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NOTES 
 
TO THE 

SKETCH OF BUNKER-HILL BATTLE. 

NQTE A. 

Conduct of Gen. Putnam during the battle. 

Gov. Brooks's statement. The author being in the staff of 
Gov. Brooks and enjoying his friendship, received every assist­
ance from him be could desire in writing an account of the 
battle. This battle was probably never understood by any 
one better than by him. l\Ieeting the troops who went on, 
over night, at the neck ; continuing with them on duty as a 
field officer till the forenoon following, when he was despatch­
ed tQ head-quarters at COJ.mbridge, where he arrived at 10 
o'clock and was retained till permitted to rejoin the troops at 
the neck on the last of tlrn retreat ; solicitously inquiring at 
the time, and ever after, into the occurrences, notl1ing important 
could have escaped him : and the author is without apology 
if, with the information derived frqm him, he has committed a 
single mistake of the slightest consequence. 

Gov. BROOKS stated,* he was informed by Col.Webb, a distinguish­
ed Connecticut officer, who signalized himself in Bunker-Hill battle, 
that Gen. Putnam (whose Aid he was afterwards) on the retreat, 
remained in the rear by a cannon, with a serjeant, the only man he 
could persuade to stand by him, till the enemy were just upon them 
with their bayonets, when the serjeant was shot down find he was 
comprlled to retire. Gov. Brooks, going to Cambridge in the 
forenoon, met Gen. Putnam riding toward Bunker Hill. 

• This, and every other statement referred to by lbe author, were taken down in writ­

ing at the time; any person who pleases may have copies taken of any docunients in hi.s 

possci,siou. 
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The following testimony is from the Boston Centinel. 
As the original documents have long been lost from 

the Boston Athenreum, ,ve can only say, the copies in the 
Centinel and N. A. Review are known to have been made by 
two gentlemen of as high honour and integrity as our country 
ever produced. 

. ­
JUDGE GROSVENOR says, under the immediate superintendence of 

Gen. Putnam, ground was broken and a redoubt formed. The next 
day Gen. Putnam was extremely active and directed principally the 
operations. After the British landed, a detachment of four Lieuten­
ants and 120 men of Gen. Putnam's Regt. under Capt. Knowlton 
were by the Gen. ordered to take post at a rail fence on the left of 
tho breastwork. The Gen. inspired confidence by his example ; 
of the offi~ors the most active were Putnam, Prescott, and Knowlton. 

ABNER ALLEN, of Western, deposes before a· Judge of the Su­
preme Court :-was in Grosvenor's company ; went on the night be­
fore the battle ; Putnam was then and there railed Gen. and acted 
as such. I was at the rail fence. and do know that Gen. Putnam 
was in the engagement. · I saw hi{n on horseback urging the men to 
.fight with great earnestness ; he was as much exposed as any man 
engaged, 

JosrAH II1LL, Tyringham, Putnam's Regt. testifies: "I know that 
Gen. Putnam was in the battle, took part in the engagement, and was 
as much exposed as any hody in the battle." 

The Rev. ARlllY CHAPLAIN.-Gen. Putnam did all that man could 
do to induce the men to go on to the Hill. He led on Capt. Knowl­
ton with part of a Connecticut Regt. [ After adding some other 
facts,] I was the intimate friend of Col. Prescott and Lt. Col. Rob­
inson, and from the mouths of those heroes I had this account. 

He adds in his letter, which we have, 

; Thos. Cooke, Esq. member of l\lass. Congress, signer of sw01·d 
m ltand money, says : he went to one of the neighboring hills to view 
the battle ; saw Gen. Putnam, who did all that man could do to get 
on the men to Breed's Hill ; he appeared firm, resolute, thoughtless 
of pe~sonal danger ; his praise was in the mouth of every one at 
that time, he never heard a disrespectful word against him. 

· REUBEN KEMP, Brooklyn,Con. Stark's Regt. testifies : "arrived at 
the high grounds over the neck ; were furnished with iutrenching 
tools and began to throw up a breastwork ; in ten or fifteen minutes 
the drums beat to arms, and we were marched immediately. Gen. 
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Putnam seemed to have the ordering of things. lie charged the 
men not to fire till the enemy came close to the works, and to take 
good aim and make every shot kill a man. A few pieces were dis­
charged before the order, Gen. Putnam passed along the lines quick­
ly and threatened to stab any one who fired without order. The 
enemy got pretty near the works, we were ordered to take good 
aim and fire. At this time Gen. Putnam was constantly passing 
backward and forward from right to left." 

IsAAC BASSETT, Killingley, Gen. Putnam's Regt. deposes: was 
at the redoubt and breastwork just as the action commenced ; saw 
G_en. Putnam there with his sword drawn, encouraging and anima­
ting the troops. l\Iy father was going off with a wounded man, 
Gen. Putnam stopped him, pricking his arm with his sword, and 
told him not a soldier should leave the ground. I saw Gen. Putnam 
in the hottest of the fight, calling on the men to stand their ground ; 
I am sure he was at the same post when the enemy scaled the walls 
of the redoubt. 

EBENEZER BEAN, Conway, Stark's Regt. at the Redoubt, about 
12. Gen. Putnam was there and very active, was urging the men 
on, giving orders, riding from one end of the line to the other as far 
as I could observe, and continued active through the action ; in my 
opinion fought with great bravery. 

•
Judge Advocate Tunon: soon after the arrival of Gen. Washing­

ton, courts-martial were ordered for trial of officers for mi£behavior 
I 7th June. In the inquiry which those trials occasioned, I never 

· heard any insinuation against the conduct of Gen. Putnam. 

PnEs. AnAMs, senior. " This I do say without reserve, I never 
heard the least insinuation of dissatisfaction with the character of 
Gen. Putnam during his whole life." 

Capt. JoHN BARKER, formerly of Pomfret," knew Putnam perfect­
ly ; between the first and second attacks he came on foot to about 
the centre of ours (Reed's N. H. Regt.), warmly praised the men 
for their bravery and encouraged them to fight well should the ene­
iny come again. 

Major ELIHU LYMAN, Greenfield, a Lieut. in the battle, deposes : 
well remembers, Gen. Putnam was present directing the retreat, ri­
ding backward and forward between us and the British, and ap­
peared cool and deliberate, frequently speaking to the men. Ifo 
continued with us till we were out of the reach of small arms. 
now perfectly remember, that I then expected every moment to sec 
Gen. Putnam shot from his horse. I knew Gen. Putnam perfectly, 
was in the army with him in the French war, and 5 years in the 
revolutionary war. 

I 
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ANDERSON l\1nrnR, l\laj. Lyman's company : saw Gen. Putnam 
ridincr througr1 the Atnf'rican ranks amidst showers of balls undaun­
ted :,ith his sword drawn, exhorting the troops ' in the name of 
God' to form and give the British one shot more, and then they 
might retreat. 

GEN, KEYS, many years adjutant-general . of Conn. 1st Lieut. 
Putnam's Regt. : saw Putnam after the repulse of the enemy near 
the field-pieces deserted by Callender, as I was going towards the 
Redoubt, very active, found our troops giving way and immediately 
retreated. 

ABIEL BuGBEE, Ponifret, Putnam's Regt. : posted on left of the 
line behind rail fence ; Gen. Putnam was riding backward and for­
ward encouraging the men during the fight ; when we retreated, Gen. 
Putnam was on horseback within ten rods of the enemy, and ordered 
us to take some tools as we retreated. . · 

JOHN DEXTER, Pomfret, Vt. Putnam's Regt. : knew him well ; 
saw him on the hill the night before the action ; heard him tell the 
officers they must exert themselves, for the· British would fire as soon 
as light appeared. Sa\V him there again in the morning. · One of 
the centinels jumped from his post on the fort; he ordered another 
to be placed there who was not a coward. The fire from the British 
was very severe,. the Gen. appeared unintimidated, as if they bad 
not fired a gun. 

ALEXA!\DER DAvIDrnN, Edgecombe, Ford"s company, deposes: 
Putnam ordered our company to carry the cannon, deserted by Cal­
lender, to the rail fence ; he accompanied the pieces himself, saw 
to the placing them and until tftey commenced firing tltern. I well 
recollect his expression at the second firing of one of the pieces, it 
was loaded with cannister and seemed to make a lane through them. 
\Vhat time Putnam left our company I cannot say, but he was with 
us at the rail fence when the battle began, animating the men and 
telling us not to fear. · 

. E.nEN'R. BANCROFT, Esq. Tyngsborough, Capt. in Bridge's Regt., 
Lieut. with Putnam when a Maj. in the French war, together seve­
ral campaigns : . has seen him often in the midst of danger ; his 
courage could not be doubted, nor his character impeached. ,vas at the laying ont of the works on Breed's Hill, the lines were 
marked out by Putnam. A party of Connecticut men under the di­
rection of Gen. Putnam formed the rail breastwork, and lined it. 
Cannon were used on both sides. I loaded one piece myself twice ; 
we received from the field pieces of the enemy several shot through 
our gateway at time of the retreat. 
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. Ile remarks, I believe (in a lost letter) that · Col. Prescott 
and some of his officers informed some southern gentlemen, 
that in time of the action Putnah1 placed himself on the top of the 
hill where he could see the whole of the action. 

