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CHAPTER LV. 

FROM THE l'EACE OF NIKIAS TO THE OLYMl'IC FESTIVAL OF 

OLYllPIAD 90. 


Negotiations for peace during the winter after the hattle of Amphipolis. 
Peace called the Peace of Nikias -concluded in :March 421 B.c. Condi
tions of peace. - Peace accepted at Sparta by the majority of members 
of the Peloponnesian alliance. -The most powerful members of the alli
ance refuse to accept the truce-Bceotians, .Megarians, Corinthians, and 
Eleians. -Position and feelings of the Lacedremonians - their great 
anxiety for peace - their uncertain relations with Argos. - Steps taken 
by the Lacedremonians to execute the peace -Amphi polis is not restored 
to Athens-the great allies of Sparta do not accept the peace.- Sepa
rate alliance for mutual defence conclnded between Sparta and Athens. 
Terms of the alliancc.-Athens r~stores the Spartan captives.-:Mis
management of the political interests of Athens by Nikias and the peace 
party. - By the terms of the alliance Athens renounced all the ad van
tages of her position in reference to the Lacedromonians - she gained 
none of those concessions upon which she calculated, while they gained 
materially. -Discontent and remonstrances of the Athenians against 
Sparta in consequence of the non·peiformance of the conditions-they 
repent of having given np the captives-excuses of Sparta. -New com· 
binations in Peloponncsns-snspicion entertained of concert between 
Sparta and Athens -Argos stands prominently forward-state ofArgos 
-aristocratical regiment of one thonsand formed in that city.-The 
Corinthians prevail upon Argos to stand fonnml as head of a new Pelo
ponncsian alliance.-CongTcss of recusant Peloponncsian allies at Corinth 
-the :Mantineians join Argos-state of Arcadia-rivalship of 'fegea 
and .l\Iantincia. - Remonstrances of Lacedremonian envoys at the con
gress at Corinth - redefence of the Corinthians -pretence of religious 
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scruple. -The Breotians and ::.Iegarians refuse to break with Sparta, or 
to ally themselves with Argos -the Corinthians hesitate in actually join
ing Argos. - The Eleians become allies of Argos- their reasons for 
doing so - relations with Lepreum- the Corinthians now join Argos 
also.-Hcfusal of Tegea to separate from Sparta. - The Corinthians are 
disheartened - their application through the Breotians to Athens. - The 
Lacedremonians emanl'ipatc the Arcadian subjects of Mantincia - they 
plant the Bra;;ider..n Helots at Lcpreum. - Treatment of the Spartan cap
tives after their liberation from Athens and return to Sparta - they are 
disfranchised for a time and in a qualified manner.-The Athenians re
capture Skione- put to death all the adult male~. -Political relations 
in Peloponnesus -change of ephors at Sparta-tire new ephors are 
hostile to Athens. - Congress at Sparta - Athenian, Breotian, and Co
rinthian deputies, present -long debates, bnt no settlement attained of 
any one of the disputed points - intrigues of the anti-Athenian ephors 
- Kleobulus and Xenares. - These ephors try to bring about underhand 
an alliance between Sparta nnd Argos, through the Breotians - the pro
ject fails.-The Lacedremonians conclude a special alliance with the 
BOJotians, thereby violating their alliance with Athens - the Breotians 
raze Panaktum to the ground. - Application from the Argeians to Sparta, 
to renew the expiring treaty. Project of renewed treaty ag:reed upon. 
Curious stipulation about combat by champions, to keep the question 
open about the title to Thyrca. -Laced:x:monian envoys go first to BOJo
tia, next to Athens-they find Panaktum demolishccl-thcy ask for the 
cession of Pylos from Athens. - The em·oys are badly received at Athens 
- angry feeling ap:ainst the Laccdremonians. - Alkibiades stands for
ward as a party· leader. His education and character. - Great energy 
and capacity of Alkibiades in public affairs - his reckless expenditure
lawless demeanor- unprincipled character, inspiring su3picion and alarm 
- military service. - Alkibiades - Sokrates - the Sophists. - Conflict
ing sentiments entertained towards Alkibiades -his great energy and 
capacity. Admiration, fear, hatred, and jealousy, which he inspires. -
Alkibiades tries to renew the ancient but interrupted connection of his 
ancestors with Laccd:cmon, as proxeni. - The Spartans reject his ad
vances - he turns against them - alters his politic", and becomes their 
enemy at Athens. - Ile tries to bring Athens into alliance with Argos. 
He induces the Argcians to send envoys to Athens - the Argcians 
eag:erly embrace this opening, and drop their negotiations with Sparta. 
Embassy of the Laccdrumonians to ·Athens, to press the Athenians not to 
throw up the allianee. The envoys are fm·orably received. -Trick by 

-which Alkibi.u!es cheats and disgraces the envoys, and baffles the Lace· 
dremonian project. Imlignation of the Athenians against Sparta. 
:Xikias prevails with the asscmL!y to send himself and others as envoys 
to Sparta, in orqcr to clear up the cmharrasrn1ent.- Failure of the em
hassy of Nikias at Sparta-Athens eondudcs the alliance with Argos, 
}:Jis, and Mantincia, - Conditions of this convention and alliance. 
Complicated relations among the Grceian states as to treaty and alliance. 
- Olympic festirnl of the 90th Olympiad, July 420 n.c., its memorable 
clumwtcr. -·First appcaranee of Athens at the Olympic festival since the 
beginning of the war. Immense clisplay of Alkibiades in the chariot
racc. -The Eleians exclude the Spartan sacred legation from this Olym· 
pie festival, in consequence of alleged violation of the Olympic truce.
Alarm felt at the festival lest the Spartans should come in arms. - De· 
pressed estimation of Sparta throughout Greece- Hcrakleia...... . 1-61 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

FROM THE FESTIVAL OF OLYMPIAD 90, DOWN TO TIIE BATTLE OF 
n!ANTINEIA. 

New policy of Athens, attempted by Alkibiades. - Expedition of Alkibiades 
. into the interior of Peloponnesus. -Attack npon Epidaurus by Argos 

and Athens. -l\Iovcmcnts of the Spmians and Argeians.-The sacrecl 
month Karneins -trick played by the Argeians with their calendar 
Congress at l\fantineia for peace -the discussions provo abortive. 
Athenian lordship of the sea - the alliance between Athens and Sparta 
continues in name, but is indirectly violated by both.- Invasion of Argos 
by Agis and the Lacedremonians, Bceotians, and Corinthians. -Approach 
of the invaders to Argos by different lines of march. - Superior forces 
and advantageous position of the invaders -danger of Argos-Agis 
takes upon him to grant an armistice to the Argeians, and with.draws the 
army - dissati>faction of the allies. - Severe censure against Agis on 
his retum to Sparta. - Tardy arri,·al of Alkibiades, Larhes, etc .. with 
the Athenian contingent at Argos- expedition of Athenians, Eleians, 
Mantineians, and Argeians, against the Arcadian town ofOrchomenns. 
Plans against Tegca - the Eleians return home. - Danger of Tegea -
Agis and the Lacedmmonians march to its relief. -1\fancennes of Agis 
to bring on a battle on fair ground. -Forward march and new· position 
of the Argeians. - The Lacedromonians are surprised : their sudden and 
ready formation into battle order. - Gradation of command and responsi
bility peculiar to the Lacedrnmonian army. - Lacedremonian line: priv
ileged po't of the Skiritro on the left. - Uncertain numbers of both 
armies. -Preliminary harangues to the soldiers. - Battle of :l\Iantineia. 
-Movement ordered by Agis, on the instant before the battle ; his order 
disobeyed. His kft wing is defeated. - Complete ultimate victory of 
the Laceclremonians. - Great effects of the victory in reestablishing the 
reputation of Sparta.-Operations of Argcians, Eleians, etc., near Epi
damus. -Political change at Argos, arising out of the battle of l\Iantincia. 
- Olig·archical conspiracy of the Thousand-regiment at Argos, in con
<'ert with the J,acc1lmmonians.-Trcaty of peace between Sparta an1l 
Argos. - 'l'rcaty of alliance between Sparta and Argos - dissolntion of 
the alliance of Argos with Athens, l\Iantineia, and Elis. - Submission of 
l\l:lntincia to Sparta. - Oligarchical revolution effected at Argos by tbe 
Thousand, in concert with the Lacedmmonians. - Oligarchy in Sikyiin 
and the towns in Achaia. - Violences of the Thousand at Arg·os: conn
tcr-revolntion in that town: restoration of the democracy. -Proceedings· 
of the restored Argcian Demos: tardiness of Sparta.-Alkibiades at 
Argos: measures for the protection of the democracy. -Nominal peace, 
hnt precarious relations, between Athens and Sparta. - Hclations of 
Athens with Pcrdikkas of l\faeedonia. - Negligence of Athens about 
Amphipolis: imprn,·idence of ~ikias and the peace-party: iuh·emnrons 
speculations of Alkibiades. - Projected contention of ostracism between 
:Kikias and Alkihiades. l'roposition supported by Hyperbolus.- Gradual 
dcsnctnr!e of the ostrarism, a,.; the democracy became assured. - Siege of 
l\l&los hy the Athenians. - Dinlogue set forth by Thucydit!es, between 
the Athenian enrnys and the Executive Council of l\lelos. -J,angungc 
represented by Thuc~·dides as having been held by the Athenian enrnys 

A* 
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- with the replies of the Meliam. -Refusal of the !lfelians to submit. 
Sieg:e and capture of Me!os. - Remarks upon the event. - View taken 
by Thucydides of this incident. - Place which it occupies in the general 
historical conception of Thucydides ..•...••..•..............• 61-118 
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ing out of the Pcloponnesian war, 431 n.c. - Helations of Sicily to 
.Athens and Sparta - altcn'd hy the rprnrrel between Corinth and Kor
kyra and the intcn·ention of Athens.- Expectations entertained by 
Sparta of aid from the Sicilian Dorians, at the beginning of the Pelopon
nesian war. Expectations not realized. -The Dorian cities in Sicily 
attack the Ionian cities in Sicily. - The Ionic cities in Sicily solicit aid 
from Athens - first Athenian expedition to Sicily under Laches. 
Second expedition mHkr Pythrnl(lrns. - Indecisive operntions near l\Ics
sene and Rhegium. -Defrat of the Mcsscnians hy the Naxians and 
Sikels, near Naxos. - Enrymcdon and Sophokli'<, with a larger .Athe
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Effect of this speech-increased eagerness of the assembly for the expe
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dition - order and unanimity in reference t.o the plun. -Excitement in 
the city among all classes - great increase in the seale on which the ex
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Review of these preliminar_y proceedings to the Sicilian expedition. 
Advice and influence of Niki as. -Ail ,·ice a nil influence of .Alkihiac!es. 
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Preparations for the expedition against Sicily- general enthusiasm and 
sanguine hopes at Athcns.-.Abundancc in the Athe!lian trca'1iry-clis
play of wealth us well as of force in the armament. - Mutilation of the 
Herm::e at Athens. Numbers and sanctity of the Herm::e.- Violent ex
citement and religious alarm produced by the net at Athens. -The 
authors of the act unknown - but it "·as certain Iv done bv design and 
conspiracy. - Various parties suspected - p:rcat p1:ohuhility beforehand 
that it would induce the Athenians to abandon or postpone the expedi
tion. -The political enemies of Alkibiades take advantage of the reign
ing excitement to try and ruin him. - .Anxiety of the Athenians to detect 
and punish the conspirators - remmls offered for information. - In
formations p:iven in - commissioners of inquiry appointed. - First accu
sation of AlkibiarlCs, of having profaned and divulged the Eleusinian 
mysteries. - Violent speeches in the asscml>ly against Alkibiades unfa
vorably received. - He denies the charge and demands immediate trial
his demand is eluded hy his enemies. - Departure of the armament from 
Peirreus-splendor an1l exciting eharacter of the spcctacle.-Solcmni
ties of parting, on shiphoarcl and on the water's edge. -J<'ull muster of 
the armament at Korkyra. - Prog-rcss to Hheginm- cold reception by 
the Italian cities. -Feeling at Syraeme as to the approaching armament 
- disposition to undermine its magnitncle, and even to question its in
tended coming. - Strenuous exhortations of IIcrmokrates, to be prepared. 
-Temper and parties in the Syracnsan assembly. -HPply of Athenng
oras, the popular orator. - Interposition of the strateg·i to moderate the 
violence of the debnte. - HelatiYe position of Athenagoras anrl other par
ties at Syraruse.-Pacitic dispositions of Athenap:oras.- His general 
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Peisander and Charik!es the commissioners of inquir>"· -- Information of 
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to such removal. - The armament remains in the Great Harbor, neither 
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III STORY OF GREECE. 


PART II. 

CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GREECE. 

CHAPTER LV. 

FROM THE PEACE OF NIKIAS TO THE OLYMPIC FESTIVAI, OF 
01Y~IPIAD NIXETY. 

l\IY last chapter and last volume terminated with the peace 
called the Peace of Nikias, concluded in 1\Iarch 421 B.c., between 
Athens and the Spartan confederacy, for fifty years. 

This peace - negotiated during the autumn and winter suc
ceeding the defeat of the Athenians at Amphipolis, wherein 
both Kleon and Brasidas were slain - resulted partly from the 
extraordinary anxiety of the Spartans to recover their captives 
who had been taken at Sphakteria, partly from the discourage
ment of the Athenians, leading them to listen to the peace-party 
who acted with Nikias. The general principle adopted for 
the peace was, the restitution by both parties of what had been 
acquired by war, yet excluding such places as had been surren
dered by capitulation: according to which reserve the Athenians, 
while prevented from recovering Platrea, continued to hold 
Nisma, the harbor of l\Iegara. The Lacedremonians engaged to 
restore Amphipolis to Athens, and to relinquish their connection 
with the revolted allies of Athens in Thrace; that is, Argilus, 
Stageirus, Akanthus, Skolus, Olynthus, and SpartOlus. These 
six cities, however, were not to be enrolled as allies of Athens 
unless they chose voluntarily to become so, but only to pay reg

voL. vu. · 1 loc. 
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ularly to Athens the tribute originally assessed by Arioteides, as 
a sort of recompense for the protection of the .iEgean sea against 
private war or piracy. Any inhabitant of Amphipolis or the 
other cities, who chose to leave them, was at liberty to do ~o, and 
to carry away his property. Farther, the Laceda~mouians cov
enanted to restore Panaktum to .Athens, together with all the 
Athenian prisoners in their possession. As to Skione, Torone, 
and Sermylus, the Athenians were declared free to take their 
own measures. On their part, they engaged to relea:,;e all cap
tives in their hands, either of Sparta or her allies ; to restore 
Pylus, Kythera, l\lethone, Pteleon, and Atalante ; nnd to liberate 
all the Peloponnesian or Brasidean soldiers now under blockade 
in Skione. 

Provision was also made, by special article8, that all Greeks 
should have free access to the sacred Pan-Hellenic fostirnls, 
either by land or sea; and that the autonomy of the Delphian 
temple should be guaranteed. 

The contracting· parties swore to abstain in future from all 
injury to each othe1-, and to settle by amicable decision any dis
pute which might arise.I 

Lastly, it was provided· that if any matter should afterwards 
occur as having been forgotten, the Athenians and Lacedremo
nians might by mutual consent amend the treaty as they t-hought 
fit. So prepared, the oaths were interchanged between seYenteen 
principal Athenians and as many principal Lacedmmonian~. 

Earnestly bent as Sparta herself was· upon the peace, and 
ratified as it had been by the Yote of a majority among her con
federates, still, there was a powerful minority who not only re
fused theit'. assent but strenuously protested against its conditions. 
The Corinthians were discontented because they did not receive 
back Sollium and Anaktorium ; the l\lcgarians, because they did 
not regain Nisma ; the B<£otians, because Panaktum was to be 
restored to Athens: the Eleians also on some other ground 
which we do not distinctly know. All of them, moreover, took 
common offence at the article which provided that. Athens and 
Sparta might, by mutual consent, and without consulting the 
allies, amend the treaty in any way that they thought proper.2 

1 Thucyd. v, 17-29. • .Thucyd. v, 18. 
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Though the peace was sworn, therefore, the most powerful mem
bers of the Spartan confederacy remained all recusant. 

So strong '"as the interest of the Spartans themselves, how
C\'er, that having obtained the favorable vote of the majority, 
they resolved to carry the peace through, even at the risk of 
breaking up the confederacy. Besides the earnest de,;ire of 
recovering their captives from tlte Athenians, they were farther 
alarmed by the fact that their truce for thirty years concluded 
with Argos was just now expiring. They had indeed made ap
plication to Argos for renewing it, through Lichas the Spartan 
proxenus of that city. But the Argeians had refused, except 
upon the inadmissible condition that the border territory of Ky
nuria should be ceded to them : there was reason to fear therefore 
that this new and powerful force might be thrown into the scale 
of Athens, if war were allowed to continue.I 

Accordingly, no sooner had the peace been sworn than the 
Spartans proceeded to execute its provisions. Lots being drawn 
to determine whether Sparta or Athens should be the first to 
make the ce;sions required, the Athenians drew the favorable 
lot: an advantage so very great, under the circumstances, 
that Tiieophrastus affirmed ::Nikias to haYe gained the point 
by bribery. There is no ground for believing such alleged 
bribery; the rather, as we shall presently find ::Nikias gratu
itously throwing away most of the benefit which the lucky lot 
conferred.2 

The Spartans began their compliance by forthwith releasing 
all the Athenian prisoners in their hands, and de~patching Is
chagoras with two other envoys to Amphipolis and the Thracian 
towns. These envoys were directed to proclaim the peace as 
well as to enforce its observance upon the Thracian towns, and 
especially to c~mmand Klearidas, the Spartan commander in 
.Amphipolis, that he should surrender the town to the Athenians. 
llut on arriving in Thrace, these enrnys met with nothing but 
unanimous opposition: and so energetic were the remon~trances 
of the Chalkidians, both in Amphipolis and out of it, that e,·cn 
Klearidas refused obedience to his own government, pretending 
that he was not strong enough to surrender the place against the 

1 Thucyd. v, 14, 22, 76. 2 Plutarch, Nikias;c. IO. 
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resistance of the Chalkidians. Thus completely baffled, the 
envoys returned to Sparta, whither Klearidas thought it prudent 
to accompany them, partly to explain his own conduct, partly in 
hopes of being able to procure some modification of the terms. 
But he found this impossible, and he was sent back to Amphip
olis with peremptory orders to surrender the place to the Athe
nians, if it could possibly be done ; if that should prove beyond 
his force, then to come away, and bring home every Peloponne
sian soldier in the garrison. Perhaps the surrender was really 
impracticable to a force no greater than that which Klearidas 
commanded, since the reluctance of the population was doubtless 
obstinate. At any rate, he represented it to be impracticable : 
_the troops accordingly came home, but the Athenians still re
mained excluded from-Amphipolis, and all the stipulations of the 
peace respecting the Thracian towns remained unperformed. 
Nor was this all. The envoys from the recusant minority (Cor
inthians and others), after having gone home for instructions, 
had now come back to Sparta with increased repugnance and 
protest against the injustice of the peace, so that all the efforts 
of the Spartans to bring them to compliance were fruitless.1 

The latter were now in serious embarrassment. Not having 
executed their portion of the treaty, they could not demand that 
Athens should execute hers: and they were threatened with the 
double misfortune of forfeiting the confidence of their allies 
without acquiring any one of the advantages of the treaty. In 
this dilemma they determined to enter into closer relations, and 
separate relations, with Athens, at all liazard of offending their 
allies. Of the enmity of Argo~, if unaided by Athens, they had 
little apprehension; while the moment was now favorable for 
alliance with Athens, from the decided pacific ten<lencies reigning 
on bpth sides, as well as from the known philo~Laconian senti
ment of the leaders Nikias and Lachcs. The Athenian envoys 
Lad remained at Sparta ever since the swearing of the peace, 
awaiting the fulfilment of the conditions; Nikias or Laches, one 
or both, being very probably among them. ·when they saw that 
Sparta was unable to fulfil her bond, so that the treaty seemed 
likely to be cancelled, they would doubtless encourage, and per

1 Thucyd. v, 21, 22. 
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haps may even have suggested, the idea of a separate alliance 
between Sparta and Athens, as the only expedient for covering 
the deficiency; promising that under that alliance the Spartan 
captives should be restored. Accordingly, a treaty was concluded 
between the two, for fifty years; not merely of peace, but of 
defensive alliance. Each party pledged itself to assist in repel
ling any invaders of the territory of the other, to treat them as 
enemies, and not to conclude peace with them without the consent 
of the other. This was the single provision of the alliance, with 
one addition, however, of no mean importance, for the security 
of Lacedmmon. The Athenians engaged to lend their best and 
most energetic aid in putting down any rising of the Helots 
which might occur in Laconia. Such a provision indicates pow
erfully the uneasiness felt by the Laccda~monians respecting their 
serf~population: but at the present moment it was of peculiar 
value to them, since it bound the Athenians to restrain, if not 
to withdraw, the 1\Iessenian garrison of Pylos, planted there 
by themselves for the express purpose of provoking the Helots 
to revolt. 

An alliance with stipulations so few and simple took no long 
time to discuss. It was concluded very speedily after the return 
of the envoys from Amphipolis, probably not more than a month 
or two after the former peace. It was sworn to by the same 
individuals on both sides; with similar declaration that the oath 
should be annually renewed, and also with similar proviso that 
Sparta and Athens might by mutual consent either enlarge or 
contract the terms, without violating the oath. 1 l\Ioreover, the 
treaty was directed to be inscribed on two columns: one to be set 
up in the temple of Apollo at Amyklx, the other in the temple 
of Athene, in the acropolis of Athens. 

The most important result of this new alliance was something 

1 Thucyd. v, 2.3. The treaty of alliance seems to have been drawn up at 
Sparta, and approved or concerted with the Athenian envoys; then sent to 
Athens, and there adopted by the people; then sworn to on both sides. 
The interval between this second treaty and the first (ob 7rolclc0 vrrupov, v, 
24), may have been more than a month: for it comprised the visit of the 
Laccdremonian envoys to Amphipolis and the other towns of Thrace, the 
manifestation of resistance in those towns, and the return of Klearidas to 
Sparta to give an account of his conduct. 
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not specified in its provisions, lmt understood, we may be well 
a;;sured, between the Spartan ephors and Nikias at the time when 
it was concluded. All the Spartan captives at Athens were forth
with restored.I 

Nothing can demon~trate more powerfully the pacific and 
acquiescent feeling now reigning at Athens, as well as the strong 
philo-Laeonian inclinations of her leading men (at this moment 
Alkibiades was competing with Nikias for the favor of Sparta, 
as will be stated presently), than the terms of this alliance, 
which bound Athens to assist in keeping down the Helots, and. 
the still more important after-proceeding, of restoring the Spar
tan captives. Athens thus parted irrevocably with her best card, 
and promised to renounce her second best, without obtaining the 
smallest equivalent beyond what. was contained in the oath of 
Sparta to become her ally. For the last three years and a half, 
ever since the capture of Sphaktcria, the possession of thesf\ 
captives had placed her in a position of decided adrnntage in 
regard to her chief enemy; adrnntage, however, which had to a 
certain extent Leen countervailed by subsequent losses. This 
state of things "·as fairly enough represented by the treaty of . 
peace deliberately discu:-sed during the winter, and sworn to at 
the commencement of spring, whereby a string of concessions, 
reciprocal and balancing, had been imposed on both parties. 
:Moreover, Athens had been lucky enough in drawing lots to find 
herself enabled to wait for the actual fulfilment of such conces
sions by the Spartans, Lefore she consummated her own. Now 
the Spartans had not as yet realized any one of their promised 
concessions: nay, more ; in trying to do so, they had displayed 
such a want either of power or of will, as made it plain, that 
JJothing short of the most stringent necessity would convert their 
promiBes into realities. Yet, under these marked indications, 
Nikias per8trndcs his countrymen to conclude a second treaty 
which practically annuls the first, and which insures to the 
Spartans gratuitously all the main benefits of the first, with little 
or none of the corrclathe sacrifices. The alliance of Sparta 
could hardly be ;,aid to count as a consideration: for that alliance 
was at this moment, under the uncertain relations with Argos, 

1 Thucyd. v, 24. 
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not less valuable to Sparta herself than to Athens. There can 
be little doubt that, if the game of Athens had now been played 
with prudence, she might have recovered Amphi polis in exchange 
for the captives: for the inability of Klearidas to make over the 
place, even if we grant it to have been a real fact and not merely 
simulated, might have been removed by decisive cooperation on 
the part of Sparta with an Athenian armament sent to occupy 
the place. In fact, that which Athens was now induced to grant 
was precisely the original proposition transmitted to her by the 
Lacedremonians four years before, when the hoplites were first 
inclosed in Sphakteria, but before the actual capture. They 
then tendered no equivalent, but merely said, through their 
enrnys, "Give us the men in the island, and accept in exchange 
peace, together with our alliance."1 At that moment there were 
some plausible reasons in favor of granting the proposition: but 
even then, the case of Kleon against it was also plausible and 
powerful, when he contended that Athens was entitled to make a 
better bargain. But now, there were no reasons in its favor, and 
a strong concurrence of reasons against it. Alliance with the 
Spartans was of no great value to Athens: peace was of ma
terial importance to her; but peace had been already sworn to 
on both sides, after deliberate discussion, and required now only 
to be carried into execution. That equal reciprocity of conces
sion, which presented the best chance of permanent result, had 
been agreed on ; and fortune had procured for her the privilege 
of receiving the purchase-money before she handed over the 
goods. 'Vhy renounce so advantageous a position, accepting in 
exchange a hollow and barren alliance, un<ler the obligation of 
handing over her most precious merchandise upon credit, and 
upon credit as delusive in promise as it afterwards prove<l unpro
ductive in reality ? The alliance, in fact, prevented the peace 
from being fulfilled: it became, as Thucydides himself2 admits, 
no peace, but a simple suspension of direct hostilities. 

Thucydides states on more than one occasion, and it was the 

Thncyd. iv, 19. Aauoatµovtol oi: vµii.r; !!rpOKa'Aovvrat tr: arrovour Kai OlU• 
'Avatv rro/i.tµov, otoovre( µi:v elpi1v11v Kat ;lJµµaxiav Kat uU11v i/JtAiav '1t'OAA1}v 
«al oiKetoT1}Ta fr uA.l.i7Aovr; vrrupxetv, UVTalTOVVTff Ve roi!r; lie ri)r: v~aov 

(bopar;. • Thncyd. v, 26. oi11C elKi'it;" ov rlp~v1Jv ai•ri/v KpttJijvat, etc. 

I 
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sentiment of Nikias himself, that at the moment of concluding 
the peace which bears his name, the position of Sparta was one 
of disadvantage and dishonor in reference to Athens ;I alluding 
chiefly to the captives in the hands of the latter; for as to other 
matters, the defeats of Delium and Amphipolis, with the serious 
losses in Thrace, would more than countervail the acquisitions 
of Nisi.ea, Pylus, Kythera, and l\lethOne. Yet so inconsiderate 
and short-sighted were the philo-Laconian leanings of Nikias 
and the men who now commanded confidence at Athens, that 
they threw away thi,; advantage, suffered Athens to be cheated 
of all those hopes which they had themselves held out as the 
inducement for peace, and nevertheless yielded gratuitously to 
Sparta all the main points wliich she desired. l\fost certainly, 
there was never any public recommendation of Kleon, as far as 
our information goes, so ruinously impolitic as this alliance with 
Sparta and surrender of the captives, wherein both Nikias and 
Alkibiades concurred. Probably the Spartan ephors amused 
Nikias, and he amused the Athenian assembly, with fallacious 
assurances of certain obedience in Thrace, under alleged peremp
tory orders given to Klearidas. And now that the vehement 
leather-dresser, with his criminative eloquence, had passed away, 
1·eplaced only by an inferior successor, the Iamp-maker2 Hyper
bolus, and leaving the Athenian public under the undisputed 
guidance of citizens eminent for birth and station, descended 
from gods and 11eroes, there remained no one to expose effectively 
the futility of such assurances, or to enforce the lesson of simple 
and obvious prudence : "'Vait, as you are entitled to wait, until 
the Spartans have performed the onerous part of their bargain, 
before you perform the onerous part of yours. Or, if you choose 
to relax in regard to some of the concessions which they have 
sworn to make, at any rate stick to the capital point of all, and 
lay before them the peremptory alternative -Amphipolis in ex
change for the captives." 

1 Thucyd. v, 28. IWTu }'<tp T<iv ;rpovov roiJrov i; re AaurJaiµwv µ&.A.tam 
<li'J Kal<W> ~Kove Klll vrrepw</!{}1/ oiu Tu> fv11¢np<1,. - ( Nttda>) Uywv lv /ltV Tri> 
<!</>triptp Kai.<;> (Athenian) lv OE Ti;> lKeivwv urrprnei: (Laccdremonian) TOV 
1roAeµov uva(Jit/J.eaaat, etc. (v, 46)-0ir rrp1-:iTov µev (to the Laccdremoni
nn,:) Jia f"f"/>opwv ~ ~£.µ(Jaat>. cte. • Aristophan. Pac. 665-887. 
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The Athenians were not long in finding out how completely 
they had foifeited the advantage of their position, and their chief 
means of enforcement, by giYing up the captives; which im
parted a freedom of action to Sparta such as she had never 
enjoyed since the fast blockacle of Sphakteria. Yet it seems 
that uncler the pre~ent ephors Sparta was not guilty of any delib
erate or positive act which could be called a breach of faith. She 
gave orders to Kleari<las to surrender Amphipolis if he could; 
if not, to evacuate it, and bring the Peloponnesian troops home. 
Of course, the place was not surrendered to the Athenians, but 
evacuated ; and she then considered that she had discharged her 
duty to Athens, as far as Amphipolis was concerned, though she 
had sworn to restore it, and her oath remained unperformed.I 
The other Thracian towns were equally deaf to her persuasions, 
and equally obstinate in their hostility to Athens. So also were 
the Breotians, Corinthians, l\Iegarians, and Eleians : but the 
Breotians, while refusing to become parties to the truce along 
with Sparta, concluded for themselves a separate convention or 
armistice with Athens, terminable at ten days' notice on either 
side.!l 

In this state of things, though ostensible relations of peace and 
free reciprocity of intercourse between Athens and Peloponnesus 
were established, the discontent of the Athenians, and the remon
strances of their envoys at Sparta, soon became serious. The 
Lacedremonians had sworn for themselves and their allies, yet the 
most powerful among these allies, and those whose enmity was 
most important to Athens, continued still recusant. Neither 
Panaktum, nor the Athenian prisoners in Bceotia, were yet 
restored to Athens; nor had the Thracian cities yet submitted to 
the peace. In reply to the remonstrances of the Athenian envoys, 
the Lacedremonians affirmed that they had already surrendered 
all the Athenian prisoners in their own hands, and had withdrawn 
their troops from Thrace, which was, they said, all the interven
tion in their power, since they were not musters of Amphipolis, 
nor capable of constraining the Thracian cities against their will. 
As to the Bceotians and Corinthians, the Lacedremonians went so 

I t'hµcyd. v, 21-3;;. 2 Thucyd. v, 32, 
1* 
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far as to profess readiness to take arms along with Athens,! for 
the purpose of constraining them to accept the peace, and even 
spoke about naming a day, after which these recusant states 
should be proclaimed as joint enemies, both by Sparta and 
Athens. But their propositions were always confined to vague 
words, nor would they consent to bind themselves by any written 
or peremptory instrument. Nevertheless, so great was their 
confidence either in the sufficiency of these assurances, or in the 
facility of Nikias, that they ventured to require from Athens the 
surrender of Pylus, or at least the withdrawal of the l\1essenian 
garrison with the Helot deserters from that place, leaving in it 
none but native Athenian soldiers, until farther progress should 
be made in the peace. But the feeling of the Athenians was now 
seriously altered, and they received this demand with marked 
coldness. None of the stipulations of the treaty in their favor 
had yet been performed, none even seemed in course of being 
performed : so that they now began to suspect Sparta of dishon
esty and deceit, and deeply regretted their inconsiderate surrender 
of the captives.2 Their remonstrances at Sparta, often repeated 
during the course of the summer, produced no positive effect: 
nevertheless, they suffered themselves to be persuaded to remove 
the 1\Iessenians and Helots from Pylus to Kephallenia, replacing 
them by an Athenian garrison.3 

The Athenians had doubtless good reason to complain of Sparta. 
Ilut the persons of whom they had still better reason to complain, 
were Nikias and their own pliilo-Laconian leaders; who had first 
accepted from Sparta promises doubtful as to execution, and next 
- though favored by the lot in regard to priority of cession, and 
thus acquiring proof that Sparta eitber would not or could not 
perform her promises - renounced all these advantages, and 

1 Thucyd. v, 35. A.iyovnr uet c:i, µer" 'A i971vafov rovrovr. ~v µ'!/ {Ji'),r,;at, 
KOtV~ uvay1<a<10VCW ;fp 0V 0 V > 0 E 7r p 0 V{}EV TO UV EV ~Vy y pa</> 1/ >, /:v ol, 
;rpiJv rovr µ'f/ fotovrar U.µrporipotr 7rol.eµiovr: elvat. 

• Thucyd. v, 35. rovrr,;v ovv opwvrer; ol 'A..:J71vaiot ovoi:v lpy<,J ytyvoµevov, 
V7rET01UVOV TOVf AaKEOatµoviovr: µ71otv OtKatov Otavoeiu..:Jat, /:Jure ovre IIvA.ov 
a1ratTOVVT(,)V avrwv a'!reoicfouav, UAAU Ka' r 0 ii' t K 1' '1 f v ~ <10 v av 6pa' 
p.ereµiA.ovro· a7roOeor,;Korer, etc. ' 

3 Thucyrl. v, 35, 7rOAAUKlf oe Kat '!ro}J.c:ii:· 'M1yr,;v ywoµev<JV lv Ti;i {Jfpet 
Tovr<,J, etc. · · · 
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INCREASED I~FLUDlCE OF ARGOS. 

procured for Sparta almost gratuitously the only boon for which 
she seriously cared. The many critics on Grecian history, who 
think no term too harsh for the demagogue Kleon, ought in fair
ness to contrast his political counsel with that of his rival~, and see 
which of the two betokeng greater forethought in the management 
of the foreign relations of Athens. Amphipolis had been once lost 
by the improvident watch of Thucydides and Eukles : it was now 
again lost by the improvident concessions of Nikias. 

So much was the Peloponnesian alliance unhinged by the 
number of states which had refused the peace, and so greatly was 
the ascendency of Sparta for the time impaired, that new combi
nations were now springing up in the peninsula. It has already 
been mentioned that the truce between Argos and Sparta was 
just now expiring: Argos therefore was free, with her old pre
tensions to the headship of Peloponnesus, backed by an undimin
ished fulness of \\·ealth, power, and population. Having taken no 
direct part in the late exhausting war, she had even earned money 
by lending occasional aid on both sides; 1 while her military force 
was just now farther strengthened by a step of very considerable 
importance. She had recently set apart a body of a thousand 
select hoplites, composed of young men of wealth and station, to 
receive constant military. training at the public expense, and to 
be enrolled as a separate regiment by themselves, apart from the 
other citizens.2 To a democratical government like Argos, such 

Thucyd. ,., 28. Aristophan. Pac. 467, about the Argeians, oix019ev 
µtm9o¢opovvui; u'A<j>trn. 

He characterizes the Argcians as anxious for this reason to prolong the 
war between Athens and Sparta. This passage, as well as the whole tenor 
of the play, affords ground for affirming that the Pax was represented during 
the winter immediately preceding the Pence of Nikias, about four or five 
month.s after the battle of Amphipolis and the death of Kleon and Brasidas; 
not two years later, as Mr. Clinton would place it, on the authority of a 
date in the play itself, npon which he lays too great stress. 

2 Thucyd. v, 67. 'Apyeiwv ol Xi'Aioi l.oyuoer, oli; & Trot.ti; I:" TroA.A.ov 
uaKriaiv rwv li; riiv TroA.tµov 011µoaiq, Trapeixe. 

Diodorns (xii, i 5} represents the first formation of this Thousand-regiment 
at Argos as having taken place just about this time, and I think he is here 
worthy of credit; so that I do not regard the expression of Thucydides t" 
TroA.A.oii as indicating a time more than two years prior to the battle of Man
tineia. :For Grecian military training, two years of constant practice would 

http:TroA.A.ov
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an institution was internally dangerous, and pregnant with mis
chief, wl1ich will be hereafter described. But at the present 
moment, the democratieal leaders of Argos seem to have thought 
only of the foreign relations of their city, now that her trnce with 
Sparta was expiring, and that the disorganized state of the Spartan 
coufederacy opened new chances to her ambition of regaining 
something like headship in Peloponnesus. 

The discontent of the recusant Peloponnesian allies was now 
inducing them to turn their attention towards Argos as a new 
chief. They had mistrusted Sparta, even before the peace, well 
kno11'ing that she had separate interests from the. confederacy, 
arising from desire to get Lack her captives: in the terms of peace, 
it seemed as if Sparta and Athens alone were regarded, the inter
et<ts of the remaining allies, especially those in Thrace, being put 
out of sight. :Moreover, that article in the treaty of peace where
by it was provided that Athens and Sparta might by mutual con
sent add or strike out any article that they chose, without consult
ing the allies, excited general alarm, as if Sparta were meditating 
some treason in conjunction with Athens against the confederacy.l 
And the alarm, once roused, "·as still farther aggravated by the 
separate treaty of alliance between Sparta and Athens, which 
followed so closely afterwarili, as well as by the restoration of the 
Spartan captives. 

Such general displeasure among the Pcloponnesian states at 
the unexpected comLination of Athenians and Lacedremonians, 
strengthened in the case of each particular state by private inter
ests of its own, first manifested itself openly through the Corin
thians. On retiring from tl1e conferences at Sparta, - where the 
recent alliance between the Athenians and Spartans had just been 
made known, and where the latter had vainly endeavored to 
premil upon their allies to accept the peace, - tl1e Corinthians 
went straight to Argos to communicate wl1at had passed, and to 
solicit interference. They suggested to the leading men in that 

be a !0113 time. It is not to be imngincd that the Argeian democracy would 
!1:1ve incurred the expense and danger of keeping up this select regiment, 
during all the period of their long peace, jnst now coming to an end. 

1 Thucyd. v, 29. µ~ µera 'A81]vaiwv up<ir f3ovAwvrat Aa1mJa1µ6vwt 
oov'Ai."rau{)a1: compare Diodoms, xii, 75. 
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city, that it was now the duty of Argos to step forward as saviour 
of Peloponnesus, which the Lacedremonians were openly Letray
ing to the common enemy, and to invite for that purpose, into 
alliance for reciprocal defence, every autonomous Hellenic state 
wl1ich would bind itself to give and receive amicable sati~faction 
in all points of difference. They affirmed that many cities, from 
hatred of Sparta, would gladly comply with such invitation; 
especially if a board of commissioners in small number were 
named, with full powers to atlmit all suitable applicants ; so that, 
in case of rejection, there might at least be no exposure before. 
the public assembly in the Argeian democracy. This suggestion 
- privately made by the Corinthians, who returned home imme
diately afterwards - was eagerly adopted both by leaders and 
people at Argos, as promising to realize their long-cherished pre
tensions to headship. Twelve commissioners were accordingly 
appointed, with power to admit any new allies whom they might 
think eligible, except Athens and Sparta. 'With either of those 
two cities, no treaty was allowed without the formal sanctfon of 
the puLlic assembly.I 

:Ueanwhile, the Corinthians, though they had been the first to 
set the Argeians in motion, nevertheless thought it right, before 
enrolling themselves publicly in the new alliance, to invite a 
congress of' Peloponnesian malcontents to Corinth. It was the 
l\lantineians who made the first application to Argos under the 
notice just issued. And l1ere we are admitted to a partial view 
of the relations among the secondary and interior states of Pelo
ponnesus. l\Iantineia and Tegea, being conterminous as well as 
the two most considerable states in Arcadia, were in perpl'tual 
rivalry, which had shown itself only a year and a half before in 
a bloody but indecisive battle.iJ Tegea, situated on the frontiers 
of Laconia, and oligarchically go\·erned, was tenaciously attached 
to Sparta: while for that very reason, as well as from the demo
cratical character of her government, l\Iantineia was less so, 
though she was still enrolled in and acted as a member of the 
i~eloponnesiun confederacy. She had recently conquered for 
herself3 a little empire in her own neighborhood, composed of: 

' Thncyd. v, 28. • Thucyd. iv, 134. 
3 Thucyd. v, 29. ·Toir yilp 1\favrtv<iiat µfpor rt rifr 'Apl\aoiar Kari:arparrro 

http:battle.iJ
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village districts in Arcadia, reckoned as her subject allie~, and 
comrades in her ranks at the la~t battle with Tegea. This con
quest had been made even during the continuance of the war with 
Athens; a period when the lesser states of Peloponnesus generally, 
and even subject-states as against their own imperial states, were 
under the guarantee of the confederacy, to which they were re
quired to render their unpaid service against the common enemy; 
so that she was apprehensive of Lacedremonian intederence at 
the request. and for the emancipation of these subjects, who lay, 
moreover, near to the borders of Laconia. Such interference 
would probably have been invoked earlier; only that Sparta had 
been under pressing embarrassments- and farther, had assem
bled no general muster of the confederacy against Athens - ever 
since the disaster in Sphakteria. But now she had her hands 
free, together with a good pretext as well as motive for interfer
ence. 

To maintain the autonomy of all the little states, and prevent 
any of them from being mediatized or grouped into aggregations 
under the ascendency of the greater, had been the general policy 
of Sparta; especially since her own influence as general leader 
was increased by insuring to every lesser state a substantive vote 
at the meetings of the confoderacy.1 1\Ioreover, the rivalry of 
Tegea would probably operate here as an auxiliary motive against 
l\lantineia. Under such apprehensions, the 1\Iantineians hastened 
to court the alliance and protection of Argos, with whom they 
enjoyed the additional sympathy of a common democracy. Such 
revolt from Sparta 2 (for so it was considered) excited great 
sensation throughout Peloponnesus, together with considerable 
disposition, amidst the discontent then prevalent, to follow the 
example. 

vrrfjKoov, ln roii rrpo' 'A-&17vaiov' rro'Aiµov iivro>, Kat lv6µii;ov ob rrepi{n/mn'Jai 
a</>u' r01)> AaKtoa11wviov> upxav, irreioi'J Kat axuili'Jv ~·yov. 

As to the way in which the agreement of the members of the confederacy 
modified the relations between subordinate and imperial states, see farther 
on, pages 25 and 26, in the case of Elis and Lepreum. 

1 Thucyd. i, 12::;. • 
2 Thucyd. v, 29. 'A 7r 0 (! T"v T"' v 0e Tc;, v :Ma v Tl vi"'~·' Kai I/ (i/,:1.17 

Ileilorr6vv11ao, t, ttpovv Ka&iararo i:i, Kat a</>iat rrot17riov rovro, voµi,ovTE> 
rrAiov re TL eloora, µeraarii}'lll avroi!>, Kat TOV' AaKeoaiµoviov, uµa clt' opy~c 
lxovre,, etc. 

http:i/,:1.17
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In particular, it contributed much to enhance the importance 
of the congress at Corinth; whither the Laced::emonians thought 
it necessary to send special envoys to counteract the intrigues 
going on against them. Their envoy addressed to the Corinthi
ans strenuous remonstrance, and even reproach, for the leading 
part which they had taken in stirring up dissension among the 
old confederates, and organizing a new confederacy under the 
presidency of Argos. "They (the Corinthians) were thus aggra
vating the original guilt and perjury which they had committed 
by setting at nought the formal vote of a majority of the confed
eracy, and refusing to accept the peace, - for it was the sworn 
and fundamental maxim of the confederacy, that the decision of 
the majority should be binding on all, except in such cases as 
involved some offence to gods or heroes." Encouraged by the 
presence of many sympathizing deputies, Breotian, l\Iegarian, 
Chalkidian from Thrace,1 etc., the Corinthians replied with firm
ness. But they did not think it good policy to proclaim their real 
ground for rejecting the peace, namely, that it had not procured 
for themselves the restoration of Sollium and Anaktorium: since, 
first, this was a question in which their allies present had no in
terest; next, it did not furnish any valid excuse for their resist
ance to the vote of the majority. Accordingly, they took their 
stand upon a pretence at once generous and religious; upon that 
reserve for religious scruples, which the Lacedremonian envoy 
had himself admitted, and which of course was to be construed 
by each member with reference to his own pious feeling. "It was 
a religious impediment (the Corinthians contended) which pre
vented us from acceding to the peace with Athens, notwithstand
ing the vote of the majority ; for we had previously exchanged 
oaths, ourselves apart from the confederacy, with the Chalkidians 
of Thrace at the time when they revolted from Athens : and we 
should have infringed tliose separate oaths, had we accepted a 
treaty of peace in which these Chalkidians were abandoned. As 
for alliance with Argos, we consider ourselves free to adopt any 

Thucyd. v, 30. KopivtllOl OE r.apovr<.Jv aipiut TWV ~vµµux(,)v, OUOl ova' 
avrol l:Oi;avro TU> airovclil, (iraptt<U~.taav oe avrovi- abrol irponpov) uvrD\e

)'OV roz, Aanoatµoviot>, c2 µ ev '1 cl t " 0 vv To, 0 v cl 1/ A 0 vv Te' uv T tK p v" 
etc. 

I 
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resolution which we may deem suitaule, after consultation with 
our friend;; here present." "'Vith this un~alisfactory answer the 
Lacedremonian envoys were compelled to return home. Yet 
some Argeian envoys, who were also present in the assembly for 
the purpose of urging the Corinthians to realize forthwith the 
hopes of alliance which they had held out to Argos, were still 
unable on their side to outain a decided affirmative, being requested 
to. come again at the next conforence.1 

Though the Corinthians had themselves originated the idea 
of the new Argeian confederacy and compromised Argos in an 
open proclamation, yet they now hesitated about the execution 
of their own scheme. They were restrained in part doubtless 
by the Litterness of Lacedxmonian reproof; for the open con
summation of this revolt, apart from its grave political conse
quences, shocked a train of very old feelings; but still more by 
the discovery that their friendJ, who agreed with them in reject
ing the peace, decidedly refused all open revolt from Sparta and 
all alliance with Argos. In this category were the Bccotians 
and Megarians. Both of these states - left to their own im
pression and judgment by the Lacedxmonians, who did not 
address to them any distinct appeal as they had clone to the 
Corinthians - spontaneously turned away from Argos, not less 
from aversion towards the Argeian democracy than from sympa
thy with the oligarchy at Sparta :2 they were linked together by 

1 Thucyd. v, 30 . 
• Thucy(l. v, 31. BotCJTOt oi: /Wl l\Ieyapi/r TO avro Myovrer f7avxa(ov, 

r. e p i op wµ e v o t v 7r 9 r wv A a K e oa t µ o v i CJ v, Kai voµi(ovur aipiai ri)v 
'Apyeiwv OTJµoKpariav aiiroir {/l.tyapxov1dvo1r ~aaov ~vµ</>opov eivat ri/r; 
AaKeoaiµoviwv 1'COlctreiar. 

These words, r.epwpwµevot VITO rwv AaKeoaiµoviwv, arc not clear, and have 
occasioned much embarrassment to the commentators, as well as some prop· 
ositions for altering the text. It would undoubtedly be an improvement 
in the sense, if we were permitted (with Dobrce) to strike out the words 
imo rcjv Aa1<er'Jaipoviwv as a gloss, and thus to construe 7repwpw,uevot as a 
middle verb, "waiting to see the event," or literally, ·'keeping a look.out 
about them." But taking the text as it now stands, the sense which I have 
given to it seems the Lest which can Le elicited. 

Most of the critics translate r.epwpwµevot " slighted or despised by the 
Laeedremonians." But in the first place, this is not true as a matter of 
fact: in the next place, if it were true, we ought to have an adversative 
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communion of interest, not merely as being both neighbors and 
intense enemies of Attica, but as each having a body of <lem
ocratical exiles who might perhaps find encouragement at Argos. 
Discouraged by the resistance of theBe two important allies, the 
Corinthians hung back from visiting Argos, until they were 
pushed forward by a new accidental impulse, the application of 
the Eleians; who, eagerly embracing the new project, sent en
voys first to conclude alliance with the Corinthians, and next to 
go on and enroll Elis as an ally of Argos. This incident so 

conjunction instead of Kai before voµii;ovrer, since the tcnden~y of the two 
motives indicated would then be in oppo~ite directions. "The Ilwotians, 
thou9h despised by the Lacetlremonians, still thought a junction with the 
Argeian democracy dangerous." And this is the sense which IIaaek actu
ally proposes, though it does great violence to the word Ka£. 

Dr. Thirlwall and Dr. Arnold translate rrepwpi1wvot "feeling themselves 
slighted;" and the latter says, ''The Bwotians aml Mcgarians took neither 
side; not the Laceihemonian, for they felt that the Laccdrcrnonians had 
slighted them; not the Argive, for they thought that the Argive democracy 
would suit them less than the constitution of Sparta." But this again puts 
an inadmissible meaning on ~av,ya;ov, which means "stooll as they were."· 
The Bwotians were not called upon to choose between two sides or two 
positive schemes of action: they were invited to ally themselves with .Argo•, 
and thi.i they decline doing: they prefer to remain as they are, a!lies of I.a· 
cedremon, but rcfosing to become parties to the peace. Moreover, in the 
sense proposed by Dr. Arnold, we should surely find a.n ad rcrsatirn con
junction in place of Kai. 

I submit that the word rrepwpuv does not necessarily mean "to slight or 
despise," but sometimes "to leave alone, to take no notice of, to abstain 
from interfering." Thus, Thucyd. i, 24. 'Erruluµvwt- 7riµrruva1v fr r~v Krp
Kvpav 7rpia,3etr- rleo1ievot µfi acpur rr e pt op q, v <tn'Jewoµfrovr, etc. Again, 
i, 69, Katviiv roi!r 'Afh7vaiovr ob;r f:rnr uA-;1.' tyrvr ovrnr rreptopcire, etc. 
The same is the sense of rrrp1irlriv and rrrptoif;ea>'iai, ii, 20. In all these 
passages there is no idea of contempt implied in the word: the "leaYing 
done," or "abstaining from interference," proceeds from feelings quite dif· 
fcrent from contempt. 

So in the passage here before us, rrrpwpi>;tevot seems the passim partiriple 
in this St'nse. Tlrncydidc~, having just described an energetic remonstrance 
sent by the Spartans to prevent Corinth from joining Argos, means to inti
mate (by the words here in discussion) that 110 similar i11tn:ference was re
sorted to hy them to prevent the Ilwotians and llkgarians from joining her: 
"The Ilmotians and l\kgarians remained a'l they were, [Pjt to tl1e111seh-es by 
the Laceda,monians, and thinking the Argeian democracy kss suitable to 
them thun the oligarehy of Rparta." , 

voL. vn. 2oc. 
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confirmed the Corinthians in their pre\·ious scheme, that they 
speedily went to Argos, along with the Chalkidians of Thrace, to 
join the new confederacy. 

The conduct of Elis, like that of l\Iantineia, in thus revolting 
from Sparta, had been dictated by private grounds of quarrel, 
arising out of relations with their dependent ally Lepreum. The 
Lepreates had become dependent on Elis some time before the 
beginning of the Peloponnesian mu-, in consideration of aid lent 
by the Eleians to extricate them from a dangerous war against 
some Arcadian enemies. To purchase such aid, they had en
gaged to cede to the Eleians lmlf their territory; but had been 
left in residence and occupation of it, under the stipulation of 
paying one talent yearly as tribute to the Olympian Zeus; in 
other words, to the Eleians as his stewards. ·when the Pelopon
nesian war began,1 and the Lacedxmonians began to call for the 
unpaid service of the Peloponncsian cities generally, small as 
well as great, against Athens, the Lepreates were, by the stand
ing agreement of the confederacy, exempted for the time from 
continuing io pay their tribute to Elis. Such exemption ceased 
with the war; at the close of which Elis became entitled, under 
the same agreement, to re,trnie the suspended tribute. She 
accordingly required that the payment should then be recom
menced: but the Lepreates refused, and when sl1e proceeded to 
apply force, threw themseh-cs on the protection of Sparta, by 
\d10:;e decision the E!eians themseh-es at first agreed to .abide, 
having the general ngreement of the confederacy decidedly in 
their favor. llut it presently appeared that Sparta was more 
disposed to carry out her general system of favoring the autono
my of the le,:ser states, than to enforce the positive agreement. of 
the confellcracy. Accordingly the Eleians, accwiing her of un
just bias, renounced het· autl:ority as arbitrator, and sent a mil
itary force to occupy Lepreum. XeYerthcless, the Spartans 
persisted in their adjudication, pronounced Lcpreum to be auton
omous, and sent a body of their own hoplites to defend it against 

Thucyd. v, 31. Kat µixpt ~OU 'ArrtKOU 1ro°Uµov urr{<j,,pov. l:rretTa, •av

<!a/tfr(,Jv O«); rrpo<;>cuJtV TOV rro"M1iov, ol 'I-V.fiol er.71vuyKa;ov, ol O' lTpurrovTO 

rro<>t: ro1"'•r AaKeOatµovim-'r· 
For the f1!Jrm11ent here alluded to, Ree a few lines forwarcl. 

l 
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the Eleians. The latter loudly protested against this proceeding, 
and pronounced the Lacedremonians as having roubed them of 
one of their dependencies, contrary to that agreement which had 
been adopted by the general confederacy when the war began, 
to the effect that each imperial city should receive back at the 
end of the war all the dependencies which it possessed at the 
beginning, on condition of waving its title to tribute and military 
service from them so long as the war lasted. After fruitless 
remonstrances with Sparta, the Eleians eagerly embraced the op
portunity now offered of revolting from her, and of joining the 
new league with Corinth and Argos.I 

That new league, including Argos, Corinth, Elis, and J'.Ianti
neia, had now acquired such strength and confidence, that the 
Argeians and Corinthians proceeded on a joint embassy to 
Tegea to oLtain the junction of that city, seemingly the most 

1 Thucyd. .v, 31. T~v f;vvi'f~K1JV 7rpo<1>tpovTer iv '(] e1p71To, ii t;i:ovur fr Tov 
'ArrtKOv 7r0Aeµov KaifiuravT6 Ttver;, raVra l;rovrar;- Kal e;el.:Ch:iv, Wr: oi'K iuov 
txovrer a<fiir1TaVTal1 etc. 

Of the agreement here alluded to among the members of the Peloponne
sian confederacy, we hear only in this one pas~age. It was extremely impor· 
tant to such of the confederates as were imperinl cities; that is, which had 
subordinates or suhject-aliies. 

l'oppo and Bloomfickl wonder that the Corinthians did not appeal to this 
agreement in order to procure the restitution of Sollium and Anaktorium. 
But they misl'Onceh·e the scope of the agreement, which did not relate to 
captures made dnring the war by the common enemy. It would he useless 
for the confederacy to enter into a formal agreement that none of the mem· 
hers should lose anything throug-h capture made by the enemy. This 
would be a question of superiority of force, for no agreement could bind 
the enemy. But the confederacy might very well make a covenant among 
themselves, as to the relations between their own imperial immediate mem
bers, and the mediate or subordinate dependencies of each. Each imperial 
state consented to forego the tribute or services of its dependency, so ·long 
us the latter was called upon to lend its aid in the g-eneral effort of the con
federacy against the common enemy. But the confederacy at the same time 
gave its guarantee, that the imperial state should reenter upon these smpend
ed rights, so soon as the war should be at an end. This guarantee was clcurly 
violated hy Sparta in the case of Elis and Lcpr~um. On the contrary, in 
the case of l\fantincia, mentioned a few pages hack, p. 19, the :!\fantineians 
had violated the maxim of the confederacy, and Sparta was justified in in
terfering at the request of their suhjects to maintain the autonomy of the 
latter. 
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powerful in Peloponnesus next to Sparta and Argos. fiat 
grounds they had for expecting success we are not told. The 
mere fact of l\lantineia having joined Argos, seemed likely to 
deter Tegea, as the rival Arcadian powl'r, from doing the same : 
and so it proved, for the Tegeans decidedly ref'u5ed the proposal, 
not without strenuous protestations that they would stand by 
Sparta in everything. The Corinthians were greatly disheart
ened by this repulse, which they 11ad by no means expected, 
l1aving been so far mi~led by general expressions of discontent 
against Sparta as to believe that they could transfer nearly the 
whole body of confederates to Argos. But they now began to 
despair of all farther extension of Argeian headship, and even 
to regard their own position as imecure on the side of Athens ; 
with whom they were not at peace, while by joining Argos they 
had forfeited their claim upon Sparta and all her confederacy, 
including Ilceotia and l\Iegara. In thi:> embarrassment they 
betook themselves to the Bceotians, whom they again entreated 
to join them in the Argeian alliance: a request already once 
refused, and not likely to be now granted, but intended to usher 
in a different request preferred at the same time. The Bceotians 
were entreated to accompany the Corinthians to Athens, and 
obtain for them from the Athenians an armistice terminable at 
ten days' notice, such as that which they had contracted for them
selves. In case of refusal, they were farther entreated to throw 
up their own agreement, and to conclude no other without the 
concurrence of the Corinthians. So far the Ilceotians complied, 
as to go to Athens with the Corinthians, and back their applica
tion for an armistice, "·hich the Athenians declined to grant, 
saying that the Corinthians were already included in the general 
peace, if they were allies of Sparta. On receiving this answer, 
the Corinthians entreated the Ilceotians, putting it as a matter 
of obligation, to renounce their own armistice, and make common 
cause as to all future compact. But this request was steadily 
refused. The Bceotians maintained their ten days' armistice; 
and the Corinthians were obliged to acquiesce in their existing 
condition of peace de facto, though not guaranteed by any pledge 
of Athens.I · 
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1\Ieanwhile the Lacedmmonians were not unmindful of the 
affront which they had sustained by the revolt of 1\Iantineia and 
Elis. At the request of a party among the Parrhasii, the Arca
dian subjects of 1\Iantineia, they marched under king Pleistoanax 
into that territory, and compelled the 1\Iantineians to evacuate 
the fort which they had erected within it; which the latter were 
unable to defend, though they received a body of Argeian troops 
to guard their city, and were tlms enabled to march their whole 
force to the threatened spot. Besides liberating the Arcadian 
subjects of 1\Iantineia, the Lacedremonians also planted an addi
tional body of Helots and Neodamodes at Lepreum, as a defence 
and means of observation on the frontiers of Elis.l These were 
the Brasidean soldiers, whom K!earidas had now brought back 
from Thrace. The Helots among them had been manumitted as 
a reward, and allowed to reside where they chose. But as they 
liad imbibed lessons of bravery under their distinguished com
mander, their presence would undoubtedly be dangerous among 
the serfS of Laconia: hence the di~position of the Lacedremo
nians to plant them out. "\Ve may recollect that not very long 
before, they had caused two thousand of the most soldierly Helots 
to be secretly assassinated, without any ground of suspicion against 
these victims personally, but simply from fear of the whole body, 

. and of course greater foar of the bravest.2 

"Lpon which Dr. Arnold remarks: "By <Larrov<lor is meant a mere agree
ment in words, not ratified by the solemnities of religion. And the Greeks; as 
we have seen, considered the breach of their word very different from the 
breach of their oath." 

Not so much is here meant e,·en as that which Dr. Arnold supposes. 
There was no agreement at all, either in words or by oath. There was a 
simple absence of hostilities, de fiicto, not arising ont of any recognized 
).>ledge. ~uch is the meaning of <ivaK<"X~, i, 66; iii, 25, 26. 

The answer here made by the Athenians to the application of Corinth is 
not easy to understand. They might, with much better reason, have de· 
dined to conclude the ten day's armistice with the B@tians, because these 
latter still remained allies of Sparta, though refnsing to accede to the gen
eral peace; whereas the Corinthians, having joined Argos, had less right to 
be considered allies of Sparta. Nevertheless, we shall still find them attend· 
ing the meetings at Sparta, and acting as allies of the latter. 

1 Thueyd. v, 33, 34. The Neodamodes were Helots previously enfran· 
chised, or the sons of such. 2 Thncyd. iv, 80. 
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It was not only against danger from the returning Brasidean 
Ili·lols that the Laced.cmonians had to guard, but abo against 
tlang<>r - real or supposccl - from their own Spartan captives, 
lihPrnted by Athens at the conclusion of the recent alliance. 
Though the surrender of Sphakteria had been untarnished by 
nny dishonor, nevertheless these men could hardly fail to be 
l1>oked upon as degraded, in the eyes of 8partan pride; or at 
lca~t they miµ;ht fancy that they were so looked upon, ancl thus 
l11·co111e discontented. Some of them were already in the exer
ci~e of various fuuctions, when the ephors contracted suspicions 
of tlwii· designg, arnl condemned them all to temporary disqualifi
cntion for any ollicial post, placing the whole of their property 
m1tkr trust-management, nncl interdicting them, like minors, from 
every net eith<>r of purehase or sale.I This species of disfran
clii~{·llll'llt ]a"tcd for a considerable time; but the sufferers were 
nt length relien•d from it, the danger beiug supposed to be over. 
The uaturc of the interdict confirms, what 'rn know directly 
from Thnrydidl's, that many of these captives were among the 
first aml wt•althiest families in the state, and the ephofi! may ha,·e 
nppn·hrntkd that they would employ their wealth in acquiring 
parti"mB and organizing rernlt among the Helots. We have no 
focts. to enable us to appreciate the situation; but the ungenerous 
spirit. of the rt•gulation, as applied to bra,·e warrior;; recently 
('Ollltl lwme from a long imprisonment -ju5tly pointed oat by 
11iotkrn hi"torinns - would not weigh mueh with the ephors under 
nny >'Jmptoms of public danger. 

Of the l'l'Ol't'edings of the Athenians during thi:> summer we 
lwnr nothing, t'X('t'pt that the town of Skione at length surren
llnt•d to llll'IU ntler l\ !<mg-continued. blockade, and that they pat 
to dt•ath tht• mah• pt>pnlation of military age, ~elling the women 
nnJ d1ihlrt•n into sl:1n•ry. The <Xlium of ha,·ing proposed thi3 
t'l'llt•l l't'>'oh11i,1n two yt•ars and a half before, belongs to Kleon; 
thnt t>f ext'l'lltin~ it, nrnrly a year at1i:r hi.; death, to the leaders 
will) S\l\'t't't'lk,l him. and to his countrymen generally. The 
rt•111l<'1' will, lwwt•vt•r, now b.: sutih:iently acenstomt>l to the 
U1't't·k Lms l>f war not to be :mrprised at such treatment ag:Linst 

\ Thnt·~·\l. Y,3-.l.. '~\ri/..G0t'f t·rny~!/Jav, ,;.rr.µ.i.a11 se TQlai:T71v, ~Ci'l! ,U~/1! cipt.:'l11, 

.w/r~ 1l'f.l~"'l"".::;-"'Vl'(' T4l .y 1fWAvi'VTllS". IH'plot·r;- eI1:aL. 
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suhjects revolted and reconquered. Skione and its territory was 
made over to the Plata:an refugees. The native population of 
Delos, also, who had Leen removed from that sacred $pot during 
the preceding year, under the impression that they were too 
impure for the discharge of the sacerdotal functions, were now 
restored to their island. The subsequent defeat of Amphipolis 
had created a belief at Athens that this remornl had offended the 
gods; under which impression, confirmerl by the Delphian oracle, 
the Athenians now o:howed their repentance by restoring the 
Delian exiles.1 They farther lost the towns of Thyssus on the 
peninsula of Athos, and JUekyberna on the f;ithonian gulf, which 
were ·captured by the Chalkidians of Thrace.2 

l\Ieanwhile the political relations throughout the powerful 
Grecian states remained all provisional and undetermined. The 
alliance still subsisted between Sparta and Athens, yet with con
tinual complaints on the part of the latter that the prior treaty 
remained unfulfilled. The members of the Spartan confederacy 
were discontented; some had seceded, and others seemed likely 
to do the same; while Argos, ambitious to supplant Sparta, was 
trying to put herself at the head of a new confederacy, though. 
as yet with very partial success. Hitherto, however, ·the author
ities of Sparta - king Pleistoanax as well as the ephors of the 
year- had been sincerely desirous to maintain the Athenian 
alliance, so far as it could be done without sacrifice, and without 
the real employment of force against recusants, of which they 
had merely talked in order to amuse the Athenians. Moreover, 
the prodigious advantage which they had gained by reco\·ering 
the prisoners, doubtless making them very popular at home, 
would attach them the more firmly to their own measure. But 
at the close of the summer - seemingly about the end of Sep
tember or beginning of October, n.c. 421 - the year of these 
ephors expired, and new ephors were nominated for the ensuing 
year. Under the existing slate of things this was an important 
revolution: for out of the five new ephors, two - Kleobulus 
and Xenares - were decidedly hostile to peace with Athens, and 

1 Thucyd. v, 32. 
2 Thucyd. v, 35-39. I agree with Dr. Thirlwall aud Dr. Arnold iu pre

ferring the conjecture of Poppo, XaA.Ktoi)r, in this pbce. 
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the remaining three apparently indifferent.1 And we may here 
remark, that this fluctuation and instal.iility of public policy, 
which is often denounced as if it \vere the peculiar attribute of a 
democracy, occurs quite as much under the constitutional mon
archy of Sparta, the least popular government in Greece, both in 
principle and detail. 

The new ephors convened a special congress at Sparta for the 
settlement of the pending differences, at which among the rest 
Athenian, Bceotian, and Corinthian envoys were all present. 
But, after prolonged debates, no approach was made to agree
ment; so that the congress was on the point of breaking up, 
when Kleobulus and Xenares, together with many of their paiti
sans,2 originated, in concert with the Bceotian and Corinthian 
deputies, a series of private underhand manceuvres for the dis
solution of the Athenian alliance. This was to be effected by 
bringing about a separate alliance between Argos and Sparta, 
which the Spartans sincerely desired, and would grasp at in pref
erence, so these ephors affirmed, even if it cost them the breach 
of thei1· new tie with Athens. The Bceotians were urged, first 

. to become allies of Argos themselves, and then to bring Argos 
into alliance with Sparta. But it was farther essential that they 
should give up Panaktum to Sparta, so that it might be tendered 
to the Athenians in exchange for Pylos; for Sparta could not 
easily go to war with them while they remained masters of the 
Iatter.3 

Such were the plans which Kleobulus and Xenares laid with 
the Corinthian and Breotian deputies, and which the latter went 
home prepared to execute. Chance seemed to favor the purpose 
at once : for on their road home, they were accosted by two Ar
geians, senators in their own city, who expressed an earnest 
anxiety to bring about alliance between the Breotian~ and Argos. 
The llceotian deputies, warmly encouraging this idea; urged the 
Argeians to send envoys to Thebes as solicitors of the alliance ; 
and communicated to the bceotarchs, on their arrival at home, 
both the plans laid by the Spartan ephors and the wishes of these 

1 Thucyd. v, 36. 
' Thucyd. v, 37. trreural.f1€vOt arro re roii Kleof3ovl.ov /Cai Zevapov; ICcU 

lfoot tpi'Af>t f;uav avrol>, etc. a Thucyd. v, 36. 

http:Kleof3ovl.ov


MAX<EUVHES OF THE B<EOTAHCHS. 

Argeians. The breotarchs also entered heartily into the entire 
scheme; receiving the Argeian envoys with marked favor, and 
promising, as soon as they should have obtained the requisite 
sanction, to send envoys of their own and ask for alliance with 
Argos. 

That sanction was to be obtained from " the Four Senates of 
the Breotians ;" bodies, of the constitution of which nothing is 
known. But they were usually found so passive and acquiescent 
that the breotarchs, reckoning upon their assent as a matter of 
course, even without any full exposition of reasons, laid all their 
plans accordingly.I They proposed to these four Senates a reso
lution in general terms, empowering themselves in the name of 
the Breotian federation to exchange oaths of alliance with any 
Grecian city which might be willing to contract on terms mutu
ally beneficial: their particular object being, as they stated, to 
form alliance with the Corinthians, .Megarians, and Chalkidians 
of Thrace, for mutual defence, and for war as well as peace 
with others only by common consent. To this specific obje!!t 
they anticipated no resistance on the part of the Senates, inas
much as their connection with Corinth had always been intimate, 
while the position of the four parties named was the same, all 
being recusants of the recent peace. But the resolution was 
advisedly couched in the most comprehensive ~erms, in order that 
it might authorize them to proceed farther afterwards, and con
clude alliance on the part of the Breotians and 1\Iegarians with 
Argos ; that ulterior purpose being however for the present kept 
back, because alliance with Argos was a novelty which might 
surprise and alarm the Senates. The manreuvre, skilfully con· 
trived for entrapping these bodies into an approval of measures 
which they never contemplated, illustrates the manner in which 
an oligarchical executive could elude the checks devised to con· 
trol its proceedings. But the bccotarchs, to their astonishment, 
found themselves defeated at the outset: for the Senates would 
not even hear of alliance with Corinth, so much did they fear to 
offend Sparta by any special connection with a city which had 

Thucyd. v, 38. o1aµevot TlJV (Jovl.ljv, KUV µlj el1!"lJ<1tV, OVK u.Ua 'fr;<fiieiai'>at 
1/ uuipiui rrpooiayvovre!: rrapaivovmv • ••• Tai!: Tiuuaput (Jovl.ai!: Twv BotCJTwv, 
alrrep urrav TO KVPO!: exovut. 
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revolted from her. Nor did the bcrotarchs think it safe to divulge 
their communications with Kleobulus and Xenares, or to ac· 
quaint the Senates that the whole plan originated with a power· 
fol party in Sparta herself. Accordingly, under this formal 
refusal on the part of the Senates, no farther proceedings could 
be taken. The Corinthian and Chalki<lian envoys left Thebes, 
while the promise of sending Breotlan envoys to Argos remained 
unexecuted.l 

But the anti-Athenian ephors at Sparta, though baffied in their 
schemes for arriving at the Argeian alliance through the agency 
of the Breotians, <lid not the less persist in their views upon 
Panaktum. That place - a frontier fortress in the mountainous 
range between Attica and Bceotia, apparently on the Bceotian 
side of Phy!e, and on or near the direct road from Athens to 
Thebes which led through Phyle 2 _had been an Athenian posses· 
sion, until six months before the peace, when it had been treach· 
erously betrayed to the Bmotians.3 A special provision of the 
treaty between Athens and Sparta, prescribed that it should be 
restored to Athens; and Lacedremonian envoys were now sent 
on an express mission to Bceotia, to request from the Bceotians 
the delivery of Panaktum as well as of their Athenian captives, 
in order that by tendering these to Athens she might be induced 
to surrender Pylos. The Breotians refused compliance with this 
request, except on °condition that Sparta should enter into special 
alliance with them as she had done with the Athenians. Now 
the Spartans stood pledged by their covenant with the latter, 
either by its terms or by its recognized import, not to enter into 
any new alliance without their consent. But they were eagerly 
bent upon getting possession of Panaktum; while the prospect 
of breach with At.hens, far from being a deterring motive, was 
exactly that which Kleobulus and Xenares desired. Under these 
feelings, the Lacedmmonians consented to and swore the special 
alliance with Bceotia. But the Ilccotians, instead of handing over 
.Panaktum for surrender, as they had promised, immediately 
razed the fortress to the ground ; under pretence of some ancient 

1 Thucyd. v, 38. 

'See Colonel Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. ii, ch. xvii, p. 370. 

