measure recommended, a constitutional 
amendment to be bbmitted to.such States, fur­
nishes such support; for, looking to and regard­
ing the rights of the other States, such a sub­
mission has no warrant or fiunclation exceft 
upon the hypothe,is that they are as absolute y 
States of the Union as any of the other States. 
It can never be ur.der any circumstances a 
"profitless abstraction" whether under the Con­
stitution a State is or is not a State of the Union. 
It can never be such an abstraction whether the 

rection. T0 subdue that, authority is given to 
call out t\c: militia. Whether, in the progress 
of the effort to suppress an insurrection, the 
rights incident to war as between the United 
States and foreign nations may not arise, is a 
question which in no way changes the character 
oftheconte.~tasbetween the Government and the 
insurrectionists. The exercise of such rights 
may be found convenient, or become necessary 
for the suppression of the rebellion, but the 
character of the conflict is in no way changed 
by a resort to them. That remains, as at first, 
and must from its very nature during its contin­

people of a State once in the Union can volun- ·uance remain, a mere contest in which the Gov­
tarily or by compulsion escape or be freed from 
the obligations it enjoins, or be deprived of the 
rights it confers or the protection it affords. 

.A. different doctrine necessn.rily leads to a 
dissolution of the Union. The Constitution 
supposes that insurrections may exist in a State, 
au<l provides for their suppression by givinf? 
Congress the power to "call forth the militia' 
for the purl'ose. The power is not to subjugate 
the State within whose limits the insurrection 
may preva.il, and to extinguish it as a State, but 
to preserve it as such by subduing the rebellion, 
by acting on the individual persons engaged in 
it, and not on the 8tate at all. The power is 
altogether conservative; it is to protect a State, 
not to destroy it; to prevent her being taken 
out of the Union by individual crime, not, in 
any contingency, to put her out or keep her out. 

'l'he continuance of the Union of all the 
States is necessary to the intended existence of 
the Government. The Government is formed 
by a constitutional association of States, and its 
integrity depends on the continuance of the 
entire association. If one State is withdrawn 
from it by any cause, to that extent is the Union 
dissolved. Those that remain may exist as a 
government, bnt it is not the very government 
the Constitution designs. That consists of all; 
11nd its character is changed and its power is 
diminished by the absence of any one. 

.A. different principle leads to a disintegration 

ernment seeks, and can only seek, to put an end 
to the rebellion. That achieved, the original 
con.dition of things is at once restored. Two 
judicial decisions have been made, by judges c,f 
eminent and unquestioned ability, which fully 
sustain our view. In one, that of Amy War• 
wick, before the United States district court ol 
1Iassachu$etts, Judge Sprague, referring to the 
supposed effect of the belligerent rights which it 
was conceded belonged to the Government dur­
ing the rebellion, by giving it, when suppressed, 
the rights of conquest, declared: 

"It has been supposed that if the Government 
have the right of a belligerent, then, after the 
rebellion is suppressed, it will have the rights of 
conquest; that a State anJ. its inhabitants may 
be permanently divested of all political advan­
tages, and treated as foreign territory con­
quered by arms. This is an error, a grave and 
dangerous error. Belligerent rights cannot be 
exercised where there are no belligerents. Con­
quest of a foreign country gives absolute, unlim­
ited sovereign rights, but no nation ever makes 
such a conquest of its own territory. If a hos­
tile power, either from without or :,vithin, takes 
and holds possession an<l dominion over anypo1­
tion of its territory, and the nation, by force of 
arms, expel or overthrow the enemy, and sup­
presses hostilities, it acquires no new title, and 
merely regains the possession of that of which 
it has been temporarily deprived. The nation 

that must sooner or later result in the separation ·acquires no new sovereignty, but merely main­
of all, and the consequent destruction of the 
Government. To suppose that a power to pre­
serve may, at the option of the body to which 
it is given, be used to destroy, is a proposition 
repugnant to common sense; and yet, as the 
late insurrection was put down by means of 
that power, that being the only one conferreJ. 
upon Congress to that end, that proposition is 
the one on which alone it can be pretenJ.ed that 
the Southern States :i.re not in t~e Un:on new 
as well as at first. 

tains its previous rights. 
" When the United States take possession of 

a rebel district, they merely vindicate their pre­
existing title. Under despotic governments con­
fiscation may be unlimited, but under our Gov­
ernment the right of sovereignty over any portio1. 
of a State i_s given and limited by the Constiti~­
tion, and will be the same after the war as it 
was before." . . . 

In the other, an apphcat10n for habeas corpm 
; to Mr. Justice Nelson, one of t.he judges of thA 
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Supreme Court or the United States, by James 
Egan, to be dischargr.d from an imprisonment 
t-0 which he had been sentenced by a military 
commission in South Carolina, for the offence of 
murder alleged to have been committed in that 
State, o.nd tl1e discharge was ordered, and, in an 
opinion evidently carefully prepared, among 
other things, said: . 

"For all that appears, the civil local courts of 
the State of South Carolina were in the full ex­
ercise of their judicial functions at the time of 
this trial, as restored by the suppression of the 
rebellion, some seven months previously, and 
by the revival of the laws and the reorganiza­
tion of the State in obedience to, and in confor­
mity with, its constitutional duties to the Union. 
Indeed, long previous to this the provisional 
government had been apJ?ointeu hy the Presi­
dent, who is comm,mder-m-chief of the army 
and navy of the United Stat~s, (and whose will 
under martial law constituted the only rule of 
action,) for the special purpose of changing the 
existing state of things, and restoring the ci vii 
government over the people. In operation of 
this appointment, a new constitution had been 
formed, a g<'vernor and legislature elected under 
it, and the Btate placed in the full enjoyment, or 
entitled to the f u/l enjoyment, of all her constitu­
tional rights and privileges. The constitutional 
laws of the Union wore thereby enjoyed and 
obeyed, and were as authoritative and binding 
over the people of the State as in any other 
portion of the country. Indeed, the moment 
the rebellion was suppressed, and the govern­
ment growing out of it subverted, the ancient 
laws· resumed their accustomed sway. ·subject only 
to the new r,organization by the appointment of 
the proper officer to gi.ve them operation andeffect. 
This organization and appointment of the public 
functionaries, which was und8r the supennten­
lence and direction of the President, the. com­
mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
country, and who, as such, had previously gov­
erned the State, from imperative necessity, by 
the fopce of martial law, had alre:,dy taken 
place, and the necessity no longer existed." 

This opinion is the more authoritative than it 
might pos~ibly be esteemed otherwise, from its 
being tl1e first elaborate statement of the rea­
sons which governed the majority of the Supreme 
Court at the last term in their judgment in the 
case of Milligan and others, tb<tt military com­
missions fol' tho trial of civili::-.ns a .e not cons ti­

. tutiona!. Mr. Justice Nelson wa~ one of that 
majority, and of course was advised of the 
grounds of their decision. We submit that 
nothing could be more conclusive in favor of 
the doctrine for which they are cited than these 
judgments. In. the one, the preposition of 
conquest of a State as a tight under the war to 
suppress the insurrection. is not only repudiated 
by Judge Sprague, but, because of the nature of 
our Government, is considered to be.legally im­
possible. " The right of sovereignty over any 
portion of a· State will," he tells us, " only be 
the same after the war as it was before." In the 
other, we are told " that the suppression of the 
rebellion restores the courts of the State," and 
that when her government is reorg,mized she at 
once is "in the full enjoyment, or entitled to the 

full enjoyment, or all her constitutional rights 
and privileges." 

Again, a contrary doctrine is inconsistent with 
the obligation which the Government iP under 
to each citizen of a State. Protection to each is 
a part of that obligation-protection not only as 
against a foreign, but a domestic foe. To hold 
that it is in the power of any part of the people 
of a State, whether they constitute a majority 
or minority,by engaging in insurrection and 
adopting any measure iu its prosecution to make 
citizens who are not engaged in it, but opposed 
to it, enemies of the Tl nited States, havmg no 
right to the protection which tho Constitution 
affords to citizens who are true to their alle­
giance, is as illee;al as it would be flagrantly un­
JUSt. During the conflict U1e exigency of the 
strife may justify a denial of such protection, 
and suLjoct the unoffending citizen to inconve­
nience or loss; but the conllict over, the exigency 
ceases, and the lbligation to afford him all the 
immunities and advantages of the Constitution, 
one of which is the right to be represented in 
Congress, becomes absolute and imperative. A 
different rule would enable the Government to 
escape a clear duty, and to commit a gross vio­
lation of the Constitution. It has been said that 
the Supreme Court hwe entertained a different 
doctrine in the prize cases. This, in the judg. 
mont of the undersigned, is a clear misappre­
hension. One of the questions in those cases 
was, whether in such a contest as was being 
waged for the extinguishment of the insurrec­
tion, belligerent rights, as between the Qnited 
States and other nations, belonged to the former. 
The Court properly held that they did; but the 
parties engaged in the rebellion were desig­
natad as traitors, and liable to he tried as trai­
tors when the rebellion should terminate. If 
the Confederate States, by force of insurrection, 
became foreign States and lost their character as 
States of the Union, then the contest was an in­
ternational one, and treason was no more com­
mitted by citizens of the former agaimt the latter, 
than by those of the latter against the forme~. 
Treason necessarily assumes allegiance to the 
government, and allegiance necessarily assumes 
a continuing obligation to the government. 
Neither predicament was true, except upon the 
hypothesis that the olu state of things continued. 
In other words, that the States, notwithstand­
ing the insurrection, were continuously, and are 
now, States of the United States, and their citi­
zens responsible to the C.onstitution and the laws. 
Second: what is there, then, in the preson t poli­
tical condition of such States that justifies their 
exclusion from representation in Congress? Is 
it because they are without organized, govern­
ments, or without governments republican in 
point of form? In fact, we know that they 
have governments completely organized with 
l~Pislative, executive, and judicial functions. 
\v e know that they are now in successful opera• 
tion; no one within their )imits questions their 
legality, or is denied their protection. How 
they were formed. nuder what auspices they 
were formed, are inquiries with which Congress 
has no concern. The right of the people of a 
State to form a government for themselves has 
never been questioned. In the absence of any re:, 
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etriction that right would be absolute; any form 
could be arlopted that t~ey might determin.e up­
on. The Const1tut10n imposes but a single re­
etriction-that the government adopted shall be 
" of a republican form," and this is done in the 
obligation to guarantee every State such a form. 
It g1v.es no power to frame a constitution for a 
State. lt operates alone upon one already 
formed by the State. In the words of the Fed­
eralist, (No. 44,) "it supposes • pre-existing 
government of the form which is to be guaran· 
teed." It is not pretended that the existin" 
governments of the States in question are not o1 
the required form. The objection is that they 
were not legally established. But it is confi­
dently submitted that that is a matter with 
which Congress has nothing to do. The power 
to establish or modify a State government be­
longs exclusively to tht> people· of the State. 
When they shall exercise it, how they·shall ex­
ercise it, what provisions it shall contain, it is 
their exclusive right to decide, and when decid­
ed, t~1eir decision is obligatory upon everybody, 
and mdependent of all congressional control, if 
such government be republican. To convert an 
obligation of guarantee into an authority to in­
terfere in any way in the formation of the gov­
ernment to be guaranteed is to do violence to 
language. If it be said that the President did 
illegally interfere in the organization of such 
governments, the answers are obvious: First. 
If it was true, if the people of such States not 
only have not, but do not, complain of it, but, on 
the contrary, have pursued his advice, and are 
satisfi.ed with and are living under the govern­
ments they have adopted, and those govern­
mehts are republican in form, wbat right has 
Congress to interfere or deny their legal exist­
ence? Second. Conceding, for argument's 
sake, that the Presid@t's alleged interference 
was unauthorized, does it not, and for the same 
reason, follow that any like interference by 
Congress would be equally unauthorized? A 
different view is not to be maintained because of 
the differeLce in the nature of the powers con­
ferred upon Congress and the President, the one 
being legislative and the other executive; for it 
is equaUy, and upon the same ground, beyond 
the scope of either to form a government for a 
people of a State once in the Union, or to expel 
such a State from the Union, or to deny, tempo­
rarily or permanently, the rights which belong 
to a State and her people under the Constitu­
tion. 

Congress may admit new States, but a State 
once admitted ceases to be within its control, 
and can never again be brought within it. What 
changes her people may at any time think proper 
to mali:e in her constitution is a matter with wlnch 
neither Congress nor any department of the 
General Government can rnterfere, unless such 
changes make the State government anti-repub­
lican, and then it can only be done under the ob­
ligation to guarantee that it be republican. 
Whatever may be the extent of the power con­
!erred upon Congress in the 3d section, article 4, 

adrLission into the Union, no one has ever pre­
tended that when that is had, the State can again 
he brought within its influence. The pOWt'r is 
exhausted when once executed, the suliject forth­
with passingoutofits reach. The State admitted, 
like the original thirteen States, becomes at onco 
and forever independent of congressional control. 
A different vi0w would change the entire cl1arac­
ter of the Government as its framers an<f'their 
contemporaries designed and underHood it to be. 
They never intended to make the State govern­
ments s11bordinate to the General Government. 
Each was to move supreme within its own orbit; 
but as each would not alone have met the exigen­
cies of a government adequate to all the wants of 
the people. the two, in the langul6ge of.\! r. Jelfer­
son, constituted" co-ordinated! partments ofone 
single and integral whole;" the one having the 
power oflegislat10u and administration "in atiairs 
which concerned their own citizens only;" the 
other," whatever concerned foreigners, or citizens 
of other States." Within their respective limits 
each is paramount. Tl:;e States, as to all powers 
not delegated to the General Government, are as 
in,Jependent of that government as the lat-ter, in 
regard to all powers that are delegated to it, is 
independent of the governments of the States. 
The proposition, then, that Congress can, by force 
or otherwise, under the war or insurrectionary 
or any other power, expel a State from the Union, 
or reduce it to a territorial condition and govern 
it as such, is utterly without foundation. The 
undersigned deem it unnecessary to examine the 
question further. They leave it upon the obser­
vations submitted, considering it perf~ctly clear 
that States, notwithstanding occurnng insurrec­
tions, con.tinue to be States of the Umon. ' 

Thirdly. If this is so, it necessarily follows 
that the rights of States under the Constitution, 
as originally possessed and enjoyed Ly them, are 
still theirs, and those they are now enjoying, as 
far as they depend upon the executive and ju­
dicial departments of the government. By each 
of these departments they are recognized as 
States. By the one, all officers of the govern­
ment required by law to be appointed in such 
States have been appointed, and are discharging, 
without question, their respective functions. 
By the other they are, as States, enjoying the 
Lenefit, and subjected to. the· powers of that de­
partment; a fact conclusive to show that, in the 
estimation of the judiciary, they are, as they 
were at first, States of the Union, bound by the 
laws of the Uni-0n, and entitled to all the rights 
incident to that, rela.tion. And yet, ,o far they 
are denied that right which the Constitutiot.: 
properly esteems as the security of al~ tue 
others-that right, without which governmP.nt 
1s anything but a republic-is incteed l:,i:a a ty­
ranny-the right of having a v01ce in tue ~eg1s­
lative department, whose laws brnd them in per­
son and in property ;-this, it is sut>rmttcd, is a 
state of things witl,out example in a representa­
tive republ;can government; and Congress, as 
long as 1t denies tnis nght, is a mere despot1s~. 
\Jit,Zf,ns may t,e made to submit to it liy force, 

of the Constitution. to admit new States-i::: wt,at. / or dread of force, but a fraternal spmt and good 
manner and to what extent they can, under that, feeling toward those wlrnimpose it, so imp.c,r1ant 
l''Jwer, inter.fare. in the formation and clrnrai.ter lto the peace and prosperity of the cout>ir):, ar~ 
of -the Constitut10n of such Sw.tes prelmnnary t_o not to be hoped for, but rather unharr;neaa_ 
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dissatisfaction, and enmity. There is bul one 
ground on which such conduct can find auy ex­
cuse-a supposed public necessity; the peril of 
destruction to which the government would be 
subjected, if the right was allowed. But for 
such a supposition there is not, in the opm1on 
of the undersigned, even a shadow of founda­
tion. 

Th~representatives of the States in which 
there was no insu,rection, if the others were 
represented, would in the House, 1rnder the 
present apportionment, exceed the btter by a 
majority of seventy-two votes, and ~ave a 
decided preponderance in the Senate. ·what 
danger to the Government, then, can possibly 
arise from southern representation? Are the 
present Senators and Representatives fearful of 
themselves? Are they apprehensive that they 
might be led to the destruction of our institu­
tions by the persuasion, or any other influence, 
of southern members Y How disp,,raging to 
themselves is such an apprehtnsion. Are they 
apprehensive that thoso who may succeed theni 
from their respective States may be so fatally 
led astray? How disparaging is that supposi­
tion to the patriotism and wisdom of their con­
stituents. Whatever effect on mere party suc­
cess in the future such a representation may 
have we shall not stop to inquire. The idea 
that the country is to be kept in turmoil, States 
to be reduced to bondage, and their rights under 
the Constitution denied, and their c1tizens <le-, 
graded, with a view to the continuance in power 
of a mere political party, cannot for a moment 
be entertained without imputing gross dishonesty 
of purpose and gross dereliction of duty to those 
who may entertain it. Nor do we deem it neces­
sary to refer particularly to the evidence taken 
by tbe committee to show that there is nothing 
in the present condition of the people of the 
southern States that even excuses on that ground 
fl, denial of representation to them. We content 
ourselves with saying that in our opinion the 
evidence most to be relied upon, whether regard­
ing the character of the witnesses or their means 
of information, shows that representatives from 
the southern States would prove perfectly loyal. 
We specially refer for this only to the testimony 
of Lieutenant General Grant. His loyalty and 
his intelligen~e no on~ can doubt. In his letter 
to the President of the 18th of December, 1865, 
after he had recently visited South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Georgia, he says: 

"Both in tra.velling and while stopping, I saw 
much and conversed freely with the citizens of 
those States, as well as with officers of the army 
who have been among them. The following are 
the conclusions come to by me: 

" I am satisfied that the mass of thinking men 
' of the South accept the present situation of af­

Jairs in good faith. The questions which have 
heretofore divided tha sentiments of the people 
of the two sections-slavery and State rights, 
or the right of a State to secede from the Union 
-they regard as having been settled foreyer by 
the highest ttibunal, arms, that man can resort 
to. I was rileased to learn f ram the leading men 
whom I met that theJJ not only accrpted the de­
cision arrived at as final, but that now, the smoke 
of battle ha8 cleared away and time has been 

given for reflection, that this decision has been a 
fortunate one for the whole co,,nlry, they receiv­
ing tl,e like bunrfits from it with those who op­
posed them in tlie field and in the cause. ;:. * 

"My ob~ervutions lead me to the conclnsiou 
that the citizens of tl,e southern Stutes are anx­
ious to return to self-government within the Union 
as soon as possible; that while reconstructing 
they want and require protection from the Gov: 
ernment; tlwfshcy are in earne.st in wi.,hing to 
do what they D,ink is required by the Govern­
ment, not humiliating to them as citizens; and 
that if such a course was pointed out, they 
would pursue it in good• faith. It is to be re­
gretted that there ccmnot be a greater commin_lJ· 
ling at this time between the citizens of the two 
sections, and particularly of those intrusted with 
the law-making power." 

Secession, as. a practical doctrine ever here­
ufter to be resorted to, is almost utterly aban­
doned. It was submitted to and failed before 
the ordeal of battle. Nor can the undersigned 
imagine why, if its revival is anticipated atpos­
sible, the committee have not recornmenJed an 
amendment to the Constitution guar<lmg against 
it in terms. Such an amendment, it cannot be 
doubted, the sonthern as well ,is northern Stat.es 
would cheerfully adopt. The omission of such 
a recommendation is pregnant evidence that 
secession, as a constitutional right, is thought 
by the majority of the committee to be, practi­
cally, a mere thing of the past, as all the proof 
taken by them shows it to be, in the opinion of 
all the leading southern men who hitherto en­
tertained it. The desolation around them, the 
hecatombs of their own slain, the stern patriot­
ism of the men of the other States, exhibited by 
unlimited expenditure of treasure and of blood, 
and their love of the Union so sincere and deep­
seated that. it is seen thev will hazm·d all to 
maintain it, have convinced the South that, as 
a practical doctrine, secession is extinguished 
forever. State secession, then, abandoned, and 
slavery abolisl1ed by the southern States them­
selves, or with their consent, upon what states­
manlike gronnd can such States be denied all 
the rights which the Constitution secures to 
States of the Union? All admit that to do so 
at the earliest period_ is demanded by every con­
si<l0:-ation of duty and policy, and none deny 
that the actual interest of the country is to 
a great extent invoh·e<l in such admission. 
The staple productions of the Sonthern States 
are as important to the other States as to them­
selves. Those staples largely enter into the 
wants of all alike, and they are also most im­
portant to the financial credit of the Govern­
ment. Those staples will never be r-roduce<l as 
in the past until real peace, resting. as it can 
alone rest, on the eqnal and uniform operation 
of the Constitution and laws on all, is attained. 
To suppose that a brave and sensitive people 
will give an undivided attention to the incrcarn 
of mere material wealth while retained in a state 
of political inferiority and degradation is mere 
folly. They desire to be again in the Union, to. 
enjoy t.he benefits of the Constitation, and they 
invoke you to receive them. They have adopted 
constitutions free from any intrinsic objection, 
and have agreed to every stipu_lation thought by 
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the Pres:dent to be necessary for the protedion 
and benefit of all, and in the opinion of the un­
dersigned they are amply suflident. Why ex­
act, as a preliminary condition to representa­
tion, more? What more are supposed to be 
necessary? First, the repudiation of the rebel 
debt; second, t\Je denial of all obligation to pay 
for manumitted olaves; third, the mYiolability 
of our own debt. lf these provisions are deemed 
necessary, they cannot be defeated, if the South 
were ctispMed to defeat them, by tlie admission 
into Congress of their representati\·es. Kothin" 
is more probable, in the· opinion of the under~ 
signed, than that many of the southern States 
would adopt them all; but those measures the 
committee connect with others which we think 
the people of the South will never adopt. They 
are asked to disfranchise a nnmerouf. class of tlieir 
citizens, and s,lso to agree to diminish their rep­
resentation in Congress, and o.fcoursein the elec­
toral college, or to a,lmit to tho right of snITraae 
their color-ed males of twenty-one years of a'.':e 
and upwards, (a class now in a condition ~f 
almost utter ignorance,) thus placing them on 
the same politic:il footing with white citizens of 
that age. For reasons so obvious that the dullest 
may discover them, the right is not directll as­
serted of granting suffrage to the negro. l'hat 
would be obnoxious to most of the Northern and 
Western States, so much so that their consent 
was not to be anticipated; but as the plan adopt­
ed, because of the limited number of negroes in 
such States, will have no e!Tect on their represent­
ation, it is thought it may be adopted, while in 
the southern States it will materially lessen their 
number. That -these latter States will assent to 
the measure can hardly be expected. The eITect, 
then, if not the purpose, of the measure is forever 
to deny representatives to such States, or, if they 
consent to the con,lition, to weaken their repre­
'Jentative power, and thus, probably, secure a 
continuance of such a party in power as now 
control the legislation of the Government. The 
measure, in its terms and its effect, whether de­
signed or not, is to degrade the southern States. 
To consent to it will be to consent to their own 
dishonor. 

The manner, too, of presenting the proposed 
constitutional amendment, in the opinion of the 
undersigned, is impolitic and without precedent. 
The sever!il amendments suggested have no con­
nection with each other; each, if adopted, would 
have its appropriate eITect if the others were re­
jected; and each, therefore, should be submitted 
as a separate article, without subjecting it to the 
contingency of rejection if the States should refuse 
to ratify the rest. Each by ~tself, if an ad visa­
ble measure, should be submitted to the people, 
and not in s11.ch a connection with those which 
they may th!'hk unnecessary or dangerous ns to 
force them to r~ect all. The repudi.ition of the 
rebel debt, and all obligation to compensate for 
the loss of slave property, and the inviolability 
of the debts of the Government, no matter how 
contracted, provided for by some of the sections 
of the amendment, we repeat, we believe would 
meet the approval_ of many of tl:e so1'.thern 
States; but these no State can sanct10n without 
sanctioni1,g others, whi~h we think will not be 
done by them or by some of the northern States. 

To force negro suffrage upon any State by means 
of a penalty of a loss of part of its representa­
tion, will not only be to impose a disparnging 
condition, but virtually to interfere with the 
clear right of each State to regulate suffrage for 
itself, without the control of the Government of 
the "C"nited States. Whether that control be e:r, 
erted directly or indirectly, it will be considered, 
M it is, a fatal blow to the right which every 
State in the past has held vital, the riglit to 
reguhte her franchise. 

To punish a State for not regulating it in a. 
particular way, so as to give to all classes of the 
people the privilege of suffrage, is but seeking to 
accomplish incidentally what, if it should be done 
at all, should be don.e directly. No reason, in 
the view of the undersigned, can be suggested 
for the course adopted, other than a belief that 
such a direct interference would not be sanc­
tioned by the northern and western States, 
while, as recrards such Stales, the actual recom­
mendation, because of the small proportion of 
negroes within their limits, will not in the least 
lessen their representative power in Congress or 
their influence in the presidential election, and 
they may therefore sanction it. This very ine­
quality in its operation upon the States renders 
the measure, in our opinion, most unjust, and, 
looking to the peace and quiet of the country, 
most impolitic. But the mode advised is also 
not only without but against all. preceu•;nt. 
When the Constitution was adopted it was 
thought to be defective in not sufliciently pro­
tecting certain rights of the States and the peo­
ple. With the view of supplying a remedy for 
this defect, on the 4th March, 1788, various 
amendments by a resolution constitution,illy 
passed by Congress were submitted for ratific:i­
tion to tho States. They were two! ve in mun­
Ler. Several of them were even less indepen­
dent of each other than are those recommended 
by the co1nmittee. But it did not occur to the 
men of that day that it was right to force the 
States to adopt or reject all. Each wa~, there­
fore, presented as a separate article. The lan­
guage of the resolution \Va~, "that the follow­
mg articles be proposed to the leqislatures of the 
several States as amendments of we Constitution 
of the United States, ALL OR A'SY OF WHICH 

ARTrctEs, when ratified by three-fourths of the 
said legislatures, to be valid to all inlents and 
purposes as parts of the Constitutior.. The Con­
gress of that day was willing to obtain either 
of the submitted amendments-to get a part, if 
not able to procure the whole. They thought 
(and in that we submit they but conformed to 
the letter and spirit of the amendatory clause of 
the Constitution,) that the people have the right 
to pass severally on any proposed amendments. 
This course of our fathers is now departed from, 
and the result will probably be that no one of 
the suggested amendments, though some may be 
approved, will be ratified. This will certainly 
be the result, unless the States are willing practi­
cally to relinquish tl,e right they have always 
enjoyed, never before questioned by anv recog­
nized statesman, and ail-important to ti1eir in­
terest and security-the nght to reguhte the 
franchise in all their elections. 

There aro, too, some general considerations 
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that berir on the subject, to which we will now 
refer. 

First. One of the resolutions of the Chicago 
convention, by which !1Ir. Lincoln was first nomi­
nated for the presidency, says, "that the main­
tenance in viofate of the rights of the States is es­
sential to the balance of power on which the 
prosperity and endurance.of our political fabric 
depend." In his inaugural address of 4th March, 
1861, which received the almost uni versa! appro­
val of the people, among other things he said, 
"no State of its own rnere rnotion can lawfully 
get out of the Uuion ;" and that "in view of the 
Con,titution and the laws, the Union is un­
broken, and to the ex Lent of my ability I shall 
take care, as the Constitution itself expressly en­
joins upon me, that the lii.ws of the Union be 
faithfully executed in all the States." 

Second. Actual contiict won afterwards en­
sued. The .:,outh, it was believed, misapprehend­
ed the purpose of the Government in carrying 
it on, and Congress deemed it imporant to dis­
pel tl,at misapprehension by declaring what the 
purpose was. This was done in July, 18Gl, by 
their JJassrng the following resolution, offered by
Mr. Crittenden: "That in this national emer­
gency, Congress, banishing all feeling of mere 
passion or resentment, will recollect only its 
duty to the whole country; that this war is not 
waged, upon our 1,art, in any spirit of oppression, 
nor for any puipose of conquest or subjugation, 
nor purpose M overthrowing or interfering witn 
the rights or establi,hed institutions of those 
States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy 
of the Cocstitution, and to preserve the union, 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States uuimpaired; that as soon as these 
objects are accompl isl1ed, the war ought to cease." 
The vote in the liou,e was 11 ~ for and~ against 
it, and in the .:,euate 30 for and 5 against it. The 
design to conquer or subjugate, or to curtail or 
intel'!ere in any way with the rights of the St.ates, 
is in the strongest terms thus disclaimed, and the 
only avowed object asserted to Le "to defend 
and maintain the spirit of the Constitution, and 
to preserve the Union, AND THE DIGNITY, EQUAL­
ITY, AND RIUI!TS OF THE SEVERAL STATES UNIM­
PAIRED." Congress,too, bytheactof 13th July, 
18lil, empowered the l'resident to declare, by 
proclamation," that the inhabitants of such.i:,tate 
or States wl,ere the insurrection existed are in a 
"State of msurrection against the United States," 
and thereupon to declare that" all commercial 
intercourse by and between the same, by the 
citizens thereof and the citizens of the United 
States, shall cease and be unlawful so long as 
such condition of hostility shall continue." Here, 
aho, Congress evidently deals with the States as 
being in the Union and to remain in the Union. 
It seeks to keep them in by forbidding commer­
cial intercourse between their citizens and the 
citizens of the other States so loncr, and ~o long 
only, as i.nsurrectionary hostility s%all continue. 
That ended, they are to be, as at first, entitled to 
the same intercourse with citizens of other States 
that they enjoyed before the in;;urrection. In 
other worcl~. in this act, as in the resolution of 
the same month, ~he <li;.;aity, equality, and ri12hts 
of rnch States ( the insurrection ended) were not 
to be held in any respect impaired. The several 

proclamations of amnesty issued by !lfr. Lincoln 
and his successor under the authority of Congress 
are also inconsistent with the idea that the 
parties included within them are not to be held, 
rn the future, restored to all rights belonging to 
them as citizens of their respective States. A 
power to pardon is a power to restore the offender 
to the condition in which he was before the date 
of the offence pardoned. 

It is now settled that a pardon removes not 
only the punishment, but all the legal disabili­
ties consequent on the crime. (7 Bae. Ab. Tit. 
Par) Bishop on Criminal Law (vol. 1, p. 713) 
states the same doctrine. The amnesties so .de­
clared would be but false pretences if they wen, 
as now held, to leave the parties who have 
availed themselves of them in almost every par­
t.icular in the condition they would have been 
in if they had rejected them. Such a result,.it 
is submitted, would be a foul blot on the good 
name of the nation: Upon the whole, therefore, 
in the present state of the country, the excite­
ment which exists, and which may mislead legis­
latures already elected, we think that the 
matured sense of the people is not likely to be 
ascertained on the subject of the proposed 
amendment by its submission to existing State 
lrgislatures. If it should be done at all, the 
submission should either be to legislatures here­
after to be elected, or to conventions of the peo­
ple chosen for the purpose. Congress may select 
either mode, but they have selected neither. It 
may be submitted to legislatures already in ex­
istence, w\10,e members were heretofore elected 
with no vit\V to the consideration of such a 
measure; and 1t "lay consequently be adopted, 
though a majority 0f the people of the States 
disapprove of it. In this r8spect, if there were. 
no other objections to it. WJ .think it most ob­
jectionable. 