JAs, CLARK, Capt., Gen. Putnam's Regt. : commanded 100 men, 
arrived at rail fence ten minutes after the action began, and before 
Charlestown was burnt. On the retreat saw Gen. Putnam for the 
fourth time that day, actively engaged in managing the retreat. 
'Whenever I saw him on Bunker Hill, he appeared like a good sol­
dier, firm, composed, vigilant, active, undaunted, in the discharge 
of the important duties of his station. 

17th June last, he says, he was f mile from the IIill ·when 
small arms began. 

Major JoHN BURNHAM, Londonderry, Lieut. in Little's Regt. : 
when arrived near the rail fence, saw Gen. Putnam. He appeared 
busily engaged in ~iving directions to the troops as they came up. 
He ordered my Capt. to get to the fort if he could ; passed by the 
fort and went to the south of it till we saw enemy's left flank ; \Veh· 
ber of my company was there with me and wounded. 

A Committee of l\Iass. Congress report : we applied to Gen. 
Putnam and other officers who were in the heat of the engagrm1ent 
for further intelligence. Gen. Putnam informed us, as he was riding 
up Bunker Hill, he met an officer in the train drawing his cannon 
down in great haste ; he ordered the officer back, who replied he 
had no cartridges. The Gen. dismounted and examined his boxes, 
and found~a considerable number of cartridges, upon which he order­
ed him back ; he refused until the Gen. threatened him with instant 
death, but soon deserted his post and left his cannon. Another offi­
cer, who had direction of -another cannon, conducted much in the 
same way. Gen. Putnam declared one of these officers ought to 
be punished with death, and that unless exemplary punishment was 
inflicted he would assuredly leave the army. That on the defect 
·of these officers, the reinforcements ordered up the Ilill could not be 
prevailed on to go ; the plea was, the artillery was gone, and that 
they had no chance for their lives, declaring they ha<l no officers to 
lead them. 

Col. Putnam informed me,• tlrnt about this time his father 
offered to lead them on himself, entreated, threatened, and 
bro.ke his sword over them knocking down a non-commissioned 
officer. 

• ms le.tier. 
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The following statements were published in the Patriot, by 
Gen. Dearborn. 

GEN, l\l. l\1'CLARY, Epsom, was in the battle from beginning to 
end ; on the retreat saw Gen. Putnam on top of Bunker Bill 
with a spade in his hand ; has no recollection of seeing him in the 
battle. , 

GEN, PEIRCE, Hillsborough, Ford's company, went on to the Hill 
about 11 ; Putnam requested our company to drag Callender's 
cannon down Bunker Hill ; at Capt. Ford's persuasion, drew them 
to rail fence ; thinks he saw Gen. Putnam at that place, looking for 
some part of his sword ; did not hear him give any orders or assume 
any command except on top of Bunker Hill. 

17th June last he says, he thinks Putnam was as brave as 
any man. 

In a letter to .11.lden Bradford, Esq. he adds, 
He thinks the action began a little before 1 ; thinks 15 or 1600 

men were in Redoubt;· there was but one N. II. Regt. in the en­
gagement, of which Poor was a field officer with Stark and l\1'Clary; 
this Regt. left Medford at 10, and was on the battle ground one hour 
or more before action. 

TVe need not say how worthless his recollections are. 

Capt. S. R. TREVETT, Marblehead, Capt. Art.-About 1, the 
I 7th, left Cambridge ; saw Putnam riding toward Cambridge, and 
back toward Charlestown in 10 or 15 minutes; when arrived at 
the N. W. side of Bunker Ilill, 

[This was some time after the battle commenced, and after 
the first retreat of tlie British, as Capt. Trevett has very often 
informed me.] · 

saw Gen. Putnam dismounted and several others ; went to select a 
station for my pieces, saw Gen. Putnam on my return, the engage­
was then going on ; arrived at rail fence when· retreat commenced ; 
descending N. \V. side of Bunker Hill, again saw Gen. Putnam in 
the same place putting his tent on his horse, asked him where I 
should carry my field piece, he said to Cambridge. 

_Maj. CALEB. STARK, son of the Col.: arrived at top of Bunker 
Hill, saw Gerrish, and Putnam I was told it was, standing together. 
Gen. Putnam performed no part in the operations at Breed's Hill, 
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l1is slation was llunke1· Hill. The battle commenced about the mid~ 
llle of the afternoon. 

I believe Col. Ree<l was not in the action. 

[\Vitnesses to prove Putnam was not in the action, because they 
did not see him in a line of i of a mile ! Could not see Col. Reed, 
who was fighting' and commanding beside them, as well known and 
as easily proved as that Col. Stark was there !] 

According to Dr. S:-.ow [Bost. Centinel], there was the same rival­
ry and jealousy between Reed and Sta1k, as appears on the side of 
Stark and his officers· against Putnam ; the latter, Judge Advocate 
Tudor attrilJuted to Gen. Putnam's interference with the irregularities 
of the N. H. troops, particularly some violence committed by Stark 
and. his Regt. against Col. Hobart, the N. II. paymaster, on which 
a court was held under Gen. Green, which reported unfavorably to 
Col. Stark ;"' but the matter, I believe, was adjusted by the parties. 

RoB. K. \V1LKI~s, Concord) [after a ridiculous peregrination]­
saw Putnam and Gerrish about a hundreil rods from our line, as I 
was going to rail fence, before firing with small arms commenced ; 
just before the rrtreat of the enemy from the fort, passed on to Bun· 
ker llill, where I found Putnam and Gerrish again. 

Rev. WM. BENTLEY. C,)]. Stark said : "My Chaplain-Had he 
[Gen. Putnam] done his duty, he would have decided the fate of his 
country in the first action." Ile then described the " pen," as he 
ealled the inclosed works, and t!te want rif judg111er1t in the works." 

· 1Vas tkis all he blamed Putnam for 6J 

ABF:L PARKER, Esq. Jaffrey. At the breastwork till wounded by 
the enemy, who flanked it ; then went into the fort ; remained till 
Prescott ordered a retreat. Has no hesitation in declaring Col. 
Small's story totally unfounded. 

lion. Tttos. KITTREDGE, surgeon. About 11, going off, sa,v 
Putnam at the foot of llunkf'r Hill ; heard him request some of the 
nrnn to go the fort and see if they could get some of the intrenching 
tools. 

Rev. DAN'L C11APLrN, D.l). Groton, and Tiev. Jons BuLLARD, Pep• 
perell. Were· intimate with Col. Prescott ; he told 11s repeatedly, 
that when the retrf'at was ordered and commeuced, and he was dc­
.~cending the Hill, ho met .Gen. Putnam and said to him, " why did 
you not support rue, General, with your men, as I had reason to ex­

* Gen. War,\'s Ord. l3ook. 
]ii 
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pect according to agreement?". Putnan~ answ~red, ''. I could not 
drive .tl1e dogs up." Prescott pomtedly said to him, " 1f you could 
not drive them np, you might have led them up." 

It is well known, as Hon. Mr. Webster observes in N. A. 
l1eview, that Putnam and Prescott were on terms of respectful 
friendship as long as they lived. 

Deacon LAWllENCE, Groton. Gen. Putnam was not present ei­
ther while the works were erecting, or during the whole battle. I 
continued in the redoubt <luring the whole of it; I could see distinct­
ly the rail fence and the troops. stationed there during the battle, 
but Gen. Putnam was not present as I saw. I saw ,varren shot, and 
from that time till he expired. 

This gentleman's memory is so impaired, that he has stated 
Col. Prescott to have been. in a blue coat, and ,varren in a 
blue coat and killed in the redoubt. 

The following evidence is from the statements taken down 
in writing by Gen. Sullivan and other Directors of the Bunker 
Hill monument, assisted by Judge Thacher· and one or two 
other gentlemen, at the request of the Directors, from survi­
ving soldiers of the battle present at the celebration the 17th 
June last. 

JosHUA YEoMANs, Korwich, Gen. Putnam's Regt.-Ilelped build 
the fort the night before the battle, led on by Gen. Putnam. Was 
well acquainted with Gen. Putnam ; · saw a great deal of him in the 
11ction encouraging the men. I saw Gen. Putnam split a field-piece 
in the fort ; he could not get the ball into the piece. Ile went to 
his sad<lle-bags [haversack] and took a canvas bag of musket balls 
[grape], loaded the caunon, and fired it at a number of officers who 
were consulting under a row of trees. I then went to rail fence ; 
the~e saw Gen. Putnam riding along the whole line and crying out, 
" stick to your posts, men, and do your duty ;" lie ,vas greatly ex­
posed. 

R1c;1'p. G1LCHR1ST, Dublin, Stark's Regt. At the . rail fence the 
whole action·. Putnam rode up as we went on, said, " push on, Col. 
Stark, the enemy have landed and formed." I saw Gen. Putnam 
several times on foot encouraging the men. 

Br,;NJ':'11\IANN, Capt. in Reed's Regt. \Vas stationed at rail fence; 
was at dmner when the alarm was first gh·en, and orders to march~ 
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Jn the latter part of the engagement I saw Gen. Putnam on my right, 
toward the redoubt. ' 

IsRAEL HuNT, Dunstable, Bridge's Regt. Gen. Putnam and Capt. 
Ford brought an iron field-piece to the rail fence, and fired it a mun­
her of times. 