' Thucyd. v, 3. · 
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oaths which had been exchanged between their ancestors and the 
Athenians, to the effect that the district round it should always 
remain without resident inhabitants, as a neutral strip of border
land, and under common pasture. 

These negotiations, after ha\'ing been in progress throughout 
the winter, ended in the accomplishment of the alliance and the 
destruction of Panaktum at the beginning of spring or about the 
middle of 1\Iarch. And while the Lacedremonian ephors thus 
seemed to be carrying tlieir point on the side of Bc.cotia, they 
were agreeably surprised ·by an unexpected encouragement to · 
their views from another quarter. An embassy arrived at Sparta 
from Argos, to solicit renewal of the peace just expiring. The 
Argeians found that they made no progress in the enlargement 
of their newly-formed confederacy, while their recent disappoint
ment with the Bc.cotians made them de~pair of realizing their 
ambitious projects of Peloponnesian headship. But when they 
learned that the Lacedmmonians had concluded a separate alliance 
with the Bccotians, and that Panaktum 11ad been razed, their 
disappointment was converted into positive alarm for the future. 
Naturally inferring that this new alliance would not have been 
concluded except in concert with Athens, they interpreted the 
whole proceeding as indicating that Sparta had prevailed upon 
the Bc.cotians to accept the peace with Athens, the destruction of 
Panaktum being conceived as a compromise to obviate disput0s 
respecting possession. Under such a persuasion, - noway un
reasonable in itself, when the two contracting governments, both 
oligarchical and both secret, furnished no collateral evidence to 
explain their real intent, - the Argeians saw them;elves excluded 
from alliance not merely with Bceotia, Sparta, and Tegea, but 
also with Athens; which latter city they had hitherto regarded 
as a sure resort in case of hostility with Sparta. 'Vithout a 
moment's delay, they despatched .Eustrophus and ..l.Eson, two 
Argeians much esteemed at Sparta, and perhaps proxeni of that 
city, to press for a renewal of their expiring truce with the 
Spartans, and to obtain the be:;t terms they could. 

To the Laced;;emonian ephors this application was eminently 
acceptable, the very event which they had been manreuvring 
underhand to bring about : and negotiations were opened, in 
which the Argeian envoys at first proposed that the disputed 
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possession of Thyrea should be referred to arbitration. But 
they found their demand met by a peremptory negative, the Lace
dremonians refusing to enter upon such a discussion, and insist
ing upon simple renewal of the peace now at an end. At last 
the Argeian envoys, eagerly bent upon keeping the question re
~pecting Thyrea open, in some way or other, prevailed upon the 
Lacedremonians to assent to the following singular agreement. 
Peace was concluded between Athens and Sparta for fifty years; 
but if at any moment within that interval, excluding either periods 
of epidemic or periods of war, it should suit the views of either 
party to provoke a combat by chosen champions of equal number 
for the purpose of determining the right to Thyrea, there was to 
be full liberty of doing so; the combat to take place within the 
territory of Thyrea itself, and the victors to be interdicted from 
pursuing the vanquished beyond the undisputed border of either 
territory. It will be recollected, that about one hundred and 
twenty years before this date, there had been a combat of this 
sort by three hundred champions on each side, iri which, after 
desperate valor on both sides, the victory as well as the disputed 
right still remained undetermined. The proposition made by 
the Argeians was a revival of this old practice of judicial combat: 
nevertheless, such was the alteration which the Greek mind had 
undergone during the interml, that it now appeared a perfect 
absurdity, even in the eyes of the Laced:emonians, the most old
fasliioned people in Greece.1 Yet since they hazarded nothing, 
practically, hy so vague a concession, and were supremely anxious 
to make their relations smooth with Argos, in contemplation of a 
breaeh with Athens, they at last agreed to the condition, drew 
up the treaty, and placed it in the hands of the envoys to carry 
back to Argos. Formal acceptance and ratification, by the Ar
geian public assembly, was necessary to give it validity: should 
this be granted, the envoys were invited to return to Sparta at 

Th1J.cyd. v, 41. Toi, oe AaKf<latµoviou; TO µf.v rrpwTOV icloKel µwpia eivat 

rnf·rn· lrrflrn (irrn%µovv yup To •Ap; or rrii.vrwr <jii"Atov txetv) ~vvex.wpr;aav 
lf ok f1~iovv, Kai ~vveyprnfiavro. 

Ily the forms of treaty which remain, we arc led to infer that the treaty 
was not subscribed hy any signatures, but drawn up by the secretary or 
authorized officer, and ultimately engraved on a column. The names of 
those who take the oath are recorded, but seemingly no official signature .. 

I 
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the festival of the Hyakinthia, and there go through the solemn
ity of the oaths. 

Amidot such strange crossing of purposes and interests, the 
Spartan ephors seemed now to have carried all their points; 
frien<lship with Argos, breach with Athens~ an<l yet the means 
through the possession of Panaktum - of procuring from Athens 
the cession of Pylos. But they were not yet on firm ground. 
For when their <leputies, Andromedes and two colleagues, arrived 
in Bceotia for the purpose of going on to Athens and prosecuting 
the negotiation about Panaktum, at the time when Eustrophus 
and .lEson were carrying on their negotiation at Sparta, they dis
covered for the first time that the llceotians, instead of perform
ing their promise to hand over Panaktum, had razed it to the 
ground. This wa;; a serious blow to their chance of success at 
Athens: nevertheless, Andromedes proceeded thither, taking with 
him all the Athenian captives in llceotia. These he restored at 
Athens, at the same time announcing the demolition of Panak
tum as a fact : Panaktum as well as the prisoners was thus 
restored, he pretended ; for the Athenians would not now find a 
single enemy in the place: and he claimed the cession of Pylos 
in exchange.I 

But he soon found that the final. term of Athenian compliance 
had been reached. It was probably on this occasion that the 
separate alliance concluded between Sparta and the Bceotians 
first became discovered at Athens; since not only were the pro
ceedings of these oligarchical governments habitually secret, but 
there was a peculiar motive for keeping this alliance concealed 
until the discussion about Panaktum and Pylos had been brought 
to a close. Both this alliance, and the demolition of Panaktum, 
excited among the Athenians the strongest marks of disgust and 
anger; aggravated probably rather than softened by the quibble 
of Andrornedes, that demolition of the fort, being tantamount to 
restitution, and precluding any farther tenancy by the enemy, 
was a substantial satisfaction of the treaty; and aggravated still 
farther by the recollection of all the other unperformed items in 
the treaty. A whole year had now elapsed, amidst frequent 
notes and protocols, to employ a modern phrase; yet not one of 

1 Thucyu. v. 42. 
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the conditions favorable to Athens had yet been executed, except 
the restitution of her captives, seemingly not many in number; 
while she on her side had made to Sparta the capital cession on 
which almost m·erything binged. A long train of accumulated 
indignation, bronght to a head by this mission of Andromedes, 
discharged itself in the harshest dismissal and rebuke of himself 
and his colleagues.I 

Even Nikias, Laches, and the other leading men, to whose 
improvident facility and misjudgment the embarrassment of the 
moment was owing, were probably not much behind the general 
public in exclamation against Spartan perfidy, if it were only to 
divert attention from their own mistake. Eut there was one of 
them-Alkibiades son of Kleinias -who took this· opportunity 
of putting himself at the head of the vehement anti-Laconian 
sentiment which now agitated the ekklesia, and giving to it a 
substantive aim. 

The present is the first occasion on which we hear of this 
remarkable man as taking a prominent part in public life. Ile 
was now about thirty-one or thirty-two years old, which in Greece 
was considered an early age for a man to exercise important 
command. But such was the ~plendor, wealth, and antiquity of 
his family, of ..Eakid lineage through the heroes Eurysakes and 
Ajax, and such the effect of that lineage upon the democratical 
public of Athens,2 that he stepped speedily and easily into a 
conspicuous station. Belongi11g also through his mother Deino
rnac:he to the gens of the Alkmteonidte, he was refoted to Perikles, 
who became his guardian when he was left an orphan at about 
five years old, along with his younger brother Kleinias. It was 
at that time that theii· father Kleinias was slain at the battle of 
Koroneia, having already served with honor in a trireme of his 

• Thuryd. v. 42. 
2 Thueyd. v. 43. ,AA1<L11tao~r. •.. av~p ~~.lKl<;l µev /Jv frt TOTE Vfo(, cJ( Ev 

ul.A.v 1ni/.et, U~twµan tie 1rpoyiivwv Tl/LWµev0t;. 
The exp1ession of l'Jutarch, however, ht µeipu1aov, seems an exaggera

tion ( .Alkil>iad. c. IO). 
Kritias and Charikles, in reply to the question of Sokrates, whom they 

had fod.>i<lden to converse with or teach young men. defined a .1/oung man 
to be one under thirty years of age, the senatorial age at Athens (Xenophon, 
Memor. i, 2, 35). 
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own at the seafight of Artemisium against the Persians. A Spar
tan nurse named Amykla was provided for the young Alkibiades, 
and a slave named Zopyrus chosen by his distingui~hed guardian 
to watch over him; but even his boyhood was utterly ungovern
able, and Athens was full of his freaks and enormities, to the 
unavailing regret of Perikles and his brother Ariphron.1 His 
violent passions, love of enjoyment, ambition of preeminence, and 
insolence towards others,2 were manifested at an early age, and 
never deserted him throughout his life. His finished beauty of 
person both as boy, youth, and mature man, caused him to be 
much run after by women,3 and even by women of generally 
reserved habits. l\Io;-eover, even before the age when such temp
tations were usually presented, the beauty of his earlier youth, 
while going through the ordinary gymnastic training, procured 
for him assiduous caresses, compliments, and solicitations of every 
sort, from the leading Athenians who frequented the public palres
trre. These men not only endured his petulance, but were even 
flattered when he would condescend to bestow it upon them. 
Amidst such universal admiration and indulgence, amidst cor
rupting influences exercised from so many quarters and from so 
early an age, combined with great wealth and the highest posi
tion, it was not likely that either self-restraint or regard for the 
welfare of others would ever acquire development in the mind of 
Alkibiades. The anecdotes which fill his biography reveal the 
utter absence of both these constituent elements of morality ; and 
though, in regard to the particular stories, allowance must doubt
less be made for scandal and exaggeration, yet the general type 

1 Plato, Protagoras, c. 10, p. 320; Plutarch, Alkibincl. c. 2, 3, 4; Isokrntcs, 
De Bigis, Orat. xvi, p. 353, sect. 33, 34; Corne!. Nepos, Alkibiad. c. 1. 

2 !1hruv&a Oe 7rpor TOVTOV (IwKpur~) µovov uv&pw'lrwV, 0 o V K uV T t C 

oioiro lv lµot lvelvat, TiJ aluxvveu&ai bvrivovv. 
This is a part of the language which Plato puts into the mouth of Alki· 

l1iadcs, in the Symposion, c. 32, p. 216; see also Pinto Alkibiacl. i, c. 1, 2, 3. 
Compare his other contemporary, Xenophon, l\Iemor. i, 2, 16-25. 
<l>vcrtt oe 'lrOAAt:iv OVTWV Kat µeyulcwv 'lru&wv lv avTi;> TO t/JtAOVllKOV lcrxvpo

TaTOV !;v Kai riJ t/JtAorrpwrov, wr JiiA.ov tern roir 'lratornulr v'lroµvi/µacrt (Plu
tarch, Alkih. c. 2 ). 

3 I translate, with some diminution of the force of the worcls, the expres· 
sion of a contemporary author, Xenophon, Memorab. i, 2. 24. 'AAKtj3tuo11r 
tl' avtlta uev KUAAo~ fJ7rO 'ICol.AC>v Kai urµvt:iv /'VIJatKt:iv &11pwµevoc, etc. 
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of character stands plainly marked and sufficiently established in 
all. 

A dissolute life, and an immoderate love of pleasure in all its 
forms, is what we might naturally expect from a young man so 
circumstanced; and it appears that with him these tastes were 
indulged with an offensive publicity which destroyed the comfort 
of his wife Hipparete, daughter of Ilipponikus who was slain at 
the battle of Delium. She had brought him a large dowry of 
ten talents: when she sought a divorce, as the law of Athens 
permitted, Alkibiades violently interposed to prevent her from 
obtaining the benefit of the law, and brought her back by force 
to his house even from the presence of the 11mgistrate. It is this 
,·iolence of selfish passion, and reckless di8regard of social obliga
tion toward:> every one, which forms the peculiar characteristic 
of Alkibiades. Ile strikes the schoolmaster whose house he 
happens to find unprovided with a copy of Homer; he strikes 
Taureas,1 a rival choregus, in the public theatre, while the repre
sentation is going on; he strikes Ilipponikus, who afterwards 
lJecame his father-in-law, out ofa wager ofmere wantonness, after
wards appeasing him by an ample apology; he protects the Tlia
sian poet I-Iegemon, against whom an indictment had been formally 
lodged before the archon, by effacing it with his own hand from 
the published list in the public edifice, called l\Ietroon; defying 
both magistrate and accuser to press the cause on for trial.2 Nor 
does it appear that any injured person ever dared to bring Alki
JJiades to trial before the dikastery, though we read with amaze
ment the tissue of lawlessness 3 which marked his private life; 

1 Demosthen. cont. Mcidiam, c. 49; Thucyd. vi. 16; Antipho apud Athe
n:.cum, xii, p. 525. 

2 Athenmus, ix, p. 407. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 15. I translate the expression of Thucydides, which is of 

great force and significance-pop11i'fevrer yilp avrov ol 1roA-A-o! ril µtydJoi
rii> re Karil ro lavroii riwµa 1l' a pa v o µ i a> tr ri)v oiatrav, etc. The same 
word is repeated by the historian, vi, 28. T~V uAil.17v avTOV tr TU hrlTljOtV
µara ov 017µortK~v 1l'apavoµiav. 

The same phrase is also found in the short extract from the A-otrlopia of 
Antipho (Athenreus, xii, p. 52:\). 

The description of Alkibiades, given in that Discourse called the 'Epwrt
Kil> Aoyo>, erroneously ascribed to Demosthenes (c. 12, p. 1414), is more 
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a combination of insolence and ostentation with occasional mean 
deceit when it suited his purpose. But amid~t the perfect legal, 
judicial, and constitutional equality, which reigned among the 
citizens of Athens, there still remained great social inequalities 
between one man and another, handed down from the times preced
ing the democracy: inet1ualities which the democratical institutions 
limited in their practical mischiefs, but never either effaced or 
discredited, and which were recognized as modi(ying elements in 
the current, unconseious vein of sentiment and criticism, by those 
whom they inju1·ed as well as by those whom they favored. In 
the speech which Thucydides ·1 ascribes to Alkibiades before the 

discriminating than we commonly find in rhetorical compositions. To ii To 
o', 'AAKlPlU01JV ebp~rntr q>foet µ·w rrpilr upeTT/V rro'-A4J ;reipov OtaKeiµevov, 
Ka£ TU µf:v vrrep11q>avW.r. T!t oi: Ta7retvwr, Tel o' vrrepuKpwr, t;71v 1rP01JP1}µevov· 
U1r0 oi: Ti/r IwKpuTovr uµtl.iar rroiiJ.u µf:v lrravopi'Jw{Hvra TOV ,3iov, TU oi: }.otml 
T0 µeyHht TW.v ti/i/,wv lpywv lrrt1<pv1jJU.µevov. 

Of the three epithets, whereby the author describes the bad tendencies of 
Alkibiaclcs, full illustrations will be seen in his proceedings, hereafter to be 

. described. The improving influence here ascribed to Sokrates is unfortu· 
nately far less borne out. 

1 Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 4; Cornel. Nepos, Alkibiacl. c. 2; Plato, Protago
ras, c. I. 

I do not know how far the memorable_ narrative ascribed to Alkibiade~ 
in the Symposium of Pinto (c. 33, 34, pp. 216, 217) can be regarded a8 

matter of actual fact and history, so far as Sokratcs is concerned; but it is 
abundant proof in regard to the gcneml relations of Alkibiades with others: 
compare Xenophon, Memorab. i, 2, 29, 30; i''• 1-2. 

Several of the dialogues of Plato present to us striking pictures of the 
palrostra, with the boys, the young men, the gymnastic teachers, engaged 
in their exercises or resting from them, and the philosophers and spectators 
who came there for amusement and conversation. See particularly the 
opening chapters of the Lysis and the Charmides; also the Rivales, where 
the scene is laicl in the house of a ypaµµaTuni'jr;, or schoolmaster. In the 
Lysis, Sokratcs professes to set his own conversation with these interesting 
youths as an anticlote to the corrupting flatteries of most of those who sought 
to gain their good-will. OIJrw ;rpi'J, w'Irrrro&al.er, Toir; rraiouwic oia"Myecrrtat, 
T<l1rtlVOVVTa Kat avariAAovTa, uAAU µi'/, Ciarrep ai!, ;ravvovvTa Kai oiai'Jpvrr-. 
Tovra (Lysis, c. 7, p. 210). 

Sec, in illustration of what is here said about Alkibiades as a youth, 
Euripid. Supp lie. 906 (about Parthenopreus ), and the beautiful lines in the 
Atys of Catullus, 60-69. 

There cannot be a dotibt th!\t the characters of all the Greek youth of 
11gy pretensions were consideriibly 11ffectecl by this society amt CQnversatiou 
VO~ v-m 2* Soc. 

http:rrrro&al.er
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Athenian public assembly, we find the insolence of wealth and 
high social position not only admitted as a fact, but vindicated as 
a just morality ; and the history of his life, as well as many other 
facts in Athenian society, show that if not approved, it was at 
least tolerated in practice to a serious extent, in spite of the 
restraints of the democracy. 

Amidst such unprincipled exorbitances of behavior, Alkibiades 
stood distinguished for personal bravery. Ile served as a lioplite 
in the army under Phormion at the siege of Poti<l:.ea in 432 n.c. 
Though then hardly twenty years of age, he was among the 
most forward soldiers in the battle, received a severe wound, and 
was in great danger; owing his life only to the exertions of 
Sokrates, who served in the ranks along with him. Eight years 
afterwards, Alkibiades also served with credit in the cavalry at 
the battle of Delium, and liad the opportunity of requiting his 
obligation to Sokrates, by protecting him against the Bmotian 
pursuers. As a rich young man, also, clwregy and trierarchy 
became incumbent upon him ; expensive duties, which, as we might 
expect, he discharged not merely with sufficiency, but with osten
tation. In fact, expenditure of this sort, though compulsory up 
to a certain point upon all rich men, was so fully repaid, to all those 
who had the least ambition, in the shape of popularity and influ
ence, that most of them spontaneously went beyond the requisite 
minimum for the purpose of showing themselves off. The first 
appearance of Alkibiades in public life is said to have been as a 
donor, for some special purpose, in the ekklesia, when Yarious 
citizens were handing in their contributions: and the loud ap
plause which his subscription provoked was at that time so novel 
and exciting to him, that he suffered a tame quail which he car
ried in his bosom to escape. This incident excited mirth and 
sympathy among the citizens present: the bird was caught an<l 
restored to him by Antiochus, who from that time forward ac
quired his favor, and in after days became his pilot and confi<lcn

·tiaI lieutenant,l 
To a young man like Alkibia<les, thirsting for power and pre

of their boyish years; though the subject is one npou which the full evi
dence cannot well be produced and <liscussed. 

1 Plutarch, Alkibiades, c. 10. 

http:Poti<l:.ea
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eminence, a certain measure of rhetorical facility and perstiasive · 
power was indispensable. "With a view to this acquisition, he 
frequented the society of various sophistical and rhetorical teach
ers,1 Prodikus, Protagora;:, and others; but most of all that of 
Sokrates. His intimacy with Sokrates has become celebrated on 
many ground~, and is commemorated both by Plato and Xeno
phon, though unfortunately with less instruction than we could · 
desire. "\Ve may readily.believe Xenophon, when he tells us that 
Alkibiades -like the oligarchical Kritias, of whom we shall 
have much to say hereafter - was attracted to Sokrates by his 
unrivalled skill of dialectical conversation, his suggestive influ
ence over the minds of his hearers, in eliciting new thoughts and 
combinations, his ma5tery of apposite and homely illustrations, 
his power of seeing far beforehand the end of a long cross-exam
ination, his ironical afiectation of ignorance, whereby the humili
ation of opponents was rendered only the more complete, when 
they were convicted of inconsistency and contradiction out of 
their own answers. The exhibitions of such ingenuity were in 
themselves highly interesting, and stimulating to the mental 
activity of listeners, \vhile the faculty itself was one of peculiar 
nine to those who proposed to take the lead in public debate; 
with which view both these ambitious young men tried to catch 
the knack from Sokrates,2 and to copy his formidable string of 

1 See the description in the Protagoras of Plato, c. 8, p. 317 
•See Xenophon, ?>Icmorab. i, 2, 12-24, 39-47. 
KpLriar µ'tv Kat 'A'Atci/~lUOrJr, OVK 1\piatcovror avroZr ~wKpurovr, wµtA7}r7UT7}V, 

bv xpovov wµLAeir11v avr~i, ul.A' evrJvr t; up;r~r wpµ7}KOT'e rrpoer;ruvat Tiir 
rr6'Awr. "ETL yup r.wtcpuret ;vv6vrer ovtc LJ./,'Aoir ncrL µii'Al.ov lrre;reipovv 
OtaAeyer;{}ui ii Tolr µu'Air;ra rrpurrovcri TU TCOAlTlKU . ••. 'Errd TOlvVV TUX£r7Ta 
TWV TCOAlTfVOµevwv vrre'Aa(3ov KpeirTover elvat, ~w1<purtt µ'tv OUK frt 7rpocrrfe
aav, OVOe yup aVTOL!; uAt.wr f;ptr7KfV .. fire rrpocreA{}OlfV, VTCtp WV, i/µupTaVOV 
t'Aeyxoµevol f;x&ovTO. TU 1li: T~!: rro'Awr lrrparrov, wvrrep lvfKtV teal ~wKpuret 
rrpocr~l.&ov. Compare Plato, Apolog. Sokrat. c. 10, p. 23; c. 22, p. 33. 

Xenophon represents Alkihiadcs and Kritias as frequenting the society 
of Sokrates, for the same reason and with the same ohjccts as Plato affirms 
that young men generally went to the Sophists: see l'lato, Sophi;t. <'· 20, p. 
232 D. 

"Nam et Socrati (observes Quintilian, Inst. Or. ii, 16) objicinnt comid, 
doccre cum, qnomodo pcjorcm cansam meliorcm rcddat; ct contra Tisiam 
et Gorgiam similia <licit polliceri Plato." 

http:ii'Al.ov
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interrogations. Both of them doubtless involuntarily respected 
the poor, self-sufficing, honest, temperate, and brave citizen, in 
whom this eminent talent resided; especially Alkibiades, who 
not only owed his life to the generous valor of Sokrates at I'oti 
d.ca, but had also learned in that service to admire the iron 
physical frame of the philosopher in his armor, enduring hunger, 
cold, and hardship.1 But we are not to suppose that either of 
them came to Sokrates with the ·purpose of hearing and obeying 
his precepts on matters of duty, or receiving from him a· new 
plan of life. They came partly to gratify an intellectual appe
tite, partly to acquire a stock of words and ideas, with facility of 
argumentative handling, suitable for their after-purpose as public 
speakers. Subjects moral, political, and intellectual, served as 
the theme sometimes of discourse, sometimes of discussion, in 
the society of all these sophists, Prodikus and Protagoras not 
less than Sokrates; for in the Athenian sense of the word, Sok
rates was a sophist as well as the others : and to the rich youths 
of Athens, like Alkibiades and Kritias, such society was highly 
useful.2 It imparted a nobler aim to their ambition, including 

The representation given by Plato of the great influence acquired by 
Sokrat«s over Alkibiacles, and of the deference and submission of the latter, 
is plainly not to be taken as historical, even if we had not the more simple 
and trustworthy picture of Xenophon. Isokrates goes so far as to say that 
Sokrates was never known by any one as teacher of Alkibiacles : which is 
an exaggeration in the other direction. Isokratcs, Ilusiris, Or. xi, sect. 6, 
p. 	222. 

1 Plato, Symposium, c. 35-36, p. 220, etc. 
2 See the representation, given in the Protagoras of Plato, of the temper 

in which the young ancl wealthy Hippokrates goes to seek instruction from 
J>rotagoras, and of the objects which Protagoras proposes to himself in im
parting the instrnction. Plato, Protagoras, c. 2, p. 310 D.; c. 8, p. 316 C.; 
c. 9, p. 318, etc.: compare also Plato, l\Ieno. p. 91, and Gorgias, c. 4, p. 449 
E., asserting the connection, in the mind of Gorgias, between teaching to 
speak and teaching to think- ilt/flV Kai <f>poveii', etc. 

It would not be reasonable to repeat, as trne and just, all the polemical 
ch:irgcs against tho>e who are called Sophists, even as we find them in Plato, 
without scrutiny an<l consideration. But modern writers on Grecian affairs 
run clown the Sophists even more than Plato <lid, and take no notice of the 
admis,;ions in their favor which he, though their opponent, is perpetually 
making. 

This is a very extensive subject, to which I hope to revert. 
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mental accomplishments as well as political success: it enlarged 
the range of their understandings, and opened to them as ample 
a vein of literature and criticism as the· age afforded: it accus
tomed them to canvass human conduct, with the causes and 
obstructions of human well-being, both public and private: it 
even suggested to them indirectly lessons of duty and prudence, 
from which their social position tended to estrange them, and 
which they would hardly Lave submitted to hear except from the 
lips of one whom they intellectually admired. In learning to 
talk, they were forced to learn more or less to think, and fami· 
liarized with the difference between truth and error: nor would 
an eloquent lecturer fail to enlist their feelings in the great 
topics of morals and politics. Their thirst for mental stimulus 
and rhetorical accomplishments had thus, as far as it went, a 
moralizing effect, though this was rarely their purpose in the 
pursuit.I 

1 I dissent entirely from the judgment of Dr. Thirlwall, who repeats what 
is the usual representation of Sokrates and the Sophists, depicting Alkibi
ades as " ensnared by the Sophists," while Sokrates is described as a good 
genius preserving him from their corruptions (Hist. of Greece, vol. iii, ch. 
xxiv, pp. 312, 313, 314). I think him also mistaken when he tlistinguishes 
so pointedly Sokrates from the Sophists; when he describes the Sophists 
as " pretenders to wistlom ; " as " a new school;" as " teaching that there 
was no real difference between truth and falsehood, right and wrong,'' etc. 

All the plausibility that there is in this representation, arises from a 
confusion between the original sense and the modem sense of the word 
Sophist; the latter seemingly first bestowed upon the word by Plato and 
Aristotle. In the common ancient acceptation of the word at ,\thens, it 
meant not a school of persons professing common doctrines, but a class of 
men bearing the same name, because they derived their celebrity from anal
ogous objects of stutly and common intellectual occupation. The Sophists 
were men of similar calling and pursuits, partly spcculati,·e, partly profes
sional; but they differed widely from each other, both in metJ10d and tloc
trine. (See for example Isokrates, cont. Sophistas, Orat. xiii; l'lato, 
l\Ieno. p. 87 Il.) 'Vl10ever made himself eminen.t in speculative pursuits, 
anti communicated his opinions by public lecture, discussion, or conversation, 
was called a Sophist, whatever mig-h£ be the conclusions which he sought 
to expound or defentl. The difference between taking money, and expound
ing gratuitously, on which Sokrates himself was so fond of dwelling (Xen
oph. l\Iemor. i, b, 12), has plainly no essential bearing on the case. \Yhen 
1Eschines the orator remintls the dikasts, " Recollect that you Athenians 
put to death the Sophist Sokrat8s, because he was shown to h11ve been the 
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Alkibiades, full of impulse and ambition of every kind, en· 
joyed the conver8ation of all the eminent talkers and lecturers to 

teacher of Kritias," (.i"Eschin. cont. Timarch. c. 34, p. 7 4,) he uses the word 
in its natural ancl true Athenian sense. He hall no point to make against 
Sokrates, who Imel then been clca•l more than forty years; but he describes 
him by his profession or occupation, just as he woulcl have said, Ilippokrat~s 
the physician, Pheidias the sculptor, etc. Diony.,ins of Ifalikarn. calls both 
Plato and Isokrates sophists (.Ars Hhetor. De Compos. Verboi·um, p. 208 
R). The Nubcs of Aristophanes, and the defences put forth Ly Plato and 
Xenophon, show that Sokrates was not only callccl by the name Sophist, 
but regardecl ju.st in the same light as that in which Dr. Thirhrnll presents 
to us what he calls " the new School of the Sophist~;" as " a corruptor of 
youth, indifferent to truth or falsehood, right or wrong," etc. Sec a strik· 
ing passage in the Politicus of l'Lito, c. 38, p. 299 n. ·whoever thinks, as 
I think, that these accusations were falsely advanced against Sokratcs, will 
be careful how he aclrnnccs them against the general profession to which 
Sokrates belonged. 

That there were unprincipled and immoral men nmong the class of Soph
ists- as there are and always have been among schoolmasters, profes
sors, Ja,vyers, etc., ancl all bodies of men - I do not cloubt; in what pro
portion, we cannot determine. But the extreme hardship of passing a 
sweeping condemnation on the great body of intellectual teachers at Athens, 
and canonizing exclusiYely Sokrates and his followers, will be felt, when 
we recollect that the well-known Apologue, called the Choice of Jlercules, 
was the work of the Sophist Prodikns, and his farnrite theme of lecture 
(Xenophon, Memor. ii, I, 21-34). To this clay, that Apologue remains 
without a superior, for the impres;.;ivc simplicity with which it presents one 
of the most important points of view of moral obligation: and it has been 
emhodicd in a greater nnmher of books of elementary morality than any
thing of Sokrates, Pinto, or Xenophon. To treat the .author of that Apo
logue, and the class to which he bclongecl, as teaching'; that there was no 
real difference between right ancl wrong, truth and . falsehood," etc., is a 
criticism not in harmony with the just ancl liberal tone of Dr. Thirlwall's 
historv. 

I will add that Plato himself, in a very important passage of the Repub
lic (vi, c. 6, 7, pp. 492-493), refntcs the imputntion against the Sophists of 
being specially the corruptors of youth. Ile represents them as inculcating 
upon their youthful pupils that morality which was received as true and 
just in their age and society; nothing better, nothing worse. The grand 
com1ptor, he says, is society itself; the Sllphists merely repeat the Yoice 
and judgment of society. 'Vithout inquiring at present how far Plato or 
Sokrates were right in condemning the received morality of their country· 
men, I most fully accept his assertion that the great body of the contempo· 
rary professional teachers taught what was consiclered goocl morality among 
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be found in Athens, that of Sokrates most of all arnl most fre
quently. The philosopher became greatly attached to him, aud 
doubtless lost no opportunity of inculcating on him salutary le.-;
sons, as far as could be <lone, without <lisgusting the pri<le of a 
haughty and spoiled youth who was looking forwar<l to the 
celebrity of public life. But unhappily his lessons never pro
duced any serious effect, and ultimately became even distasteful 
to the pupil. The whole life of Alkibiades attests how faintly 
the sentiment of obligation, public or private, ever got footing in 
his mind; how much the ends which he pursued were dictated 
by overbearing vanity and love of aggran<lizement. In the later 
part of life, Sokrates was marked out to public hatred by his 
enemies, as having been the teacher of Alkibiades and Kritias. 
And if we could be so unjust as to judge of the morality of the 
teacher by that of these two pupils, we should certainly rank him 
among the worst of the Athenian sophists. 

At the age of thirty-one or thirty-two, the earliest at which it 
was permitted to look forward to an ascen<lent position in public 
life, Alkibiades came forward with a reputation stained by pri
vate enormities, and with a number of enemies created by his 
insolent demeanor. But this did not hinder him from stepping 
into that position to which his rank, connections, and club-parti
sans, afforded him intro<luction; nor was he slow in di~playing 
his extraordinary energy, decision, and capacity of command. 
From the beginning to the end of his eventful political life, he 
s!10wed a combination of bol<lness in deRign, resource in contri
vance, and vigor in execution, not surpassed by any one of his 
contemporary Greeks : and what distinguished him from all 
was his extraordinary flexibility of character 1 and consummate 

the Athenian public : there were doubtless some who taught a better moral
ity, others who taught a worse. And this may be said with equal truth of 
the great body of professional teachers in every age and nation. 

Xenophon enumerates various causes to which he ascribes the corruption 
of the character of Alkibiades; wealth, rank, personal beauty, flatterers, 
etc.; but he does not name the S~phists among them (~Icmorab. i, 2. 24, 25 ). 

1 Corne!. Nepos, Alkibiad. c. I; Satyrus apud Athemeum. xii, p. 534; 
Plutarch, Alkibiad. e. 23. 

Ov yilp rotovniv clti, rowvro~ elµ' lyw, says Odysseus, in the Philoktctcs 
of Sophok!Cs. 
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power of adapting ·himself to new habits, new necessities, and 
new persons, whenever circumstances required. Like Themis
tokles, whom he resembled as well in auility and vigor as in want 
of public principle and in recklessness about means, Alkibiades 
was essentially a man of action. Eloquence was in him a secon
dary quality,. subordinate to action; and though he possessed 
enouO'h of it for his purposes, !:is speeches were distinguished 
only 

0 

for pertinence of matter, oft~n imperfectly expressed, at 
lea;,t according to the high standard of Athens.I But his carce1· 
affords a memorable example of splendid qualities, both for ac
tion and command, ruined and turned into instruments of mis
chief by the utter want of morality, public and private. A 
stronr; tide of individual hatred was thus roused against him, as well 
from middling citizens whom he had insulted, as from rich men 

. whom his ruinous ostentation outshone. For his exorbitant vol
untary expenditure in the puulic festivals, transcending the 

1 I follow the criticism which Plutarch cites from Thcophrastus, seemingly 
discriminating and measnred: much more trustworthy than the vague 
eulogy of Nepos, or even of Demosthenes (of course not from his own 
knowledge), upon the eloquence of Alkibiades (Plutarch, Alkib. c. IO); 
Plutarch, Ucipnbl. Gerend. Prrecept. c. 8, p. 804. 

Antisthcncs, companion ancl pupil of Sokrates, 1tnd originator of what 
is called the Cynic philosophy, contemporary and personally acquainted 
with Alkihiades, was full of admiration for his extreme personal beauty, 
and pronounced him to be strong, manly, and audacious, but unschooled, 
a11' a i cl t v -r ov. His scandals about the lawless life of Alkibiades, how· 
ever, exceed what we can reasonably admit, even from a contemporary {An· 
tisthencs ap. Athenreum, v, p. 220, xii, u. 534). Antisthenes had composed 
a dialogue called Alkihiades {Diog. Laert. vi, 15 ). 

Sec the collection of the Fragmenta Antisthenis {by A. G. '\Vinckelmann, 
Zurich, 1842, pp. li-19). 

The comic writers of the dny-Eupofo, Aristophanes, Pherekrates, and 
others - seem to have been abundant in their jests and libels against the 
excesses of Alkibiades, real or supposed. There was a talc, untrue, but 
current in comic tradition, that Alkihiadcs, who was not a man to suffer 
himself to be insulted with impuni.ty, had drowned Eupolis in the sea, in 
revenge. for his comedy of th~ Bnptre. ~ce Meineke, Fragm. Com. Grre. 
Eupolidis Burr-rat and Kol.aKt( (,·ol. ii, pp. 447-494), and Aristophanes 
Tpupa/,i)(, p. 1166: also )Icineke's first volume, Historia. Critica Cornice. 
Grrec. pp.124-136; and the Disscrtat. xix, in Buttmann's Mytlwlogus, on the 
Baptie and the Cotyttia. 
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largest measure of private fortune, satisfied discerning men that 
he would reimbur~e him.self by plundering the public, and even, 
if opportunity offered, by overthrowingl the constitution to make 
himself master of the persons and properties of his fcllow
citizens. Ile never inspired confidence or esteem in any one; and 
sooner or later, among a public like that of Athens, so much 
accumulated odium and suspicion was sure to bring a .puLlic man 
to ruin, in spite of the strongest admiration fur his capacity. He 
was always the object of very conflicting sentiments: "The 
Atl1enians desired him, hated him, but still wished to have him," 
was mid in the latter years of his life by a contemporary poet; 
while we find also another pithy precept delivered in regard to 
him: "You ought not to keep a lion's whelp in your city at all; 
but, if you choose to keep him, you must submit yourself to his 
behavior."2 Athens had to feel the force of his energy, as an 
exile and enemy, Lut the great harm which ~1e did to her was 
in his capacity of adviser; awakening in his countrymen the 
same thirst for showy, rapacious, uncertain, perilous aggrandize
ment which dictated his own personal actions. 

:Mentioning Alkibiades now for the first time, I have somewhat 
anticipated on future chapters, in order to present a general idea 
of his character, hereafter to be illustrated. But at the moment 
which we have now reached (l\larch, 420 n.c.) the lion's whelp 
was yet young, and had neither acquired his entire strength nor 
disclosed his full-grown claws. 

He began to put himself forward as a party leader, seemingly 
not long before the Peace of Nikias. The political traditions 
hereditary in his family, as in that of his relation Perikles, were 
democratical: his grandfather Alkibiades had been vel;ement in 
liis opposition to the Peisistratid3, and had even afterwards pub
licly renounced an established connection of hospitality with the 

1 Thnryd. vi, 15. Compare rlutarch, Ilcip. Ger. Prroc. c. 4, p. 800. The 
i;ketch which Plato draws in the first thrPc chapter.> of the ninth Book of 
the Hepnblic, of the eitizen who erects himself i:Jto a despot and enslaves 
his fellow-citizens, exactly ~nits .the character of Alkihiades. See al,;o the 
same treatise, vi, 6-8, pp. 491-494, and the preface of Sc:1lcicrmacher to his 
tranf'Lition of the Platonic clialognc called Alkihiades the first. 

• Aristophan. Hanro, 1443-1453; l'lntarch, Alkibiadcs, c. 16; l'lntarch, 
Nikias, c. 9. 
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Lacedremonian government, from strong antipathy to them on 
politieal grounds. But Alkibiades himself, in commencing politi
cal life, departed from this family tradition, and presented him
self as a partisan of oligard1irnl and philo-Laconian sentiment, 
doubtless far more consonant to his natural temper than the dem
ocratical. Ile thus started in the same general party with :Nikias 
and Thessalus son of Kimih1, who afterwards became his bitter 
opponents; and it was in part probably to put himself on a par 
wi1h them, that he took the marked step of trying to revive the 
ancient family tie of hospitality with Sparta, which his grand
father had broken ofi'.1 

To promote this object, he displayed peculiar solicitude for the 
good treatment of the Spartan captives, during their detention at 
Athens. l\Iany of them being of high family at Sparta, he nat
urally calculated upon their gratitude, as well as upon the favor
able sympathies of their countrymen, whenever they should be 
restored. He advocated both the peace and the alliance with 
Sparta, and the restoration of her captives; and indeed not only 
advocated these measures, but tendered his services, and was 
eager to be employed, as the agent of Sparta for carrying them 
through at Athens. From these selfish hopes in regard to Sparta, 
and especially from the expectation of acquiring, through the 
agency of the restored captiYes, the title of Proxenus of Sparta, 
Alkibiadt>s thus became a parti>an of the Llind and gratuitous 
pliilo-Laconian concessions of Nikias. But the l"aptives on their 
return were either unable, or unwilling, to carry the point which 
he wished; while the authorities at Sparta rejected all his ad
vances, not without a contemptuous sneer at 1he idea of confiding 
important political interests to the care of a youth chiefly known 
for ostentation, profligacy, and insolence. That the Spartans 
should thu8 judge, is noway astoni,;hing, consi<lering their ex
treme reverence both for old age and for strict discipline. They 
naturally preferred Nikias and Laches, whose prudence would 
commend, if it did not originally suggest, their mistrust of the 
new claimant. Xor had AlkiLiades yet shown the mighty move

' Thueyd. v, 43, vi, !JO; Isokrntes, De Iligis, Or. xvi, p. 352, sect. 2i-30. 
Plutarch (Alkihiad. c. 14) carelessly represents Alkihiadcs as being nctu

nlly proxenus of Sparta nt Athens. 
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ment of which he was capable. But this contemptuous refusal 
of the Spartans stung him so to the quick, that, making an entire 
revolution in his political course,! he immediately threw himself 
into anti-Laconian politics with an energy and ability which he 
was not before known to possess. 

The moment was favorable, since the recent death of Kleon, 
for a new political leader to espouse this side; and was rendered 
~till more farnrable by the conduct of the Laceda;monians. 
l\Ionth after month passed, remonstrance after remonstrance was 
addressed, yet not one of the restitutions prescribed by the treaty 
in favor of Athens had yet been accomplished. Alkibiad2s had 
therefore ample pretext for altering his tone respecting the Spar
tans, and for denouncing them as deceivers who had broken their 
solemn oaths, abusing the generous confidence of Athens. Under 
his pre;:ent antipathies, his attention naturally turned to Argos, 
in which city he possessed some powerful friends and family 
guests. The condition of that city, now free by the expiration 
of the peace with Sparta, opened a pos~ibility of connection with 
Athens, and this policy was strongly recommended by Alkibiades, 
who insisted that Sparta was plnying false with the Athenians, 
merely in order to keep their hands tied until she had attacked 
and put down Argos separately. This particular argument had 
less force when it was seen that Argos acquired new and power
ful allies, l\Iantineia, Eli~, and Corinth; but on the other hand, 
such acquisitions rendered Argos positively more valuable as an 
ally to the Athenians. 

It was not so much, however, the inclination toward3 Argos, 
but the growing wrath against Sparta, which furthered the philo
Argeian plans of Alkibiades; and when the Laceda;monian 
envoy Andromedes arrived at Athens from Breotia, tendering 
to the Athenians the mere ruins of Panaktum in exchange for 
Pylos; when it farther became known that the Spartans had 

'Thucy<l. v, 43. Ou µfrTOL uiU.ct /Wl </>(JOJ.'i,'/LaTL rjit}.ovELKWV i;vavTLOVTO, 

lirt AaKE<laiµuvLOL OlU Nu<iov Kal Au;r~TO( l;rpa~av rur arro .. oclr, avTOV Ota 
1'};v veOr11ra V;rfptO(iVTf{' Kai KaT..t T~V 7raAatUv rrpo;eviav rrore oVaav ob Ttµfr· 

uavret;, ~v roV 1r<lrrrrov ci.rretmlvrot; aVrOt; roVt; iK ri;t; vftuov al·ri:Jv al;rpal~W· 
Tovr i'feparrtVWV cluvoeiTO uvavtwaaai'fat. l1aVTaX0 {f EV TE V 0 µ l 'WV 

eAa a ao ii a {fa l TO Te rrpwrov ltvreir.w, etc. 

I 
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already concluded a special alliance with the Breotians without 
consulting Athens, the unmeasured expression of di;plcasure in 
the Athenian ekklcsia showed Alkibiades tlmt the time was now 
come for bringing on a substantive decision. "'hile he lent his 
own voice tq strengthen this discontent against Sparta, he at the 
same time despatched a prirnte intimation to his correspondents 
at Argos, exhorting them, under assurances of success and prom
ise of his own strenuous aid, to send without delay an emba,;sy to 
Athens in conjuncdon with the J\Iantineians and Eleians, request
ing to be admitted as Athenian allies. The Argeians received 
this intimation at the very moment when their citizens Eustrophus 
and JEson were negotiating at Sparta for the renewal of the peace, 
having been sent thither under great uneasiness lest Argos should 
be left without allies to contend single-handed against the Lace
d~monians. But no sooner was the unexpected chance held out 
to them of alliance with Athens, a former friend, a democracy 
like their own, an imperial state at sea, but not interfering with 
their own primacy in Peloponnesus, - than they became careless 
of Eustrophus and JEson, and despatched forthwith to Athens the 
embassy advi_sed. It was a joint embassy, Argeian, Eleian, and 
Mantineian :I the alliance between these three cities had already 
been rendered more intimate by a second treaty concluded since 
that treaty to which Corinth was a party; but Corinth had refused 
all concern in the second.'l 

But the Spartans had been already alarmed by the harsh repulse 
of their envoy Androme(Je;;, and probably warned by reports from 
Nikias and their other Athenian friends of the crisis impending 
respecting alliance between Athens and Argos. Accordingly 
they sent off without a moment's delay three citizens extremely 
popular at Athens,3 Philocharidas, Leon, and Endius; with full 
powers to settle all matters of difference. The envoys were 
instructed to deprecate all alliance of Athens with Argos, to 
explain that the alliance of Sparta with Breotia had been con
cluded without any purpose or possibility of evil to Athens, and 
at the same time to renew th!l demand that Pylos should be re

1 Thucv<l. v, 43. • Thucyd. v, 48. 
3 Thucy<l. v, 44. 'Arj>iKOVTO oe Kai AaKeoatµoviwv 7rpio/Jet~ Ka Tu Tax 0 r, 

etc. 
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stored to them in exchange for the demolished Panaktum. Such 
was still the confidence of the Lacedmmonians in the strength of 
assent at Athens, that they did not yet despair of obtaining an 
alfirmative, even to this very unequal proposition : and when the 
three envoys, under the introduction and advice of Nikias, had 
their first interview with the Athenian senate, preparatory to an 
audience before the public assembly, the impression which they 
made, on stating that they came with full powers of settlement, 
was 11ighly favorable. It was indeed so favorable, that Alkibia
des became alarmed lest, if they made the same statement in the 
public assembly, holding out the prospect of some trifling conces
sions, the philo-Laconian party might determine public feeling to 
accept a compromise, and thus preclude all idea of alliance with 
Argos. 

To obviate such a defeat of his plans, he resorted to a singular 
manceuvre. One of the Laceda~monian envoys, Endius, was his 
private guest, by an ancient and particular intimacy subsisting 
between their two families.I This probably assisted in procuring 

1 Thucyd. viii, 6. 'Evoi<1i rfiJ l.<fiopefovn rrarp<Kor; tr: ru µu/,t<;ra <fiil.or; 
Oi'Jev Kat rovvoµa AaKWVlKOV ii oiKia avrwv KaTcL TT/V ~eviav foxev· •Evowr: 
yup 'A'AK1{31uoov lKa/,eiTo. 

I incline to suspect, from this passage, that the father of Endius was not 
named Alkihiadcs, but that Endius himself was nevertheless named 'Evclwr; 
'A'AKt/'31<L11ov, in consequence of the peculiar intimacy of connection with the 
Athenian family in which that name occurred. If the father of Endi us was 
really named Alkibiades, Endius himself woulcl naturally, pursuant to gen
eral custom, be styled 'Evowr: 'A'AK1/31uoov: there woulcl be nothing in this 
denomination to call for the particular remark of Thucyditles. Ilnt accord
ing to the view of the Scholiast aml most commentators, all that Thucy
dides wishes to explain here is, how the father of Endius came to receive 
the name of Alkibiades. Now if he had meant this, he surely would not 
have used the terms which we read: the circumstance to be explained would 
then have reference to the father of Endius, not to Endius himself, nor to 
the family generally. His words imply that the family, that is, each suc
cessive individual of the family, derived his Laconian designation (not from 
the name of his father, hut) from his intimate connection of hospitality with 
the Athenian family of Alkibiadcs. Each successive individual attached to 
his own personal name the genitive case'A'AKt,31uoov, instead of the genitive 
of his real father's name. Doubtless this was an anomaly in Grecian prac
tice; but on the present occasion, we are to expect wmcthing anomalous; 
had it not been such, Thucydides would not have stepped aside to particu
larize it. 
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for him a secret interview with the envoys, and enabled him to 
address them with greater effect, on the day before the meeting 
of the public assembly, and without the knowledge of .Nikias. Ile 
accosted them in the tone of a friend of Sparta, anxious that their 
proposition should succeed; but he intimated that they would find 
the public assemLly turbulent and angry, very different from the 
tranquil demeanor of the senate: so that if they proclaimed them
selves to have come with full powers of settlement, the people 
would burst out with fury, to act upon their fears and bully them 
into extravagant concessions. He therefore strongly urged them 
to declare that they had come, not with any full powers of settle
ment, but merely to explain, discuss, and report: the people would 
then find that they coultl gain nothing by intimidation, explanations 
would be heard, and disputed points be discussed with temper, 
and he (Alkibiades) would speak emphatically in their favor. 
He would advise, and felt confident that he could persuade, the 
Athenians to restore Pylos, a step which his opposition lmd hith
erto been the chief means of preventing. He gave them his solemn 
pledge - confirmed by an oath, according to Plutarch - that he 
would adopt this conduct, if they would act upon his counsel.I 
The envoys were much struck with the apparent sagacity of these 
suggestions,2 and still more delighted to find that the man from 
whom they anticipated the most formidable opposition was pre
pared to speak in their favor. His language obtained with them, 
probably, the more ready admission aud confidence, inasmuch as 
he had volunteered his services to become the political agent of 
Sparta only a few months before; and he appeared now to be 
simply resuming that policy. 'Phey were sure of the suppo:r_t of 

Thucyd. v, 45. l\I'fj,tllVUTal cli: rrpilr avrovr roiovclt TL 0 'AAK1(3tfuJ1w roil, 
AaKeOatµoviovr rrei>'Yct, rriartv avroii; ooiJr, 1/v µTi oµo"AoyfirnJULV tv T/i> 
ofiµc,i llVTOKpuroper ~KCLV1 Ilv~OV TC avroir arroilw11e1v (Tr el 11 Cl V yap a VT or 
'A 1'Y 'f/ vain v r, wurrrp Kat i-iiv civrtMyetv) Kat ru~).a gvva"A"Aa~etv. Bov"Ao
µevo<; Oe avroiJi; N tKiov TC aTrOUTijuat ravra errparre, Kat Q'lr(,)' t v T iii il fi µ,,, 
ilta,Ba"Awv avrovr wi; ov1Hv aA'f/>'YEr tv viiJ txovutv, ov&e "Ai
yovutv ovoirrore ravru, TOV<; 'Apyeiovr gvµµaxovr 11:01fiuv • 

• Plutarch (Alkibiad. c. 14). Taiira o' eirrwv opK ov' EOWIC ev av roir, 
Kat µerEaT'f/<1CV am) TOV Nt1eiov 1T:UVTU7rll<1t 7rt<1TCVoVrar avri;i, /CUL f} avµ a
( o VTO<; uµa TTJV de tVU T'f/ :-a IC llt <1VVEC1tV 1 W<; OV TOV TV,tOVTor cLVOpO<; 
ofoav. Again, Plutarch, Nikias, c. 10. 
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Nikias and his party, under all circumstances ; if, by complying 
with the recommendation of Alkibiades, they could gain liis stren
uous ad,·ocacy and influence also, they fancied that theii• cause 
was sure of success. Accordingly, they agreecl to act upon his 
i:uggestion, not only without con~ulting but without even warn
ing Nikias, which was exactly what Alkibiades desired, and had 
probably required them to promise. 

Next day, the pu~lic assembl7 met, and the envoys were intro
duced; upon which Alkibiades himself; in a tone of peculiar 
mildness, put the question to them, upon what footing they came?• 
what powers they brought with them ? They immediately declared 
that they had brought no full powers for treating and settlement, 
but only came to explain and discuss. Nothing could exceed the 
astonishment with which thi:i declaration was heard. The sen
ators present, to whom these envoys a day or two before had 
publicly declared the distinct contrary, - the assembled people, 
who, made aware of this previous aiiirmation, had come prepared 
to hear the ultimatum of Sparta from their lips, - lastly, most of 
all, Nikias himself, - their confidential agent and probably their 
host at Athens, - who had doubtless announced them a:; plen
ipotentiaries, and concerted with them the management of their 
cases before the assembly, - all were alike astounded, and none 
knew what to make of the words just heard. But the indignation 
of the people equalled theii· astonishment: there wa:; a unanimous 
burst of wrath against. the standing faithlessness and duplicity of 
Laced:£monians; never saying the same thing two days together. 
To crown the whole, Alkibiades himself affected to share all the 
surprise of the multitude, and was even the loudest of them all 
in invectives against the envoys; denouncing Lacedtemonian 
perfidy and evil designs in language far more bitter than he had 
ever employed before. Nor was this all :2 he took advantage of 

I Plutarch, Alkib. c. 14. 'Epwrwµevot o' inro TOV 'A'J..1aj31uoov rriivv 
</> t Aav'/) p,;, 7r (,) r, i<j>' olr urfnyµivot Tvyxiivovatv, OVK l'/Ja<rav f;KtW avro
Kparoper• 

• Thucyd. v, 45. Oi ,A{J1;vaiot OVKtTl i/veixuvro, ui\i\u TOV 'AA.Kt(ltuoov 
'll"oil.il.<fi µai\i\ov if 1rporepov Karaflot:Jvror rt:iv AaKeoatµo
v '(,) v' iu~Knv6v Te Kat froiµot 1/aav ev{JiJr 'l!"apayaytiv TOV. 'Apyeiovr, etc. 

Compare Plutarch, Alkib. c. 14: and Plutarch, Nikias, c. 10. 
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the vehement acclamation which welcomed these invectives to 
propose that the Argeian envoys should be called in and the 
alliance with Argos concluded forthwith. And this would cer
tainly have been done, if a remarkable phenomenon - an earth
quake - had not occurred to prevent it; causing the assembly to 
be adjourned to the next day, pursuant to a religious scruple then 
recognized as paramount. 

This remarkable anecdote comes in all its main circumstances 
from Thucydides. It illustrates forcibly that unprincipled char
acter which will be found to attach to Alkibiades through life, 
and presents indeed an unblushing combination of impudence 
and fraud, which we cannot better describe than by saying that 
it is exactly in the vein of Fielding's Jonathan Wild. In depict
ing Kleon and IIyperbolus, historians vie with each other in 
strong language to mark the impudence which is said to have 
been their peculiar characteristic. Now we have no particular 
facts before us to measure the amount of truth in this, though as · 
a general charge it is sufficiently credible. But we may affirm, 
with full assurance, that none of the much-decried demagogues 
of Athens - not one of those sellers of leather, lamps, sheep, 
ropes, pollard, and other commodities, upon whom Aristophanes 
heaps so many excellent jokes - ever surpassed, if they ever 
equalled, the impudence of this descendant of JEakus and Zeus 
in his manner of overreaching and disgracing the Lacedremonian 
envoys. These latter, it must be added, display a carelessness 
of public faith and consistency, a facility in publicly unsaying 
what they have just before publicly said, and a treachery towards 
their own confidential agent, which is truly surprising, and goes 
far to justify the general charge of habitual duplicity so often 
alleged against the Lacedremonian character.1 

The disgraced envoys would doubtless quit Athens immedi
ately: but this opportune earthquake gave Nikias a few hours to 
recover from his unexpected overthrow. In the assembly of the 
next day, he still contended that the friendship of Sparta was 
preferable to that of Argos, and insisted on the prudence of 
postponing all consummation of engagement with the latter until 
the real intentions of Sparta, now so contradictory and inexplic

1 Euripid. Andromach. 445-455; Herodot. ix, 54. 
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able, should be made clear. He contended that the position of 
Athens, in regard to the peace and alliance, was that of superior 
honor and advantage; the position of Sparta, one of comparative 
disgrace: Athens had thus a greater interest than Sparta in 
maintaining what had been concluded. But he at the same time 
admitted that a distinct and peremptory explanation must be 
exacted from Sparta as to her intentions, and he requested the 
people to send himself with some other colleagues to demand it. 
The Laced::emonians should be apprised that Argeian envoys 
were already present in Athens with propositions, and that the 
Athenians might already have concluded this alliance, if they 
could have permitted themselves to do wrong to the existing 
alliance with Sparta. But the Laced::emonians, if their inten
tions were honorable, must show it forthwith: 1. By restoring 
Panaktum, not demolished, but standing. 2. By restoring Am
phipolis also. 3. By renouncing their special alliance with the 
Breotians, unless the Breotians on their side chose to become 
parties to the peace with Athens.I 

The Athenian assembly, acquiescing in the recommendation 
of Nikias, invested him with the commission which he required: 
a remarkable proof, after the overpowering defeat of the preced
ing day, how strong was the hold which he still retained upon 
them, and how sincere their desire to keep on the best terms 
with Sparta. This was a last chance granted to Nikias and his 
policy ; a perfectly fair chance, since all that was asked of Sparta 
was just; but it forced him to bring matters to a decisive issue 
with her, and shut out all farther evasion. His mission to 
Sparta failed altogether: the influence of Kleobulus and Xenares, 
the anti-Athenian ephors, was found predominant, so that not one 
of his demands was complied with. And even when he formally 
announced that unless Sparta renounced her special alliance with 
the Bmotians or compelled the Breotians to accept the peace with 
Athens, the Athenians would immediately contract alliance with 
Argos, the menace produced no effect. He could only obtain, 
and that too as a personal favor to himself, that the oaths as they 
stood should be formally renewed; an empty concession, which 
covered but faintly the humiliation of his retreat to Athens. 

1 Thucyd. v, 46. 

VOL. VII. 3 4oe. 
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The Athenian assembly listenecl to his report with strong indig
nation against the Laceclremonians, and with markecl cli~pleasure 
even against himself, as the great author and voucher of this 
unperformed treaty ; while Alkibiades was permitted to intro
duce the envoys - already at hand in the city- from Argos, 
l\Iantineia, and Elis, with whom a pact was at once concluded.I 

The words of this, which Thucydides gives us doubtless from 
the record on the public column, comprise two engagements; one 
for peace, another for alliance. 

The Athenians, Argeians, JHantineians, and Eleians, have con
cluded a treaty of peace by sea and by land, without fraud or 
mischief, each for themselves and for the allies over whom each 
exercise em}Jire.2 [The express terms in which these states 
announce themselves as imperial states and their allies as de
pendencies, deserve notice. No such words appear in the treaty 
between Athens and Lacedremon. I have already mentioned 
that the main ground of discontent on the part of JHantineia 
and Elis towards Sparta, was connected with their imperial 
power.] 

Neither of them shall bear arms against the other for purposes 
of damage. 

The Athenians, Argeians, l\Iantineians, and Eleians, shall be 
allies with each other for one hundred years. If any enemy 
shall invade Attica, the three contracting cities shall lend the 
most vigorous aid in their power at the invitation of Athens. 
Should the forces of the invading city damage Attica and then 
retire, the three will proclaim that city their enemy and attack 
it: neither of the four shall in that case suspend the war, without 
consent of the others. 

Reciprocal obligations imposed upon Athens, in case Argos, 
l\fantineia, or Elis, shall be attacked. 

Neither of the four contracting powers shall grant passage to. 
troops through their own territory, or the territory of allies over 
whom they may at the time be exercising command, either by 
land or sea, unless upon joint resolution.s 

1 Thucyd. v, 46; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 10. 
• Thucyd. v, 47. i•rrep arpwv avrwv Kat TWV gvµµax_(,)V WV upx_ovaiv EKUTepot. 
~ Thucyd. v, 48. Kai r.wv gvµµax.(,)v .:, v av up x. GI a' v {Kaarot. The 



51 ALLL\.:~(CE OF ATHE:NS, ARGOS, ETC. 

In ca~e auxiliary troops sliall be required and sent under this 
treaty, the city sending shall furnish their maintenance for the 
space of thirty days, from the day of their entrance upon the 
territory of the city requiring. Should their services be needed 
for a longer period, the city requiring shall furnish their mainte
nance, at the rate of three .i"Egimcan oboli for each hoplite, light
armed or archer, and of one .iEginrean drachma or six oboli for 
each horseman, per day. The city requiring shall possess the 
command, so long as the service required shall be in her 
territory. But if any expedition shall be undertaken by joint 
resolution, then the command shall be shared equally between 
all. 

Such were the substantive conditions of the new alliance. 
Provision was then made for the oaths, - by whom? where? 
when? in what words? how often? they were to be taken. Athens 
was to swear on behalf of herself and her allies; but Argos, · 
Elis, and l\Iantineia, with their respective allies, \vere to swear 
by separate cities. The oaths were to be renewed every four 
years; by Athens, within thirty days before each Olympic festi
val, at Argos, Elis, and l\lantineia ; by these three cities, at 
Athens, ten days before each festival of the greater Panathenrea. 

· "The words of the treaty of peace and alliance, and the oaths 
sworn, shall be engraven on stone columns, and put up in the 
temples of each of the four cities ; and also upon a brazen col
umn, to be put up by joint cost at Olympia, for the festirnl now 
approaching." 

"The four cities may, by joint consent, make any change they 
please in the provisions of this treaty, without violating their 
oaths."! 

The conclusion of this new treaty introduced a greater degree 
of complication into the grouping and association of the Grecian 
cities than had ever before been known. The ancient Spartan 
confederacy, and the Athenian empire still subsisted. A peace 

tense and phrase here deserve notice, as contrasted with the phrase in the 
former part of the treaty- rwv ~vµ,uuxwv Ziv up x o v,, t v lKurepot. 

The clause imposing actual obligation to hinder the passage of troops, 
required to be left open for application to the actual time. 

1 Thucyd. v, 47. 
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had been concluded between them, ratified by the formal vote 
of the majority of the confederates, yet not accepted by several 
of the minority. Not merely peace, but also special alliance had 
been concluded between Athens and Sparta; and a special alli
ance between Sparta and Bceotia. Corinth, member of the 
Spartan confederacy, was also member of a defensive alliance 
with Argos, 1\Iantineia, and Elis; which three states had con
cluded a more intimate alliance, first with each other (without 
Corinth), and now recently with Athens. Yet both Athens and 
Sparta still retained the alliance! concluded between themselves, 
without formal rupture on either side, though Athens still com
plained that the treaty had not been fulfilled. No relations 
whatever subsisted between Argos and Sparta. Between Athens 
and Bceotia there was an armistice terminable at ten days' no
tice. Lastly, Corinth could not be prevailed upon, in spite of 
repeated solicitation from the Argeians, to join the new alliance 
of Athens with Argos: so that no relations subsisted between 
Corinth and Athens ; while the Corinthians began, though faintly, 
to resume their former tendencies towards Sparta.2 

The alliance between Athens and Argos, of which part_iculars 
have just been given, was concluded not long before the Olympic 
festival of the 90th Olympiad, or 420 B.c.: the festival being 
about the beginning of July, the treaty might be in 1\Iay.3 That 
festival was memorable, on more than one ground. It was the 
first which had been celebrated since the conclusion of the peace, 
the leading clause of which had been expressly introduced to 
guarantee to all Greeks free access to the great Pan-Hellenic 
temples, with liberty of sacrificing, consulting the oracle, and 
witnessing the matches. For the last eleven years, including 
two Olympic festirnls, Athens herself, and apparently all the 
numerous allies of Athens, had been excluded from sending their 
solemn legation, or theory, and from attending as spectators, at 
the Olympic games.4 Now that such exclusion was removed, 

1 Thucyd. v, 48. 9 Thucyd. v, 48-50. 
3 KarmUVTCJV oe Kat 'OA.vµrriaut O'T~Ar]V xaAKijV KOtvy 'O Avµ 1r i 0 l r T 0 l r 

vvvi (Thucyd. v, 47), words of the treaty. 
4 Doricus of Rhodes was victor in the Pankration, both in Olymp. 88 and 

89, (428-424 B.c.) Rhodes was included among the tributary allies of 
Athens. But the athletes who came to contend were wivileged and (as it 
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and that the Eleian heralds (who came to announce the approach
ing games and proclaim the truce connected with them) again 
trod the soil of Attica, - the Athenian visit was felt both by 
themselves and by others as a novelty. Some curiosity was 
entertained to see what figure the theory of Athens would 
make as to show and splendor. Nor were there wanting spite
ful rumors, that Athens had been so much impoverished by the 
war, as to be prevented from appearing with appropriate mag
nificence at the altar and in the presence of Olympic Zeus. 

Alkibiades took pride in silencing these surmises, as well as in 
glorifying his own name and person, by a display more imposing 
than had ever been previously beheld. He had already distin
guished himself in the local festivals and liturgies of Athens by 
an ostentation surpassing Athenian rivals: but he now felt him
self standing forward as the champion and leader of Athens 
before Greece. Ile had discredited his political rival Nikias, 
given a new direction to the politics of Athens by the Argeian 
alliance, and was about to commence a series of intra-Pelopon
nesian operations against the Lacedremonians. On all these 
grounds he determined that his first appearance on the plain of 
Olympia should impose upon all beholders. The Athenian 
theory, of which he was a member, waa set out with first-rate 
splendor, and with the amplest show of golden ewers, censers, 
etc., for the public sacrifice and procession.I But when the 
chariot-races came on, Alkibiades himself appeared as competitor 
at his own cost,- not merely with one well-equipped chariot and 
four, which the richest Greeks had hitherto counted as an extra-

were) sacred persons, who were never molested or hindered from coming to 
the festival, if they chose to come, under any state of war. Their inviola
bility was never disturbed even down to the harsh proceeding of Aratus 
(l'lutarch, Aratus, c. 28). 

But this docs not prove that Rhodian visitors generally, or a Rhodian 
theory, could have come to Olympia between 431-421 in safety. 

From the presence of individuals, even as spectators, little can be infer· 
red: because, even at this very Olympic festival of 420 n.c., Lichas the 
Spartan was present as a spectator, though all Laccdremonians were for
mally excluded t;y proclamation of the Elcians (Thucyd. v, 50). 

1 Of the taste and elegance with which these exhibitions were usually got 
up in Athens, surpassing generally every other city in Greece, see a remark
able testimony in Xenophon, l\Icmorabil. iii, 3, 12. 



54 

I 

IIISTOUY OF GREECE. 

ordinary personal glory, but with the prodigious number of seven 
distinct chariots, each with a team of four horses. And so supe
rior was their quality, that one of his chariots gained a fk;t prize, 
and another a second prize, so that .Alkibiades was twice crowned 
with sprigs of the sacred olive-tree, and twice proclaimed by the 
herald. Another of his se,·en cl1ariots also came in fourth: but 
no crown or proclamation, it seems, was awarded to any after 
the second in order. \Ve mnst recollect that he had competitors 
from all parts of Greece to contend against, not merely private men, 
but even de;:pots and go1·ernments. Nor was this all. The tent 
which the Athenian theurs provided for their countrymen, visitors 
to the games, was hand:'omely adornc<l; but a separate tent, which 
Alkibiades himself provided for a public banquet to celebrate his 
triumph, together with the banquet itself, was set forth on a scale 
still more stately and expensive. The rich allies of Athens 
Ephesus, Chios, and Lesbos -are said to have lent him their aid 
in enhancing this display. It is highly probable that they would 
be glad to cultivate his favor, as he had now become one of the 
first men in Athens, and was in an ascendent cour~e. But we 
must farther recollect thi1t they, as well as Athens, liad been 
excluded from the Olympic festival, so that their own feelings on 
first returning might well prompt them to take a genuine interest 
in this imposing reappearance of the Ionic race at the common 
sanctuary of Ilellas. 

Five years afterwards, on an important discussion which will be 
hereafter described, ·Alkibiades maintained puLlicly before the 
Athenian assemLly that his unparalleled Olympic display had pro
duced an effect upon the Grecian min<l highly beneficial to Athens ;I 

Thucyd. vi, 16. 01 yup •E;1),71ver Kat {nrep ovvaµiv µeii;w i1µwv T~V 'lrOALV 

tvoµt<!av r<;:i tµ<;:i cliarrperrel ri;r '01.vµrria;e i9ewpiar, 'Ir p 6 rep o v t A. 'Ir i (o v· 

TE> a VT ~ V K a T a 1r e 1r 0 AE µ i; <! {} a t " OtOTl apµa;a µev E'TrTa Ka{}ijKa, 

o<!a oMrir rrw l0iwn1r rrp&repov, tviK71<1a re, Kat &vrepo~ Kat rfrapror eye· 
v6µ111', Kat ru/,/. a <L;iwr ri;r vi.-71r rrape<!Ktvar;[iµ71v. · 

The full force of this granclio,;e di,;play cannot be felt unless we bring to 
onr minds the special po>ition both of Athens and the Athenian allies to
wards Olympia,- and of Alkibia<les himself towards Athens, Argos, and 
the rest of Greece, - in the first half of the year 420 B.C. 