Whether regard be had to the no,ture or the 
terms of the Constitution, or to the legislation 
of Congress during the insurrection, or to the 
course of the judicial department, or to the co11­
duct of the executive, the undersigned confi­
dently submit that the southern States are 
States in the Union, and entitled to every right 
and privilege belonging to the other States. If 
any portion of their citizens be disloyal, or are 
not aLle to take any oath of office that has been 
or may be constitutionally prescribed, i@ a ques­
tion irrespective of the rii;;htof the States to be 
represent,d. Against ttie danger, whatever 
that may be, of the admission of disloyal or dis­
qualified members into the ::ienate or Honse, it 
is in tlte power of each branch to provide against 
by refusing such admission. Each by the Con­
stitution is made the judge of the election re­
turns and qua.lifications of its own members. 
No other department can interfere l>ith it. Its 
decision condudes all others. Tie only correc· 
tive, when error is committed, conoists in the re­
sponsibility of the members to the people. But 
it is believed by tl,e undersign0d to be the clear 
duty of each house to admit any Senator or Rep­
resentative who has been ele<:ted according to 
the constitutional laws of the State, and who is 
able and willing to subscribe the oath required 
by con~titutional law. • 

It is conceded by the majority that "it would 
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undoubtedly be competent for Congress to waive 
all formalities, and to admit those Confederate 
States at once, trusting that time and experience 
would sot all things right." It is not, tlierefore, 
owing to a want of constitutional power that it 
is not done. It is not because such States are 
not States with republi ,an forms of government. 
The exclusion must therefore rest on considera­
tions of safety or of expediency alone. The firat, 
that of safety, we h(,,ve alreaJy consiJered, and, 
as we think, proved it to be without foundation. 
Is there any ground for the latter expediency Y 
We think not. On the contrary, in our judg­
ment, their admission is called for by the clearest 
expediency. Those States include a territorial 
area of 850,000 square miles, an area larger than 
that of five of the leading nations of Europe. 
They have a coast line of 3,000 miles, with an 
internal water line, including the Mississippi, of 
about 36,000 miles. Their agricultural prodccts 
in 1850 were about $5GO,OOO,OOO in value, and 
their population 9,664,656. Their staple pro­
ductions are of immense and growing import,ince 
and are almost peculiar to that region. That the 
North is deeply interested in having such a 
country and peof>le restored to all the nghts and 
privileges that the Constitution affords no sane 
man, not blinded by mere :Party considerations, 
or not a victim of disordermg prejudice, can for 
a moment doubt. Such a restoration is also neces­
sary to the peace of the country. It is not only 
important but vital to the potential wealth of 
which that section of our country is capable, 
that cannot otherwise be folly developed. Every 
hour of illegal political restraint; every hour tho 
possession of the rights the Constitution gives is 
denied, is not only in a political but a mat6rial 
sense of great injury to the North as well M to 
the South. The southern planter works for his 
northern brethren as well as for himself. His 
labors heretofore inured as much if not more to 
their o.dvantage tho.n to his. Whilst harmony 
in the past between the sections gave to the whole 
a. prosperity, a power, and a renown of which 
every citizen had reason to be proud, the resto­
ration of such harmony will immeasurably in­
crease them all. Can it, will it be restored as 
long as the South is kept in political and dishon­
oring bondage? and can it not, will it not be re­
stored by an opposite policy? By admittincrber 
to all the rights of the Constitution, and by geal­
ing with her citizens a.s equals and a~ brothers, 
not as inferiors and enemies, such a course as 
this will, we are certain, soon be seen to bind 
them heart and soul to the Union, and inspire 
them with confidence in its government, by 
making them feel that all enmity is forgotten, and 
that justice is being done to them. The result of 
such a policy, we believe, will at once make us 
in very truth one people, as happy, as prosper­
oi:a, and as. powerful as ever existed in the tide 

of time; while its opposite cannot fail to keep 
us divided, injuriously affect the particular and 
general welf>ire of citizen and Government, and, 
iflong persisted in, result in danger to the natiou, 
In the words of an eminent British whig states­
man, now no more, "A free constitutton and 
large exclusions from ita benefit cannot subsist 
together; the constitution will destrov them, or 
they will destroy the constitution." it is hoped 
that, heeding the warning, we will guard 
against the peril by removing its cause. 

The undersigned have not thonght it neces­
sary to examine into the legality of the measures 
adopted, either by the late or the preseu t Prns­
ident, for the restoration of the southern States. 
It is sufficient for their purpose to say that, if 
those of President Johnson were not justified by 
the Constitution, the same may at least be said 
of those of his predecessor. We deem such an 
examination to be unnecessary, because, however 
it might result, the people of the several States 
who possessed, as we have before said, the ex­
clusive right to decide for themselves what 
constitutions they should adopt, have adopted' 
those under which they respectively live. The 
motives of neither President, however, whether 
the measures were legal or not, are liable to 
censure. The sole object of each was to effect 
a. complete a.nd early union of all the States; 
to make the General Government, as it did at 
first, embrace all, and to extend its authority 
and secure its privileges and blessings to all 
alike. The purity of motive of President John• 
son in this particular, as was to have been ex­
pected, is admitted by the majority of the 
committee to be beyond doubt; for, whatever 
was their opioion of the unconstitutionality of 
his course, and its tendency to enln,rge the ex­
ecutiye power, they tell us that they ''do not 
for a moment impute to him any such design .. 
but cheerfully concede to him the most patriotio 
motives." And we cannot forbear to say, in 
conclusion, upon that point, that he sins against 
light, and closes his eyes to the course of tha 
President during the rebellion, from its incep­
tion to its close, who ventures to impeach hi! 
patriotism. Surrounded by insurrectionists, he 
stood firm. His life was almost constantly in 
peril, and he clung to the Union, and discharged 
all the obligations it imposed upon him, even 
the closer because of the peril. And now that 
he has escaped unharmed, and by the confidcnca. 
of the people has had devolved upon him tha 
executive functions of the Government, to charg$ 
him with disloyalty is either a folly or a sln.nder: 
folly in the fool who believes it; slander i11 
the man of sense, if any such there be, whc:. 
utters it. 

'REVERDY JoHNEON, 
A. J. RoG:rRs, 
HENRY Grt!DEB. 



VIII. 

VOTES ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDME~1,S. 
'1 

The Constitutional Amendment, as Finally 
Adopted and Submitted to the Legislatures 
of the States. 

IN SENATE. 
186(3, June 8-The Amendment in these wonls, 

as finally amended, "'"as brought to a voto: 
Joint resolution pror, sing an amendment to the 

Constitution o; .the United States. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre­

sentatives of the United States of .America in 
· Congress assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses 

conct1rring.) That the following article be pro­
posed to tl:ie legislatures of the several States 
as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which, when ratified by three­
fourths of said legislatures, shall be valid as 
part of the Constitution, namely: 

ARTICLE 14. 
SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized in 

the United States, and subject to the jurisdic­
tion thereof, are citizens of the United States 

. and of the State"wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United Rtates; nor shall any·State de­
prive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law, nor deny to any per­
son.within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws. . 

SEC.'2. Representatives shall be apportioned 
among the several States according to their res­
pective numbers, counting the whole number of 
persons in each State, excluding Indians not 
taxed. But wheu the right to vote at any elec­
tion for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice-President of the United States, representa­
tives in Congress, the executive and judicial 
officers of a State, or the mem hers of tho legis­
latt:re thereof, is denied to any of the male in­
habitants of such State, being twenty-one years 
of ag,,, and citizens of the United States, or in 
any wr,,y abridged, except for participation in 
rebellion or other cyime, the basis of representa­
tion therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall 
bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty­
one years ot' age in such State. 

SEC. 3. No person shall be a senator or rep­
resentative in Uongress, or elector of President 
and Vice-PresiJent, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any 
State, who, having previously taken an oath, as 
a member of Congress, or as an officer of the 
United States, or as a member of any State le­
gislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of 
any State, to support the Cons ti t1,:tio:1 of the 
United States, ~hall have engaged m msurrec­

• 
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid 
or comfort to the. enemies thereof. But Con­
gress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each 
house, remove such disability. 

SEC. 4. The validity of the puhlic debt of the 
United States, authorized by law, includin", 
debts incurred for payment of pensions an~ 
bounties for services rn suppressing insurrection 
or rebellion, shall not be questionBd. But nei­
ther the United State8 nor any State shall as­
sume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in 
aid of insurrection or rebellion a(!ainst the Uni­
ted States, or any claim for the loss or emanci­
pation of any slave; but all such debts, obliaa­
tions and claims shall be held illegal and voia. 

SEc. 5: The Congress shall have power to en­

force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions 

of thig article. 


It passed-yeas 33, nays 11, as follow: 
YEAS-:\Ies~rs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Conness. Cra.. 


gin, Creswell,_ Edmm1tls. Fe;:;i:wnden, .Foster, Grimes, Harris 

llendt•r:-:on, I Iowa rd, Howe. Kirkwood. Lane of l{nnsas. Lane 

of ln(liana, Morg:m, Morrill, Nye, PoLrnd, Porneroy, R.un­

SPY, Sherman, Spr:-igne, Stewart, S111nner, Trumlmll, Wado, 

,\"illey, ""illiams, \\"ilson, Yatcs-33. 


N.\YS-)}e!';srs. Cowan, Da'l..'i.~. Doolittle. Guthrie, Hen. 

drick.~. Jnhn.~on, AlcDougall, Norton, Riddle, Saulsbm-y, 

Van \.Vinkln-11. · 


AnSE!';T-Messre. Brown, BuckaleW, Dix.on, Nesniith, 
Wright-a. 

IN IlousE. 
June 13-The Amendment passed-yeas 133, 

nays 36, as follow: 
YEAS-:\lessrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Andereon, DPlos R. 

Ai-hley, Jam<'B M. Atihley, flaker, Dahl.win. Banks, Darker, 
Baxter, Dean1an, Beujami11, Bid\' ell~ Diugham. Blaine, Blow, 
Boutwell, Ilra11dt..1gee, Uromwcll, BroomalJ, Bucklnn<l, Bun­
dy, Reader \V. Clarke. Sidne.v Clarke. CoUU. Conkling, Cook, 
Cullom. Darling, Davis, Dawes. Defrees, Delano, l.>emin~, 
Dixon, Du<lgc, Donnelly, Drigg-g, Dumont, Eckl Py; Egg]cstou, 
Eliµt, Farnsworth, Farquhar, Ferry, Garfield, Grinnell, Gris­
wold, IJnle,AlmerC. Ilnnling, Hart, Ilayeti, Hen<lerson, JJig.. 
by, Holme~, llouper, Hotchkiss, Asnhel \V. IIuUUard, ( hester 
D. llnUL>ard, Df'rnas IIuUIJard,jr.,John II. IInlJlJ:1rd, Jumes R. 
IIuLhell, Uulburd, Inger8oll, Jenckes, Julfan, Kasson, Ke} .. 
Jcy, Kelso, Ketcham, Kuykendall, Laflin, l..atlmm, George 
V. La.wrence, \Villiam Lawrence, Loan, Lougyear, LJ,'nch, 
Marston, Marvin, McClurg, !'tlcKt:e, l\IcRuer, :\lercur, l\lillf'r, 
l\1(1orhea.d, Morrill, Morris, Moulton, Myers, Ncwl·ll. O'Neill, 
Orth, Paine, Patterson. Perham, Phelps, l)ike, Plants, Poma,. 
roy, Pric~, \\'illiaru II. Randall, Raymond, Alexau<lcr H. 
Rice. John II. Hico, Rollins, Sawyer, Sehenck, Scofield, 
Shellabarger, SloA.n, Smith, Spalding, Stenms, Stiih,ell, 
'!'hayer, :Francis 'l'homas, John L. Thomas, Trowl>ril.lg<•, Up­
son, Vnn Ael'nam, Burt Van Horn, H.ol:ert T. Van Horn, 
Ward, \Varner, Ellihu n. ,vtt."!hbnrne, Henry D. 'Washburn, 
iA illiam JJ. ,vashUurn, ,vcikcr, ,vcntworth, Wha)Py, Wil­
Jiams, James F. \Yilson. Stepheu l!\ ·wilson, Windom, \\'ood­
Uridg;e, the Speaker-l<lS. 

NAYS-Messrs . .Ancona. Bergen, Boyer, Chanler, Co.ffroth, 
Dawson, Denison. Eldridl]~, Fi,nck, ·Glossbrenner, (,.'rider~ 
Aaron llm·ding, Ho.1an, Edwin N. Hubbell. James M. llum­
phrey, Johns<m, Kerr, Le Blond, .Mal'shall, .McCullough, 
l't'iblaclc, JYicholsnn, Radfm·d, Slnnuel J. Randall, Ritter, 
Rogers, Ross, Shanklin, Sifgreaves. Strnuse, Taber, Taylor, 
Thornwn, Trimbl,, Winfield, Wrioh!-36. 

NOT vor1xo-llessrs. Culver, Goodyear, llarris, lliU, 
James lumphrey, Jones, lllcludoo, Noell, Rousseau, Starr­
10. 
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Preliminary Proceedings. \ YEAS-Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Danks, Baxter, 

P 'or to the adoption of the J. o{nt res· luti. n , Bidwell, _Boutw,·11, IJromwcll, JJrnomall. l'hanler, ltea11"r W. 
, rI tJ c, IClnrkt>,, Salncy Clarke. Cobh,t 011kh11~. Cook.Defret'S1 Dixon,
1n the form above slated, these reports were 
made from the Joint Committee and these voieR 

. i k · 1. t II ~ . ' 
were a en lll tue WO ou... es · 

IN HoUSE 
• 

April 30-11r. Stevens, from the Joint Select 
Committee on Reconstruction reported a joint

olution, as follows: res
A joint resolution proposing an amendment 

to the Constitution of the lJnited States. 
· l d P. ( l · d f b rB e it reso ve , <CC., two·t nr s O oth houses 

concurring,) That the following article be pro­
posed to the legislatures of the several States as 

amendment to the Constitution of the Un1'tedan 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
said legislatures, shall be valid as part of the 

· 1
Constitution, name Y: · 

ARTICLE-, 

N I 
law which·shall abridge the privileges or immu­
nities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law, nor deny 
to any person within its j urisdictiou the equal 

SEC. 1, l O State S la11 ma1rn Or enforce any 

rotection of the Jaws.
P · 1 l b ,

SEC. 2. Representatives s 1_al e app?rhoned 
among the several States wluch may be mcludecl 
within this Union accortline1 to their respective 

. ' o
numbers, countrng the whole number of persons I Farusworth, Ferry, uai·fie!J, Grinnell, Uriswuhl, Ahner C. 
in each State. excludrng Indians not taxed. But 
whenever in any State the elective franchise 

. .. . . . 
shall be <lemed to any portion of it~ male c1t1zens 
not less than twenty-ono years of age, or in any
way abridged excent for particifation in rebel­

1• , • ; • •

hon or other crnne, the basis o representation
in such btate shall be reduced in the proportion
which the number of such male citizens shall 

. ,
bear to the whole number of male citizens not 
less than twenty-one years of age. 

SEC. 3. Until the 4th day of July, in the 
year 1870, all persons who v.oluntarily adhered 
to the late insurrection giving it aid· and com­

tl · ht t t ~ f t l 11 b 1 d d f ' or , s 1a .e ex~ U e rom 1e rig OVO e ior 
representatives Ill Congress and for electors for 
President and Vice-President of the United 
States 

, 4 -,,T • 1 h U , d S SEC. . ~,e1t 1er t e mte tat.es n~r 9:ny 
State shi:ll ass_nme or pay any debt or obhgatwn 
already _mcnned,. or wlnc~ may hereafter be_ m-
curred, m aid of msurrect1on er of war agarnst 
the United States, or any claim for compensation 
for loss of involuntary service or labor. 

SEC. 5. The Congress shall have power to en­
force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions 
of this article. 

. Objection having been made to its bein~ a 
shecial order for TuesdaJ, May 8, and every uay 
t ereafter until dispose of, Mr. Stevens moved 
a suspension of the rules to enable him to make 
~hat motion; which was agreed to-yeas 107, 
nays 20. 

The NAYS were: Messre. Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, Cn.tfroth,
I>awson, Eldridgr!-, Finck, Grider.Aaron Harding, James M. 
Humphr'J!, Latham, fllarshan, Nil,lack, Nicltolson, Ritler, 
Ross, Strouse, Taylor, Thornton, Winfi.cld-20. 

May 10-Mr. Stevens demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded, on a count, 85 
to 57; and the main question was ordered-
yeas 84, n~ys 79, as follow: 

Driµ;gs, IJurnont, Eckley, E~µ;le,ton, Eldridge, F:livt, Gridn-, 
Griuncll, Aaron Harding, Almi,r C. llanlini;, Ilunis. Hart, 
Highy, Holmes, Hooper, llotchkis:-l. A::mlwl \V. lluhl,ard,
Demas IInbUaril. Inµ;er:wll, Ju Jiau, Keil Py, ~(Plso, Ken·, "·n~ 
liam J,awreuce, Le Blmld, Loan, LyrH'h, )Iar~ton, l\lctlnrg, 
Jtcr:uu,,u:1h, Mcln<loo, ~lercnr, Morrill. )Ionlto11, J.Yib!ack, 
O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Prire,Jo11n II. 
l\ice, Riller, R,,gers, Rollius, Ross, Rousse""• Sawyer, 
Schenck, :-:cofiel<l, S/uu1klin. Sht-llabar~-:.r, Spalding-, Stevens, 
Franci1:1 'fhon,as, John L. Thomas, Thornton, 'frowln·hlge, 
Upson, \\·ard, Ellihu B. Wash\mrne, Welker, JarnesF. Wil­
son. Step!u,n ~·. Wilson, ,nr.uom. Woo<lbri<l~e-8-l. 

NAYs-Messrl'I. Allt·y, ..Ancona, DclosR. AHhley, Jnmes M. 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Barker, Beaman, Benjamin,B,,·gen, 
Bin,'.ham, lllaine, Blow, JJ011cr, Ilnckland, Bundy, rn//roth, 
Cullom, Darlini;, Davis, Dawes, Duw.<on. Delano, Dellling, 
Do<lge, Donn"1Jy, Farn•worth, Ferry, l'mck,Garfield. (;las..
brenmr, Goodyear, Gri~woltl. Uaye~. Henilef8on, Chester D. 
lluLharJ, James R. llul,bell, llu!LurJ, James !lmnphrey, 
,Tcnckes, Kasson, Ketcham, Ku)·kendall, Laflin, V>tham, 
George V. Lawre11c0, Longyear, Jlarslwll. :rtkKee, McRuer, 
Miller, Mool'head, ~Jo,ris, )l,yers, Newell, l'helps, l'lants, 
Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William JI. Randall. Ru.yruond, 
Alexander II. Rice, Sit,rreaves, Smith, Stillwell, Slroose, 
Jaber, Taylor, 'l'haycr, J'rimu/e, Ilurt Van Jlorn, Hobert •r. 
Van llorn, Warner, Henry Il. w,cshlmrn, ,rnliam B. Wa.sh­
Lurn, Whaley, ,Yilliams, Winfield, H'rigltt-79. 

Th~ joint resolution, as above printed, then 
passed-yeas 128, nays 37, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. All<'Y, Allison, Ames, Anderson, D,•los R. 
Ashley, James M. Ashley, !laker, llaldwin, Banks. Barker, 
Baxter, llenma.n, llcnj.1tnio,Bidwcll, Bin~ha.m, lll.1iue. Llow, 
B ,11 twell, Bromwell, Broomall, Buckland, Bnn<ly, Reader 
W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, CoLb, Conkling, Co.ok, Cullom, 
Ilarlmg, Davis, Dawes, Defrees, Delano, Den11np;, D1?'on,
Dud.gc, Donnelly, Dng:µ:s, Dumout, Eckley, Egg-leston, }Awt, 