JoSEPlf TRASK, Billerica, Gardner's Regt. Gen. Putnam ordcrecl 
us down to right of fort ; rode back of our Regt. and said, " if any 
one offered to desert, run him through." 

FnANcrs DAvmsoN, Londonderry, Ford's company, at rail 
fence. The enemy marched toward us under a heavy fire from 
their ships and their field pieces. We were ordered to lie down till 
the enemy were near enough to be within good gun shot ; this order 
was given by Gen. Putnam, who was near us at the time. 

JoB SPAFFORD, Berlin, a Serjeant, Gen. Ward's Regt. , \Ve went 
to the rail fence. Gen. Putnam was employed in different places ; 
but the first time I remember distinctly to have seen him was about· 
the time the retreat was ordered. lie ordered us to retreat, by 
speaking, and by motion of his swor<l. Ile seemed to have the chief 
command on the hill and whem we were. 

JESSE S:111TH, Salem, ( a respectable ll!ercliant,) was at rail fence ; 
tired 16 rounds : went off to get his musket fixed. Going up Bunker 
Hill saw Col. Gardner wounded, and saw Gen. Putnam on his horse 
riding about frothing at the mouth, urging the men there down to 
the line of battle ; returning to the line, retreat began. , 

· A. DrcKERsoN, Amherst, \Voodbridge's Regt. This and Col. 
Brewer's Regt. were led on by Gen. Putnam as a reinforcement. 

\Vt11. FRENCH, Dunstable. Ry order of Putnam and Pomroy, we 
carried tools to neck ; heard British were coming ; some slunk off, 
a number went on. ,. I went to rail fence, an<l was there all the ac• 
tion. I saw Gen. Putnam a number of times. 

RusSELL DEWEY,Westfield, went on just after action commenced; 
saw Oen. Putnam urging the men into the action with his drawn 
sword., 

BENJ'N BuLLARD, Hopkinton, Capt, in Brewer's Regt. was in 
fort; heard Putnam say," Gods curse you," and saw him riding up 
and down ; knew Lim in French war. 

ENos LAKE, Ringe, Reed's Regt. \Vent on just as battle began ; 
fired all my cartridges ; was at rail fence ; saw Putnam behind me 
once. 
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\V)t, Low, Gloucester. Putnam or<lere<l 11s lo carry off intrench .. 
it1g tools ; our company went, followed him in Indian file down tlw 
Hill ; the shot flew as thick as hailstone. Putnam was as cool as 
ever man was. News came the British were landing ; Putnam then 
said it was too late, ordered every man to take a rail on his back, 
took one himself, went to the other rail fence, and we worked at 
doubling it. Fired 18 out of my 19 cartridges. 

PHILIP DAGLEY, (a respectable Drp. Sheriff at IYP1rb11ryport,for 
nearly 30 ymrs past,) Frye's Regt. Went over night; fought at 
the breastwork till they turned the corner of the rail fence and bPgm1 
to rake the whole breastwork. Saw Putnam pass up and down the 
line on horseback <luring the battle, encouraging the soldiers. The 
shot were very thick where he was ; he had a very calm, encourag­
ing look. Knew him because I had seen him at Cambridge. 

THos. DAvis, Holden. Saw Gen. Putnam on Bunker Hill ; ho 
told a negro he would cut him down if he attempted to run ; he tried 
to get past, and Putnam struck him down with his sword. 

Jom, HoLDF.X, Leicester, Doolittle's RC>gt. Capt. afterwards in 
the army. In his statement and letter to the treasurer he says =-:-· 
Early_in the morning Putnam came to our Regt. stationed the night 
before near Prospect Hill, and ordered it on to the llill by 9 o'clock. 
\Ve went, and soon took post on left'of Col. Stark by rail fence; 
During the action I often saw Gen. Putnam come up to our Rrgt. ; 
he appcarPd very actively engaged in the action. One of the Regt. 
got down behind a haycock ; Gen. Putnam rode up and cried, 
" Gods curse him ! run him thro11gh if he won't fight !" gave him 
one or two blows with his sword aud drove him into the ranks. 

S.rn'L Jo;,;r.s, Sudbury, Doolittle's Rcgt. 

[This gentleman, and t!te npxt wi'.tness of E. Sudlmry, arc 
well known by Dr. Bigelow the distinguis}ied Botanist, as wit­
nesses of the highest respectability.] 

\Vas at the rail fence ; saw Gen. Putnam and spoke with him, he 
encouraged us very much, and rode up and down behind us, his 
horse was all of a lather, and the battle was rroiuo- on very hotly at 
the time. 

0 0 

Jl,Jr. Jones has since informed me, 
Our cannon were brought down behind the rail fence ; " I recol­

lect with perfect distinctness they were fired a number of times." 
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NATHANIEL R1cE, E. Sudbury. ,vas in the fort; fired a musket 
I took from the British at Concord 26 times. Saw Putnam riding 
round, encouraging the people to the utmost, before the battle and 
during the battle. 

JosIAH CLEVELAND, of Canterbury, Conn. in '75, Putnam's Regt. 
Helped build Red.oubt ; fought at rail fence. r1n a detailed state­
ment before Wm. Stevenson, Esq. he says :] ,~Pnt night of· 16th ; 
halted at neck bv Gen. Putnam and ordered to load with 2 balls ; 
to march in profound silence ; Gen. Putnam at our head. Tlwre 
was a consultation of officers on Bunker Hill. Gen. Putnam was 
advanced to front ; suppose he led us to Breed's Hill. Saw him 
soon after arriving there. He ordered out a guard to the shore ; I 
went ; returned at daylight ; found Putnam and others directing the 
works. He was doing this most part of the time till enf'my landed ; 
he then ordered Conn. and part of r,Iass. troops to make the breast­
work at rail fence. Before fire of muskets began, Putnam ordered 
us to lie down, and not to fire till we saw their buttons An old sol­
dier wanted to go off, he said, for water. Gen. Putnam told him, he 
depemled on him as one of his best soldiers ; he persisted, and Gen. 
Putnam ran his sword throngh or into his arm and ma<le him return 
to his duty. Fired 40 cartridges, borrowed 3 more. Eritish had. 
several pieces of field artilllery ; ·one of our pieces was used at the 
rail fence. Knew Gen. Putnam very well. 

SrnEON NOYES, Salem, Little's Regt. was in the fort. He depo­
ses before B. J\lerrill, Esq. Salem :-The bell was ringing, I know 
not whether for l o'clock, or the alarm. Adjutant Jenkins rode up 
nnd hallooed," Turn.out ! the enPmy 's all landed at Charlestown." 
Col. Little and our Capt. went into the fort. Gen. Putnam rode up 
on his oh! white horse, and said to Lieut ,vhitmore, the Capt. be­
ing out of hearing, "Draw off your men here (pointing t1J the mil 
fence,) and man the rail fence ; the enemy are flanking us fast." I 
was an eye-witness of this. Gen. Putnam was not in the fort during 
the engagement ; he was riding to and fro in all parts of the line, 
encouragin,g- the men, pressing them forward, and givil!g orders to the 
officers. lie did not stop long in any one place. I saw him several 
times during the battle. .,Vhen we were retreating, he rode up to 
us with his tent and tent-poles on his horse, and asked why we were 
_retreating. He said, we had been wishing to have the enemy 
come out, and now we had retreatPd, and had left the tools for them 
to fortify with ;-that we ought to be ashamed of such conduct. flut 
our officers thought he was _too fiery, and refused to go back as he 
wished. 
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W,11, l\lARDEX, Portsmouth, Gerrish's Regt. deposes before N. A. 
Haven, Esq. On reaching the top of Bunker Hill, saw Gen. Putnam 
on horseback, riding backward and forward, urging the men onward,; 
to the charge, and presently saw him ride down the hill toward the 
enemy. Ilefore we reached breastwork, retreat commenced. 

The statements of the t\'.'o following witnesses were taken by 
the Author. 

A:uos FosTER, Tewksbury. Putnam came and ordered some men 
to take tools, and he took some and went to Bunker Hill to fortify. 
 
The enemy's fire was so hot to the top of the hill, they had to leave 
 
and retreated to us. While we were firing at the enemy, heard 
 
Putnam tell us, to fire low. Ile was on horseback. I was at the 
 
rail fence; near breastwork. Two of our field-pieces were near me 
 
and fired a number of times. Hill, a Uritish deserter, said we fired 
 

· too high. The pieces were' lowered ; he said, with an oath, "you 
 
have made a furrow through them." lie watched British field-pie­
 
ces, and, when they were about to fire, we all laid down. One man 
 
was burned very badly by a cannon cartridge. I knew Putnam soon 
 
.after Lexington battle. 

Col. \V ADE, of Ipswich, Treasurer of Essex county, Capt. in Lit­
tle's Regt. " The .British field-pieces fired a great deal before small 
arms. I was at the rail fence. I saw Putnam, while we were en­
gaged with the enemy, ridin<; down Bunker Hill. toward the rail 
fence. He was the only officer I .saw on horseback. Ile seemed 
busily engaged bringing on troops. One of our cannon, deserted Ly 
Callender, was fired a number of times at rail fence very near me; 
two men in our Rcgt. Halliday and Dutton, of Newburyport, fired 
one of the cannon 3 or 4 times and hurraed very loud. On the re­
·treat, I saw Putnam on Bunker Hill ; there were intrcnching tools 
there, and he tried to stop our troops to throw up works there. 
Ile said, 'make a halt hen•, my lads, and we can stop them yet.' " 

Tlie following statements were made at .ddj. Gen. Sumner's 
-0.ffice. · . 

