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- . PART III. CoNTIVI&r.JExﬁ:

FREDERIC AND HIS COURT. =
. EMBASSY OF FRANCE.
- ——

M. DE PONS SAINT MAURICE

MorE than a year and a half after the departure
of M. de Guines, he was succeeded by the Mar-

quis de Pons-Saint Maurice, who was somewhat =~

tall in stature, and approaching to leanness ; he
was equal in his temper, and habitually serious ;
thirty years of age and upwards, and descended
from an ancient family. He bore no resemblance
to his predecessor either in his external qualities
or’ in his houschold establishment, which was
noble and convenient, but no less sxmple, regu- .
Iar, and uniform. ~
His suite was not remarkable for bnlhancy,
. consxstmg of the Chevalier Gaussen, the Abbé
VoL, 1n ‘B :
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Mat, the former being secretary to the legation 4
and in addition, M. Silvestre, under secretary.
M. Mat was an ex-jesuit advanced in years,
who was possessed of an excellent memory and of
* more general information than philosophy. He is
one of the three men I have met with who appear-
" edto metobe perfectly versed in ancient and mo-
dern history.  The two others were M. Wegue-
lin, my colleague, and a M. Guenegaud, a tra-
veller known by the name of Falmont. "They
once met by accident at my house; and entered
into a sort of mutual defiance with respect to
memory and general knowledge, which lasted
nearly two hours, and was one of the most inte-
resting conversations I remember to have heard.
They entered into the minutest details respecting.
~every nation concerning which they conversed,
and no fact or anecdote was mentioned that was
not equally known to both, ‘nor Tess so_various
families and individuals. They knew, for exam-
ple, precisely how many appellations such an
‘Englishman, who lived under such a reign, had
successively borne ; at what epoch, and for what
reason, he had quitted one of these for another ; 5
in short, M. Weguelin allowed they were as per-
fectly acquainted with Switzerland as he himself,
who.was born and had  lived in that country,
-and the propertles of which he had assu;luousiy
studled : 1



FREDERIC THE GREAT. , >3

M. Mat was fond of displaying his know- ‘
ledge ; he talked much, and constantly engaged . -
in-long stories, His visits seemed to be written

before they actually took place: no sooner- did
~he enter a room, than he seized as it were upon_
the conversation, and determined abruptly the
Eubject by such questions as he chose to put; he
then decided, related his anecdotes, and took his
leave. There was in this respect no other differ-
ence between him and the Abbé Raynal, than
that the latter took more pains to ingratiate him-
self with women, and was more abrupt and pe-
remptory in his intercourse with men; that he
made his visits at the dinner hour, prolonged
~ them to the utmost patience of his host, and in-
solently apostrophised those who were inatten-
tive to what he said. In other respects, they
weré men of the same sort of pretensions: both
despots, and fond of taking the lead in conversa-
tion ;- both intolerant of temper, and enemies to
those persons whom they vainly attempted to
subjugate ; but, at the same time, both men of
extensive information, both eloquent in speech,
both addicted to the weakness of talking of the
great as of the number of their intimates, and
both devoted to the passion of self-interest.

M. Mat was succeeded at M. de Pons’s by the

Chevalier de- Gaussen: he also was rather tallin
. . 32 :
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_stature and robust in figure ; he was about thirty
years of age, and son of a military officer,a nativeof
Lunel. M. de Gaussen was a man of great worth,
and was under the speual patronage of the Duke
de Nivernois : his manners were extremely mild,
his conduct regular, and his easy and engaging
cordiality excited general partiality in his favour.
During the eleven years he passed at Berlin, he
had not the smallest disagreement with any one ;
and when he was on the point of leaving us, in
1782, to visit Sweden, he requested each of his
friends, at whose houses he visited, to -indulve him-

~with the portrait .of his wife : hlS plan was to

. insert them in a volume WhICh would always '
travel in his company, and thus enable him to be
in some measure in their society whenever ‘he
Lked, None of the husbands took his request
amiss: the wives on their part consented to 51tf
for their portraits to Carvel, who was at that
time at Berlin ; and the Chevalier de Gaussen
took away with him the portraits of sixty ladies
stuck on the blank leaves of a volume in quarto,
none of whom had in the smallest degree inte-

rested his affections.. '

M. de Pons was a man of extensive know-
ledge and sound reasonmg, he spoke eloquently,
and related stories in an easy, agreeable, and sim-
ple manner. Frederic shewed him considerable
v 3

(SN

.
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attentlon, and this c1rcumstance was no doubt’
the means of drawmg on him that of the public,
He effected his negotiations with regularxty and
great tranquillity of manner; by the conse-
“quences only was it possible to know whether he -
had Jbeen in or out of employment: he. was cir-
cumspect in the extreme, and was never known
to commit himself by .any unwary proceeding.
Conceiving it in the highest degree culpable to
assert any thing he did not perfectly know the
truth of, he had gained so general a reputation
for veracity, that, toward the conclusion of -the
conferences respecting” Teschen, at the epoch
when the Prussian monarch would have decided
for a battle, in which, according to his, calcula-
tions, he must have sacrificed thirty thousand men
_in forcing the camp of the emperor and in de-
stroying his army, and the baron de Hersberg,
the better to dissuade him from the attempt,
asserted that' both Russia and France would
march an army against the emperor, if the latter
refused to admit the conditions agreed upon be-
tween his majesty and the two courts; the. King,
still mistrustful, replied, «I will believe it if the
Marquis de Pons will answer positively for the
truth of what you say.” And, upoy the assur-
ance of Hersberg that this was the formal de-
claration’of the marquis, * Well,” saxd Frederig,
B3
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“in consequence I relinquish the battle.” - From
that time M. de Pons, in-addition to the esteem
he enjoyed, was held at Berlin in higher conside-
ration than any other member of the diplomatic
body. ‘
~ A young coxcomb from Hanover, arriving at
Berlin in the course. of his travels, extolled with
ecstasy the beauty of Mademoiselle Marshal,
maid of honour to the Princess Henry. A persoh
of low stature and extremely lean, with a com-
plexion. of the darkest hue, and eyes of so dimi-
nutive a size as scarcely to be seen, and in ad-
~ dition in an undress, being just arrived from the
“country, was pointed out to him as her father.
The young man could scarcely be persuaded that
a man so hideous could be the father of so
beautiful a female, and amused himself with va-"
rious sorts of arguments to that effect. He pre-
tended that it was a dishonour to the young
lady’s mother to be coupled to such a husband.
- M. Marshal listened for some time with senti--
ments of pity to this tissue of impertinence ; but
at length he conceived himself in honour called
upon to assume a more serious tone: he accord-
“ingly went up to the stranger, and informed him
that nothing was more certain than that he was
the father of the youthful maid of honour, and
still more, a gentleman and a man of honour. -
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These words - appearing to have made at- the
time no consxderable xmpressmn, he withdrew,.
and the next morning sent his nephew, M.
~ Schuck, an officer of the body-guards, to demand
a simple explanation of the language used by the.
stranger 3 or, if this could not be obtained, to
appoint a place of rendezvous. The Hanoverian.
- persisting in the same tone, and even adding to
its force, accordingly accepted the challenge, and
appointed the rendezvous to take place early on
the following morning. - He reached the spot on
- horseback, prancing the animal with all the fop-
pery imaginable. - M. de Marshal soon followed
in a close carriage, < Ah!” said the stranger
with a sneer,  you come in a carriage, do you?
I perceive you are a man of a provident temper "
«ee.“ 1 am, Sir,” replied M. de Marshal; « [
imagined you would want a carriage, and, being
a stranger, might have none in Berlin.” - The
seconds then proceeded to lead M. de Marshal
to an adjoining avenue, and to place the Hano-
verian ten paces distant from him. ¢ Whither
are you conducting me?” cried the latter;
¢ would you take me to the other end of the
~avenue?”....*“ You will be still too near,”
said M. Marshal. . “ Well, Sir,” replied. the
young man, on the seconds stopping with him,
“ you are the complaint, pray fire.” .... ¢ I havg
B4
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éertainly a right to fire first, but I yield it to you;
for I desire nothing less than to take your life.”

The Hanoverxan fired, missed his antagonist, and.
‘assuming an attitude of defiance, and striking his -
snuff-box before he opened it to take a pmeh of
snuff, < I am- ready for you; fire.” ., .. «Sir,”
rejoined his adversary, « I will not take your
life 5 however, as you appear to me to stand
much in need of alesson, I will give it you: I
shall fire at your right thigh, just above the
knee.” He fired; the young man fell, and was
conveyed ‘to the carriage, while M. de Marshal
.returned on foot, prepared for leaving the coun-
try; and in a secret mterview requested ‘M. de
‘Pons to give him letters of introduction for Paris,
to which place he intended to retire. M. de
Pons offered to glve him as many as he hked,r
and _cqncexved in the most pressing ﬁerms, but
strongly dissuaded him from executing his pro-
~ jected flight. ¢ You are already in disfavous
with Frederlc, and, should you leave the coun-
try, you would be still more so, and that for the
rest of your life, In such.a case you would be,
most likely, for a ]onv time absent from your
" country and your private - affairs, from all your
friends, from 'your mother even now advanced in

- years, from your wife and children. Your

existence at Paris would be dull and tedious, and
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. you would there be considered at best but as a
- man proscribed your country and without em-
ployment, Instead of such a step, I would ad-
vise you to write immediately to the king, and
relate to him a plain and simple account of the
" whole of this unfortunate affair. Next declare
to him, that being well aware of the decisions of
justice in such cases, you waited in submission the
verdict of the law ; but, being no less assured ‘
that a kmg so magnanimous in his cha: acter
must “be prone to estimate the mter xons and
circumstances of the parties, you wait, with equal
reliance on his clemency and justice, his majes-
ty’s determination, You will be sent to Span-
daw, notwithstanding the letter ; of this I have
no doubt; but I know the king perfectly; he
will not keep you in the fortress more than four
months, and you will be restored to your farﬁily’
and your liberty, while your conduct will have
regained you the favour of Frederic.” M. de
Marshal followed this advice, and, as M. de Pons
had prophesied, he was liberated from Spandaw
jn about four months.

In the mean while the Hanoverian had recelved

a fatal wound, -M. de Marshal, who had the re-
putation of being the best shotin Brandenburg,
who never falled to cut his ball in two when he
. took for his mark the blade of a knife, on this '

LY
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occasion failed of his usual ability ; his ball en-
tered an inch lower than he aimed, and shattered’
the knee-pan of his antagonist, who expired in
the greatest agonies in less than thrée hours.

' One day, Noel, the king’s chief cook, received
a letter from a brother of his, who kept ‘én inn.
at. Perigueux, the native place of both, in which
he inquired if there were any paper-mills in the
King of Prussia’s dominions, and if it were pro-
bable that an attempt to introduce them would
be attended with success. These questions were
proposed jointly by three brothers, who had
lately inherited a well-established paper manu-
factory in Perigord, but which was not sufficient-
B ly extensive to require three partners. One of
the brothers happening to converse with Noel,
the inn-keeper, on the subject, the idea of form-
ing a similar establishment in Prussia had sug-
gested itself, and the above questions were pro-
posed in consequence, Noel read the letter to
Frederic, who, ever ready.to profit by occasions,
replied, first, that he would allow a pension of
two thousand crowns to the proprietor of such a
manufactory during the first years of the experi-
ment, and wages in proportion to the workmen
who should come with him to Prussia; secondly,
that he would erect such buildings as would be
necessary for the enterprise, at his own expence;
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at Orangeburg, on the river Hawel, eight miles
distant from Berlin; and, in addition, would pro-
vide all the utensils and machines. The paper
manufacturer lost no time in accepting these
magnificent proposals, and accordingly soon
reached the Prussian dominions at the head of
twenty workmen. He gave in his plan for the
building, the expence of which was estimated
by an architect at twenty thousand crowns,
which Frederic ordered to be immediately dis-
bursed by his board of works. Nothing was
now wanting but to set about the building;
this the poor paper-maker vainly endeavoured to
obtain: the more he importuned, the less the
work advanced ; he at length was rendered des-
perate by such repeated delays, when be received
an intimation that the undertaking would not
fail to proceed to his wishes if he would consent -
to share his twenty thousand crowns with the
principal directors of the works; it was also in-
timated that he need not make himself uneasy on
zccount of such a misapplication of the king’s
money, since it would not be difficult to conceal
the affair entirely from his knowledge, nor to find -,
plausible pretences for prevailing on him to sup-
ply the deficiency. The honest paper-maker
was indignant at this proposal, by the bare men-
tion of which he thought himself disgraced: he
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at once declared he was incapable of conniving
at a fraud. This affair was soon made public;
~and the next concern of the directors was to be
revenged. ‘The buildings immediately went on;
but the latter' took care that different parts of the
construction should be so deficient in the solidity
- required, as to be wholly unfit for the intended
purpose. When this was complained of, they
replied, they had followed his own plan with the
greatest precision, and that he alone ought to
sustain the consequences of his ignorance and
temerity. To this first embarrassment another
soon succeeded : he received -notice that neither
his pension nor the wages of his workmen would
be paid any longer till his manufacture should be
actually set in motion ; he was accused of indo-
lence and imposture, while, on the other hand,
they secretly employed means to throw impedi-
ments in the way of his procuring old linen and
_ other materials, without which he could not make
- a beginning. Even the poorest among the Jews
refused to sell him any articles of this kind.~ I%
this cruel situation he was advised by some
friends to make purchases of the articles. of
which he stood in need in Saxony: he hastened
thither ; and, on returning with his purchases,
he was seized and thrown into a dungeon, under .
- the, pretext of his having made the ‘same proe
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posals to the court of Dresden‘as he had before
done to Frederic. During all this time, the
manufacturer had been living on borrowed mo-
ney. Noel had furnished him with some ; and
also a poor cutler, named Humblot, had lent him
the small savings he had been able to put by,
about two thousand crowns; and, unfortunate]y,
he had had a further supply from a certain Jew.
Noel trxed every endeavour to -save “him: he
gave in petmons, and even went so far as to
conjure the king to hear the supposed culprlt on
his own behalf,_ and to declare that his majesty
had been shamefully imposed upon throughout
the whole transaction. - Frederi¢, seduced by his
minister, who was the dupe of the directors, re-
fused to listen to any kind of explanation ; pro-
nounced that the man was a knave ; and conclud-
ed with deriding Noel respecting the sum he had
thus squandered on his countryman, and by com-
mandmrr him to speak to him no _more on the
subJect. Humblot, who lived near the prison, .
paid the prisoner a visit, and said to him, « You
have been the means of losing for me the savings
of many years, the produce of the sweat of my
brow, and the only resource of my wife and
. children ; but this is no fault of yours, and you,
even more than myself, deserve compassion.
You shall return the sum I lent you at some fu-

5
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ture time, if you are able ; in the mean while, I
am come to propose your partaking of my sup-
"per: I will bring it to you ‘eyery evening, and
will keep you company for an hour or two; I~
will be content to eat only my dinner with my
wife and children, and my sole regret will be the
frugality of the meal I offer you.” As to the
Jew, when the prisoner had proved his inno-
cence of the charge for which he was confined,
he was prevailed upon by the minister to enter a
~ detainder against him for the pitiful debt he
owed him. The paper-mill, with its appurte-
nances, was given to a man who had been, turn
by turn, an unskilful librarian, watch-maker,
~ jeweller, and, in all probability, was a wretched
paper-maker also. The twenty workmen peti-

tioned for passports to return to France; and ob- - . /

tained them rather on account of their well:
known attachment to their first master, on whose
behalf it was feared they might, sooner or later,
gain the attention of the -king, for they were
loudly zealous in his cause, than from motives of
a purer sort. Tassaert requested me to second
him in a plan he had formed of obtaining for
them a certain protection from the Marquis de
Pons, who expressed the sincerest regret that he
had not the power of rendering any service to
these unfortunate men, whose fate he commise-
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rated: he observed, that as they had quitted
France in violation of the law, he could do no-
thing for them ; but that, if they desired to make
a last effort for their master, who was even more
than themselves worthy of compassion, we might
advise them to adjust their route so as to take
Potzdam in their way, and to pass under the -
windowsof a certainapartment in the castle,about
two o’clock, at which time Frederic was generally
to be seen looking over the gardens into the
road that conducted to Saxony, and that, seeing
so many as twenty men in a party, he would
‘probably inquire ‘who they were, and, unwilling
to let such a number of. workmen leave his do-
minions, he might be induced to give orders that
should be more favourable to the prisoner. This
'\'adVice was exactly executed,- and the workinea
were accordingly stopped and questioned by the
guard at Potzdam ; and their reply, with which
we had prepared them, was as follows: « That
they had engaged to work only in the service of
an honourable master, whom they had long
known; that this worthy person was the inno-
.cent victim of the knavery of othérs ; and, since
“they could no longer work for hih, they deter-
mined to return to their native country, deplor-
“ing much less their own misfortune than the
~ condition of an innocent man, a prey to the



~

16 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

revenge of knaves We afterward heard from-
the officer on guard, that Frederic, after pausmg
for a moment, said to him, “ Let them go on.”
When I quitted Berlin, the paper-maker of Peri- \
gueux was stili in prison, and Humblot still con+
tinued to share his supper with him. ~This man, -
who possessed an _extraordinary skill in his busi-
ness, had deserted from one of our regiments in
~ Corsica, and settled in Bi‘andenburg, where he
had married a pretty young woman, by whom
he had several children. He was so industrious
and regular in his conduct, as to be enabled to
‘maintain his family in credit, lay aside a small
~ portion of his earnings, bestow half his supper
on his debtor, and send a yearly present of one
hundred crowns to his father turned of eiOhty
years of age. Ihave myself assisted in convey-
~ ing this sum to the father who lived at Langres,
not, however, without conceiving the hlghest €S-
teem for the humane and generous character of
the son: and I once said to him, « By reposing
in me such a confidence as this, you render it im-
possible for me henceforward to treat you like a
tradesman. In future I will employ you on every
occasion at your own price.” I kept my word

with him to the time of my departure from
" Berlin. )
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EMBASSY OF -AUSTRIA.

Caral ot ot ol o

t

THE Austrlan envoy to Berlm at the time of
my arriving in Germany was General Nugent, a
native of Scotland, and a man distinguished for
his worth among the diplomatic body: he was of
a' character truly noble, simple, ingenuous, and
sincere ; he besides possessed a handsome person
and a striking dignity of manners.  Prithee tell
me,” said he, one day in my presence; to the
Baron de Stuthereim, the Saxon envoy, “how it
is that you never throw off the diplomatic cha-
racter? It is really a pity, for you are a kind-
hearted and excellent fellow ; but then you are
always so close buttoned, it is impossible to lay
hold of you. Come, come, do as tve do; I so-
Iemnly assure you that when I leave my house to
Pay some social visit, I never fail to Jock the ambas-

“sador from Vienna into my cabinet. I am per-
suaded these gentlemen (pointing to other am-
bassadors at the table) do the very same thing.
Prithee, dear Stuthereim imitate our example;

Jike _us, enjoy your liberty and ease, No doubt,
VOL. 11, . ‘ c
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we must fulfil the duties reposed in us; but these
accomplished, let us be jovial companions toge-
ther. - Chase away that wrinkled b%ow, my friend,
and take a share in our. enjoyments.”

General Nugent, speakmg of the rheumat:c
pains with which he was tormented, told me they
were one of the corsequences of the seven years )
war,and principallyof an expedition he performed
during the severest cold weather : hie with some of -
his men had gone, I know not by what route, to
visit the highest mountain of Bohemia. Having
reached its summit, they had no other means of
descending but to sit down en the ice, one behind
another, and each to embrace with his legs and
‘arms the man who sat immediately before him;
in this manner. they slided down the mountain in
‘bands of twenty or thirty together. The gene-
‘ral had perspxred profusely w1th the exercise he

“had taken on the mountain, and on reaching his
‘tent, his shirt was so completely frozen as, when
-taken off, to remain without forming a single-
fold in the place where it was Jaid.

Toward the end of 1768 General Nugent was
suddenly informed that Frederic had just issued
-orders for his army to hold themselves ready for -
-commencing hostilities. ' The general of the ar-
tillery had received in the night several millions
of crowns as a supply for the immediate expen-

-
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diture. Orders were also given for calling home
all the draft horsés, and all the.soldiery who
might be on furlough, and the army was to be
ready for marching in three or four days.. Ge-
neral Nugent hastened to the residence of Count
Finck-enstein, and requested him to solicit the
king to grant him an audience without delay.
The answer from Potzdam arrived - the same -
evening, importing that his majesty would receive
the ambassador from Vienna on the following
morning. He accordingly -proceeded thither. in
company with M. de Finck-enstein, and was
conducted:to the king. ¢ What, Sir, is the na+
ture of the object for which you required an
audience of me ... Sire, your majesty is mak~
ing preparations for the renewal of hostilitiest
Is your majesty tired of seeing Europe in repose *
What can possibly be the motive of.your ma=
jesty’s determination ?”..v & My motive, Sir, is
extremely simple: I had rather declare war than’
have war declared against me.”. ...« Who, Sire,
meditates war? Not a power of Europe has such
a thought ;- at least I can answer that the house
of Austria wishes for nothing more than. for
peace.”.. .« How then, Sir, am I to interpret
_ the extraordinary supply of horses you have
lately procured ? Fbur‘thousand at a single pur-
chase !’ ... Permit me, Sire, to recal to your
c 2
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majesty’s attention, some arcumstances you seeni
to have forgot. After the peace of Hubertsburg g.-
the empress-queen proposed to your majesty to
reduce the armies to the half of their existing
numbers, and this with a view, to the relief of the
- people: she at the same time declared she would
~ obtain that the same measures should be adopted
by France. Your majesty, influenced by parti-
cular and' weighty reasons,- did not think fit to
. adopt this plan; a resolution which occasioned
the empress considerable disquietude: at the
game time, Sire, the empress-queen, confiding in
the faith of treaties, affected by the necessities of
the people, and anxious to regulate the state of
her finances, accomplished.on her part the pro-
posal she had made your majesty; in which-re- -
.spect. she was imitated in a certain degree by
France. Five successive yearsof peace and eco-
nomy have fulfiled her views, at least in part.
The death of the emperor, the Grand Duke of
Tuscany, was the means of so far augmenting
her resources as to enable her to discharge such
of her debts ag still remained unpaid. Under
these. circumstances, it appeared to the queen
that it was her indispensable duty to establish
‘her army on a footing commensurate to the
extent and dignity of her states, and this she has
done. . Your majesty will certainly allow that
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from-the event of the peace to the present mo-
ment the house of Austria has maintained fewer
troops than suited with the population of those
' states, or corresponded with the troops of all the
other powers of Europe. Thus, the empress-
queen has done precisely. what you would have
done in a similar situation, even with the most
pacific intentions: nor 'do I hesitate, Sire, to
assure you as a fact, concerning which I am per-
fectly acquainted, and for which I am ready to
pledge myself, that the sovereign on whose part
I am now speaking desires nothing so much as
the maintenance of the peace she has concluded
with your majesty, inregard to which she every:
day congratulates herself.”....« Her Imperial
~ majesty, General, could not-have made a more
Judicious choice than to bestow on you the diplo-
matic function: you are an excellent minister.”
. It s true, Sire, I derive from this employ-
ment the honour of appearing before your ma-
jesty, and of discussing at this moment affairs of
such high importance: buat, Sire, would you
deign to bestow but_for a moment the same per-
mission to Nugent as you béstow. on the ambas-
sador from Vienna! Ah, Sire, deign to give me
your attention as a private individual and a man
of honour, to consider me as divested of my
?public haracter ! Sire, it-is Nugent, a Scotch-
‘ : c3
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man, who, . in thé fulness of that honour he wil}
never renounce, pledges to you with his life that;
the empress-queen would feel the most poxonant
affliction to find herself - compelled to renew hos-
tilities with your malesty! that she entertains not
the smallest idea of such an event ; in a-word,
that she cherishes the peace she still supposes to
exist, and is anxious ta preserve it to the utmost
of her power! If I had not the most absolute
certainty of what I now advance, I should con-
fine myself to-the fulfilling the painful duty
devolved upon me by- my office: 1 would not
thus have made a man of honour become soéu;
rity for a minister. No, there is no power, no
consideration, that should have prevaxled upon
me thus to commit myse]f‘ But, Sire, receive
the oath by which I now engage myse]f to lay
my head at your feet if you find I have. ad~
vanced any thing contrary to the exact truth.*
.+ May I really believe you, General .. .,
« Alas! Sire, in whom would you believe 1f not
in him who values truth and honour more than
life? “Ah! Sire, suffer the man whose 1dm1rat10n
‘and respect toward you cannot be exceeded,
suEer him to tell you all the truth! Yes, Sire,
none so much a$ yourself has adorned humamty,

- by the rarest and most noble qualities of the soul!
‘ No one has exemphﬁed in so hlgh a deoree the

‘ 2
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~ characteristics of -genius, heroism, and virtue !,
But by what fatality is it that, notwithstanding,
this, you, as well as other men, must pay the:
debt of nature ? I hope I shall not by the'plain-
ness of my speech have incurred your maJesty s
displeasure.  You will pardon me, I trust, mi
'~ favour of the natural frankness of my temper,
and the crrcumstance in which I find myself,
Yes, Sire, you have a defect that proves a dire.
misfortune to mankind! You are of a mistrust-
ful temper !”?,...* [ will give you a proof, Gene-,
ral, of your mistake,” replied the king with a
smile; « for I repose perfect conﬁdence In you,
“What greater proof can be given than: that of
confiding in a minister of Austria?”. BULLE (30 in,
Nu<re11t Slre, you place your conﬁdence and it -
shall not be betrayed 7 Come, come, let us,
say no more on the subJect, We wrll remain at
peace » | :

. General Nugent had no sooner reached Berlm
~ than-all the money that had been allotted for the,
‘ preparatlons was again returned to the treasury.
Thus the probity of an individual on this occa-.
sion saved Europe! It will not appear surprising
that the esteem and consideration in which he
“had previously been held was now augmented to
their utmost bounds Unfortunately, his health;
which had long been declining, rendermor his

K" 4 :
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_attendance at court absolutely impossible, he

~ soon after determined to demand his recal; and

" his'departure’ was universally felt as a calamity.

He was appointed govemoi‘ of Praguﬁ,.whefe

bis disorder grew so considerably worse, as soon

to deprive him of the use of his legs ; and it wag
a source of the deepest affliction to the court of
Berlin to see him in this condition, when some
years after he went thither for the .purpose of -

~once more embracing his old friends, [Frederic,

’

~who heard of his arrival, desired to be included

‘in the number. ¢ But, Sire,” said the persons
around him, * he cannot move a step, nor even
stand uprlght he is carried to his chair, and
never . leaves it but to be lifted into his bed.”....
* And cannot he be brought to Potzdam as well
as elsewhere? Inform him, I request to be
- placed in the list of his friends, and to be per-

- mitted to assure him in person of the sentiments

/

I entertain toward him.” The general was ac-
cordmvly conveyed to Potzdam; and the king
received him with every possxble mark of inte-
rest, esteem, and friendship. ~ On returning to
" Berlin, he cculd not speak of the kindness of the
king without bursting into tears.

The embassy from Vienna- Was next filled by
Van Swithen, son-of the first physician, and li-
brarian to the empress-queen. He was a man of

3
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- low stature, and more remarkable for his under-
~ standing and easy carriage than for dignity of
manner. He was extreme]y desirous to become
acquainted with the academicians, and began
with inviting nine or ten of them to dine with
him. During the dinner,. the conversation turn-
- ed on the slight-of-hand tricks performed by Co-
mus : he informed us, that when he was at Paris
he had paxd him a sum of money for shewing
him the secret of his most«remarkable tricks,
~ which he proposed to exhibit to us as soon as
" the cloth should be removed. He accordingly
~ kept his word; and played his tricks with a dex-
‘ terity that prove_rd thé attention he had bestowed
on learning them. M. Formey could not at this
moment r'ésist his unlucky star: as Merian, my-
self, and some others, were thanking the ambas-
sador for the trouble he had taken, « Yes,” said
Formey,  the tricks are so extremely curious,
that your excellency is really to blame to shew
‘them forl nothing ; they are worth being paid for;’
and at even three-pence per head you would
gain enough to give us a second dinner, besides
repaying yourself the sum it cost you to learn °
them.” This inconsiderate raillery produced in
the ambassador every mark of ‘displeasure and
mortification, and .was even the cause of his
’cpnﬁpg to the dgtermination to have no further®
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acquamtance with academicians from that very
day, -To attribute t}'e fault of a smrrle man to 4
-~ whole body of men was certam]y unjust Many
other ambassadors to the court of Berlin: fu]ﬁlled
thelr vocatlon without forming with us the
smallest acquamtance, but these had at least no:
thmg to reproach themselves with, on the score
of injustice or inconsistency of conduct. .
, Upon the whole, M. Van wathen excited at
- Berlin but a small decrree of curiosity or notice ;
nor was he m the least calculated to make us
forget the virtues of his predecessor: he was ac-
cordingly but httle esteemed either at court or in
the town, It was, however, this ambassador who
negotlated for Austrza the first partxtlon of Po—
land, on which occasion he had several couk_
rences thh the ls.mn '

[}

s
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' EMBASSY OF ENGLAND.

~ SIR Andrew Mitchel, knight of the order of
the Garter*, had been for several years the Eng-
lish ambassador: to Berlin when I first arrived
‘there; some time, however, elapsed from “this
time before I had the least acquaintance with
‘him, not only because it was little to be expect-
‘ed that Englishmen should be desirous of the
.'soc1ety of Frenchmen, but also because Sir An-
drew Mitchel was of the number of those meri-
torious characters who stand in no need of per-
‘petual society to his existence, and have thé phi-
losophy to prefer being occasionally alone. When
he first arrived at Berlin, he had caused the per-
“sons who necessarily invited him to their houses
‘considerable  perplexity ; for he played at no
game of cards, so that his hosts constantly said
to each ‘other, * What shall we do with this
Enghshman who never plays at cards?” In a

N The translator suppqses xt should haye been the order
of the Bath.
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- few days, however, the contest was, who should
withhold himself from the card-table and have
the advantage of conversing with a2 man in whom
they had discovered every requisite to afford the
highest pleasure in colloquial intercourse. . In
- reality, his understanding was no less admirable
than the virtues of his character. Of this I can-
not give a more substantial proof than by observ-
" ing, he was united By the strictest bonds of
friendship with the author of L’Esprit des Lois.
A vatiety of bons-mots of his have been re-
' peated ; but those which do him the greatest
honour. have been overlooked ; those for example
that explained rather his principles than his un-
derstanding. On one occasion, that the English
mail had three times following failed of arriving,
the king said to him, in one of his levees, « Have.
'you not the spleen, Mr. Mitchel, when the mail is
thus delayed ?” ....  No, Sire, not when it is de-
layed, but often enough when it arrives duly.”
During the seven years’ war, in which Sir An-
drew constantly served immediately under Fre-
deric, the English had promised the latter to send’
a fleet to the Baltic, for the protection of com=
- merce and to keep off the Swedes and Russians:
this fleet never made its appearance, and in
‘consequence the Swedes transported their army
without intérruption to Pomerania, together with’
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‘all the necessaries for its support ; while the Rus-
sians, on their part, did not lose so good an
opportunity of conveying provisions for their
troops by sea, and laid siege to Colberg, to say
“nothing of the injury sustained by the king.and
the commerce of his subjects. This breach of
promise on the part of England could not fail of
giving umbrage to Frederic ; and accordingly he
incessantly complained of their proceedings to
Sir Andrew Mitchel, who found himself embar-
rassed what reply to make him. At length the
ambassador, who had before been daily invited to
dine with the king, received no longer this mark
‘of attention: the genefals meeting him about the
king’s hour of dinner, said to him, ¢ It is dinner-
time, M. Mitchel.”....< Ah, Gentlemen,” re-
plied he, ¢ no fleet, no dinner I”  This was re-
.peated to Frederic, and the invitations were re-
‘newed. , ~ o

After the affair of Port Mahon, the king said
to him, ¢ You have made a bad beginning, M.
‘Mitchel! What! your fleet beaten, and Port
Mahon taken in your first campaign! The trial
~in which, you 'are proceeding against your Ad- -
miral Byng is- a bad plaister for the malady!.
You have made a pitiful campaign of it; this is
 certain.” ... “ Sire,'we hope, ‘with ‘God’s assist-
: _:méc, to make a better next yéar.” T With_
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God’s assistance, say you, Sir? I did not know
you had such an ally.”.... “ We rely much upon
hxm, though he costs us lcss than our other allies.”
R Spare no expence with him you shall see
he will give you money’s worth for your money!””
" The ambassador was truly the friend and par-
tisan of philosophy and virtue. During the seven
)ears war, when Frederic was least satisfied with
England, the cabinet of Londan sent Sir Andrew
Mitchél a long and ¢ircumstantial letter, i in which
they severely reproached him for omlttmg to
communicate to them the numerous and bitter

. sarcasms which they could not doubt escaped
" Frederi¢ concerning them. Sir Andrew, who

Tnmse]f related to me '(hlS anecdote, replied, that

in ‘accepting his mission he considered himself

as intrusted with the care of maintaining and
strengthening the ties that existed between his
country and a valuable ally ; that his desiré had
been to prove a minister of peace and union;

 that if it were intended to make of him a minis-
(ter of hatréd, pitiful bickerings, and despicable -

tale bearmrrs, he wished nothing more than that
they would name him a succéssor immediately,
as he should never be prevailed upon to play'a.
part 50 unworthy of his sentiments and character 3
that it was not on this account to be believed he
was.less devoted to his country than the persons

1
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Nthey' might appoint to succeed him s that he
knew perfectly well how to distinguish between
what was of a nature to be injurious, and what
wasmerely indifferent; that if any change should
“happen in the dispositions of his Prussian ma-
jesty, this he could not fail to be informed of
and would have lost not a moment in his com-
munications to the court of London; but he beg-
ged them to consider thaf all the, circumstances
they had particularized in their letter, and with
which he was perfectly acquamted at the time,
~were nothing moré than the first impulses of a
man_ possessed of no less irritability of tempet
and sensibility than of genius; that they might
- even have been nothing more than simple pleasan-
tries, brought forward either with the intention of
~deceiving some of his hearers, or to put them off
their guard as to what they might themselves have
* to conceal ; that, in a word, it was his duty to re- -
mind them, that to Judge accurately respectmxr a
' man SO extraordmary, or even of what he says, it
was doing little indeed to collect the mere words
he uttered, if to these were not added a know-
ledge of the time in which they were pronounc-
ed, under ‘what circumstances, and with what
views. .« Well,” added he, * my remonstrance
produced the effect I desired. I never was lgno-
rant of a]l the bxtter sarcasms and little epigram-
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mic raillery that issued from the king against
whoever fell in his way; but I carefully avoided
“mentioning them in my official dispatches: I. -
was never afterward solicited on this point, and
I kept my post. I should blush for the vocation:
I £ll, if I were compelled to descend to such
dxsoraceful meddling.” - I am much mistaken, or -
thlS trait proves the minister to have possessed an
elevated soul, and that he ennobled the vocation
he held.
After the death of Slr Andrew Mitchel, Eng-
-land sent us for an ambassador a M. Elliot, a
man of strong and acute understanding: he was
in addition handsome in his person, and both ani~ -
mated and pleasing in his manners ; original too,
1t cannot be doubted ; W1thout this he could not
well be an Englishman. '
About this time the war with America broke
out. The king conversed with him on the sub- - -
ject in a public audience: ¢ So, Sir,” said the
king, “ you are at war with your colonies!”....
“ Sire, we entertain hopes that the difference
. will be made up.”....*I hope it, Sir, sincerely ;
but war is a terrible mode of adjusting diffe--
rences.” ....“ Sire, we are assured that the war
will ‘end both soon and happily.”....« I have,
Sir, unfortunately had so many occasions of pér:
fecting myself in the science of war, that I may

-
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be allowed to have formed a decided opinion on
the subject. It is a terrible thing to be obliged
to make war, even with a neighbouring enemy:
an army has so many nccessities, all of which
must be instantly supplied at the risk of losing
every thing, as to be with difficulty provided for,
even where one’s resoprces are near at hand;’
but if one’s army is at the other end of the
world, ah! Sir, rely on the experience of a ve-
teran, to provide such an army with all it may
require is the summit of human prudence and
sagacity.” ‘ . ‘
It frequently happened in society to converse

with M. Elliot on the subject of the war; and

for the persons who wished to ingratiate them?
selves in his favour to appear to sympathize with
his countrymen in the apprehension of its conse~
quences, particularly after the French had de-
clared themselves for. America.. But he’ con-
stantly replied, in a tone of perfect security:

 The worst that can happen to us,” said he,

« is that, instead of being the first nation in the"
world, we must content ourselves with being.
* only the second.” o
. About this time he believed himself afflicted

Wlth a singular kind of disease, and accordingly -
obtained leave of absence for going to England

‘and France, for the purpose of consulting the

VOL. 1L ' D
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. most able pbysxcmns He passed two months
at Paris. On his return to Berlin, and appear-
ing at court, the queen inquired if, considering
the existing war, he had not been apprchensive
of bcmg arrested at Paris? <« Oh! Madam,”
replied he,  both the French and English have
long been civilized nations.” This reply had
“somewhat the appearance of malignity and sar-
casm: it was much talked of, and every where
with considerable dissatisfaction.

There had arrived at Berlin, two Americans,
who were reported to have been sent thither by
the United States, to negotiate with Frederic for
a purchase of arms and other necessaries. M.
Elliot affected to treat them like countrymen,
and did all in his power to be considered by
them as a friend:. he was scarcely ever seen out
of their society ; he was absolutely their shadow.
One evening, soon after leaving their residence -
to pay a visit, a desk was stolen out of the house
that contained their money, )ewe}s, bills, and

also their official letters;. and on the- fofllowmb
morning the whole was returned to them, with
the exception of the letters. ‘The public con:
sidered M. Elliot as the author of ‘the theft.
The cry against him was universal, and the more
so as he took no step whatever to eiéulpate :
himself, and even: feigned ignorance of being
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-suspected. Every one expected the thunder of
Frederic, upon hearing of so gross and perfidi-
ous a violation of the property of others in his
- very court and under his eye. In this the pub-
lic were mistaken: no notice was taken of the
affair; not a word was cited as having come
from the lips of the king. What could the po-
Iitical consideration be, which was so powerful
as thus to restrain a man like Frederic, so tena-
cious of every observance of respect? There
were persons, it is true, who believed that, not-
withstanding his apparent silence, he had not
failed to complain to the court of London ; that
he had demanded Elliot’s recal; and that, in
consequence, the successor of Sir Andrew Mitchel
was some time after sent to Copenhagen.

M. Elliot had fallen desperately in love with -
Mademoiselle de Krauth, and had married her
when 'she' was no more than sixteen years of age,
he himself being little more than thirty. . This
lady, the only daughter of Madame de Werels, was
unquestionébly the handsomest young person in
the country. Thus, happy in the marriage state |
himself, his first care was to-render his wife hap-
PY also, and to this end he had recourse to all the
“means his fortune could command : he procured
her every possible amusement, and selected, or
~ varied by. turns, a society calculated to accom-
D2 '
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plish this end; he at the same time ‘sought to
prevail on her to cultivate her understanding and
~ the qualities of her heart.” Unfortunately, how-
ever, the young bride was illiterate, capricious,
obstinate, and vain, no less than she was beautiful.
Lessons fatigued her, however short their du-
ration. She would read nothing but the most
frivolous productions; and at ]ength received, with
1ll-humour and unkmdness, the most delicate re-
monstrances of her husband. In the mean while
she became pregnaut,ﬁ and in due time was
~brought to bed of a daughter, a short time pre-
vious to the epoch when her husband was to set
~ out for Denmark. :
.7 M. Elliot, with his aécustomed tenderness,
proinised his wife, on taking leave of her, to
prepare a house for her in every respect suitable
to her wishes, and then to return to Berlin to
- conduct her to it in safety. He accordingly con-
templated with pleasure the ‘moment of execut-
ing this promise ; but he observed with conceérn,
that in her answers to his letters she manifested
no desire for the projected reunion; and when
at length he announced a certain time for - her
leaving Berlin, her answer consisted of proposed
delays, to which she fixed no term, but con-
tented herself with alleging for a pretext anill -
state of "health, and other reasons respecting
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which a skilful member of the diplomatic body.
could scarcely be deceived. All these circum-
stances, so completély calculated to excite uneasi-
ness in the mind of M. Elliot, induced him to
write her a letter, in which he peremptorily fixed
a day for her departure ; to which the lady re- -
plied, she had come to a resblution never to leave -
“her country. C
- This reply, concelvcd in a tone of hauvhtmess
and resentment, was long and evidently preme-
ditated. M. Elliot, knowing his wife to be in-
~ capable of expressing herself in a stylé of so
much method and ability, was immediately cona
vinced she had received some assistance. This
conviction occasioned him ta set out instantly
with a single servant for Berlin, where he arrived
carly one evenmo, and, after assuming a’false
name, and passing himself at the gates for a mer-
chant of Hamburg, he was set down at the house
of M. Belitz his friend, who was an English
physician established many years in Branden-
burg. He obtained sccret information that his
wife was that evening at a pic-nic party, at the
the house of Michelis, at the Park, and would
" not go home till past midnight. Upon this he
hastened to her residence, assembled all the ser-
vants in. one room, and locked them into it;
he then proceeded to his wife’s bed-room, broke
D3
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open her writing-desk, and examined all the
papers, among which he foumd the rough draft of
the letter he had received, written in the hand of
the handsome Kniphausen, who belonged to the
household of Prince Henry, and was cousin to his
wife: his next step was to proceed to the apart-
ment of his child, and order the nurse to collect
her own apparel and that of the child and follow
him; he then sent to the principal post-house,
and ordered horses to be ready for Elliot, ambas+
sador 10 his Majesty the King of England at the
court of Denmark, who was setting out with his
ciild and a certain number of servants for Copenha~
gen. He next went down to his stable, and

sword in hand compelled the coachman, who
 at first refused, to put the horses to the carriage,
and convey them' to the post-house without the
city gates, where he had ordered horses to be
ready ; and in this manner left Berlin, after
leaving the above declaration with the guard as
he passed the city gate, »

‘The rumours occasioned by this adventure may
easily be imagined: every one heard with admi-
ration the precautions the injured husband had
taken to insure the possession of his child, and
to prove. her identity in case of future dispute,”
On arriving at Copenhagen, Elliot wrote a letter
to Kniphgusen, demanding an explanation of thg
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rough draft ‘¢ held in his possession. This
‘Kniphausen. to whom an extraordinary degree
of personal beauty was with justice ascribed,
was also 2 man of haughty temper, extremely
vain and foppish: he answered Elliot’s letter
with dauntless c(fror.tcfy; in consequence, the
latter instantly left Copenhagen for Berlin, at-
~ tended by a secretary and two servants,” and-as-
suming his real name. In the mean while Prince
Henry, having been informed of what was pass-
ing, and feelmg an interest in the welfare of
the daughter of Madame de Werels, who had
enjoyed his friendship, paid her a visit at her
- country house, to which she had retired upon the
event of her late disgrace, and which was situ-
ated a short distance from Rheinsberg, where he
used every endcavour to bring the culpable Ma-
dame Elliot to a proper sense of her conduct and
"of her duty. - His expostulations, however, were
in vain: the insensate woman answered in the
most impassioned tone, that she loved her cou-
sin, and would be his wife in spite of the uni-
verse ; or, if she could not be his wife, she would -
be his mistress, or even his servant: that she
would cohabit with him when she liked, as she
declared she had already done. . The prince per-
ceiving nothing could be done with a woman of
‘principles so shameless and unblushing, retumed '
D 4 ‘
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. to Berlin, and-sent foern_iphausen,. in whom he
hoped to have found more prudence and do«
+ cility. In thistoo he was mistaken : Kniphausen
even dared to ask him what nght he had ta
meddle 'Wlth other people’s affairs ; and so far
forgot hxmself as to tell him that all princes were
tyrants who, not - content with the slavery in
which they held their immediate dependents, al-
lowed themselves the privilege of extending the
yoke of their despotism into ‘the very bosoms
of pnvate families. The prince ordered him_
_to w1thdraw to his apartment, whither he seht
hxm notice he was dismissed his service; to leave
the cast]e the same evening, and never to make
his appearance in it again. :

' KmphauSen accordmw]) left the castle, and in
less than two hours after Elliot arrived at it, and
getting out of hlS carriage, proceeded to the
apartment of M. de Kaphensk, aid-de-camp of
the prince’s cavalry “ My dear Kaphensk » said
: Elliot,  can you tell me where to find Kmphau-
sen?”’ ... < Alll can tell you,” rephed the other,
‘1is, that not two hours :ago he was 1rrevocab1y
and deservedly dismissed the castle and service of
the prince.”.... “ But whither is he gone ...
« Thxs I wxll mqmre mto But let me tell )ou,
your manner surprises me: [ thought you a man
of the present age, but I see you are of the old
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"school! What! you have made no further ad-
vances in philosophy than this? My dear Elliot,
you were worthy of a wife who would have con-
stituted your happiness : you have unfortunately
married a silly young creature, and for this. would
you fight a duel with a coxcomb? Does our ho-
nour, my good friend, depend on beirigs of this
déscription?”....“You would be right, my friend,

- if Kniphausen were no more than the seducer
of my wife; but he is also the author of these
letters: read them; you know his writing ?”....
¢ Oh, I did not know this! If he has written, or
caused to be written, such letters as these, [ am

far from blaming you; I even offer myself to be

your second, if you like to accept of mel”
They discovered that Kniphausen had taken
the road to Mecklenburg, no doubt to evade pur-
suit. Elliot lost no time in following him ; and ar-
rived, about three in the afternoon, at a small town
~in which there was only a single inn that afforded
tolerable accommodations. Qur ambassador,
who could not refrain from every where making
inquiries, asked if he could have a bed in this
inn? He was answered, that a traveller who
had come in before him had secured their best
room. Elliot did not doubt he had overtaken
his man. In this persuasion, he arms himself with
his sword, pistols, and cane, tuns up stairs, rushes

\
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into the room, locks the door, and proposes a chal-
lenge, which Kniphausen refused. Elliot upon
this, no longer able to contain himself, lays his
cane on the shoulders of Kniphausen till he con-
sented to accept his challenge. Proceeding to-
gether to a field, Kniphausen maintained- that it
was too dark, and that the business should be
- deferred till the following morning: Elliot, on
the contrary, maintained that it was light enough

for a man who felt his honour wounded and
thirsted for revenge. Kniphausen talked so loud

that it was impossible the persons who passed

“them should not understand that a duel was in
agitation. They were accordingly followed, and

by the time they reached the outlet of the town;

the numbers around them amounted to two or

three hundred persons. Elliot soon perceived,

but not without the deepest regret, that it was

impossible to proceed in the duel in the midst of

such a crowd ; he therefore consented to defer

the’ meeting till the following morning at break

of day :- they then returned to their inn, :

The Englishman hastened to bed, being much

in want of rest; but on rising at day~break,A.he '

learned that his noble adversary had made’ his

escape in the middle of the night. Being un-

able to trace his steps or gain any intelligence

concerning him, he determined on proceeding to
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Berlin, where he did not fail to relate to every
one what had passed both at Rheinsberg and at~
Mecklenburg. The handsome Kniphausen had
also repaired to that capital, in the hope of meet-
ing with some friend, or at least with a safe asy-
lum ; but one of his cousins, named M., Keith,
a man of extensive learning, and of a philosophi-'
cal temper, hearing what had happened, came to
Kniphausen, and said: « I was your friend, but
in consequence of the infamous conduct you have
adopted, I'am so no longer. Youare, however,

my relation, and on that account I am involved

in some degree in your disgrace, [ willnot sup-

port the dishonour of any one: you shall meet
~ Elliot in the field, or perish at my hands. Take

your choice.” -
Kniphausen, who was well acqu’unted with the
inflexible character of his relation, concluded
that the least dangerous resolution he could form
would be to fight the duel, Keith was accord-
ingly the bearer of a challenge to Elliot, with
whom he was to fix the place and time of the
meeting ‘and the sort of arms to be used. The

‘combatants set out at the time agreed on for
" Baruth, asmall town in Saxony about six miles -
‘distant from Berlin, each taking with him a se-

cond and a pair of good pistols. - A reconciliation
was mentioned ; upon Whlch hluot drewapaper
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from his pocket', which contained a declaration
he had previously drawn up of the terms on which
alone he would dispense with the duel, which he
required should be copied word by word in the
hand writing of Kniphausen himself, and signed
with his name. In this declaration he formally
acknowledged Elliot to be a man of honour, and
free from every kind of reproach, blame, or of-<
fence; and further, that the two letters in his pos-
session contained only false and calumnious asser-
tions, and that whoever wrote or dictated them
was unquestionably, and to his certain knowledge,
an infamous forger of lies. Kniphausen having
read this writing, declared he would never put his
name to it: the seconds procceded therefore to
place the two combatants. Elliot offered the ad-
vantage «of firing first to his antagonist, which
was accepted : his fire having missed, an adjust-
ment was again proposed. Kniphausen required
only that certain words in the declaration should
be changed or suppressec: not @ single letter, re-
plied Elliot. They then resumed their posts: El-
liot fired; a lucky motion of Kniphausen’s head
left xoom for the ball to pass him, and it accord-
ingly penetrated the tree against which he stood.
The seconds then reloaded the pistols, and Knip-
hausen fired : his ball slightly grazed Elliot’s hip, °
but was wholly disregarded by him. At this mo-
2
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ment the ,fearé of his antagonist were all pre-
vailing: he copied and signed every thing’; and
Elliot returned hastily to Berlin, to put himself
under medical treatment for a feverish complaint,
attended with diarrheea, under which he had la-
boured fourteen days before, but which he had
\ siudioUsly avoided_ mentioning. He at the same
time made the necessary preparations for a di-
- yorce, and in a few days set out for Copenhagen.
The handsome Kniphausen having staid to take
some repose at Baruth, was taken-into custody
by the magistrates and put under confinement,.
When the divorce was established, he married
his beautiful cousin, and retired with her to the
country, their previous friends and acquaint-
~ ance having unequivocally rejected their society.
They soon became tired of the seclusion to 'which
they were condemned, and mutually reproached
each other, and to these reproaches succeeded
‘the most- disgraceful quarrels. They both died
in the course of a few years after their marriage,
and were regretted by noone. The delightful
country house in which they had ended their ex-
istence, together with the adjacent lands, was’
the joint possession of the two Breddws, brothers
to Madame de Werels, who were lunatics, and on
that account had been confined for thirty years in
one wing of the mansion. This estate, of which
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Mademoiselle de Krauth was the sole heir, was
her whole fortune, and consequently devolved
to Madame Elliot. It was said that the two luna-
tics were shamefully neglected, and if M. and
Madame de Krauth were really deserving of this_
reproach, they met a rigorous punishment in the
misconduct and misfortunes of their daughter.
- M. Elliot was replaced at Berlin by M. Harris,
who has since been ambassador to Holland, and
succeeded to the title of Lord Malmesbury: his
mission to Prussia was the first experiment of
his political career. I know not whether it was
that his first care was to form his conduct upon
some model, or whether it had been recommended
“to him to adopt a plan of greater circumspection
than his predecessor ; but he was little communi-
cative, and excited scarcely any attention. ‘

o
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EMBASSY OF SAXONY.

AY
Ul o al g oV o of

THE ambassadors from Saxony are certainly
not those to whom I am most indebted on the
score of consideration and attention, yet they.
never failed in shewing me a uniform politeness
during the twenty years I resided in Branden-
burg, nor in all that time were there more than
two ambassadors from that country : one of them,
the Baron de Stuthereim, “and the other the
Count de Zinzendorff. I have already had occa-
sion to mention the first, and what I have said is
sufficient to give an idea of his personal charac-
ter, the only distinct features of which were a
prudent reserve of manners, and a native and
‘uniform rectitude of sentiment. I dined with
him one day at the Russian ambassador’s: the
celebrated Princess d’Achkoff was one of the
company, and having named a foreign minister,
who was at that time at Dresden, M. de Stuthe-
reim pronounced his eulogium with an earnestness
that might naturally be expected to leave a pecu-
liarly favourable impression of his: character in
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the mind of the lady, if she had been a female
of an- ordmary stamp. ' “ How can you venture
to commend so emphatically a man like this,”

said she. ‘¢ I am by no means severe, for I know
well enough how to estimate your sex’s worth :

_you are all alike, weak, full of pretensions, proud,

: unjust, and invariably tyrants; yes, the worth of”
all is pretty much the same. But, though women
endure so much at your hands, and have so much

-to pardon in your conduct, this merit I at least al-
Jow yau, that whatever implies an absolute defect
of sentiment is never tolerated even among your

“sex: let me therefore ask you if the conduct of

this ambassador toward his wife does not denote

the want of sentiment I allude to? She isugly, 1
allow; but this he knew when he married her,
If the ugliness of her person justifies his want of |
personal affection for her*, does it also justify his
having conducted her to France to ruin and
abandon her; and, after squandering her fortune

_on mistresses, and other extravagances, to send

~ her back to her. country alone’ and reduced to

beggary? Well, this is trifling to what is to fol-
low. The poor wife, destitute of support, sought
an asylum under the roof of her brother ; the bro-

* It should be observed that the Prmces.s d’Aéhknﬂ' way
herself extremely ugly.
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ther died without children, and she became his-
heir, he, like herself, having been the, possessor
- of asplendid fortune. What on this occasion’is
“the conduct of the husband, who led the same

dissipated life, ‘though destitute of resources? .
He repairs to the town where she resides, and -
endeavours to bring abouit a reconciliation, or

rather to get her fortune into his own hands, and
‘once more effect her ruin. Fortunately, she

acted with a becoming spirit. On arriving at her .
residence he enters with familiarity; the- wife
was in her dressing-room.: she received him with

the easy unrestraint one' shews a common ac-

quaintance, inquiring, as she continued dressing

herself, if he intended to make any stay in the
country, where he lodged, and if he would favour
her . with his company oz that day to dinner?

“These questions, and the manner which accom- .

panied them, convinced him he had no chance of
success, and he accordingly took his leave imme-=
diately. 1 imagine it impossible to pardon in
him the flagrant want of all honest sentiment
that made him seek a reconciliation with a wo-
_man he did not love, 2 woman he had ruined and
so cruelly abandoned ; to seek a reconciliation
because she was become opulent! His with--

drawing hastily was the only parv't of his conduct: .

that exhibited the least decency or sentitent.”
VoL, I1. C B N

N
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+v.. % But,” resumed M. de Stuthereim, it is
affirmed. that his relations rather than himself it
was who were to blame in the latter affair, they
having forced him in a manner to'the conduct he
pursued.  As to the first injuries she experienced
“from him, they were the faults of a young man,
for which he is the first to condemn himself. At
all events, the commendation I have ‘expressed
‘relates to what we know of him in his present:
capacity, which in every respect appears worthy
~of the most perfect-esteem.” The princess re-
plied, for she is not a woman to temporize: but
the baron said no more. The Princess d’Ach-
koff, then addressing herself to me, said, ¢ You
manage matters admirably in France ! You make
a bankrupt of all Europe: while oppression,
‘poverty, and ruin, are every where prevalent, you
throw your thirty millions out at window for the-
marriage of your dauphin! It is true, that by-
means of the defects of the porlice you boast of
so much, your festivals are somewhat infested
- with pickpockets. Eighteen hundred persons’
perish-at an exhibition ‘of fireworks; but 'what
of this? Bankruptey, prodigality, assassination !
Oh ! Sir, this is noble! This is really fine! We

have a sovereign in-Russia, whose conduct is

quite different: she contracts no debts; she pays

with the greatest exactitude; one hiears of no |

-
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assassinations. Ifa private banking-house happens
to become bankrupt, though the empress should
have no concern with it, it is sufficient that she
permitted. its establishment, she makes up the
- deficit. ' What, think you, will postbr'ty conclude
in the comparisoni” S
As I was the visitor of the Russian ambassa«
dor, for whom I entertained, with great justice, a
strong personal attachment, and who was neces-
sarily disposed to treat with distinguished deli-
cacy the friend of Catherine the:Second, I did

not venture to reply. . I however afterward re-

Iated the whole conversation to the French charge-
d’affaires, with whom I was in company the next
cvening at a grand supper given by Count

Finck-enstein, and who, on seeing this terrible

princess cnter, said to some ladies who formed a

group around him, “ Ah! ladies, we must take.

“care of ourselves ; stand before me, I entreat you,
and do not leave me! _This lady is perhaps come
hither on. purpose to. strangle me,.as if I were

Peter the Third! Alas! she would think“it a’

mere amusement ! Depend upon it, we had bet-
ter get away as fast as we can; no one is ‘safe In
- this place! See! she is putting her hand into her
pocket! She takes out her pocket-handketchief'!
Our fate is sealed! You know the handkerchief
. is her favourite weapon.” The evening was
E2 . ’

I
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passed in such conversation as this; and it was -
with the greatest difficulty the princess could
keep up her part of sceming not to hear what
was said, for the persons near her laughed immo-
derately ‘at different times.

The health of Baron de Stuthereim altered
extremely for the worse during his stay at Berlin.
The sandy’ soil of Brandenburg was no more
‘favourable to him than it had proved to me and
other persons. He was liable to obstructions,
" and inclined to the hypochondriacal: he on this
account demanded his recal, and returned to
Dresden, when he was named minister for foreign
affairs; in ‘which vocation he continued till his -
death, which happened some years after. 4

- When I quitted Berlin to return to France, I
left there the Count de Zinzendorff, who had
“succeeded to M. de Stuthereim in his diplomatic
capacity ; aminister of no less talent, prudence,
and refinement, than his predecessor, but who
possessed the advantage of a more ingenuous
physiognomy, ‘joined to manncrs that were at
once firm, easy, and engaging. M. de Zinzen-
" dorff is worthy of a name so illustrious and re-
vered in every part of the empire. In this light
he was considered throughout the court of Fre-
deric. : | '
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A

EMBASSY OF RUSSIA.

ON the day on which I was received into the
academy of Berlin, the 15th of April 1765, after
having delivered my discourse, and M. Formey

" had replied to it, I observed a person of mid-
dling statue, somewhat corpulent and plainly
dressed, approaching me: he introduced himself.
to me by expressing the pleasure my discourse
had afforded him, and gave me an invitation to
dine with him on the following day, adding,
that if I would call on M. Formey on my way,
he would conduct me to' his residence. I ac-
cepted this invitatiod with the embarrassment
one caommonly feels on having to acknowledge
civilities from an unknown person. We with-
drew, and M. Formey informed me he was Prince
Dolgorouki, ambassador from Russia to the court
of Berlin. When dinner was over on the fol-

~ lowing day, the prince came near me, and begged

" me to consider myself invited to his house as often B

“as I had leisure or inclination to visit hm., From
this . time I'received from him the most constant
and uniform marks of friendship. He frequently

EJ
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sent me invitations in the customary form when
he gave dinners of ceremony; and if I remaineda
week or fortnight without &alling on him, he
generally paid me a morning visit, to inquire,
‘ashe said, if we had fallen out. In short, Lis
conduct to me \vas_'consfantly the same during
the twenty years I passed with him in that country 5
nor was he influenced either by great political
events, or the more frivolous causes of party spirit-
in_private societies, to change it for a moment.
The followinganecdote will give the reader
an idea of the calm philosophic temper of this
prince, and of the sort of resigﬁation with which
he encountered the different events of human
life. Du'ring the seven yedrs’ war, he embarked
as an officer of engineers on board the fleet ces-.
tined to lay siege to Colberg. Having been some-
what affected with sea-sickness, he fcll ‘into.-a -
_ profound sleep, when a terrible storm arose that
by the bravest of the ship’s company was consi- .
dered as the signal of their inevitable destruction..
An officer, at this crisis, ran to awake the prince,
- calling -out, “ Hotv can you sleep ; we are on the
brink of perishing!. ... <If this be true,” replied
* he “what occasion is there for” awaking me? [
would rather advise you to follow ' my~ exam- -
ple.” Hethen went/again to slecp. .
.Idonot recollect in what year it was that Pringe

13
.
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Dolgorouki wished to intrust me with a charge
~ of considerable confidence, respecting which he
" conceived himself bound, on the score of benevo-
lence and proi)ity, to use th¢ greatest zeal. He
drew me aside, and informed me that three per-
! sons from my country had just arrived at his houses
a young man of modest manners; his sister,.a-
.young woman of great beauty; and another who'
wastheir cousin; and, though not so handsome as
the latter, was yet extremely pleasing; and. all
belonged to a family of some consideration: that
a relation of his, being on his travels, had formed
an acquaintance with them in' France, and had
proposed their accompanying him, at the same
time offering to pay the expence of their journey,
and to procure them an este}blishment- worthy
their acceptance in Russia: that on their arrivjn_g
all together in the town of Leipsic, their/cop-
ductor had got to the end: of his pecuniary re- .
resources, and had privately left the town without
them: that the-young pér_sons, had sold someof
the effects they had with them, to enable them to
pursue their way to Berlin, and throw themselves
on the bounty of the prince; and that, as aRussian
and a relation of the persan who:had so shame-
fully, deceived them, he thought it a duty incum-
bent on him to administer his assistance. He obs
served, that it would cost as much to send theny
, E 4 »
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* back to France as to forward them te Petersburg;
that the first of these expedients would be attend-
ed with serious inconvenience and mortification
to the young: travellers, while the second pre-:
sented hopes of a consolatory nature, his relation
being a man of too good principles ultimately.
to refuse them' his assistance, ‘while their per-
sonal qualifications were such as to create a pre-
judice in their favour, under the circumstance
of their soliciting a place, especially seconded as -
they would be by letters of recommendation from
himself. He added, however, that a variety of pri-
vate considerations rendered it improper for him
to take any steps directly in the affair, but in his
 ¢apacity of public minister; that he was in some
measure obliged to conceal the earnest desire he
felt to serve the parties; and that, in consequence,
he wished to- prevail on me to constitute myself N
their ostensible patron, to which end I might
~ congert with Madame de Kameke, who was ale f
ready apprized of the circumstance, as to the best

" measures to be pursued for their proceedmg ta
Petersburg. .

I accepted this charge: a consultation was ac-
cordingly held at Madame de Kameke’s, at which -
Madame de Blumenthal, some other ladies, and
myself, were present. The first proposition that
resulted from this conference was, that of sends
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ing the young persons back to their country from
“one Russian ambassador to another; a proposition
- Iimmediately opposed, representing that it could
not but be mortifying to one of the parties and
dishonourable to the other. At length a plan
was agreed on; and every one having contributed
something for the expences, and resolved on de-
manding a handsome addition from Prince Dol-
gorouki, I found myself enabled to set them on
their journey: I accordingly procured them a
hired carriage‘to take them to Dantzic, and gave
them instructions in writing how to proceed from
. thence to Petersburg. - At the moment of setting
“out, they recollected that it was unfortunately
the first Friday of the month. To enter upon their
expedition upon such a day was in the eyesof
the two ladies an omen of infallible misfortune.
It was in vain I rallied them on this frivolous
kind of apprehension; I could notvanquish their
fears, though I prevailed on them to undertake
 the journey.* This miserable superstition had not
the influence that by weak minds would be
imagined, theirj journey having proved extremely |
fortunate ; for. 1 have since learned that each of
the three were soon provided with proper situa-
* tions, and that the beautiful sister had married a
merchant sufficiently affluent to afford her all the
comforts of life, '
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In proposing to treat of the persons of the:
prince’s household, I shall say but a few words
concerning his secretaries: one of them, named
Berezin, was cousin-german to Prince Potemkin,
with whose whole history he made me acquaint-
ed. The reader, I imagine, will peruse-with satis-
faction a few traits relating to it, which I con-
 sider the most w orthy of engaging his attention.

Potemkin was not only not handsome, but his
face was altogether hideous and disgusting: he
squinted, . and was -also bandy-legged; but his‘,r
height .and 'strength were both inestimable; to
which advantaoes he joined that of having the .
finest hair of any man in all the Russias. His
custom was .to give audience while his hair
was dressing; accordingly, he stood commonly
behind a sort of balustrade, on which he leaned,
and from thence observed all” the nobility of the

~empire, who respectfully watched the moment
of his casting on them the slightest look, or his
~ pronouncing merely, Good day. If he wished to
_speak to any individual among them, he apostro-
phised him by his name, with the addition of Padi-
proche; padi-souda: . (Come here; leave me.) These
“words were the utmost extent of his politeness,

d were sure to obtain a prompt obedience,
accompanied by so Jow a bending of the body
~ that the hands almost touched the (rround “This

1
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man, who never ‘paid his debts, commanded in
the spirit of a despot. No one could have been
‘more calculated to-awaken regret for the loss of
Prince Oilow, who had used every endeavour
to render the high favour he enjoyed obnoxious
to no one, and, confining himself solely to his true -
sphere, had Imiform]y refused to interfere in affairs -
that belonged to the administration of other per-
sons: he made promlses but seldom, and these he
faithfully accomplished ; lastly, he succeeded in
palliating by his politeness the refusals to which
" he found himself compelled.
Potemkin was an orphan from his earliest age,
extremely mdlfrent, and wholly destitute” of re-
sources, 1f we except a dependance on his uncle,
. Colonel Berezin, who at this time took him under
his protection, and provided for all his neces-
sities: this officer, who, in consequcnce of several’
wounds, had been obliged to quit the service,
was not affluent, for in the reign of Peter the
‘Great government took from him a possession .
~of immense extent, an équivalent for which was
~promised him, but never granted. The uncle,
now advanced in years, on recéivfng the intel-
-ligence of the ‘elevated situation of his nephew,-

came to Petersburg, from the furthest extremity

of Muscovy, in the hope of at length obtaining
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reparation for the injury he had sustained: his
nephew, hoiﬂve‘ver; received him with coldness,
asked him what was his business in Petersburg,
and declared the present was not a time to think
of the requisition he had in view; he next gave .
orders that the' colonel should be no more admit-
ted to his cabinet. , '
Berezin, indignant and agonfzed with a sense
of his humiliation, would have left Petersburg
that very moment, but that he was prevailed on .
by Prince Nariskin, an old friend of his and
master of the horse to Potemkin, to wait the re-
“sult of further importunity and perseverance, from
which he himself expected the most favourable
effects. Accordingly, the respectable old man was
every day to be seen an humble ‘and despairing
dependant in the audience-chamber of his un-
~ natural and ungrateful nephew. Atlength Prince
Nariskin, whose long services in the court had
obtained him the privilege of speaking with
sincerity, ventured to say to Potemkin, Do you
know that your uncle, my old friend, passes every
morning in your audience-chamber, a prey to
disappoirtment,” hope, and solicitude? Will you
do nothing for him? It is really necessary to bring
. this affair to.a conclusion.” .... “ Let him go
' about his business! I have been placrued with hlm

- Jong enouvh' I'have more than once had amind
i ) 3 '
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to put it out of his power to continue the obtru- -

_sive part he is playing..  Let him go about his bu-
- siness! I beg you will tell him so; and that, should

he persevere, I shall find a way to make him .
repent his importunity.” ... * But he is your .
uncle.” ... . “ He may thank his stars for this cir-
cumstance;; but let him take care of himself.”. ...
The old colonel accordingly left Petersburg to
conceal his shame, and indulge his grief and re-
sentment in the sclitude he had left. '

- Pierre Lafosse, so celebrated for his skill in the

veterinary art, and also in that of riding, and for

his treatises on the former subject, received du-

ring his residence at Vienna, from the Russian

ambassador at that court, such pressing solici-
N ‘

tations and positive promises, that he repaired to

Petersburg charged with letters for the ministers,
and with dispatc'hes foxj Prince Potemkin, con-
taining urgent recommendations in his favour.
Lafosse could not have arrived more opportunely

~ for Prince. Orlow’s successor. .This fortunate

successor had just at the time a diseased horse,
which no Russian could cure: the horse was per-
haps the finest in the empire, and had been pre-

“sented to the great, fat, and gigantic favourite by
~Joseph the Second. It will easily be imagined

Pierre Lafosse was a welcome visitor, and that
he was always sure of the most courteous recep-



62 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

tion 5 that the horse was shewn to him and com-
mitted to his care ; that Pierre Lafosse had a sta- .
ble built on purpose that he might treat so rare
an animal with every possible degree of atten-
tion ; that in a few months he effected a cure ;
that he was then thanked with all the exaggera-
tion of false gratitude, but that he™received no
remuneration for his disbursements, none fcr the
time and care he had bestowed ; that his egress
to the prince was afterward prohibited, as if he
had been his old uﬁcle; that, in a word, nothing
was done for him, and that he left Russia as he
would have escaped from -the den of a lion or a
leopard. This may serve as an instance of the
civilization that obtains in courts, and penetrates :
even to favourites.

Pierre Lafosse arrived at Berlin, where he de-
livered me some letters with which he had been
intrusted ; and as he stayed some time in this ca-
pital, I took every opportunity of cultivating his -
acquaintance. I swore to entertain, for the rest

of my life, the most sovereign contempt for all- .

~ the persons who, living in courts, should have
too little morality not to fear the effects of their
contagion, and should on the contrary aspire to
nothing better.than receiving as his aliment this
fatal poisen.
--Not a single Russmn passed through Ber.m,
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nor a single foreigner on his way either to or from

. Petersburg visited that city during the twenty

‘years I was»—?ginhabitént, whom I did not find
means to see and interrogate as far as decency
would allow : accordingly, it was frequently

“supposed I had travelled in Russia. I saw Fal-

conet on his way thither ; I saw him also on his

“return: L.was of the number of persons to whom

he gave pieces of the granite stone, of which the
pedestal of Peter the Great is formed, and which
was ‘generally in request for making into sleeve-
buttons. ’ s v - ,
The reader will probably derive some pleasure

- from my inserting in this work such facts as have.
‘come to my knowledge on the subject of the Or-

lows. - What I have to relate respecting -them
may be reduced to three points. First, their

- family; secondly, the part they took in the death.

of Peter the Third; and, thirdly, the private

“character of him among them who was known

, by the name of 7%e Scarred (Le Balafre). But it

appears to me I ought first to relate two anec-
dotes of a curious nature respecting Catherine
the Second, that I believe are but little notorious.