Alkibia<les obtained from Euripides the honor of an epiniki:rn ode, or 
song of triumph, to celebrate this event; of which a few lines are preserved 
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dissipating the suspicions entertained that she was ruined by the 
war, and establishing beyond dispute her vast wealth and power. 

by Plutarch (Alkib. c. ll). It is curious that the poet alleges Alkibiades 
to have been first, second, and third, in the course; while Alkibiadcs himself, 
more modest and doubtless more exact, pretends only to first, second, and 
fvwth. Euripides informs us that Alkibiadcs was crowned twice and pro
claimed twice-<11, aupfH:vr' tJ.ai(L KupvKt {3017v 'll'apaoovvat. Reiske, Coray, 
and Schafer, have thought it right to alter this word oi, to Tp1,, without 
any authority, which completely alters the asserted fact. Sintenis in his 
edition of Plutarch has properly restored the word ok. 

How long the recollection of this famous Olympic festival remained in 
the Athenian public mind, is attested partly by the Oratio de Bigis of Isok
mtes, composed in defence of the son of Alkibiades at least twenty-five 
years afterwards, perhaps more. Isokrates repeats the loose assertion of 
Euripides, 11'pwTo,, &vupor, and Tpfro, (Or. xvi, p. 353,sect.40). The spu
rious Oration called that of Andokides against Alkibiades also preserves 
many of the current talcs, some of which I haYe admitted into the text, 
because I think them probable in themsclYes, and because that oration itself 
may rea8onably be believed to be a composition of the middle of the fourth 
century n.c. That orution puts all the proceedings of Alkibiades in a very 
invidious temper and with palpable exaggeration. The story of Alkibiades 
having robbed an Athenian named Diomcdcs of a fine chariot, appears to be 
a sort of variation on the story about Tisias, which figures in the oration of 
Isokrates ; see Andokid. cont . .Alkib. sect. 26: possibly Alkibiades may 
have left one of the teams not paid for. The aid lent to Alkibiades by the 
Chians, Ephesians, etc., as described in that oration, is likely to be substan
tially true, and may easily be explained. Compare Athenre. i, p. 3. 

Our information about the arrangements of the chariot-racing at Olym
pia is very impeifect. We do not distinctly know how the seven chariots 
of Alkibiades ran, - in how many races, - for all the seven could not, in 
my judgment, have run in one and the same race. There must have been 
many other chariots to run, belonging to other competitors : and it seems 
difficult to believe that ever a greater number than ten can have run in the 
same race, since the course involved going twelve times round the goal (Pin
dar, 01. iii, 33; vi, 75 ). Ten competing chariots run in the race described 
by Sophok!es (Electr. 708 ), and if we could venture to construe strictly the 
expression of the poet, - oi Ka To v t K11' /,, TJ p wv oxov, - it would seem 
that ten was the extreme number permitted to run. Even so great a num
ber as ten was replete with danger to the persons engaged, as may be seen 
by reading the description in Sophok!Cs (compare Demosth. 'Ep<Jr. Aoy. p. 
1410), who refers indeed to a Pythiau and not an Olympic solemnity: but 
the main circumstances must have been common to both; and we know 
that the twelve turns ( D<J0t1<uyvaµrrTov owoeKu<lpoµov) were common to both 
(Pindar, Pyth. v, 31 ). 

Alkibiades was not the only person who gained a chariot victory at. this. 

http:353,sect.40
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He was doubtless right to a considerable extent; though not 
sufficient to repel the charge from himself, which it was his pur

90th Olympiad, 420 n.c. Lichas the Lacedremonian also gained one 
(Thucyd. v, 50), though the chariot was obliged to be entered in another 
name, since the Lacedremonians were interdicted from attendance. 

Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. of Greece, vol. iii, ch. xxiv, p. 316) says: "We are 
not aware that the Olympiad, in which these chariot-victories of Alkibiades 
were gained, can be distinctly fixed. But it was probably Olymp. 89, n.c. 
424." 

In my judgment, both Olymp. 88 (n.c. 428) and Olymp. 89 (n.c. 424) are 
excluded from the possible supposition, by the fact that the general war was 
raging at both periods. To suppose that in the midst of the summer of these 
two fighting years, there was an Olympic truce for a month, allowing Athens 
and her allies to send thither their solemn legations, their chariots for com
petition, and their numerous individual visitors, appears to me contrary to all 
probability. The Olympic month of n.c. 424, would occur just about the 
time when Brasidas was at the Isthmus levying troops for his intended ex
pedition to Thrace, and when he rescued l\Iegara from the Athenian attack. 
This would not be a very quiet time for the peaceable Athenian visitors, 
with the costly display of gold and silver plate and the ostentatious theory, 
to pass by, on its way to Olympia. During the time when the Spartans 
occupied Dekeleia, the solemn processions of communicants at the Eleu
sinian mysteries could never march along the Sacred ·way from Athens 
to Eleusis. Xen. Hell. i, 4, 20. 

Moreover, we see that the very first article both of the Truce for one 
year and of the Peace of Nikias, expressly stipulate for liberty to all to 
attend the common temples and festivals. The first of the two relates to 
Delphi expressly: the second is general, and embraces Olympia as well as 
Delphi. If the Athenians had visited Olympia in 428 or 424 n.c., without 
impediment, these stipulations in the treaties would have no purpose nor 
meaning. But the fact of their standing in the front of the treaty, proves 
that they were looked upon as of much interest and importance. 

I have placed the Olympic festirnl wherein Alkibiades contended with 
bis seven chariots, in 420 n.c., in the peace, but immediately after the war. 
No other festival appears to me at all suitable. 

Dr. Thirlwall farther assumes, as a matter of course, that there was only 
one chariot-race at this Olympic festival, that all the seven chariots of Alki
biades ran in this one race, and that in the festival of 420 n.c., Lichas 
gained the prize: thus implying that Alkibiades could not have gained the 
prize at the same festival. 

I am not aware that there is any evidence to prove either of these three 
propositions. To me they all appear improbable and unfounded. 

We know from Pausanias (vi, 13, 2) that even in the case of the stadio
dromi, or runners who contended in the stadium, all were not brought out 



57 SPARTANS EXCLUDED FRO)! THE GA)!ES. 

pose io do, both of overweening personal vanity, and of that 
reckless expenditure which he would be compelled to try and 
overtake by peculation or violence at the public cost. All the 
unfavorable impressions suggested to prudent Athenians by his 
previous life, were aggravated by this stupendous display; much 
more, of course, the jealousy and hatred of personal competitors. 
And this feeling was not the less real, though as a political man 
he was now in the full tide of public favor. 

If the festival of the £J0th Olympiad was peculiarly distin~ 
guished by the reappearance of Athenians and those connected 
with them, it was marked by a farther novelty yet more striking, 
the exclusion of the Lacedremonians. This exclusion was the 
con~equence of the new political interests of the Eleians, com
bined with their increased consciousness of force arising out of 
the recent alliance with Argos, Athens, and l\lantineia. It has 
already been mentioned that since the peace with Athens, the 
Lacedremonians, acting as arbitrators in the case of Lepreum, 
which the Eleians claimed as their dependency, had declared it 
to be autonomous, and had sent a body of troops to defend it. 
Probably the Eleians had recently renewed their attacks upon 
the district, since the junction with their new allies ; for the 
Laccdmmo.nians had detached thither a fresh body of one thou
sand hoplites immediately prior to the Olympic festival. Out of 
the mission of this fresh detachment the sentence of exclusion 
arose. The Eleians were privileged administrators of the festi
val, regulating the details of the ceremony itself, and formally 

in one mcc. They were distributed into sets, or batches, of what number 
we know not. Each set ran its own heat, and the victors in each then com
peted with each other in a fresh heat ; so that the victor who gained tho 
grand final prize was sure to have won two heats. 

Now if this practice was adopted with the foot-runners, much more would 
it be likely to be adopted with the chariot-racers in case many chariots were 
brought to the same festival. The danger would be lessened, the sport 
would be increased, and the glory of the competitors enhanced. The Olym· 
pie festival lasted five days, a long time to provide amusement for so vast a 
crowd of spectators. Alkibiadcs and Lichas may therefore both have 
gained chariot-victories at the same festival: of course only one of them 
can have gained the grand final prize, and which of the two that was it is 
impossible to say. 

3* 
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proclaiming by heralds the commencement of the Olympic truce, 
during which all violation of the Eleian territory by an armed 
force was a sin against the majesty of Zeus. On the present 
occasion they affirmed that the Lacedremonians had sent the one 
thousand hoplites into Lepreum, and had captured a fort called 
Phyrkus, both Eleian possessions, after the proclamation of the 
truce. They accordingly imposed upon Sparta the fine prescribed 
by the "Olympian law," of two minre for each man, two thousand 
mime in all; a part to Zeus Olympius, a part to the Eleians 
themselves. During the interval between the proclamation of 
the truce and the commencement of the festival, the Lacedremo
nians sent to remonstrate against this fine, which they alleged to 
have been unjustly imposed, inasmuch as the heralds had not ·yet 
proclaimed the truce at Sparta when the hoplites reached Le
preum. The Eleians replied that the truce had already at that 
time been proclaimed among themselves (for they always pro
claimed it first at home, before their heralds crossed the borders), 
so that they were interdicted from all military operations ; of 
which the Lacedremonian hoplites had taken advantage to com
mit their last aggressions. To which the Lacedremonians re
joined, that the behavior of the Eleians themselves contradicted 
their own allegation, for they had sent the Eleian heralds to 
Sparta to proclaim the truce after they knew of the sending of 
the hoplites, thus showing that they did not consider the truce 
to have been already violated. The Lacedremonians added, that 
after the herald reached Sparta, they had taken no farther mil
itary measures. How the tru~h stood in this disputed question, 
we have no means of deciding. But the Eleians rejected the 
explanation, though offering, if the Lacedremonians would restore 
to them Lepreum, to forego such part of the fine as would accrue 
to themselves, and to pay out of their own treasury on behalf of 
the Lacedremonians the portion which belonged to the god. This 
new proposition being alike refused, was again modified by the 
Eleians. They intimated that they would be satisfied if the 
Lacedremonians, instead of paying the fine at once, would pub
licly on the altar at Olympia, in presence of the assembled 
Greeks, take an oath to pay it at a future date. But the Lace
dremonians would not listen to the proposition either of payment 
or of promise. Accordingly the Eleians, as judges under the 
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Olympic law, interdicted them from the temple of Olympic 
Zeus, from the privilege of sacrificing there, and from attendance 
and competition at the games; that is, from attendance in the 
form of the sacred legation called theory, occupying a formal and 
recognized place at the solemnity.I 

As all the other Grecian states - with the single exception of 
Lepreum - were presen't by their theories2 as well as by individ
ual spectators, so the Spartan theory "shone by its absence" in 
a manner painfully and insultingly conspicuous. So extreme, 
indeed, was the affront put upon the Lacedremonians, connected 
as they were with Olympia by a tie ancient, peculiar, and never 
yet broken ; so pointed the evidence of that comparative degra
dation into which they had fallen, through the peace with Athens 
coming at the back of the Sphakterian disaster,3 that they were 
supposed likely to set the exclusion at defiance ; and to escort 
their theors into the temple at Olympia for sacrifice, under the 
protection of an armed force. The Eleians even thought it 
necessary to put their younger hoplites under arms, and to sum
mon to their aid one thousand hoplites from J\Iantineia as well as 
the same number from Argos, for the purpose of repelling this 
probable attack: while a detachment of Athenian cavalry were 
stationed at Argos during the festival, to lend assistance in case 
of need. The alarm prevalent among the spectators of the fes
tival was most serious, and became considerably aggravated by 
an incident which occurred after the chariot racing .. Lichas,4 a 
Lacedremonian of great wealth and consequence, had a chariot 
running in the lists, which he was obliged to enter, not in his own 
name, but in the name of the Bceotian federation. The sentence 
of exclusion hindered him from taking any ostensible part, but it 
did not hinder him from being present as a spectator; and when 
he saw his chariot proclaimed victorious under the title of Bceo
tian, his impatience to make himself known became uncontrol

1 Thucyd. v, 49, 50. 
t Thucyd. v, 50. AaKtOat116vtot µf:v eZpyovro TOV lepov, i'1v11£ar Kat uywvc.Jv, 

/Wt OlKOt ii'.h•ov· ol oe uAAot "EAA71ver Ei'Tewpovv, 1rA~V Ampearwv. 
3 Thucyd. v, 28. Kara yap riiv ;rpovov rovrov ~ re Aa1mJaiµc.Jv µal.t11ra 

&~ KaKwr i'/KOVl1£, Kat vrrepwipi'171 Ota Tur ;vµipopar;, oi Te 'Apyciot upt11Ta fo;rov 
Toir 7ra11t, etc. ' See a previous note, p. 56. 

http:Aa1mJai�c.Jv
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laLle. Ile stepped into the mi<ht of the lists, and placed a 
chaplet on the head of the charioteer, thus advertising himself 
as the master. This was a flagrant inclecorum and known viola
tion of the orcler of the festival: accordingly, the official attend
ants with their staffs interfered at once in performance of their 
duty, chastising and driving him back to his place with blows.I 
Hence arose an increased apprehension of armed Laccdremonian 
interference. None rnch took place, however: the Laccdmmo
nians, for the first and last time in their history, offered their 
Olympic sacrifice at home, and the festival passed off without 
any interruption.2 The boldness of the Eleians in putting this 
affront upon the most powerful state in Greece is so astonishing, 
that we can hardly be mistaken in supposing their proceeding to 
have been suggested by Alkibiacles and encouraged by the armed 
aid from the allies. Ile 'ms at this moment not less ostentatious 
in humiliating Sparta than in showing off Athens. 

Of the depressed influence and estimation of Sparta, a farther 
proof was soon afforded by the fate of her colony, the Tra
chinian Herakleia, establi:shed near Thermopyloo, in the third 
year of the war. That colony- though at nrst comprising a 
numerous bocly of settlers, in consequence of the general trust in 
Lacedremonian power, and though always under the government 
of a Laccda'monian liarmost- had never prospered. It had 

Thncytl. v, 50. Aixar 0 'ApKtCllAUOV AaKroa1µ6vwr lv Ti;J uywvt {nro TWV 
pa,800£.xwv r.:l.TJY''' t'Aaprv, UTl VlKWVTO> TOU l:avrov (rvyovr, Kat uvaK7JPVX· 
ittvror Botwrwv 07Jµoaiov KUTU rijv OVK l~ovaiav T~> aywviat'W> r.:pot/.iti;;v lr 
TOV liyi:Jva uviv1wt TVV i1vivxov, (3ov'A6µtvor 07JAIJO'at OTl l:avrou ~v TO upµa. 

'Ve see by comparison with this incident how much less rough and harsh. 
was the manner of dealing at Athens, arnl in how much more serious a light 
blows to the person were considered. At the Athenian festival of the Dio
nysia, if a person committed disorder or obtruded himself into a place not 
properly belonging to him in the theatre, the archon or his officials were 
both empowered and rt>quircd to repress the disorder by turning the person 
out, and fining him, if necessary. But they were upon no account to strike 
him. If they did, they were punishable themseh·es by the dikastery after
wards (Demosth. cont. J\Icidi:un, c. 49). 

• It will be seen, however, that the Lacedremonians remembered and re
venged themselves upon the Eleians for this insult twelve years afterwards, 
during the plenitude of their power (Xcnoph. Hcllcn. iii, 2, 21; Diodor. xiv, 
17). 
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been persecuted from rhe beginning Ly the neighLoring triLes, 
and administered with harshness as well 11s peculation by its 
governors. The establishment of the town had been regarded 
from the beginning by the neighbors, especially the Thes$alians, 
as an invasion ·of their territory; and their hostilities, always 
vexatious, had, in the winter succeeding the Olympic festival 
just described, been carried to a greater point of violence than 
ever. They had defeated the IIerakleots in a ruinous battle, 
and slain Xenares the Lacedremonian governor. But though the 
place was so reduced as to be unable to maintain itself without 
foreign aid, Sparta was too much embarrassed by Peloponnesian 
enemies and waverers to be able to succor it; and the Bwotians, 
observing her inability, became apprehensive that the interfer
ence of Athens would be invoked. Accordingly they thought it 
prudent to occupy Herakleia with a body of Bmotian troops, 
dismissing the Lacedremonian governor IIegesippidas for alleged 
misconduct. Nor could the Lacedmmonians prevent this pro
ceeding, though it occasioned them to make i11;<:li_g!1ant remon
strance.I 

CHAPTER LVI. 

FROllI THE FESTIVAL OF OLYMPIAD KIXETY, DO\YN TO THE 
BATTLE OF MANTINEIA. 

SHORTLY after the remarkable events of the Olympic festival 
described in my last chapter, the Argeians and their allies sent a 
fresh embassy to invite the Corinthians to join them. They_ 
thought it a promising opportunity, after the affront just put 
upon Sparta, to prevail upon the Corinthians to desert her: but 
Spartan envoys were present also, and though the discussions 
were much protracted, no new resolution was adopted. An 

1 Thucyd. v, 51, 52 
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earthquake - possibly an earthquake not real, but simulated for 
convenience - abruptly terminated the congress. The Corinthi
ans - though seemingly distrusting Argos, now that she was 
united with Athens, and leaning rather towards Sparta - were 
unwilling to pronounce themselves in favor of one so as to make 
an enemy of the other.I 

In spite of this first failure, the new alliance of Athens and 
Argos manifested its fruits vigorously in the ensuing spring. 
Under the inspirations of Alkibiades, Athens was about to at
tempt the new experiment of seeking to obtain intra-Pelopon
nesian followers and influence. At the beginning of the war, she 
had been maritime, defensive, and simply conservative, under the 
guidance of Perikles. After the events of Sphakteria, she made 
use of that great advantage to aim at the recovery of J\Iegara 
and Breotia, which she had before been compelled to abandon by 
the thirty years' truce, at the recommendation of Kleon. In this 
attempt she employed the eighth year of the war, but with signal 
ill-success; while Brasidas during that period broke open the 
gates of her maritime empire, and robbed her of many important 
dependencies. The grand object of Athens then became, to 
recover these lost dependencies, especially Amphipolis : Nikias 
and his partisans sought to effect such recovery by making peace, 
while Kleon and his supporters insisted that it could never be 
achieved except by military efforts. The expedition under Kleon 
against Amphipolis had failed, the peace concluded by Nikias 
had failed also: Athens had surrendered her capital advantage, 
without regaining Amphipolis; and if she wished to regain it, 
there was no alternative except to repeat the attempt which had 
failed under Kleon. And this perhaps she might have done, as 
we shall find her projecting to do in the course of about four 
years forward, if it had not been, first, that the Athenian mind 
was now probably sick and disheartened about Amphipolis, in 
consequence of the prodigious disgrace so recently undergone 
there; next, that Alkibiades, the new chief adviser or prime 
minister of Athens - if we may be allowed to use an inaccurate 
expression, which yet suggests the reality of the case - was 
prompted by his personal impulses to turn the stream of Athe

.' Thucyd. v, 48-50. 
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nian ardor into a different channel. Full of antipathy to Sparta, 
he regarded the interior of Peloponnesus as her most vulnerable 
point, especially in the present disjointed relations of its compo
nent cities. :Moreover, his personal thirst for glory was better 
gratified amidst the centre of Grecian life than by undertaking 
an expedition into a distant and barbarous region: lastly, he 
probably recollected with discomfort the hardships and extreme 
cold, insupportable to all except the iron frame of Sokrates, 
which he had himself endured at the blockade of Potidrea twelve 
years before,t and which any armament destined to conquer 
Amphipolis would have to go through again. It was under these 
impressions that he now began to press his intra-Peloponnesian 
operations against Lacedremon, with the view of organizing a 
counter-alliance under Argos sufficient to keep her in check, and 
at any rate to nullify her power of carrying invasion beyond 
the Isthmus. All this was to be done without ostensibly break
ing the peace and alliance between Athens and Lacedremon, 
which stood in conspicuous letters on pillars erected in both 
cities. 

Coming to Argos at the head of a few Athenian boplites and 
bowmen, and reinforced by Peloponnesian allies, Alkibiades ex
hibited the spectacle of an Athenian general traversing the 
interior of the peninsula, and imposing his own arrangements in 
various quarters, a spectacle at that moment new and striking.2 
He first turned his attention to the Achrean towns in the north
west, where he persuaded the inhabitants of Patrre to ally them
selves with Athens, and even to undertake the labor of connecting 
their town with the sea by means of long walls, so as to place 
themselves within the protection of Athens from 8eawar<l. He 
farther projected the erection of a fort and the formation of a 
naval station at the extreme point of Cape Rhium, just at the 
narrow entrance of the Corinthian gulf; whereby the Athenians, 
who already possessed the opposite shore by means of Naupak
tus, would have become masters of the commerce of the gulf. 

I Plato, Symposion, c. 35, P· 220. 0£lVOt yap avro-&t xeiµi:iver, miyov Oto1' 

oeivorarov, etc. 
• Thucyd. v, 52. Isokrates (De Bigis, sect. l 7, p. 349) speaks of this ex

pedition of Alkibiudes in his usual loose and exaggerated language: but ho 
has a right to call attention to it as something very memorable at the time. 
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Dut the Corinthians and Sikyonians, to whom this would have 
been a serious mischief, despatched forces enough to prevent the 
consummation of the scheine, an<l probably abo to hinder the 
erection of the walls at 'Patrre.1 Y ct the march of Alkibiades 
doubtless strengthened the anti-Laconian interest throughout the 
Achrean coast. 

Ile then returned to take part with the .Argeians in a war 
against Epidaurus. To acquire pos~ession of this city would 
much facilitate the communication bct1rcen Athens and Argos, 
since it was not only immediately opposite to the i~land of .i'Egina 
now occupied by the Athenians, but also opened to the latter an 
access by land, dispensing with the labor of circumnavigating 
Cape Skyllreum, the southeastcru point of the Argcian and 
Epidaurian peninsula, whenever they sent forces to Argos. 
:Moreover, the territory of Epi<laurus bordered to the north on 
that of Corinth, so that the possession of it would be an addi
tional guarantee for the neutrality of the Corinthians. Accord
ingly it was resolved to attack Epitlaurus, for which a pretext 
was easily found. As presiding and administering state of the 
temple of Apollo Pythi.ieus (situated within the walls of Argos), 
the Argeians enjoyed a sort of religious supremacy over Epitlau
rus and other neighboring cities, seemingly the remnant of that 
extensive supremacy, politieal as well as religious, which in early 
times had been theirs.2 The Epidaurians owed to this temple 
certain sacrifices antl other ceremonial obligations, one of which, 
arising out of some circumstance which we cannot understand, 
was now due and unperformed: at least so the Argeians alleged. 
Such default imposed upon them the duty of getting together 
a military force to attack the Epidaurians and enforce the obliga
tion. , 

Their invading march, however, was for a time suspended by 
the news that king Agis with the full force of Laced..emon and 
her allies had atlvanced as far as Leuktra, one of the border 
towns of Laconia on the northwest, towards ]I.fount Lykocum and 
the Arcadian Parrhasii. "'hat this movement meant was known 
only to Agis himself, who did not even explain the purpose to 

1 Tlmcyd. v, 52. 

2 Thncyd. v, 53, with Dr. Arnold's note. 
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his own soldiers or officers, or allies.I Ilut the sacrifice constantly 
offered before passing the border was found so unfavorable, that 
lie abandoned his march for the present and returned home. 
The month Karneius, a period of truce as well as religious festi
val among the Dorian states, being now at hand, he directed the 
allies to hold them$elves prepared for an out-march as soon as 
that month had expired. 

On being informed that Agis had dismissed his troops, the 
Argeians prepared to execute their invasion of Epidaurus. The 
day on which they set out was already the twenty-sixth of th~ 
month preceding the Karneian month, so that there remained only 
three days before the commencement of that latter month with 
its holy truce, binding upon the religious feelings of the Dorian 
states generally, to which Argos, Sparta, and Epidaurus all be
longed. But the Argeians made use of that very peculiarity of 
the season, which was accounted likely to keep them at home, to 
facilitate their scheme, by playing a trick with the calendar, and 
proclaiming one of those arbitrary interferences with the reckon
ing of time which the Greeks occasionally employed to correct 
the ever-recurring confusion of their lunar system. Having 
begun their march on the twenty-sixth of the month before Kar
neius, the Argeians called each succeeding day still the twenty
sixth, thus disallowing the lapse of time, and pretending that the 
Karneian month had not yet commenced. This pro.ceeding was 
farther facilitated by the circumstance, that their allies of Athens, 
Elis, and JUantineia, not being Dorians, were under no obligation 
to observe the Karneian truce. Accordingly, the army marched 
from Argos into the territory of Epidaurus, and spent seemingly 
a fortnight or three weeks in laying it waste; all this time being 
really, according to the reckoning of the other Dorian states, 
part of the Karneian truce, which the Argeians, adopting their 
own arbitrary computation of time, professed not to be violating. 
The Epidaurians, unable to meet them singly-handed in the field, 

Thucyd. v, 54. fiJet oe ovodr inrot arparevovatv ovoe al 1r0Atli' l~ 0,p 

h~-~ro~ · · 
This incident shows that Sparta employed the military force of her allies 

without any regard to their feelings, quite as decidedly as Athens ; though 
there were some among them too powerful to be thus treated. 

VOL. VII. 5oc. 
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inrnked the aid of their allies; who, however, had already been 
summoneu by Sparta for the succeeding month, and did not 
choose, any more than the Spartans, to move during the Kar
neian month itself. Some allies, lwwcver, perhaps the Corin
thians, came as far as the Epidaurian bortler, but did not feel 
themselves strong enough to lend aid by entering the territory 
alone.I 

I Thucyd. v, 5-!. 'Apyriot o' UVQ:(lJ(J1/<YUVTWV Ql'TWV (the Laccdremonians), 
TOV r.pii TOV Ka[iVELOl! µ17viJr i:~Elcttavur TETpuOt <fJ>'JivovTOf, Kat U)"OVTEf 
7 hv hµ f pa V Ta{; TT/ V 7r UV i a T LJ V X p 0 V 0 V, laf(3a/.ov fr rljv 'Etrl• 

oavpiav KQl t 0 ~ 0 v v. 'Emoavptot Oil rovr ;vµ1tu;r,ovr ErrEKaAoiivro· WV oi 
µi:v ruv /t1/va r.pov<f!acricravro, ol cle rn2 tr µritopiav riJr 'Emrlavpiar 
£1.i'Javnr i,crvxa;ov. 

In explaining this passnge, I venture to depart from the views of all the 
commentators; \Yi th the less scruple, us it seems to me that even the best 
of them are here embarrassed anu unsati:,factory. 

The meaning 'vhich I give to the woru.> is the most strict and literal 
possible: "The Argeinns, having set out on the 2Gth of the month before 
Karnejus, anu keepin.r; that da!J durin.r; the 1dwle time, invaded the Epidaurian 
territory, n.nd ,,~cnt on ru,~aging· it.'' Tiy '· dHring the whole ti1ne" is meant, 
during the whole time thnt thi:; expedition lasted. That is, in my judg
ment, they kept the twenty-sixth day of the antecedent month for a whole 
fortnight or so; they called each succes:;i\'c day by the same name; they 
stopped the computed march of time; the twenty-seventh was never admit
ted to ha Ye arrh·ed. Dr. Thirlwall translates it (Hist. Gr. vol. iii, ch. xxiv, 
p. 331 : " They began their mareh on a Jay which they had alwa!JS. been 
used to keep holy." But surely the words 7ruvra rov xpuvov must denote 
some definite interrnl of time, and can hardly be construeu us equivalent to 
""'· lvlorcover the words, us Dr. Thirlwall construes them, introduce a 
new fact which has no vi,ihle bearing on the main affirmation of the scn
tcnee. 

The meaning which I give mny perhaps he cnlled in question on the 
ground that such tampering with the calcntlar is too absurd anrl childish to 
have been really committed. Yct it is not more nhsurd than the two ·votes 
of the Athenian assembly (in 2go n.c.), who being in the month of Muny
chion, first passed a rnte that that month shonlu be the month Anthestcrion; 
next, that it shoulu be the month Boedromion; in order that Demetrius 
J>oliorketes might he initiated hoth in the lesser and greater mysteries of 
Demeter, hoth at onc·A and at the same time. Demetrius arrh·cd at Athens 
in the month l\Iunyc-hion, and went through hath ceremonies with little or 
no delay; the religions sernple, and the dignity of the Two Goddesses, 
being saved by altering the name of the month twice (Plutarch, Demetrius, 
c. 26). 

http:laf(3a/.ov
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Meanwhile the Athenians had convoked another congress of 
deputies at l\Iantineia, for the purpose of diticussing propositions 

Besides, if we look to the conduct of the Argcians themselves at a subse
quent period (B.C. 389, Xenophon, Hellen. iv, 7, 2, 5; v, I, 29), we shall seo 
them playing an analogous trick with the calendar in order to get tho 
benefit of the sacred truce. "When the Lacedremonians invaded Argos, the 
Argeians despatched heralds with wreaths and the appropriate insignia, to 
warn them off on the ground of its being the period of the holy truce,
though it really WaS JW/ SO, - 0 V X 0 7r 0 TE ICU{} TJ K 0 t 0 X p 0 V 0., cl i\. ;v 
lirrore lµ(3a'A'Aetv µe'A'Aotev Aaiceoatµovtot, TOTE vrre
1> E p 0 v T 0 iJ. µ i/ v a. - Ol oi: Apyeiot Errel lyvt.>aav ov OVV1JO"Vµtvot 1Ct.>M1m., 
lrreµ'ljlav, CJ 11 rr e p el w{} e 11 av, fon1>avt.>,uevovr clvo Ki1pvrnr, v rr o 1> e
p o v Ta ( 11 rr o v cl ar. On more than one occasion, this ·stratagem was 
successful : the Lacedmmonians did not dare to act in defiance of the sum
mons of the herakh;, who affirmed that it was the time of the truce, though 
in reality it was not so. At last, the Spartan king Agesipolis actually went 
both to Olympia and Delphi, to put the express qnestion to those oracles, 
whether he was bound to accept the truce at any moment, right or wrong, 
when it might suit the convenience of the Argeians to bring it forward as a 
sham plea ( vrro1>ipetv ). The oracles both told him that he was under no 
ol,ligation to submit to such a pretence; accordingly, he sent back the 
heralds, refusing to attend to their summons, and invadecl the Argeian 
te1Titory. 

Now here is a case exactly in point, with this difference; that the Arge
iaus, when they are invaders of Epidaurus, fal,;ify the calendar in order to 
blot out the holy truce where it really ought to have come: whereas when 
they are the party invaded, they commit similar falsification in order to 
introduce the truce where it does not legitimately belong. I conceive, there
fore, that such an analog-011s incident completely justifies the interpretation 
which I haYe given of the passage now before us in Thucydides. 

But even if I were unable to produce a ca,;e so exactly parallel, I should 
still defend the interpretation. Looking to the state of the ancient Grecian 
calendars, the proceeding imputed to the Argeians ought not to be looked 
on as too preposterous and absurd for adoption, with the same eyes as we 
should regard it now. 

'Vith the exception of Athens, we do not know completely the calendar 
of a single other Grecian city: but we know that the months of all were 
lunar months, and that the practice followed in reganl to intercalation, for 
the prenntion of inconvenient divergence,, between lunar and solar time, 
was diffl'rent in eadi ditTcrent city. Accor<lingly, the lunar month of one 
city did not, except by accident, either begin or end at the same time as 
the lunar month of another. M. Bocckh ohserves (ad Coq). Inscr. t. i, p. 
734): "Variormn po;mlornm menses, qui silii secundum lcgitimos an no rum 
cardines respondent, non quovis conveniunt anno, nisi cyclus intercalatio
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of peace: perhaps this may have been a point carried by Nikias 
at Athens, in spite of Alkibiades. ·what other deputies attended 

num utrique populi idem sit: scd ubi diffcrunt cycli. altcro populo prius 
intercalante mensem dum non intcrcalat alter, eorum qui non intcrcalarunt 
mensis certus ccdit jam in eum mcnscm alterorum qui prrecedit illum cui 
vulgo respondet certus iste mensis : quad tamen negligere solcnt chrono
logi." Compare also the valuable Dissertation of K. F. Hermann, Uebcr 
die Gricchische Monatskunde, Gotting. 1844, pp. 21-27, where all that is 
known about the Grecian names and atTangement of months is well brought 
together. 

The names of the Argeian months we hardly know at all (see K. F. Her
mann, pp. 84-124): indeed, the only single name resting on positive proof, 
is that of a month llermceus. How far the months of Argos agreed with 
those of Epidaurus or Sparta we do not know, nor have we any right to 
presume that they did agree. Nor is it by nny means clear that every city 
in Greece had what may properly be called a system of intercalation, so 
correct as to keep the calendar right without frequent arbitrary interferences. 
Even at Athens, it is not yet satisfactorily proved that the Mctonic calen
dar was ever actually received into civil use. Cicero, in describing the 
practice of the Sicilian Greeks about reckoning of time, characterizes their 
interferences for the purpose of co1Terting the calendar as occasional rather 
than systematic. V erres took occasion from these interferences to make a 
still more violent change, by declaring the Ides of January to be tbe calends 
ofl\Iarch (Cicero, Verr. ii, 52, 129). 

Now where a people are accustomed to get wrong in their calendar, and 
to see occasional interferences introduced by authority to set them right, 
the step which I here suppose the Argeians to have taken about the inva
sion of Epidaurus will not appear absurd and preposterous. The Argeians 
would pretend that the real time for celebrating the festival of Karneia had 
not yet arrived. On that point, they were not bound to follow the views 
of other Dorian states, since th.ere does not seem to have been any recog
nized authority for proclaiming the commencement of the Karneian truce, 
as the Eleians proclaimed the Olympic and the Corinthians the Isthmiac 
truce. In saying, therefore, that the twenty-sixth of the month preceding 
Karneius should be repeated, and that the twenty-seventh should not be 
recognized as arriving for a fortnight or three weeks, the Argeian govern· 
mcnt would only be employing an expedient the like of which had been 
before resorted to; though, in the case before us, it was employed for a 
fraudulent purpose. 

The Spartan month llekatombeus appears to have c01Tespondcd with the 
Attic month IIckatombreon; the Spartan month following it, Karneius, with 
the Attic month l\Ictagcitnion (Hermann, p. 112), our months July and 
August; such correspondence being by no means exact or constant. Both 
Dr. Arnold and Goller speak of Hekatombeus as if it were the Argeian 
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we are not told; but Euphamidas, coming as envoy from Corinth, 
animadverted even at the opening of the debates upon the in
consistency of assembling a peace congress while war was actually 
raging in the Epidaurian territory. So much were the Athenian 
deputies struck with this observation, that they departed, per
suaded the Argeians to retire from Epidaurus, and then came 
back to resume negotiations. Still, however, the pretensions of 
both parties were found irreconcilable, and the congress broke 
up; upon which the Argeians again returned to renew their de
vastations in Epidaurus, while the Lacedremonians, immediately 
on the expiration of the Karneian month, marched out again, as 
far as their border town of Karyre, but were again arrested and 
forced to return by unfavorable border-sacrifices. Intimation of 
their out-march, however, was transmitted to Athens; upon which 
Alkibiades, at the head of one thousand Athenian hoplites, was 
sent to join the Argeians. But before he arrived, the Lacedre
monian army had been already disbanded; so that his services 
were no longer required, and the Argeians carried their ravages 
over one-third of the territory of Epidaurus before they at length 
evacuated it.l 

month preceding Karneius: but we only know it as a Spartan month. Its 
name does not appear among the months of the Dorian cities in Sicily, 
among whom nevertheless Karneius seems universal. See Franz, Comm. 
ad Corp. Inscript. Grrec. No. 5475, 5491, 5640. Part xxxii, p. 640. 

The tricks played with the calendar at Rome, by political authorities for 
party purposes, are well known to every one. And even in some states of 
Greece, the course of the calendar was so uncertain as to sen·e as a prover
bial expression for inextricable confusion. See Hesychius - Ev K € 'tJ rt i; 
iJ µ€pa ; ,Eirt TWV OVK evyvCHm.w OVOel!,' yap oloev lv K€<,J Tl!; Ii fiµ€pa, OTL 

OVK foruotv al f1µ£pat, ail.A.' wi; ll<1111rot &£:1ovow iqov<rt. See also Aristoph. 
Nubes, 605. 

Thucyd. v, 55. Kat 'A&7jvaiwv avroir ;t'lAto' t{30~&7J11av oiri\.2rat Kat 'Ai\.
Kt{3tarir;r 11rpar711·oi;, '7rViJoµevot rovi; AaKeoaiµoviovi; l;earpareiio&ac Kat iir 
OVOEv frt avrwv lOtt, uiriji\.&ov. This is the reading which Portus, Bloom
field, Didot, and Goller, either adopt or recommend; leaving out the parti
cle cle which stands in the common text after irv&oµevot. 

If we do not adopt this reading, we must construe t~earparevo&ai, as Dr. 
Arnold and Poppo construe it, in the sense of " had already completed 
their expedition and returned home." But no authority is produced for 
putting such a meaning upon the nrb l!Corparevw: and the view of Dr. 
Arnold, who conceives that this meaning exclusively belongs to the preterite 



70 ll1STORY OF GREECE. 

The Epidaurians were reinforced about the end of September 
by a detachment of three hundred Laced<emonian hoplites under 
Agesippidas, sent by sea without the knowledge of the Athenians. 
Of this, the Argeians preferred loud complaints at Athens; and 
they had good reason to condemn the negligence of the Athenians 
as allies, for not having ·kept better naval watch at their neigh
boring station of .lEgina, and for having allowed this enemy to 
enter the harbor of Epidaurus. But they took another ground 
of complaint, somewhat remarkable. In the alliance between 
Athens, Argos, Elis, and l\Iantineia, it had been stipulated that 
neither of the four should suffer the passage of troops through its 
territory, without the joint consent of all. Now the sea was 
accounted a part of the territory of Athens : so that the Athe
nians had violated this article of the treaty by permitting the 
Lacedremonians to send troops by sea to Epidaurus. And the 
Argeians now required Athens, in compensation for this wrong, 
to carry back the l\Iessenians and Helots from Kephallenia to 
Pylos, and allow them to ravage Laconia. The Athenians, under 
the persuasion of Alkibiad<~s, complied with their requisition; in
scribing, at the foot of the pillar on which their alliance with 
Sparta stood recorded, that the Lacedmmonians had not observed 
their oaths. Nevertheless, they still abstained from formally 
throwing up their treaty with Lacedremon, or breaking it in any 
other way.I The relations between Athens and Sparta thus re
mained in name, peace and alliance, so far as concerns direct 
operations against each other's teITitory; in reality, hostile action 
as well as hostile manreuvring, against each other, as allies re
spectively of third parties. 

The Argeians, after having prolonged their incursions on the 
Epidaurian territory throughout all the autumn, made in the 
winter an unavailing attempt to take the town itself by storm. 
Though there was no considerable action, but merely a succes
sion of desultory attacks, in some of which the Epidaurians even 

or plupeli"ect tense, is powerfully contradicted by the use of the word l~e
arparevµevwv (ii, 7), the same Ycrb and the same tense, yet in a meaning 
contrary to that which he assigns. 

It appears to me the least objectionable proceeding of the two, to dis
pense with the particle oe. 

1 Thucyd. v, 56. 
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had the advantage, yet they still suffered serious hardship, and 
pressed their case forcibly ort the sympathy of Sparta. Thus 
importuned, and mortified as well as alarmed by the increasing 
defection or coldness which they now experienced throughout 
Peloponnesus, the Lacedmmonians determined during the course 
of the ensuing summer to put forth their strength vigorously, and 
win back their lost gro11nd.I 

Towards the month of June (n.c. 418) they marched with 
their full force, freemen as well as Helots, under king Agis, 
against Argos. The Tegeans and other Arcadian allies joined 
them on the march, while their other allies near the Isthmus,
Bceotians, l\Iegarians, Corinthians, Sikyonians, Phlia~ians, etc., 
were directed to assemble at Phlius. The number of these latter 
allies were very considerable, for we hear of five thousand Bceo
tian hoplites, and two thousand Corinthian : the llceotians had 
with them also five thousand light-armed, five hundred horsemen, 
and five hundred foot-soldiers, who ran alongside of the horse
men. The numbers of the rest, or of Spartans themseh·es, we 
do not know; nor probably did Thucydides himself know : for 
we find him remarking elsewhere the impenetrable concealment 
of the Lacedremonians on all public affairs, in reference to the 
numbers at the subsequent battle of l\Iantineia. Such muster of 
the Lacedremonian alliance was no secret to the Argeians, who 
marching first to l\Iantineia, and there taking up the force of that 
city as well as three thousand Eleian hoplites who came to join 
them, met the Lacedmmonians in their march at l\Iethydrium .in 
Arcadia. The t"·o armies being poste<l on opposite hills, the 
Argeians had resolved to attack Agis the next day, so as to 
prevent him from joining his allies at Phlius. But he eluded 
this separate encounter by decamping in the night, reache<l Phlius, 
and operated his junction in safety. \Ve do not hear that there 
was in the Lacedmmonian army any commander of lochus, who, 
copying the unreasonable punctilio of Amompharetus before the 
battle of Platrea, refused to obey the order of retreat before the 
enemy, to the imminent risk of the whole army. And the fact, 
that no similar incident occurred now, may be held to prove that 

1 Thurycl. v, 5i. 
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the Lacedremonians had acquired greater familiarity with the 
exigencies of actual warfare. 

As soon as the Lacedremonian retreat was known in the morn
ing, the Argeians left their position also, and marched with their 
allies, first to Argos itself; next, to Nemea, on the ordinary road 
from Corinth and Phlius to Argos, by which they imagined that 
the invadera would approach. But Agis acted differently. Dis
tributing his force into three divisions, he himself with the Lace
dremonians and Arcadians, taking a short, but very rugged and 
difficult road, crossed the ridge of the mountains and descended 
straight into the plain near Argos. The Corinthians, Pellenians, 
and Phliasians, were directed to follow another mountain road, 
which entered the same plain upon a different point; while the 
Breotians, Corinthians, and Sikyonians, followed the longer, more 
even, and more ordinary route, by Nemea. This route, though 
apparently frequented and convenient, led for a considerable dis
tance along a narrow ravine, called the Tretus, bounded on each 
side by mountains. The united army under Agis was much 
superior in number to the Argeians : but if all had marched in 
one line by the frequented route through the narrow Tretus, 
their superiority of number would have been of little use, whilst 
the Argeians would have had a position highly favorable to their 
defence. By dividing his force, and taking the mountain road 
with his own division, Agis got into the plain of Argos in the 
rear of the Argeian position at Nemea. He anticipated that 
when the Argeians saw him devastating their properties near 
the city, they would forthwith quit the advantageous ground near 
Nemea, to come and attack him in the plain: the Breotian divis
ion would thus find the road by Nemea and the Tretus open, 
and would be able to march without resistance into the plain of 
Argos, where their numerous cavalry would act with effect against 
the Argeians engaged in attacking Agis. This triple march was 
executed. Agis with his division, and the Corinthians with theirs, 
got across the mountains into the Argeian plain during the night; 
while the Argeians,1 hearing at daybreak that he was near their 

Thucyd. v, 58. Ol oi: 'Apytioi yvovrer ifJofii'Jovv iiµ€ par 1/ 01/ tic T~~ 
Neµiar, etc. 

I 
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city, ravaging Sami?thus and other places, left their position at 
Nemea to come down to the plain and attack him. In their 
march they had a partial skirmish with the Corinthian division, 
which had reached a high ground immediately above the Argeian 
plain, and which lay nearly in the road. But this affair was 
indecisive, and they soon found themselves in the plain near to 
Agis and the Lacedremonians, who lay between them and their 
city. 

On both sides, the armies were marshalled, and order taken 
for battle. But the situation of the Argeians was in reality little 
less than desperate: for while they had Agis and his division in 
their front, the Corinthian detachment was near enough to take 
them in flank, and the Breotians marching along the undefended 
road through the Tretus would attack them in the rear. The 
Breotian cavalry too would act with full effect upon them in the 
plain, since neither Argos, Elis, nor l\Iantineia, seemed to have 
possessed any horsemen; a description of force which ought to 
have been sent from Athens, though from some cause which 
does not appear, the Athenian contingent had not yet arrived. 
Nevertheless, in spite of this very critical position, both the Ar
geians and their allies were elate with confidence and impatient 
for battle; thinking only of the division of Agis immediately in 
their front, which appeared to be inclosed between them and 
their city, and taking no heed to the other formidable enemies in 
their flank and rear. But the Argcian generals were better 
aware than their soldiers of the real danger; and just as the two 
armies were about to charge, Alkiphron, proxenus of the Lacedoo
monians at Argos, accompanied Thrasyllus, one of the five generals 
of the Argeians, to a separate parley with Agis, without the least 
consultation or privity on the part of their own army. They 
exhorted Agis not to force on a battle, assuring him that the 
Argeians were ready both to give and receive equitable satisfac
tion, in all matters of complaint which the Lacedremonians might 
urge against them, and to conclude a just peace for the future. 
Agis, at once acquiescing in the proposal, granted them a truce 
of four months to accomplish what they had promised. He on 
his part also took this step without consulting either his army or 
his allies, simply addressing a few words of confid~ntial talk to 
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one of the official Spartans near him. Immediately, he gave the 
order for retreat, and the army, instead of "being led to battle, 
was conducted out of the Argeian territory, through the Nemean 
road whereby the Breotians had just been entering. But it re
quired all the habitual discipline of Laced::emonian soldiers to 
make them obey this order of the Spartan king, alike unexpected 
and unwelcome.I For the army were fully sensible both of the 
prodigious advantages of their position, and of the overwhelming 
strength of the invading force, so that all the three divisions were 
loud in their denunciations of Agis, and penetrated with shame 
at the thoughts of so disgraceful a retreat. And when they all 
saw themselves in one united body at Nemea, previous to break
ing up and going home,- so as to have before their eyes their 
own full numbers and the complete equipment of one of the 
finest Hellenic armies which had ever been assembled, - the 
Argeian body of allies, before whom they were now retiring, 
appeared contemptible in the comparison, and they separated 
with yet warmer and more universal indignation against the 
king who had betrayed their cause. 

On returning home, Agis incurred not less blame from the 
Spartan authorities than from his own army, for having thrown 
away so admirable an opportunity of subduing Argos. This 
was assuredly no more than he deserved: but we read with no 
small astonishment that the Argeians and their allies on return
ing were even more exasperated against Thrasyllus,2 whom they 
accused of having traitorously thrown away a certain victory. 
They had indeed good ground, in the received practice, to cen
sure him for having concluded a truce without taking the sense 
of the people. It was their custom on returning from a march, 
to hold a public court-martial before entering the city, at a place 
called the Chara<lrus, or winter torrent near the wans, for the 
purpose of adjudicating on offences and faults committed in the 
army. Such was their wrath on this occasion against Thrasyllus, 
that they would scarcely be prevailed upon even to put him upon 
l1is trial, but began to stone him. He was forced to seek personal 

'fhucyd. v, 60. Ol oi: AaKtOat,UOV!Ot Kai ol ~uµµa;rot tltrOVTO µev Wr 
fry elTO Ota TOii v6µov, EV aini;i oi: tl;rov Kar' uA.lcql.ovr trOAA\i TOV. Aytv, etc. 

'Th11cyd. v, 60. 'Apytlot oe Kat avroi ln EV 1TOAAi;i 1TAiovt alrii;i tlxOll 
roil c a 1T uaaµ iv o v r 4 v ev TO ii 1T Aq ~ov c, etc. 
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safety at the altar; upon which the soldiers tried him, and he 
was condemned to have his property confiscated.I 

Very shortly afterwards the expected Athenian contingent 
arrived, which probably ought to have come earlier: one thousand 
hoplites, with three hundred horsemen, under Ladies and 
Nikostratus. Alkibiades came as ambassador, probably serving 
as a soldier also among the horsemen. The Argeians, notwith
standing their displeasure against Thrasyllus, nevertheless felt 
themselves pledged to observe the truce which he had concluded, 
and their magistrates accordingly desired the newly-arrived 
Athenians to depart. Nor was Alkibiades even permitted to 
approach and address the public assembly, until the l\Iantineian 
and Eleian allies insisted that thus much at least should not be 
refused. An assembly was therefore convened, in which these 
allies took part, along with tbe Argeians. Alkibiades contended 
strenuously that the recent truce with the Laced::emonians was 
null and void; since it had been contracted without the privity 
of all the allies, distinctly at variance with the terms of the 
alliance. He therefore called upon them to resume military 
operations forthwith, in •conjunction with the reinforcement now 
seasonably arrived. His speech so persuaded the assembly, that 
the l\Iantineians and Eleians consented at once to join him in 
an expedition against the Arcadian town of Orchomenus ; the 
Argeians, also, though at first reluctant, very speedily followed 
them thither. Orchomenus was a place important to acquire, not 
merely because its territory joined that of .Mantineia on the 
northward, but because the Laced::emonians bad deposited therein 
the hostages which they had taken from Arcadian townships and 
Yillages as guarantee for fidelity. Its walls were however in bad 
condition, and its inl1abitants, after a short re~istance, capitulated. 
They agreed to become allies of 1\Iantineia, to furnish hostages 
for faithful adhesion to such nlliance, and to deliver up the 
l1ostages deposited with them by Sparta.2 

Encouraged by first success, the allies debated what they should 
next undertake ; the .Eleians contending strenuously for a march 
against Lepreum, while the l\Iantineians were anxious to attack 
their enemy and neighbor Tegea. The Argeians and Athenians 

1 Thucyd. v, 60. • Thucyd v, 62. 
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preferred the latter, incomparably the more important enter
prise of the two: but such was the disgust of the Eleians at the 
rejection of their proposition, that they abandoned the army 
altogether, and went home. Notwithstanding their desertion, 
however, the remaining allies continued together at :Mantineia, 
organizing their attack upon Tegea, in which city they had a strong 
favorable party, who liad actually laid their plans, and were on 
the point of proclaiming the revolt of the city from Sparta,t 
when the philo-Laconian Tegeans just saved themselves by 
de;;patching the most urgent message to Sparta, and receiving 
the most rapid succor. The Laced.cmonians, filled with indigna
tion at the news of the surrender of Orchomenus, vented anew 
all their displeasure against Agis, whom they now threatened 
with the severe punishment of demolishing his house and fining 
him in the sum of one hundred thousand drachmre, or about 
twenty-seven and two-thirds Attic talents. He urgently entreated 
that an opportunity might be afforded to him of redeeming by 
some brave deed the ill name which he had incurred: if lie 
failed in doing so, then they might inflict on him what penalty 
they chose. The penalty was accordi1'gly withdrawn : but a 
restriction, new to the Spartan constitution, was now placed upon 
the authority of the king. It had been before a part of his pre
rogative to lead out the army single-handed and on his own 
authority; but a council of ten was now named, without whose 
concurrence he was interdicted from exercising such power.2 

To the great good fortune of Agis, a pres,;ing message now 
arrived announcing the imminent revolt of Tegea, the most 
important ally of Sparta, and close upon her border. Such 
was the alarm occasioned by this news that the whole military 
population instantly started off to relieve the place, Agis at their 
head, the most rapid movement ever known to have been made 
by Lacedtemonian soldiers.3 "When they arrived at Orestheium 
in Arcadia, in their way, perhaps hearing that the danger was 

1 Thucyd. '" 64. IJaov ovJC u<1>foT1)Ktv, etc. 1 Thuryd. v, 63. 
3 Thucyd. v, 64. lvTav&a oiJ {30~-&eta Ti:JV AaKtoatµovt(,)V yiyveTat UVTWV Te 

Klll Tc:iv EiAOIT(,)V 1rllVOTJµet o~eia Klll oia OV1r(,) 1r(JOTe(J011. The outmarch of 
the Spartans just before the battle of Platrea (described in Herodot. vii, 10) 
seems, however, to have been quite as rapid and instantaneous. 
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somewhat less pressing, they sent back to Sparta one-sixth part 
of the forces, for home defence, the oldest as well as the 
youngest men. The remainder marched forward to ·Tegea, 
where they were speedily joined by their Arcadian allies. They 
farther sent messages to the Corinthians and Ilreotians, as well 
as to the Phocians and Lokrians, invoking the immediate pres
ence of these contingents in the territory of 1\Iantineia. The 
arrival of such reinforcements, however, even with all possible 
zeal on the part of the cities contributing, could not be looked 
for without some lapse of time ; the rather, as it appears, that 
they could not get into the territory of 1\Iantineia except by 
passing through that of Argos,1 which could not be safely 
attempted until they had all formed a junction. Accordingly 
Agis, impatient to redeem his reputation, marched at once with 
the Lacedmmonians and the Arcadian allies present, into the ter
ritory of 1\Iantineia, and took up a position near the Herakleion, 
or temple of Ilerakles,2 from whence he began to ravage the 
neighboring lands. The Argeians and their allies presently 
came forth from 1\Iantineia, planted themselves near him, but on 
very rugged and impracticable ground, and thus offered him 
battle. Nothing daunted by the difficulties of the position, he 
mar;;haUed his army and led it up to attack them. Ilis rashness 
on the present occasion might have produced as much mischief 
as his inconsiderate concession to Thrasyllus near Argos, had not 
an ancient Spartan caUed out to him that he was now merely 
proceeding " to heal mischief by mischief." So forcibly was 
Agis impressed either with this timely admonition, or by the 
closer view of the position which he had undertaken to assault, 
that he suddenly halted the army and gave orders for retreat, 
thou~h actually within distance no greater than the cast of a 
javelin from the enemy.3 • 

1 Thucyd. v, 64. ~1·vfKl\'le yup Ota µfoov. 
2 The Laced::emoniau kings appear to have felt a sense of protection in 

encamping near a temple of Ilerak!Cs, their heroic progenitor (sec Xcno· 
phon, Hellen. vii, I, 31,). 

3 Thucyd. v, 65. See an exclamation by an old Spartan mentioned as 
producth·e of important consequences, at the moment when a battle was 
going to commence, in Xenophon, Hellen. vii, 4, 25. 
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His march was now intended to draw the Argcians away from 
the difficult ground which they occupied. On the frontier 
between l\Iantineia and Tegca - both situated on a lofty but 
incloscd plain, drained only by katabothra, or natural subterra
nean channels in the mountains - was situated a head of water, 
the regular effiux of which seems to have been kept up by joint 
operations of both cities for their mutual benefit. Thither Agis 
now conducted his army, for the purpose of turning the water 
towards the side of ::Uantineia, where it would occasion serious 
damage; calculating that the 1'Iantineians and their allies would 
certainly descend from their position to hinder it. No ~tratagem 
however was necessary to induce the latter to adopt this reso
lution. For so soon as they saw the Lacedremonians, after 
advancing to the foot of the hill, first suddenly halt, next retreat, 
aud lastly disappear, their surprise was yery great: and this sur
prise was soon converted into contemptuous confidence and im
patience to pursue the flying enemy. The generals not sharing 
such confidence, hesitated at first to quit their secure position: 
upon which the troops became clamorous, and loudly denounced 
them for treason in letting the Laced<emonians quietly escape a 
second time, as they had before done near Argos. These gener
als would probably not be the same with those who had incurred, 
a short time before, so m~eh undeserved censure for their con
vention with Agis: but the murmurs on the present occasion, 
hardly less unreasonable, drove them, not without considerable 
shame an<l confusion, to give orders for advance. They aban
doned the hill, marched down into the plain so as to approach 
the Lacedremonians, an<l employed the next day in arranging 
themselves in good baStle order, so as to be ready to fight 
at a moment's notice. 

l\Ieanwhile it appears that Agw had found himself disap
pointed in his operations upon the water. He had either not 
done so much damage, or not spread so much terror, as he had 
expected: and he accordingly desisted, putting himself again in 
march to resume his position at the Ilerakleion, and supposing 
that his enemies still retained their position on the hill. But in 
the course of this march he came suddenly upon the Argeian and 
allied army where he was not in the least prepared to see them: 
they were not only in the plain, but already drawn up in perfect 
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order of battle. The l\fantineians occupied the right wing, the 
post of' honor, because the ground was in their territory: next 
to them stood their dependent Arcadian allies: then the chosen 
Thousand-regiment of' Argos, citizens of' wealth and family, 
trained in arms at the cost of' the . state : alongside of' them, the 
remaining Argeian hoplites, with their dependent allies of Kle
onre and Ornere : last of all, on the left wing, stood the Athenians, 
their hoplites as well as their horsemen. 

It was with the greatest surprise that Agis and his army be
held this unexpected apparition. To any other Greeks than 
Lacedremonians, the sudden presentation of a formidable enemy 
would have occasioned a feeling of dismay from which they 
would have found it difficult to recover; and even the Lacedre
monians, on this occasion, underwent a momentary shock unpar
alleled in their previous experience.I. But th~y now felt the full 
advantage of their rigorous training and habit of military obedi
ence, as well as of' that subordination of officers which was pecu
liar to themselves in Greece. In other Grecian armies orders 
were proclaimed to the troops in a loud voice by a herald, who 
received them personally from the general: each taxis, or com
pany, indeed, had its own taxiarch, bu.t the latter did not receive 
his orders separately from the general, and seems to have had no 
personal responsibility for the execution of them by his soldiers. 
Subordinate and responsible military authority was not recog
nized. Among the Lacedremonians, on the contrary, there was a 
regular gradation of military and responsible authority, " com
manders of' commanders," each of whom had his special duty in 
insuring the execution of orders.2 Every order emanated from 
the Spartan king when he was present, and was given to the 
polemarchs (each commanding a mora, t!ie largest military divis-

I Thucyd. v, 66. µu'Atura of} Aa1uoatµovtot, ir 0 l,utµv71vTO, lv TOVT<,J Ttf> 
t<atptf> {qerr'Auy71rrnv · otu {3paxeia> yup µe'A'A~ue1Jf & rrapauKev~ avTolr lyiy
veTo, etc. 

I Thucyd. v, 66. ~xeoov yup Tl '!rii.v, 'lrA~V oAiyov, TO UTpaTO'lrfOOV ri:Jv 
AaKeoa1µovi1JV upxovrer upxovTIJV elul, Ka! TO lrrtµe'Aer TOV op1Jµivov 1t"OA
'Aoic -:rpou~Ket. 

Xenophon, De Repuhl. Laced. xi, 5. Al rrapay1Jyal i:iurrep vrril K~pvKO( vrri> 
rov fv1Jµorupxov lc6y<,J 0711.ovvTat: compare xi, S, rtf> ev1Jµorap)(!/ 7rapeyyvii
rat t/r µfrlJ'lrOV '!rap' UU'lrtOa Kat'JfoTacntat, etc. 
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ion), who intimated it to the lochagi, or colonels, of tlie respec
tive lochi. These again garn command to each pentekonter, or 
captain of a pentekosty; lastly, he to the en6motarch, who com
manded the lowest subdivision, called an en6moty. The soldier 
thus received no immediate orders except from the enomotarch, 
who was in the first instance responsible for his en<lmoty; but 
the pentekonter and the lochage were responsible also each for 
his larger division; the pentekosty including four enomoties, and 
the lochus four pentekosties, at least so the numbers stood on this 
occasion. All the various military manreuvres were familiar to 
the Lacedremonians from their unremitting drill, so that their 
armies enjoyed the admntage of readier obedience along with 
more systematic command. Accordingly, though thus taken by 
surprise, and called on now for the first time in their lives, to 
form in the presence of an enemy, they only manifested the 
greater promptitude! and ai1xious haste in obeying the orders of 
Agis, transmitted through the regular series of officers. The 
battle array was attained with regularity as well as with speed. 

The extreme left of the Lacedxmonian line belonged by an
cient privilege to the Skiritx; mountaineers of the border dis
trict of Laconia, skirting the Arcadian Parrhasii, seemingly east 
of the Eurotas, near its ea:i-liest and highest course. These men, 
originally Arcadians, now constituted a variety of Laconian 
Perireki, with peculiar duties as well as peculiar privileges. 
Numbered among the bravest and most active men in Pelopon
nesus, they generally formed the vanguard in an ·advancing 
march ; and the Spartans stand accused of having exposed them 
to danger as well as toil with unbecoming recklessness.2 Next 
to the Skiritre, who were six hundred in number, stood the en
franchised Helots, recen~y returned from serving with Ilrasidas 
in Thrace, and the Neodamo<les, both probably summoned home 
from Lepreum, where we were told before that they had been 
planted. After them, in the centre of the entire line, came the 
Lacedremonian lochi, seven in number, with the Arcadian de-

Thucyd. v, 66. evttvt; inriJ uirovcliji; 1<ai'tiurano l t; "0.,. µ 0 v T 0 v ea v
r wv, 'Aytooi; TOV (3au1Uwt; f1<aura lt;71yovµ,i:vov Karil TOV voµav, etc. 

• Xenophon, Cyroo. iv, 2, l : see Diodor. xv, c. 32; Xenophon, Rep. 
Laced. xiii, 6. 
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pendent allies, Herman and :Mrenalian, near them. Lastly, 
in the right wing, stood the Tegea11:,i, with a small division of 
Lace<lremonians occnpying the extreme right, as the post of 
honor. On each flank there were ~ome Lacedremonian horse
men.I 

Thncydides, with a frankness which enhances the value of his 
testimony wherever he gives it positively, informs us that he can
not pretend to set down the number of either army. It is evident 
that this silence is not for want of having inquired; but none of 
the answers which he received appeared to him trustworthy: the 
extreme secrecy of Laceda:monian politics admitted of no cer
tainty about tlteir numbers, while the empty numerical boasts of 
other Greeks were not less misleading. In the absence of as
sured information about aggregate number, the historian gives us 
some general information accessible to every inquirer, and some 
facts visible to a spectator. From his language it is conjec
tured, with some probability, by Dr. Thirlwall and others, that 
he was himself present at the battle, though in what capacity we 
cannot determine, as he was an exile from his country. First, 
he states that the Lacedremonian army appeared more numerous 
than that of the enemy. Next he tells us, that independent of 
the Skiritre on the left, who were six hundred in number, the 
remaining Laced::emonian front, to the extremity of their right 
wing, consisted of four hundred and forty-eight men, each en
omoty having four men in front. In respect to depth, the differ
ent enomotres were not all equal; but for the most part, the files 
were eight deep. There were seven lochi in all (apart from the 
Skirita:); each lochus comprised four pentekosties, each pente
kosty contained four enomoties.2 :Multiplying four hundred and 

1 Thucyd. v, 67. 
• Very little can be made out respecting the structure of the Lacedremo

nian anny. "\Ve know that the enomoty was the elementary division, the 
military unit: that the pentekosty was composed of a definite (not always 
the same) number of enomoties: that the lochus also was composed of a 
definite (not always the same) number of pentekosties. The mora appears 
to have been a still larger division, consisting of so many lochi (according 
to Xenophon, of four lochi): but Thucydides speaks us if he knew no di
vision larger than the lochus. 

Beyond this very slender information, there seems no other fact certainly 
VOL. VII. 4* 6oc. 
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forty-four by eight, and adding the six hunured Skiritre, this 
would make a total of four thousand one hundred and eighty-four 
hoplites, besides a few horsemen on each flank. Respecting 
light-armed, nothing is said. I ham no confidence in such an 
estimate - but the total is smaller than we should have expected, 
considering that the Lacedremonians had marched out from 
Sparta with their entire force on a pressing emergency, and that 
they had only sent home one-sixth of their total, their oldest and 
youngest soldiers. 

It does not appear that the generals on the Argeian side made 
any attempt to charge while the Lacedremonian battle-array was 
yet incomplete. It was necessary for them, according to Gre
cian practice, to wind up the courage of their troops by some 
words of exhortation and encouragement: and before these were 
finished, the Lacedremonians may probably have attained their 
order. The l\Iantineian officers reminded their countrymen that 
the coming battle would decide whether l\Iantineia should con
tinue to be a free and imperial city, with Arcadian dependencies 
of her own, as she now was, or should again be degraded into a 
dependency of Lacedremon. The Argeian leaders dwelt upon 

established about the Lacedremonian military distribution. Nor ought we 
reasonably to expect to find that these words enomoty, pentekosty, lochus, etc., 
indicate any fixed number of men: our own names regiment, company, troop, 
brigade, division, etc., are all more or less indefinite as to positive numbers 
and proportion to each other. 

That which was peculiar to the Lacedremonian drill, was, tl'le teaching a 
small number of men like an enomoty (twenty-five, thirty-two, thirty-six 
men, as we sometimes find it), to perform its evolutions under the com· 
mand of its enomotarch. When this was once secured, it is probable that 
the combination of these elementary divisions was left to be determined in 
every case by circumstances. 

Thucydides states two distinct facts. I. Each enomoty had four men in 
front. 2. Each enomoty varied in depth, according as every lochagus chose. 
Now Dobree asks, with much reason, how these two assertions are to be 
reconciled 1 Given the number of men in front, the depth of the enomoty 
is of course determined, without any reference to the discretion of any one. 
These two assertions appear distinctly contradictory; unless we suppose 
(what seems very difficult to bclieYe) that the lochage might make one or 
two of the four files of the same enomoty deeper than the rest. Dobree 
proposes, as a means of removing this difficulty, to expunge some words 
from the text. One cannot have confidence, howenr, in the conjecture. 
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the opportunity which Argos now had of recovering her lost 
ascendency in Peloponnesus, and of revenging herself upon her 
worst enemy and neighbor. The Athenian troops were exhorted 
to show themselves worthy of the many brave allies with whom 
they were now associated, as well as to protect their own 
territory and empire by vanquishing their enemy in Pelopon
nesus. 

It illustrates forcibly the peculiarity of Lacedremonian char
acter, that to them no similar words of encouragement were 
addressed either by Agis or any of the officers. " They knew 
(says the historian I) that long practice beforehand in the business 
of war, was a better preservative than fine speeches on the spur 
of the moment." As among professional soldiers, bravery was 
assumed as a thing of course, without any special exhortation: 
but mutual suggestions were heard among them with a view to 
get their order of battle and position ped'ect, which at first it 
probably was not, from the sudden and hurried manner in which 
they had been constrained to form. JUoreover, various war
songs, perhaps those of Tyrtreus, were chanted in the ranks. At 
length the word was given to attack: the numerous pipers in 
attendance - an hereditary caste at Sparta - began to play, 
while the slow, solemn, and equable march of the troops adjusted 
itself to the time given by these instruments without any break 
or wavering in the line. A striking contrast to this deliberate 
pace was presented by the enemy: who having no pipers or other 
musical instruments, rushed forward to the charge with a step 
vehement and even Jurious,2 fresh from the exhortations just 
addressed to them. 

It was the natural tendency of all Grecian armies, when coming 
into conflict, to march not exactly straight forward, but somewhat 

1 Thucyd. v, 69. AaKev1uµovwt ve Kaff' lKurrrov, re Kat µera rwv rrolce
µtKwv voµwv iv 15</>LrrtV avrolr; WV f1rrforavro T~V r.apaKeAevrrtv Ti/' µv~µTJ, 
uyaftolr OV!5lV lrrowvvro, eivorer lpywv ti( 1rOAAov µeAtTTJV 1rAelW rrw;ovrrav i) 
Aoy<JV Ot' o"Aiyov KaAwr prr&fvrwv r.apaiverrtv. 

2 Thucyd. v, 70. 'Apyelot µev Kat ol ~vµµaxot, lv•vvwr Kat opyij xwpovvrq;, 
AaKeVatµovtot oe, f3pavewr Kat V1ro avATjTWV rroAAwv v6µ"' Et'Karhrrrwrwv, ov 
-rov 1'teiov ;ruptv, aAA' Zva oµa"Awr µera pv&µov f3aivovrer rrpoi"Aftotev 1<at µ~ 

dtarrr.arrae£11 avri:iv ~ -ra~tr, !Jr.ep </>tAel -rU. µiya/.a urpar6rreoa l:v ralr rrpa. 
UOOotr 1rOteiv. 
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aslant towards the right. The soldiers on the extreme right of 
both armies set the example of such inclination, in order to avoid. 
exposing their own unshielded side; while for the same reason 
every man along the line took care to keep close to the shield of 
his right-hand neighbor. \Ve see from hence that, with equal 
numbers, the right was not merely the post of honor, but also 
of comparative safety. So it proved on the present occasion, 
even the Lacedtemonian discipline being noway exempt from this 
cause of disturbance. Though the Laced.:emonian front, from their 
superior numbers, was more extended than that of the enemy, 
still their right files did not think themsekes safe without slant.. 
ing still farther to the right, and thus outflanked very greatly 
the Athenians on the opposite left wing; while on the opposite 
side the Mantineians who formed the right wing, from the same 
di~position to keep the left shoulder forward, outflanked, though 
not in so great a degree, the Skiritre and Ilrasideians on the 
Lacedremonian left. King Agis, whose post was with the lochi 
in the centre, saw plainly that when the armies closed, his left 
would be certainly taken in flank and perhaps even in the rear. 
Accordingly, he thought it necessary to alter his dispositions 
even at this critical moment, which he relied upon being able to 
accomplish through the exact discipline, practised evolutions, and 
slow march, of his soldi<:>rs. 

The natural mode of meeting the impending danger would 
have been to bring round a division from the extreme right, 
where it could well be spared, to the extreme left against the. 
a<lvancing Mantineinns. llut the ancient privilege of the Skiri
tre, who always fought by themselves on the extreme left, forbade 
such an or<ler.I Accordingly, Agis gave signal to the Ilraside
ians and Skiritre to make a flank movement on the left so as to 
get on equal front with the J\Iantineians; while in order to fill 

Thucyd. v, 67. Tore oe Kf:pa( µ'ev evwvvµov -r.1<tpiTat avroir; 1<m'Jiu
TaVTO, uti T av T 1/ v T ~ v Ta EL v µ 6v 0 L A a " e cl a Iµ 0 v t (j v e1rt 

u qi wv. av T i:i 11 l x o v T q·, etc. 
The strong and precise lanp;uage, which Thucydides here uses, shows 

that this was a privilege pointedly noted and much esteemed: among the 
Lacc<lwmonians, especially, ancient routine was more valued than elsewhere. 
And it is essential to take notice of the circumstance, in order to appreciato 
the generalship of Agis, which has been rather hardly criticized. 