Jam, STEVENS, Andover, Frye's Regt. went over night. \Vas in 
tlie fort. Saw Putnam in the fort before small arms fired ; told 
them, not to fire till they saw the white of their eyes. Threatened 
to kill some who fired too soon. 

· · GEORGE LEACH, Salem, \Vhitcomb's Regt. Our company detach­
ed to the hill in the evening. Was at rail fence. Saw Putnam 
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repeatedly during the march to the Hill, urging and directing the 
men where to station themselves. In the height of the action, saw 
Putnam again at the fence encouraging the men. 

DAVID BREWER, Framingham. Our Captain, ·afraid to go on; 
was marching off, when Putnam met us at the neck, and turned us 
back on to the hill. 

Jos. TR .... sK, Billerica, Gardner's Regt. Putnam ordered them 
to make a breastwork on Bunker Hill, which they commenced. A 
~hort time afterwards, Putnam came back, and ordered the Col. to 
march and take a position. Saw Putnam repeatedly at the fence 
during the action, encouraging the men' and officers, calling out to 
the officers to drive the men up, and not let them flinch. Knew 
Putnam well ; for some time one of his guard. 

· Before publishing the Sketch, the Author received the fol­
lowing testimony. 

A Certificate from THOMAS DAY, Esq. Secretary of the State of 
Connecticut, that, from the records of that State, it appears, Gen. 
Putnam was in April, 1775, appointed by the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, Brigadier-General, Colonel of the second Regt. and 
Capt. of the first company of that regiinent. . 

ELIJAH JouRDAN, Bucksfiekl, deposes before a very respec­
table ~lagistrate, Sam'l F. Brown, Esq. who certifies, with an• 
other person, that Jourdan possesses an 1tnblemished char .. 
acter : 

"Helped buil<l the intrenchments, and fought within the intrcnch~ 
rnent till the British took possession of our fort ; during which time, 
I perfectly well remember that Gen. Putnam was in the said in­
trenchment [breastwork] very frequ~ntly during the engagement, 
giving orders as commander in chief; and I perfectly recollect, that 
he \Vas in the fort• when the reinforcement of the British came up. 
While we were waiting for the British to come up the Hill, orders 
were given to us not to fire till we could see the whites of their 
eyes ; an<l this order, I was then told, came from Gen. Putnam ; 
Lut I <lid not hear it from him. I knew Gen. Putnam's person per­
fectly well at that time, having frequently seen him before." 

• Thi• was a little before the battle; during the battle the distinguished hero and patriot 

C'ol. l'r~scott had the entire and uncontrolled command in the Reriouh1. 
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Col. J. PAGE, of Atkinson, stated before John Vose, Esq. : 
" Was in the action. Saw Gen. Putnam, before the action com­

menced, conducting cannon to the fort ; saw him aft~r the firing 
commenced. Well recollects he thought Putnam d1<l not want 
courage." 

A.rno.:i SmTn, Shrewsbury ; statement before S. D, \Varel, 
Esq. 

'' I assisted in prrparing the intrenchment at the rail fence, under 
Putnam's orders; and was,during the whole battle, at that place. Put­
nam was active, so far as I saw, in discharge of his duty. Though 
I served a considerable length of time, never heard that he was 
chargeable with any misconduct. Ile appeared to me to have, and I 
always understood he had, the command of the troops." 

. EzRA RuNNELs, l\Iiddleborough, deposes before \Vilkes 
Wood, Esq. . 

"I belonged to Capt. Gri<lley's artillery company. 1Vent on to 
the Hill with the company, and 2 small pieces, the evening bi>fore 
the battle ; and was at and near the redoubt during the battle, until 
our party retreated. I well remember of seeing Gen. Putnam at the 
Lreastwork during the battle. llefore that time, residing in Groton, 
Connecticut, was personally acquainted with him. I rnpeatedly saw 
him during the action _walking upon the breastwork and animating 
the men to exert themselves. Capt. Gridley, having received some 
cartridges wliich were too large for our pieces, said that nothing 
could be done with them, and left his post, and our company wa3 
scattered. General Putnam came to one of the pieces, near which I 
_stood,and furiously inquired where our oiftcers were ? On being told 
our cartridges were too big, and that the pieces could not be loaded, 
he swore, and said they could be loaded, taking a cartridge> he broke 
it open, and loaded the pieces with a ladle, which was discharged ; ---. 
and assisted us in loading two or three times in that manner." 

Col. Jos. \Vmn101ua.:, Newburyport, Lieut. in Little's Regt. well 
 
known as a most respectable witness, a native of Charlestown, 
 
hroug~t up as an apprentice by Richard Devens, Esq. stated before 
 
a l\lag1strate, Hon. ~benezcr Mosely. "\Vent with part of his com­

pany down to thP left of Redoubt, near some trees which were stand­
 
mg, and there received the attack. Ou the retreat Col. \Vhitmore 
 
was wounded in l1is thigh. The Col. states, that, at lhe very mo111eut 
 
he ~vas wounded, GPn, Warren fell, and was within six feet of him. 
 
As it respects Gen. Putnam, Col. Whitmore statrs, that he knew Gen. 
 
Putnam perfectly wdl ; that he was well acquainted with him in the 
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old French war ; that he saw Gen. Putnam on Breed's Hill when he 
went on with his company, and also on the retreat soon after he was 
wounded, on the side of the Hill. Ile .says, that, well knowing Gen. 
Putnam and the Gen.. knowing him, he said, " General, shan't we 
rally again?" Gen. Putnam said, " Yes, as soon as we can, are you 
wounded?" 

PHILIP JOHNSON, Esq. of Newburyport, same company, 
states before same 1\Iagistrate : 

Was at the rail fence, While there, just before the action 
began, he saw Gen. Putnam on horseback very near him, and dis­
tinctly heard him say, ".l\len, you know you are all marksmen, you 
can take a squirrel from the tallest tree. Don't fire till you see the 
whites of their eyes." Immediately after the first retreat of the 
British, Gen. Putnam rode up.and said, " l\Ien, you have done well, 

· but next time you will do better, aim at the officers." The British 
entered the redoubt'without much firing, and the retreat commenced. 
Just as l\1r. Johnson left his place at the rail fence, about half a gun 
shot from the redoubt, General Putnam rode up, bis horse covered 
with foam, aud said something, he does not distinctly know what, 
and fllde off. " The balls were flying as thick as peas." l\lora 
unexceptionable witnesses than these two never testified. 

CoL. SMALL, Col. PuTNUI, son of the General, states, that, soon 
after the battle, Col. Small sent a present to his father by a flag, with 
warm acknowledgments for the great oLlig-ation he was under. Col • 
.Putnam requesting an explanation, his father said, he had long been 
an intimate friend of Small, and loved him as a brother. That, after 
the enemy were repulsed from the left an<l centre where he was, tho 
firing continued brisk on the rigfa, to which he rode quickly ; the 
enemy were just retreating. The smoke and dust clearing off, the 

· first thing he saw was Small, standing alone, close to the breastwork, 
deserted by his men. An American drew up his piece to level at · 
him ; Putnam prevented him, and halh1oed aloud to those near who 
were prepal"ing to fire : " don't fire, he's a friend of mine.'' He was 
obeyed, and Small, thanking him, escaped. 

~mall, in a subsequent billet, invited Putnam to meet him. By 
\Vashington's advice, he complied; received pressing invitations 
to join the British, and promise of high rank and emolument for 

. himself and sons ifhe would. These offers were spurned, and com­
 
m1111icated to Washington, who advised him, as the times were 
 
jealous, to say nothing of it. 
 

C 
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CoL. afterwards GrcN. SMALL, and Governor of the Island of 
Guernsry, declared to Col. Trumbull and l\Iaj. Garden, at differ­
ent times that Gen. Putnam was in this situation, and in this manner 
saved his life. Col. Small stated this as a motive, which should 
have induced him to attempt, as he afterwards did, to save the life of 
his friend Warren. Ile stated to Dr. Jeffries of Boston, a surgeon 
in the British army, that, when he entered our redoubt, he saw Wa~­
ren retiring, and called to him, for God's sake, to stop, and save Ins 
life. \Varren looked and seemed to recognize him, but kept on, and 
was killed by a ball through his head. These facts Dr. Jeffries re­
lated to the Author, referring to his journal in confirmation of 
them. That \Varren fell in this situation we know from Gen. Dear­
born's statement to \Vilkinson, Gen. Winslow, Col. Whitmore, Col. 
Ilriclge, Dr. Jeffries, and many others. \Ve learn from the Dr. and 
lion. Perez Morton, that he and Small were very intimate. 

Small and Putnam were likewise intimate friends. Gov. Brooks 
informed the author, that when they met at Charlestown, on the ex­
change of prisoners, they ran into each other's arms and kissed each 
other, to the great diversion and astonishment of the country people 
of the army. 