Ifardini,, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, IligLy, llolmes. llooper, 
llotcbk1ss, Asah<•l W. Hubbard, Chester D. lluLhard,Demaa
llubl.mrcl, Jamed It. Hubbell, llulburd, ~Jam('S llm11phroy,
Ingersoll, Jenckes,Julian, Kr,ssnn, Kclle.v, Kelso.Ketcham, 
liuykendall, LaUin, Ueorgo V. Lawrence, William Lawrence, 
I:oan, Long)'ear, Lynch, Marston, McCJurg, Mc~ndoo, M_c-
Kee, McRue1·, l\krcur, l\hl!er. )Ioorhea<l. Morn!\, Morns, 
Moulton, Myers, Newell. O'Neill, Orlh, Paine, l'attcrson, 
Perham, Pike, Phwt,, Price, W_illiam II. lta.nJall, Raymond, 
Ale~ande~ 11. Rice, John II. R,ce, lt,,lhns, Sawyer, Schenck,
Scuheld, :Shcllaljarger, Sp:1ld111g, Stevens, St1Ilwell, 'fhayer, 
l'rancis Thomas, Jvhn L. Thomas, 'l'rowbritlge, Upson, Van 
Aernam, llurt Van Horn, l\ouert T. Yan Horn, Ward, War­

~~~~1X~~~~~.•~r:'.'~~[i'/~:n~~~~::.,~.;:a.~lw::.·~i~~t::i:
·Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge, the Spenker-128. 

NAYs-)lessrs. Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, Cltan1er, Coffroth, 
Dawson, Eldridge, F;nck, Glosshrenner, Goodyear, (;rider, 
.Aaron ]larding, Jlarris, Ken·, Latham, LeBVmd,Jlarshall, 
NcCu.lwugh, Niblack, Phelps, Ra,lford, Samuel J. Randall, 
Ritter, I~'!IJers, foss, Rousseau, Slto.nklin, S/1g,·e,we,, Smith, 
Stro_use, ~abe:r, Taylor, Tlwrnton, 1hmble, \\ haley, Winfield, 
Wr,ght-:l1•

The amendments of the Senate were made to 
this propositi_on, when it was finally adopted by 
ach House 10 the form first stated. 

' 
The Accompanying Bills. 

April 30-Mr. Stevens, from the same com­
mittee, also reported this bill: 
A Bill to provide for restoring the States lately 

in insurrection to their full political rights . 
Whereas it is expedient that the States lately in 

insurrection should, at the earliest day consistent 
with the future peace and safety of the Union, 
be restored to full participation in all political 
rights; and whereas the Congress did, by joint 
resolution, propose for ratification to the legis­
latures of the several States, as an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, an article 
in the following words, to wit: 

[For article, see page 102.] 
:Now, therefore, 
Be it enacted, &c., That whenever the above-

recited amendment shall have become part of the 
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Constitution of the U uited States, and any State 
lately in insurrection shall have ratified the same, 
and shnll have modified its constitution and laws 
in conformity therewith, the Senators and Rep­
resentatives from such State, if found duly elected 
and qualified, may, ~fter having taken the re­
quired oaths of office, be admitted into Congress 
as such. • 

SEO. 2. And be it further enacted, That when 
any State lately in insurrection shall have rati ­
fied the foregoing amendment to the Constitu­
tion, any part of the direct tax under the act of 
August 5, 1861, which may remain due and un­
paid in such State may be assumed and paid by 
such State; and the payment thereof, upon proper 
assurances from such State to be given to the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
may be postponed for a period not exceeding ten 
years from and after the passage of this act. 

April 30-Mr. Stevens, from the same com­
mittee, aho reported thio bill: 
A. 	 Bill declaring certain persons ineligible to 

office under the Government of the United 
States. 
Be it enacted, &c., That no person shall be 

eligible to any office under the Government of 
the United States who is included in any of the 
following clas~es, namely: 

1. The president and vice president of the 
confederate States of America, so called, and the 
heads of departments thereof. 

2. Those who in other countries acted as 
agents of the confedc,rate States of America, so 
called. 

3. Heada of Departments of the United 
States, officers of the army and navy of the 
United States, and all persons educated at the 
Military or Naval Academy of the United States, 
judges of the courts of the United States, and 
members of either House of the Thirty-Sixth 
Congress of the United States who gave aid or 
comfort to the late rebellion. 

4. Those who acted as officers of the con­
federate States of America, so called, above the 
grade of colonel in the army or master in the 
navy, and a.ny one who, as Governor of either 
of the' so-called confederate States, gave aid or 
comfort to the rebellion. 

G. Those who have treated officers or soldiers 
or sailors of the ar~y or navy of the Unit:e~ 
States, captured durrng the late war, otherwise 
than lawfully as prisoners of war. 

Neither of these bills has been voted on up to 
the time this page goes to press. 

The Negatived Amendment on Representation 
and Direct Taxes. 

IN IIousE. 
January 22, 1866-Mr. Stevens reported this 

proposition from the Joint Select Committee: 
Resofred, &c., (two-thirds of both Houses con­

carring,) That the following article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States; which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
the said legislatrrres, shall be valid as part of 
said Constitution, namely: 

ARTICLE -. Representatives and direct taxes 
shall b& apportioned among the several States 

MANUAL, 

which may be included within this Union, ac­
cording to their respective numbers, counting 
the whole number of persons in each State, ex­
cluding Indians not taxed : Provided, Thn.t when­
ever the elective franchise shall be <lenied or 
abridged in any State on account cf race or 
color, all persons of such rice or color shall be 
excluded from the basis of representl1tion. 

Mr. Stevens moved to insert the word "there­
in" after the word "persons" where it last oc­
curs. 

Sundry propositions of amendment were of­
fered, and 

January 30-The report was recommitted, 
without rnstructions-the motion of Mr. Le 
Blond to commit it to the. Committee of the 
Whole having been lost, yeaR 37, nays 133. 
( Messrs. McRuer and Rousseau and 35 Demo­
crats made up the affirmative vote.) 

The Negatived Constitutional Amendment on 
Representation. 

IN IIousE. 
January 31, 1866-1Ir. Stevens reported from 

the Committee on Reconstruction this joint reso­
lution: 

Joint Resolution proposing to amend the Con­
stitution of the United States. 

Resolved, &c., (two-thirds of both Houses con­
curring,) That the following article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
said legislatures, shall be valid as part of said 
Constitution, namely: 

ARTICLE-. 
Representatives shall be apportioned among 

the several States which may be included within 
this Union according to their respective nnm­
bers, counting the whole number of persons in 
each State, excluding Indians not taxed: Pro­
vided, That whenever the elective franchise shall 
be deni~d or abridoed in any State on account 
of race or color, alf persons therein of such race 
or color shall be flxcluded from the basis of rep­
resentation. 

Mr. Schenck submitted this as a substitute for 
the "Article:" 

Representatives s~all be appo_rtioned amo~g 
the several States which may be rncluded witlnn 
this Union according to the number of male citi­
zens of the United States .over_twenty-o~~ years 
of age havrng the quahficat10ns reqms1te for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the 
State legislature. , The Congress, at their first 
session after the ratification of this amendment 
by the required number of States, shall' provide 
by law for the actual enumeration of such 
voters; and such actual enumeration shall be 
separately made in a general census of the pop­
ulation of all the States within every subsequent 
term of ten years, in such manner as the Con­
gress may by law direct. The number of Repre­
sentatives shall not exceed one for every one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand of actual 
population, but each State shall have at least 
one Representative. · 

Mr. Schenck's substitute was disagreed to-­
yeas 29, nays 131, as follow: 
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YEAS-llossrs. Anderson, !lromwell, llundy, Reader W. 
Clnrko. Sidney Clark~,, Dnrlini:r, Davis, Defrees, Fiirnsworth, 
AbnPr C. 11:in.liug-, llayrs, llill, Chci.tcr D. llubliard, .Jnm..s 
R. IlnlJhrll, Ja"l, llumphrry, Ing-ersoll, KuJkPndalt, \YB ia.tn 
L:n\"ff't1Ce, .1.llar.,hall, .ftlcUullr,up!1, l\liller, Orth, Pike. Ross, 
SchPnck, 8hdlalmrj':l?r, Sloan, Tltornton, Van Ilorn-29. 

NAYS-::\Icssrs. Alley. Allison, Atnes, James 1\1. Ashley, 
Baker. Il:rnk~. Darker, Ba.xtt•r, Ueamau, Uenjamin, Berfjen, 
lli<lwell, J:in~hnm, Blaine, Ulow, Ilontwcll. JJovcr, Brandc­
gee, Brnoksi llroomnll, Unck land, C',anler, Cobb, Con.kling, 
Cook, Cullom. Dawes, Daw..wn, Delano, Deming, Denisr1n, 
Dixou, D011nell,v, Ecklry, .Ep:glrstou, Eldridge, Eliot, :Far­
qnhnr, Ferry, Pinck, Garfir·hl, Crider, Grjnnell, Griswold, 
Hale, Aoron llardino, llarri.i:, Hart, }Joyan, IJolmes, 
Hooper, llokhkif=s, Asah£'l ,v. Hubbard, Demas IIulJlmr<l, 
jr., Jolm II. llu];!Jnr<l, Edwin N. Ilubbell, llul!Jurd, James 
JI. llumpl,rf'y, Jenck.es, J111tm,.rm. Juli~n, Kasson,.Kellc>y, 
Kelso, .Kerr, l\etclrn.m, Lnflin, Lathn.m,Ut'orgo V. Lawrence, 
Le Blond, Longyenr, Lyueh, Mar:,ton, }larvin, l\IcClnrg, 
Mdndoe, l\kl{ce, Mer<'ur, l\loorhe:1<l, f\Jnrrill, l\Iorris. Moul· 
ton, !\Iy-:rs, 1Yil.Jh1.ck, .fiachol.a.;on, J\-Ol.'l!., O'Neill, l,aine, Patter­

• son, 	Perham, !>helps, Plants, Pomeroy, Price, Samuel J. 
Rundall, ,rilliam II. Randall, Alexander ll. Rice, John II. 
Rice, RJttcr, liogers, Rollins, 8awyer, Scofield, Shanklin, 
Smith, SpalU.ing, Starr, Stev<·ns, Strouse, Taber, 1'aylrrr, 
'!'hayer, 1"ra.nds Thomas, John L. Tliomaa, jr., TrimlJle, 
Upson, Yan Aernam, Burt Van IJorot Voorheu, ,varcJ, 
·warner. Ellihu H. \Vaishburue, ,villiam D. 'Wnsl1burn, 
'\Velk.er. \Ventworth, \Vhaley, ,Yilliams, James F. \Vilson, 
Stevhen li\ ,n1::wn, \Yiudom, lVrigltt-131. 

The joint resolution, as reported, was ihen 
agreed to-yeas 120, nays 4G, as follow: 

YEA.s-Mc~srs. Alley, Allison, Amc3, Anderson, James M. 
Ashicy, lJaker, Da1ik~, Ihrker, BaxtC'l', Braman, Benjamin, 
Bidwell, Dingiiam, Blainl3, D.ow, Ilvutwell, lkaull.cgce, 
Bromwell, Uriiomall, Duck laud, Bnudy, Read.er W. Clarke, 
._;.:itlucy Clarl~e, Cobb, Coaldi:1g, Cocik,Cullom,Darling,Uavis: 
Dawes, Dct"recs, Dclur;o, Jlemwg, Dixon, Donnelly, .Eckley, 
Egglcsto11, l~arnsworth, l•'arqnhar, Ferry, Garfield, Grinuc!I, 
Griswold, Abucr C. !larding, lhrt, Hayes, J-1111, Holmes, 
Hooper, Jl.,tchL:iss, Asahcl W. llu!Jbard,Chcster D. H11b!Jarci, 
Demas 11'1bbard,jr., Johu H. Ilu!Jbard, James R. llnbbell, 
Hnlburcl, Jas. llumpbrey, lugersoll, Julian, KaRsou, Kelley, 
K\.'lso,. K,·tc.;ham, Kuykendall, Laflin, George V. L:.twrcncc,
,vmiam I.awrcnc(\ Lougycar, Lynch, Marslon, Marviu, 
McCtnrg, Mcfol}.oc, McKee, Mercur, :M11ler, Moorhead, Mor­
rill, :Morris, MoT1!ton, ).lycrs, 0'.Ncill, Orth, Paine, Patterson, 
Pcrllam. F1l~c, Fl:tnts, l'omcroy, Price, Alexander II. Rice, 
Jolrn II. l!icr, l!(Jllins, :3awyer, Echcnck, Ecofield,:3hcllabar­
gcr, Slo:rn, ~paldiug, Etarr, Stevens, E"tiilwrll, Thayer, 
Francis TlH.Jrnus, Johu L. Thomas,jr., Upson, Van Acrn;im, 
Burt Van I101·n, l!obcrt 'I'. Van Horu, \Yard, ,varncr, 
Ell1hu D. \"rashLurne, William B. Washburn, Welker, "'"cnt­
worth, ,Vil Iiams, James P. ,vuson, Stephen F. ,viisou, \Vin­
dom, ,vool!bridge-1:20. 

N.AYs-Mcssrs. Bal·:win, Dcrgen, Bo!fer, Brooks, Chanler, 
Dawson. Den'i$on, Eldrid{le, LI1ot, Finck, Gl"icln, Hale-, 
Aaron llardin9, llarris, Jlc1gan, Edwin 1V. l:lubbe1l, James 
M. Ilumphrey, Jenckes, Jolmson, J{P.rt, Latham, Le Blnnd., 
Marshall. J,lcCullough, NiUacl.:, Nicholson, Noell, l'belp.s, 
Samuel J. Randal·, William H. Randall, Raymond, Riller, 
Ro,qers, Ross, Rou~~can, Shanklin, Sitgreave.~, tmith,Strouse, 
Tctber, Taylor, Thornton, Trimlle, Voorhees, Whaley, W,ight, 
-40. 

[Messrs. Driggs and Newell, February 1, stated 
they would have voted aye, if present.) 

IN SE!<'ATE. 

March 9, lSGG-Tbe resolution of the House 
was rejected-yeas 25, nays 22, as follow, (two­
thirds being necessary:) 

YEAS-:\1,~Bsrs. Anthony, Cliandler, Clark, Conness. Crngin, 
CreswP!J, Fessend,•n, lfost~r, Grimes, Harris, IIowo, Kirk­
wood, Lane of Indiana, Mc:Dongall, Morgan, Morrill, Nyo. 
Poland, lt,ltn-sey, ~llermau, ~prag-ue, Trumbull, \Yade, \Yil­
liams. Wil:-un-25. 

NAYS-)Ie:-srs. Brown, Buclcalew, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, 
Doolittle. (Tutl,rie, Henderson, lle:ndricks, J1Jhnson, Lano of 
Kansa~, h·csmith, Norton, Pomeroy, Riddle, Saulsbury, 
Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, Van ,viukle, "'illey1 Yatcs-2:l. 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendmont to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, &c., (two-thirds of both Houses con• 
curring,) That the following article be proposed 
to the legi~latures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three.fourths of 
the said legislatures, bhall be valid as part o: 
said Constitution, viz: 

ARTICLJ -. 
The Congress shall have power to make all 

laws which shall be necessary and proper to 
secure to the citizens of each State all privileges 
and immunities of citizens in the several Statesi 
and to all persons in the several Statea equa 
protection in the rights of life, liberty, a:id 
property. 

February 26-Jfr. Bingham reported it back, 
without amendment. 

February 28-:Mr. Eluridge moved that it lie 
on the table; which was disagreed to-yeas 41, 
nays llO, as follow: 

YEAs-,fessrs. .Anemia, Bergen, Brooli:s, Chanler, C()jfroth, 
Davis, Dawson, Drnison. Eldridge, Finck, Glossbrenner 
GoorlyPar, GrirlPr, Grisw, Id, Hale, A.Harding, ]{(1gan, E. N. 
Jlubhell, Ken·, I{uyken<lnl', .Marshall, l\Iarvin, Ncl'ullnugh, 
h~iblack, 1'liclwl.~on, l\-nell, Phelps, S. J, Randall, Ritter, 
Rogers, Ross, Rouss{'au, Shanklin, Sitgreaves, Strouse, Taber, 
;Paylor,. 'l'horntrm, 'l.'rimUe, lVinfield, lVright-41. 

N.\YS-)kssrs. AI1ey, Allison, Ames, Anderson,, Delos R • 
Ashley, ,lames l\l. Ashh\Y, Baker, Baldwin, Bankli, Barker, 
B:txter, Benjamin, Bidwell, Bi11gham :Blaine, Blow, Bout;. 
well, llrandegee, Droomall, Enckland, Bundy, Rea<ler W. 
Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Conkling, Cook, Cnllom, Dar­
ling, Defreer:t, DL'lano, Deming, Donnelly, Dumont, Eckley, Eg.. 
gleston, J,~Jiot, Farnsworth, }'arqnbar, }'erry, Garfield, Grin... 
uel1, AlinerC. [fording, Hart, Ha.yes, Highy, Holmes, Hooper, 
llotchki~i-1t Demas !lu1Jban1,jr., John H. llubbanl, James 
R. IlnLbell, llnllmril, Janwa Humphrey, Ing:ersoll, ,Tenckes, 
Julian, liellny, l\elso, Kt~tcham, Luftin, Latham, Georgo V .. 
Lawrence, ,ritliam Lawrence, Loan, Longyear, Lynch, 
Marston, McClurg-, .McKee, McRu€'r, Mercur. Moorhead, 
Morrill, Morris, Moulton, l\Iyers, Newell, O'Neili, Orth, 
Pai11e, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, Haymond, A lexandcr 
II. Rice, John IL Rice, Sawyer, Schenck, Shel-laharger, 
Sloan, !'paldinl!, Ste\·tms, '!'hayer, Franch~ Thomas. John L. 
Thomas, jr., 'l'rowbritl~P, Van Al:!rnam, Burt Yan Horn, 
Warner. Ellihu U. \V11shlmrne, Henry D. Washburn, ,vm. 
Il. \Vn:-hburn, "~elker, \\'entworth, ,vmiam~, James F. 
,Ynson, Stephen F. ,vnson, \\'imlom, ,voodLddge-110. 

And on motion of Mr. Conkling, its further 
consideration was postponed until the second 
Tuesday in April. 

There was no further vote on it. 
IN SENATE. 

February 13-Mr. Fessenden reported the 
same resolution, which was laid over, and not 
again considered. 

Report Concerning Tennessee. 
IN HOUSE. 

March 5, 1866--Mr. Bingham reported from 
the Select Joint Committee on Reconstruction 
this I 

Joint Resolution concerning the State of Ten­
nessee. 

Resolved, &c., That where:i.s the people of 
Tennessee have made known to the Congress of 
the United States their desire that the consti· 

Report on Privileges and Immunities of Citizens. tutional relation~ heretofore existing betw!)en 
IN HousE. them and the Umtcd States may be fully estab· 

February 13, 18GG-Mr. Bingham reported lished, and did,. on tho twenty-second day of 
from the Joint Reconstruction Committee, this lFebruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, by­
joint resolution, which was re-committed and a large popular vote, adopt and ratify a const1• 
ordered to be printed: . tution of government, republican in form 1tnd 
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not inconsistent with the Constitution and bws 
of the U niteJ Stat~s. and a Sti1te government 
has been org:1nizcd under the provisions thereof, 
which said provisions i1nd the bws passed in 
pursui1nce thereof procbim and denote loyi1lty 
tp the Union; and wharei1s the people of Ten­
nessee :1rc found to be in a condiuon to exercise 
the functions of l1 State within this Union, and 
can only exercise the same by the consent of the 
law-mi1king power of the United States: There­
fore, the State of Tennessee is hereby declared 
to be one of the United States of America, on an 
equal fooling with the other States, upon the 
express condition that the people of Tenr,essee 
will maintain and enforce, 111 good faith, their 
existing constitution and laws, excluding thoso 
who have been engaged in rebellion against the 
United States from the exercise of the elective 
franchise, for the respective periods of time 
therein provided for, and slrnll exclude the same 
:persons for the like respective periods of time 
from eligibility to office; and the State of Ten­
nessee shall never assume or pay any debt or 
obligation contracted or incurred in aid of the 
late rebellion; nor shall said State ever in any 
manner claim from the United States or make 
any allowance or compensation for slaves eman­
cipated or liberated in any way whatever; 
which conditions shall be ratified Ly the _Legi.~­
lature of Tennessee, or the people thereof, as the 
Legislature may direct, Lefore this act shall take 
effect. 

The resolution was ordered to be printed., and 
was recommitted to the committee, and ha~ not 
been voted on, up to the time this page goes to 
press. 

Payment of Rebel Debt. 
December 19, 18G5-"'fr. James F. Wilson re­

ported from the Committee on tl,e Judiciary the 
following joint resolution to amend the Consti­
tution of the United States: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Homes concur­

ring,) That the following article be proposed to 
the legislatures of the several States :is an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
said legislatures, shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes as a part of said Constitution, 
namely: 

ARTICLE -. No tax, duty, or impost shall 
be laiu, nor shall any appropriation of money 
bE> made,,by either the United States, or any 
one of the States thereof, for the purpose of 
paying, either in whole or in fart, any debt 
contract, or liability whatsoever, mcurred, made: 
or suffered by any one or more of the States, or 
the people thereof, for the purpose of aidin~ re­
bellion a;:;ainst the Constitution and laws o! the 
United States. 

Which was passed-yeas 151, nays 11, as fol­
low: 

YEAS-Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Jamee M, 
Ashley, Ilaker, Ilald,\·in. D:-in ki-i, llarker, Baxter, Beaman, Ben.. 
jamiu, Bagen, fli<lwcll, Uingham, Blow, Doutwcll, Boyer, 
Drnn,lcg('e, Bromwell, llroomall, llucklarnl, Dnndy. C'ltanler, 
Head Pl' \V. Clark1.\ Sidni•y Clarkl•, Cobb, Conkling-, Cook, Cul• 
lom. Darling~D.lwPs, Defree8, Uelano,Dcming-, Dixnn, Donne}.. 
I.v, Driggs, Uurnout. Eckky, 1'~/;!p:leston, Eliot. Farnsworth, 
}'nrt111hal', l<'erry, Pincl;;, Garfield, GrinnelJ~ Griswohl, Ilnle, 
Almer C. Harding-, Bart, llayf's, llen<lerson. Higby, Hill, 
Jf1,gan, Ilolnws, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel ,v. lJuLhard, 
( 'hl'ster H. ll nhhnrc.l, Demas I iu ·1Lar<l,jr., John II. lluLL>ard, 
J:inws H. IluUhC'll, llnlUurd, Ing1.~rs,,ll, Jeuckl's, Jnhnson, 
Jnlian,Kasson, l{elley, lielso, Kerr, Ketchnm, I\nykendall, 
Latlin, Lntham, George V. Lawrence, \\"illinm Lawrence, 
Loan, Loug-yt'ar, Ly 1.ch, Jlarslwlf., Marston, Marvin, Mc,. 
C'hHg, ~JcKee, l\IcRuer, l\forcur, Miller, Morrill, Moulton, 
Mler:-1, N cwell, lfi!Jluclc, .1..YO('ll, O'Neill, Orth, l\liue, Patter.. 
son, Pnham Phelps, Pike, Plants, Price, Rud.ford, Samuel 
J. 1/andall, \\'illiam JI. Itanrlall. Raymond, Al,•xander II. 
Rice, ,loltn 11.Jtice, Rollins, Ross,.Rousseau, Saw) er, Schenck, 
~coficld. ShellaUarg-er, Silgreaves, Sloan, Smith, fpalding, 
Starr, Stevens, Still welJ, StrOU.'M, Tabcr,e1'ay!m·, '!'hayer, 
}'rancis 'l'honrns, John L. 'l'homas, Thornton. Trowbridge, 
L'psun, Yan Aenrnm, llurt Van Horn, Robert T. Yan Horn, 
Voorhees, \Vard, \\"arner, Ellilm n. "·a~hlrnrn<\ "'illiam n. 
,va...:hlrnrn, \\"elkcr, \\..t·ntworth, ,rh:iluy, "'1lliams, James 
F. Wilson. ~tephen F. ,vnson, "'indom, lVrig!tt-151. 

NAYS-1\Icssrs, Br()oks, Denison, Eldridge, Grider, Aaron 
!larding, ~•tcGullough, JYiclwlson, Ritter, Rogers, Shanklin, 
Trimble-11. 

It was not acted on in the Senate; but the 
substance of it is included in the amendment as 
finally adopted. 



•• 

IX. 

MEMBERS 0}1 THE CABINET OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 
AND OF THE 

THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 
WITH 

NAMES OF CLAIMANTS FROM THE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S CABINET. 
Secretary of State-WILLIAM H. SEW.A.RD, of New 

York. 
Secretary of Treasury-I!uGH McCULLOCH, of 

Indiana. 
Secretary of War-EDWIN r.I. S;rANTON, of Oliio. 
Secretary of Navy-GIDEON WELLES, of Connec­

ticut. ' 
Post·mastcr General-WILLIAM DENNrso:-., of 

Ohio. 
Secretary of Interior-JAMES HARLAN, of Iowa. 
.Attorney General-JAMES SPEED, of Kentucky. 

THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS. 
Senata. 

LAFAYETTE S. FosTER, of Connecticut, President 
of th, Senate, and Acting Vice President. 

John W. Forney, of Pennsylvania, Secretary. 
Maine-William Pitt Fessenden, Lot M. Morrill. 
New Hampshire-Daniel Clark, An.ron lL Crn­

gin. 
Vermont-Solomon Foot,* Luke P. Poland. 
.llfassachusetts-Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson. 
Rhode Island-Henry B. Anthony, William 

Sprague. 
Connecticut-James Dixon, Lafayette S. Foster. 
New York-Ira Harris, Edwin D. Morgan. 
New Jersey-William Wright,JohnP.Stockton.t 
Pennsylvania-Charles l'.. Buckalew, Edgar 

Cowan. 
Delaware-George Read Riddle, Willard Sauls­
. bury. 
Maryland-John A. J. Creswell, Reverdy John­

son. , 
Ohio-John Sherman, Benjamin F. Wade. 
Kentucky-James Guthrie, Un.rrett Davis. 
Indiana-Henry S. Laue, Thomas A. Hendricks. 
Illinois-Lyman 'Trumbull, ltichard Yates. 

*Died March 28, 1806. llis successor, George F.Edmunds, 
quaJitied April O. 18Gti.

t Vuted-J(·U.S 21, 11nys ~;1-not entitlPd to a seat in the 
Senate, 1\Ja.rch 17. 1866. 'l'he vote on the ameutlmeut Ue­
claring him not·en ittl(•d was as toliow: 

YEAS-:\les,rs. Brown, Chandler, t...:lark, Conness, <.:ragin, 
Creswell, }'essendPn, Urimt'S, Howard, Howe, Kirkwood, 
Lane.ot'In<li:wa, Nye, Ponll'roy. Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, 
Sunwer, Wade, Williams. \\'ilsun. Yates-~:l. 

NAY,'i-Me~srs. Atllllouy, Bu,·lcalew, Cuw.lll, Davis, Doo­
little, Gutltru., Ilarris, Henderson, llendricks ,Johnson. Lane 
of Kansas, .AlcDuu.Qall, Morgan, J.Ye.,·1nith, Norton, Poland, 
Rid<.lle, Saulsbury, 1rumLull, Yan WiJ/kle, ,n11ey-;l. 

.Missouri-B. Gratz Brown, John B. Henderson. 

.Michigan-Zachariah Chandler, Jacob 11. llow­
ard. 

Iowa-James W. Grimes, Samuel J. Kirkwood.* 
Wisconsin-James R. Doolittle, Timothy 0. 

Howe. 
California-John Conness, J n.mes A. r.foDougall. 
.llfinnesota-Dn.niel S. Norton, Alexander Ram• 
sey. 
Oregon-Jn.mes W. Nesmith, George H. Wil­

lin.ms. 
Kansas-Samuel C. Pomeroy, James H. Lane• 
West Virginia-Peter G. Van Winkle, Waitman 

T. Wiiley. 
.Nevada-James W. Nye, William M. Stewart. 

Senators Chosen from the late Insurrectionary 
States. 

Alabama-Lewis E. Parsons, George S. Houston. 
Arkansas-Elisha Baxter, William D. Snow. 
J?iorida-Willin.m Marvin, Wilkerson Call. 
Georgia-Alexander II. Stephens, Herschel V. 

Johnson. 
Louisiana-Randall Hunt, Henry Boyce. (R. 

King Cutler and Michael Hahn also claim 
under a former election in October, 18G4.) 

Mississippi-William L. Sharkey, Jn.mes L. 
Alcorn. 

North Carolina-William .A. Graham, John 
Pool. 

South Carolina-Benjamin F. Perry, John L. 
:tllanning. 

Tennessee-David T. Patterson.]oseph S. Fowler • 
Tcxas­
Virginia-John C. Underwood, Joseph Segar. 

ll!EMORANDU:M. 
Mr. A. H. Stephens was a delegate from Geor­

gia to the conve_ntion which framed the "_Con· 
federate" constitut10n, and was Vice !'resident 
of the "Confederacy" until its downfall. Mr. 
H. V. Jolrnson was a senator in the rebel con­
gress in the tirst and second congresses, as was 
.Mr. Gm.ham, from North Carolina. Mr. Pool 
was a senator in the Legislature of North Caro­
lina. Mr. Perry was a. "Confederate States" 
judge. Mr. Manning was a volunteer aid to 

*Credeutials presented January 20, 1866, and he took his 
seat January U, 1866. 
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General Beauregard at Fort Sumter and l\Ianas­
sas. 1fr. Alcorn was in the l\Iississippi militia. 

House of Representatives. 
SCIIUYLER COLFAX, of Indiana, Speaker. 
Edward illcPherson, of Pennsylvania, Clerk. 
.Maine-John Lynch, Sidney Perham James G. 

Blaine, John II. Rice, Frederick A: Pike. 
New Hampshire-Gilman Marston, Edward IL 

Rollms, James W. Patterson. 
Vermont-Frederick E. Woodbridge Justin S. 

Morrill, Portus Baxter. ' 
.Massachusetts-Thomas D. Eliot, Oakes Ames, 

Alexander H. Rice, Samuel Hooper, John B. 
Alley. Nathamel P. Banks, George S. Bout­
well, John D. Baldwin, William B. Washburn, 
Henry L. Dawes. 

Rhode Island-Thomas A. Jenckes, Nathan F. 
Dixon. 

Connecticut-Ilenry C. Deming, Samuel L. War­
ner, Augustus Brandegee, John H. Hubbard. 

New York-Stephen Taber, Teunis G. Bergen, 
James Humphrey*, Morga.n Jones, Nelson 
Taylor, Henry J.Raymond,John W.Chanler, 
James Brookst, William A. Darling, William 
Radford, Charles II. Winfield, John IL Ketch­
am, Edwin N. Hubbell, Charles Goodyear, 
John A. Griswold, Robert S. Hale, Calvin T. 
Hulburd, James M. Marvin, Demas Hubbard, 
Jr., Addison IL Laflin, Roscoe Conkling, Sid­
ney T. Holmes, Thomas T. Davis, Theodore 
M. Pomeroy, Daniel Morris, Giles W. Hotch­
kiss, Hamilton Ward, Roswell Hart, Burt Van 
Horn, James 1I. Humphrey, Henry Van 
Aernam. 

New Jersey-John F. Starr, William A. Newell, 
Charles Sitgreave~. Andrew J. Rogers, Edwin 
R. V. Wright. 

Pennsivania-Samuel 	 J. Randall, Charles 
O'Neill, Leonard Myers, William D. Kelley, 
M. Russell Thayer, Benjamin M. Boyer, John 
M. Broomall, Sydenham E. Ancona, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Myer Strouse, Philip Johnson, Charles 
Denison, Ulysses Mercur, George F. Miller, 
Adam J. Glossbrcnner, Alexander II. Cof­
frotht, Abraham A. Barker, Stephen F. Wil­
son, Glenni W. Scofield, Charles V. Culver, 
John L. Dawson, James K.1Ioorhead, Thomas 
Williams, George V. Lawrence. 

Delaware-John A. Nicholson. 
.Maryland--Hiram McCullough, John L. Thomas, 

Jr., Charles E. Phelps, Francis Thom:i.s, Ben­
jamin G. Harris. 

Ohio-Benjamin Egaleston, Rutherford B. 
Hayes, Robert C. Schenck, William Lawrence, 
Francis C. Le Blond, Reader W. Clarke, Sam­
uel Shellabarger, James R. Hubbell, Ralph P. 
Buckland, James M. Ashley,. Hezekiah S. 
Bundy, William E. Finck, Columbus Delano, 
Martin Welker, Tobias A. Plants, John A. 
Bingham, Ephraim R. Eckley, RufusP. Spald­
ing, James A. Garfield. 

Kentucky-Lawrence S. Trimble, Burwell C. 
Ritter, Henry Grider, Aaron Harding, Lovell 

. H. Rousseftu, Green Clav Smith, George S. 
Shanklin, William H. Raudall, Samuel McKee. 

• Died J unc 16, 1866. 

t Unseated April 6, 1866, and William E. Dodge qua.lilied 


RS his succ~ssor. 
t Ad nitted to a seat on prima.facie caso Febnrnry 19, 1866. 
jnJy 9.-Committee reported in favor of Wm. ll. Koontz, 

contestant. 

Indiana-William E. Niblack, Michael C. Kerr 
Ralph Hill, John II. Farqnhar, George W'. 
Julian, Ebenezer Dumont, Daniel W. Voor­
hees,* Godlove S. Orth, Schuyler Colfax 
Joseph II. Defrees, Thomas N. Stillwell. ' 

lllinois-John Wentworth, John F. Farnsworth 
Ellihu B. Washbnrne, Abner C. Harding' 
Ebon C. Ingersoll, Burton C. Cook, Hen.rl P'. 
I-I. Bromwell, Shelbv M. Cullom Lew11J W 
Ross, Anthony Thornton, Sam~! S. Marshan' 
Jehu Baker, Andrew J. Kuykendall, Samuei 
W. 1Ioulton . 

.Mi~souri-John Hogan, Henry T. Blow, Thomas 
E. Noell, John R. Ke~so, Joseph W. Mc­
Clurg, Robert T. Van Horn, Benjamin F. 
Loan, John F. Benjamin.George W.Anderson. 

.Michigan-Fernando C. Beaman, Charles Up­
son, John W. Longyear, Thomas W. Ferry 
Rowland E. Trowbridge, John F. Drigas. ' 

Iowa-James F. Wilson, Hiram Price, \Villiam 
B.Allison, Josiah B. Grinnell, John A. Kas­
son, Asahel W. Hubbard. · 

Wisconsin-HalbertE. Paine, Ithamar C. Sloan, 
Amasa Cobb, Charles A. Eldridge, Philetus 
Sawyer, Walter D. Mcindoe. 

California-Donald C. McRuer, William Higby 
John Bidwell. ' 

.Minnesota-William Windom, Ignatius Don• 
nelly. 

Oregon-James H. D. Henderson. 

KanS(ls-Sidney Clarke. 

West Virginia-Chester D. Hubbard, George R. 


Latham, Kellian V. Whaley. 
Nevada-Delos R. Ashley. 

Members chosen in the late Insurrectionary 
States. 

Alabama-C. C. Langdon, George C. Freeman, 
Gen. Cullen A. Bftttle, Joseph W. Taylor, B. 
T. Pope, Thomas J. Foster. 

Arkansas-William Byers, George H. Kyle, 
James 1I. Johnson. 

Florida-I!'. McLeod. 
Georgia-Solomon Cohen, Gel!· Philip Cook, 

Hugh Buchanan, E. G. Cabmess, J. D. Mat­
thews, J. H. Christy, Gen. W. T. Wofford. 

Louisiana-Louis St. Martin, Jacob Barker, 
Robert C. Wickliffe, John E. King, John S. 
Ray. (Henry C. Warmoth claims seat as 
delegate, under univeraal suffrage election.) 

.Mississippi-Col. 	 Arthur E. Reynolds, Col. 
Richard A. Pinson, James T. Harrison, A, 
M. West, E.G. Peyton. 

North Carolina--Jesse R. Stubbs, Charles C. 
Clark, Thomas C. Fuller, Col. Josiah Turner, 
Jr., Bedford Brown, S. H. Walkup, Alex. H. 
Jones. 

South Carolina-Col. John D. Kennedy, William 
Aiken, Gen. Samuel McGowan, JamP.s Farrow. 

Tennessee-Nathaniel 	G. Taylor, Horace 1fay­
nard, William B. Stokes, Edmund Cooper, 
William B. Campbell, Samuel 111. Arnell, 
Isaac R. Hawkins, John W. Leftwich. 

Texas­
Virginia-W. II. B. Custis, Lucius H. Chand­

ler, B. Johnson Barbour, Robert Ridgway, 
Beverly A. Davis, Alex. I-I. H. Stuart, Robert 
Y. Conrad, Daniel H. Hoge. 

• Unseated Febru;ry 23, 1866, ..D~ lienry D. W,ashburn 
quahfted as his succe88'>r. 
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MEMORANDUM. and a representative in the second rebel con· 
Of the Alabama delegation, Mr. Battle was a gress; Mr. Brown was a member of the State 

general in the rebel army, and Mr. Foster a convention which passed the secession ordinance 
representative in the first and second rebel con- in 1861, and voted for it. 
gresses. Of the South Carolina delegq,tion, Mr. Ken· 

Of the Georgia delegation, Messrs. Cook and nedy was colonel and Mr. McGowan brigadier 
Wofford were generals m the rebel service. general in the rebel army; Mr. Farrow was a 

Of the .Mississippi delegation, Messrs. Rey- representative in the first and second rebel con· 
nolds and Pinson were colonels in the rebel Igresses. . 
service; Mr. Harrison was a member of the Of the Virginia delegation, Messrs. Stuart 
rebel provisional congress. and Conrad were members of the secession con-

Of the North Carolina delegation, Mr. Fuller I 
1 vention of Virginia, in 1861, and continued to 

was a representative in the first rebel congress,: participate after the passage of the ordinance 
1and Mr. Turner was a colonel in the rebel army, and the beginning of hostilities. 

x. 

VOTES IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

ON VARIOUS POLITICAL DECLARATORY RESOLUTIONS. 

Payment of the Public Debt. 
December 5, 1865-Mr. Samuel J. Randall 

o[Ared this resolution: 
Resolved, That, as the sense of this House, 

the public debt created during the late rebellion 
was contracted upon the faith and honor of the 
nation; that it is sacred and inviolate, and must 
and ought to be paid, principal and intP.rest; 
that any at.tempt to repudiate or in any manner 
to impair or srale the said debt shall be univer­
sally discountenanced, and promptly rejected by 
Congress if proposed. 

Which was :igreed to-yeas 162, nays 1, as 
follow: 

YEAS-\1essrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ancona, Anrlerson, 
James l\I. Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barker, Baxter, 
Beaman, Benjnmin, Bergen, BiJwell, Bingham, lllaine, I.low, 
Boutwell, Boyer, Bramlegee, Bro111well, llruoma.11, Buck­
land, Dun1ly, Chanler, Reader \V. (;larke, SitlnPy Clarke, 
Cobb, Vonkling, Cook, Culloin, Culver, Darling, Da.vis, 
Dawes. Dawsnn, l)efrees, Delano. Demin~, Deni...;on, Dixon. 
Donnell.V, Drigb>"S, Dumo11t, Eckley, E.!q{leston, Eli,lt, Farns­
worth, Farquliar. ·Ferry, Finck, Garficltl, Glossbrlnner, 
Goodyea"r, Grinnell,Griswold, Ha.le, AIJnerC. llar<ling, llart, 
Hu.yes, HenUers,m, Uigby. Hill, Hogrin, Hulmes, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Asahcl \V. lluhl.JarU, Chester D. Ilnhlmnl, 
Demns llubharu, jr., John IL Hubbard. Edwin N. Hub/1ell, 
James R. Hubbell, Ilullmr<l, James Humphrey, Jantts JJ. 
IIumphrey, I11gerso1I, Jenckes, Jo'mson, Julian, Kasson, 
Kelley, Keh10, Kerr, Ketcham, KnykenU.a.11, Latlin. La.tham, 
George V, Lawrence, ,vnliam Lawrenctl, loan, Lougyear, 
:Mnrston, Manin, Mcrturg, .blcGullou:,h, l\lclndoe, McKee, 
McRner, Mercur, !\lillnr, l\loorhea1J, l\.lon;JI, Mon-is, M11nl~ 
ton, ::\Iyer~ Newell, 1•/'"iblack, J,,"'icl1olsrm,JVwll, O"Ncill, Orth. 
raine, Patterson, Perham, PhcJps, Pike, Planrs, Pomeroy, 
Price, Rnrljord, Samuel J. Randall, William 11. Randall, 
Ru.ymo111l. Alexand,·r II. Rice, Rover~, Rollin:,,, Ross. Saw­
yer, Se!Jeuck, Scofield. Sh rnklin, ShellnlJarg-Pr, NitgrP<n.·es. 
Sloan, S11,ith, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Stillw,•ll, Strouse,
Taber, Thayer, Francis Thomas, John L. 'fhomas. jr., 
Tlwrnton,Trowhritlge, Upson, IJurtVan Ilorn,,Y,m.l,\Vn.rner, 
Eliihu ll. Wash~urne, William ll. Washburn, Welker, 
Wentworth. Wlrnlt·y, Williams, \\"ilson, Windom, Winf,e,'d,
lV,·ight-l<l2. . 

N,v-,1r. Trimbl•. • 
NoT YoT1:<o-Messrs. Bronk.,, ET,d,·id}°e, G,ider, Aarm1 

Harding, Le m,,n,1, I,yn :h. ,ltm·sh,,ll, John 11. Rice, Ritter,
Taylor, Yan APrnam, R. 'f. Van llorn, s. l!'. '\Yilson, F. E. 
\\·Qo.<lbriuge-u. 

"Treason Ought to be Punished." 
December 14, 1365-Mr. Henderson, of Ore­

gon, submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That treason against the United 

States Government is a crime that ought to be 
punished. 

Mr. Hale moved it be lnid on the t:ible which 
was disagreed to; and, under the previous ques­
tion, it was then passed-yeas 153, nays none, 
as follow: 

YE,s-~lessrs. Alley, Ames, .Ancnna, Anderson, Jnmes M. 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Bnrker, Beaman, Ilenjnmin, 
Be1:qen, Bidwdl, Bingham, Blaine, Blow, lloutwolJ, Boyer, 
Bromwell. Brooks, Broomall, Huckln.rn.l, Bnrnly, Reader \V. 
Clarke, ~idney Clarke, Col.JU, Conkling, Cook, Cullom, Dar.. 
Ii ·•g, Davis, Dawes, Da 1cson, Dethws, Deming, Denisrni, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Drig-,rs, EckleJ', }~ggfoston, Eldridge, I·~liot, Fal'o 
qul1ar, }'t,rry, F'tnck,Glossbrenner.G,-i'der, Grin11C\l l, Griswold, 
Jlalc, .Aaron [larding, Aliner C. 1Iarcling, Harr, Ilaycs. lien.. 
tlerson. lligb,v, lingn.u, Ilnlmes, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
\V. HuULanl, Chcs~er D. IInl,bard, Demas llnlJIJanl,jr.,Joltn 
II. Ilubb:ml, Edwin N. Hubbell, James R. Ilubbell, Hul• 
Uurtl. Jam(~S llnmphrf'y, James .bl. Jlurnp!n·ey, Ingersoll, 
Jt•nckes, Johns,m., Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Kelso, Kerr, 
Kt"tcham, Kuykeml.ill, Oeor;.:e V. Lawrence, ".illiam Law­
rence, Lr, Blond. Loan, Longyear, Lynch, Marslwll, ~l ·r::1ton, 
l\Ia.rvin, )lcClurg, McCuUow1h, l\Iclndoe, McKee, l\IcRnP-r, 
l\Iercur, MoodwaU, l\.lnrdll, Morrii:J, Mrers, f{icholson, Noell, 
0-Ndll, Orth, Paine, Perham, Pike, Plnuts, l'rict', Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, William II. Randall. Alexander n. Rice, 
John H. R1ce, llitter, Rogers, Rollit1i:J, Ros~. Rou..:seau, Saw­
yer, Scofield, S,ianklin, Shellabarger, Sitgreai•es, 8loan, 
Smilh, Spalding, ~tarr, Stevens, strnuse, Taber, Taylor, 
'l'ha.yer.•lohn L. '!1homns, jr., Thornton, Trim!>le, Tr1.,wLridge, 
Upson, Ya.n Aernam, Burt Van Horn, Vt-,m·hees, \Vard. \Var­
ner, Ellihu U. Washlmrne, \Yilliant B. \Yashhurn, \Vl'lkf'r, 
Wentworth. \Yhalt-.v. \Vil1iatn~ Jame.~ F. Wilson, Stephen F. 
Wilson, Windnm, IV"ifield, WoodiJridge-153. 

NAYs--None. 

Representation of the late po-called Confed­
· erate States. 

December 14, 1865-Mr. James F. Wilson 
submitted this resolution: 

Resolved, That all papers which may be offer­
ed relative to the representation of the late 

II d C f d t S t f A · ·th 
so-ca e on e era e ta es o ~1~r1ca, or e1. er 

} of them, shall be referred to the Jomt committee 
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of fifteen without debate, and no members shall 
be admitted from either of said so-called ;::,tates, 
until Congress shall declare such States or either 
of them entitled to representation. 

Which w.1s passed-yeas 107, nays 56, as fol­
low: 

YEAS-Messrs. Alh"Y, Allison, Ames. Anrlenion.James )I. 
Ashley, Ilakf'r, l!nl,lwin, Ba.11ks, llarkPr, Baxter, Beaman. 
U(•njamin, Billwell, Bin~ham, Ulaiue. llllnt·well, Brancit•gtie, 
BrnmWPII, Hroomall, Buckland, B1111dy, HC':ulcr \V. Clarl.:e, 
8idney Cla1·ko. Cohh. Co11kli11g, Co,,k, t:nllom, Dl·frees, 01)· 
mi11g, Dixon, Donnelly, l>ri,!!:Z:-i, El:kh•y, ~liot. F,·rry, Uriu­
fl('ll, Ah1wr C. Hanlin.!!, Hart, lfayes, llen<ler;;on. lligh:v, 
Holme~. lloop1 r, llotd1ki...s. Asalwl \V. Ih1hhanl,Chestt-r D. 
Huhbar,1, Dt•m,ts lluhluird, jr..•John JI. lluhhar,l, llnlhunl, 
Ingersoll, ,JenckeA, Julian, Kellt•y, Kd:-;o, Ketcham, l~uy.. 
kendall, LRMin. Georµ:e V. La\\Tt•nce, \\"illiam Lawn.. nce, 
Loan, Ln11~y1.•ar, ~farston, )!arrin, ~lcrlurg, )Iclndoe, )le.. 
Kee, 3b·H.m•r, )Iercnr, ~lnorheHd, :\lorrill. )lu,·ri~, -'lonlton, 
1\1,rers, Nt>well. O'Neill, Orth, Pa.11u•, Pa.tterl"on, Perham, 
Pike, J>lants, Price, Ah•xander U. Hice, Jl)hn II. Rice. Rol­
lins, SawyPr, Scnfiel,l, Shcllal>1tn.:;l'l', ~loan. Spaldi11g, 8tnrr, 
Stevens, 'l'h.-ler, 'l'rowbrid.~e, Ups1111 1 Vun Al'rnam. Bun 
Van Horn, Ward, Warner. Kl1ihn ll. \\'n.shliun1e, ,nniam ll. 
,ra:shl>ttrn! \\"elker, "'eutwurth. \\"illiams,.Jameslt'. Wih;on, 
Ste11hcn P. \Vil~on, ,ri11(h1m-lOi. 

NAYS-)fossrs. Ancona, BergPn, Blow, BoyP,r, Brooks, 
Darling. Davis, Dmvsou, Denison, Eldl"idg1·, Farquhar, Pinck, 
Glrn:;st,,·,nner. Gridrr, Griswnld, llalc, llurdin!J, llill, Jlngan, 
Edwin 1V. JlufibPll. Janws R. llnhhell, .James llnmphr<'Y, 
James ..ll. llumplu·ey, Johnson, Ka..-;son, K,~rr4..Latlmm, Le 
Bland, AJarshall, J.Vihlw.:k, 1\'iclwlsnn, .1V01:ll. w1elps, Rud­
fnrd, S1muf'l J. Randall

1 
\Yiiliam II. llantlnll, Raymond, 

Rifler, RoJrrs, Ross. Hous~ean. Sltanklin1 SitgJ'etw~, Smith, 
Stillwell. Slr11use, 'l'aber, 1'a.11lm-, Frnncis 'rhomas, John L. 
Thomas, jr., 1'/wrnton, 1'rimble, Voorhees, Whaley, Winfield, 
Wi-ight-06. 

Elective Franchise in the States. 
December 18, 18G5-:'11r. Thornton submitted 

~his resolution: 
Whereas, at the first movement toward inde­

pendence, the Congress of the United States in­
1tructecl the several States to institute govern­
ments of their own, and left each State to decide 
for itself the conditions for the enjoyment of the 
eiective franchise; and whereas during the period 
of the confederacy there continued to exist a 
very great diversity in the qualifications of elec­
tors in the several States ; and whereas the Con­
stitution of the United States recognizes these 
diversities when it enjoins that in the choice of 
members of the ,House of Representatives the 
electors in each State shall have the qualifications 
requisite for the electors of the most numerous 
branch of the State legislatures; and whereas, 
after the formation of the Constitution, it re­
mained, as before, the uniform usage of each State 
to enlarge the body of its electors aocording to 
its own judgment; and whereas so fixed was the 
reservation in the habits of the people, and so 
unquestioned has been the interpretation of the 
Constitution, that <luring the civil war the late 
President never harbored the purpose, certainly 
never avowed the purpoee, of disregarding it: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That any extension of the elective 
franchise to persons in the States, either by act 
of the Pres iden t or of Congress, would be an as­
sumption of power which nothing in the Consti­
tution of the United States would warrnnt, and 
that, to avoid every danger of conflict, the settle­
ment of this quesnion should be referred to the 
several States. 

~rr. Ellihu B. Washburne moved that it be 
laid on the table; which was agree,l to-yeas 111, 
nays 413, as follow : 

YE4S-:llessrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Jamee M. 

Ashley, Bnker, Baldwin, Bank!-3, Ilarkor, Brt.xter, Ben.man 
Ilcnjamin, Bidwell, Bingham, Blow, Bontwcll, Brandegfle, 
nru,1111all. Bucklanrt, Bundy, Rea<ler W. Vlarke, Sid11eJ 
CJ:1rke, Conkling, Cook, Darling, Dawes, Dcfrees. D'"'lano1Deming, Dixo.n, l>rigg8, Dnmont, Eckley, Eg.!.drc-stnn, l':liot
F.irnznvorth, Uarfieltl, Grinnell, Halo, Ahner C. llarding: 
Hart. Ifayes, llcnder.-:on, Hi~tiy, Ilolmes, Hooper, Ilotehki~, 
Asahel\V, lluhbnrd, Dflm\s llulihard.jr., John U. Hnbhard, 
Janws H.. llubhdl, Ilnll1111·tl, ,JaHH's Humphrey, .fonl'kes 
Jnlia.u, Kelle)·, Kcl~o. Kl•tcham. Lallin, Latham,t.ieorge v: 
La.wn•nce, ,\'illiam Lawre11t·P, Lo:,n, Long-year, Lynch, Ma.r• 
ston. :Marvin, McC\nrl,!', l\Icln,loe, )fr Kee, j)Jd{un, )Iercnr 
-'tiller, .\loorhea,1, )I11rril1. :\lonlton, :\l,yt•rs. Nl•Wt•ll, ffNL·ill' 
Paine, Patterson, P(•rham, Pike, Plants, Price, Hnnnon<l' 
Alexaniler H. Ricc-,Johll ll. Rice, Rn1lins, 8awyer,~Chenck; 
Scofii•ld, Slll'llahRrgn. SpalUing. Starr, Steven~. Tha;yer,
11'rowbridge, Up:,;nn, \'an Aer11an1. Bnrt Van Horn, P..ohrrt 'f. 
Van Ilorn, \Vard, Warner. Ellihu B. ,vat-hburne, Willimn 
H. \\'Mhh11rn, ,velk1·r, \Ye1,t.worth, ,nuitrn1s, Jallll'S F. 
\nlson, StPphen 1''. ·wilson-111. 

NAYs-~lessrs.Ancorw,Bl'.1'.IJen, Bnyer, Bromw.. Jl, BroolL!, 
Chanter, Dawson, Denison, Eldn:d.r/P, .Farquhar, Finck, Gond­
!Jear, Gridr.r, Aaron JI11rdi11g, llilL Jf,,gan, Chester o. 
lluhl,nnl. Edwin D. lfuUbdl, I11gersoll. ,Johnson, Kel'r, Kny• 
kellllall, Narslwll, .McCullough, 1Yihl irk, 1Yicliol;;on, }tnell, 
Orth. Radford, Sanwd J. Randall, William J[. Uandall 
Ritter, Nnvers. Ro.qs, Ron.<;,'5i>au,Slumklin,Sif(Jreo1Jf..'{, Smith,

1 

Stillwell, Sf.rouse, Tubet, Taylor, Thornton, l',i1r 1,le, ,vhaley, 
Wright-40. 

February 26, 1866-Mr. Defrees ofTered this 
resolution, which was laid over: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House 
that Congress has no constitutional right to fix 
the qualification of electors in the several 
States. 

1Iay 21-It was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary-yeas 86, nays 30. The nays 
were: 

Me~sls. .Ancnna, Daiosnn, Defrecs, Denison, Eldri<l,qt, 
Glnssbrenner. G()ndye,1r, Grider, Aaron !larding, Jlogan, 
Edwin N. Jluf>bell, James ...l[. llum11hrey, !(err, ~uyken• 
dall, George V. Lawrence, Le Blmul, .AlcUnllouglt, jyiuf11clc, 
]{icholsnn, Samuel J. Randall, Riller, Ro,qers, Ross, Sit.. 
greav,.ir. Stillwell, Taber, Tvylor, lleuryD. \Yashl>urn, lVin· 
field, Wright-30. 

Test Oath. 
December 18, 1865-Mr. Hill submitted this 

resolution: 
Resolved, That the act of July 2, 1862, pre­

scribing an oath to be taken and subscribed by 
persons elected or appointed to office under the 
Government of the United f\tates before ~nter­
ing upon the duties of such office, is of binding 
force and effect on all departments of the public 
service, and should in no instance be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. Finck moved that it be tabled; which 
was disagreed to-yeas 32, nays 126, as follow: 

YEAS-)lessrs. Ancona, Be1·,qr.n, Br,yer, Brno1.•q, f:lia111,,ri 
Dawson, Deniso'1,, Elilridge, Finck, G,·Uler, Aaron llur1i1,1g~ 
liarris, lln.1an, Edwin N. liu'Jbel/.1 Johnson, K~rr, LutlLam1 

J/arehall, UcCuffough, ]i;iblack, J.Vichnl~on, 1Yoell, Kimuel J, 
Raru.tall, Ritte1'1 Rnger.~, Ros.~. Shanklin, Sitg,·e1.wes, St·rouse, 
Tabu, Thr,n1trm, TrimUle-32. 

N,ys-:\Ie:,sr.".I. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, James )I. 
Ashley, Baker. B:lhlWin, Bank~, llarlrnr, Baxter. lleam·m, 
Bc-nja.111i11 1 Uidwell, Bin;;htun, Bl11w, Bontwcll, Brnrnleg,~o, 
Bromwl•ll, Brooma.11, Bueklan1I, Burn.ly, nl'ader W. Clarke, 
Sitlney Clarke, Conklin~, Cook, Cullom, Darling-, lJavi.i, 
Dawes, Dcfrees, D(•la.110, Demin:i;, Dixon, D1·igi.;:-,1' D11mo11t, 
E;;:gleston, Eliot, ~'a.rnHworth, .t'..lrquhar. Ferry, G;1rlh·IU, 
GrinnPll. Hal~. Al>nE>r C. Hanlin~, 11:trt, Hayes, lien<lerson, 
llighy, Hill, Holmes, Hooper, llotchki,,;.~, Asahel ,v. Hub.. 
ha.rd, l)emas llubUar<l, jr., John IL Iluhhard.•la1nes R, 
llubbell, Ilulburd, JatnPS Humphrey, ln~ersoll, Jt•nckes, 
Julian, Kasson,Kelley, Kel~o. Ketcham, Kuykendall, Laf· 
lin, Geor:,?:e V. Lawrence. \Villiam Lawrt>nce, Loan. Long· 
Yt~ar, Lynch :\far.<;;tnn, Marvin, )IcClnrg. ~Iclrnloe, McKee, 
)kB.net", ~lc'rcur. :\liller, )loorhea1l. ;\lorrHl, )lyers, N<~"'.1:'ll, 
O'NC'ill, Orth. Paine, Pa.tt.er~on, Perham, ¥helps, Pike, 
Plants, Price, ,vi!fiam U. Ra.u,hll, Raymond,.Alexa11J.er I-I. 
Rice, John H. Rice, R,lllin:-1, Ro11ssti;t11, S.t wyer, Schenck, 
~eofll'ld, 81wlla.ba.rger, Smith, Spalding. Starr, Sten:ns, 
Stillwell, Tha.yer,Juhn L_. 'l'hom<LS, Trowbritl~, Upson,, an 
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Aernnm, Ilm t Vnn Horn, TiohP.t't T. Yan Horu, lfnrcl, ,Yar­
ne1-, H!li1111 IL \\"it:.;hlrnrne, William B. \fa,.;hlntrn, \fclknr 
\Yentworth, \\'halt•y, \rilliamti, James :F. Wil1wu, 8tephe~ 
F. \\"il:;nn-l:!5. 

It !.hen passed. 

Test Oath for Lawyers. 
January 15, 1SGG-Mr. Stevens offered this 

resolution: . 
Resolnccl, That the Committee on the Judi­

ciary ~c instructed to inquire into the expe,li­
ency of so amending t!,e act of January 2i, 1865, 
relative to tlrn te~t oath, as t? allow attorneys­
at-law to nrnct1ce tl101r proless10n without t.akino 
said oath'. on an e<prnl footing with the mem~ 
hers of all other profe.s~ions. 

Which was a.greed to-yeas 82, nays, 77, as 
follow: 

YEAS-'!e'-~rR. Alley, Ames. Ancona, Brrgen. Il1ow, Boyer, 
Rrod.:s, B11ckland, Cundy. Chanler, CuLU. Cook, Darling, 
Davis. ])a wson, Deni.,.,m, lJriJ!g~, Eldridge, Farqnha.r, l•'f1rrr 
Fi"n.<'k. Ulns.-:1,renn;,,r,r/oodye.m·,Urider, <:rh,wol<l, llah.i. A1l1·0; 
Jlurdin.lJ, Al111er C. 1Jnrding, llig:liy, Hill, J/,,[J(Ol, llooper, 
~T ..Jrn II. Hnblmr1I, J,.,'rlwin ...V. lluh!;ell, Jam(•::i Jt. IInUUell 
Jam1·R Jlnniph""Y· ,T.unes Al. llumphrt'y, Ingcr:'Zoll, Johns()n' 
J(aH~on. Kerr. KuykPmlall, Latham, Gt>Ol'!.!O V. L:t\\Trnce'1
L~ J;(,mrl. Jlan;lwli, !\lar:;t0n, '.\J;1rvin, .lllcCU!lou_,1h, MvR11er 
1\lillt>r, ~fonrliead. 1..Yi!Jla~·k, .LViclwlsm1, 1.Yuell, Orth, PhPlp~: 
Pikr, Plallt~. Pomeroy. Price, Rar~ford, s,onurl J. Ramlall 
R.1y111u1 d, Riller, R1)_11er.<:, Ho::..<:, Snwy<•r. Slwnl;lin, Sit,qreat·o/ 
Smith. S 1t>,·t•11s, Stillwdl, Strouse, 'l'aber, 'l'i.rylor. '!'hayer; 
Frnnl'i::s Thomas, Thornton, Trimule, Trowl.n·illge, lVinfield­
82. 

NAY<;-\Jp~srR. Allison, Anderson, DPl0s R. Ashlf'y, James 
:IL A:-.hlP~, Baker. Danks, l~arker, naxt<'r, Ucamn.n. Ben· 
jan1i11, n;<lwr.!l, Uind1am, Illainf', Boutwell, Uranc1e~ee 
Bro111w1•ll. RPnJer \V, Clarke, Sic.lrn•y Clarke, Cf)nk.Jing: 
Jin,,\·,·~. ])::_,frees, Dt•lano, DPminir, Dixou, Donne]ly. Eek~ 
ley. l~,:!!,!.leston. Eliot, F<H'J1Hwortb1 Grinnell, Hart, 1Iaye8, 
lit·ntk·rtion. Holmes, A~nlwl ,v. Ilubhard, Demas Jlnb· 
h:trd, jr., lfolhnrd, .Tcnckes, ,T11\ian, Iiclley, KC"lso, Laf­
lin, Willi111n Lawrence, Lna.11, LonQ'.venr, Lyn<'h, :\IcGlnrg, 
l\kKt>e, :'ih•rc·m·. l\lorrill, :Horris.. Monlton, O'Neill, P:d:rn, 
Pt'rharn. Randall, Alexande,r H R1cP, John II. HicP, Rollins 
Si:'henck, !:!-L"ofi1•ld, Slwl lahnrg<'r, Slntm, Bpaldin~. Sta:·r' 
John L. 'l'Jinnrns. jr., Upson, Van Aernnm. Unrt Vun Horn: 
,v,ml, Ellilm n. \VaHlilmrne, ,,.imam n.,Yafilthurn, Welker 
"·miams, James It. "'ilson, \\'indom, Woocll.Jridge-77. ' 

Endorsement of the President's Policy. 
December 21, 18G5-Mr. Voorhees submitted 

these resolutions, which were postponed till 
Jannary 9, }S6G: 

Resohed, That the message of the President 
of the United States, delivered at the present 
Congress, is regarded by this body as an able 
a::.d patriotic State paper. 

2. Tilat the principle's therein advocated for 
the restoration of the Union are the rnfest and 
most practicable that can now be applied to our 
disordered domestic affairs. 

3. That no State, or any number of. States 
confederated together, can in any manner sunder 
their connection with the Federal Union, except 
by a total subversion of our present system of 
government; and that the President in enuncia­
ting this doctrine in his late message has bnt 
given expression to tho sentiments of all those 
who deny the right or power of a State to secede. 

4. That the President is entitled to the thanks 
of Congress and the country for his faithful, 
wise, and successful efforts to restore civil gov­
ernment, law, and order to those States whose 
citizens were lately in insurrection aga~nst the 
federnl authority; and we hereby pledge our­
selves to a.id, assist, and uphold him iu the policy 
which Ja has adopted to give harmony, peace, 
and union to the country. 

_January 9-Mr. Bingham oITered this sub­
stitute: 

Resolved, That this House has an abidin" con­
fidence in the President, and that in the f~ture, 
~s in the _past, he will co-operate with Congre~s 
m restoring to equal position and rights with 
~he_ other St:_,tes in the Union all the States lately 
m msurrect1on. 

Mr. Bingham moved to refer the resolutions 
and the substitute to the Committee on Recon­
stiuction; which was a.greed to-yeas 107, nays 
L, as follow: 

YEAS-:\Ies;rs.Alliaon, Amrs, A.u<leTiion••Tame~ :\1. A51hlcy, 
Rak"r, Bn.lclwrn, llankg. Daxter, B•~aman, Benjamin, Uit!well, 
JHngh:un. Blaine 1 Tioutwell. llramlr>gee. Bt·omwell, Broomall, 
B11ckhnd, r11n1ly, R<'ader \V. Clarkt•, Sit.1.nPV Clarke, Cobb, 
C'onlcling, Cook, Cullom, D,1vis:, Dawrs, D~efrcC"~, Deming, 
Donnelly, Drig:g~, 1']g-~lesto11, .Eliot, Ferry, Garfidd, Orin­
ncll, Hale, A. U. HarUmg, llnrt, lfoyes, Hender1mn. lli~hy, 
Uill, Holm.I'!~, IIoopl'r, Asaliel \V. ltuLbartl, Cliest(•r f), Hul:t­
har<l, Jolin H. llnl.ihard, .Tames R. Ilnhbell, IIulhnrd, lnger­
sol1, J<•nrk<!S, ,Julian, J{elley, Kelso, Kctcha.m, l'\nykendall, 
Lafli~. Latham, W1lliiun Lawrence, Loan, Long-year, L_yuch, 
~for\'ln, .'l~Clurg-, )kKee, )lcHuer, ,1Prcu;.·, )lillcr, )loor­
hc:.1<1, '.\lorr1ll, M•irris. )lonlton, '.\Iyer8, !\"ewd1. O:N eill, Orth, 
Paine, Palteri:;on, Perham, Phelp8. Pike, Plants, ll1·ice. Ah•x­
nrnler II. ,:ice, .John 11. Riel', Rollins, Sawyer. 8cl.lilehl, 
Shelbharg-<·r, Smith, Spaldin~, Stevens, ~tillwdl. Thayer, 
,John T.,. Thoma~, jr., Trowbrhl:re, Upson, Ynn Actnam. Burt 
Yan 11orn, ,varnPr, }~llihu B. \Va.shlmrne, \Yilliarn B. Wash­
burn, \Velk.er, \rillia.nu, S. ~·. \\"i!sun, ,nndom-107. 

N \ Y.~ ··- :\le;,;srs . .Anr"ona, Be1·.r,e11. lJoyer, JJrool:s, Chan7e'f', 
Darling. D,,wsnn. Denisnn, l:.~ld1'id[JP, Glo:~sbrrnner, Ur'ider, 
Aaron Jla,·di11g. 1-loaan, J . .ill. JlumphreJJ, Kerr, Le Blond, 
.N1o·shall, i\"i/Jlrwl:, lficlwlson, 1.Yoell, RarJJ,rrd, S1mu,,l J. 
Randall, lbymontL Ri/lPr, Rogrrs, Ross, Strouse 1.'aber, 
'l'aylor, Vo:Jrhees, JVt'nfield, lVn!fht-42. ' 

Withdrawal of Military Force. 
January 8, 18G6-1lr. Thos. Williams rnbmit­

ted this resolution: 
Resolved, That in order to the maintenance 

of the national au,hority and the protection of 
the loyal citizens of the seceding States, it is 
the sense of this Ifouse that the military forces of 
the Government should not be withclrawn from 
those States until the two Houses of Conrrress 
shall have ascertained and declared tbeir fufther 
presence there no longer necessary. 
'Which was passed-yeas 94, nays 37, as follow: 
YEAS-)!Pssrs. Ames, Anderson, Delos R. A~hlf'y, Bak£'r, 

Banks, Baxter, IlC'am:m, llenjamin, Bidwdl, llin~ham, 
Blaine, Boutwell, Il:"andegee, BromweIJ, llroomall, llundy, 
R.f'adcr ,v. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb. Conkling, Cook, 
Collom, Defrees, Deniiug, Donnelly, Drif!g'~. Eµ:gll"ston, 
Eliot, .Farnsworth, l<'arquirnr, }'erry, Garfield. Grinnell, 
Almer C. Harding, Hart, Ilay<'s, 1lf'ndcrson, Ili{l'hy, Hil1, 
Holmes, Hooper, IluL,liard, Che~tcr 1). lluhh:~d, Juhn 
II. llnl1barcl, Jame~ R. IJ11ulH"II, Iln1lmrd. ,Tp1wkf'~. Jnlhn, 
lielley, Kcl::io, Ketcham: Knykt:n,hll Laflin, \fil!iam Law­
rence, Loan, Long-:vear, J.ynch, .'.\lar~in, l\IcClnrp:, :\lcKee, 
)lcltnf'r, Mercnr, :Hiller, l\lourhl•iul, Morrill, !\lorris, l\Ionl· 
ton, l\rlyers. O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Pattcnon, Plants, l'rice, 
Alexander II. Rice, Hollin:!, Sa,vyer, Scofi<•lil, 8hellahar~cr, 
Spfl.ldi11g~ Stevens, '!'hayer, Trowhritlg·e, Upson, V:m Aer.. 
man, Uurt Van Horn, Ro!wrt T. ,·rm florn, ,vard, \Yarner, 
Ellihn Il.' ,rnsl1hurne, ,relker, ,viniams, Stephen!!'. \Yil.. 
son, Windom-9!. 

!\'AYs-.\lcssrs. .Ancona, Berqen, Boyf'1', Brool:s, ChanlP.r, 
Davi,q, Daw:~on, Dela.no, Den 1iion, Eldridgr, Glos;.;lJrenn1'l', 
Grider, A. 1/(Jrdin!J, 1Iogan, Edwin J."•,r. Ifu',Uell, J,,m,.s JI. 
1/umphr,,y, Kerr, Latham. Le blond, Jlt1nlwll, Jit~ihhu·k, 
.1't1:c1ioL.,m, l{oell, s~tmuel J, Randall, Jtaymond, RiUer, 
Rogers, Rm;s, 8mith, Stillwell, Strouse. 1~1,ber, 7.ltylt>,·, 
l'oorheeS, JVinfwld, \YooJbri<lge, lVright-37. 

The Legal Effect of Reb.ellion-the Duty of Con­
gress-the Writ of Habeas Corpas, and Thanks 
to the President. 
February Hl, 186G-1Ir. Longyear submitted 

these resolutions: 
Resolved, Tlrnt in the language of the procla.­
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matiorr of the President of 1fay 29 18G5 "the J Wnshhnrne, Willi•m n. Wash1111rn, Welker, Wcntwnrth,
,•h' ·n er db 't' 'f tlieb 11. re e 10n , 1~ was wa0 e y a por 10n o 

people of the United States against the properly
constituted authoritieB of the Governn,eut there­

· 1 - · 1 · d . 1 · f b t 
of 1n t 10 mo~t. v10 ent an re\ o ting orm, U 
whose organized and armed forces have now 
been almost entirely overcome has in its revolu­
tionary progress deprived th~ people" of the 
States in which it was organized "of all civil 
government." 

2. That whenever the people of any Slate
"<l · d f 11 · ·1 t" ·t 

are thus epnve o a CIVI governrnen , 1 
becomes the duty of Congre$S, by aJ?proprin.te 
legi,fation, to enable them to or<1amze a State 

· h I 0 h ,
governrnent, an d m t e anguage oft e Const1­
tution "to guarantee to such State a republican 
form of gove'rnment." 

· · h d l'b f h'3, Tl1at Jt lS t 0 e I erate sen$e O t IS 
Honse that the condition of the rebel States iul!y 
justifies the President in maiptainin cr the sus­

0· h f h
penSlOU of t e writ o abeas corpus in those 
States. 

4. That it is the deliberate sense of this 
Honse that the condition of the rebel States fully 
justifies the President in maintaining military

ossession and control thereof, an<l that the Presi­
aent is entit1ed to the thanks of the nation for 
employing the war power for the protection of 
Union citizens a.nd the freedmen in those Stn.tes. 

Mr. Finck moved they be laid on the table;
which was disagreed to-yeas 29, nays 119, as 
follow: 

YEAS-M<'ssrs. Ancona. Bergen, Brnol,s, ChanlP;1", Dawson, 
Eldridge, Finclc, Clmsbrenner, Goodyear, Gri<ie1·, .Aaron 
1/ardinr,, IT•grrn, Jametr fl!. J{umpl1re.11, !(err, LP, Blond, 
Jt1.1rslwll, Afc('ull<,ug,'1, l'•tiblack, J\,'iclwlson, Radford, &tmuel 
J. Randall, Ritfrr, J.'oge1·s, Boss, Slwnklin, Tuber, 1'/tornton, 
Trimble, rMrltees-~J. 

NAYs-)frssrs.AlliRoli, Anderson, Delos R. Ashley, ,Tilmes 
M. A~l.ih-._v, D ilrnr. Uahlwin. Ban''"\s, Baxter. Beam.in, Benjn.­
min1 Ilit.lwell. Uing-hatn, Dlain", Boutwell, Bromwell, Ilroom· 
all, Rendnr ,r. t:lnrkf>, Sidney Clarki:-, Cobh, Conkling, 
Cook, Cullom, Dawe~, LJeming, Dom1f>lly, Driggs, Eckle.v, 
Eggleston, Eliot, Farnsworth, }'arqnhar, }\•rr~,, Garfield. 
Grinnell. Griswold, Hale, Abner C. lfa.rcling, Hayes. Uen­
denmn, Ili~hy. llolm1-1s. Hooper, A~nhel W. llubhar<l, Che:+­
ter D. IlulllJ:1rd, Denrns llnUliard. John II. Iluhbar<l, James 
R. HubUell, llulbnrd,James Humphrey, Ingerso l..Jenckes, 
Jnlian,Kas-.on. Kt'lle.v, Kelso, Ketcham, Kuykendall, Laflin, 
Lntham, U-eorge V. Lawrence. ,Vi1linm Lawrence, Loan, 
Loncyear, Lyur·h, )fnn•in, McClur,r. Mclndoe, l\IcKee, \le· 
Jluer, '.\forntr, Moorhead. l\Iorrill, Morris, l\lonlton, Myns. 
O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Patterson, Perham, Phelp'!, Pike, 
Plants, Pon1eroy, Prke, William IL Hanctall, R:1ymond. 
Alex:1tnder 11 Rice. John II. Rice, Rollins, Itoui-;seau. Saw· 
yer, Schenck, SC'oficld, Shellabarger, ~loan, Smith, 8p:tl<l­
ing, Starr, Stcvc11s, Thayer, JJ)lm L. 'fhmna.s. 'frowbri<lg-e, 
Upson, Van Aern:nn, Bnrt Van Horn, Rohert 'f. Yu.n Horn, 
,vard, ·wHrner, Ellihu ll}Vnshbnrne, ,vmiam B. ,vaslihurn, 
,velker, "'c>ntwortll, \\"haley, \Yilliams, James .F. \\~ilson, 
Stephen F. 'Vilson, \Yiu<lom, Woo<lbridge-119. 

A division of the question having been de­
manded, the first resolution was agreed to-yeas 
102, nays 3G, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Allison, Anderson, Delos R. Ashley. James 
M. Ashley, B:,ker, llalclwin, Banks, Baxter, Beaman. Benja­
min~ Bidwell, Bingham, Illaine, Boutwell, llrandegee, Ilrom­
we11, Broomall, Header \V. Clarke, Sirlney Clarke. Cobb, 
Conkling, Cook, Defrees, Deming, Donnelly, Drigga, Eckley, 
Eggleston, :Eliot., Farnsworth, }'erry, Garfield, GriuneH, 
Almer C. Harding, Hayes, Henderson, IIighy, Holmes. Hoop· 
er, Asahel \V. Hubbard, DPma.s Huhb.irtl, .John II. IlulJ.. 
bard, James R. lluhbell, llulhurd, lng<>rsoll, Je.nckes, .Ju. 
lian, Kasson, Kl'lley, Kelso, Ketcham, Kuyk..ndall, Laflin, 
\\'illiam l,nwrence, Loan, Longyear, Lynch, ,iarston, :\Iar· 
vin, Mcflnrg, Mclndoe, \!cKee. McRner, :\1oorhencl, Mor­
rill, Morris. ~foul ton, Myers, O'Neill, Orlh, Paine, Perham, 
Pike, Plants, Pomeroy, Price. William II. Ran<lall, A lexan· 
der H. Rice. John ll. Rice, Rollins, Sclrnnck, Scofield, Shel­
labarger, Sloan, 8pal<ling, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Tro,v­
bridge, Upson, v..n Aernam, Ward, Warner, Ellihn B. 

Williams, James F. Wilson, St,•phcn !'.,Wilson, Wiudom,
\rnodllridge-102. 

N\YS.-'lessrs. Ancona., B,rgm, Bnyer. Bron,:s, Cha,,ler. 
Dawson, Eldridge, Finck, Gloss\renner. Good!WII', Gri,1,·r, 
Hale, Aa1·nn Harding, llo,qan, Chester D. Jlnuuanl. Kerr,
Latham, JtcCullough, :'ilt.•rcnr, .1Viblacl:, Jt"iclwlson, P11('Jp-i, 
Radford,S.,muelJ. Ran<lall,R"ymond,llitlr,-, ll•gn·.,, Jl,,,s, 
Rousseau, Shanklin, Smith, Taber, John L. Thomas, l'/w1·,1­
ton, Trimble, Wh,.Jey-<>6,. 

The Becond resolution was agreed to-yeas 
10!, nays 33, as follow: 

YE\s-M,,ssrs. Antler.son. Delos R. A.shley, Jomes M. Ash­
ley. D:ikt·r, Baldwin, Hanks, Ilaxter, Beaman. Benjamin,
Bidwell, Uingham, Boutwell, Brandegee, llromm•ll. llruom­
all, Rrnder W. Clarke. CoH, Conklin!);, Cook, C111lom, n... 
frees, Demin!);. Donnelly, Drigi,s, Eckley, Egglt·ston, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, ~'erry, Garfield, Hrimwll, Uriswnlil, llnle, Ab­
ner c. llanling. Hayes, llend,•rsnn, lligh.v llolm<'s. llno~er. 
Hotchkiss, Asahcl W. Ilnbuard. Cheskr D I!nhhar,l, llcmas 
Ilnbhar.1, ,John JI. !Inulmrd, James It Ilnhlwll, llnllnird, 
Ingersoll, JC"nckes, ,Jnlian, l{elley, Kf'l.-;o, Kt-tchnm, L~fliILi 
,\"illiam Lnwrence, Loan, Lonc-year, Lynch, Marvin, .\Jc. 
Clurµ-, Mclndoe, ~leKee, McRucr, Morcur, ~loorhea,!, Mor­
rill, )!orris, Moulton. M.,· ..rs, O'Neill, Orth. Paine, l'erham, 
Pike. l'lnuts: Pomeroy, Pl'ice. \Yillinm II. Rnrn1 di, Alex1tn­
der IL Rice, John II. Rice, Rollins, Sawyer, 8d,enek, S«>­
field, Shcllalrn.r~cr Sloan, Sp:thlin'!, Starr, ~te,·r11s, Thayer, 
John L. 'l'homas, Trowbridge, Upson, Van A"rnam, llurt 
Van Horn. \Yard, }<;llihu Il. W1t<.!hhttr11P, \Yilliam ll. Wash· 
burn, w,,Jker, Wentworth, Williams, James F. Wilson, 
1:'tophen F. Wilson, Wimlom, Woodbridge-JO!. 

N us-~lessrs Ancona. B.rgen, Boyer, B,ool,s, Chanler, 
Dmmrrm, Ehlridge, Finck. GlMs!.n-enner, Goodyear, Grider, 
Aaron lfardin(I. Jiogan, Kasson, Ke>-r, Latham, Le 1/lr,nd, 
ftlcCullou.qh. Niulacl,, Nicltols•m, Phelps, R uJford, s:,mu,l 
J. R ,nd,,ll, R,ymond, Ritter, Rogers, Ross,Sltanklin, Smith,
TtLbcr, 1'hornton, 1'rimble, \\'baley-33. 

The third resolution was agreed to-yeas 120, 
nays 2G, as follow: 

Yr.As-)lessrs. Allison, AndQJ"son. James 1\1. A~hley, Brr 
ker, Baldwin. Ba.ului, Baxter, lseamnn, lle11jnmin, Bidwell, 
1 ingham, Blaine, BoutwP\1, Brandegee, lltomw1•1l, Uroom­
all, Reader lV. Clarke. ::-hlney Clarke, Colil>, Co11ld111g,Cook; 
Cullom, DaWf'S, Defrees, Deming, D,mnelly, Drig'!s, J<~ckley. 
E~~!eston, Eliot, Farnsw,orth, Fn.rquhnr, :Ferry, Garfield, 
Grinnell, Griswol<l, llale, Allller (J. Harding. lllyes, Hen· 
derson, Higby. Holmes, Hooper, flotchkis~, Che:;ter l) Hub­
b:trd, DemPs llnblmrd, John II. Uubbnrc't, Jam•-~'I R. Jlnhlie!J, 
llnllmrd, .James llum1,hrey, Ingersoll, Jt>nckc>K. JLtlian, 
l{asson, l{cll~y, Kelso, Ketchnm, Kuykendall, Latli11, La,. 
tham, GPorge V. Lawrt•nce, Willi,un Lawl'et1ce, Loan, Loug­
year, Lynch. Marston, :\l:trvin, l\kClur~. l\Ielwloe, ~lcKee., 
.\lcRu!!r, Mercnr, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris, i'.\foulton, 
Myen,, O'Ndll, Ort!1, Paine, Patterson, Pcrlrn,m. Phelps1 

Pike, Plants. Pomeroy. Price, \Villiam I[. Rawlall, Haymond, 
Alc>xan,ler II. Rice, John II. Rice, Rollins, Saw,v1•r, :-:cht•nck, 
ScoflelU, Shcllaba,rger, Sloan, Smith, Sp,th.ling-, Starr, 
Stevens, Thayer, John L. Thomas, 'l1rowbridge, Upson, Va.a 
Aernam. Hurt Van Horn, Rnl,ert 'l'. Van Iforu, \\'arll, War,, 
ner, Ellihn ll. W11shlmrne, ""illiam B. \Vashbnrn, Welker, 
\\'e11tworth, \Vhaley, \\"illiams, Jam,~s I!'. \Vilson, Stephen 
F. \Yiloon, \Vintlom, \VooUbri,lge-1:!0. 

NAY~-MPssrs. Ancona, /Jffgcn, Boyer, Brnoks, Chanler, 
Dawson, Eldridge. Finck, Glossbrenner. Goodyear, Gri<ler, 
.Aaron }larding, James M. J:f,1,1nplirr,y, Kerr, LP, B!on<l. Jfc­
Cullougli, Newell, Niblack, Radford, Ritter, Rogers, Ross, 
Shanklin, Tuber, Thornton, Trim!.Jle-'26. 

The first clause of the fourth resolution was 
agreed to-yeas 118, nays 23, as follow: 

YEAS-1\Iessrs. Allison, Delos R. Ashley, James ~I. Ashley, 
Bc1ker, Baldwin, Banks, Baxter. Beaman, Benjamin. Bi(lweIJ,_ 
Bingham, Blaine, Boutwell~ Bran<legeP, llromwell. Broomall, 
Reader \V. Clarkt', Sidney Clarke, Cobh, Conkling. Cook, 
Cullom. Dawes. DefrePS, Deming, Drigg~, .Eckley, Ef:r'..?;lu:;ton, 
Eliot, :Farnsworth, li'arqnha.r. Ferry, Gal'ti.e!d, Llrinncll, 
Griswnld, llale, Aliner C. Harding, lfay~s. llendl'rson, llig· 
l,y, llolme~, Hooper, Hotchki8s, Chester D. Huhbartl, Dt~· 
ma.s lluUbarcJ, jr.1 .John 11. IIubbttrll, James lt. llnl,1'.dl, 
llullmrd James 1I11mphr<'J', Ingersoll, Jenckl·s, .Jnhan, 
Kasson 'Kelley, Kdso, Ketcham, l{nylten<la.ll, Lattin, 
Latha~ Geor}.!e V. Lawrence, \Villiam Lawrence, Loan, 
Lono-vei~r. Lynch. Marston, .\Jar\'in. McClnr:.r, :\frlmloe~ :\le-,, 
KPe~·~icRner, Mercur, l\loor~1en.d, Morris, ~loulton, )iyerd, 
O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Pu.tterson, Perham. Phelps. Plants, 
Pomeroy. Price, \Villittm ll. Randall. Raymon<l, Alexander 
II. Hice .lohn I(. Rice, Rollin~, Rou~seau. Sawyur, Srheuck, 
Scofield, ~hl'llaharger, Sloan, Smith, Starr, Stt:veni:1, 1'hnyer, 
Francis 11 hom:lS, John L. 'l'homru;i, jr., Trowl.Jril1;.a Upson, 
v..n Aernam, Burt Van llorn, Rol>ert T. Van Horii, Ward, 
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1'tn.rncr, EIJihu n. ,vashbnrne, William B. Washhnrn 
Welk1Jr, 'Yt>ntworth, \Vha.lcy, ,viifbms, James F. \Vilson' 
Stf-phen .If. ,rn~on, \Viull.om, Woo<ll>ridge-118. ' 

NAYS-.\Ie~sra . .Ancona, Bergen, Boy,,,r, Brooks, Dawson, 
Eldridge, Ftnr:k, Glos8f,,·enner, Good.'fear, Aaron Harding 
James .bf. llumphrey, .,,'1:.;Cullough, ~"ibf,ack, Nicholson, Rad­
fo1'd, Samuel J. Rand~lll, Ritter, R\Jf]e1·s, Ross Shanklin 
Taber, Tlwniton, TrimUle-23. ' ' 

The second clause of the fourth resolution 
was agreed to-yea8 135, nays 8, as follow: 

YEAB-)lessrs. Allison, Anemia, Anderson, ,James :\I. Ash­
ley, Baker, Balilwin, Banks, Baxter, Beaman, Benjamin Ber· 
gen, Di<lwell, Uingham, lllaine, Boutwell, Bo.11er, Brnndegee, 
Dromwell, Brooks, llroomall, Reader \\'. Clarke, Sidney 
(;Harke, Cohl,, Conkling, Cook. Cullom.Dawson. Defrees Dem .. 
Ing, Donnelly, Driggs, ~ckley, ~ggle~to~, Eldridge, 'Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Farquhar, Ferry, Finck,Ga.rticl<l, GlosslJrenner 
Goodyear, Griswold, Hale, Al.mer C. llar<ling, Hayes, Higby' 
Holmes, Hooper. Hotchkiss, Chester D. HuObard, D~mi1.; 
Hubbard. Johu IL IIuuuard, James R. Hubbell, llulburd, 
James Uump.hrey. James JI: llum.phre.v, Ingnsoll, Jenckes, 
Johnson, Jul1an, .K;,sson, h.elley, Kelso, Kerr, K(~tcham, 
Kuyken·Jall, Laflm, Latha.m, George V. Lawrence, 'William 
Lawrence. Le Blond, Loan, Lo11~yea·r, Lynch, l\la.rston, 
Marvin, l\IcClurg-, l\.klnJoo, McKee, l\Ier1mr Moorhead 
Morrill, Morris, ~loulton, Myers, O"Neill, Orth: Paine, Pai: 
tersou. Pel'l.1am, Phelps, Pike, Plants, Pomeroy, Price, Rad­
frrrd, Samuel J. Ran la.ll, ,vmiam II. Rau<lall, Raymond, 
Alexan~er II. Rice, John JI. Rice, Rollins, Ruu'iseau, Sa.w­
yer, Schenck, Scnfield, Shellal.mrgcr, Sloan, Smith, Spald­
ing, Sta.rr, Stnvens, Taber, Thayer, }'rancis Thmnas, John 
L. Thomaf, Thornton, Trowbridge, Upson, Van Aernnm, 
Burt Van Horn, Robert 'l', Van Horn, ,vard, \Varner, .Ellihu 
B. ,vashbnrno, William B. Washburn, \Velk.er, ,ventworth. 
"~haley, ,vmiams, James F. ·wn8on, Stephen F. \Vilson, 
Windom, WootllJridgo-135. 

NAYS-~lessrs. Grid,,,r, Aaron Harding, JlcCullough, 
Niclwlson, Ritter, Rogers, Shanklin, Tri1nUle-8. 

Recognition of State goverument of North Caro­
lina. 

March 5, 1866-The SPEAKER having proposed 
to lay.before the House a communication si~ned 
Jonathan Worth, Governor of North Carolina, 
Mr. Stevens objllcted to its reception; and on 
the question. will the House receive the same, the 
yeas were 38, nays 100, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Delos R. Ashley, Bergr:n, Brooks. Chanler, 
Davis, Denis1.n, Eldridtr, Finck, Goodyear, Grider. Hale, 
.Aaron llarthn.1, lbgan. Elwin N. lluh/J,,ll, James Humphrey, 
Kerr, Kuykendall, Lathnm, Afa,rshall, l\IcHuer, Newell,1',....i/.r 
lack, l'{iclwlson 1Vodl, Phelps, Radford, Raymom1, Riller, 
Rogers, Rns~, Rousiwau, .Sluwklin, Taber, '.J'i1,11Wr, Tlwrntvn, 
Trimble, Whalwy, lVinfidd.-.38. 

NAYs-l\Iessr11. Alley, AIJison. Ames, Anderson,James M. 
Ashley, Bak.er, Bank~. Dark~r, Baxter, Beaman, Benjamin, 
Bidwell, Bingham, Blaine, Bout.well, Bran<leg:ee, Bromwell, 
Rroomall, Buckland, lluntly, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Cook, 
Cullom,Defrees, De111ing,Donnelly1 Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, 
Eliot, }~arnsworth. Farquhar, Ji'erry) Grinnell, Abner C. llard• 
ing, Hayes, Henderson, llig:by, Hill, Holmes, Hooper, [lntch· 
kiss,Asahel \\'". IIuhlJar1J, Demas Ilnlibard, jr.,John H. Ilul>­
bard, James R. llulJIJell, llhlburd, Ingersoll,Jenf'kes,Julian, 
Kelley, Kelso, l(etcha,n, \\'il\iam Lawren('e, Lynch, Marston 
McCiurg, McKee, l\liller, Morris, l\Ionlton, Myers, O'Neill, 
Orth, Paine, Patterson, Perhnm, Pike, J>rice, ,Villiam II. 
Randall, Alexnrnlcr 11. Rice, John IL Rice, Rollins, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Scofieltl, Shellabarger, Sloan, :O:paftling, ::5tevem1, 
Stillwc1J, 'l.'hnyer, lfrnncis Thornas, .Tohn L. 'l'hornas,jr., Trow­
bridge, Up.'mn, Van Aernam, Bnrt Van Horn, Robert T. Yan 
Horn, ,Yarner, Ellihu B. \\'ashbnrne, Henry D. \Yashbnrn, 
Welker, \Vent worth, \Villiams, James F. \Vilson, Stephen 
F. Wilson, \liutlom, Woodbriuge.-100, 

Be it resolved, As the opin.ior.. of thi, IIouse 
of Representatives, that sa.id lJa,is should be 
held in custody as a prisoner, and ~ubjected to 
a tnal accordrng to the laws of the land. 

Which was agreed to-yeas 10.S, nays 19, as 
fu&w: . 

YEAS-)fessrs. Alley, Allison, James M. Ashley, Ilaker, 
Tialdwrn, Bank~, na.xter,neam,m, Bidwell. Uiu;lunn. lllaine, 
13outwell, llro01well, Buckland, Bundy. Rmvler \V. Clarke, 
Sidney Clarke, Colil>, Conkling, Cook, Cullom. l,arling. Davia. 
Dawes, Defrees, Donoe!ly. Eckley, Eliot. :Fan1::t\\.'vrtl1, }tar• 
quhar. Ferry, Garfield, Grirmell, Griswol<l. IIH1e, Almer 0. 
Harding, Hart, Hayes, IIenrlerson. Iligb,v, I fol mes, Hooper, 
llotchlitSi:1, Che:;ter D. IluOUard, John J[. Hnl,lmnl, .James 
lt. IluUbell, Julian, l{elso, l{etcham, K11)'l{.!·wla1J, LRflin, 
Latham, George V. Lawrence, ,Villiam l4'lwrenc(", Loan, 
Longye::t.r, Lynch, JJarshall, Marvin, )kClnrJI, ~fr Kue, :Mc­
Ruer, .\lcrcur, :\liller, Moorhead, .Morrill, Mord:,., .'.\lnulton, 
Myers, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Perham, Plielp!t. Pike, Plants, 
Pomeroy, Price, ,villiam JI. Ra.udall, R!ty111ond, Alex,lnder 
II. Rice, Sawyer, St.!henck, Scofie1'1, SIJ1Jllabaqrer, Sloan. 
Smith, Spalding. Thayer, John L Thom:t~. 'l'hnrntnn, Trow. 
brid~e, Upson, Van Aerniun, \Vard, \Varner, Heury D 
,vashburn, \Velker. Whaley, Williams. James F. Wilson 
Stephen l!". ,vnson, '\Yimlom, ·winfleld, \Vuo,llJrid,ge-105. 

NAYS-Messrs. Ancona, BfJyer, Co,fftoth, El<lridf/e. Finck, 
GlrMsbrenn~r, Grider, Harris, Jlogan, Johnson, Mcl'ullrrugh, 
l{iblfl.ck, Sam1ul J. Randall, Ritter, Rogers, Sityreu:i:es, Ta­
ber, Trimble, Wright-1\1. 

Neutrality-The Fenians, 
June 11, 1866-Mr. Ancona offered this reso­

lution: . 
Whereas the Irish people and their brothers 

and friends in this country are moved by a 
patriotic purpose to assert the independence. 
and re-est.ablish the nationality of Ireland; and 
whereas the active sympathies of the people of 
the United States are naturally w1Lh all men 
who struggle to achieve such ends, more especi­
ally when those engaged ther~in. are the adrnow­
ledrred friends of our Government, a,i are the 
Iri~ race, they. haviug shed their blood in de­
fense of our flag in every battle of every w ,tr in 
which the republic has been engaged; and where­
as the British Government, again.st whom they 
are struggling, is E>ntitled to no otl1er or greater 
consideration from us as a nation than that de-. 
m:i.nded bv the strict letter of international law, 
for the reason that during our,Jate civil war she 
did iu effect, by her conduct, repeal her neu­
trality laws; and whereas when reparation is 
demanded for damages to our commerce, result­
ing from her willful neglect to enforc., the same, 
she arrogantly denies all responsibility, and 
claims to, be the judge in her own case; and 
whereas the existence of our neutrality l:tw of 
1318 compels the executive department of this 
Government to discriminate most harshly against 
those who. have ever been and are now our 
friends, and in favor of those who have been 
faithless, not only to the general principles oi 
comity which should ex.4st between friendly 
States, but also to the written law of their own 

Trial of Jefferson Davis. nation upon this subject: Therefore, 

June 11, 1866-Mr. Boutwell offered this reso.­ Be it resolved, That the Committee on Foreign 

lution. Affairs be, and they are hereby, instructed 
Whereas it is notorious that Jefferson Davis to report a bill repealing an act approved 

was the leaJ.er of the late rebellion, and is guilty April 20, 1818, entitled "An act in addi­
of treason under the laws of the United States; tion to an act for the punishment of certain 
and whereas by the proclamation of the l'resi­ crimes against the United States," and to repeal 
d~nt of Ma;r,. 18?5, the said. Da:'is was ch~rged lthe act therein mentioned, it ?eing the neulralit7 
with complicity rn the assassrnat10n of President law, under the terms of which the Pres1deut a 
Lincoln, ancl said proclamation has not been re- p>:oclamation a~ainst the Fenians was issued. 
voked nor annulled: Therefore, · Mr. Davis, 01 New York, moved to lay it on 
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the taLle. which was lost-yeas 5, (:Messrs. Cobb, 
Davis, Grinnell, Ifale, Trowbridge,) nays 112. 

:Mr. Schenck moved thia us a substitute: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 

States, in the opinion of this House, should re­
consider the policy which has been udopted by 
him as between the British Government and tlw.t 
portion of the Irish people who, ur,der the name 
of Fenians, are struggling for their independent 
nationality; and thut he be requested to adopt 

• as nearly as practicable that exact course of pro­
cedure which was pursued by the Government 
of Great Brituin on the occasion of the late civil 
war in this country between the United States 
and rebels in revolt, reco~nizi~g both purtie8 as 
lawful belligerents, and observrng between them 
a strict neutrality. 

Mr. Hale moved to table it; which was lost-­
yeas 8, (Messrs. Cobb, Davis, Dawes, Dodge, 
Griswold, Hale, Sloun, Trowbrid!;ie,) nays 113. 

Mr. Banks moved to refer to Uie Committee 

on Foreign Affairs, stating that if referred the 
committee would r-r,ort upon it. The motion 
was agreed to-yeas 87, nays 35, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Alley, Allison, Delos R. Ashley, James ~I. 
Ai;ihley, Baker, Baldwin, 13:rnks, Baxter, Uernnan, J..;i<lwell 
Ui11glrnm,. lll..,ai11e, llot~twl'II, Uromwell, llucklun<l, l:nndy: 
Rt•ader \\. Clarke, Sulnc'y Clarke, Colih, Cook, Cullom 
Dawes, Defrees, Delano, Dodge, Drigg-s, };ckl<'y, Farnsworu/ 
]larquhar, thinuc]I, Banis, Hart, Hayes, liolrncs, Dl'ma~ 
IluLbnrd. Etlwiu N. lluhlwll, ,lt•ntkes, Jmu~. K11s1mn, Kf'l• 
l?Y, KuJken<lalJ, Laflin, Latham, O\~org<.~ V. LawrmtCl\ Wu.. 
1mm Lawrence, Lu111,!'JC'ar. :\lanin, ~kClnrg, )lcl\('C, )Ic. 
R1wr, ~1ercur. ~lilkr. l\Iorrill, l\forri:-1. Mcallton, :\IyPra
o:~<:ill, Orth, Pai11e, Perlmrn, Phelps1 pjJrn, Plants, Priro: 
"liliam ll. ltnndall, Hn~·mm1<l, Alex,n1dcr II. Rice, ,John II. 
Hice, ltoi-s, Rt111ssl'an, Sawyt•r, ~cht'llck. ~coflt•lt.1, Hwlla­
barp:er, Sloan. Spalding. Thayer, '£rowLrhlp;e, U11son, ,rurd 
""elker, 'Whaley, ""illiarns, James F. \YiJson, Stc11heu F: 
'Wil6on, \Yiudom, \Yoo<lbrhlgc-b7. 

NAYS-'.\fosi;;t"S, Ancnna, Brr[lrn, Bnyrr, Chanler, Cn,/Trol~ 
Darling, Davis, Dumont, Eldridt1e, Finck, Glosshr,'micr: 
G1·hfrr, Hale, Aaron JI11rdin,r/, llng11n, James J.ll. lfumphrcy 
Jolm:um, Kerr, KC'tcham, .,.lJcCull w,r;h, l•:iulack, P()JH<'roy' 
S.1muel J. ll<iml,tll, R('fter, 1lf/[Jr1·.i:::, Siigrem·e~fl. Smith. 8till= 
Wt>11, 1-~'lrouse, 1'ttber, 1'aykn·, 17wrnton, Trimble, H'injield 
Wright-35. ' 

XI. 

VOTES ON SUFFRAGE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBTA 

AND OTHER POLITICAL BILLS. 

Suffrage in District of Columbia. 
IN HousE. 

January 10, 1866-Pending this bill, offered 
by Mr. Kelley, December 5, 1865, and reported 
from the Judiciary Committee by Mr. James F. 
Wilson, December 18, and then postponed till this 
day: 

A Bill extending the riRht of suffrage in the 
District of \Jolumbia. 

~e it enacted, &c., That from all laws and parts 
of laws prescribing the qualifications ,of electors 
for any office in the District of Columbia the 
word "white" be, and the same is hereby, 
stricken out, und that from and after the passage 
of this act no person shull be disqualified from 
voting at any election held in the said District 
on account of color. . 

SEc. 2. That all acts of Congress and all laws 
of the State of Maryland in force in said District 
and all ordinances of the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown inconsistent with the provis10ns 
of this act are hereby repealed and annullad. 

After debate, Mr. Wilson moved its recornmit­
ment. 

Mr. Hale moved to amend by adding these 
words: with instructions to amend the bill so as 
to extend the right of suffrage in the District of 
Columbia to all persons coming within either 
of the following classes, irrespective of caste or 
color, but subject only to existing provisions and 

qualifications other than those founded on caste 
or color, to wit: • 

First. Those who can read the Constitution of 
the United States. 

· Second. Those who are assessed for and pav 
taxes on real or personal property within th"e 
District. 

Third. Those who have served in and been 
honorably dischurged from the military or naval 
service of the United States, and to restrict such 
right of suffrage to the classes above named, and 
to include proper provisions excluding from the 
right of suffrage those who have borne arms 
against the Umted States during the late rebel­
lion, or given aid or comfort to said rebellion. 

January 17, 1SGG-1Ir. Wilson accepted l\Ir. 
Hale's amendment as part of his. _ 

January 18-Mr. Da.rling moved to postpone 
the bill till April 3. 

:Mr. Niblack moved to lay the bill on the table, 
which was disagreed to-yeas 47, nays 123, as 
follow: · 

YEAs-,Iessrs. Ancona, Dc>los R. A8hley, Bergen, Boyf!.r, 
Brooks. Chanler, Daw:wn, Denisrm, Eldridge, Ji'inclc, <Jlnss­
brenner, Go(}d.'fP,(11', Grider, Aa1'0n lltlrding, J-loyan, Chester 
D. llubl>arc.l. Edwin .Jl. Jlu 1Jl,ell, Jam£s lit. linmph,elJ, John­
So'R, Jrmes. K"'rr, KnykC'ndall, f.1:1.tham, Le Blond, Marshall, 
J/cCull-Ough, ],t,Ul.aclc, l{iclwlson, ]{,>el~ PbPlps, RaU.fvrJ. 
Slmttcl J. R:mdall, \Yilliam IL Randall, Ri:tter, Ruger&, 
Ross, Shanklin, Sitgreaves, Smith, ,Sfrnwrn, TalJer, 'l'vylor, 
John L. '£horn~, jr., 1'/wrnlon, Triml,le, Voorhees, n·i~ 
jield--47. 

NATS-~essrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Audct·son, .Ja.mrs )1. 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Danks. Darker, Baxter, lltMinan, 
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Dhh,·cll, Dingham, Blaine. Blow, Uontwell, nptn<l('gee, ~rom­
wcll, llroum;dl, llncklanll, Bnn~ly, R(~a·ler ~V. Cl:u·l~e, SHlney 
('hrkl·, C<Jbh, Conkling, Cook, Cul1mn, Unrhng, ~aVIs. Dawe:i. 
D ,frcl•8 Dt:,lano, Demlllf!', Dixon, Donnelly, Hrigg-s, Eckley, 
~~~rrlest'ou Bliot, 11'arnsworth, .l!'urqnhar, Ferry, GarfielU, 
G~ilwell, Griswol<l, Hale, ,.\ lmer C. llal'lli11:;, 1lnrt, H:1..vcs, 
IlcwlPr~on llighy, Hill, Holme~, Hooper, Asahel \V. Iluh 4 