I 
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up the vacancy thus created in his line, he sent orders to the 
two polemarchs Aristokles and Hipponoidas;' who had their lochi 
on the extreme right of the line, to move to the rear and take 
post on the right of the Brasideians, so as again to close up the 
line. But these two polemarchs, who had the safest and most 
victorious place in the line, chose to keep it, disobeying his 
express orders: so that Agis, when he saw that they did not 
move, was forced to send ·a second order countermanding the 
flank movement of the Skiritre, and directing them to fall in 
upon the centre, back into their former place. But it had now 
become too late to execute this second command before the hos
tile armies closed: and the Skiritre and Brasideians were thus 
assailed while in disorder and cut off from their own centre. 
The l\Iantineians, finding them in this condition, defeated and 
drove them back; while the chosen Thousand of Argos, breaking 
in by the vacant space between the Brasideians and the Lacedre
monian centre, took them on the right flank and completed their 
discomfiture. They were routed and pursued even to the Lace
daimonian baggage-wagons in the rear; some of the elder troops 
who guarded the wagons being slain, and the whole Lacedremo
nian left wing altogether dispersed. 

But the Yictoriou~ l\Iantineians and their comrades, thinking 
only of what was immediately before them, wasted thus a precious 
time when their aid was urgently needed else~here. l\Iatters 
passed very differently on the Lacedremonian centre and right ; 
where Agis, with his body-guard of three hundred chosen youths 
called Ilippeis, and with the Spartan lochi, found himself in 
front conflict with the centre and left of the enemy;- with the 
Argeians, their elderly troops and the so-called Five Lochi; 
with the Kleonreans and Orneates, dependent allies of Argos, 
and with the Athenians. Over all these troops they were com
pletely victorious, after a short resistance; indeed, on some points 
with no resistance at all. So formidable was the aspect and 
name of the Lacedremonians, that the opposing troops gave way 
without crossing spears; and even with a panic so headlong, that 
they trod down each other in anxiety to escape.I ·while thus 

1 Thucyd. v, 72. (Ol AaiwJa1µ6v1ot -rovr 'Apyeiovd •Erpe-ipav, ovvc fr 
xeZpar TOVf 1T"OAAOVf V1T"oµelvavrar, aA.A.', .Jr l:mjeaav ol Aa1mJa1µ6vtoL, eir&ilr 
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defeated in front, they were taken in flank by the 'l'egeans and 
Lacedremonians on the right of Agis's army, and the Athenians 

EVOOJ>Tar, Kai lCfTtV OV> /Wl KaTa11'GT7)i'fevra~, TOii µ1/ ¢i'fjjvat TTiV eyKaTa• 

l.711/Jtv. 
The last words of this sentence present a difficulty which has perpl~xed 

all the commentators, and which none of them have yet satisfactorily cleared 
up. 

They all admit that the expressions, To ii, To ii µ 1/, preceding the infin
itive mood as here, signify design or purpose; iJveKa being understood. But 
none of them can construe the sentence satisfactorily with this meaning: 
accordingly they here ascribe to the words a different and exceptional mean
ing. See the notes of Poppo, Goller, and Dr. Arnold, in which notes the 
views of other critics are cited and discussed. 

Some say that Toii µT) in this place means the same as CJuTe µ~: others 
affirm, that it is identical with oul TO µTi or with Tii> µ~. " Formula To ii, 
TO ii µTi (say Bauer and Goller), plerumque consilium significat: interdum 
effectum (i.e. CJure µh); hie causam indicat (i.e. oia TO µ1/, or Tii> µ~)." But I 
agree with Dr. Arnold in thinking that the last of these three alleged mean
ings is wholly unauthorized; while the second, which is adopted by Dr. 
Arnold himself, is sustained only by feeble and dubious eYidence; for the 
passage of Thucydides (ii, 4. roii µTi tKq,evyeiv) may be as well construed, 
as Poppo's note thereupon suggests, without any such supposed exceptional 
sense of the words. 

Now it seems to me quite possible to construe the words rou µ1/ q,i't~vat 

here in their rcglllar and legitimate sense of iJ v e " a To ii, or consilium. 
But first an error must be clcarctl up which pervades the view of most of 
the- commentators. They sllppose that those Argeians, who are here affirm
ed to have been "troddrn under foot," were so trodden down by the Lacedre
nwnians in their advance. But this is in every way improbable. The Lace
dremonians were particularly slow in their motions, regulnr in their ranks, 
and backward as to pursuit, qualities which arc dwelt upon by Thucydides 
in regard to this very battle. They were not at all likely to overtake such 
terrified men as were only anxious to run away: moreover, if they did 
overtake them, they would spear them, not trample them under foot. 

To be trampled under foot, though possible enough from the numerous 
Persian cavalry (Herodot. vii, I i3; Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 4, 12), is not the 
treatment which defented soldiers meet with from victorious hostile infantry 
in the field, especially Laeedremonian infantry. But it is precisely the 
treatment which they meet with, if they be in one of the hinder ranks, from 
their own panic-stricken comrades in the front rank, who find the enemy 
closing upon them, and rush back madly.to get away from him. Of course 
it was the Argeians in the front rank who were seized with the most violent 
panic, and who thus fell back upon their own comrades in the rear ranks, 
overthrowing and treading them down to secure their own escape. It seems 

http:madly.to
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liere incurred serious hazard of being all cut to pieces, had they 
not been effectively aided by their own cavalry close at hand. 

quite plain that it was the Argcians in front - not the Lacedremonians 
who trod down their comrades in the rear (there were probably six or eight 
men in every file), in order to escape themselves before the Lacedremonians 
should be upon them: compare Xen. Hellenic. iv, 4, 11; (Economic. viii, 5. 

There are therefore in the whole scene which Thucydides describes, three 
distinct subjects: l. The Lacedremonians. 2. The Argeians soldiers, who 
were trodden down. 3. Other Argeian soldiers, who trod them down in order 
to get away themselves. Out of these three he only specifies the first two; 
but the third is present to his mind, and is implied in his narrative, just as 
much as if he had written Kararrar1}t'Jivra~ vrr' uA.~'"'"• or vrr' uA.A.~i',t.Jv, 
as in Xenoph. Hellen. iv, 4, 11. 

Now it is to this third subject, implied in the narrative, but not formally 
specified ( i. e. those Argeians who trod down their comrades in order to get 
away themselves), or rather to the second and third conjointly and confused
ly, that the design or purpose (consilium) in the words roii µfi 'frt'Ji}vat refers. 

Farther, the commentators all construe rnii µlj r/n'lJivat rljv lyKaruA.7J1fnv, 
as if the last word were an accusative case coming after 'frt'Jfivat and governed 
by it. But there is also another construction, equally good Greek, and much 
better for the sense. In my judgment, r"v lyKaTaA1J1/Jtv is here the accusa
tive case coming before 'fr!Ji/vat and forming the subject of it. The words 
will thus read (EveKa) roii r/jv lyKaruA.1}1/Jtv µlj q,t'Ji;vat (lrreA.'9-oiiaav avroi~): 
" in order that the actual grasp of the Lacedremonians might not be before
hand in coming upon them;" " might not come upon them too soon," i. e. 
"sooner than they could get away." And since the word lyKara'A1}1/Jt' is 
an abstract actirn substantive, so, in order to get at the real meaning here, 
we may substitute the concrete words with which it correlates, i. e. rov' 
Aa1wJa1µoviovr l{'Kara'Aa,3ovrar, subject as well as attribute, for the active 
participle is here essentially involved. 

The sentence would then read, supposing the ellipsis filled up and the 
meaning expressed in full and concrete words-foriv ovr 1<.at Kararrarr;t'Jiv
Tar inr' uAA&At.JV 'frevyovTt.JV (or {3ta(oµiVt.JV), eveKa TOV rovr Ll.aKeOatµoviovr; 
.ufi rpi9-~vat ly1wraA.a(3ovrar; avrovr; (TOVf; q,eiryovrar) : "As soon as the Lace
dremonians approached near, the Argeians gave way at once, without stay
ing for hand-combat: and some were even trodden down by each other, or 
by their own comrades running away in order that the Lacedmmonians 
mig-ht not be beforehand in catching them sooner than they could escape." 

Construing in this way the sentence as it now stands, we have roii µfi 
'fr&Jivat used in its regular and legitimate sense of purpose, or consil;um. 'IVe 
have moreover a plain and natural state of facts, in full keeping with the 
general narrative. Nor is there any violence put upon the words. Nothing 
more is done than to expand a very elliptical sentence, and to fill up that 
entire sentence which was present to the writer's own mind. To do this 

http:3ta(o�iVt.JV
http:frevyovTt.JV
http:uAA&At.JV
http:uA.A.~i',t.Jv
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l\Iorcovcr Agis, lun-ing decidedly b<>aten and d1fren them back, 
was less anxious to pim;ue them than to return to the rescue of 
his own defeated left wing; so that eveu the Athenians, who 
were exposed both in flank and front, were enabled to effect their 
retreat in safety. The ::\Iantincians and the Argeian Thousand, 
though victorious on their part of the line, yet seeing the remain
der of their army in disorderly flight, had little disposition to 
rmc>w the combat against Agis and the conquering Laced:cmo
nians. They sought only to effect their retreat, which howe,·er 
could not be done without sewre loss, especially on the part of 
the ::\Iantineians; and which Agis might ha,·e prevented alto
gether, had not the Laced.cmonian system, enforced on this occa
sion by the counsels of an ancient Spartan named Pharax, enjoyed 
abstinence from prolonged pursuit against a defeated enemy.• 

There foll in this battle seven hundred men of the .Argeians, 
Kleona•:ms, and Omeates; two hundred Athenians, together 
with both the gc>nerals Lach\ls and :Xikostratus; and two Lundred 
l\Iantineians. The loss of the Laced<1'monians, though never cer
tainly known, from the habitual secrecy of their puLlic proceed
ings, was estimated at about three hundred men. They stripped 
th<' enemy's dead, ~preading out to view the arms tLus acquired, 
m1<l sdt•cting some for a trophy; then pi1.:ked up their own dead 
nnd carried them away for burial nt Tegea, granting tLe cu5tom
nry burial-trul'e to the deft'att•d enemy. Plei5toanax:, the other 
~part:m king. had aJ,·anced as far as Tegea with a reinfol'C€ment 
compo:>ed of the elder and younger citizens ; but on hearing of 
the vit'lory, he returned back home.;i 

Sueh w:\s the important battle of ~I:mtineia., fought in the 
lllllnth of June -ll8 R.C. Its eff,_·,·t throughout Gree<.--e was pro
digiou:<. The mm1lwn; engaged on hoih sides were yery consid
crahll~ for a Grt'<'i:ul army of that dny, though seemingly not so 
lnr;rc :ts nt the banle of Deli um th·e ~-e~1r:; b«fore: the number 
nnd ;rmnd('lll' of the st:l!t':< who;:c tI'l."-'i'" \H're en;:1ged was, Low
t'H'r, ;!l"'t':\kr th:111 nt Ddium. Hut what plY<' peculiar '\alue to 
tht• hall le was, th:1t it wi1wJ off nt once tLe p;-eex:i;:ting s:.aiu upon 

}H''r<'rl~'~ i~ th(.' (~hk..f .tn1~~. n~ '"'dl :\$: t~;-..' f'1i1t"f (111::i<·u1t;~ '(1f an c:s:po~i'1o-r c,f 
tfhu1'\'di.I<;~~ 

I T
0

hll<'~··I. '"· ~:l: n>.-..l.1r. xii, ~. • Thucyd. ~, :s. 
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the honor of Sparta. The disaster in Sphakteria, disappointing 
all previous expectation, had drawn upon her the imputation of 
something like cowardice ; and there were other proceedings 
which, with far Letter reawn, caused her to be stigmatized as 
stupid and backward. Ilut the victory of l\Iantineia silenced all 
such disparaging criticism, and replaced Sparta in her old position 
of military preeminence before the eyes of Greece. It worked 
so much the more powerfully because it was entirely the fruit of 
Lace<lremonian courage, with little aid from that peculiar skill 
and tactics, which was generally seen concomitant, Lut had in the 
present case been found comparatively wanting. The manreuvre 
of Agis, in itself not ill-concl"ived, for the purpose of extending 
his left wing, had failed through the disoLedience of the two 
refractory polemarchs: Lut in such a case the shame of failure 
falls more or less upon all parties concerned ; nor could either gen
eral or soldiers be considered to have displayed at l\Iantineia any 
of that professional aptitude which caused the Lacedremonians to 
be styled "artists in warlike affairs." So much the more con
spicuously <lid Laced:emonian courage stand out to view. After 
the left wing had been broken, and when the Argeian Thousand 
had penetrated into the vacant space between the left and centre, 
so that they might have taken the centre in flank, and ought to 
have done so, had they been well advised, the troops in the centre, 
instead of being daunted as most Grecian soldiers would have 
been, had marched forward against the enemies in their front, 
a·nd gained a complete victory. The consequences of the battle 
were thus immense in reestabli~hing the reputation of the Lace
dremonians, and in exalting them again to their ancient dignity 
of chiefs of Peloponnesus.1 

\Ve are not surprised to hear that the two polemarchs, Aristo
kles and Hipponoidas, whose disobedience bad wellnigh caused 
the ruin of the army, were tried and condemned to banishment 
as cowards, on their return to Sparta.2 

Looking at the battle from the point of view of the other side, 

1 Time-yd. v, 75. Kat rijv fnr~ T~'.ll 'Ei./.ijvt.Jv ToTe lm¢cpoµiv1]v alTia11 lr 
Te µa}.aKLllV Ota T~V EV Ty vqa<,J ~1!,Wf>Op<tv, Kat fr T~v ,;;.AT]V u(lovi..iav Te Kllt 
BpaOVT~Ta, lvl lp/<,J TOVT<,J u:re}.vaavro· ri·x~ u[v, wr lOoKOVV, KOKt;oµtvot, 
yvwµ1) oe, ol Q,VTOt Utt oner. I Thuc-yd. v, 72. 
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we may remark, that the defeat was greatly occasioned by the 
selfish caprice of the Eleians in \Yithdrawing their three thousand 
men immediately before the battle, because the other allies, instead 
of marching against Lepreum, preferred to attempt the far more 
important town of Tegea: an additional illustration of the remark 
of Perikles at the beginning of the war, that numerous and equal 
allies could never be kept in harmonious cooperation.I Shortly 
after the defeat, the three thousand Eleians came back to the aid 
of J\Iantineia, - probably regretting their previous untoward de
parture, - together with a reinforcement of one thousand Athe
nians. :Moreover, the Karneian month began, a season which 
the Laccdremonians kept rigidly holy ; even despatching messen
gers to countermand their extra-Peloponnesian allies, whom they 
had invoked prior to the late battle,2 and remaining themselves 
within their own territory, so that the field was for the moment 
left clear for the operations of a defeated enemy. Accordingly, 
the Epidaurians, though they had made an inroad into the terri
tory of Argos during the absence of the Argeian main force at 
the time of the late battle, and had gained a partial success, now 
found their own territory overrun by the united Eleians, J\Ianti
neians, and Athenians, who were bold enough even to commence 
a wall of circum vallation round the town of Epidaurus itself. 
The entire work wa,; distributed between them to be accom
plished; but the superior activity and perseverance of the Athe
nians was here displayed in a compicuous manner. For while 
the portion of work committed to them - the fortification of the 
cape on which the ller::cum or temple of Here was situated- was 
indefatigably prosecuted and speedily brought to completion, their 
allies, both Elcians and Mantineians, abandoned the tasks respec
tively allotted to them in impatience and disgust. The idea of 
circumvallation being for this reason relinquished, a joint gar
rison was left in the new fort at Cape Ilerreum, after which the 
allies evacuated the Epidaurian territory.3 

So far, the Lacedremonians appeared to have derived little 
positive benefit from their late victory: but the fruits of it were 
soon manifested in the very centre of their enemy's force, at 
Argos. A material change had taken place since the battle in 

1 Thucyd. i, 141. 1 Thucyd. v, 75. 3 Thucyd. v, 75. 
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the political tendencies of that city. There had been within it 
always an opposition party, philo-Laconian and anti-democratical: 
and the effect of the defeat of l\Iantineia had been to strengthen 
this party as much as it depressed their opponents. The demo· 
cratical leaders, who, in conjunction with Athens and Alkibiades, 
had aspired to maintain an ascendency in Peloponnesus hostile 
and equal, if not superior to Sparta, now found their calculations 
overthrown and exchanged for the discouraging necessities of 
self-defence against a victorious enemy. And while these leaders 
thus lost general influence by so complete a defeat of their foreign 
policy, the ordinary democratical sokliers of Argos brought back 
with them from the field of l\Iantineia, nothing but humiliation 
and terror of the Laced<emonian arms. But the chosen Argeian 
Thousand-regiment returned with very different feelings. Vic
torious over the left wing of their enemies, they had not been 
seriously obstructed in their retreat even by the Laced::emonian 
centre. They had thus reaped positiYe glory,1 and doubtless felt 
contempt for their beaten fellow-citizens. :Now it has been 
already mentioned that these Thousand were men of rich fami
lies, and the best military age, set apart by the Argeian democ
racy to receive permanent training at the public expense, just at 
a time when the ambitious views of Argos first began to dawn, 
after the Peace of Nikias. So long as Argos was likely to become 
or continue the imperial state of Peloponnesus, these Thousand 
\yealthy men would probably find their dignity sufficiently con
sulted in upholding her as such, and would thus acquiesce in the 
democratical government. But when the defeat of l\Iantineia 
reduced Argos to her own limits, and threw her upon the 
defensive, there was nothing to counterbalance their natural 
oligarchical sentiments, so that they became decided opponents of 
the democratical govern-ment in its distress. The oligarchical 

1 Aristotle (Politic. v, 4, 9) expressly notices the credit gained hy the oli
garchical force of Arg-os in the battle of 1\fontineia, as one main cause of 
the subsequent revolution, notwithstanding that the Argeians gcnerolly 
were beaten: 0 l yv tJ ptµ o t ev o o" t µ ~ u av r Er lv Mavrwei~, etc. 

An example of contempt entertained by victorious troops over defeated 
fellow-countrymen, is mentioned by Xenophon in the Athenian army under 
Alkibiades and Thrasyllus, in one of the later years of the Pcloponnesian 
war: see Xenophon, Hellen. i, 2, 15-17. 
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party in Argos, thus encouraged and reinforced, entered into a 
conspiracy with the Lacedmmonians to bring the city into alliance 
with Sparta as well as to overthrow the democracy.I 

As the first step' towards the execution of this scheme, the 
Lacedremonians, about the end of September, marched out their 
full forces as far aR Tegea, thus threatening invasion, and inspir
ing terror at Argos. From Tegea they sent forward as envoy 
Lichas, proxenus of the Argeians at Sparta, with two alternative 
propositions: one for peace, which he was instructed to tender 
and prevail upon the Argeians to accept, if he could; another, in 
case they refused, of a menacing character. It was the scheme 
of the oligarchical faction first to bring the city into alliance with 
Lacedremon and dissolve ihe connection with Athens, before they 
attempted any innovation in the government. The arrival of 
Lichas was the signal for them to manifest themselves by stren
uously pressing the acceptance of his pacific proposition. But 
they had to contend against a strong resistance; since Alkibiades, 
still in Argos, employed his utmost energy to defeat their views. 
Nothing but the presence of the Lacedremonian army at Tegea, 
and the general despondency of the people, at length enabled 
them to carry their point, and.to procure acceptance of the pro
posed treaty ; which being already adopted by the ekklesia at 
Spa1ta, was sent ready prepared to Argos, and there sanctioned 
without alteration. The conditions were substantially as fol
lows:

"The Argeians shall restore the boys whom they have received 
as hostages from Orchomenus, and the men-hostages from the 
1'1Irenalii. They shall restore to the Lacedremoniarn; the men 
now in J'llantineia, whom the Lacedremonians had placed as 
hostages for safe custody in Orchomenus, and whom the Argeians 
and J'llantineians have carried away from that place. They shall 
evacuate Epidaurus, and raze the fort recently erected near it. 
The Athenians, unless they also fortlndth evacuate Epidaurus, 
~hall be proclaimed as enemies to Lacedremon as well as to 
Argos, and to the allies of both. The Lacedremonians shall 
restore all the hostages whom they now have in keeping, from 
whatever place they may have been taken. Respecting the 

1 Thncyd. v, 76; Diodor. xii, 80. 
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sacrifice alleged to be due to Apollo by the Epidaarians, the 
Argeians will consent to tender to them an oath, which if they 
swear, they shall clear themselves.I Every city in Peloponnesus, 
small or great, shall be autonomous and at liberty to maintain its 
own ancient constitution. If' any extra-Peloponnesian city shall 
come again8t Pcloponnesus with mischievous projects, Lacedre
mon and Argos will take joint counsel against it, in the manner 
most equitable for the interest of the Peloponnesians generally. 
The extra-Peloponnesian allie:> of Sparta shall be in the same 
position with reference to this treaty as the allies of Lacedremon 
and Argos in Peloponnesus, and shall hold their own in the same 
manner. The Argeians shall show this treaty to their allies, who 
shall be a<lmitted to subscribe to it, if they think fit. But if the 
allies desire anything different, the Argeians shall send them 
home about their business."2 

1 Thucyd. v, 77. The text of Thucydides is incurably corrupt, in regard 
to several words of this clause ; though the general sense appears sufficiently 
certain, that the Epidaurians are to be allowed to clear themselves in re
spect to this demand by an oath. In regard to this purifying oath, it seems 
to have been essential that the oath should be tendered by one litigant party 
and taken by the other: perhaps therefore uiµev or -&iµev A.fiv (Valckenaer's 
conjecture) might be preferable to eiµev Afiv. 

To Herodot. vi, 86, and Aristotel. Hhetoric. i, 16, 6, which Dr. Arnold and 
other commentators notice in illustration of this practice, we may add the 
instructive exposition of the an:ilogous practice in the procedure of Roman 
law, as given by Von Savigny, in his System des heutigen Riimischcn 
Rechts, sects. 309-313, vol. vii, pp. 53-83. It was an o:ith tendered by one 
litigant party to the opposite, in hopes that the latter woul<l refuse to take 
it; if taken, it had the effect of a judgment in f,wor of the swearer. But 
the Roman lawyers laid down many limits and formalities, with respect to 
thisjusjurandum ddatum, which Von Savigny sets forth with his usual per
spicuity. 

2 Thncyd. v, 77. 'Errtoei~avTaf cle TOl( ~vµ,u&xotr fvµ,GaAf:u-&at, at Ka avroir 
OoKfj. al oi Tl Kat ul.A.o OOKfj roir fvµµlqotf, 0 l Kao' u1r tu A A£ t v. See 
Dr. Arnold's note, and Dr. Thirlwall, Hist. Gr. ch. xxiv, vol. iii, p. 342. 

One c:iunot be certain about the meaning of these two last words, but I 
incline to believe that they express a peremptory and almost a hostile sen
timent, such as I have given in the text. The allies here alluded to are 
Athens, Elis, and 1\Iantineia; all hostile in feeling to Sparta. The Lace
dremoninns could not well decline admitting these cities to share in this 
treaty as it stood; but would probably think it suitable to repel them even 
with rudeness, if they desired any change. 



94 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

Such was the agreement sent ready prepare.d by the Lacedre
1 • 

monians to Argos, and there literally accepted. It presented a 
reciprocity little more than nominal, imposing one obligation of 
no importance upon Sparta; though it answered the purpose of 
the latter by substantially dissolving the alliance of Argos with 
its three confederates. 

But this treaty was meant by the oligarchical party in Argos 
only as preface to a series of ulterior measures. As soon as it 
was concluded, the menacing army of Sparta was withdrawn 
from Tegea, and was exchanged for free and peaceful intercom
munication between the Lacedremonians and Argeians. Prob
ably Alkibiades at the same time retired, while the renewed 
visits and hospitalities of Lacedremonians at Argos strengthened 
the interest of their party more than ever. They were soon 
powerful enough to persuade the Argeian assembly formally to 
renounce the alliance with Athens, Elis, and Mantineia, and 
to conclude a special alliance with Sparta, on the following 
terms:

" There shall be peace and alliance for fifty years between 
the Lacedremonians and the Argeians - upon equal terms 
each giving amicable satisfaction, according to its established con
stitution, to all complaints preferred by the other. On the same 
condition, also, the other Peloponnesian cities shall partake in this 
peace and alliance, holdii1g their own territory, laws, and separate 
constitution. All extra-Peloponnesian allies of Sparta shall be 
put upon the same footing as the Lacedremonians themselves. 
The allies of Argos shall also be put upon the same footing as 
Argos herself, holding their own territory undisturbed. Should 
occasion arise for common military operations on any point, the 
Lacedremonians and Argeians shall take counsel together, deter
mining in the most equitable manner they can for the interest of 
their allies. If any one of the cities hereunto belonging, either 
in or out of Peloponnesus, shall have disputes either about boun
daries or other topics, she shall be held bound to enter upon 

I rather imagine, too, that this last clause ( brnlei~avrar) has reforence 
exclusively to the Argcians, and not to the Lacedremonians also. The form 
of the treaty is, that of a resolution already taken at Sparta, and sent for 
approval to Argos. 
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amicable adjustment.I If any allied city shall quarrel with 
another allic<l city, the matter shall be referre<l to some third 
city satisfactory to both. Each city shall render justice to her 
own citizens according to her own ancient constitution." 

It will be observe<l that in this treaty of alliance, the disputed 
question of headship is compromised or evaded. Lacedremon 
an<l Argos are both put upon an equal footing, in respect to 
taking joint counsel for the general body of allies: they two 
alone are to decide, without consulting the other allies, though 
binding themselves to have regard to the interests of the latter. 
The policy of Lacedremon also perrndes the treaty, that of 
insuring autonomy to all the lesser states of Peloponnesus, and 
thus breaking up the empire of Elis, :J\lantineia, or any other 
larger state which might have dependencies.9 And accordingly 
the :J\Iantineians, finding themselves abandoned by Argos, were 
constrained to make their submission to Sparta, enrolling them
selves again as her allies, renouncing all command over their 

I Thucyd. v, 79. Al oe TlVl TUV 'll'OAltJV ?i uµ¢>iA.oya, ~ TUV l:vrilr ~ TltV l:KTor 
IIe/,orrovvu<rov, aire 'l!'ept optJv aire rrept UAAOV Ttvor, OtaKpll'J~µev. 

The object of this cta"use I presume to be, to provide that the joint forces 
of Lacedremon and Argos should not be bound to interfere for every sepa
rate dispute of each single ally with a foreign state, not incluilcd in the alli
ance. Thus, there were at this time standing disputes between Bceotia and 
Athens, and between 1\fogara and Athens : the Argeians probably would 
not choose to pledge themselves to interfere for the maintenance of the 
alleged rights of Bceotia and 1\fogara in these disputes. They guard them
selves against such necessity in this clause. 

M. II. Meier, in his recent Dissertation (Die Privat. Schiedsrichter nnd 
die offentlichen Diiiteten Athens (Halle, 1846), sect. 19, p. 41), has given nn 
analysis and explanation of this treaty which seems to me on many points 
unsatisfactory. 

2 All the smaller states in Pcloponnesus are pronounced by this treaty to 
be (if we employ the language employed with reference to the Delphiaus 
peculiarly in the Peace of Nikias) avrovoµovr, avrore/,eir, avrooiKovr, 
Thucyd. v, 19. The last clause of this treaty guarantees avrootKiav to nl~ 
though in language somewhat different, roir oe lrair Kara rra7pta 01Ka;e
t;{}a1. The expression in this treaty avro'll'uA.ier is substantially equivalent 
to al!ToreA.eir in the former. 

It is remarkable that we never find in Thucydides the very convenient 
Herodotean word ow<riotKot (Ilerodot. vi, 42), though there are occasions in 
these fourth and fifth books on which it would be useful to his meaning. 
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Arcadian subjects, and delivering up the hostages of these latter, 
according to the stipulation in the treaty between Lacedremon 
and Argos.I The Lacedremonians do not seem to have meddled 
farther with Elis. Being already pos5essed of Lepreum, 
through the Brasideian settlers planted there, - they perhaps did 
not wish again to provoke the Eleians, from fear of being 
excluded a second time from the Olympic festival. 

Meanwhile the conclusion of the alliance with Lacedmmon
about November or December, 418 B.C. - had still farther 
depressed the popular leaders at Argos. The oligarchical faction, 
and the chosen regiment of the Thousand, all men of wealth and 
family, as well as bound together by their common military 
training, now saw their way clearly to the dissolution of the 
democracy by force, and to the accomplishment of a revolution. 
Instigated by such ambitious views, and flattered by the idea of 
admitted headship jointly with Sparta, they espoused the new 
policy of the city with extreme vehemence, and began imme
diately to multiply occasions of collision with Athens. Joint 
Lacedremonian and Argeian envoys were despatched to Thrace 
and Macedonia. ·with the Chalkidians of Thrace, the revolted 
subjects of Athens, the old alliance was renewed and even new 
engagements concluded; while Peridikkas of l\Iacedonia was 
urged to renounce his covenants with Athens, and join the 
new confederacy. In that quarter the influence of Argos was 
considerable ; for the Macedonian princes prized very highly 
their ancient descent from Argos, which constituted them brethren 
of the Hellenic family. Accordingly, Perdikkas consented to 
the demand and concluded the new treaty ; insisting, however, 
with his habitual duplicity, that the step should for the moment 
be kept secret from Athens.2 In farther pursuance of the new 
tone of hostility to that city, joint envoys were also sent thither, 
to require that the Athenians should quit Peloponnesus, and 
especially that they should evacuate the fort recently erected 
near Epidaurus. It seems to have been held jointly by Argeians, 
ltlantineians, Eleians, and Athenians ; and as the latter were 
only a minority of the whole, the Athenians in the city judged 

1 Thucyd. v, 81; Diodor. xii, 81. ' Compare Thucyd .. v, SO, and v, 83. 
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it prudent to send Demosthenes to bring them away. That gen
eral not only effected the retreat, but also contrived a stratagem, 
which gave to it the air almost of an advantage. On his first · 
arrival in the fort, he proclaimed a gymnastic match outside of 
the gates for the amusement of the whole garrison, contriving to 
keep back the Athenians within until all the rest had marched 
out: then hastily shutting the gates, he remained master. of the 
place.l Having no intention, however, of keeping it, he made it 
over presently to the Epidaurians themselves, with whom he 
renewed the truce to which they had been parties jointly with 
the Laced::emonians five years before, two years before the Peace 
of' Nikias.2 I 

The mode of proceeding here resorted to by Athens, in respect 
to the surrender of the fort, seems to have been dictated by a 
desire to manifest her displeasure against the Argeians. This 
was exactly what the Argeian leaders and oligarchical party, on 
their side, most desired ; the breach with Athens had become 
irreparable, and their plans were now matured for violently sub
verting their own democracy. They concerted with Sparta a 
joint military expedition, of' one thousand hoplites from each 
city,- the first joint expedition under the new alliance,- against 
Sikyon, for the purpose of introducing more thorough-paced oli
garchy into the already oligarchical Sikyonian government. It 
is possible that there may have been some democratical opposi
tion gradually acquiring strength at Sikyon: but that city seems 
to have been, as far as we know, always oligarchical in policy, 
and passively faithful to Sparta. Probably, therefore, the joint 
enterprise against Sikyon was nothing more than a pretext to 

1 The instances appear to have been not rare, wherein Grecian towns 
changed masters, by the citizens thus goinl? out of the gates all together, or 
most part of them, for some religious festival. See the case of Smyrna 
( Herodot. i, 150), and the precautionary suggestions of the military writer 
JEneas, in his treatise called Poliorketicus, c. 17. · 

2 Thucyd. v, 80. Kal varepov 'Errt<lat•piot!," u. v ave{,)()' aµ e v 0 t rii!," Ul!"OV• 

Ca!,", avrol ol 'A{}11vaiot U.r.iooaav TO reixiuµa. "\Ve are here told that the 
Athenians RENEWED their truce with the Epidaurians: but I know no 
truce previously between them. except the general truce for a year, which 
the Epidaurians swore to, in conjunction with Sparta (iv, 119), in the be
ginning of B.c. 423. 

VOL. VII. 5 7oc. 
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cover the introduction of one thousand Lacedremonian hoplites 
into Argos, whither the joint detachment immediately returned, 
after the business at Sikyon had been accomplished. Thus rein
forced, the oligarchical leaders and the chosen Thousand at 
Argos put down by force the <lemocratical constitution in that 
city, slew the democratical leaders, and established themselves 
in complete possession of the government.I 

This revolution, accomplished about February, B.c, 417, the 
result of the victory of l\Iantineia and the consummation of a 
train of policy laid by Sparta, raised her ascendency in Pelopon
nesus to a higher and more undisputed point than it had ever 
before attained. The towns in Achaia were as yet not sufficiently 
oligarchical for her purpose, perhaps since the march of Alkibiades 
thither, two years before; accordingly, she now remodelled their 
governments in conformity with her own views. The new rulers 
of Argos were subservient to her, not merely from oligarchical 
sympathy, but from need of her aid to keep down internal rbing 
against themselves: so that there was neither enemy, nor even 
neutral, to counterwork her or to favor Athens, throughout the 
whole peninsula. 

But the Spartan ascendency at Argos was not destined to last. 
Though there were many cities in Greece, in which oligarchies 
long maintained themselves unshaken, through adherence to a tra
ditional routine and by being usually in the hand~ of men accus
tomed to govern, yet an oligarchy erected by force upon the ruins 
of a democracy was rarely of long duration. The angry discon
tent of the people, put down by temporary intimidation, usually 
revived, and threatened the security of the rulers enough to ren
der them suspicious and probably cruel. Nor was such cruelty 
their only fault: they found their emancipation from democratical 
restraints too tempting to be able to control either their lust or 
their rapacity. 'Vith the population of Argos, comparatively 
coarse and brutal in all ranks, and more like Korkyra than like 

1 Thucyd. v, 81. Kal AaKtoaiµovwt Kat 'Apyeiot, ;riAwt ii<&.upot, ~v!1rpa
uv!Javur, TU r' tv l:tKVWVl ir c\Aiyovr µui.A-ov Karfor71!Jav avrot ol Aaut5at
µ6vtot lli:t'Jovrt(, /Wt µer' heiva ;vvaµ</Jor~pot f/071 Kat TOV lv 'ApyH oljµov 
1cari/.v!1av, Kat c\/.iyap;ria lrrir71oeia roi( Aa1uoaiµovioir Karforri: compare 
Diodor. xii, 80. 
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Athens, such abuse was pretty sure to be speedy as well as 
flagrant. Especially the clio:;en regiment of the Thousand 
men in the vigor of thei1· age, and proud of thei1· military 
prowess as well as of their wealthier station - construed the new 
oligarchical government which they had helped to erect as a 
period of individual license to themselves. The behavior and 
fate of their chief, Bryas, illustrates the general demeanor of the 
troop. After many other outrages against persons of poorer 
condition, he one day met in the streets a wedding procession, in 
which the person of the bride captivated his fancy. He caused her 
to be violently torn from her company, carried her to his house, 
and possessed himself of her by force. But in the middle of the 
night, this high-spirited woman revenged herself for the outrage 
by putting out the eyes of the ravisher while he was fast asleep :l 
a terrible revenge, which the pointed clasp-pins of the feminine 
attire sometimes enabled women~ to take upon those who wronged 
them. Having contrived to make her escape, she found conceal
ment among her friends, as well as protection among the people 
generally against the indignant efforts of the chosen Thousand to 
avenge their leader. 

From incidents such as this, and from the multitude of petty 
insults which so flagitious an outrage implies as coexistent, we 
are not surprised to learn that the Demos of Argos soon recov
ered their lost courage, and resolved upon an effort to put down 
their oligarchical oppressors. They waited for the moment when 
the festival called the Gymnopredire was in course of being sol
emnized at Sparta, - a festival at which the choric performances 
of men and boys were so interwoven with Spartan religion as 
well as bodily training, that the Lacedrernonians would make no 
military movement until they were finished. At this critical 
moment, the Argeian Demos rose in insurrection, and after a 
sharp contest gained a victory over the oligarchy, some of whom 
were slain, while others only saved themselves by flight. Even 
at the first instant of danger, pressing messages had been sent to 
Sparta for aid. But the Lacedremonians at first peremptorily 

1 l'ausanias, ii, 20, I. 
• Sec llerodot. v, 87; Euripid. llecub. l 152, and the note of Musgrave on 

line l 135 of that drama. . 
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refused to move during the period of their festival: nor was it 
until messenger after messenger had arrived to set forth the 
pressing necessity of their friends, that they reluctantly put 
aside their festival to march towards Argos. They were too 
late: the precious moment had already passed by. They were 
met at Tegea by an intimation that their friends were over
thrown, and Argos in possession of the victorious people. 
Nevertheless, various exiles who had escaped still promised them 
success, urgently entreating them to proceed, but the Lacedremo
nians refused to comply, returned to Sparta, and resumed their 
intermitted festi val.1 

Thus was the oligarchy of Argos overthrown, after a continu
ance of about four months,2 from February to June, 417 B.c.; 
and the chosen Thousand-regiment either dissolved or destroyed. 
The movement excited great sympathy in several Peloponnesian 
cities,3 who were becoming jealous of the exorbitant preponder
ance of Sparta. Nevertheless, the Argeian Demos, though 
victorious within the city, felt so much distrust of being able to 
maintain themselves, that they sent envoys to Sparta to plead 
their cause and to entreat favorable treatment: a proceeding which 
proves the insurrection to have been spontaneous, not fomented 
by Athens. But the envoys of the expelled oligarchs were there 
to confront them, and the Lacedremonians, after a lengthened 
discus;;ion, adjudging the Dem9s to have been guilty of wrong, 
proclaimed the resolution of sending forces to put them down. 
8till, the habitual tardiness of Lacedremonian habits prevented 
any immediate or separate movement. Their allies were to be 
summoned, none being very zealous in the cause, and least of all 
at this moment, when the period of harvest was at hand; so 
that about three· months intervened before any actual force was 
brought together. 

1 ThuC'ycl. v, 82; Diodor. xii, 80. 
• Dioclorus (xii, 80) says that it lasted eight months: but this, if correct 

at all, must be taken as hrginning from the alliance between Sparta and 
Argos, and not from the first establishment of the oligarchy. The narra
tive of Thucydiclcs does not allow more than four months for the duration 
of the latter. 

3 Thucyd. v, 82. ~v1,yowav oe rilv reixurµov Kat TWV lv ITEA01rOVV~U<t' 
-rtvfr 1l"6Aewv. 
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This important interval was turned to account by the Argeian 
Demos, who, being plainly warned that they were to look on 
Sparta only as an enemy, immediately renewed their alliance 
with Athens. Regarding her as their main refuge, they com
menced the building of long walls to connect their city with the 
sea, in order that the road might always be open for supplies and 
reinforcement from Atl1ens, in case they should be confined to 
their walls by a superior Spartan force. The whole Argeian 
population - men and women, free and slave - set about the 
work with the utmost ardor: while Alkibiades brought assistance 
from Athens,1 especially skilled masons and carpenters, of whom 
they stood in much need. The step may probably have been 
suggested by himself, as it was the same which, two years before, 
he had urged upon the inhabitants of Patrre. But the construc
tion of walls adequate for defence, along the line of four miles 
and a half between Argos and the sea,2 required a long time. 
:Moreover, the oligarchical party within the town, as well as the 
exiles without, - a party defeated but not annihilated, - strenu
ously urged the Lacedremonians to put an end to the work, and 
even promised them a counter-revolutionary movement in the 
town as soon as they drew near to assist; the same intrigue which 
had been entered into by the oligarchical party at Athens forty 
years before, when the walls down to Peirreus were in course of 
erection.3 Accordingly about tTie end of September, 417 B.c., 
king Agis conducted an army of Laceda~monians and allies 
against Argos, drove the population within the city, and destroyed 
so much of the long walls as had been already raised. But 
the oligarchical party within were not able to realize their 
engagements of rising in arms, so that he was obliged to retire 
after merely ravaging the territory and taking the town of Hysire, 
where he put to death all the freemen who fell into his hands. 
After his departure, the Argeians retaliated these ravages upon 
the neighboring territory of Phlius, where the exiles from Argos 
chiefly resided.I 

. I Thucyd. v, 82. Kat ol µ'ev 'Apyeiot 7ravo11µel, Kat avTOt Kat yvvaiKer Kat 
olKfrat, l:rei;ri,ov, etc. Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 15. 

• Pausanias, ii, 36, 3. 3 Thucyd. i, 107. 
1 Thucyd. Y, 83. Diodorus inaccurately states that the Argeians had al

rea.dy built their long walls down to the sea - 'll'Vifoµevot rovr 'Apyeiov( 
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The close neighborhood of such exiles, together with the 
declared countenance of Sparta, and the continued schemes of 
the oligarchical party within the walls, kept the Argeian democ
racy in perpctua1 uneasiness and alarm throughout the winter, 
in spite of their recent victory and the suppression of the dan
gerous regiment of a Thousand. To relieve them in part from 
embarrassment, Alkibiades was despatched thither early in the 
spring with an Athenian armament and twenty triremes. His 
friends and guests appear to have been now in the ascendency, 
as leaders of the democratical government ; and in concert with 
them, he selected three hundred marked oligarchical persons, 
whom he carried away and deposited in various Athenian islands, 
as hostages for the quiescence of the party, n.c. 416. Another 
ravaging march was also undertaken by the Argeians into the 
territory of Phlius, wherein, however, they sustained nothing but 
loss. And again, about the end of September, the Lacedmmo
nians gave the word for a second expedition against Argos. But 
having marched as far as the borders, they found the sacrifices 
always offered previous to leaving their own territory -so unfa

, vorable, that they returned back and disbanded their forces. The 
Argeian oligarchical party, in spite of the hostages recently 
taken from them, had been on the watch for this Lacedremonian 
force, and had projected a rising; or at least were suspected of 

. doing so, to such a degree that ~ome of them were seized and 
imprisoned by the government, while others made their escape.2 
Later in the same winter, however, the Lacedremonians became 
more fortunate with their border sacrifices, entered the Argeian 
territory in conjunction with their allies (except the Corinthians, 
who refused to take part), and established the Argeian oligarchi

<(>KodoµnKivat Tu µaKpu TELX'fJ µixpi Ti/r {}a/,J,uunr txi~ 
81 ). ThucydiMs u'es the participle of the present tense- Tu o l Ko doµ o v
µ e v a uixn 0.6vur Kai rnraaKulflavnr, etc. 

t Thucyd. v, 116. AaKeoarµovwi, µ'"A A~ u av T' r elr T1/v 'Apyeiav urpa
uveiv .••.U.vqwp11uav. Kai 'Apyelot Ota T~V lKeiv<.JV µiAA1J<1lV TWV tv 
Tii 'frQJ,ft Ttvur V7r0T01r~(Javrer, Toilr µi·v ~vv0.af3ov, ol o' avroilr Kat oui¢vyov. 

I presume µD."A11rriv here is not used iu its ordinary meaning of loitering, 
delny, but is to be construed by the previous verb µe"AA~rravrer, and agreea
bly to the analogy of iv, 126 - "prospect of action immediately impend· 
ing :" compare Diodor. xii, 81. 

http:lKeiv<.JV
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cal exiles at Omero: from which town these latter were again 
speedily expelled, after the retirement of the Lacedromonian 
army, by the Argeian democracy with the aid of an Athenian 
reinforcemen t.l 

To maintain the renewed democratical government of Argos, 
against enemies both internal and external, was an important. 
policy to Athens, as affording the basis, which might afterwards 
be extended, of an anti-Laconian party in Peloponnesus. But at 
the present time the Argeian alliance was a drain and an exhaustion 
rather than a source of strength to Athens: very different from 
the splendid hopes which it had presented prior to the battle. of 
:Mantineia, hopes of supplanting Sparta in her ascendency within 
the Isthmus. It is remarkable, that in spite of the complete 
alienation of feeling between Athens and Sparta, - and contin

. ued reciprocal hostilities, in an indirect manner, so long as each 
was acting as ally of some third party, - nevertheless, neither 
the one nor the other would formally renounce the sworn alliance, 
nor obliterate the record inscribed on its stone column. Both 
parties shrank from proclaiming the real truth, though each half 
Jear brought them a step nearer to it in fact. Thus during the 
course of the present summer (416 B.c.) the Athenian and l\Ies
senian garrison at Pylo;; became more active than ever in their 
incursions on Laconia, and brought home large booty; upon 
which the Laced::emonians, though still not renouncing the alli
ance, publicly proclaimed their willingness to grant what we may 
call letters of marque, to any one, for privateering against Athe
nian commerce. The Corinthians also, on private grounds of 
quarrel, commenced hostilities against the Athenians.2 Yet still 
Sparta and her allies remained in a state of formal peace with 
Athend: the Athenians resisted all the repeated solicitations of 
the Argeians to induce them to make a landing on any part of 
Laconia and commit devastation.a Nor was the license of free 

1 Thucyd. vi, 7. • Thucyd. v, 115. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 105. The author of the loose and inaccurate Orntio de 

Pace, ascribed to Amloki<lcs, affirms that the war was resumed by Athens 
against Sparta on the persuasion of the Argeians ( Orat. de Pac. c. 1, 6, 3, 
31, pp. 93-105 ). This assertion is indeed partially true: the alliance with 
Argos was one of the causes of the resumption of war, but only one 
among others, some of them more powerful. Thucydides tells us that the 
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intercourse for individuals as yet suspended. 'Ve cannot doubt 
that the Athenians were invited to the Olympic festival of 416 
B.c. (the 9lst Olympiad), and sent thither their solemn legation 
along with those of Sparta and other Dorian Greeks. 

Now that they had again become allies of Argos, the Atheni
ans probably found out, more fully than they had before known, 
the intrigue carried on by the former Argeian government with 
the :Macedonian Perdikkas. The effects of these intrigues, l1ow
ever, had made themselves felt even earlier in the conduct of 
that prince, who, l1aving as an ally of Athens engaged to coope1·
ate with an Athenian expedition projected under Nikias for the 
spring or summer of 417 B.c. against the Chalkidians of Thrace 
and Amphipolis, now withdrew his concurrence, receded from 
the alliance of Athens, and frustrated the whole scheme of expe
dition. The Athenians accordingly placed the ports of l\Iace
donia under naval blockade, proclaiming Perdikkas an enemy.I 

Nearly five years had elapsed since the defeat of Kleon, with
out any fresh attempt to recover Amphipolis : the project just 
alluded to appears to have been the first. The proceedings of 
the Athenians with regard to this important town afford ample 
proof of that want of wisdom on the part of their leading men 
Nikias and Alkibiades, and of erroneous tendencies on the part 
of the body of the citizens, which we shall gradually find conduct
ing their empire to ruin. Among all their possessions out of 
Attica, there was none so valuable as Amphipolis: the centre of 
a great commercial and mining region, situated on a large river 
and lake which the Athenian navy could readily command, and 
claimed by them with reasonable justice, since it was their orig
inal colony, planted by their wisest statesman, Perikles. It had 
been lost only through unpardonable negligence on the part of 
their generals; and when lost, we should have expected to see 
the chief energies of Athens directed to the recovery of it; the 
more so, as, if once recovered, it admitted of being made sure and 
retained as a future possession. Kleon is the only leading man 
who at once proclaims to his countrymen the important truth 
that it never can be recovered except by force. He strenuously 

persuasions of Argos, to induce Athens to throw up her alliance with 
Sparta, were repeated and unavailing. 1 Thucyd. v, 83. 
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urges his countrymen to make the requisite military effort, and 
prevails upon them in part to do so, but the attempt disgracefully 
fails ; partly through his own incompetence as commander, 
wheil1er his undertaking of that duty was a matter of choice or 
of constraint, partly through the strong opposition and antipathy 
against him from so large a portion of his fellow-citizens, which 
rendered the military force not hearty in the enterprise. Next, 
Nikias, Laches, and Alkil>iades, all concur in making peace and 
alliance with the Lacedremonians, with express promise and 
purpose to procure the restoration of Amphipolis. But after a 
series of diplomatic proceedings, which display as much silly 
credulity in Nikias as selfish deceit in Alkibiades, the result 
becomes evident, as Kleon had insisted, that peace will not 
restore to them Amphipolis, and that it can only be regained by 
force. The fatal defect of Nikias is now conspicuously seen: his 
inertness of character and incapacity of decided or energetic 
effort. \Vhen he discovered that he had been out-manreuvred 
by the Laced::cmonian diplomacy, and had fatally misadvised his 
countrymen into making important cessions on the faith of equiv
alents to come, \\·e might have expected to find him spurred on 
by indignant repentance for this mistake, and putting forth his 
own strongest efforts, as well as those of his country, in order to 
recover those portions of her empire which the peace had prom
ised, but did not restore. Instead of which he exhibits no effec
tive movement, while Alkibiades begins to display the defects of 
his political character, yet more dangerous than those of Nikias, 
the passion for showy, precarious, boundless, and even perilous 
novelties. It is only in the year 417 B.c., after the defeat of 
l\fontineia had put an end to the political speculations of Alkibi
ades in the interior of Peloponnesus, that Nikias projects an ex
pedition against Arnphipolis ; and even then it is projected only 
contingent upon the aid of Perdikkas, a prince (}f notorious per
fidy. It was not by any half-exertions of force that the place 
could be regained, as the defeat of Kleon had sufficiently proved. 
\Ve obtain from these proceedings a fair measure of the foreign 
politics of Athens at this time, during what is called the Peace 
of Nikias, preparing us for that melancholy catastrophe which 
lv.ill 	 be developed in the coming chapters, where she is brought 

5* 
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near to rum by the defects of Nikias nnd Alkibiades combined: 
for, by singular misfortune, she does not reap the benefit of the 
good qualities of either. 

It was in one of the three years between 420-416 B.c., though 
we do not know in which, that the vote of ostracism took place, 
arising out of the contention between Nikias and AlkibiadCs.l 
The political antipathy between the two having reached a point 
of great violence, it was proposed that a vote of ostracism should 
be taken, and this proposition - probably made by the partisans 
of Nikias, since Alkibiades was the person most likely to be 
reputed dangerous-was adopted by the people. Hyperbolus 
the lamp-maker, son of Cheremes, a speaker of considerable 
influence in the public assembly, strenuously supported it, hating 
Nikias not less than Alkibiades. Hyperbolus is named by Aris
tophanes as having succeeded Kleon in the mastership of the 
rostrum in the Pnyx :'J if this were true, his supposed demagogic 
preeminence would commence about September 422 B.c., the 
period of the death of Kleon. Long before that time, however, 
he had been among the chief butts of the comic authors, who 
ascribe to him the same baseness, dishonesty, impudence, and 
malignity in accusation, as that which they fasten upon Kleon, 
though in language which seems to imply an inferior idea of his 
power. And it may be doubted whether Hyperbolus ever suc
ceeded to the same influence as had been enjoyed by Kleon, 
when we observe that Thucydides does not name him in any of 
the important debates which took place at and after the Peace of 
Nikias. Thucydides only mentions him once, in 411 B.c., while 

1 Dr. Thirlwall (History of Greece, vol. iii, ch. xxiv, p. 360) places this 
vote of ostracism in midwinter or early spring of 415 B.c., immediately 
before the Sicilian expedition. 

His grounds for this opinion are derived from the Oration called Andok
ides against Alki!Jtades, the genuineness of which he seems to accept (see 
his Appendix ii, on that subject, YOL iii, p. 494, seq.). 

The more frequently I reall over this Oration, the more do I feel per
suaded that it is a spurious composition of one or two generations after the 
time to which it professes to refer. l'IIy reasons for this opinion have been 
already stated in previous notes, nor do I think that Dr. Thirlwall's Appen· 
dix is successful in removing the objections against the genuineness of the 
speech. See my preceding vol. vi, ch. xlvii, p. 6, note. 

1 Aristophan. Pac. 680. 
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he was in banishment under sentence of ostracism, and resident 
at Samos. Ile terms him, "one Ilyperbolus, a low busy-body, 
who had been ostracized, not from fear of dangerous excess of· 
dignity and power, but through his wickedness and his being felt 
as a disgrace to the city."t This sentence of Thucydides is really 

. the only evidence against Hyperbolus: for it is not less unjust in 
his case than in that of Kleon to cite the jests and libels of com
edy as if they were so much authentic fact and trustworthy crit
1c1sm. It was at Samos that Hyperbolus was slain by the oligar
chical conspirators who were aiming to overthrow the democracy 
at Athens. \Ve have no particular facts respecting him to enable 
us to test the general character given by Thucydides. 

At the time when the resolution was adopted at Athens, to take 
a vote of ostracism suggested by the political dissension between 
Nikias and Alkibiades, about twenty-four years had elapsed since 
a similar vote had been resorted to; the last example having 
been that of Perikles and Thucydides son of J'llelesius, the latter 
of whom was ostracized about 442 n.c. The democratical con
stitution had become sufficiently confirmed to lessen materially 
the necessity for ostracism as a safeguard against individual 
usurpers : moreover, there was now full confidence in t]le numer
ous dikasteries as competent to deal with the greatest of such 
criminals, thus abating the necessity as conceived in men's minds, 
not less than the real necessity, for such precautionary interrnn
tion. Under such a state of things, altered reality as well as 
altered feeling, we are not surprised to find that the vote of ostra
cism now invoked, though we do not know the circumstances 
which immediately preceded it, ended in an abuse, or rather in 
a sort of parody, of the ancient preventive. At a moment of 
extreme heat of party dispute, the friends of Alkibiades probably 
accepted the challenge of Nikias and concurred in supporting a 
vote of ostracism ; each hoping to get rid of the opponent. The 
vote was accordingly decreed, but before it actually took place, 

1 Thucyd. viii, 73. 'Y trip (3 o ")., 6v Ti T t v a T wv 'Ai'flivai<Jv, µo:r.&l/pov 
uvfJp<Jtrov, wrJTpaKtuµf:vov ov dtu dvvu.µf(J( Kat u;twµaro( rpo(3ov, ui'i.Au dtu 
-rrov11piav 1<a~ alux.vv11v T~~ trOAf(J~. According to Androtion {:Frngm. 48, 
ed. Didot.) -wc;rpaKtuµ€vUJ1 &ii rpav"AoTT/Ta. 

Compare about Hypcrbolus, Plutarch, Nikius, c. 11 ; Plutarch, Alkibiudes, 
c. 13; JElian. V. II. xii, 43; Theopompus, Fragm. 102, 103, ed. Didot. 
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the partisans of both changed their views, and preferred to let 
the political dissension proceed without closing it by separating 
the combatants. But the ostracizing vote, having been formally 
pronounced, could not now be prevented from taking place: it was 
always, however, perfectly general in its form, admitting of any 
citizen being selected for temporary banishment. Accordingly, 
the two opposing parties, each doubtless including various clubs, 
or hetreries, and according to some accounts the friends of Phreax: 
also, united to turn the vote against some one else : and they fixed 
upon a man whom all of them jointly disliked, Hyperbolus.l By 
thus concurring, they obtained a sufficient number of votes against 
l1im to pass the sentence, and he was sent into temporary banish
ment. But such a result was in no one's contemplation when 
the vote was decreed to take place, and Plutarch even represents 
the people as clapping their hands at it as a good joke. It was 
presently recognized by every one, seemingly even by the enemies 
of Hyperbolus, as a gross abuse of the ostracism. And the lan
guage of Thucydides himself distinctly implies this; for if we 
even grant that IIyperbolus fully deserved the censure which 
that historian bestows, no one could treat his presence as danger
ous to the fommonwealth ; nor was the ostracism introduced to 

· meet low dishonesty or wickedness. It was, even before, passing 
out of the political morality of Athens; and this sentence con
summated its extinction, so that we never hear of it as employed 
afterwards. It had been extremely valuable in earlier days, as 
a security to the growing democracy against individual usurpation 
of power, and against dangerous exaggeration of rivalry between 
individual leaders: but the democracy was now strong enough to 
dispense with such exceptional protection. Yet if Alkibiades had 
returned as victor from Syracuse, it is highly probable that the 
Athenians would have had no other means than the precautionary 
antidote of ostracism to save themselves from him as despot. 

It was in the beginning of summer ( 416 n.c.) that the Athe
nians undertook the siege and conquest of the Dorian island of 

1 Plutareh, Alkioiad. c. 13; Plutarch, Xikias, c. II. Theophrastus says 
that the violent opposition at first, and the coalition afterwards, wa5 not 
between Xikias and Alkibiade.,, but between fiimax and Alkioiades. 

The coalition of \'Otes and parties may well have included all three. 
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Melos, one of the Cyclades, and the only one, except Thera, 
which was not already included in their empire. • 1\H:los and 
Th.era were both ancient colonies of Lacedmmon, with whom they 
had strong sympathies of lineage. They had never joined the 
confederacy of Delos, nor been in any way connected with Athens: 
but at the same time, neither had they ever taken part in the 
recent war against her, nor given her any ground of complaint,t 
until she landed and attacked them in the sixth year of the 
recent war. She now .renewed her attempt, sending against the 
island a considerable force under Kleomedes and Tisias : thirty 
Athenian triremes, with six Chian and two Lesbian, twelve hun
dred Athenian hoplites, and fifteen hundi:ed hoplites from the 
allies, with three hundred bowmen and twenty horse-bowmen. 
These officers, after disembarking their forces, and taking posi
tion, sent envoys into the city summoning the government to 
surrender, and to become a subject-ally of Athens. 

It was a practice, frequent., if not universal, in Greece, even in 
governments not profes5edly democratical - to discuss proposi
tions for peace or war before the assembly of the people. But 
on the present occasion the Melian leaders departed from this 
practice, and admitted the envoys only to a private conversation 
with their executive council. Of this conversation Thucyclidei! 
professes to give a detailed and elahorate account, at surprising 
length, considering his general brevity. He sets down thirteen 
distinct observations, with as many replies, interchanged between 
the Athenian envoys and the 1\Ielians; no one of them separately 
long, and some very short; bnt the dialogue carried on is. dra
matic, and very impressive. There is, indeed, every reason for 
concluding tliat what we here read in Thucyclides is in far larger 
proportion his own ancl in smaller proportion authentic report, 
than any of the other speeches which he professes to set down. 
For this was not a public harangue, in respect to which he might 
have had the opportunity of consulting the recollection of many 
different persons: it was a private conversation, wherein three or 
four Athenians, and perhaps ten or a dozen Melians, may have 
taken part. Now as all the Melian population were slain imme

1 Thucyd. iii, 91. 
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diaiely after ,the capture of the town, there remained only the 
Athenian envoys through whose report Thucydides could possi
bly have heard what really passed. That he did hear either 
from or through them the general character of what passed, I 
make no doubt: but there is no ground for believing that he 
received from them anything like the consecutive stream of de
bate, which, together with part of the illustrative reasoning, ·we 
must refer to his dramatic genius and arrangement. 

The Athenian begins by restricting the subject of discussion to 
the mutual interests of both parties in the peculiar circumstances 
in which they now stand, in spite of the disposition of the l\Ielians 
to enlarge the range of topics, by introducing considerations of 
justice and appealing to the sentiment of impartial critics. Ile 
will not multiply words to demonstrate the just origin of the 
Athenian empire, erected on the expulsion of the Persians, or 
to set forth injury suffered, as pretext for the present expedition. 
Nor will he listen to any plea on the part of the :Melians, that 
they, though colonists of Sparta, have never fought alongside of 
her or done Athens wrong. He presses upon them to aim at 
what is attainable under existing circumstances, since they know 
as well as he that justice in the reasoning of mankind is settled 
according to equal compulsion on both sides ; the strong doing 
what their power allows, and the weak submitting to it.1 To 

1 In reference to this argumentation of the Athenian envoy, I call atten· 
tion to the attack and bombardment of Copenhagen by the English govern· 
mcnt in 180i, together with the language used by the English envoy to the 
Danish Prince Regent on the subject. 'Ve read as follows in M. Thicrs's 
Histoire du Consulat ct de !'Empire: 

" L'agent choisi etoit digne de sa mission. C'etoit M. Jackson qui avait 
ete autrcfois charge d'affaires en France, avant l'arrfrec de Lord \Vhitworth, 
a Paris, mais qu'on n'avoit pas pu y laisscr, a cause du mauvais esprit qu'il 
manifcstoit en toutc occasion. Intrnduit aupres du regent, ii allegua de 
pretendues stipulations secretes, en vcrtu desquclles le Danemark devoii, 
( disoit on) de gre ou .de force, faire partie d'une coalition contre !'Angle· 
tcrre: ii donna comme rai,;on d'agir la. nccessite ou se trouYoit le cabinet 
Drit.'lnnique de prcndre des precautions pour que !cs forces navales du 
Dancmark et le passage du Sund nc tombasscnt pas au pouvoir des Fran
~ois: ct en consequence ii demandu au nom de son gouvernement, qu'"u 
Jinttt a l'urmee Angloise la fortercsse de Kronenberg qui commande le 
Sund, le port de Copenhague, et enfin la. flotte el!e-memc - promettant de 
garder le tout en depot, pour le compte du Danemark, qui seroit remis en 
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this the Melians reply, that- omitting all appeal to justice, and 
speaking only of what was expedient - they hold it to be even 
expedient for Athens not to break down the common moral sanc
tion of mankind, but to permit that equity and justice shall still 
remain as a refuge for men in trouble, with some indulgence 
even towards those who may be unable to make out a case of 
full and strict right. l\Iost of all was this the interest of Athens 
herself, inasmuch as her ruin, if it ever occurred, would be awful 
both as punishment to herself and as lesson to others. - " "\Ve -are 
not afraid of that (rejoined the Athenian) even if our empire 
should be overthrown. It is not imperial cities like Sparta who 
deal harshly with the conquered. l\Ioreover, our present contest 
is not undertaken against Sparta; it is a contest to determine 
whether subjects shall by their own attack prevail over their 
rulers. This is a risk for us to judge of: in the mean time, let 
us remind you that we come here for the advantage of our own 
empire, and that we are now speaking with a view to your safety; 
wishing to get you under our empire without trouble to ourselves, 
and to preserve you for the mutual benefit of both of us." - " Cau
110t you leave us alone, and let us be your friends instead of 
enemies, but neither allies of you nor of Sparta?" said the l\Ie
lians. - " No (is the reply); your friendship does us more harm 
than your enmity: your friendship is a proof of our weakness, 
in the eyes of our subject-allies; your enmity will give a demon
stration of our power." - " Ilut do your subjects really take such 

possession de cc qu'on alloit Jui cnlevcr, des que le danger seroit passc. nI. 
Jackson assura que le Danemark nc pcrdroit rien, que !'on sc conduiroit 
chez Jui en auxiliaires et en amis-que Jes troupes Britanniques payeroient 
tout ce qu'clles consommcroient. -Et avec quoi, repondit le prince indigne, 
payeriez vous notre honneur perdu, si nous adherions a cettc infame propo
sition 1-Le prince continuant, et opposant a cette pcrfiile intention la 
conduite loyale du Danemark, qui n'avoit pris aucunc precaution contre 
Jes Anglois, qui Jes avoit toutcs prises contre les Fran~ois, cc dont on 
almsoit pour le surprendre - ;ll. Jackson repondit acette Juste indignation par 
1me insolente familiarite, disant que la guen-e etoit la guen-e, qu'il falloit se re
signer a ces necessites, et ceder au plus fort quand on etoit le plus foible. Le 
prince cougedia l'agcnt Anglois avec des paroles fort dures, et lui Melara 
11u'il alloit se transporter a Copcnhaguc, pour y rcmplir ses devoirs de prince 
ct de citoyen Danois." (Thiers, llistoire du Consulat ct ile l'Empire, tome 
viii, livre xxviii, p. 190.) 
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a measure of equity, as to put us, who have no sort of connection 
with you, on the same footing with themselves, most of whom 
are your own colonists, while many of them have even revolted 
from you and been reconquered ? " - " They do : for they think 
that both one and the other have fair ground for claiming inde
pendence, and that if you are left independent, this arises only 
from your power and from our fear to attack you. So that your 
submission will not only enlarge our empire, but strengthen our 
security throughout the whole; especially as you are islanders, 
and feeble islanders too, while we are lords of the sea." - " But 
surely that very circumstance is in other ways a protection to 
you, as evii1cing your moderation: for if you attack us, you will 
at once alarm all neutrals, and convert them into enemies." 
" "\Ve are in little fear of continental cities, who are out of our 
reach and not likely to take part against us, but only of island
ers; either yet unincorporated in our empire, like you, or already 
in our empire and discontented with the constraint which it im
poses. It is such islanders who by their ill-judged obstinacy are 
likely, with their eyes open, to bring both us and themselves into 
peril." - " We know well (said the l\Ieliaris, after some other 
observations had been interchanged) how terrihle it is to contend 
against your superior power, and your good fortune; neverthe
less, we trust that in point of fortune we shall receive fair treat
ment from the gods, since we stand upon grounds of right against 
injustice; and as to our inferior power, we trust that the deficiency 
will be made up by our ally Sparta, whose kindred race will 
compel her from very shame to aid us." - " ·we too (replied the 
Athenians) think that we shall not be worse off than others in 
regard to the divine favor. For we neither advance any claim, 
nor do any act, overpassing that which men believe in regard to 
the gods, and wish in regard to themselves. 'Vhat we believe 
ahout the gods is the same as that which we see to be the prac
tice of men: the impulse of nature inclines them of necessity to 
rule over what is inferior in force to themselves. This is the 
principle on which we now proceed, - not having been the first 
either to lay it down or to follow it, but fiu<ling it established and 
likely to continue for ever, - and knowing well too that you or 
others in our position would <lo as much. As for your expecta
tions from the Lace1l:cmonians, founded on the disgrace of their 
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remaining <leaf to your call, we congratulate you indeed on your 
innocent simplicity, but we at the same time deprecate such fool
ishness. For the Lacedmmonians are indeed most studious of 
excellence in regard to themselves and their own national cus
toms. But looking at their behavior towards others, we affirm 
roundly, and can prove by many examples of their history, that 
they are of all men the most conspicuous in construing what is 
pleasing as if it were honorable, and what is expedient as if it 
were just. Now that is not the state of mind which you require, 
to square with your desperate calculations of safety." 

After various other observations interchanged in a similar 
tenor, the Athenian envoys, strenuously urging upon the JHelians 
to reconsider the matter more cautiously among themselves, with
drew, and after a certain interval were recalled by the :J'iielian 
council to hear the following words : ""\Ve hold to the same 
opinion, as at first, men of Athens: we shall not surrender the 
independence of a city which has already stood for seven hundred 
years; we shall yet make an effort to save ourselves, relying on 
that favorable fortune which the gods have hitherto vouchsafed to 
us, as well as upon aid from men, and especially from the Lace
dmmonians. "\Ve request that we itiay be considered as your 
friends, but as hostile to neither party, and that you will leave 
the island after concluding such a truce as may be mutually 
acceptable."-""\Vell (said the Athenian envoys), you alone seem 
to consider future contingencies as clearer than the facts before 
your eyes, and to look at an uncertain distance, through your 
own wishes, as if it were present reality. You have staked your 
all upon the Lacedmmonians, upon fortune, and upon fond hopes; 
and, with your all, you will come to ruin." 

The siege was forthwith commenced. A wall of circumvalla
tion, distributed in portions among the different allies of Athens, 
was constructed round the town; which was left under full 
blockade, both by sea and land, while the rest of the armament 
retired home. The town remained blocked up for several 
months. During the course of that time, the besieged made two 
successful sallies, which afforded them some temporary relief, and 
forced the Athenians to send an additional detachment, under 
Philokrates. At length the provisions within were exhausted ; 

VOL. vu. Soc. 
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plots for betrayal commenced among the l\fclians thcmsEllves, so 
that they were constrained to surrender at discretion. The Athe
nians resolved to put to death all the men of military age and to 
sell the women and chil<lrcn as slaves. \Vho the proposer of this 
barbarous resolution wa;;, Thucydides does not say; but Plutarch 
and others inform us that Alkibiades 1 was strenuous in suppor·t
ing it. Five hun<lre<l Athenian settlers were subsequently sent 
thither, to form a new community: apparently not as kieruchs, or 
out-citizens of Athens, but as new l\felians.'l 

Taking the proceedings of the Athenians towards l\felos from 
the beginning to the end, they form one of the grossest and most 
inexcusable pieces of cruelty combined with injustice which 
Grecian history presents to us. In appreciating the cruelty of 
such wholesale executions, we ought to recollect that the laws of 
war placed the prisoner altogether at the disposal of his conqueror, 
and that an Athenian garrison, if captured by the Corinthians in 
Naupaktus, Nisrea, or elsewhere, would assure<lly ha,·e undergone 
the same fate, unless in so far as they might be kept for exchange. 
But the treatment of the l\felians goes beyond an· rigor of the 
laws of war ; for they ha<l never been at war with Athens, nor 
had they done anything to· incur her enmity. l\Ioreover, the 
acquisition of the iolan<l was of no material value to Athens; not 
sufficient to pay the expenses of the armament employed in its 
capture. And while the gain was thus in every sense slender, 
the shock to Grecian feeling by the whole proceeding seems to 
have occasione<l serious mischief to Athens. Far fro,m tending 
to strengthen her entire empire, by sweeping in this small insulat• 
population, who had hitherto been neutral an<l harmless, it raised 
nothing but odium again~t her, and was treasured up in after 
times as among the first of her mis<leeds. 