S.oiuEL BASSETT, Stark's Regt. His deposition, lost, was, we 
believe :-Ilis company left Medford later than the rest, was at 
Ploughed hill about f past 2, a little before the fire commenced. 
In about 15 minutes, Gen. Putnam came on. the gallop, and said, 
~, up, my brave boys, for Gocl's sake ! we drive them." 

D.:ACON l\11LLAR, of Charlestown [ we have his written certificate,] 
states, lie was in Garcluer's Regt. ancl just over the neck at the foot 
of Dunker Ilill when the musketry fire began, ancl <lid not see Gen. 
Putnam till he was half way up Dunker !Jill, when he ordered them 
to carry on intrenching tools. 

Though this statement can be reconciled with the numerous 
witnesses, who saw Putnam at the American line when the 
battle began, supposing, while l\Iillar's Regt. marched up to 
the _tools, Putnam left the lines and rode back to this Regt. 
ab?ut ~ of ~ mile, the ri~e of a minute for him, yet Deacon 
l\I1llar 1s mistaken, and c!,d not see Putnam till the action was 

· half over. ,ve offer the statement of l\Ir. ENocu BALDWIN, 
of l\lilton, at Gen. Sumner's office, and more particularly taken 
by his son Aaron Baldwin, Esq. and myself: 

" Was in the same, Gardner's Regt. and serjeant of the leading 
company. Marched to corner of road to Lechmere's Point to a fort 
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where Patterson's Regt. was posted. Gen. \Vard's Aid D. C. came 
some time after battle commenced with orders for us to march to 
Bunker Hill. Passed the Neck by files ; helped drag some cannon . 
to the top of the Hill. Gen. Putnam rode up to the Col. full gallop, . 
and advised him to let his men carry on some intrenching tools ; 
and said, we should not have any more fighting, as the British had 
been beaten twice and had retreated the second time. Near top of_ 
the Hill, we found large stacks of tools, and took some ; but action 
re-commenced, and the Col. said, drop the tools and push on. When 
about a rod from the Redoubt, retreat commenced." 

JunoE WINTHROP* says, he was coming off, the last of the battle, 
and met this Regt. which did not display. [The Col. being wound­
ed, the right did not.] 

JOHN lloPKINs, Templeton, in his statement, 17th June last. Same 
Regt. Came upon the Hill just as they left the Redoubt. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Charlestown, same Regt. Heard the small 
arms long before we arrived at Bunker Hill, and near l\lilk Row ; 
they sounded, compared to the cannon, like the crackling of fagots. 

\V111. DrcKSON, same town and Regt. Before we took up our 
march for Bunker Hill, and before we reached Prospect Bill, I 
am sure I heard the musketry fire. Battle began a great while before 
we reached Bunker Hill. The musket balls flew very thick where 
Putnam was, nearly or quite on top of Bunker Hill. He did not 
seem to mind it. The balls pierced a cartridge-box, a hat, and 
breech of a gun. Putnam had his sword in his hand, and hallooed 
to us to drive up. 

Maj. DAN'L JACKSON, of Newton, Serjeant then in Foster's artille­
·ry company, kept a written journal. On the 17th June, '75, he en­
tered :-" Bunker 1Iill fight was this day. Capt. Foster's company 
" was ordered down ; but they did not get there time enough to 
" do the good they ought, nor Col. Gardner's Regt." [They were 
together.] ' 

Capt. FRAKcrs GREEN, one of the Boston Assessors, of the highest 
 
respectability, was a Serjeant in the same Regt. afterward a Capt. 
 
in the army. " The battle was nearly over when we arrived at 
 
the rail fence. It began, l think, when we were at Patterson's sta­
 
tion. One of our men was wounded by a musket-ball on top of 
 
Bunker Hill. Un our retreat, saw Putnam on Bunker Hill ; he was 
 
in danger from the balls flying there ; he tried to stop us, and to 
 
make us take up intrenching tools, as I understood him to throw up 
 
a breastwork there." 
 

• An. Rev. 
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[N. D. There is no difficulty in reconding the foreg~ing testi­
mony as to Putnam's beino- at the Breastwork when the act10n began 

' b l . dthere, as it diJ first, and at the· rail fence w 1en 1t commence 
'there, afterward, if they were 40 rods apart ; but if necessary,. to 
reconcile witnesses, we may suppose, with Stedman and other high 
authorities, that the rail fence and breastwork approached. very near' 
each other, and were even in contact. 

NOTE n. 
The hot fire to the top of Bunker Hill. 

The musket~y fire appears sufficiently from the evidence imme­
diately preceding, though we have more ; and from Col- Gardner's 
mortal wound from a musket-ball, when Capt. Trevett states he was 
beside him, on top of Bunker Hill. We know that Dritish muskets, 
elevated, will carry near a mile, from our own experience ; and,. 
foim the opinion. of Gen. Millar, Gen. Boyd, and l\laj. Ilrooks, the. 
distance here was little more than !· 

The formidable cannonade is asserted by Renj'n Butman, Po~t­
master of Dixmont, A1110s Foster, before mentioned ; C11pt. Trevett 
lost a gun carriage and one of his mPn by it. Dr. Dexter says, this 
fire kept the top of the II ill clear of troops after 12 o'clock. · 

NOTE C. 

Gen. Putnam's command in the Battle. 

No orders for the ronJuct and command of this expedition can be 
found. Gen. Ward's ordeily book is silent in regard to it. They 
must be gathered from circumstantial evidence and parol testi­
1:1ony. Gen. Putnam's papers were destroyed by Iris son emigra­
tmg to the western country. The only orderly books I find of his 
troops commenced directly after the battle. 

Putnam, accorrling te the oftkial certificatf' of Mr. Day, Secretary
?f the ~ta~e of Connecticut, was aproint!::d Brig: Gen. by that ~olony 
m Apr1l1 75. He came to Cambndge immediately after Lexmgton: 
battle. 27th April. '75, Col. Huntington, of the Conn. troops, writes: 
G~v. Trumbull. from Cambridge (l\lass. Hist. Lib.), " Gen.Ward 
bemg at Roxbury, Gen. Putnam is Commander in Chief at this 
place." His s·on, who was then with him, states, he had a separate. 
command of 3 Regts. near the place where the British landed prG­
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vious to Lexington battle. Maj. Daniel Jackson, the 16. June, '75, 
made the following f'ntry in a journal kept by him at the time :­
" Gen. Putnam with the army went to intrench on Bunker Hill." 

Capt. 'l revett, senior Capt. of artillery, on the <lay of the battle 
inquired officially of his commanding officer, l\Iaj. Gridley, then in 
command of aU the artillery at Cambridge, and whose father, Col.' 
Gridley, was inferior to no one in the councils of war, "who had 
command of the troops ?" and was informed by him, "Gen. Put-' 
nam ;" he observed at the time, " then there is nothing to fear." He 
consequently applied to (ien. Putnam for orders, and received them. 

Doctor Aaron Dexter, in a statement from written memoranda, 
made at the time and preserved by him, says : That, the day after 
the battle, he was at Gen. Ward's quarters, and was informad by the 
officers there, that Gen. Putnam had command of all the troops 
which were sent down over night, and which might be ordered there 
the nl'xt day. 

Col. Humphreys, in his life of Putnam, says, Gen. \Varren 
went to Breed"s Hill over night, and had the command. We 
learn from Col. Putnam, that all the biography of his father, 
during our revolution, was written at l\Iount Yernon, without any 
communication with Gen Putnam on the. sub,1ect, and without his 

_ knowledge. An account of Gen. Putnam's lite, preceding the revo~ 
lution, was communicated to Col. Humphreys, by Dr. Waldo, a man 
of genius, who obtained his information from the Gen. at Col. 
Humphreys' request. 

On the statement of Col. Humphreys, the Rev. l\Ir. Whitney, in a 
note to his funeral discourse on Uen. Putnam, remarks. " The true 
"state of the case was this: The detachment was at first· put under 
,: the command of Gen. Putnam ; with it he took possession of the 
" Hill, and ordered the battle from the beginning to the end. These 
" facts Gen. Putnam himself gave me soon after the battle, and also 
" repeated them to me after his Life was printed." 

Gen. Putnam made these same declarations to his son. In sup­
port of his declarations we have his unsuspected honor and scrupu­
lous religious principlt•s. The Rev. Mr. Mosely states, he was one 
of the main pillars of Mr. Whitney's church ; on account of the 
profanity he hacl committed during the war, he made a public con­
fession and humiliation before the whole church and congregation, 
though his pastor deemed it needless. 

The only tittle of evidence we know of, in opposition to this testi­
mony, is, that Col, Scamman published in a newspaper the report of a 
Court Martial, held on him, and to the very unfavorable testimony of 
Col. Whitcomb, as he is called by the Court, ( who remark that the 
witnesses call him Gen.) Scammau, undoubtedly, if not, the printer, 
by way of revenge annexes the following '' N. B. Col. Whitcrm,b 
" acted as a Gen. Officer, and as there was no Gen. O.ffi.cer wlio com­



" manded on Bunke1· llill, was it not liis duty to have been' 
there'?"* 

It appears from the witnesses in this trial, under oath, that Col. 
Scamman, while the battle was going on, sent to Gen. Putnam at 
Bunker Hill to see if he was wanted, (his Serjeant swears he was 
thus sent, and it is not denied,) and that the Regt. went to the top 
of Bunker IIill; " after which Gen. Putnnm came up and ordered 
" the Regt. to advance, within hearing of Col. Scamman." 