1,anl. Dcma's Hnlllntrd, jr., .John II. Httl)hl\rd, llulb11nl,Ja1nes 
Humphrey, Ini.::;eri;mtl, Jenck1'6, Julian, K,~so11, Kelley.Kehm, 
1.::etcha.111, Laflin, George V. La.wrenCt\ \Yillirlm La.wrc~ce, 
Lo:w, Low~yenr, Lynch, )larston., :\Iarvm, McClnrg, :\Icl\.(:-e, 
?ikrcnr Miller, ;\loorheacl, !\lorril1. )lorrif-1. :\lonlton, ~ly<'rs, 
O'Neill,' Orth, Pa.inc, Patterso111 P<.>rham. ~>ikc, Plants. l!vmea 
roy Price Uaymornl, Alexan<ler H. Rice, John IL Rice, 
R01;ins, S;~wyer. SchC'nck, ::::.coficld, 8hell l!,a.r~er, Slrian, 
Spaltlinr.r, Starr, Stcvt•us, Still well, 'l'hriyer; Francis 'fhomn.s, 
'J..'rowLrii}•re, Upson, Vrin Aernam, Dnrt- '\an ll,1rn, ltnhcrt 
'11. Va.n ll~rn \\'anl, " ..arner, Ellihu B. ,vashb11rn:.~, \\~itliam 
ll. \Yashlmro', \Yell;:cr, \Yontworth. Williams, Janw:3 F. \Vila 
son, Stephen it'. "'ilson, \'dndom, \VoodLriUg:o-li3. 