To gratify her pride of empire by a new conquest- easy to 

1 l'lutareh, Alkibiades, c. 16. This is doubtless one of the statements 
which the composer of the Oration of Andokides against Alkibiades found 
current in respect to the conduct of the latter (sect. 123). Nor is there 
any reason for questioning the truth of it . 

• Time yd. v, lOG. TO oi; xwpiov al>ro! </JKT/IJllt', a7r 0 i K 0 v' vanpov TrfVTll· 

Ko11io1·c r.iµi/Javrr,. Lysander restored some l\Ielians to the island after the 
battle of .;l~gospotami (Xenoph. Hellen. ii, 2, 9): some, therefore, must have 
escaped or must have been spared. 
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effect, though of small value -was doubtless her chief motive; 
probably also strengthened by pique against Sparta, between whom 
and herself a thoroughly hostile feeling subsisted, and by a desire 
to humiliate Sparta through the 1\Iclians. This passion for new 
acquisition, superseding the more reasonable hopes of recovering 
the lost portions of her empire, will be seen in the coming chap
ters breaking out with still more fatal predominance. 

Both these two points, it. will be observed, are prominently. 
marked in the dialogue set forth by Thucydides. I have already 
stated that this dialogue can hardly represent what actually passed, 
except as to a few general points, which the historian has fol
lowed out into deductions and illustrations,1 thus dramatizing the 
given situation in a powerful and characteristic manner. The 
language put into the mouth of the Athenian envoys is that 
of pirates and robbers, as Dion:r.sius of Ilalikarnassus 2 long 
ago remarked; intimating his suspicion that Thucydides had so 
set out the case for the purpose of discrediting the country which 
had sent him into exile. 'Vhatever may be thought of this sus
picion, we may at least affirm that the arguments which he_ here 
ascribes to Athens are not in harmony even with the defects of 
the Athenian character. Athenian speakers are more open to 
the charge of equivocal wording, multiplication of false pre
tences, softening down the bad points of their case, putting an 
amiable name upon vicious acts, employing what is properly 
called sopliistry, where their purpose needs it.3 Now the lan
guage of the envoy at 1\Ielos, which has been sometimes cited as 
illustrating the immorality of the class or profession - falsely 
called a school - named Sophists at Atheng, is above all things 
remarkable for· a sort of audacious frankness ; ·a disdain not 
merely of sophistry, in the modern sense of the word, but even 

1 Such is also the opinion of Dr. Thirlwall, Hist. Gr. vol. iii, ch. xxiv, p. 
348. 

1 Dionys. Hal. Judie. de Thncydid. c. 3i-42, pp. 906-920, Reisk: compare 
the remarks in his Epistol. ad Cn. Pompeium, de Prrecipuis IIistoricis, p. 
774, Rcisk. 

aPlutarch, Alkibiad. 16. TOV!: 'A-8T]vaiov, uel TU trpaorara rwv ovoµ&.rwv roi, 
uµapr~11at7i ro'Jeµivov» trauJiil> t<al .pil.av-&pwtriar. To the same purpose 
Plutarch, Solon, c. 15. 
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of such plausible excuse as might have been offered. It has 
been strangely argued, as if" The good old plan, that they should 
take who hm'e the power, and they should keep who can," had been 
first discovered and openly promulgated by Athenian sophists ; 
whereas the true purpose and value of sophists, even in the 
modern and worst sense of the word - putting aside the perver
sion of applying that sense to the persons called sophists at 
A.thens - is, to furnish plausible matter of deceptive justification, 
so that the strong man may be enabled to act upon this "good 
old plan" as much as he pleases, but without avowing it, and 
while professing fair dealing or just retaliation for some imaginary 
wrong. The wolf in .lEsop's fable (of the ·wolf and the Lamb) 
speaks like a sophist; the Athenian envoy at l\lelos speaks in a 
manner totally unlike a sophist, either in the Athenian sense or 
in the modern sense of the wqrd; we may add, unlike an Athe
nian at all, as Dionysius has observed. 

As a matter of fact and practice, it is true that stronger states, 
in Greece and in the contemporary world, did habitually tend, as 
they have tended throughout the course of history down to the 
present day, to enlarge their power at the expense of the weaker. 
Every territory in Greece, except Attica and Arcadia, had been 
seized by conquerors who dispossessed or enslaved the prior 
inhabitants. "\Ve find Ilrasidas reminding his soldiers of the 
good sword of their forefathers, which hatl established dominion 
over men fat• more numerous than themselves, as matter of pride 
and glory: I and when we come to the times of Philip and Alex
ander of l\lacedon, we shall see the lust of conquest reaching a 
pitch never witnessed among free Greeks. Of right thus founded 
on simple superiority of fo1·ce, there were abundant examples to 
be quoted, as parallels to the Athenian conquest of l\lelos: but that 
which is unparalleled is the mode adopted by the Athenian envoy 
of justifying it, or rather of setting aside all justification, look
ing at the actual state of civilization in Greece. A barbarous 
im·ader casts his sword into the scale in lieu of argument: a 
civilized conqueror is bound by received international morality to 
furnish some justification, - a good plea, if he can, - a faloe 

1 Compare also what Brasidus says in his speech to the Akanthians, v, SG: 
I a .t v o r ot " a t ii a e t l';v ~ TVX1/ Mc.uav, etc. 
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plea, or sham plea, if he has no better. But the Athenian envoy 
neither copies the contemptuous silence of the barbarian nor the 
smooth lying of the civilized invader. Though coming from the 
most cultivated city in Greece, where the vices prevalent were 
those of refinement and not of barbarism, he disdains the conven
tional arts of civilized diplomacy more than would have been 
done by an envoy even of Argos or Korkyra. He even disdains 
to mention, what might have been said with perfoct truth as a 
matter of fact, whatever may be thought of it~ sufficiency as a 
justification, that the 1\Ielians had enjoyed for the last fifty years 
the security of the .lEgean waters at the cost of Athens and het· 
allies, without any payment of their own. 

So at least he is made to <lo in the Thucydidean dramatic 
fragment,- Mij'Aov ~A'Awa1.~· (The Capture of l\Ielos ), -ifwe may 
parody the title of the lost tragedy of Phrynichus "The Cap
ture of l\Iiletus." And I think a comprehensive view of the 
history of Thucydides will suggest to us the explanation of this 
drama, with its powerful and tragical effect. The capture of 
:Melos comes immediately before the great Athenian expedition 
against Syracuse, which was resolved upon three or four months 
afterwards, and despatched during the course of the following 
summer. That expedition was the gigantic effort of Athens, 
which ended in the most ruinous catastrophe known to ancient 
history. From such a blow it was impossible for Athens to 
recover. Though thus cdppled, indeed, she strnggled against 
its effects with surprising energy; but her fortune went on, in 
the main, declining, -yet with occasional moments of apparent 
restoration, - until her complete prostration and subjugation by 
Lysander. Now Thucydides, just before he gets upon the plan~ 
of this descending progress, makes a halt, to illustrate the senti
ment of Athenian power in its most exaggerated, insolent, and 
cruel manifestation, by this dramatic fragment of the envoys at 
l\Ielos. It will be recollected that Herodotus, when about to 
describe the forwaru march of Xerxes into Greece, destined to 
terminate in such fatal humiliation, impresses his readers with an 
elaborate iuea of the monarch's insolence and superhuman pride, 
by various conversations between him and the courtiers about 
him, as well as by other anecdotes, combined with the over
whelming specifications of the muster at Doriskus. Such moral 
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contrasts and juxtapositions, especially that of ruinous reverse 
following upon overweening good fortune, were highly interest
ing to the Greek mind. And Thucydides - having before him 
an act of great injustice and cruelty on the part of Athens, com
mitted exactly at this point of time - has availed himself of the 
form of dialogue, for once in his history, to bring out the senti
ments of a disdainful and confident c~nqueror in dramatic 
antithesis. They are, however, his own sentiments, conceived as 
suitable to the situation; not those of the Athenian envoy, - still 
less, those of the Athenian public, - least of all, those of that 
much-calumniated class of men, the Athenian sophists. 

CHAPTER LVII. 

SICILIAN AF.FAIRS AFTER 	THE EXTINCTION OF THE GELONIAN 
DYNASTY. 

IN the preceding chapters, I have brought down the .general 
history of the Peloponnesian war to the time immediately preced
ing the memorable Athenian expedition against Syracuse, which 
changed the whole face of the war. At this period, and for some 
time to come, the history of the Peloponnesian Greeks becomes 
intimately blended with that of the Sicilian Greeks. But hith
erto the connection between the two has been merely occasional, 
and of little reciprocal effect: so that I have thought it for the 
convenience of the reader to keep the two streams entirely 
separate, omitting the proceedings of Athens in Sicily during the 
first ten years of the war. I now proceed to fill up this blank: to 
recount as much as can be made out of Sicilian events during 
the interval between 4Gl-HG n.c., and to assign the successive 
1>teps whereby the Athenians entangled themselves in ambitious 
projects against Syracuse, until they at length came to stake the 
larger portion of their force upon that fatal hazard. 
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The extinction of the Gelonian dynasty at Syracuse,t followed 
by the expulsion or retirement of all the other despots through
out the island, left the various Grecian cities to reorganize 
themselves in free and self-constituted governments. Unfortu
nately, our memorials respecting this revolution are miserably 
scanty; but there is enough to indicate that it was something 
much more than a change from single-headed to popular govern
ment. It included, farther, transfers on the largest scale both of 
inhabitants and of property. The preceding despots had sent 
many old citizens into exile, transplanted others from one part of 
Sicily to another, and provided settlements for numerous emi
grants and mercenaries devoted to their interest. Of these pro
ceedings much was reversed, when the dynasties were overthrown, 
so that the personal and proprietary revolution was more compli
cated and perplexing than the political. After a period of severe 
commotion, an accommodation was concluded, whereby the adhe
rents of the expelled dynasty were planted partly in the territory 
of J\IessGne, partly in the reestablished city of Kamarina in the 
eastern portion of the southern coast, bordering on Syracuse.2 

1 See above, vol. v, ch. xliii, pp. 204-239, for the history of these events. 
I now take up the thread from that chapter. 

•Mr. Mitford, in the spirit which is usual with him, whlle enlarging upon 
the suffering occasionc(l hy this extensive rernlution both of iuhahitants 
and of property throughout Sicily, takes no notice of the cause in wl1ieh it 
originated, namely, the number of foreign mcrecnarics whom the Gclonian 
dynasty had brought in ancl enrolled as new citizens (Gclon alone having 
brought in ten thousand, Dio<lor. xi, 72), and the number of exiles whom 
they had banished anti di>po,:sessed. 

l will here notice only one of his misrepresentations respecting the events 
of this period, because it is definite as well as important (vol. iv, p. 9, chap. 
xviii, sect. i). · 

"But thus (he says) in every little state, lands were left to become public 
property, or to be assigned to new individual owners. Ever.¥where, then, that 
favorite measit>"e of democracy, the equal division <if the lands of the state, was 
resolved upon: a measure impossible to be perfectly executed; impossible 
to be maintained as executed; and of lrery doubtful advantage, if it could 
be perfectly executed and pe1fcctly maintained." 

Again, sect. iii, p. 23, he speaks of "that incomplete and iniquitous par
tition of lands,'' etc. 

Now, upon this we may remark: 
1. The equal division ofthe lands of the state, here affirmed by Mr. Mitford, 
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But though peace was thus reestablished, these large mutations 
of inhabitants first begun by the despots, - and the incoherent 
mixture of races, religious institutions, dialects, etc., which was 
brought about unavoidably during the process, - left throughout 
Sicily a feeling of local instability, very different from the long 
traditional tenures in Peloponnesus and Attica, and numbered by 
foreign enemies among the elements of its weakness.I The 
wonder indeed rather is, that such real and powerful causes of 
di~order were soon so efficaciously controlled by the popular gov
ei·nments, that the half century now approaching was decidedly 
the most prosperous and undisturbed period in the history of the 
island. 

The southern coast of Sicily was occupied, beginning from the 
westward by Selinus, Agrigentum, Gela, and Kamarina. Then 
came Syracuse, possessing the southeastern cape, and the south
ern portion of the eastern coast: next, on the eastern coast, Le
ontini, Katana, and Naxos: l\Iessene, on the strait adjoining Italy. 
The centre of the island, and even much of the northern coast, 
was occupied by the non-Hellenic Sikels and Sikans: on this 
coast, Himera was the only Grecian city. Between Himera and 
Cape LilybIBum, the western corner of the island was occupied 

is a pure fancy of his own. He has no authority for it whatever. Diodorus 
says (xi, 76) 1<au1</,11pov;pwav r~v xwpav, etc.; and again (xi, 86) he speaks 
of Tov uvai!ai;µov ri;r xwpar: the redivision of the territory ; but respecting 
equulity ef division, not one word does he say. Nor can any principle of 
division in this case he less probable than equality; for one of the great 
motives of the redivision was to provide for those exiles who had been dis· 
possessed by the Gelonian dynasty: and these men would receive lots, 
greater or less, on the ground of compensation for loss, greater or less as it 
might have been. Besides, immediately after the redivision, we find rich 
and poor mentioned, just as before (xi, 86). 

2. Next, Mr. l\Iitford calls "the equal didsion of all the lands of the 
state" the fui'Orite measure of democracy. This is an assertion not less 
incorrect. Not a single democracy in Greece, so far as my knowledge ex
tenil~, can be produced, in which such equal partition is ever known to have 
been carried into effect. In the Athenian democracy, especially. not only 
there existed constantly great inequality of landed property, but the oath 
annually taken by the popular hcliastic judges had a special clause, protest
ing emphatically against redivision ef the land or extinction efdebts. 

1 Thueyd. vi, 17. 
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by the non-Hellenic cities ot Egesta and Eryx, and by the Car
thaginian seaports, of which Panormus (Palermo) was the prin
cipal. 

Of these various Grecian cities, all independent, Syracuse was 
the first in power,.Agrigentum the second. The causes above 
noticed, disturbing the first commencement of popular govern
ments in all of them, were most powerfully operative at Syra
cuse. We do not know the particulars of the democratical con
stitution which was there established, but its stability was threat
ened by more than one ambitious pretender, eager to seize the 
sceptre of Gelo and Hiero. The most; prominent among these 
pretenders was Tyndarion, who employed a considerable fortune 
in distributing largesses and procuring partisans among the poor. 
His political designs were at length so openly manifested, that 
he was brought to trial, condemned, and put to death; yet not 
without an abortive insurrection of his partisans to. resc11e him. 
After several leading citizens had tried, and failed in a similar 
manner, the people thought it expedient to pass a law similar to 
the Athenian ostracism, authorizing the infliction of temporary 
preventive banishment.I Under this law several powerful citi
zens were actually and speedily banished; and such was the 
abuse of the new engine, by the political parties in the city, that 
men of conspicuous position are said to have become afraid of 
meddling with public affairs. Thus put in practice, the institu
tion is said to have given rise to new political contentions not less 
violent than those which it checked, insomuch that the Syracu
sans found themselves obliged to repeal the law not long after its 
introduction. 'Ve should have been glad to learn some partic
ulars concerning this political experiment, beyond the meagre 
abstract given by Diodorus, and especially to know the precau
tionary securities by which the application of the ostracizing 
sentence was restrained at Syracuse. Perhaps no care was 
taken to copy the checks and formalities provided by Kleisthenes 
at Athens. Yet under all circumstances, the institution, though 
tutelary, if reserved for its proper emergencies, was eminently 

1 Diodor. xi, 86, 87. The institution at Syracuse was called the petalism; 
because, in taking the votes, the name of the citizen intended to be banished 
was written upon a leaf of 9live, instead of a shell or potsherd . 

. VOL. VII. 6 
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open to abuse, so that we have no reason to wonder that abuse 
occurred, especially at a period of great violence and <liscor<l. 
The wonder rather is, that it was so little abused at Athens. 

Although the ostracism, or petalism, at Syracuse was speedily 
discontinued, it may probably have left a salutary impression 
behind, as far as we can judge from the fact that new pretender3 
to despotism are not hereafter mentioned. The republic increases 
in wealth, and manifests an energetic action in foreign affairs. 
The Syracusan admiral Phayllus wa~ despatched with a power
ful fleet to repress the piracies of the Tyrrhenian maritime towns, 
and after ravaging the island of Elba, returned home, under the 
suspicion of having been bought off by bribes from the enemy; 
on which accusation he was tried and banished, a second fleet 
of sixty triremes under Apelles being sent to the same regions. 
The new admiral not only plundered many parts of the Tyrrhe
nian coast, but also carried his ravages into the island of Corsica, 
at that time a Tyrrhenian possession, and reduced the island of 
Elba completely. His return was signalized by a large number 
of captives and a rich booty.1 

:Meanwhile the great antecedent revolutions, among the Gre
cian cities in Sicily had raised a new spirit among the Sikels of 
the interior, and inspired the Sikel prince Duketius, a man of 
spirit and ability, with large ideas of aggrandizement. Many 
exiled Greeks having probably sought service with him, it was 
either by their suggestion, or from having himself caugl1t the 
spirit of Hellenic improvement, that he commenced the plan of 
bringing the petty Sikel communities into something like city 
life and collective cooperation. Having acquired glory by the 
capture of the Grecian town of l\Iorgantina, he induced all the 
Sikel communities, with the exception of Hybla, to enter into a 
sort of federative compact. Next, in order to obtain a central 
point for the new organization, he transferred his own little town 
from the hill-top, called ::\Ienre, down to a convenient spot of the 
neighboring plain, near to the sacred precinct of the gods called 
Paliki.2 As the veneration paid to these god:i, determined in 

1 Diodor. xi, Si, 88. 
• Diodor. xi, 78, 88, 90. The proceeding of Duketius il> illustrated by the 

description of Dardanus in the Iliad, xx, 216 : 
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part by the striking volcanic manifestations in the neighborhood, 
rendered this plain a suitable point of attraction for Sikels gen
erally, Duketius was enabled to establish a considerable new city 
of Palike, with walls of large circumference, and an ample range 
of adjacent land which he distributed among a numerous Sikel 
population, probably with some Greeks intermingled. 

The powerful position which Duketius had thus acquired is 
attested by the aggressive character of his measures, intended 
gradually to recover a portion at least of that ground which the 
Greeks had appropriated at the expense of the indigenous popu
lation. The Sikel town .of Ennesia had been seized by the 
Jlieronian Greeks expelled from ~tna, and had received from 
them the name of lEtna: I Duketius now found means to re
conquer it, after ensnaring by stratagem the leading magistrate. 
Ile was next bold enough to invade the territory of the Agri
gentines, and to besiege one of their country garrisons called 
l\fotyum. 'Ve are impressed with a high idea of his power, 
when we learn that the Agrigentines, while marching to relieve 
the place, thought it necessary to invoke aid from the Syracusans, 
who sent to them a force under Bolkon. Over this united force 
Duketius gained a victory, in consequence of the treason or 
cowardice of Bolkon, as the Syracusans believed, insomuch that 
they condemned him to death. In the succeeding year, however, 
the good fortune of the Sikel prince changed. The united army 
of these two powerful cities raised the blockade of l\fotyum, 
completely defeated him in the field, and dispersed all his forces. 
Finding himself deserted by bis comrades and even on the point 
of being betrayed, he tor,k the de~perate resolution of casting 
himself upon the mercy of the Syracu~ans. He rode off by 
night to the gates of Syracuse, entered the city unknown, and 
sat down as a suppliant on the altar in the agora, surrendering 
himself together with all his territory. A spectacle thus unex
pected brought together a crowd of Syracuse citizens, exciting 

Kriaae &i: ti.apilavi17v, frrei ov;n.i 'Uwr ipi'/ 

Ev 11'eOic,J 11'e,.oA.urra, 11'uALf µepor.wv uvttpwr.wv, 

'AAA' e{J' vr.wpeiar c,)Kovv r.oA.vr.LOUKOV 'lo77r. 


Compare Plato, de Legg. iii, pp. 681, 682. 
1 Diodor. xi, 76. 

http:uvttpwr.wv
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in them the strongest emotions: and when the magistrates con
vened the assembly for the purpose of deciding his fate, the voice 
of mercy was found paramount, in spite of the contrary recom
mendations of some of the political leaders. The most respected 
among the elder citizens - earnestly recommending mild treat
ment towards a foe thus fallen and suppliant, coupled with scru
pulous regard not to bring upon the city the avenging hand of 
Nemesis - found their appeal to the generous sentiment of the 
people welcomed by one unanimous cry of" Save the suppliant." I 
Duketius, withdrawn from the altar, was sent off to. Corinth, 
under his engagement to live there quietly for the future; the 
Syracusans providing for his comfortable maintenance. 

Amidst the cruelty habitual in ancient warfare, this remark
able incident excites mingled surprise and admiration. Doubt
less the lenient impulse of the people mainly arose from their 
seeing Duketius actually before them in suppliant posture at 
their altar, instead of being called upon to determine his fate 
in his absence,- just as the Athenian people were in like manner 
moved by the actual sight of the captive Dorieus, and induced 
to spare his life, on an occasion which will be hereafter recount
ed.2 If in some instances the assembled people, obeying the 
usual vehemence of multitudinous sentiment, carried severities 
to excess,- so, in other cases, as well as in this, the appeal to their 
humane impulses will be found to have triumphed over pruden
tial regard for future security. Such was the fruit which the 
Syracusans reaped for sparing Duketius, who, after residing a 
year or two at Corinth, violated his parole. Pretending to have 
received an order from the oracle, he assembled a number of 
colonists, whom he conducted into Sicily to found a city at Kale 
Akte on the northern coast belonging to the Sikels. We cannot 
doubt that when the Syracusans found in what manner their 
lenity was requited, the speakers who had recommended severe 
treatment would take great credit on the score of superior fore
sight.a 

Diodor. xi, 91, 92. 'O Oe oijµo, wcmep Ttvt /1'{1. cpwvfi crwl;etv i!:1ravre, l(3owv 
rUv lKiT1]V. 

•Xenophon, Hellen, i, 5, 19; Pausanias, vi,. 7, 2. 
3 Mr. Mitford recounts as follows the return of Duketitis to Sicily: "The 

Syracusan chiefs brought back Duketius from Corinth, apparently to wake 

I 
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But the return of this energetic enemy was not the only 
mischief which the Syracusans suffered. Their resolution to 
spare Duketius had been adopted without the concurrence of the 
Agrigentines, who had helped to conquer him; and the latter, 
when they saw him again in the i~land, and again formidable, 
were so indignant that they declared war against Syracuse. A 
standing jealousy prevailed between these two great cities, the 
first and second powers in Sicily. ·war actually broke out 
between them, wherein other Greek cities took part. After last
ing some time, with various acts of hostility, and especially a 
serious defeat of the Agrigentines at the river Himera, these 

-latter solicited and obtained peace.I The discord between the two 
cities, however, had left leisure to Duketius to found the city of 
Kale Akte, and to make some progress in reestablishing his 
ascendency over the Sikels, in which operation he was overtaken 
by death. He probably left no successor to carry on his plans, 
so that the Syracusans, pressing their attacks vigorously, reduced 
many of the Sikel townships in the island, regaining his former 
conquest, 1\Iorgantine, and subduing even the strong position and 
town called Trinakia, 2 after a brave and desperate resistance 
on the part of the inhabitants. 

him instrumental to their own views for advancing the power of their com· 
monwealth. They permitted, or rather encouraged him to establish a col· 
ony of i;nixed people, Greeks and Sicels, at Cale Acte, on the northern 
coast of the island," (ch. xviii, sect. i, vol. iv, p. 13.) 

The statement that "the Syracusans brought back Duketius, or encour· 
aged him to come back, or to found the colony of Kale Akte," is a complet0 
departure from Diodorus on the part of Mr. Mitford ; who tramforms a 
breach of parole on the part of the Sikel prince into an ambitious manamvre 
on the part of Syracusan democracy. The words of Diodorus, the only 
authority in the case, are as follows (xii, 8): OvTo, oe (Duketius) bA.£yov 
xpovov µdva, tv T~ Kopivi'h,J, r ar 0µ 0 A0 y £a' eAv 11 e, l<aL 7r:p0117r:Ol1J11U· 
µevot; xp11crµov V'Tr:O TWV t'Jewv iaVTii> 0£0oC1t'Jat, KTfoat ~v KaA.i/v 'AKTi'/V lv 
J;iKeAi(L, KaTi:'TrA£V11ev tit; ~v vij11ov µeTil 7r:oA.ilwv olK1JTop"'v • 11vvt7r:eA.U.(3ovTo 
Oe l<at TWV J;iKtilwv Ttve,, lv ol, fiv Kat 'Apxwv[01Jt;, 6 TWV 'Ep(3tTat{,)V ovva11
T£VOJV. OvTot; µ'f:v ovv 7r:epl TovolKt11µi'Jv Tijt; KaA.ijr 'AKTijt; lyiv£To· 'AKpayav· 
TtVOl Oe, uµa µev </Jt'JovovVTet; Tol, J;vpaKOV11lol,, uµa c!' lyKaAOVVTe' avTolt; 
/)Ti Aov1i:i:nov ovTa KOlVOV 'Tr:oAi:µwv Oti:l1{,)11av UV£V Tijt; 'AKpayav· 
d v CJ v y v wµ 1/ '' 'Tr:OAtµov U~veyKav Tol, J;vpaKov11iot,. 

' Diodor. xii, 8. 
1 Diodor. xii, 29. For the reconquest of Morgantine, see. Thucyd. iv, 65. 
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By this large accession both of subjects and of tribute, com
bined with her recent victory over Agrigentum, Syracuse was 
elevated to the height of power, and began to indulge schemes 
for exten<ling her ascen<lency throughout the island: with which 
view her horsemen were <loubleJ in number, and one hun<lred 
new triremes were constructed.I \Vhether any, or what, steps 
were taken to realize her <lesigns our historian does not tell us. 
But the position of Sicily remains the same at the beginning of 
the Peloponnesian war: Syracuse, the first city as to power, 
in<lulging in ambitious dreams, if not in ambitious aggressions; 
Agrigentum, a jealous second, and almost a rival; the remaining 
Grecian states maintaining their iudepen<lence, yet not without 
mistrust and apprehension. 

Though the particular phenomena of this period, however, 
have not come to our knowledge, we see enough to prove that it 
was one of great prosperity for Sicily. The wealth, commerce, 
and public monuments of Agrigentum, especially appear to have 
even surpassed those of the Syracusans. Iler trade with Car
thage and the African coast was both extensive and profitable; 
for at this time .neither the vine nor the olive were much culti
vated in Libya, an<l the Carthaginians derived their wine and oil 
from the southern territory of Sicily,2 particularly that of Agri
gentum. The temples of the city, among which that of Olympic 
Zeus stood foremost, were on the grandest scale of magnificence, 
surpassing everything of the kind in Sicily. The population of 
the city, free as well as slave, was yery great: the number of 
rich men keeping chariots and competing for the prize at the 
Olympic games was renowned, not less than the accumulation of 

Respecting this town of Trinakia, known only from the passage of Di
odorus here, Paulmier (as cited in Wesseling's note), as well as Mannert 
(Geog-raphie der Griecheu und Romer, b. x, ch. xv, p. 446), intimate some 
skrptil'ism; whieh I share so far as to believe that Diodorus has greatly 
overrated its magnitude and importance. 

Nor can it be true, as Diodorus affirms, that Trinakia was the only Sikel 
township remaining unsubdued by the Syracusans, and that, after conquer· 
ing that place, they had subdued them all. "\Ve know that there were no 
inconsiderable number of independent Sikels, at the time of the Athenian 
invasion of Sicily (Thucyd. vi, 88; vii, 2). 1 Diodor. xii, 30. 

• Diodor. xiii, 81. 
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works of art, statues and pictures,1 with manifold insignia of 
ornament and luxury. All this is particularly brought to our 
notice because of the frightful catastrophe which desolated Agri
gentum in 40G B.c. from the hands of the Carthaginians. It was 
in the interval which we are now describing tha·t this prosperity 
was accumulated; doubtless not in Agrigentum alone, but more 
or less throughout all the Grecian cities of the island. 

Nor was it only in material prosperity that they were distin
guished. At this time, the intellectual movement in some of the 
Italian and Sicilian towns was very considerable. The inconsid
erable town of Elea in the gulf of Poseidonia nourished two of 
the greatest speculative philosophers in Greece, Parmenides and 
Zeno. Empedokles of Agrigentum was hardly less eminent in 
the same department, yet combining with it a political and prac
tical efficiency. The popular character of the Sicilia11 govern
ments stimulated the cultivation of rhetorical studies, wherein 
not only Empedokles and Polus at Agrigentum, but Tisias and 
Korax at Syracuse, and still more, Gorgias at Leontini, acquired 
great reputation.2 The constitution established at Agrigentum 
after the dispossession of the Theronian dynasty was at first not 
thoroughly democratical, the principal authority residing in a large 
Senate of One Thousand members. We are told even that an 
ambitious club of citizens were aiming at the reestablishment of 
a despotism, when Empedokles, availing himself of wealth and 
high position, took the lead in a popular opposition ; so as not 
only to defeat this intrigue, but also to put down the Senate of 
One Thousand, and render the government completely democrat
ical. His influence over the people was enhanced by the vein of 
mysticism, and pretence to miraculous or divine endowments, 
which accompanied his philosophical speculations, in a manner 

1 Diodor. xiii, 82, 83, 90. 
2 See Aristotle as cited by Cicero, Brut. c. 12; Plato, Phredr. p. 267, c. 

113, 114; Dionys. Halie. Judicium de Isocrate, p. 534 R. and Epist. ii, ad 
Ammreum, p. 792; also Quintilian, iii, I, 125. According to Cicero (de 
Iuventione, ii, 2), the treatises of these ancient rhetoricians," nsque a prin
cipe illo et inventore Tisia,"had been superseded by Aristotle, who had 

·collected them carefully, '· nominatim," and had improved npon their expo· 
sitions. Dionysius laments that they had been so superseded (Epist. ad 
.A.mmre. p. 722). 
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similar to Pythagoras.I The same combination of rhetoric with 
physical speculation appears also in Gorgias of Leontini, whose 
celebrity as a teacher throughout Greece was both greater and ear
lier than that of any one else. It was a similar demand for popular 
speaking in the assembly and the judicatures which gave encour
agement to the rhetorical teacher;; Tisias and Korax at Syracuse. 

In this state of material prosperity, popular politics, and intel
lectual activity, the Sicilian towns were found at the breaking 
out of the great struggle between Athens and the Peloponnesian 
confederacy in 431 B.c. In that struggle the Italian and Sicilian 
Greeks bad no direct concern, nor anything to fear from the 
ambition of Athens; who, though she had founded Thurii in 443 
B.c., appears to have never aimed at any political ascendency 
·even over that town, much less anywhere else on the coast. But 
the Sicilian Greeks, though forming a system apart in their own 
island, from which it suited the dominant policy of Syracuse to 
,exclude all foreign interference,2 were yet connected, by sympa
thy, and on one side even_.by alliances, with the two main streams 
of Hellenic politics. Among the allies of Sparta were numbered 
all or most of the Dorian cities of Sicily, - Syracuse, Kamarina, 
Gela, Agrigentum, Selinus, perhaps IIimera and l\Iessene, 
together with Lokri and Tarentum in Italy: among the allies of 
Athens, perhaps the Chalkidic or Ionic Rhegium in Italy.3 
Whether the Ionic cities in Sicily- Naxos, Katana, and Leon
tini- were at this time united with Athens by any special treaty, 
is very doubtful. But if we examine the state of politics prior 

1 Diogen. Lailrt. viii, 64-71; Seyfert, Akragas und sein Gebiet, sect. ii, p. 
70; Ritter, Geschichte der Alten Philosophic, vol. i, ch. vi, p. 533, seqq. 

2 Thucyd. iv, 61-64. This is the tenor of the speech delivered by Her
mokrates at the congress of Gela in the eighth year of the Peloponnesian 
war. His language is remarkable: he calls all non-Sicilian Greeks uno. 
.pv/.ov~. 

3 The inscription in Boeckh's Corpus Inscriptt. (~o. 74, part i, p.112) re
lating to the alliance between Athens and Rhegium, conveys little certnin 
information. Boeckh refers it to a coYenant concluded in the archonship 
of Apseudes at Athens (Olymp. 86, 4, B.c. 433-432, the year before the 
Peloponnesian war), renewing an alliance which was even then of old date. 
But it appears to me that the supposition of a renewal is only his own con
jecture; and even the name of the archon, Apseudi!s, which he has restored 
by a plausible conjecture, can hardly be considered as certain. 
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to the breaking out of the war, it will be found that the connec
tion of the Sicilian cities on both sides with Central Greece was 
rather one of sympathy and tendency than of pronounced 
obligation and action. The Dorian Sicilians, though doubtless 
sharing the antipathy of the Peloponnesian Dorians to Athens, 
had never been called upon for any cooperation with Sparta; nor 
had the Ionic Sicilians yet learned to look to Athens for protec
tion against their powerful neighbor Syracuse. 

It was the memorable quarrel between Corinth and Korkyra, 
and the intervention of Athens in that quarrel (B.c. 433-432), 
which brought the Sicilian parties one step nearer to cooperation 
in the Peloponnesian quarrel, in two different ways ; first, by 
exciting the most violent an"ti-Athenian war spirit in Corinth, 
with whom the Sicilian Dorians held their chief commerce and 
sympathy, - next, by providing a basis for the action of Athe
nian maritime force in Italy and Sicily, which would have been 
impracticable without an established footing in Korkyra. But 
Plutarch - whom most historians have followed - is mistaken, 
and is contradicted by Thucydides, when he ascribes to the Athe
nians at this time ambitious projects in Sicily of the nature of 
those which they came to conceive seven or eight years after
wards. At the outbreak, and for some years before the outbreak, 
of the war, the policy of Athens was purely conservative, and 
that of her enemies aggressive, as I have shown in a former 
chapter. At that moment, Sparta and Corinth anticipated large 
assistance from the Sicilian Dorians, in ships of war, in money, 
and in provisions; while the value of Korkyra as an ally of 
Athens consisted in affording facilities for obstructing such rein
forcements, far more than from any anticipated conquests.I 

If we could believe the story in Justin iv, 3, Rhegium ni.ust have ceased 
to be Ionic before the Peloponnesian war. He states, that in a sedition at 
Rhegium, one of the parties called in auxiliaries from Himera. Thes6 
Himerrean exiles having first destroyed the enemies against whom they 
were invoked, next massacred the friends who had invoked them: "ausi 
facinus nulli tyranno comparandum." They married the Rhegine women, 
and seized the city for themselves. 

I do not know what to make of this story, which neither appears noticed 
in Thucydides, nor seems to consist with what he does tell us. 

t Thucyd. i, 36. 
fOL. VII. 6* 9oc. 



130 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

In the spring of 431 B.c., the Spartans, then organizing their 
first invasion of Attica, and full of hope that Athens would be 
crushed in one or two campaigns, contemplated the building of a 
vast fleet of five hundred ships of war among the confederacy. 
A considerable portion of this charge was imposed upon the Italian 
and Sicilian Dorians, and a contribution in money besides; with 
instructions to refrain from any immediate declaration against 
Athens until their fleet should be ready.I Of such expected 
succor, indeed, little was ever realized in any way; in ships, 
nothing at all. But the expectations and orders of Sparta, show 

1 Thucyd. ii, 7. Kai AaKeOatµoviott; µev, 1rpOt; ralt; avrov v7rapxovuatt;, t; 
'lraAiat; Kat '2tKeMat; rolt; raKeivc.iv EAoµivott;, vaiit; t7rerax-&11uav 'lrOtelu-&at 
Kara µeye-Bot; rc";iv 'lrUAEc.iv, iit; tr TOV 'lravra apt-&µov 'lrevraKOCTlc.JV vewv fooµe
vov, etc. 

Respecting the construction of this perplexing passage, read the notes of 
Dr. Arnold, Poppo, and GOiler: compare Poppo, ad Thucyd. vol. i, ch. xv, 
p. 181. 

I agree with Dr. Arnold and Goller in rejecting the construction of avrov 
with l; 'IraAiat; Kat '2tKeAiat;, in the sense of " those ships which were in 
Peloponnesus from Italy and Sicily." This would be untrue in point of 
fact, as they observe: there were no Sicilian ships of war in Peloponnesus. 

Nevertheless I t~ink, differing from them, that avroii is not a pronoun 
referring to t~ 'IraMat; Kat '2tKeliiat;, but is used in contrast with those words, 
and really means, " in or about Peloponnesus." It was contemplated that 
new ships should be built in Sicily and Italy, of sufficient number to make 
the total fleet of the Lacedremonian confederacy, including the triremes 
already in Peloponnesus, equal to five hundred sail. But it was never con· 
templated that the triremes in Italy and Sicily alone should amount to five 
hundred sail, as Dr. Arnold, in my judgment, en-oneously imagines. Five 
hundred sail for the entire confederacy would be a prodigious total: five 
hundred sail for Sicily and Italy alone, would be incredible. 

To construe the sentence as it stands now, putting aside the conjecture 
-or viJe( instead of vaiit;, or lrreraxfJ11 instead of i-7rerax-&11uav, which would 
make it run smoothly, we must admit the supposition of a break or double 
construction, such as sometimes occurs in Thucydides. The sentence begins 
with one form of construction and concludes with another. '\Ve must sup
pose, with Goller, that al 7ruliur is understood as the nominative case to 
l:rrerax-&11uav. The dative cases ( AaKeoatµoviott;-licoµi:votr) are to be con
sidered, I apprehend, as governed by vijet; irreTaxrfTJuav: that is, these dath'e 
cases belong to the first form of construction, which Thucydides has not 
carried ont. The sentence is begun as if vi/et; l rrtrax-&11uav were intended 
to follow. 

http:lrevraKOCTlc.JV
http:lrUAEc.iv
http:raKeivc.iv
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that here as elsewhere she was then on the offensh·e, and Athens 
only on the defensive. Probably the Corinthians had encouraged 
the expectation of ample reinforcements from Syracuse and the 
neighboring towns, a hope which must have contributed largely 
to the confidence with which they began the struggle. What 
were the causes which prevented it from being realized, we are 
not distinctly told ; and we find Ilermokratcs the Syracusan re
proaching his countrymen fifteen years afterwards, immediately 
before the great Athenian expedition against Syracuse, with their 
antecedent apathy.• But it is easy to see, that as the Sicilian 
Greeks had no direct interest in the contest, - neither wrongs to 
avenge, nor dangers to apprehend, from Athens, - nor any habit 
of obeying requisitions from Sparta, so they might naturally 
content themselves with expressions of sympathy and promisei! 
of aid in case of need, without taxing themselves to the enormous 
extent which it pleased Sparta to impose, for purposes both ag
gressive and purely Peloponnesian. Perhaps the leading men 
in Syracuse, from attachment to Corinth, may have sought to act 
upon the order. But no similar motive would be found operative 
either at Agrigentum or at Gela or Selinus. 

Though the order was not executed, however, there can be 
little doubt that it was publicly announced and threatened, thus 
becoming known to the Ionic cities in Sicily as well as to Athens; 
and that it weighed materially in determining the latter afterwards 
to assist those cities, when they sent to invoke her aid. Instead 
of despatching their forces to Peloponnesus, where they had 
n9thing to gain, the Sicilian Dorians preferred attacking the Ionic 
cities in their own island, whose territory they might have reason
able hopes of conquering and appropriating, - Naxos, Katana, 
and Leon~ini. These cities doubtless sympathized with Athens 
in her struggle against Sparta; yet, far from being strong enough 
to assist her or to threaten their Dorian neighbors, they were 
unable to defend themselves without Athenian aid. They were 
assisted by the Dorian city of Kamarina, which was afraid of 
her powerful border city Syracuse, and by Rhegium in Italy; 
while Lokri in Italy, the bitter enemy of Rhegium, sided with 
Syracuse against them. In the fifth summer of the war, finding 

1 Thucyd. vi, 34 : compare iii, 86. 
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themselves blockaded by sea and confined to their walls, they 
sent to Athens, both to entreat succor, as allies 1 and Ionians, and 
to represent that, if Syracuse succeeded in crushing them, she 
and the other Dorians in Sicily would forthwith send over the 
positive aid which the Peloponnesians had so long been invoking. 
The eminent rhetor Georgias of Leontini, whose peculiar style 
of speaking is said to have been new to the Athenian assembly, 
and to have produced a powerful effect, was at the head of this 
embassy. It is certain that this rhetor procured for himself 
numerous pupils and large gains, not merely in Athens but in 
many other towns of Central Greece,2 though it is exaggeration 
to ascribe to his pleading the success of the present application. 

Now the Athenians had a real interest as well in protecting 
these Ionic Sicilians from being conquered by the Dorians in the 
island, as in obstructing the transport of Sicilian co1•n to Pelopon
nesus: and they sent twenty triremes under Laches and Charre
akes, with instructions, while accomplishing these objects, to as
ce1:tain the possibility of going beyond the defensive, and making 
conquests. Taking station at Rhegium, Laches did something 
towards rescuing the Ionic cities in part from their maritime 
blockade, and even undertook an abortive expedition against the 
Lipari isles, which were in alliance with Syracuse.3 Throughout 
the ensuing year, he pressed the war in the neighborhood of 
Rhegium and 1\Iessene, his coll~ague Charreades being slain. 
Attacking 1\Iyh:e in the 1\Iessenian territory, he was fortunate 
enough to gain so decbive an advantage over the troops of 1\Ies
sene, that that city itself capitulated to him, gave hostages, and 
enrolled itself as ally of Athens and the Ionic cities.4 Ile also 

1 Thucyd. vi, 86. 
• Thucyd. iii, 86; Diodor. xii, 53; Plato, Hipp. l\faj. p. 282, B. It is re

markable that Thucydides, though he is said, with much probability, to 
have been among the pupils of Georgias, makes no mention of that rhetor 
personally as among the enyoys. Diodorus probably copied from Ephorus, 
the pupil of faokratcs. Among the writers of the Isokratean school, the 
persons of distinguished rhctors, and their supposed political efficiency, 
counted for much more than in the estimation of Thucydides. Pausanias 
(vi, 17, 3) speaks of Tisias also as having Leen among. the envoys in this 
celebrated legation. 

3 Thucyd. iii, 88; Diodor. xii, 54. 4 Thucyd. iii, 90; vi, 6. 
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contracted an alliance with the non-Hellenic city of Egesta, in 
the northwest portion of Sicily, and he invaded the territory of 
Lokri, capturing one of the country forts on the river IIalex: 1 

after which, in a second debarkation, he defeated a Lokrian de
tachment under Proxenus. But he was unsuccessful in an expe
dition into the interior of Sicily against Inessus. This was a 
native Sikel township, held in coercion by a Syracusan garrison 
in the acropolis ; which the Athenians vainly attempted to storm, 
being repulsed with loss.2 Laches concluded his operations in 
the autumn by an ineffective incursion on the territory of IIimera ' 
and on the Lipari isles. On returning to Rhegium at the begin
ning of the ensuing year (B.c. 425), he found Pythodorus already 
arrived from Athens to supersede him.a 

That officer had come as the forerunner of a more considerable 
expedition, intended to arrive in the spring, under Eurymedon 
and Sophokles, who were to command in conjunction with himself. 
The Ionic cities in Sicily, finding the squadron under Lacbes 
insufficient to render them a match for their enemies at sea, had 
been emboldened to send a second embassy to Athens, with re
quest for farther reinforcements, at the same time making in
creased efforts to enlarge their own naval force. It happened 
that at this moment the Athenians had no special employment 
elsewhere for their fleet, which they desired to keep in constant 
practice. They accordingly resolved to send to Sicily forty addi
tional triremes, in full hopes of bringing the contest to a speedy 
close.4 

Early in the ensuing spring, Eurymedon and Sophokles started 
from Athens for Sicily in command of this squadron, with in
structions to afford relief at Korkyra in their way, and with 
Demosthenes on board to act on the coast of Peloponnesus. It 
was this fleet which, in conjunction with the land-forces under 
the command of Kleon, making a descent almost by accident on 
the Laconian coast at Pylos, achieved for Athens the most signal 
success of the whole war, the capture of the Lacedremonian hop· 
lites in Sphakteria.5 But the fleet was so long occupied, first in 

1 Thucyd. iii, 99. 2 Thucyd. iii, 103. 
3 Thucyd. iii, 115. 4 Thucyd. iii, 115. 
• See the preceding vol. vi, ch. Iii. 
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the blockade of that island, next in operations at Korkyra, that it 
did not reach Sicily until about the month of September.! 

Such delay, eminently atlvantageous for Athens generally, was 
fatal to her hopes of success in Sicily <luring the whole summer. 
For Pythodurus, acting only with the fleet previously commanded 
by Laches at Rhegium, was not merely defeated in a descent upon 
Lokri, but experienced a more irreparable loss by the revolt of 
:Messene, which had surrendered to Lac11es a few months before; 
and which, together with Rhegium, bad given to the Athenians 
the command of the strait. Apprized of the coming Athenian 
fleet, the Syracusans were anxious to deprive them of this im
portant base of operations against the island; and a fleet of twenty 
sail - half Syracusan, half Lokrian - was enabled by the con
currence of a party in l\Iessene to seize the town. It would 
appear that the Athenian fleet was then at Rhegium, but that 
town was at the same time threatened by the entrance of the 
entire land-force of Lokri, together with a body of Rhegine exiles: 
these latter were even not without hopes of obtaining admission 
by means of a favorable party in the town. Though such hopes 
were disappointed, yet the diversion prevented all succor from 
Rhegium to l\Iessene. The latter town now served as a harbor 
for the fleet hostile to Athens,2 which was speedily reinforced to 
more than thirty sail, and began maritime operations forthwith, in 
hopes of crushing the Athenians and capturing Rbegium, before 
Eurymedon should arrive. But the Athenians, though they had 
only sixteen triremes together with eight others from Rhegium, 
gained a decided victory, in an action brought on accidentally for 
the possession of a merchantman sailing through the strait. They 
put the enemy's ships to flight, and drove them to seek refuge, 
some under protection of the Syracusan land-force at Cape PelO
rus near Messene, others under the Lokrian force near Rhegium, 
each as they best could, with the loss of one trireme.3 This de

1 Thucyd. iv, 48. 2 Thucyd. iii, 115; iv, l. 
3 Thucyd. iv, 24. Kai VtK171'Hvrer V1!'0 TWV 'AfJ17vaiwv Oiu Taxovr urrtirrA.tv

aav, w~ tKaaTot frvxov, tr Tu olKeta aTparorreoa, To re tv TV Meaai1vii Kat tv 
Ti;J 'P17yic,i, µiav vaiiv urroA.foavrer, etc. 

I concur in Dr. Arnold's explanation of this passage, yet conceiving that 
the words wr lKaCfTot frvxov designate the flight as disorderly, insomuch 
that all the Lokrian ships did not get back to the Lokrian station, nor all 

http:urrtirrA.tv
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feat so broke up the scheme of Lokrian operations against the 
latter place, that their land-force retired from the H.hegine terri
tory, while the whole defeated squadron was reunited on the op
posite coast under Cape Pel6rus. Here the ships were moored 
dose on shore under the protection of the land-force, when the 
Athenians and Rhegines came up to attack them; but without 
succe8s, and even with the loss of one trireme, which the men on 
shore contrived to seize and detain by a grappling-iron; her crew 
escaping by swimming to the vessels of their comrades. Having 
repulsed the enemy, the Syracusans got aboard, and rowed close 
along-shore, partly aided by tow-ropes, to the harbor of :Messene, 
in which transit they were again attacked, but the Athenians 
were a second time beaten off with the loss of another ship. 
Their superior seamanship was of no avail in this along-shore 
fighting.1 , 

The Athenian fleet was now suddenly withdrawn in order to 
prevent an intended movement in Kamarina, where a philo-Syra
cusan party under Archias threatened revolt: and the l\Iessenian 
forces, thus left free, invaded the territory of their neighbor, the 
Chalkidic city of Naxos, sending their fleet round to the mouth 
of the Akesines near that city. They were ravaging the lands, 
and were preparing to storm the town, when a considerable body 
of the indigenous Sikels were seen descending the neighboring 
hills to succor the Naxians: upon which the latter, elate with 
the sight, and mistaking the new comers for their Grecian breth
ren from Leontini, rushed out of the gates and made a vigorous 
sally at a moment when their enemies were unprepared. The 
Messenians were completely defeated, with the loss of no less 
than one thousand men, and with a still greater loss sustained in 

the Syracusan ships to' the Syracusan station: but each separate ship fled 
to either one or the other, as it best could. 

' Thucyd. iv, 25. urrMtµwaavrwv lKeivwv Kai rrpoeµBaM5vTwv. 
I do not distinctly understand the nautical movement which is expressed 

by urroaiµwaavTwv, in spite of the notes of the commentators. And I can
not but doubt the correctness of Dr. Arnold's explanation, when he says, 
" The Syracusans, on a sudden, threw off their towing-ropes, made their way 
to the open sea by a lateral movement, and thus became the assailants,'' 
etc. The open sea was what the Athenians required, in order to obtain the 
benefit of their superior seamanship. 
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their retreat home from the pursuit of the Sikels. Their fleet 
went back also to l\Iessene, from whence such of the ships as 
were not l\Iessenian returned home. So much was the city weak
ened by its recent defeat, that a Lokrian garrison was sent for its 
protection under Demomeles, while the Leontines and Naxians, 
together with the Athenian squadron on returning from Kamarina, 
attacked it by land and sea in this moment of distress. A well
timed sally of the l\Iessenians and Lokrians, however, dispersed 
the Leontine land-force; but the Athenian force, landing from 
their ships, attacked the assailants while in the disorder of pursuit, 
and drove them back within the walls. The scheme against 
l\Iessene, however, had now become impracticable, so that the . 
Athenians crossed the strait to Rhegium.I 

Thus indecisive was the result of operations in Sicily, during 
the first half of the seventh year of the Peloponnesian war : nor 
does it appear that the Athenians undertook anything considerable 
during the autumnal half, though the full fleet under Eurymedon 
had then joined Pythodorus.2 Yet while the presence of so large 
an Athenian fleet at Rhegium would produce considerable effect 
upon the Syracusan mind, the triumphant promise of Athenian 
affairs, and the astonishing humiliation of Sparta during the 
months immediately following the capture of Sphakteria, prob
ably struck much deeper. In the spring of the eighth year of 
the war, Athens was not only in possession of the Spartan pris
oners, but also of Pylos and Kythera, so that a rising among the 
Helots appeared noway improbable. She was in the full swing 
of hope, while her discouraged enemies were all thrown on the 
defensive. Hence the Sicilian Dorians, intimidated by a state of 
affairs so different from that in which they had begun the war 
three years before, were now eager to bring about a pacification 
in their island.3 The Dorian city of Kamarina, which had hith
erto acted along with the Ionic or Chalki<lic cities, was the first 
to make a separate accommodation with its neighboring city of 
Gela; at which latter place deputies were invited to attend from 

1 Thucyd. iv, 25. 2 Thucyd. i··· 48. 
3 Compare a similar remark made by the Syracusan Hermokrates, nine 

years afterwards, when the great Athenian expedition against Syracuse 
was on its way, respecting the increased disposition to union among the 
Sicilian cities, produced by common fear of Athens (Thucyd. vi, 33). 
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all the cities in the island, with a view to the conclusion of' 
peace.I· 

This congress met in the spring of 424 B.c., when Syracuse, 
the most powerful city in Sicily, took the lead in urging the 
common interest which all had in the conclusion of peace. The 
Syracusan Hermokrates, chief adviser of this policy in his native 
city, now appeared to vindicate and enforce it in the congress. 
He was a well-born, brave, and able man, clear-sighted in regard 
to the foreign interests of his country ; but at the same time of 
pronounced oligarchical sentiments, mistrusted by the people, 
seemingly with good reason, in regard to their internal constitu
tion. The speech which Thucydides places in his mouth, on the 
present occasion, sets forth emphatically the necessity of keeping 
Sicily at all cost free from foreign interventi"on, and of settling 
at home all differences which might arise between the various 
Sicilian cities. Hermokrates impressed upon his hearers that 
the aggressive schemes of Athens, now the greatest power in 
Greece, were directed against all Sicily, and threatened all cities 
alike, Ionians not less than Dorians. If they enfeebled one 
another by internal quarrels, and then invited the Athenians as 
arbitrators, the result would be ruin and slavery to all. The 
Athenians were but too ready to encroach everywhere, even with
out invitation: they had now come, with a zeal outrunning all 
obligation, under pretence of aiding the Chalkidic cities who had 
never aided them, but in the real hope of achieving conquest 
for themselves. The Chalkidic cities must not rely upon their 
Ionic kindred for security against evil designs on the part of 
Athens: as Sicilians, they had a paramount interest in upholding 
the independence of the island. If possible, they ought to main
tain undisturbed peace ; but if that were impossible, it was 
essential at least to confine the war to Sicily, apart from any 
foreign intruders. Complaints should be exchanged, and injuries 
redressed, by all, in a spirit of mutual forbearance; of which 
Syracuse - the first city in the island, and best able to sustain 
the brunt of war - was prepared to set the example, without 
that foolish over-valuation of favorable chances so ruinous even 
to first-rate powers, and with full sense of the uncertainty of the 

1 Thucyd. iv, 58. 
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future. Let them all feel that they were neighbors, inhabitants of 
the same island, and called by the common name of Sikeliots ; and 
let them all with one accord repel the intrusion of aliens in their 
affairs, whether as open assailants or as treacherous mediators.I 

This harangue from Ilermokrates, and the earnest disposi
tions of Syracu$e for peace, found general sympathy among the 
Sicilian cities, Ionic as well as Doric. All of them doubtless 
suffered by the war, and the Ionic cities, who had solicited the 
intervention of the Athenians as protectors against Syracuse, 
conceived from the evident uneasiness of the latter a fair assur
ance of her pacific demeanor for the future. Accordingly, the 
peace was accepted by all the belligerent parties, each retaining 
what they possessed, except that the Syracusans agreed to cede 
Jnorgantine to Kamarina, on receipt of a fixed sum of money.2 

1 Sec the speech of IIcnnokratcs, Thucyd. iv, 59-64. One expression 
in this speech indicates that it was composed by Thucydides many years 
after its proper date, subsequently to the great expedition of the Athenians 
against Syracuse in 415 B.C.; though I doubt not that Thucydides collected 
the memoranda for it at the time. · 

Hermokratcs says: "The Athenians are now near us with a few slii'ps, 
lying in wait for our blunders," - ol Ovvaµtv i';rovrer µEyfoTT/V TOJV 'EA,A,ij. 
Vc.>V Tar Te aµapriar r1µ"1v TT/POVIJtv, 0 Ai /'at r v av 11 I Trap 6 v T 'r, etc. 
(iv, 60). 

Now the fleet under the command of Eurymcdon and his colleagues at 
Rhegium included all or most of the ships which had acted at Sphakteria 
and Korkyra, together with those which had been previously at the strait 
of Messina under Pythodorus. It could not have been less than fifty sail, 
and may possibly have been sixty sail. It is hardly conceivable that any 
Greek, speaking in the early spring of 424 B.C., should have alluded to this 
as a small fleet : assuredly, Ilcrmokratcs would not thus allude to it, since it 
was for the interest of his argument to exaggerate rather than extenuate, 
the formidable manifestations of Athens. 

llut Thucydides, composing the speech after the great Athenian expedi· 
tion of 415 B.C., so much more numerous and commanding in every respect, 
might not unnaturally represent the fleet of Eurymedon as " a few ships," 
when he tacitly compared the two. This is the only way that I know, of 
explaining such an expression. 

The Scholiast observes that some of the copies in his time omitted the 
words bl.iyatt; vav11i: probably they noticed the contradiction which I have 
remarked; and the passage may certainly be construed without those words. 

2 Thucyd. iv, 65. 'Ve learn from Polybius ( .Fragm. xii, 22, 23, one of the 
Excerpta recently published by Maii, from the Cod. Vatic.) that Timreus 
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The Ionic cities stipulated that Athens should be included in the 
pacification ; a condition agreed to by all, except the Epizephy
rian Lokrians.I They then acquainted Eurymedon and his col
leagues. with the terms ; inviting them to accede to the pacification 
in the name of Athens, and then to withdraw their fleet from 
Sicily. Nor had these generals any choice but to close with 
the proposition. Athens thus was placed on terms of peace with 
all the Sicilian cities, with liberty of access reciprocally to any 
single ship of war, but no armed force to cross the sea between 
Sicily and Peloponnesus. Eurymedon then sailed with his fleet 
home.2 

On reaching Athens, however, he and his colleagues were 
received by the people with much displeasure. He himself was 
fined, and his colleagues Sophokles and Pythodorus banished, on 
the chai·ge of having been bribed to quit Sicily, at a time when 
the fleet - so the Athenians believed - was strong enough to 
have made important conquests. Why the three colleagues were 
differently treated we are not informed.3 This sentence was 
harsh and unmerited ; for it does not seem that Eurymedon had 
it in his power to prevent the Ionic cities from concluding peace, 
while it is certain that without them he could have achieved 
nothing serious. All that seems unexplained in his conduct, as 
recounted by Thucydides, is, that his arrival at Rhegium with 
the entire fleet in September, 425 B.c., does not seem to have 
been attended with any increased vigor or success, in the pros
ecution of the war. But the Athenians - besides an undue 
depreciation of the Sicilian cities, which we shall find fatally mis
leading them hereafter - were at this moment at the maximum 
of extravagant hopes, counting upon new triumphs everywhere, 
impatient of disappointment, and careless of proportion between 
the means intrusted to, and the objects expected from, their 
commanders. Such unmeasured confidence was painfully cor
rected in the course of a few months, by the battle of Delium 

had in his twenty-first book described the congress of Gela at considerablo 
length, and had composed an elaborate speech for Hermokrates : which 
speech Polybius condemns, as a piece of empty declamation. 

Thucyd. v, 5. 
. • Thncyd. vi, 13-52. 3 Thucyd. iv, 65. 

l 
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and the losses in Thrace. But at the present moment, it was 
probably not less astonishing than grievous to the three generals, 
who had all left Athens prior to the success in Sphakteria. 

The Ionic cities in Sicily were soon made to feel that they had 
been premature in sending away the Athenians. Dispute between 
Leontini and Syracuse, the same cause which had occasioned the 
invocation of Athens three years before, broke out afresh soon 
after the pacification of Gela. The democratical government of 
Leontini came to the resolution of strengthening their city by 
the enrolment of many new citizens; and a redivision of the ter
ritorial property of the state was projected in order to provide 
lots of land for these new-comers. But the aristocracy of the 
town upon whom the necessity would thus be imposed of parting 
with a portion of their land,,, forestalled the project, seemingly 
before it was even formally decided, by entering into a treasonable 
correspondence with Syracuse, bringing in a Syracusan army, 
and expelling the Demos.1 'While these exiles found shelter as 

1 Thucyd. v, 4. Aeovrivot yil.p, urre.ArrovrCJv 'ArrnvaiCJv tK ~tu.Aiar µera 
rijv ~vµ{3a(flV, 'll'OA.irar re trreypftl/Javro 'll'Ot•.Aovr, Kat 0 oT;µor rijv y'i/v lrrevoe' 
uvaouaaartat. 0/ oe ovvaro£ alarruµevo' ~vpaKo<1lot'r re lrruyovrat Kat fK{3aA· 
AOV<1l rov oT;µov. Kat ol µi:v trr.Aavf/l'}naav wr l'Kaarot, etc. 

Upon this Dr. Arnold observes: "The principle on which this uvaoaaµiir 
yi/r was redemanded, was this; that every citizen was entitled to his portion, 
KA'i/por, of the land of the state, and that the admission of new citizens 
rendered a redivision of the property of the state a matter at once of neces
sity and of justice. It is not probable that in any case the . actual KA'i/pot 
(properties) of the old citizens were required to be shared with the new 
members of the state; but only, as at Rome, the ager publicus, or land 
still remaining to the state itself, and not apportioned out to individuals. 
This land, however, being beneficially enjoyed by numbers of the old citi
zens, either as common pasture, or as being farmed by different individuals 
on very advantageous terms, a division of it among the newly-admitted 
citizens, although not, strictly speaking, a spoliation of private property, 
was yet a serious shock to a great mass of existing interests, and was there
fore always regarded as a revolutionary measure." 

I transrrihe this note ot' Dr Arnold rather from its intrinsic worth than 
from any belief that analogy of agrarian relations existed between Home 
and Leontini. The ager publicus at Rome was the product of successive 
conquests from foreign enemies of the city: there may, indeed, have been 
originally a similar ager publicus in the peculiar domain of Rome itself, 
anterior to all conquests; but this must at any rate have been very small, 
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they could in other cities, the rich Leontines deserted and dis
mantled their own city, transferred their residence to Syracuse, 

and had probably been all absorbed and assigned in private property before 
the agrarian disputes began. 

·we cannot suppose that the Leontines had any ager publicus acquired 
by conquest, nor are we entitled co presume that they had any at all, capa
ble of being divided. Most probably the lots for the new citizens were to 
be provided out of private property. But unfortunately we a~e not told 
how, nor on what principles and conditions. Of what class of men were 
the new emigrants ? 'Vere they individuals altogether poor, having noth
ing but their hands to work with ; or did they bring with them any amonnt 
of funds, to begin their settlement on the fertile and tempting plain of Le
ontini? (compare Thucyd. i, 27, and Plato de Legib. v, p. 74-!, A.) If the 
latter, we have no reason to imagine that they would be allowed to acquire 
their new lots gratuitously. Existing proprietors would be forced to sell at 
a fixed price, but not to yield their properties without compensation. I 
have already noticed, that to a small self-working proprietor, who had no 
slaves, it was almost essential that his land should be near the city; and, 
provided this were insured, it might be a good bargain for a new resident 
having some money, but no land elsewhere, to come in and buy. 

'Ve have no means of answering these questions: but the few words of 
Thucydides do not present this measure as revolutionary, or as intended 
against the rich, or for the benefit of the poor. It was proposed, on public 
grounds, to strengthen the city by the acquisition of new citizens. This 
might be wise policy, in the close neighborhood of a doubtful and superior 
eity, like Syracuse; though we cannot judge of the policy of the measure 
without knowing more. But most assuredly Mr. Mitford's representation 
can be noway justified from Thucydides : "Time and circumstances had . 
greatly altered the state of property in all the Sicilian commonwealths, 
since that incomplete and iniquitous partition of lands, which had been made, on 
the general establishment of democratical government, after the expulsion 
of the family of Gel on. In other cities, the poor rested under their lot; but 
in Leontini, they were warm in project far afresh and equal partition; and 
to strengthen themselves against the party of the wealthy, they carried, in 
the general assembly, a decree for associating a number of new citizens." ' 
(Mitford, H. G. ch. xviii, sect. ii, vol. iv, p. 23.) 

I have already remarked, in a previous note, that Mr. Mitford has misrep
resented the redivision of lands which took place after the expulsion of ths 
Gelonian dynasty. That redivision had not been upon the principle of 
equal lots: it is not therefore correct to assert, as Mr. Mitford does, that 
the present movement at Leontini arose from the innovation made by time 
and circumstances in that equal division: as little is it correct to say, that 
the poor at Le~ntini now desired '' a fresh and equal partition." Thucyd
ides says not one· word about equal partition. He puts forward th6 enrolment 
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and were enrolled as Syracusan citizens. To them the operation 
was exceedingly profitable, since they became masters of the 
properties of the exiled Demos in addition to their own. Pres
ently, however, some of them, dissatisfied with their residence in 
Syracuse, returned to the abandoned city, and fitted up a portion 
of it called Phokeis, together with a neighboring strong post 
called Brikinnies. Here, after being joined by a considerable 
number of the exiled Demos, they contrived to hold out for some 
time against the efforts of the Syracusans to expel them from 
their fortifications. 

The new enrolment of citizens, projected by the Leontine 
democracy, seems to date during the year succeeding the pacifi
cation of Gela, and was probably intended to place the city in a 
more defensible position in case of renewed attacks from Syra
cuse, thus compensating for the departure of the Athenian auxil
iaries. The Leontine Demos, in exile and suffering, doubtless 
bitterly repenting that they had concurred in dismissing these 
auxiliaries, sent envoys to Athens with complaints,· and renewed 
prayers for help.l 

But Athens was then too much pressed to attend to their call; 
her defeat at Delium and her losses in Thrace had been followed 
by the truce for one year; and even during that truce, she had 
been called upon for strenuous efforts in Thrace to check the 
progress of Brasidas. After the expiration of that truce, she sent 
PhIBax and two colleagues to Sicily (B.c. 422) 'Yith the. modest 
force of two triremes. He was directed to try and organize an 
anti-Syracusan party in the island, for the purpose of reestablish
ing the Leontine Demos. In passing along the coast of Italy, he 
concluded amicable relations with some of the Grecian cities, 

of new citizens as the substantive and primary resolution, actually taken 
by the L~ontines; the rediYision of the lands, as a measure consequent and 
subsidiary to this, and as yet existing only in project (hrevoEt). l\Ir. lliit· 
ford states the fresh and equal division to have been the real object of desire, 
and the enrolment of new citizens to have been proposed with a view to 
attain it. His representation is greatly at variance with that of Thucydides. 

1 Justin (iv, 4) surrounds the Sicilian envoys at Athens with all the in
signia of misery and humiliation, while addressing the Athenian assembly: 
"Sordida veste, capillo barbaque promissis, et omni squaloris habitu ad 
misericordiam commovendam conquisito, concionem deformes adeunt." 
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especially with Lokri, which had hitherto stood aloof from 
Athens; and his first addresses in Sicily appeared to promise 
success. His representations of danger from Syracusan ambi
tion were well received both at Kamarina and Agrigentum. For 
on the one hand, that universal terror of Athens, which had dic
tated the pacification of Gela, had now disappeared; while on 
the other hand, the proceeding of Syracuse in regard to Leontini 
was well calculated to excite alarm. We see by that proceeding 
that sympathy between democracies in different towns was not 
universal: the Syracusan democracy had joined with the Leon
tine aristocracy to expel the Demos, just as the de8pot Gelon had 
combined with the aristocracy of lUegara and Eubma, sixty years 
before, and had sold the Demos of those towns into slavery. The 
birthplace of the famous rhetor Gorgias was struck out of the list 
of inhabited cities; its temples were deserted; and its territory 
had become a part of Syracuse. All these were circumstances 
so powerfully affecting Grecian imagination, that the Kamari
rneans, neighbors of Syracuse on the other side, might well fear 
lest the like unjust conquest, expulsion, and absorption, should 
soon overtake them. Agrigentum, though without any similar 
fear, was disposed from policy, and jealousy of Syracuse, to 
second the views of Phreax. But when the latter proceeded to 
Gela, in order to procure the adhesion of that city in addition to 
the other two, he found himself met by so resolute an opposition 
that his whole scheme was frustrated, nor did he think it advisable 
even to open his case at Selinus or IIimera. In returning, he 
crossed the interior of the island through the territory of the 
Sikels to Katana, passing in his way by Brikinnies, where the 
Leontine Demos were still maintaining a precarious existence. 
Having encouraged them to hold out by assurances of aid, he 
proceeded on his hompward voyage. In the strait of l\Iessina, he 
struck upon some vessels conveying a body of expelled Lokrians 
from l\Iessene to Lokri. The Lokrians had got possession of 
l\Iessene after the pacification of Gela, by means of an internal 
sedition; but after holding it some time, they were now dri \'en 
out by a second revolution. Phreax, being under agreement with 
Lokri, passed by these vessels without any act of hostility.I 

1 Thucyd. v, 4, 5. 
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The Leontine exiles at Brikinnies, however, received no bene• 
fit from his assurances, and appear soon afterwards to have been 
completely expelled. Nevertheless, Athens was noway disposed, 
for a considerable time, to operations in Sicily. A few months 
after the visit of Phreax to that island, came the Peace of Nikias; 
the consequences of that peace occupied her whole attention in 
Peloponnesus, while the ambition of Alkibiades carried her on 
for three years in intra-Peloponnesian projects and cooperation 
with Argos against Sparta. It was only in the year 417 B.c., 
when these projects had proved abortive, that she had leisure to 
turn her attention elsewhere. During that year, Nikias had con
templated an expedition against Amphipolis in conjunction with 
Perdikkas, whose desertion frustrated the scheme. The year 
416 B.C. was that in which Melos was besieged and taken. 

Meanwhile the Syracusans had cleared and appropriated all 
the territory of Leontini, which city now existed only in the talk 
and hopes of its exiles. Of these latter a portion seem to have 
continued at Athens, pressing their. entreaties for aid, which 
began to obtain some attention about the year 417 B.c., when 
another incident happened to strengthen their chance of success. 
A quarrel broke out between the neighboring cities of Selinus 
(Hellenic) and Egesta (non-Hellenic) in the western corner of 
Sicily; partly about a piece of land on the river which divided 
the two territories, partly about some alleged wrong in cases of 
internuptial connection. The Selinuntines, not satisfied with their 
own strength, obtained assistance from the Syracusans their allies, 
and thus reduced Egesta to considerable straits by land as well 
as by sea.I Now the Egestreans had allied themselves with 
Laches ten years before, during the first expedition sent by the 
Athenians to Sicily; upon the strength of which alliance they 
sent to Athens, to solicit her intervention for their defence, after 
having in vain applied both to Agrigentum and to Carthage. It 
may seem singular that Carthage did not at this time readily 

1 Thucyd. vi, 6; Diodor. xii, 82. The statement of Diodorus-that the 
Egestreans applied not merely to Agrigentum but also to Syracuse-is 
highly improbable. The war which he mentions as having taken place 
some years before between Egesta and Lilybamm (xi, 86) in 454 B.c., may 
probably have been a war between Egesta and Selinus. 
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embrace the pretext for interference, considering that, ten years 
afterwards, she interfered with such destructive effect against 
Selinus. At this time, however, the fear of Athens and her 
formidable navy appears to have been felt even at Carthage,1 
thus protecting the Sicilian Greeks against the most dangerous 
of their neighbors. 