,ve can only say, 3000 of our ancestors would never have gone 
out to battle without some one to command the whole. 

The conduct of Gen. Putnam the night before the battle, and dur­
ing the engagement, has been sufficiently detailed and proved. 

NoTE D. 
The number of the British was about 5,000. 

This is stated in the Pennsylvania Packet, July 3d, '75, from a 
number of authorities; the N. II. Gazette, June 27, '75, from a 
number of authorities. In a letter from Capt. Job Bradford, a near 
relative of Alden Bradford, Esq. 19th June, '75, published in those 
papers, he says : he came out of Boston the 18th, and the British 
troops, which went o_vPr the day of the battle, were 5000. The 
corps of the enemy sent over can't be estimated at less ; they can 
be ascertained from various sources, Ps1wcially De Berniece's plan of 
the battle, of the highest authority. His high standing appears from 
Gen. Gage's employing him, (with another distinguished ofilcer, 
Capt. Brown, son-in-law of the patriot James Otis, afterwards woun­
ded in the battle,) on the dangerous and difficult service of reconnoi­
tring Suffolk and Worccskr counties, preparatory to hostilities. His 
opportunities for gaining information from the battle ground, and 
other sources, were the best which existed. 

NoTE E. 
Duration of the Battle an hour and a ltalf or two lwurs. 

Penn. Packet, June 26, '75 : " An express says, the battle lasted 
about two hours. This account is from Elijah Hyde, a spectator of 
the battle the whole time from Winter Hill." N. II. Gazette, 27, 
June, '75 : " Bore as heavy a fire as was ever known of musketry 
and cannon, for 2 hours." Capt. l\lann, 17, June last, states: 
Batt\11 began about s, and retreat about 5. Gen. Winslow 

* Scamman met Whitcomb early in the day, near Lecbmere Point. Perhaps be knew 

that Putnam was absent from the Uill at that time, and meant \Vhitcomb ought then to 
!,ave been there. 
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stated, the reinforcement arrived a little before 3. [battle began soon 
after.] Gov. Brooks met the troops retreating about :5. 

NoTE F. 
No Battery in .Mystic River. 

Gov. Brooks ; also Dr. Dexter, who was very advantageously sit­
uated on Chelsea marshes to view the engagement, is confident of 
this. ,ve might add a multitude of names ; but this point is almost 
the only one on which witnesses disagree, except as to the time of the 
clock when any thing occurred, in respect to which the mistakes of 
the soldiers are almost ludicrous.* 

There are authoriti€s, perfectly decisive and satisfactory against 
the presence of a battery in the l\Iystic. In a very valuable work, 
" Detail and Conduct of the American \Var under Sir ,vm. Howe," 
&c. praised in the l\fonthly Review, and which rapidly passed to a 
third edition, it is adduced as gross neglect, in the British commander 
that no such battery was placed there. The same charge is repeat­
ed in the history of Stedman, a British officer. There was not any, 
or the .l\Iass. Cong. would have mentioned it,in their official account. 
The mistake arose from the profusion of balls which flew in so many 
directions, and from a floating battery's going up the river directly af­
ter the battle. 

NoTE G. 
Cannon were employed a great deal on both sides. 

Although this has been formally denied, it would be as ridiculous 
gravely to prove a fact so notorious, by accumulating the vast mass 
of uniform testimony on this point, as to show that the breastwork did 
not point up toward Cambridge, but ran down toward the .Mystic. 
,ve might dwell on the emphatic declarations in the official accounts 
of both belligerents, the indisputable testimony of De Berniere, Sted­
-man, and the mass of evidence preceding; we merely add, Capt. Ford 
himself stated to Professor Stearns of the University, that Putnam 
g,lVe him orders concerning Callender's cannon; his men carried them 
to the rail fence ; and that he fired one of them a number of times 
himself. 

* They were very much in the situation of the king of Prussia's serjeant, who wore a bul­

let for a watch, and when his majesty who had learnt this, asked him the time of day by his 

watch, he answered that bis only reminded him that he was to be ready to die at any time 

in hi• Majesty's sen·ice. The ~ing presented him his own watch ; our ancestors gained a 

greater reward. 
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Gen. Winslow stated to me, he was informed by the Uritish ofii.· 
cers that the mistake as to the oversized cannon balls was rectified, 
and a new supply sent over before the engagem<·nt. From subse• 
quent evidence, however, it appears that they were not there in sea• 
son to be employed on the first attack. 

Dr. Jeffries informed me, that the mistake in sen<ling over cartridges 
too large for the . British cannon was conunitkd by a young son of 
.!\laster Lovell, who receivf'd his appointment in the ordnance de. 
partment from old General Cleveland the head of it, who was in love 
with his sister. This mistake perhaps, which rendered the first at. 
tack by their field pieces faint, was decisive of our success on their 
two first attacks, and secured to us all the advantages of a victory 
throughout the engagement. The vny authentic and satisfactory 
work we quoted above," the Conduct of the \Var by Gen. Bowe, 
&c." observes on this subject, " The wretched blunder of oversized 
" balls came fro1n-the dotage of an officer of rank in that corps, who 
"spends all his time with the schoolmaster's daughters. God knows 
"he is old enough; he is no Samson, yet he must have his Dalilah." 

NoTE II. 

We related in the first edition of our Sketch, a. remarkable anec· 
dote of a Clergyman, who was on the battle-ground at Bunker Hill, 
and extremely desirous of saying prayers o\'er the body of Asa Pol­
lard, the first victim who foll. We did so on the authority of Col. 
Prescott himself, and one of his Capts. as reported to us by II on. 
,vm. Prescott, of Boston, the only son of Col. Prescott, and who has 
ever worthily supported the honour of his name. To those, who 
have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is per• 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself·in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John l\Iartin.• He was justly rewarded for his gal· 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Rhode Island Regt. ; and soon after the 
. battle he preached a discourse from the following very appropriflte 
text. Neb. 4, 11. " And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
" and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them : remember 
" the Lord whiclt is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
"your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." This 
tex! and chapter wei:e s~lected with peculiar happiness for the oc• 
cas1on, and the apphcat10n was peculiarly congenial with the taste of 
our ancestors. 

P. S. The minute occurrences of Bunker bill battle have ne..er been published. This will 

be dO)ne by the author,_lf the Public can tolerate any furtber notes on the subject. 

• N, II, Gazette, 18 July 1775. 
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with his sister. This mistake perhaps, which rendered the first at· 
tack by their field pieces faint, was decisive of our success on their 
two first attacks, and secured to us all the advantages of a victory 
throughout the engagement. The very authentic and satisfactory 
work we quoted above," the Conduct of the \Var by Gen. Howe, 
&c." observes on this subject, "The wretched blunder of oversized 
"balls came from·the dotage of a·n ·officer of rank in that corps, who 
"spends all his time with the schoolmastf'l's daughters. God knows 
" he is old enough;· he is no Samson, yet he must have his Dalilah." 

Non: II. 

We related in the first edition of our Sketch, a . remarkable anec• 
dote of a Clergyman, who was on the battle-ground at Bunker Hill, 
and extremely desirous of saying prayers o\'er the body ()f Asa Pol· 
lard, the first victim who fell. We did so on tbe authority of Cul. 
Prescott himself, and one of his Capts. as reported t_o us by Il on. 
\Vm. Prescott, of Boston, the only son of Col. Prescott, and who has 
ever worthily supported the honour of his name. To those, who 
have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is pn· 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself-in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John l\lartin.• Be was justly rewarded for his gal· 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Rhode Island Hegt. ; and soon after the 
battle he . preached a discourse from the following very appropri;,te 
text. Neb. 4. 11. " And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
" and to the rest of the peoph', Be not ye afrai<l of them : remember 
"the Lord w!iiclt is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
"your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." This 
text and chapter were selected with peculiar happiness for the oc• 
casion, and the application was peculiarly congenial with the taste of 
our ancestors. 

P. S. The minute occurrences of Bunker hill battle have never been published. This will 
be d~ne by the autbor,_if the Public can tolerate any further notes on the subject. 

• N. II. Gazette, 18 July 1775. 
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NoTE K, 
. il,>hett Steele (of Dedham) drummer, beat yankee doodle on th~ 

day of the battle, was drum major during the war, instructed by 
Steuben, received two badg<'S ofmerit, and had the honour of catrving 
every flag while the army were opposed to Burgoyne. On 17th 
June last, he had the satisfaction of beating the same tune, on the same 
spot, for the procession which laid the corner stone of a monument to 
commemorate the engagement, and of meeting 200 of his surviviri& 
companions in the battle on the same day, who all declared it the hap~ 
piest of their lives. Parks, (of Cambridge) who blew the ear-piercin<t 
fife for Gardner's reg., afterwards fife major in the army, says yankt-: 
doodle was first employed at this time, being introduced by the 
British to ridicule the yaukees, . Parks' talents are still in requisition 
as an accomplished fifer, and by labour and industry he has h(¥lora­
bly educated and maintained his family of 25 cl1il<lren, 

NoTI': L. 
Frost says, we fought behind some stones tve threw up, on the shore 

of tht Mystic ; I received a ball through the hip, and could not re"' 
treat, but crept in among the British wounded. In the morning I 
was discovered, and an officer ordered me to be carried to the fort ; 
the soldiers damned me and threatened to run me through if I did 
not rise and walk, but I was too stiff to move. They hauled me about 
till I became more limber, I took hold of their shoulders, hopped to 
the fort, was confined in Iloston jail, and canied to Halifax ; in about 
a year, broke jail and went to R. Island to enlist again, but they 
would not accept me on account of my lameness. 
I. 