Mr. Darling modified his motion so as to po.st­
pone until the first Taes<lay rn l\Iarch, winch 
was disn.greed to-yeas 3,1, nays 138, as follow : 

YEAs-'.'.\1e8srs. Anderson, Ilanks, Conklin.~, Darlin~. Davh\ 
Defrees, Eggleston, :Fa.rqnbar, .Forry, Gris:,·llld, II:~lu, Hart, 
Henderson, IIill, llogan, J:u~. Humphrt-y, Ka.s~on, i\.Ptcham, 
Kuykemlall, Laflin, Lath:un, Ueori:;e V. La.wren1;e, :\lanin, 
l\Icrcur, Miller, Orth. Phelpa, William II. Jbtvlall, Jt:1.y111oucl, 
Smith, Stillwell, John L. 'l'hourn.s, jr., T,-iniUle, RoUert 'l'. 
Van llorn-3-!. 

NAYs-:\Icssrs. Alley, Allison, AmM. Ancnntt, Delos R. 
Ashky, James :\1. Ashl<"J, Il:1.ker, Baldwin, Il.irkt•r, B.1xter, 
BPama.n,Ile11ja.min, Bernen, lliclwell, Bingham, Ulaint•, Blow, 
Boutwell. Boyer, Urandegee, Brom~vell, Brook:', Hroomall, 
Bundy, Chanler, Reader W. Clarke, Si<lHP.V Clarke. Colib. 
Cook, Cullom, Dawes, Dawson, D(•min,!!, D•:ni:on, Dixon, 
Don11l·lly, Dri,Y~, Eckley, Eldridge, Eliot, l!'arn:-;worlh, Finck, 
Gn.rfip\J, Glo;sbrenner, Good,11ea.r, Grirla, Gl'innel1, Aanm 
Jlardin,q, Abner C. llardin.~, Hayes, llighy, llolill(~S. llonper, 
A. \V. lluhbard, Chester D. 1:1 uhl>ar<l, Demas ll11Ubard, jr. 
John II. Ilul>lni.rd, Edwin 1V. lluhbell, llnlbnnl• .Tame,,; ..!/. 
llumphrey. Ingt!rsoll, Jenckt,s, Jolmson, Jone.<:., .lnlian. Kel­
ley1 l~elso, Kerr, ,Villia.m La.wt·cnf"o,. Le L'lon,z. Loan, L1m:;­

·year, Lynch, Jlarshalf., l\fa.rston, ;\lcUlnr~, .Jle<.:ull()ll.?(!• l\k­
Kt•e, ~Ioorhead, )lorrill, Murri$, :\loulton, l\Iy-ers, 1Yt1Jlack, 
J..Yicholson, .1.Voell, O'Nt•il1, l)ai11u; l!a.ttt~rson, Perham, Pili:e, 
Plants. Pomeroy, Price. Radford, &unnrl J. Randall, Alex.a 
and.er I-I. Rice John II. Rice, LliUcr, Rogers, ltolliu:S, Ross, 
S:l.wyer, Sch;nck, Scofielt1, Shanklin, Shellabarger, Sita 
grem.Jes Sloan, :::.pali,J.iug, Starr. Steve us, &rou;;;e, 1/J.Uer, Tay­
lor, 'fh;~yer, Jfrancis 11'~10rna.'i, Thorntnn, 'l'rowhrid~C", ~psuu, 
Vn.n Aornam, Burt h111 Horn, Vi1urhees. War1l, \,arner, 
Ellihu B. ,vashlmrne, ,r1lliam ll. \Y1\sbburn, Welker, Went­
worth, "\Villiams, James F.\Yil::itm, StepU.cn 1'\ Wilson, ,nna 
dam, Wi1ifield, lfoodbri<lge-135. 

The question recurring on Mr. Wilson's n1otion 
to commit with instructions, Mr. Schenck moved 
to strike from the proposed instructions these 
words: "Those who are assessed for and pay 
taxes on real or personal property within the 
district;" which was agreed to. 

The motion to recommit as amended, wn,s then 
rlisagreed to-yeas 53, nay;, 117, as follow: 

YEAs-l\[cssrs. Anderson,. Banks, Blow, Brande~ee, Brom­
well, Bucklaud, Reader \V. ( larke. Co~kliug, Du.rlin~. D<'wis, 
Dawes, Defrees, Delano, Deming, Dixon, Ongf!B, Eckl<'y, 
}jgglcston. }ferry, Griswold, Ilale, 1Iart, llayl·~, He111!t·rsou1 

Ho'per. _Ilulburd.•fames Humphrey, ,Jeuckes, h.asson, 
Rl'tcham Kuykendall, Laflin, Latham, Geor~e V. L:twrence, 
"'il,iam La.w'rence, Longyear, rtLLrvin, .:\lillcr, 1\lool'11o~d, 
Morri.-3 ~Ivers, O'Neill, .Plauts,Raymond, Alexan:lcr ll. Rice, 
S..:hen~k, ·Stillwell, 'frowhri<lge, llurt Yan l!oro. Robert 'f. 
Van 1Ior11, ,Ynrner. \Villiam ll. ,vashburn. \) oodbrhlgo-53. 