It is well known this princess was born and
educated at Custrin, where her father, a’general

in the service of Prussia; was governor. The
. Baroness de Printzen, who being unmarried had
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been maid of honour in’ this humble court, has
frequently conversed with me concerning both

this young personage and her family, neither of

-whom at this time imagined she would one day
‘become the sovereign of a great empire. < I
was present at her birth,” said she: ¢ I witnessed
the education she received, and the progress she
"made in her studies ; I even assisted in packing
the apparel which had been prepared for. her
nuptials. She placed in me sufficient confidence
to enable me to flatter myself I knew her better
than any other person. Well, 1 confess, I never
supposed she would have merited the reputation -
she has since acquired. In the whole course of
her early years I uniformly observed in her a con-
siderate, cold, and serious temper, no less foreign
to every kind of sally than to caprice, thought-
lessness, and error. In a word, I was 4convinced,
' she would be a woman who would not exceed:
mediocrity of talents. Judge, therefore, of my
' surprxse on viewing her the heroine of such strik-
ing adventures.”

While the empress was grand-duchess, she
was attacked by a dangerous disease, from which
she was rescued by the skill of a French sur-
geon, who some time after ;returned to his native
country. When she became in reality the sove- ‘
reign, she recollected the service this person had
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“rendered her, and sent him a brevet for a pension
f ten thousand livres. * As'I have the misfor-
tune,” said she, “ to be without the power of
bemrrof service to the authors of my existence,
at least let me serve the man who preserved that
existence.” What gave occasion to this ob-
servation was, that the princess her mother,
who died a short time previous to her accession
to the throne, had lived in circumstances below
mediocrity at Paris, whither she retired, and in
which place she occupied a small hotel at the
back of the Luxemburg. I make no mention of
" the brother of -Catherine, he having lived and
died in an obscure station.
- What will most excite the envy of amateurs
in regard to this princess is the construction of
her library. To procure a book standing on such
a slider, nothing more was necessary than to
press the finger on a button marked with the cor-
responding number; the slider instantly ad-
vanced, and brought down the book to the
height convenient for reading: to return it to its
place she had only to draw "out the button
which had before been pressed back as far as it -
would go.” It is upnecessary to add, that the
mechanism requisite for this operation was hid in
the frame, and not visible to the naked eye.’

The Orlows were five brothers: the eldest,

VOL. II. e ‘
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who would accept of no-place, was of no proe
fession, and was denominated the Philosopher ;
the second, who was made a prince; the third, |
who was the Scarred, or Balafre ; and two others,

who bemg consxderab]y younger, attracted no

.observation.  All five were of a stature and
- strength superior to what is commonly found,

at least in Europe. The second was the hand-
somest of the brothers, and the third the most

~ athletic: the scar he had in his face was occa- B

sioned by a wager he had laid when he was.

~ a young man, that he would fight I know not

how many grenadiers at a time, in which at-
tempt he came off conqueror, though not with-

- out his receiving a wound in his face, the mark

of which he retained ever after. With respect
to their origin, I have but a single fact to relate ;
for the truth of which I no further pledge myself

_than by assuring the public that it is here re-

corded in the same terms in which I met thh
it in print.

I went one day to a sale of books at Berlin 3
it was in the afternoon. On entering the auction-

- room I perceived M. de la Gr*** already seated

near the table: [ obtained a chair near him, and
we proceeded to examine the books laid on the
table before us. M. de la Gr¥**¥ took up a pam-
phlet covered with blue paper, and contaxnxmr
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. about fifty pages; it was an account of the events
that took place in Russia at the time of the death -
of Peter the Third, and was written by an officer.
My companion turning over its leaves, was struck
with a passage which he shewed me, and we read
it together in a low voice: it stated, that Peter
the Great having condemned all the Strelitzer
rebels to be beheaded, and, Yo shorten the la-
bour, caused a block to be placed before him, on
which he dispatched the culprits with an axe, it
happened that in a short time "a spirit of emula- -
tion arose among these rebels for the honour of
béing beheaded by the hand of the anointed of
the Lord; an emulation that was carried so far, -
that a remarkably tall and handsome man, com-
ing up to the block just as another had taken his
place upon it, laid down his-head also, that he
might be beheaded by a chance blow: that Peter
the First, struck with this excess of devotion to
him, granted the man a pardon, who afterward
- proved the grandfather of the Orlows, through
whose means Peter the Third, descendant and
successor to Peter the First, was deprived of life.
What would Peter the Great have said, adds the
author, if any person then present had prophesied
that this act of mercy toward a common soldier
would become the death-warrant of his poste-
rity ? We could not continue our reading, for
: ' F2
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our pamphlet, worth about one penny, was put
up and knocked down at the enormous price of
-a ducat, and would have fetched still more if it
had been known that the purchaser was a person
employed by the Russian ambassador, with orders
to buy every copy that could be met with at any
price. - -

"The public has been presented with numerous
" accounts of the particulars of the death of Peter-
the Third. I will relate that which was com-_ .
‘municated to me by a young Russian, who be-
ing under the particular patronage of the minis-
ter for foreign affairs in Russia, had been allowed
access to all the official papers preserved in'the.
-archives of the state, who assured me he had ex-
tracted the following particulars from some ori-
‘ginal articles: '

Peter the Third had resolved to shut up his wife -
‘inaconvent at the furthest extremity of Muscovy.
This intelligence was published by the Princess
‘d’Achkoff, who had wormed the secret from her
sister, Mademoiselle de Woronzoff, mistress to
Peter the Third. A council was held, to which
~‘the Princess d’Achkoff, Gregory Orlow who was
- afterward made a prince, and some other persons
of confidence, were "admitted: among others,
‘Alexis Orlow the Scarred, Count Panin, and
‘Prince Repnin. In this council it was decided,
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that the regiments of guards should be gained,:
while Peter the Third remained at his country
residence, a short distance from Petersbure. The
guards were xmxmdxate]y gained, so faithful to
their trust were the emissaries they employed;
and this at the expence of a single rouble to each
soldier to purchase some brandy., Peter hearing
of the event, consulted with Marshal de Munich,

~an officer of consxderable celebrity, and at thlS
time turned of eighty years of age; he filled an-
office near the person of the emperor. The
~ marshal replied, that one thing only could be
- done; which was for Peter to repair instantly to
Petersburg at the head of his Holstein guards,
and present himself in person to the regiments
of Russian guards, before any of the steps agreed

on should be in a state of forwardness. Peter .

had not the necessary courage for this proceeding,
and Munich in consequence left him, saying,
“ You thus connive at your own inevitable ruin; -
from this moment I can do you no service, I will
therefore bury myself in solitude. Adien.” Pe.er,
who had now no resource but in himself, ‘and in
the lamentations of his mistress, began to try the -
effect of a negotiation, Message followed mes-
sage ; and after different propositions had been
made, the emperor determined to make his escape
to Germany. He accordingly reached Cronstadt, -
‘ F3 '
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but he was too late: the governor of that town
shut the gates, and declared he and his attendants .
would be fired upon if they did not leave the spot.
He therefore was compelled to return to his
country residence, where his next step was to
. propose making a solemn abdication of his em-
pire in favour of his son, whose regent and pre~
ceptress should be Catherine. 'He at the same
time proposed to retire to the duchy of Holstein,
which should be his only possession.
~This proposal was at first received by Cathe-
rine with satisfaction; but the Orlows and others
objected, saying, < It is natural that, at the mo-
ment, you should perceive only real advantages in
the project in question. " In fact, you would by
" this'means hold the reins of government without .
opposition, without contention, and without de-
Jay. But let us examine the future. Peter will
retire to Holstein,  Should he hereafter regret
the empire he will have lost, he will have no
means of himself to endeavour to regain it; it is
not therefore him we have to consider, but we
should strictly watch the operations of the dif-
ferent cabinets of Europe in consequence of this -
event. In which of them will it not be believed,
that could its interference be the means of recon-
ciliation between you"and yodr husband, it would
hence derive unlimited credit at our court? Must

'
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'

_not the sbvcreign who should effect this reconci-
- liation, on the part of  the emperor from motives
of gratitude, and on yours from those of decorum,
" .be considered as our nearest ally? This recon-
* ciliation therefore, depend on it, will be the ob-
_ ject and aim of every power of Europe. To
this effect theg'will .all labour in concert with a -
kind of pertinacious rivalship. " In this case,
~ Madam, shall you be able to refuse yourself to
 their exertions? Shall you be able to resist the
effects of such a combination, especially should
it be favoured by circumstances that oblige you
to employ the most conciliatory measures with
the intercessors? Resist the solicitations of all
Europe! But to suppose this possible, would be
the extreme of folly! You must then, sooner or
later, be reconciled ; and thus, sooner or later,
must we too, who are now arduously engaged in
serving you, be in some way or other made
your victims. - With our‘blood will this recon-
ciliation be sealed ; our heads will be the price
of the emperor’s return. Humiliations, ruin,
proscription, general execration, the scaffold or
poison, these will be the recompence of our zeal.
In matters like these, Madam, nothing is to be done
by halves: he who takes the first step’ should
never yield to obstacles or fears.”

Catherine had rotbing to reply to tnese power.

F 4
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ful reasons. She began to weep, and her co-
adjutors advanced in their proceedings, without
even asking her consent. She was in no other
way the accomplice of the death of Peter than
by observing the silence to which she found her-
. self reduced. )

Three men, the most robust that had been
known at’ Petersburg; Orlow the Scarred; a -
major, who by some was said to be Prince Baras-
tinski or- his brother; anda orenadler set out toge-
.ther and surrounded the person of Peter, undet
the pretext of being the bearers of the answer of
the empress. The two first advanced with Peter
toward the window, to deliver, as they said, their
message to his privacy; while the grenadier, who
was posted at the door as if to guard it from in-
grusxon? followed quietly behind them. - When he
Was near enough, Orlow and the major suddenly
seized Peter by the arms: the grenadier instantly
threw his sash round his neck, and gave him the
hemorrhoxda] chohc, of which he died. The em-
peror struggled more violently than was expect-
ed, but he was much too weak to disengage him-

o~ self from three men of such strength.

‘Such were the principal circumstances I heard
related I was also told some others, but they
were of too small importance to claxm the atten-
tion of the :eader ‘ ‘
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Though Prince Orlow was not so strong as his
brother, yet his strength must have been consi-
derable, if another circumstance I have heard re-
lated be true. I have been assured that, when
the oath of allegiance to the empress was admi-
~ nistered to the regiments of the guards, Prince
Orlow, who was captain of a company whose
uniform was in the Roman costume, having given
orders'to his men to this effect, an officer ex-
tremely athletic in his make stepped forward, ex-
claiming that he had taken that oath to the
emperor, and consequently could take it to no
other person. On this Orlow, laying hold of
“him across the breast, hurled him out of the ranks
with so much force, that he fell to the ground at
a considerable distance: at the same time Orlow
turning partly round to his company, in an impe-
 rious tone pronounced the word Marck; he was
mstant]y obeyed without even a reply, so com-
pletely were his troops subdued by the resolutc
act he had performed. :
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PART IV.

FREDERIC AND HIS GOVERNMENT,
CIVIL AND MILITARY.

T'ux above title would furnish matter for,a well-
filled volume, wcre I to undertake to enter into
" the detail of the government of a soverelgn, who
more than any other has labqured in his vocation, -
or atleast has infused into his labours a more per--
fect spirit of order and regularity. It is impossi-
ble to recollect without astonishment™ all the
achievements of this monarch during the forty-six
years of his reign. Let us examine every branch .
of his government successively, numerous as they
are, and we shall see not only that no one of them
did he neglect, but that there is no one of them’
that did not appear to be the sole object of .~
his care, and in which he did not execute an -
infinite number of grand enterprises, which would
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have required the whole life of an ordinary manm,
however assiduous or laborious. But I have
already many times observed, that I am not.
writing the history of Frederic the Great; I con-
fine miyself to the relating of the most interesting
anecdotes of his reign, with as much accuracy
as my memory will allow of. In this place, I
shall present the reader with two kinds of ancc-
dotes, extremely different from each other; that
is, with some that relate to his civil government,
and others that concern only his military govern- .
ment,
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CIVIL GOVERNMLINT OF FREDERIC.

y -

FREDERIC in his civil administration was, of
all the sovereigns who actually govern by them-
selves, or of whom history has transmitted the
conduct and actions, the most moderate and in-
dulge;{f. This will be fully demonstrated in the
anecdotes I am about to relate. The only ex-
ceptions that should be made from this assertion
are, first, certain impulses of passion, most fre-
quently excited by powerful considerations; and,
secondly, the faults connected with the secret of
his transactions with foreign states or the depart-
ment of his finances ; and, lastly, what related to
his military discipline, which will be treated of

hereafter.. With these exceptions, it may be
, affirmed that he had laid it down as a principle
to pardon to the full extent his regard for public
order would be found to allow of. It is not hence
to be inferred he was indifferent to good and evil.
The persons over whom he had thrown the mantle
of indulgence were at the same time no less
the objects of his contempt : he no longer receiv- -
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ed them if they happened to be persons he had
formerly admitted to his society, or, if he received
them, it was to overwhelm them with marks of
his contempt; he no longer employed them if it
were possible to do without their services, but,
in a word, punished them neither by the act
of the law, nor his own direct authority, when
such punishment could be avoided. )

I ought to add, and it-will hereafter plainly
appear, that when he found it impossible to ward
off the blow of vindictive justice, he at least
endeavoured to mitigate the punishment to the
utmost in his power, During the twenty years I
passed in his capital, I do not recollect the exe-
- cution of any other criminals than that of soldiers
convicted of homicide. Will it be ﬁrgéd that
this lenity was calculated to multlp]y delmqucn-
cies, and endanger public safety? This would be
to deduce a consequence absolutely contrary to
the truth. The firm character of Frederic, his
‘well-known prmc1p1es, his uniform vigilance,
which he also requxred of every man who held a
ppbhc oﬁace, exhibited his conduct in this parti-
‘cular in its true pownt of view. It should also be
observed, that the lenity he exercised toward the
> .guilty did not in reality amount to impunity: the

laws were severe, arid no individual ventured to
. promise himself that he would be prevailed upon

A
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to mitigate their rigour. Frederic did like the
senate of Venice, which took care to excite the
utmost dread in its subjects, and maintain in this
_ respect its ancient reputation ; and which by -
. these means succeeded in being compelled to
execute sentence of death on only one culprit
in the course of a century.” We have aIready‘
seen proofs of this, and to these I will add some
others. :
The grand secret of - Fredenc, in pardoning
~continually without producing pernicious conse-
quences either to the public or his own authority,
was, that on two or three occasions it was ap-
parent of what firmness he was capable: it was,
that he took care to maintain the reputation he
had acquired of an absolute inflexibility of cha-
racter; it was, that no one was ignorant of the
excess of his vigilance, and of the certainty that
no one fact escaped his knowledge; it was,
too, that he loved ‘and was the advocate of
the administration of justice ; in a word, it was,
that the good he sought to dispense gained
him the love of his people, while the greatness
of his character imposed awe on the most daring
among them. This no doubt is a secret worthy
our admiration; but it can be known only to
elevated minds.
The reader will find hxmself mistaken if he
3
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imagines, judging from what has gone before, that
in the succeeding anecdotes nothing will meet
his eye that is not deserving of the same applause.
The man we are contemplatmg is one of the
greatest that has existed, but not a perfect man;
or, if I may be allowed the expression, he was a
chimera. Frederic exerted all his powers for the
discovery of truth, and did not always succeed.
- To produce good, he sometimes had recourse to
evil means. That he might give due encourage-
ment to intelligent and zealous subjects, he was
not unfrequently the patron of hypocrites ; and to
promote the empire of justice, he was himself
more than once guilty of injustice. But in cele-
brating his memory we would represent him only
as less imperfect than other men, his personal
glory being less the objects we have in view than
the triumph of public usefulness and truth.

We feel it incumbent on us, while entering upon
the detail of certain anecdotes, to take also ‘a
transcient sketch of the principal branches of the
Prussian government. ~This government has a
form peculiar to itself, which on that account
alone claims our attention, though it is perhaps
~a government less known than those of the re-
_motest countries. The French, for instance, are
less acquamted with the Prussian government,

. though bordering on their territories, than with
2 . ’
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that of China, in which they are infinitely less
concerned. Yet it is by its internal government
particularly that Prussia has raised herself to a
degree of prosperity that astonishes all Europe;,
-and in which she still finds means to sustain her-
self, '

VOL. 11, - 6
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OF LAWS.
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THE Frederician code has been the subject of .-
the warmest eulogium, and it is true that it wasa
favourite object with Fredericto create a code,and
that he had been occupied by such a project dur-"
ing his whole life. In the early part of his reign
he pursued his scheme with ardour: he conferred
incessantly with M. de Coccei, his chancellor, on
the subject, who gave him regularly an account’
of the exertions of his fellow labourers in this
undertaking., The principal of these was M. de’
Jarriges, magistrate of Berlin, perpetual secre-
tary to the academy before the time of M. For-
mey, and chancellor after that of M. de Coccei.

- The fruit of these first labours was a volume in
folio, which M. Formey translated into French, '
under the title of Code de Frederic, in three vo-
lumes octava. This publication contains nothing
more than the practical rules of proceeding. M.

~«de Jarriges, on being appointed chancellor, ceas-
ed employing himself in what ' still remained to -

‘be done. M. de Furst, his successor, did not

]

&
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even think of pursuing the undertaking. In
short, M. de Crammer, successor to M. de Furst,
resumed the Herculean task, and éccomplished-
in reality a new code of laws, with which, how-
ever, the public were but little satisfied. I have
been present when the severest criticisms have
been passed on many important articles of this
code by different lawyers of acknowledged ta-
lents, and when they have stated their objections
even to Frederic himself. It is, however, this very
code that is at present the oracle of Prussia, at
least in a very‘considerabl; degree. Frederic
has adopted it, convinced that a wise man should
seek perfection, but not hope to reach it. He
was aware that M.M. de Coccei, de Jarriges,
* and de Crammer, had proved themselves no less
“skilful than laborious, and that it was from time
alone he could expect a work more perfect than
theirs. It should also be observed that he never
failed to distinguish these three persons with
marks of the highest consideration; particularly
the first, whose name is_ still held in esteem
throughout the country. ,
Independently of the tribunals for the parti-
cular departments of:the decisions of the direc-
tory, of those of particular branclies of the ad-
" ministration, and of the French tribunal of jus=
tice for the refugees, &c..there are three main’
c2 - '
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././"%“M%?mcxples of justice observed The seductions
*/( of oratory are every where prohibited ; it is for- -
bidden to advocates to employ their eloquence,
or rather there are, strictly speaking, no advo-
cates in these courts. There are only referenda-
ries and notaries, who perform the offices of ad-
vocates and attorneys. The cause is first stated
to the court with simplicity; the judges then
proceed to examine the different pleas of the
parties, and afterward deliberate and pronounce
judgment.. The referendaries or reporters: are
young - students who aspire to the function of
judges: theirs is an intermediate situation, in
which they must have laboured many years before
they can be appointed to a superior office. °
Notwithstanding this simplicity, and all the.
precautions devised by Frederic and his chancel-
lors, it must be confessed that chicanery finds its
way into. law proceedings no less in this country
than in the other countries of Europe. I had
. but two affairs of this kind to discuss with men
of. the robe at Berlin, and they were termi-
nated without the least delay, because they would
not venture to impose upon a man honoured with
the favour of the royal family. ,
The first of these related to some costs whlch |
had been incurred in a proceeding against a
bankrupt, Who, to say the truth, was a sum of

.
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‘money in my debt, but against whom I had not
presented the smallest claim. As I did not pay
the portion of the coststhey thought proper to allot
" me, at the end of a year a demand was made upon
me for it, with the addition of a fine for my neglect.
In another year I was again applied to, and now
another fine was added. . I could not on this oc-
“casion keep.my temper; I swore to the tipstaff
who was the bearer of the claim, that the first
~ time he should dare to repeat his visit on the
~ same errand, I would punish his impertinence.
This declaration produced the desired effect.

The second affair concerned one of my friends,
who, on leaving Berlin, had confided to my care
the music of seventy French comic operas, all of
which were cast in their proper divisions and fit for
immediate performance. The Baron d’Aruhim,
who filled the office of director of the theatres, had
called on me, and represented that sO xaluable a
store would be extremely useful to him, and
that accordingly he was disposed to purchase the
whole. Upon tlns, I offered to send him some- of :
the pieces for a short time. ,The term I had fixed »
however elapsed, and I heard nothmg from M.
d’Aruhim ; but I received intelligence that the é
pxeces I had vainly requested to have returned
were in the hands of several persons,. for the pur-
pose of bemg copied. President de Robeur re~-

I
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commended me to a gentleman of the law, who,
previous to commencing the cause, had an inter-
view with the baron, and found means to excite
“in him apprehensions that prevailed on him to
return the music the same day. :

I need not remark that in Prussia the king is
the sole legislator : at the same time there are,
‘however, established forms for distinguishing the
law from the spontaneous or accidental will of
the sovereign; but these forms are recurred to
and employed agreeably to his commands. Never
did Frederic enact a law without first consulting
_ his most able ministers and law officers: but this
precaution was with him an act of wisdom, zeal,
and prudence; it was not a measure rendered
necessary by the very basis and nature of the go-
vernment. For all this we may be certain he
-was not over fond of such 1mped1ments, his
active, firm, and fertile genius submitted to them
- with repugnance: “I do not like your parlia-
" ments,” said he frequently to the Frenchmen
with whom he conversed; < these people crouch
and kiss your feet, only that they rhay tie your
hands; they take a servile posture, only to arrive
with the greater certainty at a despotism over the
“whole body ; all with them is either hypocrisy or
derision, T do not like that people should seek -
- to decelve me, nor to be the object of derision.
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Besxdes, they often do more harm by the- de]a)s
-and perplexities they occasion, than they do good
by the wisdom of their councils, or all the pa-
thos of their most humble or most insolent re-
monstrances.

A story that has been often cited, is that of the
catholic soldier in garrison in one of the towns of
Silesia, in which there was a chapel celebrated
for the extraordinary devotion paid in it to the
Virgin. Her statue which adorned tht altar was
ornamented with the gifts of her votaries, many of
whick consisted of the most valuable jewels. This -
soldier, when he was not under arms, passed whole
days in one of the corners of this chapel, edifying
bis spectators by his self-collectedness, his earnest-
ness, and his devotion. By degrees, people were

‘accustomed to. seeing him, and ‘would have
thought it a sort of crime to watch his motions;
'so that finding himself at length for the most
part without witnesses, he robbed the statue of
every thing valuable about it. When the theft
was discovered, every one was suspected; not
even the pious soldier escaped. He was exa-.
mined, and one of the ‘most costly of the stones
was found in his possession.
‘He was immediately brought to trial, and the
false. devotee was found guilty of robbery and
sacrilege, notwithstanding his persisting to de-
© G4
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clare that the kind and. holy Virgin, touched
with his zeal, had ‘miraculously made him a
present of the diamond. The sentence was laid
before the king to be signed previous to its exe-
cution.  Frederic assembled the most. cele-
brated catholic theologians of Silesia, to pro=
nounce upon the following question: * Is it pos-
sible, according to'the doctrine of the catholic
christians, that the Virgin should. miraculously
have given away what had been made. a- pre-.
sent to herself?”” = The theologians, though
they laid great stress upon the improbability of
such a miracle, in reality so little agreeable to
the- spirit of the church, could not, however,
prevail on themselves, considering the question
in a general point of view,. to withhold their af-
firmative ¢ on this, Frederic annulled the sen-’
tence ; but added, that as he had no power to
forbid the Virgin from giving away what be-
longed to her, he should forbid his soldiers, on
pain of death, to receivé any thmg she mlght in
future offer them. ‘

One of his ministers of state having presented ‘
him with the schedule of the last year’s adminis-
tration of Brandenburg, observing it was not
without extreme repugnance he demanded the
attention of - his majesty to a particular fact, but
that he conceived himself called upon, both by

1
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“duty and the office he held, to make his request :
“ What is it ?” said the king; * speak freely.”
.... < Sire, there is in your capital-a man who
allows himself, in speaking of your majesty, the
most unwarrantable liberties: this he does on all
occasions, and in all kinds of company, with a

perseverance no less criminal than the proposi-

-tions he advances: it is a public scandal not to
be tolerated.” ....  But what does he say "

¢ Sire, I dare not repeat what he says to your
majesty.” ....“ But I must know what he says,
before I can determine on the steps to be taken. °

Repeat to me, without fear, the propositions you
have been told he has advanced. - Repeat’ what
you yourself know of this kind.”... < Sire, he

does not speak of your majesty as of a great king,

nor even as of his king: the terms he uses are
those of tyrant, despot, or others of the same

meaning. Every word he utters is inspired by

hatred.” ....* And what is the condition of this
~man?”....“ His name is ***.” .. <« ] do not
mqmre hxs name ; it is of little importance.”....

-« He 4s a citizen of Berlin.”.... “ This is of no

more use than his name: what'I want to know
is the state of his fortune. What resources has
he ? Can he raise an army of two hundred thou-

sand men ?”....“ No, Sire, he is a private indi-
vxdua] Whose whole fortune amounts to a fuv

!

[
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* millions of crowns, the interest of which he lives -
upon.” ... « Ah, you have set my heart at easc!
It appears this man is no friend of mine; and
you may conceive that if he had the power of
ralsing an army, I must have thought of some
means for defending myself: but since he can
do-nothing of this kind, I bestow on him my
contempt. If, however, he should go great-
lengths, an assembly of his family may be called,
and we shall thus find means to silence him, or
we may, perhaps, confine him in a madhouse.”
No one is ignorant of the adventure of the
mill at Sans Soucx. Frederic having resolved
on building the new Sans Souci about a league
distant from the old castle of the same name,
formed the design of constructing a superb and
spacious walk that should reach from the one to
the other. ’It happened that a mill stood midway
on the ground that was to be thus appropriated :
~ this the king offered to purchase at a much
higher price than its intrinsic value. The miller
refused every condition that ‘was offered him,
" declaring he would persist in keeping his mill,
because it had been in the possession of his fore-
fathers, and that he desired no other fortune for
himself and his children. The king determined
“to speak with this man on .the subject in the
course of a morning walk. Being somewhat
: g
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irritated by the ‘obstinacy with which he per-
sisted in his refusal, the king said to him, “ But
do you not know that I may take the mill from
you if I like it #”....« Oh!” replied the miller.
with composure, “ while we have courts of jus-
tice at Berlin I am not afraid of that.” This an-
swer gave the king so much pleasure in evéry
- point of view, that from that- moment he re-
nounced his project, and the mill stood m its
accustomed place. )

We may observe, that if the vardcns of the
new Sans Souci have not been laid out as at first
intended, it was not to this honourable impedi-
ment the change should be ascribed ; it was ow-
_ing to another obstacle, as stated to me by Fre-
deric himself: to some I shall probably occa-
sion offence by mentioning it, while others will
refuse their belief.....One evening the king being
warmly engaged in proving to me that pure ma-
thematics was of but little use to any but nations
who have a navy, he told me he had invited
the great-and celebrated Euler to pay him a visit
" at Sans Souci ; that having demanded of him, as
the greatest favour, that he would "descend for a
moment from the heavens to the earth, for the
purpose of doing him aslight service, he himself
conducted him to the -place, concerning whick
he wished to consult with kim; here he ob-

-
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served to him, that an avenue: nearly a league in .
length would be extremely tiresome, i}f not va-
ried  and relieved by different resting-places and
ornaments, and.then proceeded to inform him-
that, agreeably to this idea, he had been consider- -
ing what ornament he could place mldway in
this long avenue, and that he could think of -
nothing better than a handsome marble fountain -
with a water-spout, and a double colonnade filled
with seats around it, but that, before he re-
alized this plan, it appedred to him necessary to
ascertain if water from the river at Potsdam
could ' be conducted ‘to the spot, and also what
would be the expence of such an operation ;
that he should be much obliged to him to com-
pute the two levels, measure the distances, and
make the necessary calculations for furnishing
him beforehand with the lights he was desirous
to obtain :” that M. Euler had, accordingly, em-
ployed himself several days in the proposed in- -

. vestigation, and delivered in his instructions in
. writing, which had been scrupulously adhered

to, without having been the means of -conduct--
ing a single drop of water to the spot desired.
I had not much difficulty in persuading Frederic
that such ‘an undertakmg, which more belpnged
to an hydraulical engine-maker, or even to a
land-surveyor, might fail of success in the hands
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- of M. Euler, without detracting in the smallest
degree from his reputation and genius ; he did
not, however, relinquish his argument respect-
ing the practicability of the plan he had con-
ceived. I shall conclude this anecdote with ob-
serving, that a short time previous to my leaving
the country, the above undertaking was, to all
appearance, permanently abandoned. f
I shall next relate a second adventure con-
cerning a miller, which is still more’ celebrated
than the first. ‘ ‘ ‘

~ In one of Frederic’s accustomed yearly expe-
ditions, for the purpose of reviewing his troops,
a miller, whose name was Arnold, and whose
establishment was in a small village of Pome-
rania, delivered him a petition, in which were
these words: « I pay you three hundred rix-
dollars per annum (fifty pounds) for the mill in
this v‘illage ; but Count N. has turned the course
of the water which enabled me to work the mill, .
so that I have no longer the means of paying you
my rent, or of providing for my subsistence.”
Frederic sent the petition to his chancellor,
with the following postscript: - Let justice be
~ done to the miller.”” - The cause was tried, and

the miller, Arno]d was cast.

~ The year following the miller delivered ano-
ther petition, importing, that he had lost his

/
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cause, though the facts were precisely such- as |
he had represented to his majesty. The king.
sent this petition also to his chancellor, and again

added a postscript: “ Let this cause be carried

‘to the second court, and let the greatest caré be

taken that justice be dispensed to this man.”

The miller was once more cast; and a third

pentxon was delivered to the king, in which de-

spair had succeeded to complaint. This the

king carefully preserved, in the intention of

proving the facts it affirmed on the very spot.

To “this effect his first step was to send an
old officer, who was a man of great probity, into
the canton under a specious pretext, but whose
orders were to gain the exactest information of
all the particulars concerning the said-mill, and
the use made by Count N. of the _Watér of which
he had deprived it. - The result of his inquires
was to be communicated to the king alone,” This
officer having possessions in the neighbourhood,
fulfilled his charge without exciting the smallest
suspicion; and his report to Frederic imported,
that having strictly examined the business, he
could affirm that the mill had been stopped for
} want of water, and that the ruin of the miller had -
been occasioned by the expedient employed by
the count of turning the course of the stream.’

The king had not confined himself to the in-
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. vestigation of asing’e person; but, after the de-
parture of the officer, had secretly commissioned
two other persons. of integrity on the same er-
Jand, whose statements coincided perfectly with
those of the former. ~ On the first day of his visit-
ing Berlin, after receiving those accounts, Fre=’
deric, indignant, sent for Baron de Furst, his
chancellor, and the three magistrates who had
presided over the cause: he received them with
a severity of manner expressive of the displeasure
-he felt, scarcely allowing them to urge a word
- in their defence ; and in his answers gave them
the appellation of rascals and pervertors of the
‘law. He took a pen, and with his left hand (for
he had the gout in his right) wrote a sentence
‘that condemned Count N. to restore the water to
its former course ; to pay all the costs of the two -
law-suits; and, -lastly, to pay such a sum of
money to the miller as should make reparation
for the injury he and his family had sustained. .

When he had finished his task, which to a
‘man in a fit of the gout could not but be ex-
tremely painful, he resumed his angry tone; he
sent Baron de Furst 70 #A¢ devil, declaring he no
loonger stood in need of his service, and the
three judges ‘to Spandaw, kicking them with
indignation out of the room.™ .

At the same moment that he thus dxspatchcd,
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his chancellor - and the judges at one door of
his apartment, he received me at another,'for ,
the purpose of passing the rest of the evenipg in-
conversing on ‘subjects of literature and philoso-
phy. T was far from suspecting the scene that
had taken place, which I was not informed of
till six o’clock on the following evening ; I was
ignorant that he had seen any one before I made
my appearance. o '
"I found him seated in his easy chair, his hat
on his head, his right arm wrapped round with -
a stuffing of down which descended some inches -
lower than his fingers, and the arm hung in a .
sling. -Ishould here observe, that from arefine-
ment of etiquette, and that he might shew me a
civility without seeming to do so, his ordinary
habit was to take off his hat at the moment.of my
entering the room, to lay it down, and after the
first three or four phrases to resume it. - On this
occasion, however, either because he was ill, or
still irritated, I did not obtain this dissembled
politeness. 'We began our conversation with
 inquiring what could be the reason children were
not taught to write with the left hand as well as
with the right ? : -
I replied that,” generally speakmg, I consi-
dered the'received practice of condemning the
left hand to inaction and impotence as extremely
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irrational and injurious ; but as relating to the art
of writing, I confessed I had some doubts, which
I submitted to his majesty: that it .appeared to-
" me that in exercising both hands in this employ-
ment, we might create serious inconveniences
and irregularities, which in the sequel it might
be found difficult to eradicate.

" Frederic contented himself with observing,
that the privation could not but be a misfortune, -
~ inasmuch as we could losé no one of the-benefits -
we derive from nature, without experiencing:
the unhappy consequences: that this was pre--
~ cisely his own. case; in his old age he beheld-
himself thrown back: to thc state of a mere
school-boy. :

- Not knowing how to reply to the necessxty he
stated himself to have been under to write with’
his left hand, a necessity, I confess, I did not
conceive of,.I contented myself with replying,
that it was to be regretted his majesty could not-
have had recourse to the expedient of dictation.
I had no sooner uttered the word, than his whole
countenance changed, and erectmg his fead, he'
replied in a tone the most imperious and de-’
cisive: ....8ir,” it was necessary..... Perceiv-
ing I was .on dangerous ground, my only an-
swer was assuming a modest and respectfulj
Cattitude. - .
Our conversation afterward turned on the de-

VoL. 11, . H
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pravity of mankind. We first considered this
subject in a general point of view, and next con- .
fined our observations to the vices peculiar to
different conditions ; and, Jastly, extended them
to that kind of knavery vulgarly denominated
tricks of trade (tours de baton). He now be-

came more good-humoured : he pretended there

was no condition, rank, or profession, that had
not its particular and characteristic ¢ricks of trade,
which conferred dishonour only on those who
executed them unskilfully. In support of his -
opinion, he took a survey of acertain number of
“such’ caIIin_gs._Aor professions as were known in
Europe, and pointed out, as he went on, the .
tricks of trade practised in each of them. In this
manner he passed in review, merchants, exploring
not only the bales of merchandise they export, but
their ‘warchouses also; manufacturers, both. in.
their'wox:kshops‘and their places of sale; artists,
~ as well in relation to,the model from which they
~ copys. as their most perfect productiohs; priests,

in their functions, and in the bosoms of families, .
&c. But what was most remarkable in' this
- enumeration, considering the: circumstances. that

had -just occurred, was, that he avoided:men-

tioning the profession of the law. In vain did
his thoughts hover about the subject not a syl— |
lable escaped his lips. '

The whole of this conversation has been the
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‘more indelibly impressed on my memory, from
the striking proof it afforded of the empire Fre-
deric was capable of exercising over himself,
and of the extreme attention he habitually paid
to the most trivial occurrences. On the fol-
lowing day I did not fail to learn the excess of
‘passion he had given way to about half past four,
that is, the moment previous to my entering his
apartment: I now plainly enough understood the
- animation which had influenced him to such’ a
degree as to inspire him with the resolution of
writing with his own hand the decree that was
to annul that passed by his judges, and the aw-
ful tone with which he pronounced the words,
It was mnecessary ; vxhy his thoughts . through .
the whole evening had turned to the ordinary
vices of mankind ; and why, perpetually occu- -
pied with the idea of his judges, he had avmded
- even the very mention of their calling.
. It will easily be imagined that this affair, which
at the time made a great noise in Europe, did
‘not fail to be a common topic of conversation at
Berlin. Notwithstanding the habitual forbear-
. ance and circumspection of the German charac-
~ ter, nothing for some days was talked of but the
miller Arnold, of the anger of the king, the hu-.
' miliating dismission of the chancellor, and the

1mprxsonment of the judges at Spandaw.
H2

1
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M. de Robeur presndent of the court of ap-
- peal,a magistrate whose character was held in high
esteem, no less ‘on account of his talents than
that of his extrgordinary ingenuousness and ener-
gy of temper, did not scruple to affirm, in all.
companies, that it was impossible the chancel-
lor could have been to blame in the affair, or
even at the time have known of its existence;
that the three magistrates in confinement were
equally innocent ; and that if any one deserved -
punishment,. it was he himself, who had been
sole judge in the cause, and had dictated the
sentence. The ministers de Zeidlitz and Mun-
chausen openly declared themselves of the same
opinion. .. .. All ‘this was mere waste of words,
which Frederic feigned even not to hear! It was
not by such rumours and propositions as these
he was to be shaken in his resolution. o

Six months after, however, M. Linguet, who
at the time was at Brussels composing his .41-
* nales .- Politigues, having gained the minutest
knowledge of the whole transaction, stated it'in
- his work, with all its details, in so clear a manner,
" that it could be no. longer doubtful to every
-reader that the miller -had been cast with ‘per-
fect justice. . According to this statement, which
was found to be consistent with the truth, the

__strcam of water did not reach the grounds of
(94

P4



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 101

.

_ Count N. till.it had passed the mill. It isa re-
ceived maxim in jurisprudence, that he to whom
‘the stream comes may use it to his own advan-
“tage, to its utmost extent, as lon® as it runs
through his land, provided he does not divert its
course from any one who naturally would after-
ward receive it. It accordingly follows that
“the miller receiving the stream before Count N.
‘might employ it as he pleased, while the count
had in his turn the same right. The latter,
therefore, had in no way violated the law by
_mak'ing drains, which drawing off the water to
his lower grounds, had so considerably diminished
the volume of the stream, cven above his lands,
as’ to -render it insufficient for working the mill
during a certain portion of the year. Further,
the drains were the more unfortunate, as the
lands of the count joined to the mill, which was
the side on which they had been made.
Frederic read Linguet’s’ Annales, and recog-
nized his error: but he said not a word to any
one ; he kept the secret to himself.© The count
had not yet paid any thing into court; and now
',or.de_r.s were given to receive no money from him
on account of the aforesaid sentence.” The
three magistrates were liberated, and afterward
restored to their places. The loss of the miller
was repaired, but in a different way ; and all this
" H3
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in the quietest manner imaginable, and without
the least publicity. No one remained in disgrace .
but Baron de Furst. The Countess-dowager.
de Kameke observing to me one day, on this -
subject, how painful a circumstance it was to
persons who had the glory of Prussia at heart,
“to see that ‘his majesty was partial in his distri-
butions of justice, and exercised that partiality
against one of the most gallant and upright -of
mankind; ‘I answered, I was aware that the
cause of Baron de Furst was warmly espoused
by the whole body of the nobility, because no
‘nobleman had ever requested of him an interview
without obtaining it, orever failed to be received
by him with the most obliging amenity, and this
without his taking any interest in their concern,
- while the same chancellor had not a moment to
bestow on a simple citizen.....“ You were ig-
norant, Madam, continued I, “that to vulgar
beings like us he was inacces¢ible, but of this
the king was not 1gnorant. Now theé code of his
majesty is, that justice should be impartially dis-
pensed 5 he therefore, on a just occasion, does

not spare from punishment a minister so culpable
of yiolating his mtentxonb. ,
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 FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

-

Lt alal ol o ol of

I SAW but one minister for foreign affairs in
Prussia; this was Count Fink-enstein, son of
Field-marshal de Fink-enstein: he - had been
minister in Sweden, when he was no more than
twenty years of age, and on leaving that country
succeeded Count de Podewils. Count Fink-
enstein lived to a great age; and preserved his
post to the last,  Frederic, however, at a certain
time gave him M, de Hertzberg for a coadjutor,
who was less so in title than in reality. M. de
Fink-enstein was extremely well qualified for the
functions confided to him: in representing he
succeeded to admiration; an advantage for which
he was equally indebted to an agreeable counte-
pance, extreme politeness, a subtleness of physiog-
nomy, to an acute and ready wit, a character.
“uniformly temperate and equable; in.short, to a
loftiness of manner, from which he on no occasion
-was known to depart. He sometimes, however,
fell into a humour of levity that somewhat inclin-
- ed to the sarcastic ; different epigrams of his com-
H4%



104 ORIGiNAL Anchorzs OF

- position, in whlch the ingredient of satire was
not sparingly used, are well known.

M. de Hertzberg was a man of learning and
laborious - habits; a true patriot, and whose ex-
terior was no less remarkable for its seriousness
than for its simplicity. His country house, situated
a short distance from Berlin, was consecrated to
the cultivation of mulberry trees and silk-worms,
‘and at the same time afforded an excellent dairy.
-~ All his coats that were made of silk were pro--
duced from the cods of his own silk-wérms, and
a dairy-maid sat every day at a stall before his
door, selling the milk of his cows by the pint.
#¢ M. de Hertzberg would be a perfect charac-
 ter,” said the Marquis de Pons to me, ¢ if in his
youth he had visited different parts of Europe;
but his ignorance of other countries makes him
‘believe nothing can be comparable to the sands
“that surround him, nor to the usages and man-

ners of his countrymen.” :

T recollect a remarkable fact, which demon- .
~strates the extreme prudence, reserve, and atten-
‘tion employed by Frederic in-his diplomatic
functions..... At the time that the question of
“the succession of Bavaria was in agitation, Baron

.de Hertzberg composed a memorial against the
- house of Austria, in which he urged a very close
-dilemma, by saymg to Joseph the Second; on

'. .‘a‘
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. the subject of Bohemia, « This kingdom was
elective ; the last elected king left two daugh-
ters : you are descended from the youngest; the
kings of Prussia are descended from the eldest.
“If at" the present time this kingdom is become
hereditary, it belongs rather to the house of
Brandenburg than to you. If you maintain that

it is still elective, where is your act of elec-

tion? This act has never taken place, you there-

_ fore cannot possibly have a title to Bohemia.”

* Frederic had no sooner read the passage, than

he instantly drew a pen across it, and fell into
a great rage against his minister, representing to

him the impolicy of thus gratuitously introducing

an argument to which it would be imprudent to

draw the attention of the public. “I would

not have it mentioned,” said he, ‘ even in any

‘ treaty.” ) ' _ |

-~ No cabinet could be more secret than was that

of Frederic; nor has any been known more at-

tentive, vigilant, wary, or skilful ; more active in

reality, nor in appearance more tranquil. He
pénetrated the secrets of others, but by none

were his secrets penetrated. All his political

operations are evidences of these truths. It was .
to little purpose to bear in mind his subtlety and

the necessity of mistrusting his intentions, for no

prudence could keep pace with a skill so match-

- .

-
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less. The first partition of Poland is a specimen
of this! - He set out with spreading a report that
the plague had broke out in that kingdom; and ta
preserve his states from such a scourge, he had
stationed a line of troops along the frontiers: this
succeeded ; every one, at least in Berlin, believ-
ed in the disaster; and accordingly every inha-

bitant had armed himself against infegtion with -

the vinegar of the four thieves. The surprise
was excessive when the pretended line of troops
became an army which, after a march of two
days, took’ possession of the division allotted to
Prussia in the partition. Prince Louis de Rohan,
the French ambassador to Vienna, in a letter, ex-
pressed his belief that the pretended partition

was a fable ; the Duke d’Aiguillon, minister for
foreign affairs at Versailles, maintained the same

assertion till the partition was absolutely con-
summated, and official accounts of the intelli-
- gence had actually reached the latter place.

CA Singu]ar circumstance is, that having had
the map of Poland incessantly under his eye at
the time of his meditating the partition, his atlas
remained open at the same leaf and on the same
desk in his library to the time of his death; at

“least I saw it as I have described on the eve of
my departure from the country; and on it were

q -
'

traced, either with a pencil or a pen, the lines he
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intended as the limits of the portion he was to
‘take for himself, and also that he would pre-

scribe to Russia and Austria. Was this opened

atlas the omen of a second partition of that coun-
try, or was it the mark of an operation absolutely

terminated and no longer calculated to exite in-

terest? However that may be, this circumstance,
. and no less a thousand others, proves how lit-

tle uneasiness Frederic experienced concerning

public opinion where the question at issue was

consummately important. But what best cha-

racterizes his political genius, is the justness of
his plans, the wisdom of his conceptions, and the
prudence he exercised in all his proceedings: I

may affirm, without exaggeration, that there are

few men who present us with such grand and
inestimable lessons in the study of politics.

It will not be hence concluded that the de-
partment of foreign affairs. was a source of con-
siderable expence to him. There were but few

clerks in the government offices at Berlin, be-.

cause these few really executed some employ-
ment. On the other hand, the ministers not
unfrequently took copies of letters themselves,

and always wrote their own letters. The envoys

or plenipotentiaries he maintained at foreign
courts had small stipends; and 'Frederic never

failed to recommend to them #ot t0 be sparing of

[ o
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soups. This was his expréssion for intimating
that they should give frequent dinners. -“ But,”
said Baron d’Hamon, who had been his am-
bassadar to Paris and the Hague,  he does not
allow us sufficient to.give good dimners.” In
- fact, to the ambassadors he sent to Paris, Vienna,
London,and Petersburg, he gave a stipend of only
six thousand rix-dollars: other ambassadors had
only four thousand. In my time, at Berlin, Fre-
deric _proposed sending Baron Kniphausen to
Vienna ; but he refused, observing, « I have had
the honour, Sire, of being your servant at Paris
" and at London ; in the first of these missions | ex-
pended the value of one of my estates, and of a
second in the othert I have now but one left for
my. support ; allow me to preserve it. Your
majesty may easily find . persons who will a‘cquit‘
themselves of. the office, while they spend no
more’ than the six thousand rix-dollars allowed
“them; but this is a secret I have vet to learn. I
should either ill accomp]ish my mission, or ruin
‘my fortune.”.... « Well,” said the king, who,
though well aware of Kniphausen’s ability, at the
‘same time wished to seem desirous principally
' to_oblxge him, *let us consider of some other
office for you, for you should not be left without
' emplovmeht think of it vourselt and let me
"know how I can seneyou : DR

-
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The baron took care not to solicit the place of
minister : he only asked to be appointed director-
general of commerce to the grand directory ; and '
this he obtained. ' Lo

I know of no Prussian who, being employed .
on foreign missions, did not more or less injure
his private fortune. ‘I might cite as examples
Colonel Coccei, ambassador to Sweden ;_M. de
Goltz, to Paris; a M. de Reederer, to Copenha-
gen; Count de Nostitz, to Madrid; and many
others. I except from the above remark only
M. de Borck, who was at Dresden when Fre<
deric saved Saxony from the most horrible fa- -
mine, by furnishing the country with supplies of
corn from his own granaries.

Baron de Kniphatsen had in the sequel many
imitators: every one dreaded and endeavoured
to evade the brilliant and honourable office of
minister to foreign courts; and Frederic was more
than once obliged to have recourse to foreigners;
*in which case he gave the preference to Italians,
because he considered them the best versed in
matters of economy, and because their country
being divided into small sovereignties of different
kinds, he judged them to be less exclusively at-
tached to their native soil, or to a particular form
of ‘government: in addition, the aptitude of the
Italians in every branch of politics and the diple-
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s2atic department is well known. Baron d’Hamon
kad nbserved certainly the most rigid economy in
his office, but then he had not avoided the ex-
treme of meanness, and had been too unskilful
-to conceal the frugality he was obliged to prac-
tise ; for this reason he was recalled. “ They
boast so much-of the fowls of Paris,” said he one
day to the king; “ but I can assure your majes-
ty that I never ate a good fowl in that place.”....
“1I can easily believe you,” replied the king;
“ but it was because you would not pay the
price of the best. You took care to buy the
starved fowls: 1 know you well.”



" FREDERIC THE GREAT. . 111

THE GRAND DIRECTORY.

IS al o o oW oW )

THE minister for foreign affairs, the chancel-
lor, and the ministers of the courts of law, exer-
cise their several functions independently of any
authority but that of the king. But this is not
the case with the other ministers, that is, with
those charged with what is properly denominated
the interior administration, or the government of the
country. . The last-mentioned ministers form a
body, 'or, what'is called in that country, a cel-
lege; and this is named ¢%¢ Grand Directory. In.
this directory every minister gives an account of
the affairs of his department; he is himself, in
reality, no more than the reporter of such affairs,
~ at least as far as the introduction of any new

dispositions are concerned.” But this reparter is
further charged with seeing all the orders exe-
cuted which issue from the grand directory. I
believe no country has so great a number of mi-
nisters as Prussia. Evyery province has one to it-
self, and. there are in addition, in the directory,
 the minister for the war department, the minister .
‘ i
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for religious worship, the minister for post-horses,
and the minister of finances. It is by means of
the -directory that the unity and consonance of
the measures to be adopted are established.
Each minister knows precisely what has been
prescribed on ogcasions' similar to that of which
he is to speak : every one must be sensible of the
infinite advantages of this mode of government.
The decisions of the directory are always con-
ducted in the name of the king; no one speaks.
but the king, as though he were really present..
The different affairs are examined and prepared-
in distinct offices, which are called ckambers:
thus there is the chamber of the works, relating.
~ cither to the constructing or repairs of such.
buildings as belong to the king ; the chamber of. -
domains for business. relative to royal manors, .’
canals, &c.; the chamber of finance; the cham-:
ber of the colonies, of comnmerce, of manufac-,
tures, &c. . All these chamBers, besides their:
. mm\sters, have privy counsellors and other per-.
sens of different ranks, under I know not how . .
many various titles, and for a diversity of func-
tions extremely multiplied; for in Prussia no.
man’s place is a sinecure. The chambers of fi-.
nance that exist in the provinces are also subor-,

dinate to this grand directory.” These take cog-
nizance of all taxes, of agriculture, forests, posts

1
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¥ . - . '
1ing; the colonies, the royal manors, which latter

comprehend nearly a third part of the Prussian

‘dominions, and the produce of which constitutes
the greatest portion of the revenues of the state,

A certain number of counsellors go yearlyto the _
villages, and examine if every inhabitant keeps
the portion of soil he rents in proper cultivation;
each being obliged to cultivate yearly such a.

number of acres out of the total in his posses-

sion. By this means, the whole being subject to
a certain vigilance, is maintained in good order,
while all that, properly speaking, belongs to ad-
ministration centres in the grand directory.

- . The arrangements for post-horses is not on the

same footing in Prussia as in France; with the
exception of a few inconsiderable towns, it is

here a concern of the king’s alone. The post-

master is not the proprietor of a single horse ; he
merely keeps a list of the horses to be had of dif-
ferent inhabitants in the town he lives in, which,
on the arrival of travellers, he. sends for in their
regular turn. The hire of the horses is paid to
the post-master, who is responsible to the king ;

“no other profit accrues to the inhabitants but ac-

cidental perquisites and a present made them
at the end of the year, by the chamber of finance

‘or domains, in proportion to the number of

VOL. 1I. NI
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horses they have furnished and the journeys they
have made. In other respects, particularly that
of the inconvenience thus brought upon them,
they consider it as a duty they owe to the king,
or as a kind of tax. The post-masters are gene-
rally superanﬁuated military officers, on whom the
favour is conferred as a sort of recompence for
their service. .
Persons employed by the state to take a jour-
ney obtain an order from the grand directory for
‘being furnished gratis with horses throughout
the route; an order that is communicated to every
post-master within his circuit: so that such per-
“sons find horses every where ready for their use,
and proceed with much greater expedition than
other travellers, though the expence they-incur
for that article amounts to no more than the
customary perquisite. This arrangement is the
‘means of considerable saving to government.
There is another still more essential, at least for
‘private families and the traffic of books: it is
that books and articles for food are conveyed at
a very low rate by public carts: a salmon, for
example, that should weigh forty pounds, and be
transported to the dlstance of forty ]eagues,
would cost for the carriage no more than forty-
exght sous. The consequence of this order of things
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is, that holders of country Janded property, resid-
ing at a court or in cities, may enJoy its produce
at a trifling expence. ‘
. The chambers of finance grant mine years’
Jeases of the royal lands, with right of sporting
and fishing in any part ot the tenure; me
'game -keepers have the rwht of killing game in
any part of the forests intrusted to thexr care:
but both these are obliged to send such a supply
of game to such a prince or princess, or to the
king’s kitchen, on such a day, so that the cooks
in the royal kitchens know beforehand what they
shall receive of this kind in such a week and in
such a season of the year.- Hence it follows that,
independently of the saving in the royal expen-
diture, the persons to whom this obligation at--
taches, takes particular care to encourage the
breed of the different kinds of game. ' |
The royal kitchen is then supphed in thxs.
" manner, without expence, not only with game,
but with wood for fuel, and butter, which comes
from a dairy established on a prodigious scale
by William on the Hawel in Holland.

- Every ‘thing in this country is on a plan of
economy, the details of which would be infinite.
As to sporting, it was the object of Frederic’s
abhorrence. Any ~gentlerﬁan known to be ad-
dicted to this passion would wholly have lost his

12
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esteem. ~ His nephew, to procure himself the
pleasures of the field only once or twice a year,

did so with every possible precaution, that the
intelligence might not reach the ears of Frederic.

“ The butcher,” said this monarch, ¢ even the

butcher does not kill animals for his pleasure; he

does it for the necessities of man : but the sports-
man kills for pleasure; this is odious! The

sportsman therefore should be placed below the

butcher in the order of society.” ,

From what has preceded, it is apparent that
the general regulations of the police fall naturally
within the sphere of the grand directory ; which,
_however, did not prevent Frederic from having

at Berlin, at least, a distinct minister, under the
title of lieutenant of police, who seldom received
orders but from himself; besides this, there are
also many articles specially confided to another
- public officer, called ke fiscal general. - 1 shall not
interrupt the natural course of my undertaking to -
‘state in what points, or to what degree, their
~ functions .are similar, but shall simply remark,
‘that those of the latter are principally connected
with the administration of justice, and, those of
the former with the order and tranquillity, or se-
curity, of the ¢itizens. :
~~ Whatever the nature of the circumstances in
which Frederic found himself, he never deviated

/
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‘from the principles he had embraced. On the
contrary, he took advantage of difficult situations,
to manifest the more signally how inflexible he
would be in their observance. This remark is
particularly applicable to the vigilance he exer-
cised over the distribution of the laws; not only
- those relating to property, but those relating to"
the police.

After the first campaignr for the succession
of Bavaria, France and Russia at length agreed

to march fifty thousand men respectively against

Joseph the Second, should the latter refuse ta
accede to their proposals: The fifty thousand
- Russians were already in Poland, so that a few °
months only were necessary to throw them inta
action, should this be requisite. This army was
to be commanded by Prince Repnin, who
was then at the court of Prussia in quality of a
negotiator. Prince Repnin, however, was not
to be intrusted with the detail of the military

operations ; but, under his orders, the celebrated
" Suwarrow, with whom I was afterward several
times in company, and who one day, at Prince
Dolgorouki’s, related to us the following anec-
dote : : '
“ What a singular man is your king!” said he.
“ No man that breathes is so consummately un-
tractable! - No means can move his obduracy.

10

-
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I have just had with him a remarkable adventure,
which had nearly tried me to the utmost. At
my departure from Petersburg the empress in-
trusted to my care some dxspatches for Frederlc,
which 1 knew were no less pressing than im-
portant. [ was requested to execute my jour-
ney with all possible diligence; and the ob-
ject of my mission was of itself sufficient to pre-
vent my admitting the least delay. Itis easy to
conceive what I had to endure from the inactivi-
ty of the Prussian post-boys. I paid them hand- -
somely, and incessantly repeated that I required
the utmost speed. Well, all this procured nie no
one advantage ; I might as well have spoken to
-§0 many automatons, S :

© ¢ When I wasin Pomerania the evil was at its
height, and this precisely when my stock of pa-
‘tience was exhausted. Such was my situation
when 1 fell in with a pbst-boy more complete-
ly inactive than those tbat had preceded: in
vain did I entreat, in vain did I reason with him,
in vain promise him a handsome recompence, or
threaten him with my vengeance; he took but
the longer time for lighting his pipe, and rested
his horses but still oftener, and became too abso- .
lutely insolent in his answers.  No longer able to
contain myself, I applied half a dozen strokes of
my cane across his. shoulders, which I assured
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him I would repeat if he did not proceed faster.
This means succeeded, and the fellow at length l
~ mended his pace; but on reaching the next
stage, he preferred a complaint against me to the
magistrates of the town, who gave me notice
that, conformable to the laws, they were bound
to take me into custody, to stand my trial in con-
~sequence of the said deposition against me ; those
" laws strictly prohibiting, under heavy penaltics,
that any traveller should strike a post-boy, against
- whom his only resource was an application to
the magistrates. I observed, that if they detained
. me, they became answerable for the serious cons
sequences of my detention. I shewed them my

~ dispatches bearing the Imperial seal, and ad-

dressed to their sovereign; and they remarked

" the order with which I was decorated. Al this

served to intimidate them, and they suffered me

to Jeave the town. - L

«It was natural for me to foresce that they

would acquaint the king with the whole affair.

But as I had the advantage of starting first, I de-.
termined to profit by it, by relating the adven- .
ture to his majesty myself, in the first audience

I should obtain. -~ 3 s

* No sooner. was I arrived at Breslaw than I
was sent for, and obtained a perfectly gracious re-
ceptlon. The most engaging expression of coun-
- 14 C
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tenance, the most courteous attentions, the most
lively. mdxcatlons of genuine interest, the sin-
cerest joy at seemg me ; these were the demon-
strations on which I relied: to his question,

" Have you had an agreeable journey 2 1 brleﬂy related

that the post-boys, particularly in Pomerania,
had exhausted my patience, and that the inso-
lence of one of them had compelled me to strike
him, thoucrh the blows I gave him were rather
calcu]ated to exute his fears than to do him harm; .
that the’ magistrates of the first town in which
we afterward changed horses, understanding the
hroent necessxty for my proceedmg to receive
and execute the commands of his majesty, had

_decided_ on allowing me to continue my jours

ney. .
“ From the ﬁrst sentenceI pronounced on the .
subject, I had. before me'a man of an exterior

* perfectly different. The whxsﬂe one hears at the”

opera does not occasion a more complete and -
instant a change of decoration. . From that mo-
ment he was the most serious, the most severe,
and coldest of men: in this spirit he heard me to
the end, and when I had ﬁmshed my re]atlon, be
pronounced, in a tone that might have chilled
me with apprehension, Generaly you may. think
_your:e{f Sortunate, He then hastened _to ta]k ‘
on other subjects, and consequently to resume
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‘the urbanity with which our interview com-
menced. . . ‘ .

« I declare to you, Gentlemen, I never before
so fully understood what a sovereign is, and
what he ought to be, to govern his people well ;
to be unremittingly penetrated with the sense of
bhis various duties, and ready to protect public

~order and the laws. His establishnients for post-
ing are organized i such a manner as to make
the most patient traveller desperate y but till this
order of things undergoes a change, it is indis-
putably his duty to protect the post-boys, who-
are not the authors of the evil. Reform your
laws if this be necessary, and if it be practicable
so to do, but in the mean time consider them as
sacred. I.am ignorant what answer he sent to
the magistrate ; for I heard no more of the af-
fair.” o

This M. de Suwarrow, at the time I am
speaking (about the year 1779), was more than
forty years of age: he was short and thick in
stature, but well built; one might say he was
sapless rathér than lean, and perpetually in mo- -
tion. I never saw any thing so rapid as his
looks, his speech, his repartees, and all his ac-
tions. He seemed to desire to do a thousand
things at once, and often passed like lightning
frqm one idea or undertaking to another. For
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my part, I was tempted to consider him as a sort
of madman ; and the Russians themselves agreed
with me that he possessed a most extraordinary
singularity of manners, though they persisted in
representing him, in other respects, as a general
of the greatest worth and consummate skill now
existing. I felt no surprise on hearing subse-
quently, either that he ordered twelve thousand
"Poles to summary execution, for having defend-
ed their country, with the greétest valour, against
the powers concerned in the partition; nor on
hearing the most honourable and truly original
part he acted in taly and Switzerland, in espous-
ing the cause of Austria against the French,
though twenty years before he had been eagerly
disposed to espouse the part of the French against
the Austrians. :
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FINANCES.

BN AP )
e

- WHAT I have already observed respecting the
grand directory, has no doubt sufficed to give an
idea of the system 'of finances adopted in the
‘Prussian states. I shall, however, present the
- reader with some details respecting the taxes, the
public treasury, and the order prescribed for the
accounts. ;

What is understood by direct taxation is, in
Berlin at least, nearly unknown; no more than
twenty-four sous per month were ever assessed
on me, under the appellation of military service.
The principal revenues of the state are derived
from the produce of the royal manors, that of the
excise, the duties upon exports and imports, -
and the tolls on the rivers and canals; the least
important articles are the lottery, the wood for
fuel in certain large towns, the duty on snuff, the
postage of letters and horses, besides the inconsi-
derable direct tax I have above mentioned. '

I do not include in the list of the revenues of the
state a great number of particular establishments,
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which, though extremely uscful to the country,
may be classed either among the objects of ex-
penditure or receipt, according to ‘the circum-
stances; such as the manufacture of porcelain, I-
know not how many others of wool and silk,
that of arms established near Spandaw, the store-
“houses of corn, &c. &c. ‘

The .manufacture of porcelain, established at
Berlin, is one of the most extensive in Europe: .
it has risen almost suddenly to such a degree of
perfection as to rival that of Saxony in the ex-
cellence and beauty of its productions. I have seen
in it whole services of porcelain, of equal elegance
and richness, which had been manufactured for
the empress of Russia, the Prince de Soubise, and
M. de Vergennes. In its early state of progress,
Frederic had recourse to a singular means for pub-
lishing its existence: as the Jews resident in his
dominions were obliged to solicit his permission

~ to marry, he bestowed it only on condition that
the betrothed should purchase porcelain to a cer-
tain amount, relying that, they would not fail to
bring the article into circulation. '

“The manufacture of arms, situated under the
walls of Spandaw, was established by King Wil--
liam. The persons who inhabit it are families
who are natives of the bishopric of Llegc, each

- of which has a house and garden to itself, and
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the necéssafy forges; they are supplied with
water by different canals, that in their turn are
supplied from the river which passes at a small
distance. The manufacturers are paid the price
they agreed for, which is moderate, for every .
article they furnish. ]

Frederic had ceded this manufactory, as well as
thatof caps for the grenadiers, tothe house of Danm
and Splikgerb, who advanced the funds that were
necessary, and furnished the articles to the king
at reduced prices, with the exception, however,
of the branch of the reﬁning of sugar, the price
of which was subject to their own regulations. -

The King of Prussia has considerable granaries
of corn in different towns, which, owing to his ex-
cellent management, cost him very little, and are
exempt from the risks to which great accumula-
tions are commonly subject : the buildings, instead
of windows, have only a sort of shutters, which
keeps out the rain without impeding the free
circulation of air. The boards of the floors are
closely Knitted together, and the walls are in good .
condition. The heaps of corn, which must not
. exceed certain dimensions, are multxphed accord-
[ingly, &c. .

‘When the price of corn is low, the granaries
are filled; when it experiences a rapid rise, the
soldiery, and even the people, are supplied from

: 2
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them with bread. If war is declared, the ample

provision in store of this article precludes every

solicitude relative to, the sustenance of the army.

- 1 have been witness when Frederic, in time of
dearth, has supplied all Saxony with carn.  No
doubt he sold it at a high price; but then he re-

“stored to life a whole nation whose only remaining
resource for existence was to browse the grass of
the fields.

The lottery produces less than it might be
made to do. Frederic granted a lease of it at a
reduced price to two families of distinction, who
had become unfortunate, and on whom be held
himself bound to confer some benefit.- He had
been offered for it by other persons the sum of
sixty thousand crowns per annum, and he granted
it. to Count de Reuss and Count de Heich-

stetd for thirty-six thousand per annum. The
latter of these has sometimes said jocosely, that
three drawings of the lottery produced a dowry
for one of his daughters. :

" At the time of my leaving Prussia there were
no fewer than fifteen hundred silk looms in the
country ; the king having bestowed on this branch
of commerce a pamcular degree of countenance:
He had erected spacious buildings for- several

- manufacturers in the art, and a premium was glven ,

on such silks as went out ‘of the Lmvdom the
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_plantations of mulberry-trees were extremely
numerous. ‘ .

Baron de Hertzberg patronized with the most
signal encouragement this manufactory: he gave
meédals, and even sums of money, anrually, to such
of the artisans as had produced more than five
pounds of silk. The whole of this establishment
is subject to the control of the grand directory,
and under the superintendance of a M. Mayet,
whose father was a manufacturer of Lyons: he:
was a man of Jetters, and had filled this station at
Berlin ever since the year 1776. The prosperity -
of this branch of manufacture should properly be
ascribed to Frederic; nor did he pay less attention
to the woollen manufactories which throughout
Prussia were considerably numerous. That of
' Lagerhauss, at Berlin, was one of the most cele-
brated, and furnished all the broad-cloth for the
regimentals of the military officers, the price and
quality of which were necessarily regulated be-
‘forehand. =~ This manufactory belonged to Mes-
sieurs Schmitz, a family of Aix-la-Chapelle, and
had been the foundation of their fortune.

"The financial system. of Prussia, which more
than any other has been admired and celebrated,
is the order established and followed in the dif-
ferent treasuries and the public accounts. Be it

our task to demonstrate that this commendation
' 1



128 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES 'OF

‘has been justly merited, © The first brinciple in=
variably laid down on this subject is; that the
public treasures being a sacred and national de-
posit in the hands of a treasurer, who should he
dispose of it in any manner foreign to the orders -
he received concerning it, were it for a few hours
only, is an unfaithful servant deserving of death.

I will relate an example of this kind which
happened in my own time at Berlin. Baron de’
Gerne, a man of regular habits and of the mildest
and most urbane manners, by the death of his
wife whowas much older than himself, became the
sole possessor of a fortune that produced an in-
come of at least a hundred and twenty thousand
livres. This fortune inspired him with a certain
degree of ambition. He addressed himself to me,”
~ to request I would compose a letter for him that
might be the means of introducing him- to the
king, and of obtaining for him some marks of .
_dlstmcnon '

I accordingly composed such a letter for him,
one evening, at Madame du Troussel’s. He
was appointed chamberlain, and some months
after to the pIace of minister of finances, The
new minister, in the following year, proposed to
Frederic to make the purchase of one of the most
valuable fiefs in Poland, which happened just
then to be offered for sale at a low price. ...
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“ You ought to be sensible that it would be
highly indecorous that I should make myself a
citizen -out of my own dominions; but if the ac-
quisition is so extremely cheap and valuable, buy
it for yourself.” M. de Geerne purchased’ the
" fief, and was to pay for it by certain instalments :
when the time for the payment of the first was
come, the amount of which was twenty thousand
ducats, the minister being unexpectedly unpro-

- - vided, appropriated to this use a certam number

of bonds of the maritime company; bonds which=
he held as security, and which ought not to have
- been put into circulation. He fully intended to.
restore these bonds in a short time; but he was.
denounced by M. Struensee, who was the director
of the maritime company of Berlin. :
On the following Sunday, M. de Ramin, go-‘ :
vernor of the city, came about sunset with an’
escort of thirty men to the ‘residence of M. de’
Geerne, to take his excellency into custody; at
the same time taking from him his knife, scissars,
buckles, and every thing that could be made the
" means of doing himself violence. - A guard was _
placed in his hotel, and two grenadiers in his
chamber by day and night. He was soon brought
to trial: his sentence which was rigorously exe-
" cuted condemned M. de Geerne to be stripped of
all his titles, degraded from the rank of nobility,
voL.1I. - ‘K -
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aed confined-in the castle of Spandaw for life ;
the whole of his property confiscated, and that a .

- crown. per day should be allowed him for his

subsistence. - _

King William, nephew and successor to Fre-
deric, from a principle of humanity, ordered him -
to be restored to liberty; a conduct the late king,
from an apprehension of the dangerous. conse~
quences a case of such delicacy might give birth
to, would never have adopted. .

‘Frederic having ascended the throne on the
$1st of May, decreed that, during his reign, the
years should .in the transactions of his internal
government regularly begin on that day. Hence
it was that the ministers arrived at Potzdam on
the 31st of May, and respectively delivered to
the king three duplicate statements relative to
their particular department:. the first was, an
. exact and complete statement. of the year that
had xtermmated the secqnd was, a correct state-
‘ment of the ordinary and fixed expenditure- for-
. the ensuing year; and the third was, a view of
such contmgent expences as it was possible to
A foresee for the ensuing year.

“The king examined each &f them before going
to bed, and- signed such as he approved. On,
the fo]lowmg morning, he returned them to
the mmzsters, accompanied with such remarks as
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he judged necessary. By noon these vent]emenﬁ
~were returned to Berlin, and the orders were
duly dispatched to all the departments and pro-
vinces. M. de la Haye de Lannay, who was con-
sidered as a minister but had refused the title, was -
received immediately after them, and for the most
* part returned to Berlin in the evening. :
The different treasuries of Prussia took new
registers every Ist of June, the old register ex~
' piring on the preceding eve. . No one ‘article of
‘the expired year remained: if any funds. were
found remaining of the concluded year, they were
consigned to the superior treasury, though it were
- nomore than a single penny. By this means, the -
~ accounts of the ehsuingy’ear were rendered simple,
perspicuous, and unconnected with those that
had gone before, and those that were to follow-
All the inferior treasuries emptied their receipts
-~ into the superior or provincial treasuries, once in'
. every five days. These were in possession of the
exact situation of the former, as to the payments
they had to make, the amount of such payments,
the tine of their becoming due, and the persons
by whom the receipts should be signed; and these
receipts being conformable to the accountsin the
register, weretakenat the treasury as ready money..
The provincial treasurer at Magdeburg, for
example, had an order to pay, at a certain time, -
X 2
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-such a sum of money into the hands of the quarter-
‘master of sucha Vrégirment in garrison in that town, )
" who was to give him in return an authentic re-
ceipt; all payments were regulated in the same
“manner. If, by any accident, the funds -did not
come into the treasury in time, or were insuffi-
cient for the existing demands, it was incumbent
on the provmc1al treasurer to give due notice of
the state of his treasury to the general treasurer,
who took care to supply the deficiency by the
time the payments were to be made. So perfect
was the order observed in the regulations, that no
delay in these, respects was ever known to take
. place.