NoTE l\f. 
Cen. \Vinslow stated, a contribution was made in the army fol' 

Salem and he was pr<'SPnted to \Vashington as having slain Pitcairo1 
who was killed on the British left, according to all authorities. De 
Berniere places his marines there opposed to some houses near the re­
doubt and the "Conduct of the war, &c." says he was shot from some 
Charlestown houses. Four balls were lodged in him. He was much 
beloved iu Boston, and the English papers contain the highest eulogieli 
on him as a gentleman, soldier, husband and father. When slain;. 
his son in. agony exclaimed " I've lost my father," his soldiers ceased 
firing, and responded with that most eloquent eulogy'' we've all ofu1t 
lost a father." His famil( were pensioned, and his son pn>moted 
before bis turu in his fathers corps. 

l\tany northern blacks were excellent soldiers, but southern troops. 
, could not brook an equality with negroes. Nov. 15, 1775, Washing-_ 
ton prohibited their enlistment. Besides Salem, Cuffee Whittemore 
fought bravely in the redoubt. He ha<l a ball through his hat on 
Bunker 1Iill, fought to the last, and when compelled to retreat, though 
wounded, the splendid urms of the British officers .were prizes too 
tempting for him to come off empty handed, he serzed the sword o( 
one ofthem slain in the redoubt, and came off with the tropl1y, which' 

1 
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n a few <lays he unromantically sold. He served faithfully through 
 
he war, with many hair-breadth 'scapes from sword and pestilencf'. 
 

It was not till the 29th June, that some other coloured allies joined 
the Americans, principally out of respect to Putnam, some Indian 
warriors from Canada ; but they were unmanageable and soon dis­
missed. 
, Col. James Reed, a highly ·respectable officer, was stationed at Ti­
conderoga, in '76, and took the small pox, by which he lost his 
eye-sight for life. Col. Stark was dissatisfied at Col. Poor's being 
promoted to a brigadier gen. over him, and his letter to congress, com­
plaining of it, not being noticed, he }Pft the snvice, joined the N. H. 
militia as Brig. Gen. marched with these troops to protect the fron­
tiers, independently of the national army, and gained his famous vic­
tories. Congress had resolved that the instructions wliich he had re­
ceived were destructive of military subordination, but they now in­
quired of him why he did not inform them of his success. He an­
swered that his correspondence with them was closed, as they· had 
not attended to his last letters ; they presented their thanks to him, 
his officers and troops, and promoted him to a Brigadier General. 

The excessive variations in the military career of Col. Nixon are 
scarcely paralleled ; those only of Col. Morgan perhaps can be com­
pa;ed with them. \Ve believe, when he first entered service, a mere 
lad, he was tempted by two other soldiers much older than himself to 
desert, tht·y were taken and condemned to be shot, but on account 
of his youth the platoon was ordered to fire at the two others only, 
and spare him. Ile fell senseless at the shock, and was afterward a 
bra_ve Brig. Gen. But in the new organization of the army, at the 
latter part of the war, was left out of service. 