The Egestrean envoys reached Athens in the spring of 416 
B.c., at a time when the Athenians had no immediate project to 
occupy their thoughts, except the enterprise against :Melos, whicli 
could not be either long or doubtful. Though urgent in setting 
forth the necessities of their position, they at the same time did 
not appear, like the Leontines, as mere helpless suppliants, ad
dressing themselves to Athenian compassion. They rested their 
appeal chiefly on grounds of policy. The Syracusans, having 
already extinguished one ally of Athens (Leontini), were now 
hard pressing upon a second (Egesta), and would thus successive
ly subdue them all : as soon as this was completed, there would 
be nothing left in Sicily except an omnipotent Dorian combina
tion, allied to Peloponnesus both by race and descent, and sure 
to lend effective aid in putting down Athens herself'. It was 
therefore essential for Athens to forestall this coming danger by 
interfering forthwith to uphold her remaining allies against the 
encroachments of Syracuse. If she would send a naval expedi
tion adequate to the rescue of Egesta, the Egestreans themselves 
engaged to provide ample funds for the prosecution of the war.!.! 

Such representations from the envoys, and fears of Syracusan 
aggrandizement as a source of strength to Peloponnesus, worked 
along with the prayers of the Leontines in rekindling the appe
tite of Athens for extending her power in Sicily. The impression 
made upon the Athenian public, favorable from the first, was 
wound up to a still higher pitch by renewed discussion. The 
envoys were repeatedly heard in the public assembly,3 together 

1 Thucyd. vi, 34. • Thucyd. vi, 6; Diodor. xii, 83. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 6. ,Jv uKovovu~ ol 'A{J11vaiot tv mir EKKATJaiatr rwv re 'Eyea

raiwv ,,. 0 A A aKL' Ae y 6v T"' v Kll~ TWV ~vvayopev6vrwv avroir b/JTJ1Jiaavro, 
etc. 

Mr. Mitford takes no notice of all these previous debates, when he imputes 
to the Athenians hurry and passion in the ultimate decision (ch. xviii, sect. 
ii, vol. iv, p. 30.) 

VOL. vu. 7 lOoc. 
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with those citizens who supported their propositions. At the 
head of these was Alkibiades, who aspired to the command of 
the intended expedition, tempting alike to his love of glory, of 
adventure, and of personal gain. But it is plain from these renew
ed discussions that at first the disposition of the people was by 
no means decided, much less unanimous, and that a considerable 
party sustained Nikias in a prudential opposition. Even at last, 
the resolution adopted was not one of positive consent, but a 
mean term such as perhaps Nikias himself could not resist. Spe
cial envoys were despatched to Egesta, partly to ascertain the 
means of the town to fulfil its assurance of defraying the costs 
of war, partly to make investigations on the spot and report upon 
the general state of affairs. 

Perhaps the commissioners despatched were men themselves 
friendly to the enterprise ; nor is it impossible that some of them 
may have been individually bribed by the Egestreans; at least 
such a supposition is not forbidden by the average state of Athe
nian public morality. But the most honest or even suspicious 
men could hardly be prepared for the deep-laid stratagems put in 
practice to delude them, on their arrival at Egesta. They were 
conducted to the rich temple of Aphrodite on l\Iount Eryx, where 
the plate and donatives were exhibited before them; abundant in 

·number, and striking to the eye, yet composed mostly of silver
gilt vessels, which, though falsely passed off as solid gold, were 
in reality of little pecuniary value. Moreover, the Egestrean 
citizens were profuse in their hospitalities and entertainments 
both to the commissioners and to the crews of the triremes.I 
They collected together all the gold and silver vessels, dishes, 
and goblets, of Egesta, which they farther enlarged by borrowing 
additional ornaments of the same kind from the neighboring 
cities, Hellenic as well as Carthaginian. At each successive 

Thucyd. vi, 46. loi(l ~fVl(Jetr 'lrOtoVµevot TWV Tpl1/plTWV, TU TE l~ avrnr 
'Eyit:mtr lK'lrwµaTa Kat xpvrrii. Kat upyvpa ~v/,),igavnr, Kai TU lK TWV lyyvr 
'l'l'OAEC.JV Kat 4'otvtKtKwv Kat 'E/,),71vioc.iv alT71rraµevot, foe</Jepov er Tar foTta<retr; 
wr cXKela faa<JTOl. Kai 'l'l'UVTl.JV wr; lrrl TO 71"0AV Tolr; avToir; xpc.iµivc.iv, Kai 
7ravTaxov 7rol..i\.Wv </Jatvoµivc.iv, µeyal..71v T~v l1ml..71~tv Toir l11: Twv Tpt71pwv 

- 'Ai'h1vaioir 7rapF.lxov, etc. 
Such loans of gold and silver plate betoken a remarkable degree of inti

macy among the different cities. 

I 

http:Jatvo�ivc.iv
http:xpc.i�ivc.iv
http:l'l'UVTl.JV
http:E/,),71vioc.iv
http:l'l'OAEC.JV
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entertainment, every Egestrean host exhibited all tl1is large stock 
of plate as his own property, the same stock being transferred 
from house to house for the occasion. A false appearance was 
thus created, of the large number of wealthy men in Egestre; 
and the Athenian seamen, while their hearts were won by the 
caresses, saw with amazement this prodigious display of gold and 
silver, and were thoroughly duped by the fraud.I To complete 
the illusion, by resting it on a basis of reality and prompt pay
ment, sixty talents of uncoined silver were at once produced as 
ready for the operations of war. 'Vith this sum in hand, the 
Athenian commissioners, after finishing their examination, and 
the Egestrean envoys also, returned to Athens, which they reached 
in the spring of 415 B.c.,2 about three months after the capture 
of ~Ielos. 

The Athenian assembly being presently convened to hear their 
report, the deluded commissioners drew a magnificent picture of 
the wealth, public and private, which they had actually seen and 
touched at Egesta, and presented the sixty talents - one month's 
pay for a fleet of sixty triremes - as a small instalment out of 
the vast stock remaining behind. While they thus officially cer
tified the capacity of the Egestreans to perform their promise of 
defraying the cost of the war, the seamen of their trireme, 
addressing the assembly in their character of citizens, - beyond 
all suspicion of being bribed, - overflowing with sympathy for 
the town in which they had just been so cordially welcomed, and 
full of wonder at the display of wealth which they had witnessed, 
would probably contribute still more effectually to kindle the 
sympathies of their countrymen. Accordingly, when the Eges

1 Thucyd. vi, 46; Diodor. xii, 83. 
2 To this wiuter or spring, perhaps, we may refer the representation of 

the lost comedy Tpupu'A1J~ of Aristophanes. Iberians were alluded to in it, 
to be introduced by Aristarchus; seemingly, Iberian mercenaries, who were 
among the auxiliaries talked of at this time by Alkibia<les and the other 
prominent advisers of the expedition, as a means of conquest in Sicily 
(Thucyd. vi, 90). The word TpupuA1Jr was a nickname (not difficult to 
understand) applied to Alkibi11des, who was just now at the height of his 
importance, and therefore likely enough to be chosen as the butt of a come
dy. See the few fragments remaining of the Tpt<j>a'A1Jr, in :Meineke, Fragm. 
Comic. Gr. vol. ii, pp. 1162-1167. 
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t:ean envoys ap:ain renewed their petitions and representations, 
confidently appealing to the scrutiny which they had undergone, 
- when the distress of the suppliant Leontines was again de
picted, - the Athenian assembly no longer delayed coming to a 
final decision. They determined to send forthwith sixty triremes 
to Sicily, under three generals with full powers, - Nikias, Alki
biades, and Lamachns; fo1· the purpose, first, of relieving Egesta; 
next, as soon as that primary object should have been accom
plished, of reestablishing the city of Leontini; lastly, of further
ing the views of Athens in Sicily, by any other means which they 
might find practicable.I Such resolution being passed, a fresh 
assembly was appointed for the fifth day following, to settle the 
details. 

We cannot doubt that this assembly, in which the reports from 
Egesta were first delivered, was one of unqualified triumph to 
Alkibiades and those who had from the first advocated the expe
dition, as well as of embarrassment and humiliation to Nikias, 
who had opposed it. He was probably more astonished than any 
one else at the statements of the commissioners and seamen, 
because he did not believe in the point which they went to 
establish. Yet he could not venture to contradict eye-witnesses 
speaking in evident good faith, and as the assembly went heartily 
along with them, he labored under great difficulty in repeating 
his objections to a scheme now so much strengthened in public 
favor. Accordingly, his speech was probably hesitating and inef
fective; the more so, as his opponents, far from wishing to make 
good any personal triumph against himself, were forward in pro
posing his name first on the list of generals, in spite of his own 
declared repugnance.2 But when the assembly broke up, he be

1 Thuryd. vi, 8 ; Diodor. xii, 83. 
• Thuryd. vi, 8. 'O oi: NtKiar, iucovawr µ1-v YPT/,uivor upxe1v, etc. The 

reading uKovawr appears better sustained by 1\ISS., and intrinsically more 
suitable, than uKovaar, which latter word probably arose from the correc· 
tion of some reader who was surprised that Nikias made in the second 
assembly a speech which properly belonged to the first, and who explained 
this by supposing that Nikias had not been present at the first assembly. 
That he was not present, however, is highly improbable. The matter, 
nevertheless, docs require some explanation; and I have endeavored to 
supply one in the text. 
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came fearfully impressed with the perilous resolution which it 
had adopted, anJ at the same time conscious that he had not <lone 
justice to his own case against it. Ile therefore resolved to avail 
himself of the next assembly, four days afterwards, for the pur
pose ·of reopening the debate, and again denouncing the intended 
expedition. Properly speaking, the Athenians might have de
clined to hear him on this subject; indeed, the question which 
he raised could not be put without illegality: the principle of the 
measure had been already determined, and it remained only to 
arrange the details, for which special purpose the coming assem
bly had been appointed. But he was heard, and with perfect 
patience; and his harangue, a valuable sample, both of the man 
and of the time, is set forth at length by Thucydides. I give 
here the chief points of it, not confining myself to the exact 
expressions. 

"Though we are met to-day, Athenians, to settle the particu
lars of the expedition already pronounced against Sicily, yet I 
think we ought to take farther counsel whether it be well to send 
that expedition at all; nor ought we thus hastily to plunge, at 
the instance of aliens, into a dangerous war noway belonging to 
us. To myself personally, indeed, your resolution has offered an 
honorable appointment, and for my own bodily danger I care as 
little as any man : yet no considerations of personal dignity have 
ever before prevented me, nor shall now prevent me, from giving 
you my honest opinion, however it may clash with your habitual 
judgments. I tell you, then, that in your desire to go to Sicily, 
you leave many enemies here behind you, and that you will bring 
upon yourselves new enemies from thence to help them. Per
haps you fancy that your truce with Sparta is an adequate 
protection. In name, indeed (though only in name, thanks to 
the intrigues of parties both here and there), that truce may 
stand, so long as your power remains unimpaired; but on your 
first serious reverses, the enemy will eagerly take the opportu
nity of a:>sailing you. Some of your most powerful enemies have 
never even accepted the truce; and if you divide your force as 
you now propose, they will probably set upon you at once along 
with the i:iicilians, whom they would have been too happy to 
procure as cooperating allies at the beginning of the war. Recol
lect that your Chalkidian subjects in Thrace _are still in revolt, 
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and have never yet been conquered: other continental subjects, 
too, are not much to be trusted ; and you are going to redress 
injuries offered to Egesta, before you have yet thought of redress
ing your own. Now your conquests in Thrace, if you make any, 
can be maintained; but Sicily is so distant, and the people so 
powerful, that you will never be able to maintain permanent 
ascendency; and it is absurd to undertake an expedition wherein 
conquest cannot be permanent, while failure will be destructive. 
The Egestreans alarm you by the pro::pcct of Syracusan aggran
dizement. But to me it seems that the Sicilian Greeks, even if 
they become subjects of Syracuse, will he less dangerous to you 
than they are at present: for as matters stand now, they might 
possibly send aid to Peloponncsus, from desire on the part of 
each to gain the favor of Lacedmmon, but imperial Syracuse 
would have no motive to endanger her own empire for the pur
pose of putting down yours. You are now full of confidence, 
because you have come out of the war better than you at first 
feared. But do not trust the Spartans: they, the most sensitive 
of all men to the reputation of superiority, are lying in wait to 
play you a trick in order to repair their own dishonor: their 
oligarchical machinations against you demand all your vigilance, 
and leave you no leisure to think of these foreigners at Egesta. 
Having just recovered ourselves somewhat from the pressure of 
disease and war, we ought to reserve this newly-acquired strength 
for our own purposes, instead of wasting it upon the treacherous 
assurances of desperate exiles from Sicily." 

Nikias then continued, doubtless turning towards Alkibiades: 
"If any man, delighted to be named to the command, though still 
too young for it, exhorts you to this expedition in his own selfish 
interests, looking to admiration for his ostentation in chariot
racing, and to profit from his command, as a means of making 
good his extravagances, do not let such a man gain celebrity for 
himself at the hazard of the entire city. Be persuaded that 
such persons are alike unprincipled in regard to the public prop
erty and wasteful as to their own, and that this matter is too 
serious for the rash counsels of youth. I tremble when I see 
before me this band sitting, by previous concert, close to their 
leader in the assembly; and I in my turn exhort the elderly men, 
who are near them, not to be shamed out of their opposition by 
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the fear of being called cowards. Let them leave to these men 
the ruinous appetite for what is not within reach, in the convic
tion that few plans ever succeed from passionate desire ; many, 
from deliberate foresight. Let them vote against the expedition; 
maintaining undisturbed our present relations with the Sicilian 
cities, and desiring the Egest~ans to close the war against Seli
nus, as they have begun it, without the aid of Athens.I Nor be 

1 Thucyd. vi. 9-14. Ka! av, wrrpvravt, raiira, efaep i/yeZ aot rrpoa~Ketv 

1<1/&0-&ai -re T'1> rr6).e<.Jr, Kat (3ov'Aet yevfofJai rro'Afr17r ciya-&or, lrrt1/J~rj>tl;e, Ka2 . 
, yvwµar rrpori-&et av-&tr 'AiJ17vaiotr, voµfoar, el of>p<.JaeZr TO uva..p17rpiaat, TO 

µ£v 'Avetv rovr v6µovr µ1/ µeTa ToawvO' Elv µaprvp<.Jv al-riav ~xeiv, T'1r cle rr6
'Ae<.Jr KaKwr (3ov"Aev11aµiv17r larpor uv yeviaiJat, etc. 

I cannot concur in the remarks of Dr. Arnold, either on this passage or 
upon the parallel case of the renewed debate in the Athenian assembly, on 
the subject of the punishment to be inflicted on the llfitylcnreans (see above, 
vol. vi, ch. 1, p. 338, and Thucyd. iii, 36 ). It appears to me that Nikias was 
here asking the prytanis to do an illegal act, which might well expose him 
to accusation and punishment. Probably he would have been accused on 
this ground, if the decision of the second assembly had been different 
from what it actually turned out; if they had reversed the decision of the 
former assembly, but only by a small majority. 

The distinction taken by Dr. Arnold between what was illegal ancl what 
was merely irregular, was little marked at Athens: both were called illegal, 
Toi!r voµovr ~.ve1v. The rules which the Athenian assembly, a sovereign 
assembly, laid down for its own debates and decisions, were just as much 
laws as those which it passed for the guidance of private citizens. The 
English Honse of Commons is not a sovereign assembly, but only a portion 
of the sovereign power: accordingly, the rules which it lays down for its 
de hates are not laws, but orders of the House: a breach of these orders, 
therefore, in debating any particular subject, would not be illegal, but merely 
irregular or informal. The same was the case with the French Chamber 
of Deputies, prior to the revolution of February, 1848: the· rules which it 
laid down for its own proceedings were not laws, bnt simply le reglement de 
la Chambre. It is remarkable that the present National Assembly now sit
ting (March, 1849) has retained this expression, and adopted a reylementfor 
its own business ; though it is in point of fact a sovereign assembly, and the 
rules which it sanctions are, properly speaking, laws. 

Both in this case, and in the ll!itylenrean debate, I think the Athenian 
prytauis committed an illegality. In the first case, every one is glad of the 
illegality, because it proved the salrntion of so many Mitylenrean lives. In 
the second case, the illegality was productive of practical bad consequences, 
inasmuch as it seems to have brought about the immense extension of the 
scale upon which the expedition was projected. But there will occur in a 
few years a third incident, the condemnation of the six generals after the 

http:aprvp<.Jv
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thou afraid, prytanis (J\lr. President), to submit this momentous 
question again to the decision of the assembly, seeing that breach 
of the law, in the presence of so many witnesses, cannot expose 
thee to impeachment, while thou wilt afford opportunity for the 
correction of a perilous misjudgment." 

Such were the principal points in the speech of Nikias on this 
memorable occasion. It was heard with attention, and probably 
made some impression, since it completely reopened the entire 
debate, in spite of the formal illegality. Immediately after he sat 
down, while his words were yet fresh in the ears of the audience, 
Alkibiades rose to reply. The speech just made, bringing the 
expedition again into question, endangered his dearest hopes 
both of fame and of pecuniary acquisition; for his dreams went 
farther than those of any man in Athens; not merely to the 
conquest of all Sicily, but also to that of Carthage and the 
Carthaginian empire. Opposed to Nikias, both in personal char
acter and in political tendencies, he had pushed his rivalry to 
such a degree of bitterness that at one moment a vote of ostra
cism had been on the point of deciding between them. That 
vote had indeed been turned aside by joint consent, and dis
charged upon Hyperbolus; yet the hostile feeling still continued 
on both sides, and Nikias had just manifested it by a parliamen
tary attack of the most galling character; all the more galling 
because it was strictly accurate and well deserved. Provoked as 
well as alarmed, Alkibiades started up forthwith, his impatience 
breaking loose from the formalities of an exordium .. 

."Athenians, I both have better title than others to the post of 
commander,- for the taunts of Nikias force me to begin here,
and I count myself fully worthy of it. Those very matters with 
which he reproaches me are sources not merely of glory to my 
ancestors and myself, but of positive advantage to my country. 
For the Greeks, on witnessing my splendid theory at Olympia, 
were induced to rate the power of Athens even above the reality, 
having before regarded it a~ broken down by the war; when I 
~ent into the lists seven chariots, being more than any private 
individual had ever sent before, winning the first prize, coming 

battle of Arginu;:re, in which the prodigious importfmce of a strict obser
vance of forms will appear painfully and conspicuously manifest. 
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in also second and fourth, and performing all the accessories in a 
manner suitable to an Olympic victory. Custom attaches honor 
to such exploits, but the power of the performers is at the same 
time brought home to the feelings of spectators. 1\Iy exhibitions 
at Athens, too, choregic and others, are naturally viewed with 
jealousy by my rivals here; but in the eyes of strangers they 
are evidences of power. Such so-called folly is by no means 
useless, when a man at his own cost serves the city as well as 
himself. Nor is it unjust, when a man has an exalted opinion of 
himself, that he should not conduct himself towards others as if 
he were their equal; for the man in misfortune finds no one to 
bear a share of it. Just as, when we are in distress, we find 
no one to speak to us, in like manner let a man lay his account 
to bear the insolence of the prosperous, or else let him give 
equal dealing to the low, and then claim to receive it from the 
high. I know well that such exalted personages, and all who 
have in any way attained eminence, have been during their life
time unpopular, chiefly in society with their equals, and to a cer
tain extent with others also; while after their decease, they have 
left such a reputation as to make people claim kindred with them 
falsely, and to induce their country to boast of them, not as though 
they were aliens or wrongdoers, but as her own citizens and as 
men who did her honor. It is this glory which I desire, and in 
pursuit of which I incur such reproaches for my private conduct. 
Yet look at my public conduct, and see whether it will not bear 
comparison with that of any other citizen. I brought together 
the most powerful states in Peloponnesus without any serious 
cost or hazard to you, and made the Lacedremonians peril their 
all at 1\Iantineia on the fortune of one day: a peril so great, that, 
though victorious, they have not even yet regained their steady 
belief in their own strength." 

"Thus did my youth, and my so-called monstrous folly, find 
suitable words to address the Peloponnesian powers, and earnest
ness to give them confidence and obtain their cooperation. Be 
not now, therefore, afraid of this youth of mine: but so long as 
I possess it in full vigor, and so long as ~ikias retains his repu
tation for good fortune, turn us each to account in our own way."1 

1 Thucyd. vi, 16, 17. 
7• 
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Having thus vindicated himself personally, Alkibiades went 
on to deprecate any change of the public resolution already 
taken. The Sicilian cities, he said, were not so formidable as 
was represented. Their population was numerous, indeed, but 
fluctuating, turbulent, often on the move, and without local attach
ment. No man there considered himself as a permanent resident, 
nor cared to defend the city in which he dwelt; nor were there 
arms or organization for such a purpose. The native Sikels, 
detesting Syracuse, would willingly lend their aid to her assail
ants. As to the Peloponnesians, poweiful as they were, they were 
not more desperate enemies now than they had been in former 
days : 1 they might invade Attica by land whether the Athenians 
sailed to Sicily or not; but they could do no mischief by sea, for 
Athens would still harn in reserve a navy sufficient to restrain 
them. What valid ground was there, therefore, to evade per
forming obligations which Athens hatl sworn to her Sicilian 
allies ? To be sure, they could bring no he! p to Attica in return ; 
but Athens did not want them on her own side of the water; 
she wanted them in Sicily, to prevent her Sicilian enemies from 
coming over to attack her. She had originally acquired her 
empire by a readiness to interfere wherever she was invited; nor 
would she have made any progress, if she had been backward or 
prudish in scrutinizing such invitations. She could not now set 
limits to the extent of her imperial sway ; she was under a necessity 
not merely to retain her present subjects, but to lay snares for new 
subjects, on pain of falling into dependence herself .if she ceased 
to be imperial. Let her then persist in the resolution adopted, and 
strike terror into the Pcloponnesians by undertaking this great 
expedition. She would probably conquer all Sicily; at least she 
would humble Syracuse: in case even of failure, she could always 
bring back her troops, from her unquestionable superiority at 
sea. The stationary and inactive policy recommended by Nikias 

1 Thucyd, vi, 17. Kao viiv ovre uvil.mcrroi 'lrW 1ui/,'Aov IIdorrovvficrtoL t, 
fi11<ir; tyfrovro, ti re Kao 7ruvv lii(Jwvrai, etc. 

The construction of uvi'Arr1crro1 here is not certain: yet I cannot think 
that the meaning which Dr. Arnoltl and others >l>;sign to it is the most suit
able. It rather seems to mean the same as in vii, '1, and vii, 4 7 : "enemies 
beyond our hopes of Lcing ahle to deal with.'' 
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was not less at variance with the temper, than with ilie position, 
of Athens, and would be ruinous to her if pursued. lier mili
tary organization would dedine, and her energies woulJ be 
wa~ted in internal rub and conflict, instead of that steady activity 
and acquisition which had become engrafted upon her laws and 
habits, which could not be now renounced, even if bad in itself, 
without speedy destruction.I 

Such was substantially the reply of Alkibiades to Nikias. 
The debate was now completely reopened, so that several speak
ers addressed the assembly on both sides ; more, however, decid
edly in favor of the expedition than against it. :rhe alarmed 
Egest:£ans and Leontines renewed their supplications, appealing 
to the plighted faith of the city: probably also those Athenians 
who had visited Egcsta, again stood forward to protest against 
what they would call the ungenerous doubts and insinuations of 
Nikias. By all these appeals, afrer considerable debate, the 
assembly was so powerfully moved, that their determination to 
send the fleet became more intense than ever ; and Nikias, per
ceiving that farther direct opposition was useless, altered his 
tactics. He now attempted a manreuvre, designed indirectly to 
disgust his countrymen with the plan, by enlarging upon its 
dangers and difficulties, and insisting upon a prodigious force as 
indispensable to surmount them. Nor was he without hopes 
that they might be sufficiently disheartened by such prospective 
hard:1hips, to throw up the scheme altogether. At any rate, if 
they persisted, he himself as commander would thus be enabled 
to execute it with completeness and confidence. 

Accepting the expedition, therefore, as the pronounced fiat of 
the people, he reminded them that the cities which they were 
about to attack, especially Syracuse and Selinus, were powerful, 
populous, free: well prepared in every way with hoplites, horse
men, light-armed troops, ships of war, plenty of horses to mount 
their cavalry, and abundant corn at home. At best, Athens could 
hope for no other allies in Sicily except Naxus and Katana, 
from their kindred with the Leontines. It was no mere fleet, 
therefore, which could cope with enemies like these on their own 
soil. The fleet indeed must be prodigiously great, for the purpose 

1 Thncyd. vi, 16-19. 
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not merely of mnritime combat, but of keepin_g open communica
tion at sea, and insuring the importation of subsistence .. But 
there must besides be a large force of hoplites, bowmen, and 
slingers, a large stork of provisions in tran5ports, and, above all, 
an abundant amount of money: for the funds promised by the 
Ege~t:cans would be found mere empty delusion. The army 
must be not simply a match for the enemy's regular hoplites and 
powerful cavalry, but alw independent of foreign aid from the 
first day of their landing.! If not, in case of the least reverse, 
they would find everywhere nothing but active enemies, without 
a single friend. " I know (he concluded) that there are many 
dangers against which we must take precaution, and many more 
in which we must trust to good fortune, serious as it is for mere 
men to do so. But I choo~e to leave as little as possible in the 
power of fortune, and to have in hand all means of reasonable 
security at the time when I leave Athens. Looking merely to 
the interests of the common wealth, this is the most assured course; 
while to us who are to form the armament, it is indispensable for 
preservation. If any man thinks differently, I resign to him the 
command."2 

The effect of this second speech of Nikias on the assembly, 
coming as it did after a long and contentious debate, was much 
greater than that which had been produced by his first. But 
it was an effoct totally opposite to that which. he himself bad 
anticipated and intended. Far from being discouraged or alien
ated from the expedition by those impediments which he had stu
diously magnified, the people only attached themselves to it with 
yet greater obstinacy. The difficulties which stood in the way of 
Sicilian conquest served but to endear it to them the more, call
ing forth increased ardor and eagerness for personal exertion in 
the cause. The people not only accepted, without hesitation or 
deduction, the estimate which Nikias had laid before them of 

1 Thuryd. vi, 22. 
• Thnryd. vi, 23. orrrp lyi:J ¢013ovµevor, Kat elowr rroAl.a µi:v ~.uiir Mov 

Bov}.rvaaa-Sat, ln cle 'Trl,riw eim•xi,aat (x a :le rr ov o I: lr. v -& p w'Tr o v r 5 v
r a r), on lA«xtara rfi •vxll rrapaoovr lµavrov {3ov:loµat lK'TrAelv, 'Trapaauvfi 
ol: urro TWV elKi)rnv tiapa:l~r CK'1r/o.ri1aat. Tavra /'UP Tfj Te ;vµ'Truall 'TrOAEl 
i3e{3ai6rara ~yovµat, KOL ~µiv TOi> C1Tparevaoµivot> (]CJT~pta. El o§ T<,J uA.l.wr 
OOKel, 1rapi11µi avr<;i T~V tipx~v. 
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risk and cost, but warmly extolled his frankness not less than his 
sagacity, as the only means of making success certain. They 
were ready to grant without reserve everything which he askecl, 
with an enthusiasm and unanimity such as was rarely seen to 
reign in an Athenian assembly. In fact, the second speech of 
Nikias had brought the two dissentient veins of the assembly 
into a confluence and harmony, all the more welcome because 
unexpected. While his partisans seconded it as the best way of 
neutralizing the popular madness, his opponents - Alkibiades, 
the Egestreans, and the Leontines - caught at it with acclama
tion, as realizing more than they had hoped for, and more than 
they could ever have ventured to propose. If Alkibiades liad 
demanded an armament on so vast a scale, the people would 
have turned a deaf ear. But such was their respect for Nikias 
- on the united grounds of prudence, good fortune, piety, and 
favor with the gods - that his opposition to their favorite scheme 
had really made them uneasy; and when he made the same 
demand, they were delighted to purchase his concurrence by 
adopting all such conditions as he imposed.I 

It was thus that Nikias, quite contrary to his own purpose, not 
only imparted to the enterprise~ a gigantic magnitude which its 
projectors had never contemplated, but threw into it the whole 
soul of Athens, and roused a burst of ardor beyond all former 
example. Every man present, old as well as young, rich and 
poor, of all classes and professions, was cager to .put down his 
name for personal service. Some were tempted by the love of 
gain, others by the curiosity of seeing so distant a region, others 
again by the pride and supposed safety of enlisting in so irre
sistible an armament. So overpowering was the popular voice 
in calling for the execution of the scheme, that the small minor
ity who retained their objections were afraid to hold up their 
hands, for fear of incurring the suspicion of want of patriot
ism. '\Vhen the excitement had somewhat subsided, an orator 
named Demostratus, coming forward as spokesman of this sen
timent, urged Nikias to declare at once, without farther evasion, 
what force he required from the people. Disappointed as Nikias 
was, yet being left without any alternative, he sadly responded 
to the appeal ; saying, that he would take farther counsel with 

1 Plutarch. Compare Nikias nnd Crnssus, c, 3. 
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his colleagues, but that speaking on his first impression, he thought 
the triremes required must be not less than one hundred, nor the 
hoplites less than five thousand, Athenians and allies together. 
There must farther be a proportional equipment of other forces 
and accompaniments, especially Kretan bowmen and slingers. 
Enormous as this requisition was, the vote of the people not only 
8anctioned it without delay, but even went beyond it. They 
conferred upon the generals full power to fix both the numbers 
of the armament and every other matter relating to the expedi
tion, just as they might think best for the interest of Athens. 

Pursuant to this momentous resolution, the enrolment and 
preparation of the forces was immediately begun. Messages were 
sent to summon sufficient triremes from the nautical allies, as 
well as to invite hoplites from Argos and 1\Iantineia, and to hire 
bowmen and slingers elsewhere. For three months, the generals 
were busily engaged in this proceeding, while the city was in a 
state of alertness and bustle, fatally interrupted, however, by an 
incident which I shall recount in the next chapter. 

Considering the prodigious con5equences which turned on the 
expedition of Athens against Sicily, it is worth while to bestow a 
few reflections on the preliminary proceedings of the Athenian 
people. Those who are accustomed to impute all the misfor
tunes of Athens to the hurry, passion, and ignorance of democ
racy, will not find the charge borne out by the facts which we 
have been just considering. The supplications of Egestieans and 
Leontines, forwarded to Athens about the spring or summer of 
416 B.c., undergo careful and repeated discussion in the public 
assembly. They at first meet with considerable opposition, but 
the repeated debates gradually kindle both the sympathies and 
the ambition of the people. Still, however, no decisive step is 
taken without more ample and correct information from the spot, 
and special commissioners are sent to Egesta for the purpose. 
These men bring back a decisive report, triumphantly certifying 
all that the Egest:Eans had promised : nor can we at all wonder 
that the people never suspected the deep-laid fraud whereby their 
commissioners had been duped. 

Upon the result of that mission to Egesta, the two parties for 
and against the projected expedition had evidently joined issue: 
and when the commissioners returned, bearing testimony so de
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cisive in favor of the former, the party thus strengthened thought 
itself warranted in calling for a decision immediately, after all 
the previous debates. Nevertheless, the measure still had to 
surmount the renewed and hearty opposition of Nikias, before it 
became finally ratified. It was this long and frequent debate, 
with opposition often repeated but always outreasoned, which 
working gradually deeper and deeper conviction in the minds of 
the people, brought them all into hearty unanimity to support it, 
and made them cling to it with that tenacity which the coming 
chapters will demonstrate. In so far as the expedition was an 
error, it certainly was not error arising either from hurry, or want 
of discussion, or want of inquiry. Never in Grecian history 
was any measure more carefully weighed beforehand, or more 
deliberately and unanimously resolved. 

The position of Nikias in reference to the measure is remark
able. As a dissuasive and warning counsellor, he took a right 
view of it; but in that capacity he could not carry the people 
along with him. Yet such was their steady esteem for him per
sonally, and their reluctance to proceed in the enterprise without 
him, that they eagerly embraced any conditions which he thought 
proper to impose. And the conditions which he named had the 
effect of exaggerating the enterprise into such gigantic magnitude 
as no one in Athens had ever contemplated; thus casting into it 
so prodigious a proportion of the blood of Athens, that its dis
comfiture would be equivalent to the ruin of the commonwealth. 
This was the first mischief occasioned by Nikias, when, after 
being forced to relinquish his direct opposition, he resorted to the 
indirect manceuvre of demanding more than he thought the 
people would be willing to grant. It will be found only the first 
among a sad series of other mistakes, fatal to his country as well 
as to himself. 

Giving to Nikias, however, for the present, full credit for the 
wisdom of his dissuasive counsel and his skepticism about the 
reports from Egesta, we cannot but notice the opposite quality in 
Alkibiades. His speech is not merely full of overweening inso
lence, as a manifestation of individual character, but of rash and 
ruinous instigations in regard to the foreign policy of his country. 
The arguments whereby he enforces the expedition against Syra
cuse are indeed more mischievous in their tendency than the ex
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pedition itself, for the failure of which AlkiLiades is not to be 
held responsiL!e. It might have succeeded in its special oLject, 
had it been properly conducted; but en'n if it had succeeded, 
the remark of Nikias is not the le;,s just, that Athens was aiming 
at an unmeasured breadth of empire, which it would be altogether 
imposRible for her to preserve. "\Vhen we recollect the true 
political wisdom with which Perikles had advised his country
men to maintain strenuously their existing empire, but by no 
means to grasp at any new acquisitions while they had powerful 
enemies in Peloponnesus, we 1>hall appreciate by contrast the 
feverish system of never-ending aggression inculcated by Alkibi
ades, and the destructive principles which he lays down, that 
Athens must forever be engaged in new conquests, on pain of 
forfeiting her existing empire and tearing herself to pieces by 
internal discord. Even granting the necessity for Athens to em
ploy her military and naval force, as Nikias had truly observed, 
Amphipolis and the revolted subjects in Thrace were still unsub
dued ; and the first employment of Athenian force ought to be 
directed against them, instead of being wasted in distant hazards 
and treacherous novelties, creating for Athens a position in which 
she could never permanently maintain herself. The parallel 
which Alkibiades draws, between the enterprising spirit whereby 
the Athenian empire had been first acquired, and the undefined 
speculations which he was himself recommending, is altogether 
fallacious. The Athenian empire took its rise from Athenian 
enterprise, working in concert with a serious ttlarm and necessity 
on the part of all the Grecian cities in or round the JEgean sea. 
Athens rendered an essential service by keeping off the Persians, 
and preserving that sea in a better condition than it had ever 
been in before: her empire had begun by being a voluntary con
federacy, and had only passed by degrees into constraint; while 
the local situation of all her subjects was sufficiently near to be 
within the reach of her controlling navy. Iler new career of 
aggression in Sicily, was in all these respects different. Nor is 
it less surprising to find Alkibiatles asserting that the multiplica
tion of suLjects in that distant island, employing a large portion 
of the Athenian naval force to watch them, would impart new 
stability to the preexisting Athenian empire ; to read the terms 
in which he makes light of enemies both in Peloponnesus and in 
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8icily, the Sicilian war being a new enterprise hardly less in 
magnitude and hazard than the Peloponnesian,1 and to notice the 
credit which he claims to himself for his operations in Pelopon
nesus and the battle of .Mantincia,2 although it had ended in com
plete failure; restorhig the ascendency of Sparta to the maxi
mum at which it had stood before the events of Sphakteria. 
There is in fact no speech in Thucydides so replete with rash, 
misguiding, and fallacious counsels, as this harangue of Alki

. biades. 
As a man of action, Alkibiades was always brave, vigorous, 

and full of resource ;. as a politician and adviser, he was espe
cially mischievous to his country, because he addressed himself 
exactly to their weak point, and exaggerated their sanguine and 
enterprising temper into a temerity which overlooked all perma
nent calculation. The Athenians had now contracted the belief 
that they, as lords of the sea, were entitled to dominion and 
receipt of tribute from all islands; a belief which they had not 
only acted upon, but openly professed, in their attack upon Melos 
during the preceding autumn. As Sicily was an island, it seemed 
to fall naturally under this category of subjects ; nor ought we to 
wonder, amid,;t the inaccurate geographical data current in that 
day, that they were ignorant how much larger Sicily was 3 than 
the largest island in the A::gean. Yet they seem to have been 
aware that it was a prodigious conquest to struggle for; as we 
may judge from the fact, that the object was one kept back rather 
than openly avowed, and that they acceded to all the immense 
preparations demanded by Nikias.4 l\Ioreover, we shall see 
presently, that even the armament which was despatched had 
conceived nothing beyond vague and hesitating ideas of some
thing great to be achieved in Sicily. But if the Athenian public 

1 Thucyd. vi, 1. ov 1l'OAJ.\:, rivt brroaefoupov 1!'0Ae1wv, etc.: compare vii, 28. 
• Compare Plutarch, Prrecept. Rcipubl. Gercnd. p. 804. 

3 Thucyd. v, 99; vi, 1-6. 

• Thucyd. vi, 6. f<pdµevot µ'i:v rfi u).TJt'JflJTUT1J 1t'po¢&rret, rig 1!'UrJTJt; (ItKe

1.iat;) tip;nv, (3017t'Jeiv oi: u,ua ev1t'pf1!'wt; (3ovM>µevot roit; fovrwv ;vyyiverrt Kal. 
roit; r.purryeyevTJµivoit; ;vµµ&xoit;. 

Even in the Rpcech of Alkibiacles, the conquest of Sicily is only once 
ulludcd to, and that indirectly; rather as a favorable possibility, than as a 
result to be counted upon. 

VOL. VII. lloc. 
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were rash and ignorant, in contemplating the conquest of Sicily, 
much more extravagant were the views of Alkibiades, who looked 
even beyond Sicily to the conquest of Carthage and her empire. 
Nor was it merely ambition which he desired to gratify; he was 
not less eager for the immense private gains which would be con
sequent upon success, in order to supply those deficiencies which 
his profligate expenditure had occasione<l.J 

"'When we recollect how loudly the charges have been preferred 
against Kleon, of presumption, of rash policy, and of selfish mo
tive, in reference to 8phakteria, to the prosecution of the war 
generally, and to Amphipolis; and when ";e compare these pro
ceedings with the conduct of Alkibiades as here described, we 
shall see how much more forcibly such charges attach to the 
latter than the former. It will be seen before this volume is 
finished, that the vices of Alkiliiades, and the defects of Nikias, 
were the cause of far greater ruin to Athens than either Kleon 
or Hyperbolas, even if we regard the two latter with the eyes 
of their worst enemies. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 15. Kat µ&?.1ura urpan1y~uai re l:rrd}vµwv Kat O.rri~c.iv 

'!.!KtAiav re Ot' avrov Kat Kap;r1Jclnva /..~1fleu{}ai, Kat TU IJia &µa evrv;r~uar; 

XP~.uarri re Kat oo;v w'f>el.~ueiv. 'i.2v yup lv uflW/lart U7rtp TWV cirrrwv, ralr; 
tm{}vµiau; µeit;ncriv ~ Karil T~V vrr&p;rovaav ovuiav l;rpljro l:r; re TU!;" t7r7r0Tpo
tpiar: Kat TU!: ul.l.ar; oarr&var:, etc. 

Compare vi, 90. Plutarch (Alkib. c. 19; N'ikias, c. 12). Plutarch some
times speaks as if, not Alkibiadcs alone (or at least in conjunction with a 
few partisans), but the Athenians generally, set out with an expectation of 
conquering Carthage us well as Sicil~'· In the speech which Alkibiades 
made at Sparta after his banishment (Thucyd. vi. 90), he does indeed srnte 
this us the general purpose of the expedition. But it seems plain that he 
is here describing, to his countrymen generally, plans which were only fer
menting in his own brain, a5 we may discern from a careful perusal of the 
first twenty chapters of the sixth book of Thucydides. 

In the inaccurate Oratio de Pace ascribed to Andokidcs (sect. 30 ), it is 
alleged that the Syracusnns sent an embassy to Athens, a little before this 
expedition, entreating to be admitted as allies of the Athenians, and affirm
ing that Syracuse would be a more rnluable ally to Athens than Egesta or 
Katanu. This statement is wholly untrue. . 

http:O.rri~c.iv
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

FRO:li THE RESOLUTION OF THE ATHEXIANS TO ATTACK SYRA
Cl:'SE, DOWN TO THE FIRST WINTER AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL rn 
SICILY. 

FoR the two or three months immediately succeeding the final 
resolution taken by the Athenians to invade Sicily, described in 
the last chapter, the whole city was elate and bustling with prep
aration. I have already mentioned that this resolution, though 
long opposed by Nikias with a considerable minority, had at last 

· been adopted - chiefly through the unforeseen working of that 
which he intended as a counter-manceuvre - with a degree of 
enthusiasm and unanimity, and upon an enlarged scale, which 
surpassed all the anticipations of its promoters. The prophets, 
circulators of oracles, and other accredited religious advisers, 
announced generally the favorable dispositions of the gods, and 
promised a triumphant result.I All classes in the city, rich and 
poor, - cultivators, traders, and seamen, old and young, all em
braced the project with ardor; as requiring a great effort, yet 
promising unparalleled results, both of public aggrandizement 
and individual gain. Each man was anxious to put down his 
own name for personal service; so that the three generals, Nik
ias, Alkil,Jiades, and Lamachus, when they proceeded to make 
their selection of hoplites, instead of" being forced to employ 
constraint and incur ill-will, as happened when an expedition 
was unpopular, had only to choose the fittest among a throng of 
eager volunteers. Every man provided himself with his best 
arms and with bodily accoutrements, useful as well as ostentatious, 
for a long voyage and for the exigencies of a varied land-and
sea-service. Among the trierarchs, or rich citizens, who under
took each in his turn the duty of commanding a ship of war, the 
competition was yet stronger. Each of them accounted it an 
honor to be named, and vied with his comrades to exhibit his 
ship in the most finished state of equipment. The state, indeed, 

1 Thucyd. viii, I. 
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furnished both the trireme with its essential tackle and oars, and 
the regular pay for the crew; but the trierarch, even in ordinary 
cases, usually incurred various expenses besides, to make the 
equipment complete and to keep the crew together. Such ad
ditional outlay, neither exacted nor defined by law, but only by 
custom and general opinion, was different in every individual 
case, according to temper and circumstances. But on the present 
occasion, zeal and forwardness were universal: each trierarch 
tried to procure for his own ship the best crew, by offers of ad
ditional reward to all, but especially to the thranitre or rowers 
on the highest of the three tiers :1 and it seems that the seamen 
were not appointed specially to one ship, but were at liberty to 
accept these offers, and to serve in any ship they preferred. 
Each trierarch spent more than had ever been known before in 
pay, outfit, provision, and even external decoration of his vessel. 
Besides the best crews which Athens herself could furnish, picked 
seamen were also required from subject-allies, and were bid for 
in the same way by the trierarchs.2 

Such efforts were much facilitated by the fact, that five years 
bad now elapsed since the Peace of Nikias, without any consider
able warlike operations. "'While the treasury had become re
plenished with fresh accumulations,3 and the triremes increased 

I Thucyd Yi, 31. t1rnJ>op[u; re 7rpot; r<;:i eK OTjµoaiov µ,,,{},~ OLVOVT<JV roit; 
fJpaviratt; TWV vavrwv /Wt Tait; V1rTJPEr5Lat>, Kat ru?.J.a '57Jµeiott; Ka? 
Karar5Kevalt; 7rOAvnAfoi XPTJr5aµ€v,,,v, etc. 

Dobree and Dr. Arnold explain vrr7Jpeaiait; to mean the pffty officers, such 
as 1w{3epv~T1Jt;, KfAfV'5T~t;, etc. Goller and Poppo construe it to mean "tlie 
servants of the sailors." Neither of the two seems to me satisfactory. I think 
the word means " to the crews generally;" the word V7r1Jper5ia being a per
fectly general word comprising all who received pay in the ship. All the 
examples produced in the notes of the commentators testify this meaning, 
which also occurs in the text itself two lines before. To constrne rai~ 

vrrrJpmiatt; as meaning " the crews generally, or the remaining crews, 
along with the thranitm," is doubtless more or less awkward. But it 
departs less from orllinary construction than either of the two senses which 
the commentators propose. 

2 Thncyd. vii, 13. ol ;r:voi, ol µev iivayKar5ro1 fo{3uvret;, etc. 
3 ThucYd. vi, 26. I do not trust the statement given in JEschines De 

Fals. Legat. c. 54, p. 302, and in Andokides, De Pace, sect. 8, that seven 
thousand talents were Jail! by as au accumulated treasure in the acropolis 
during the Peace of Nikias, and that four hundred triremes, or three hun· 
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in number, the military population, reinforced by additional 
numbers of youth, had forgotten both the hardships of the war 
and the pressure of epidemic disease. Hence the fleet now got 
together, while it surpassed in number all previous armaments of 
Athens, except a single one in the second year of the previous 
war under Perikles, was incomparably superior even to that, and 
still more superior to all the rest, in the other ingredients of 
force, material as well as moral; in picked men, universal ardor, 
ships as well as arms in the best condition, and accessories of 
every kind in abundance. Such was the confidence of success, 
that many Athenians went prepared for trade as well as for 
combat; so that the private stock thus added to the public outfit, 
and to the sums placed in the hands of the generals, constituted 
an unparalleled aggregate of wealth. l\Iuch of this was visible 
to the eye, contributing to heighten that general excitement of 
Athenian imagination which pervaded the whole city.while the 
preparations were going forward: a mingled feeling of private 
sympathy and patriotism, - a dash of uneasiness from reflection 
on the distant and unknown region wherein the fleet was to act, 
- yet an elate confidence in Athenian force, such as had never 
before been entertained.I We hear of Sokrates the philosopher, 

d1;cd triremes, were newly built. The numerous historical inaccuracies in 
those orations, concerning the facts prior to 400 n.c., are such as to deprive 
them of all authority, except where they are confirmed by other testimony; 
even if we admitted the oration ascribed to Andokides as genuine, which in 
all probability it is not. 

But there exists an interesting Inscription which proves that the sum of 
three thousand talents at least must have been laid by, during the interval 
between the conclusion of the Peace of Nikias and the Sicilian Expedition, 
in the acropolis; and that over and above this accumulated fund, the state 
was in condition to discharge, out of the current receipts, various sums 
which it had borrowed during the previous war from the treasury of various 
temples, and seems to have had besides a surplus for docks and fortifica
tions. The Inscription above named records the vote passed for discharg
ing these debts, and for securing the sums so paid in the opisthodomus, or 
back-chamber, of the Parthenon, for account of those gods to whom they 
respectively belonged. See Bocckh's Corp. Ins er. part ii, Inscr. Att. No. 76, 
p. 117; also the Staats-haushaltung der Athcner of the same author, vol. 
ii, p. 198. This Inscription belongs unqucstionahly to one of the years 

. between 421-415 B.c., to which year we cannot say. 
Thucycl. vi, 31 ; Diodor. xiii, 2, 3. I 
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and J\Ieton the astronomer, as forming exceptions to this uni
versal tone of sanguine anticipation: the familiar genius which 
constantly waited upon the philosopher is supposed to have fore
warned him of the result. Nor is it impossible that he may 
have been averse to the expedition, though the fact is less fully 
certified than we could wish. Amidst a general predominance of 
the various favorable religious signs and prophecies, there were 
also some unfavorable. Usually, on all public matters of risk or 
gravity, there were prophets who gave assurances in opposite 
ways : those which turned out right were treasured up: the rest 
were at once forgotten, or never long remembered.I 

After between two and three months of active preparations, 
the expedition was almost ready to start, when an event happened 
which fatally poisoned the prevalent cheerfulness of the city. 
This was the mutilation of the Ilermre, one of the most extraor
dinary events in all Grecian history. 

These IIerm<l:), or half-statues of the god Hermes, were blocks 
of marble about the height of the human figure. The upper 
part was cut into a head, face, neck, and bust; the lower part was 
left as a quadrangular pillar, broad at the base, without arms, 
body, or legs, but with the significant mark of the male sex in 
front. They were distributed in great numbers throughout 
Athens, and always in the most conspicuous situations; standing 
beside the outer doors of private houses as well as of temples, 
near the most frequented porticos, at the intersection of cross 
ways, in the public agora. They were thus present to the eye 
of every Athenian in all his acts of intercommunion, either for 
business or pleasure, with his fellow-citizens. The religious 
feelings of the Greeks considered the god to be planted or dom
iciliated where his statue stood,2 so that the companionship, 

1 Plutarch (Nikias, c. 12, 13; Alkibiad. c. 17 ). Immediately after the 
catastrophe at Syracuse, the Athenians were very angry with those prophets 
who had promised them success (Thucyd. viii, 1 ). 

• Cicero, J,egg. ii, 1 I. "Melius Grreci atque nostri ; qui, ut augerent pie
tatem in Deos, easdem illos urbes, quas nos, incolere voluerunt." 

How much the Grecian mind was penetrated with the idea of the god as 
an actual inhabitant of the town, may be seen illu8tratcd in the Oration of 
Lysias, cont. Andokid. sects.15-46 : compare Herodotus, v, 67 ; a striking 
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sympathy, and guardianship of Hermes became associated with 
most of the manife~tations of conjunct life at Athens, - political, 
social, commercial, or gymnastic. :Moreo,·er, the quadrangular 
fashion of these statues, employed occasionally for other gods 
besides Hermes, was a most ancient relic handed down from the 
primitive rudeness of Pelasgian workmanship and was popular 
in Arcadia as well as peculiarly frequent in Athens.I 

About the end of May, 415 B.c., in the course of one and the 
same night, all these IIerm<~, one of the most peculiar marks of 
the city, were mutilated by unknown hands. Their characteriotic 
features were knocked off or levelled, so that nothing was left 
except a mass of stone with no resemblance to humanity or deity. 
All were thus dealt with in the same way, save and except very 
few : nay, Andokides affirms, and I incline to believe him, that 
there was but one which escaped unharmed.2 

It is of course impossible for any one to sympathize fully with 
the feelings of a religion not his own: indeed, the sentiment with 

story, as illustrated in this History, vol. iii, ch. ix, p. 34 ; also Xenophon, 
Hellen. vi, 4-7; Livy, xxxviii, 43. 

In an Inscription in Boeckh's Corp. Insc. (part ii, No. 190, p. 320) a list 
of the names of Prytaneis, appears, at the head of which list figures the 
name of Athene Polias. 

1 Pansanias, i, 24. 3; iv, 33, 4; viii, 31, 4; viii, 48, 4; viii, 41, 4; Plutarch, An 
Seni sit Gercnda Re•pnhl. aO. finem; Aristophnn. Pint. 1153, and Schol.: 
compare 0. Miillcr, Arehaologie dcr Kunst, sect. 67; K. :F. Hermann, Got
tesdienstl. Altcrth. der Grieehcn, sect. 15; Gerhard, De Religione Heima
rum. Berlin, 1845. 

2 Thucyd. vi, 27. IJ,,-ot 'Epµai Ji,,-av Ailftvot lv rfi rr6Aet Tfi 'A'971va£wv •••• 
11 t ~ v v " Tt o l 7r Ae l ,,. To t rrepteK01r1J<Tav TU rrpoc"'rra. 

Andokides (De Myst. sect. 63) expressly states that only a single one was 
spared- Kat Ota raiira o'Epµ~r ov opcire rruvrer, orrapa ri)v rrarpfi;av olKiav 
ri)v i)µertpav, ov rrepteKo1r1J, µo vo r; T i:J v 'Ep .ui:J v ri:Jv 'A-&~ vri ct. 

Cornelius Nepos (Alkibiad. c. 3) and Plutarch ( Alkib. c. 13) copy Andok
ides: in his life of Nikias (c. 18) the latter uses the expression of Thucyd
ides -ol 7rAEi<TTot. This expression is noway at variance with Andokides, 
though it stops short of his affirmation. There is great mixture of truth and 
falsehood in the Oration of Andokides; bnt I think that he is to be trusted 
as to this point. 

Diodorus (xiii, 2) says that all the Hermre were mutilated, not recogniz
ing a single exception. Cornelius Nepos, by a singular inaccuracy, talks 
about the Hermre as having been all thrown down (dejicerentnr). 
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which, in the case of persons of different creeds, each regards the 
strong emotions growing out of causes peculiar to the other, is 
usually one of surprise that such trifles and absurdities can occa
sion any serious distress or excitement.I But if we take that 
reasonable pains, which is incumbent on those who study the 
history of Greece, to realize in our minds the religious and 
political associations of the Athenians,2 noted in ancient times 
for their superior piety, as well as for their accuracy and mag
nificence about the visible monuments embodying that feeling,
we shall in part comprehend the intensity of mingled dismay, 
terror, and wrath, which beset the public mind on the morning 
after this nocturnal sacrilege, alike unforeseen and unparalleled. 
Amidst all the ruin and impoverishment which had been inflicted 

· by the Persian invasion of Attica, there was nothing which was 
so profoundly felt or so long remembered as the deliberate burn
ing of the statues and temples of the gods.3 If we could imagine 

1 It is truly astonishing to read the account given of this mutilation of 
the Hermre, and its consequences, by 'Vachsmuth, Hellen. Alterthiimer, 
vol. ii, sect. 65, pp. 191-196. 'Vhile he denounces the Athenian people, for 
their conduct during the suhsequent inquiry, in the most unmeasured lan
guage, you would suppose that the incident which plunged them into this 
mental distraction, at a moment of ovesilowing hope and confidence, was a 
mere trifle: so briefly docs he pass it over, without taking the ·smallest 
pains to show in what way it profoundly wounded the religio!ls feeling of 
Athens. 

Buttner (Geschichte der politischen Hetrerieen zu Athen. p. 65), though 
very brief, takes a fairer view than 'Vachsmuth. 

2 Pausanias, i, 17, l ; i, 24, 3; Harpokration v, 'Epµa'i. See Sluiter, Lee 
tiones Andocidere, cap. 2. 

Especially the ayviarioer i'hpa7rti:ai (Eurip. Ion. 187) were noted at 
Athens: ceremonial attentions towards the divine persons who protected 
the public streets, a function performed by Apollo Aguieus, as well as by 
Hermes. 

3 Herodot. viii, 144; JEschylus, Pers. 810; .lEschyl. Agam. 339. The 
wrath for any indignity offered to the statue of a god or goddess, and impa· 
tience to punish it capitally, is manifested as far back as the ancient epic 
poem of Arktinus: see the argument of the 'IA[ov lltpcnr in Proclus, and 
'Velcker, Griechische Tragodien, Sopkokles, sect. 21, vol. i, p. 162. Herodo
tus cannot explain the indignities offered by Kambyses to the Egyptian 
statues and holy customs upon any other supposition than that of stark 
madness, lµ&.vT/ µey&.A.wr; Herod. iii, 37-38. 

Timreus the Sicilian historian (writing about 320-290 B.c.) represented 

http:ey&.A.wr
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the excitement of a Spanish or Italian town, on finding that all 
the images of the Virgin had been defaced during the same 
night, we should have a parallel, though a very inadequate 
parallel, to what was now felt at Athens, where religious asso
ciations and persons were far more intimately allied with all 
civil acts and with all the proceedings of every-day life; where, 
too, the god and his efficiency were more forcibly localized, as 
well as identified with the presence and keeping of the statue. 
To the Athenians, when they went forth on the following morn
ing, each man seeing the divine guardian at his doorway dishon
ored and defaced, and each man gradually coming to know that the 
devastation was general, it would seem that the town had become 
as it were godless ; that the streets, the market-place, the porticos, 
were robbed of their divine protectors; and what was worse still, 
that these protectors, having been grossly insulted, carried away 
wit~ them alienated sentiments, wrathful and vindictive instead 
of tutelary and sympathizing. It was on the protection of the 
gods, that all their political constitution as well as the blessings 
of civil life depended; insomuch that the curses of the gods were 
habitually invoked as sanction and punishment for grave offences, 
political as well as others : I an extension and generalization of 
the feeling still attached to the judicial oath. This was, in the 
minds of the people of Athens, a sincere and literal conviction, 
not simply a form of speech to be pronounced in prayers and 
public harangues, without being ever construed as a reality in 
calculating consequences and determining practical measures. 

the subsequent defeat of the Athenians as a divine punishment for the des
ecration of the llcrmre, inflicted chiefly by the Syracusan Hermokrates, son 
of Hcm1on and descendant of the god Hermes (Timrei Fragm. 103-104, 
ed. Didot; Longin us, de Sublim. iv, 3 ). 

The etymological thread of connection, between the Hermre and Her· 
mokrates, is strange enough: but what is of importance to remark, is the 
deep-seated belief that such an act must bring after it divine punishment, 
and that the Athenians as a people were collectively responsible, unless 

' they could appease the divine displeasure. If this was the view taken by 
the historian Timreus a century and more after the transaction, much more 
keenly was it present to the minds of the Athenians of that day. 

1 Thucyd. viii, 97 ; Plato, Legg. ix, pp. 871 b, 881 d. *TOV v6µov apa, etc. 
Demosthen. Fals. Legat. p. 363, c. 24, p. 404, c. 60; Plutarch, Solon, c. 24 · 

VOL, VII. 8 



170 HISTORY OF GHEECE. 

Accordingly, they drew from the mutilation of the Hermre the 
inference, not less natural than terrifying, that heavy public 
misfortune was impending over the city, and that the political 
constitution to which they were attached was in imminent danger 
of being subverted.1 

Such was the mysterious incident which broke in upon the 
eager and bustling movement of Athens, a few days before the 
Sicilian expedition was in condition for starting. In reference to 
that expedition it was taken to heart as a most depressing omen.2 
It would doubtless have been so determined, had it been a mere 
undesigned accident happening to any venerated religious object, 
just as we are told that similar misgivings were occasioned by 
the occurrence, about this same time, of the melancholy festival 
of the Adonia, wherein the women loudly bewailed the untimely 
death of Adonis.a The mutilation of the Hermre, however, was 
something much more ominous than the worst accident. It. pro
claimed itself as the deliberate act of organized conspirators, not 
inconsiderable in number, whose names and final purpose were 

1 Dr. Thirlwall observes, in reference to the feeling at Athens after the 
mutilation of the Hennre: 

"We indeed see so little connection between acts of daring impiety and 
designs against the state, that we can hardly understand how they could 
have been associated together as they were in the minds of the Athenians. 
But perhaps the difficulty may not without reason have appeared much 
less to the contemporaries of Alcibiades, who were rather disposed by their 
views of religion to regard them as inseparable." (Hist. Gr. ch. xxv, vol. 
iii, p. 394.) 

This remark, like so many others in Dr. Thirlwall's history, indicates a 
tone of liberality forming a ~triking contrast with Wachsmuth; and rare 
indeed among the learned men who have undertaken to depict the democ
racy of Athens. It might, however, have been stated far more strongly; 
for an Athenian citizen would have had quite as much difficulty in compre
hending our disjunction of the two ideas, as we have in comprehending his 
association of the two. 

'Thucyd. vi, 27. Kai ro rrpayua µe1(6vw~ lA&.µ{3avnv· rov re yup l1ml.ov 
oi=ilr l06Ket eivat, 1cat irrt gvvwµo1Jir,r. llµa vewrtpwv rrpayµ&.rnv Ka2 o~µov 
1caral.v1Jewr yeyev~1JfJa1. 

Cornelius Nepos, Alcibiad. c. 3. "Hoc quum apparcret non sine magn! 
multorum consensione esse factam," etc. 

3 Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 18; Pherekratcs, Fr. Inc. 8-1, ed. Meineke; Frag. 
ment. Comic. Grrec. vol. ii, p. 358, also p. 1164; Aristoph. :Frag. Inc. l2q_. 
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indeed unknown, but who had begun by committing sacrilege of 
a character flagrant and unheard of. For intentional mutilation 
of a public and sacred statue, where the material afforded no 
temptation.to plunder, is a case to which we know no parallel: 
much more mutilation by wholesale, spread by one band and in 
one night throughout an entire city. Though neither the parties 
concerned, nor their purposes, were ever more than partially 
made out, the concert and conspiracy itself is unquestionable. 

It seems probable, as far as we can form an opinion, that the 
conspirators had two objects, perhaps some of them one and some 
the other: to ruin Alkibiades, to frustrate or delay the expedition. 
How they pursued the former purpose, will be presently ~een: 
towards the latter, nothing was ostensibly done, but the position 
of Teukrus, and other metics implicated, renders it more likely 
that they were influenced by sympathies with Corinth and 
Megara,1 prompting them to intercept an expedition which was 
supposed to promise great triumphs to Athens, rather than cor
rupted by the violent antipathies of intestine politics. Indeed, the 
two objects were intimately connected with each other; for the 
prosecution of the enterprise, while.full of prospective conquest 
to Athens, was yet. more pregnant with future power and wealth 
to Alkibiades himself. Such chances would disappear if the ex
pedition could be prevented ; nor was it at all impossible that the 
Athenians, under the intense impression of religious terror conse
quent on the mutilation of the Hermre, might throw up the scheme 
altogether. Especially Nikias, exquisitely sensitive in his own 

1 Plutarch, Alkib. c. 18; Pseudo-Plutarch, Vit. X, Orator. p. 834, who 
professes to quote from Kratippus, an author nearly contemporary. The 
l'scudo-Plutarch, however, asserts, what cannot be true, that the Corin
thians emµloyed Leontine and Egestrean agents to destroy the Hermre. 
The Leontines and Egcstreans were exactly the pa1"ties who had greatest 
interest in getting the Sicilian expedition to start: they are the last persons 
whom the Corinthians would have chosen as instruments. The fact is, that 
no foreigners could well have done the deed: it required great familiarity 
with all the buildings, highways, and byways of Athens. 

The Athenian Philochorus (writing about the date 310--280 n.c.) ascribed 
the mutilation of the Hcrmro to the Corinthians ; if we may believe the 
scholiast on Aristophanes ; who, however, is not very careful, since he tells 
us that Thucydides ascribed that act to Alkibiadcs ancl his friends; which is 
not trne (Philochor. Frag. llO, eel. Didot; Schol. Aristoph. Lysistr. 1091). 

http:temptation.to
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religious conscience, and never hearty in his wish for going, a 
fact perfectly known to the enemy,1 would hasten to consult his 
prophets, and might reasonably be expected to renew his opposi
tion on the fresh ground offered to him, or at least to claim delay 
until the offended gods should have been appeased. "'\Ve may 
judge how much such a proceeding was in the line of his charac
ter, and of the Athenian character, when we find him, two years 
afterwards, with the full concurrence of his soldiers, actually 
sacrificing the last opportunity of safe retreat for the half-ruined 
Athenian army in Sicily, and refusing even to allow the proposi
tion to be debated, in consequence of an eclipse of the moon; 
and )Vhen we reflect that Spartans and other Greeks frequently 
renounced public designs if an earthquake happened before the 
execution.2 

But though the chance of setting aside the expedition altogether 
might reasonably enter into the plans of the conspirators, as a 
likely consequence of the intense shock inflicted on the religious 
mind of Athens, and especially of Nikias, this calculation was not 
realized. Probably matters had already proceeded too far even 
for Nikias to recede. Notice had been sent round to all the 
allies; forces were already on their way to the rendezvous at 
Korkyra; the Argeian and l\Iantineian allies were arriving at 
Peirmus to embark. So much the more eagerly did the conspir
ators proceed in the other part of their plan, to work that exag
gerated religious terror, which they had themselves artificially 
brought about, for the ruin of Alkibiades. 

Few men in Athens either had or deserved to have a greater 
number of enemies, political as well as private, than Alkibiad6s; 
many of them being among the highest citizens, whom he offended 
by his insolence, and whose liturgies ancl other customary exhi
bitions he outshone by his reckless expenditure. His importance 
had been already so much increased, and threatened to be so 
much more increased, by the Sicilian enterprise, that they no 
lor.ger observed any measures in compassing his ruin. That 
which the mutilators of the IIermm seem to have deliberately 
planned, his other enemies were ready to turn to profit. 

1 Thucycl. vi, 34. 

9 See Thucyd. v, 45; v, 50; viii, 5. Xenophon, Hellen. iv, 7, 4. 
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Amidst the mournful dismay spread by the discovery of so 
unparalleled a sacrilege, it appeared to the Athenian people, - as 
it would have appeared to the ephors at Sparta, or to the rulers 
in every oligarchical city of Greece, - that it was their para
mount and imperative duty to detect anJ punish the authors. So 
long as these latter were walking about unknown and unpunished, 
the temples were JefileJ by their presence, and the whole city 
was accounted under the displeaaure of the gods, who would 
inflict upon it heavy public misfortunes.I Under this displeasure 
every citizen felt himself comprehended, so that the sense of 
public security as well as of private comfort were alike unap
peased, until the offenders should be discovered and atonement 
made by punishing or expelling them. Large rewards were 
accordingly proclaimed to any person who could give information, 
and even impunity to any accomplice whose confession might lay 
open the plot. Nor did the matter stop here. Once under this 
painful shock of religious and political terror, the Athenians 
became eager talkers and listeners on the subject of other recent 
acts .of impiety. Every one was impatient to tell all that he 
knew, and more than he knew, about such incidents; while to 
exercise any strict criticism upon the truth of such reports, would 
argue weakness of faith and want of religious zeal, rendering the 
critic himself a suspected man, "metuunt dubitasse videri." To 

1 See the remarkable passage in the contemporary pleading of Antiphon 
on a trial for homicide (Orat. ii, Tetralog. I. I, 10). 

'Auvµ'f!opov {)' vµiv forl TOVOe µtapov Kat uvayvov ovra el!,' TU Teµ€v1} TWV 
{)ewv efotOVTa µiaivetv Tliv ayveiav aVTWV erri Te TU!,' aVTU!,' Tparre,a!,' lovra 
(JV)'KaTarriµrrlcavaL TOV!,' uvatTlOV!;" EK yup TOVTIJV ai re 
U. 1' op i a i y i yv ov Tat ovu r v xei !,' 'iJ' al rr pa; e i !,' Ka i'1 i u Ta v rat, 
0 l Kei av ovv xrli •liv Tlµ(,) pi av i1 y T/ (J aµ€ v 0 v !,', avrfi> TOVT<,J TU TOVTOV 
aue(3~µara avat1tvra!,', loiav µ'ev TT,v uvµ'f!opuv Kai'1apuv oe rliv 1r0Alv Karau
Ti'/<JaL. 

Compare Antiphon, De Coode Herodis, sect. 83, and Sophok!Cs, <Edip. 
Tyrann. 26, 96, 170. as to the miseries which befell a country, so long as 
the person guilty of homicide remained to pollute the soil, and until he was 
slain or expelled. See also Xenophon, lliero, iv, 4, and l'lato, Legg. x, p. 
885-910, at the beginning and the end of the tenth book. Plato ranks 
(v(Jpi~) outrage against sacred objects as the highest and most guilty species 
of v(Jpt!,' ; deserving the severest punishment. He considers that the 
person committing such impiety, unless he be punished or banished, brings 
evil and the anger of the gods upon the whole population. 
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rake out and rigorously visit all such offenders, and thus to 
display an earnest zeal for the honor of the gods, was accounted 
one auxiliary means of obtaining absolution from them for the 
recent outrage. Hence an additional puulic vote was passed, 
promising rewards and inviting information from all witnesses, 
citizens, metics, or even slaves, - respecting any previous acts of 
impiety which might have come within their cognizance,1 but at 
the same time providing that informers who· gave false deposi
tions should be punished capitally.2 

The Senate of Five Hundred were invested with full powers 
of action; while Diognetus, Peisander, Charikles, and others, were 
named commissioners for receiving and prosecuting inquiries, and 
puulic assemblies were held nearly every day to receive reports.a 
The first informations received, however, did not relate to the 
grave and recent mutilation of the Ilerm;-c, bnt to analogous inci
dents of older date; to certain defacements of other statues, 
accomplished in drunken frolic ; and above all, to ludicrous cer
emonies celebrated in various houses,4 by parties of revellers 

1 Thucyd. vi, 27. 2 Andoki<les de Mysteriis, sect . .20. 
3 Andokides de Mystcriis, sects. 14, 15, 36; Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 18. 
4 Those who are disposed to imagine that the violent feelings and pro· 

ceedings at Athens by tlie mutilation of the Jlermre were the consequence 
of her democratical government, may be reminded of an analogous event ot 
modem times from which we are not yet separated by a century. 

In the year 1766, at Abbeville in France, two young gentlemen of good 
family-the Chevalier <l'Etallonde and Chevalier de la Barre-were tried, 
convicted, and condemned for having injured a wooden crucifix which stood 
on the bridge of that town: in aggravation of this offence they were charged 
with having sung indecent songs. The evidence to prove these points was 
exceedingly doubtful ; nevertheless, both were condemned to have their 
tongues cut out by the roots, to have their right hands cut off at the church 
gate, then to he tied to a post iu the market-place >vith an iron chain, and 
burnt by a slow fire. This sentence, after being submitted by way of appeal 
to the Parliament of Paris, and by them co;ilirme<l, was actually executed 
upon the Chevalier de la Barre-d'Etallondc havi:1g escaped-in July, 
li66; with this mitigation, thnt he was allowed to be deeapi;ated before he 
was burnt; but at the same time with this aggravation, that, he was put to 
the tortnro, onlinary aml extraordinary, to compel him to disclose his 
accomplices (Voltaire, llelation <le la Mort du Chevalier <le la Barre, 
<Euvrcs, vol. xiii, pp. 361-379, ed. Benchot: also Voltaire, Le Cri du Sang 
Innocent, vol. xii, p. 133)_ 
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caricaturing and divulging the Eleusinian mysteries. It was 
under this latter head that the first impeachment was preferred 
against Alkibiades. 