On my arrival at Berlm and seeing General
de Buddenbrock, he directed me to. send him
my receipt regularly on the 16th of every month,
about ten o’clock in the forenoon; and added,
I should receive, in return, my allowance for the
ensuing month: accordingly, during a residence
of twenty years in the country, no instance of
alteration in this respect ever occurred, nor even
~the delay of an hour. If it happened that I
did- not go in person to the treasury, I sent
either a male or female servant, who returned
beforg eleven with my money, for which had ,
been given in return my receipt, signed with my -
name on a piece of common paper,
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It was curious enough to see the waggons and
small casks of specie that arrived every year, on
the 2d or3d of June, at the castle, to be depo-. -
sited in the cellars as treasufeg'in reserve. These
treasures were guarded by an old subaltern officers
to whom the king granted an annual stlpend '
of six thousand livres. This officer, who kept
the key of a treasure that amounted to no less a
sum than three hundred millions of livres (twelve
millions and half sterling), was in every respect
worthy of the confidence the king reposed in
him: he was a man of the utmost probity, ex-
actness, prudence and vigilance, and of an ha-
bitually retired way of living.

Besides thls general treasure, the king had also
a private treasure, called the -privy . purse (la

_chatouille), which was kept at Potsdam, "and -
~was guarded by one of the superior servants
“of the household. - The chatouille might be
worth from ﬁfteen to twenty millions of rix-dol-
lars. - From this treasure the ng drew. the
supplies for his personal expences,- whether those-
of necessity or of mere luxury, such as castles,
- jewels, &c. He also made ,a point of paying
from the chatouille the expences of certain par-
ticular establishments ; those, for examp]e, of his
civil and military school. - ‘
The external commerce camed on-in. Prussia -
K3
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is in no way remarkable: the corn of Poland,
the linens' of Silesia, potashes, certain kinds of
timber for building, and other articles of less
importance, such as snuff, Prussian honey, &c.
are the most notable objects of exportation ; ob-
jects, howevér, that in their total value do not
balance the amount of those that are imported;
the principal of which are, coffee, sugar, wines,

sitks, and jewellery, The quantity of coffee con- o

sumed in the Prussian dominions, and throughout-
the northern countries, would scarcely be ima-
gined. To moderate the excess of this consump- |
tion, Frederic conceived the project of increasing
the price of the article: he established, respéct-
ing it, a system of regulation which he found |
“productive to himself,” but was displeasing to .
‘every.one, and did not succeed in vanquishing
the bad habit of the people. His successor soon
abolished this system, as well as that which had
been. equally applied to snuff, a proceeding of
which he has perhaps had reason to repent.
A variety of schemes were from time to time
~ presented to Frederic for the establishment of a
regular navy, but he adopted none of them. The
reason he gave for this was, that having no pos-
scssions beyond the seas, a navy would cost him
a great deal, and be but of little use. However,i
that he might not wholly abandon to other
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‘powers the advantages of navigation, he formed
the establishment of his maritime company, which
he allowed to maintain a certain number of
armed frigates, for the purpose of convoying his:
merchantmen, and such vessels as were ‘the pri-
vate property of his merchants., -

I reéeived from Paris, during the war, for the
English colonies, a commission to treat with this
company for the constructing a frigate that
should carry forty guns, and sail, armed and rig-
ged at all points and under Prussian colours, into *

"a port of France. The sum demanded for such
a frigate was fifty thousand rix-dollars: the price
was not, however, the cause of settmg asxde the
negotiation, but the length of the time required.
The maritinie company at Berlin demanded
eight or ten months for completing the vessel,
and France would allow no more than five. I
knew of there being similar proposals subse-

~ quently made, and of one in particular which
was completely successful. :
Internal commerce is with the Prussians an * -
object of much greater magnitude: tumplke-
 roads, it is true, are ~wanting ; but in a country
so level, and for the most part composed of
sandy soil, this defect is generally compensated
by numerous canals. -~ For a million and half of
~livres, canals of vast extent, comprising every
X 4
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valuable  property, may be substituted, and by

such it is that merchandise of every description

is conveyed in Prussia from the extremity of one

province to another. ‘It is impossible to have

causeways, or paved roads, in Prussia, because no

stones can he procured in the country: to re- -
medy this defect relative to the streets of Berlin,
for example, all the boats that come up the
Elbe, the Hawell, or the Spree, take on board .
at Magdeburg a certain quantity of free-stone,
which they disembark at Berlin gratis. The late
king had pavement laid down the whole way be-
tween his castle at the latter place, and that at
Charlottenburcr an undertakmfr that occasioned
cons1derable difficulty. -

M. d’Alembert, on his] journey to Prussia, after :
the seven years’-war, strongly recommended to
Frederic to make turnplke-roads in his dominions!

D’Alembert included the whole empire in this
advice; he represented, in the most alluring co-
lours, the advantages that would accrue to the:

- commerce of the country; observed that it

. would be an act worthy of the king to make
sucha proposal to the Germanic body, an” act
‘that could riot fail to do his majesty infinite ho-
nour, and that there would be the greatest pro-
" bability of the success of such an enterprise if
supported by so powerful a monarch. “ You

o
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mistake, my good fellow,” replied the king;
 the majority of the circles and of the princes
~concerned would oppose such a project for two
reasons: the first, that the expence would be.
more than could be sustained by princes already
embarrassed in their finances, and whose autho-
rity is ‘too feeble to throw the burden on their
subjects; secondly, that turnpike-roads would
afford too great a facility for the approach of
enemies in time Qf war. Our bad roads at pre-
sent are injurious only to the aggressors, while
to the feebler party, who act on the defensive,
they produce the advaptage of protracting by
several days the approach of the enemy, and, con-
sidered in this point of view, are thus rendered
* .equivalent to some millions of men added to their
armies.” - S

Frederic took especial care to avoid mention- -
ing the reason I have heretofore' mentioned, be-
_cause it coxlcerned‘himSelf alone; nor did he
apply those he had just stated to himself in par-
ticular. Yet this, I well observed, formed the .
true jet of the question.” One day I dined, in
. company with the celebrated geographer Busch-
“ing, at M. de Massaw’s the minister, who, if I
‘am not mistaken, had the department of Pome-.
rania, Busching proved that the posting roads -
in the Prussian states, and even in Pomerania,

’
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were extremely circuitous, and that nothing was
casier than to remedy this inconvenience: he
proved also, that the maps of the country were
considerably defective,” «« We are not ignorant
of this,” replied the minister; © but we keep the
secret to oursclves, because in time of war thesc
¢ircumstances give us over the enemy the advan-
tage of several days’ march ; circumstances that
not 1mprobab]y might prove the means of saving .
the state. The grand directory would no more
permit you to correct these defects pubhc]y, than
it grants that permission to the royal academy of -
the sciences and belles lettres.

- I shall allow myself in this place a short digres-
sion on the subject of M. Busching, with whom I
was -frequently in company at Berlin, where he
arrived a short time after me, and wheré he died
“along time before I left that place. In no coun-
~ try have I met with a man whose vanity was
~equal to that of M. Busching. I have heard
- of two or three persons in Europe, who said there’
were in Europe, in their time, no more than
three great men; Voltaire, Frederic, and them-
selves. To these persons M. Busching cannot be
compared, for he never acknowledgeﬂd any man
to be so great as himself ; in short, his excessive
vanity rendered him absolutely intolerable. ' When
I knew him at Berlin, he came from Russia: a
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few years after he buried his wife, whom he
caused to be embalmed and placed in his gar-
“den.’ I never heard if, after his decease, his
corpse was deposited in the same place, agree-
- ably to a request he had signified.
I shall say no more than a few words respect.
. ing an object to which, during the whole reign
of ‘Frederic, he paid the greatest attention: I
mean his colonists, M. de Hertzberg has en-
tered so diffusely into the details relating to them, -
in the different memoirs he has composed, as to
leave me little to say on the subject.. The Prus-
sian states, particularly in the most sandy pro-
vinces, present the traveller with little more than
a succession of immense deserts that cannot fail
‘to depress his spirits. The seil in them every
where  consists of sand it is true, but it is ex-
tremely fine, and contains a saline property that
prevents it from bemg wholly barren. © Vege-
tables for the kitchen, for example, have here a
greater delicacy of flavour than in other parts of
Europe, which in a great measure compensates
the inferiority of other productions; for the hus-
bandman can sow scarcely any grain but rye in
so.light a soil, nor does he hope his harvest will ~
produce in a greater proportion than that of four
grains for the one hie sowed. . |

But we should also observe, that a sma]l por-



140 ~ ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

tion of labour only being required to turn'so light
a kind of land, agriculture is carried on at a’
very trifling expence.’ On this soil, and prin-
cipally in the vicinity of rivers or small streams,
it is that Frederic has established an infinite num-
ber of foreign famllxes, who were originally sent
to him by his recruiting parties, who every year
procured him as many as they could. He built
small houses for these families, with such conve-
niences as were suitable to thelr condition, and
gave them a small piece of land for cultivation;
they were supplied with money for buying neces-
sary utensils and a few head of cattle, and to fur
nish their subsistence till the time of harvest. In
this manner Frederic succeeded, notwithstanding -
the wars .in which he, was engaged, in augment-
"ing his population consnderab]y, even in hlS poor-
est provinces.
~ What [ have observed of the soil of Prussia -
" should be understood as applicable to all the pro-
vinces, with the sole exceptions of the duchy of
‘ Magdeb‘urg, the bishopric of Warmia, and Silesia,
in which districts the soil is extremely fertile.
Westphalia, * the principality “of Minden, the
marches of Brandenburg; Pomerania, Prussia, and
nearly all the newly acquired territory in Poland,
have all a 5oil composed of sand. -. Hence it may
easnly be mferred that the people of such a coun-
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try cannot, generally speaking, -be rich, and that
it is with great reason they are not burdened
with ;many taxes; and the more 'so, as every la-
bourer is compelled to devote three days of the
week to the service of the lord of the manor. ’

All these circumstances justify the practice
adopted by the King of Prussia, of amassing trea-
sures in times of peace, to supply the necessary
expences of war: without this what resource
could they hope for, considering that they are
nearly destitute of the advantages of commerce,.
. and -possess few well fortified towns ?

 Qur peasantry are much happier than yours,”
said General de Buddenbrock to me one day:
“at a former period- of my life I travelled
through France, and 1 observ'ed, universally, that
your peasantry were without shoes or stockings ;
in our provinces, on the contrary, you will not
find a man who has not a pair of boots.”...« The
~ contrast would be still more striking;” answered
I, «if you were to bring together, as objects of -
comparison, a Russian or a Laponese, and a Nea-
politan ; for, on the one hand, in addition to the
boots you speak of, you would see an excellent
fur cap and pelice ; while, on the other, your Nea-
politan would have nothing but a shirt. It ap-
pears to me that, to decide if the people of a
nation be prosperous or wretched, we should not

Fe
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compute what they have and what they have not, ,
but rather what are their necessities and what
their means of satisfying them.

¢ In a country so cold and humid as thls, the
* peasantry, notwithstanding their boots, have still
much to endure from the climate, and would
soon be a prey to a thousand infirmities if they .
had them not. In France, where the climate is
more temperate and the soil less humid, the pea-

santry derive still more pleasure than profit from
 the hoarding their shoes and stockings for winter,
nor does it appear that they suffer any inconvcni-‘
ence from the custom.,”

A short time previous to my arrival at Berlin,
Baron de Hagen was appointed minister of the
- finances: he was 2 man who had found means to
gain the entire esteem of Frederic, but who at
bottom was a_compound of hypocrisy and ava- -
rice. * My wife having a complaint in her lungs,
in consequence of the fatigues of the j journey; she
- was advised by Dr, Meke] after trying a variety
of medicines, to drink asses’ milk; the season
being, however, far advanced, my wife was fear-
ful of makmw the experiment, and luckily found
“in some other means the desired relief. 4
~ Tam ignorant in what manner Baron Hageh
gained the intelligence that asses’ milk had been
préscrlbed for her ; but he sent me a note, signed
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with his hand, in which he requested me to come
to his house on the following morning at such an
hour. I did not fail of being there iy the time
appointed, though unable to conceive the object
of his summons. What was ny surprise to find
that he had sent for me to shew me a she-ass he
had in his possession together with her fole! The
minister in his night-cap conducted me in person, -
and as it were by force, tohis stable, that he might
still have a pretext for pursuing his euloglums on'
both these animals. - °

-1 in vain protested I had not the least sklll in

. she-asses, not daring to add that I was somewhat

better qualified to judge of he-asses; nothing could
stop the torrent of his encomiums: in addition to
which, [ was compelled to listen to his account
~in-what manner the creature had been conveyed
from the district of Halle, at a prodigious expence, -
for a sister of his who had been recovered by
drinking her milk; and all this, in short, to prevail i
upon me to believe that my wife in trying the
same remedy would receive a similar benefit, and-
that in ceding me the animal with her fole for
. thirty crowns, he parted with them for nothing.
I did not care so allege in excuse, that the
season was too far advanced for drinking asses’
" milk, for he would have combated this reasoning;.
- but thanking him abundantly, I'declared that,
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bcmg for the present in lodgings, I had no possxb]e
means of receiving her, but that I would look out
. for different accommodations, and acquaint- him
* with the result.  On my return home, I met a

French refugee of the name of Michelet, a part- -

ner in the house of Bitaubé, and one of the wor- -
thiest citizens of Berlin. As I placed an entire
confidence in M. Michelet, and he had on dif-
_ ferent occasions done me service, I gave him an
account of the visit I had just made to the minister,’
to his she-ass, and her fole, ¢ What could you
- possibly do with these animals?” replied he. *“ No
one in this. country takes asses’ milk but in-the
,midst of summer. - Madame Thiebault could
not now make use of it but with considerable-
risk of unfavourable consequences. Besides, can
M. Hagen’s ass possibly have much milk at pre-
sent? I doubt it. Her fole is already a large
~animal; the milk she has must therefore be thick,
heavy, and difficult of digestion. In short, he -
- wishes to sell you his ass for thirty crowns, and.
~ you may buy as many as you please for ten each.
~ The reason of his taking all this trouble is, because
he did not succeed in selling the animal in the
two or three last markets, to whxch I myself saw
her conducted.” .

I wrote the same evening a Ietter to his excel-
lency, in which I expressed my cancern that 'I
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. could not take advantage of his kindness, as it
would be quite out of my power to accommodate
his ass; I assured him of my extreme regret; and
‘begged him to accept the homage of my grati-

" tude. L N

I found it necessary to relate the -above anec-

‘dote, that the reader might be the bettérjudge
“of others to which it naturally leads«me. The

- first is the unfortunate history of M. Clement and
- his whole family. This M. Clement had, for
many years, carried on a mercantile concern in
the ports of the Levant, from whence he had re-
turned to Aix-la-Chapelle, his native country, with
a handsome independence. Unfortunately, how-
ever, he conceived and communicated to Frederic
a flattering project of maritime commerce for the
Prussian states, a project that was adopted by
Frederic,” who granted M. Clement all the con~
ditions he demanded. These conditions ‘were,
that Clement should be the director and president
of the administration of the company of the ma-
ritime commerce; that to this concern he should
associate a banking-house, which should. have
similar establishments depending on it, in Peters-
burg and other places; that, to ensure and facili-
tate these operations, he should himself have the
direction of all the monies; that, on the other

hand, he would embark his whole fortune in the

VOL.II. '~ L ©
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enterprise; and that, in the mean while, an ample
allowance should be granted for the support . of
himself and family, the amount of which was spe-
cified in the treaty. I use the word #reaty, be-
cause the conditions were in fact approved by
~ the ministry, signed by the king, countersigned
by the cabinct secretaries, and rendered authentic
by_the minister for foreign affairs. ’
Clement accordingly delivered in his whole

fortune: the company was formed; the commer-

cial objects of the project were set in motion;
a banking-house was opened at Petersburg. After
all these preparatory measures had been taken,
M. Hagen refused to consign the money to his
care; and soon after, in violation of the most posi-

tive promises, refused to honour the bills drawn:

upon him by the house at Petersburg; after which

he succeeded in persuading the king that M.~

Clement was the sole cause of the discredit into
which that house had fallen. He represented
- him as & man equally destitute of commercial
talent and a spirit of order. He caused him to
be arrested and thrown into prison, where he
suffered him to want common necessaries. His
wife and. children were left wnthout means for
their subsistence, though. the whole fortune of

- this family was in his hands, not e\ceptmg even
the very jewels,’ ‘

»
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. 'The misfortune of M. Clement was complete:

‘a humour made its appearance in his legs, which

swelled by degrees and afterward burst. The
worthy Dr. Fritz, though he had never been ems

~ ployed in his family, from motives of humanity

took charge of him on this occasion, and furnished
him with the necessary medicines. In addition
there was another debtor in M. Clement’s apart-
ment, a native of France, and a partner in the

Manchester manufactory of the house of Laurent

at Amiens; this person, who was half an idiot;
had some pigeons, the filth and offensive smell of
which were extremely injurious to the patient;

. whose every entreaty to have them remdved had

t

been unsuccessful. .

About the samé time M. Hagen himself was
attacked with a complaint of the lungs; which
increasing rapidly upon him, he tonceived would
soon .prove fatal: in this condition he wrote a
long letter to Clement, in which, after acknows=
ledging the wrongs he had done him, he protest-
ed that, on the brink of appearing before his God, .

* his only anxiety was now to make him reparation;
-but that to this end he must have in his posses~

sion the treaty executed between him and the
kmg, which he requested Clement to confide to -
his care; assuring hxm solemnly that the only usé
he would make of it should be ta his advantage: - -

: L2
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.. Clement had the weakness to comply, and he
who had preserved this treaty, with all imaginable
vigilance and care, now resigned it to his greatest
enemy. - No sconer was this important paper in
the possession of M. Hagen than, as it is said, he
sent a message to the King, importing that he re-
_joiced in having the consolation previous to his
~ death of giving his majesty a new proof of his
zeal, he having procured the deed of the agree-
nient which had so unfortunately been confided
to a man of dishonest principles, and bat for his
management would no doubt have been the cause
of considerable injury to the state; that now
this person might with safety be abandoned to
the fate he so justly deserved. This action, wor-
thy of all the torments of hell, and that may be
considered as the supreme perfection of hypo-
crisy; terminated the carcer of M. Hagen.  He
died, if I am not mistaken, on the following day;
and poor Clement a short time after.. ;
Some time previous to this transaction, M.
Hagen had an adventure which, to a sordid mind, .-
was a merited source of unhappiness. Venesobre’s
heirs had been obliged to dispose of the palace - |
 their father had been' compelled to build near
one of the city gates, at the extremity of William
Street, -a palace of remarkable beauty, and of
~which I have before made merition. M. Schmitz,
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- proprietor of the manufactory, under the firm of
Zagerhaus, had declared he would be the highest
bidder: M. Hagen sent for M. Schmitz, and in-
formed him he was hxmse]f inclined to be the
purchaser; a hint that was suflicient to deter-
mine M. Schmitz to relinquish his intentiors.
. Accordingly, no one caring to venture on out-
bidding M. Hagen, he bought the palace, with
its gardens and appurtenances, for thirteen thou-
sand five hundred crowns; but his success was
not of long duration. The Princess Amelia,
sister of Frederic, and Abbess of Quedlinburg,
communicated to the proprletor a desire to have
this palace; adding, she hoped he would not
,dxsappomt her inclination. In despite, therefore,
of the pain it occasioned him, he was obliged to -
yield to the request of the princess, which at.
" once deprived him of the benefit of the disgrace-
ful means he had made use of in the acquisition,
. Another event brought him consolation, on
account of which it has been that I introduced
the above copious article into the present work.’
Count de Kameke solicited the king’s permls-
sion to visit England, for the purpose of drmkmg
~ the Bath waters; and the king, in bestowing it,
expressed a wish to see him prev10us to hxs de.,
parture. In consequence, M de Kameke went
to Potzdam: on the day after his arrival, he was
L3
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invited to dine at the castle; and his majesty, |
knowing the falhng of the count with respect to
the bottle, entertained him with excellent rhemsh
'wme, in drmkmg which he indulged freely
Soon after dinner the count, somewhat intoxi-
cated, conceived the ldea of revenging hxmself
of M. Hagen, whom he considered in reality as
the author of an unmerited affront offered to his
son about a year before. '

M. de. Kameke, the son, was a counsellor in
‘the department of domains and ﬁnances, of
which the office of presndent had just been va-
cated: the cabinet proposed that M. de Ixameke,
the son, should be appomted to it, and the ng
gave him the place ‘He accordingly recelved
visits of congratu]atlon from the court and the
town: thiree days after, he recexved an edxct, im-
portmg that a mistake in the name had been the -
cause of his bemg nommated to the place of pre-
sident, it bemo promxsed to some other coun-
'se]]or.

M. de Kameke, the father, declared he had
. _"reason to be certain that M. Hagen was the
sole incentive to the mortxfymg dilemma in which
‘his son was thus placed, and which occasxoned
'him to give in his resignation of his previous
functxon, and In future to accept of no placc
whatever o

g . L
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Such was the circumstance which secretly in-
spired the. father, when, in the courtier-like
]anguage he addressed to the king, he found
means to insinuate the well-founded uneasi-
ness frequently experienced by his majesty’s
subjects, on seeing the equity of the sovereign so
ill seconded by the persons whose office it was
to execute his orders, but who, far from this,
were unworthy to receive them, and even inca-
pable of understanding them. ¢ In whom is it,”
replied the king, * [ have thus imprudently con-
fideds”.... Sire, I -could name several; but I
will confine myself to" one alone, the minister
Hagen.”.... « You misunderstand his character,
depend upon it; he is a most vigilant, faithful, zeal-
ous, and active servant; I am well satisfied with his
conduct.”.... “ This, Sire, is the circumstance so
‘bitterly deplored by your truly faithful subjects.
Your majesty bestows the most perfect esteem on-
a man whose real character is composed of hy-:
.pocrisy, deceit, cruclty, and injustice ; 2 man
~who, if we estimate him by his talents, should be.
fed with nothing better than hay.” § .

This violent philippic made the king retire-
- from table; which he did, observing, that he.
would take care to demonstrate the considera-:
tion in which he held this quadruped certain:
people wished to be fed with hay. Frederic, on”

L4
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entering his closet, set himself to consider’ in
what manner he could punish the insolence of
Count v‘de‘Kameke,‘ and realize the measure he
had pronounced on leaving him. To accomplish
the first of these objects, he the next morning
sent a box wrapped round with several papers,
and carefu]]y' sealed, to Count de Kameke,
whose address was written on the outside, The
‘messenger in presenting his parcel, which, from
the form, he imagined to contain a large square *
box, and.seemingly filled with something ex-
tremely heavy, said, *“ The king sends me, Sir,
to wish you a pleasant journey, and to deliver to
you this parcel on his behalf.” The count, trust-
ing to appearances, and willing to exercise his
generosity, gave a dozen louis to the bearer, who
took a hasty leave. - L

- No sooner was the count alone than he'tore off
the covers one after another, and at length found
" a box made of the wood of fir; and on opening it,
found it contained nothing but sand and a billet
conceived in the following terms: “ As you'are
a ze'algus citizen, and an adept in agriculture, I
send you a specimen of the sand of this country,
thé.lt you may compare it with the soil you are
gomg to visit ; persuaded the result of your in-
vcstig;tio'n will prove extremely serviceable tq
Pussia, - T wish you perfect health,”
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'To understand all the sarcasm of this billet,
the reader should be informed that the count had
spent considerable sums in endeavours to intro-
duce the Swiss and Ennrllsh methods of cuitiva-
tion into the country, whxch had failed of success.
" As to the second point the king had proposed
to himself, which was to prove his esteem for M.
Hagen, he resolved on bestowing on him the in-
éignia of his different orders; a resolution he lost
- no time in executing, to the great astonishment of
every one, and especially to the persons who
Knew nothing of the anecdote I have related.

It was after the seven years’ war that Frederic
" most assiduously devoted himself ‘to the internal
government of his states; he gave himself wholly
up to this pursuit; and the better to succeed in
.repairing the evils this war had occasioned, and
alleviating the distresses of his peaple, his views,
so to express myself, comprehended at the same
‘moment a thousand different directions, and he
‘'was indefatigable in the discovery of the means
best calculated to promote his wishes. It would.
be difficult to take a survey of the objects he ac-
complished ; objects in their nature calculated to
employ the exertions of a century, but which
~ by Frederic were effected in-a small number of.
years. It is the province of history to describe
_ that he seemed to create at once money, men,

3 : , .
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and things. Agreeably to the plan I have pre-
scribed myself, I shall relate only such anecdotes
as the historian may be unacquamtﬁd with, or
neglect to mention.

D’Alembcrt paid a visit of some months te
Frederic, and was received by him with every
demonstration of the warmest and sincerest
friendship. The most remarkable circumstance
of his journey was, that the French geometrician
" who, considering the difference of hxs doctrine
with that of Euler on certain points of geometry,
might naturally be expected to prejudice the
king against the latter, on the contrary zealously
endeavoured to revive the Prussian monarch’s
esteem of this-illustrious rival. I Jave myseif
been witness to the lively gratitude with which
the whole family of Euler were penetrated on
account of so noble a proceeding; a pro&eding
the more pleasing from having produced the de-
sired effect, and having been wholly unexpected.

An occurrence not known at the time, and sub-
© sequently known only in part, was, that Frederic
and d’Alembert discussed together an infinite
number of questtons relative to the government,
and in particular those in regard ‘to which the
king hoped to derive assistance from the lights
and understanding of the French phxlosopher.
It was, conformably to the conclusions that re-
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sulted from these secret consultations, that the
king formed in the course of the following year
many of the establishments we shall treat of ina -
future portion of this work, and notably his civil
and military school.

Baron de Kniphausen, the Prussian ambassa-
dor to ‘the court of London, received dispatches
from his sovereign which contained the following
words: “ You are in a country that gives birth
to and is the resort of many human beings, in
‘whose breasts nature and the love of liberty .
inspire notions that are unknown to the rest of :
~ _the species. Among the persons of this origi-
nal cast of character some possess a genius that ~
might be rendered useful if its possessor knew
how to employ it; among them are found men .
fertile in the invention of systems, new com-
binations, -unexpected yet practicable plans. I -
should be glad to have a man of this descnptxon
in my court, that is, a man able to create all man-/
‘nerof projects, whether financial or others, and}
who should be equally skilful in examining, dis-"
cussing, and calculating those respecting which I

" should have to consult him. Try if you can ﬁnd

me suchaman; and, in case of your success, let’
- me know on what terms'he would consent to en-
gage himself in my service.’

The baron answered that he beheved he had
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" found in London such a man as his majesty was
desirous of engaging; a native of Italy, whose
" name was Calsabigi, the author, or rather the re~
former, of the scheme for the lottery at Genoa,
and singularly well qualified for the most com=
plex calculations, and extremely fertile in every..
kind of combination: that it was probable this
Calsabigi would not estimate his services at too
high a price, since his prospects in England were
by no means ﬂattermn and his. manner of living
indicated his being in the poorest circumstances ;
that it was at the same time of importance to in-
form his majesty that the integrity of this Italian
was at least éuspiciéus if he were not in reality a
consummate knave.
‘The king’s answer brouvl"t directions to his
-ambassador to treat with hlm instantly ; to offer
him a salary of fifteen thousand livres, and, if he
accepted the terms, to send him immediately to
Prussia.- He added: “ As to his integrity, I care
but little about it; as I have received due warn-
ing on this head I shall be on my guard; I will
put no temptation in his way, and shall keep a
vigilant watch over his conduct ; I give him leave
‘to cheat me if he can.”” Calsabigi came to Ber- -
lin, where he kept ‘a mistress and a carriage.
" The king did not suffer him to be idle, but no
further intercourse than that of a regular corre-
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- spondence took place between them. Calsabigi
considered M. de Kniphausen his benefactor, and
took every means of ingratiating himself in his
favour, till, by means of the carelessness of some
of the clerks and his own dishonourable prying
into private dispatches, he became acquainted
with the terms in which Kniphausen had de-
scribed his character and talents to the king'.

Calsabigi it was who executed all the labour of
a scheme for the establishment of a lottery ; Fre-
derick approved of it, and appointed as directors
of the whole the heads of two illustrious familes
of Prussia, whose fortunes had been reduced, as
I have already informed the reader. o

- Calsabigi was the author of a second prolect
\ylnch was also accepted by Frederic; that of a
new system and administration respecting - the
article of snuff, which administration was suc-
cessively confided to some natives of France and
~of Germany, but' which, on the succession of

. ‘Frederic-William to the throne, was lmmedx-
.ately abolished. :

' A company patronized by M. de Horsr, the

“minister, and by Count de Lottun, obtained a
contract for furnishing all the. wood used for fuel

in the towns of Berlin and Potsdam, for which
they paid the king the yearly sum of forty thou-

'szin‘cfci’qwhs. This company, which I believe at |

.
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present exists, was more than any other offensive
to the inhabitants, as in a short time the price of
wood for fuel was double. It was said of M. de
Horst, who drew a crowd of indigent persons
round his door, that he ostentatiously distributed
among them one sous of the livre of which he
defrauded the public. :

I shall say nothing of the canals constructed by
the king’s orders, the colonies he established, the -
sums he distributed, the scheme for agriculture
* he set on foot, the measures he took for promot-
ing the activity and welfare of his schools, for
augmenting the revenues of his academy, and for
the establishment of the civil and military school,
the plan of which had been for so many years
the object of his meditation. I shall resume the
two last of these articles in another. part*of this
. work, and treat in this place of two branches of

administration in which the king purposed to in-
troduce. considerable reform, the posting and the
~excise. I shall discuss the second of these the
more at large, as certain writers, or, more pro-
perly speaking, rhapsodists, and even a pretended
historian, have made it a subject for calumny
and the most absurd r’emark , .
I never knew who the person ivas who men:
tioned M. Bernard ~a native of France, to the
kmg as @ man well quahﬁed to regulate, to the

-
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_greatest advantage, the article of posting ; but_
M. Bernard arrived at Berlin in 1766, and was
appointed postmaster-general, with a handsome
sa]ary In reality, he immediately introduced
some useful alterations into this departmcnt,
which have ever since maintained their ground :
he even formed a plan for the further extending
his operations, and - would no doubt have carried
it into effect, if the persons he made choice of to
assist him in his labours had not turned his at-
tention from its proper object, to be occupied in -
contriving means to rival M. de Launay, and te
involve himself in a train of expensive and in=
considerate dissipation, which at length occa-
sioned his ruin.

M. de Derschaw, minister of the posting de-
partment, artfully took advantage of his failing,
ruined him in the king’s esteem, and founded his
own credit no less on the improvements than
on the imprudence of M. Bernard. The latter
retired under the most unfortunate c1rcum-
stances; the persons who seduced him were in-
volved in his disgrace; and Frederic, in aban- -
doning him. to oblivion, did not however fail to
_observe that the posting of Prussia was better
regulated than it had hitherto been.

I pass rapidly over the foregoing scenes, which
are as little honourable to one of the parties a5
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unfortunate for the other, and proceed to treat of
the new administration of the excise.

In 1765 the king expressed to M. d’Alembert
a strong desire to see. M. Helvetius, observing
that an acquaintance with him would be no less

useful than agreeable. In consequence of this
~invitation it was that the philosopher, . late a
farmer-general in Francv, came to Berlin about
three months after my own arrival in that place.
He first paid a visit of several days to Frederic at
Potzdam, and then came back to Berlin. I was
many times in company with him under the roof
of Prince Frederic-Augustus of Brunswick, and
in other houses, -and he was also in the habit of
resting at mine when he found himself fatigued
_ with the visits of the morning. I shall mention
three particular facts concerning him ; the first,
that he was forcibly struck with the extraordi-
nary genius of M. Lambert, member of our aca-
demy; he was the daily theme of his.conversa~
tion, of which he was never tired.” * You have
in M. Lambert, Sir,” said he, “ a whole acade-
my.. Of no one can it with equal justice be said
he is by constitution a philosopher ; a brain so asto-
nishingly, so admirably organized T never before
have met with.” I do not cxaggerate in saying

he visited him every day, and was never satiated
with hls conversation, -
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- The second fact is, that one evening convers-
ing with us about the king, he assured us he had
~one day said to him, on the subject of some finan-
‘cial project, or what is calied affairs, It is ot
_necessary, Sire, to read these projects to esti-
. mate and understand them ; their true spirit, m
plain’ ]anouage, is as follows: Ientreat your ma-
" jesty to authorize me to defraud your subjects of such
@ sum, on condition that I give your majesty a part
“of the bengfit.” This fact proves that Frederic
was not only anxious to converse with kim as a
- philosopher, but to consult him as a financier.
The third fact I have to relate wiil astonish
some of my readers, many in particular who were
acquainted with- M. Helvetius. No one is igno-
rant that, independently of the striking ard valua-
ble qualifications of his understandmo- he was in-
finitely estimable for the more uncommon moral -
principles of his heart : simplicity, firmness, per-
severance, were the ordinary features of the cha-
_racter of this extraordinary man, while the most
perfect urbanity and moderation, ‘the most rigid
equity, joined to benevolence the most noble, de-
licate, natural, and unceasing, uniformly marked
his conduct. - What [ am next going to relate is
a b]emlsh on the faithful portrait I have dratvn:
'yet ‘I will proceed, because the circumstance is
-true 3 because it is of importance to shew that all
VOL. 11. oM '

LN
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Prussia knew perfectly that the persons employed
" in the customs and in the excise defrauded him to
“as great an extent as they were able; that for a
single crown they would suffer either prohibited
goods, or such as were subject to a considerable-
" duty, to pass with impunity, and that the injury .
he sustained in consequence was beyond the
reach of calculation. I may affirm that, to my
Lnowledoe, there was not pelhaps a commercial
house in Berlin that did not have recourse to this
expedient, and it cannot be doubted that what -
was dome at Berlin was done also in other
~ places.

This was the kind of dlsorder to whlch the
king was desirous of applying a’ remedy. He
dxd not imagine that his subjects were naturally
more addicted to péculation than those of other
sovereigns, though, for certain ends, he sometimes °
ffelgned such a belief, but he supposed the finan-

_clers of France must necessarily have discovered
the proper means for curbing this species of de-
predation, and he wished to avail himself of their
experience by making trial of the same cxpedlents.
His aim was not to increase the taxes, but rigo-.
rously to enforce them as they existed; hoping the -

- Tesult would be a considerable: augmentation of
bis revenues. =With these views it was that M.
Helvetius was comm'ssioned to send him a colony
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" of financiers, amounting in all to near five thou-
sand, wha were to be chosen from dlﬁ"erent.
ranks of society.

It appears, then, that the ob_;ect of Frederic
was to augment his revenues, thhout augment- ’
ing the taxes; and in this he succeeded. He
imposed no new duties; but the agents and in-
spectors were in the sequel so \;igilantly waiched,
‘that they could not, without the rifk of ruin to
themsclvcs, connive at the frauds that before had
been so prevalent: the receipts of the voyal trea-

suries were consequently increased, while the

public, and especially the mercantile part of its
were loud in their complaints ; and these com--
plaints the more excited general sympathy, he-
cause the bestowing places on foreigners, to
which that public seemed to have a just and na--
~tural right, could not but be considered ‘as a com-
mon injury. Under. such circumstances, should
one of these strangers be guilty of a fault, itis
easily conceived how much, in passing - from the
lips of one to those of another, that fault became
exaggerated, or even imputed to the whole mass
of those foreigners.. What was no more than a

- misfortune was deemed a crime, an enormity that "’

extended to the community at large ; thus calum- -

ny is received as indisputable truth, and strength-

ens the very hatred which gave it birth.
: M3

v

-
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Men of the soundest judgment and the most
perfect rectitude fall into general errors. . I ro-
member the excellent and worthy M. de Trous-
" scl one day said to me on this subject, < I agree
with you that M. de la Haye de Launay is an ex-
cellent financier, and a man of worth, yet you
~cannot disallow that it is a hard case for us Prus-
sians to see a foreigner appointed over us, and
receive a salary of sixty thousand livres, while our
military officers,who have braved the greatest dan-
gers and supported the fatigues of so many wars,
are certain-of never obtaining the moiety of such
a salary.” ....% Sir,” replied I, “ every one re-
‘ceives in payment a portion of the benefit he pro-
cures the state: the financier fills the public cof-
fers,it is therefore with money he is recompensed;
the military preserve their country and contribute:
to its glory, accordingly with honours, decora- .
* tions, titles, are the military recompensed. If they
receive In any measure pecuniary emolument,
it is as a salary and not as arecompence ; and
the spirit in which it is bestowed is to indemnify
them from the unavoidable disbursements of their
profession;; it is in fact no more than a restitu-
tion: and would you have it otherwise ? If you
were offered the value of the sacrifices you have
made, in gold, at what prlce would you estimate
your blood? And where is the military officer of

-
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“a truly noble mind who would not consxder such
- a proposition as an insult?”
My argument might have its weight with the

- persons to whom I addressed it ; but how.could - '

. it affect the public, who had no intercourse with
me on the subject? Time only, and integrity of
conduct in the dgents of administration, and par-
ticularly in its heads, could reconcile the public
mind. In this endeavour, as far as it could de-
pend on an individual, M. de Launay. succeeded.
In his exertions he was laborious and indefatiga-
ble; he seldom slept more than twa eor three
hours in the night, and in later times, I might
say, scarcely at all. , .
~ On opening the office in the mommg, he was
found to have already performed the labour of
“many hours, and he in no way relaxed his exer-.
tions during the whole morning, notwithstanding.
- the perpetual interruptions of the different per-
sons to whom his cabinet was necessarily acces-
sible till dinner-time. I.never saw any man-in_
whorh the same ardent perseverance and pe;feqt
facility were so remarkably united. Frederic did
him no more than justice when he said. of him,
~«The king of France and I have made a sort of ex=
change. 'He has placed a Prussxan at the head

* The grandfather of M. Neckar was a native ef Stettin "
in Prussia, in Which place some branches of his family, b(?al-—
ing the same nanie, are still to be found.

M 4
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of his-finances, while I place a Frenchman at the
" head of mine ; and further, we are both satisfied
with the choice we have made.” :

- M, de Launay was a man of a. warm tempcr, ‘
" but at the same time had the kindest heart: he |
-pardoned readily, and nourished no resentment -
against any onc; he was accessible and simple,
- compassionate and generous, and active in his
friendships. He never lost an occasion of doing
good : his house was a resort of the most pleasing -
kind; and what particularly rendered it so was

the serene cheerfulness and ingenuousness of his
" manners. The persons to whose assistance he
- contributed, elther by gifts or loans, and from
whom he never- demanded a return, might be
reckoned by the thousand ; thus it was impossi-
ble he should not have gained the good will and
affections of at least the sincere and upright. For
‘along time previous to my leaving Prussia no
- complaint was made by the natives against the
“French intruders that- did not ;except M. de
Launay; and when he himself quitted the coun-"
try, I knew, from undoubted ‘authority, that he

“left behind him many friends and the sincerest =
- regrets. I will affirin still further, that the in.
© Vestigation t6 which his admxmstranon was sub- -
jected, on the accession of Fredenc-Wllham, an
lnvestlgatlon that was executed under . severe
forms and with great rigour, and which reflected

.
v
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so much honour on M. de Launay, were regarded

by the pubhc at Berlin with a mixture of con-

“cern and horror. - L

Shall I in this place ammadvert on the depre- »
dations "in such cases € _tomarlly and blindly
ascribed to persons who have filled such an office,

- without even the shadow of a proof ? Two words
are sufficient to render the integrity of this minis-
ter intelligible to the meanest capacity. M. de
Launay mdu]oed in no expences but such as de-
corum rendered absolutely necessary, for he was
the decided enemy'of all kinds of parade ; and,
after filling the office of chief of the administra-
tion of finances to the King of Prussia for twenty .
years, he returned to France with a fortune that
produced him no more than an income of six
hundred and twenty-five pounds (sixteen thou-
sand livres). I knew him, at the age of seventy,
with no other source of subsistence than the.pro-
duce of the remnants of his personal estate. Jt -
is true, Frederic had given him a legal-promise
of a handsome provxslon in case of hlS retiring :
but who is ignorant that such promises are re-

-jected by the successors of the kings who made
them? . ’

One of the. thmvs Wxth which this administra-
tion has been the most bitterly reproached was,
the subjecting the article of coffee to the king’s -
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 distribution. ‘The most ignorant classes of the
pcop]e discovered in lh]S proceeding only the™
avarice of the admxmatrators and their subalterns:
we must take for granted, that the ignorance
here implied either secs amiss or does not see at
~all; in the last of these cases suspicion, obtrudes
itself, and manufactures fables that are afterward
substituted in the place of truth.. ‘
Frederic every year calculated regularly the '
sums of money brought into his states, and those _k
 carried out of them, and percelved with uneasi-
ness that the balance of this comparison was less
favourable to him than- ‘might be expected. - He
had done 'so much for the multiplying and en-
couraging his manufactures and other channels
of industry, that it appeared to him useless-to
- think of applying to this evil the remedy of an
_ increased exportation; and consequently his only
resource was to diminish the importation.” To
this expedient he had already prepared the way, -
by contriving substitutes for the stuffs manufac-,
~ tured at Lyons, and many other considerable ob-. _
jects; but this was not enough for a king who
declared, I must import yearly such a sum of
money as will enable me to sustain my com-
~ merce on its present footing, and to increase my
treasure so many millions every year.” ‘In this
- manner did he incessantly extend his views to,
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all the objects that were comprehended in the

class of indispensable commodities, which the

sandy soil of Prussia was incapable of producing,

He passed in review the different articles of fo-

reign fruits, oils, wines, and sugars, all of the

first importance, but respecting which he per-

. ceived no possibility of introducing new reforms,

or imposing new dauties.

The regulatious he had formed in regard to the
article of coffee were already the subject of pecu-

- lar odium,. Tojudglev completely-of Frederic’s sen-
timents concerning this article, we should observe
that in Prussia the people, even to the very peasan-
try, live almost wholly on coffee. The latter make -
a large bowl of coffee at a time, in which they
mix milk and a small quantity of moist sdgar:
the whole family assemble round the bowl, and,

" with the addition of "a dried herring, the coffee
which seems to represent a soup serves them for
a dinner; even the farmers, in harvest-time, give
no other food to the labourers.they hire by the

- day till the harvest is over. This fact is sufficient

to give an idea of the immense quantity of coffee

consumed yearly in the states of the King of

Prussia. . I once knew, but I have now forgotten,

how many millions were expended yearly in this

article; and this it was that so signally displeased
the king, ¢ The wretches!” said he not unfre- -
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quently, * are they, forsooth, more de]rcate and
better born.than I? . Well, I was fed in my
‘vouth with nothing better than a soup of beer,
and surely no one will say I am the worse for i;
it is a beverage that suits the climate, and their -
forefathers- were unacquainted with arfy other.
They run the risk of injuring their health by the
~ use of coffee, and to leave behind them a dege-
nerate race; besides, that a taste so unnatural
is calculated to im‘pove'rish_and ruin the country.”
I leave it to true politicians to determine how
far Frederic was right or wrong ; my object s to
acquaint the reader that, agreeably to these con-
siderations, he was perpetually seeking the most
effectual means for reducing the consumption of
this artxc]e in his dominions, and that no other-
medium having presented itself, he said, « Well, -
~ we must raise the price of coffee to such a height,
that by degrees the people will accustom them-
sclves to do without. it.”  Accordingly he ‘or-
dered his administrator-general to draw out a
- plan to this effect. Such was the origin of the
regulation respecting coffee, which consisted in
. reserving the monopoly of that article to the
king, and in vending it ready ground in tin boxes
containing a pound each a third or quarter part
dearer than its usual price.
I‘ he regulatlons respecting burnt coﬁ’ee and
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snuff were the first Frederic-William thought of
suppressing. I do not pretend to say he was
wrong; I leave it to those who thorcughly under-
stand the state of the finances. of Prussiza to decida
'upon this question; but, before I abandon the
subject, I will relate another fact that is easen—-
ing of our notice. . :
ﬁfter some years’ experiment of the new ad-
ministration, M. de Launay represented to the
king that his visiting clerks could not possibiy
subsist upon the slender salarics aliowed them,
and thak jt was incumbent on his justice to in-
crease them; he added, that he would take upon
him to answer that, in consequence, they would
- perform their respective duties with such superior
~ zeal that the receipts at the end of the year
would be found considerably increased. - ¢ You
do not understand the character of my subjects,”
answered Frederic; < they are all knaves in
~ matters that relate to my interest : I have studied
them thoroughly, and I pronounce they would
- cheat me at the very altar. In paying them:
larger salaries I should diminish my revenues,
~ but they would continue to cheat me as before.”
©....<Sire,” replied M. de Launay, “how can
they do otherwise than'cheat you? What you pay
them will barely provide them with shoes and
stockings! A pair of boots, for example, would
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" cost the receipt of a-whole month ; in addition,
the gre'ater paft of them are married men, and
how are they to procure the necessaries of life
for themselves and their children but by sharing
the profits of the persons whose interest it is to
corrupt them ? There is, Sire, a maxim of infi- |
nite lmportance which we are too apt to lose.
sight of, especially in what regards the adminis-
tration of the laws; it is that, generally speaking,
. mankind desires no better than to be honest, but
“they must be allowed the possibility of being so.
Should your majesty consent to make this single
~ experiment of my assertion, I pledge myself the
receipts shall be mcreased one quarter by the
_ conclusion of the year.”
The maxim of morality brought forward by
M. de Launay arrested the attention of the king;
~ he considgred it what it really was, just and noble-
in itself, and still more so from the lips of a.
financier, since men of his robe have not in ge-
neral been accused of nurfuring such sentiments.
" He authorized him to make the experiment: the
salaries of the clerks were raised to half as much
more than they had hitherto been, and the reve-
nues of the sovereign, as had been predicted, in-
creased more than a third, without the expedient
of new taxes. Thus it .is that men of intelli-
gence, if they really desire to benefit mankind,
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and are sincerely devoted to the ends of justice,
~succeed at length in effecting the prosperity of
_ nations, by seeking merely to 1mprove the con-
" dition of private mdmduals

I shall here insert another financial operatlon,
- which, in the delineation, calls for more than or-
dmary delicacy, because, however JUStlﬁCd by
the principles of a deep policy, those of reason,
truth, and justice, can rarely excuse or approve
it: I allude to the adultcratxon of the coin.
‘ Frederic, during the seven years’ war, Iﬁ.er-
ceiving the rapid diminution of his treasury, to
say- nothing of the scantiness of his resources
in other respects, contemp]ated with alarm the
narrow means he was possessed of for supplying-
the growing deficiency. " An impoverished and
ruined nation, whose provinces werein possession
of the enemy, could furnish him neither with
“loans nor subsidies, nor could it even _pay him the
ordinary taxes. In this cruel situation, he could
niot well avoid foreseeing the epoch that would
find him destitute of money : his armies too were
composed almost entirely of ‘deserters, who en-
tered his service because he was known to pay -
with greater regularity than other princes, since
he never allowed the delay of even an hour.

It was therefore evident that, if money failed
him, he should havge no Iongef either soldiers,

L 3 A
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kingdom, or posterity *. It was at this period
that he received four millions of crowns as a sub- .
_sidy from England, and found in Ephraim, his
Israelite, a man who had the skill to turn them
“into ten millions. This operation gave birth to
the coin called eight groschen pieces,” worth
about the third part of a crown, and which, in
consequence of the alloy which, according to
‘Ephraim’s plan, was mixed with them, had of
pure silver no more than the third of their proper
- value. On this account it was, as well as because
these pieces were struck in" Saxony, that they
were called: Saxon Thirds (Tiers de Saxe ). Cer-

 tainly, if an operation of such akind can at any

* e had already melted down the Silver Saloon; his
only remaining source was the’ gold plate.. The Silver Sa-
. loon, in the castle at Berlin, is a spacious apartment, in which
the tables, the chandeliers, the sconces, the stands, and
even the balustrades of the music gallery, were of massive
silver, but are now of wood washed with silver. The.rrold
pIate is a complete service of gold for the table, consisting
of eighty covers, all of massive gold; the plates, dishes,
tureens, and other vessels for containing the confectionary
. articles, together with the hand-waiters, were of the same
meta] These are the vestiges of the pompous magnificence
of Fredenc the First, a magunificence unrivalled in Europe.
« For the rest, when this service is brought into use, the at-
_ tendants must of necessity be men of no less strength than -
address; indeed, to lift the heayjest articles, the strength of
- two men is harely sufficient for the purpose.

3 ’ '
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‘time be considered as admissible, it was so on
~ this occasion, for it was become of absolute neces-
sity; and was the means of saving a nation from"
- ruin, the soldiery having been subjected to no
loss by the expedient, and so great was the se-
crecy employed to conceal this political impos-
ture, that not evén the commodities for food:
experienced the smallest rise.- In the sequel,
the peace being concluded, Frederic took care to
change this defective coin for: another that was
of the true value;: and further, issued a solemn’ -
edict, importing that he would mdemmfy such\
persons as might have sustained even the heaviest
losses by its medns. In effect, a great number
of his subjects who proved their claims received
from him due remuneration. -
. Another change-in the coin: of Prussm took
place in a time of peace,’ Ionv after the seven
years’ war; and this change was generally con- -
sidered to have been ordained by Frederic, and
~ undertaken for- his advantage. I shall. be par-
ticularly careful to affirm nothing on, this subject
for the truth of which I cannot vouch.. All 1
‘would do s to relate the facts that, really too‘j
place, and .were pubhcly known at the time,
without drawing aside the veil that concealed the
first incentives to this proceeding. ‘
In this affair, a first agent makes his appear-
YOL. IL.- N
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ance, with whom it is of importance for us to
become acquainted. This first agent is M.
Galser, the son of a pastor who resided in the
further extremity of the marches of Brandenburg, |
- where, having concluded the course of his studies,
he came to Berlin in search of some employ-
ment 3 and, in consequence, the father of M. du
Troussel, who had been one of the superinten-
dents of the French colony, had provided him
with the situation of secretary to the elder M. de
Vernesobre, who being extremely satisfied with
~ his conduct and abilities, from motives of friend-
ship, ceded him to General de Winterfeld, first
_ aid-de-camp to his majesty. - During the seven
years’ war, the senior cabinet secretary, who was
- employed on all occasions in the service of Fre-
deric, had such frequent attacks of indisposition,
that Galser was often obliged to eiecﬂte his office,
till at lengthhe was formally appointed tohis place. -
These circumstances explain the cause of M.
Galser’s attachment not only to M. du Troussel,
but to Madame du Troussel, the near relation of -
M. de Winterfeld, to whom he owed his good
fortune in .a still stronger degree. M. Galser .
seldom came to.Berlin without visiting either
this gentleman or the lady, but he used so much
circumspection in his visits that they were
never even suspected. I have myself s:en the
’ I

¢ Y
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lady get into her camage, at eleven o’clock at
nmhr, to be conducted to the corner of an ob-
scure strcet, where she -waited till M. Galser
should pass in his way home; and as he had notice
of her being there, and knew the carriage, he
stepped into it, and procured himself an occa-
sion of consulting with Madame du Troussel re-
specting her interests, or those of her friends. I
have even supped at her house when M. Galser
was present ; but this was a particular exception
made in my favour. It being a late hour when
I knocked at that lady’s door, and Galser already
there, he was asked if he had any objection to
my being admitted. “ None, certainly,” replied
he, * if you think you can answer for his discre-
tion. As I know the king esteems him, and his
" conduct is deserving of this distinction, your ac-
quaintance with him gives me pleasure, and I
should even like to be introduced to him my-
self.” : A |

I was accordingly detained to supper, and
about midnight was set down by M., Galser at
my own door. . To him, no doubt, it was owing
that I never experienced the smallest delay in
- my occasional correspondence with the king,
and perhaps also that- the answers I received

were couched in the most obliging terms. To
' Madame du Trousscl as may be easily xmavmed
‘ N 2
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he administered services of a different descrip-
tion: I will mention only one of them. She had
advanced about twenty thousand crowns to a
manufacturer of the name of Languen, for whom
an immense house had been built at Berlin at
the expence of the king. M. Languen having
~ become a bankrupt, M. Galser took such effectual
measures in her favour, that the king agreed to
give her the sole property of this house, subject
only to a clause that obliged her to give up a
part of the offices situate at the extremity of a
large court-yard, for receiving some looms, for
‘ Wthh she was to receive a handsome allowance
as rent: even this clause was soon after cancel-
led, under the pretext alleged by the king, that
it suited neither the sex nor the condmon of the
possessor ; these were the words of the king on
- the occasion. ’ .
~ This was the M. Galser who, about the time
of the first partition of Poland, secretly manufac-
tured to the amount, if I am not mxstaken, of
ﬁfteen mxlhons of ducats, of which a third part
-consisted of alloy these ducats were confided to
one of Ephraim’s sons, the inventor of the Saxon
Thn'ds he who was called the Dutchman be-
cause he had lived in Holland, whlch country, 1t :
is said, he left most seasonably, on the event
’tvakmfr place of an old vessel belonging to him,
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loaded with stones but insured to a great“amount,
having been lost on the coast of Norway. |
‘M. Ephraim, with his pockets filled with du-
cats, got made a coat trimmed with Jace, had his
hair fashioned after a modish style, with a bril-
liant sword by his side, and, assuming the pomp-
ous title of Counsellor de Simonis, set off for Po-
-land, where he purchased and paid ‘with ready
money all the grain, jewellery, statues, crosses of
gold and of silver, that fell in his way, and sent
them immediately out of the country. In the'
course of a few months, his millions of ducats
. were by this means distributed all over Poland ;
the Poles, however, did not long remain ignorant
that they had been defrauded of about a third
part of the value of the monies they had received.
Upon this, from what instinct 1 know not, all
.. the parties concerned had recourse to the expe-
dient of imitating the trick which had been play-
ed upon them; accordingly they, in their turn,
- made purchases of the Russians, who were paid
with these very ducats. Unfortunately, how-
" ever, the Russians either themselves discovered
or were informed of the imposture: the outery
was violent and general ; it reached the ear of
~ Catherine the Second, who, on taking the neces- .
sary measures, traced the imposition to Counsel-
- lor de Simonis, and soon after to the original
' N3

L
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mover of the scheme. She published to her sub-
jects, that the late ducats they had taken in pay-
ment should .be received into the imperial trea-
' sury, and changed for pure money : after which
she wrote to Frederic, giving an account of the
whole transaction; of the lights she had acquir-
“ed; and. requiring, if he would not incur the
" most disastrous consequences, that his Prussian
ma_)esty should take back all the ducats in ques-
tion, and exchange them for money that could
be accepted in the commercial world,
I ought not to conceal from my readers
that the facts above related, and those that are
" to follow, have been affirmed to me only by the
friends of M. Galser, in particular by M. and
Madame du Troussel. Agreeably to their evi-
dence it is, then, that I further relate that Fre-
deric, having received the dispatches of Catherine
the Second, sent for Galser, and said to him,
“ You have made a sad affair of this fabrication
of the ducats;'see what the Empress of Russia
says on the subject, You may suppose I will,
not engage in a war for such an object as this,
therefore I must take back the ducats. But I must
- also declare to the empress that I knew nothing
of this affair; and the only effectual means of
convincing her of the truth of this assertion is, to
declare that you, without my knowledge, were
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the author of thé whole transaction, and that-in
consequence I had had you taken into custody
‘and sent to Spandaw.”

It is. affirmed that Galser refused to take the
disgrace of. this imposture upon himself, and that
the king in consequence fell into a vjolent pas-’
sion, kicked him with his boots on the shins, and
then sent’him to the fortress. A remarkable cir-

' cumstance is, that Frederic gave the most parti-

“cular orders that evety thing in Galser’s house’
should be carefully attended to, and, above all, his
- horses, among which were a set, consisting of six,
that were esteemed the finest in the kingdom, to
which none of the king’s horses were compa-
rable. In about cighteen months Galser was re-
leased from his confinement; his property was

- restored ; and a residence appointed him in a vil-
- lage situated a short distance from Mecklenburg,

perhaps that in which he was born, but at least

‘that in" which his brother performed the func-

tions of a pastor: this too was considered as a
sort of contrivance on the part of Frederic, who
was not ignorant that the secular brother in his
prosperity not having countenanced the pastor as
the latter desired, a decided estrangement had
taken place between them. On this occasion,
therefore, Frederic appeared to grant a favour
and evince a kind of respect for moral sentiment,
: ' N 4 '
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in punishing the two brothers by means of their
mutual alienation. '

It appears that after the death of Frederic, M.
Galser enjoyed a greater degree of liberty, and it
~ issald he was even employed: what I know of

- myself is, that an old footman, who had been in
the service of that sovereign, met him at the
Palais Royal at Paris, about the year 1792 ; that
this footman recognised and spoke to him; but
all he learned was that, having nothing else to -
do, he had come for his amusement to France,



. FREDERIC THE GREAT. L1850

.

MILITARY GOVERNMENT. . .

PP

- BEFORE treating of the military anecdotes in
.which Frederic is personally concerned, it"is ne-
- cessary to make the reader acquainted.with the
~ organization of the Prussian army. S
In general, all that relates to this branch of the
-administration-is in the hands of the monarch
solely; the'minister of the war departmient being
at Berlin no more than a sort of superin-
tendent, charged with.the details concerning
.clothing, subsistence, magazines, the children of )
the soldiers, and other objects of a similar nature:
for this reason it is that this minister forms a part
- of the grand directory, with which, however, the
army has no manner of relation, nor on which no
soldier has the least dependence. ‘
~ This minister has no power of nominating to
~any rank, nor exercising any authority over per-
sons; and one may associate for a long time with
military men without hearing even his name
mentioned. . o
..'There are in Prussia two modes of mhstm«r
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- soldiers. The first is, that every regiment has a
certain district assigned it, out of which are
taken as many men as may be required: for.
this purpose the majors go over the district once
in every year, in the month of February. On ar-
riving in each village they call an assembly of
the heads, who furnish them with the registers of
all the marriages, births, and funerals; the ma-
jors take down the names of such persons upon
the registers as are of an age to serve as soldiers,
whom they proceed to examine, rejecting those
deficient of the necessary qualifications, and
choosing those among the former who are of the
_ least use to agriculture and their families. This
choice renders him on whom it falls a soldier for
the rest of his life ; and the form of his engage-
ment consists of the following wordS' “ You will
set out to-morrow for the regiment.” o
It was the savage William who established or
enforced the law, making soldiers for their lives
of all the lower orders of the Prussians, with a
few exceptions. When this manner of inlisting
was first practised, the distress and consternation
it occasioned was general, Nothing was talked
of but leaving the country; and a great number
of families, especially of those who lived in Prus. )
sia and on the frontiers, actually put’ their me*
nace into execution. Nothing was more com~
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mon than {o see men cut off one or more of the -

fingers of their right hand, to be freed ‘at once
from the power of the recruiting officer.  What
most excited their apprehension was the sentence
-of serving for life: but by degrees this was suc-
ceeded by resignation ; the hardship is even at
the present time complained of, but drives no
" man to desperation. -

The second mode of raising recruits h'ls for
obJect to supply the place of the first; it is em-
ployed by recruiting parties, that is, by a certain
number of Prussian officers, who are sent into the
imperial towns and to the frontiers of the em-

pire, of Holland and France, and into Switzer-

. land, that isto Neufchatel. The men procured by

these recruiting parties are dispersed thoughout .

all the companies of the regiments to which they
are sent, and of which the number is not allowed
to exceed the third part of that of the soldiers of
the same corps.

These strangers are for the most part deserters

from different countries, and especially from
France. There were no fewer than six hundred
of them in the single regiment of Bulow, at Ber-
lin, when the garrison was turned out for the

war for the succession of Bavaria. All of them set

out with great joy, under the idea of finding an
opportunity “of again deserting. Qne of them

Lt
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‘was scraping, I know not what air, on a wretch-
ed violin, and accompanying it with singing some
words, the burden of which was, e are going
- to France (Nous allons en France); and his  com-

" panions partaking of his gaiety, danced rather

- than marched as they proceeded.
When the regiment returned, two years after

“the six hundred . French were reduced to six

men: ninety-nine out of every hundred of them
had either deserted or were dead, and these for
the most part were men of bad character and
desperate undertaking. Those to whom I ob-
served that, to avoid a few hours imprisonment,
they had come to a country where soldiers were
thoroughly mauled with beating, replied, Oh,

in this country that kind of punishment is no dis-

grace.”....“ You do wrong to complain of our
severity,” said some Prussian officers to me ; “if
we were less rigorous, your throat would be cut

under your own roof. The third part of our

armies is .composed of villains who can be re-
strained only by manual punishment : we should
not stand in need of so much severity for the
Prussians alone, for they are in general good fel-
lows enough but the others indispensably re-
quire either violent measures to be used with
them, or to be sent away,” :

. Unfortunately the officers were not mistaken 5

~
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but the spectacle of perpetually seeing manual
punishment inflicted on the soldiery at every
fifty steps, particularly in the season for their being
exercised, was not on that account the less dis-
gusting. One cvening Prince Frederic of Bruns-
wic observed to me, at supper, that he had seen
" me in the morning in the park, where he was
exercising his regiment. ¢ You did not see me
there Ionv ? I replied: I cast. my eyes on a
young smplmg about fifteen years of age, and .
witnessed his taking out of the ranks a soldier at
least fifty, to whom he gave repeated blows with
his cane on his arms and thighs, for/lsomé' trifling -
fault he had been guilty of in the handling of his
arms, while the only reply of the unfortunate suf -
ferer was silent- and indignant tears. The sight
of thxs spectaclc, my Prince, soon drove me:
“away.”....“ Oh, my good friend, all this is quite
ﬁeceséary 7o To this point I cannot speak,
~ but certamly it is not necessary that I should be
the witness.’ :

T own I never could endure the idea of inflic~
tions like these, which every day made me say
to myself, “Is it then necessary to do so much
evil to men to do them good at last? It is then
an advantage to society at large that its members
should be tormented !” . :

The dreadful severity T now sueak of, at the’
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~time of my living at Berlin, rendered a great
number of soldiers absolutely desperate. A fatal
¢ and horrible maxim was established among them;
-~ they said to each other, that the best thmo they -
i could do was to die, but to prevent their after-
ward going to hell for committing suicide, they
would murder some child, who by that means
they sent to Paradise, whither they should ‘then
go of necessity themselves, for the purpose of
confessm" the murder and surrendering their
~ persons, and thus procure themselves the oppor-
tunity of asking pardon of God previous to be-
ing condemned to punishment. '
~ Iknew of a great number of the soldiery who
had adopted this monstrous doctrine. .Frederic
coniceived against it the most just abhorrence
-and alarm; and, to counteract it, gave strict
orders that no priest or pastor should be allowed
to approach a homicide of this description, whose
crime, he observed, was more in the spirit of the
devil than of religion. This remedy at first pro-
duced but little effect: it was not, however, quite:
useless ; “the soldiers could not think, without
utter repugnance, of dying without spiritual as- -
sistance, and feared this privation would more in-
fallibly than any other means bring upon them
the pains of damnation. =

1 am informed the Prussian discipline is
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changed in’ this respect for one of greater mild-
ness. - The blessings, therefore, of mankind must
necessarily fall on the sovereign who confers on
humanity such an obligation. Prince Henry, in
my own time, had had proofs that it was possible ‘
“to exercise a regiment extremely well without
having recourse to so inhuman an expedient.
<« If a soldier makes a bad movement,” said this
prince to his officers, * it is because you have
not exercised him sufficiently: make him 1xepeat
his exercise for an hour or two in the evening,
and this will be punishment enough. To strike
him is to punish him for your own idleness.” -

In other respects also, a too great severity may
occasion serious inconvenience, from which it is
natural to shrink with horror: of this I will
mention some examples. The regiment of the
guards, before the seven years’ war, was ¢om-

“manded by a man of so severe a temper that the
soldiers swore among themselves to aim their
first cartridges at him whenever they should.
be called out to face the enemy.  War was scon
after declared; the general having learned the
resolution of the soldiers, was under considerable
apprehension : on the first occasion of his march-
ing he halted so unseasonably that M. de Mullen-
- dorff, who was then a captain in this corps, ven-
tured to apimadvert on his procceding, but with-

’
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out producing the desired effect. Shortly after,
M. de Mullendorff perceiving the Prince d’Anhalt
at some distance, hastened toward him, and con~
vjured him to save the honour of the regiment by
‘giving such orders as would produce a prompt-
obedience.” The prmce accordingly gave orders'
for attacking the enemy without delay, and on’
the ' first discharge of musketry the general fell’
to the ground pierced with fifty bullets. .

A short tlme after this war, ‘a private in a regi-
ment in gau‘lson at Neiss, in ‘Silesia, excited con-.
siderable attention: he was a native of France,
extremely handsome in person, and appeared to'
have recexved an excellent education, while he
‘at the same time refused to satlsfy the curiosity
- and interest his appearance had excited. His
persxstmg to glve no partxcular account of him-
self offended his officers; he was treated with
severity, and resolved to revenge himself. . He
‘had with him a young woman remarkable for her
beauty, and of no less’ resolution and discretion’
than” himself. She, together with some other
women belonnmg to the soldiers, eucraged ina
traffic of contraband goods; and every time she’
went into Bohemia on this account, she brought
back a small supply of bullets and "unpowder'
which she concealed with the utmost care. In -
the mean while. her husband gained’ some other -
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: so]dxers to hlS interests ; but. this with so much
caution that each. soldier. believed. himself the
only person confided in: at length he had suf-
ficient accomplices to strike the terrible blow he
had premeditated. - He fixed the day and hour
for attacking and disarming all the sentries on
the different sides of the town at the same mo~
ment. He chose for himself the corps de garde

at the gate leading to Bohemia; his accomplices

loitered unarmed near the guard, while he him-
self was whettmv a wood cutter’s axe upon a
stone that happened to be near the sentinel. - At
the first stroke of .the hour of twelve he sprung
upon the sentinel, claved ,down his head, and
seized bis arms: at the same instant thirty ac-
comphces precxpxtated themselves among the
Ouarda,sexzed all the muskets that fell in thexr wa),
loaded them, and marched straight to the gate.
A sentinel under the archway made an at-

~ tempt to let down the portcullis; the chicef of the

rebels ran up to him, and at a single stroke of his
axe cut off his hand at the wrist. The vuards

~ without the gate then endeavoured to impede
' their flight ; but the former fired upon them and
killed seven or eight, while the rest ran to hide

thémse]ves. Our unknown so]dler had with him

thirty men, and these he marched ‘with the .ut-
most speed toward the frontier, a long league dis-
YOL.II. ' o . ‘

’
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tant from the town, What saved the garrison
was, that the clocks varied in point of time: that
by whlch our hero conducted his measures proved
to be a quarter of an hour before the others,
- which gave time for beating the general and put-
ting the regiments under arms. In 'consequence;
the soldiers who were to attack the other corps
of sentries were oblwed to enter the ranks, and
were thus prevented from executing their project;
a c1rcumstance that af: the same time secured
them from detection and even from suspicion.
Some troops of cavalry were hastily dispatched
after the thirty fugitives ; but the latter opposed
them with so much bravery and skill, that they
killed the greatest part of them and put the rest
to flight: the escape, however, of the thirty was
retarded by this encounter, and gave time for 2
battalion to overtake them when they were within
a quarter of a league of the frontier, where the
: Agstnans, so]dxers and others, were waiting for
them. The female smugglers were hastening with
a new supply of powder and bullets, when the bat-
rtahon surrounded the fugitives, all of whom, like
the soldiers of Catxlme, fought desperately till
they were either killed or wounded : they would
even have made a longer resistance, and slaugh-
tered a greater number of their enemies, but that
they had exhausted their stock of cartridges.
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A singular circumstance was, that their leader |
was the last man who was taken, and that not till
his thigh had been broken in the contest : he had
still a load of powder left, but no bullets, the
want of which he supplied by one of his coat-

‘ buttons; and thus, sitting on the gi‘ound, he killed

the officer who first attempted to seize his per-
son. He was brought back to Neiss, together
‘with a small numbey of the remaining survivors,
“who, like himself, were wounded: they were
immediately conducted to a council of war.