N.\Ys-)fossrs. Alley, Allison, Ames~ ..A,ncona, Dolos It. 
A-.hlcy, Jamea l\1. Ashley, Baker, B..1,Itlwm, Barker, lla.xter, 
Beaman, Denjamin, Be1·9en, Hidwell, Binghum, Hlaino, Bout~ 
weil. B1Jyer, Brooks, Broomall, Bundy, Ci'1anler, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cook. Cnllom, Dawson. Dertisrm, Donnelly, Eldrid_qe, Eliot, 
Farusworth, .Fnrquhar, Jlinck,Gnrfie1_d, (;[ossbrennt1·. (l~,c,d-. 
ucar, Grider, Grinnell, .Aaron Jfardin,q, Abner C. Hardmg, 
lligUy, Hill, Ilagan, IlvlmPs, Aso.hel "'· llnhhanl, Cl~eRt:r 
D. llnbLar<l, Demas Hui)' "\r<l,jr., ,John II. Hubbard, Erlv.nn 
J.V. J-Inbbell, James N. H1tt1t.plire.y, Ingersoll, John.-:on, Jones, 
Julian Kelley, Kelso, Kerr, Le Blond, Loan, Lynch, )far. 
shall. itarston, McClurg-. Mr:Cullou.1h, Uc Kee, \tcrc-11r, '.\Ior­
rill, Moulton ./1."7,blacl;;, J,,..,.icholson, ft~odl., Orth, Paine, Patter­
son, Perham: Phelps, Pomeroy, PriCl\ Radford, Samuel J. 
Randal4 William II. ltamh,11, John IL Rico, Hitter, Rog,rf, 
Rollins, Ross, St.wyer, Scufiold, Shanklin, Shellabarger, Bit... 

greaves, Sloan, Smith, Spnlding, Starr, StevenJ, Struuse, Taoer, 
T..iylor, Thayer, Franriii Thorna.s, John L. 'fhoma.s,jr., Thrrrn­
ton, Trimble, Upson, Van Aern/\m, Voorhee.<f, \\"ard, Ellihu 
B. ,va..'5h1Jurne, \Vclkcr, \Ventworth, Willia.ms, James :b\ 
\Yilson, St<'phen ~·. Wilson, )\'indom, \Yinfield-117. 

The bill was then passed-yeas 116, nays 51, 
as follow: 

YcAs-)Ie~srs. Alley, Allison, Ames, JRmee M. Ashley, 
na.ker, Baldwin, B,mk~, Barker, Baxter, lleaman, Bidwell, 
Dinp;ham, Blaiue, Ulow, Uoutwell, llranrlc~ee, llromwell, 
Broo1nnll, IlnckJ;rnil, Bundy, Header \L Clarke, Sidney 
Clarke, (.'ohb, Conkling, Coo·;. Cnllom, Darling, Davi."!, D LWes, 
Defrecg, Delano, Dtmin!;, Dix.nu, Donnelly, Dri~gs, Eckley, 
E:.4"~leston, Eliot, Farui;wortn 1 Ferry, UarfiPl<l, Grinnell, 
Griswol<l, Hale, Almer C. llarcling, Hart, ll,iyes1 Higby, 
Holrnn~, Hooper, Asahel \Y. lluhhard, Demas Huhbard,jr., 
.lohu II. lhthLanl. llulburd1 ,Jame,,; IIumphre.v, Ingffsoll, 
J(IIH:k('s.•Julian, Kasson, liellf>y, Kelso, Ketcham, Laflin, 
George Y. Lawr~nce, \\'illia.m Lawr<'nce, Loan, r~ong_,·ear, 
Ly rich, :\Iar.-;ton, )1 u·viu, )lcClurg, .:\forcur, Miller, Moor• 
hl•,Hl, )Ionill, :\lords, :\lonlton, ~l.\'crs, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, 
Prttterfwn, Pnham. Pik!J, Plantii, l'oHH!roy, Price, lta.ymi)nd, 
A(l•"{antler II. ltice,,JohnH. l~ice, ltollins, Sa.wyer, Schenck, 
~co!icltl, Shellat.iar~cr, Sloan, :O:p:dclin;;, St-11rr, 8te,·ens, 
'l'h:lj"('I', lfrancis 'fhomasi 'l'rowhriclge. Updon, Y,rn Aernam, 
Burt Van Horn, \Van!, V./tirner, J.<;l!ihtt B. "\Va~hl.Hl}'ne, 
\Villi:un B. \Va..,hlrnrn, Welker, Wentworth, '\Yilliams,J:h11es 
.F. \\'i!.-;011, .... tephcn F. 'Vibion, Win\1<1111 1 Woodhritlgo-116. 

NAYS-)les8rs. Anc@a, Ander~on, Delos R. Ashlc.Vt Ilen... 
Jamin, JJ1,r{Jen. Boyer, Bto1Jkf{, UltunV,r, JJciwson, JJerdson, 
E-dritl:1r?, Farqnha1-, Pfadc, Olossbrenner, Gnodf1ear, Grt'der, 
/lardi1,g, ilernl~tson, Hill, llo:}an, Chester D. Hubbard, Ed,.. 
win .lV. l{d1hcll, .Tam.ei .Al. llump,'1rr:y, John.:;nn, Jones, Kerr, 
KnylH•ntlall, L.'Lth1rn1, Le B7ond, ~ll:J1·shalf., NcCullough, )lc­
Kcc. 1Yif1l·rck •.• .Yic!t,1{.r;rm, 1Vndl, Phelp~, Jl,td.ford, Samuel J. 
Ran:lull, \Villi,~m IL n.,ntlall. Ri"tter. Rof1ers. Ross, S/iar.J&... 
Un, ,Sil!Jl'e<Wes, ::;mith, ~tillwell, Slrau.~f!, Taber, 'J.(iyhr, 
Ti1()rntoni 'J.'ri.11Wle, Robert ·r. Van Uoru, Voorhees, JVt·njieUl 
-5.t. 

IN SE:;fATE. 

Jnne 27, 1866-The bill, as reported to the 
Senate from its committee amended, was con­
ridered, the pending question being Mr. M0r­
rill's motion to insert in the first section tho 
wor<ls in brackets, below: 

Tlrnt from an<l after the passage of this act, 
en.ch and every male person, excepting paapers 
an<l persona nuder g11ardi,1,nship, of the agll of 
twenty-one years and upwards, who has not 
been con victe<l of any infamons crime, or offence, 
and who is a citizen of the United States, and 
who shall have resi<le<l in the sai<l district for 
the period of six montl1s previoas to any elec­
tion therein, [ n,11d excepting persons who may 
have voluntarily left the District of Columbia 
to crive aid an<l comfort to the rebels in the late 
reb~llion,J shall be entitled to the elective fra~­
chise, and shall be deeme<l an elector and enti­
tled to vote at any election in said District, 
without any <listinction on account of color or 
race. . 

1-Ir 1Iorrill moved further to an.end by in­
sertincr, aim, after '' therein," the words "and 
who ~an read the Constitation of the United 
States in the English langaage, and write his 
na,ne ;" which was disagreed to-yeas 15, nays 
19, as follow: 

YEAS-Messrs. Anthony, Crngin, Erlmnnds. Fessenden, Fos­
ter, Horris, Kirkwood, llorrill, Poland, Pomeroy, Sherman, 
'frnmLull. Wade, Willey, \Villiams-15. 

NAYs-'.\Iessrs. Brown, Buckalew, Conness. D,rnis, Grimes, 
Guthrie, Jl,:ndricks, UowRrd, Howe, Morgan. Norton, Nye, 
R:tm1'1~y. ~prngue, Stewart, Smnner, Van ,Viukle, WiLqun, 
Yates-IO. 

Mr. Willey offered this suhstitnte for the bill: 
In all elections to be held' hereafter in tho 

District of Cclar,,bia, the following described 
persons and thosA onli, shall have the right to 
vote, namely: first, al !1:iose pt:rsons who were 
actually res10.ents of said Dist!·:ct and qualified 
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to vote therein at the elections held therein in 
the year l8G0, under the statutes then in force; 
aeconcl, all persotrn residents of said District who 
have been duly mustered into the military or 
naval service of the United States during the 
late rebellion, and have been or shall hereafter 
be honorably discharged therefrom; third, male 
citizens of the United States who shall lrnve at­
tained the age of twenty-one years, (excepting 
paupers, persons non compotes mentis, or con­
victed of an infamous offence,) and who, being 
residents of the ward or district in which they 
shall offer to vote, shall huve resided 1,1 suid 
Distri:t for th(l period of one yeur nc:-t preced­
ing any election, and who shall li:i1·e paid the 
tuxes assessed ag,1inst them, and w ,10 can read, 
and who can write their numes. 

No further vote has been tuken up t? date of 
putting this page to press. 

West Virginia Bill. 
February G, 1SG6-The IIousE pagsed a joint 

resolution giving the consent of Congress to the 
transfor of I38rlrnlev and Jefferson counties to 
West Virginiu-yeas 112, n:1ys 21; (the btter 
all Democruts except Mr. I3n,ker.) Tl1e SE:.ATE 
pussed it, .Marc\ 6-ye»s 32, nuys 5.--1Ir. John­
son, of Maryland, voted aye; the other Demo· 
crats, voting,·voted nay. 

Extending the Homestead Act. 
IN HousE. 

February 7, 18G6-A bill providing tl1:1t ull 
the public lands in Ahb:1ma, Mis.,issippi, Louis­
iana, Arkansas, :ind Floridu, shall be disposed 
of according to the stipubtions of the home­
stead law of 1862, no entry to be mude for more 
than eighty acres, and no discrimination to be 
made on account of race or color, and the mm­
eral lands to be reserved, was considered. 

l\Ir. Taber moved to add this proviso: 
And provided, also, Tlrnt nothing in this uct 

shall be so construed as to preclude such persons 
as have been or shull be pardoued by the Presi­
dent of the United 8tutes for their pn.rticipution 
in the recent rebellion from the benefit or . his 
act. 

Which was disagreed to-y•"" :\7, ~"ys 104, 
as follow: 

YEAS-:\fos:.rs. Ddo~ R. A~hley, Ber.qen, B()!Jl'r, flrooks, 
Buck.lane), Chanler. Eldrid7e, Finck, Glo.~·sfJrennPr, lirider, 
Aaron ll,trJing, Ih_i,a.n, Che;ter D. llnl>barU, Edwin .1.V. 
Hubbell, James M. llumphrey, K·irr, La.th:t.m, Le Blnnd, 
J,Iarsltall. McCullnu,7h, .\lclt1,1er, J.Viblack, .ftichol:wn, J.Voell, 
PhPlps, Ritter, Ro,r1ers, R{)SS, Shanklin, Si 1qre,wes, Strouse, 
Taher, Ta.lJlnr, Thayer, 2'iuwnton, Trimb!R, Vi>0rltees-31. 

NAYs-:\Jess:·s. AIIAy, Allison, Ames, James lI. Ashley. 
Raker, B,lldwin. Bank-J, Barker, Baxter, llearnan, llenj-1min, 
Bi,hrnll, Bingham, BLliue, L;Iow, B 1ntwell, Ura1degee, 
Bromwell, Broouull, BunJy, H.eaJer \V. Clarke, Si1lnPy 
Clarke, CuUL>, Coukling, Cook, Cnllom, Darling, Davis, 
Dawe~. Defrees, Demin;:i;, Donnelly, Driggs, Bckli>y, Egi:;lcs· 
ton, Eliot, Far11t:1worth, F,~rqnhar, Ferry, Uarlidd, Hale, 
Almer C. Il.mling, Hart, Hayes, Ilighy, Hill, lluop('r, 
1Iotd1kiss, Dema:i dulJIJarU.jr., Julin IL lluiJIJa.1·<1. I n~er.soll, 
Jenckes,.Julia11, KrL-18 111, K:!lley, Kelso, Ku.\ keutlall, L:Ltli11, 
Georg-e V. La.wrenc1•, \Villi:un La.wreuce, Long-yl'ar, Lynch, 
:Mar~ton. \J,u·vin, )lcClurg, .\L:l11tluo, .\lercnr, .\liller, Moor· 
hc,ul, :'.\Iorri8, .\I,mltou, .)lyerl'I, Newell, O'N,•iH, 0l'th, 
Paine, Patters,m, Perhi1m, Price, William ll. H. mdall, Ah•:<· 
an<ler II. Rice, John 11. Rico, It ,1li:1s, Sawyer, Sdurnck, 
Sloan, Smith, ::Ip 1h.l.ing, Starr, Steveus, rrowl>rid~e, Up~ ,n, 
Van Aernam, Bu•t v.~n lloru, \VarJ, \.\-arncr, Elliltu ll 
Washburne, \Villhun ll. \Vashlmrn, \Velker, l\reutworth, 

Jame• F. Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson, Windom, Wood­
brirlge-104. 

February 8-The bill paRsed-yeas 112, nays 
29; the latter all Democrats, except .Messrs. 
Driggs and Latham. 

The bill as finally pussed provided that until 
Janu:1ry 1, 1867, any rerson applying for the 
benefit of the act slial swear "that he hus not 
borne arms aguinst the United S,ates, or given 
aid and comfort to its enemie,~" 

Habeas Corpus. 
IN HOUSE. 

March 20-The bill to amend an act entitled 
"An act relating to habeas corpus, and regulat­
ing judici:11 proceedings in certain cuses," ap­
proved l\Iarch 3, 1863, was passed-yeas 113, 
nays 31, as follow: 

YEAq._1\fessrs. Alley, Alli:mn, Ames. Anderson, DPlos R. 
Ashley, .James M. Ashley, Baker, Bahlwin, Banks, llark~r

1
Baxter, Beaman, Bidwell, Bingham, Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, 
Bromwell, llrooma.11. flneklantl, Ilnntly, Rea<l~r \V. Clarke, 
Conklin-.c, Cook, Cullom, Dela.no, Dt.::ming, Dixon, Dri~gs, 
Dumont, E~gleston, ·Eliot, Farnsworth, l:farquhar, Ferry, 
Garfield. Grinnell, Abner C. lfartlin.!!, Hart, Hayes, Hcndrr. 
son, llill, Holmes. Hooper, Asahel \V. lluhhard, Chester D. 
Huhhar1J, Demas IIubOard.jr., John II. Uubb~nl. .Ja.m1is It. 
llul>belJ, llull>nrt.l, Ingersoll, Jenckes, KRsson, KeHt:>y. Kdso, 
Ketcham, Kn.rke11da1l, Laflin. L'.1th·m1, George V. Lawrt>uce

1
\\'illiam Lawrence, Loan, Lynch, Marston, \larvin, l\lcCI11rg, 
i\IcKee, Mcftuer, :Hiller, Moorhead, I\Iorri11, Morri"', Mou}.. 
tn11, .\lyer8, Newell, Noell, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Porha~ 
Phelps, Pike, Phnts, Price. \Villiam IL Randall, Raymond, 
Jolla If. Rice, Rollius, Rou~sean, Sa.wyer, ~cofir-l<l, Slu.·Ua.. 
harger, Hloan, Smith, Stevens, StiHwell, Thayer, Trowhritlgo
l'pson, Van Acrnam, Burt Vnn Horn, Robert 'f. Van Ilorn,

1 

\\'artl, \Varner, Ellihn ll. \V;t.'lhbm·nd, ,Villiam D. WMh• 
lrnrn, \V<'lker, \YPntworth, \Vhal<•y, \Villiams, James I!. 
\\'il.._on, \Vindom, \V1Jo111Jrid~e-113. 

N '\.YS-.\lessrs. Ancomt, B,'rg,,n. Boyer, Brook$, Chan1er, 
Co.J'rnlh, D:.iw.~nn, Eldrhl,qe, Glfi.r;.,;/Jr(',nnrr, Grider, Hale, Aa,, 
ron l/..udin_7,· lbgan, Edwin N. 11:..J..'JlJell, JamfS M. Jlum,.. 
phrey, Jnnes, Ken\ Le Blond, .Ala1°Sh'.lll 1 Jl/cCullou 11h, lfict,.. 
olson, ...%muel J, .R;.indall, Riller, Rn,r,c,·s, Ross, Sitgreaves, ' 
Strouse, Taber, T/w1-ntun, Trimble, W'1!field-ill. 

IN SENATE. 
April 20-The bill pussed-yeas 30, nays 4, 

as follow: 
YEAH-~lessrs. Anthony, Cha,ndler, Clark, Conness. Cra-, 

~i11, Doolittle, EJmun<l;i, lt'oster, llend!.!r.~on, tlow;,rd, u~we, 
John.r;on, Kirk woo(\. Lane of In1lir\lla, )Iorg t.n, N,>rtun, Nye, 
Pol rnd, Pomerov, H.:un-;ey, Spra.gne. Stowart, S111111Hir, 'rrnm· 
lmll, Van Winkle, Wa<le, Willey, Wilham,, Wilson, Yates­
30. 

N.ns-llessrs Buckalew, Guthrie, Hendricks, Saulsbury 
-4. 

No Denial of·the Elective Franchise on Account 
of Color. 

IN HousE. 
18.66, l\Iay 15-Pending the bill to amend tha 

organic ucts of the territories of Nebraska, Col­
orado, Dakota, l\lontana, Washin~ton, Idaho, 
Ari'Wna, Utah, and New :Mexico, ot whie.h this 
is the ninth section: 

" That within the territories aforesuid there 
shull be no denial of tho elective frnnchiso to 
citizens of the United Stutes becuuso of raco or 
color, and all rersons shall be equal beforo the 
law. And al acts or pn.rts of acts, either of 
Congress or the legislative assemblies of the ter­
ritories aforesaid, inconsistent with tho pro­
visions of this act, are hereby declared null and 
void." 

Ur. Le I3lond moved to strike it out, whiGh was 
dis,agreed to-yeas 3G, nays 76, as follow~ 
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YE.t.S-Me&sr&. Ancona, Delos R. Ashley, Bergen, Boye:r, 
Chanler, Dawsml, Dtniso"'t, Eldridge, Pinck, Glossbrenner, 
Gond11ear, Grider, .Aaron Harding, Chester D. Hubbard, 
E(lwin N. Jluhbell, Kerr, Iiuyk~ndall, Latham, Le Blond, 
Jfartlwl/., JViblack, .flicholson, Phelps, \Villiam II. Randall, 
Ritter, Rngr,rs, Ross, Rousseau. Shanklin, Sitgreaves, Strouse, 
Tabu, Taylor, 1.'rimble, \Yhaley, Jf'i·(qltt-86. 

NAYS-l\.les:,rs. Allison, Ames, Ander:=Jon~ James M. Ash­
ley, :Uaker, Baldwin, Bar1kiii, Baxter, Blaine, Blow, Bout­
well, Branc.legee, Uroomall, f-:.idney Clarke, Cook, Cnllom, 
Darlin~, Da.vh1,.1Ja.wcs, Deming. Donnelly, Dumont, Eggles· 
ton, .l!'a.rnsworth, ]ferry, Garfield, Gri.;;wuld, Hart, Hayes, 
Higby, Hulmes, Hnoper, Hotr:hkhis, Asahel \V'. Hubbard, De­
mas llubbard, Johu II. llubliard, llulburd, Ingersoll, 

Jenckes, Julian. Kelley, Kelso, Wllliam Lawrence, Loan, 
Lo111ryear, Lynch, Marston, Mc(;lurg, McRuer, Mercur, 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Orth. Paine, Patterson, Perham, 
Pike, Plants, Price, Rolliue, Sawyer, Spalding-, '!'hayer, 
ltrancis 'l'homns, Van Aeruam, Burt Van Horn, \rant, "'ar• 
ncr, J<:llihu B. \.Yashlmrne, \\"illiam B, \fnshburn, ¥,-clker, 
,Yilliams, James l!'. lrilson, Stephen F. '\\"ilson, ,nn­
dom-76. 

The bill then passed-yeas 79, nays 43. 
IN SENATE. • 

June 29-The bill was consiJered but not 
voted on. 

XII. 

POLITICAL AND MILITARY MISCELLANEOUS. 

Union Na.tiona.l Platform, June, 1864. l defence of their country and in vindication of 
Resolved, That it is the highest duty of every the honor of its .flag; that the nation owes to 

# American citizen to maintam against all their them some permanent recognition of their patri­
enemies the integrity of the Union and the par- otism and their valor, and ample and permanent 
amount authority of the Constitution and laws provision for those of their survivors who have 
of ·the United States; and that, laying aside all received disabling and honorable wounds in the 
differences of political opinions, we pledge our- service of the country; and that the memories 
selves, as Union men, animated by a common of those who have fallen in its defence shall be 
sentiment and aiming at a common object, to do held in grateful and everlasting remembrance. 
everything in our power to aid the Government Resolved, That we approve and applaud the 
in quelling by force of arms the Rebellion now practical wisdom, the unselfish patriotism, and 
raging against its authority, and in bringin~ to the unswerving fidelity to the Constitution and 
the punishment due to their crimes the Reoels the principles of American Liberty, with which 
and traitors arrayed against it. Abraham Lincoln has discharged, under circum-

Resolved, That we approve the determination stances of unparalleled difficulty, the great duties 
of the Government of the United States not to and responsibilities of the Presidential office; 
compromise with Rebels, or to offer them any that we approve and endorse, as demanded by 
terms of peace, except such as may be based upon the emergency and essential to the preservation 
an unconditional surrender of their hostility and of the nation and as within the provisions of 
a return to their just allegiance to the t:onstitu- the Constituti1m, the measures and acts which 
tion and laws of the United States, and that we he has adopted to defend the nation against its 
c1tll upon the. Government to maintain this posi- open and secret foes; that we arprove, especial­
tion, and to prosecute the war with the utmost ly, the Proclamation of Bmancipation, and the 
possible vigor to the complete suppression of the employment as Union soldiers of men hetetofore 
Rebellion, ii\ full reliance upon the self-sacrifi- held in slavery; and that we have full confi­
<Jing patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying dcnce in his determination to carry these and 
devotion of the American people to the country all other Constitutional measures essential to the 
and its free institutions. salvation of the country into full and. complete 

Resolved, That as Slavery was the cause, and effect. 
now constitutes the strength of this Rebellion, Resolved, That w~ deem it essential to the 
and as it must be, always and everywhere, hos- general welfare tbat harmony should preyajl in 
tile to the principles of Republican Government, the National t;::,uncils, and we regard as worthy 
justice, and the National safety demand its utter of public confidence and official trust tho 0 e only 
and complete extirpation from the soil of the Re- who cordially endorse the principles proclaimed 
public; and that, while we uphold and maintain in these resolutions, and which shon H oharac­
the l!l:ts and proclamations by which the Govern- terize the administration of the Gonrnment. 
ment, in its own defence, has aimed a death-blow Resolved, That the Government owes to all 
at this gigantic evil, we are in favor, further- men employed in its armies, witho~1t regard to 
more, of such an amendment to the Constitution, distinction of color, i;he full :iirotection of the 
to be made by the people in conformity with its laws of war; and that any v10htion of these . 
provisions., as shall terminate and forever pro- lMvs, or of the usages of civili.:cd nations i:J. 
hibit the existence of Slavery within the. limits time of war, by the Rebels now in arms, should 
or the jurisdiction of the United States. be 'made the subject of prompt and full redress. 

Resolved, That the thanks of th~ American Resolved, Th'.lt foreign immii;;ration, which i.n 
people are due to the soldiers an<l sailors of the the past has added so much to tne wealth, devel­
.A.rmy and Navy, who have periled their lives in Iopment of resources, and increase of power to 
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thi~ nation-the asylum of the oppressed of all 
nations-should be fostered and encouraged by a 
liberal and just policy. 

1/cwlvcd, That w,1 are in favor of the speedy 
construction of the Railroad to the Pacific coast. 

Resolved, Tbat the ~at ion al faith, pledged for 
the re<lempt;on·of tho pul>lic del>t, must be kept 
inviolate, and that for this purpose we recom­
mend economy and rigid responsibility in the 
public expenditures, and a vigorous and just 
system of taxation; and that it is the dnty of 
every loyal State to su,,tain the credit and pro­
rnote the use of the National currency. 

Resolved, Tl,at we approve the po;ition taken 
by the Government that the people of the United 
8,ates can never regard with indi!Jerence the 
attempt of any European Power to overthrow 
by force or to supplant by fraud the institutions 
of any Republican Government on the ·western 
Continent.; an,l that they will view with ex­
treme jealousy, as rnenacing to the peace and 
independence of their own country, the efforts 
of any such power to obtain new footholds for 
Uonarr.hical Governments, sustained by foreign 
military force, in near proximity to the United 
States. . 

Democratic National Platform, August, 1864. 
Resolved, Tlrnt in the future, as in the past, 

we will adhere with unswerving fidelity to the 
Union under the Constitution as the onlv solid 
foundation of our strength, security and "iiappi­
ne.0s as a people, and as a framework of govern­
ment equally conducive to the welfare and pros­
perity of all the States, both northern and 
sonthern. 

Resolved, That this convention does explicitly 
declare, as the sense of the American peoJJle, 
that after four years of failure to restore the 
Union hy the experiment of war, during which, 
under tfrn pretence of a military necessity, or 
war power higher than the Contitution, the 
Constitution itself has been disregarded in eyery 
part, and public liberty and private right alike 
trndden down and the materiuJ prosperity of 
the country essentially impaired-justice, hu­
manity, liberty and .the public welfare demand 
that iramerfo,te efforts be made for a cessation of 
hostilities, with a view to an ultimate conven­
tion of the States, or other peaceable ,means, to 
the end that at the earliest practicable moment 
pc·ace may be restored on the basis of the Fed­
ernl Union of the States. 

J: ·wlved, That the direct interference of the 
miliLiry authorities Jf the United States in the 
recent elections held in Kentncky, .Maryland, 
Missouri, and Delaware, was a shameful viola­
tion of the Constitution; and a repetition of 
such .act, in the approaching election will be 
held as re,·olutionary, and resisted with all the 
mP-ans and nower under our control. 

Resolved, 'That the aim and object of the Dem­
ocratic party is to preserve the Federd Union 
aud the rights of the States unimpaired; and 
they hereby d~clare that they consider that the 
.i,dministrative usurpation of extraordinary and 
dangerous powers not granted by the consUtu­
tion; the subversion of the civil by military hlw 
m States not in insurrection; the arbitrary mili­
tary arrest, imprisonment, trial and sentence of 

American citizens in States where civil law P,r. 
ists in full force; the suppression of freedom 0f 
speech and of the press; the denial of the right 
of asylum; the open and avowed disregard of 
State rights; the employment of unusual test. 
oaths, and the interl'erence with and denial of 
the right of the people to bear arrns in their ,le­
fence, is calcuiated to prevent a re,toration of 
the Union an,l the perplltuation of a government • 
deriving its just powers from the con,ent of the 
governed. 

Resolved, That the shameful disregard of the 
Aclmini,,tration to its d•1ty in respect to our fol­
low-citizens who now are, and long have been, 
prisoners of war in a suffering condition, <le­
scrves the severest reprobation, on the score 
alike of pnhlic policy and common humanity. 

Resolved, That the sympathy of the Demo­
cratic party is heartily and earnestly extended 
to the rnldiery or our army and 8ailors of our 
na\·y. who are, and have been in the field and 
on the sea, under the flag of their country; and, 
in the event of its attaining power, they will 
receive all the care, protection, and regard that 
the brave soldiers and sailors of the Ropubli,: 
have so nobly earned. 

Call for a National Union Convention, 1866. 
A National Union Convention, of at least two 

delegates from each congressional district of all 
the ~tales, two from ead1 Territory, two fr,J1n ths 
Di,trict of Columbia, and four delegates at large 
from each State, will be lield at the city of PhiJ'a. 
delphia, on the second Tues,lay (Hth) of August 
next.. 

Such delegates will be chosen by the electors of 
the several 8tates who rnstain the Administration 
in maintaining unbroken tile Union of the St.1,ter, 
un•ler the Constitution which our fathers est,1b­
lished, and who agree in the following proposi­
tions, viz: 

The Union of t.he States is, in every case, in­
dissoluble, and is perpetual; and the Com,titu­
tion of !lie United States, and the laws passed by 
Congress in pnrsuttnce thereof. supreme, and c0u­
stant, and universal in their oblig<1tion; 

The rights, the dignity, and the equality of the 
States in the Union, including the right of rep­
resentation in Congress, are solemnly guaranteed 
by that Constitution, to save which from over­
throw so much blood and treasure were expended 
in the late civil war; 

There is no right anywhere to dissolve the 
Union or t.o separate States from the Union, eitl,er 
by voluntary withdrawal, by force of arms, or 
by Congressional action; neither by the secession 
of the States, nor by the exclusion of their loyal 
and qualified representatives, nor by the National 
Government in any other form; 

Slavery is abolished, and neither can, nor ~ught 
to be, re-established in any State or Territory 
witl1in our jurisdiction; 

Each State has the undoubted right to pre· 
scriLe the qualifications of its own electors, and 
no external power ri"htfully can, or ought to, 
dictate, control, or influence the free and volun­
tary action of the States ,n the exercise of that 
ri"ht · 0 

Th~ maintenence inviolate of the nghts of the 
States, and especially of the right of each State 
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to order and control its own domestic concerns, 
acconlin" to its own judgment exclusively, sub­
ject only !O the Constitution of the' United 8ta~es, 
is essential to that balance of power on winch 
the perfection and endurance of our political 
fabric depend, and the overthrow of thp.tsystem 
by the usurpation and centralization of power in 
Con"rcss would be a revolution, dangerous to re­
puhlican government and destructive of liberty; 

Each House of Congress is made by the Con­
stitution the sole judge of the elections, returns, 
and qiialifications of its members; but the exclu­
sion of loyal Senators and Representatives, prop­
erly chosen and quftlified under the Constitution 
and bws, is unjust and revolutionary; 

Every patriot should frown upon all those 
acts anc.i proceed in "S everywhere, which can serve 
no other purpose than to rekintlle the animosities 
of war, and the effect of which upon our moral, 
sociftl, and·material interests at home, and upon 
our standing abroad, dilforing only in degree, is 
injurious like war itself; 

The pttrpose of the war having been to pre­
serve the Union and the Constitution by putting 
down the rebellion, and the rebellion having 
Leen suppressed, all resistance to the authority 
of the General Government bemg at an end, 
and the war having ceased, war measures should 
also cease, and ~hould be followed by measures 
of peaceful administration, so that union, har­
mony, and concot·d 111ay be encouraged, and. in­
dustry, commerce, and the arts of peace revived 
and promoted; and the early restoration of all 
tl1e States to the exercise of their constitutional 
power.s in the national Government is indis­
pensably necessary to the strength an~ the de­
fence of the Republic, and to the mamtenance 
of the pul,lic credit; 

All such electors in the thirty-six States and 
nine Territories of the United Stat~s. and in the 
District of Columbia, who, in a spirit.of patriot­
ism aud love for the Union, can rise above per­

-sonal and sectional considerations, and who 
desire to see a truly National Union Conventio~, 
which shall represent all the States and Tern­
tories of the Union, assemble, as frien<ls and 
brothers under the national flag, to hold coun­
sel toaether upon the state of the Union, and to 
take ~easures to avert possible danger from the 
same, are specially requested to take part in the 
choice of such delef,\ates. 

But no dele"ate ~ill take a seat in such con­
vention who d~es not loyally accept the n_ati?nal 
situation and cordially endorse the pnnc1ples 
above set forth, and who is not attached, in true 
a!leaiance, to the Constitution, the Union, and 
the l,overnment of the United States. 

WASHINGTON, June 25, 1866. 
A. w. RANDALL, 

President. 
J, R. DOOLITTLE, 
0. H. BROWNING, 
EDGAR CoWAN, 
CHARLES KNAP, 
SAMUEL FOWLER, 

Executive Committee National Union Club. 
We recommend the holding of the above con· 

vention, and endorse the call therefor. 
DANIEL l::l. NORTON, JAMES DIXON, 
J. w. NESMITH, T. A. HENDRICKS, 

Adnross of .Democratic Congressmen. 1866. 
To the People of the United States: 

Dangers threaten. Th_e Constitution-the 
citadel of our liberties-is directly assailed. The 
future is dark, unless the people will come to the 
rescue. 

In this hour of peril National Union should 
be the watchword of every true man. . 

As essential to National Union we must mam­
tain unimpaired the rigl!ts, the dignity, and the 
equality of the States, mcludmg the nght. of 
representation in Congress, an.d the exclusive 
right of each State to control its ~wn_ do1nest1c 
concerns, subject only to the Const1tut10n of the 
United States. 