So fully were the preparations of the armament now com
plete, that the trireme of Lamachus - who was doubtless more 
diligent about the military details than either of his two col
leagues - was already moored in the outer harbor, and the last 
public assembly was held for the departing officers,1 who proba
bly laid before their countrymen an imposing account of the 
force assembled, when Pythonikus rose to impeach Alkibiades. 
" Athenians," said he, "you are going to despatch this great 
force and incur all this hazard, at a moment when I am pre-

I extract from this treatise a passage showing how - as in this mutilation 
of the Hermro at Athens -the occuJTence of one act of sacrilege turns 
men's imagination, belief, and talk, to others, real or imaginary:

" Tandis que Belleval ourilissoit secretement cette trame, il arriva mal
heureusement que le crucifix de bois, pose sur le pont d'Abbeville, etoit 
endommage, et l'on souVionna que des soldats ivres avoieut commis cette 
insolence impie. 

"Malheureusement l'eveque d'Amicns, etant aussi eveque d'Abbeville, 
donna a cette aventure une celebrite et uue importance qu'elle ne meritoit 
pas. Il fit lancer des monitoires: il vint faire une procession solennelle 
aupres du crucifix; et on ne parla en Abbeville que de sacrileges pendant une 
annee entiere. On disoit qu'il se formoit une nouvelle secte qui brisoit !es 
crucifix, qui jettoit par terre toutes Jes hosties, et Jes per~oit acoups de 
couteaux. On assuroit qu'ils avoient repandu beaucoup de sang. II y eut 
des femmes qui crurcnt en avoir ete temoins. On renouvela tous loo contes 
calomnicux repamlues contre Jes Juifs dans taut de villes de l'Enrope. 
Yous connoissez, Monsieur, jusqu'a quel point la populace pmie la credu· 
lite ct le fanatisme, toujours encourage" par les moines. 

"La procedure une fois commencee, il y eut une foule de delations. 
Chacun disoit ce qu'il avoit vu ou cru voir-ce qu'il avoit entendu ou cru 
entendre." 

It will be recollected that the sentence on the Chevalier de la Barre was 
passed, not by the people, nor by any popular judicature, but by a limited 
court of professional judges sitting at Abbeville, and afterwards confirmed 
by the Parlement de Paris, the first tribunal of professional judges in 
France. 

1 Andokides (De Myster. s. 11) marks this time minutely- 'Hv µ"tv yap 
l«KA71aia Toi~ arpaTTJyoir TOi(' ek 'r.tKtAiav, NtKi(l Kat Aaµux't' Kat 'AAKt{3iuoy, 
IWL Tpt71prir f1 aTpaT71yir nrJT/ t;wpµtt &Aaµuxov. uvaaTil, oe IIv.J6vtK0' tv T/il 
o~µ~> tl1rtV 1 etc. 
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pared to show you that your general Alkibiades is one of the 
profaners of the holy mysteries, in a private house. Pass a vote 
of impunity, and I will produce to you forthwith a slave of one 
here present, who, though himself not initiated in the mysteries, 
shall repeat to you what they are. Deal with me in any way 
you choose, if my statement prove untrue." 'While Alkibiades 
strenuously denied the allegation, the prytanes - senators pre
siding over the assembly, according to the order determined by . 
lot for that year among the ten tribes - at once made proclama
tion for all uninitiated citizens to depart from the assembly, and 
went to fetch the slave -Andromachus by name - whom Py
thonicus had indicated. On being introduced, Andromachus 
deposed before the assembly that he had been with his master in 
the house of Polytion, when Alkibiades, Nikiades, and J'.Ieletus, 
went through the sham celebration of the mysteries; many other 
persons being present, and especially three other slaves besides 
himself. We must presume that he verified this affirmation by 
describing what the mysteries were which he had seen, the test 
which Pythonikus had offered.I 

Such was the first direct attack made upon Alkibiades by his 
enemies. Pythonikus, the demagogue Androkles, and other 
speakers, having put in evidence this irreverent proceed.ing, 
probably in substance true, - enlarged upon it with the strongest 
invective, imputed to him many other acts of the like character, 
and even denounced him as cognizant of the recent mutilation 
of the Ilermre. All had been done, they said, with _a view to 
accomplish his purpose of subverting the democracy, when bereft 
of its divine protectors; a purpose manifested by the constant 
tenor of his lawless, overbearing, antipopular demeanor. In
famous as this calumny was, so far as regarded the mutilation of 
the Ilermre, -for whatever else Alkibiades may have done, of 
that act he was unquestionably innocent, being the very person 
who had most to lose by it, and whom it ultimately ruined,
they calculated upon the reigning excitement to get it accredited, 
and probably to procure his deposition from the command, pre
paratory to public trial. But in spite of all the disquietude 
arising from the recent sacrilege, their expectations were de

1 Andokid. de Myster. s. 11-13. 
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feated. The strenuous denial of Alkibiades, aided by his very 
peculiar position as commander of the armament, as well as by 
the reflection that the recent outrage tended rather to spoil his 
favorite projects in Sicily, found general credence. The citizens 
enrolled to serve, manifested strong disposition to stand by him ; 
the allies from Argos and 1\Iantincia were known to have em
braced the service chiefly at his instigation; the people generally 
had become familiar with him as the intended conqueror in 
Sicily, and were loth to be balked of this project. From all 
these circumstances, his enemies, finding little diRposition to wel
come the accusations which they preferred, were compelled to 
postpone them until a more suitable time,! 

But Alkibiades saw full well the danger of having such charges 
hanging over his head, and the peculiar advantage which he 
derived from his accidental position at the moment. He im
plore9. the people to investigate the charges at once ; proclaiming 
his anxiety to stand trial and even to suffer death, if found guilty, 
- accepting the command only in case he should be acquitted, 
- and insisting above all things on the mischief to the city, of 
sending him on such an expedition with the charge undecided, 
as well as on the hardship to himself, of being aspersed by 
calumny during his absence, without power of defence. Such 
appeals, just and reasonable in themselves, and urged with all the 
vehemence of a man who felt that the question was one of life or 
death to his future prospects, were very near prevailing. His 
enemies could only defeat them by the trick of putting up fresh 
~peakers, less notorious for hostility to Alkibiades. These men 
affected a tone of candor, deprecated the delay which would be 
occasioned in the departure of the expedition, if he were put 
upon his trial forthwith, and proposed deferring the trial until a 
certain number of days after his return.2 Such was the determi

1 Thucyd. vi, 29. Isokratcs (Orat. xvi, De Iligis, sects. 7, 8) represents 
these proceedings before the departure for Sicily, in a very inaccurato 
manner. 

• Thucyd. ;i, 29. 01 cl' fxlJpo1, &oiorei- r6 TE arparevµa, µq eiivovv l;p;, 
~v 7,ori aywvi(rirai, /j Te o~µor; µ~ µal.aKi(rirat, lJeparrevwv OTL Ol' lt<eivov oZ r 
'ApyeioL gvvtarpurevov Kat TWV MavTiviwv T!VE(, arrfrptrrov 1cal arri'arrevoov, 
uAAll v' pij T 0 par; Ev Liv TE" Ot lA.eyov vvv µev_rrA.eiv avrilv Kat µq Karaa· 
;rtZv T~V uywy~v, t'),{J6vra oe Kpivea1'1ai ev i;µipat, Prirai( {JovA.6µevoi t/(, 
' fOL. VJJ, 8* 12oc. 
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nation ultimately adopted ; the supporters of Alkibiades probably 
not fully appreciating its consequences, and conceiving that the 
speedy departure of the expedition was advisable even for his 
interest, as well as agreeable to their own feelings. And thus 
his enemies, though baflled in their first attempt to bring on his 
immediate ruin, carried a postponement which insured to them 
leisure for thoroughly poisoning the public mind against him, 
and choosing their own time for his trial. They took care to _ 
keep back all farther accusation until he and the armament had 
departed.1 

µei,ovor oia{3o')..1Jr, ~v EµeAAov f>ii,ov UVTOV U1rOVTor 1r0pteiv, µerfmtµ1rTOV KO
uun%vra avrov uywviuau&at; 

Compare Plutarch, Alkib. c. 19. 
1 The account which Andokides gives of the first accusation agninst Al

kibiades by Pythonikus, in the assembly, prior to the departure of the fleet, 
presents the appearance of being substantially correct, and I have followed 
it in the text. It is in harmony with the more brief indications of Thu
cydides. But when Andokidcs goes on to say, that "in consequence of 
this information, Polystratus was seized and put to death, while the rest of 
the parties denounced fled, and were condemned to death in their absence," 
(sect. 13,) this cannot be true. Alkibiades most certainly did not flee, and 
was not condemned at that time. If Alkibiades was not then tried, neither 
could the other persons have been tried, who were denounced as his accom
plices in the same offence. My belief is that this information, having been 
first presented by the enemies of Alkibiades before the sailing of the fleet, 
was dropped entirely for that time, both against him and against his ac
complices. It was afterwards resumed, when the information of Andokides 
himself had satisfied the Athenians on the question of the Hermokopids : 
and the impeachment presented by Thessalus son of Kirnon against Alki
biades, was founded, in part at least, upon the information presented by 
Andromachus. 

If Polystratus was put to death at all, it could only have been on this 
second bringing forward of the charge, at the time when Alkibiades was 
sent for and refused to come home. But we may well doubt whether ha 
was put to death at that time or on that ground, when we see how inaccu
rate the statement of Andokides is as to the consequences of the information 
of Andromachus. He mentions Panretius as one of those who fled in con
sequence of that information, and were condemned in their absence: but 
Panretius appears afterwards, in the very same speech, as not having fled at 
that time (sects. 13, 52, 67). Harpokratiou states (v. Ilo')..iiurparor), on the 
authority of an oration ascribed to Lysias, that Polystratns was put to 
death on the charge of having been concerned in the mutilation of the 
Hermie. This is quite different from the statement of Andokides, and would 
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The spectacle of its departure was indeed so imposing, and the 
moment so full of anxious interest, that it banished even the 
recollection of the recent sacrilege. The entire armament was 
not mustered at Athens; for it had been judged expedient to 
order most of the allied contingents to rendezvous at once at 
Korkyra. But the Athenian force alone was astounding to 
behold. There were one hundred triremes, sixty of which were 
in full trim for rapid nautical movement, while the remaining forty 
were employed as transports for the soldiers. There were fifteen 
hundred select citizen hoplites, chosen from the general muster
roll, and seven hundred Thetes, or citizens too poor to be included 
in the muster-roll, who served as hoplites on shipboard,- epibatx, 
or marines, - each with a panoply furnished by the state. To 
these must be added, five hundred Argeian and two hundred and 
fifty l\lantineian hoplites, paid by Athens and transported on 
board Athenian ships.I The number of horsemen was so small, 
that all were conveyed in a single horse tran~port. But the con
dition, the equipment, the pomp both of wealth and forre, visible 
in the armament, was still more impressive than the nun..ber. At 
daybreak on the day appointed, when all the ships were ready 
in Peirams, for departure, the military force was marched down 
in a body from the city and embarked. They were accompanied 
by nearly the whole population, metics and foreigners as well as 
citizens, so that the appearance was that of a collectfre emigra
tion, like the flight to Salamis sixty-five years before. While the 
crowd of foreigners, brought thither by curiosity, were amazed 
by the grandeur of the spectacle, the citizens accompanying were 
moved by deeper and more stirring anxieties. Their sons, brothers, 
relatives, and friends, were just starting on the longest and largest 
enterprise which Athens had ever undertaken; against an island 
extensive as well as powerful, known to none of them accurately, 
and into a sea of undefined possibilities ; glory anrl profit on the 
one side, but hazards of unassignable magnitude on the other. 
At this final parting, ideas of doubt and danger became far more 
painfully present than they had been in any of the preliminary 

lead us to suppose that Polystratus was one of those agruust whom Audok
ides himself informed. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 43; vii, 57. 
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discussions; and in spite of all the reassuring effect of the unri
valled armament before them, the relatives now separating at the 
water's edge could .not banish the dark pre5entiment that they 
were bidding each other farewell for the last time. 

The moment immediately succeeding this farewell- when all 
the soldiers were already on board, and the keleustes was on the 
point of beginning his chant to put the rowers in motion - was 
peculiarly solemn and touching. Silence having been enjoined 
and obtained by sound of trumpet, both the crews in every ship 
and the spectators on shore followed the voice of the herald in 
praying to the gods for succes,;, and in singing the pman. On 
every deck were ~een bowls of wine prepared, out of which the 
officers and the epibatre made libations, with goblets of silver and 
gold. At length the final signal was given, and the whole fleet 
quitted Peirreus in single file, displaying the exuberance of their 
yet untried force by a race of speed as far as .lEgina.L Never in 
Grecian history was an invocation more unanimous, emphatic, 
and imposing, addres$ed to the gods; never was the refusing nod 
of Zeus more stern or peremptory. All these details, given by 
Thucydides, of the triumphant promise which now issued from 
Peirreus, derive a painful interest from their contrast with the 
sad issue which will hereafter be unfolded. 

The fleet made straight for Korkyra, where the contingents of 
the maritime allies, with the ships for burden and provisions, 
were found assembled. The armament thus complete was p~ssed 
in review, and found to comprise one hundred and thirty-four 
triremes with two Rhodian pentekonters; five thousand one hun
dred hoplites; four hundred and eighty bowmen, eighty of them 
Kretan; seven hundred Rhodian slingers; and one hundred and 
twenty Megarian exiles serving as light troops. Of vessels of 
burden, in attendance with provisions, muniments of war, bakers, 
masons, and carpenters, etc., the number was not less than five 
hundred; besides which, there was a considerable number of pri
vate trading-ships, following it voluntarily for purposes of profit.2 
Three fast-sailing triremes were despatched in advance to ascer
tain which of the cities in Italy and Sicily would welcome the 
arrival of the armament ; and especially to give notice at Egesta, 

TlmcyJ. vi, 32 ; Diodor. xiii, 3. ~ Thucyd. vi, 44: I 
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that the succor solicited was now on its way, requiring at the 
same time that the money promised by the Egesta:ans should be 
produced. Having then distributed by lot the armament into 
three divisions, one under each of the generals, Nikias, Alkibi
ades, and Lamachus, they crossed the Ionic gulf from Korkyra to 
the Iapygian promontory. 

In their progress southward along the coast of Italy to Rhe
gium, they met with a very cold reception from the various Gre
cian cities. None would receive them within their walls or even 
sell them provisions without. The utmost which they would 
grant was, the liberty of' taking moorings and of watering; and 
even thus much was denied to them both at Tarentum and at the 
Epizephyrian Lokri. At Rhegium, immediately on the Sicilian 
strait, though the town-gate was still kept shut, they were so far 
more hospitably treated, that a market of provisions was furnished 
to them, and they were allowed to encamp in the sacred precinct 
of Artemis, not far from the walls. They here hauled their ships 
ashore and took repose until the return of the three scout-ships 
from Egesta; while the generals entered into negotiation with 
the magistrates and people of Rhegium, endeavoring to induce 
them to aid the armament in reestablishing the dispossessed 
Leontines, who were of common Chalki<lian origin with them
selves. But the answer returned was discouraging. The Rhe
gines would promise nothing more than neutrality, and coopera
tion in any course of policy which it might suit the other Italian 
Greeks to adopt. Probably they, as well as the other Italian 
Greeks, were astonished and intimidated by the magnitude of the 
newly-arrived force, and desired to leave themselves open latitude 
of conduct for the future, not without mistrust of Athens and her 
affected forwardness for the restoration of the Leontines. To the 
Athenian generals, however, such a negative from Rhegium was 
an unwelcome disappointment ; for that city had been the ally of 
Athens in the last war, and they had calculated on the operation 
of Chalkidic sympathies.I 

It was not until after the muster of the Athenians at Korkyra, 
about July 41.5 B.c., that the Syracusans became thoroughly con
vinced both of their approach, and of the extent of their designs 

1 Thnryd. vi, 44-46. 
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against Sicily. Intimation had indeed reached Syracnse, from 
several quarters, of the resolution taken by the Athenians in the 
preceding l\Iarch to assist Egesta and Leontini, and of the prep
arations going on in consequence. There was, however, a pre
vailing indisposition to credit such tidings. Nothing in the state 
of Sicily held out any encouragement to Athenian ambition: the 
Leontincs could give no aid, the Egesta:ans very little, and that 
little at the opposite corner of the island; while the Syracusans 
considered themselves fully able to cope with any force which 
Athens was likely to send. Some derided the intelligence as 
mere idle rumor; others anticipated, at most, nothing more 
serious than the expedition sent from Athens ten years before.I 
No one could imagine the new eagerness and obstinacy with 
which she had just thrown herself into the scheme of Sicilian 
conquest, nor the formidable armament presently about to start. 
Nevertheless, the Syracusan generals thought it their duty to 
make preparations, and strengthen . the military condition of the 
state.2 

Hermokrates, however, whose information was more complete, 
judged these preparations insufficient, and took advantage of a 
public assembly - held seemingly about the time that the Athe
nians were starting from Peirreus - to impress such conviction 
on his countrymen, as well as to correct their incredulity. Ile 
pledged his own credit that the reports which had been circulated 
were not merely true, but even less than the full truth ; that the 
Athenians were actually on their way, with an armament on the 
largest scale, and vast designs of conquering all Sicily. While 
he strenuously urged that the city should be put in immediate 

t Thucyd. vi, 32-35. Mr. :Mitford observes : " It is not specified by his
torians, but the account of Thucydides makes it evident, that there had 
been a revolution in the government of Syracuse, or at least a great change 
in its administration, since the oligarchical Leontines were admitted to the 
rights of Syracusan citizens (ch. xviii, sect. iii, vol. iv, p. 46 ). The dcmo
cratical party now bore the sway,'' etc. 

I cannot imagine upon what passage of Thucydides Mr. Mitford founds 
this conjecture, which appears to me pure fancy. He had spoken of the 
government as a democracy before, he continues to speak of it as a democ
racy now, in the same unaltered vituperative strain. 

Thncyd. vi, 41. ril oe Kal tmµeµe'A~µdJa fiori, etc. I 
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condition for repelling a most formidable invasion, be deprecated 
all alar!Il as to the result, and held out the firmest assurances of 
ultimate triumph. The very magnitude of the approaching 
force would intimidate the Sicilian cities and drive them into 
hearty defensive cooperation with Syracuse. Rarely indeed did 
any large or distant expedition ever succeed in its object, as 
might be seen from the failure of the Persians against Greece, 
by which failure Athens herself had so largely profited. Prep
arations, however, both effective and immediate, were indispen
sable; not merely at home, but by means of foreign missions, to 
the Sicilian and Italian Greeks, to the Sikels, and to the Cartha
ginians, who had for some time been suspicious of the un
measured aggressive designs of Athens, and whose immense 
wealth would now be especially serviceable, and to Lacedremon 
and Corinth, for the purpose of soliciting aid in Sicily, as well as 
renewed invasion of Attica. So confident did he (Hermokrates) 
feel of their powers of defence, if properly organized, that he 
would even advise the Syracusans with their Sicilian! allies to 
put to sea at once, with all their naval force and two months' 
provisions, and to sail forthwith to the friendly harbor of Taren
tum, from whence they would be able to meet the Athenian 
fleet and prevent it even from crossing the Ionic gulf from Kor
kyra. They would thus show that they were not only determined 
on defence, but even forward in coming to blows : the only way 
of taking down the presumption of the Athenians, who now 
speculated upon Syracusan lukewarmness, because they had 
rendered no aid to Sparta when she solicited it at the begin
ning of the war. The Syracusans would probably be able to 

Thucyd. vi, 34. ·o oi: µal.turn lyw Te voµl!;w lrriKatpov, {J µel t; de d t il 
TO Eiiv,,-&et; ~uvxov ~KtUT' 11v b;twt; rret-&otu-&e, oµwt; Elp~ueTat. 

That "habitual quiescence" which Hermokrates here predicates of his 
countrymen, forms a remarkable contrast with the restless activity, and in
tcrmeddling carried even to excess, which Pcrikles and Nikias deprecate in 
the Athenians (Thucyd. i, 144; vi, 7). Both of the governments, however, 
were democratical. This serves as a lesson of caution respecting general 
predications about all democracies ; for it is certain that one democracy 
differed in many respects from another. It may be doubted, however, 
whether the attribute here ascribed by Hermokrates to his countrymen was 
really desen·ed, to the extent which his language implies. 
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deter or obstruct the advance of the expedition until winter 
approached: in which case Nikias, the alilest of the three gen
erals, who was understood to have undertaken the scheme against 
his own consent, would prolialily avail himself of" the pretext to 
return.I 

Though these opinions of Hermokrates were espoused farther 
by various other citizens in the assembly, the greater number of 
speakers held an opposite language, and placed little faith in his 
warnings. 'Ve have already noticed Hermokrates nine years 
before as envoy of Syracuse and chief adviser at the congress of 
Gela, - then, as now, watchful to bar the door against Athenian 
inte~ference in Sicily, - then, as now, belonging to the oligarchi
cal party, and of sentiments hostile to the exi$ting democratical 
constitution ; but brave as well as intelligent in foreign affairs. 
A warm and even angry debate arose upon his present speech.2 
Though there was nothing, in the words of Ilermokrates himself, 
disparaging either to the democracy or to the existing magis
trates, yet it would seem that his partisans who spoke after him 
must have taken up a more criminative tone, and must have 
exaggerated that which he characterized as the "habitual quies
cence" of the Syracusans, into contemptible remissness and 
disorganization under those administrators and generals, charac
terized as worthless, whom the democracy preferred. Amidst 
the speakers, who, in replying to Ilermokrates and the others, 
indignantly repelled such insinuations and retorted upon their 
authors, a citizen named Athenagoras was the most distinguished. 
He was at this time the leading democratical politician, and the 
most popular orator, in Syracuse.3 

1 Thucyd. vi, 33--36. 
t Thucyd. vi, 32-35. TWV oe l:.vpa1Co<rlc.1v 0 o~µor tv 1!"0AA~ 1rpor aA./,~A.ov~ 

lpuli i)aav, etc. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 35. 1rapeA.1'1i:iv o' ahoir ,A1'1rivay6par. &, o~µov Te 1rp0<1TUT1Jr 

i)v Kat i:v Ti/J 1rapovn m11avwraror roir 1roA.A.olr, lA.eye roiaae, etc. 
The position ascribed here to Athenagoras seems to be the same as that 

which is assigned to Kleon at Athens-avi'/p 011µaywyor Kar' tKeivov rilv 
xpovov wv Kat ri;J 1r'Ai/1'1ei m1'1avwraror, etc. (iv, 21.) 

Neither ofiµov 1rp0<1rar11r. nor oriµaywyor, denotes any express functions, 
or titular office (see the note of Dr. Arnold), at least in these places. It is 
possible that there may have been some Grecian town constitutions, in 

http:aA./,~A.ov
http:l:.vpa1Co<rlc.1v
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".Every one! (said he), except only cowards and ba<l citizens, 
must wbh that the Athenians would be fools enough to come 
here and put themselves into our power. The tales which you 
have just hear<l are nothing better than fabrications, got up to 
alarm you ; and I won<ler at the folly of these alarmists in fancy
ing that their machinations are not seen through.2 You will be 
too wise to take measure of the future from their reports: you 
will rather judge from what able men, such as the Athenians, are 
likely to do. Be assured that they will never leave behind them 
the Peloponnesians in menacing attitude, to come hither and 
court a fresh war not less formidable : indeed, I think they account 
themselves lucky that we, with our powerful citieg, have never 
come across to attack them. And if they should come, as it is 
pretended, they will find Sicily a more formi<lable foe than 
Peloponnesus: nay, our own city alone will be a match for twice 
the force which they can bring across. The Athenians, knowing 
all this well enough, will mind their own business, in spite of all 
the fictions which men on this side of the water conjure up, and 
which they have already trie<l often before, sometimes even worse 
than on the present occa8ion, in or<ler to terrify you, and get 
themselves nominated to the chief posts.3 One of these days, I 
fear they may even succeed, from our want of precautions before-

which there was nn office bearing that title: but this is a point which can· 
not be affirmed. Nor wouhl the words rJ~µov 7rpoar&r71r a.lways imply au 
equal degree of power: the person so desig-nated might have more power 
in one town than in another. Thus in Mcgara (iv, 67) it seems that the 
oligarchical party had recently been banished : the leaders of the popular 
party had become the most influential men in the city. See also iii, 70, 
Peithias at Korkyra. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 36-40. I give the substance of what is ascribed to Athe
nagoras by Thucydides, without binding myself to the words. 

2 Thucyd. Yi, 36. Tovr rJ' uyyO./,ovrar TU TOtaVra Kai 7repup6(3ovr i•µur 
'lrOlOVVTar ri/r µi:v TO~.µTJr OU -&avµ&l;w, Ti/C oi: cl;vvecriar, el µ~ oiovrat lvo71/co1 
elvat. 

3 Thucyd. vi, 38. 'Alclcii. rav,.a, wcrrrep lyw l.iyw, ol TE 'A-&71valot ytyvwcr· 
Kovre~, TU atperepil aVrWv, eV oicP Orl, aW,omn, Kal ivf>ivJe U.vdpe' oVre Ovra, 
ohe UV yevc!µeva, lcoyorrowvcrtv. Our tyw ov viiv 7rpwrov, uA.;l,' Uel trricrraµat, 
1/rot A.oyoir ye rowicroe, Kat !'rt ruvrwv Kaiwvpyorepotr, ~ lpyoir, /fovlcoµivovr 
KararrM;;avrar TO vµenpnv 7rlciJ-&or avrovr riJr r.6A.ewr upxew. Kai otclutKa 
µivrot uimore 'lrOAAii. 7retpwvrer Kai Karop-&wcrwcriv, etc. 
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hand. Such intrigues leave but short moments of tranquillity to 
our city; they condemn it to an intestine discorJ worse than 
foreign war, anJ have sometimes betrayeJ it even to despots and 
usurpers. However, if you will listen to me, I will try and 
prevent anything of this sort at present; by simple persuasion 
to you, by chastisement to these conspirators, and by watchful 
denunciation of the oligarchical pa1ty generally. Let me ask, 
indeed, what is it that you younger nobles covet? To get into 
command at your early age? The law forbids you, because you 
are yet incompetent. Or, do you wish not to be under equal laws 
with the many? But how can you pretend that citizens of the 
same city should not have the same rights? Some one will tell 
me' that democracy is neither intelligent nor just, and that the 

I Thucyd. vi, 39. </Jq<rEL Tl> Ol/µOKpaTiav ovu ~vverov oiir' foov elvat, rovr 
o' txovrar ru XP~µara Kal upxetv upt<rTa j3tArforovr. 'Eyw oi if>'lµt, 7rpwra 
µev, o~µoJJ ~l!fl1WV WVOµurn'fat, OAtyap;:i:iav Oi: µf:por· fr£Lra, if> VA a Ka> µ eV 
up t <r To Vr el v a l X p 1J µ aT w V T o ii r 7r Ao V <r [ o v !,", {3ovAevrrat o' av 
{Ji:/,,rirrra TOV!," ~VVeTOV!,", Kplvat cl' av <LKOV<ravrar uptrrra TOV!," 1!"0AAOV>" 1<a£ 
ravra bµoiwr Kat KaT<'t µipTJ Kat ;vµr.avra lv 011µ0Kpari{l lrroµotpelv. 

Dr. Arnold translates rpvAaKar XP~µarwv, "having the care of the public 
purse," as if it were ¢vlcaKar rwv 011µorriwv XP1/µurwv. But it seems to me 
that the words carry a larger sense, and refer to the private property of these 
rich men, not to their functions as keepers of what was collected from tax
ation or tribute. J,ooking at a rich mun from the point of view of the public, 
he is guardian of his own property until the necessities of the state require 
that he should spend more or less of it for the public defence or benefit : in 
the interim, he enjoys it as he pleases, but he will for his own interest take 
care that the property docs not perish (compare vi, 9). This is the service 
whieh he renders, quatmus, rich man, to the state; he may also serve it in 
other ways, but that would be by means of his personal qualities; thus he 
may, for example, be intelligent as well as rich ( ;vveror us well as 7r:lofowr), 
and then he may serve the state as counstlfor, the second of the two categories 
named by Athenagoras. "\Yhat that orator is here negativing is, the better 
title and superior fitness of the rich to exercise command, which was the 
claim put forward in their behalf. And he goes on to indicate what is their 
real position and service in a democracy; that they are to enjoy the revenue, 
and preserve the capital, of their wealth, subject to demands for public 
purposes when necessary, but not to expect command, unless they arc 
personally competent. Properly speaking, that which he here affirms is 
true of the small lots of property taken in the mass, as well as of the large, 
and is one of the grounds of defence of private property against com
munism. But the rich man's property is an appreciable item to the state, 
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rich are the persom best fitted to command. But I affirm, first, 
that the people are the sum total, and the oligarchy merely a 
fraction ; next, that rich men are the best trustees of the aggre
gate wealth existing in the community, - intelligent men, the 
best counsellors, - and the multitude, the best qualified for hear
ing and deciding after such advice. In a democracy, these 
functions, one and all, find their proper place. But oligarchy, 
though imposing on the multitude a full participation in all 
hazards, is not content even with an exorbitant share in the 
public advantages, but gra~ps and monopolizes the whole for 
itself.I This is just what you young and powerful men are 
aiming at, though you will never be able to keep it permanently 
in a city such as Syracuse. Be taught by me, or at least alter 
your views, and devote yourselves to the public advantage of our 
common city. Desist from practising, by reports such as these, 
upon the belief of men who know you too well to be duped. If 
even there be any truth in what you say, and if the Athenians 
do come, our city will repel them in a manner worthy of her 
reputation. She will not take you at your word, and choose you 
commanders, in order to put the yoke upon her own neck. She 
will look for l1erself, construe your communications for what 
they really mean, and, instead of suffering you to talk her out 
of her free government, will take effective precautions for main
taining it against you." 

Immediately after this vehement speec!i from Athenagoras, 
one of the strategi who presided in the assembly interposed; 
permitting no one else to speak, and abruptly closing the assem
bly, with these few words: "'Ve generals deprecate this inter
change of personal vituperation, and trust that the hearers 
present will not suffer themselves to be biased by it. Let us 
rather take care, in reference to the reports just communicated, 

individually taken; moreover, he is perpetually raising unjust pretensions 
to political power, so that it becomes necessary to define ho'v much he is 
really entitled to. 

Thncyd. vi, 39. ·o:tiyapxia oe TGJV µi:v KlVOVVc.JV Toi> 'll"OAJ.oi> µeraoi
Oc.Jc1l, TWV cl' iJ<jleAiµwv ov trAEOVEKTEi /lOVOV, u;i,},u Kat fvµrrav U'/JEAO,Ufv7/ l,);et. 
u vµi:Jv oZ TE ovvir.µevot Kat ol viot trpo{}vµovvrai, udvvara 
iv µeyaA1J rroAet Karauxeiv. 

I 
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that we be one and all in a condition to repel the invader. And 
even should the necessity not arise, there is no harm in strength
ening our public force with horses, arms, and the other muniments 
of war. JTe generals shall take upon ourselves the care and 
supervision of these matters, as well as of the missions to neigh
boring cities, for procuring information and for other objects. \Ve 
have, indeed, already busied ourselves for the purpose, and we 
shall keep you informed of what we learn." 

The language of Athenagoras, indicating much virulence of 
party feeling, lets us somewhat into the real working of politics 
among the Syracusan democracy. Athenagoras at Syracuse was 
like Kleon at Athens, the popular orator of the city. But he 
was by no means the most influential person, nor had he the 
principal direction of public affairs. Executive and magisterial 
functions belonged chiefly to Hermokrates and his partisans, the 
opponents of Athenagoras. Hermokrates has already appeared 
as taking the lead at the congress of Gela nine years before, and 
will be seen throughout the coming period almost constantly in 
the same position; while the political rank of Athenagoras is 
more analogous to that which we should call a leader of opposi
tion, a function of course suspended under pressing danger, so 
that we hear of him no more. At Athens as at Syracuse, the 
men who got to real power and handled the force and treasures 
of the state, were chiefly of the rich families, often of oligarchi
cal sentiments, acquiescing in the democracy as an uncomfortable 
necessity, and continually open to be solicited by friends or kins
men to conspire against it. Their proceedings were doubtless 
always liable to the scrutiny, and their persons to the animadver
sion, of the public assembly: hence arose the influence of the 
demagogue, such as Athenagoras and Kleon, the bad side of 
whose character is so constantly kept before the readers of Gre
cian history. By whatever disparaging epithets such character 
may be surrounded, it is in reality the distinguishing feature of a 
free government under all its forms, whether constitutional 
monarchy or democracy. By the side of the real political actors, 
who hold principal olfice and wield personal powers, there are 
always abundant censors and critics, - some better, others worse, 
in respect of honesty, candor, wisdom, or rhetoric, - the most 
distinguished of whom acquires considerable importance, though 
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holding a function essentially inferior to that of the authorized 
magistrate or general. 

1Ve observe here, that Athenagoras, far from being inclined to 
push the city into war, is averse to it, even beyond reasonable 
limit; and denounces it as the interested policy of the oligarchi
cal party. This may show how little it was any constant interest 
or policy on the part of the persons called demagogues, to involve 
their city in unnecessary wars: a charge which has been fre
quently advanced against them, because it so happens that Kleon, 
in the first half of the Peloponnesian war, discountenanced the 
propositions of peace between Athens and Sparta. "\Ve see by 
the harangue of Athenagoras that the oligarchical party were 
the usual promoters of war: a fact which we should naturally 
expect, seeing that the rich and great, in most communities,. have 
accounted the pursuit of military glory more conformable to their 
dignity than any other career. At Syracuse, the ascendency of 
Hermokrates was much increased by the invasion of the Athe
nians, while Athenagoras does not again appear. The latter was 
egregiously mistaken in his anticipations respecting the conduct 
of Athens, though right in his judgment respecting her true 
political interest. But it is very unsafe to assume that nations 
will always pursue their true political interest, where present 
temptations of ambition or vanity intervene. Positive informa
tion was in this instance a surer guide than speculations a pri"ori 
founded upon the probable policy of Athens. But that the im
putations advanced by Athenagoras against the oligarchical 
youth, of promoting military organization with a view to their 
own separate interest, were not visionary, may be seen by the 
analogous case of Argos, two or three years before. The 
democracy of Argos, contemplating a more warlike and aggres
sive policy, had been persuaded to organize and train the select 
regiment of one thousand hoplites, chosen from the oligarchical 
youth : within three years, this regiment subverted the demo
cratical constitution.I Now the persons, respecting whose de
signs Athenagoras expresses so much apprehension, were exactly 
the class at Syracuse corresponding to the select thousand at 
Argos. 

1 See above, in this volume, chap. lvi. 
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The political views, proclaimed in this remarkable Etpeech, are 
deserving of attention, though we cannot fully understand it 
without having before us those speeches to which it replies. Not 
only is democratical constitution forcibly contrasted with oli
garchy, but the separate places which it assigns ·to wealth, intel
ligence, and multitude, are laid down with a distinctness not 
unworthy of Aristotle. 

Even before the debate here adverted to, the Syracusan gen
erals had evidently acted upon views more nearly approaching to 
those of' Hermokrates than to those of Athenagoras. Already 
alive to the danger, they were apprized by their scouts when the 
Athenian armament was passing from Korkyra to Rhegium, and 
pushed their preparations with the utmost activity, distributing 
garrisons and sending envoys among their Sikel dependencies, 
while the force within the city was mustered and placed under 
all the conditions of war.I The halt of the Athenians at Rhegi
um afforded increased leisure for such equipment. That halt was 
prolonged for more than one reason. In the first place, Nikias 
and his colleagues wished to negotiate with the Rhegines, as well 
as to haul ashore and clean their ships: next, they awaited the 
return of the three scout-ships from Egesta: lastly, they had as 
yet formed no plan of action in Sicily. 

The ships from Egesta returned with disheartening news. 
Instead of the abundant wealth which had been held forth as 
existing in that town, and upon which the resolutions of the 
Athenians as to Sicilian operations had been mainly grounded, it 
turned out that no more than thirty talents in all could be pro
duced. \Vhat was yet worse, the elaborate fraud, whereby the 
Egestreans had duped the commissioners on their first visit, was 
now exposed ; and these commissioners, on returning to Rhegium 
from their second visit, were condemned to the mortification of 
proelaiming their own credulity, visited by seYere taunts and 
reproaches from the army. Disappointed in the source from 
whence they had calculated on obtaining money, -for it appears 
that both Alkibiades and Lamachus had sincerely relied on the 
pecuniary resources of Egcsta, though Nikias was always mis
trustful, - the generals now discussed their plan of action. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 45. 
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Nikias - availing himself of the fraudulent conduct on the 
part of the Egestrean allies, now become palpable - wished to 
circumscribe his range of operations within the rigorous letter of 
the vote which the Athenian assembly had passed. He proposed 
to sail at once against Selinus ; then, formally to require the 
Egestreans to provide the means of maintaining the armament, or, 
at least, of maintaining those sixty triremes which they them
selves had solicited. Since this requisition would not be realized, 
he would only tarry long enough to obtain from the Selinuntines 
some tolerable terms of accommodation with Egesta, and then 
return home ; exhibiting, as they sailed along, to all the maritime 
cities, this great display of Athenian naval force. And while he 
would be ready to profit by any opportunity which accident might 
present for serving the Leontines or establishing new alliances, 
he strongly deprecated any prolonged stay in the island for specu
lative enterprises, all at the cost of Athens.I 

Against this scheme Alkibiades protested, as narrow, timid, 
and disgraceful to the prodigious force with which they had been 
intrusted. He proposed to begin by opening negotiations with 
all the other Sicilian Greeks, - especially Messene, convenient 
both as harbor for their fleet and as base of their military opera
tions, - to prevail upon them to cooperate against Syracuse and 
Selinus. 1Vith the same view, he recommended establishing rela
tions with the Sikels of the interior, in order to detach such of 
them as were subjects of Syracu8e, as well as to insure supplies 
of provisions. As soon as it had been thus ascertained what 
extent of foreign aid might be looked for, he would open direct 
attack forthwith against Syracuse and Selinus ; unless, indeed, the 
former should consent to reestablish Leontini, and the latter to 
come to terms with Egesta.'l 

Lamachus, delivering his opinion last, dissented from both his 
colleagues. He advised, that they should proceed at once, with
out any delay, to attack Syracuse, and fight their battle under its 
walls. The Syracusans, he urged, were now in terror and only 
half-prepared for defence. :Many of their citizens, and much 

1 Thucyd. vi, 47; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 14. 
2 Thucyd. vi, 48. OvTwr ~OT/ ~vpaKovaair Kai ~eAtvoiivn lrrqe1pEiv, ~v 

(ll/ ol µev 'Eyearaiotr ;vµ(3aive.>a1v, ol oe Aeovrivovr lwat KaTOlKt~elV. 
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property, would be found still lingering throughout the neighbor
ing lands, not yet removed within the walls, and might thus Ile 
seized for the subsistence of their army; 1 while the deserted 
town and harbor of 1\Iegara, very near to Syracuse both by land 
and by sea, might be occupied by the fleet as a naval station. 
The imposing and intimidating effect of the armament, not less 
than its real efficiency, was now at the maximum, immediately 
after its arrival. If advantage were taken of this first impression 
to strike an instant blow at their principal enemy, the Syracusans 
would be found destitute of the courage, not less than of the 
means, to resist: but the longer such attack was delayed, the 
more this first impression of dismay would be effaced, giving 
place to a reactionary sentiment of indifference and even con
tempt, when the much-dreaded armament was seen to accomplish 
little or nothing. As for the other Sicilian cities, nothing would 
contribute so much to determine their immediate adhesion, as 
successful operations against Syracuse.2 

But Lamachus found no favor with either of the other two, 
and being thus compelled to choose between the plans of Alkibi
ades and Nikias, gave his support to that of the former, which 
was the mean term of the three. There can be no doubt-as 
far as it is becoming to pronounce respecting that which never 
reached execution - that the plan of Lamachus was far the best 
and most judicious ; at first sight, indeed, the most daring, but 
intrinsically the safest, easiest, and speediest, that could be sug
gested. For undoubtedly the siege and capture of Syracuse, 
was the one enterprise indispensable towards the promotion of 
Athenian views in Sicily. The sooner that was commenced, the 
more easily it would be accomplished : and its difficulties were in 
many ways aggravated, in no way abated, by those preliminary 
precautions upon which Alkibiades insisted. Anything like 
delay tended fearfully to impair the efficiency, real as well as 
reputed, of an ancient aggressive armament, and to animate as 
well as to strengthen those who stood on the defensive, a point 
on which we shall find painful evidence presently. The advice 
of Lamachus, alike soldier-like and far-sighted, would probably 

1 Compare iv, 104, describing the surprise of Amphipolis by Brasidas. 
• Thucyd. vi, 49. 
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have been approved and executed either by Ilrasidas or by De
mosthenes; while the dilatory policy still advocated by Alkibi
ades, even after the suggestion of Lamachus had been started, 
tends to show that if he was superior in military energy to one of 
his colleagues, he was not less inferior to the other. Indeed, 
when we find him talking of besieging Syracuse, unless the Syra
cusans would consent to the reestablishment of Leontini, it seems 
probable that he had not yet made up his mind peremptorily to 
besiege the city at all; a fact completely at variance with those 
unbounded hopes of conquest which he is reported as having con
ceived even at Athens. It is possible that he may have thought 
it impolitic to contradict too abruptly the tendencies of Nikias, 
who, anxious as he was chiefly to find some pretext for carrying 
back his troops unharmed, might account the proposition of Lam
achus too desperate even to be discussed. Unfortunately, the 
latter, though the ablest soldier of the three, was a poor man, of 
no political position, and little influence among the hoplites. Had 
he possessed, along with his own straightforward military energy, 
the wealth and family ascendency of either of his colleagues, the 
achievements as well as the fate of this splendid armament would 
have been entirely altered, and the Athenians would have entered 
Syracuse not as prisoners but as conquerors. 

Alkibiades, as soon as his plan had become adopted by 
means of the approval of Lamachus, sailed across the strait in his 
own trireme from Rhegium to l\fessene. Though admitted per
sonally into the city, and allowed to address the public assembly, 
he could not induce· them to conclude any alliance, or tO admit the 
armament to anything beyond a market of provisions without the 
walls. He accordingly returned back to Rhegium, from whence 
he and one of his colleagues immediately departed with sixty 
triremes for Naxos. The Naxians cordially received the arma
ment, which then steered southward along the coast of Sicily to 
Katana. In the. latter place the leading men and the general 
sentiment were at this time favorable to Syracuse, so that the 
Athenians, finding admittance refused, were compelled to sail 
farther southward and take their night-station at the mouth of 
the river Terias. On the ensuing day they made sail with their 
ships in single column immediately in front of Syracuse itself', 

VOJ,, VII. 9 13oc. 
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while an advanced squadron of ten triremes were even despatched 
into the Great Harbor, south of the town, for the purpose of sur
veying on this side the city with its docks and fortifications, and 
for the farther purpose of proclaiming from shipboard by the 
voice of the herald: "The Leon tines now in Syracuse are hereby 
invited to come forth without apprehension and join their friends 
and benefactors, the Athenians." After this empty display, they 
returned back to Katana.1 

We may remark that this proceeding was completely at vari
ance with the judicious recommendation of Lamachus. It tended 
to familiarize the Syracusans with the sight of the armament 
piece-meal, without any instant action, and thus to abate in their 
minds the terror-striking impression of its first arrival. 

At Katana, Alkibiades personally was admitted into the town, 
and allowed to open his case before the public assembly, as he 
had been at l\Iessene. Accident alone enabled him to carry his 
point, for the general opinion was averse to his propositions. 
While most of the citizens were in the assembly listening to his 
discourse, some Athenian soldiers without, observing a postern
gate carelessly guarded, broke it open. and showed themselves in 
the market-place. The town was thus in the power of the Athe
nians, so that the leading men who were friends of Syracuse 
thought themselves lucky to escape in safety, while the general 
assembly came to a resolution accepting the alliance proposed by 
Alkibiades.2 The whole Athenian armament was now conducted 
from Rhegium to Katana, which was established as head-quarters. 
Intimation was farther received from a party at Kamarina, that 
the city might be induced to join them, .if the armament showed 
itself: accordingly, the whole armament proceeded thither, and 
took moorings off the shore, while a herald was sent up to the 
city. But the Kamarimeans declined to admit the army, and 
declared that they would abide by the existing treaty ; which 
bound them to receive at any time one single ship, but no more, 
unless they themselves should ask for it. The Athenians. were 

1 Thucyd. vi, 50. 
• Polyamus (i, 40, 4) treats this acquisition of Katana as the result, not 

of accident, but of a preconcerted plot. I follow the account as given by 
Thucydides. 
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therefore obliged to return to Katana. Passing by Syracuse 
both going and returning, they ascertained the falsehood of a re
port that the Syracusans were putting a naval force afloat; 
moreover, they landed near the city and ravaged some of the 
neighboring lands. The Syracusan carnlry and light troops soon 
appeared, and a skirmish with trifling loss ensued, before the in
vaders retired to their ships,1 the first blood shed in this impor
tant struggle, and again at rnriance with the advice of Lama
chus. 

Serious news awaited them on their return to Katana. They 
found the public ceremonial trireme, called the Salaminian, just 
arrived from Athens, the bearer of a formal resolution of the 
assembly, requiring Alkibiades to come home and stand his trial 
for various alleged matters of irreligion combined with treason
able purposes. A few other citizens specified by name were 
commanded to come along with him under the same charge; but 
the trierarch of the Salaminian was especially directed to serve 
11im only with the summons, without any guard or coercion, so 
that he might return home in his own trireme.I! 

This summons, pregnant with momentous results both to 
Athens and to her enemies, arose out of the mutilation of the 
Herma~, described a few pages back, and the inquiries' instituted 
into the authorship of that deed, since the departure of the arma
ment. The extensive and anxious sympathies connected with so 
large a body of departing citizens, combined with the solemnity 
of the scene itself, had for the moment suspended the alarm 
caused by that sacrilege; but it speedily revived, and the people 
could not rest without finding out by whom the deed had been 
done. Considerable rewards, one thousand and even ten thousand 
drachms, were proclaimed to informers; of whom others soon 
appeared, in addition to the slave Andromachus, before men
tioned. A metic named Teukrus had fled from Athens, immedi
ately after the event, to Megara, from whence he sent intimation 
to the senate at Athens that he had himself been a party con
cerned in the recent sacrilege concerning the mysteries, as well 
as cognizant of the mutilation of the Hermre, and that, if impu
nity were guaranteed to him, he would come back and give full 

1 Thucyd. vi, 52. ll Thueyd. vi, 53-61. 
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information. A vote of the senate was immediately passed to 
invite him. He denounced by name eleYen persons as having 
been concerned, jointly with himself, in the mock-celebration of 
the Eleusinian mysteries, and eighteen different persons, himself 
not being one, as the violators of the Ilerm~. A woman named 
Agariste, daughter of Alkm~onides, - these names bespeak her 
great rank and family in the city, - deposed farther that Alki
biades, Axiochus, and Adeimantus, had gone through a parody 
of the mysteries in a similar manner, in the house of Charmides. 
And lastly Lydus, slave of a citizen named Pherekles, stated 
that the like scene had been enacted in the house of his master 
in the deme Themakus, giving the names of the parties present, 
one of whom- though asleep, and unconscious of what was 
passing - he stated to Le Leogoras, the father of Andokides.l 
Of the parties named in these different depositions, the greater 
number seem to have fled from the city at once; but all who re
mained we1·e put into prison to stand future trial.2 Those inform

1 Andokides de Mystcriis, sects. 14, 15, 35. In reference to the deposi
tion of Agariste, Andokides again includes Alkibiades among those who 
fled into banishment in consequence of it. Unless we are to suppose 
another AlkibiadCs, not the generai in Sicily, this statement cannot be true. 
There was another Alkibiades, of the deme Phcgus : bnt Andokides in 
mentioning him afterwards (sect. 65), specifics his deme. He was cousin 
of Alkibiades, and was in exile at the same time with him (Xenoph. Hellen. 
i, 2, 13). 

• Andokides (sects. 13--34) affirms that some of the persons, accused by 
Teukrus as mutilators of the Hermre, were put to death upon his deposi
tion. But I contest his accuracy on this point. For. Thucydides recog
nizes no one as having been put to death except those against whom An
dokides himself informed (see vi, 27, 53, 61). He dwells particularly upon 
the numher of persons, and persons of excellent character, imprisoned on 
suspicion ; but he mentions none as having been put to death except those 
against whom Andokides gave testimony. He describes it as a great 
liarshness, and as an extraordinary proof of the reigning excitement, that 
the Athenians shonld have detained so many persons upon suspicion, on 
the evidence of informers not entitled to credence. But he wonld not have 
specified this detention as extraordinary harshness, if the Athenians had 
gone so far as to put individuals to death upon the same evidence. Besides, 
to put these men to death would have defeated their own object, the full 
and entire disclosure of the plot and the conspirators. The ignorance in 
which they were of their internal enemies, was among the most agonizing 
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ers received the promised rewards, after some debate as to the 
parties entitled to recefre the reward; for Pythonikus, the citizen 
who had produced the slave Andromachus, pretended to the first 
claim, while Androkles, one of the senators, contended that the 
senate collectively ought to receive l the money; a strange pre
tension, which we do not know how he justified. At last, how
ever, at the time of the Panathenaic festival, Andromachus the 
slave received the first reward of ten thousand drachms; Teu
krus the metic, the second reward of one thousand drachms. 

A large number of citizens, many of them of the first consider
ation in the city, were thus either lying in prison or had fled into 
exile. But the alarm, the agony, and the suspicion, in the public 
mind, went on increasing rather than diminishing. The infor
mation hitherto received had been all partial, and, with the ex
ception of Agariste, all the informants had been either slaves or 
metics, not citizens; while Teukrus, the only one among them 
who had stated anything respecting the mutilation of the IIermre, 
did not profess to be a party concerned, or to know all those who 
were.2 The people had heard only a succession of disclosures, 
all attesting a frequency of irreligious acts, calculated to insult 
and banish the local gods who protected their country and consti
tution; all indicating that there were many powerful citizens 
bent on prosecuting such designs, interpreted as treasonable, yet 
none communicating any full or satisfactory idea of the Hermo

of all their sentiments ; and to put any prisoner to death until they anivcd, 
or believed themselves to ham arrived, at the knowledge of the whole, 
would tend so far to bar their own chance of obtaining evidence: ooi: oiJµoi; 
0 TUV , A{}1/vaiwv urJµevoi; "Aa/Jwv, iii; <iJero, TO rJarf>i:~, Kat OflVOll 'lr:OWVµevoi 
7r:poupov el roiii; l:rrt{3ov'Ji.evovrai- arf>wv r<;i 7r:/i.~{}a µi'/ efoovrai, etc. 

Wachsmuth says (p. 194): "The bloodthirsty dispositions of the people 
had been excited by the previous murders: the greater the number of vic
tims to be slaughtered, the better were the people pleased," etc. This is an 
inaccuracy quite in harmony with the general spirit of his narrative. It is 
contradicted, implicitly, by the very words of Thucydides which he trans
criucs in his note 108. 

1 Andokid. de l\.fysteriis, sects. 27-28. Kat 'AvopoKA.ij~ v7r: Ep r1Jr f3ovM1i-. 
2 Andokid. de Myster. sect. 36. It seems that Diognctus, who had been 

commissioner of inquiry at the time when Pythonikus presented the first 
information of the slave Andromachus, was himself among th~ parties 
denounced by Teukrus (And. de l\Iys. sects. 14, 15). 

http:AvopoKA.ij
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kopid plot, of the real conspirators, or of their farther purposes. 
The enemy was among themselves, yet they knew not where to 
lay hands upon him. Amidst the gloomy terrors, political blended 
with religious, which distracted their minds, all the ancient stories 
of the last and worst oppre8sions of the Per~istratid despots, nine
ty-five years before, became again revived, and some new despots, 
they knew not who, seemed on the point of occupying the acrop
olis. To detect the real conspirators, was the only way of pro
curing respite from this melancholy paroxysm, for which purpose 
the people were willing to welcome questionable witnesses, and 
to imprison on suspicion citizens of the best character, until the 
truth could be ascertained.I 

The public distraction "·as aggravated by Peisandcr and Char
iklcs, who acted as commissioners of investigation, furious and 
unprincipled politici:m;;,2 at tlmt time professing exaggerated 
attachment to the democratical constitution, though we shall find 
both of them hereafter among the most unscrupulous agents in its 
subversion. These men loudly proclaimed that the facts disclosed 
indicated the band of Ilermokopid conspirators to be numerous, 
with an ulterior design of speedily putting down the democracy; 
and they insisted on pressing their investigations until full discov
ery should be attained. And the sentiment of the people, collec
tively taken, responded to this stimulus ; though individually, 
every man was so afraid of becoming himself the next victim 
arrested, that when the herald convoked the senate for the purpose 
of receiving informations, the crowd in the market-place straight
way dispersed. 

It was amidst such eager thirst for discovery, that a new in
former appeared, Diokleides, who profossed to communicate some 
material facts connected with the mutilation of the Hermai, affirm
ing that the authors of it were three hundred in number. He 
recounted that, Oil the night Oil which that incident occurred, he 

I Thucyd. Yi, 53-60. ob OOKl/Lui;ovur rovr µr11•vrur, uAAu 1ruvrar V1T01rTwr 
urro1lqriµevoi, O!U 1TOV7/pWV uvi'Jpwrrwv 1rll1T!V 1rUVV XP7/11TOV> TWV 1rOAlTWV 
gv;t/,aµ,3Uvovur 1cariiiovv, xpr;atµwupov hyovµevot elvat (3aaaviaai TO 1rpii.yµa 
Kai ei•pelv, iJ oiu µr;vvrov rrovr;piav rivu 1cai xpr;arov iioKovvra elvai alriai'Jivra 
avEAE/KTOV Otatpvyelv • ••••• 

• • • • • • iieivov 1rowvµevoi, el roil~ tm{3ov;1,e£ovrar atprjv r(/J 1rA~{}ei µT/ 
efoovrai. • • • . • • Andokid. de Myst. sect. 36. 
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started from Athens to go to the mines of Laureion; wherein he 
had a slave working on hire, on whose account he was to receive 
pay. It was full moon, and the night was so bright that he began 
his journey mistaking it for daybreak.I On reaching the propy
lreum of the temple of Dionysus, he saw a body of men about 
three hundred in number descending from the Odeon towards 
the public theatre. Being alarmed at this unexpected sight, he 
concealed himself behind a pillar, from whence he had leisure to 
contemplate this body of men, who stood for some time conversing 
together, in groups of fifteen or twenty each, and then dispersed: 
the moon was so bright that he could discern the faces of most of 
them. As soon as· they had dispersed, he pursued his walk to 
Laureion, from whence he returned next day, and learned to his 
surprise that during the night the Hermre had been mutilated; 
also, that commissioners of inquiry had been named, and the 
reward of ten thousand drachms proclaimed for information. 
Impressed at once with the belief that the nocturnal crowd whom 
he had seen were authors of the deed, he happened soon after

1 Plutnrrh (Alkib. c. 20) nnd Diodoms (xiii, 2) a3sert that this testimony 
was glaringly false, since on the night in question it was new moon. I pre
sume, at least, that the remark of Diodoms refers to the deposition of 
Diokleides, though he never mentions the name of the latter, and even de
scribes the deposition referred to with many material variations as compared 
with Andokidcs. Plutarch's observation certainly refers to Diokleides, 
whose deposition, he says, affirming that he had seen and distinguished the 
persons in question by the light of the moon, on a night when it was new 
moon, shocked all sensible men, but produced no effect upon the blind fury 
of the people. Wachsmuth (Helknisch. Alterth. vol. ii, ch. viii, p. 194) 
copies this remark from Plutarch. 

I disbelieve altogether the assertion that it was new moon on that night. 
Andokides gives in great detail the deposition of Diokleides, with a strong 
wish to show that it was false and perfidiously got up. But he nowhere 
mentions the fact that it was new moon on the night in question; though if 
we read his report and his comments upon the deposition of Diokleides, we 
shall see that he never coulrl have omitted such a means of discrediting the 
whole tale, if the fact had been so (Andokid. de Myster. sects. 37-43). Be
sides, it requires very good positive evidence to make us believe, that a 
suborned informer, giving his deposition not long after one of the most 
memorable nights that ever passed at Athens, would be so clumsy as to 
make particular reference to the circumstance that it was full moon (elvat oe 
r.ai1<rEA17vuv), if it had really been new moon. 
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wards to see one of them, Euphemus, sitting in the workshop of 
a brazier, and took him aside to the neig'•boring temple of He
ph::estus, where he mentioned in confidence that he had seen the 
party .at work and could denounce them, but that he preferred 
being paid for silence, instead of giving information and incurring 
prjvate enmities. Euphemus thanked him for the warning, de
siring him to come next day to the house of Leogoras and his son 
Andokides, where he would see them as well as the other parties 
concerned. Andokides and the rest offered to him, under solenm 
covenant, the sum of two talents, or twelve thousand drachms, 
thus overbidding the reward of ten thousand drachms proclaimed 
by the senate to any truth-telling informer, with n<lmission to a 
partnership in the benefits of their conspiracy, supposing that it 
should succeed. Upon his reply that he would consider the 
proposition, they desired him to meet them at the house of Kallias 
son of Tf:lekles, brother-in-law of .Andokides: which meeting 
accordingly took place, and a solemn bargain was concluded in 
the acropolis. Andokides and his friends engaged to pay the 
two talents to Diokleides at the beginning of the ensuing month, 
as the price of his silence. But since this engagement was never 
performed, Diokleides came with his information to the senate.I 

Such - according to the report of .Andokides - was the story 
of this informer, which he concluded by designating forty-two 
individuals, out of the three hundred whom he had seen. The 
first names whom he specified were those of l\Iantitheus and 
Aphepsion, two senators actually sitting among his audience. 
next came the remaining forty, among whom were Andokides 
and many of his nearest relatives, his father Leogoras, his first 
or second cousins and brother-in-law, Charmides, Taureas, Nisre
us, Kalias son of Alkm::eon, Phrynichus, Eukrates (brother of 
Nikias the commander in Sicily), and Kritias. But as there 
were a still greater number of names - assuming the total of 
three hundred to be correct - which Diokleides was unable to 
specify, the commissioner Peisander proposed that l\lantitheus 
and Aphepsion should be at once seized and tortured, in order to 
force them to disclose their accomplices; the psephism passed in 
the archonship of Skamandrius, whereby it was unlawful to apply 

1 Andokid. de Myster. sects. 37-42. 
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the torture to any free Athenian, being first abrogated. Illegal, 
not less than cruel, as this proposition was, the senate at first 
received it with favor. But l\Iantitheus and Aphepsion, casting 
themselves as suppliants upon the altar in the senate-house, 
pleaded so strenuously for their rights as citizens, to be allowed 
to put in bail and stand trial before the dikastery, that this was at 
last granted.I No sooner had they provided their sureties, than 

1 Considering the extreme alarm which then pervaded the Athenian 
mind, and their conviction that there were traitors among themselves whom 
yet they could not identify, it is to be noted as remarkable that they resisted 
the proposition of their commissioners for applying torture. We must 
recollect that the Athcninns admitted the principle of the torture, as a good 
mode of eliciting truth as well as of testing depositions, - for they applied 
it often to the testimony of slaves, - sometimes apparently to that of 
metics. Their attachment to the established law, which forbade the appli
cation of it to citizens, must have been very great, to enable them to resist 
the great special and immediate temptation to apply it in this case to 
:Mantitheus and Aphepsion, if' only by way of exception. 

The application of torture to witnesses and suspected persons, handed 
down from the Homan law, was in like manner recognized, and pervaded 
nearly all the criminal jurisprudence of Europe until the last century. I 
hope tlmt the reader, after having gone through the painful narrative of 
the proceedings of the Athenians after the mutilation of the Hermre, will 
take the trouble to peruse by way of comparison the Storia della Colonna 
lnfame, by the eminent Alexander Manzoni, author of' "I Promessi Sposi." 
This little volume, including a republication of V crri's "Osservazioni sulla 
Tortura," is full both of interest and instruction. It lays open the judicial 
enormities committed at Milan in 1630, while the terrible pestilence was 
raging there, by the examining judges and the senate, in order to get evi
dence against certain suspected persons called Untori; that is, men who 
were firmly believe<l by the whole population, with very few exceptions, to 
be causing and propagating the pestilence by means of certain ointment 
which they applied to the doors and walls of houses. Mazoni recounts 
with simple, eloquent, and impressive detail, the incredible barbarity with 
which the official lawyers at Milan, under the authority of the senate, ex
torted, by force of torture, evidence against several persons, of having com
mitted this imaginary and impossible crime. The persons thus convicted 
were executed under horrible torments: the house of one of them, a barber 
nnrned Mora, was pulled down, and a pillar with an inscription erected 
upon the site, to commemorate the deed. This pillar, the Colonna lnfame, 
remained standing in Milan until the close of the 18th century. The 
reader will understand, from Manzoni's narrative, the degree to which public 
excitement and alarm can operate to poison and barbarize the course of 

9* 
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they broke their covenant, mounted their horses, and deserted to 
the enemy, without any regard to their sureties, who were exposed 
by law to the same trial and the same penalties as would have 
overtaken the offenders themseh-es. This sudden flight, together 
with the news that a Bmotian force was assembled on the borders 
of Attica, exasperated still farther the frantic terror of the pub
lic mind. The senate at once took quiet measures for seizing and 
imprisoning all the remaining forty wl1ose names had been de
nounced; while by concert with the strategi, all the citizens were 
put under arms; those who dwelt in the city, mustering in the 
market-place; those in and near the long walls, in the Theseium; 
those in Peirreus, in the square called the Market-place of Ilip
podamus. Even the horsemen of the city were convoked by 
sound of trumpet in the sacred precinct of the Anakeion. The 
senate itself remained all night in the acropolis, except the pry
tanes, or fifty senators of the presiding tribe, who passed the 
night in the public building called the Tholus. Every man in 
Athens felt the terrible sense of an internal conspiracy on the 
point of breaking out, perhaps along with an im'asion of the 
foreigner, prevented only by the timely disclosure of Diokleides, 
who was hailed as the saviour of the city, and carried in proces
sion to dinner at the prytancium.l 

Miserable as the condition of the city was generally, yet more 
miserable was that of the prisoners confined ; and worse, in every 
way, was still to be looked for, since the Athenians would know 
neither peace nor patience until they could reach, by some means 
or other, the names of the undisclosed conspirators. The female 
relatives and children of Andokides, and his companions, were 
by permission along with them in the prison,2 aggravating by 
their tears and wailings the aflliction of the scene, when Charmi
des, one of the parties confined, addressed himself to Andokides, 
as his cousin and friend, imploring him to make a voluntary dis-

justice in a Christiau city, without a taint of democracy, and with profes
sional lawyers and judges to guide the whole prncedure secretly, as com
pared with a pagan city, ultra-democruticnl, where judicial procedure as 
well as decision was all oral, public, and multitudinous 

1 Andok.id. de Myst. sects. 41-46. 
• Andoki<l. de l\Iyst. sect. 48: compare Lysias, Orat. xiii, cont. Agorat. 

sect. 42. 

http:Andok.id
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closure of all that he knew, in order to preserve tlrn lives of so 
many innocent persons, his immediate kinsmen, as well as to 
rescue the city out of a feverish alarm not to be endured. " You 
know (he said) all that passed about the mutilation of the ller
mre, and your silence will now bring destruction not only upon 
yourself, but also upon your father and upon all of us; while if you 
inform, whether you have been an actor in the scene or not, you 
will obtain impunity for yourself and us, and at the same time 
soothe the terrors of the city.". Such instances on the part of 
Charmides,1 aided by the supplications of the other prisoners 
present, overcame the reluctance of Andokides to become in
former, and he next day made his disclosures to the senate. 
"Euphiletus (he said) was the chief author of the mutilation of 
the llermre. Ile proposed the deed at a convivial party where 
I was present, but I denounced it in the strongest manner and 
refused all compliance. Presently, I broke my collar-bone, and 
injured my head, by a fall from a young horse, so badly as to be 
confined to my bed; when Euphiletus took the opportunity of 
my absence to assure the rest of the company falsely that I had 
consented, and that I had agreed to cut the llermes near my pa
ternal house, which the tribe lEgei"s have dedicated. Accordingly, 
they executed the project, while I was incapable of moving, 
without my knowledge: they presumed that I would undertake 
the mutilation of this particular Hermes, and you see that this 
is the only one in all Athens which has escaped injury. "When 
the conspirators ascertained that I had not been a party, Euphi
Ietus and :Meletus threatened me with a terrible revenge unless 
I observed silence: to which I replied that it was not I, but their 
own crime, which had brought them into danger." 

Having recounted this tale, in substance, to the senate, Andok
ides tendered his slaves, both male and female, to be tortured, 
in order that they might confirm his story that he was in his bed 
and unable to leave it, on the night when the Hermre were mu
tilated. It appears that the torture was actually applied (accord
ing to the custom so cruelly frequent at Athens in the case of 

1 Plutarch (Alkib. c. 21) states that the person who thus addressed him
self to, and persuaded Andokides, was named Timreus. From whom he 
got the latter name, we do not know. ' 
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slaves), and that the senators thus became satisfied of the truth 
of what .Andokides affirmed. Ile delivered in twenty-two names 
of citizens as having been the mutilators of the IIermre: eighteen 
of these names, including Euphi!etus and ]feletus, had already 
been specified in the information of Teukrus; the remaining four, 
were Panretius, Diakritus, Lysistratus, and Chreredemus ; all of 
whom fled, the instant their names were mentioned, without wait
ing the chance of being seized. .As soon as the senate heard the 
story of .Andokides, they proceeded to question Diokleides over 
again; who confessed that he had given a false deposition, and 
begged for mercy, mentioning .Alkibiades the Phegusian - a 
relative of the commander in Sicily - and .Amiantus, as having 
suborned him to the crime. Both of them fled immediately on 
this revelation ; but Diokleides was detained, sent before the 
dikastery for trial, and put to death.I 

The foregoing is the story which Andokides, in the oration De 
:Mysteriis, delivered between fifteen and twenty years afterwards, 
represented himself to have communicated to the senate at this 
perilous crisis. But it probably is not the story which he really 
did tell, certainly not that which his enemies represented him as 
l1aving told: least of all does it communicate the whole truth, or 
afford any satisfaction to such anxiety and alarm as are described 
to have been prevalent at the time. Nor does it accord with the 
brief information of Thucydides, who tell::1 us that Andokides 
impeached himself, along with others, as participant in the mutila
tion.2 .Among the accomplices against whom he informed, his 
enemies affirmed that his own nearest relatives were inclu!led, 
though this latter statement is denied by himself. 'Ve may be 
sure, therefore, that the tale which Andokides really told was 

1 The narrative, which I have here given in substance, is to be found in 
Andokicl. de l\Iyst. sects. 48-66. 

'Thncy,d. vi, 60. Kai cl µev av TO!;° Te /(a -8' eav TO ii Kal Ka T' aA.Aw v 
µnvvet To Twv 'Epuwv, etc. 

To the same effect, see the hostile oration of Lysias· contra Andocidem, 
Or. vi, sects. 36, 37, 51 : also Andokides himself, De l\Iysteriis, sect. 71 ; De 
Rcditn, sect. 7. • 

If we may believe the Pseudo-Plutarch (Vit. x, Orator. p. 834), Anclok
idcs had on a previous occasion been guilty of drunken irregularity and 
damaging a statue. 
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something very different from what now stands in his oration. 
But what it really was we cannot make out; nor should we gain 
much even if it could be made out, since even at the time, 
neither Thucydides nor other intelligent critics could determine 
bow far it was true. The mutilation of the Ilermre remained to 
them always an unexplained mystery; though they accounted 
Andokides the principal organizer.I 

That which is at once most important and most incontestable, 
is the effect produced by the revelations of Andokides, true or 
false, on the public mind at Athens. He was a young man of 
rank and wealth in the city, belonging to the· sacred family of 
the Kerykes, - said to trace his pedigree to the hero Odysseus, 
- and invested on a previous occasion with an important naval 
command; whereas the preceding informers had been metics and 
slaves. :Moreover, he was 'making confession of his own guilt. 
Hence the people received his communications with implicit con
fidence. They were delighted to have got to the bottom of the· 
terrible mystery: and the public mind· subsided from its furious 
terrors into comparative tranquillity. The citizens again began 
to think themselves in safety and to resume their habitual confi
dence in each other, while the hoplites everywhere on guard 
were allowed to return to their homes.2 All the prisoners in ens-

Thucyd. vi, 60. lvrav~a U.varrei~erat el r T {j v de cl eµ ev {,) v, 0 (f rr e p 
t .J 0K f t a i T I ilT a T 0 f tl Va t, V1r0 TWV ~V vOertµWTWV TIVOf, elTE upa Kal 
Ta OVTa µ11vf!rtat, el Te .ml av. lrr' U.,wponpa yap tiKu,eTat . TO cli: ua¢i:r 
oMdr ovre rare ovre vurepov ixet tlrrtlv rrept Ti:Jv clpauuvrwv TO ipyov. 

If the statement of Andokidcs in the Omtio de Mysteriis is ronect, the 
deposition previously given by Teukrus the mctie must have been a true 
one; though this man is commonly denounced among the lying witnesses 
.(see the words of the comic writer rhrynichus ap. Plutarch, Alkib. c. 20). 