Their leader was first. asked what was his true

‘name, his family, and country. . “ All this does
not concern you,” replied he; “do not waste
your time in putting to me interrogations I shall
never answer.  'The question at present is to send
~me to the scaffold; of what importance, there-
fore, can it be to know who Iam?”....« How
many accomplices have you, and who are they
- <+¢«“On this point it is also useless for- you to
make inquiries, for the secret is in no breast but -
mine, and no power on earth shall wrest it from
me, or make me discover a single individual of-
them. Do not, therefore, torture my unfortunate
companions in this respect, for they are not in
possession of my secret. I have been myself the
.confident of all, taken individually, and none
among them has been the confident of another.
* 0?2 ’
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In my bréast alone is this secret vested, and with -
‘me it shall descend to the grave inviolatel” ...
“ What motlve induced you to conceive, plan,
‘and  execute 'so horrible ‘a crime ?”....«Your
‘barbarity | You are all ty rants, monsters thlrstmv_
for blood tigers; and courage, not JUSthe,
wantmfr to your victims to purify the earth of
"both you and the deeds you execute I’
+As he pronounced these words, his captain ad- -
vanced furiously toward him, and gave vent to
‘the most extravagant invectives, at the same time
striking him a blow on the breast; the soldier,
~with the rapidity of lightning, seized the bayonet
of one of the ‘guards who supported him, and
“plunged it into the heart of his captain, saying
as he did it, « Take this, monster ! I shall now
enjoy the consolation of sending thee to hell be-
fore I die!”” Then addressing himself to the
council in general, ‘he said, « Of what service is
it to defer my execution? If; however, you wish
me to reveal any thing, let me be furnished with
‘materials for writing to the king. - I will tell him
every thing, provided no one sees my letter; that
1 shall be allowed to seal it with my own hands,
and’ give, it into those of the postmaster -in the
presence of sevéral persons.” The members of
- the council, fearing he'would prove some serious
-, accusation- against them, -refused His proposal.
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- When Frederic came to Neiss, at the time
of the next reviews, he repr'o.achved» the superior
officers of the garrison, in the severest terms, for
having rejected the proposal made by this crimi-
nal of writing to the king: he declared plainly,
that nothing but their accusing consciences had
actuated their conduct. They, however, experi-
enced no further bad consequences, because

' policy -required the affair should be consmned to

oblivion: it would have been 1mprudent to have

- published it to the army, nor was it much Lnown ‘
by people.in general; and I am persuaded that,

even .at Neiss, only the persons who inhabited
the place at the time are acquainted with the
transaction, and even these never ventured tq -
speak on the subject. ' "
- A similar adventure was on the point of hap-
pening at Berlin also, among ﬁft_een' hundred re-
cruits who were_exercising in thét capital dur-
ing the seven years’ war, at a tlme when, besides
themselves, there was only a smcrle regiment in’
garrison. - Fortunately, one of the rebels: dlsco-
vered the plot, and pointed out the ring leaders

from one of. the wmdows of the arsenal, as the

recruits were filing off. These were accordmgly'

taken into custody, and secretly executed the fol-

lowing night, so that the inhabitants of Berlin
remamed ignorant of what had happcned These,
o3

.
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facts prove this truth so obviods, yet too often
disregarded ; that among persons who command -
otbers, whether young or old, of high or low con-
dition, severity is safe and useful on]y when it is
kept within the bounds of justice. :

One day, when I had been no more than a
few weeks in Berlin, and was still in furnished
lodgings, three soldiers, bound with cords and
guarded, ascended the stairs before me in their
way to the apartments of the commanding officer
_ of the regiment, who lodged in the same house,
Two of the soldiers, who were themselves wound-
ed, supported the third, who had a broken leg.
One of the two first said, in French, to the latter,
* Courage, my dear companion, courage ; all our
* sufferings will be ended to-morrow !”....% Ah,”
replied the sufferer, at the same time uttering a
cry of pain, « Would it were to-day.”, This short
~ dialogue made such an impression on me, that
1 have never been able to forget it. Though the
" occurrence took place forty years ago, I still
see the three men and their escort. They, with
three others, had deserted with their arms and
baggage: they had defended themselves against
the peasants who attempted to seize them; three
had escaped, and three were brought to the com-
manding officer as I have described.

What renders desemon in Prussxa, in time of
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peace, nearly impossible is, the order established
repecting soldiers. Any officer who sees several
“soldiers standing together, may and ought to
separate them by blows with his cane, especially
if they are Frenchmen. - Every captain, from
whose, - company a.soldier deserts, is put under

‘confinement for a limited time. Every garrisoned ‘

town is surrounded by fortifications, by walls
or at least by palisades: this inclosure has with-
in it a periphery that resembles a road or place
for walking ; here the sentinels are so stationed
as for one to see and . hear the other throughout.
If a deserter has passed between two of these
sentinels, and the fact is proved, the two sentinels
undergo a flogging: in addition, the muster-roll
is called over three times in the course of every
evening. If there be but one who does not an-
swer to his name, the strictest search is imme-
dia‘t'ely‘ made, and if he is not found in the course
" of an hour, the cannon for alarm is discharged:
this is a cannon of large dimensions placed on a
high piece of ground, and is heard in all the ad-
jacent villages. This signal assembles the coun-
try people, who take up arms and keep guard at
‘every outlet. . A reward of forty livres is paid to
any village that lays hold of a deserter ; and, on

the other hand, the village through which a de-

04 '
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serter is proved to have passed is ob]wed to pay
a fine of the same amount. : ,
¢ Such is the kind of police that renders deser-
tion so extremely difficult, that the most extra-
ordinary g good fortune and the most indefatiga--
ble mdustry can alone ensure its success ;. and the
more so, as soldiers can derive from no one the-
smallest assistance. Their letters are not per-
mitted to go by the post without being first in--
spected and approved by their officers. Any ci-
tizen that should procure a deserter a coat, or
other means of effecting his desivh, would him-
“self be made a soldier, or sent to the fortress 1f
his age rendered him unfit to serve. . - .
Ihave already observed, that there are Prus-
sian recruiting parties in the free towns, ‘and ‘es-
pecially on the frontiers, These, howe,ver, are
little. better than kidnappers. < I knew among
them a M. P*** who frequently astonished me
by the intimate knowledge he had of our fron—
fiers towards watzer]and and the Rhine. An
adventure happened to him at Strasburg which
‘might have proved fatal to him; but, instead of
going inperson to bring away the men he had
decoyed, he sent his servant, who was seized and
‘hanged.' - About the year 1765, a captain, a na-
- tive of Prussia, and stationed at Kell, had been

3
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huhg ‘at ‘Strasburg on a similar account., This
person walked frequently on the bridge, and
when he reached the nearest French sentinel,
entered into conversation ‘with him, and endeca- .
voured to corrupt him, especxal]y if he happened
to be recommended by his person. oo
*One day he found a handsome well- propor—
tioned grenadler on guard, whom he first amused
with such falsehoods as he thought. would be suc-
cessful, and ended with proposing to give him-
an excellent dinner! “ With all my heart,” re-
plied the. grenadier, “ if my. comrade, who is
there; will be of the party.”.... “ We will specak
to him about it by and by.”".... < No, I will not
engage without him: we were born in the same
year, and in the same village ;" our-houses touch
each other.  We have been inseparable friends
from childhood; we inlisted together in the same
company, and sleep in the same chamber. No-
thing-shall separate us but death.”.... « Go you,
then, and speak to him, and engage him to be of
the party; in the mean while I will order a din-
ner for three.” ... This cannot be ; one of the
officers may go his rounds, and ﬁnd that I have
deserted my post, and I should be ruined; it
would be better that you should speak to him
yourse]f »o , :
. The captain now befran to entertain the hope
3
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of seducing two men instead of one; but scarce--
ly had he proceeded two' steps before he was
seized with a fit of apprehension, and. was re-
turning on the pretence ‘of giving orders for the -
- dinner. The grenadier then presented his bayo--
net, saying, * You shall not pass.” The cap-
tain, finding himself caught in the snare, threw
" himself into the Rhine, to save himself by swim-
ming ; the grenadier, who was a better swimmer
than he, threw down his musket, leaped into the
river, laid hold of him, and brought him on the
shore of Alsace. A council of war was held,
and, after some deliberation, the members said to -
the grenadier, ¢ You have abandoned your post
and your arms; but thig was to manifest your
bravery and zeal. We must, therefore, -either
sentence you to be shot or bestow on you a re-
ward. Here are a hundred crowns, which we
give you in' the name of the king; dispose of .
them so as to produce a small income, and con-
tinue to be ever thus meritorious in your callin g
On their examination of the captain, he declar-
ed who he was, and what he was. Dispatches of
the intelligence was sent to the King of Prussia,
-. who, ‘being sensible he could do nothing that
.could save his life, and that in good policy he |
. could not avow that he paid officers for seducing
the subjects of his allies, replied, that it was true
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there was a family of the name described in his
states, but that no individual of it was at present
‘absent ; further, that there was no officer in his .
army of the same name who was not at his post.
The captain was therefore led to the scaffold, -
pronouncing curses on the policy of kings.

In the course of the seven years’ war, a French
officer,. a captain of ‘cavalry, of the name of
Ma*** if | am not mistaken, arrived at an inn
in a detached spot near the Rhine, in which
there was a Prussian recruiting party. He was
just returned from the isles, and had disembarked
in Holland, He was stopped by the Prussians,
under the pretext of ascertaining if he had not
some deserters in his carriage, who afterward de-
tained him under that of politeness, while his
servant was gone to the posting-house to procure
him fresh horses. God knows what became of
the servant, for he was no more heard of. As
for the officer, his arms were taken from him,
and the next day he was sent off with other re-
cruits. He remained as a private during the rest
* of the war, having written repeatedly to the king
and received no answer, and also to his friends,
who never received his letters. :

On the conclusion of the peace his regiment
returned to Silesia, in which it was engarrisoned.
The first time of its being reviewed, the king,
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who was near the rerrnment, mqun‘ed if - there
~were not in the camp a soldier named de Ma***,
"Our hero upon this came out of the ranks, and
approaching the king, presented him his arms, S:‘ly-,
ing, « I am the man, Sirc.”.... ““Are you inclined
* to remain-in my service, w1th the rank of ‘an of-
ficeri”.... Sire, I cannot have that honour,
being a]regdy engaged in the service of my coun-
try.”....« Very well ; let this gentleman be dis-
charged and at liberty to do as he: pleases.”
Here the dialogue ended.” .

About the year 1767, the clective dowaver of
Sa)\.on) caused a letter to be sent to Lyons, to
~ procure her a surgeon ofgreat skill in hjs pro-
fession, that she might attach him to her military.
“guard. | A young man, who had studied the pro-
fession with great success, accepted the offer,
and, mounted on an excellent horse . that he
might proceed at his ease and render the jour-
ney but little expensive, and with his portman-
teau before him, set out for Dresden. . A little
- beyond Frankfort he met a Prussian recruiting.
party, who were conducting a ‘certain number, of
“recruits, and ‘who, having learned the obJect of
 his journey, persuaded him to pursue it in their
company, by which means he would avoid the
danger of being att'lcked by robbers, their road
Iymg the same way '
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On reaching Halberstadt, they threw aside
their mask, took his horse from him, and forcibly
conducted him, by Magdeburg,to Berlin, where
he was inlisted in a regiment of infantry. e
had served about a month of - his. apprenticeship
to the trade of a soldier, when one day,, about
noon, M. Pernety, one of the commissioners of
the king’s-customs, being on his way. on foot to
his oﬁ‘ice, was not .a httle surpnsed at sceing a
younor man he had known as a surgeon at Lyons,
in the 1errxmentals of a_common soldxer ~ The
unfortqnate person “related his me]ancholy adven-
‘tures, and the commissioner undertook to pro-
cure his liberty : to this effect he made his solici-
tation to_the general of the regiment, who, re-

. plied, that it depended on the mspector-oeneral
to grant his request. - On making his thCJtatlop
to the latter, he was told that, on the contrary,
the affair belonged entirely to the general. M.
de Pernety then returned to the former, from.
whom he obtained a harsh and’ positive refusal.
« But,” -said the petitioner, < I do not require
his liberation for nothing ; I will readily pay for
a recruit to be his substitute.”....* And how
can you.be certain this other recruit will be '
equally valuable? You see he is quite a trea-,
sure, being at once a good soldier and a good
surgeon.”.... “ I will then pay for two recruits in-



206 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF -

his place.”....* To this, Sir, I agree, provided
these two recruits be French surgeons ;- without
this, it is useless to talk longer on the business.”
M. de Pernety left the inspector-general with
"indignation, a sentiment we heartily partook of ;
and so often was this barbarous occurrence men-
tioned among us, that it at length found its way
to the ear of Prince Henry. He one day met
- the general at the queen’s, and said to him,
o Genera] you have a French soldier in your re-
giment I wish to have ; I hope you will have no
objection to change him for one I will give you in
his place. M. de Kalkstein shall call on you and
‘arrange the business, and shall furnish you with
_an excellent cubstitute.” The general, notwith-
standing his secret repugnance, did not dare re-
fuse ; and no sooner was the French surgeon ex-
changed than he had him entered on the muster-
roll as dead, and then conveyed by a subaltern
officer in his confidence, and by a bye way, to the
frontiers of Saxony, having given him a letter for
the elective dowage}, who had never been able
to discover what had become of the surgeon of
her guards. :
" 1 shall cconclude- this article relatlve to the
army by some general observations.
The' military discipline of Prussia comprises,
dlﬁerent arrangements of extreme severity, even
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for the officers, and some of them extremely sin-
gular. ' =
The king alone can grant them leave of ab-
- sence, nor is it ever obtained but for reasons of
the most serious nature: it is, therefore, a singu-
Jar occurrence to find any officer from his post.
- No cause but thatof illness can excusean officer
from performing even the minutest duties of his
station.- Thus the officers of cavalry are obliged
to be present, every day, when their horses are
rubbed down at six and eight o’clock in the
morning, and at four and six in the evening.
Count de Reichenbach, whose friendship toward
* me was equal to what I felt for him, never in a
single instance failed of being at the stables four
times in every day,and that before the minute fixed
for his appearance, and during the eleven years he
served in the gendarmes. “ My situation,” said
he, « is a most cruel one; I never close my eyes
without  saying to myself, To-morrow I shall be
condemned to pass the rest of my life in the fortress,
awithout having committed any fauli : for such is the
punishment inflicted on the officer who, when
under arms, makes a reply, however temperate,
to the commanding officer who even unjustly
affronts him. If, therefore, I am not ingensible
or a coward, I have no alternative but that of
committing a crime: on the other hand, I am
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required to carry my delicacy to such a point as
to prefer.death to the enduring the most trifling
offence, whether real or only apparent, from a
friend.- Unable then to reconcile such contra-
dictions, I have taken refuge in uniformly pre-
serving delicacy of sentiment. on every occasion
~ that should present itself, and, cogsequently,
.should resent, with becoming- spirit, an’ affront
from any of my superior officers; and they are
well acquainted with this my decision. But I
- have still another contradiction to struggle with.
~If I fight a duel with my comrade, who shall
*have been the aggressor, provided the weapon I
“use be a sword or a pistol, no notice is taken of
the proceeding ; but if I fight with a citizen, my
-vhonour requires that I should. kill him. If I
allow myself to fight a regular duel with him,Iam
dismissed from my corps and disgraced, howeyer
just-my cause: but if I have. the address to.pro-
voke him to insult my honour, and tske advan-
tage of the moment to plunge my sword into his
body, the worst.that can happen to me in conse-
quence is two years imprisonment in the for-
tress; I am neither degraded nor deprived of my
subsistence.  Such is the result of the law which
prohibits our fighting a duel w1th any but mili-
.“tary men.”

It has been often said that the prmcxpal'
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strenoth of the Prussian troops’ consists in the
number and the choice of the subaltern officers ;
in effect, the number of these is so great as to be
one, with cane in hand, to every three men;, on
"observing which, a- Frenchman remarked; <L
can easily believe you march firmly: you are be-’
tween two enemies, and the nearest of them, and
the one you can least ¢scape from is-the line of
men, cane in hand, who march behind you with-~
out losing sight of you for a moment.” These
inferior officers afe the more beneficial, as they
are, ‘fot the most part, selected from the natlonal
troops,: old in the service, and men of expérience
and the utmost exactitude. :

- Another advantage;, which is perhaps of no
]ess importance, is, that in Prussia nearly all ¢he
garrisons are of considerable strength: the con--
sequence of this is,- that the soldiers are: accus- '

“tomed to form themselves into lines of great ex~ .
tent; and the‘perfeéf‘evenness and regularity
maintained by these lines in a.Prussian army,
even in-the longest marches, are the ';object of
surprise and admiration ; while the. Austrians,
who are no less exercised, but from motives. of
economy are frequently dispersed into small gar-
risons, can scarcely advance a hundred paces
without being broken into fifty dlﬂ'ﬂent points. «

. The régiments never change their garrison, for
VoL, 11, e
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this the distributions of their districts would not
allow of. This article is the means of consider-
able saving to the government; and experience
proves, at least in Prussia, that the inconve-
niences supposed to arise from'such a mode of re-
gulation are without the least foundation.
* The pay of the Prussian officers is barely suf-
ficient for their subsistence till they obtain the
rank of captain, which does not happen till they
are about forty years of age. This circumstance
necessarily accustoms them tq an abstemious
course of living; and the more so, as at every va-
cancy the commanding officer is obliged to send .
the king the names of the five officers who have
the strongest title to the vacant place, and that-
to the names is subjoined a note of general state-
ment respecting the merit of the candidates, of
which the first article is to say if the person in
question has contracted any debts. There is no-
instance of the place being obtained by an offi-
cer who in this respect is not unexceptionable:
The rank of captain, however, makes the fortune
of an officer: it is worth from five to six hundred
pounds sterling and upwards per annum (‘douze
on quinze mille francs ), and at this period it is that
a captain marries and enters upon an establishe
ment. - ' ‘ L
 We'must, however, except the captains of en-
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gineers, who having no company, have no more
than sixty pounds sterling and upwards perannum
(quinze cent francs), for this is the stipend a captain
generally costs the king, the overplus being de-
rived in the ordinary regiments from various per-.
quisites authorized by law and custom; such as a
saving of half a yard of cloth on every set of re-
gimentals ; the price of the buttons paid to the.
captain, but which every soldier is obliged to
provide for himself ; and notably, the pay of the
Jrey-wechs, that is, the soldiers who, in time of
peace, are sent to their homes for ten months of

 the year: the number of the soldiers thus got rid
of, amounts at least to the third of .the company,
and sometimes to half of it; during which ab-
sence a part of their pay goes to the king, but
the largest portlon to the captain.

" In this country economy in all directions is
carried to every possxble length: a general has
a regiment, because in every regiment the supe-
rior - officers of the corps have invariably each
their company, which economises so much upon

- the appointments that the king allows to the
rank of general. The companies of the com-
mandmg officers are commanded by the youngest
captams, called :ecom_i captains, and who have
only the pay of a lieutenant. As the rank of
ﬁeld-marshal is worth twelve thousand Prusman

]
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crowns, and the field-marshals’ can no longer be
appointed to regiments or companies, Frederic
executed the resolution of appointing no officer
in future to that rank. The pay of a lieutenant-
general is about seven thousand crowns per
annum: of these, his company produces three
thousand, so that a’ lieutenant-general costs’ the
king no more than four thousand. :
The ‘army is’ maintained "'in a condition to
ina_rch at a minute’s notl,ce. The commandant
“of the artillery is allowed ten ‘thousand crowns
‘per annum for the support and renovation of this
~ branch of the army.. Every thing is examined '
and- put into good condition, every year. The
same may be said of the other departments.
‘The bakers, the drivers of the w aggons, the con-
ductors of the pontoons, &ec. are allinlisted men;
:and though they are dismissed in time of- peace,
‘the place of their residence is well known, and
they may be procured at a'few days’ notice, "All
‘horses used in the service are likewise in the
same case ; the moment pedce is proclaimed, they
are distributed gratis to the peasantry, who un-
derstand they must be returned when so requir-
‘ed, and consequently be replaced should any
die in their possession. ‘
" Ttis not possible to carry to greater ]ennths the
' most minute attention to all ol)Jects affectmfr the

'
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- public ‘'order than has been done by Frederic;

and this with a perseverance and exactness that .
stands unequalled by any other sovereign. He
was not, however, fortunate enough "at’ all times
to succeed in preventing abuses. ~When Fre-
deric was préparing for commencing the war for
thesuccession of Bavaria, the pontoons were found

-unfit for service, and different parts of the wag-

- gons were rotted in the timber work, or out of

repair. - The general of the artillery, to ingratiate
himself with the king, had, in some preceding
years, sent back the allowance of the ten thou-
sand crowns, alleging that every thing in his de-
partmént was in good condition; ‘and more than .
once the king had presented him with a portion '
of the sum thus saved. When the truth was

known, the general and the whole etat-major of
the artillery nearly escaped complete ruin; this.
would have been but just, since all the superior

officers of that branch had signed the false state-

ments thus foisted on the king. 1 was myself
witness to the poignant anxiety experlenced by

Colonel'du Trousse] Majox Muller, and others,on 4
\hxs occasion.  As Frederic however could not

do without them, their fears were the only pu-' )
nishment they underwent ; but the lesson was a
good one, and the genéral was reduced to a sort

of nulhty, under the seasonable pretext. of his

P33
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advanced a,ge. Every branch of mechanics was
instantly set in motion to repair the evil, and in
"three months all was ready for the expedition.
Frederic had not long ascended the throne of
Prussia before he formed the project of the con-
.quest of Silesia. To make a comparison, after the
manner of Buddenbrock, I shall say, that his
grandfather opened the shop; that his father
stored the warehouses ; and that it remained for
Frederic to cai'ry on a prosperous trade, who, it
cannot be denied, poésessed the necessary requi-
sites for success, He retired to Charlottenburg
with Ficld-maréha] Schwerin, where they meditat-
ed in concert the plan for their campaign. The or-
dersgiven in consequence announced nothingmore
than a general review of his troops in Pomerania;
here sixty thousand men assembled, all of whom
" he reviewed with the utmost care and precision,
When in the centre of this army, he asked the
old Prince d’Anhalt, what in the scene befare
- them he admired the most?,...* Sire,” replied he,
“ I admire at once the fine appearance of the men,
the regularityand perfection of the movements,and
the evolutions.” .... “For my part,” said Frederic,
% this is not what most excites my astonishment,
since, with the advantage of money, time, and
care, these are easily attained.”.. .. What then
in the spectacle before us appears to your majesty -
2 )
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more worthy of admiration?” ... . That you and
I, my dear cousin, should be in the midst of such
an army as this in perfect safety: here are sixty
thousand men, who are all irreconcilable enemies
to both you and myself; not one among them
that is not a man of more strength and better
armed than either, yet they all tremWje at our
presence, while it would be folly on our part-to
tremble at theirs. Such is the wonderful effect
* of order, vigilance, and subordination.” On the
day after this review he entered the duchy of
Glogaw. = . . ' . ,
It was during this war that Frederic was ac-
cused of having ordered an officer to be shot for
having kept a light in his tent potwithstanding
the strict prohibition which had been made. [
shall declare, without hesitation, that if the suc-
cess of a great battle, or the concealment of a
march, . depended on this precaution, I could
yithout difficulty shew the justice of this act of
severity : but I have known a great. number of
Prussian officers who had assisted in all the wars
of Frederic; I haye also known the relations and
heirs of many others; and it must not be believed
| I never heard among them the expression of dis-
. content; what numbers of them complained of
the king, and this too in the most disrespect{ul
- terms; yet I never heard this anecdote mer.tior,eq
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in the country, nor even a syllable that had the -
least relation to it. Still further, all the persons

~to whom 1 mentioned the subject assured me, °
some that the king knew nothing: of the affair,
and others that the whole was false. - In short,
in France only is this story believed.. ‘

Frederic had to contend with a general in the
Austrian army of the name of Neuperg, an officer .
who was worthy of being the competitor of M.
de Schwerin : the first battle was long and san-
guinary, and toward the end assumed an alarm-
ing aspect for the Prussians. "The king was sen-
sible of this, and his field-marshal approached him
to confirm his apprehensions.  “ I know,” said
the latter, ¢ but one means to ' which we can have
recourse ; but should it be suspected by the ene-

..my, it must infallibly accelerate our ruin; we shall .
perish or be taken prisoners ; not even your ma-
yesty, will escape: on the other hand, should our
project escape detection, our victory will be com-
‘plete.”.... < It shall by all means be tried; I pre-
fer the risk:it involves to the shame of command-
Ing aretreat.” . :

M. de. Sch“ erin next. obqerved that the dread \
of seeing his sovereign fall into the hands of his
enemies must. .necessarily occasion him . great
confusion -of mind, and be an impediment to the
coolness of his measures.  Hence he laid it down
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as incontrovertible, that the presence of - his ma-
jesty ‘would infallibly prove an obstacle to the
success of -his expedient, and to ‘the common
dangers of war add one of infinitely superior
force : -he so earnestly insisted. on a retreat if the
king would not consent to withdraw to a certain
distance, that at length Frederic yielded to his
wish, and removed tc¢ ‘the distance of half a -
league from the scene of battle. ' Schwerin em-
ployed the manceuvre ; the enemy was deceived,
and in consequence completely defeated; while
Europe bestowed on Frederic the surname of Cox-
rier de Molwitz. It cannot however be denied,
that the odium of this idea.was in the sequel com- .
Ppletely effaced; but the king on this account
was not the less acutely sensible of the humilia< |
tion. I have had occasion to observe, that the
family of the Schwerins were fully persuaded
that the monarch had never pardoned that day to
their relation, and that this circumstance had in
reality occasioned the death of the latter, though
the event: took place so many years after. We
- should not, however, forget that these are mere
_cdnjectures- and presumptions for which no rea-
‘sonable: authority' is brought forward: it is true
the merit of Schwerin was so'striking and tran-
scendent, that the king could not dispense with
~_consulting him in all .his grand' military. opera- -
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tions ; but this general, in other respects so de-
‘voted to. the honour and service of his sovereign,
was notwithstanding a man of a haughty, pas-
sionate, and indocile temper. These two men,
brought so often into contact by the course of
_affairs, were seldom in unison respecting their
details ; they -proposed opposite opiniops, grew
~warm, disputed, and ncver .fajled to separate
with mutual resentment and dissatisfaction. At
- Iength they met only on occasions of serious im-
portance: it is not thercfore necessary to go so
far back as the affair of Molwitz to find the ex-
planation of the small portion of friendship be-
stowed on this general by the monarch.

I leave it to historians to present the reader
with a view of all the operations of this war, and
those which succeeded it, while I, on my part,
confine myself to the relation of the anecdotes of
which I'have acquired a certain knowledge ; one

©in partipular, concerning. M. de Bellisle, which
may be the more interesting to the reader, as the
public, especially in France, has hitherto gene-
rally remained ignorant of ir. '

When General de Bellisle, who was then in
Bohemia, heard that Frederic, after the conquest
of Silesia, was making a separate peace with Aus-
tria, he immediately set off for the place where
Frederic was at the time, and demanded an au-
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dience.  We may easily imagine all he proposed

saying to an ally whom it was so necessary to the
interests of the French nation to preserve. The

king, however, soon reduced him to silence ; he

put into the hands of M. de Bellisle a dispatch, in

which Cardinal de Fleury proposed to Austria

to abandon the King of Prussia, should he make

a peace with France on-such conditions as were

described in the dispatch. The document was -
properly signed and unquestxonably autheptlc.
¢ It is of little consequence, > said the kmg, “ by
what means this dispatch fell into my handy; but
it ought to serve you as a complete probf that
I could not, in justice to myse]f have acted other~
wise. ' I am persuaded that Louis the Fifteenth is -

in no way concerned in this infidelity ; ‘yet as the -
cardinal is all powerful at your court, I have only ‘
one alternative, that of antlclpatmg his pro_]eet
that I may not be his victim.”

M. de Bellisle was no less astonished than in~'
dignant. The general officers and other attend-
ants of the king were struck with the furious and
disconcerted air with which, on leaving the king’s
cabinet, he passed through the saloon, Wherc
they remained in waiting; they heard him seve:
ral times repeat between his teeth, as if beside
himself, Ah! this b— of a priest! All this, on
account of the high credit of the cardinal, was
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never repeated in France; and for the same rea-
son it was that, at the time, our newspapers so
perfectly agreed with each other in representing
" Frederic as a sovereign who laughed equally at
treaties and allies. -

For the rest, it was an Austrian general who
was wounded and made prisoner, who having re-
ceived a visit from Frederic, conversed with him
on the shbject'of peace, and offered to!prove to
him that the cardinal had duped him: he sent to
Vienna for the disp.iich in question, and left it in
the hands of the king for several days.

M. Muller, who is now one of the first. gencral
officers of the artillery, has several times related
to me that, being then only lieutenant and aid-de-
camp to his general, he, in the course of a battle,
had been sent with orders to the left wing of the
arry ; that, on returning full gallop through the
dangers of the battle, he perceived an officer ap-
proaching that he soon discovered to be the king,
who, stopping his horse to ask him questions, to
his: great.regrét obliged the aid-de-camp to stop
also;  that be asked him his name, his rank,
from whence he came, and in what condition he
had found' the left ‘wing ; that during their con-
versation a grenade from the enemy fell between
their twa horses; that ‘while. hé “on his part de-
sired” nothing so much as to leave ‘the spot, the

-1
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king applied a magnifying glass to his eyes, and

contemplated with great attention the motion of

the-grenade till it e)?:ploded, which fortunately it
did without injury to either, the different splin-
ters having taken a diagonal direction, which
had ‘they separated socner would in all probabi--
lity have reached  themj that after the explosion
the king had dismissed - him, saying in German
as he turned from him, Tkis is admirable!

- On another occasion, M. de Chazot, a French
refugee and one of Frederic’s superior officers,
had received precise orders respecting.- the ope- -

" rations he was to execute with the corps he com-
‘manded during the battle; he, however, deviated .
from these instructions by a single movement,

which he ‘employed so seasonably as signally to
contribute to the victory. - When he presented
himself, together with the generals, . after the
issue of the battle, Frederic said to him gravely,

© « M. de Chazot, I must either have you behead- -
. ed or embrace you;” and immediately embraced
~him: | ‘ ' '

" On the termination of the two first wars, Fre-
deric returned to Potzdam, and wholly devoted

~ himself to the internal affairs of his kingdom and

his private pursuits. I have already had occasion
to.speak of his labours, and notably of his code

~ of laws ; at present-tny more particular concerr is

v
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to treat of his amusements, and of such anecdotes
as are more or less analogous to them. :
He resumied his philosophical suppers, at which
Jordan, Voltaire, Maupertuis, d’Argens, Algarot-
ti, and Poelnitz, were regularly present, and occa-
sionally some others, as Baculard, d’Arnaud, &c.
The company frequently staid so late that it
was not uncommon for them to see the lights
~ burn out before they were dismissed: sometimes
the king fell asleep, when the guests remained
silent' and motionless till he awoke. It may
easily be imagined that these celebrated suppers -
must naturally impose considerable restraint upon
the guests. It often happened that the king did
not awake till near four in the morning, when he
- said to his friends, « So, Gentlemen, it is almost
four o’clock ; you will now sleep till noon, and I
shall immediately begin my labours. Adieu, till
I see you again.” I have included in the num-
ber of his guests Jordan, who died in 1747, and .
Voltaire, whose residence at Berlin became fixed
only in 1750, and who remained there only three
years. '
It was at this time that the-adventures of the
Coccexs, Baron de Trenck, and so many others,
engaged the public attention. Chancellor de
Coccel had three sons: the youngest, who was
one of the handsomest men of his time, as well
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as his second brother, had embraced the military
career; he was an officer in the regiment of
. guards, where the hilarity natural to his charac-
ter and age caused him to be frequently thrown
into confinement. - Frederic however found it
éxtremely difficult to feel against him serious re-
sentment, “because a weakness (if I may so ex-
press myself) natural to his tempeér was that of a
decided partiality in favour of persons in whom
he perceived the union of wit, galety, vivacity,
and frankness, Whether this proceeded from a
genuine predilection for characters- of this des
scription, or that he considered them as the most
worthy of confidence, the most sincere and use-
ful, I cannot decide, but he would have pardon-
ed to only a few what he pardoned in the younger
Coccei.

This officer having so repeatedly obtalned per-
‘mission to come to Berlin, and so often also been
refused this request; that neither daring to. re-
new it, nor being able to prevail on himself to
~ renounce so great a pleasure, he employed the
alternative of going thither without . the king’s
permission, and running the risk of being dis-
covered and punished.

 One day, being embarked in one of these ex-
“peditions, he unexpectedly perceived the king’s
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carriage -approaching with a quicker pace than
his horse would go; he endeavoured to strike
into a thick part of the forest, but the king, who
saw him, sent a page to order him to approach
~and speak with his majesty : .. Where are you
going, Coccei ?”’ said Frederic in a severe tone.
-...“Sire, I am going incognito to Berlin.”  Fre=
derick did not resist his inclination to laugh, and
the desired permission was obtained.
. On another occasion, the king in disguise had
mixed with other masks at a ridotto: he fell in
with Coccel, recognized him, took his hand and -
traced upon it the letters of his name. . Cocceli,
in his turn, recognized the king, 5_ut feigning ig- -
norance, said to him with warmth, < Ah! cour-
“teous stranger, I am too ingenuous to deny that .
you have discovered me ; but you are surely too
gallant a mask to betray my sécret.:- I am here
without permission’; all I ask of you is, that you
will not acquaint my general that you have seen
me;, for the circumstance could not fail to cause
him uneasiness, which I should cansider . the
- greatest of misfortunes. I had even rather you
would tell the king himself than my general.”
These two phrases were the more skilfully intro-
. duced, as they implied confidence in‘the,]enity
. of the king, and the liveliest fear of offcnding his-
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general officer, and the resu]t was a posmve pro— X
mise to keep the secret as desired. .

The Memoirs of Baron de Trenck have been
‘printed, and in the hands of all Europe; and
though a certain degree of concealment respect-
ing them has been employed, it may be affirmed,
that few persons are ignorant as to the essentials
of his history. If I allow myself to take a review
of this subject, it is because I perceive that Fre-
deric, agréeably to the manner in which many of .
. the facts are related, has been an object of thé
- calumny of the author; and that it appears to me
that if truth is never to be violated, even in fa-
vour of a great man, still less should its violation
be endured when it tends to tarnish the glory of
heroes who have shed the greatest lustre on hu-
manity, :

The whole conduct of Frederic toward Baron
de Trenck was marked by a strong desire to .
treat him with ]emty, and even kmdness and
it was only at"the last extremity that he- had
recourse to considerations of policy and rigorous
measures ;- I must also in justice add, that the
‘horrible circumstances atténding the imprison-
ment of a man by much too 1mprudent to be
guiltléss, were neithér ordered by Frederic, nor
even executed with his knowlédge.
~ Théré are two triths, the one no' less evi-

voL. II, , _
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dent than the other, that have invariably stood
their ground in the opinion of mankind; they
are as follow: That there is nothing which good
policy requires to be held more valuable than the
reputation of an unmamed prmcess ; but that
nothing, on the other hand, is more mdxfTerent
or insignificant than that of a princess already
married. In the first of these cases, good policy

contemplates in the rcputation of a princess, a
‘delicate flower, the more requiring' its attention,
as she may be the means of procuring an alliance
infinitely advantageous to the state; in the se-
cond, there is nothing further to be either hoped
or.dreaded, and the state is consequently less in-
terested in the conduct of the princess who aban-
dons herself more or less to her inclinations. '

' These reflections furnish us with the key to the
~ conduct of Frederic toward Baron de Trenck, an
observation I did not fear to make even to the
‘baron himself, in a long conversation I had with
him on the subject at Paris, and to which he per-
Jfectly assented ; this was a few years previous to the
.period ‘when the monsters who, unable to sate
their thirst of human blood, sent this mnoccnt vic. .
tim, tooether with many others, to the scaffold.

- Baron de Trenck was a student of ph_llosophy

in the university of ‘Koenisberg, when, after the
Airst of the wafs of Frederic, Count de Lottdn, a

- k.
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military officer of equal worth and bravery, be-"
came an inmate of the same university. The
Count and Trenck, on some occasion, fell into
each other’s company: the latter was a young
man whose physical, intellectual; and ~ moral
qualities were in a state of rapid and energetic
progress in éx'ery possible respect: in him nature
announced herself eminently rich znd versatile ;
as.a student he was distinguished for promptnesss

~intelligence, and emulation ; his constitution was
" vigorous, his height uncommon for his age ; his

features regulatr and masculinz; his temper was
warm, ingenuous, and brave ; at this early period
he had already fought several duels, and was con-
sidered formidable by his contemporaries. -

It is not therefore surprising that M. Lottun

- should have conceived the project of prevailing

on him to desert from the school of the Muses to
that of Mars, nor that Trenck yielded with ea-
gerness to ‘his desire.  On the arrival of M.
Lottun, at Potsdam, he presented him to the -

‘king, after having announced him as a person

formed to command success in every thing.

.

Frederic, much pleased with the physiognomy
and figure of the young man, desired nevertheless
to put his talents to the proof. ¢ Here,” said he

_to Trenck, « are three letters I haveJu‘t received;

sit down to this table and answer each of them
- Q2



!

228 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

'accordmg to .your own Judcment “Trenck
took the letters, pemoed them, sat down and an-
swered the first in German, the second in French,
and the third in Latin: the king was.so much
pleased . with the views he had taken of the dif-
ferent subjects, that he immediately appointed
him under lieutenant in his regiment -of guards,
and a short time after lieutenant; he next appoint-
ed him his aid-de-camp. At this time it was that
the too notorious and too fatal adventure hap-
pened that caused all the misfortune of this young
officer, and which requires from me certain de- -
tails that, on a first view, appear forewn to the
subject.

- The court and the senate of Sweden resolved

" tp demand a princess of Prussia for the prince
royal, heir apparent to the crown, and sent a

Vnobleman of the court of Sweden to that of Ber-
lin to make the demand in form ; but there had

prevailed in the former a diversity of opinion -

respecting the choice to be made, as there were
- at the latter two unmarried princesses, Ulrica and -
-Amelia. I know not why the first of these prin- .
cesses excited dread in the minds of the parties
concerned ; but certain it is, the vivacity of- her’
mind and of her temper were equally the object
of apprehension, :

On the other hand, every one was dxsposed to
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make choice of the Princess Amelia, and accord- ~
ingly she was specially named in the instructions
given to the ambassador, who, at the same time,
however, was directed to pass himself at first as
" a simple traveller, and before he announced -his
mission to wait for further orders; to take ad-
vantage of the interval for making himself ac-
_quainted with the characters of the two prin-
cesses, and to send the most faithful and minute
account of his information to Stockholm." | '
It was therefore in quality of a traveller that-
the Swedish ambassador was presented at the
court of Prussia; but the secret of his embassy
" soon became as intelligible to the courtiers as the
‘secret of a dramatic piece. The Princess Amelia,
as well as those about her, wete not long igno-
rant that she was the principal object of his jour-
ney : she was young, and as yet had lost none of
the religious sentiments in which her father had
caused her to be educated; her timid spirit
shrunk with terror from the idea of changing her
religion, in becoming Queen of Sweden, thus re- -
linquishing the tenets of Calyin for those of Lu-
ther. In this distressing dilemma, her only alle-
viation was to unbosom her thoughts to her sister
Ulrica. Every day, and all day-long, the scruples.
and perplexities in which she found herself in-
volved were the subject of her thoughts and con-
’ Q3

P
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versation. ¢ Must 1 then,” said she,  betray my’
religion and my conscience ? Can I change my
faith against conviction? And shall I bring on
myself eternal damnation for a perishable crown?
Ah! how great is my misfortune! Nor will it end
but with my existence! Save me, my sister, from |
this abyss! Ientreat you, sister, to save me ; assist
me with your counsels; direct my actions.” Tears
~ succeeded to these effusions. - Ulrica sympa-
thized in her sister’s distress, and at length said:
“ Examine your heart; does it sincerely reject
this abjuration of your religion, and conéequent&
the crown of Sweden ? The first point is to ascer-
tain if your determination in this respect be really
absolute 5 unless this be the case, I should do
wrong to point out the means by which this mar-
riage may ‘be avoided, since even you yourself
might hereafter hate and reproach me for the .
deed.”....* Oh no, sister, do not fear this; tell
me, tell me what steps I must pursue !”....« Very
- well; T will tell you then the only means that
can eﬁ”ectually save you; it is simple, and, I trust,
will prove infallible. From this moment assume
in your manners toward every one, even beyond
the precincts of-the court, but most especially
~at assemblies, in the presence of the Swedish
ambassador, and in your intercourse with hlm, the

hauvhtxest dxsdam, the most capricious temper;
3

12}



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 231

‘an imperious tone, and an absolute self-will. If
‘any one dare reply to you, interrupt them rudely
and thus compel them to silence; if any person
attempt to address you in the language of com-
plimeat or adulation, let the most stmrrmfr con-
tempt be your only answer.”

Amelia thanked her sister and promised a
. strict observance of her plan, and so 'fait‘nfully
kept her promise, that the metamorphosxs ob-
served in her caused universal astonishment ; and
the more so’as the princess had prevmusly been
considered a model of pohteness, sweetness of
temper, and kindness. ‘ '
'"The ‘Swedish ambassador,” whose ofﬁce was
to watch her every indication, paid the most un-
ceasing’ attention to her conduct: she sustained
her part to admiration for several successive days
which formed a striking contrast to ‘the sweet-
-‘ness,. the modest reserve, and polité attentions
from which the Princess Ulrica, .on her part,
never for a moment deviated. b

- At length the ambassador believed himself
competent- to decide upon the characters of
the two sisters; and he accordingly wrote to
Stockholm that he could not conceive how so
“erroncous an-idea of the princesses'could have
gamcd ground ; that Amelia was haughty, im-
perxous, and capricious, and, in short desntute

Q4
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of all the qualities that would be likely to con-
ciliate the Swedish nation; while, on the other
hand, her sister Ulrica possessed every requisite
of mind and temper to gain all hearts and inspire
the most perfect confidence. The answer he
received imported that, as this was the case, he
might immediately present his credentials, de-
clare his real views, and make a formal demand
of ‘the Princess Ulrica. The ambéssado,r accord-
ingly. fulfilled his instructions, the- court and
Ulrica accepted his proposal, and the marriage
was celebrated in the course of a few days.

The conduct of the Princess Ulrica, in accept-
-ing the offers of the court of Sweden, occasioned
the Princess Amelia the utmost perplexity and
_astonishment; she perceived she had been duped
by her sister, whom she accordingly loaded with
- reproaches. Ulrica replied with calmness, * You
have soon forgotten, my dear sister, all that pass- -
ed between us. I have not deceived you; every
~ word I uttered was the dictate of sincerity. I
did not seek the confidence you reposed in me,
but you voluntarily communicated to me your
scruples, sufferings, and wishes: I advised you

, - only as I myself should wish to be advised under

the same circumstances. In a word, the advice
1 gave you was in unison with your own con-
science and internal peace, ~If I have not adopt-
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ed in my‘ own conduct the advice I gave to you,
it is because, unfortunately, neither my inclina- -
tions nor my opinions resemble yours. Unfortu-
nately my conscience is not so timorous as yours:
the idea of quitting the reformed religion and
embracing  Lutheranism occasions me no uneasi-
_ness, particularly as public order, and not my
'own inconstancy, is the motive. I am in no fear
of damnation in consequence of my becoming
Queen of Sweden. If you feel regret at what
- has passed, if you will bend to principles more
accommodating, I beg of you to forget your sup- °
posed affront, and make yourself easy: instead -
of being Queen of Sweden, you will be Queen
of Denmark ; you will then be as well provided -
for as myself. But, were it otherwise, you nei-
‘ther ought nor can impute.to me the fault, I
also promise, you shall always find in me a sister
who .will feel for you all the affection you can
desire.” : . ,
This discourse was wise and eloquent no doubt

" but what effect could it bewexpected to produce
on a mind rendered desperate and furious by
the mortification it had endyred?

; Such was the situation of things durmﬁ the
ceremonies and festivals which took place on the
‘event of the marrxaae ceremonies and festivals =
that naturally carry us back ‘to Baron Trenck

-
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On the occasion of one of the splendid suppers,
given by the court of Berlin on this eveut, the
saloons of the castle, which had been thrown
open. to the public, were excessively crowded
with the town’s people and the curious of every
description, so that scarcely could a person
turn himself round in them. Trenck was on this .
day the officer on guard for the protection of
these rooms. While he was passing from one
saloon to another, and exerting himself to the
utmost for the maintenance of order, some one
cut ‘away and made off with the gold frmge of
the sash he wore. The circumstance was soon
published, and became the topic of the evening.

" The king sent for Trenck to rally him on the
occasion. « You are an admirable fellow, my
dear Trenck,” said he; « like the eye of Provi-
dence, you extend your regards to the remotest
-points, and discover what is there taking place.
“As to the present occasion, it is suﬁiment that
you are among us for every thing to go on as it
should. You have, however, lost a sash; but
this is a trifling consideration compared with the
good you effect. Egad, dear Trenck, as a super-
mtendent of the police, you are really admirable;
and when I want to maintain or establish order
in any place whatever, T will certamly think of
you.” '
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Trenck was known by name at court where
the high favour be énjoyed was . a secret go'no
one; but his person, on the other hand, was
known only to a few, so that the curiosity he at’
this moment excited may be easily imagined: the
eye of curiosity accordingly beheld, for the first
time, this man of more than ordinary stature and
perfect proportions, whose whole exterior an-
nounced vigour, 'ta]en\t vivacity, and bravery,
embellished by the vmd glow of health and
-youth. . o
I cannot tell in what deoree a lady, who hap—
pened to be present, and who thirsted equally
for vengeance and consolation, promised herself .
assistance from our hero: but, on the company’
w1thdrawm<r from table, she, without being ob-
served, sald in a low voice as she passed hlm,
« Come to me at such an hour, and I will restore
your sash.” Trenck obeyed the command,
~ which proved the fatal source of the mlsfortunes'

“of his life. ' )

On an occasion like this, a first visit could not
but involve many more, and if the first was vo-
luntary, the succeeding ones became necessary,
and ‘even indispensable. The misfortune is that,
sooner or later; all is discovered. What are the
resources of concealment, of precaution, of dis-
guises, when opposed to the active vigilance of
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a Frederic to discover what he desired to know?
The secret, however, remained inviolate till thé'
“war of 1774, which naturally tended to retard
the catastrophe. - ‘
During this war. Trenck was constantly at the
king’s side, not only in the marches and under
the tent, but principally in the field of battle,
The bravery, activity, intelligence, and zeal of
this young officer never for a moment forsook
liim, and the partiality of the monarch in conse-
quence dally increased. Unfortunately, the peace
-was too soon concluded, not for his desires but for’
his tranquillity and future destiny. * Hé hastened
to see the lady, and, notwithstanding every kind
of precaution to conceal his visits, they were
made known to Frederic: but such is the in-
‘fluence of policy, that he dared not avow that
knowledge, and thus dnest himself of the power
and rwht to answer, If is ﬂot true, to such persons
as might venture to broach the allegation. ,
The king had, therefore, but a single means
left to make Trenck sensible that his conduct
was known to him, and that he would do well to
change it : this means was to use him with so
much severity that he could not avoid guessing
“the cause; his plan required that this severity
should be umforml){ greater and less dependent
on circumstances, till the culprit should be
. 1 M ‘
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brought to understand its cause and mofive,
Thus, after every clandestine visit Trenck paid
the princess, the unfortunate young man was sent
into confinement: the king’s.countenance tos
wards him was harsh and full of indignation ; he
_ never spoke to him but to cause him mortifica:
tion. As the punishment of confinement grew
more frequent, the time of its duration was also
increased ; for all this, Trench did not discon-
tinue his visits; he feigned not to understand-the
true cause of his disgrace; and it is not impro-
. bable that he made a merit in the eyes of the
Iady of what he endured on her account.’

" This means not having produced the desired °
amendment, it was resolved to try the effect of
_absence: Trenck was, for the twentieth time, in
confinement, and this confinement had already
lasted a month, when an order was brought him
to deart instantly for Vienna, to execute a com-
mission, the particulars of which were detailed
in & paper that was delivered to him. Frederic
relied on the accustomed delays of the. court of
Vienna; but he was mistaken, for Trenck ob-
tained ear]y and complete success.

. On seeing the king at Potzdam, on his return,
and giving an account of his mission, Frederic,
who had listened with marked reserve and cold-

. ness, made him no other answer than the follow-
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ing: WWhere were you when the order reached you to set
out on this expedition ?.... Sire, I had been more than._
a maonth in confinement.. ... Vastly well. Return to the
situation in whick you then found yourself.
. -Trenck accordingly returned ito confinement,
where he staid another month, and was liberated
only to resume his favourite visits, and thus re-
pay himself for the sufferings he had endured. -
This indocility in Trenck obliged the king to
have recourse to the expedient of more serious
punishment; and, as a pretext was necessary, he
made choice of one that was equ'llly false and
absurd, but which was likely to leave no doubt
‘in the mind of the offender as to the nature of
“his crime: he was accused of having, in his late
cxpeditibn, furnished' Austria with plans of the
fortresses of Prussia, and in consequehcé he was
‘conducted a state prisoner ‘to a fortress in Si-
lesia. - |

. The mother of the mcorrmble lover wrote a
letter to the king, expressive of her deep afﬂlC‘f'v
tion, mingled with the most affecting supplica-
tions. Frederic replied, that the rigour of her.
son’s fate was much against his inclination; that
though his conduct had been too signally culpa-
ble, yet his case was not altogether desperate;
that if the unhappy young man would change
his conduct, and become what he ought ever to
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have been, it would still be posslble that hlS past
faults might be forgiven ; that if she had any in-
ﬂuence over the heart and mind of her son, she
~ would do well on this occasion to employ it to.
-the umost in’ prevallmcr on him to adopt different
principles from those which had plunged him in
shame and disgrace. : 7
Unfortunately the mother could not convey a
letter to her son in time; for, still more unfortu-
nately, Trenck, in the mean while, had made ac-
.quaintance in the fortress with another state pri-
soner, named Schelles, with whom he plahned_
and determined on an attempt to make an
escape. Accordingly, one evening they jump- |
ed from a . height of eighty feet, German mea-
sure, into the trench. Schelles had a leg broken,
“and Trenck, whose only injury was some contu-
sions and sprains, proceeded to Bohemia with
his companion at his back. = From this time the.
latter, intoxicated with his newly-acquired de-
liverance, threw aside every prudential considera-
tion: he pu'rs‘uc,d' his wa) to Vienna, where he
~exhibited the portrait of the illustrious person-
‘ aOé who was the cause of these events, staid
there some time, and t‘)en proceeded to Peters-
burg. The po*tralt was even, on one occasion,
handed from guest to guest, till it had made the
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circuit of the table at a dinner given to a nume-
" rous company by the chancellor of Russia.
" These accumulated indiscretions, on the part
of Trenck, served to complete the growing ani-
mosity in the mind of Frederic: he no longer
thought of saving from even the shadow of sus-
picion the reputation of the princess, while rage,
'mdngnatlon, and a desire of revenge succeeded
to sQ tender a concern; and in addition, he saw
the absolute necessity of infusing terror into the
minds of those who might be tempted to commit
the same dangerous faults. In this state of -
things it was that Trenck, having arrived at
Dantzic, and 1mprudently accepted an invitation
to dinner in an oulet of the town, which border-
ed on the states of the King of Prussia, hie was
seized in his way thither. by a certain number of
Prussian hussars, and conducted to the fortress of
Magdeburg, where he remained ten yeérs ina
“dungeon, eighty feet under ground. /
Frederic, in sending Trenck to Magdeburg,
had given no other orders than that every neces-
sary measure .should be taken to prevent his
escape. He had not forgotten the perilous leap
- effected by Trenck in Silesia, and felt the con-
viction that, robust, laborious, and daring as he
was, he required, in proportion, a greater degree

' -
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of vigilance and precautiob: thes¢ he therefore

took ‘care to recommend to the svperior offi-
cers concerned ‘in the care of him; and further
~added, that should the prisoner be suffered to
escape, they would be punished in the most ex-
emplary manner. The officers were of the num;
~ ber of those who, witnesses of the favour he had

previously enjoyed at Potzdam and in the army,

had conceived a rooted jealousy and -hatred
against him; and to these officers must be at-
tributed all that refinement of cruelty and barba-

rity inflicted on Trenck, at which every mind of

sensibility mﬁst feel sensations’ of astonishment
and horror. - He himself assured me he was per-
fectly satisfied that the king had never conceived
the idea of such rigour, even at the moment of
his being seized, a time when Frederic might
naturally be supposed to feel the greatest rage
against him; but his enemies, well assured he
'was put into their hands never again to enjoy
liberty, and to be consigned to oblivion, had set
no bounds to their brutal revenge. R

- No one is ignorant of the sufferings endured
by Trenck during the long series of years he
passed-in his dungeon;. where, but for the gleam

~ of hope of deliverance that animated his breast, -
he would no doubt have perished: this, perhaps,

was the only service he derived from an imagina-
voL. II. R ’

IS
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tion rather exalted than rational, and which in so
great a degree had been the author of his faults,

- Without this imagination, how could he have
avoided considering himself ‘abandoned by the
whole world, irrevocably condemned to punish-
ment in a dungeon, where year after year rolled
on without bringing him the smallest allcwatxon ‘
of the misery he endured ?

‘When I arrived at Berlin, different persons
mentioned to me, but always in a mysterious -

' tone, the circumstance of there being a prisoner

lodged in a dungeon situated under the ramparts

of the fortress of Magdeburg; but no one seem= -
ed to know any particulars relating to him, or at:
least no one dared speak what he knew, and he
was generally believed to be still in the same

. place long aftér he had left it.

The deliverance of Trenck is certainly the
most curious part of his history: it is equally the .
‘part least known to the public; for he himself
speaks of it in vague obscure terms that throw

" no'light upon the sub_;ect. The lady for whom
he had sacrificed so much had nevér lost sight of
him: she had administered to him every possible

* assistance in his first prison, and while he was in
foreign states; and at the moment when Trenck

. was effecting the completion of their mutual
ruin by his imprudence, he was indebted to her
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for the means of his subsistence ; but, from the .

_time of his being buried as it were in the fortress
of Magdeburg, neither the most active zeal nor
- ‘exertions could. ﬁnd a passage to their wretched
object. ’
. The lady natarally felt with double poignancy
these new obstacles, and the conviction that she
was the original cause of all his sufferings. . To
the mental tortures she endured should be attri-
buted those extraordinary and premature infirmi- .
ties to which she was a victim: in the course of
a few years her personal charms had wholly dis-
appeared ; she flost ‘her voice; her eyes, ‘before
remarkable for ‘their beauty, had now started
from their sockets, and she was threatened with
blindness ; she nearly lost the use of her arms
and hands, with difficulty could she with her left’
hand raise the right to a certain height, and even
this not without considerable pain; and the
“wveakness of her legs was excessive.. In no one
had despair and grief produced such fatal effects
‘whose life they had spared ; and as she ‘survived
these cruel attacks, it is natural to goncldde ‘thdt
‘the ‘desire and hope ‘she felt of still being yseful
to him for ‘whom she -endured such sufferings,
inspired her with a supernatural force and’ reso-
lution. :
- A singular circumstance, and which proves
R 2
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how impenetrable a veil was thrown over the
whole of this affair, is, that the public, though -
witnesses of the physical affictions she laboured |
under, had no idea of the cause, and in some in-
stances they were even attributed to the eccen-
‘tric cast of her character. ** She is become what
she 1s,” was it affirmed, “ entirely by her own
means. Her character is so extraordinary and

.eccentric that she wilfully misapplied the reme- -

dies prescribed for her recovery, and this for the
sole purpose of rendering herself hideous and in-
firm, even at the expence of her life.”

She was accused of an extraordinary eccentri-
city of character, because in fact she possessed
. an extraordinary understanding, though, at the
~ same time, it must be admitted that her temper,
owing to the strength and duration of her afflic-
tions, had altered considerably for the worse: a-
.woman of more gentle and pleasing manners,
or of a more ingenuous temper, was not to
be met with, as every one assured me; but
‘these qualities she had now exchanged for a se-
-verity that brooked no suggestions of indulgence,
-that was prompt to presume evil rathex than
good, and whose failings of this kind were the
_more frequent as her turn for epigram rendered
the ‘exercise of them more easy.

Of all:the predxlectlons that marked her youth
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that for reading was the only one she retained,
with this restriction, however, that she now'read
only books ‘on philosophical or serious subjects,
and entirely laid aside those of mere amusement ;
she had also abandoned her music, an art she had
more than any other cultivated, and in which
she most excelled: a terrible example of the ef- -
fects produced on the human mind by the disap-
pbintmen,t of -a violent passion.

From .what I have observed, no one will be
‘surpris'ed at the exertions she made to effect the
1 deliverance of Baron de Trenck ; and the reader

will, no doubt, feel some consolation in finding
that she at last succeeded, ‘The informations an
interest so powerful had impelled her to ac-
quire during the seven years’ war, and this with
increased assiduity when she became convinced
that nothing short of the conclusion of a peace
and the direct intercession of the Empress Maria-
Theresa could be the means of her success,
proved in reality the cause of his releasz. :
In the course of these exertions she, at Vienna,
“met with a person whose qualities and situation
conspired to render him the fittest in the world
to doher service : he was a man who was no-
body, yet possessed of every degree of credit
for the purpose ; an old servant in the palace of
Maria-Theresa: he was a man for the most part

R3
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unknown, because he épparently meddled with
the affairs of no once, spoke but little, had few ac-
' quaintanées, and seemed to do himself a violence
in giving his attention to what was said to him; a
man austere both in his manners, physiognomy, and
tone of voice, who fulfilled his duties with a re-
gular and almost mechanical exactitude, but on
no occasion exceeded their limits, and in out-
ward appearance indifferent to every other con-.
cern. This person, a native of Savoy, held the_
office of rubber of the furniture in the apart-
ments of her majesty, which apartments he
every day entered at six o’clock in the morning,
where he lighted the fire, half opened the wine
‘dows, put the furniture in order, and without
disturbing her majesty withdrew.

It will not appear surprising that the empress,. .
accustomed to see him daily, either from a mo-
tive of kindness, or a sort of confidence his office
seemed to excite, or with the’ design to awake

“herself thoroughly, sometimes gave way to the
fancy of saying a few words to him, or asking
him some unmeaning question: on these occa-
sions he returned her majesty a laconic answer
in a careless tone, now and then in that of seem-
ing impatience, and sometimes he did not an-
swer at all; but the rule he invariably observed
Waé, never to suspend his occupation for a single
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moment, or defer his departure, when this was
concluded, for any purpose-of conversation.

Cf this man it was certainly impossible to
form suspicions. For thirty years he had filled
the same post, and conducted himself in the same.
manner; and in the course of this time, in the
nature of his office, and without his own con-
currence, had been put to severe proofs, and on
no occasion had been guilty either of impru-
dence or intrigue, a circumstance that had gain-
ed him the confidence and good opinion of .the.
empress. | i

No sooner was the lady who so warmly inte-
rested herself in the fate of Trenck apprized that
the question of a peace was in agitation, than
she set an emissary she had at Vienna instantly
to work ; that is, she sent this emissary secretly.
to the furniture-rubber to say as follows: “ I am
commissioned to make you an advantageous pro-
posal, which can do you no injury, and which will
be confided to no one breathing but yourself. If
you succeed, you will be rewarded with such a sum .
- of money.”—(I have been assured that the sum pro=
mised him was no less than ten thousand ducats.)
—<1f yéu choose to undertake the business, I will ,
immediately pay you sa much (two thousand du-
cats' of the sum, which, should you not succeed,
“will surely recompense your trouble. If, on the
R 4 N
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contrary, the result is tuch as may be expected
from your zeal, the remaining part of the sum-
total shall be- delivered to you without delay ;
this overplus is in my hands. If you think pro--
per to do the service required of you, take this
paper and read it attentively; you will then
thoroughly understand the naturé of the affair,
and also find in it the answers to such objections
as may present themselves to your mind.”

~The furniture-rubber, after reading the paper
through, kept it, accepted the money, and pro-’
mlsed to use every endeavour to forward. the ob-
Ject in contemplatlon, on condition that the
emlssary should return to him no more ; that the .
mention of neither himself nor the business in
question should escape his lips; and that the par-
ties should patxent]y wait-the event;  for,” $aid .
he, « I shall myself waxt a favourable. occasion,
mstead of creating it, and such an one I shall -
lose no time in laymo hold of.”
- Nothmo could be more smgu]ar than the man-

ner in Wh]Ch the furniture-rubber conducted this
negotxatlon, nor can any thm"r be more difficult
than to give the reader a perfect idea of his pro-
: ceedmcs. He must represent to himself a con-
versation of a few minutes, divided into parts,
sometimes into monosyllables, and “thus spun
through five or six succeeding days. To give of it |
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. as complete a notion as I can, I will pat down
the dialogue itself as it took place day after day;
this is-the only means by which I can elucidate
the plan. adopted by this faithful coadjutor, for
~ the purpose of feeding the cur1051ty ‘of the sove-
relgn, and even mterestmg her vanity. At the
same time I shall have given him an opportunity ’
of .observing how naturally, in the interior of
thexr palaces, soyerelgns,, like private mdxvxdua!s,
descend to the passions peculiar to the human
race. :
Trcnck, in the mean while, was apprxzed of
~.all that was going forward: his intelligence had
come from the noble lady. herself; she had ac-
‘ quainted him with every feature of the mind and
manners of the agent, the number of days his
circumspection had employed for bringing hlS
purpose to bear, and that the dxfﬁcultxes of an
affair so. transcendent]y delicate had at length
: ylelded to skilfully applied discussions, whxch }
“had been vague and general by turns, and inva-
riably brought forward in his habitual tone of
morose austerity.

 All these partlculars I learned from Trenck
hxmself and it is also by means of mformatlon ~
I gained from his own lips, that I am enabled to
~ present the reader with the following dialogue,
which he is not to suppose an exact copy of the

'
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words, but asa faithful i image of what was said
on this truly curious occasion.

FIRST DAY.

Empress. « Well N, (I do not recollect the
name of the man) what is your opinion of the
~ peace I have concluded with the King of Prussia?”
- Furniture Rubber. < What, Madam, would
you have 'me answer? Have I any thing to do.
with such matters as these {” -
Empress. “ You, then, are not glad that a
peace is at length concluded :

Furniture Rubber. 1 am very glad, if it gives,
your majesty pleasure,” .
- Empress.  “ How can you belleve otherwise

Furniture Rubber. < How can I pretend to'
_judrre of what gives pleasure to the great? Were
it my own affair, I should know what to answer.
But for the nreat oh, it is quite another thing,
He who takes pains to understand them is a foo],i
in my opinion, for his pains I (He goes away.)

SECOND DAY.

Empress. < You told me, yesterday, N. that
“you did not know if I rejoiced or not concerning
the peace, consequently you must suppose that I
bear my sybjects no affection. Indeed N. this
“ was not well of you!” '
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Furniture Rubber. < Oh, pardon me, Madam;
1 know you are the best, and no less the greatest
so'vereign in the world! You are a mather to
your subjects, but,....” :

Empress, < But....What would you have
said ?” o
Furniture Rubber. < Can the greatest princes
do what they please, and in the manner they
please? Are they not sometimes. obliged to act
contrary to their wishes? And is it for their hum.
_ bler subjects to pass a judgment on such matters?
* Let some one come and talk to me of your im-~
perial majesty’s intentions ; why I would answer
for the purity of them with my head ! But though
you should make peace or declare war, do I know
any thing of your reasons. for so doing? How am
T to know that what you do is the thing you. re-
ally wish to do? I know nothing of all this; my
duty is to obey, offer my prayers for your majesty,
and be silent.” .
Empress. <« Right enough: as to the peace,
however, you cannot possibly doubt the pleasure
it occasions me, at least as it regards my su‘bject,s,‘

- if for no other reason.”

Furniture Rubber. < Your subjects! In this
case why not have concluded a peace sooner?
You certainly wish your subjects to be happy,
but are they so always? And does their happi-
' ‘ ‘2
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ness‘a!ﬁ'ays depend on 'yOurs‘_e]‘f?- And though
their happiness should depend on you'....” (T%e
Turniture Rubber goes.) :

THIRD DAY.

Empress. < Yesterday you appeared to wish
to say ﬂatternw thmg,s to me, yet what )ou said
was most aﬁ'rontmv

*Furniture Rubber. <1 perceive your majesty
dcigned to hear only half of what I said.” ‘
- Empress. * What then was the signification of
your. last expression, and though their /zzzp_pmeu
should depend on you 27 ~

Furniture Rubber. < It sIgni‘ﬁed, Madam, a

Empress. < Explain it then i
Furniture Rubber. - 'To 'what purpose should :

‘I explain? Things would go on just the same.”

Empress.  « Butl insist on your giving me this
explanation.” v
Fuyrnit.re Rubler. < Though a sovereign

shouid be both able and willing to promote the

good of his subjects, yet a thousand considera- -

ticns and questions of policy stand in the way.

Néw, pr vate affairs, and the interests of a long

train of relations; then, the intrusion of matters

totally foreign. Truly, sovereigns have - quite -

enough else to think of.” . (He goes away. )
.
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FOURTH DAY.

Empress. - * You contend that I.do not pro-
mote the happiness of my subjects, even when [
have both the wxll and powgr to do so. Explam
, this?” - ,

Furniture Rubber. ¢ In matters: of a genera]
nature, and where the welfare of your subjects
and your own political interests are one, I have"

-no doubt you always act well, to the extent of
your power. Yes, yes, in things so important as
those, nobody can divert you from the right path;

" and nobody can make you forget it. But in cases -

_ where individuals only are concerned, alack-a-
day, -Madam, it is quite a different thing.

_ Empress. ¢ So, then, you think I regard the
welfare of my subjects with indifference?” _

Furniture Rubber. "¢ With indifference ! Quite
otherwise ; since I have said you feel a desire to
promote .your subjects’. welfare. But to desxre
and execute are two differeut things.” '

Empress. ¢ And who can prevent me from
doing what I desire and determine to do ?”

Furniture. Rubber. <« The great number of
other occupations which divert your attention;
human nature, which subjects all of us to being

~ idle and forgetful, to say nothmrr of reasons of .

policy.”
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Empress. < You go back incessantly to yout

* considerations of ‘policy and the supervention of

other sources of occupation to the minds of sove-

-reigns! Let me ask you what the considerations

are on which you lay so great a stress?”

Furniture Rudber. <« What a question do you
propose to me, Madam? Am I acquainted with
the motives of the consideration you would mani-

-fest to different branches of the state? Can I pos-

sibly know the reasons you may have for preserv=
ing the friendship of ‘different powers? Can I be
a judge in what a degree all these ‘considerations
prevent you from performing’ a thousand good
actions ™ )
Empress. “ And the other sources of occupa«
tion 'that divert my mind; as you imagine, pray :
what are they ”
Furniture ‘Ruéber. “ Truly, Madam, this is :

‘still worse! What a multiplicity of congratula-

tions, to which you must reply by the most gra-
cious' compliments without a meaning! What
pompous deputations, who all expect from you
the most cloquent speeches, in which you take
care to bind yourself by no agreement! Then your
public rejoicings and exhibitions ; the ‘entertains
ments -at which you ‘must be present, lose your
time, bow to the right and left, and be quite exs
hausted with fatigue! In truth, Madam, I pity

7 s ~
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you with all my bheart! But then, amidst this
general tumult, what becomes -of the unfortu-
nate individuals you might (but that you have
other things to think of), on the occasion of the
peace, restore to happiness? Poor wretches!
they will be forgotten ; no opportunity of serving
them will present itself! The welfare of private
individuals! Works of charity! Yes, yes, there
will be much of these, no doubt!” (The Furni-
ture Rubber goes away.) ‘

| ’ FIFTH. DAY.
.. Empress. ¢ You mentioned, yesterday, some
works of charity, the occurrence of the peace
afforded me an opportunity of performing. " If
you know of any such, I beg you will point them
out to me.” ~ o

Furniture Rubber. < How can I know of “any
such? The most I can do is, 7o see things in the
- gross.  As for particulars, they vever reach a
person in my condition, nor have I any -concern
with them: it is your imperial majesty and her -
“ministers that these regard; for my part I know
nothing -about them.” "

Empress. « You talk then at random, with-
out knowing what you say I” :

" Furniture Rubber. “ Oh, you mistake, 1 know
well enough what I say. Have I not lived long -
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enou0h to know all the good you might do on
such an occasion as this? Do I not know that
there are at all times thousands of human beings
who have indisputable claims on justice? Can I
be ignorant, to say nothing of what depends only
on yourself, that there does not exist a sovereign
who would not be eager to grant whatever just
- demands you might think fit to make. But your
majesty would have me point out particulars of
which I ought to be ignorant, but which cannot
but be known to your majesty and your ministers!.
This is telling me to carry water to the river.,”
Empress. “ All this is foreign to the purpose.
If you were not, yesterday, speaking at random,
you certainly can point out-some good action I
may perform, and on this supposmon I command
you to declare it.” _

. Furniture Rubber, < \Vhere,"'Madam; would
you have me seek to find the occasion you would
have me ‘furnish you? It is however true that in
this very moment you may do a thousand works of
charity ; nothing can hinder me from believing
this, any more than from believing you have re-

-ally the desire to do them. ~ But then for the ob-
jects! To this I can only answer, Inquire for them
of your ministers. Yes, Madam, though you
should think fit to punish my temerity, I will
still repeat,, that there,are a thousand opportu-

»
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nities in which you could exercise your power of
doing good, that you sincerely desire to exercise
‘that power, but which’ will, after all; never be
exercised, though at the same time this power
you might exercise if you would. This idea is
truly distressing to all your servants, who admire
your qualities ; but it is nevertheless indispensa-
bly true.” (The Furniture Rubber goes away.)