Putnam's Capt., now Col. Clark, having been promoted, is the old­
est surviving soldier of the battle, being 95, his bodily and mental 
powers are in astonishing preservation, he was one of the most lively 
of those at the celebration in June last, and his son, 64, was kept away 
~~~ . 

The oath for Off. and men was to serve faithfully in the Mass.army for 
defence and security of estates, lives and liberties of the good people 
of this and sister Colonies against ministerial tyranny, and to all other 
enemies and opposers,&c. to adhere to rules and regulations of army, 
obey offi<;ers over them, and disclose to said officers any conspiracies, 
attempts, &c. against said army or colonies. 

Besides the N. H. troops already mentioned,a large company. 110, 
went from Exeter the day after Lexington battle, and staid at Cam­
bridge JO days, till recalled to guard the seaboard. · John T. Gilman, 
afterward in the continental congress, and for 14 years Governor of 
N. Hampshire, went with these troops. 

Gov. Brooks's declaration, page 23, line 5, was not taken in writing. 
. 'Wounded and made Prisoner,. SnjPant Robt. Phelps, Phineas J\evPrs, OJ. 
,v.,r Stevena, Dani. M'Grnth, John Perkin•, Amasa Fisk, DaniPI SPssions, 
Jon~. Norton, Philip J. Pf'ck, Benj. Bigf'low, BPnj Wilson, Archibald M'Jnto&h, 
Dav.'d Kemp. John Deland, Lawrence Sullivan, Timothy Kettl<!, Wm.Robinson,. 
BenJ. Ross, John Dillon, Wm. Keach, Jas. Dodge, Wm. Rollinson, John Lord, 
Jas. Milliken, Stepb Foster. 
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GAGE'S OFFICIAL ACCOUi'iT. 
An alarm was given at break of day, on the I ith inst. by a firing from the 

Lively ship of war; and advice was soon afterward received that the rebels 
had broke ground, and were raising a battery on the heights of the peninsula 
of Charlestown, against the town of Boston. They were plainly seen at work, 
and, in a few hours, a battery of six guns played upon thPir works. Prepara• 
tions were in.tantly made for landing a body of men to drive them off; and 
ten eompaniefi of the grenadiers, ten of light infantry, with the 5th, 38th, 43d; · 
and 52d battalions, with a proportion of field artillery, under the command of 
1uajor general Howe, and brigadier general Pigot, were embarked with great 
expedition, and landed on the peninsula without opposition, under the protec• 
tion of some ships of war, armed vessels, and boats, by whose fire the rebels· 
were kept within their works. The troops f,,rmed as soon as landed; the light 
infantry posu,d on the right, and the grenadiers upon their left. Th<" 5th, and· 
38th battalions drew up in the rear of those carpi, and the 43d and 62d bat• 
talions make a third line. The rebels upon the heights were perceived to be 
in great forcP., and strongly posted. A redoubt was thrown up on the 16th, 
at nigbt, with other w•rks, full of men, defended with canno,., and a large 
body posted in the houses in Charlestown, covered their right flank ; and 
their center and left were covered by a brea~t-work, part of it cannon. 
proof, which reached from the left of the redoubt to the 1\1 vs1ick or l\fedfor,I 
river. This appearance of the rebels' strength, and the 1;.rge columns seen 
pouring- in to their Msistance, occasioned an application for the troopi to be. 
reinforced with some companies of light infantry .and grenadiers, the 47th 
battalion, and the 1st battalion of marines ; the whole when in cnnjnnction1 
makin,;- a body of somethini:- above 2000 men. These troops advanced, form· 
ed in two lines, and the attack began by a sharp cannonade from the fiPld pie­
ces and the howitzers, the lines advancing slowly, and frequently halting to 
give time for thP. artillery to fire. The light infantry was directed to force the 
left poiut of the breast-work, to take the rebel line in flank, and the grenadiers 
to attack in front, supported by the 5th and 52d battalions. These or<lcrs were 
executed with perseverance, under a heavy fire from the vast numbers of the 
rebels ; aud notwithstanding various impediments before the troops could.., 
reach t)1e W!Jrks, and though the left, under brigadier general Pigot, was en­
gaged also with the reheb at Charlestown, which, at a critical moment, wu 
set on fire, the brigadier pursued his point, 11.nd carried the redoubt. 

The r<.>bels were then forced from other strong holds, and pursued till they 
were driven clear off the peninsula, leaving five pieces of c:-annon behin<I them. 
The loss the rebels sustained must have bePn consi<lerable, from the great 
n?mbers they carrie_d ofi' during the time of action, and buried ii, holes, since 
dtscovered ; .exclusive of what they suffered by the shipping and boats; near 
10~ were b~ned the day.aft.,.r, and thirty found wounded, in the field, three of 
which are smce dead. l 1nclose your lordship a return of the killed and wound-· 
~d of his majesty's troops..Thi& action has shown the superiority of the king'it' 
t~oops, w~o, under every disadvantage, attacked and defeated above thre~ 
times their own number, stron;ly posted and covered by hreast·work11, · 
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The conduct of major general Howe was conspicuous on this occasion, and 

his l'Xample inspirited the troops, in which maj. gen. Climon assisted-, who fol­
followed the reinforcement. And in justice to brig. gen. l'igot, I am to add, 
that tlie success of the day must, in gr1>at measm e, be attributed to his firUJnen 
11ncl gallantry. Lii,ut. cols. Nesbitt, Abercrombie, and Clarke; Majors Butler, 
Williams, Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, Mitchdl, Pitcairn and Short, exerted 
themselves remarkably ; and lhe valour of the British officen and soldiers in 
general, was at no time more coospicuous than in this action. 

Killed and wound!'d. 1 Lieut. col., 2 majors, 7 captains, 9 lieutenants, 15 
&erjeants, 1 drummer, 191 rank and file, killed. 3 Majors, 27 captains, 32 
lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 40 serjeants, 12 drummers, 700 rank and file, wounded. 

\· 
MASSACHUSETTS CO~GRESS ACCOUNT. 

In obedience to the order of the general congress, this commiltt>e have in­
quired into the pr«"mises, and, upon the hest information obtaint>d, find, that 
the commanders of the New England army had, about the fourtt>enth ult. re­
ceived advice that g<'neral Gage had i~s;uP.d ordns for a party of the troops 
under his command to post themsPlves on Bunker's bill, a promontory jmt at 
the entrance of the peninsula at Charlestown, \>hich orders were soon to be 
executed; npon which it was determinPd, "'·ith the advice of this committee, 
to send a party, who might erect soml' fortifications ,ipon the said hill, and de­
feat the de~ign of onr e11P1nies. Accordingly, on the 16th ult., orders were 
issued that a drtachmt>nt of one thousand men should that evf'ning march to 
Charlestown, and intrench upon that hill Just before nine o'clock th<'y left 
Cambridge, and proceeded to Brel'd's Hill, situated on the furth!"r part of the 
peoimula, next tf> Bt>ston, (for by some mistake this hill was marked out for 
the intrenchm<'nt instead of the othP.r.) l\lany things being nect'ssary to be 
done pr~paratory to the intrenchmf'nts being thrown up, "hich could not be 
dooe before, lest the enPmy should discover and defeat the design, it was near• 
ly twelve o'clock before the works were entered npon. Tht>y were then carri~d 
on with the utmost diligence and alacrity ; so that by the dawn of day they 
had thrown up a small redoubt about eight rods square. At this time a 
heavy fire began from the en<>mys ships, R number of floatinl?" batteri~s, and 
from a fortification of the ent'my's, upon Copp's Hill, in Boston, directly op· 
p0site our littlt> redoubt. An incessant shower of shot and bombs was rained 
by these upon our works. The Americans continued to labour ind!"fatigably 
till they had thrown up a small breast-work, extending from the east side of 
the redoubt to the bottom of the hill, but were prevented completing it by the 
intolerable fire of the enemy. B<"tween twelve and one o'dock, a number of 
boats and barges, tilled with the regular troops from Boeton, were observed 
approaching towards Charlestown ; these troops landed at a place called 
Morf'ton 's Point, situated a littl<" to the eastward of 011r works. This brigade 
formed upon their lan<:ling, and stood thus formed till It second detachment 
arrived from Boston to join tht>m; having sent out large flank guards, they 
began a very slow march towards our lines. At this instant, smoke and flames 
were seen to ari~e from the town of Charlestown, which had been set on fire 
by the enrmy, that the smokl' might cover their attack upon our lines, and 
perhaps with a dei,ign to rout or destroy one or two of our regiments who had 
been posted in that town. If either of tbt'se was their design, they were dis­
app· inted · for the wind shifting on a sudden, carried the smoke another way, 
and the re~iments wt.rt' already removed. Our troops, within their intrench­
ments, impatientl_v 'tWaited tht' attack of the t'nemy, and reservt>d their tire 
till they came within tf'n or twelve rods, and then began a furious disch11rge of 
small arms. This fire 1trrested the enemy, which tht>y for some time returned, 
without advancing a step, and thf'n retreated in disorder and with great pre, 
cipitalion to the place of landing, and some of them songht refuge even within 
their boats. Here the officers were observed by the spectators on the opposite 
shore, to run down to them, using the most passionate g-estures, and pushing 
the rn«'n forward with their swords. At length they w~re rallied, and march, 
ed up, with apparent reluctance, towar<ls the intreechments ; the Americans 
again reserved their fire until the enemy came within fiye or six rods, and a 
second time put the regulars to flight, 11·ho ran in great co~fusion tewards their 
boats. Similar and Ruperior exertions were now nect>ssar1ly made by the offi. 
cers, which, notwithstan,!ing the men discovered an almost insuperable relnc• 
!ance to fighting in thia cause, were again succt>ssful. They , formed once 
more, and having brought some cannon to bear in such a manner as lo rake· 
the inside of the brt'ast-work, from one end of it to the other, our troops re­
tfei\tecl wi\hio their little fort, The ministerial army now made a decisiv4 
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effort. The fire from the ships and batt~rie~, as well as from the cannon in 
the front of their army, was 1edoubled. The officers in the rear of their 
army were observl'd to goad forward the men with renc\led. exertions, and they 
attacked the redoubt on thrPe side~ at once. The breast-work on the outside 
of the fort was abandoned ; our ammunition was expPnded, and but few of our 
troops had bayonPts to affix to their muskets. Cnn it then bl!' wondered_ that 
the word was given by the commander of the party to· retreat? but this he 
delayed till the redoubt was half filled _with regul~rs, and our. troops h~d kept 
the enemy at bay some time, confrontmg them with the butt end of their mus­
kets, the retreat of this little ham.I fol of brave men would have been effoctually 
cut oil', bad it not happened that thl' flanking party of the enemy, which was to 
have come upon the back of the redouht, was checked by a party of our men, 
whJfouoht with the utmost brav~ry, and kPpt them from advancing farther 
than the°heach; the engagement of th,.sP. two parties was kept up with the 
utmost vigour ; and it must ht> acknowledg"d that this party of the ministerial 
troops evinced a courage worthy of a better cause: all their effo;ts however 
were insufficient to compel their equally gallant opponents to retreat, till their 
main body had left the hill ; perc1>iving this was done, they thl'n gave ground, 
but with more regularity than could be expected of troops who had no longer 
been under discipline, and many of whom never before iiaw an Engagement. 

In this retreat the Americans had tn pass over the neck which joina the 
peoinsnla of Charle;;town to the main land. This neck was commanded by the 
Glasgow m11n of war, and two floating bacteries, placed in such a mairnn as 
that their shot raked every part of it. The incessant fire kept up across this 
neck had, from the beginning of the P-ngagement, prevenlt:d .any 1:bnsiderable 
reinforcements from getting to . onr troops on the hill, and it wa~ f~ared it 
would cut offtheir retreat, but they retired over it with littlt! or no loss: • ,, .. 

With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the ministerial gener.als again t&ok 
possession of the hill which had served them as a retreat in flight from the 
battle of Concord. It was expected that they would prosecute the supposed 
advantage they had gained, by marching immediately to Cambridge, which 
was distant but two miles; an,! which was not then in a state of defence. This 
they failed to do. The wonder excited by such conduct soon ceased, when, by 
the best accounts from .Boston, we are told, that of 3000 men who marched out 
upon this expedition, no less than 1500 (ninety-two of whom werP. commission­
ed officers) were killed or wounded ; and about 1200 of them either killl'd or 
mortall,v wounded. Such a slaughter was perhaps ne•PI' before made upon 
British troops in the space of about an hour, during which the heat of the en• 
gagement lasted, by about 1500 men, which were the most that were at any 
time engaged on ·the American side. The loss of the New England army 
amounted, according to an exact n,turn, to 145 killed and missing, and 304 
woundP.d : thirty of the first were wounded and takl'n prisonerg by the enPmy. 
Among the dead was major grneral Jos.EPH W .ARRF.1<, a man whose memory 
will be endeared to his countrpmen, and to the worthy in every part and age of 
the world, so long cu virtue and valour shall be esteemed among mankind. The 
heroic colonel Gardner, of Cambridgl', has since died of his wounds ; nod 
the brave lit'utenant colonel Parker of Chrlimford, who was wounded and 
taken prisonor, perished in Boston gaol. Thesl' three, with major Moore, and 
major M'Clary; who nobly struggled in the cause of their country, were the 
only officers of distinction which we lost. Some officers of great worth though 
inferior in rank, were killed, whom we deeply lament. But the offic:rs and 
soldiers in general, who were wounded, are inn fair way of recovery. · The 
town ?f Charlestown, th~ buildings of which were large and rlegant, and which 
contamed effects ~elongmg to the unhsppy sufferers in Boston, to a vPry great 
amount, was entirely destroyed, and it~ chimniPs and cellars nnw pr!'sent a 
prospect to the Americans, exciting an indignation in tht>ir bosoms, which 
nnthmg can appease but the sacrifice of those ·miscreants, who havP introduced 
horror, desolation, and havoc into these once happy abodes of liberty, peace, 
and plenty. .We wish for no farther effusion of blood, if tho freedom and 
peace of A~erica can be secured without it; but if it must be otherwoise, we 
are deteri:iuned to struggle. We disdain life withnut liberty;· 

Oh Britons ! be wisP. for yourselvf's before it is too latP. · and secure a 
frie~dly inttrcourse with the Amnican colnnies ; disarm your 'ministt>rial as· 
sassms ; put an ~nd to this unmdnral war, and suif~r not any rapacious despots 
to am.use rou with th~ unprofitable ideas of your right to tax and officer the 
cnlon~es, 1111 the most profitable and advantageous trade you have is sacrificed. 
Be wise. for yourselves, and the Americans will contribute to and rejoice in your 
prosperity. J. P.t.LMER, per order. 
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