After a uniform construction of the Constitu­
tion for more than half a. century, the assump­
tion of new and arbitrary powers in the Federal 
,Government is subversive of our system and de­
structive of liberty. . . . . 

A free interchange of opm1on and ~md feelmg 
between the citizens of all the States 1s necessary 
to the perpetuity of the Union. At present 
eleven t::\tates are excluded from the national 
council For seven long months the present 
Conare~s has persistently denied any right of 
repr~sen tation to ~he :reople of these States. 
Laws affectmg their ]11ghest and dearest mter­
ests, have been passed without their_ consent, 
and in disreaard of the fundamental pnnciple of 
free govern~ent. This denial of representat10n 
has been made to all the members from a Stat~, 
altl10ugh the State, in the langu_age of the Presi­
dent "presents itself, not only m an attitude of 
loyaity and harmony, but in the persons of rep­
resentatives whose loyalty c~nnot be quest10ne~ 
under any existing constitut10nal or legal test. 

The representatives of nearly ~ne-tlnrd of the 
States have not been consulted with reference to 
the great qpestions of the day. There has been 
no national'l.ty surroundmg the present Congress. 
There has been no intercourse between the repre­
sentatives of the two sections, producing mutual 
confidence and respect. In the language of the 
distinauished lieutenant general, 

" It
0 
is to be -regretted tbat, at this time, there 

cannot be a greater co~minglin ° betw.een the 
citizens of the two sections, and particularly 
of those int.rusted with the law-makmg power." 

This state of things should be removed a.t 
once and forever. 

Therefore, to preserve the Nationa~ Union, to 
vindicate the suffic10ncy of our admirable Con­
stitution, to guard the State~ from cove!t a..t­
tempts to deprive them of their true pos1t10n m 
the Union, and to bring together those wh? a.re 
unnaturally severed, and for these great national 
purposes only, we cordiallY: approve the call for 
a National Union Convent10n, to be held at the 
city of Philadelphia, on the Eecond Tue~day 
(14th) of August next, and endorse tha pnnw 
ples therein set forth. 

We therefore, respectfully, but earnestly, 
urge ~pon our fellow-citizens i_n e~ch. State an.d 
Territory and congress10nal d1str1?t m the ~Dl­
ted States in the interest of Un10n and m a. 
spirit of ~~rmony, a~d wi~h dir~ct reference to 
the principles contamed m ~aid call, to act 
promptly in the select10n of wise, m?der3:te, and 
conservative men to represent then. m said Con­

http:national'l.ty
http:spirit.of


120 	 POLITICAL•yention, to the end that all the States shall at 
once be restored to their practical relations to 
the Union, the Constitution be maintained, and 
peace bless the whole country. 

W. E. Niblack, Reverdy Johnson, 
Anthony Thornton, Thos. A. Hendricks, 
Michael C. Kerr, Wm. Wright, 
G. S. Slrnnklin, James Guthrie, 

Garrett Davis, J. A. McDougall, 

H. Grider, Wm. Radford, 

Thomas E. Noell, S. S. Marshall, 

Samuel J. Randall, Myer Strouse, 

Lewis W. Ross, Chas. Sitgreaves 

Stephen Taber, S. E. Ancona, ' 

J. M. Humphrey, E. N. Hubbell, 

John Hogan, B. C. Ritter, 

B. M. Boyer, A. Harding. 
Teunis G. Bergen, A. J. Glossbrenner, 
Chas. Goodyear, E. R. V. Wright, 
Chas. H. Winfield, A. J. Rogers, 
A. IL Coffroth, I-I. McCullough, 

Lovell II. Rousseau, F. C. Le Blond, 

Philip Johnson, W. E. Finck, 

Chas. A. Eldridge, L. S. Trimble, 


John L. Dawson. 

WASHINGTON, July 4, 1866. 


The Elections of 1866. 
~EW HAMPSHIRE-Smyth, Union, 35,018; Sin­

clair, Democrat, 30,176. 
CoN::.,EcncuT-Hawley, Union, 43 974 · Eng­

lish, Democrat, 43,433. ' ' 
. RHODE ISLAND-Burnside, Union, 8,197; 

Pierce, Democrat, 2,816. . 
OREGON-Wood, Union, 327 majority. 
At the special election in CONNECTICUT in the 

fall of 1865, on suffrage, the vote stood: ' 
For colored suffrage, 27,217; against, 33,489. 

majority against, 6,272. 
In \:VEST Vn_tGINIA, :i, V?te was ta1en in May, 

on ratifymg tins constitutional amendment: · 
"No perwn who, since the 1st day of June, 

18~1, has given or shall give voluntary aid or 
assistance to the rebellion against the United 
States, shall be a citizen of this State, or be al­
lowed to vote at any election he'ld therein, un­
less he has volunteered into the military or naval 
service of the United States, and has been or 
shall be honorably discharged therefrom." 

The majority in its favor is, U,V22. t 
In the Territory of NEBRASKA, a vote was 

taken, with this result: For the proposed State 
constitution, 3,938; against it., 3,838. Congress­
Marquette, Union, 4,110; Brooke, Democrat, 3,­
974. Governor-Butler, Union, 4,093; Morton, 
Democrat, 3,948. 

Correspondence between General Grant and Gen­
eral Lee. 

APRIL 7, 1865. 
Gen. R. E. LEE, Commanding C. S. A. : 

GE::.;ERAL : '£he result of the last week must 
convince you of the hopelessness of further re­
sistance on the part of the Army of Northern 
Virginia in this struggle. I feel that it is so, 
~nd regard it as my duty to shift.from myself the 
responsibility of any further effusion of blood, by 
·asking of yov the surrender of that portion of 

llfANUAL • 

the Confederate States army known as the Army 
of Northern Virginia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, Lieut. Gen. 

Commanding Armies of the Uni/.ed States. 

APRIL 7, 1865. 
GENERAL: I have received your note of this 

date. Though not entirely of the opinion you 
express of the hopelessness of the further resist­
ance oc the part of the Armv of Northern Vir­
ginia:, I reci procafo your desire to avoid a useless 
elfus10n of blood, and therefore before consi<lerina 
your prorosition I ask the terms you will offe~ 
on condition of its surrender. 

R. E. LEE, General. 
To Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Commanding Armies of 

the United States. · 

APRIL 8, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Commandin,q C. 's. A.: 

GENERAL: Your note of last evening, in rejlly 
to mine of same date, asking conditions on winch 
I will accept the,surrE:nder of the Army of North­
e~n Virginia, is just received. 

In reply I would say that peace being my first 
d~sire\ there is but one condition I insist upon, 
viz: '!hat the men surrendered shall be disqual­
ified for taking up arms again against the Govern­
ment of the United States, until properly ex­
changed. I will meet you, or designate officers 
to meet any officers you may name, for the same 
purpose, at any point agreeable to you, for the 
purpose of arranging definitely the terms upon· 
which the surreniler of the Army of Northern 
Virginia will be received. 

Very respectfully,J.our obedient servant, 
. S. GRANT, Lieut. Gen., 

Commanding Armies of the United States. 

APRIL 8, 1865. 
GENERAL: I received, at a late hour, your note 

of to-day, in answer to mine of yesterday. I 
did not intend to propose the surrender of the 
Army of Northern VirRinia, but to ask the terms 
of your proposition. 'Io be frank, I do not think 
the emergency has arisen to call for the surren­
der of this army; but as the restoration of peace 
should be the sole object of all, I desire to know 
whether your proposal would tend to that end. 
I cannot, therefore, meet you with a view to 
surrender the Army of Northern Vir.,inia; but 
as far as your proposition may affect the Confed­
erate States forces under my command, and tend 
to the restoration of peace, I should be pleased 
to meet you at 10 A. M. to-morrow on the old 
staee road to Richmond, between th; picket lines 
of the two armies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, General, C. S. A. 

To 	 Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Commanding' 
, Armies U. S. A. 

APRIL 9. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding C. S. A.: 

GENERAL: Your note of yest€rday is received. • 
As I have no authority to treat on the subject of 
peace, the meeting proposed for 10 A. M. to-day 
could lead to no good. I will stitte, however, 
General, that I arn equally anxious for peac& 
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with yourself; aud the whole North entertain the 
s&-me fec~ling. . 

The terrns upon which peace can be had are 
well understood. I3y the South laying down 
their arms they will hasten that most desirable 
event, save thousands of human lives, and hun­
dreds of millions of property not yet destr0yed. 
Sincerely hoping that all our difficulties may be 
settled wi~hout the loss of another life, I sub­
scribe myself, very respectfully, your obedient 
servaut, 

U.S. GRANT, Lieut. Gen. U. 8. A. 

APRIL 9, 1865. 
·GENERAL: I received your note of this morn­

ing on the picket line, whither I had come to 
meet you and ascertain definitely what terms 
were embraced in your proposition of yesterday 
with reference to the surrender of this army. I 
now request an interview in accordance with the 
offer contained in your letter of yesterday for 
that purpose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, General. 

To Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Com'g U. S. Armies. 

APRIL 9. 
General R E. LEE, Commanding O. S. A.: 

Your note of this date is but this moment 
(11.50 A. M.) received, in consequence of my 
having passed from the Lynchburg road to the 
Farmville and Lynchburg road. 1 am at this 
writing about four mile8 west of Walter's Church, 
and w1ll push forward to the front for the pur­
pose of meeting you. 

Notice sent to me on this road where you 
wish the interview to take place, will mee.t me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient sen·ant, 
U. S. GRANT, Lieut. Gen., 

Commanding Armies of United States. 

APPOMATTOX C. II., April 9, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding 0. 8. A.: 

In accordance with the substance of my letter 
to you of the 8th instant, I propose to receive 
the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia 
on the following terms, to wit: 

Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in 
duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer 
designated Ly me, the other to be retained by 
such officer or officers as yon may desic,nate. 

The officers to give their individua~ paroles 
not to take arms against the Government of the 
United States uufil properly exchanged, and 
each company or regimental commander sign a 
like parole for the men of their commands. The 
arms, artillery, and public property to be parked 
and stacked, and turned over to tbe officers ap­
pointed by me to receive them. This will not 
embrnce the side-arms of officers, nor their pri­
vate horses or baggage. 

This done, each officer and man will be al­
lowed to return to their homes, not to be dis­
turbed by United States authority so long as 
they observe their parole and the laws in force 
where they may reside. 

Very respectfully, 
U. S. GRANT, Lieut. Gen. 
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IIEADQ,'Rs ARMY OF NonTIIER:<r Vrr.GINIA, 
April U, 18G5. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRAYT, Com'g U. S. Armies: 
GE:<rERAL: I have received your letter of this 

date containing the terms of surrender of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, as proposed by 
you. As they are substantially the same as 
those expressed iu your letter of the 8th instant, 
they are accepted. I will proceed to designate 
the proper officer to carry the stipulations into 
effoct. • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, General. 

The other Rebel armies subsequently surren 
dered on substan'tia1ly the same terms. 

Agreement between Generals Sherman and 
Johnston. 

Memorandum, or Basis of Agreement, made this 
18th day of April, A. D. 18G5, near Durham's 
Station, in the State of North Carolina, by 
and between General Joseph E. Johnston, 
commandinc, Confederate army, and Major 
General Wflliam T. Sherman, commanding 
Army of the United States, both bei'hg present: 
1. The contending armies now in the field to 

maintain the status quo, until notice is given by 
the commanding general of any one to its oppo­
nent, and reasonable time, say forty-eight hours, 
allowed. . 

2. Tlie Confederate armies now in existence to 
be disbanded and conducted to their several 
State capitals, therein to deposit their arms and 
public property in the. State arsenal, and each 
officer and man to execute and file an agreement 
to cease from,,acts of war, and to abide the action 
of both State and Federal authorities. The 
number of arms and munitions of war to be 
reported to tlie Chief of Ordnance at Washing­
ton city, subject to the future action of the Con­
gress of the United States, and in the meantim& 
to be used solely to maintain peace and order 
within the borders of the States respectively. 

3. The recognition by the Executive of the 
United States of the several State governments, 
on their officers and legislatures taking the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States; and where conilicting State governments 
have resulted from the war, the legitimacy of all 
shall be submitted to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

4. The re-establishment of the Federal Courts 
in the several States, with powers as deJined by 
the Constitution and laws of Congress. 

5. The people and inhabitants of all these 
States to be guaranteed, so far as the Executive 
can, their political rights and franchise, as well 
as their rights of person and property, as defined 
by the Constitution of the United States, and of 
the States respectively. 

6. The Executive authority of the Govern­
ment of the United States not to disturb any of 
the people by reason of the late war, so long as 
they live in peace and quiet, and abstain from 
acts 'of armed hostility, and obey the laws in 
existenca at the place of their residence. 

7. In general terms, the war to cease, a gen­
eral amnesty, so far as the Executive of the 
United States can command, on the condition of 
the disbandment of the ConfederB-te armies, dia­
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trfbution of arms, anJ the resumption of peace- J It is reportcrl that this proceeding of General 
able piHsuits by the officers an,l men hitherto 'Shcrm::m was dirnpproved for the followin" 
composing such armies. :N'ot l.,cing fully em­
po,vereJ Ly our respective principals to fulfil 
these terms, we inJi\'lJnally and onicially pledge 
ourselves to promptly obtain an answer thereto, 
and to carry out the above pro,grnmmc. 

\V. T. EIIEI!>IAN, 
l,faj, Gen., Commanding Army U.S. in J.Y C. 

J. E. J on:,sro:., 
General, CommandinJ C. S. A. in N. C. 

The following official dispatch to the A~so­
ciated Press gives the particulars of its Jisap· 
proval, and the suppo~e<l reasons therefor: 

WAsm:.aroN, April 22.-Yesterday evening a 
bearer of despatches arriveJ from General Sher· 
man. An agreement for a suspcusion of hos· 
tilities, and a memorandum of what is called a 
basis for peace, had Leen entere<l into on the 
18th iust-., by Geueral Sherman with the rebel 
General Johnston, the rebel General Dreckiu­
ridge being present at the conference. 

A Cabin<ot meeting was hclJ at 8 o'clock in the 
eyeniug, at which the action of General :::ihcr· 
man was ·disapproved Ly the President, the Sec­
retary of War, by General Grant, anJ by every 
member of the Cabinet. 

General Sherman was ordcreJ to resume hos­
tilities immediately, and he was directed th:1t 
the instructions given by the late President, in 
the followinn telegram, which was penne,1 Ly 
Mr. Lincoln l1imself, at the Citpitol, on the ni,-,ht 
of the 3d of :llfarch, were approveJ Ly Presid~nt 
AnJrew Johnson, an<l were rciternte<l to govern 
the action of military commanders. 

On the night of the 3<l of Ilfarch, while Presi­
dent Lincoln and his Cabinet were at the Capi· 
tol, a telegram from General Grant was brought 
to the Secretary of War, informing him that 
General Lee had requested an inten·iew or con· 
ference to make an arrangement for terms of 
-peace. The letter of General Lee was published 
Ill a mesrnge of Da\·is to tl10 rebel Congress. 

General Uran t's telegrnm was submitted to i\Ir. 
Lincoln, who, after pondering a few minutes, 
took up his pen anJ wrote with his own hand 
the followiug reply, which he submitted to the 
Secretary of State and Secretary of War. It was 
then date.d, addressed, an<l signed by,the Secre­
·tary of War, and tele~raphed to Genernl Grant: 

W ASIIIXGro:., 11arcl1 3, lSGG, 12 l'. I-I.-Lirn­
tenant General Grant: The President directs me 
to say to you that he wishc, you to bave no 
conference with General Lee, unless it Le for the 
capitulation of General Lee's army, or on rnr.1e 
minor and purely military matter. He instructs 
me to say that you are not to dccille, discuss, or 
confer upon any political question. Such ques· 
tions the President holJs in his own hanJs, and 
will submit them to no millt-ary conferences or 

-conventions. :Meantime, you arc to press to the 
utmost your military advantages. 

EnWI'.'i M. STA'.'iro:., 
Secretary of TVar. 

After the Cabinet meeting last ni~ht, General 
Grant started for North Carolina to ,tirect opera· 
tions against Johnston's army. 

EDWI'.'i :M. STANTO'.'i, 
Secretary of War. 

among other, reasons: "' 
1. lt was an exercise of authority not ve~ted 

in General Sherman, and 011 its face shows that 
both he anJ Johnston knew that General Sher­
man haJ no authority to enter into any such 
arrangement. 

2. It was a prnctical acknowleJgment of the 
rebel government. 

3. It undertook lo re-establish the rebel State 
governments that luvl been overthrown at the 
sacrifice of many thousanJ loyal Ii vcs and im­
mense treasure, and placed the arms and muni­
tions of war in tho hands of the rebels at their 
respective capitals, which might be used as soon 
as the armies of the United States were dis­
banded, and used to conquer aud subdue the 
loyal States. 

4. Dy the restoration of rebel authority in 
their respective States they would be enatled 
to re-establish sbvery. 

5. It might furnish a ground of responsibility 
by the Fecternl Government to pay the rebel 
debt, and certainly subjects the loyal citizens of 
rebel States to debt contracted Ly rebels in the 
Stale. 

6. It would put in dispute the existence of 
loyal State governments, and the new State of 
West Virginia, which had been rccognizc,d by 
every department of the United States Govern­
ment. 

7. It practically abolished the confiscation 
laws, and relieved the 1·ebels, of every d,·gree, 
who had sla•1ghtereJ our people, from all pains 
and penalties for _their crimes. _ 

8. It gave terms that had been deliberately, 
repeatedly, anJ solemnly rejected by l'resident 
Lincoln, and better terms than the rebels had 
ever asked in their most prosperous condition. 

9. It formed no basis of true anJ lasting 
peace, but relieved the rebels from the pressure 
of our victories, and left them in condition to 
renew their efforts to overthrow the United 
States Government and subdue the loyal States 
whenever their strength was recruited and any 
opportunity should offer. 

General Grant's Orders. 
[General Orders, No. 3.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUT,\NT GE'.'iERAL's OFFICE, 

WASI!INGTO:., January 12, 1866. 
TO PROTECT PEnso:,s AGAI:.ST DIPTIOPER CIVIL 

SUITS AND PE:.ALTIES I!'I LATE REBELLIOUS 
STATES. 
1Iilitary division and department commanders, 

whose commanJs embrace or are composed of 
any of the_ late rebellious States, and who have 
not already doue so, will at once issue tind en· 
force orJ,,rs protecting from prosecution or 
suits in the S<ate, or municipal courts of such 
State, all officers an,1 soldiers of the- armies of 
tho United States, and all persons thereto at· 
tached, or in anywise thereto Lelongint;, subject 
to military authority, charged with offences for 
acts done in their military capacity, <Jr pur· 
suant to orders from proper military authority; 
and to protect from suit or prosecution all loyal 
citizens, or persons charged with o!Ieuces done 
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~~POLITICAL AND MILITARY ::11ISCELLA:NEOU1!. 1 ..... 
artainst the rebel forces, directly or indirectly, I Rcsnfo,A, That the thank• of tl,e Democracy of Pen11syl­
d~rin<1 the existence of the rebellion. and all vama 1.,e t•od,·n·d to tho lion. Charles R. Buckl\lew an~

0 h · d ] ., ' . llon. :F,dg:'lr Cowan, for then· patr1ot1c support of tho l1re~•· 
persons, t e1r agents an emp oyes, chargi.d ~1th d••ut·s rt>storation volicy~ nntl that such tltnnkf' are duo to 

the occupancy of abandoned ln.nds Or pJant[ttIOnS, all the democratic me.mher,, uf C.c,11g;ress for their atlvucacy 

or the possession or custody of any kind of of the restor•t10n policy ufl'resideutJulrnsou. 


property whatever, who occupied, used, pos- ­
sessed, or controlled the same pursuant to the Union Convention of Pennsylvania, March 7, 

order of the Pre~ident, or any of the civil or 
military departments of the GovQrnment. and to 

. ' 
protect them from a.ny penalties or damages
that may have been or may be pronounced or 
adjudg8d in sai~ courts in any of such caRes i 
and also protectmg colored persons from prose­
cutions in any of said States charged with of-
fences for which white persons are notjrosecuted 

. . 
or purnshed m the same manner and egree.

By command of Lieutenant General Grant: 
E. D TO\VNSEND 

. : " ' 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

SUPPRESSION OF DISLOYAL NE,VSPAPERS. 

lI.tADQUARTERS ARMIES OF UNITED SrATES, 
\VASHISGTO:N, }eb. 17, lSGG. 

You will please send to these headquarters a3· bl d · · 
soon as pract1cn. e, an from time to time there~ 

our department as contain sentiments of dis­
{ . It d I t'l 't t ti G t . oy a y an 10s I ny o 1e overnmen m any 
of its branches, and state whether such paper is 
habitual in its utterance of such s~ntimcnts. 

. . . . 
The persistent pubhcation of articles c~lculate<l 
to keep up a hostility of feeling between the 
People of different sections of the countr[! can­

. . . . 
not be tolerated_ Tlus mformat10n IS ca led for 
with a view to their suppression, which will be 
done from these h~adquarters onll 

. • 
By order of Lieutenant Genera Grant: 

T. S. Bo,VERS 
A sista1it Ad'uta t G e;al

S 'J n en · 

Democratic Convention of Penn., March 5, 1866. 
T!1e Democracy of Pennsylv:ll!ia, in Convt·ntion met, rec-

0~11iziug a crii-ds in the affairs of the Republic, anll esteem· 
iDg the immediate n·storatiou of the Union parurnount to 
all other isi,;ues, do rosoh:e: 

1. That tho States, whereof the people were lately in 
rebellion, nre integral parts of the Union and are entitlcJ 
to representation in Congress by men duly elected who Uear 
true faith to the Constitution and lrnvs, and in ortler to 
vi11tlicate the maxim that t..\xntion without representation 
ir- tyrauuy, auch representatives should be forthwith at.l~ 
mittec!. 

2. That the faith of the Republic is pledged to the pa)·· 
meut of the national debt, awl Congress should pass all 
laws necessary for that purpose. 

3. 'Jhat we owe obeuience to the Constitution of the 
UnitNl States, (including the amendment prohibiting eila­
very), antl under its provisious will accord to those emit.Ude 
pi.ltcd all their rights of person and property. 

4. That t!ach State has the exclusive rig:ht to regulate 
the qualifications of its own electors. 

5. 'l'h:tt the white race alone is eutitled to·the control of 
the Gover11n1ent of the Republic, and we are unwilling to 
graut the 1wgroes tho right to vote.. 

6. '£hat tho hold enunciation of the principles of the 
Coui;titution and the policy of restoration conudued in the 
roc1->nt annual message nnd .Freedmen's Bureau veto mes­
sage of President Johnson entitle him to the coufideuce and 
suvport of all who respect the Constitution and love their 
country. . 

";. 'l'hat the nation owes to the brave men of onr armies 
and navy a debt orla..,;ting gratitude for their heroic sen·iccs 
in defence of tho Constitution and the Union; and that 
while we cherish with a tender ttffection the memories of 
the fall an, we ple,lge to their widows and orpl.Jans the na­
tion's care and protection. 

8. That we urge upon Congress the duty of equalizing 
the Uonnties of our soldiers and Milors. 

l'he following wus al•o allupted: 

2. That the_most imperative duty of.tho pre,e,.,t is to 
g.athe~ the leg-1hmato fnHts of tho war, 1~ 01·.Jer. \riat our 
Coust,tuhon may come out of thiJ rt>bell10n pm·1hed, oul" 
instilntions stren;;thcne1l, and our national life prolonge•l. 

3. 'J:hat failnro in these grave duties would ue scarce!.v 
1 11!:~:s~i~~ : 1~11!:a~h;'·;,;~\~~o~~~·t~e ~1~1~~ 1~;:tt~~~~~?i\ti~cc~o~~ 

spirators, untl wonl<I uo nu msult to every suhlier who touk 
up a1;~1s to .•"ve tho conntr,v. . . . . 

4. lhnt hllccl with ndnuration at the patriotic ,lev~hon
antl tearless conra~e with wluc:h Andrew .Johnson rc~1stt 11 
and denounced the c•fforts of the rcuels to overthrow tho 
National Government, 1',·nnsylvani:i rejoiced to express her 
c!1ti_recot~fi 1.1c11cc•in hi::i ('haractpr and.1~rirciplcs. aml appro~
c1:tt10n nt lns noble com1uct, Uy I.Jt>Rtowrng ht•ri-.uffrage upon 
him for tho seco11d po:-.ition in honor aud tli;;nity in the 
criuntry. His bull! an,l out:;poken U1.munciatinn of the ct·iiue 
of trl'n~c,n, his firm dctnamls for the pnr1h:hment of the 
gnilty off,•nders, ancl hi~ cxpre~sions of thorough t:iympathy 
with the frltm1ls of tho Union, secured for him the warmest 
ntta.chmc>nt of her people•, who, rPmemlH.!ring his great E-el'• 
Vfr('S aud s 1crifices, while traitors and th('ir Eiy111pathi1.t•ri 
alike tlP11011ncc,l lJi• patriotic action, appeal to him to stand 
firmly Ly the SHl~. :u11l to repo:;e upon the support, of the 
l11yal masse.-t, whose votes formed the foundation of his pro,. 

after, such copies of newspape;·s published in Imotion, antl ,vho pl~dgo to him thl'ir nmnyeniug i-upport in 
all mo,:snres uy wlnr:h treason HlrnB I,e st1:;111at1z,·,(, loyal.ty 
reco:;1J1zc•d, and the treeclom, stalJ1!1ty, aml u01t" ol the f'O.· 
tion,tl t:nion restored. 

5. That the. work of rcstoriP!r tho late insurroctiona.ry 
States to their proper rclat,o.,s to the Umon nocossanl.v 
devolves upon the law-makrng power, and tl.tat until tmch 
action shall I,e taken n~ State Iat,•'r in iu,urrectiou is ,-nti· 
tie,! to_ rcprc;,•ntation m _c,rhcr.uraoch of Cong;ress; that. 
~ prehmmary _to sud, act, ..n, •.t 1s the nght. of Cong-rcss to 
rnvestq;atu fl>l' 1t:,elf the cow.htwn of the h.•g1slaho11 of those 
Sta!Ps, to inquire rnspecting their loyalty, ancl to p1·escril,e 
the t~rm~ of restoration, and that to dl'ny this necPssary 
const,tutwnal power. ,. t•, d"ny and 1mpcnl one of the 
deare:it rights bclongrng to our r,·prl:"sentat1ve form of gov­
ernmer.t, and that wo cordially approve of the action ot'the 
Union rcprusentatives in Congress from Pt•UD1'.)'lvaui~~ on 
thi• sul<ject.

6. 'l'h;tt no man who has voluntarily engaged in the late 
reb,•llion, or has heh.I oJlice under the rel>el org·111iz..1.tion, 
shoul,1 I,e nllowe,1 to sit in the Con:;ress of the Union, Rll<I 
that the law kuown us the test oath should not be F<.'pcaled, 
Lut shonl<l be ~nfurcecl against all claimauts for seats iu 
Congress. 

7. That the national faith is s~rC'<lly p~ddged ti) the pay.. 
ment of the national deJJt incurred in tlle war to s,tvo the 
country an1l to suppre:ss rebellion, arid that the people will 
Il(•t snffer this faith to l,u violatetl or impairell; Lut all clelJts 
incurred to Empport the rel.Je1lion were uulawfnl, voi1l. nud 
of no oblig:\tion, nnU shall never be assumed by the Uuited 
States, nnr shall any State be pern1itted to pay uny evi.. 
dences of RO vile arnrwicked engagement..:. 

rc~~i1!
1
;t~tn~no/1~\! c1~1!~v~;o~!l>~~d1:;~~;r~~\~ ~!r~~·~i:~r~i 

the fiehl of 1.Jattlr, we turn to the example of unfaltC'ring 
and uncompromising loyalty of Lieutl•naut General Grant 
with a confidence not less signific:rnt anti un:,hak~n, Uecauoe 
at no perio<l of our gre,1t struggle ltas his prt.!uli nu.me been 
associa.tPCl with a <lonlJtful patriotism, or u:;eU for sinister 
purpos,•s by the enemies of our t~ommon country. 

17, 'l'hn.t the Hon. Etlgar Cowan, .Senn.tor from Pc11n~yl­
vauia, Uy bis course in the Senate of tl.10 Uuite<l States, has 
clisa}ll1ointed the hopes and f<1rfcited the confidence of tllose 
to whom he owes Lis place, and that he is berel.Jy most 
earnestly r<."quested to resign. 

The following resolution was offered as a substitute for 
the fourth resolution, I.mt after soQle discussion was with· 
drawn: 

That, relying on the well-tded loyalty and, llevotion of 
Amlre\V Johnson to the cause of the Union iu th~ dark 
days of treason and rebellion, awl remem~cring his patriotio 
conduct, Sffvices, and suffering~, which in times past en­
deared. his namu to tho Union party; and now reposing 
full c,mfidence in his ability, integrity, anU patri··~ism, we 
express th8 hope nud confitleuce that the policy of his Ad· 
ministration will l.>o s.> shaped nnd c,mducte<l as to Si11te the 
nation trom the perils whicll still surround it. 

The fourth resolution W!\s then adopted-yea.s 10(), 
nays 21, • 
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General Grant's Order for the Protection of Cit· 
izens, 

IlEADQU.'i.RTERS OF THE An:uv, 
ADJUT.\'.\'T OE="'ER.\L'S OFFICE, 

WASUINOTON, July 6, 1866. 
[General Orders, No. 44.) 

Department, district. and post commanders in the Stntes 
lately in rebellion are hereby <lirecte,l to nrrest all ptirrlons 
ft'hO have been or mny hereafter he charged with the com· 
mission of crimes and offences Hgai11tit ollicer.;, ag:entR, citi­
ZC'Hs, and inhabitants of the Unlted States, irrcspPctive of 
color. in cases where the civil nuthoritics have faile1l, neg­
leclcd, or are unable to arr<'$1t nnd hri116 such parties to 
trial, and to detain them in militar.v coufinemeut until snth 
time as a proper ju<licial tril.iuual may Le rea.dy autl wilJiug 
to try them. 

A strict A.nd prompt enforcement oftllis order is required. 
By command of Lieutenant General Grant: 

E. D. TOWNSE:,iD, 
.Assisu.:nt .A<ljutant General. 

Unconditional Union Convention of Maryland, 
June 6, 1866. 

ResnTi·ed, That the registered loyal voters of Maryland 
will listen to no prc>po:-::itions to r('peal or modify the regis­
try law, which wa.s enacted in conformity with tho pro,·is­
ions of tho constitution, and must remain in full force until 
euch time as the regb,tert>d voters of the State shall decree 
that tho organic luw shall be changed. 

2. That tho loyal people of the St~'l.te nre "the legitimate 
guard!aus and depositaries of its power/' anrl tlrnt the dis­
loyal" have no just ri~ht to complain of tho hardships of a 
law which they have themselvt~S deliberately provoked." 

3. 'l'hat it is the opinion of this convention, that if dis­
loyal pen.ons should be registered, it will be the dut.v of 
judges of election to ndminister the oath prescribed by the 
cnnstitutiun to nil whose, loyalty may be cballengPU, uwt, in 
the langna~e of the constit11tion, to •· carefuUy exclude/ram 
voting" all tlmt, are diRqualifietl. 

4•. 'l'hnt we cordially endorse the reconstruction policy of 
Congress, which exclndes the leaden~ of the rebellion from 
all offices of profit or trust under the National Government, 
and places the basis ofreprtisPntation on tliA only ju~t and 
hon<.'\st vrinciple, and that a white man in Virginia or South 
Carolina. ~hould have just as much representative power, 
and no more, than o. white man in P<'nnsylvania or Ohio·. 

0. Thnt the question of m•gro suffrage is not an issue in 
the State of Mur~·Innd, but is raised by the enemi('S of the 
Union p:1rty for the purpose of divitling nnd distracting it, 
and l>v this means to ultimately enahle rebels to vote. 

6. 1.;hat we a.re p]edg-ed to the maintenance of the pres­
ent constitution of Ma.ryhind, which expressly and em­
phatically prohibit.a both rehe.l Rnffrage and negro suffrage, 
and we arii eqmilly d(•termined to uphold the re~istry law, 
which disfranchises rebels and exclud<'s neirroes from voting, 
and have uo di•sire or intention of rescinding or abolishing 
either the constitution or the registry law. 