- SIXTH DAY. |
Empress. “ You have referred me, N. to my -
ministers to be informed of the objects on whom,
on the oceasion of the peace, some benefit mlght
be conferred? You may be certain they are ac-
quainted with my intentions in this respect; of
these I frequently remind them: but cannot you,
on your part, at least point out to me in general,
and by some examples, the objects on whom, as
you suppose, I might exercise my power of do-
ing good?”
Furniture Ruiber < I should indeed ﬁnd
~ this difficult, \Iadam. I know nothing but what
is known also to all the world: the matters
which, by some chance or other, have reached my
knowledge, have been less explained to me than
to other persons; they never fixed my attention, -
If I were to mention to your majesty some one
example, I could only refer to some old-affair,
VOL.II s ’ ‘
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and even this without knowing all the circum-
stances; nor do I at this moment recollect an
example even of this kind; so that I should
have to seek it in my brains, and God knows
what I might find there!” .
Empress. < Seek there, and. let me know
what you find ?” o
Furuniture Rubber. < But, Mad'gim; .ignora-
mus as I am, what if, in the simplicity of my
heart, I should happen to say things that might
offend, though to ‘me they appear perfectly rea-
sonable ; what would your majesty think of any
thing like this? Would you deign to consider
that I did -but manifest my obedlenceP And
‘should I be pardoned »”
Empress. < Make yourself easy; I shall not
fail to do justice to your good intentions I”
Furniture Rubber. < Let me, then; try to re=
collect? Ah! I remember a most striking story,
but no, this I will not take for my example, since
it may, perhaps, be connected with some con-
“sideration of policy.” :
Empress.. “ Never mind, proceed, without
fear.” - :
- Furniture Rubber. I will then obey you,
Madam. You have a family in Hungary of the
name of Trenck; one of the members of this
~ family did your majesty the most signal services,

e '
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particularly during the war in which. you ‘were
engaged with F rance. He, with his four thou-
sand Houlans, or Pandours, whom le raised in -
- his own county, made the French tremble from
the Rhine to Paris. What recompence has he

received? Just as follows: means were found
to persuade you hé was either impious, or a
traitor, or a madman; perhaps all three together.
You caused him to be thrown into one of your
fortresses : there no human voice could hear him
in his' own justification ; and there he died over-
‘whelmed with wretchedness and ignominy. - Af-
ter his death what was done for him? His me-
mory was never rescued from the foul reproach ;
his family received no kind of consolation
Trenck was wholly consigned to oblivion. There
is a branch of this family established in Prussia,
a cousin of the unfortunate man I have been
“speaking of, who, no less the victim of misfortune,
has for many years lingered out his miserable ex-
istence in a dungeon in Prussia. What is the
crime of this man? He is as innocent as was
his relation. He is accused of having furnished
your majesty with plans of the fortresses of the
monarch with whom you have just concluded a
peace. - This accusation your majesty knows to
be false. Your majesty knows he furnished
o such plans, nor was such a. subjcct ever‘

s 2 .
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mentioned. ~ You kKnow therefore that he is not
guilty 5 yet, for all this; you are made a pretext
for the hardships he endures. On your account
it is he is now perishing in a loathsome dungeon.
~ Can you, ought you to suffér this? Can you not,
on the occasion of the peace, write to the King of
Prussia that this man is innocent of the crime of
~which he is accused ; that you yourself will an-
swer for that innocence with your sacred and im- |
perial word ; that it is extremely painful to you
to know yourself the cause of all the sufferings
he endures ; and that you hope the amity and
good understanding brought about between you
and his Prussian majesty, by means of the late
peace, will be the guarantee of his procuring you
the consolation of knowing that the unfortunate
man has obtained justice and been set at liberty.
On such an occasion, Madam, the King of Prus- '
sia can refuse you nothing: and what reparation
so acceptable could you make this unhappy fa-
mily ? - They will load you with their b]essmcrs'
will not these be grateful to your heart? ... This,
Madam, s the first example that presents 1tsulf
to my mind.” .
Empress. < N. you have done well; 1 wi-ll
think of the subject, and see what can be
done.” '

‘The furniture-rubber withdrew, and soon af-
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ter reccived the rest of the money he had been
promised: for the empress had written to Frede-
-ric, who in consequence sent an order to release
Trenck from his dungeon, to give him a suit of
clothes of mean materials and some money, and to
swmfyto him that he must leave the Prussian states
in twenty-four hours, must never reside in any-
“court, and, above all, strictly enjoining him to be
silent respecting what had passed.

Trenck promised every thing required of- h)m,,
and left Prussia without seeing any person. In
his road he passed through different small towns
- of Germany, and at length reached Aix-la-Cha-
pelle, where he took up his residence. Ina short
time he made acquaintance with a baron, who
was burgomaster of that town, and had several.
daughters. Trenck fell in love with the youngest,’
who was about eighteen years of age, extremely
beautiful and amiable.. He demanded and ob--
tained her in marriage. A gaiety of temper na-:
tural to the lady having, however, occasioned”
~ some censures to be passed on her conduct, her:
husband, on the evening of their marriage, gave
a proof of his originality of character, which will-~
scarcely by any one be regarded with approba-
“tion. When every one bad retired to rest, -and
the bride and bridegroom had entered their apart-
ment the Jatter locked the door, .took up a p1s-

s3



262 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

tol, and said as follows: « I am acquainted, Ma. -
dam, with the reports that have been circulated
respecting- your reputation ; it is but just that
T should be acquainted also how far these reports
are founded ; choose, therefore, whether you will
make me a general confession, or perish by my
‘hand.” r
The poor bride, confused and trembling, wept,
~lamented, and implored his pity and forbearance,
but in vain; Trenck was inexorable, and to her
prayers to spare her life answered only, Let me
have a general confession, with no omissions, no reser-
vation j or receive your' death at my hands! He
persevered so absolutely, that she was at length
_ abliged to enter upon the confession he required,
and in which, impelled by fear, she probably ex-
aggerated the truth.

“When she had confessed all, Trenck Iaymg'
down his pistol, said to her, “ Madam, you were
ignorant of my true character ; if you had known
it you would have entered into no engagement
* with me, consequently I could not have been en-
titled to the avowal you have now made me. As .
this is the case, I do not hesitate to say I have no
" reproach to make you, nor will I ever upbraid

you with the passed. What I wished was to try
if you were capable of declaring the truth: the
experiment affords me a convincing proof of your-

3
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veracity, so that’ in" future I shall know you are-
to be depended on in this particular; this was

-what 1 wanted. Now that I know you pos‘-“

sessed of sincerity and ingenuousness of heart, in.
the fulness of mine I promise you the tenderest,
the sincerest friendship ; the most constant affec-

~tion; the most invariable esteem, and a confi-

dence the most entire. Accept, I entreat, these
promises, and let us be the truest of friends.” The.
lady accepted the conditions, and it appeared,
they lived happily together; at least they were
jointly the parents of seven or eight children,
 After the death of Frederic, Trenck wrote to
the new monarch, and obtained permission to
appear in the Prussian states for the purpose of
collecting” the wrecks of his paternal fortune.

* On arriving at Berlin, it may be easily imagined
his first and most cager object was to visit the

lady who had been the cause of his misfortunes.
Alas! what language could describe the inter-
view? It lasted for some hours, and was conse-
crated to mutual tears.: The past, the present,
the future was reviewed without alleviation to
their mutual sorrows! What perplexities, what
griefs were theirs! What a perspective lay be-
fore them! Trenck, with his hair turned grey
with age; his body curved with the weight of
sixty pounds of iron, which for ten years had
) s 4 )
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hung suspended from it; his features changed
by grief: this was the man who, in his youth,
was. so remarkable for the manly beauty of his -
person, and ‘whose i 1mage she had so falthfullyf-
preserved ! He, on the other hand, beheld in her,
for whom he had suffered so much, a female, like
himself and for the same cause, -prematurely ad-
vanced in years ; a head entifely bald, and shaking
so as scarcely to support itself ; a face disfigured
and ghastly in its expression, and miserably
- wrinkled ; eyes distorted, dim, and haggard ; a
-form that tottered with its feebleness, and joined .
to limbs that, through contortion and disease,
were no“longer able to perform their office.
How, in so altered a being, was he to trace the:
- once loved object of his affection ; an object pos-
sessed of -the bloom of youth, features the most
regular, a complexion the most dazzling, the
most bewitching graces, all the charms and at-
tractions of the most captivating physiognomy-
and most consummate beauty! How, in the ac-
cents of the austere affliction, the cold unfeeling
train’ of reasoning, of desperation, and distrust
that now escaped her, was he. ta recognize the
tones that once delighted his enamoured ear!
- How, in the harsh illiberal spirit in which she
‘now judged of men and things, could he be re<
minded of the rich sallies of  the imagination -
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which so often had gratified his.understanding !
Where were now the impetuosity of youthful
‘ gaiety, the sweetness of her manners, the enjoy-
ment of the fleeting moment, and the -illusive
dreams of future bliss! Ah! all these joys were.
fled!. Each now finds in the other a shrunk,
emaciated form ! What efforts were necessary.
on either side to sustain the unnatural shock !
" In this moment of trial, the resolution of the
lady proved superior to that of Trenck. She
conducted the scene in such a manner. as to.
make it serve the purpose of dxvertmo for the
time their mutual sorrow, and also that Of:mU’,‘
tual communication respecting their past. suffer~
ings: she inquired every particular. concerning
his situation ; what the nature of his present re-.
sources and his future hopes; how many children
he had, and their different ages; what manner of.
education- he adopted for them: she next assur- -
-ed him, she would do for them the utmost in’
her power, and promised to take his eldest oxrl
“in a short time under her roof in quality of a
companion. In this spirit it was they separated.
to see each other no more. S '
_Trenck immediately proceeded. to’ Prussm,f
where he found no more than an inconsiderable.
inheritance, which had nearly dwindled to no- -
thing in the possession of the persons in whose .

,
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“hands it had remained during a sequestration:
of near thirty years ; and on his return to Berlin
he found that the lady, whose remaining strength
had been exhausted by the interview that had
taken place, had grown daily worse, and had at
length terminated her unfortunate and burden-
some existence. '

Trenck having now in his own country nei-
ther friends, relations, nor resources, conceived
the project of going to France and publishing his

“history, This was at a period when the cry of

- liberty resounded from every quarter in his ear:

the victim of prejudice, and of a despotism the

* most implacable, he flattered himself he should

" experience from the French an encouraging re-
ception. - He came to Paris, where he excited

o particular interest, and lived there in a state
of perfect indigence. But the tigers who formed
the summitof the Mountain factlon, and withwhom
the most flimsy pretext was sufficient to make a

prey of the defenceless, thought proper to sup~

pose him a secret emissary of despotism, and
upon this allegation they sent him to the guillo-
tine. As he went to the place of execution, he-
~said to the surrounding crowd, «“ Why are you

so ‘much. astonished? What you see is only a

comedy  after the manner of Robespierre.”

Thus, with the calm of genuine courage, with
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true firmness and innocence of soul, and with a
mind weaned from human concerns, did he en-
counter the stroke of death. - .

The ten years of peace which intervened be-
tween the two first wars of Frederic and the
seven years’ war, is the period when that monarch
should naturally have afforded the greatest num-
ber of interesting anecdotes: at this time it was,
more than any other, that he-sacrificed to the
muses, and most devoted himself to philosophy
" and the arts, to say nothing of his indefatigable
application to the administration of his govern-
ment, and the projects he conceived, prepared,
and executed in consequence. We shall not at-
tempt to follow him in this series of employ~
ments, still more complicated in their nature
than long in their duration, since all we should
learn by such inquiry will naturally be found in
the articles appropriated to the persons who -
either surrounded, seconded, or served him. We
therefore shall proceed to take a view of Fre-
deric on the occasion of the seven years’ war;
but this with a rapidity exceeding even that he
exercised in flying from one victory to another,’
' or in repairing the disasters he had been unable
to prevent. : )

The king having discovered that, in 1746, the
imperial courtsof Vienna and Petersburg had con-.
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cIuded a secret treaty, the object of which was
to secure themselves the means of dispossessing:
him of all power, and. annihilating him as a sove-
reign whenever this should be found practicable,
could not fail to watch, with unceasing vigilance,
not only the motions of these two courts, but of
those also which betrayed the most striking
symptoms of being closely attached to them. -
The result of this vigiiance was, that Frederic,
through the treachery of a secretary to the Saxon
~ embassy, obtained the knowledge that, after ten
years of impotent endeavour_s; the execution of
the project of the imperial courts was now in ses
. rious agitation ; that to this effect he was to be
attacked by Russia ‘and Austria at ‘once; that
France was to embrace their views, and become-
their ally, as well as Poland and Sweden, but’
that the former of these two, having every thing N
to fear for the fate of Saxony, was not to declare'
itself till Frederic should be wholly unable to re-
quite the injury; that there had been, and still
was, important negotiations. carrying on respect-’
“ing this object at Petersburg, and that Count de
Bruhl was deeply interested in them, and was in-
formed of all the proceedmcs ,
Conformably with the respectlve situations of
the parties, it was of importance to obtain of
Frederic two essential points: the one was to in-
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fluence him to delay his hostile measures and -
operations, at least till every party should be
ready to attack him at the same time; and the
other, to prevent his forming an alliance with
England. As to Saxony, the feigned neutrality of
the King of Poland was considered as the gua-
rantee of the safety of that country. B

. With these views, and under these circum-
-stances, -Louis the Fiftcenth. sent the Duke de
Nivernois as ambassador 'extraordinary to the
- court of Prussia, for the purpose of amusing Fre-
deric with a project it wasnot intended to fulfil ;
or, if fulfilled, could have proved to him no means
of security. M. de Nivernois was received with
all the ceremonies usually employed toward extra-
ordinary apxbaséadors: he was lodged ina large
and splendid hotel, which is now the porcelain
manufactory; and a guard was placed at his door.
Baron de Poelnitz, in quality of first chamberlain,
was directed to concert with 'him respecting
the ceremonials necessary for his first audience,
which was to be conducted with the greatest
pomp imaginable. The baron, on the day ap-
" pointed, waited on -the duke to conduct. both
* him and his suite.in the maost sumptuous car-
riages to the court; and thus, attended by a nu-
merous escort proceeding in a slow and solemn

2 !
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' pace, was he ushered into the presence of the
king.
The ambassador fOL.nd his majesty seated on
. the throne; he pronounced an eloquent. dis-
course, and presented his credentials: Frederic -
received them graciously, listened with attention,
and replied with dignity and conciseness ; then,
throwing aside the tone of ceremony, he con-
versed with the ambassador in a manner at once
engaging, courteous, and familiar, on the .sub-
_ jects of literature and philosophy, and in parti-
cular on that of the French academy. .
: Such was the result of this important 'mdxence,
and of several others that succeeded it.. Fre-
“deric fefused himself to none they chose to so-
licit; but to all the propositions brought forward
on such occasions, he answered only by a few
unmeaning words, and constantly resumed the
subject of literature ; a line of conduct that gave
him opportunities of saying the most civil things
to the ambassador, who at length, despairing of
bringing his purpose to an issue, was at a loss
what further step to take,
At this Juncture Frederic agreed to "rant hlm
a private interview : this monarch had hitherto
deferréd an explanation, and employed the inter-
mediate time in negotiating his allidnce with

’
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Ehgland; of ithe result of which he had been in
daily expectation; at length he had received
- from London the treaty 'signed by the hand of
George, and which had been previously signed
by himself. This transaction he now communi- .
cated to the Duke de Nivernois, saying, “ Am-
bassador, I am going to acquaint you with a
plece of mte]hgence that will 6ccasion you some
surprlse, and which, in several points of view,
gives me considerable uneasiness : I have just
concluded a treaty of alliance with Eng]and.”...;
¢ Sire, this cannot be possible.”...,* It is, how-
.ever, true; the business is absolutely concladed ;
~ circumstances were imperious; and sovereigns,
“you know, are seldom their own masters, but are
necessarily governed by events. I have been the
ally of Louis the Fifteenth ; I have had no cause
to complain of that relation, and I bear him great -
affection. Well, now I am his enemy! One
" only. hope remains to nge me consolatlon :itis
a that the time will come when my destiny will be
more propxtlous, when I shall resume my past
- alliance with that monarch. Tell him, I entreat
you,of the sincere attachment I feel, and shall ever .
continue to feel, toward him.”....< Ah! Sire, what
a misfortune! How shall I summon the cou-
_.rage to announce so unexpected and afflictive
~an event to LOLUS_ the Fifteenth, who entertains
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for your majesty so ardent an affection, .and whg
sent me hither to cement, if possible, the bonds
of a friendship so honourable to you both!”....
¢ What, Sir, could I possibly do? . It was a ne=
cessary evil that admits of no remedy : but Louis
the Fifteenth may easily form other alliances ; for
cxample, w1th the house of Austria.”....* Your
majesty is not serious?”....  Why not ? 3 An al-
liance betweéen France and Austria is so natural !
Were I in'your place, I would suggest the idea
to my court: believe me, good advice may some-
 times be.offered, even by an enemy ; and then a
wise ‘man will not disdain to profit by it.”....
« Sire, I will write to my court to tell them this
- +is. the counsel you offer us.”....« With all my

‘heart ; it will be well done *.” . ,

- Ihave been toId that tlm narrative and dxalogue are
not in accord with the dispatches of the Duke de Nivernois.
I cannot tell whether the duke was fearful of offending the
_court of Vienna, Louis the Fifteenth, the ministry of the day,
or, above all, the Marchioness of Pompadour; and whether
this fear led him to falsify his dispatches, if not in substance,
at least with regard to the form. The court of France, at
the same time that she contracted'an alliance with Austria
and Russia against Frederic, whom they were determined
to de§troy, and of whom Louis the Fifteenth ‘was jealous,
was solicious to divert her future victim from an alliance
with England; this was the object of the mission of Niver-
Jwis; it could have no other: if this poiut is contested with
we, there is no longer any certainty in history; but grant
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‘M. de Nxvernoxs accordingly dlspached a mes=
senger the same day; but it was to announce the
result of his mission. After this audience, the
ambassador had only to prepare for ‘his de-
parture. : R )

The King of Pruséla lost o time: . well assur=
ed that thc King of Poland, elector of Saxony;
was one of his secret-enemies, hés when least
expected, made himself master of the electorate.
On entering the town of Dresden, he sent one
of his generals to the Queen of Poland, who re:

_mained in it, to say that the reason he did not
come in person to pay her his feépects,‘ was be:
cause he knew the sight of an enemy could not

me this, and it is of little xmportance under what sort, of
impressions or apprehensions our ambassador wrote his dis<
patches; my tale cannot be refuted by them. In fine, . I.
have said nothing above, which was not a subject of general
notoriety, avowed and repeated on the spot by all those
whd were nearest to Frederic, and had ‘the best opportus
nities of information. -The Duke de Nivernois was. loved
and esteemed at Berlin; Prince Henry had always a sincere
friendship for him; but they laughed in their sleeves at his
mission, which they regarded as a piece of diplomatical le~
gerdemain., The sarcasm implied; in the words of Frederic,
an alliance between Austria and France is so natural, is known. _*
to be in exact conformity with his genexal character and
his feelings at the time. Count Finck; Baron Poelnitz; and
_others, heard him use the words, and repeated them after’
him. . - -
VOL, 11, ' T ’ . .
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be agreeable; but that he wished her to rely on
_his most positive assurances that her person should
continue free and ever be respected: that she
should retain her private guard; and that such
measures should be taken as would insure her
the ordinary attendance to which she was accus- -
tomed; but that his Prussian majesty trusted she
would not take offence if he allowed himself to
make some strict researches, which the most im-
portant political considerations rendered neces-
sary: that his majesty was authorized to believe
that certain papers, of which he stood in need,’
were deposited in Dresden ; that he could not,
without injustice to himself, but avail himself of
the present opportunity to procure them. The
general ended with requesting her Polish majesty
to consent to his making the researches above
alluded to, and particu]drized in the orders he had
received; and even to facilitate his endeavours,
by furnishing him with the keys of the desks,
bureaus, cabinets, and strong boxes of the castle.
The queen manifested no reluctance in her
- compliance with. the first demand, well aware, no.
doubt, that nothing would be found of the na-
ture sought for ; but she abandoned herself to the
~most violent anger and haughty indignation,
when, these first researches having proved fruitless,.
she found the persons employed in the examina-
! l -
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tion were proceeding to search in other places,
“and even in the bed in which sheslept. She de-
clared, with vehemence, that this indignity she
would not endure, and rushed forward before the
persons to defend it from their indecent scrutiny.
The general, constantly multiplying his excuses,
represented that, under circumstances where state
affairs of great importance were at stake, no at-
tention could be paid to considerations of mere
decorum, and that on no account could he dis-
pense with the observance of the orders he had-
received. The cries and opposition of the queen
~ accordingly were vain: they passed her by, and
the strong box which contained thetreaty signedat.
- Petersburg was found, as is affirmed, in her bed.
Such are the particulars which have frequently’
been communicated to me relative to this extra-
ordinary event; I have even been assured that
the papers found in the strong box were still pre-
served in the archives' of the cabinet of Berlin.
If, therefore, all these circumstances are abso-
lutely true, as in the Prussian states they are as--
serted to be, Frederic is, no doubt, sufficiently-
justiﬁed not only in taking possession of Saxony,
but in respect to his conduct toward the Queen
of Poland, in whatever light it was represented
by the French newspapers at the time. ' When.
one sees public papers wilfully misrepresent facts,-
T 2
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and substituting throughout the grossest calunre
nies for truths, one can do no less than form a
stedfast resolution to reject as false every allega-
tion advanced by the enemies of the parties
whose actions are'to be judged of. All France
at this time regarded Frederic as a savage barba-
rian; ;is the mounster of the north ; and the cabinet
of Versailles, which, urged on by policy and the
intrigues of the dauphiness, employed every means -
“to disseminate and maintain these opinions, vivas
at the very time persuaded of their falsehood. It
was even prctended that the life of the Queen of
Foland was in dan"er, and all hearts were pene-
trdted with emotion to see w1th what despair her
daughter, the dauphiness, came and threw her-
“self publicly at the feet of Louis the Fifteenth,

dunandnw vengeance for the suﬁ”ermas of her
motner*,

. * There are here two questions to be settled : 1st. Was it
in the queen’s bed that the treaty in question was looked for
and found? The idea of rude ly approaching the bed of a
queen has, in our manners, something in it so audacious and

_indecent, that all the world has agreed to say that it was
in the archives, and not in the bed, that the treaty was dis-’
coveaed but it has not been sufficiently considered that,’
owever mtural it is that a queen should exert her utmost
strength to defend her bed against the impertinence of cu-
riosity, it would be ridiculous and absurd to suppose that she
cxe_rted herself with the same violence to prevent the epen.-
ing the door of the archives: the conqueror must haye been.
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A new crime was now imputed to Frederic;
this" was the manner in which he made himsecif

expected to make this use of his power; her majesty’s re-
sistance must have been childishness or frenzy, and she
" makesa ﬁgure in the story which nothing can justify or ex-
cuse; add to this, it could not be a secret in the court of
Dresden or the Prassian army what was the scene in which
this incident occurred. Now it was constantly and uniform-
_ly stated at the time aud on the spot, that the whole trans
action related to the quecn’s bed, whatever motives of po-
liteness or decorum may have influcnced the writers on both
sides to substitute afterward the word archives in the room
of the word bed, a substitution the more ingenious, as, in
the dlplomatlca] language, treaties and public records are
always suppossd to be deposited in the archives, wherever
they may really happen to be.
2dly, What was the nature of the treaty, the possessxon
of which Frederic was so eager to obtain? DI Iertzberg
has told us that it was a treaty of eventual alliance, by which
the King of Poland engaged to unite himself with the con-
federates, only in case his dominions should be violated by
" _the Prussian forces. It is true the position of Saxony
“obliged the elector to use this phraseology to justify Lim
jn appcarance and save him in extremity : but one word
will suffice to disperse the illusion. What need had King
Augustus of a treaty to engage him to defend himself when-
ever he should be attacked ? Hertzberg seems to entertain
a doubt whether the project of dethroning Frederic wounld
ever have beenattempted if he had not first turned aggressar
against King Augustus. But political disquisition, and M.
Hertzberg more than any body, must and ought to explain
the meaning of words, according to the circumstances ynder
which they are heard, What the minister said in a publie
T3

~
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‘master of the camp of Pirna, and the policy he
used in. disseminating throughout his army the
fifteen thousand Saxons who became his pri-
soners: in this, however, he did no more than
profit to the utmost of the fruits of his activity
and the gifts of fortune. .
After some months he found himself compel-
led to employ a greater degree of severity than o
he had at first proposed. The Queen of Poland
and particularly Madame Bruhl who never left
her side, contrived, by meéans of the guards Fre-
deric felt himself obliged to allow the former, to
convey intelligence to the Austrians of all the
discoveries they could make at Dresden concern-
“ing the strength, motions, ‘opeyratiohs, and pro-

discourse before-the academy of Berlin, long after the war
had ceased, might be exactly proper to soften the irritation
of -hostile minds, and to manifest his own impartiality and
.modecration ;-and yet it may not be less certain that, if Fre-
deric had acted in 1756 as his minister professed to think
more than thirty years after, his ruin would have been in-
evitable. Hertzberg seems, in this instance, to be the ac-
cuser of Frederic; but it was when his great master had
been twelve months dead, aid under the reign of William

the Second, who‘gave Hertzberg a ribbon, and created him
~a count, and who had chosen for the governor of his
‘children the son of Count Bruhl, formerly one of Frederic’s

bitterest enemies, Such are the faith and ingenuousness of
statesmen ! '
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jects of that ‘monarch: to obviate this abuse of
his kindness it would have been necessary to con-
tract the boundaries allotted to her. guard for
walking, and this measure he was sensible would
only have raised an outcry without producing
the desired effect. Frederic accordingly adopted
a safe and more simple medium. He caused it
to be represented to the queen, that national ani-
mosity might bring on quarrels between her pri-
vate guard and the Prussians that it would be’
pruduent to avoid; that the Saxons, being the
‘weakest, must necessarily run gréater hazards
opposed to the former, and thus occasion her ma-
jesty disquietude; that on this account he had
adopted the plan of appointing her majesty a
Prussian guard, by whom she would be served
with equal zeal, "and left in the enjoyment of
_ equal freedom and tranquillity. Thus the queen
Jost her agents, and no longer found the possibi-
lity of serving the enemy as she had previously
done. It is easily imagined this new measure
did not fail to awaken and increase the clamours
of the public. '

At the moment of this invasion of Saxony,
“while the king was at Leipsic, BaronKnipbausen
arrived there on his return from France, to which
court he had been in quality of his minister ple-
-nipotentiary. They had a long and immedjate in-

‘ T 4
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terview, in which the baron gave his majesty an
account of the discoveries he had been able to
make respecting the disposition, designs, and.
preparations of the French government : having-
fulfilled this first duty, he added, I should deem.
myself culpable toward your majesty',‘Sire, if I:
did not inform you that every thing your majesty
"does or says, even .in your most private inter=,
course, is known at the court of Versailles. I
was not able to discover by whom nor in what
manner this information is effected ; but I have.
heard repeated, from the ]ips'of persons belong-
. ing to the court of France, the conversation your
majesty has held even on the most trivial sub-
jects. I venture therefore to entreat, Sire, that
in this respect you will use the necessary circum-
spection; and the rather, as your majeéty is well
aware that a éing]e word, that has the power to
stmtr is sometimes the cause of more serious mis-
chlefs than actions of even the greatest weight.”
...«All this is vastly well,” replied the king; I
am extremely glad to see you. I must naw ga
out on horseback; but you will dine with me,
when we can again- converse on this subject 1f
we should think it necessary.”

At table, when every one had, been served
the kmg, addressmg himself to his guests, said -

to them, m presence of the attend'mts, and.

\
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and smiling as he spoke, «“ Observe, Gentlemen,

how singular a fate is mine! My reverence for
the fair sex is well known! On no occasion do I

fail in the respect I owe them. Well, would you .

believe it, I, who give them no cause for offence,

,whd occasion them no manner of restraint, who
have no concern in common with them, and
never meddle with their affairs, am condemned:

to carry on an open war with them. Here am I

compelled to enter the lists with three of them at
once, and these the most illustrious Europe has
to boast ; the Empress Elizabeth of Russia, the
Empress Maria-Theresa of Vienna, and the Mar-
~ chioness de Pompadour of France! And what,
I pray you, is my offence? Can you conceive of
any thing more extraordinary? The three first
ladies (the king used a very gross word) in Eu-

rope unite together to provoke, beyond the

bounds of endurance, the man who of all the
world should be the most indifferent to them.”....
“ Ah! how singular a character,” said Baron

Kniphausen to himself; ¢ this, then, is the fruit

of the sermon I preached to him this morning I”*.
I shall not follow Frederic in his. marches and

the numerous battles in which he engaged, because

my intention is rather to put together anecdotes

than to form a regular and complete history.

. From the Swedes Frederic had but little to en-
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dure, nor scarcely did his party deign to enter
them in the general account, and whole cam- -
paigns passed away without their being either
named or thought of : it is easily imagined that it
was Queen Ulrica who reduced the Swedish na-
tion to this state of inactivity or nullity.

With the Russians it was far otherwise; they
made themselves masters of Prussia, and there
exhibited all the ravages of war; pillage, incen-
diaries,. extraordinary taxes: this country was
plunged by the Russians into the most aggra-
vated horrors,” and entirely ruined. - Frederic
fought with them many bloody battles; in one of
which he took several generals prisoners, who:
were of great importance to the enemy; among
others, Gregory Czernicheff, who has since been

- minister at war. These prisoners were presented.
to Frederic on the evening of the.day of their
captivity, by a conductor who announced sim-
plys The Russian generals: Frederic casting on
them an eye of indignation, replied, Generals, say
\‘you 2 rather barbarian incendiaries! and turned
his back upon them. -

A few years -after this occurrence, these gene-
rals, having been exchanged, found themselves
at the head of the Russian army when Peter the

. Third was on the throne. On the death of that
monarch, Catherine the Second sent orders to the
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army to fall back and to remain neuter. ~ Fre- .
deric, on this occasion, had a conversation that
lasted an hour with the very generals he had for-
‘merly treated with so much harshness, and this
with his hat in his hand and exposed to the -
scorching rays'of a mid-day sun; when, by dint
of the most courteous language, promises, and,
‘no doubt, such means as he found likely to’
prove successful, he prevailed upon them to
conceal, till the following day,the order they
had received to fall back; when he instantly gave. -
battle to the Austrians, and employed agéinst
them his whole force, which he did with the
greater security, being covered to the left by the
Russian army, which, though it did not act, yet
maintained every appearance of being in order
for battle, while the Austrians, who as yet knew
nothing of the orders sent from Petersburg, and
believed they had every thing to fear from these
seemingly formidable Russians, dared not weaken |
their numbers on the side exposed to their at-
tack: and thus the Prussians gained a complete
victory; a victory due to the ignorance of the
vanquished, to the infidelity of the Russians
who did not move off till the followiﬁg day,
“and to the activity and legerdemain of the con-
queror. ’
On this occasion General Gregory Czermcheﬁ'
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that arbarian, that incendiary, was presented with
a magnificent sword enriched with diamonds, oﬁnv' '
‘the part of Frederic, which he carefully pre-
served during the rest of his life.” The Rus_sian.
commanders incurred no disgrace at Petersburgh,
because Catherine the Secoud had only to read
“the ‘correspondence of Frederic with Peter the
“Third, to be undeceived in regard to the
former, whom she had imagined at least indiffe-"
,1"ent to the ill treatment she had already received,’
and'might still expect toreceive, from her hus-
band ; for the letters she found of his vmtmrr
among the papers of Peter, ‘who admired him to
enthusiasm, proved to her, on the contrary, that
this monarch had lost no occasion of conciliating-
the affections of Peter toward her, by expressmnr
a high opifion of her qualities. . To this provi-
«dent foresight and moderation on the part of Fre-
deric, must be attributed the determination’ of
the empress to adopt a system of neutrality only
a few. days after she had appeared diSpOSCd to
resume that of Elizabeth. .

. All these details have led me msensxb]y from
the thread of the events to which I shall now re-
Iturn ' ' .

. In a battle between Frederic and the Russxans

-near Franckfort on the Oder, the v1ctory was so
dectdedly in his favour, that he wrote a -billet,
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- destined to announce the event at-Berlin, on'a

drum’s head, which billet, according to the cus-
tom of the country, was carried by thirty pos-
tillions, each blowing a French horn: but Fre-
derick’s security proved fatal; he neglected ne-
cessary precautions, and lost the day.

A Russian corps, consisting of about twelve
t»h‘oAu’sand men, provided mth thirty pieces of

cannon, were posted on a hillock of sand called:

The Fews’ Burying Ground, on the banks of the

Oder. . Frederic ordered that they should not

be allowed to retreat, nor would he take them
prisoners, but determiped that they should be
driveninto the river; he accordingly sent suc-
cessively all the divisions of. his victorious army
for the execution of that purpose, who all . pe-
rished in the attempt, while Frederic himself
did not escape without being wounded, ,Amon_g
others, the celebrated Kliest,” author of a pleas-
- ing description of Spring, was killed on that day;

and half an hour subsequent to the news of a-

.'great victory gained, a new courier stepped for-
* ward on the canvass, the bearer of a billet-which
exhibited the following words: « Let the queen,,

the royali family, the treasures, and every thing

that may be found possible, be mstant]y CODVL} ed
10 ‘Magdeburg. -All is lost ! -
~ While the dejected remnant of his axmy were.

! i
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" . effecting a retreat, Frederic himself remained -
motionless under the destructive battery of the
Russians, from whence he was removed by one
of his pages or aid-de-camps, who laid hold of
his horse’s bridle and conducted him from the
spot. I have conversed with different military .
officers who were present on this occasion, who
were all perfectly convinced he acted thus in the
hepe of being killed by a cannon shot.

The following year the Russians visited Berlin,
where those incendiaries of Prussia proved them-
selves much better disciplined, more moderate,
. and less like barbarians than the Austrians. Pro-
tections were granted to a great number of fa-
milies, and notably to all those recommended
by the celebrated Euler: the contributions levied.
were moderate; public monuments were re~
.spected ; an almoner, or pope, detected in the
commission of some fraud, was even whipped,
the general having respectfully kissed his hand
both before and after the administration of this
punishment.

_ The Prussian monarchy was truly, at this
time, on the brink of complete ruin, and all
means to avert the evil to all appearance unavail-
_ing. Fortunately the death of Elizabeth hap-
pened at this crisis, a circumstance which may
be considered as -one of _the miraculous and un-

¥
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expected ‘events that effected the salvation of
Frederic.

This monarch fought but one battle in person
against the French, which was that of Rosbach.
His perplexity on this occasion would have been
extreme, if the Prince de Soubise had calculated
on any other principles than those of a puerile
and childish vanity. A man of cool reflection
would have said, ¢ Thus reason herself dictates
to me, to stay in this place, and to avoid the
combat.” Bat, instead of a calculation so pru-
dent and simple, he yielded to the ridiculous
hope of conquering the King of Prussia, and
dreaded nothing so much as losing the present
“opportunity ; accordingly his defeat was com-
plete. :

The kmg set hlmse]f to composmv -the epistle
in verse in which he so heartily thanks the
Prince de Soubise ; and the next day set out for -
Silesia. . It was natural to believe that Prince de
Saxe Hildburg Haussen had proved a traitor on
this occasion. - It was even afterward observed,
that  this pfince, who was loaded with debts,
had derived assistance from Frederic, which pre- -
vented his creditors from suing him; and the fol-.
lowing observations’ of Frederic respecting M.
de Soubise has been often repeated: “ He has
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‘twenty cooks and not a sing!e spy ; while I,. on
my part, have twenty sples and but one cook.”

i During the campaigh in which Marshal ‘de
Richelieu succeeded to Marshal d’Etreés, and
made so unprofitable a use of the victory gained .
by the latter, the first step of this courtier ge-
neral was, to form the project for laying siege to
‘Ma«dcburu s to this effect he advanced as far as

the district of Halberstadt, where he received a
visit from a man who had the courage and patri-
otism to- suppose orders he could neither solicit

nor receive in time, but-that, under the exist~
ing circumstances, he deemed to be absolutely
pecessary. - This person was the guard intristed -
with.the care of the greatest portion of the trea=
sure which had been conveyed to Magdeburg.

He sccretly offered a sum of money to Marshal
de Richelieu, on condition of. his proceeding no
further, which the latter accepted. At least
this account has been repeated to me a hun-
dred times, by persons about the court.

. The service thus rendered to his country by
M. Dankelmann (this was the name of the. per-
son) was the more important, as at this time
there were in the garrison of Magdeburg no more
troops than the .wrecks of two or three . ruined -

battalions, with about twelve hundred deserters; ,
o .

-
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or othe;'"récruits, who were learning their exer- -
cise, and on whom no dependence could be
placed. Every one was well convinced, that if
the French troops had once reached the place it
must in a few days have surrendered, being ab-
solutely destitute of effectual defence. Thus
Marshal de Richelieu.lost time, and gave Prince
Ferdinand an opportunity of driving all the
French posts back upon the Rhine. From that
time M. Dankelmann was honoured with the con-
fidence and public consideration of his sove-
reign. o '
But the grand struggle of Frederic during this
_war was aimed- against the Austrians. When
he went to see the camp of Joseph the Second, °
a long time after the conclusion of the peaéc. he

_ observed Field-marshal Laudon about to place
himself opposité to him at table; upon which he
said to him, “ I beg, Marshal, you will come
hither and sit near me ; I had much rather have

~ you by my side than face to face.” Laudon was
in fact the general who, more than any other,
had thwarted his operations, and occasioned him
vexation in the course of the war. It has not
yet been determined whether the constancy of
* this monarch, in supporting the greatest fatigue,

" the uniform courage of his character, or the yer-
YOL. 11, . v -
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satility .of his genius, were the object the most
worthy of our admiration. o
"With respect to the first of these qualifications,
he was forward on all necessary occasions to
place himself on foot at the head of his troops in
the most rigorous and inclement season of the
year, and - accomplished the most fatiguing
marches with a serene tranquillity that precluded
all possibility of complaint among his soldiers:
_this in’ particular was his situation on his march
from Rosbach to Silesia, during the end of No- :
vember and more than half of the month of De-
cember. In like manner, when the article of
bread was of the worst quality, and excited bit- .
‘ter complaints among the troops, Frederic has
been seen to ask the soldier nearest to him for
a piece of his bread, which he greedily swal-
Jowed, and then said, « Your bread, it is true,
is not the best ; however, with a good appetite
it'is not so much amiss. I will take care, as
soon as it may be possible, to procure you better.
Till then, we must make a virtue of necessity.”
~ On the loss of the battle of Collin, Frederic
set out with some of his generals full gallop to
~raise the blockade of Prague before Prince
Charles should be informed of the fatal event.
After a fatiguing journey they arrived at ‘a vik

)
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lage, at the entrance of which they observed a
woman with a bagket of cherries. The LmO‘
bought the cherries, and said to his compamona,
“ Our horses, Gentlemen, want rest: we our-
selves may even loiter away an hour or two
without risk, as we' have advanced 50 rapidly ;-

let us pass it in this place.”

© They entered a barn, and while some persons
took care of their horses, they procured some

- straw, on which they sat down, and soon emptied

the basket of . cherries; after which Frederic

. said to them, “ Which of you is least inclined to

h33]

sleep f”” It was natural that Baron de Pirch, his

_ page, should offer himself the first. «Well,” said

the king, « look whato’clock it is by your watch.

- Keep you awake: have 'every thing in readiness

to pursue our journey, and awake us in one

‘hour.”  Frederic then stretched himself on the

straw, saying, ¢ Come, let us be quiet and go to
sleep.” . And in less than a minute slept himself
'profoundly

With respect to personal courage, I believe no
man that ever existed has given more constant
and unquestionable proofs than Frederic of
this admirable quality. . I have already related

many of the instances, and I might multiply
them to mﬁmty I have seen th\_ ciothes he
wore during this terrible war, which were pur--

- v 2
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chased by Captain.Favrat ; that is, his hat, coat,
- waistcoat, breeches, and boots: the whole was
- thoroughly worn out, and extremely dusty ; but
the hat and coat 'were pierced through with
bullets. .

I have seen also, in the posses<xon of M. le Catt,
a go]d etui case, which Frederic ordinarily kept .
in the side pocket of his breeches. In the battle
of Zorndorff a bullet from the enemy struck
against this etui with so much force as ta bulge
it considerably, and must otherwise have done
serious injury to his thlgh,v which for this time
escaped with only that of a violent contusion.’

One evening, after being in a severe engage-
- ment in the course of the day, he drew near a
large fire which had just been kindled by some
soldiers of his guards, who asked him where he-
had been all the day, as none of them had seen
him, though it had ever been his custom to join
them in the battle. Frederic, in reply, inform-
ed them both where he had been, and how em-
_ ployed; and unbuttoning his waistcoat, as he
_found himself grow warmer, a bullet fell from it
~which the soldiers picked up, all of them ex- -
claiming it was clear enough he had been in the
thickest of the fight ; ‘the‘y cpded with conjuring
him to- refrain from thus exposing himself to
danger in future,
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This last trait evinces the kind of familiarity
- he allowed his. soldiers, and particularly his
guards, to use towards him. = Of this I will give |
the reader another proof. When he  had con-
fided a part of his financial department to na-
tives of France, he had made for himself a cloak
" trimmed with gold Jace. The first time he reviewed
his regiment, he made his appearance in this
“cloak ; and the soldiers, in a voice loud enough to
be heard, said, < It is easy enough to be seen
that our Fritz is become a French ﬁ'nancier,.for,‘
sce, he wears the gold lace.”” Frederic, ex-
tremely amused with their discourse, turned from
‘them to laugh at his ease. It should be observed
that the name of Fritz had been given him by
the soldiers as 2 mark of their attachment.
Frederic was not only familiar and kind to his
guards to the utmost extent the military disci-
pline could allow of; but sometimes he even
abandoned himself with themr to the kind of
playfulness and gaiety which ever constituted
one of the principal features of his character.
At a certain time, when every soldier was of the
- greater value to him, because he had lost great
~ numbers of his trbops and had no means to pur-
chase more, a handsome grenadier was brought
before him ; he was a native of France, ‘and was
taken in the act of desertion from his regiment.
vl
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“ Grenadier,” said Frederic, * for what reason
would you have quitted us?”.... Egad, Sire,
it was because your affairs go on so badly.”. . . .
- ¢« I agree with you, our affairs at present are
pot so prosperous as we could wish; but let us
but engage in another battle, and afterward, it *
things should go on no better, why, we will de-
sert all together I”.... “ A bargain, Sire ; I con-
sent to your proposal.”

Frederic was not oniy the comrade of his
soldiers, but, under a different form, of his officers
also. A ’captain, I do not recollect of what re-
giment, had on all occasions evinced so decided
a character for zeal and bravery, that he one
day sent him the order of the Cross of Merit,
« My friend, said the captain to the page, who
was the bearer of this insignia, the custom is to
give you eleven ducats in exchange for what
.you have brecught me, and all I have exceeds
- that sum but by a little; these ducats. are of
more use to me than the decoration, for I cannot
live’ without them. Further, as to the present
time I have supported the character of a.man
of merit without this mark of distinction, I surely
can continue so to do on the same conditions.
- On the other hand, though I were a scoundrel,
this decoration would makeme no less a scoundrel,”
_ Carry back, therefore, to the king this order, res
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.peat to him what you have beard me say, and
tell him I stand in need of no such ‘gewgaws to
do my duty.”

The page accordingly gave the king an ac-
‘count of h1s embassy, who the next day sent
back the same page to the officer with the order
of the Cross of Merit, accompanied by a billet
contammo these words: I forgot, my dear Cap-
tain, that I owed you a hundred ducats; I have
recollected it, and I now send them toyou: I
hope you will accept them along with the order
~of the Cross of Merit, which is so justly your
due.”. ...« Ah!” said the captain to the page,
- «thisis quite another thing : I give you, my friend,
twenty-two ducats instead of eleven ; and tell the
king, that since he thinks of paying his debts, I.
also pay mine.”

In one of the unfortunate battles fought by
Frederic, he found himself at the close of the
evening with scarcely a man near him but his
page, Pirch. ~As he was in pursuit of his sol-
diers, he perceived a lone farm-house, and pro-
ceeded toward it, saying to his page, ¢ In that
lfouse, I presume, we shall ﬁ_nd a detachment of
my guards.” ... Sire, do not run the risk of
entering it; it is to the full as likely we may
find in it enemies instead of friends.” ... No,
-NO, thlS cannot be, let us make the experlmcnt‘

U4
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At least, Sire, let me go first and make what dis-
coveries I can in thls respect.”’ Saying this,

. Pirch sct off full galiop wuhout waiting for a

rep]y " , - . _
When he was sufficiently near to the house
for those within to' distinguish that he was a
Prussian, a smart firing. was discharged upon
him, and one of the bullets entered his shoulder;
upon which he returned to the king, who then
pursued his researches in another direction. This
was the ‘only wound Baron de Pirch recewed
.durmg the whole of thls war.
' Frederic at one time was in league with a supc-
rior officer in the Austrian service, a major of the
- name of Rétzow, who gave him secret intelligence
to the utmost in his power concerning the projects
'ofGeneralDaun. This traitor experienced the fate
~ whichsooner or later isthat of personsof his stamp;
he was detected. General Daun fell jn with his
- messenger, who had a basket under his arm, and
asked him what it contained ; the latter having
answered that it contained only some eggs, the
general ordered him to give them to his ccok.
In breaking these eggs, it was discovered that
one of them had been previously emptied, and,
after being filled with a picce of paper contain-
ing the secret mtel]wence, was aﬂam Jomed tos '
- gether. . 3 '

-
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General Daun sent for the offender, and shut:
ting himself into a room with him, he said,
“ Here is a paper of secret intelligence you
‘would have conveyed to the encmy of ybur couns-
try ; you cannot deny the fact, for the paper is
written with your hand. Your crime is no less
evident than horrible. You merit death ; nor do
- I believe that among the Witnesses of yout exe-
cutloq would be found one who would bestow
on you his compassion: but you belong to a
family of high respectability, and I confess I can-
not divest myself of those sentiments toward its
members withwhich you have ceased to inspire me, -
T am desirous to save, at least, the honour of your -
relations, and I perceive but one means of ob-
taining this end. Sit down to this desk, and
" write as I shall dictate to the King of Prussia,’
which I will contrive shall reach his hands with-
out delay. I will make the most at Vienna of .
the service you will thus have done us at the last

moment ; and should this prove insufficient for the -

preservation of your liberty, it will at least, I
trust, save both your honour and your life.”

The traitor, discovered and confounded, sub-
mitted to every thing. M. Daun dictated a bil«
Jet, in which the king was informed that the
- Austrians had held a numerous council of war,

;'m'y_vl}xch the general in chief had proposed ta
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give his-Prussian majesty battle; that opinions .
" in this council had been so various, and so ob-
stinately supported on either side, that no reso-
Jution had been fixed on but that of sending a
courier to Vienna to demand orders of her impe-
rial majesty, and waiting the return of this mes-
senger: that consequently the army would re-
main inactive for a week at least.

. The king having received this billet in the
evening, determined in consequence to allow his
generals an interval of rest : he gave them a sup- .
per,.at which he received them in the highest
spirits imaginable. The pleasure of conversa-
tion was even prolonged to a later hour than is
usual in a camp. \
~ At length the company thought of separating
for the night; at the same moment an Austrian
deserter, sent forward by the advanced posts, de-
sired to speak with the king. “ From whence did
you come:” said Frederic. . ... “ From the camp
of General Daun, Sire.”. ... And what is doing
in his camp "’ ... . « Preparations are making to
‘attack your majesty.” .... “ This, friend, is im-
possible : General Daun can have no such in-
tention.” . ... “ He so certainly has that inten-
tion, Sire, that orders for removing the camp had
been given before 1 left it, and all the troops
were already employed in executing them ; they
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were to march about one, and to make their -
attack on your majesty by three or four at Jatest.” -
«... “My good fellow, you mistake; [ am better
‘acquainted than you with the intentions of the
- general.” _ ‘
The king then ordered the deserter to be de-
livered to the commanding officer of suck a regi-
ment, and that he should be vigiléntly watched.
After he was taken away, the generals repre-
sented to the king, that the warning of the de-
serter might prove of great importance, and that
prudence required him to take his measures in
consequence. ' ‘ '
<My friends,” replied the king, « I know more
- of the designs of General Daun than ahy deserter
in the world; what this fellow relates is all a
fable, or, it may be, that Daun would keep his
troops upon the alert, and thus employs them on
a false pretence. Depend upon it you may be
perfectly easy; so let us drink another bottle, and
then we will go to bed and sleep in the morning
~the hours we have lost by sitting up at night.”
R But what harm,” observed General Zie-
then,  would there be in keeping on our guard ?
We shall-lose but a night’s sleep, which is not
worth considering.” . . .. “ My friends,” resumed
Frederic, < you have already lost so many nights’
rest, and must lose so many more, that it is at
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least prudent to take advantagc of a proper sea-
son for a respite from your fatigues. I find I
must, command you to go ‘to bed and sleep
soundly ; I shall myself set you the example:
Gentkmcn, good night, and good repose to
you.”
- When they had lcft the king, “ Brothers,” said
General Ziethen to his companions, “do you in-
tend to go to bed?”. ... “ We were thinking to -
do so,”replied several of them: “the king, you see,
seems absolutely sure we have no danger to ap-
prehend ; we therefore act accordingly.”....
“ Well,” said Ziethen, I, on my part, shall in-
stantly order all the horses in my regiment to
be saddled, and all my soldiers to keep them- -
sclves in readiness. The king urges the fatiguing
-nights we have had, but the addition of one such
night is little worth attention ; the evil is small
indeed, and,v in my opinion, the account of thc
deserter is too positive to be disregarded. The
king relies that the man 1s mistaken: but why
may not he himself mistake? In things of such
importance, it is extremely wrong to.neglect
such precautions as we have the power to em-
ploy.” )
- This example of erthen prevalled on two of
the other generals to imitate his proceedings ; and
1t was thece three regiments that saved the ng
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and his army. At four o’clock, Daun arrived in
order of battle. Upon the first alarm, the three
regiments of cavalry made their appearance, en-~
gaged the enemy in a skirmishing sort of contest,
and thus gained time for the other regiments to
rise, resume their arms, and receive orders. Fre-
~ deric lost no time in adopting the happiest mea- |
sures possible: he fought despcratefy the whole
morning, and after having lost Marshal Klieth,
a prince of Brunswick, and near ten thousand’
men, after being himself wounded, together with
the majority of his generals, 'he marched his
army to an eminence a league distant from the
spot, where it. was so securely posted that Daun

- dared not venture to attack it; but during the
confusion, disorder, and precipitation of the |
scene, the enemy found means to seize a part of
the baggage and cannon, and, in particular, the
whole equipage and effects of the king.

Such was the battle of Hockirchen, which to
Frederic proved one of ‘those impressive lessons,
the tendency of which was to-increase his na-
tural proneness to a mistrustful temper.

This was not the only occasion on which Ge-
neral Ziethen rendered his country the most es-
sential services. - I am enabled to relate of him -
several others. In another battle, for example,
he disappeared suddenly with his regiment, con-

.
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sisting of about four thousand men: after some
time he was perceived on the summit of a moun-
tain, which, unobserved by every one, he had as-
cended, and from the height of {vhic_h he de-
scended with every advantage from the gradual
declivity, and fell on the rear of the enemy, whose
front was at the same time engaged in the
warmest of the Dbattle. .

Nothing could be more ingenuous, liberal, and
noble, than the manner in which the King of
Prussia terminated this long and cruel war.

He was at the castle of Hubersburg, in Saxony,
when conversing with Baron de Hertzberg on.
_ the subject of politics, the latter told him that
the empress queen was well disposed to make a
. peace with him, as he had been positively assured -
- by a person whom he named. .. .. “A peace,” re-
 plied Frederic! ¢ This I have long desired and
also proposed. *If what you say is true, a peace
shall not long be wanted. On this he took a half
sheet of paper and wrote on it as follows: * If
her imperial majesty be, as I am assured, dis-
posed to conclude a peace, I have the honour to
declare to her, that a peace is also my desire ;
but such a measure must be determined on with
promptitude : ‘no canvocations,. no -mediators,
no diplomatic ceremonials. For the rest, my
conditions are extremely simple : I demand,
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“ 1st. That each power shall restore to the
other, the countries of which the fate of war has
- given it the possession. ’
“ 2dly. That nothing be granted. by way of
indemnification to e1ther party, each shall abide
by his own losses. . o
. 8dly. Treaties former]y made shall be con-
firmed. ‘
< 4¢hly.. leesm shall be specially guaranteed
to Prussia.
. “5thly. T will give my vote as an elector to
- the Archduke Joseph at the time of the election
for a king of the Romans. :
.« If these conditions meet the acquiescence of
~her imperial majesty, we will conclude a:peace;
if her majesty does not accept these conditions,
our arms shall decide concerning the destiny of
the respective nations. But I require a prompt
and absolute decision. I can wait nolonger
‘than a week from the present time for the an-
swer of her imperial majesty.” o
Frederic then proceeded to sign the note, and
gave .it to M. de Hertzberg to be forwarded to
the empress queen. The Austrian ministers:
were advocates .for the continuance of the war, .
but Maria-Theresa rejected the idea. An ordi- |
nary counsellor of the court was sent with full
powers to treat with Frederic. To him the



204 - ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

Elector of Saxony Jomed a private counsellor,
who in concert drew out a plan for the treaty in
the presence of the king and M. de Hertzberg,
at . that time counsellor to the legation. This
treaty was signed at Hubersburg, and afterwards
ratified; and from the 17th of February the
- Prussian troops entered upon their march to-
ward their home. This manner of negotiation,
no less simple than expeditious, is sufficient to
give an-idea of the true character of Frederic.
Historians for the most part repel but feebly
two reproaches that have at different times been
broached against this great man in his character
. of a warrior -one was that of his committing great-
faults from his too ready presumption, vivacity,
~or feelings of revenge ; and the other that of his
yielding to a jealousy the most odious and un-
. -just toward his most zealous and able generals.
In support of the first of these, the unfortunate
changes. he ordered in the arrangement of his
. army during the battle of Collin, in place of such
as were deemed effectual and judicious, is alleg-
~ ed against him. Next, his obstinacy in pcmst-‘
ing to march against Olmutz for the purpose of
Jlaying  siege to the town; his perseverance in
disregarding the notice of the deserter in the
affair of Hockirchen, contrary to the advice of
his most skilful generals; his resolution to de-



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 303

stroy the whole Russian army at the battle of
Zorndorff, &c. - In short, he has been reproach-
ed for all the proceedmgs he entered into that
in the sequel proved unsuccessful.

This then is the judgment of mankind; suc-
cess commands applause ; and ‘whatever be the
motives that produce an action, to be commend-
ed, it must be fortunate ; for in the eyes of the
vulgar, fortune cannot judge amiss. Certainly,,
those who condemn the plans and proceedings
of Frederic in concerns that have failed of suc-
cess, have not sought to understand the motives
that impelled him; they must accordingly be too
ignorant in the case to claim a right to censure.
I am not, however, of opinion that Frederic com-
mitted no faults; he himself confesses he com-
mitted many; but I wish to remind the reader
that we should be slow indeed in casting reproach
on a man of a genius so gigantic. :

The second reproach I have mentioned has
also some anecdotes belonging to it which seem
to prové its justice. The severity with which he
treated his eldest brother, on his return to Saxony
after the battle of Collin; his rupture with one -
of his generals named Fouquet; the censures, ,
sometimes but little merited, he occasionally
passed on the conduct of so many different,
persons, and the rigour with which some of these .

VoL II. , X -
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‘were degraded for the_ remainder of their lives;

all furnish room for suspicions it is by no means
easy to dismiss. :
Jealousy is a weakness; and it is painful to be
obliged to impute such a fault to him, who on so
many accounts is justly considered superior to
the race of which he was an individual. But if
those who desire to render justice are not always
able to procure themselves the satisfaction of
finding Frederic at all times worthy of himself,
yet they may at least derive consolation from an
infinite number of noble and generous features
in his character, which evinced how sensible he,

- was of the honour due to the persons who had

faithfully served the state: this is proved by the
statues he caused to be erected to the memories

‘of many such men, and the distinction with

which he uniformly honoured General de Ziethen
and so many others. .

In continuation of the above reproaches, whxch
to say the least have been much exaggerated, I
shall proceed to mention two others which I be-
lieve to be wholly without foundation.

- What I allude to are two traits which at ﬁrst
appear difficult to be explained, but which are .
nevertheless at bottom no more than the natural
consequences of the philosophical system Fre-

“deric had traced as the rule of his conduct, but
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which he carefully concealed from observation,
I mean his perseverance in exacting, in a certain
degree, that the male nobility of Prussia should
attach themselves, principally and almost exclu-
sively, to the science of arms; and the harshness
with which at least, in times of peace, he erased
~from the list of officers those whom he knew or
imagined not to be of noble extraction.

It was conformably to the first: part of this
plan that he bestowed but little notice on such
of the nobility as did not place their sons in some
regiment; he affected not to see them, or, if he
recognized them, it was always to subject them
to the severest mortifications: he granted them -
no benefit; in a word, it was clear théy were out
of favour., I myself knew several families of this
description who had wholly left off going to
court ; I knew also more than one, to some of
whose members he had said, “ How can you
think of bringing up your sons in idleness, or of
burying them in the dust of a university, where
they cannot fail to become useless subjects of the
state?”.... Talk notto me,” said he, on other
occasions, © of my Prussian counts ; they are 'g00d
for nothing : if they place their sons in the army,

it is only that they may obtain a captainship in

the dragoons, and afterward retire; they consult

- only their vamty, they, as you see, all desire to
X 2
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be in the corps of my:guards, to cut a figure for
a certain time at Berlin, and then return to their
famjlies to display their pompous idleness. Of
all my subjects, I know of none so useless. They
are incapable of being of the smallest service.”
On the other hand, scarcely a year passcd in
time of peace when, in the course of the reviews,
he did not erase from the list some of the officers
on the pretext of their wanting the qualification
of a noble birth. This never failed to be a for-
~ midable check for those who wanted such a
- recommendation. When he was engaged in
war, he received, without scruple, into his army
all persons, whatever their birth, who were fit for
service, and presented themselves for that end;
but, the war once ended, he mercilessly resumed
his system,. 1 knew of but one man of inferior
extraction. who escaped this scrutihy; it was
the half brother of Sulzer, and a major’ in the
regiment of Prince Frederic of Brunswick: but
how many others, all military officers of merit, .
who had encountered all the perils of the seven
years’ war, did he afterward dismiss for this only
reason, T%ey are not of noble birth! 1 could mention
the names of several who belonged to families of
high respectability. - Frederic went still further:
when the officers, who were received into the corps -
were presented to him previous to the revievy,
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or such as had been promoted to a superior rank
since the last review, he took particular care to
inform himself of their names, and to interrogate
them closely concerning their country and family*
thus it not unfrequently happéned that he rejected
different individuals, who were natives of France
or other foreign countrics, alleging that they were
not noble born.  On such occasions [ have known .
the fathers of the young men. send their titles
authentmahy drawn up to the king for his satis-
faction; but Frederic returned them,.saying a
- heap of musty papers signified nothma, that he.
knew what he was about, and;thal in a word
they were not nobility. , '

The motive of his conduct on this point is
casily explained; Frederic conceived that a nu.,
'rperous population is beneficial, only when. all
the men arc of some use to the mass at large:
‘thus, the class of ordmary citizens being useful
to the mass in so many apparent ways, could not
be too numerous; while, on the other, hand, the
nobility restricted by certain points of honour or
their privileges, can be employed only in certain
functions, nor fill any but the first places in parti- -
cular branches of the administration.

If therefore the number of the nobility ex-
~ ceeds the 'places which alone they can accept, 1t«
- necessarily follows that a large portion of that
X 3

N
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cjass must be a burden. to the state, and that
they stand before the public as a spectacle of the
most dishonourable and oppressive parade, and
the most shameful idleness. We should observe
that the largest portion of the Prussian provinces
are overrun with nobility; among whom by far
' too many are ignorant and destitute of resources,
and only serve to dppress the class of industrious
citizens. It is therefore apparent why this phi-
losepher king was so deeply interested in ap-
pointing all the nobility to such places as alone
they could occupy; so careful to preserve them
“therein, and to repel such candidates as were of
the class of plebeians. It is also apparent for
what reason it was he felt a sort of repugnance
to augmenting the number of his nobility, by -
recognizing as such the foreigners who settled in
his states with pretensions of that kind.

This manner of explaining the conduct of
Frederic on these points, may seem undue pre-
sumption on my part, since he has at no time
confessed the secret motives I have ascribed to
him; it is not however the less founded, for no

- other accord so perfectly with the facts. Iam
aware it will be alleged against him, that he was
not unfrequently culpable of great harshness and

~ Injustice in the application of these principles;

but in the observance of a general rule, how is-
o ;

v
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“this inconvenfence to be avoided? And should
we be justified in rejecting general rules on this
account? Are men of weak irresolute tempers
the authors of more good to mankind? Or rather
let me ask, can a monarch be said to govern if

“he yields to every personal, local, or temporary
impression. I have myself been the partaker of

the distress of some of the persons he agreeably

to these views has rejected; but though I have de-
plored the disappointment occasioned them with

men of sensibility, I was not the less sensible of *

the policy and necessity of the measure. In the _

Prussian states only the corps of engineers, the
regiments of artillery, the light infantry, and
plebeians, were exempted from the risk of this

rejection. _

I shall conclude this part of the present work,
with some particulars relative to celebated men,
which I imagine cannot fail to interest the
reader.
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GENERAL ZIETHEN.

L ¥ B o 2 g

- GENERAL ZIETHEN was one of the most
celebrated officers in the service of Frederic the
Great ; he also enjoyed the particular esteem and
consideration of that monarch; and it is therefore
just to present the public with some details re-’
. specting his life and personal qualifications.

In his earlier ycars he, in a state of intoxica-
tion, twice involved himself in difficulties which
had nearly proved his ruin.  On one of these oc-
casions he had the misfortune to kill a man; in
the other he dared to threaten one of his superior
officers: he was in consequence degraded from
the rank he held, and obliged to serve for some
time as a non-commissioned officer; tosaynothing -
' of the humiliation, the fatigdes, and apprehen-
sions he endured of being thrown into a prison.
Being a man of strong resolution,‘ he from this
~ time determined wholly to discontinue the use of
intoxicating liquors, which resolution he adhered
to during the remainder of his life; or if, in his ad- -
,vanced years, he, agreeably to the advice of his
physicians, made use of a particular kind of
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wine in the smallest quantities imaginable, this
is the ori]y exception to his general rule of drinks
ing; even durmg his severest campaigns he drank
nothmcr but water.
Arrrecably to the custom of  the I’x ussian
officers he married very late in life. He was
seventy years of age when his wife brought him
a son, who was afterward my pupil, and who is
at present an officer in the regiment formerly
‘commanded by his father. The king intimated
a desire to stand as godfather to the infant, and
for that purpose went to the house of the general
-to meet the persons assembled for the ceremony,
and during the visit his extreme cheerfulness and
. politeness were remarked by the whole company.
General de Ziethen was turned of eighty years
~of age when, in the year 1784, the king, as was
his custom, in the month of September visited
the works of the cannon foundery at Gesonbron,
near Berlin: he found the garrison of Berlin
under arms without the town; be examined
‘their lines as he' passed; after which he ap-
proached the cavalry, and commanded them to
‘make a certain rapid movemcut; but he first
‘went up to General de Ziethen with his hat in his
hand, and said to him in a tone of the most ten-
der interest “ You are sensible of the pleasure
I have in seeing you, General ; yet why give your-

A
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self the trouble of coming in person to this
Pplace ... .« Sire, it is ‘my duty.”....* Your
- duty! Ah, this -you have abundantly accom-
plished in the field of glory. A man at your
age, and like you endeared to the state, might =
well have dispensed with a duty created by an
“occasion so unimportant. Dear General, you
have achieved so much for your country, that
all you should now think of is to preserve your-
self, as an'example to the whole army, and to be
the object of its respect.”.... « For this, Sire, I
should be myself a precedent ; how else can I'be
so highly entitled?”.... To exist is sufficient
for this end. I will not have you exert yourself
on occasions of no importance. Do not forget
how many dangers, nor of what nature they have
been, we formerly encountered together! It is
now the turn of younger men to endeavour to do
as much, while we on our parts prepare for the
repose we stand in need of.” ’
During this conversation, Frederic had the ad-
dress to lead M. de Ziethen out of the lines; the
movement was executed while they were thus
conversing, and the old general reproached the
king for beguiling him from_ the head of his re-
" giment. The most affecting circumstance of this
interview was to see the king, venerable with
years, in addition to the kindness cf his manner. -
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addressing them all the time, and in the presence
of the whole army and numerous spectators, with
his hat under his arm, while, conformably to mili-
tary etiquette, he insisted that the general should
remain covered. Neither should this act of Fre-
deric be considered as an act of royal friendship,
since he at that moment did no more than it
was habitual to him to do, relative to a man so
truly worthy of the esteem and kindness of his
sovereign, and no less so of his fellow-subjects. - -



316 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

MULLENDORFF.
[V VIV W VL

 THIS gencral, at present far advanced in
years, began his career in the office of page to
Frederic, witn whom he served in all the wars in
which that monarch engaged. Nature had en-
dued him with many valuable qualities, both mo-
ral and intellectual ; and fortune had been no less
favourable to him in furnish'ing him with the
means and occasions to exercise them with ad-
vantage. His private fortune was sufficient at .
all times to support him in a style of elegance.
In his youth he applied himseif successfully to
study ; and in his more mature years his genéral
character was that of a man of pleasing manners
and regular conduct in society, brave and exact
in the army, skilful and active in command, wise
and moderate in administration.

He gave proof of considerable talents in the
functions he held in the army of Prince Henry,
during the war for the succession of Bavaria;
and on-his return to Berlin, in quality of go-
‘vernor, he was equally respected by the military,

»
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by the citizens, and by foreigners. Nor has any

man filled that office with more diguity, ﬁdehty,
and honour, to himself than he.

On the death of Frederic, when the city gates
were shut, and he assembled the whole garrison
for the purpose of taking the oath of allegiance
‘to the néw monarch, nothing could be more af-
fecting than to see this venerable companion of
the fortunes of the hero, who had just expired,
approach the troops overwhelmed with grief,
make a vain attempt to give his language utteér-
~ance, and at length give vent to his tears! Just
tribute, more due to Frederic than a thousand
other kings, and which no man knew how to
pay so well as Mullendorff. ‘

- This general, who, with the consent of all the
mx]xtary, and with the greatest reason, is placed
at the head of those who still remain of this truly
admirable reign, experienced, in the year 1791,
a sort of disgrace: he was appointed to a com-

- mand in Poland that could not be otherwise than
uscless, since he had declared his disapprobation
of the project for the campaign intended to be

‘made against the French. He had returned to
Berlin, when William the Second sent him an
order to send my colleague, Borelly, out of the
country in the space of four and twenty hours,
as lie was accused of having maintained certain_
propositions favourable to liberty.
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- On this occasion M. de Mullendorff sent M,
+de Meyrinck, one of our former pupils, and then
his aid-de-camp, to announce this distressing in-
telligence to M. Borelly, and to assure him of-
the deep concern he himself experienced on the
~occasion, and. to offer him, in consequence, 1st,
" any assistance in his power to afford him; and,
2dly, a delay of two days for making the neces-
sary preparations for a journey in so inclement a
season of the year, it being in the severest part
of winter. Thus, M. de Mullendorfl' himself, in
some measure disgraced, did not hesitate to ex-
pose himself to still greater danger, for the sake
of alleviating the situation of a father of a family
whom he considered as innocent. This trait of
courage is perhaps quite equal to that displayed
in the field of battle. ;

Borelly sent the general, by his ambassador,
assurances of his warmest gratitude, and also of
his intention to leave Berlin in the four and

“twenty hours, being unwilling that any, part of
the odium and injustice of the king’s orders -
should be cancelled. Accordingly he set out the
next morning in the stage waggon, with his
son, for France; and his w1fe and two daughters
followed carly in the spring months:

William, forced by the result of his expedi-
tion 4into Champagne, to confess that M. de
Mullendorff was a better judge than himself of
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-~ the project of engaging in a war with France, by
degrees admitted this celebrated general to his
favour, and confided to him the command of his
army in the ecclesiastical electorates; a command
that was accepted by the companion of Frederic,
because it included the question of concluding
a, peace, which he thought he could be the
"means of accelerating by keeping on the defen-
sive only.

In this manner Mullendorff, the Nestor of the
soldiers of, Frederic, full of wisdom, noble in
sentiment, the friend of humanity, and devoted
to the true interests of his country, succeeded in,
conciliating the affections of the French nation,
as he had ever done that of the Prussians; and
by these consolatory sentiments crowned the
esteem and respect entertained toward him by
the enlightened portion of Europe.
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GENERAL BREWER.

-

IT is apparent, by a thousand different traits,
~in what esteem Frederic, king of Prussia, held
Lis old military officers. For all this, he gave
them no encouragement to take advantage of his’
kiad dispositions toward them, nor would- he en-
dure, on their part, the smallest approach to an
infringement on the rights of the other citizens.
In a small town, in the district of Magdeburg,
a regimcht of cavalry was stationed that was
commanded by a general whom the fate of war
“had covered with honourable wounds. The ve- .
teran commander had had the weakness to allow
a certain number of his captains to set up pri-
vate brewhouses in the town, which completely
effected the ruin of the established brewers in
the place; while the officers, in quality of their
“military profession, being furnished with fuel at
a small expence, gained a much more consider-
able profit on their beer than the former, though
they sold it at a reduced price.

~
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On the approach of the first ensuing review,
the brewers of the town went in a body to the’
place where they knew his majesty would stop
to change horses, and then presented him a me-
morial, in which their grievance was fully ex-
plained.  The king read the memorial, and was
xndxgnqnt at the conduct of his officers, ahd
at the connivance' or inattention of their ge-
neral. = »

At the distance of two or three leagues from

this place, the regiment of the latter was waiting
under arms the arrival of the king, to undergo
an inspection previous to being reviewed; when
Frederic reached the spot, he got on the back of
his horse, placed himself in the face of the corps,
and fixing his eye on the general, said to him,
disdainfully, < What sort of way is that in which
you hold yourself? You really look, on horse-
back, like a brewer’s pot-boy!”....< Sire,” re-
phed the offended general, with firmness, « It
is not like a pot-boy that I have served in your
army and received the wounds with which my
body is covered. However, as your troops cer-
tainly should not be commanded by pot-boys,
and such I appear in your estimation, appoint
who you please to the command ofthe remment,-
for I determme to retire.”

VoL, 1t. : . 1
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The' general accordiﬁg]y went home to com-
pose the formulary of his resignation, which he
immediately sent to the king.  On his withdraw-
ing from the spot, Frederic ordered the com-
manding officer to go through with the ordinary
evolutions ;5 and next, that the general should be
put under an arrest for so essential a violation of
military discipline, as the having deserted his
corps while under armis. The general remained
for several months in confinement, without re-
ceiving any notjce relative to his dismission. The
public entertained apprehensions that the king
would bring him to trial; and it was feared the
judges would be able to find no pretext for ac-
quitting him, since his fault avas of so public
and serious a nature,

Time, however, effectually lulled the whole
affair: the king had no inclination to incur the
odium of bringing a man to trial who had done
his country such essential services, and so com-
pletely possessed himself of public favour. He
also relied that the ‘loss he had sustained of the
commmand he held, would be-sufficient to deter
other officers from tolerating in théir corps a
similar offence, and that a confinement of .sév;ral
~months was punishment enough for the insub-
ordination to which this officer, from. a toe
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great sensibility of temper, had yielded: Thus,
when the. affair was nearly forgotten by the
public; the general received notice that he was
at liberty, that his resignation was accepted, and
he might remove as soon as he pleased,

Y2
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GENERAL RAMIN.
S rerr

THIS general had acquired the reputation of
a man of rectitude, and in a stll greater degrec
that of a man of austere, and even barbarous,
teinper. He was commandant of the garrison of
Potsdam, when Frederic named him as governor
of Berlin. This monarch supposed it of great
importance, to place in that situation in his ca-
pital, from time to time, a man whose temper
and exterior should excite fear, and this for the
~ purpose of maintaining military discipline in all
the rigour the welfare of his military service re-
quired ; and with this view he certainly could
not have made a better choice. A governor,
however, has so many points of relation with
the citizens, and even with foreigners, that like
M. de Mullendorff, successor to M. Ramin, he
-should know how to blend, with intelligence, a
certain tact, dignity, and perspicuity, with the
military character: but in this country no object
- is so interesting as the army. :

The king being sensible that his new governor
had failed to acquire the esteem and considera-
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tion of the inhabitants of Berlin, had recoursé,
by way of remedy, to the means of bestowing
on him marked attentions: he conferred on him-
the most honourable decoration of. the country,
in the presence of the whole army, during the
reviews at Potsdam; he took off his. yeliow rib-
bon and put it round the neck of Ramin. Fre-
deric, however, was so sensible how much this
scene was truly farcical, that he could not pre-
serve his gravity of countenance for more than
a minute, and was obliged to turn from him,
that he might conceal from Ramin, at least, the
sarcastic smile he vainly endeavoured to sup-
press. It is certainly pleasant to see so great an
actor thus betray the true estimation in whlch he
himself holds such gewgaws, that in his hands
become gems of so much value.

Though Ramin was generally and uniformly

ynderstood to be a man of mean unders:tanding

and unpolished manners, yet on some occasions

he manifested a certain skill and address. One

pro})f of this I have adduced in his proceedings
with the lady of the name of Valmore ; and I
shall now mention another of a nature still more
remarkable.

Frederic’s nephew had contracted at Berlm,
during the carnival, some acquaintances that dis-
pleased hig uncle; the latter, on setting out for

Y3
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Potsdam, on the 23d of - January, sent the heir -
apparent an order to follow him thither in'the
course of the day, and a prohibition of his re-
turn ta Berlin, particularly on the following day,
which was precisely that on which Prince Henry
gave the grand ball in honour-of the king’s birth-
day. The prince perceived nothing in the dis-
positions of his uncle but the necessity of the
" more effectually concealing his intended return
on the day prohibited. But scarcely had he
reached Berlin before Ramin received an order
to put him under an arrest. The courier found
the governor at table with his aid-de-camp, who
had, been one of my pupils. Scarcelyvhad he
cast his eye on the order, than he betrayed the
_greatest impatience at the difficulty the reading
it occasioned him, and told his aid-de-camp to
hold a candle near him. The young man ac-
cordingly stood behind his chair, and thus read,"
with as much facility as his general, the order
- sent to the latter, and comprehending that his
intention in giving him.this opportunity was that
“he might use it in favour of the young prince,
he hastened to procure himself the necessary
articles of dress, and in a complete disguise made.
~ his appearance at the ball, gave the latter.no-
- tice of the order sent by Frederic, and prevailed
on him to return instantly to Potsdam, -



" FREDERIC THE GREAT. 327

In this manner Ramin obeyed the commands
of his ‘majesty, for he every where sought the
prince. It cannot however be denied, that the .
aid-de-camp evinced no small degree of sagacity
in thus divining the intentions of the governor,
though to the latter a still superior tribute is due,
for he received the order, made mention of it to
no one, made the necessary'res;earéhes for the
person of the prince, and proved by those very
exertions that be was not in Berlin. This may
be considered as a specimen of the manner in
which sovereigns the most vigilar{t are obeyed by
their most zealous and devoted servants, in affairs
connected with policy, or with persons from
whom they have something to apprehend, either
at the moment, or at some future time. \

Ramin died of a fit of apoplexy. When his
death was announced to the king, the latter ob-
" served, © Itis his own fault ; he never would be
pfevailed on to put mustard inte his coffee, not-
withstanding all I said to him on the subject.”
Frederic was strongly attached to the notion that
a few grains of mustard, put into coffee when
boiling, was a sure preservatire against this dis-
ease.

Y 4
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LENTULUS.

[PV N ) R , ~

I HAVE before, in the ceurse of this work,
had occasion to speak of General Lentulus,
who was aid-de-camp to Frederic, at the time
of his accession to the throne, and served with
him in all his wars, if we except that for the
‘succession of Bavaria, at the epoch of which he
had been returned te Switzerland for several
years. ‘What we may say of him is, that he
possessed the advantage of a person at once mas-
culine and handsome; nor, when we consider
for how Jong a time he enjoyed the distinguished
favour of the hero of Prussia, can we doubt his
being also a man of great personal courage ; but
as to his talents or a¢quirements, I never heard
either commended.

General Lentulus married a lady of one of the
first families in the country, but she had been
dead some years when I first came to Berlin.
She left a son who was an officer in the guards,
handsomc and generally beloved. Unfortunate-

Iy, this young man, at the most rigorous season
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of the year, neglected to use proper precautions
after dancing at a ball given by the queen, and
heatmrr himself violently: he caught a cold
which, by degrees, seriously affected his lungs ;

and, after lingering for a year, he died of a con. .

sumption. Inall this interval he was assiduous]y
attended to by most of his relations and his
friends ; but his father did not go to.see him even
once, though the son most ardentjy desired and
solicited that consolation, and had never given
him any cause of displeasure. : ‘
"This trait in the character of Lentulus excited
general odxum It is not enough to despxse
death in_ relation to ourselves ; there are senti-
ments which this contempt of death should not
be allowed to weaken; without this, it is more
properly denominated ferocity. Nor was the
opinion of the public more favourably disposed
toward him on the question of disinterestedness ;
a story was told at the time, that a jeweller from
a foreign country solicited him to let the king
‘see a snuff-box of his making, of curicus work-
manship, and presented him with ten louis on
condition of his prevailing on Frederic to pur-
chase it; that hearing nothing further of his
snuff-box, nor of the negotiation, and not being
able to obtain even an interview with the ge-
neral, the jeweller was fedug:ed to the necessity

;-
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of giving four ducats to his excellency’s servant
to procure him an opportunity of speaking with
his ‘master; that after some time the servant,®
though he did not succeed, refused to return’
© the ducats, alleging that he had taken every
possible pains, and that no fault was to be im-
puted to his zeal: upon this the unfortunate
Jeweller wrote a threatening letter to the generel,
who, in consequence, ordered his servant to re-
turn the ducats; to which the latter replied,
«You know how scrupulously I have fulfilled
the conditions upon which I received them; I
will however return them if you on your part
will return the ten louis you received of him.”
The proposal ended thus: “ Knave that you are,
take back his snuff-box, and let me hear no more
of-it.” ,
Lentulus growing daily "into disesteem, . and
being no longer received with the same deoree
of attention, conceived an aversion to Prussia, -
and a desire to return to Switzerland, to which .
plan Frederic gave his hearty approbation; but
at the same time, this monarch, who had ever
nurtured a blind predilection toward the old
companions of his glory and achievements, was
desirous that his retreat should noi exhibit the
appearance of disgrace. \
As the place of governor of \eufchatel and
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Valanguin was at thig time vacant, he bestowed
) it-on Lentulus, and it was accordingly with this
title that-his excellency went to reside at Berne,
rather than at the place which was the seat of
his government. It was during this last period
of his life that he was appomted by the canton
of Berne to the command of the French, Sardi-
nian, and Swiss troops, who laid sicge to Geneva.
The family of Lentulus, or de Lentulus, pro-
fesses to be descended. from the ancient Scipios
of Rome. A branch of that family, so justly
celebrated in the illustrious times of the Roman
republic, came, they affirm, :and concealed them-
selves in Switzerland, to escape the persecutions
~ of the emperors, and settled in that country.
It cannot be denied, that this circumstance has.
the merit of being not only possible, but is far
from being altogether improbable, while, on
the other hand, probability is by no means to e -
considered as proof, . -
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GENERAL DE PIRCH.

Lal b o gV o0n o

- BARON DE PIRCH was the youngest of
three brothers, ‘all destined to the military ca-
reer: his two brothers had already attained supe-
rior rank in the army, in which he was only page
to Frederic. One of them was a general long
before this page quitted Prussia, and the other
was on the point of becoming so. They were all
men of considerable bravery and military skill,
and constituted one of those ancient and réspect,
able, though unfortunate, families that are the
strength and resource of empires.
Our young Baron de Pirch had served as page
in the whole of the seven years’ war ; he was al-
~ways by the side, or in the suite of Frederic;
and in all the marches, - encampments, and bat-
tles in which the Iatter envaged was no less
than his king exposed to danger : }she supported
still more fatwue, and constamly slept on the
‘ground at the entrance of the royal tent. I have
_ mentioned in another place in what manner he
saved his life after the loss of a battle, It is
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easily conceived that such long and faithful ser-
vices were deeply engraven on the memory of
Frederic; it was evident he sought only a favour-
able opportunity of placing him advantageously,
and of afterward accelerating his advancement
to the utmost the good conduct of the young
man, and other circumstances, would allow of.

Such were the respective situations of the
page and the sovereign, when an unfortunate
connection, of which a wish to ingratiate himself
on the one hand, and a confidence that flatter-
ed his prlg?e on the other, were the means of his
becoming the secret and intimate friend of the
hereditary prince. In a short time his royal
highness engaged i no concealed expeditions
without him, nor was it long before Frederic, by
means of a person high in office at Potzdam, was -
acquainted that they often went together, dress-
ed like citizens, at nine or ten o’clock at night,
full gallop to Berlin, from whence they did not
return till half past three in the morning.

The "kihg took Pirch aside, and said to him,,
"« I am assured that you are falling into a dange-
rous way of life; I have some difficulty in believ-
ing the account; however, as this, if true, cannot
fail to effect yout ruin, and I feel a strong desire
to be your friend, I think fit to give you pro-
per notice.” .. .. “ Ab, Sire, it is 2 most horrible
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calumny! By what means can I have made myself
enemies; who would do_me such an injury?” .. .
« If -what I have heard is mere calumny, be as-
sured on me it will not produce the desired ef-
fect; but if the accusation is founded, I would
have you seriously consider what I have said, and
avoid the consequences that will be inevitable.”
A short time after, the king again attacked

him on the subject: « Pirch,” said the monarch,
~ « you are on the brink of ruin; I am inclined to
warn you once again, but take care of yourself.”
..+ . < Sire, be assured all you have heard is the
grossest calumny, and that it has been invented
only for the purpose of depriving me of your
~ majesty’s good opinion.” .... I do not require

you to make these protestations; what I wish is
" to shew you, the abyss into which you are’ ]ikeiy
to precipitate yourself.”

~ Frederic gave orders to be immediately in-
formed when the two friends should again at-
tempt to sa]ly"eforth in their disguise ; he waited
but two or three days for the occasion. It was
past midnight when he was awaked by the per-
son in his confidence to give him the intelligence :
he rose, dressed himself, and proceeded to the
“apartment of his page, where he placed himself
behind the door, resolved to surprise him on his
return,

~
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.About four in the morning, M. de Pirch made
his appearance with a dark lantern in his hand.
Frederic presented himself, and in a tone of
severity said, I am happy, Sir, to have had an
opportunity of bearing testimony myself to the
calumnies invented against you! You are, it
cannot be denied, a man of the most perfect
conduct and regular habits!” Saying this, the
* king called the guard who conducted the young
man, motionless with surprise, to the corps de
garde, and on the following day he was sent to
Magdeburg under an escort, and placed in a
regiment in the garrison in quality of a non-
commissioned officer: when he had remained
here about two years, Frederic thinking him suf:
ficiently punished, and no doubt cured of his
former weakness, appointed him to a second
licutenancy, and soon. after, in consequence of
the regularity of his conduct, to the rank of full
lieutenant ; and there was every appearance that
the prejudice excited against him on account of
his connection with the prince would at length
be wholly eradicated.

" But to his first misfortune succceded another
that again plunged him into new distresses. His -
regiment was given to a general who had some
time before had a quarrel with his eldest brother, -
which had not terminated without the most
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covardly fears on the part of the former. The
Lss peisonal courage a man possesses, the more
he is vindictive : this general detesting the very
name of Pirch, seized every opportunity, with or
without reason, of persecuting the unfortunate
lieutenant, who now passed half his time under
different arrests, and never appeared in the pre-
sence of his general without enduring from him
the severest looks and most humiliating lan-
guage. o - :
- At length Pirch lost all patience, and on some
occasion of this kind he ventured to reply, that
ke called upon all the officers to declare, if there
were one among them who fulfilled his duty
more 'strictly than he, and added, that if they
could name such an one, he would willingly. sub-
mit to every thing ; but that this being impossi-
ble, he hoped the general would in future exer-
cise more justice toward him. In the agitation
of his mind, he continued, “ I know, General, yéu
had some time ago a quarrel with my eldest
brother ; if you still retain any animosity on that
account, you may bring your dispute to a ter-
mination, when and in what manner you please,
with him: but I hope you will allow that it is
’not' just that I should be the victim of your dis-

pute.” This remonstrance, pronounced in the

presence of the whole corps of the officers, was
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eonsidered as an act of insolence that called
loudly for punishment, and in'its effects proired
a further aggravation of the confumely he was
obliged to endure: he therefore determined to
quit the service of his country,

“This project, which could not but teem with
serious consequences, was also far from éasy in
the execution. But what will not unceasing en-
deavours and persevering industry effect?

In the Prussian army every superior officer
takes a soldier from the company to which he
belongs, to be in some sort his servant, Thé
principal officers only have a right to this advan-
tage. The inferior officers, however, generally
make choice of certain soldiers, who perform
for them habitually the same offices, and this
custom is tolerated on principles of economy.

M. Pirch had chosen for himself a soldier who
was a native of France, a .man of remarkable
activity, intelligence, and address, and made him
his confident. To succeed in obtaining his dis-
_mission, the lieutenant had to feign being ill, to
remain so a long time, and at length be judged
~ incurable, and consequently incapable of service;
these three points presented considerable diffi-
culties. The first thing to be done was to choosé -
& disease. M. de Pirch decided in favour of a
consumption: it was easy to affect a coughj;

VoL, II. z
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the uneasiness of 'mind he underwent might na-
turally enough contribute a. trifling degree of
fever; and the regimen he observed, idgefher
with the habit of confining himself at home;
made him look pale and thin to admiration.
So f’é}', so.well : but this was not enough ; it was
necessary to spit blood, and this habitually and
during the whole course of the disease, that is,
till he bad obtained his dismission. . To obviate
this difficulty, he ke;‘)t some live -pigeons con-
cealed in a corner of his apartment; and when-
evef any of his superior officers, or any practi-
tloner m medxcme, vsere e‘(puted to visit him, he
took care to watc ch at the window, or place his

- soldier thcrc, and -as soon as they approached,

the throat of onc of the pigeons was cut, and
the patlent ﬁllcd his mouth ‘with the blood which
he held there as well as he could.

In this situation, he replied in a feeble and
int_grrupte_:d tone to the kind inquiries made by

- the Visitor, and before he had pronounced many

words, an alamnurr quantity of blood proceeded
frofﬁ“hls moutn ‘This farce was carricd on for
more than a year till: at length Genetal de Sal-
dem, governor of Maodeburv who visited him
almost every dav,‘wrote the lmo an account
that the poor young man was in a deep con-

sumption, and without hppe. of rL‘c‘oyery,.and that
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if by a sort of miracle he lingered some time
longer, it was quite certain he could never aaam
resume hlS military vocation,

- His majesty accordingly sent him his dismis-
sion, with the customary limitation in form, im-
porting that the person shall enter into the ser=
vice of no other sovereign.

M. Pirch left the country immediately, and
soon -after I learned from Madame du Troussel,
with the exception of the particulars of the
pigeons. which I afterward heard from other pers
sons, the facts above related. He proceeded
without loss of time to Hesse D’Armstadt, taking -
with him letters of introduction, conceived in the -
most pressing language, from the prince royal of
Prussia; in consequence of which he was ap-
pointed to a company, and soon after advanced
to the rank ‘of major in the regiment of the
Landgrave of Hesse D’Armstadt, in the service
of France, and in garrison at Strasburg.

Frederic learned with violent displeasure thé
stratagem employed by Pirch ; and, at the en<
suing spring review at Maadebur he said to
General de Saldern,” “This young erch has
completely duped us,. my dear General, in de-
spite of our grey hairs and our experience! I hope
it will be a lesson to you-in future, how you

+ trust such jfoilng wrong-héédsﬁ he has furnished
z2 o
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an excellent lesson for both of us.” * Frederig
gmployed a tone of mxldness on this occasion,
because M.de Saldern was one of the oldest gene-
rals of bhis army, and was extremely respected
throughout the states on account of his seryicey -
and personal merit.

It was not long before M. Pirch attracted
considerable attention from the court of Ver-
sailies by the severity of his discipline, which
might be said to be truly in the Prussian spirit,
in the regiment of Hesse D’Armstadt: he, in
consequence, went several times to Paris, where
he sometimes staid for a” long time together.
On one of these occasions it was that he com-
posed his Essays on Tactics, conjointly with an
officer of the king’s household who became one
of his friends, for which they more than once re-
ceived a pecuniary recompence that in their
hands was soon squandered.

‘During his residence at Strasburg he married -

A young lady wha belonged to a family of Lor-

< raipe : the fruit of this union was one son, who

remained with .his mother in Lorraine, and re-
ceived his education at Metz. When Willham,
the Second, become King of Prussia, made his
campaign in France in the year 1792, he had 3.
great desire to have the young baron, the son of
his old friend, under his protection: having ob-
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~
.

tained him of his mother, he made him continue
his education in his states, and afterward placed
him in the regiment of his guards at Potzdam,
in which he is now a licutenant. I saw him a
year ago at Paris, wliich place he had visited in
the course of a leave of absence granted him
for going to see his mother and regulating some
family affairs. He is extremely .handsome, and
bears a strong resemblance to his late father, not
only in the exterior of his person but in the
urbanity of his temper, and that rectitude of mind
which is the surest indication of superior excel-
lence.
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PART V.
FREDERIC,
HIS ACADEMY, HIS SCIIOOLS, AND HIS FRIENDS
'LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL. e
Tue title of the fifth part of this work ex-
plains the plan of its contents, and a]so thc va-
riety of objects it mc]udes I have endeavoured
to bring together in it, 1st. the circumstances

~ best calculated to demonstrate what was effected -

by Frederic for his academy-of sciences and
belles lettres, and what that academy was under .
his reign: 2dly, dlﬁ'erent details respecting the
means by which he sought to multiply the schools
and bring them to perfection ; on this head it ap-
peared’to me necessary to treat the subject of his
civil and ‘military school with considerable dif-
fuseness: 3dly, and lastly, the degrees of inti-
macy and attachment to which he admitted the
persons celebrated as philosophers or literary
men about his court, independently of the marks
of esteem he conferred on so many others.
Z 4
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OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND |
BELLES LETTRES AT BERLIN.

T o g o ]

I HAVE observed, in a preceding partof this.
work, that to Queen Charlotte, second wife to
Frederic the First, this academy was indebted for
its_ existence, and that its form and regulations.
had been planned by the celebrated Leibnitz,
"president to her majesty. I have also observed
how considerably the institution was neglected,
T might almost say debased, under the reign of’
William the First. When Frederic' the Great
ascended the throne, it was in a manner wholly:
disregarded, and on the point of falling from ne-.
glect to nothing ; it had no longer any sittings,
nor did it produce. writings of any kind: it was
time that a sovereign, the friend of the sciences
and literature, should give it what might be:
rather called a new existence than the re-esta-
blishment of one it had previously enjoyed.”

Maupertuis, who at this time was engaged in
an expedition to Lapland, for the purpose of.
measuring the figure of the earth, enjoyed the
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highest celebrity; he was considered at once a
man of Jearning, a philosopher, and even as a
~ man of genius: being upon a footing of intima-
cy, rather in appearance than reality, with Ma-
dame du Chatelet and M. de Voltaire, he soon
became Frederic’s correspondent, and gained his .

friendship. and esteem. To Maupertuis the lat- .

ter confided the charge of constructing a new
plan for the restoration of the academy, who, in
the execution of it, scarcely deviated at all from
the principles established by Leibnitz, though to
these he added several articles of importance.
This learned and literary body was now go-
verned in the following manner. It continued to
be divided into four classes, that of mathematicss
“experimental philosophy, philosophy speculative
or metaphysical, and that of literature. All theo-
logical and political discussion was excluded from
the academy. Each class had a director, who
was chosen from its own body," and- being com-
posedrof six resident members, the number of or-
~ dinary academicians extended to twenty-four, be-
sides the perpetual secretary and the president.
The librarian was generally to be chosen from the
literary class. The astronomer, who had charge
of the observatory, was to be taken from the
class of mathematics; and the cbemist, the ana-
~ tomist, the botanist, and the mineralogist, from
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that of . natural philosophy: in consequence the

academy has, besides a library and observatory,

a laboratory for chemistry; a theatre for anatomy,

which, ‘however, is but little frequented ; a spa-.
cious garden for plants situate without the town ;.
a cabinet of natural history, and another of ma-

chines employed by the ancients. It being de-

cided that all the memoirs should be printed in

French, a translator was kept for all productions

that might appear either in the Latin or German

language. . '

A body thus numerous and perfect, required .
ampie tunds for its support ; for a yearly expence
by no means inconsiderable was nccessary to
maintain the garden, library, the cabinets, and
theatre for anatomy, in proper order, .and no less
a_paiticular sum for the medals for the engraving
6f_the_ designs or plates that, from time to time,
*would accompany the memoirs, or as money to
. be advanced to the printer: for paying the fixed
saiarieé of the president, the secretary, the trans-
lator, and the four directors; the chemist, the
astronomer, the librarian, the botanist, and the
anatomist ; in short, for the different salaries
granted by the kinrg to the greatest number of
the academicians, the yearly amount of which was’
also considerable. Some of these salaries are no
lIess than fifteen hundred rix-dolars; others five

’
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hundred ; and others only four, thiee, and even
two hundred rix-dollars. - '
. To supply these expences, the Lmo- asswned
to his academy, besides the necessary buildings
and lands, first, some extensive plantations of mul-
berry trees, from which great expectations were
formed, butin the sequel they proved of small
* value; secondly, thebexclu’sive privilege of publish-
ing the king’s edicts and the geographical charts,
which were scarcely more productive than the
former ; thirdly, the exclusive privilegeiof com-
posing and publishing almanacs, an article which,
however insignificant in appearance, is the prin-
cipal source of the wealth of the aéaderhy.-

At the time of my reception, the 5th of April,
1765, the academy was without a president, M..
d’Alembert having refused to succeed M. de
Maupertuis, after which the king had not of-
fered it to any one. M. Formey was the secre-.
tary ; M.d’Argens the director of the class of
belles lettres ; M. Euler director of the class of
mathematics; M. Henius of that of speculative -
philosophy; and \/I Marvra.ﬁ" that of natura] phx-

losophy.
~ The nommatxon of the latter to’ the place of»
director occasioned the loss of M. Pothe, an an-
cient and illustrious member of the academy ; he
“heard, with considerable resentment, that the pre-
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ference was given to a celebrated chemist whe
had been his pupil, and was eminently distin-
quished in his science : M. Pothe not oh]y with-
drew from the academy, and refrained from the
mention of its very name, but in: the apprehen-
“sion that this body of learned men would derive’ -
" benefit from his labours after his death, he threw"
all his manuscripts into the fire. This act of
choler deprived the public of a most valuable
work, the fruit of the application and rescarches’
of thirty years.” The work*was a history of che-
mistry, and on a plan it may be of considerable’
use to explain to the reader. M. Pothe had re-

vised, with pen in hand, all the writings that Rad’

appcared on the subject of chemistry: he had

arranged them in chronological order, and- had!

made extracts fronm them of all the discoveries;

inventions, or improvements they contained; tak-

ing partlcular care scrupulously to preserve the’

text of the original-authors;. with the exception:
~of ‘subjoining a translation whenever' this’ was’
necessary, ot such: notes- as he thought” might-
prove useful.

His disagreement with the academy had: hap--
pened: but a short' time: when: I' arrived in the
country ; and; though hie' lived a-long time after
his only occupation was that'of' walking-up and’
down from morming:till: night; under: the’ archies®
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near the square of the castle, dressed in his ac-
customed round wig and his old red cloak.

I shall now resume the subject of the four
classes, both for the purpose of describing the
academicians of which in my time they were com-
-posed, and for giving such explanations in regard
to each class as may be proper to enable the
reader to judge of their respective merits.
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CLASS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.
Lol o ol ool

I HAVE sufficiently established the merit of
M. Margraff, by observing he was appointed
director to the academy in preference to M.
Pothe; but besides this, his reputation is founded
on different productions of too much importance
to leave any doubt of his just claims to that dis-
tinction. I shall accordingly confine myself to
remarking, that this truly celebrated man pos-
sessed a character of so much rectitude and mo-
deration that I knew no one of his colleagues
who did not manifest toward him still more friend-
“ship than consideration. M. Margraff died at
a very advanced age many years after my arrival
at Berlin.

M. Gleditsch has also the advantaoc of stand-
ing in no need of my eulogiums; hls celebrity,
which was considerable among botanists, was
founded upon his writings, which were both nu~
merous and much esteemed: of these, that con-
sisting of his researches respecting mosses, of
which it ‘'may be truly saxd he created the his-
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tory, is the subject of particular approbation.
He had constantly a great number of pupils, who
all felt toward him a strong personal attachment.
In private life, M. Gleditsch was what is called
a worthy man, of manners habitually serious, sim-
ple and equable. " In his domestic concerns he
was less fortunate than he deserved to be, for
having lost his wite, he left his household affairs
entirely in the hands of his two daughters, who
thought more of the frivolous amusements natural -
to their age than of conducting these to his ad-
vantage. He was at least as long lived as M.
Margraff, his director. ' ' '
M. Meckel (or Mekelius) was employed- in
his p'rofession of a' physician by a fourth part at
least of the families resideat in Berlin: he was
considerced as the most perfectly skilled in his art
after M, Mussel-Stoss (or Musselius), a-celebrated
pupil of Boerhaave. He employed constantly
six excellent horses daily to accomplish the round
~of his visits, and though he used them with
the greatest attention to the regulations he had
~laid down, they were generél]y rendered unfit for
service in the course of a few years. Each pair
was harnessed during ‘twelve hours successively,
without any other interval than that of the time
allowed them for baiting ; they had then twenty-
“four hours of rest: by means of these regulations,
3
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M. Mekel was always ready to attend his patients,
The pace he used was the quickest imaginable ;
* 'and he I¢ft at his house a list of the visits he had
_ to make, that he might be found without diffis
" culty. No man made a more incessant use of
his time: he entered the room of his patxent |
always out of breath, but with a smile in his
countenance ; examined his condition, wrote
- his prescriptions, and with the same smile took
his leave. ‘

I have been acquamted with no one who bet-
ter understood the nature of drugs than M.
Mekel; and it was believed he shared the proﬁts
of the apothecaries he recommended. . He died
in the prime of life, and left a handsome fortune
to his children, two sons and a daughter. M.
Mekel was the sworn enemy of M. Musselius;
notwithstanding this, he was the person called
. to his assistance when the former was too ill to

prescribe for himself. In his last 111ness, M. Mus-
selius entertained hopes of saving his life; but
the patient obstinately persisted in taking a-me-

dicine, from which the former vainly. endeavoured

_to dissuade him, and died a few days after.

M. Mekel will be known to posterity not as a
physician but an anatomist ; he was the man of
his age who made the greatest discoveries in that
study, particularly respecting the brain, the
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lungs, the parts of generation, and, above all, the
nterus. It was the chimeras of Maupertuis .
which had induced him so largely to extend his
researches on the(subje'ct of -the organization of
the brain: his object was to ascertain if it were
possxble to discover by that means the origin of
obscure ideas, an object in revard to which his
friend M. de Beausobre has given the public
some observations, but without adding to What
was already known on the subject. _

On the death of M. Mekel, M. Walter was ap-
pointed his successor in the academy: he had
been his operator, and it .was pretended . the
former was indebted to him for aportion of his dis~
coveries. What is indisputable is, that M., Wal-
ter has long been one of the most celebrated ana-
tomists, and has likewise a son worthy.in. every
respect to fill hereafter the place of his father. =

“The cabinet of M. Walter is ane of the richest
and most curious of any in. Europe. .Of his la-
bours I shall say nothing, they being well knos_vp :
to, and justly esteemed by, the Jearned. .

M. Lambert was no less: worthy of ﬁ]hng a
place .in the class of mathematics or speculative
philosophy, than in that of .natural philcsophy ;
this is proved by his works.: He was the son of
a poor.taylor of Mulhausen, .a free town of Al
sace: in his youth he had no .other .occupation

VoL, 11, . AA '
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than that of assisting his motber in the house}‘old
affalrs, or. workmg with his father ; he notwith-
standmﬂ' gave such proofs of genius as to excite
the attention of all who knew him. The pastor
of Mulhausen atlength prevailed on his parents
to give him up to his care, and accordmtrly be- .
\came his only preceptor.
. Lambert had already at this time made some
progress in his art, for, during.his residence with
his father, he employed every moment of his lei-
sure in making small images, which he sold for a
farthing .or a halfpenny apiece to other children ;
with the money he thus procured he bought a
candle, and ‘passed the whole night . in secretly
devouring,” as it were, such books as he found
means to borrow. Accordingly, his improve-
‘ment at the pastor’s surpassed even the expecta-
tionsthat had been formed of him, and he was
already well grounded in knowledge, when the
Marquis de Salis, of the country of the Grisons;
applied to the pastor, with whom he was ac-
quainted, to recommend him a young man as
tutor to his children : Lambert was proposed and
accepted he set out for the residence of the
~ marquis, where he. wholly devoted himself to the
duties in which he had engaged. o
' When he had been some years in this famxly,
he. travelled with his pupils to Italy, France, and

o
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Germany. At Munich it was that he relin-
quished the charge of them, and gave the world
a philosophical work, entitled Novum Organum,
which, on account of the order of its plan and
the novelty of the ideas it contained, gained him
~considerable reputation. He was next charged
with'the office of proposing statutes for the aca-
demy of Munich, of which he was appointed
director ; but .the jealousy of some persons who
- were-his rivals, involved him in different broils,
which at length made him resolve on leaving the
place and trying his fortune in Russia. -
. He arrived at Berlin on his way thither, and
every means were employed to induce him to
take up his residence in that place. This pro-
ject was first conceived by M. Sulzer, a native
of Switzerland, and a man of great worth, and
afterward adopted by his coadjutors. M. Lam-
bert was accordingly presented’; letters concern-
ing him were dispatched to Potzdam, addressed to
my lord marshal; the Marquis d’Argens, Le Catt,
and Quintus, and to all the persons about the
‘king; in short, an absolute conspiracy was set
on foot. Frederic, in reply to all that was
urged in his favour, only observed, that it was
- necessary he should see the man of whom they
related: such wonders.  This was a thunders
stroke; it was, however, incumbent on thgn te -
‘ AAQ ’
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submit, sirice the success of their. project was at
~stake. Lambert sct out for Potzdam charged
with letters of the contents of which he was ig-
noranty, but which in reality imported, that at
all hazards the interview should be prevented,
since his physxovnomy, mien, figure, and most
espec1ally his carriage, manners, and address,
could not fail to prejudice the king against him:
“in this point, however, they failed of success.
s Sire,” said one of the persons interested in the
proceeding, M. Lambert cannot possibly be pre-
sented to your majesty, since he bas not yet re-
“ceived his trunks, and could not, without the
greatest” indecorum, be introduced into your
presence in his travelling dress.”....* You surely
are jesting, Gentlemen; pray how long has it
been supposed I look at the coat a man wears,
and ‘not at his pcrson?”, ot Sire, we are re-
duced to the necessity of telling your majesty the
truth: the man in question, though possessed
of so extraordinary a degree of merit, labours
under this disadvantage; his' person by no
means bespeaks the qualities "of his mind ;
“‘born-in an humble station, lie was deprived of
- those rudiments of education which set a gloss
ipon merit by the forms of decorum.”... . Re-
“ally, Gentlemen, this is a strange kind of per-
‘secution -to- which 'you ‘subject me: - however,
g- ,
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I will furnish you with a medium for reconciling
my just demands with the scruples yo{x enter-
tain; you shall conduct M. Lambert hither at
night, the hghts shall be extinguished, and [
shall hear him without seeing him. Do you ac-
cept my conditions "

. There was no avoiding what had been 50
much dreaded. Lambert was conducted to the
km«r, who both saw and heard him. *“ Good
day, Sir,” said Frederic, * do me the favour to
inform me which of the sciences you have par-
ticularly studxed'". .. All of them, Sire.”....
* You are, thep, a skilful mathematician?”....
“Yes, Sire.”....“ Under what professor have
you studied the science of mathematicsi™....
s« T was my own instructor, Sire.”.... You are
then a second Pascal?”....* Yes, Sire.” At
these words the king turned his back upon him
and retired to his cabinet, where he had great
difficulty to refrain from immoderate laughter.

During supper, the king said to his guests,
« Wouid you believe it, Gentlemen, my friends
have this day urged me to bestow a place in my
academy on one of the greatest blockheads I
have ever met with.” Some of them replied
that this blockhead was nevertheless a man of
genius. It was a long time, however, before
the king was convinced of his error, notwithe’

AA3d
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Standinv all the perseverance of M. Lambert’s
' frlends, who, during this interval, had entertamed
apprehensnons of his leaving them abruptly for
~ the purpose of settling in Russia. ¢ Sir,” said ~
the Pastor Hachard to him, ¢ you must not be
out of patience; the king will certainly name.
you to his academy, but he is at present ex-
tremely occupied.”....« Oh, Sir, I have not the
least uneasiness on the subject; his own glory is
at stake, and should he not name me, it would
be a blot in his own history.”  Frederic had
not this blot to apprehend; he yieldéd at Jength
to the unanimous solicitations of his subjects,
and bestowed on M. Lambert a pension of five
hundred rix-dollars. - -

- The new academician was now employed in
composing his inaugural discourse, and deter-
mined to resolve in it a question of importance
respecting the reflection of light: he had still,
“however, "to this effect some experiments to
verify, for which he stood in need of a _]argc
" looking-glass, while his whole stock of furniture
. afforded only a small pocket-glass barely large
enough to allow of his adjusting his wig in it.
The best remedy he.could think of was to
go into the principal coffee-house of Berlin,
situated opposite to the castle. On entering one
of the rooms on the first floor, he bowed in his

A
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accustomed manner,” without looking at them,
and throwing his head diagonally from one side!
to the .other to some officers and other per-:
sons of the town, who were playing at tarocs*,
and passed on to a’large mirror which happened
to be placed in the lightest-part of the room ; he:
then drew his sword, 2imed it as if against:an
adversary, drew back, advanced; in short, threw:
himself into the- different attitudes of a’ real en-
counter, at the same time profoundly meditating’
on what he saw and did; he pursued his ex~
periments for the space of half an hour; with-
out the least consciousness that the spectators,
who knew neither his person nor what to think
of the exhibition they had witnessed, had con:
cluded he was’a lunatic, and were actually hold-
ing themselves ready to seize: and disarm. hm;

should it be necessary. - ‘
When M. Lambert had: ended his experi=:
-ments and his reflections, he put his'sword quietly
into-its scabbard, cast a look of indifference on
those who surrounded him, bowed to them in
the same manner as' when he'entered, and re--
turned home to: compose a memoir worthy the'
admiration of the learned,’ . ‘
* 'What I have above related is a sufficient proof

* A sort of playmg cards, but marked dxﬂ'erently from

the common ones. . 2

and


http:iigl)te.st

"~ %0 - ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

4

of the simplicity, artlessness, and franknéss of
M. Lambert’s character: it may also be naturally
supposed he was the sort of man to be addicted
to some whimsical singularities in his manners,
which was in fact the case. When I happened

* to meet him in company, or in my walks, my

first care was to propose to him some question
that interested me; for when once entered into
a discussion, on wharever subject it might be, it -
was no longer possible either to stop or interrupt
“him; he never failed, from the first moment, to
take so clear and comprehensive a view of his
plan, and adhered to it so closely, that to divert
his attention was impracticable. The order of .

“his ideas was always regular and perfect; if ob-

jections were proposed to him, he paused no
longer than was necessary to hear them to their’
end; he never, however, answered them, but
resumed the thread of his argument s though he -

‘had not been interrupted, because the objections

he had heard would, he perceived, occur at a
different time and .more seasonable order, and

that it could not but be disadvantageous to the

discussion to deviate from the principle he had

first laid down. I have a hundred times put him

to the trial in this respect, and found him always
the same. He was truly a-machine to grind dis=
sertations, but a perfect machme. ‘
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I one day requested him to class the most
ce]ebrated living’ geometricians accordmg to his
estimation of them. ¢ The first geometrician
lxvmo said he, “is M. Euler and M.d’Alembert,
or M. &' 'Alembert and M. Euler; I place themin
the same rank and consider them as it were but
one perso n,not because their qualities are similar
in every respect, but because each has eminent
qualities that compensate those deficient in the
other. M. Euler has more simplicity and promp-
titude, perhaps even a' greater abundance, thag
"M. d’Alembert ; M. d’Alembert has more sub-
tlety, sagacity, and elegance, than M. Euler: in
profoundness of understanding and fertility of
invention they are equal; it is impossible to
. give the preference to either; and it should be
said of each, as I have already observed, that he
is the first living geometrician. M. de la Grange
is at present the second; I say at present, be~
~cause there is every reason to believe that he
will not long remain inferior to the first. The
third is myself. I can proceed no further in this
classification, because 1 know no other geome-
trician worthy of being named.” B

. A young ‘man, a professor of mathematics: to
;he pupils of the artillery, happening one day to
meet M. Lambert, was also desirous of putting
to him the same question, and placed himself,
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as the former had done, in the third rank: ne
sooner had he pronounced the words than M.
Lambert advanced with a resolute step before
him,as though he would have barred the way,and
- then looking him stedfastly in the face, he burst
into a fit of laughter and turned on his heel.

The productions of M. Lambert at length con--
vinced the king that he was a man of singular
merit, notwithstanding the disadvantages of his
person and manners, and he was accordingly ap--
pointed counsellor to the grand directory for the
department of the works, with dn additional
- pension of five hundred rix-dollars. His nomi-
metion having been announced in the news-
papers, 1 proceeded to congratulate ‘my col- -
league on the event. “Itis extremely singular,”
replied he, « that the king should publish this

intelligence without consulting me. It cannot
" be denied that it is my own concern ; surely,
therefore, I should have been asked if I liked to
publish it or not? It is not certain that I accept
the place in question, for thls reason, beyond all
" others, that I do not want it.’ _ o
In reality, -all the persuasion of his friends was -
‘necessary -to prevail upon' him to accept it.
" When he was at length brought to a decision, he-
proceeded:to the directory for the ceremony of
‘ihstall;;tiona ~where' he said to the .ministers’ of.

1
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state, « Your Excellencies must not expect to
find verified in the plans I lay down the ordinary
calculations you may have made in regard to
building ; this is a department in which you
may employ your clerks, if you do not like to
do it yourselves: for my own part I will have
nothing to do with such occupations as are
within the reach of every one, and which, con-
sequently, to me would be a pure loss of time.
But when any difficulties present themselves in
this department that occasion you perplexity;
you have only to communicate to me a statement
of the particulars, and I will take the affair in
‘hand immediately. What I at present wish you
to understand is, that I will never accept of a
place, the functions of which bring me down to
the level of your clerks.” . S
In treating of the academicians of Berhn, Ido
" not enter into the details of the works they have
left to posterity. Is it properly my business to
pass a judgment on the inestimable benefits the
largest portion of them-have conferred upon the -
sciences? Ought 1 to allow myself to appreciate
such vast and profound researches, researches so
infinitely beyond my own comprehension? Be-
sndes, do the persons who have deserved so
much from society at large stand in need of my-
eulogiums? Who is there that is not acquainted
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with the works of M. Lambert? Who is there
.that has not'read his Organum, and his Letters of ¢
Cosmopolite, from which M. Merian has given in
French so beautiful an extract? also his immense
‘labours on the Ep/zemmdes of $O many years?
&ec. &c.

The class of natural phllosophy had made the
acquisition of M. Lambert_ four or five months -
previous to my arrival. Since that time three
others have been received into it; M. Walter
whom I have already mentioned, M. Guerhard,
and M. Hachard: the first of these two was a
skilful mineralogist, and the last a celebrated
chemist, well known in Europe. I have not.a
single anecdote respecting M. Guerhard to re-
late ; he was a man wholly devoted to his voca-
. tion, and respectable as an academician, _v
- M. Hachard, on the contrary, presents me
with a richer mine to be explored ; but who can
need to be informed what was the manner of life
of a man who has undertaken so many labours?
I have been witness, at nine .different times, to
‘his passing four and twenty successive hours in
his laboratory, without .once leaving it, in the
pursuit of a single experiment ; I have known him
brave all the intemperance of the seasons, and
pass whole days employed in the undertaking .of
bringing to perfection the .cultivation of the tos
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- bacco plant; I have heard him propose to the
academy a plan, consisting of forty thousand ex-
periments to be made to obtain the means of
composing and decomposing at will all the
sorts of stones that are known; [ have, in short,
witnessed his presenting to that body a number
of machines no less remarkable for their curious

_construction and. workmanship than for their
utility, &ec. &c. M. Hachard has performed
“much, because he possesses a character of equal
ardor and perseverance, and that with these.ad-
vantages it was he devoted his life to laborious
studies. -~ - '
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' ' CLASS OF MATHEMATICS OR GEOMETRY.

-

I HAVE first to speak in this division of my
book of the justly celebrated Euler. A letter
written by Frederic, which began with the fol-
lyovwing sarcastic phrase, ¢ Though I never
learned to calculate curves, yet I am sensible, my
dear Euler, that seventeen thousand rix-dollars
are of more value to my academy than thirteen,”
produced in M. Euler so deep a mortification,
that he resolved to quit Berlin. He offered his
services to Catherine the Second, who accepted
them, at the same time naming conditions ex-
tremely advantageous both for himself and his

.80ns.

M. Euler upon this disposed of the house he
had in Berlin, and also of his country residence
near Charlottenburg: he then solicited his dis-
mission, which the king was with difficulty pre-
vailed upon to grant. 'The Marquis d’Argens,
. different. friends, particularly. among the Swiss.
resident at Berlin, the ministers, and even ‘the
princes, all the persons, in short, who believed
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they had any influence on the decision he should
make, in vain erhplo‘yed every endeavour, every
affectionate entreaty, every remonrstrance, to
change his resolution. The king intimated his
having a right to compel him to stay in his do-
minions ; and on its being objected that M. Eu-.
ler was a Swiss, and as such was in full posses- -
sion of his liberty in this respect, a consideration-
that was disregarded by no one of the sove-
reigns of Europe, replied;  Be it so; several of
his children, however,. were born my subjects,
these at least I may detain.” With great dif-
ficulty was Frederic prevailed upon to - relin-
quish this hold on Euler, and it is reasonable to
suppose that the fear of offending the Empress
of Russia had no less influence over hinr than
a sense of justice. After all, one of his sons, an
officer in the Prussian artillery, was thrown into
prison for having appeared in society dressed
like a private gentlem.m previous to the issuing
of his dismission, and kept there nearly a year
after the departure of his family: it is also pro-
bable he would never have obtained his dismis-
-sion if Catherine the Second had not herself soli-
cxted on his behalf. L

M. Euler set out with his wife and children
on his return to Petersburg, which he had quitted
for Berlin about eighteen years before.”. When
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he had passed the frontiers of Poland, the exa
pences of his journey were. sustained by the King
Poniatousky, who furnished him with accommo-. -
dations at Warsaw, and procured him every pos-
sible amusement. . When Euler proceeded on his
journey, he was reconducted to the frontiers of
Russia, where he was met by persons instructed
by the empress to pay hxs ‘expences to Peters-
burg.

On his arrival in that capital, he_found -a far-
nished house ready for his reception, which he
was given to understand was his own property ;
it was large enough for the accommodation of
his whole famlly, and in addition was supplied
with a cook from the household of the sovereign,
who staid in it till they were comfortably settled.’
M. Euler was nominated director of the academy-
of sciences of Saint Petersburg: his eldest son,
who had honoured me with his friendship, and.
from whom I received several letters after our
separation, was nominated a2 member and secre-
tary’of the same academy; another of his sons,.
a physician, was employed and pensioned ; and
lastly, the officer of artillery, on his arrival, was
promoted to the rank of captain in the same
branch of the army of the empress. W

It appears to me that it was impossible to be-
stow a greater degree‘ of respect and gncourage-
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ment on a man of genius ;- these marks of dis-
tinction were, however, well deserved by. M.
Euler and his sons; of all the persons engaged
in the same career no one, perhaps has mani.
fested a genius more surprizing, luminous,
prompt, and fertile, than was that of M. Euler,
Under his superintendence the science of mathe-
matics has advanced with giant steps, while his
immense labours at the same time were not con-
sidered by him as the smallest sacrifice. Some
of the memoirs he published, which have ever
“been and will ever remain the admiration of the
enlightened portion of Europe, were composed by
him with his children amusing themselves in the
same room: one of them from time to time was
' to be seen seated on his knee, to whose prattle
he gave his attention, while an Angola cat sat
upon his shoulder.

-The moral character of M. Euler added ]ustre
to his talents: this extraordinary man was art-
less, unaffected, and simple ; mild in his temper,
and of distinguished rectitude ; he possessed also
in a great degree that cheerfulness which is the
natural result of superior intellect and purity of
conscience; he was at once engaging and re-
spectable. - But in thus rendering justice to the .
merits of his character, I by no means desire” to
insinuate that he had no faults; M. Euler was a
. vor.IL. B2 '
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man, and was not guiltless of the defects and pre=
judices to be lamented in his species. :
The King of Prussia being unable to detain
M. Euler in his academy, employed M. d’Alem-
bert to find a person worthy of filling his place.
« 1 know but one,” replied d’Alembert, “ who
is competent to fill the immense void M. Euler
has left in your academy. The man I with the
greatest confidence propose to your majesty, is
M. de la Grange, of the academy of Tarin. He
is as yet extremely young, not quite thirty:
notwithstanding this, he is already at least my
equal in the higher branches of geometry. This
assurance on my part proceeds neither from
false ‘modesty, nor a‘wish to compliment that
gentleman : it is’ strict justice; and I have not
the smallest doubt that hereafter he will prove
decidedly superior to preceding geometricians.”
- It was in consequence of this reply that M.
de la Grange was nominated djrector of the
class of mathematics in thé room of M. Euler:
he Icft Turin and proceeded to Paris, from Paris
to London, and, continuing his way by sea to
Hamburg, arrived at Berlin,
* At Berlin he married a lady who was his re-
-lation ; and who possessed an excellent under-
standing and extraordinary sweetness of temper.
His domestxc life was tranquil and retlred as
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they both preferred -the gratifications arising
from the society of a small but select circle of
friends. To the inestimable advantage of a
peaceful home, M. de la Grange joined that of '
pursuing his public career with the same serene
tranquillity. He was on no occasion accessible
to any kind of intrigue or party spirit, and if
some slight dissension took place in the academy;

- he never was concerned in' it, nor did he seem
acquainted with its existence. Nor should this
trait be ascribed to timidity: I perfectly remems-
ber that M. de Sch***, the minister, who was a
man of excellent understanding, but of a pas-
sionate and haughty temper, having prevailed on
the king to adopt the project of a fund for-
widows, and M. de la Grange having read a me=

. moir to the academy, in which he demonstrated
that this fund would necessarily and speedily end
in'a bankruptcy, the minister sent a message to
the former, importing, that instead of publishing
his memoir he should have communicated it to
government ; to which the agademician replied,
1st, that he had not published his memoir, but
had contented himself with exercising a duty in-
cumbent on friendship, by warning his eolleagues
against the danger of involving their interests in
the above project s and 2dly, that not haying en-
gaged himself in the academy for the purpose of

: BB 2
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- receivingthe commands of ministers, he conceived
he had nothing to do with waiting in their anti- .
chambers to offer them advice they had not re-
quired him to give ; that it was their own busi-
nessto look out for persons capable of furnishing
principles for the calculations they stood in need
of ; that, in short, no blame could possibly at-
tach to him, since he had not been consulted on
the question. This reply, at once resolute and
equitable, reduced M. Sch*** to silence.

"M. de la Grange observed a regular and uni-
form plan for the occupation of every day. His

" mornings were consecrated to reading and writ-

‘ ing letters; immediately after dinner he devoted
a few hours to different visits, or to his accus-
tomed walk, which he:took alone that he might
pursue the pace he judged salutary for his health.
At six in the evening he returned to his cabinet,
where he shut himself in, that he might be sure
of remaining undisturbed till midnight, when
he took several dishes of tea before he went to
‘bed. » , . ,

In these six hours of profound solitude it was

that he performed the immense labours with

which the memoirs of the academy are stored,
and which have gained him a reputation so
illustrious. What more shall I say? A philoso-
pher remarkable for the equanimity of his con-
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duct, ever wise, ever tolerant, b]ending with his
genius for mathematics a knowledge no less
extensive than various in the different branches
of literature, and with these the most.genuine
simplicity and gentleness of manners, he could
not fail to be beloved and respected by all who
knew him, and deeply lamented by those from
whom he was by destiny separated,

BB 3
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SPECULATIVE PHILOSOPILY,

e ol o b of t

THE directors of this class of the academy,
both previous to my arrival at Berlin and for
many years after, were not in the habit of fre--

' quenting its different sittings, accordingly I had

no acquaintance with them. The members of
the class, who best fulfilled their duty, are M,
Beguelin, who had been preceptor to the prince
royal; a man of a moderate and equal temper,
and prone to reflection; a philosopher infinitely
" respectable, and earnest in the accomplishment of
the functions he engaged in; an excellent hus-
band, a tender father, a faithful fri(end;'just in
all his actions ; his understanding was highly cul-
tivated, distinguishing, and subtle; and he pos-
sessed a profound knowledge of metaphysics.

I have next to speak of M. Sulzer, a friend of
M. Beguelin, and also a native of ‘Switzerland,
who, like the former, had been settled at Berlin
for more than thirty years. He was a man of
considerable talent, and was placed in the first
rank of German authors, who at the time were -

i
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esteemed the best writers in prose: in his person
he ivas robust ; firm and decided in his charac-
ter. M. Sulzer was the author of a great num-
ber of dissertations on different subjects in the
Memoirs of the Acadetny; all of these are wor-
thy of attention, for the justness of the views and
the solidity of the reasoning they exhibit.

M. Sulzer married a lady of Madgeburg, who
- was much respected for her amiable qualities;
but she died young, leaving behind her two
daughters: the eldest of them married a M.
Graff, a painter in high esteem at Dresden; the
second married M. Chevalier, the son, who was a
varnisher, and resided at Berlin. The latter, I
have been told, was far from happy, though she
deserved to be so; she died several years ago:
but the eldest is still alive. ‘

I will relate an anecdote which proves that
M. Graff was an excellent painter. I one day
went to the apartments of - M. Sulzer, which
were on the same floor as mine, to pass a few
hours with him in convérsation : I found him with .
M. Beguelin looking at a large portrait that was
not quite finished. I was singularly struck with -
the portrait, so as not to be able to keep my eyes
- from it." ¢ That painting seems to attract your
whole attention,” said M. Beguelin; « tell us
your opinion of it?"....« 1 would lay a wager,”

BB 4 :
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replied I, < that it is not a work of féncy, and - -

even that it is a perfect likeness.”....« What .
makes you think s0?”.... “ Because I discover in

it the faithful touches of nature, rather than the

rules-or fantastic caprices of art.”....< Tell us,-
_ then, what idea this portrait gives you of the ori-

ginal?”.... «I should suppose the original to be a

man of considerable understanding, the princi-
pal qualities of which are great activity, ardour,
and vivacity : his c\haracter partakes of the same
~ traits, and in addition exhibits a remarkable firm-
ness and unaffected gaiety; he is good-natured,
fond of pleasure, and sincere; though, on the
other hand, it would be dangerous to oppose
either his opinions or_his prejudices.”.... “ Ah!
‘you know the man.”.... “ No, I never saw the
“original of this portrait.”.... « You, however,
have just described him as if you had passed your
life with him:-it is the portrait of M. Lessing.”
.... “ The circumstance is a high compliment to
M. Graff; for Inever saw M. Lessing.”

At the death of M. Sulzer, one of the articles
in the sale of his goods was a cane of a very curi-
ous construction, which I bought and sent as a
present to M. Rasta, a physician at Lyons: this
cane had a dial-pla_te‘, in the head of it, with four:
hands, answering. to four circles, each divided
into ten equal parts; the first. circle was marked
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with units, the second with tens, the third with
* hundreds, and the fourth with thousands; dvery
 time that in walking. you struck the cane upon
.the ground, the inner hand advanced a single
digit ; when this had made a complete circuit,
the second advanced one digit, signifying that
the walker had then advanced ten steps; when
‘the circuit of the second hand was completed,
the third began to move, and 50 on, in such a
manner that, when the walker had completed
his airing, the dial-plate at-the top of the cane

would tell him how many steps he had takenin -

the course of the day.

w
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CLASS OF BELLES LETTRES.
DV al a ol et ol

- M. MERIAN was librarian to the academy
when he succeeded M. d’Argens as director of
the class of belles lettres, and has since also suc-
ceeded to M. Formey as secretary. M. Merian
is still living: he was a native of Bale in Swit-
zerland, where his family is equally well known
and esteemed. He came when a young man to
Berlin: M. de Maupertuis found in him a va-
luable acquisition to the academy, and retained
him by a salary which ever since has been
continually -increasing.  This new -academician
more than fulfilled the hopes of the president ;
he is at present, and has long been, ranked in
the class of the most esteemed literary men in
Europe. ' .

But though M. Merian has no reason to com-
* plain either of fortune, which never treated him
unkindly, or of nature, which bestowed upon him
a robust and healthy consitution, and a temper
the most enviable ; yet we must ascribe to him
the merit of having during his whole life wisely
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determined to use these blessings 1o his advan-

~tage, rather than- abuse any one of them. - He

was an excellent husband and friend ; his man-

ners were mild and pleasing; his conduct pru-

dent, equable, and full of rectitude; and ke was

ever zealous in the cause of justice: he was ge- -
nerally beloved and esteemed, and particu arly in*,
his famlly and among the academicians.

He had during his life devoted lnmse]f to
study, and from an early age was familiar with
the Hebrew, Greck, Latin, English, Italian
French, and German languages. * Should the
learned world have the misfortune of losing the
‘most valuable ‘of the poems we have in those
- languages,” said the Abbé Michelessi, and with
great truth, < M. Merian would of himself be -
- able to restore them.” I shall not particularize
his numerous writings: he has translated into -
French the phxlosophxcal productlons of David
Hume ; also several works from the German;
and has presented the academy with different dis-
sertations on various subjects.

The person who, immediately after myself, was .
received into the class of literature was M. Bi-
taubé, at this time member of the Institute of
France, and who had just published, at Paris, his
first translation of Homer. He was nephew, by
bis mother’s side, to Counsellor Jordan, whe

/
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undertook the charge of his education. M. Bi--
taubé married one of his cousins, a lady pos-
sessed of every qualification to render her the
best of wives, of parents, and of friends; - she
was consequently beloved by all who enjoyed the
pleasure of her acquaintance.
I shall not enfer into the detail of the valu-
able productions with which he has enriched
our language. - His History of Joseph, which
~exhibits so natural and striking a view of patri-
archal manners, is known to every one; nor less .
so his Foundation of the Liberty of the Batavian
Republic, a work written in a° more modern
style, but equally natural and elevated; his
Homer, which had mot previously been translated
into French, and which he has, so to express my-
self, absolutely naturalized ; his interesting Me- -
moirs, to be found in the academy of Berlin ; his
Analysis, so well conceived and admirably exe-
cuted, of the Politics of Aristotle ; and his charm-
ing translation of a delightful poem, entitled Do-
rothea, the production of one of the first of the .
German poets; have received too much atten-
tion from the public to need any comment from
my pen. - , ‘
I proceed to another of the academicians. Fre-
deric in his youth had read the letters on physi-
ognomy, published under the name of the Abbé
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Pernety, and this with too much approbation to
forget either the work or the person who called
himself its author. .This pretended author of the
letters was so only in name, at least so I was assur-
ed by the Abbé Matte, who. being entrusted in
his youth with the education of the Marquis de
Fons Saint Maurice, had lived at Louis le Grand
with. Pere Bougeant, and with the Abbé Per-
nety, who was then preceptor to M. de Bou-
logne, in the same house. - M. Matte related to
me that P. Bougeant, having composed the three
letters on physiognomy, had not dared to print
them in his own name, for fear of again being
exiled by his superiors to the melancholy abode of
La Fleche, a punishment which had already been
inflicted on him for having been the author of the
ingenious little work on the language of beasts.
Under these circumstances, and béing desi-
rous too of procuring himself the pleasure of
knowing the opinion of the public respecting
his work, he addressed -himself to the Abbé
~ Pernety, then a young man he had remarked for
“the prudence,. moderation, and rectitude of his
character; entered into an agreement with him,
founded on the mutual confidence and honour of
the parties: the conditions were, that the manu-
script should be placed in the hands of the young.
abbé; who was to cause it to be printed in his
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name, and to proclaxm himself the author ; ; each
pledging himself to a sccrecy that should be in-
violable. .

What renders this anecdote the more probao
ble is, that it is difficult to conceive that a man,
capable in his youth of such a production as the,
letters on physiognomy, should have lived quietly
to the age of eighty and upwards without pro-
- ducing any other work, for the Abbé Pernety
was considerably older than that when he died,
under the roof of his pupil, in the year 1776.
I might also observe, that the spirit and style of -
these letters are strongly marked with the stamp
of the author of the language of beasts.
~ Frederic finding a M. Pernety among the fi-
" nanciers, sent out by M. Helvetius to the court of "

Prussia, and recollecting the letters on physiog-
nomy, inquired of that gentleman if he was re-
lated to the Abbé Pernety ; to which he replied,
he was his brother: thus, without intending, or
being conscious of the fact, he affirmed what
was absolutely false ; for the Abbé Pernety, de-
“signated by the king, was he who was the author
of the letters, while the financier, on his part,
understood Dom, Pernety, who had presented the
public with a work entitled Egyptian Antiqui-
ties, and an account of M. de Bougainville’s
voyage to the Malouin islands, called by the Eng~
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lish, the Falkland islands. This second Abbé -
Pernety was cousin to the first, and a much
younger man. The king, thus misled, commis-
sioned M. Pernety to make his brother a proposal
to accept the place of first librarian of the royal
public library at Berlin, with the title of acade-
mician, and a salary of twelve hundred rix-dol-
lars, which was accordingly accepted.

A remarkable trait in the character of this aca- -
demician was, that he believed in all the extra-
vagant reveries of past times; he believed in the
philosopher’s stoné, the mysteries of the cabala,
apparitions, patagonians, witcheries, enchant-
ments, the race of the giants, &c. But, notwith-
standing this inconceivably and ridiculous weak-
ness, he waslbeloi'ved'by every one, and the more
as, to his other excellent qualities, he joinéd that
of the most perfect discretion in regard to such
affairs as. were at any time’ confided to his secre-
cy; never did a word from his lips give room for
the smallest explanation or disagreement. The
only fault with which he was reproached was
avarice. But this rather produced occasions of
laughing at his expence than of serious accusa-
tion. ‘ | ’

M. Pernety returned one year sooner than I
did to France; it was in the year 1783: he af-
“terward weathered the storm through the waves

3
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of the revolution as well ‘as he was able, takmg
care to be of no party, to risk no arguments on
the passmg scene, and to live in retlrement 5 for
all this, he was thrown into prison and detained
there several months, where he more assidudusly
than ever immerged into the mysteries of the
philosopher’s stone, and daily strengthened his
persuasion that he should live through many cen- -
turies. I am myself convinced that, at the mo-
ment of his expiring of old age in the town of
Avignon, in the year eight or nine of the re~
public, he did not believe himself in danger:
that in dying, he believed himself to be only
dropping into a sleep. '

A man of extraordinary character, known in
the world by the name of Count de Saint Germain,
came to Berlin, and staid there more than a year.
The Abbé Pernety, in quality of an adept,. has-
tened to pay him his visit, and gave us an ac-
count of him that was truly extraordinary.

The count, as he described him, was advanced
in years, but his exact age and the name of his
country were known to na one; he was, how-
ever, still vigorous.in appearance, though but lit-
tle encumbered with fat. It was understood that
he possessed the secret of making gold, and even
diamonds, and, what was still more remarkable,
he had lived through many centuries; he was the
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wandering Jew; he was all that can be imagined
which was most wonderful, and conversed fluent-
Iy in every language of Europe. _
Count de Saint Germain resided in one of the
principal inns at Berlin: he kept two men ser-
vants; his manner of living was retired; a
bired postchaise stood constantly at his door, for
which he paid a handsome price, but never used
it, - The old Baron Kniphausen with eagerness
claimed an old acquaintance with him, and im-' -
mediately invited him to dine at his house: « I
have no objection,” replied M. de Saint Ger-
main; “but.it must be on condition that you
send your carridge for me. - I never use a hired
carriage, for I find its motion extremely dis-
agreeable.” - It should be observed that this un-
known person called the old baron by no other
name than my son. - .
The Princess Amelia was also eager to see
- him, and he accordingly waited on her, ¢ Pray,
Sir,” said she, “ of what country are your”....
« Of a country, Madam, that never had for its
sovereign a prince descended from aforeign
stock.” In this artfully ambiguous and enigmatical
language did he reply to all the questions put to -
‘him by her:royal highness; who, at length si~
lenced _by his repeated evasions, dismissed him
VOL II cc
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without obtaining the smallest information rea
specting his history.

Madame du Troussel experienced no less than
~ the princess a curiosity to see and converse with

this extraordinary personage, and their meeting-
was effected by means of the Abbé Pernety. The
count accepted of an invitation to sup one even-
_ing at her house. The subject of the philoso-
pher’s stone was ventured upon; but Saint Ger-
main confined himself to observing, that the per-
sons who meddled with the study of that art pro-
- ceededon a plan the most surprisingly injudicious,
since they employed no principal agent but fire,
not considering that the property of fire is to se=
parate and decompose, and, consequently,to have

recourse to it when the object is to form a new

composition cannot but be absurd: he insisted
‘earnestly and with some diffuseness on this idea, .
and then returned to subjects of ordinary conver-
sation. . ,. L

" The physiognomy of the count was remarks
ably intelligent and subtle : he had every appear-
ance of being a man of birth, and who had been
accustomed to refined society. He was said to
-have been the preceptor of the celebrated Cag-~
liostro, so well known for having entangled in
his mysteries Cardinal Rohan and other persons
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at Paris: but certainly the disciple was never
worthy of the master, who unquestionably passed
through his career unblemished by any disgrace-
ful adventure; while Cagliostro, 2 man of a
bolder temper;, was for the most part ready to
run every risk, and terminated his existence in
one of the prisons of the inquisition at Rome; a
miserable destiny ‘it ‘must be granted, yet not so
much so as he who experienced it deserved.
The history of Count de Saint Germain exhi=
bits him as an impostor more remarkable for

‘prudence than enterprize: it presents no trait

that directly reflects dishonour; none that is in=
consistent with integrity ; all is marvellous in his.
career, but at no time has he stooped to mean-
ness, or offended the rules of decorum. If it be
true that he said to some ladies who shed tears
on seeing the tragedy of Mariamne, « Ah, Ladies,
what would you then have felt if, like me, you
had known her; had witnessed how lovely, .
interesting, and amiable she was}”—if it be true
that, speaking of the passion of J esus Christ, he
said, “ It was his own fault; [ repeatedly warn-
ed him that his end would be unfortunate, if he.
did not change his plan ;”~that such proposi-
tions are absurd, it cannot be denied: but, ac- .
cording to the rules of society, they are not to be .
considered as crimes. '

” cc@



| 388 ° . OR{GINAL ANECDOTES OF

About the time when M. Pernety was received
into the academy, who, through the interest of
Cardinal‘de Bernis, was nominated to the abbacy
of Burgel in partibus infidelium, the class of litera-
ture gained another acquisition in the person of
M. Weguelin, formerly a pastor at Saint Gal in
Switzerland, and since a professor of history and
geography in the civil and military school at
Berlin. » ‘

M. Sulzer,s who was acquainted with him, had
proposed him to the king, and he was in con-
‘sequence appointed to.the place he occupied
among us. The first production of this pro-
fessor was a small pamphlet, entitled, Observa-
tions on the different Forms of Government ; a per-
formance that gave the king a high opinion of
the author, and was the means of his entrance
" into the academy. I congratulate you,” said
the monarch to me one day, “ on your having
for a colleague a man of M. Weguelin's merit.
He sent me a small pamphlet of his composing,
"which I threw, ina corner without looking at
-it, concluding it must be similar to those college
- productions -which can be interesting only to
pedants. I sincerely ask your pardon, Sir, for
-having conceived so unjustly of the talents of the
-professors: I confess I have been guilty of unpar-
donable injustice toward them.” I was telling

|



FREDERIC THE GREAT. - 389

you that I threw your colleague’s production ,
aside, when, a few days after, chance again
placed /it in. my view, at a moment when I was
at leisure ; I opened it, saying to myself, © Let us
see what this professor has to say for himself?” I.
soon found considerable perseverance was néces-
sary to read a style so compressed and mcorrect
but, from the first page, I discovered so much of
just and profound thinking, that, though on ac-
count of the pains it cost me to understand him,
I more than tW.enty times threw the book-away,
T could not refrain from resuming the task, till
at last I succeeded in reading it to the end. My
opinion is, Sir, that this pamphlet is a great and
excellent production, from which I have derived
more information than from many others more vo-
Juminous in their size. M. Weguelin is a man of
genius: 1 do not _exaggerate ; he is a second
Montesquien.”

Having presented the reader with a sketch of -
what may be called the outline of the learned
body of academicians, if I am asked on what
footing - they lived together, and what members
may be considered as really composing the aca-
demy, I shall reply, that they lived together in
the utmost harmony and good intelligence, and
sustained a character of perfect rectitude: I
however remarked among them certain shades of

cc3 ’



\

390 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

dxﬁ"erence, curious enough in their nature, In
my time the academy might -be properly divided
into three branches, Germans, Swiss, and French;
each containing seven, eight, or nine persons.
The Germans, phlegmatic in their tempers, and
accustomed to an absolute form of government,
demanded only to be treated with justice and
politeness ; provided they experienced common-
place attentions, they were content, busied them-
selves with nothing, leaving it to others to exert
‘themselves as they thought proper. ~The French
academicians of my time differed from the Ger-
mans only in this single point, that they would
be under subjection to no one. As to the Swiss, ~
they were for the most part the persons wha
ruled; they put themselves at the head of every
transaction, and contended for being the sole
conductors in the academy. I am aware that
there are exceptions to every rule: Lambert and
Merian, for example, in their conduct, rather
resembled the French than the Swiss; Beauso-
bre too,in this respec't, was rather a Swiss than
a Frenéhman, but my distinction, generally
_speakmg, is a true one. I have been witness
that Sulzer, Beguelm, Wevuelm, &cv governed
the whole academy. I have been witness that
the German members never thought of com-
plaini_ng, and that the French members, pros
' 2
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vided they escaped the yoke, contented them-

selves swith smiling at their proceedings. Will
not every one, therefore, agree with me, that
the German, inured to a rigid form of govern-
ment, desires nothing more than to be treated
with a certain degree of delicacy; that the

Frenchman, born in a soil where that delicacy -

is a thing of course, has not the same facility in
dispensing with a perfect equality; and that the
Swiss, on his part, having from his infancy en-
joyed that equality, should in his turn aspire to
govern? And all this is because man, in what-
ever rank he is placed, is ever desirous to attain
to something higher. Thus the Germanis prone
to desire the enjoyment of the rights of nature;
the Frenchman of the privileges of liberty ; and
the Swiss of absolute authority. ‘

I know not if -Catherine the Secand were de-

sirous to see herself placed on the list of the

members of our academy, or if Frederic, con-

cluding she would be pleased with the distinc-
‘fion, resolved to gratify her with so pleasing a
- surprise; but what I do know is, that we re-
ceived orders to name her as one of our mem-
bers by acclamation, to put her name on the

list by itself in large letters, and above those of.

all the other members, whether honorary, ordi-

A nary, associates, or foreigners. .
‘ cc4
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We accordingly proceeded to this nomination :
we caused a new list to be printed in the form
above described ; a magnificent and profoundly
respectful diploma was prepared for her imperial
majesty ; and to these were added a letter con-
ceived in terms of the highest admiration of her
character and government, and of the project, .
dictated by her genius, for a code of laws con-
formably with the zeal she felt for the happinesé ‘
of her people. A complete copy of the me-

. moirs, magnificently bound, and adorned with

the arms of the academy, also accompanied the
former. .

The émpress rceceived our homage gracious]y;
and sent us, in return, a. chart of the Caspian
sea, drawn under her own eye, and verified
by herself in person, as well in regard to the
form, extent, and situation of that sea, as to the.
depth of its waters along its whole circum-
ference, and even respecting the depth of these
at a distance from the shore, the whole having
been sounded in her presence. - ‘
~ ‘The academy, the revenues of which consist
of the produce of the alnianacs and geographi-

‘cal charts it publishes, at first considered only

the probable gain or loss to be incurred. They
accordingly calculated the sum that would be
produced by publishing the above-mentioned
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* chart, engraved in a superior style; the ‘result

was, a decision in the aflfirmative, if no political
reason should occur to the contrary : to obviate
the uncertainty to which this clause might give
occasion, the academy resolved to write to the
king on the subject, whose answer imported,
that its members were better judges of their
own Interests than of what was consistent with
the rules of decorum ; that it was not his own

- acquiescence, but that of her imperial majesty,

which was necessary for publishing the chart in
question, and that this acquiescence it would be
highly indelicate to solicit ; hence he concluded,
the only thing that could be done was carefully
to preserve the present as an honourable testi-
mony of her respect for the academy, but to
make no other use of it.