7. That we warn the Un ton men of Maryland" that no 
Union man, high or low, shottld court the favor of traitors, 
as they can never win it-from the first they have held him 
as their enemr, and to the last they will be his; and that 
they shoul<l eschew petty rivalries, frivolous jealousies, 
and sHJf • .:,pekiHg cabal~; ~o shall they .save the111selves fall­
ing one by one, an unpitied sacrifice, in a cpntemptible 
~rugglo." 
· The vote upon the adoption of each resolution was unani­
mous, with the exception of the sixth resolution, upon 
which a di\·ision W..l.8 calle<l, and the result showed 04 yeas 
to U nays: 

The resolutions were then rend as a whole, and adopted 
unanimously as the utterance o( the Convention. 

Convention of Southern Unionists. 
T-0 THE LOYAL UNIONISTS OF THE SOUTH: • 

The great issue is upon us I The majority in Congress, 
and its supporters, firmly dPclare that "the rights of the 
citizen enumerated in the Constitution, and established by 
the supreme la.w, must be maintained inviolate." 

Relwla and rebel sympathizers assert that "the rights of 

the citizen must be left to the States alone, and nnder such 
regul1ttions as the respective States choose voluntarily to 
1m·scri be." • 

\\" e have snE"n this doctrine of State sovereignty carried 
out in its practical re1mlts until all authority in Cong-resa 
was denied, tho Union temporarily destroyed, the cons-titu• 
tional rights of the citizen of the South nearly annihilated, 
and the land desolated by civil war. 

'l'be time has come when the restructure of Southern 
Stat~ gonffnnrnnt must be ]aid on constitutional principles, 
or the de::ipotism, grown up under an attocious lenclerBhip, 
be Jiermitted to remain. \Ve know of no other plan than 
tlmt Congres8. under its constitutional powers, shnll now 
exercise its authority to e:-1ta.blish the principle whereby 
protection is made coexte-nsive with citizenship. 

,ve maintain thnt no State, either by its organic law or 
legislation ran make transgre8i-.ion on the rights of the 
ciiizen legitimate. \Ve demand and ask yon to concur in 
demand in~ protection to every citizen of the great Republic 
on the Ln.'iis of equality IJefore the law; and further, that 
no State government should be recognized as legitimate 
under the Constitution in so far ns it rloP.s not hy its organic 
law make impartial protection full and complete. 

'ender the doctrine of" StRte sovereignty." with rebels in 
the foreground, controlling Southern legislatures, and em­
bittered by d1~nppointment in their schemes to destroy t.he 
Uui~n, there will be no safety for thfl loyal elemP,nt of the 
South. Onr reliance for protection i:i nm,· on Con.6;reBJ'J1 and 
the great Union party that has stood and is standing by our 
nationality, hy the constitutional rights of the citizen, ant.J 
by the beneficent principles of the go\'ernment. 

For the purpose of bringing the loyal Unionists of the 
South into conjunctive action with the true friend:; of re­
publican g'overnment in the North. we invite you to send 
delt•gates in goodly nnmhers from all the ~outhern States, 
including )Jissonri, l{P.ntucky, ,,-est ''irginin, \laryland, 
and DclawBre, to nwet nt lnd(•pendence llnll, in the city of• 
Philaclelphin., on the fir~t ~Ion<lay of Rl'ptc·m.Uer next. It 
is proposed that we should ntPet ut that time to recommend 
mea."-ure~ for the establishment of snch govnument in the 
South as accords with and protf'cts the ri.c:hts of all citizens. 
lVe trustihis call will be responded to hy num<ff011A dele• 
gations of snch as rt!present the trno loyalty of the 8011th. 
.r1'hat kind of government which gived foll prote~tion to all 
rights of the citizen, t,uch RS our fathers intenrlcd. we clldm 
as our Uirthright. .Either the lovt>r:J of constitutional lih­
erty must rule the nation or rebe>IA amt th<'ir eympatbiiers 
be permittl:'d to mi:,rule it. Shall lnyaltyordisloyalt.v have 
the keeping of the dC'Atinies of the nation? LP,t the re­
sponses to this call wlJich is uow in circulation forsignatnrf-\S, 
and is being numerously signed, answer. Notice iii given 
that gentlemen at a distancP can have their names attacheci 
to it by sen<lini:z- a request hy letter directed to D. W • .lling· 
ham, Esq., of '\Yashingtun, D. 0. 

Tennessee ................,v. n. STOKES, 

Jos. s. FvWLE&, 
J AlfES GETTY8. 

Texas .....................A. ,J. JIA11-r11,T1):V, 

GEO. ,v. PASCHAL, 
LORENZO 8DERWOOD, 
c. n. SABIN. 

Gwrgia.................. G. W. AsHnuR", 
IIE"U U. CoLE, 

Missouri .................J. ,v. !\IcCLt·no, 
JOHN' R. KELSO, 
J. F. BEN'JA)U:V, 
G,o. W. ANosrrsoN. 

V,rginia................ .JoHN B. Taorn, 

.J. l\f. STEWART, 
WM. N. Ilt:RKLtW, 
ALLEX C. I I ATI!ito:i", 
LEW-IM McKE:"iZIE, 

- J. \V. [IUNNICl;TT, 
JoH:"f C. UNnrmwonb, 
BURN"HAM \V Ar.D""°EI.... 
ALEX. M. DAVIS. 

Nrmh CaroUna ........ llYRJN Luu", 

DANU:L R. Goontct:.. 

Alabama ................. GEOJtGE RE~:sE, 
D. II. UIXGHB(, 
M. R. SAFFOLD, 
J. H. LillCO>IBE, 

WASHINGTON, July 4, 1866, 
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l~G POLITICAL l\IA~UAL, 

Votes in tlie U. S. House of Representatives on the Various Tariffs. 

Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of Tariff of 1;'i't~f 
1816. 1824. 1828. 18~2. 1S42. 1846. 1857. 1861. 1804. ,*

:1~ 1866STATES. ,-~--------------~------~-~--~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~1~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ z ~ z ~ z ~ i ~ i ~ i ~ i ~ z ~ i 

-,,-E-W_E_X_GL_A_N_D_ST_A_T_>:_S_,-,-- I 
M,tinc........................... 
...... ...... 1 6 0 71 6 1 3 3 7 1 6 0 5 0 3 0 3 o 

New 1In1upshire............ 
 1 3 1 5 4 2 5 0 0 4 4 0 1 l 3 0 2 I 3 O 

Vcrmont ....................... 
 4 1 5 0 4 l I O 3 5 0 0 3 0 3 3 0 3 0 3 O 
Massachusetts............... 
 7 4 1 11 2 11 4 8 10 1 O 9 9 0 9 O 8 0 10 o 

Connecticnt .................. 
 2 2 5 1 4 2 2 3 6 0 0 4 4 0 4 0 1 0 2 O 

1,ho<lo Island................. 
 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 O 1 1 1 2 O 1 0 2 O 

MIDDLE STATES, 16 10 15 I 23 15121 111 111 I 26 8 11 18 21 5 26 0 18 1 23 0 

New York ..................... 
 20 2 26 S 27 6 27 2 23 0 14 16 16 12 18 2 14 2 16 4 

New ,Tem•y................... 5 0 6 0 5 0 3 3 6 0 O 5 2 1 4 O l 1 1 3 

Pennsylvani" ................ 
 17 3 24 1 2:J O 14 12 10 0 2 23 3 15 22 O 15 0 19 1 

Delaware...................... ...... ...... 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 l' 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 

!far, l,md...................... 2 5 3 6 1 5 8 0 4 3 1 2 4 I 2 2 1 0 1 4 


-±:.. -2~ ~l.2_ii_ 
1 

£.. .E__I 02 IE...l~!E.. E.._ £_ ...:'!_ ~- £_ ~~~ ~37 
SOCTUERN STATES. --------------------------- ­

nri;ini;i ....... :"" ............ 7 13 1 21 3 15 11 8 8 17 14 1 13 0 .................................... 

{\ c8t , 1rg11na................ ...... ...... •.•..• ...... ...... .•.... .•.... ...... ...... •...•. .••••• ...... ...... ...... .••... •.••.. .•••.• ...... 3 0 

'l;orth Carolinn.............. 0 ll O. 13 0 13 8 4 0 11 5 3 6 0 0 4 ........................ 

,outh Carolina............... 4 3 0 n O 8 30 6 0 6 7 0 4 0 0 4 ........................ 

.leorp;ia ........................ 3 3 0 7 0 7 1 6 0 8 5 2 4 0 0. 6 ........................ 


X\':.'~~~;~·.:::.::::::·.:'.:::::::::r:::: :::::: ...ii ....it ...ii. ...t ...it ...i.., ..it ...:i.. J g J g g i :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::. 
Mt<S1'Stpp1 ......................... ,...... 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 I 2 4 0 4 0 0 3 ......1.................. 

Lomsianii ..................... 1 0 1 0 3 0 3 1 2 2 1 3 1 4 0 0 2 ...... 1...~............. 

fcxaa ................................................................................. ,...... 2 0 l _ 0 0 1 ........................ 


u ;n 1 I 57 s 5o I 27 21 I 5 I 4914s 7 44 o I o 37 ...... J......1 3 o 
WESTER~ STATES, - - - -- - -- - ­ ----1--------1-- ­

tontncky..................... 6 1 11 0 12 0 9 3 4 8 8 7 6 2 4 4 0 4 1 7 

Tenne•sec...................... 3 2 2 7 0 0 9 0 1 13 6 6 7 0 1 3 ...................... .. 

01110 ............... ............. 5 0 H O 13 0 13 0 9 6 12 8 5 14 13 6 4 10 15 3 

Jntlian,. .............................. ...... 2 0 3 0 3 0 3 3 6 2 3 8 2 4 2 4 0 7


1Illinois ............................... ...... 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 2 4 0 4 4 4 2 3 4 0 12 

Missouri........................ ...... ...... 1 1 0 0 1 l O 1 1 4 0 0 3 0 4 6 0 2 4 


~ll;iE}??:; i 1 : :: •••••• 11: tt;I I!l I rr
1 

..1..1 
Kansas ......................... ·~-~-r·~" ·~~·f ·;.. i'~~.. ·~·:·T~~.. ·--;·;·~~.. ·~~.. -~~.. ·~;r~~.. ·~;.. ·~;· ·~;· 2: 2: ,2~ 4: 


PACIFIC STATES, - - ­-i=-1-'-------f- --1- ---------- ­
.~~t;t~:::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::':::::: ::::\::d:::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::!:::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::i::~:: :/:: :::~:: :/: :::\:::~:: ~ g 

Ora°" ,oc,, __ /';' ";;· ;;;'/;;;~1~1~~1~ ;';'; ~7.· ~1.;; -;'; l~r;;-~~;r;;-~ 
Statement of the Public Debt of the United States on the Ist of June, 1866. 

Debt Uearing Coin Interest .............................................................................. $1,195,825,191 so 

Dol,t Ue:iring Cur!'ency Interest........................................................................ . 1,147 ,22:.!,2:2~ 28 

~Iatnrcd l)elit not presented for payment.......................................................... . 4,900,4:29 64 

DeiJt hearing no Intercst.-U. S. Notes .............................................................. $402,128,818 00 


J1'raction:1l Currency................................................ . 27 ,334,D65 04 

Gold Certificates of Deposit..................................... .. 22,568,320 00 


452,031,603 04 

Total Debt.................................................................................................................... · 2,799,979,450 76 
Amount in TrPasnry, Coin ................................................................................ 50,679,957 72 

'' ~, Currency......................................................_. ................. . 79,011,125 52 
1~9,691,083 24 

Amount of Debt, less Cash in 1\·easury.............................................................................. $2,670,~88,367 ,2 

------· ­

*July 12--In SEN..\TE, postponed till Decetnh<'r n<'xt-y<•ns ~3. unys 17, ltS follow: 
YEAS-)leEISrs. Urown, J)a1,is, Doolittle, Foster, Grimes, Guthrie, Ua.r:-is, llender.;:on, H(',?'lrlricks, Johnson, Kirkwood, 

Lane, Morgan, 1i.-csmilh, Norton, P11mero_v, Riddle, Su.uls bur)!, Sumner, 'f1umlmll, \\'illey, \\'illiams, \Yilson-23. 
NAY~-)lessrs. Anthony, C.:hamller,Clark, Conne:-;s, Cow,m,Crugin, Ellmunds, }'essemlcu, Howard. Howe, Polaud, Ram• 

1ey, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, Ynn \Yiukle, \Vatle-17. 
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Au.Bon, reconstruction facts, 12, 21-3-l; clrtimnnts in Con· Et,ECTIONS OF 1866, returns of, 120. 
grcss, lOi, 108; resolutions of legislature, 22; laws on ELECTIVE 1''R..\:SCHISE in the StatC'~, resolution <onccrning1 

fr('edmcn, 3:J, 8--t. 110; in Territo1·ies, to lie no discrimination on aCrQUnt 
A:iIENJ1:"mNT oF Cn:SSTITUTION\ President .lohuson's nwssage, of color, 116; President Johnson'a allusion to, 10, :W, 

ancl :-:ern•tnry ~(·Wnn]"s report upon, 83, S·l; votes nd1}pt- 21, 4G, fl'.2-55; President Lincoln, nnte, :.!!. 
ing, 102; prt>liminnry votes flll(l proposition~, 103-1116. FENI\XS, Pre!;iclcnt ,John~on's procl:unn.tion rPspectin~. 1i, 

AMN'r.STY, Prl'sid0nt. ,lohnsou's procla111atiou of, 0; .?.Jr. ~·ew• ]!{; Attorrn·y General ~peud·s ordl'r for arre:st of, note, 
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ing, 17. FooT, SoL03lOS, Senator, death of, 107. 

ARKANS.\S, Pre:,;;i<lPnt ,Johnson's t(·le~iun to Gov. )luq·hy, FoR~EY. Jon:s' \V., Secretary of the Senate, 107; allusion of 
28; claimants in Co11p;ress, l'Ji, 108. l'residt.•nt J<Jhnson to, til. 

ARREST oF l>.\YI,'3, CLAY, &c., crclt'r f,1r, 7; release of Clay! FnEr.r:irnN, orders respecting. 12. 13; laws concerning-, 29-4---t 
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unseated, note, 108. " new.,papers, 1:!2, 1:!3. 1~. 
BROWNLOW, WILLIAM U., President Johnson's telegram to, ll.\DE.\8 t..:01:PUB. aunulling sn:,pcnsion of, in certain States, 

27. 15; resolution on, 11:.!; J,ill respecting, 116. 
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CA~BY, E. R. 8., t.•iegram forLitlJing meeting of rebel leg:is- IIAHLA.~, ,J.nii:s. £ecrC"tary of the Interior, lOi. 
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COLORADO. bill for ndmi~si"n {lf~ veto and votes. Sl-83. sou's mes~age~, co11ccrni11g, 6!-67: Lieutenant Geut"rat 
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tionary :-:.tates, HS. :.:O, :ll-:H. · 72; reports :uul prop11sitions: 10:2-106; claimants from, 

COLORED SoLDIEHS, PrC'sideut Johnson's nddrcsSC'S to, 49-.5:.!. I for seat$ in t:un~;res:J, au,I uwmorauda respecting, lUj, 
CvLoR.tm SUFFIIAGE1 PrcRidPnt Johnson's teleg-ram to Pro\'. 108. · 

Guv. Shark('y ou, Hlt :lO; PrPsitlcnt Li11culn·H kttn to .TonN:-ox, A:sDiti::w, Cabinet of, lOi: inauguration of, 4-t 
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ticut and vote, 1~0. L. Stearm1, -!S, -H); to colored i,oldiers, October 10, 1SG.J, 

CoMMERCI.\L !XTERC·>URSE, President Johnson's orJ.ers re- 49-51; with ~enator Dixon, 51-52; with colored deh·ga­
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tion of 1SGO, 1~0. n·to of J.\·e1•d11H·u'H 1;urc:111 bill. 68-i:.!; veto of ciYil 

CoNSTITUTIO:"'i OF •rnE UNITim 8T.,TF.8, copy of, 1-G; Mr. Sow- ri~htis bill, 74---78; \"eto of Colorado Lill, 81, 82; on pro-
ard's certificatt, of ratifirn..tiou of auti-slaYery nnientl- J)ol'etl constitutiqnal amtndnwnt, 83.• 
mcut, 6; President Johnson's mes:mge on proposed Jonxso~. A~Dn1:,v, Onor:ns AXD Pn.,,CL.\.::'L\TIOXS OF, 7-lS; 
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Dcmocr:,t~ 1~3; Union No..tioual, 117; i\Iarylam.l Uuiou, Pierpoint's a,l111iuistratio11 in ,·irg:inia, 8; re~p1•cti11g 
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COOPER., 	EDMUN"n, tcleg-rnm respecting p01ce proc'anrntion, of nnmesty, U, 10; u.pp.,i11tiug pro'"i,..ional go\"eruo• :- in 
17; claimant of scat in Co11grcss, 108. North aroliu:1. 1'liss;:-sip1ii. 0(•wgia., Tt•xa~, Alaliarn~i,I 

DAVIS, JF.l<'l'tm:::ioN, Presidl~nt .John..,ou's or<ler for arrest of, 7; South Carolina. Fl •rid.a. l l, 1:2; rc1'[.·f.'Cti11t.; fret.'1lt.u•11 1l:.!. 
resolution for trial of, 113. 13; for r,...tun1 of property to p-1nlom..-tl pernomz, l-i; l"l'­

DEFREES. JoSEPll II., resolution on elective franchise, 110. sperting the ~tatl• of Tc111H.·s~e1•, 13, 14; .Pm•~rort~ fiir pa-
DEMOCRATIC NATIOXAL l'LA.TFORM of 18W, 118; AtlUrcdS of roh!d 1.11·i~om•rs, 1-l; paroling Ct·rtai11 ~tate prbo11er~. 14; 

Dcmocrat:c Coug:ressmen, lH>, 1:W; platform of 1,e1111a., with1lrnwi11'.!111:utial law from Kt'ntucky, li">; an1111lli11~ 
123. - the snfipt-nsion of {ht, l,al,eas M17rus, 1;): 111m111111t"i11g 

DENNISON, WILLIAM, Postmaster Geni:>ra.1, IO;. thnt tlw rel){'\li ·n has <'1tclf'<I, 15, 16: Pre,..,lflt,nt ,J11l1'"I­
Dm.ECT '!'AXE~, proposed coustirntio1rn.l umendment on, 10-!. i-o••'d i11terp1·etation thcn•of, 111'.\'t\ 17 j i11 l'Plation tr, 
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frnge in, 52; bill on sutfm:.;t1, l l l-116. tai)· 1·nm·tg a111l com111 ·ss-ion-,, 17; for1Jiddi11;- the i,1 ,·,t-
DoDGE, WILLIAM E .• (11Htlitied us rC'rn·s~:,tative, note, 108. siou of Can::dn, liy the I,'euimu~. li, lR. 
DOUGLAHB, FREDEIUCK, intervit.-w with Preoidcut ~lohnson, ·JoHl\1::-0::,;, A:\DI~EW, 'l'r~u:onA:'tI:'i OY, to Provisioual GuY1·rn,1r 

· &2-56. 	 lloltl"'11 ou rrpudiatiu~ rebel rl..lJt f,f Xurth Car0lin:t,l 
EDMUXDS, GEORGE F., qualified as Senator, note, 107. 19; to Prov1siunc1I Goven10r ~harkny, on colored 1mf... 
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frnge in l\lississippi, 19, 20; to ProvisJonal Governor 
Johm1.l'n na repmliating rebel debt of Geori:ria, :.W, 21; 
to Pr<wisional Govcrrior Perry of South Carolina un 
ratif,yi11g Rnti-slavery nmendmcnt, 22, on annulling 
~inance of scce5sion, 2:J. on Represeutatives electctl 
to Congrc:--s presenting tlwir credeutiuls, 2-1; to Pro­
visioual Uovernor "larvin of Florida, 25; to Go\'crnor 
Brownlow of 'fcnnPssce on fmstaining and t"nf,,rcjng thfl 
election la.,v~ of ~1a.t State, :27; to Governor l\lnqihy of 
Arkansa.'I, 28. ., 

loIINso:x, ANDR~:w, tbnnks of Iloul'le to, 113; sundry resolu­
tions respecting. 111, 112. 

JOHNSON, JAME~, appointed provisional goYernor of Geor­
gia, l:l, te!egrams from and to, 20 1 21. 

JoII:iiSTO~, JusEPII E., agreement with General ~herman, 
121,1n 

JOINT Rf:CoNSTRUCTION !:':O!\fMITTEE, mnjority and minority 
reports of, 8-1-101; various propositions of, aud votes 
upon, 10~106. 

KELLEY, \\·1111.rn D., bill to regulate sutl'rnge in District of 
Columuia. 114. 

KENTUCKY, withdrawal of martial law. 15. 
l{IRKWUOD. SAMUf.L J .• qnalifird ll'l Seuator, 11.o!e, 107. 
LEE, R. E, Rurremler to General Grunt, 120, 121. 
LINCOLN", ADUA II ,M, orders for trial Rnd pnuii,;lunent of assns­

sins of, 7; letter of, to Governor llahn on colored snf. 
fruge, 1rnte, 20; telegram to General Weitzel forUiddiug 
the 111ectiug of the rclJcl legislature of Virginia, 26. 

LIST OF CoNGRESS'.\rnN AND CLAIMANT~, lOi, lOS. 

LoNGYE.\R, JonN ,v., resolutions on pul>lic atfiirs, 111-113. \ 

Lou:xsu~A, J.M. ,r('llS elected Governor, :28; JanH•s rr. Mon­

roe mayor of New Odcans, ancl pardon of, 28, :.!9; legis­
lation on freedmen, 43, 44; claimants in Congress, 107, 
108. 

JURVIN, WM., appointed provisional governor of Florida, 
12; c!aimant of seat in Senate, 107. 

MARYLAND, Uncon<litioual Union plu.tform, 12-i. 
?ticCULLocn, lluoa, Secr~tary of 'l'reasury, 107. 
McPHr:nso:'.'l, EDWARD, Cle1·k of House, 10~; telegrams of 

Provisional Qon•rnor Perry, as to nction of, :l!. 
:ltESSAGES OF PR~8IDEXT Jon~so~, annual, 6-!-06; on con­

dition of insurrPctionarv States, 66; vetoes of Frce<lrneH's 
Burean, Civil High ts, anU Colura<lo Lills, 6-1-82; ou pro­
posed cm,stitutional umendmrllt. 82. 

MruTARY CounTs, effect of pence proclamtttion upon, note, 
17; order in rela.tion to tria.lR Uy, 17. · 

M1ssISSIPPI, rohcl leµ;islatnro forhid<len to asstm11le, 19; 
reconstrnction steps in, 19, 20; Presi<lcnt Jolrnso11's 
telegram to Provisional Governor Sharkry on col. 
ored suffrage. lU, 20; convention of colored people of, 
20; lnws on freedmen, 29-S2; claimants in Congress, 
107, 108. 

MORRILL, LoT ~I.~ amendments to District of Colnmbia suf­
frage bill. 115. 

NEDRA~KA. election of 1866, 120. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, election of 18C6, 120. 
NEW JERSEY, Senator frnm, unseated, note, 107. 
NORTH QAWJL!N"A, provisional governor appointed, 11; steps 

taken in rt•con:-truction, 18, 19; clainiants for seats in 
Senate nm] House, 107,108; convention of colured peo­
ple of, 18; law.~ concerning freedmen. :29. 

OFFICE, Pr~i<ltmt Johuson's or<ler respect..iug appointments 
to, 17. 

ORDERS, !ihLITARY, of General Sickles, setting aside Freod­
men's cotlc for South Carolina., 36-38; of(]l)ucral Terry 
in Virg;iuia, 41--tl; President Johnsondeclinod toiuter­
fere, 42: of General Grant to protect loyal persons and 
suppress clis:oyal uewspapers, 122, 123, 124:. 

0REGO:'.'l, elc·ction of 1SGG, l:.!0. ( 
PARDO~ED REnELS, ortler for return of property to, 13. 
P.-'i.ROLED Pm:;oxER8, passports ordered for, 14, 15. 
PARSONS, LEWlS E., appointed provisional governor of Ala­

bama, 1:.!; cla.inrnut of seat n..'i Senator, 107. 
PENNSYLVA~IA, res0lutions of Union and Democratic conven. 

tions, 11.3. 
PEKRY, BE:'.lf"JAMIN F., appointed provi::;iona.l governor of 

South Ca.rolinn., 12; telegrams on sundry topics, 22, 23, 
24; claimant of seat as Senator, lOi. 

PHILIJPs, ,vE~flElL, allusion of President .Johnson to, 61. 
PLATFORMS OF 186!, Union and Democratio, lli, 118. 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNORS appointed, 11, 12. 
PUBLIC DEBT, re~olution rei,pecting inviolability of, 109; pro­

posed constitutional amendment respecting, 102, 103; 
amount ot: 1:26. 

PUBLIC LAN"DS, legislation on, 116. 
RA.~DALL, 8.\.MUEL J., re!,o]ntion on public debt, 109. 
REBEL CRUISERS, proclamation concernini;t, 9. 
REBELLION SUPPRESSED, proclamation announcing tl1e, 15, 16. 
REBELS PARDONED, order for return of property to, 13. 
}.{.EBEL DEDr. propoRition to repudiate, 10:l, 106; resolution 

concerning, 109; action of lP.gislatnres of insurrection­
arystates on r~bel State debt., 19, 21, 23, 2!,28. 

RECONSTRCCTION COMJ\IITTEE, majority and minority reports 
of, 8~101; votes upon propositions of, 1,02-106, 

REPRESENTATION, proposed constitutional amen.ent on 
102-105; Qensus t.1bles on, 125. - ' 

REPRESE~TATION OF J~:;URltEC.:TIO!'f:\RY STATES, Pre:;ideut John• 
son's allusions to, 57-66, 71, 72. 82; c()ncnrre11t re-:oJu­
tion upon, n<ite., 72; majority n.nd minority rpports uprm, 
8!-101; IJills and pruposidous !'elating to, lV:.!-106 j 
resolution concerning-, 109. 

REPRESENTA.'f!VLS I:\' 'l'mRTY~~INTll Co~GRESS AND CLAIMANTS, 
108, 109. 

RESOLUTIONS OY POLITICAL SUBJECTS, lon-111. 
RHODE lsLA~D. election of 1860, 120. 
ScuExcK, RonERT C., propositions on rPpresentntion, 101, 

105; on .Fenian resolution, 11-1; on suffrage in Di8trict 
of Coluniliia, 115. 

SENATORS IY 'l'IImTY-NINTII CONGRESS, AND CL.ADIA~T~, 1()7, 
108. 

$EWARD, WILLIAM II., 8Pcr~ary of Stnte, lOi; certificnteof 
ratification of anti·slavery nmcrnlment, G; telc>grams 
to provisional governors, 21, ~a, 2-1-, 25; r('port on 
t~a.n,s.mi.sision of proposed constitutional .unentlment, 
8v, s~. 

SnARKEY, WILLIAM L., prot-isionn.1 governor of l\Iisr;issippt, 
li; action as, 19, 20~ Pre~ident Jolin~on's t(•ll·~r,~m on 
colorPd suffmge, 10, 20; claimnnt as ~enator, 10;. 

SHERMAN, WILI.I\M ·r.. agreemeut with Geuerc\l Joseph F.. 
Johnston,.1:.!1, 122. 

SICKLES, D.-4.NIEL E., ortler of, setting asi<le South Carolina's 
code, 3f3..-38. . 

Sourn CAROLt::-u, provisional governor nppointP.d, 12; re­
construction, steps in, 22-2.J:; General Uillm,ire·s order 
annulling Uover1wr )Ia~rath"s call for lel!,"!sl.ttnre. '22; 
J>resi<len t Juhn.;on 'sand Secretary St•wanr.'i telegrams, 
2J, 23, :2-1; failure to rep•Uiate rehel debt, note, 2-1; 
form of ratifying anti-slavery amendment, :23; laws 
on free<lmeu, a.11tl order of Cencral ~ick}Ps relating 
tht.·reto, 3-1-37; claimants in Congress, 107,108. 

SPEED, J.urns, Attorney General, 107; order for arre::it of 
Fcnians, note, 18. 

STANTO:'i, Eow1~ )J., SecretRryofWar, 107. 
STEAJ:Ns, GLORGE L., President Johnson's interview with, 

48, 43. 
STtPIIB:'iS, ALEXANDER II., paro1e of, 1-1:; claimant in Con· 

gress, 107. 
STEVE.x.~, 'l'HADDEUS, allusion of President .Johnson to, 61; 

resolution on repres,~ntation, notg, 7-J; propositions 
from Reconstructhm Comi11ittee, 10"3-105; r1·solt1tion 
on test oath for l;twyers, 111; motion not to recognize 
the l\o•·th Carolma. State government, 113. 

~ToCKTO:'l, .lon:-1 P., Senator, 107; m1sC':1ted, nqfe, 107. 
SUFFRAGr. in Di:~.trict of Columbia, 11-1-111); in t<•rritories, 

116,117; vote in Connecticut, 120; President Lincoln 
upon, note, 20; Pre8itlent Jolam;on, 10, 20, 2-l, 49. 52-55. 

SU:\lNER. CHARLES, allusion of President Jolrnslln to. O:!.• 
TA.DER, STEPHE~, amrndment to homestead act, 1113 
'l'ABULAR t::TAT.t-:MF.~TS, on representation, tariff, dE.>bt, 125, 

126. 
TARIFF, votes on all, since 1816, 126. 
TEN~E:3SEE, Presiclent Johnson~s proclamation respecting 

snpprcsRion of insurrection in, 13; franchi::1e acts in, 27, 
2":S, nncl Presi1Jent Johmmn's telegram concerning, 27; 
legi~lation on Jree<lnwn, 42, 43; joint rtsolution con­
cer11i11g1 105. 

rfERRI'l'OlUE.i, elective franchise in, 116. 
TE1tr.y, Gt'neral, or<lcr setting a.side vngrant act of Virginia, 

41, 42; sustained by Presi«Jent Johnson, 4J. 
TEST O.\TII, nction of Nnrth Carolina rt>q1rnsting repeal of, 

19; of Mississippi, 20: vote in 1Iot1.se on, 110,111. 
TEXAS, provisional governor appoiute<l, 12; action of con• 

ve11tion, 28; l<'gi~lation on freed.men, 43. 
THORNTOX, ANTHO:•Y, resolution on elective franchise, 110. 
TREASO:'i, PU:liISHMt:NT OP, resolution respecting-, 109. · 
1'RENaoLM, GEORG!~ A., parole of, 1-l. 
''IRGlNIA, order to re-establish authority of Unit'ld Stah~s in, 

8, 9; c,tll for meeting of reUel legislature, :.!;j; :\Ir. Lin• 
col n's tt•!egram forhi<l<ling it, 2.J; h~:.;islation, &c.• in, 26, 
2i; freednum's code, aml Gener,tl Terry's order setting 
ash.le vagrant act, 41, 42; claima.ats iu Congress, 107, 
108. 

VOORHEES, DANIEL W., Representative in Ti.1irty-~inth Con­
~ grcss, 108; unseated, nnte, 108; resoluUon endorsing 

l'resiUent ,Johnson's policy, 11L 
WARRE~, G,lUVERNEUR 1{., General. telegram of Gen~ral 

C1u:l:ty to, prohibiting the meeting of the rcl.icl legisla­
ture of ML:,:,i3sippi1 19. 

\VASHBURX, IIEXRY D., qualified as Repre:-•H:·i1tative, note, 108. 

\VntEs, Grn&o:'f, s,~cretary ofthP, Navy, 107. 

,VEST YIRGL\'I..\., bill, ,·ot'-'S on, 116; elPCtion of 1860. 120. 

\fILLEY, \V.UTMAN 'f, ameuUrneut to District of Columbia 


uill. 115, 116. 
WILLIAMS, TROM..\ij, resolutioi;i on withdrawal of military 

force, 111. 
W1Lson, J.UtES F., proposition relativa to rehel d •bt, lO~j 

resolution on representation, 109,110; amond1nent to. 
District of Columbia bill, 11~. 
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