A short time after this illustrious association,
a place in-the class of speculative philosophy
became vacant: the king demanded a list of
three cahdidates; among whom his intention was
to elect the one who'should appear most warthy
of that distinction. The list was drawn out by
the members of the class, and sent to Potzdam;
but the only reply of the king was a letter con-
ceived in severe terms, in which he recom-
mended that the academicians should be more
f:ircumspe_ct ‘1n thé lists they sent him, and gave

R ] .
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orders that a new one should be immediately
framed. This second list was almost similar to
the first, only a single name was changed; the
king nominated the last mentioned of the candi-
dates, without however conferring on his academy
the honour of a reply.

What on this occasion had displeased the king
was, ‘that the name of Moses Mendelsohn, the
Jew, was the first upon each of the lists sent by
the academy ; an indiscretion that was aggra-
vated by the circumstance of this bemg the first
occasion that had presented itself for a nomina-
tion since that of the Empress of Russia, Fre-
deric revolted from the idea that the first acade-
mician admitted after her imperial majesty
should be a Jew, and he could not meet the bare
proposal ‘without resentment; not that he was
insensible to the merits of Mendelsohn as a phi-
Iosophcr, or was-himself the slave of prejudice,
but because he foresaw that such a Junction
could scarcely fail to excite sarcastic observa-
tions, or at least would be considered indecorous,
at the court of Russia as well as in the other

courts of Europe. '
" Tought in this place to give the reader all the'
information in my power respecting Mendelsohn
the Jew. He was small in stature, and ex-
tremely deformed, He was born ,in poor circum-
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stances, and in my time charged with'a nume-
" rous family, without any means for their support
but his own labours. From hisearly age he had "
‘been patronized by Messicurs Bernard, a coms.-
mercial family of the jewish persuasion, settled
at Berlin, who had acquired a considerable for-
tune, Mendlesohn had given such repeated
proofs of the rectitude of his heart, and - had
besides applied himself so -assiduously and
earnestly to the cultivation of his mind, and was
so unquestionably the author of his own improve-
‘ment, that a general esteem was entertained for
his character. ' In the house of Messieurs Ber-
nard he passed successively through the different
offices of sweeper of the warehouse, out-door
clerk, clerk at the desk, principal cashier, and
chief director of nearly the whole of their exten-
sive commerce ; while, at the same time, he was -
also preceptor to-the children of the family. |
~ His reputation was in high esteem among
those of his nation, and, by degrees, among the
Christians. - He was intrusted with the charge of
making regulations for the school for the Jews at
Berlin; and, in addition, he composed for its
use a sort of catechism, that was much esteemed
for its excellence, on being appointed its in-
spector,
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As to the literary productions of Mendle-
sohn, I know only his Phedon, or Dialogues of
Socrates on the Immortality of the Soul, a small, vo-
lume in duodecimo, in which the form of the Dia-
logues of Plato, and the grounds of the doctrine
of that ancient philosopher, are less apparent
than certain developments and a strength of

. reasoning that belonged exclusively to his imita-
tor, and which at the time acquired him consi-
derable reputation, As a proof of the probity
and delicacy of his sentiments, I will relate the
following trait: A Jew, named Ephraim, who in
the seven years’ war had acquired a fortune
amounting to ten millions, said to him one day,
« Messieurs Bernard give you as a salary only fif- -
teen hundred crowns a year; you have a nume-
rous family, and: this sum can barely provide for
' their subsistence ; come to me and fill the same
office as you now, fill for them, and I will double
it.” Mendlesohn replied, *“Messieurs Bernard sup-
plied my wants when I had done them no service
at all, and it was even doubtful that I should ever
_do them any : their kindness has at no time failed
me’; on the contrary, they have ever done for me
more than I have deserved. As there are at pre-"
sent many children in the family, it seems that
I can be of considerable use to them ; I therefore



t

FREDERIC THE GREAT. 397

will not leave them: they give me enough for
my support and for that of my family, and I
should be content with even less. - As to my _
children, they must be truly worthless if they
should be abandoned by this family.”

§
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

IT may-easily be imagined, when wé considef
the character of Frederic, and recollect with what
ardour he applied himself to study in his youth;
that, when seated on the throne, he could not
fail to interest*himself deeply in the improvement
of other persons. It was impossible for him to
overlook this object among those which appear-
ed most worthy of his zeal. He did not em:
brace the views he formed resi)ecting his various
_establishments for this end with the impetuosity
of a young man, for the vivacity natural to his
character was on all such occasions countﬁra_éted
by his prudence. He meditated long and mi-
nutely the projects he executed respecting this
important branch of his administration, rejecting
in them what was unworthy of his character, and
discussing with persons of the profoundest judg-
ment the principles, and details belonging to
them. A hundred times did he return to the sub-
ject with Maupertuis, ' with d’Argens; with Vols
taire, with d’Alembert, and others, In short, ne
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sooner” had he repaired to the utmost in his
power the disasters the war had occasioned his sub-
jects, and formed the resolution for no motive,
“short of absolute necessity, again to take up arms,
than he included a plan for public instruction,
and no less so for its execution among the ob-
jects of his solicitude. «
M. de Zeidlitz, minister of state,’ who had al:
ready entbraced in his administration “different
branches not properly his own, such as religious
worship, begging in'the streets, &c. was now in
addition charged with the superintendence of the
universities and all the public schools, and with
that of ascertaining the means of insuring and
augmenting their Success. This minister was
required to extend his vigilance even to all the
colleges into which pupils were received. To this
branch he gave particular attention, and pro-
posed different improvements respecting them;
which the king for the most part adopted. _
The king, whose genius and activity extended

to the minutest details, not content with the zeal
of his minister, was desirous of uttachmv the
services of still other persons to the prosperity
of his public schools ; and to this effect he em-
ployed different members of the academy at Ber-
lin. On this account too it was that Sulzer,
~conformably with the commands of his majesty,
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went several times to visit the public’ schools of
several of the provinces, and was appointed di-
rector of Joachim’s college at Berlin, one of the
most important establishments of the kind in the,
Prussian states: and for the same reason Merian,
who succeeded Sulzer in the latter office, was in
addition ‘appointed inspector of the French col-
lege, &c. ' ,

It would be extremely erroneous to suppose
that these nominations did not impose on the
persons who were their objects a multiplicity of
occupations : under a sovereign like Frederic, no
man in place could trifle with his duty, nor did
any enjoy a sinecure. ' ‘

The king ordered a minute statement to be
made. and laid before him of the condition of
such vdlaves as had no schools, of which he
founded almost every year a certain number : in
some years no less than sixty at a time. ' The
catholics of Berlin having entered into a sub-
scription for joining a similar establishment to
their church, he so warmly .commended this
mark of their zeal as to evince the pleasure it
occasioned him, but he at the same time added
these ‘words: ¢ Provided they make no prose-.
lytes, for this I will by no means tolerate*.”

* Thé catholic church at Berlin is one of the finest edi-
fices the town contains ;- its plan was much approved of by

4
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Almost every religion had its particular school
at Berlin, besides the colleges, gymnasia, &ec.
There was also a real school, that is,.a school in
which the lessons were always accompanied with
a presenting of the object spoken of to the eye
of the pupil. This kind of instruction was much
in vogue in Germany, and was remarkable for
its success, particularly at Dessaw.

I throw aside an infinite number of other de-
" -tails to_give an account of an establishment that
may be considered the more worthy of our study
and contemplation, as being specially the result
of the meditations of Frederic on the subject of |
public instruction. In this establishment the
reader will see, and I trust not without interest,
the whole soul and opinions of Frederic. In

saying this, I am by no means endeavouring to
frame an eulogium en his character; I would .
merely give.a faithful idea of its plan, execution,
and sugcess : if the times, ot the prejudices and
passions of mankind, have been the too prompt -
occasion of introducing into it changes essen-
“tially foy the worse, the reader will have to la-
ment the vicissitudes to which every thing hu-

Cardinal Alberoni, who contributed as far as he was able to
its execution. The grand altar of ‘this church, so much .
celebrated and esteemed by artists, was made at Rome of the

N

finest marble under his immediate inspection,
VOL. I1. DP
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man is subject, but he can reproach its founder

with no other fault than the misfortune of hav~

ing placed his confidence in persons whose ser

vices had been long tried, and who by degrees

have' substituted their own weak ideas. for the
wise and grand conceptions of the founder.

I have in this place two objects to accom-
plish: first, to present the reader with the kmg s
instruction relative to his establishment ; this is
absolutely necessary to the forming a precxse,
judgment of the school, and it is the more curi-
ous, as tending to give a faithful exhibition of
- the ideas of Frederic concerning this branch of
‘administration : secondly, to make known the
persons employed therein, and pomt out the care
he exercised in the choice of them.
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ist. 'THE INSTRUCTION DELIVERED BY THE
KING’S COMMAND TO THE PROFESSORS, AND
SIGNED WITH HIS HANDh

of the Academy*.

“....THE intention of the king and the
end of this foundation is so to form'the minds
of yoting gentlemen, that they may be propetly
qualxﬁed accordmg to their destination, for the
pursuit of either the military vocatien or of poli-
tics. The masters, therefore, shall studiously en-
deavour not only to store their memories with
useful knowledge, but-above all to create’i‘n
them a certain volubility of mind which shall
render them capable of applying themselves, not
_ to one study alone, but to any that may be found

«expedient, in particular,"to the cultivation of
their reason, and the forming of their judgments.
- To thxs end it is consequently necessary that the

Lk Such was the appellation Frederlc gave to this school,
which by the public has always been desxgnated by the
name of ¢ivil and wilitary academy for young gentlemen,

“pp2 -,
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masters should accustom their pupils to form just
and clear. ideas of th/invs, and on no occasion
remain satisfied with such as are only vague or
confused.

¢ As the financial department of this institution
is fixéd on a solid basis, the instruction here given
embraces only such objects as regard the classes,
and the rules of discipline, both so essential in
every community.

... It is the will of his majesty that the
pupils should pass through the first elements of
the Latin language, the catechism, and religion
of the gymnasium of Joachim*. Those of the
first classes will, at the same time, learn’ to speak
and write the French language in the academy.

- On leaving the first c]ass, they shall be put into

the hands of the prof:.fsor of grammatical purity,
~ 'who will correct their barbarous jargon, as well
as such faults as appear in their style and dic-
tion. The Sieur Toussaint shall then proceed

* This palt of the plan of his Prussmn majesty was never
executed, it being found easy to convince him that, notwith-
standing the proximity of the gymnasium, which in fact is
situated close to the academy, the displacing the pupils every -
day for this purpose could not but be attended with serious
inconvenience ¢ for this'reason, it was determined that the
masters go whom the pupils. would have daily resorted
shoyld attend them all together at the academy :
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to teach'them rhetoric; to this end, he shall be
gin with instructing them in logic, but without
insisting too strongly on the different forms of
arguments taught in the schools; his principal-
care should rather be directed to the producing
a sound understanding: he shall be strict re-
specting definitions, and on no account pass over
any ambiguity of style, any tinsel thought, or
false reasoning ; he shall exercise the pupils as
much as poss1ble in argumentations; he shall
accustom them to draw consequences from prin-
“ciples, and to combine ideas; he shall next ex-
plain to them the nature of tropes; and when
the lesson is concluded, he shall give them an
addirional half hour, which they ghall employ in
forming metaphors, comparisons, apostrophes,
prosopopeias, &c. themselves. After this, he
shall point out to them the manner of arguing
peculiar to an orator, the enthymeme, the five
_divisions of an oration,\and the best method of
treatmcr each . C '

« For spec1mens in the Jud1c1al style, he shall
employ Cicero’s Orations; for the style delibera-
tive, he must be introduced to Demosthenes ; for
the demonstrative, to Flechier and Bossuet: all
these specimens will have been necessarily in the
French language. He may also make them go-
through a short course of poetry, with a view to

DD 3
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forming their taste. ~ Homer, V\irgi], some of the
odes of Horace, Voltaire, Boileau, Racine, are
the fertile sources from which he may draw as-
sistance, and that cannot fail to embellish the
youthful mind, while at the same time they will
create in it a taste for the liberal arts.

« When the pupils shall have made some pro-
gress, he will furnish them with proper subjects
for haranguing in the three respective styles; he
will now encourage them to make compositions
of their own without his assistance, which he will
not correct till the pupils have read them over a
second time. The professor of grammar, who is
a supplement to this class, will correct the faults
of the language, and the Sieur Toussaint those of
rhetoric. - ) - ‘

« The Letters of Madame de Sevigné shall be
put into the hands of the pupils; alse those of
Count d’Estrades and of Cardinal d’Ossat, and
they shall be made to write letters on all kinds of
subjects. To these studies, M. Toussaint shall
add a history of the liberal arts, such as they have
existed in Greece, taking care to name the per-
sons who have greatly distinguished themselves
in them: he shall proceed to the second age of
the arts; under Camsar and Augustus, and call
their attention to the renovation of letters in the
times of the Medici, and to the eminence they
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attained under Louis the Fourteerth, concluding
with a view of the persons most celebrated for
the cultivation of the arts in our own days.

. The professor of -history and of geography
shall compose an abridgment of Rollin’s Ancient

- Hlstory, he shall endeavour to impress upon their

minds its most important epochs, and the names
of the most celebrated men. He may make use
of Echard for Roman history, and of an abridg-
ment of P, Bar for the history of the empire.
He should, however, be careful to leave out all’
the minute details; and notably the study of his=
tory should be confined to a period beginning
with the reign of Charles the Fifth, and ending
with the present times. By this means the pu-
. pils will be made acquainted principally with the
facts that relate to our own times; for it is re-
- quired of every man, if he would be received in
society, that he should not be ignorant of the
events that form the chain of current affairs in
Europe.

s« It is not sufficient that _the professor teach
the pupils history ; he must also at the end of the
daily lesson employ half an hour in interrogat-
ing them on the point of history they have been

“treating of, by which means he will elicit such-
reflections, whether moral, philosophical, or po-
litical, -as have been passing in their minds, an

v ~ DD*% ‘
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exercise of greater ‘use to them than all they
" have learned. For example, on the different su-
perstitions of nations: Do you believe that Curtiys,
in leaping into the gulph that was formed at Rome,
was the cause of its immediately closing‘? You are
sensible no such thing happens in our times, which
must convince you that this story i5 a mere fable of
the ancients. ... ‘
« After the history of the Decii, the preceptor
has an pccasion ready formed to his hands for
animating the breasts of the pupils with that
" ardent love of their country which.is a principle
so fertile of heroic actions. If Casar should be
the subject of their conversation, may it not be
proper to ask the pupil what he thinks of the
conduct of the citizen who so oppressed his
country? If the crusades? No subject can be
better calculated to give an opportumty of de-
claiming against superstition. Does he rclate to
them the massacre of Saint Bartholomew? He
at the same time inspires him with due horror
for fanaticism. Does Cincinnatus, Scipio, or
- Paul Emilius, pass before their view? The pupil is
instructed that the virtue of these great men has-
been the cause of their most illustrious actions,
and that without virtue neither glory nor true
greatness is to be attained. Thus history fur.
pishes exan’agles of every kind, "

L
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«I point out the method to be followed, but I
have not exhausted the instances to which it may
be applied: an intelligent instructor will know -
how to govern his praceedings by what 1 have
said. The professor, when treating of geogra;
phy, will .begin with the four quarters of the
globe: the names of the greatest nations these
contain will be sufficient, respecting Asia, Af-
rica, and America., Europe demands his more
minute attention. Germany being the native
country of the pupil, it is necessary that the pro-
fessor should enter into the most copious details
concerning the  sovereigns who govern it, the
rivers which divide it, the capital of each pro-
vince, the imperial towns, &c. For this part of
“his lesson, he may make use of Hubner.

« The professor of metaphysics will begin by
-a short course of lessons in morality. He should
sct out from this principle: that virtue is useful,
even extremely useful to him who practises it ; it
will not be difficult for him to demonstrate, that
without virtue, society could not subsist ; he will
define the highest virtue to be the most perfect
dlsmterestedness, a sentiment that causes us to
B prefer our honour to our mterests, public good
“to private advantage, and . the welfare of our
country to life jtself; he will enter into an exa-
mination of the nature of ambition, whether of a.
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“laudable kind or otherwise ; he will prove to ths
~ pupil, that an honest ambition or emulation is
the virtue of great. minds; that it is the spring
which impels to the most noble actions, and
prompts even men in obscure statlons to under=
take them, that their name may be inscribed in
the temple of memory, that nothing more effec-
tually disgraces those elevated sentiments, or is
more derogatory to them, than the grovehn" pas»
sions of envy and jealousy ;- above all, he will in-
culcate, that if there be an innate feeling in the
heart of man, it is that concemingjusticc'énd ins
. justice, and he will use every endeavour to ren-
der his pupils enthusiasts in virtue.

. “..... The course of metaphysics will begin -
with the history of the opinions of men, from
the times of the Peripatetics, Eplcureans, Stoics,
. Academics, down to those in which we live. The-
professor shall minutely explain tp them the opi-
nion of each sect, borrowing assistance from
Bayle’s Tusculan Questions, and Cicero’s De Na-
tura Deorum, translated into French. He will
‘next proceed to Descartes, Leibnitz, Malle-
branche, and lastly, Locke, who, taking expe-
rience.for his guide, advances in ‘this uncertain’
- path of inquiry till the thread by which she leads
‘him is exhausted, and she stops on the brink
of abysses impenetrable to human reason. '
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¢ Tt is then to the productions of Locke that
the particular attention of the learner should be
fixed : the preceptor, however, will by no-means
neglect to give him the half hour before pre-
scribed after every lesson in this department also;
while the student, who being previously exer-
cised in rhetoric and logic, will find himself pre-
pared for the necessary answers. The professor
shall direct one of his pupils to attack the system
of Zeno, and another to defend it: he will do the
same respecting other systems ; and afterward he
will closely examine with them the remarks they-
have made, and point out the weakness of their
arguments, either in the attack or the defence,
supplying from his own judgment what they have
omitted, and the consequences they have ne- -
glected to deduce from the principles laid down,
This kind of dispute will be brought forward
‘without any preparation ; first, to oblige the -
young persons to be attentlve to their lessons,',
secondly, to induce them to reflect on what they
shall have to say, and lastly, to give them the
habit of speaking readily on all sorts of subJects,

« Next comes the professor of mathematics.
The Sieur Sulzer* is well aware we do not

* M. Sulzer was the professor at first intended to teach

ghe mathematics in this school : but, even before the pupils
were collected together, he was charged with the depart-
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aspire to producing in our academy such men as
Bernouilly or Newt6n. Trigonometry and fortifi-
cation are the branches the most useful for the
pupils he educates; these, therefore, he will
make the principal object of his attention. He
. however will exercise them in a course of astro-,
nomy, by means of examining with them all the
different systems existing, down to that of New-
ton, which he will treat rather in quality of an
historian than as a geometrician. In like man-
ner he will add some of the principles of me-
chanics, without, however, allowing them to oc-
cupy too much time; and, above all, he will ap-
. ply himself to forming the judgment of the stu-
dents, and accustom them, as much as pos-
sible, to combine ideas, and to seize with facility
the different relations between one fact and an-
" other. -

¢ The professor of the law of nature and na-
tions shall make uée.of' Hugo Grotius, from
which his lessons shall be extracts. It is not
expected that he shall form consummate prac-
titioners in this profession: a man of the world
is satisfied with having formed to himself just -
ideas concerning it, without having studied jt

A

ment of metaphysics and morality ; while that of methemg
tics was given to M. de Castillon, the son,
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deeply. ‘The preceptor will, therefore, confine
himself to giving his pupils. an idea of the rights
of the citizen, the rights of the peoPIe, the rights
of the monarch, and what is called droit publique.
'He will not fail to impress upon their minds that
this. dreit’ publique being destitute of any actual
sanctity for enforcing its observance, is a vain
phantom that sovereigns do not fail to display in
their instructions and manifestos, though in their
owri conduct they violate its principles. He
will conclude his lessons by given them an ex-
planation of the Frederician Code, which being'
a compilation of the laws of Prussia, should be
known to all its inhabitants.” :

Of the Rules of Discipline.

« ... Taere shall be one governor* to
every three pupils, who will sleep in the same
chamber with them: he is to cultxyate in them
habits of cleanliness, civility, and such a deport-

. )

* Pupils for whom a stipend was paid, being‘ a short time
afterward admitted into this school, and no addition being
made to the preceptors, it not unfrequently‘happened that
four or ﬁve of the pupils, with one prcceptor, “occupied a
bed-room in common. ‘
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ment as suits with.persons of their condition
he should constantly reprove them for faults of
gross or otherwise improper language, coarse or
ignoble manners, idleness, &c. One of the five
governors should assist regularly at the class to
see that the pupils thoroughly fufil their duty,
and give the necessary attention- to the lessons
they receive. When the classes arc. ended, if
they have any thing to repeat, compose, or learn
by heart, the preceptoi‘ should remain with them
to see that the time be well employed, and not
- spent in idle trifles, ‘The hours for the classes
should be regulated by those of other schools*,
“« In summer, every one shall rise at six in the
morning, and the classes shall begin at seven ; in
winter, every one shall rise at seven, and the
classes shall begin at eight. The governors and
the pupils shall dine togcfher at twelve at noon,
and rise from table at one. Supper shall be
served at eight in the summer ; and every one
shall go'to bed at nine in the summer, and ten
in the winter. The repeating of the catechism
shall employ no more than three hours per week,
.and two additional hours shall be spent with the
priest, and there shall be one sermon delivered

* All this forms an article, which, as the reader will socn
1 erceive, became afterward impracticable. S
2
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on ‘every Sunday. The . afternoon of every
. Wednesday and every Sunday shall be a holiday.
The pupils shall, on no occasion, leave the school
without being attended by one or two of the pre-
ceptors. If a near relation should wish to sec
a pupil, one “of the governors shall accompany
him to the house of such relation, and conduct
him back to the school *.
-« The pupils shall be allowed to amuse them=
selves, in the summer months, by playing at foots
ball or tennis, and by taking walks; in winter,
by assembling in one of the large avenues of the
academy, and repeating theatrical proverbs, or
passing jokes upon' each other: the preceptors
shall- not correct them for any artful tricks they
may practise in gaiety of temper; they shall treat
with - seriousness only what concerns the heart,
vicious propensities of any kind, immoderate
~ passions, caprice, idleness, and other faults that'
are destructive of the real happiness of youth ;
but they shall take especial care not to restrain
their cheerfulness;, their sallies, or any indication
of latent genius. The pupils shall have a dancing-
master, that thféy may be accustomed to a cer-

* General Bud denbrock dispensed with this duty in the
preceptors, and t he pupils were attended in their visits in
the town by a m an servant only.
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tain degree of exercise: he shall attend them
three times a week, and twice a week they shall
be conducted to Centener’s academy, for the
purpose of learning to ride*. A "

« If the pupils shou]d commit faults, they shall -
be punished: should they neglect to learn their -
lessons, that punishment shall consist in their
. wearing a fool’s cap; if this fault has proceeded
from idleness, he shall be kept for the day on
bread and water; if from impertinence or sul-
lenness, he shall be sent fasting to a place of
confinement, and, when there, shall be obliged to
learn a lessen by heart; after which, he shall be
helped scantily at table, where he shall take his
seat below the rest, shall not wear his sword
when he walks out,  and shall be obliged to ask
pardon _publicly of the person he has offended;
if he has persisted obstinately in his fault, he
* shall appear in a frock only till his temper be sub-
dued. But the preceptors are forbidden, on
" painof inprisonment, on any account, to strike
the pupils: these are young persons of condition,
who should be inspired with noble sentiments, .
while the punishmentsthey receive should be -
rather calculated to excite theiir ambition than

© 1o debase their principles. -

© * A fencing-master was in a short tim¢ added to those:
above mentioged,

\
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* % The professors and the governors shall have
no jurisdiction over each other. . If a professor be

.dissatisfied with a pupil, he shall accuse him be-

fore the governor, who will punish him in the
manner above described. Should it,. however,
happen, that any dispute arise between a"go-
vernor and a professor, they shall submit the
particulars of their quarrel to....... .> who will
adjust their difference according to the rules of
equity, and once in every week go over the whole
academy, beginning with the classes and the
chambers: in this round he will strictly examine
the financial department, to see if all its duties

are properly adhered to; he shall expostulate
avith such persons as are found neglectful, and
after the second admonition he shall complain
of such delinquents to the king.

<. His majesty, above every thing, recommends
to the governors and preceptors to give, in their
own persons and cénduct, the example of the
lessons they inculcate, because this cannot fail to
influence the minds of the ‘pupils more than the
‘precepts they deliver, and also becalse it would
be a public outrage that persons presiding over.
the education of youth should be found more
deserving of reproof than the students commltted
to their care. '

VOL. II. EE

‘

,are well performed, and if the king’s directions

d
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«-In conclusion, the principles on which this
academy is founded will be of evident utility to
the state, by the number of useful subjects who
" may be expected to be formed under its auspices,
provided the instruction be strictly adhered to in
all its points; but if negligence, supineness, and
“inattention, on the part of the masters and go-
vernors, corr(xpt i't, the end will then never be
attained: meanwhile, his majesty hopes that the
professors and governors will emulate each other
in their exertions to accomplish his salutary pur-
poses; applying all their industry to the improve-
ment of the youth under their care, as well in
morals as in liberal arts, and this in a manner
that shall do equal honour to the school, the di-
rectors, and the pupils.

. 1 ’
Signed, ¢ FREDERIC.” .

This instruction does not express ﬂjat all the
lessons given in this school shall be in the French
language ; yet this was the kicg’s most positive in-
tention: he even prohibited that the pupils should
at any time be permitted to speak in German;
and for severa] years this rule was strictly ob-
served. -

If we examine this instruction with some de-
gree of attention, we shall casily discover what
were the favourite studies of the author:”the;



‘

‘ ° FREDERIC THE GREAT. . 419,

pleasure he takes in amplifying his directions to

the professor of eloquence, the professor of mo-:
- rality and metaphysics, of history and of geo-
graphy, is sufficiently conspicuous ; nor need we

be told that it was’because these were the
sciences in- which he himself excelled, and to
which he was particularly attached: he is much

" more laconic, and, if I may venture to say so,

 much more barren of ideas when he treats of those

to be given in natural philosophy and mathema-

tics, and also those respecting the law of nature
and of nations*. '

2dly. CHOICE OF TIHE PERSONS EMPLOYED IN
) “THIS SCHOOL.. :

FREDERJIC consulted solely his own judgment
in the choice of the professors; but it was not
found practicable to proceed upon the same
grounds with respect to that of the governors:
on this head, he was influenced by the persons

* 1 forbear to mention another establishment nearly si-
* milar, founded by Frederic at Coeslin, as I have not had it
. in my power to ascertain in what degree it has proved suc-

" cessful. ’ ' -
‘ EE2

-
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about hlm particularly by M. le Catt, and even bj
Colonel Guichard and Quintus Icilius.

The first professor chosen by Frederic was. M.
Sulzer, who had professed the mathematics at the:
college or gymnasium of Joachim for thirty years,"
and was one of the most esteemed academicians.
in the class of speculative philosophy. M. Sul-
zer, on becoming a widower; had resolved on
returning to Switzerland, his native country: he-
had in consequence demanded and obtained his
dismission in 1764, and was preparing for his.
departure, when the king directed M. le Catt to,
inform him by letter, that he had contemplated a .
new establishment for him, the functions of

. which could be accomplished by none but a
man of acknowledged merit, and that he hoped:
he would defer his departure till he had been
enabled to judge if the place alluded to would suit
his inclinations. This invitation was too flatter-
ing to be resisted; M. Sulzer waited for the
proposal, which he accepted, and thus remained.
among us. o S
- The second professor appointed to the same .
school was M. Toussaint, author of the work en--
titled Les Mayrs, and other productions, together
with some articles inserted in the collection of
the Encyclopedia. This author had experienced
_misfortunes in France, and even dreaded perse-

-
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cution in that . couhtry He had _escaped ‘to
Bruxelles during the seven years’ 'war, where he
undertook the edxtorshxp of a French paper, he
bemg, as is natural to suppose, firmly attached to
the views of the house of Austria: nor was he in
this paper cautious of offending the King of
Prussia; he baptized him-in it the highwayman
of the north, and designated him by that epithet
till the event of the peace. Of this the philoso~
pher king was not ignorant; but he was far from -
attributing to the }eart of the man what pro-
ceeded rather from the i imperiousness of circum-
stances ; nor did the conduct of Toussaint prevcnt
Frederic from engaging in his academy the au-
thor of a book which had given him pleasure,
and whose talents, character, and principles, had
been spoken of in terms of high commendation
- to the principal cabinet secretary, and to M.
d’Argens by M. de Castillon the father, who had

- known him in Holland, and by Messieurs Beau-
sobre and Pajon, who had boardcd under his roof
at Paris. -

The professorship of logic and rhetoric was
é;cordmgly offered to M. Toussaint. through
the intervention of M. dg¢ Castillon; it was
accepted by the former, who proceeded im-
medlately to Berlm, which he 1eathed five or

EE 3
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six months prev1ous to my own arrival in that
place. ,

M. de Castillon, by means of the commission
with which he was charged, being aware that the
- professorship then occupied by M. de Sulzer must
necessarily be vacated, solicited and obtained it for
his son, at that time extremely young, but well
qualified, as he has uniformly proved himself, to
fill it: his nomination, however, was not effected
without difficulty, the illustrious Euler having
solicited the same place for his eldest son, who
was already a member of the academy of sciences,
and more advanced in years. The preference
given to young de Castillon was the first cause
of the discontent of M. Euler.

The professorship of the law of nature and’ of
nations was conferred on a M. Stoss, keeper of
the cabinet of curiosities at the castle; he dlso
filled that of coadjutor to the royal librarian: he
was a good barrister, and was beloved by his bro-
- ther academicians.

While the king was emp]oyed in 1hese nomi-
nations, Sulzer wrote by his command to M.
- Weguelin, a pastor at'Saint Gal in Switzerland,
"to propose his acceptance of the place of pro--
fessor of history and geography: this choice was
in every respect judicious, for M. Weguelin was

2
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at once a man of profound learning, incessant
application, and ardent zeal, in the exercise of
his functions. He was the last of the colleagues
. received into the academy, and his admission

took place some months after my own. |

_ About the same time too it was that d’Alem-
bert was earnestly entreated by his majesty to.
rconsult with the Abbé d’Olivet concerning the
choice of a person who should be competent to
the dutics of a professorship; uniting in its
functions grammar in ’genera], and the different
styles of writing. Cerutti having heard of this
commission, sent me intelligence of it; d’Alem-
~bert and d’Olivet, who ‘were both acquainted
with me, proposed me to Frederic, who authorized
them to engage me. My marriage now took
. place; and, accompanied by my wife, I took my
departure in the month of Januéry‘ 1765, and -
arrived at Berlin on'the 17th of March ensuing.

- General de Buddenbrock gave us in the sequel
a new professor, and also added a preceptor to
our number: the first was an officer of engineers,
whose office was to teach the elements of the .
branch of artillery and fortification; and the se-
cond was ong of our generals, who was authorized
to give the pupils‘]esso;ns in German grammar.
But neither of these took any share in the deli-

berations of the academy.
EE4
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The freneral zeal and apphcatlon of the aca-
dcmlcmns could  perhaps scarcely be exceeded,\
while the king himself was by no means less in- ‘
defatigable. When he sent for me, every time of
his grrival at Berlin from Potzdam, his first ques-
“tion was always concermnO‘ the welfares of his
school. We talked for some time on the subject,
and he entered into its minutest particulars. He’
inquired the names of all the pupils; who among
‘them made the greatest progress, applied them-
thelves to study with the greatest ardour, or ma-
nlfested the hwhest degree of talent. He next
r_e;qux_red to be informed what species of under-.
starding or talent I had observed in the different
pupils, and afterward my reasons for the opinion
I had formed. All this with Frederic was not a~
vain affectation, a mer'ef display of words; he, on
the contrary, paid the deepest attention to the
answers | made him, and in the sequel took care
" to procure advantageous situations for such among
them as I described to be the most deserving.
~ To shew the reader in what a degree his singular
*and even original ideas reproduced each other -
on all sorts of occasions, I shall relate the trouble
‘T one day had to convince him that a certain
pupil, on whom I had ‘bestowed the warmest
commendations, was really deserving of them.
“ My good Sit,” said he, ¢ you mistake respecting
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~ him, depcnd upon it; he has perhaps consxderable'
application, but.I .am certam he has nexther
- talent nor. understandmv. S RN

CAs | pcrsxsted in my former opxmon, thh a
zeal proportioneds to the. prqudxce conceived by
Frederic, and which-I considered- rmght be in-
jurious to the future interests, of the youth in-
question, the king replied in these words: « Ob-
serve, I know his whole family, well; they live in
-such a province ; ‘are tolerably numerous, and in
*narrow circumstances: I have studied their cha—

* racters attenttvely ; they are good sort of peop]e,

who distinguish themselves by the rectitude of
~ their conduct, and the most perfect fidelity in the
accomplishment of what they undertake. The
father of your pupil held such a rank-in the
army, and was killed in such an engagement.'
1 pledge myself that there never was the sha-
. dow of any talent in a single individual of
that family. % ... ¢ Sire, the young man we are
speaking of is an exception, for in the school he
is considered to possess an excellent understand-
ing, and even a facility in mastering whatever he
applies himself to; bis ideas are for the most part
abundant, always just, and ranged in regular
order, advantages that could not-be solely the
fruit of his application.”.... « Well, Sir, I can do



426 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF

no other than believe you; but I must also be-
lieve that the young man has been smuggled
" into the family in some dishonest way ; for, take
my word for it, his father, who was nevertheless
an excellent soldier, had no part in his exist-
ence.”
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FRIENDS OF FREDERIC, PIULOSOPIXICAL AND .
" LITERARY.

D gt o o

Caun.rellor 7ord¢m. :

CHARLES STEPHEN JORDAN was born
in the year 1702: after finishing his first studies at
Berlin, and those of theology at Geneva, he passed
several years in the bosom of his family, occupied-
solely by literature, his views being to prepare
himself for the ecclesiastical vocation. In 1733
he took a journey to France, England, and Hol-
land, for the purpose of obtaining the means of
some communication with the illustrious men
whose acquirements rendered them an ornament
to these different countries: he was also curious
to examine the valuable libraries the latter con-
tained. = In the course of this expedition it was
that he made ap acquaintance with M. Voltaire,
and formed, without being at the time sensible of
the fact, the first link of the chain which, in the
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sequel, united the greatest sove;eign in Europe to
a genius the most celebrated of his age.

It was on M. Jordan’s return from his travels
~ that Frederic, then Prince Royal of Prussia, first
- became achainted with him. He belonged to
_one’of the most esteemed and respected famlhes
among the French colony at Berlin. He had
brothers and sisters, all of whom formed new
alliances by marriage, and bequeathéd to their
descendants those. prmc1p1es of rectltude, Inte-
grity, and virtue, they had themselves received
from their ancestors. M. Jordan himself joined
to the valuable qualities I have above described
all that an unremittirg application to the best
studies could bestow. His mind was distin-
guishing and prompt, his knowledge was con-
siderably extensive, as well in what concerned
literature and the languages as theoldgy.

Being nominated pastor of Poentzlaw, situated
at a small distance from Rheinsberg, he had fre- -
quent opportunities of seeing Frederic, who then
lived in that town in complete retirement, and
whose friendship toward him daily increased.
‘When this prince ascended the throne, he re- )
solved to place Jordan near his person; accord-
ingly he prevailed on him to abandon the éccle-
sias}ical vocation, a sacrifice which to all appear»
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ance was made by him without repugnance: he-
exchanged therefore the appellation of pastor

for that of private librarian to the king, to which
_he added that of privy counsellor, a place which
in the civil branch of administration in Prussia is

next to that of minister. To these high-sounding ]

titles it was necessary to add a stipend, the pri. .

vate fortune of Jordan being insufficient for his
support in his new quality of a courtier., That
this concern might be fixed at once, the king
asked him with what sum he should be satisfied?
« If I had an income of two thousand livres, in
addition to my privaie fortune, replied Jordan; I
should be perfectly content.”. ;.- ¢ Heavens! re-
joined Fréde_ric, “ how moderate i?'your ambition t
My dear Jordan, I should never have believed you
a man of so narrow a soul!” Notwithstanding
this, exclamation,. Jordan’s demand at no time
was exceeded through the bounty of the monarch;
yet he never solicited its being increased.
- In 1730, Jordan published a volume in duode-
cimo, entitled Recueil de Literature, de Philosophie,
e d'Histoire. - This work was followed by a
Latin dissertatation on the life and writings of
Fordano Bruno, and by an account of his travels,
printéd in 1735.- He also published, in-1741,2
history of the life and writings of M. la Croze.

- 1 observe also, that in one of his productions.

1
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he mentlons another, which I never saw, and
which he calls his Realis de Vienna.

Itappears by a letter in Latin, addressed to him
in 1723 by a professor of Grypswalde, how assi-
duously he had applied himself to the acquisition
of knowledge, even from his earliest youth.

The rectitude, simplicity, and sincerity of mind .

inherent in this courtier, qualities that are rarely
imitated, were ill calculated to prompt his en-
gaging in any court-intrigue. He dared avow
a frank and manly friendship for his sovereign,

who on his part was sensible of his value, and "

candid enough to do justice to his uncommon

" merit. Frederic feared from Jordan no abuse of
the kindness he bestowed on him, who in his °

turn honoured the Ch:ﬂactg—:r of tl}e monarch’ too
profourﬁdly to apprehend that he would take ad-

vantage of the power he held. They were united.

by the bonds of friendship, and remained so till
death; an example of so rare occurrence, that to
find its counterpart we should be compelled to go
back to the times of fabulous story. - There is

perhapé nothing more admirable in the life of

Frederic than the constancy of his attachment to
Jordan; nor can any higher commendation of the
. Jatter be suggested than to shew him worthy of so

* flattering a sentiment, :
In the first wars”of Frederic Jordan remained

§
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at Berlin, and sent the king a daily account of all
the transactions, whether confidential or other-
wise, that could be ‘interesting to his majesty.
Baron de Poelnitz, on one occasion, found in
the apartments of Jordan several printed pam-
phlets conceived in terms of marked disloyalty;
the Ianguage of these pamphlets was altogether -
so disrespectful as to excite lively apprehensions
in the baron. ¢« How is it,” said he, ¢ that you
have the courage to keep-such atrocious libels
in your apartments?”.... “ I shall not keep them
long, for to-morrow they will be sent to the
king.”.... “ What! You will dare to send him
such miserable productions as these!”.... «“ Why
“not? He knows that I Was not the author of
them; that I do not approve of them; in shb{t,
he knows that, in sending them, I do no more
than obey his orders.”.... “ Ah, my {riend! do
not make too sure that the ill-humour they can-
not fail to occasion in him will not be extended
to yourself.”. ... « Of this, believe me, I have not
the smaliest apprehension; besides, I only do my ‘
duty.” ’

I have next to relate a circumstance, in which
our privy counsellor acted with an intrepidity of
mind that reflects still more credit on his cha?
racter. 'The new monarch had c@xlceived a dis- ¢
approbation, somewhat too extravagant, concern-
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ing “the spirit of intolerance that directed the ' -

corduct of his deceased father: he was but too
sensible of all the motives he had to maintain,
the different religions estab\ished in his domi.

“pions in a state of calm and tranquillity, not

earncstly to cultivate the means the best calcu-
lated to promote that salutary end. He conceiv-
ed to this effect a project that appeared to him

infallible, that of constructing a pantheon in his -
capital similar to that formerly erected by the
Romans. This pantheon was to be consecrated,
without restrictions, to all religions, in which
every sect might come at its separate hour and
exercise its form of worship. The better to insure

“the success of his plan, he resolved that this tem-

ple should be one of the most perfect monuments
of modern architecture; that each sect should find
in it all that their religious ceremonies might re-

‘quire ; and that even the ornaments it contained

should be remarkable for their magnificence. He
persuaded himself he should by this means suc-
ceed in dismembering the other receptacles for
réligidps worship, and thus accelerate the progress

. of the spirit of brotherly love. It was with these
* views he chose the form of a rotunda for his

temple, as that -which was best calculated for
placing his altar, tabernacle, communion -table,
and sanctuary, in such different points of view as
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fnight suit the partxcular usages of each sect,
and that these might be distinguished and sur=
rounded without inconvenience.

Of all the courtiers of Frederic, Jordan was the
only person who did not listen to the plans he
-had conceived in this respect with the flattering
language of approbation. But can he with justice
be ranged in 'the list of courtiers? he who, during
. his life, had held with truth this language to his
friends? * It is not the king I love in him, but
the man: were I to contemplate only the power
and dignity of the monarch, I should endeavour to
hold myself at a distance from his person; but it
is his qualities both of mind and heart that ate
tach me to him inviolably, and this W1thout
either restraint or apptehension.”

With respect to the question of the edifice;
the idea entertained by Jordan, considering the
prevalence of bigotry at this epoch, was perfectly -
reasonable. Frederic on ascending the throne
was to guard against the most insignificant mis-
takes: his father, who had in his character more
of thie spirit of intolerance than of a devotee, and
_ at the same time more of a devotee than of reli-
gion, had been far from preparing his people for
the reception of the philosophical principles it-
tvas now the endeavout of Frederic to dissemi-
nate ; the priesthood retained too powerful an

voL. 1L FF
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ascendency over the minds of the people: if Fre-
deric had resumed his plan toward the end of his
reign after his forty years of glory, and particu- -
larly after having exterminated in his kingdom
every trace of religious intolerance, there is every
reason to believe he would have experiénced the
_most unqua}iﬁed success: By this time, however,
the spirit of bigotry had died away,  and it was
" therefore no longer necessary to have recourse to
‘ameans so expensive ; or, if ithad been necessary,
and Jordan had been still alive, he probably
weuld no longer have opposed such a design.

- At the same time that Jordan was combating
the above-mentioned - project, he contemplated
another, to which he made considerable sacri-
fices. This project was extremely beneficial to the’
town of Berlin during his life-time, and in a lesser
degree still continues to be so: I mean the esta-
blishment called the Hoksenkop. This isa spacious
building, in which all idle persons are confined,
where they are made to work, while all their ne-
cessities are provided for. It is truly an asylum.
for such wretched beings as are destitute of a
home: TFo this place all vagabondsare _condu'cted',’
till it is known who they are: the first step taken
respecting these is to administer to their wants,
while at the same time due notice is taken as to
what in-appearance they are capable of doing

§
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and accordingly they are compelled to execute a
certain portion of some kind of labour. Jordan -
was, during his life, the sole director of this esta- -
blishment, and united in his endeavours for its
service the most enthusiastic zeal, the most uni-
form constancy, and the sacrifice of his fortune.

- Jordan did not enjoy a robust state of health;
he had a weakness in his lungs, which was un--
avoidably increased by the very nature of his
daily occupations; the complaint had increas-:
ed in an alarming degree in 1746, and in a short
time he was no longer able to leave his home:
notwithstanding the assistance of medical art, -
he every day grew worse, and died in 1747, -
having endured a year of gradual sufferings
and decay. During the whole of this period,
Frederic came, as often as his leisure could permit, .
to Berlin,, for the purpose of seeing him: he was
generally alone, without even a page or servant,
and he passed at least an hour in the apartment . '
of his sick friend.  The first time of his paying
him this kind of visit, he said to the brothers,
sisters, children, or other relations, whom he found
with the invalid, “ I beg to be left alone with:
~ him; but make yourselves perfectly easy: I will
give him what he wants, and take every possible
‘care of him during your absence, of which he
shall have no cause to complain.” From that

F F.2
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time his relations always retired when the king
made his appearance. I know of no trait smx]ar
to this in the history of kings.

The last time of his visiting Jordan convmced
the monarch that he drew near his end: Jordan
was himself sensible of this, and in consequence
was desirous to take. an affectionate leave of his
majesty, and to express the deep and fervent gra-’
titude he bore with him to another world, for all
the kindness bestowed upen h1m by his gracious
‘sovereign. ‘

“ I perceive,” said Frederic, « that your present
statc must prove a crisis; it may however ter-
minate favourably, and I have still hopes of your |
being better to-morrow. As events, however, are
. not always such as we would have them, I will
not longer defer communicating to you something
that occasions me great anxiety: you have been
my most sincere friend, and I in return have done
nothing for you; nothing, indeed, have you ever
asked of me! Tell me, I entreat you for my own
consolation, what I can do that would give you
the greatest satisfaction, either respecting your

children, or in any other way whatever.”. .. .« Sire,
~ my only children are two daughters, as yet very
young: all I have to leave them are my household
furniture and my library; but I ask nothing cn
their behalf, because I am certain they will be

o
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‘provided for. Thave relations who, though not
wealthy, are howevef in the possession of such
easy circumstances as suit their condition. In
addition, those relations are all persons - of the
purest sentiments and rectitude, of native sensi-
bility, and virtues far superior to the gifts of for-
tune. [ rely that they will do for my children
‘what they would do for their own; I am even
sure of it: but I have a servant whose conduct
toward me has evinced the most faithful and’
zealous attachment; I confess, I feel great regret
that I am not able to recompense the services of
this man.  Allow me, Sire, to recommend him to
~ your bounty.”....# Make yourself easy on this
‘point, my dear friend, I will certainly provide for
him; this charge [ take upon myself: nor shall
I forget your children.” I
The king, on'leaving Jordan’s apartment, be-
trayed in his countenance the concern he felt;
and the only words he pronounced no less ex-
pressed his deep afliction and despair of his re-
covery. Counsellor Jordan expired in the course
“of the following mght, His brother, Peter Jor-
dan, father of the respectable and excellent Ma-
dame Bitaubé, was next morning the bearer of
the distressing intelligence to the king, who re--
ceived him in his cabinet, where the first object
that struck his view was the portrait of hls bro.
. FF3
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ther: in sight of this object, so calculated to renew
his sorrow, was he obliged to relate all the cir-
cumstances of the expiring moments of a beloved
brother. The king’s eyes were several times .
filled with tears; at length neither could resist
the violefice of their affliction, and the conclud-
Jing sentences of the detail were choaked by their
mutual sobs. The king, however, made efforts
to command himself; and, as soon as this was
possible, he put a variety of questions to Peter
Jordan respectmg the daurrhters of his deceased
brother, thelr age, and the arrangements in con-
templation on their behalf, which he concluded
by repeating the promise he had so lately made
their father. He added that, when they arrived
" at an age to be marnageable, he wished to-be
consulted as to the persons who were fixed on
for their husbands; and before they separated, the
“ king fetched from his chatouille - the sum of six
- thousand rix-dollars, which he requested might
be presented to the eldest of the two, who, on
receiving this mark of the royal boun‘ty,Ainsistcd
on dividing it with her sister ; the latter, no less
* generous, refused this offer with a firmness supe-
rior even to that which accompanied the pro-
posal. b L '
Frederic was too deeply penetrated with the
loss he had experlenced to be soon consoled on
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. the contrary,” he sought .every means of proving
how truly worthy the deceased had been of his
attachment, and that of society at large: he com-
posed the eulogium of his friend,such =s it appears
in the memoirs of the academy of Berlin, of which
M. Jordan, prerous to M. Maupertuis, had been
president. It is still an undecided question, whe-
ther the above eulogium reflects- greater honour
" on Jordan, who was so infinitely deserving of it,
or on the king, who in writing it gave the world
* the unprecedented example of conferring, by his
own act, the celebrity due to the talents and vir-
tues of his subject. - _
M. Dieu, the servant-to M ]mdm already
spoken of, was immediately appointed visitor in
the Custom-house ; he was afterward advanced
to that of sub-inspector, and by degrees to in-
spector and'director; he at length appointed
him to the office of privy counselior, which was
that filled by his late master. It must be con-
fessed this M. Dieu filled the duties of his situa-
tion with equal simplicity and exactness, and also
during the rest of his life had the good sense never
to avoid occasions of speaking of his worthy and
excellent master, Counsellor Jordan, for whosc fa-
mily he uniformly manifested equal attachment
~and respect. : ' _
~ The king, no doubt, mtended to make the same
FF 4 |
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present to the youngest daughter of M. ]ordan,\
as he had done to the eldest; but the seven years”
war soon after succeeded, and he was but little
able to part with sums of money: he however
gave them a place in his memory. In one of the
winters he passed at Leipsic, he inquired con-
cerning them of the eldest son of Peter Jordan,
whose name is Andrew, and who, as well as
many other inhabitants of Berlin, had come to a
fair held in that town. Andrew Jordan informed
his majesty that the eldest of his cousins was dis-
posed to enter the marriage state with M. Merian,
member of the academy, but that the project
had for the present been laid aside, because it
was judged improper to conclude the ceremony
without the approbation of the. monarch, whom,
under the existing circumstances of the war, it
‘would be indecorous to importune on- the sub-
Ject. .

Fréderic expressed his entire approbation of
the intended marriage, saying it would give him
great pleasure, and that they could not do better :
than immediately to conclude it. -

It was in this manner that the nuptials of M.
Merian were celebrated, He was justly placed
in the foremost rank of the literary men of our
times: he certainly stood in no need of support’
from the circumstance of the respectability of
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his w1fe § connections, yet it is natural to lmaome
this alliance could not be prejudicial to his
fortune. Madame Merian was no less distin-
guished among women for her talents and learn-
ing, than her husband among men: she was well
versed in five or six languages at least, and pur-
sued with remarkable facility the most abstract
lectures and discussions; but nothing of this was
apparent in her demeanour, for the acquirements
she had gained she studiously concealed. She
even carried her good sense so far as, on all oc-
casions, to bend to the level of the understandings
of the persons with whom she happened to con-
‘verse, She died.some years ago,b leaving her
husband no issue. / )

Her younger sister, who is still living, married
a man of gréat worth, whose name was Charles
Lantier: he experienced in his family the hap. -
piness of which he was deserving, and no less the
esteem and friendship of those who Lnew him.
His children are settled much to their advamage
His wife, whose situation did not furnish the same
occasions of improvement as those embraced by
‘ ber elder sister, was generally remarked for the
delicate simplicity of her mind and thoughts.

I have but little more to add on the subject of
Counsellor Jordan: he it was who conducted the
garly education of his nephew, M. Bitaubé, mem-
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“ ber of the academy of Berlin, and of the institute
of France; a man whose gentleness of manners
and excellence of heart rendered him dear to all
his friends.

After the death of the counsellor, his uncle, his
furniture was disposed of, the principal object of
which was his library; this consisted of a consi-
derable number of well chosen books. The fron-
tispiece to each of these was an inscription in the
following words, .which so well described the
sentiment of his soul: Fordani et amicorum. The -
esteem entertained for him by the public was so
great, that none of the persons who bought his
books were willing to erase the frontispiéce, O
that such of them as were again exposed to sale
were eagerly caught up, as soon as the recom-
mendation of their having belonged to Counsellor.

- Jordan was understood. ' ‘

14 qlmire.

It will be naturally supposed that the present
article of this work must be one of the greatest
extent; at least, I can answer that it will be of
the number of those that are the most interest-
ing. I venture to _incluqle it in my undertaking,
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, ‘although the anecdotes of whmh it will be com-
posed did not happen in my own time. This
celebrated man had left Prussia for more than
twelve years, when I was first summoned to the

" court of Frederic; but men, like him the most
brilliant luminary of his age, are long remem-
bered in the places where they have diffused
their lustre. -On my arrival at Berlin, in 1765, one
would have imagined M. Voltaire had quitted
that place but the evening before, or even that
he still resided in it: no one talked of any thing
else; all the persons I met with had the same
pérticulars to relate concerning him; in a word,

~ he appeared in évery place, in every conversa-
tion ; a thousand persons at least had preserved
copies of various manuscripts that had been put
into circulation, either for or against him; of
these M. du Troussel one day put into my hands
an enormous packet.

 Frederic and Voltaire were formed to admn‘e
and seek each eother’s society: each was too
great a man to fail of inspiring the other with a
sort of enthusiasm in his favour; but they were
not formed to live together, and when they flat-

tered themselves they should be able to enjoy

that advantage, they gave a striking proof that,
however great and admirable their talents and
genius, they were nthithgtgnding subject tqi
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egregious errors: they gave a proof either that
each was imperfectly acquainted with his own
character, or with that of the other. Frederic
might have said, « The songs of the Swan of |
the Seine will spread my glory to the furthest ex-
tremity of the globe.” Voltaire, on the other
hand, might have persuaded himself, that the
glory of the Solomon of the North would add new
lustre to that he-had already acquired. These
were powerful incentives for inspiring them with
the mutual desirc to become acquainted, and in
the sequel to produce in them mutual considera-
tion. I repeat, these were powerful reasons for
their seeking each other, but not for their remain-
ing friends. Diamonds are never sct in diamonds ;
experience proves that these should be set in
some solid yet ductile metal.

\ Voltaire had already acquired a consxderaole
portion of celebrity, while Frederic, who was
then much younger and only prince of Prussia,
vegetated in obscurity, or at least in a state but
little known, and under the dominion of his bar-
barian father, either in his prison at Austria, or
Lis desert of Rheinsberg: but the soul of this
prince, animated with the desire of obtaining
- knowledge and adding lustre to his name, grew
impatient of the restraint to which he was sub-
jected; "accordingly he tempted every means for -

-
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Enl'argir;g the narrow circle to which his situation
condemned him ; and thus from day to day he
strengthened, though secretly, the bonds of the
friendship he had cultivated with persons whose
enlightened understandings promoted both his
pleasure and improvement.

Jordan, who was afterward the subject of this
inonarch, returned about this time from his ex-
~ pedition to Switzerland, England, Holland, and

France: his principal object had been to behold
the celebrated men who, by their ialents and
science, were the ornament of those countries.
Voltaire was one of those to whom, at Paris, he
had assiduously paid his -court, and of whom he
most frequently talked with Frederic about the
year 1733, when the Jatter, hearing of his return
to Berlin, sent for him, and in the sequel contract-
ed toward him the friendship that reflects so
much honour on the character of either. Jordan
it was who formed the first link of the chain
which so intimately connected the names of
Voltaire and Frederic. Soon after a regular
"corfespolndence was established between these
great men, which in a short time was extended
to Madame du Chatelet and Maupertuis. Cirey
twas the plaee in which was centered the every
affection of Frederic, and no day passed that did
‘not  witness the . communications, whether on
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science, ‘literature, philosophy, or such as were
expressive of the liveliest friendship, that either
in prose or verse were sent from Cirey to Rheins-
berg, or from Rheinsberg to Cirey.

Maupertuis was the first who found the means,
or felt the inclination, to derive pecuniary advan-
‘tage from this correspondence, which he cultivat-
ed separately, and which obtained for him the
presidency of the academy of Berlin. - Madame du
Chatelet and Voltaire, who were not subject to
the same necessities and were contented with each |
other’s society, thought only of the pleasure to be
derived from such an intercourse. ~ Having for so
long a time been the correspondents of Frederic, it
was impossible that the parties should not desire to
see each other: in effect, thisdesire was felt, and, ,
as was natural, even exaggerated in their mutual
assurances. Accordingly, Frederic had no sooner
ascended the throne than Voltaire, on the first
expedition of the latter to the banks of the.
Rhine and the Meuse, hastened to offer him his
homage. . ' ) .

Voltaire himself informs us that the object of
his second visit to Frederic, which took place in
1743, was to execute a secret mission of the
court of Versailles. What contributed to their
union on this occasion was the protestations they
had formerly made, and the idea conceived by

1 ) .
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each that this union promised great advantages:
they had made overtures to this effect, which’
could no longer admit of being retracted, and
they therefore determined to risk every thing in
the hope of gaining every thing. If we nearly
" examine the real temper of each at this time,
~ we shall believe that they reciprocally intended
_to deceive each other by feigning sentiments
they no longer felt, or at least not in the'same de-
gree as formerly: the endeavour of each was,
therefore, with superior art to mislead the other.
This trial of skill was truly royal on-the part of
- Frederic, but in Voltaire it was no less injudicious. -
"This we cannot doubt, that Frederic and Voltaire
said to themselves, « I alone shall reap the fruits
of friendship, while I bestow only its blossoms.”
From this time they lavished on each other
the most extravagant professions. “ What joy!
What satisfaction! What happiness! What de-
votion! What gratitude!” -This was the lan-
guage they wused. It is even affirmed that
Frederic, in one of his fits: of admiration and
enthusaism, "went so far as to kiss the hand
of Voltaire. If this were true, it could not
but operate to the disadvantage of the latter, -for
we may easily imagine a king, so tenacious of all
the rules of propriety, with difficulty could for-
give himself for such a moment of forgetfulness:
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he rio doubt blushed for the extravagance he had
committed, which ever after could produce nos«
thing but misfortune to the idol.

The first distinct cause of the dissatisfactionthat
took place between these celebrated men was
some financial considerations. -It is well known
‘that to these V oltaire was at that time in the
habit of paying the strictest attention, while with
Frederic it had been the habit of his whole life.
The former had prescribed to himself, in this re-
spect, a singular kind of system, which is without
example. Born'in easy circumstances, which ,
were further improved by his succeeding to an
inheritance, the uniform endeavour of Voltaire -
was, nowithstanding, to augment it by every means
in his power short of denying himself a comfort-
able existence. In this manner he succeeded in
“increasing an income of twenty thousand livres
to one of an hundred thousand; when this was
once effected, being at the time advanced in
years, he adopted the mode of expensive living
to which such a fortune entitled him.- N

But this end, when Voltaire came to Berlin,
was not yet accomplished, and consequently he
pursued the plan he had laid down. The agree=
‘ment he had made with the King of Prussia was, .
that the latter should bestow on him the cham=
berlain’s key and the cross of the order of Merit,
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to which the gent]eman of the bedchamber from
“ the court of France attached more esteem : the or-
'dmary app01ntments of a minister of state, amounte
ing to about twenty thousand livres per ann. apart
ments in the castle, a seat at the royal table, wood
for fuel, two candles per day, and so many pounds
of sugar, coffee, tea, and chocolate per month,
M. de Voltaire had soon occasion to be dissatis®
fied with the commodities thus furnished him?
the articles were extremely bad of their kind *
" and, though he conjectured that this could not be
wholly ascribed to the disobedience of the king’s -
servants, he resolved to make a formal complaint
to Frederic of the inconvenience he sustained..
¢ What you tell me,” said Frederic, “ gives me
infinite uneasiness. ‘What! A man such as
you treated with disrespect under my roof, and
this notwithstanding the well-known attachmeng
I bear you. Really, it js quite horrible ! But you
see what beings men are: all scoundrels! You
have done perfectly righ, hawever, in informing
me of this business, and you may rely on my
giving such peremptory orders on the subject,
that in future you will have pothing’ of ;hc same
kind to complain o ‘ : "
" Whatever were the orders given by Fredenc,
the evil continued the same, and Voltaire, more
exasperated than before, did not fail to renew
voL. 1. ¢ ¢
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his complaint.” ¢ It is most abominable,” said the

king,  that I should be disobeyed at thisrate: you -
know, however, the orders I gave ; what more can
1de? I cannot have the scoundrels hanged about -

a bit of sugar or a spoonful of adulterated tea;
this the knaves know well enough, and conse-
quently do but laugh at my displeasure: but
what most. seriously grieves me is to see the

sublime. ideas of M. de Voltaire' interrupted
by such pitiful considerations. Ah! Do not let
us employ the moments we might consecrate to
friendship and the muses on subjects so unworthy
of us! Come, come, dear friend, these trifles are
beneath your attention and regret; you cannot

dismiss them too soon. Let us drop the subject,
" and rely that a remedy shall be applied.”
" The conduct of Frederic astonished Voltaire,.
. who perfectly understood the tone of his royal
friend. « Ah,” said he to himself, « I perceive the
~order of the day is here, save or gain wha cézz. :
~ Since this is the case, let every man take care of his
" own interests, and guard against being cheated ”

. From this time, the practice of Voltaire was to
sell the candles allowed him in parcels of twelve
pounds each, just as he received them; and, as 2
supply for himself, he every evening made a point
. of leaving the king’s apartment on some pretext,

when he never failed to take one of the candles

. -
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from the table, which he as constantly left.in hig
own apartment, and which, had the question been
brought forward, might be truly denominated his
sugar and his coffee.

I entreat the reader to consider for a moment
the impression necessarily made on such occur-
rences as these on the minds of the two friends!
Surely resentment, hatred, and displeasure, were
more - likely to prevail in either than the senti-
ment of friendship: nor could the distrustful tem-
per natural to both fail to increase daily. How
incessantly they. must have watched each other’s
conduct, and held = themselves' perpetually on
their guard! Nevertheless, they were constantly =
in each other’s society, if we except.the time of
the morning, which the king devoted wholly to
his government. At dinner, and more particu-
larly at supper, they presented. themselves toge-
ther to the persons invited to admire them, and
together formed a scene in which phxlosophy,
poetry, and literature, reigned in concert, or
“each in turn. Every minute elicited some valuable
thought or some agreeable sally: nothing but:
wit or reason flowed from their lips; and their
listeners had no less to admire in the selectness
of their ideas than in the abundance that seemed

inexbaustible.’ '
The mornings of M. de Voltaire were frequently
GG2.



’

452 . ORIGINAL ANEEDOTES OF

devoted to a different employment: the brothers
and sisters of Frederic learned his exquisite tra-
gedies by heart. From the time of his second
visit to Prussia, this kind of study had been much
in vogue: and thus it was that at one or the other
of these epochs the tragedies of (Edipus, Mari-
amne, Zczz'r}, the Duke de Foix, Adelaide du Gues-
clin, Alzire, Me}'ope, Semiramis, Orestes, and above
all the Death of Cesar, Brutus, Mahomet, and Cati-
line, engaged their most assiduous attention, and
were constantly played by them in presence only
of their confidential friends. o
* Nothing it was said could be more animated
than the repetitions of these pieces. Voltaire, who
was their sole preceptor, in the declamation was
incessantly in action and out of breath. He played
all the characters at the same time: sometimes he
found it neccssafy to reprimand and scold at
every individual of the royal troop; but no one
was angry, for his extravagance appeared to them
truly risible. } '
On one occasion of this kind, when he was
reproving Baculard d’Arnaud, to whom he had
given the character of a guard, who had -ne more |
than four or five verses to recite in the whole
picce (I believe the play was Mariainne) ; D’Ar-
naud, thinking himself but little flattered by baing
allotted so insignificant a character, played it with
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~ coldness and indifference, and Voltaire, indignant, *
reproached him severely in consequence. “ The
manner,” said d’Arnaud, ¢ was quite good enough
for the character; it would have been quite ridi-
culous to have played it with more passion.”... .
¢ The character,” replied Voltaire,  is, however,
much above your talents, nor are you capable of
reciting even the few words it contains with pro-
priety.” Accordingly he proved-that all the interest
of the piece depended on those few words, and
thus convinced him that the character allotted
him was one of the greatest importance.

This trifling quarrel, and a hundred like it,
contributed much to the amusement of the other
actors; and it may be truly said that none of the
periods of their lives, on recollection, afforded
them greater pleasure, For the rest, no one so
much as Prince Henry derived improvement from
these exercises: he became the first actor of the
family, and during his whole life retained a de-
_ cided predilection for the theatre.

At the same epoch the writing of verses was
also in vogue: Voltajre, the king, and d'Arnaud,
employed themselves assiduously in this employ-
ment. . But how was it possible to talk of poetry,
of dramatic pieces, and not of love? The Princess
Ulrica (some say the Princess Amelia) one day-
desired Voltaire to make her a declaration of love,

ca 3
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in which the word Z%wv¢ should not once be men-

tioned ;. upon which the galiant poet, as if by

inspiration, produced lmmedlately the followmg
~well-known verses:

N

* Souvent un peu de verité
Se mele au plus grossier mensonge :
Cette nuit, dans Perreur d’un songe,
Au rang des rois j’etois monté.
Je vous aimois princesse et jPosois vous le dire. ,
Les dieux, d mon reveil, ne m’ont pas tout 6té:
Je n’ai perdu que mon empire.”

A little truth full oft we find
Mixt with the wildest lies.
Last night I dreamed : how sweet a dream!
" Methought I reigned a king, ‘
I felt a flame, I told my flame ;-
To you, great princess, told it.
Heaven took away at morning’s dawn
~ Not half my sleeping thought
My crown was fled; my royal pride;
But ah! the flame remain’d,

These spirited verses were however inauspici-

ous in many respects. Frederic could not be
reconciled to the idea, however accidental the
occasion, of such a liberty being taken with one of
his sisters, and he felt that 'he ought not to over-
“look it even in M. de Voltaire. He therefore
replied to the madrigal by a pretended epigram,

S
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which was more remarkable for its haughty tone
than for talent in the writer. In this con-
temptible production he says, that one may con-
~ceive of a dog trying to lay hold of the moon
with his teeth, but that a coxcomb of a French-
man should make love to a great princess is an
cxtravacrance beyond all conception. '
In the second place it was discovered that the
madrigal composed for the princess was an imi-
tation of an Italian madrigal, which in conse-
quence was repeated by every one. . In short, the
eldest son of M. de Francheville, the academi-
cian, a very young man, who at different times had
been }Voltaire’s amanuyensis, now came forward
with a declaration that the latter, on the day on
which the verses were produced, had written
some lines on a small piece of paper, which he
‘took care to tear into a hundred scraps previous
to his going to court; 'that, supposing they must
be of a curious nature, he had with great trouble
succeeded in putting the scraps together, by:
which means he was enabled to read the sense
of the whole. ,This was a sufficient proof that the
“imprompty was made with deliberation; at which
every one was the more surprised, as certainly no
 man could stand less in peed of such a deceptxon
than M. Voltaire.
| I shall say nothing of the labours of M. Voltaire .
GG 4
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in correcting the poetical compositionsof Frederict”

it is known to every one that he was employed in

that task,that it inspired him with infinite aversion,

. -and that unfortunately there are too many of them
still existing in the works of the philosopher of Sans
Souci that have. not received the same advantage.

~ But what furnishes me with the greatest number of -
anecdotes, and the reader no doubt expects with
impatience, are the disagreements that found their .-
way to thistheatre of glory and of unmanly passions.
I am, above all, desirous to give an account of the
most remarkable particulars of the affair relative
to la Beaumelle, d’Arnaud, and Maupertuis.

The article in which la Beaumelle is concerned °
will be extremely short: this consisted of an
accusation on the part of Maupertuis, which was.
the occasion of the long and inveterate animosity - .
which continued till the death of each. La Beau-
melle came from Copenhagen; scarcely had he
set foot in Potzdam, before Maupertuis persuaded

- him that Voltaire was his enemy, and had accused

him of having, in some one of his meditations,

conceived an intention that was offensive to the
king, and even to all his friends.. Voltaire and la

Beaumelle were both to blame to lay so great a

stress on the litigious suggestions of Maupertuis ;

this was nothing less than to insure his triumph.

1.a Beaumelle should surely have made proper
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allowances for the natural vivacity of Voltaire’s
character. _Their quarrel, however, did not ex-
cite much attention at Berlin, considering that
Frederic caused it to be signified to la Beaumelle
that he did not require his services; the. latter
accordingly took his departure for France.
Baculard d’Arnaud engaged for a longer time
. the attention of the lovers of anecdotes, and his
quarrel with Voltaire was the more striking and
important, as no one was igrforant of the obli-
gations he owed to the latter, the remembrance
of which should certainly never have been efs
faced. But we should be just : the first offence
proceeded rather from the king than from d’Ar-
naud. The former, who secretly hated Voltaire,
in the spirit of the malignity he indulged toward
‘him, conceived the project of mortifying him
indirectly, by extolling the verses of the younger
poet in the most extravagant terms. In a téte-a-
téte with Voltaire, asshming a confidential air,
and feigning the-most perfidious sincerity, he
observed to him, It must  be confessed that .
d’Arnaud. possesses the true poetic geniu$; such
of his verses are alone of more value than a.
whole poem,” &c. This produced, doubtless,
no other effect than to irritate Voltaire agéinst
the king s but d’Amaud could not be insensible
to the cajoleries that followed this declaration,
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It was plain he was inclined to lose no part of
the importance they acquired him; he made a
point of walking side by side with Frederic,
and this arrogance proved his ruin. M. de Vol-
taire resolved to punish him, that is, to cause
him to be dismissed, or voluntarily to withdraw
himself from the court. He attached to his in-
terests the majority of the persons who sur-
rounded Frederic, who, though disposed to mor-

tify the one, was far from bringing him down to

* so inordinate.

the level of the other; it therefore was not sur-
prising that he ended with sacrificing the object
on whom he had previously lavished encomiums

An’ accident, that was no doubt involuntary,
but which the voice of malignity interpreted

: Vdifferent]y,‘annouhced d’Arnaud’s disgrace to the

whole court. 'When the queen mother, who in-
habited Monbijon, sat down to cards, about six_
in the evening, ‘it was customary for the maids

of honour, and such young persons as fre-

quented their society, to cross the Spree in small

elegant barges, and amuse themselves with

walking up and down, till supper-time, on the
terrace I have described in another part of this

-work, and which, at every other time of the day, -

was a perfect desert. In this place a billet was
found conceived in the following words: © At
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length we have gained the day; d’Arnaud is
sent away; he has just received an order to
leave. Potzdam. D’Arcer.” D’Arget was
secretary of the orders of the king. The billet
had no superscription, but appeared to have
been sent in a cover: in this manner the dismis-
sion of -d’Arnaud was soon promulgated, and
his disgrace was necessarily ascribed to a con-
spiracy, in which d’Arget was an accomplice;
and the more so, as the person to whom the
-billet had been addressed could at most be only
conjectured.

Being now.come to the artlcle concernmg l
_ Maupertms, I ought to remark, that a long
series of quarrels had taken place between him
and M. Voltaire, which ended at length in a
complete rupture. The cause, at least in ap-
pearance, of their first estrangement, was a pro-
position on the -part of the president that was
truly inconceivable, and which was opposed with
condiderable asperity by Voltaire.

They were returning together from Potzdam
in one of the king’s carriages, at so late an hour
as'between one and two in the morning, when’
Maupertuis, in high spirits, said, “Our evening
“was ‘truly delightful.”.....«I never. witnessed
one more stupid,” replied Voltaire. To under-
stand the question perfectly, we shouid,recol]ect,-
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first, that M. Voltaire was habitually possessed
of so brilliant and ready a wit, that he as it were
annihilated all the other guests. Iredéeric was'
the only person qualified to enter the lists with
him with any hope of success ; but this extraor-
dinary man was occasionally subject, either
through indisposition or other causes, to fits of
taciturnity and passiveness. Maupertuis, on the
. contrary,- who, generally speaking, was much
inferior to Voltaire, was on all occasions the
same, and it must be allowed had the necessary
qualifications for affording considerable pleasure
whenever it happened that the latter was not dis-
posed to exhibit himself.

At the supper above mentioned, Vo]taxre had
been in one of his silent humours, and Mau-
pertuis had been extremely brilliant, which
shews us at once that his observation was no-
thing more than a puerile kind of boasting and
exultation that, by Voltaire, was probably mis-
taken for a sarcasm of an insulting nature, Itis.
certain that, from that evening, they openly spoke
ill of each other, and avoided meeting in com-
pany. The king, who himself was so fond of
sarcasms, might well find amusement in those
directed by Voltaire against Maupertuxs, but,
“he wished to prevent their coming to an-avowed
and disgraceful rupture: he. accordingly more



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 461

than once endeavoured to effect a reconciliation

~

between them; but the most he could obtain was
a dissembled good understanding,. or rather a
silence, the lprincip‘al feature of which was resent-
ment.. . N

Such was the state of things, when Frederic
learned that Voltaire, under the title of Doctor
Akakia, had composed a bitter satire on Mau-
pertuis, which he was on the point of publish-
ing. Frederic sent a note, conceived in terms of
great politeness, to the author, inviting him to
the castle ; and, on his arrival, said to him in the -
most friendly tone, It is said you have com--
posed a work, that is extremely interesting,
against M. de Maupertuis; T will, with perfect
frankness, declare to you my opinion in this re-
spect ; [ will declare it with the feeling of a
friend : it is not my intention to deny that Mau--
pertuis has been to blame, or to assert that you
‘on your part have' given him real cause of of-
fence ; on the contrary, I think you have reason

to complain; in one word, I am of opinion, and

I confess it, that he is the agressor; I should
therefore abandon him without hesitation to your
resentment, did I not recollect that I sent for
this man for the purpose of his doing me service;

~ that I placed him at the head of my academy;

that I have bestowed the same attentions on him
. . . Q

“
'
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as on my ministers of state ; that I have admitted
him to my most familiar intercourse; and that
I gave my consent to his marrying one of the
maids of honour to the queen.”.... Well, then,”
said Voltaire, “ I will fetch the manuscript -of
Doctor Akakia, and put it into your .majesty’s
hands ; I have ever been too profoundly devoted
to you, Sire, not to feel the utmost readiness in
‘sacrificing a resentment that appeared to me but
just, moderate, and consequently innocent, in
exchange for the assurances you gave me of your
kindness.  Still greater, believe me, Sire, I
would make, with equal pleasure, were they
necessary.”.. .. Proceed directly then; I will
wait your return: a noble action should nevet
be deferred.”

‘We may perceive that the p]easure of havmg
succeeded had substituted gaiety for supplication
in this conference. Voltaire withdrew, and
soon after returned -with his manuscript in his
hand. < Sire,” said he, laughing, “ here’is the
innocent victim destined to perish for the people!
I give him into your hands ; give your orders, Sire,
for his execution.”....“Ah! my friend, no fate can
be more cruel than mine! and shall I condemn
to punishment those I ought to crown with glory!
Let us, however, submit to our destiny with dig-
nity at-least, and be equxtablc to the utmost in

v
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our power! Let us be the avenger of the victim
we sacrifice. Read it to me ; I will preserve as’
much as I can: it shall be.a precious treasure
which my memory shall eagerly store up! Read
it! and may my well-founded admiration long
survive the flame that consumes the victim! Oh,
" Vulcan! never was a greater’ br more memo-
rable sacrifice made to thee.”

Voltaire read the whole of the production ; he
was at every moment interrupted by the ap-
plauses of the monarch, who exclaimed, that
every trait was both exquisite in humour and just-.
ly apphed. the bursts of laughter were immode-
rate ; and at the end of every sheet, when it was
to be thrown into the fire, the regrets of Fre-.
deric were renewed. .« Courage, my friend,
since it must be so! Oh, Vulcan, cruel and
voracious deity, see here thy prey!” And while

. the sheet was consuming they performed antique

and sacred dances before the hearth. In this
manner was the production, entitled Doctor Aka-
kia, read and destroyed to the last page. On no
occasion, perhaps, had these celebrated men .
given way to a humour so exquisitely facetions.

No doubt, if the actors in this scene had felt
towards each other the same:warmth of senti-
ment as they had done at a former period of
thexr lives, Frederxc would have made Voltaire'

I
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ample recompence for such a sacrifice, while the
latter would have persevered in the act of devo-.
~ tion on which he seemed to have resolved. But

- of this they retained no more than the mere lan-
guage ; the sentiment in each was extinct.
Frederic apprehended that the victory he had:

gained was perfidiously dissembled, and there-

- fore determined closely ta observe the conduct of
the man-who thus professed himself subdued.
Voltaire on his part could no longer place de-
pendence on the friendship which had been used
as the plea for asking this sacrifice. Frederic on
this occasion, as well as so many athers, seemed
to resemble the skilful actor, wha, when on the
scene, makes the most of all advantages. Val-
taire accordingly considered himself as the dupe
of Frederic: he witnessed the arrogance of
Maupertuis, who, certain of the high protectidn
of the sovereign, the more openly displayed an
insolence of exultation. Voltaire, I repeat, con-
- sidered himself duped, and this idea to a mind
- Tike his- could not but be insupportable His
~ only resource was to forget the promises which
"had been extorted from him, and to resume his
former plan of revenge.
As he had preserved a copy of his Dr. Akakxa,
he now sent it without loss of time to the press,
Frederic, who kept a constant watch over hims



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 465

learned the step he had taken; he waited till
the printing of thé edition was complete, and
then ordered it to be seized and brought to him.
"Voltaire, who, foreseeing what would happen,
had taken care to procure himself four copies of
every sheet as it was finished, all of which he
had sent to Holland. Frederic, exasperated by
the breach of promise, and the conteémptuous
perseverance of Voltaire, ordered the whole
edition to be publicly burnt on the following
Sunday, in the middle of the great square of
Berlin, called La Place des Gendarmes, and this
by the hands of the common hangman. Vol
taire, who at the time was with his friend M.
de_FrancHeville, whose residence was near the
spot, and in whose society he customarily took
refuge when he was inclined to shake the dust
of the castle from his feet, perceiving what was
going on, placed himself at the open window,
and began to .bawl as loud as he could, “ Ah!
see there all the wit of Maupertuis evaporating
insmoke! And see what black thick smoke itis!
What a pity too to waste so much wood! And
then the four pdor little deserters who have

‘made their escape to Holland !” :

In this serious affair Volfaire, it must be con

fessed ‘had the- laugh on his side. Frederic,

| whe nevet caused any work but this to be burned '
'~ VOL.Il. HH |
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" by the hands of the common hangman, felt after-
ward only compunction for what he had- done:
he gained nothing by haymg raised between
himself and Voltaire-a wall of separation which
could never be pulled down. From this mo.
ment we may consider him -and Frederic as de-
clared and irreconcileable enemles It was now
no longer necessary to assume a mask, to make
false profcssmns or promises; the offence was
complete, and the disgrace at once public and
consummate. . -
~ Even previously to this transaction, Voltaire,
on occasions of less sefious disagreements, had
not been able to restrain his feelings. La Metric
had told him that the king, speaking of him,
had said he still stood in need of his services;
but that one might suck the orange and throw
away the peel. Let the reader judge what must
have been the effect of this tale. Voltaire, in
shewing some of the verses of this monarch, one
) day said, * This man is at once Cesar and the
Abbé Cotin.” On.another occasion he replied
to some persons who were speaking of the king,
«« The king 2 Call him rather the gquarter-master-
general” At another time he read with indig-
nation the words, a¢ the castle, on the address of
a letter sent to him, and ‘spatching a pen, he
drew it through them, and substituted the fol-
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lowmg, which he several times repeated to him-
self: af head quarters. - He had also complained
open]y to several persons of the disgust he felt
in correcting the verses composed by his majesty,
and had even used an expression relative to this
employment that was still more offensive than
his complaint ; thlS was, that his occupaz‘wn ‘was
to wash the king's dzrty linen.

All this was exactly calculated to wound the
king’s - feelings poignantly, though he on his
part had to reproach himself with having given .
-ample provocation. Noththstandmor thelr mu-
tual dislike, they were restrained by powerful
reasons from coming to an absolute rupture: in
fact, what would have been the' consequence of
a public declaration of animosity and estrange-
-ment? And in what light would all the flattering
professions each had in public made the other have
‘been, considered? What scorn would they have
brought upon themselves from evéry court and
from every part of Europe? It is apparent that
their mutual resolution was either to forget or to
dissemble. This last adventure brouéht their
heart- burnings to a crisis. From this tlme
neither could retract: the only question now
‘was, which could best succeed in turning the_
passing scene to his advantage ; and it employed
their most assiduous attention, | :

HE2
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The plan of Frederic was to perform his part
with dignity and moderation, while that of Vol-
taire was to shew himself haughty, firm, and in-
dependent, Consistently with these ideas, the
~ latter appeared at court only when he was in-
vited, and then with hatred rankling in his
heart. They met but seldom, or scarcely at all:
they wrote billets to each other, in which nei-
ther was sparing of facts, nor occasionally of
affronting language ; in some of these it was
even evident that they had tried which could
put down the harshest things; it seemed that,
perceiving the extremity to which they were re-
duced, their remaining. concern was who should
gain the day. :

- On an occasion such as I have descrlbed Fre-'
deric one day sent his first page of the bedcham-
ber to M. Voltaire, whose apértments were on
. the ground-floor immediately under those occu-
pied by the former, with a note conceived in
terms of the greatest bitterness, and which ended
with this phrase “ Your heart is a hundred
times more hideous than your genius is admira-
ble.” . The rage of M. de Voltaire can scarcely
-be imagined: M. Moulines, who happened to
be present, assured me he could not think of it
without terror, even twelve years after. There
was not-an odious epithet he did not bestow on

-



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 469

the king, nor a disgraceful charge he did not
impute to him; and this in the tone of the
loudest vociferation, and striding from one part of
-the room to the other in dreadful agitation. The
poor page, who waited to see if he was to carry
back an answer, listened pale with conster-
nation, and from time to time endeavoured to
interrupt him with saying, * Sir! Sir!” At
“length the page, who was no more than fif-
teen or sixteen years of age, overcome with
fright, went up close to Voltaire, and said, “But,
Sir, do you recollect he is the king, that you are
under his very roof, and that I, who now hear you,
am one of his servants?”” These words struck M, de
Voltaire, ‘and produced on him the most sudden
effect : he took the page by the arm, and bawled
out to him, ¢ To you, Sir, I then appeal to judge
between us. Take a view of the circumstances,
and tell me in what I am to blame respecting him..
Of one fault only can I be accused, that of having
taught him to make better verses than my own!!
Take him back this answer.” v
The page returned to the king, who was
scarcely more composed than Voltaire, and was
- diverting his impatience by walking up and .
"down the apartment. * Did you deliver my
billet ?” said he, on perceiving the page. * Yes,
Sire,”, . .» © Did you give it into the hands of M.
‘ HHIJ
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Voltaire himself t”.. ..« Yes, Sire.”.... « Did
_he read it in your presence ?”’....“ Yes, Sire.”
“ What did he do.or say when he had read
it ? ® The page at this question rentained silent
and motionless. “ I ask you what M. de Vol-
taife said after reading my billet ?” Still the
page was silent. « Do you not hear me? I
- command you to inform me both what he said
and did.” The page remained as before. I
would have you take care of yourself! Is it pos-
sible that you do not hear me? Again, I repeat,
you are to inform me what he said and what he did.
Speak, 1 command you, and this moment !”
At length the page, subdued by terror, in
broken phrases, and trembling even more than he
‘did on seeing Voltaire, and with eyes thrown on
the ground, began to give an account of all he had
seen and heard. As he proceeded the kmg

R paced the room in the greatest discomposure :

he stopped and fixed his eyes on the page, while
his whole countenance exhibited every mark of
rage, that could end in nothing short of the most
violent ebullition. When the page came to the
- concluding words of Voltaire, the king suddenly
changed to the most perfect calm, and raising
his shou]ders and smiling, be terminated this se-
rious affair with these words: He is a madman!
Thus the unmerited compliment with which
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Voltaire had had the address to varnish over the
affronting terms he used proved a salutary balm
which healed the wounds of Frederic, or, at least
for this time, prevented their proceedmo to the
last extremities. -

I have already observed, and it cannot but be
. apparent to the reader, that the only aim of both
- was, now, how they could separate in the least
notorious manner. This was the sole subject of
the meditations of Voltaire: all the letters he -
wrote to his friends or relations were filled with
the expression of the ardent desire he felt to re-
turn to France, while at the same time he used
every means to make them understand that this
desire was founded on reasons of health or con-
venience ; and such were those he alleged when
he formally demanded his dismission of the king,
and sent him the warrant of his pension, the
chamberlain’s key, and the cross of the order of
Merit, which he had the address to return ac-
companied by the following insinuating lines ¢

¢ Je la regus avec tendresse,
Et je la rends avec douleur;’
Comme un amant en sa furcar, -
Rend le portrait de sa maitresse,”
’T'was with joy I recechd
*Tis with gnefl resign n

. Asx a lover, despairing,

HH %
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' Gives back the dear portrait of her
For whom he would willingly die.

The king: returned him all these trifles, or, as
Voltaire denominated them, &/l these badges of
servitude, and added a strong dose of baxk to be,
as he said, of service to his health. " This raillery -
was little calculated to soothe the mind of M,
de Voltaire, but it determined him to adopt
some other means for the restoration of his li«
_berty. He informed Frederic, by letter, that he
wished to make an expedition to Plombieres, to
" drink “the waters of that place: the answer he
received imported, that waters of no less efficacy
were to be found on the borders of Silesia. He -
next demanded an audience of the king: his
presence seemed at once to produce the effect
of making reparation, and even of consigning to
‘oblivion all -that had passed. They resumed
their former famlharlty and . cheerfulness ; even
Maupertuis  was abandoned to his vengeance;
in short, Voltaire left Potzdam with permission
“to-drink from the spring of Plombieres, under
thé"éqndition, however, of his returning to Berlin.
He accordingly began his preparations, and sent_

- offa part of his effects : when ready to set out, he
““went to Potzdam to take leave of the king.
“The latter was at the parade, when he was in-
formed, « Sire, here is M. de Voltaire, who is

i
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come to receive the orders of your majesty.”

The king, turning toward him, said, * Well, M.
_de Voltaire, you are then determined to leave
us.”.... « Sire, some necessary affairs, and above

all my health, compel me to this measure.”. ...

I wish you, Sir, a pleasant journey.” - The

dialogue was not long. M. de Voltaire with-

drew, and the king re-entered the castle.

It is apparent, by the manner of their separa-
tion, that neither expected to meet again. “Their
parting therefore, which seemed to take place
with mutual composure and cheerfulness, was, in
fact, a mere scene of perfect acting. Voltaire staid
~ some days at Leipsic, much more because he -
wished to reflect duly respecting the future than
for purposes of health. In this place he re-
ceived the ridiculous challenge from Maupertuis,
his answer to which is known to every one.
From Leipsic he proceeded to Gotha, where the
duchess detained him as long as she could.
¥rom thence, continuing his journey, he arrived
at Hesse-Cassel. _

The Baron de Poelnitz, who had been absent
for the purpose of drinking the waters, and was
ignorant of  what had been passing in the court
of . Frederic, was astonished, on going through
this town on his return, to find that M. de
‘Voltaire was in the very inn at which he

’
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alighted: he lost not a moment in desiring
to speak with him, nor in hastening to. his
apartment as soon as he received his answer. ...
¢« Never,” said the baron, in describing this ad- .
ture, “ was I witness to a resentment more infu-

riate. Your king has treated me scandalously,”
repeated he without ceasing; " but acquaint him
that never shall I forget his conduct: tell him I
“will be revenged; yes, I will be revenged;:"
posterity shall know it ; in vain. shall he rcpent

this usage ! I will be revengcd! Tell him this, I

entreat you.” ’ '

- On leaving Cassel, -he continued his way to

- Frankfort, where new adventures awaited him.

- From the time of . Voltaire’s arrival at Berlin,
he had habitually kept.in his possession a large
yolume i quarto, containing a manuscript copy of

" the king’s poetical p.sduct’ons: this book had
been put into Lis hands that he might examine
the different articles at Lis Icis&re, and afterward
propose such corrections as he shpuld;judge ne-
-cessary. It is easy to believe that a volume he
had thus possessed for three years might be
confounded with other books, and this parti-
cularly by servants in the hurry of packing his
effects ; nor less so that, in the agitated state
of mind in which he found himself, he should
not once have recollected its existence: buat this



. _rp.x«in'zmc THE GREAT. 475

manner of explaining things is not such as ma-
lignity has pleasure in recurring to. The ma-
nuscript volume was packed ‘with other books;
‘it was therefore clear that it was intended to
purloin it. Above all, it was a flagrant breach of
delicacy not to have returned this book on the
first appearance of a serious quarrel,” however -
evident it was that M. de Voltaire could not
“have done this without seeming to . manifest dis.
dain for its author, and consequently without
being guilty of an offence of the most reprehen-
sible kind ; besides, that the sending it back in’
this manner would have been in direct contra~
~ diction with his avowed purpose of returning.

However this may be, Frederic, who esteemed
the return of Voltaire 1mp0551ble even at the
moment of his taking leave, had this volume
fresh in his recollection; but he relied that he
should find it had been placed in the hands of
some friend, to be returned to him. On the fol-
lowing day, hearing nothmg of his book, he
sent to all Voltaire’s acquamtances to make
the inquiry, and received for ans“er,,tha.t no
such charge had been intrusted.

The king instantly dispatched an express to
~ Franckfort w1th an order addressed to his ma-
jesty’s chargé-d’ affaires, dlrectlmr him to cause.
M de Voltalre to be taken into custody till he ,
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should have delivered up the order of the cross
of Merir, the chamberlain’s key, the warrant of
his pension, and, above all, the volume of which
no more than the temporary loan was- granted -
him. This extremity on the part of Frederic
~ was, it is said, principally occasioned by some
suggestions of Maupertuis. The' chargé-d’af-
faires accordingly made application to the magis-
trate to assist him in accomplishing the orders of
“his sovereign. Madame Denis, who had come
as far as Frankfort to meet her uncle, was also
taken into custody on the pretext that, if she
were left at liberty, she might escape to France
with the fatal volume. ™ This pretext was a
mere useless affront ; but military veterans give
themselves but little uneasiness on such ques-.
tions,. and the members of the diplomatical
corps attend to such things no more than is
necessary to justify the act they do. The fact is,
that the royal manuscript, being together with
other books on its way to Frankfort, was not yet
~arrived, nor did it arrive for some time after-
ward. o - ;
That Voltaire, whose temper was by nature
irritable, after such repeated provocations, should
have given the appellation of prison to the inn
in' which he was guarded by sentinels, or
transformed Major Freitach to a tipstaff, ought

+
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not to surprise us, if we recollect that he had be-
fore changed .the castle of Frederic to a head-
quarters, and the king himself to a quarter-mas-
ter-general ; nor that he should have reproached
_the major with speaking the French language as
badly as many of the French speak German.

- When the luggage was arrived, Voltaire deli- -

vered up the manuscript and other articles requir-
ed of him, and, accompanied by Madame Denis,
his niece, instantly hastened to place the Rhine
between the King of Prussia and himself, and to
compose, under the title of Testament, the rela-
tion which so long after was published by Beau-
marchais, and which at the  time of its being
written was destined to insure his threatened
vengeance against the Baron de Poelnitz.
- Frederic and Voltaire now secemed to be at
variance for the rest of their lives : notwithstand-
ing this, each was to the other the being of all
mankind that excited the most lively interest; in
separating, therefore, on such terms as naturally
precluded the possibility of future reconciliation,
they were mutually penetrated with sentiments
. of esteem, or rather of such admiration as was
calculated .to dispose both the parties to what
* should seem at least returning friendship, when
time should have weakened their mutual resent-
' ment. Each was endued with too excellent an
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understanding, too much genius and talent, for
this reconciliation not in a certain degree to have
taken place: their principles too, in matters of
philosophy and taste, were precisely similar ; with
~ respect to these they marched under the same -
banners. All that was maintained by one of
them was applauded by the other: in fine, the
course of events led them back to their: former
footing, by proving to each that his own reputa-
. tion derived advantage from being associated

with that of the other. '

Such are the truecauses that, by degrees, re-
stored Frederic to Voltaire, and Voltaire to Fre-
deric. They had not forgot their old accustom-
ed habits of mutually cajoling each other, ‘which
may be proved by the following fact. When
the porcelain manufactory at Betlin was brought -
to such a point of perfection as’ satisfied the
views of Frederic, he had made in it a Sta_tue’,of
Voltaire, which he sent to him as a new-year’s.
gift at Ferney. On the pedestal that accom-
panied the statie was the following inscription
in letters of gold: Vir immortalis. Voltaire, en-
chanted with the present, had it placed in his’
common sitting room. A gentleman, who was
extremely short-sighted, happened to pay him a -
visit: as he was examining the statue through his
veye-glass, Voltaire said, ¢ The object you are
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c-ontemplaiing is, Sir, an admiralle copy of a
hideous original.” And when the stranger stoop-
ed down to read the inscription, * As to that,”
resumed Voltaire, < it is the signature of the per-
son who sent it to-me.” I make use of the
words cajoling- each other, because this was the
“only kind of commerce that now existed be-
tween them. ' .
Notwithstanding this kind of habitual flattery,
I am persuaded neither in reality had resumed
his former warmth of friendship, and that their
language for the most part was insincere: on
some days, to my knowledge, the choler and re-
sentment of Voltaire were as violent as ever; I
also know that Frederic heard with excellent
temper the faults imputed by different persons .
to the former, provided they steered. clear of
bringing down his genius to too low a standard.
I saw too, at the time, some of Voltaire’s letters
to the king, which were convincing proofs of -
the earnest desire he retained of .ingratiating
_himself in his favour: it fell to my lot to copy
some of Frederic’s answers, which were in a
spirit of great kindness and consideration, but
which, as well as those he received from Vol-
taire, were destitute of the ingenuousness, effu-
sions, and enthusiasm of their former senti-
ments, S ' N
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-The following anecdote respecting the bust
executed by Houdon is precisely calculated to
confirm impartial observers in the same opinion:
....D’Alembert, some time after the death of
Voltaire, wrote to Frederic that the sculptor
Houdon had made a bust of the deceased for
the French academy, which, in point of resem-
blance and workmanshlp, was a chef-d’euvre;
that this excellent artist demanded for it no more
than a thousand crowns, which was to part with
his admirable performance for nothing; that he
conceived it his duty to inform his majesty of
these facts, since so great a king, who had been
intimately acquainted with the talents and genius
of the patriarch of French literature and of mo-
dern philosophy, so great a king, who had en-
tertained a just and ,honourable friendship for
that celebrated man, and in his own person had_
been the firm protector of literature and the
sciences, would feel how deeply his own glory
~ was concerned in procurmg for himself, and
carefully preserving, an image so perfect, which
would be at once the object of his affections and
of the emulation of his subjects,

_ The monarch replied to his friend, that he was
earnestly desirous of possessing the - bust, but
that the state of his finances was such, that he

should not in the present year have it in his’

a
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power to deduct the sum required to purchase’
it; that, to his great regret, he found himself
obliged to defer the procuring himself such a
gratification till the following year; that in the
* mean time Houdon might set about a copy of .
the bust, and send it at the proper time to hxs
sculptor, Tassaert, at Berlin. -

The king’s directions were accordmgly obey-
ed, and yvhen intelligence was received that the
bust was on its journey, Tassaert was ordered to
receive it to fix it on a pédestal; and place it in
the great hall in which the sittings of the aca-
_deniy were held, Tassaert placed it to the left,
at the extremity of the hall; between the corner
and the door of the cabinet of natural history,
From hence, Voltaire seems to survey, listen to,
and maliciously ob,serve‘ the academicians as-
sembled before him, so that when I looked at
the, sarcastic smile on the countenance; I could
not help saying, « How can we belicve other-
wise than that we are the objects of his ridicule?”
What is most remarkable is, that Frederic never
saw thxs bust, nor even expressed the least de-
sire to see it; for it was sent. by s€a, and after-
wards forwarded by the Elbe, the Hawel, and
the Spree, and pasged through Potzdam without
the least notice on the part of the king.

vouL. 11, - k%
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Manpertuis.

I uaveE already had occasion, in different parts
of this work, to mention the name of M. Mau- -
- pertuis. I shall further acquaint the reader that
Doctor Akakia gave the death’s blow to this
philosopher, who never after could support the
credit he had previously enjoyed both with Fre-
deric and his courtiers ; nor was he able to throw
aside the depression of mind which was the conse-
quence of his too celebrated quarrels with Vo]taxre.
It seemed that the ridicule which thus preyed up-
on his spirits. had no less destroyed in him every
source of life: he had been too anxious to at-
tain to high consideration, and too well accus-
tomed to that he for so many years enjoyed, to
support his present fall and hopelessness. Now
no one failed to treat him with civility, but no
one sought his company : no one affronted him,
but every one was cold. I speak of his ordinary
acquaintances; for Frederic treated him with less
ceremony, and frequently suggested recollections
be “could not think of without bitterness.
It was after a series of events, little calculated .
to flatter the vanity of a man, that Maupertuis,
whose sense of the humiliation he endured grew
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daﬁy stronger, d demanded and obtamed permis-
sion, during the seven years® war, to try if the air
- of his native country would be of service to his
declining health: he accordingly passed some
time in France, but with no favourable issue
either to his health or to his sorrows; at length,
tired of every thing and every place, he again set -
out for Berlin, and died at Basle, on hlS way

thither, in the house of Messts. Bernouilly. An

uncle of mine saw him many times during his
journey, whose account of him was that, a bur- '
den to himself, his only language was complaint. -
His\enemy had arrived before him in France,

consequently this resource had failed him. The

names of Berlin and Potzdam the most oppressed

his heart: he could not speak of -them but in

bitterness of soul; yet he scarcely spoke of any
thing else. ‘
- M. de Maupertuns, as | have before observed
was a man of genius, though much less so tham
Voltaire : he had studied and profoundly inves-
tigated the important questions which were
brouht forward in his time, and seemed to
promise the unveiling of Nature’s most hidden
secrets.  His ardour in exertions, his firmly con-
stituted mind and body, the sort of courage a’
man like him cannot fail to derive from an am-
’ "bxtxon at ‘once restless and immeasurable, were
112
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all calculated to place him, at an early period of
life, in the first rank of the lcarned, in which he
" made a brilliant figure. I will mention in this
place one of his favourite maxims, which suffi- -
ciently describes his character: « Nothing is
impossible to man, provided he has the will to
obtain it,” said he frequently;  but are you sen-
sible of what I mean by the word wi/? Itis to
“desire a thing, to desire it- at every moment of
one’s existence, and this with the whole energy
of the soul.” _ ; v
His expedition - to Lapland to discover :the
figure of the earth, the laborious operations to
which he devoted himself, and the account he
published on his return, greatly enhanced- the
celebrity of his name ; nor was his residence at
Cirey a circumstance to detract from his repu-
“tation: in a word, he was ranked among the
first nten. of ‘his age, till’ Voltaire  took up
his abode with Frederic. If the pride of Mau-
pertuis had been less haughty, exclusive, and in-
““docile, he would have acted with greater delicacy
toward a genius so superior;:and could they
have lived together on terms of friendship, they
would no doubt have contributed to each other’s
‘happiness ; but one was too despotic, the other
too little able to endure this humour':‘_Maupﬁ-_
.tuis would domineer; Voltaire annihilated:him,’
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It may also be imagined that, with such a sort -
~of pride, Maupertuis must naturally betray from

time to time certain bombastic ideas that could

not but add to its abéurdity; lofty pretensions .
which involved him in serious quarrels; and vices
that rendered. him odious. He who believes
himself superior to. other men, is frequently im-
prudent ;- he who would have every thing‘ bend
to his will, exposes himself to be trodden under
foot. Tmight add too, that such defects as these
natufally involve , their possessors in intrigues
which employ their time, and tend to divert the
mind from the attention that would otherwise
be given to study: thus Maupertuis, a man of
talents, when once become a courtier, employed
his whole time in idle boasting, levity, and petty
cabals.- . For this reason it is that posterity will -
cite the name of Madpertuis only in remem-
brance _of his mission to Lapland, and in con-
nection with the buffooneries and gibes of Doc- .
tor Akakia. - '

R

1

The Marquis d Argens.

~ Tue Marquis d’Argens was about seventy years
of age when I arrived at Berlin. : He was the
113 ‘ ‘
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eldest son of the attorney-general of the parlia~<
ment of Aix, and in his youth had refused the
senatorial robe for a commission in the regiment
of marines, He was also received into the order
of the Knights of Malta. The restless impetuo-
sity of his age, joined to a native vivacity of cha- * -
racter peculiar to the inhabitants of Provence,
involved him in successive adventures, which be-
came a source of serious uneasiness to his father.
I shall relate only one of the circumstances that
belong to this epoch of his life. .
He abruptly left his regiment to roam the
world at large, and directed his steps to the
Turkish empire with the view of studying the
- character of its inhabitants. On reaching Con~
' stantinople, he formed the project of penetrating
into the mosques, that he might be witness of
their religious forms of worship : nothing could
prevail upon him to desist from an enterprize
so perilous, in which, had he been discovered or
betrayed, he must either have been put to death
or have taken the turban for life. He made an
application to the Turk who kept the keys of
the magnificent edifice 'of Saint Sophia, and by
dint of money gained him to his' purpose. It
* was agreed between them that, at the approach-
ing grand festival, the infidel should secretly
. conduct the christian during the. night into the
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church, and then conceal him behind a large
painting which had long been stationary in a
gallery situated over the front gate of the church, '
The marquis had the greater reliance of remain-
ing in perfect security in this place, as the gal-
lery was seldom opened, and, besides, in its dis
" rection was west of the mosque, while the relis
gion of the Mahometans required the body to be
turned toward Mecca, that is toward the east of
Constantinople, during their acts of devotion:
thus no Mahometan could have turned his head
toward the gallery without committing an offence
the most heinous against his religion; and they
50 scrupulously observe this form that, on leaving
the mosque, they all walk backward till they are
without the gates.

#The Marquxs d’Argens by thxs means vxewed
{3 ceremonies of the Turkish religion at his
~ease: he, however, frequently alarmed his con-
, ductor, for it was natural for a man of his im-
petuous character to break out into some im-’
- prudences. At every moment he left his place
of concealment, and ventured as far as the mid-
dle pert of the gallery, that he might have a
more distinct view, of the ceremonies; while the
poor Musselman, who risked nothing less than
being impaled alive, was all t}_le while conjuring
him by the most expressive signs to Teturn

114 :
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quickly to his- hiding place. The terror of this
man added considerably to the amusement of the
marquis, who, far from complying, sought rather
to increase than soothe his fears.’ ' '

" Such extravagances as these on the part of
the young Knight of Malta at length determin~
ed his father to disinherit him; and the rather,
as the fortune he possessed was not sufficient to
supply the expence occasioned by such enter-
prises, and the conduct of the son in abandon-
ing his post as a soldier might subject the sen-
timents and allegiance of the father also to sus-
picion. - The marquis being. accordingly disinhe-
rited, had no other resource for his expences
.than his own exertions: he repaired to Holland,
~ and endeavoured to subsist himself by literary
‘compositions. His Jewish Spy no. sooner ap-
‘peared than it obtained him a high reputa
tion, and he was in consequence ranked among
the number of the philosaphers of those times. -
Frederic, who was then only prince royal of
Prussia, was so delighted with this work, and
conceived so favourable an opinion of its author,
that he was desirous to extricate him from the
abyss into which he had fallen, and attach him
to his service.  He accordingly wrote to him to .
that effect, and made him proposals equally
. Jucrative and honourable. Every thing seemed
2
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to:promisé that these would be accepted by the
marquis with the greatest eagerness, as they in-
cluded his living on a footing of friendship with
Frederic, with whom he was to philosophize at
perfect ease.

The i'ep]y of the marquis was not, however,
~such as was expected. After expressing the
warmest gratitude, he added, * Your highness
should deign to consider, that to convey my per-
son to you I must pass near three battalions of -
the guards at Potzdam. Can I do this without
danger; I who am five feet seven inches in height
(French'measure), and besides a tolerably well
built man ”

Whatever the motive might be of this reply,
or the reflections of the prince on receiving it,
the negotiation was suspended, and was not re-
“sumed till a long time after, when Frederic had
ascended the throne, and even after hus first cam-
paigns. ‘

_ At this Tatter epoch the monarch wrote to the
phxlosopher: “ Do not fear the three battalions
 of guards, dear Marquis: come and set them at
defiance; come even to Potzdam.” When the
marquis received this letter he was in the service of
a German princess, who was earnestly desirous of
seeing Frederic and Berlin: she thought this a
favourable opportunity of gratifying her inclina-

S
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tion, and they accordingly set out together,

When they arrived, the marquis discovered, or

imagined, that the princess had fallen in love
with him; and one evening, when he believed

" his innocence in'great danger, he made his escape
by jumping out of the window.

The policy of certain powers concealed the par-
ticulars of this adventure as much as possible from
the public ear: all’one may venture.to affirm is, -
that the princess was disagreeable in her person,
and related to the king, who insisted that the phi- -
losopher should return to the service of the pre-
tended inamorata, that he should accompany her
back to her residence, and then return to Ber-
lin. Every thing was thus ‘executed conforma-
bly with the rules of strict policy; and the mar-
quis, having performed his double journey, re-

turned to Berlin, where he took up his.abode in
an inn till his fate should be decided on.

" The king received him with -every mark of
friendship: he every day invited him to dine at
the castle, where he took his share in the brilliant
conversation which never failed to embellish the

_royal feast, Nothing could be more flattering than
these appearances, or better calculated to satisfy
the wishes or ambition of a philosopher; but
week after week passed away, and no mention

- was ‘made of fulfilling the promises which had
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induced the new guest to quit a post, that no -
doubt was less gratxfymg, but yet sufficed for his
" necessities. Was this in Frederic occasioned by
forgetfulness, want of consideration, avarice? or
was the delay intended to be the means of his
previously obtaining a further knowledge of the
character of the marqms ? \

The latter, after vainly discussing these ques- -

tions in his own mind, and vainly expecting
their solution for six weeks, at length lost all
patience ; and one day, on his return to the inn
~ after dining at the castle, he sent the king a
billet conceived in these terms: © Having for
these six weeks past had the honour, Sire, to be
near your majesty, my purse.is now enduring so
rigorous a blockade, that if your majesty, who
are an adept in the taking of towns and gaining
of battles, do not come immediately to its relief, I
shall be under the necessity of capitulating, and
repassing the Rhine in the course of the present
' Week »?

" The king had his friend ]ordan with him
‘when the billet was put into his hands. * Do
“but see what a note I have received from the
madman who left us just now.” Jordan had an
affection for the marquis: after reading the bil-
let, he therefore replied, I am well acquainted
with the impatient humour of these Provence-
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men, and. particularly with that of the mar-
quis; the moment he conceives a subject of in-
quietude, and fixes his thoughts upon it, he will
not close his eyes till it is obviated ; and if he
threatens to leave Prussia in the course of a week,
he will certainly do it in two or three days at
furthest.” Frederic began to be apprehensive
that Jordan had judged rightly, and accordingly -
he returned the marquis the following answer:
« Make yourself easy, dear Marquis ; your fate
shall be decided by the time of dinner to-mor- -
row, and I hope to your satisfaction.” In effect,
on the following day, the marquis received- the.
chamberlain’s key with a pension of fifteen hun-
dred rxx-dollars, and in addition was nominated
director of the class of belles lettres to the aca-
demy, which produced him two hundred more
per annum, | 4
"The Marquis d’Argens was not so much dis-
tinguished at the court of Frederic as the Vol-
taires, the Maupertuis’, and others, for the bril
liancy of his wit, while, on the other hand, he
was never at a loss in taking his share of the
canversation ; nor could it be said he was out of
his place when in the society of men of under-
standing: he possessed in a greater degree than
some of his associates, who, like him, had their
fortune to seck, those easy manners and deport-
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ment so intimately connected with a superior
education, nor less so an ingenuous cordiality of
temper that engaged every one’s partiality, and
. that vivacity. of, character which rendered. his
conversation, the more attractive. A thousand
anecdotes might be brought in proof of what I
have affirmed. I will mention a few of them.
- In the course of ane of the suppers which, pre--
vious to the seven year’s war, seldom terminated
till an advanced hour of the night, Frederic de-
manded of his guests.in what manner each of them
would govern 1f he were a king ? The guests be--
trayed the greatest eagerness to display their dif-
ferent maxims on this important question ; each
~ was loud in explaining to the satisfaction of the
hearers his particular system. The . marquis
listened, smiled, but said not a word. The
~ king, at length observing his silence, requested
him to declare his sentiments also on the subject.
-« What I would do, Sire, if I were the king? 1
y{ould instantly sell my kingdom, and  purchase
‘a good estate in France.” The pleasant turn
he thus gave to the “question, and. by which
" means he modestly escaped the ridicule be. would
have brought upon himself, had he been the ad-
yocate of some more dangerous and UScless dogs
trines, obtained the marked approbatlon of .the
king, and put an end to the dlsgusuqn.
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Durxncr Voltaire’s ﬁrst visit to Berlm, in 1743, '
- the ingenuous temper of the marquis did not
allow him to conceal, even in the presence of
the author of the Henriade, that in his opinion
Jean Baptiste Rousseau was a man of singular
talents ; that he sympathxzed in his misfortunes
and that he believed him innocent respecting
the verses which had been the cause of so much
uneasiness to him. Voltaire, finding it imposs
sible to make a convert of Maupertuis, conceiv-
- ed a resentment against him, in consequence of
which he resolved to dissemble till he should
find an opportunity of punishing his crime. The
better to reconcile his desire of vengeance with
a certain degree of delicacy, from which he con-
- ceived he ought not openly to deviate, he secret-
ly composed an epigram against the marquis;
the inteption of which was, to cast an odium
and ridicule on both his moral character and
falents, and in which he designated the object of
his contempt by the name of the WWandering Few.
Voltaire, relying on the credulity of his victim,
next proceeded to pay him a friendly visit, and
- to say to him, * My dear Marquis, you have en-
tertained a prejudice in favour of this miserable
“Rousseau, ‘which in a certain degree I have re-
", spected, because it reflects honour on the frank-
ness of your temper. But, my friend, there are
: . . 1
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reasons why I should call your serious attention.
to the subject; your own interests and the
friendship I feel for you make this incumbent
on me as a duty. The purpose of my visit is to
convince you that ‘you are the dupe of an un-
grateful monster, who scarcely moves without
scattering his venom. Read this epigram; one’
of my correspondents has just sent me a copy
of it, which he procured from the person who
reccived it from Rousseau himself. The pro-
duction as yet is but little known, for Rousseau,
under the apprehension of its being imputed to
him, recommends the profoundest secrecy. I
have already sent an answer to my correspon- .
dent, in whom I can place an absolute confi-
dence, requesting him to use every possible en-
deavour for the suppression of* so abominable a
satire, or at least to render it no less odious in
the eyes of the public, than it will ever be in
those of the persons who are acquainted with
your real character.”

- The marquis was at first the dupe of this ‘art= '
ful tale: he thanked Voltaire sincerely,-and
broke out into invectives against Rousseau; he
swore_he would be revenged, and that-he would
make a reply; not in flimsy epigrams, but in a
work that should be a memento for future ages,
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in which he would’ unmask the hypocrite, and
stigmatize his name for ever. - Thus Voltaire, at
first, enjoyed a complete triumph ; but d’Argens
soon made further reflections on the subject. So
~scandalous a proceeding on the part of Jean
Baptiste was too extraordinary not to excite in
his mind some doubts., Nothing that he had
done could possibly have provoked an attack
which exposed the author to a serious and even.
dangerous resentment, and could not fail to bring
upon him the indignation of every candid mind.
The friends of the marquié entertained the same
doubts and the same suspicions, so that he at -
length determined on writing to Jean Baptiste
himself, who so satisfactorily proved the calum-
ny, and with so much mrrenuousncss a]]eged
his innocence, as to. convince d’Argens and his

friends that the person who had accused Rousseau .

of having written the epigram was himself its
author. L
The same policy, however, that had induced
Voltaire to use indirect means in punishing the
marquis for having declared himself the .admirer
of Rousseau, ‘also induced the latter to dissem-=
le his resentment : he therefore did not avail
~ himself of the permission granted him by
Rousseau to print,.t‘he letter, which had. unde-
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c¢ived him.". Frederic, notwithstanding, did not
remain ignordnt of thesé hterary villanies, nor of
their minutest details. .

The occasion on which the marquis gave the
strongest proof of a sincere affection for the king
was that of the seven years’ war. On the occur-
rence of any difficulty; and on the eve of every
battle, the solicitude of this loyal courtier was ex-~
treme : he might even be said to be beside him-

- sélf.  His correspondence with the king was as
regular as circumstances would allow of, and they
usually passed their time in each other's com-
pany’ when Frederic was in winter quarters. At
one time the monarch had no confident but d’Ar-
gens, to whose sympathy he could open his heart, -

“his old associates being for the most part dead,
and his relations on ill terms with him, because he
. persisted ﬁrmly in refusing, at their united and

~ earnest request, to demand a pedce of France.

It was in this painful state of things that Fre-
denc, seemo Prussia and Pomerama in the hands
of the Russians, Silesia and Brandenburg in con-"
‘siderable part occupied by 'the Austrians; and
Westphalia by the French ; finding himself ‘too .
‘but feebly assisted by his allies; his armies
nearly annihilated, no less through his victories
than his defeats ; himself without money or re-
sources; resolved on committing an act of smcxdc.
s vor, 1. - . KK

.
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This ‘measure he communicated to the Marquis
d’Argens, in a Ietter which he called his fare-
- well letter. D’ Aroens, on the receipt of it, lock-

ed himself into his cabinet, and passed the night
in framing a reply, which he sent off before day-
break. 1In this reply, which was written in all
the overflowing of the warmest friendship, Fre-
deric contemplated at once the language of phi-
losophy ; the- resoufces and the hopes held out
to him by political science;  in fine, the fortitude
and energy with which the love of glory and of'
.virtue can inspire the truly noble mind.

This letter, which is the most perfect and va-
luable of the marquis’s productions, and which
reflects s0 much honour on both his heart and
understanding, his"penetration, and his talents,
produced the effect he had dared to hope. The
preparations for death were laid aside: a new
battle was hazarded, in which Frederic gamed a
complete victory, and afterward found means to
provide for his most pressing necessities, again to
become the dread of his enemies, and 'to con-
clude a peace upon his own terms. - -

The marquis’s zeal toward his monarch mani~
fested itself even in the most trifling-occurrences.

. The Prince de’Kaunitz having, in the year 1764,

expressed a great desire to procure two portraits’
of Frederic, one for the empress and the other

£
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for himself, the king consénted to give his
painter, M. Vanloo, some sittings for that pur-
pose: they were, however; short and few ; and
‘the poor artist did the best he could with them.
When the portrait was finished, the painter car-
{fied it to the castle to shew his performance to
Frederic ; and in 'his way called upori the mat-
quis, where I was wait_'ing, by appointment, to ac-
company him to Frederic with his performance.
It is inmipossible to describé the joy and enthus
~ siasm of this sincere friend, on beholding the por-
trait ¢ ‘he summened every one within his call to
come and admire it; placed it in different points
of view ; desited /s Pierre-to get upon a table
‘that stood against the wall; that he.might Jook
at it from the height of nine or ten feet from the
| ground, ‘which; he said, was the distance at
“which it would be placed at Vienna; again and
again expressing hi§ admiration, and calling tipon
the other spectators to do the same: Me; in par- |
ticulat, he -was extremely desirous to hear pro-
notnce eulogiums on the strength of the resem-
blance ; unfottundtely; however, I was not of
this opinion. I observed that, though I saw the
king every day, I saw him only by candle—hght; /
and this circumstance, he must be well aware,
was unfavourable to my judging of the likeness.
One evening,as I was sitting with the marquxs,
RKK2
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he said to me; “ You are most certainly a man
of integrity, and incapable of committing a cri-
‘minal action; I'am so perfectly acquainted with
your character, and so entirely do justice to your .
qualities, that [ know no man for whose probity
I would more readily pledge myself: for all this,
_if the king were positively to assert that you had
. planned the execution of some horrible crime, I
should, no doubt, betray my astonishment, but'I
' should not undertake your ‘defence’; no, I should

never think of defending the cause of any man. -

accused by Frederic, and for thisreason, that he
has the means of being acquainted with a thou-
sand circumstances of which we are ignorant.”
~ This confession on the. part of the marquis
scems at first a proof of the pusillanimity of
~ his character; but the suspicion is entirely de-
‘stroyed when we recollect the firm intrepidity "
* with which he opposed the invectives which,
at certain times, were ‘broached by the German
gourtiers against the French nation: in no in-
“stance did he leave these unanswered, not even
‘when they . proceeded from*the lips of the king
him_self,; and as the answers he made were for
the most part remarkable for their justice, can-
“dour, gamcs.t’ncss,' and . fairness, they could not
.',v‘-fail,wsqqncrr or later, to produce sensible effects,
and especially in a court where it was the aim L
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of so many to fix an odium on the natxves of
France. . R
- The Marqliis d’Argens was, on every account,
worthy of the constant and - distinguished friend-
ship of the king. But to find that constancy in
a monarch, we must,go‘back to the times so
justly denominated- the fabulous ages. Different ~
causes, by degrees, contributed to make ouf phi-
losopher descend from the nobler rank of friend
“to that of a worn out, neglected, and. almost de-
spised courtier. These causes I will endeavour
to explain to the reader.  The first was, the fami-
liarity to which the habit of living together,
Frederic’s accustomed gaiety in. conversation,
and the sallies of his wit, naturally conducted

~ the persons ‘he admitted to his society ; a famili~ -

arity he was afterwards sure ta abuse in a man-
ner no less flagrant than indelicate. '
The gaiety of the monarch’s temper was al.
most necessarily. contagious to the persons in
whose society he indulged it. . How was it pos-
sible to see a great king abandon himself, with
so good a grace, to a feeling that seems to be one
of the characteristics of an elevated mind, with- .
out yielding one’s self to the same humour? We =
naturally desire to return a sally for a sal]y 5 and
we feel somethmrr like pride in acqmttm«r ours
B XK3 ‘
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'
sclves toward the person whese only care seems

to be that of rendering his company agretable :
it too often, however, happens, that some one

must be the victim of the circling wit, and one

man seldom Jaughs but at the expence of ano- -

ther. In .ordinary societies respect is always
paid to the persons present; but can it be ex-
pected that a king should conform tq a restraint
like this! Sarcasm- was so natural, so easy to
Frederic! His subtle mind seized upon the hap-
piest occasions for the exercise of this humour!
How, with the gaiety of temper he possessed,

could he have thought of suppressing it, or even .
of tempering its poignancy? - It should be ob-

served too, that Frederic had laid it down as a
system, that the pleasures and relaxation of the
evening, before going to rest, were to counteract

-~

the effects of his close attention to the cumbrous

business of the day, It was therefore essential
that every degree of liberty should-be allowed ta
‘his imagination. ‘Accordingly he lanced his

gibes, without restraint, even against the persons

with whom he'was conversing :, under these cir-
cumstances the marquis had no resource but ta
- yield with a good grace to the necessity, make
a merit of his condescension, and join the ge-
neral Iaugh 5 while Frederxc, on hxs part, was no

4
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sooner alone than, in the reflections he made on -
what had passed, he imputed the qualities of
meanness -and servility to the very persons who
had stood the brunt of his attacks. ‘
We may easily believe that, even inthe hours
set apart for relaxation, Frederic never wholly
refrained from - political subjects; that he used
these occasions for sifting the understandings and =
characters of his guests ; and that he pushed to
every extreme the raillery that was begun pro-
bably more in gaiety of heart than malice, that.
he might observe to what lengths they would
carry their mean submission. It is certain that
~ he invariably felt and manifested the most sove-

. reign contempt for the persons who betrayed the
greatest degree of patience on those dangerous
and trying occasions, .

Unfortunately, the Marquis &’ Argens was of

“too ardent and sincere a temper fo foresee and
avoid: the danger. Delighted to find so much

“urbanity of manners and pohteness in a monarch,
and so much th and caxety in his conversation,
his only idea was to enjoy the pleasures thus
afforded to the utmost; while he at the same
time believed he could‘ not more effectually
prove himself deserving of them, than by giving
the king his zealous co-operation. When ex-
perlence had convinced him- of the fatal effacts -

] K K 4-
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of this line of conduct, it was too- late to chanvc
his system. - -
-The second cause of the dxscredlt into which-
it was apparent the marquis had fallen, " was the
weaknesses that had been discovered in his cha-
racter, particularly that of superstition. He en-
tertained such a horror of death, that the bare
idea of its approach made him commit the great-
est absurdities: an instance of this kind is, that
. having been assured that the urine of ‘persons
. who were near their latter end turned black in
. the course of four and twenty hours, he for a -
long time persevered in the habit of preserving -
his own ‘in vases, which he-examined geveral
times a day, till some persons, who got at'the
knowledge of the fact,  discovered the hiding
place of this precious deposit, and mixed somg
ink with the urine. ~ The appearance thus occa-
sioned threw the marquis into a state of appre-
hension, so violent, that it was necessary to tell
him the trick he had been played to save him
- from a dangerous illness,. Nor could he, for any
‘consideration, have been prevailed upon to sit at
a table where the number of guests was thirteen.
I have also known him, when sitting next me,
,taLTe my knife and fork when lying across
- on my plate, and place them side by side;-
-and on my expressing my surprise, his an-

7



“ FREDERIC THE GREAT. * 503

 swer was, “I know what I have done can be
- of no service, yet they may as well stay as I have
placed them.” ' a SR

- His niece, Madame de la C'amooue, related_
to me. that, while he was composing his volu-
minous production on the faculties of the human
mind, he one evening found himself inspired
with such happy conceptions, that he could not
~ be prevailed upon to leave his desk till midnight;
and that he at length came to supper in high
spirits, in consequence of what he had written,
though his dish was entlrcly spoiled with waiting "
for him; but that recollecting, as he sat down,
that it was the first Friday in the month, he in-
- stantly went back to his study, and threw the
whole of that day’s performance into the fire.

- Though the marquis was inordinately super-
stitious, and his reason was unable to vanquish
his too lively and ardent imagination, which in .
.the nursery had reccived - the impression of the
absurd stories with. which the lower orders of
people encumber religion, he did not the less
abhor superstition in general, and always con- -
demned it in other persons. One was sure of
finding in him. the author of Lz Philesophie du
bons Sens, the moment he ‘was in a condition to
_ consult his reason. - In the course of a short ex:
. pedition he made in company with® Maupertuis, -
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~they had but one apartment in common to sleep
in; and the latter falling on his knees the last
thing at night to say his prayers, his companion

- in great surprisc cried out, “ Why, what are

you about, Maupertuis? You seem, my friend,
" to have forgot that we are alone !

But the circumstance that most displeased the |

king in the conduct of the Marquis d’Argens was
his marriage. He had, dyring the seven years’
yvér, entered into this state with the elder Made-
moiselle Cochois, a French actress then at Berlin,
Her family had long been engaged in the theatre
of that town, and her father and mother died

‘there. Her.brothér, who played harlequin with

great- success, had tried his fortune in Russia,
where he enjoyed the.favour of the public, and
. obtained a handsome stiperid ; but he disliked
the country extremely, was always on the point
of leaving it, and at last absolutely died there a
hypochondriac, and without leaving any children,
His sister, become 3 marchioness, had a younger

"sister who was extfgmely handsome, and the
first female dancer of the opera at Berlin.

' - The marquis’s lady, whose person, on the

contrary, was rather disagreeable, however pos-
sessed an excellent understanding and a con-

pe

siderable dégree of talent, . She had great

skill in painting, and stil] more in music, and,
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besides her own language, understood German, |
Italian, and Latin, and had even, in compliance "
_'with the wishes of her husband, made some
little progress in the Greek language: he had
been desirous of her learning the Hebrew also;
" but she found the study of the letters of the al-
phabet repulsive in the outset. This lady pos-
sessed gentleness of temper, and her mind was
at once firm, distinguishing, and full of recti-
tude, She had the art of employing, under the.
appearance of -the most’ perfect simplicity, all
the attentions calculated to secure the affections
of her husband, and conc1hate the esteem of
every one. - S |
“The king had been long acquainted with thc
intimacy that subsisted between the marquis
and this lady, and of his strong attachment to
her; but in the eye of policy all this might hap-"
pen without any idea of marriage. I shall relate
a pleasant anecdote, in which the lady plays a
part, and which sufficiently proves that their
. mutual attachment was well known. Mademoi-
“selle Cochois had made a dressing gown for the
marquis, of one of the rich dresses in which she
had figured as a queen. On presenting it to her
lover, he was 's0 delighted with his acquisition,
‘that he instantly put it on and wore it for the
rest of the evening. _As, however, he was to be
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with the king at seven o’clock, he declared him-
self - indisposed. ~ Frederic having learned the
- truth, determined to punish the weak conduct
of the philosopher: he muffled himself in the .
gown of a priest,- made the persons who were to
“accampany 'him dress themselves in black, and
then went with them in procession to the apart-
ment of the’ marquis, which was xmmedxately
under those of his majesty. The person who.
walked first rang a bell, which was heard in the
apartments as the procession descended the stairs,
La Pierre ran to seec what all this meant; and
her account persuaded the marquis that he was
himself the object of this extraordinary .scene,
Unwilling, however, to be found in a situation
that contradicted the account of his indisposition,
and not having time enough to undress himself,
" he hurried into: bed with his clothes on,

- At the same instant the procession entered
with a slow and Solemn pace, and, advancing to-
ward the bed, formed a ciicle round the sick
man. The king, who was last, placed himself .
in the middle of the circle, and proclaimed to - -
the marquis, that the church, that tender mother
of her children, who, ever anxious for their -
wclfare, had sent him the assistance best fitted
to support him at the. present awful crisis: he
‘mext pranounced a shast. cxhortation, enjoining

I
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him to resignation ; then drawing back the bed-
‘clothes, and pouring a bottle filled with oil over
the béautiful dressing gown, assured his dying
.brother that this emblem of grace could not fail,
if strengthened by his stedfast faith, to' endue
“him with such fortitude:as would enable him to
‘make his exit with becoming resolution.

The procession then retired with the same
solemnity as before. It would be difficult to
give an idea of the marquis’s -regret at-the con-
dition of his dressing gown, or- of his mortifica-
" tion at the farce whlch had taken place, thouah
he was well acquainted with-the king’s predilec-
tion for such kind of proceedings, and had him-
self occasionally assisted in them, and particu-
larly in one which is worthy of being known to

the reader. o ,

The pastor of a vﬂlage, situated.- at the extres
mity of Pomerama, being exasperated no one
knew why, agamst.Frederlc, ‘introduced . a vio- -
lent philippic. againstfhim’, in a .sermon. he
preached on' the murder of the . innocents, in
-which he compared him to the tyrant Hercd.
The news of this extraordinary attack soon
reached ‘Potzdam, and the. Philosophical . Clul
had to deliberate, first, whether they should pu-’
nishthe’ delinquent, and next, of what. nature
the punishment should be.- The pastor, in con-
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sequence, received a formal summons, .Severe
- and solemn in its style; in which the venerable
consistory enjoined him to appear before them; at
.their next sitting on such a day, at Potzdam. |
The man, alarmed, had no resource but obedis
‘ence, He accordingly set out in the public wag-
gon, to accomplish this long journey, in the
severest cold of ‘the winter season. The neces-
sary orders were every where given to prevent
his discovering that the summons he had re-
ceived was spurious; and as the hour in which
. he would arrive was quite certain, a man dressed
- like a beadle was in waiting to - conduct him to -
~ the cons:story, before he had an opportumty of
gaining information. -

The king himself was at the head of the con-

* sistory, and his confidential friends composed its
members. They were all dressed in the -habits
of pastors and men advanced in-years, in black

-coats’ or. cloaks, large wigs, :hats\ﬂapped down
as low as the shoulders, and,,in :addition, they
assumed the utmost gravity of demeanour.

“The president .opened 'the ‘proceedihgs with
asking if he was suck a person, and the pastor of
such:a place? The answer being .given in the

* affirmative, "he next pracecded to -say, that the
venerable consistory had received intelligence of
his being .shamefully ignerant of -even the ‘mat-
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ters in which he was by duty bound to instruct
his hearers; that*this being an accusation of
serious importance, it had been determined that
he should be summoned and examined ; that ac-
~ cordingly, in obedience to the directions of the
‘venerable consistory, he should proceed to pro-

pose some questions to him concerning the doc-
 trine of the holy church.

The president then asked him how many of
the kings of Judea had been called Herod?
'The poor pastor, who had never heard of more
than one Herod, could ‘only réply, in great con-\
fusion; that he had never heard of more than
cne. ' You mistake, brother,” replied the pre-
sident, ¢ there were two Herods, both well known;
Herod the Ascalonite, surnamed The Gredt; and-
Hecrod Antipas, his son. But which of these
was the Herod who ‘commanded the new-born
children to be slain? -And. at what age were
infants exempted from this proscription i After.
waiting in vain‘for a reply to these new ques-
tions, the pfecident addressing himself to the
pastor, said, It is with the deepest concern,
) brother, we percewe, that the -account commu-
lmcated to us respecting you is but too true,
How, cnvcloped as_you are in the thickest
shades of ignorance; could you presume to un-
dertike the sacred and - 1mportant charge ‘of con-
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ducting the children of the church? Do you
. not dread that you will be eternally reproached
by God and man with the sins of the flock con-
fided to your care; alike for those from which
‘ you have omitted to reclaim them, as for other
sins into which you have yourse]f occasioned
them to fall?. 'And if it be true that our
crimes in general are the consequences of our
ignorance alone, Judge to what a risk you
have exposed yourself! Unhappy man! You
eat and drink your own damnation! And
this it would be no one’s business to prevent,
if the consequences extended to yourself alone!
But ought we to suffer your involving-in the
same condition - those whom. your guxdance‘
should have conducted to the port of salvation?
No, doubtless our duty, therefore, is to depose
you, or at least to prohibit you, for a certain
time, from exercising the functrons of the holy-
“office. ‘
_ « We, however, do not forget that the spmt
of religion is a spmt_of gentleness and charity,
and accordingly, for. this time, we shall. defer
such an act of rigour, in the hope that you-will
" correct your faults; that in future you will pre-: .
scribe to yourself the law of never presuming to.
speak - of any thing you do not understand ; that
you will consecrate your .time to study; and, in

P
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short, that you pledge to us your honour and
your conscience that you will. neglect no means
of prombting, in future, the edification of your
flock, in the same degree that you have disgraced
your calling by your temerity and neglect. You
may now leave us, brother; return to your parish ;
humble yourself before the Lord; and do not
- forget that the eye of the venerzb]e consmtory '
~ will not cease to be upon you.”
" The pastor was next conducted by the beadle
“back to his inn, who, with affected kindness,
advised him to set out instantly on- his return.
In effect, he reached Berlin the same night ; but
wishing to see some friends of his in that place
before he left it, he learned from them that the su-
perior consistory was never known to assemble at
Potzdam: in fine, that the king had devised this
means ‘of punishing him for the comparison he
had thought proper to hazard a short time be-
fore; an e\(p]andtion that by no means served
to quiet his alarm. ‘
The last cause of the discredit mto whxch the -
- marquis had fallen relates to an agreement made
between him and Frederic in the beginning of |
their attachment. It was at this period that the -
former declared himself devoted to the service of
~ his majesty till he should - reach - -the age of
“seventy ; but he stipulated that, when he should *
'VOL. II. LL
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have attained that age, he should be con51dered
at liberty to retire; and the rather, as at so ad-
vanced a time of life it*was 'scarcelj' possible to
live at court without being useless, and alter-
nately the object of neglect and ridicule.

As Frederic perceived before him an interval
of thirty years before this separation could take
place, he consented without hesitation to the
proposal. ¢ Accordingly,” said the marquis,
« on the day of my attaining to the age of seven-
. ty years, I shall send you the register of my bap-
tism, which you will be pleased to consider as
the register of my death, You will' therefore -
say, the Marquis d'Argens is dead.”.... 1 con-
sent,” replied the king. ‘¢ But whither will you
go?.... Sire, I shall go, in reality, to vegetate
and dxe in the bosom of my family.”....« You
~will then become -a devotee.” .o Yes, ere,
most devoutly grateful for all the kindness you
have shewn me, and religiously the admirer of all
- the benefits you will have conferred on the su—
ences and on humanity at large,

This kind of question, while still at a distance,
was often discussed by Frederic, and even con-
‘sidered as a subject of mere amusement. It was
not impbssible that time, various circumstances,
interests, and connections, and, above all, the in-
constancy of the human mind, might produce a
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- change in the project of the marquis. Frederic’s
conjectures might, perhaps, have been realized if
the marquis’s brother had died before him, and
the king had preserved toward him the same at-
tachment, and treated him with the same marks
of distinction. But the ftiendship of the bro-
thers increased with age, and every expedition
made by the marquis to France drew forth new
" marks of tenderness from the president d’Eguilles,
while the state of slavery and restraint, the sar-
casms and gibes he anticipated at his return, ren-
dered his situation every year more painful, and
confirmed him in his first intentions. | .
'The marquis ‘at length felt the most eager im-
patience to arrive at his seventy years, and aban-
don Frederic, Inhis visit to France, in the year
1763, his brother ceded to him a portion of land
he appeared to wish to possess at Eguilles, for .
the purpose of building a house upon it. A
plan for completing this project was fixed on
'by,the two brothers, and the undertaking begun,
In the year 1766, the whole was finished, the
house sufficiently dry to be habitable, the gar-
dens laid out and cultivated,' and all this under
~ the direction of the first president.
In the mean time the marquis’s seventy years
~ were' accomplished, yet he "dared not ‘leave
Prussia. The. ‘agreement had. not, in a long
’ LL2
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course of time, even been mentioned ; for the last
endeavour made by the courtier to recal the kihg’s
attention to the idea had manifestly excited his
displeasure, The marquis, therefore, could not
again have ventured on the subject without ex-
posing himself to the danger of the most cruel
Yeproaches and humiliations. The uneasiness he
experienced in this situation may be easily con-
ceived ; nor was he at all times able to conceal
it. < Ah, my friend,” said he, when we hap-
pened to be alone together, ¢ never -let us sup-
pose it possible to reduce crowned heads to the
class of civilized beings. “In vain do we hope
" to soften the characters of sovereigns by means
of the arts ;‘ in vain are.they induced to love
~ and cultivate them with success. They are lions,
‘and the man who thinks he has succeeded in
taming them is sure to find his mistake: they
are radically ferocious, sanguinary, and capri-
cious. Atthe moment when least expected their
instinct awakes; and you are the victim Of their
teeth or claws before you are aware of the
dan'ger.”. .. “ Do you believe,” said he, on another
- occasion, “ that a great king can really preserve
his sensibility in favour of individuals? Let him re-
ceive from nature every degree of genius, every
possible talent ; let him cherish the muses, pro-
‘tect itheir votaries; let his mihfi be endowed
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with a thousand amiable qualities; let it be
" naturally expansive and susceptibie; what be-
comes of these propensities in a long and ‘cons
tinual exercise -of sovereignty ? And what are
private individuals in the eves of him who de-
cides daily on the fate of nations? What are
-atoms to him who sees and hears, and is brought
into contact with great masses only ?”

The seventy years, as I before observed, had
elapsed, yet the marquis had not the resolution
to present thie register of his baptism, nor to
enter with the monarch on the subject of his age
and views; at length, after havfncr vainly strug-
gled with his weakness, and, we may surely say,
his prudence, he determined to die the victim of
his attachment to the king, or at least to wait ‘
for the event of the death of this monarch to.re~
claim his liberty. He accordingly demanded a
leave of absence for six months to visit his coun-
try, embrace his brother once more, and arrange
some family affairs. His request was gramed
w1th reluctance ; the king even requlred him to
give his word of honour that he would return at.
the time appointed..

I need not describe the j joy and eagerness with
which the marquxs performed | his journey from
Berlin to Aix, nor the grief he felt when he was
© to leave the latter place, to resume the chams by -
LLs
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accumulated causes rendered so oppresswc. He,
however, persisted in the, observance of his pro-
mise, and set out on his return.

The severe conflicts he experienced, particu-
larly at so advanced an age, might naturally
be expected to influence his health; in effect
he suffered extreme indisposition during the-
whole of his journey, which in consequence was
necessarily prolonged ; at length he was detained
at Bourg-en-Bresse Dby a long and dangerous ill-
ness. His lady, whose whole attention was de-
voted to his service, did not think of writ-
ing, and the term of his leave of absence ex-

 pired.

Frederic, who never forgot any thing, sus«
pected the marquis of an intention to deceive
him. Inquiries were made of his lady’s sister,
and of all the academicians who had been on a
footing of friendship with their director, as to
whether any tidings had been received concern--
ing him; but as none of these were satisfactory,
and no letter had been received from either for
~several months, the kmgs suspicions changed

suddenly to absolute certainty. His dlspleasure
and indignation now exceeded all bounds: or-
ders ‘were immediately sent to the banks from
~ which he received his pensions, 1mport1ng that
.the name of the Marquis d’Argens was to be in~
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stantly erased from their accounts, and no more
money paid to him.
~ Sulzer having seen this order at the bank of
the academy, conceived it his duty to give the
marquis notice of the step which had been taken ;
he acco_rdinglyv sent him a letter by means of a
traveller, who promised to find him out and acquit
himself of the commission with the greatest se-
crecy ; or,-should he not succeed in finding him, _
that he would forward the letter addressed to the
marquis at the president d'Eguilles’s in France.
The traveller found the marquis in a state of
convalescence, and on the point of proceeding
. to Berlin, in the town of Bourg. The letter
" produced on him the effect that might be ex-
pected: the indignation of the old philosopher
courtier, on reading it, was greater than his af-
fliction. He wrote an a swer to it, the contents
of which he confided to no one, but which
may be without difficulty conjectured, and then
returned to his beloved retirement, which he
" pever after left, if we except some occasional
visits in Provence. In one of these he breathed
his last: he was seized at Toulon with an indi-
gestion a few years subsequent to the period I
have been speaking of, and died in conse-
quence. o
When his death was known at Potzdam, er-

/

~
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ders were given for erecting at Eguilles a, mar-
ble monument in honour of the memory of an
old friend, whom, on the mere evidence of sus-
picion, Frederic had abruptly deprived of the -
recompence he had so fully earned by the noble
-frankness of his temper, his long tried services,
and the mortifications he in the course of them
had endured. \

I shall conclude this article-by an incident
whu.h proves that fraternal affection is a much
stron‘ger sentiment in the human mind than the
fastidious operations of pride in the bosoms
of the great. The marquis had only one cause -
of uneasiness at Eguilles, which was that of
being..unable to bestow a fortune on .Made-
moiselle Mina, who had been brought up under -
his care, and had never quitted him. The
president rather guessed than discovered his se-
cret. thought, and recommended his brother to
adopt -her as his daughter.  But how,” said
the marquis, * if she should not be my child!”
- «vv.“ What of that,” replied the president, « if
by her virtues she deserves to be so, and you
feel for her an affection truly . paternal.”....
< But of what use would my name be to herP
A mere incumbrance, since I cannot add to- it
the gift of fortune.”. ...« Your name will be
the means of procuring her a suitable alliance.”
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.« . “ And her marriage portion#”.... < have

provided for it. "I shall give her sixteen thou-
sand livres (about 630l sterling) at the same

time that you acknowledge her your daughter,

and I will give her as much more on the day of
her marriage.” . ... You surely do not think of
such a thing ; never will I consent to what you
propose, which would be to rob your children
in favour of a stranger.”. ... The most sacred

debt I owe to my own children is the example
of certain virtues, particularly that of justice.

You recollect I have never ratified the act of
disinheritance that policy rather than resent-

ment extorted from our deceased father ; ‘there-

fore what I possess is more your property than

mine, and accordingly what I propese is. much
less than what is due to you. In short, thisis -
a plan I am detérmined to execute, and I trust -
‘to the strength of the affection you bear me for

your compliance with my wishes.”

The result of a struggle at once so honour-
able and so rare was, that Mademoiselle Mina
was acknowledged as the daughter of the Mar-
quis d’Argens, and married a young counsellor
- of the parliament; His widow passed the ‘re-

maining part of her life either at Eguilles or in
- the society of her late pupil, who since the above
~ events had become her daughter.
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' Le Ca:t.

I nave so often had occasion to speak of
M. le Catt, that I can have but few materials
left cdnccrning him. The reserve and coldness
of his character no doubt contributed in a great
~degree to his retaining the place he held for so

long a time, that is, from about the middle period
of the seven years’ war till the end of the reign
of Frederic, who made acquaintance with him in
Holland, and in consequence appointed him his
 reader, and sccretary of the orders of his majesty,
It should, however, be observed, that the favour -
he enjoyed was, during the latter years of his re-
sidence at Potzdam, considerably diminished.
Had he deserved this? I really do not know;
but what I do know is, that he was never liked
by the royal family nor by the public.

M. Ie Catt wrote to me twice, in the beginning.
of the revolution, to request me to find some one
who should be disposed to purchase the manu-
scripts of Frederic, of which he had in his pos-
session a much more considerable collection than
that published by Treutel : he sent me a list of
them, which contained articles of a curious na-
ture; and that are wholly new to the public.

Io)

-~ .
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But he asked too high a price for them, so that
~it was not in my power, as I wished, to do him
service. In the latter period of his life, M. le
Catt lost his sight, and died blind several years
ago. What is become of the ample collection
he with the labours of thirty years had made ?.

' THE END.

3

. Printed by €, Mercier and ‘Co, Northumberland-courts
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