Thucydides refuses even to mention the name of Andokides, and ex
presses himself with more than usual reserve about this dark transaction, 
as if he were afraid of giving offence to great .Athenian families. The 
bitter feuds which it left behind at Athens, for years afterwards, are shown 
in the two orations of Lysias and of Anrlokides. If the story of Didymus 
be true, that Thucydides after his return from exile to Athens died by 11 

violent death (see Biogr. Thucyd. p. xvii, ed. Arnold), it would seem p;ob
able that all his reserve did not protect him against private enmities aris
ing out of his historical assertions. 

! Thucyd. vi, 60. ·o oi: u1jµo1 0 TWV 'Ai'111vaiwv 1iuµevor 'Aa,Bwv, Wr t,Jero, 
To uagi;,,, etc., compare Andokid. de Mysteriis, sects. 67, 68. 
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tody on suspicion, except those against whom Andokides informed, 
were forthwith rcleasc<l: those who had fie<l out of apprehension, 
were allowed to return; while those whom he named as guilty, 
were tried, convicted, and put to death. Such of them as had 
already fled, were condemned to death in their absence, and a 
reward offered for their heads.I And though discerning men 
were not satisfied with the evidence upon which these sentences 
were pronounced, yet the general public fully believed themselves 
to have punished the real offenders, and were thus inexpressibly 
relieved from the depressing sense of unexpiated insult to the 
gods, as well as of danger to their political constitution from the 
withdrawal of divine protection.2 Andokides himself was par
doned, and was for the time an object, apparently, even of public 
gratitude, so that his father Leogoras who had been among the 
parties imprisoned, ventured to indict a senator named Speusip
pus for illegal proceedings towards him, and obtained an almost 
unanimous verdict from the dikastery.3 But the charact,er of a 
statue-breaker and an informer could never be otherwise than 
odious at Athens. Andokides was either banished by the indirect 
effect of a general disqualifying decree; or at least found that he 
had made so many enemies, and incurred so much obloquy, by 
his conduct in this affair, as to make it necessary for him to quit 
the city. He remained in banishment for many years, and seems 
never to have got elcar of the hatred which his conduct in this 
nefarious proceeding so well merited.4 

1 Andokid. de Myster. sect. 66; Thucyd. vi, 60; Philochorus, Fragment. 
III, ed. Didot. 

• Thucyd. vi, 60. Ji µivrot uAA7J 'lrDAt~ 7rtpt<fiavw~ li<fii?.7Jro: compare An
dokid. de Reditu. sect. 8. 

3 See Andokid. de Mysteriis, sect. 17. There are several circumstances 
not easily intelligible respecting this ypa<fi~ 7rapai·oµow, which Andokides 
alleges that his father Leogoras brought against the senator Speusippus, 
before a dikastery of six thousand persons (a number very difficult to 
believe), out of whom he says that Spensippus only obtained two hundred 
votes; but if this trial ever took place at all, we cannot believe that it could 
have taken place until after the public mind was tranquillized by the dis
closures of Audoki<lcs, especially as J,cogoras was actually in prison along 
with Andokides immediately before those disclosures were given iu. 

4 See for evidence of these general positions respecting the circumstances 
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But the comfort arising out of these disclosures respecting the 
Ilermre, though genuine and inestimable at the moment, was 
soon again disturbed. There still remained the various alleged 
profanations of the Eleusinian mysteries, which had not yet been 
fovestigated or brought to atonement; and these were the more 
sure to be pressed home, and worked with a factitious exaggera
tion of pious zeal, since the enemies of Alkibiades were bent 
upon turning them to his ruin. Among all the ceremonies of 
Attic religion, there was none more profoundly or universally 
reverenced than the mysteries of Eleusis, originally enjoined by 
the goddess Demeter herself, in her visit to that place, to Eumol
polus and the other Eleusinian patriarch, and transmitted as a 
precious hereditary privilege in their families.1 Celebrated an
nually in the month of August or September, under the special 
care of the basileus, or second archon, these mysteries were at
tended by vast crowds from Athens as well as from other parts 
of Greece, presenting to the eye a solemn and imposing spectacle, 
and striking the imagination still more powerfully by the special 
initiation which they conferred, under pledge of secrecy, upon 
pious and predisposed communicants. Even the divulgation in 
words to the uninitiated, of that which was exhibited to the eye 
and ear of the assembly in the interior of the Eleusinian temple, 
was accounted highly criminal: much more the actual mimicry 
of these ceremonies for the amusement of a convivial party. 
Moreover, the individuals who held the great sacred offices at 
Eleusis,-the hierophant, the daduch (torch-bearer),and the keryx, 
or herald,- which were transmitted by inheritance in the Eu
molpidre and other great families of antiquity and importance, 
were personally insulted by such proceedings, and vindicated 
their own dignity at the same time that they invoked punishment 
on the offenders in the name of Demeter and Persephone. 
The mo8t appalling legends were current among the Athenian 
public, and repeated on proper occasions even by the hierophant 

of Andokidcs, the three Orations : Andokides de Mysteriis, Andokides de 
lleditu Suo, and Lysias contra Andokidem. 

1 Homer, Hymn. Cerer. 475. Compare the Epigram cited in Lobeck, 
Eleusinia, p. 47. 
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himself, respecting the divine judgments which always overtook 
such impious men.1 

·when we recollect how highly the Eleusinian mysteries were 
venerated by Greeks not born in Athens and even by foreigners, 
we shall not wonder at the violent indignation excited in the 
Athenian mind by persons who profaned or divulged them; 
especially at a moment when their religious sensibilities l1ad been 
so keenly wounded, and so tardily and recently healed, in ref
erence to the Hermre.2 It was about this same time3 that a prose
cution was instituted against the J\Ielian philosopher Diagoras for 
irreligious doctrines. Having left Athens before trial, he was 
found guilty in his absence, and a reward was offered for his lifo. 

Probably the privileged sacred families, connected with the 
mysteries, were foremost in calling for expiation from the state 

1 Lysias cont. Andokid. init. et fin.; Andokid. de l\fyster. sect. 29. Com
pare the fragment of a lost Oration by Lysias against Kincsias (Fragm. 
xxxi, p. 490, Bekker; Athenreus, xii, p. 551),where Kinesias and his friends 
are accused of numerous impieties, one of which consisted in celebrating 
festivals on unlucky and forbidden days, "in derision of our gods and our 
laws,"-"'' Karayc/,,jvu, TWV {}ci:Jv Kat TWV voµ(,JV TWV i/µerep(,JV. The 
lamentable consequences which the displeasure of the gods had brought 
upon them are then set forth: the companions of Kinesias had all miserably 
perished, while Kinesias himself was living in wretched health and in a 
condition worse than death : To d' ovr(,J> t;rovTa TO<Jovrov ;rpovov otareAciv, 
Klll Kaff' EKUIJT1]V f)µtpai• urrorJvi71JKOVTll µ~ ovva<Iffat TEACVT~<Jat TOV {1iov, 

TOVTOt> µ&vot> rrpo<Ii/Ket Toi> ril rotaiira llrrep ovro> l~7]µnpT1JKO<Jt. 
The corrlic poets Strattis and Plato also marked out Kincsias among their 

favorite suhjerts of derision and libel, and seem particularly to have repre
sented his lean person and constant ill health as a punishment of the gods 
for his impiety. See llleineke, l'ragm. Comic. Grrec. (Strattis), vol. ii, p. 
i68 (Plato), p. 679. 

2 Lysias cont. Andokid. sects. 50, 51; Corne!. Ncpos, Alrib. c. 4. The 
expressions of Pindar (Fragm. 96) and of Sophok!es (Fragm. 58, Brunck. 
-<.Edip. Kolon. 1058) respecting the value of the Eleusinian mysteries, are 
wry striking: also Cicero, Legg-. ii, 14. 

Horace will not allow himself to be under the same roof, or in the same 
hoat, with any one who has been guilty of divulging these mysteries (Od. 
iii, 2, 26 ), much more then of deriding them. 

The reader will find the fullest information about these ceremonies in the 
Eleusinia, forming the first treafr;e in the work of Loheck called Aglaopha
mus; and in the Dissertation called Eleusinia, in K. 0. 1\Iiiller's Kleine 
Sehriften, vol. ii, p. 242, SPfjq. 3 Diodor. xiii, 6. 
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to the majesty of the two offended goddesses, and for punish
ment on the delinquents.I And the enemies of Alkibiad&s, 
personal as well as politif'al, found the opportunity favorable for 
reviving that charge against him which they had al'tfully suffered 
to drop before his departure to Sicily. The matter of fact 
alleged against him - the mock-celebration of these holy cere
monies - was not only in itself probable, but proved by rea
sonably good testimony against him and some of his intimate 
companions. :Moreover, the overbearing insolence of demeanor 
habitual with Alkibiades, so glaringly at rnriance with the equal 
restraints of democracy, enabled his enemies to impute to him 
not only irreligious acts, but anti-constitutional purposes; an 
association of ideas which was at this moment the more easily 
accredited, since his divulgation and parody of the mysteries did 
not stand alone, but was interpreted in conjunction with the 
recent mutilation of the Ilerm::e - as a manifestation of the same 
anti-patriotic and irreligious feeling, if not part and parcel of the 
same treasonable scheme. And the alarm on this subject was 
now renewed by the appearance of a Laccd::emonian army at the 
isthmus, professing to contemplate some enterprise in conjunction 
with the l3ccotians, a purpose not easy to understand, and pre
senting every appearance of being a cloak for hostile designs 
against Athens. So folly was this believed among the Athenians, 
that they took arms, and remained. under arms one whole night 
in the sacreu precinct of the Theseium. No enemy indeed 
appeared, either without or within; but 'the conspiracy had only 
been prevented from breaking out, so they imagined, by the 
recent inquiries and detection. l\Ioreover, the party in Argos 
connected with Alkibiades were just at this time suspected. of a 
plot for the subversion of their own democracy, which still farther 
aggravated the presumptions against him, while it induced the 
Athenians to give up to the Argeian democratical government 
the oligarchical. hostages which had been taken from that town a 
fow months before,2 in order that it might put these hostages to 
death, whenever it thought fit. 

1 'Ve shall find these sacred families hereafter to be the most obstinate 
in oppo>ing the return of Alkibiades from banishment (Thucyd. viii, 53). 

2 Thucyd. vi, 53-61. 
VOL. VII. 14oc. 
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Such incidents materially aided the enemies of Alkibiades in 
. their unremitting efforts to procure his recall and condemnation. 
Among them were men very different in station and temper: 
Thessalus son of Kimon, a man of the highest lineage and 
of hereditary oligarchical politics, as well as Androkles, a leading 
demagogue. or popular orator. It was the former who preferred 
against him in the senate the memorable impeachment, which, 
fortunately for our information, is recorded verbatim. 

"Thessalus son of Kirnon, of the deme Lakiadre, hath im
peached Alkibiades son of Kleinias, of the deme Skambonidre, 
as guilty of crime in regard to the two goddesses Demeter and 
Persephone, in mimicking the mysteries, and exhibiting them 
to his companions in his own house, wearing the costume of the 
hierophant: applying to himself the name of hierophant; to 
Polytion, that of daduch; to Theodurus that of herald, and 
addressing his remaining companions as mysts and epopts; all 
contrary to the sacred cu8toms and canons, of old established by 
the Eumolpidre, the Kerykes, and the Eleusinian priests."• 

Similar impeachments being at the rnme time presented 
against other citizens now ser-ring in Sicily along with Alkibia
des, the accm:ers moved that he and the rest might be sent for 
to come home and take their trial. 1Ve may observe that the 
indictment against him is quite distinct and special, making no 
allusion to any supposed treasonable or anti-constitutional projects: 
probably, however, these suspicions were pressed by his enemies 
in their preliminary speeches, for the purpose of inducing the 
Athenians to remove him from the command of the army forth
with, and send for him home. For such a step it was indi~pens
able that a strong case should be made out : but the public was 
at length thoroughly brought round, and the Salaminian trireme 

I'lutarch, Alkib. c. 22. efocraAnr; Kiµwvnr: AaKlra117r;, 'A/.1u.(3i&.0T)V Kl.etviov 
I.rnµ,3wvioT)V elcr~nei/.ev uouceiv rrtpt TW rhw, r/iv Ahµ7Jrpa Kat ri)v KopT)v, 
urroµiµoi-µevov TU µvcrr~pia, /Wt VetKvVona roir; avrov haipotr; ev rii oiKi(l 
T?j lnvroV, f.tov1a arol3;v, oZaJ)7irp frpo¢Uvr11r: lxwv OetKvVei T<'t frpil, Ka! 
ovo11&.(ovra avrov µi:v frpn¢&.vri7v, IIo/,v;iwva oe owlav;rov, l<~pvKa oe eroaw
pov ¢>T)ytia. roi!r: o' uA/,ovr: traipovr;, µvcrrar; rrpocrayopefovra Kat lrrorrrar;, 
rrapu TU voµtµa Kat ru Ka{Jccrr7JKOTa V'lrO r' Evµoli rriawv Kai KT)pVKWV Kat TWV 

lepiwv rwv t; 'El.evcri»or;. 

I 

http:elcr~nei/.ev
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was despatched to Sicily to fetch him. Great care however was 
taken, in sending this summons, to avoid all appearance of pre
judgment, or harshness, or menace. The trierarch was forbidden 
to seize his person, and had instructions to invite him simply to 
accompany the Salaminian home in his own trireme: so as to 
avoid the hazard of offending the Argeian and l\Iantineian allies 
serving in Sicily, or the army itself.I 

It was on the return of the Athenian army from their unsuc
cessful attempt at Kamarina, to their previous quarters at Katana, 
that they found the Salaminian trireme newly arrived from Athens 
with this grave requisition against the general. 'Ve may be sure 
that Alkibiades received private intimation from his friends at 
Athens, by the same trireme, communicating to him the temper of 
the people, so that his resolution was speedily taken. Professing 
to obey, he departed in his own trireme on the voyage homeward, 
along with the other persons accused, the Salaminian trireme 
being in company; hut as soon as they arrived at Thurii, in 
coasting along Italy, he and his companions quitted the vessel 
and disappeared. After a fruitless search on the part of the 
Salaminian trierarch, the two triremes were obliged to return to 
Athens without him. Both Alkibiades and the rest of the accused 
- one of whom2 was his own cousin and namesake - were tried, 
condemned to death on non-appearance, and their property con
fiscated; while the Eumolpidm and the other Eleusinian sacred 
families pronounced him to be accursed by the gods, for his dese
cration of the mysteries,3 and recorded the . condemnation on a 
plate of lead. 

Probably his disappearance and exile were acceptable to his 
enemies at Athens : at any rate, they thus made sure of getting 
rid of him; while had he come back, his condemnation to death, 

1 Thucyd. vi, 61. • Xcnoph. Hellen. i, 2, 13. 
3 Thncyd. vi, 61; l'lutarch, Alkib. c, 22-33; J,ysias, Orat. vi, cont· 

Andokid. sect. 42. 
l'lntnrch says that it would have been easy for Alkibiades to raise a 

mutiny in the army at Ifotana, ha,l he chosen to resist the order for coming · 
home. llnt this is highly improbable. Considering what his conduct 
became immediately afterwards, we shall see good reason to believe that he 
would have taken this step, had it been practicable. 
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though probable, could not be considered as certain. In consider· 
ing the conduct of the Athenians towards Alkibiades, we have to 
remark, that the people were guilty of no act of iujustice. He 
had committed - at least there was fair reason for believing that 
he had committed - an act criminal in the estimation of every 
Greek; the divulgation and profanation of the mysteries. This 
act- alleged against him in the indictment very distinctly, 
divested of all supposed ulterior purpose, treasonable or other
wise- was legally punishable at Athens, and was universally 
accounted guilty in public estimation, as an offence at once 
against the religious sentiment of the people and against the 
public safety, by offending the two goddesses, Demeter and 
rersephone, and driving them to withdraw their favor and pro. 
tection. The same demand for legal punishment would have 
been supposed to exist in a Chri~tian Catholic country, down to 
a very recent period of history, if instead of the Eleusiuian 
mysteries we suppose the sacrament of the mass to have been 
the ceremony ridiculed; though such a proceeding would involve 
no breach of obligation to. secrecy. Nor ought we to judge what 
would have been the measure of penalty formerly awarded to a 
person convicted of such an offence, by consulting the tendency 
of penal legislation during the last sixty years. Even down to the 
last century it would have been visited with something sharper 
than the draught of hemlock, which is the worst that could possi
bly ham befallen Alkibiades at Athens, as we may see by the 
condemnation and execution of the Chevalier de la Barre at 
Abbeville, in 1766. The uniform tendency of Christian legisla
tion,! down to a recent period, leaves no room for reproaching 

1 To appreciate fairly the violent emotion raised at Athens by the muti
lation of the IIermro and by the profanation of the mysteries, it is necessary 
to consider the way in which analogous acts of sacrilege have been viewed 
in Christian and Catholic penal legislation, even down to the time of the 
fir:>t :French Revolution. 

I transcribe the following extract from a work of authority on French 
criminal jurisprudence -Jousse, Traite de la Justice Criminclle, Paris, l 7il, 
part iv, tit. '2i, Yo!. iii, p. 6i2:

" Du Crime de Leze-~fajeste Divine. - Les Crimes de Leze l\lajeste 
Divine, sont ceux qui attaquent Dien immediatcment, et qu'on doit regarder 
par cette raison com me !cs plus atroccs et lcs plus execrables. -La Majeste 
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the Athenians with excessive cruelty in their penal visitation of 
offences against the religious sentiment. On the contrary, the 
Athenians are distinguished for comparative mildness and tol
erance, as we shall find various opportunities for remarking. 

Now in reviewing the conduct of the Athenians towards Alki
biades, we must consider, that this violation of the mysteries, of 
which he was indicted in good legal form, was an action for which 
he really deserved punishment, if any one deserved it. Even 

de Dicu peut ct re off en see de plusicurs manieres. -I. En niant I'existence 
de Dicu. 2. Par le clime de ceux qui attcntent directement contre la 
Divinite: comme quand on profane ou qu'on foule aux pieds Jes saintes 
Hosties; ou qu'on frappe /es Images de Dieu dans le dessein de !'insulter. 
C'est ce qu'on appelle Crime de Leze-Majeste Divine au premier Chef." 

Again in the same work, part iv, tit. 46, n. 5, 8, IO, II, vol. iv, pp. 97
99 :

"La prefanation des Sacremens et des JIystcres de la Religion est un sacrilege 
des plus execrables. Tel est le crime de ceux qni emploicnt Jes choses sacrecs 
a des usages commnns et mauvais, en derision des Jlysth-es; ceux qui pro
/anent la sainte Eucharistie, ou qui en abusent en quclque maniere que ce 
soit; cenx qui en mepris de Ia Heligion, profanent Jes Fonts-Baptismaux; 
qui jettent par tcrre Jes saintes Hosties, ou qui Jes emploient a des usages 
vils et profanes: cezix qui, en derision de 1100 sacres ,lfy.<t~res, !es contrefont 
dans leur.~ debauches; ceux quifrappe11t, mutilent, abattent, [es Images consacrees 
aDieu, OU ala Sainte Vierge, Ott aux Saints, en mepris de la Religion; et 
enfin, tous ceux qui commcttent de semblables impietes. Tous ces crimes 
sont des crimes de Leze-11lajeste divine au premier chef, parce, qu'ils s'attaqnent 
immediatement a Dien, et ne se font a aucnn desscin que de l'offenser." 

" ... La peine du Sacrilege, par l'Ancicn Testament, etoit celle du fen, 
et d'etre lapide.-Par Jes Loix Homaines, lcs coupables etoient condamnes 
au fer, au fcu, et aux betes farouches, suivant !cs circonstances. - En 
France, la peine du sacrilege est arbitrairc, et depend de la qnalite et des 
circonstances du crime, du lien, du temps, ct de la qualite de !'accuse. 
Dans le sacrilege au premier chef, qui attaque la Divinite, la &inte Vierge, et 
/es Saints, v. g. a l'egard de ceux qui foulent aux pieds Jes saintes Ilostics, 
ou qui Jes jettent a terre, ou en abnscnt, et qui Jes emploient a des usages 
vils et profanes, la peiue est le fcu, l'amende honorable, et le poing coupe. 
II en est de mcme de ceux qui profanent Jes Fonts-Baptismaux; ceux q11i, 
en derision de nos lilyst,res, s'en moquent et !es contrejunt dans leurs debauches: 
ils doh·cnt etre punis de peine capitale, parceque ces crimes attaquent 
immediatement la Divinite." 

M. Jousse proceeds to cite several examples of persons condemned to 
death for acts of sacrilege, of the nature above described. 
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his enemies did not fabricate this charge, or impute it to him 
falsely ; though they were guilty of insidious and unprincipled 
manreuvres to exasperate the public mind against him. Their 
machinations begin with the mutilation of the Hermre ;, an act of 
new and unparalleled wickedness, to which historians of Greece 
seldom do justice. It was not, like the violations of the myste
ries, a piece of indecent pastime committed within four walls, and 
never intended to become known. It was an outrage essentially 
public, planned and executed by conspirators for the deliberate 
purpose of lacerating the religious mind of Athens, and turning 
the prevalent terror and distraction to political profit. Thus 
much is certain; though we cannot be sure who the conspirators 
were, nor what was their exact or special purpose. That the 
destruction of Alkibiades was one of the direct purposes of the 
conspirators, is highly probable. But his enemies, even if they 
were not among the original authors, at least took upon them
selves half the guilt of the proceeding, by making it the basis of 
treacherous machinations against his person. How their scheme, 
which was originally contrived to destroy him before the expedi
tion departed, at first failed, was then artfully dropped, and at 
length effectually revfred, after a long train of calumny against 
the absent general, has been already recounted. It is among the 
.darkest chapters of Athenian political history, indicating, on the 
part of the people, strong religious excitability, without any 
injustice towards Alkibiades ; but indicating, on the part of his 
enemies, as well as of the IIermokopids generally, a depth of 
wicked contrivance rarely paralleled in political warfare. It is 
to these men, not to the people, that Alkibiades owes his expul
sion, aided indeed by the effect of his own previous character. 
In regard to the Hermre, the Athenians condemned to death 
after and by consequence of the deposition of Andokides - a 
small number of men who may perhaps have been innocent vie- · 
tims, but whom they sincerely believed to be guilty; and whose 
death not only tranquillized comparatively the public mind, but 
served as the only means of rescue to a far larger number of 
prisoners confined on suspicion. In regard to Alkibiades, they 
came to no collective resolution, except that of recalling him to 
take his trial, a resolution implying no wrong in those who voted 
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for it, whatever may be the guilt of those who proposed and pre
pa~d it by perfidious means.I 

1 The proceedings in England in 1678 and 1679, in consequence of the 
pretended Popish Plot, have been alluded to by various authors, and recently 
by Dr. Thirlwall, as affording an analogy to that which occurred at Athens 
after the mutilation of the Hermre. But there are many material differ
ences, and all, so far as I can perceive, to the advantage of Athens. 

I. The "hellish and damnable plot of the Popish Recusants,'' (to adopt 
the words of the Houses of Lords and Commons, - see Dr. Lingard's His
tory of England, vol. xiii, ch. v, p. 88, - words, the like of which were doubt
less employed at Athens in reference to the Hermokopids,) was baseless, 
mendacious, and incredible, from the beginning. It started from no real 
fact : the whole of it was a tissue of falsehoods and fabrications proceeding 
from Oates, Bedloe, and a few other informers of the worst character. 

At Athens, there was unquestionably a plot; the Hermokopids were rE'.al 
conspirators, not few in number. No one could doubt that they conspired 
for other objects besides the mutilation of the Hermre. At the same time, 
no one knew what these objects were, nor who the conspirators themselves 
were. 

If before the mutilation of the Hermre, a man like Oates had pretended 
to reveal to the Athenian people a fabricated plot implicating Alkibiades 
and others, he would have found no credence. It was not until after and. 
by reason of that terror-striking incident, that the Athenians began to give 
credence to informers. And we are to recollect that they did not put any 
one to death on the evidence of these informers. They contented them
selves with imprisoning on suspicion, until they got the confession and depo
sition of Andokides. Those implicated in that deposition were condemned 
to death. Now Andokides, as a witness, deserves but very qualified confi
dence; yet it is impossible to degrade him to the same level even as 
Teukrus or Dioklcides, much less to that of Oates and Bcdloe. °\Ve cannot 
wonder that the people trusted him. and, under the peculiar circumstances of 
the case, it was the least evil that they should trust him. The witnesses upon 
whose testimony the prisoners under the Popish Plot were condemned, 
were even inferior to Teukrus and Diokleides in presumptive credibility. 

The Athenian people have been censured for their folly in believing the 
democratical constitution in danger, because the Hermre had been mu
tilated. I have endeavored to show, that, looking to their religious ideas, 
the thread of connection between these two ideas is perfectly explicable.· 
And why are we to quarrel with the Athenians because they took arms, and 
put themselves on their guard, when a Lacedremonian or a Breotian armed 
force was actually on their frontier? 

As for the condemnation of Alkibiades and others for profaning and di
vulging the Eleusinian mysteries, these are not for a moment to be put upon 
a level with the condemnations in the Popish Plot. These were true 
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In order to appreciate the desperate hatred with which the 
exile Alkibiades afterwards revenged himself on his countryn1'en, 
it has been necessary to explain to what extent he had just 
ground of complaint against them. On being informed that they 
had condemned him to death in bis absence, he is said to have 
exclaimed: "I shall show them that I am alive." He fully 
redeemed his word.I 

The recall and consequent banishment of Alkibiades was mis
chievous to Athens in several ways. It transferred to the 

charges, at least there is strong presumptive reason for believing that they 
were true. .Persons were convicted and punished for having done acts 
which they really had done, and which they knew to be legal crimes. 
'Vhether it be right to constitute such acts legal crimes, or not, is another 

- question. The enormity of the Popish Plot consisted in punishing persons 
for acts which they had not done, and upon depositions of the most lying 
and worthless witnesses. 

The state of mind into which the Athenians were driven after the cutting 
of the Hermre, was indeed very analogous to that of the English people 
during the circulation of the Popish Plot. The suffering, terror, and dis
traction, I apprehend to have been even greater at Athens: but the cause 
of it was graver and more real, and the active injustice which it produced 
was far less than in England. 

"I shall not detain the reader (says Dr. Lingard, Hist. Engl. xiii, p. 105) 
with a naJTative of the partial trials and judicial murders of the unfortunate 
men, whose names had been inserted by Oates in his pretended discoveries. 
So violent was the excitement, so general the delusion created by the per
juries of the informer, that the voice of reason and the claims of justice 
were equally disregarded. Both judge and jury seemed to have no other 
object than to inflict vengeance on the supposed traitors. To speak in sup
port of their witnesses, or to hint the improbability of the informations, 
required a strength of mind, a recklessness of consequences, which falls to 

• the Jot of few individuals: even the king himself, convinced as he was of 
the imposture, and contemptuously as he spoke of it in private, dared not 
exercise his prerogative of mercy to save the lives of the innocent." 

It is to be noted that the House of Lords, both acting as a legislative 
body, and in their judicial character when the Catholic Lord Stafford was 
tried before them (ch. vi, pp 231-241 ), displayed a degree of prejudice aml 
injustice quite equal to that of the judges and juries in the law-courts. 

Both the English judicature on this occasion, and the Milanese judica
ture on the occasion adverted to in a previous note, were more co!Tupted 
and drirnn to greater injustice hy the reigning prejudice, than the purely 
popular dikastcry of Athens in this affair of the IIermre, and of the other 
profanations. 

1 Plutarch, Alkih. c. 22. 
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enemy's camp an angry exile, to make known her weak point~, 
and. to rouse the sluggishness of Sparta. It offended a portion 
of the Sicilian armament, most of all probably the Argeians and 
J\Iantineians, and slackened their zeal in the cause.I And what
was worst of all, it left the armament altogether under the para
lyzing command of Nikias. For Lamachus, though still equal in 
nominal authority, and now invested with the command of one
half instead of one-third of the army, appears to have had no real 
influence except in the field. 

Nikias now proceeded to execute that scheme which he had 
first suggested, to sail round from Katana to Selinus and Egesta, 
with the view of investigating the quarrel between the two as 
well as the financial means of the latter. Passing through the 
strait and along the north coast of the island, he first touched at 
Ilimera, where admittance was refused to him; he next captured 
a Sikanian maritime town named Hykkara, together with many 
prisoners ; among them the celebrated courtezan Lai's, then a 
very young girl.2 Having handed over this place to the Eges
treans, Nikias went in person to inspect their city and condition; 
but could obtain no more money than the thirty talents whieh 
had been before announced on the second visit of the commis
sioners. He then restored the prisoners from Hykkara to their 
Sikanian countrymen, receiving a ransom of one hundred and 
twenty talents,3 and conducted the Athenian land-force across the 
centre of the island, through the territory of the friendly Sikel:> 
to Katana; making an attack in his way upon the hostile Sikel 

I Thucyd. ii, 65. Ta Te tv ri;J rrrparoirf<lr,i uµ(3/,,vrepa tiroiovv, etc. 
2 The statements respecting the age and life of L!tis appear involved in 

inextricable confusion. See the note of Goller ad Philisti, Fragment. v. 
3 Diodor. viii, 6 j Thucyd. vi, 62. Kai ravopu1t"OOa a 1t" i 0 0 u av, Kai 

lyivovro t~ aim:iv dKOQ"L Kat il<arov ral.avra. The word uirioorrav seems to 
mean that the prisoners were handed over to their fellow-countrymen, tlrn 
natural persons to negotiate for their release, upon private contract of a 
definite sum. Had Thucydides said a7reclovro, it would have meant that 
they were put up to auctio.n for what they would fetch. This distinction is 
at least possible, and, in my judgment, more admissible than that propose1l 
in the note of Dr. Arnold. 

If, however, we refer to Thucyd. vi, 88, with Dukcr's note, we shall see 
that µtra7riµ1retv is sometimes, though rarely, used in the sense of µerairi/t
rrecn'fot. The case may perhaps be the same with a7reoorrav for a7r§OovrB. 

VOL. VII. 10 
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town of Hybla, in which he was repulsed. At Katana lie was 
i·ejoined by his naval force. 

It was now seemingly about the midille of October, and three 
months had elapsed since the arrival of the Athenian armament 
at Rhegium; during which period they had achieved nothing 
except the acquisition of Naxus and Katana as allies- unless 
we are to reckon the insignificant capture of Ilykkara. But 
Naxus and Katana, as Chalkidic cities, had been counted upon 
beforehand even by Nikias; together with Rhegium, which had 
been found reluctant, to his great disappointment. ·what is still 
worse, in reference to the character of the general, not only 
nothing serious had been achieved, but nothing serious had been 
attempted. The precious moment pointed out by Lamachus for 
action, when the terrific menace of the recent untried armament 
was at its maximum, and preparation as well as confidence was 
wanting at Syracuse, had been irreparably wasted. Every day 
the preparations of the Syracusans improved and their fears 
diminished; the invader, whom they had looked upon as so 
formidable, turned out both hesitating and timorous,1 and when 
he had disappeared out of their sight to Hykkara and Egesta, 
still more when he assailed in vain the insignificant Sikel post 
of Hybla, their minds underwent a reaction from dismay to 
extreme confidence. The mass of Syracusan citizens, now rein
forced by allies from Selinus and other cities, called upon their 
generals to lead to the attack of the Athenian position at Katana, 
since the Athenians did not dare to approach Syracuse; while 
Syracusan horsemen even went so far as to insult the Athenians 
in their camp, riding up to ask if they were come to settle as 
peaceable citizens in the island, instead of restoring the Leontines. 
Such unexpected humiliation, acting probably on the feelings of 
the soldiers, at length shamed Nikjas out of his inaction, and 
compelled him to strike a blow for the maintenance of his own 
1·eputation. He devised a stratagem for approaching Syracuse 
in such a manner as to elude the opposition of the Syracusan 
cavalry, informing himself as to the ground near the city, through 
some exiles serving along with him.2 

lie despatched to Syracuse a Katanrean citizen, in his heart 

1 Thucyd. vi, 63: vii, 42. 2 Thucyd. vi, 63 ; Diodor. xiii, 6. 
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attached to Athens, yet apparently neutral and on good terms 
with the other side, as bearer of a pretended message and propo
sition from the friends of Syracuse at Katana. l\lany of the 
Athenian soldiers, so the message ran, were in the l1abit of pass
ing the night within the walls, apart from their camp and arms. 
It would be easy for the Syracusans by a vigorous attack at 
daybreak, to surprise them thus unprepared and dispersed; while 
the philo-Syracusan party at Katana promised to aid, by closing 
the gates, assailing the Athenians within, and setting fire to the 
ships. A numerous body of Katan::cans, they added, were eager 
to cooperate in the plan now proposed. 

This communication, reaching the Syracusan generals at a 
moment when they were themselves elate and disposed to an 
aggressive movement, found such incautious credence, that they 
sent back the messenger to Katana with cordial assent and agree
ment for a precise day. Accordingly, a day or two before, the 
entire Syracusan force was marched out towards Katana, and 
encamped for the night on the river Sym~thus, in the Leontine 
territory, within about eight miles of Katana. But Nikias, with 
whom the whole proceeding originated, choosing this same day 
to put on shipboard his army, together with his Sikel allies 
present, sailed by night southward along the coast, rounding the 
island of Ortydia, into the Great Harbor of Syracuse. Arrived 
thither by break of _day, he disembarked his troops unopposed 
south of the mouth of the Aniipus, in the interior of the Great 
Harbor, near the hamlet which stretched towards the temple of 
Zeus Olympius. Having broken down the neighboring bridge, 
where the IIelOrine road crossed the Anapus, he took up a 
position protected by various embarrassing obstacles, - houses, 
walls, trees, and standing water, besides the steep ground of the 
Olympieion itself on his left wing; so that he could choose his 
own time for fighting, and was out of the attack of the Syracusan 
horse. For the protection of his ships on the shore, he provided 
a palisade work by cutting down the neighboring trees; and even 
took precautions for his rear by throwing up a hasty fence of 
wood and stones touching the shore at the inner bay called 
Daskon. He had full leisure for such defensive works, since the 
enemy within the walls made no attempt to disturb him, while 
the 8yracusan horse only discovered his manceuvre on arriving 
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before the lines at Katana; and though they lost no time in 
returning, the march back was a long one.I Such was the con
fidence of the Syracusans, 11owever, that even after so long a 
march, they offered battle forthwith ; but as Nikias did not quit 
l1is position, they retreated, to take up their night-station on the 
other side of the IIelOrine road, probably a road bordered on each 
side by walls. 

On the next morning, Nikias marched out of his position and 
formed his troops in order of battle, in two divisions, each eight 
deep. His front division was intended to attack; his rear di
vision - in hollow square, with the baggage in the middle - was 
held in reserve near the camp, to lend aid where aid might be 
wanted ; cavalry there was none. The Syracusan hoplites, seem
ingly far more numerous than his, presented the levy in mass of 
the city, without any selection ; they were ranged in the deeper 
01·der of sixteen, alongside of their Selinuntine allies. On the 
right wing were posted their horsemen, the best part of their 
force, not less than twelve hundred in number; together with two 
hundred horsemen from Gela, twenty from Kamarina, about fifty 
bowmen, and a company of darters. The hoplites, though full 
of courage, had little training; and their array, never precisely 
kept, was on this occasion farther disturbed by the immediate 
vicinity of the city. Some had gone in to see their families; 
others, hurrying out to join, found the battle already begun, and 
took rank wherever they could.2 

Thucydides, in describing this battle, gives us, according to his 
practice, a statement of the motives and feelings which animated 
the combatants on both sides, and which furnished a theme for 
the brief harangue of Nikias. This appeal's surprising to one 
accustomed to modern warfare, where the soldier is under the 
influence simply of professional honor and di::,grace, without any 
thought. of the cause for which he is fighting. In ancient times, 
such a motive was only one among many others, which, according 
to the circumstances of the case, contributed to eleYate or depress 
the soldier's mind at the eve of action. Nikias adverted to the 
recognized military preeminence of chosen Argeians, l\Iantine

1 Thuryd. vi, 65, 66; Diodor. xiii, 6; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 13. 
• Thucyd. vi, 67-69. 
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ians, and Athenians, as compared to the Syracusan levy in mass, 
who were full of belief in their own superiority, - this is a 
striking confession of the deplorable change which had been 
wrought by his own delay, - but who would come short in actual 
conflict, from want of discipline.I l\Ioreover, he reminded them 
that they were far away from home, and that defeat would render 
them victims, one and all, of the Syracusan cavalry. He little 
thought, nor did his prophets forewarn him, that such a calamity, 
serious as it would have been, was even desirable for Athens, 
since it would have saved her from the far more overwhelming 
disasters which will be found to sadden the coming chapters of 
this history. 

"While the customary sacrifices were being performed, the 
slingers and bowmen on both sides became engaged in skirmish
ing. But presently the trumpets sounded, and Nikias ordered 
his first division of ·hoplites to charge at once rapidly, before the 
Syracusans expected it. Judging from his previous backwardness, 
they never imagined that he would be the first to give orders for 
charging; nor was it until they saw the Athenian line actually 
advancing towards them that they lifted their own arms from the 
ground and came forward to give the meeting. The shock was 
bravely encountered on both sides, and for some time the battle 
continued hand to hand with undecided result. There happened 
to supen·ene a violent storm of rain, with thunder and lightning, 
which alarmed the Syracusans, who construed it as nn unfavor
able augury, while to the more practised Athenian hoplites, it 
seemed a mere phenomenon of the season,2 so that they still 
farther astonished the Syracusans by the unabated confidence 

Thncyd. vi, 68, 69. uA).w(' ol: Kat rrpo(' uvrlpa, rravrh1µei Te U.µvvoµe
~·ovc, Kat OVK a;roAeKTOV(' war.tp i/µa('. Kat rrpoufrt ~lKeAltJTa(', al v 7r e p
tp po v ov G l µl:v fiµa,, vrroµevoVGl ol: ov· Oii!. TO T~V lmaTi/µ11v T~(' TOA
P.'f/!:' iJr;r;w l'xet1J. 

This passage illustrates Yery clearly the meaning of the adverb rravo'f}µei. 
Compare rravoaµd, r.aVO/llAet, 1Eschylus, Sept. Thcb. 275. 

2 Thuryd. vi, 70. Toi(' ti' tµrrFLporipot(', ra µ'tv yiyvowva, Kat iJpq, frov~ 
7r<paivcc;&at OOKelv, TOV(' ol: &v&mrwra(', 1rOAV µti~w fK1rA'f};tv µ~ VlKWµevov(' 
r.apixflv. 

The Athenians, unfortunately for themselYes, were not equally unmoved 
by eclipses of the moon. The force of this remark will be seen in the next 
chapter but one. 
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with which they continued the fight. At length· the Syracusan 
army was broken, di8persed, and fled; first, before the Argeians 
on the right, next, before the Athenians in the centre. ThE. 
victors pursued as far as was safe and practicable, without dis
ordering their ranks: for the Syracusan cavalry, which had not 
yet been engaged, checked all who pressed forward, and enabled 
their own infantry to retire in safety behind the IIelOrine road.I 

So little were the Syracusans dispirited with this defeat, that 
they did not retire within their city until they had sent an ade
quate detachment to guard the neighboring temple and sacred 
precinct of the Olympian Zeus, wherein there was much 
deposited wealth, which they feared that the Athenians might 
seize. Nikias, however, without approaching the sacred ground, 
contented himself with occupying the field of battle, burnt his 
own dead, and stripped the arms from the dead of the enemy. 
The Syracusans and their allies lost two hundred and fifty men, 
the Athenians fifty.2 

On the morrow, having granted to the Syracusans their dead 
bodies for burial, and collected the ashes of his own dead, Nikias 
reembarked his troops, put to sea, and sailed back to his former 
station at Katana. Ile conceived it impossible, without cavalry 
and a farther stock of money, to maintain his position near Syra
cuse .or to prosecute immediate operations of siege or blockade. 
And as the winter was now approaching, he determined to take 
up winter quarters at Katana ; though considering the mild win
ter at Syracuse, and the danger of marsh fever near the Great 
Harbor in summer, the change of 8eason might well be regarded 
as a questionable gain. But he proposed to employ the interval 

1 Thucyd. vi, 70. 
• Thucyd. vi, 71. Plutarch (Nikias, c.16) states that Nikias refused from 

rl'iigious scruples to invade the sacred precinct, though his soldiers were 
eager to seize its contents. 

Diodorus (xiii, 6) affirms erroneously that the Athenians became masters 
of the Olympicion. Pausanias too says the same thing (x, 28, 3), adding 
that Nikias abstained from disturbing either the treasures or the offerings, 
and left them still under the care of the Syracusan priests. 

l'lutarch farther states that Nikias stayed some days in his position before 
he returned to Katana. But the language of Thucydides indicates that the 
Athenians returned on the day after the battle. 
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in sending to Athens for cavalry and money, as well as in pro
curing the like reinforcements from his Sicilian allies, whose 
numbers he calculated now on increasing by the accession of new 
cities after his recent victory, and to get together magazines of 
every kind for beginning the siege of 8yracuse in the spring. 
Despatching a trireme to Athens with these requisitions, he 
sailed with his forces to l\Iessene, within which there was a 
favorable party who gave hopes of opening the gates to him. 
Such a correspondence had already been commenced before the 
departure of Alkibiades: but it was the first act of revenge 
which the departing general took on bis country, to betray the 
proceedings to the philo-Syracusan party in :Messene. Accord
ingly, these latter, watching their opportunity, rose in arms before 
the arrival of Nikias, put to death their chief antagonists, and 
held the town by force against the Athenians; who after a fruit
less delay of thirteen days, with scanty supplies and under 
stormy weather, were forced to return to Naxos, where they 
established a palisaded camp and station, and went into winter 
quarters.l 

The recent stratagem of Nikias, followed by the movement into 
the harbor of Syracuse, and the battle, had been ably planned 
and executed. It served to show the courage and discipline of 
the army, as well as to keep up the spirits of the soldiers them
selves, and to obviate those feelings of disappointment which the 
previous inefficiency of the armament tended to arouse. But as 
to other results, the victory was barren; we may even say, pos
itively mischievous, since it imparted a momentary stimulus 
which served as an excuse to Nikias for the three months of total 
in.action which followed, and since it neither weakened nor hu
miliated the Syracusans, but gave them a salutary lesson which 
they turned to account while Nikias was in his winter quarters. 
His apathy during these first eight months after the arrival of the 
expedition at Rhegium (from July 415 B.C. to l\Iarch 414 B.c.), 
was the most deplorable of all calamities to his army, bis country, 
and himself. Abundant proofs of this will be seen in the coming 
events: at present, we have only to turn back to bis own predic
tions and recommendations. All the difficulties and dangers to 

1 Thucyd. vi, 71-74. 
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he surmounted in Sicily had been foreseen by himself and im
pressed upon the Athenians: in the first instance, as grounds 
against undertaking the expedition; but the .Athenians, though 
unfortunately not allowing them to avail in that capacity, folly 
admitted their reality, and authorized him to demand whatever 
force was necessary to overcome them.1 He had thus been 
ullowed to bring with him a force calculated upon his own ideas, 
together with supplies and implements for besieging; yet when 
11rrived, he seems only anxious to avoid exposing that force in 
:my serious enterprise, and to find an excuse for conducting it 
back to Athens. That Syracuse was the grand enemy, and that 
the capital point of the enterprise was the siege of that city, was 
a truth familiar to himself as well as every man at Athens :2 

upon the formidable cavalry of the Syracusans, Kikias had him
self insisted, in the preliminary debates. Yet, after four months 
of mere trifling, and pretence of action so as to evade dealing 
with the real difficulty, the existence of this cavalry is made an 
excuse for a farther postponement of four months until reinforce
ments can be obtained from Athens. To all the intrinsic dan
gers of the case, predicted by Nikias himself with proper dis
cernment, was thus superadded the aggravated danger of liis 
own factitious delay; frittering away the first impression of his 
armament, giving the Syracusans leisure to enlarge their fortifica
tions, and allowing the l'eloponnesians time to interfere against 
Attica as well as to succor Sicily. It was the unhappy weakness 
of this commander to shrink from decisive resolutions of every 
'kind, and at any rate to postpone them until the necessity be
mme imminent: the consequence of which was, - to use an 
expression of the Corinthian euvoy before the Peloponnesian 
war in censuring the dilatory policy of Sparta, - that never 
ncting, yet always seeming about to act, he found his enemy in 
double force instead of single, at the moment of actual confiict.3 

Great, indeed, must have been the disappointment of the Athe

1 Thncyd. vi, 21-26. 2 Thucyd. vi, 20. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 69. fi<1Vxat;ere yap µovoi 'E),;\,~vwv,,;, Aaim5aiµ6vwi, ov r~ 

1lvvaµe1 TlVU UAAU Ty µe;\.'Afiaet uµvvuµevoi, Kai µovot 0 vK u. px0µtv1/,, 
Ti/II UV~1/<llV TWll tx19-pwv, aA.A.il cltrrA.aa1ovµev11v, KaraA.U
011 T tr. 
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nians, when, after having sent forth in the montl1 of June, an 
expedition of unparalleled efli.ciency, they receive in the month 
of November a dc.,;patch to acquaint them that the general has 
accomplished little except one indecisive victory; and that he 
l1as not even attempted anything serious, nor can do so unless 
they send him farther cavalry and money. Yet the only answer 
which they made wa,;, to grant and provide for this demand 
without any public expression of discontent or disappointment 
against him.I And this is the more to be noted, since the re-

I Aiuxpilv oe {3tarn'itvra, urrelci'ieiv, f'J vcrrepov trriµeTarreµrrecr{Tai, 
To rr11wrov ucrKirrT<J> {3ovlcevcraµi:vovr: "It is disgraceful to be driven out 
of Sicily by superior force, or to send back here afterwards for fresh reinforce
ments, through our ow11 fault in making bad calculations at first." (Thucyd. 
vi, 21.) 

This was a part of the last speech by Nikias himself at Athens, prior to 
the expedition. The Athenian people in reply had passed a vote that he 
and his colleagues should fix their own amount of force, and should have 
everything which they asked for. Moreover, such was the feeling in the 
city, that every one individually was anxious to put down his name to 
serve (vi, 26-31). Thucydides can hardly find words sufficient to Clepict 
the" completeness, the grandeur, the wealth public and private, of the ar
mament. 

As this goes to establish what I have advanced in the text, - that the 
actions of Nikias in Sicily stand most of all condemned by his own pre
vious speeches at Athens, - so it seems to have been forgotten by Dr. Ar
nold, when he wrote his note on the remarkable passage, ii, 65, of Thucydi
des, - 1:; WV una Te 1r0Af,a, .,, lv µeyat,1) rrol.ei, Kat upxi}v £xoiicry, fiµap
T~i'iri, Kat 0 er "f.tKEAtaV rr/covr" O> OV TOCTOVTOV yvtJµTJ> uµapTTJµa 1/v 1rpor 
OV> f7qjecrav, UCTOV ol i:KrriµipavTer, OV Ta 1rpocrq>opa TOL> o/xo
µ iv 0 I ' t rr l y' y v wer K0 v T E" ulclc<L IWTU TU> l&iar Ota{3olcar 1rEpl TTJ' 
TOU o~µov rroocrracria>, TU Te l:v T{il crrpaTorrto,,, uµ,8Ai!npa lrroiovv, Kat Ta 
1rEpt ';~V r.6/civ npwTOV l:v ul,lcf1Aoir lrapaxi'iricrav. Upon which Dr. Arnold 
remarks:

"Thucydides here expresscq the same opinion which he repeats in two 
other places (vi, 31; vii, 4~), namely, that the Athenian power was fully 
adequate to the conquest of Syracuse, had not the expedition been mismanaged 
by the general, and i11S1(fficiently supplied by the government at home. The words 
ov T<'i rrpocrq>opa roir olxoµivotr l:rriytyv"1cr1<0vur signify "not voting ajteT
wards the needful supplies to their absent armament:" for Nikias was prevented 
from improving his first victory over the Syracusans by the want of cavalry 
and money; and the whole winter was lost before he could get supplied 
from Athens. And subsequently the armament was allowed to be reduced 
v~.~ t~ 1~~ 
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moval of Alkibiades afforded an inviting and even valuable op
portunity for proposing to send out a fresh colleague in his room. 

to great distress and weakness, before the second expe<lition was sent to re
inforce it." Goller and Poppo concur in this explanation. 
'Let us in the first place discuss the explanation here given of the words 

T,< 7rp6u<f>opa l7rtytyvwuKovnr. It appears to me that these words do not 
8ignify" voting t!te needful supplies." 

The word i1rtytyvwuKeiv cannot be used in the same sense with l7rt1ri:µ1rttv 
- 7rapauxeiv (vii, 2-15 ), lK7ropil;tiv. As it would not be admissible to say 
hrtytyvwuKetV o7rAa, vijar, Z1r1rovr, xp~µara, etc., so neither can it be right to 
say e7rtyiyvwa1<etv Tu 7rpoa<f>opa, if this latter word were used only as a com
prehensive word for these particulars, meaning "supplies." The words 
really mean: "takingfartheT resolutions (after the expedition was gone) un
s!titable or miscltie1:ous to the absent armament." ITp6a<f>opa is used here quite 
g·enerally, agreeing with (3ovAti>µara, or some such word: indeed, we find the 
phrase T<t 7rpoa<f>opa used in the most general sense, for "what is suitable;" 
·•what is advantageous or convenient:" yv,uv{u;w Til 7rpoa<fopa - 7rpaaatrat 
TU 7rp6a¢opa- TU 7rpoa<f>op' 1JV;ar' - TU 7rpoa<f>opa opwv~ UV-TO Taiaot 7rpou
9opov. Euripid. Hippo!. 112; Alkestis, 148; Iphig. Aul. 160, B; Helen. 
1299; Troades, 304. 

Thucydides appears to have in view the violent party contests which 
broke out in reference to the Hermre and the other irreligious acts at 
Athens, after the departure of the armament, especially to the mischief of 
1·ecalling Alkibiades, which grew out of those contests. He does not alludo 
to the withholding of supplies from the armament; nor was it the purpose 
of any of the parties at Athens to withhold them. The party acrimony 
,·;as directed against Alkibi,ides exclusively, not against the expedition. 

Next, as to the main allegation in Dr. Arnold's note, that one efthe causrs 
of the failure of the Athenian expedition in Sicily, was, that it was "insuf
f.ciently supplied by Athens." Of the two passages to which he refers in 
Thucydides (vi, 31; vii, 42), the first distinctly contradicts this allegation, 
J,y setting forth the prodigious amount of force sent; the second says noth
ing about it, and indirectly discountenances it, by dwelling. upon the glar
ing blunders of Nikias. 

After the Athenians had allowed Nikias in the spring to name and col
lect the force which he thought requisite, how could they expect to receive 
a demand for farther reinforcements in the autumn, the army having really 
done nothing 1 Nevertheless, the supplies U'e•·e sent, as soon as they could 
lie, and as soon as Nikias expected them. If the whole winter was lost, 
that was not the fault of the Athenians. 

Still harder is it in Dr. Arnold, to say, "that the armament was allowed to 
Le reduced to great distress and weakness before the second expedition was 
>eut to reinforce it." The second expedition was sent the moment that Nik
i:ls made known his distress and asked for it; his intimation of distress com
ing quite suddenly, almost immelliately after most successful appearances. 
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If there were no complaints raised against Nikias at Athens, so 
neither are we informed of any such, even among his own sol
diers in Sicily, though their di~appointment must have been yet 
greater than that of'" their countrymen at home, considering the 
expectations with which they had come out. "re may remember 
that the delay of a few days at Eion, under perfectly justifi~Lle 
circumstances, and while awaiting the arrival of reinforcements 
actually sent for, raised the loudest murmurs against Kleon in 
his expedition against .Amphipolis, from the hoplites in his own 
army.I The contrast is instructive, and will appear yet more 
instructive as we advance forward. 

Meanwhile the Syracusans were profiting by the lesson of their 
recent defeat. In the next public assembly which ensued, Her
mokrates addressed them in the mingled tone of encouragement 
and admonition. Ile praised their bravery, while he deprecated 
their want of tactics and discipline. Considering the great supe
riority of the enemy in this last respect, he regarded the recent 
battle as giving good promise for the future; and he appealed 
with satisfaction to the precautions taken by Nikias in fortifying his 
camp, as well as to his speedy retreat after the battle. He pressed 
them to diminish the excessive number of fifteen generals, whom 
they had hitherto been accustomed to nominate to the command; 
to reduce the number to three, conferring upon them at the same 

It appears to me that nothing can be more incorrect or inconsistent with 
the whole tenor of the narmtive of Thucyclicles, than to charge the Atheni· 
ans with having starved their expcrlition. ·what they are really chargeable 
with, is, the having devoted to it a disproportionate fraction of their entire 
strength, perfectly enormous and ruinous. And so Thucydides plainly 
conceives it, when he is describing both the armament of Nikias and that 
of Demosthenes. 

Thucydides is very reserved in saying anything against Nikias, whom he 
treats throughout with the greatest indulgence and tenderness. But he lets 
drop quite sufficient to prove that he concei,·ed the mismanagement of the 
general as the cause of the failure of the armament, not as "one of two 
canscs," as Dr. Arnold here presents it. Of conrse, I recognize fully the 
consummate skill, and the aggres,ive vigor so unusual in a Spartan, of Gy
lippus, together with the effective influence which this exercised upon the 
result. Bnt Gylippus woulcl never have set foot in Syracuse, had he not 
been let in, first through the apathy, next through the contemptuous want 
of precaution, shown by Niki as (vii, 42 ). 

1 Thucyd. v, 7. See volume vi of this History, chap. liv, p. 464. 
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time fuller powers than had been before enjoyed, and swearing a 
solemn oath to leave them unfettered in the exercise of such 
powers; lastly, to enjoin upon these generals the most strenuous 
efforts, during the coming winter, for training and arming the 
whole population. Accordingly Hermokrates himself, with Hera
kleides and Sikanus, were named to the command. Ambassadors 
were sent both to Sparta and to Corinth, fo1· the purpose of entreat
ing assistance in Sicily, as well as of prevailing on the Peloponne
sians to recommence a direct attack against Attica ;I so as at least 
to prevent the Athenians from sending farther reinforcements to 
Nikias, and perhaps even to bring about the recall of his army 

But by far the most important measure which marked the 
nomination of the new generals, was, the enlargement of the line 
of fortifications at Syracuse. They constructed a new wall, in
closing an additional space and covering both their inner and their 
outer city to the westward, reaching from the outer sea to the 
Great Harbor, across the whole space fronting the rising slope 
of the hill of Epipolre, and stretching far enough westward to 
inclose the sacred precinct of Apollo Temenites. This wa3 
intended as a precaution, in order that if Nikias, resuming opera
tions in the spring, should beat them in the field and confine them 
to their walls, he might, nevertheless, be prevented from carrying 
a wall of circumvallation from sea to sea without covering a great 
additional extent of ground.2 Besides this, the Syracusans fitted 
up and garrisoned the deserted town of l\legara, on the eoast to 
the north of Syracuse; they established a regular fortification and 
garrison in the Olympieion or temple of Zeus Olympius, which 
they had already garrisoned after the recent battle with Nikias ; 
and they planted stakes in the sea to obstruct the convenient 
landing-places. All these precautions were useful to them; and 
we may even say that the new outlying fortification, inclosing the 
Temcnites, proved their salvation in the coming siege, by so 
lengthening the circumvallation necessary for the Athenians to 

1 Thucy<l. vi, i2, 73. 
• Thucyd. vi, i5.'Ereix1(uv oe ol ivpaKO<JlOl tv re;, XElµWVl r.poi; re TV rroi'.e1, 

ruv Tcµ,.viTr;v lvroi; rro1711Juµevoi, reixoi; rrapu r.iiv ril rrpili; 'Errt
7r o I. ui; opwv, orr cJ i; µ ~ oi' t I. a er er o v o i: r varr ore ix t "rot C:, er t v, 
/iv u11a <Jyi<l'),wvrai, etc. 

I resen·e the general explanation of the topography of Syracuse for the 
next chapter, whcu the si<.>ge begins. 

http:rroi'.e1
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construct, that Gylippus had time to arrive before it was finished. 
But there was one farther precaution which the Syracusans 
omitted at this moment, when it was open to them without any 
hindrance, to occupy and fortify the Euryalus, or the summit 
of the hill of Epipolre. Had they done this now, probably the 
Athenians could never. have made progress with their lines of 
circumvallation : but they did not think of it until too late, 
as we shall presently see. 

Nevertheless it is important to remark, in reference to the 
general scheme of Athenian operations in Sicily, t11at if Nikias 
had adopted the plan originally recommended by Lamachus, or 
if he had begun his permanent besieging operations against Syra
cuse in the summer or autumn of 415 n.c., instead of postponing 
them, as he actually did, to the spring of 414 n.c., he would have 
found none of these additional defences to contend against, and 
the line of circumvallation necessary for his purpose would have 
been shorter and easier. Besides these permanent and irreparable 
disadvantages, his winter's inaction at Naxos drew upon him the 
farther insult, that the Syracusans marched to his former quarters 
at Katana and burned the tents which they found standing, 
ravaging at the same time the neighboring fields.I 

Kamarina maintained an equivocal policy which made both 
parties l1ope to gain it ; and in the course of this winter the Athe
nian envoy Euphemus with others was sent thither to propose a 
renewal of that alliance, between the city and Athens, which had 
been concluded ten years before. IIermokrates the Syracusan 
went to counteract his object; and both of them, according to 
Grecian custom, were admitted to address the public assembly. 

IIermokratGs began by denouncing the views, designs, and past 
history of Athens. Ile did not, he said, fear her power, provided 
the Sicilian cities were united and true to each other: even 
against Syracnse alone, the hasty retreat of the Athenians after 
the recent battle had shown how little they confided in their own 
strength. \Yhat he did fear, was, the delusive promises and 
insinuations of Athens, tending to disunite the island, and to 
paralyze all joint resistance. Every one knew that her purpose 
in this expedition was to subjugate all Sicily,- that Leontini and 

1 Thucyd. vi, 75. 
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Egesta served n;erely as convenient pretences to put forward, 
and that she could have no sincere sympathy for Chalkidians in 
Sicily, when she herself held in slavery the Chalkidians in Eu
bcea. It was, in truth, nothing else but an extension of the same 
scheme of rapacious ambition, whereby she had reduced her Ionian 
allies and kinsmen to their present wretched i'lavery, now threat
ened against Sicily. The Sicilians could not too speedily show her 
that they were no Ionians, made to be transferred from one master 
to another, but autonomous Dorians from the centre of autonomy, 
Peloponnesus. It would be madness to forfeit this honorable 
position through jealousy or lukewarmness among themselves. 
Let not the Kamariml:ans imagine that Athens was striking her 
blow at Syracuse alone: they were themselves next neighbors 
of Syracuse, and would be the first victims if she were conquered. 
They might wish, from apprehension or envy, to see the superior 
power of Syracuse humbled, but this could not happen without 
endangering their own existence. They ought to do for her 
what they would have asked her to <lo if the Athenians had 
invaded Kamarina, instead of lending merely nominal aid, as they 
had hitherto done. Their former alliance with Athens was for 
purposes of mutual defence, not binding them to aid her in 
schemes of pure aggression. To hold aloof, give fair words to 
both parties, and leave 8yracuse to fight the battle of Sicily 
single-handed, was as unjust as it was dishonorable. If she came 
off victor in the struggle, she would take care that the Kama
rinreans should be no gainers by such a policy. The state of·· 
affairs was so plain, that he (Ilermokrates) could not pretend to 
enlighten them: but he solemnly appealed to their sentiments of 
common blood and lineage. The Dorians of Syracuse were 
assailed by their eternal enemies the Ionians, and ought not t!> be 
now betrayed by their own brother Dorians of Kamarina.I 

Euphemus, in reply, explained the proceedings of Athens in 
reference to her empire, and vindicated her against the charges 
of Ile1·mokrates. Though addres~ing a Dorian assemlily, he did 
not fear to take his start from the position laid down by IIermo
krates, that Ionians were the natural enemies of Dorians. Under 
this feeling Athens, as an Ionian city, had looked about to 

1 Thncyd, vi, 77-80. 



231 ElJPHEMUS AT KA)lAIU~A. 

strengthen herself against the supremacy of her powerful Dorian 
neighbor;; in Peloponnesus. Finding herself after the repulse 
of the Persian king at the head of those Ionians and other 
Greeks who had just revolted from him, she had made use of her 
1iosition as well as of her superior navy to shake off the illegiti
mate ascendency of Sparta. Iler empire was justified by regard 
for her own safety against Sparta, as well as by the immense su
periority of her maritime efforts in the rescue of Greece from the 
Persians. Even in reference to her allies, she had good ground 
for reducing them to subjection, because they had made them
selves the instruments and auxiliaries of the Persian king in his 
attempt to conquer her. Prudential views for as.0 ured safety to 
herself had thus led her to the acquisition of her present empire, 
and the same views now brought her to Sicily. Ile was pre
pared to show that the interests of Kamarina were in full 
uccordance with those of Athens. The main purpose of Athens 
in Sicily was to prevent her Sicilian enemies from sending aid to 
her Peloponnesian enemies, to accomplish which, powerful Sici
lian allies were indispensable to her. To enfeeble or subjugate 
her Sicilian allies would be folly : if she did this, they would not 
serve her purpose of keeping the Syracusans employed in their 
own island. Hence her desire to reestablish the expatriated 
Leontines, powerful and free, though she retained the Chalki
dians in Eubcea as subjects. Near home, she wanted nothing 
but subjects, disarmed and tribute-paying, while in Sicily, she 
required independent and efficient allies; so that the double 
conduct, which Hermokrates reproached as inconsistent, proceeded 
from one and the same root of public prudence. Pursuant to 
that motive, Athens dealt differently with her different allies, 
according to the circumstances of each. Thus, she respected the 
autonomy of Chios and 1\Iethymna, and maintained equal rela~ 
ticins with other islanders near Peloponnesus; and such were the 
relations which she now wished to establish in Sicily. 

No: it was Syracuse, not Athens, whom the Kamarinreans and 
other Sicilians had really ground to fear. Syracuse was aiming 
at the acquisition of imperial sway over the island; and that 
which she had already done towards the Leontines showe<l what 
she was prepared to do when the time came, against Kamarina 
aud others. It was under this apprehension that the Kamari
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rn~ans had formerly invited Athens into Sicily : it would be 
alike unjust and impolitic were they now to repudiate her aid, for 
she could accomplish nothing without them ; if they did so on 
the present occasion, they would repent it hereafter when exposed 
to the hostility of a constant encroaching neighbor, and when 
Athenian auxiliaries could not again be had. He repelled the 
imputations which Hcrmokrates had cast upon Athens, but the 
Kamarinreans were not sitting as judges or censors upon her 
merits. It was for them to consider whether that meddlesome 
disposition, with which Athens was reproached, was not highly 
beneficial as the terror of oppressors, and the shield of weaker 
states, throughout Greece. He now tendered it to the Kama
rinreans as their only security against Syracuse ; calling upon 
them, instead of living in perpetual fear of her aggression, to 
seize the present opportunity of attacking her on an equal footing, 
jointly with Athens.I 

In these two remarkable speeches, we find Hermokrates 
renewing substantially the same line of counsel as he had taken 
up ten years before at the congress of Gcla, to settle all Sicilian 
differences at home, and above all things to keep out the inter
vention of Athens; who if she once got footing in Sicily, would 
never rest until she reduced all the cities successively. This 
was the natural point of view for a Syracusan politician ; but by 
no means equally natural, nor equally conclusive, for an inhabitant 
of one of the secondary Sicilian cities, especially of the contermi
nous Kamarina. And the oration of Euphemus is an able plead
ing to demonstrate that the Kamarinreans had far more to fear 
from Syracuse than from Athens. His arguments to this point 
are at least highly plausible, if not convincing: but he seems to 
lay himself open to attack from the opposite quarter. If Athens 
cannot hope to gain any subjects in Sicily, what motive has she 
for interfering? This Euphemus meets by contending that if 
she does not interfere, the Syracusans and their allies will come 
across and render assistance to the enemies of Athens in Pelo
ponnesus. It is manifest, however, that under the actual circum
stances of the time, Athens could have no real fears of this 
nature, and that her real motives for meddling in Sicily were 

1 'fhucyd. Yi, 83-87. 
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those of hope and encroachment, not of self-defence. But it 
shows how little likely such hopes were to be realized, and ihere
fore how ill-advised the whole plan of interference in Sicily was, 
-that the Athenian envoy could say to the Kamarimcans, in 
the same strain as Nikias had spoken at Athens when combating 
the wisdom of the expedition: "Such is the <li~tance of Sicily 
from Athens, and such the dilficulty of guarding cities of great 
force and ample territory combined, that if we wished to hold 
you Sicilians as subjects, we should be unable to do it: we can 
only retain you as free and powerful allies." 1 "'What Nikias said 
at Athens to dissuade hi;; countrymen from the enterprise, under 
sincere conviction, Euphemus repeated at Kamarina for the pur
pose of conciliating that city; probably, without believing it 
himself, yet the anticipation was not on that account the less true 
and reasonable. 

The Kamarinreans felt the force of both speeches, from Iler
rookrates and Euphemus. Their inclinations carried them 
towards the Athenians, yet not without a certain misgiving in 
case Athens should prove completely successful. Towards the 
Syracu~ans, on the contrary, they entertained nothing but unqual
ified apprehension, and jealousy of very ancient date ; and even 
now their great fear was, of probable suffering, if the Syracusans 
succeeded against Athens without their coiiperation. In this 
dilemma, they thought it safest to give an eYasive answer, of 
friendly sentiment towards both parties, but refusal of aid to 
either; hoping thus to avoid an inexpiable breach, whichever 
way the ultimate success might turn.2 

For a city comparatively weak and situated like Kamarina, such 
was perhaps the least hazardous policy. In December, 415 B.c., 
no human being could venture to predict how the struggle between 
Nikias and the Syracusans in the coming year would turn out; 
nor were the Kamarinreans prompted by any hearty feeling to 
take the extreme chances with either party. J\Iatters had borne 

1 Thucyd. vi, 86. ~µeir µiv )'t .,i)u ipµeivaL dvvarol µ~ µ'it' V/LWV · d re 

Kat )'tVoµtVOL KaKOt Karep)'aJaiµe{)a, uovvaTOL /caTaJXetV, Ot:t µ~KOf Tt rr/,oii 

Kai urropi11- cpv:AaK~~ m)/,ewv µeyu:Awv Kai rrapa,;Kevfi ~rre11>wrirlwv, etc. 
This is exactly the language of Nikias in his speech to the Athenians, 

vi, 11. t Thucyd. Yi, 88. 
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a different aspect, indeed, in the preceding month of July 415 B.c., 
when the Athenians 1irst arrin~d. Had the vigorous policy urged 
by Lamachus Leen then followed up, the Athenians would always 
have appeared likely to succeed, if; indeed, they had not al;·eady 
become conquerors of Syracuse ; so that waverers like the 
Kamarin:_eans would have remained attached to them from policy. 
The best way to obtain allies, Larnachus had contended, was, to 
be prompt and decisive in action, and to strike at the capital point 
at once, while the intimidating effect of tlieir arrival was fresh. 
Of the value of his advice, an emphatic illustration is afforded by 
the conduct of Kamarina.1 

Throughout the rest of the winter, Nikias did little or nothing. 
Ile merely despatched envoys for the purpose of conciliating the 
Sikels in the interior, where the autonomous Sikels, who dwelt in 
the central regions of the island, for the most part declared in his 
fav~r,- especially the powerful Sikel prince ArchOnides, - send
ing provisions and even money to the camp at Naxos. Against 
some refractory tribes, Nikias sent detachments for purposes of 
compulsion; while the Syracurnns on their part did the like to 
counteract him. Such Sikel tribes as had become dependents of 
Syracuse, stood aloof from the struggle. As the spring ap
proached, Nikias transferred his position from Naxos to Katana, 
i·eestablishing that camp which the Syracusans had destroyed.2 

Ile farther sent a trireme to Carthage, to invite cooperation 
from that city; and a second to the Tyrrhenian maritime cities 
Qn the southern coast of Italy, some of whom had proffered to him 
their services, as ancient enemies of Syracu~e, and now realized 
their promises. From Carthage nothing was obtained; why, we 
do not know ; for we shall find the Carthaginians, six years hence, 
invading Sicily with prodigious forces ; and if they entertained 
any such intentions, it would seem that the presence of Nikias in 
Sicily must have presented the most convenient moment for ex
ecuting them. To the Sikels, Egestteans, and all the other allies 
of Athens, Nikias sent orders for bricks, iron bars, clamps, and 
C\"erything suitable for the wall of circumvallation, which was to 
be commenced with the first burst of spring. 

1 Compare the remarks of Alkibia<lCs, Thucyd. vi, 91. 
• Thury<l. Yi, SS. ' 
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·while such preparations were going on in Sicily, debates of 
portentous promise took place at Sparta. Immediately after tlie 
battle near the Olympieion, and the retreat of Nikias into winter 
quarters, the Syracusans had despatched envoys to Peloponnesus 
to solicit reinforcements. Here, again, we are compelled to notice 
the lamentable consequences arising out of the inaction of Nikias. 
Had he commenced the siege of Syracuse on his first arrival, it 
may be doubted whether any such envoys would have been sent 
to Peloponnesus at all; at any rate, they would not have arrived 
in time to produce decisive effects.I After exerting what influence 
they could upon the Italian Greeks in their voyage, the Syracusan 
envoys reached Corinth, where they found the warme;;t reception 
and obtained promises of speedy succor. The Corinthians fur
nished envoys of their own to accompany them to Sparta, and to 
back their request for Lacedremonian aid. 

They found at the congress at Sparta another advocate upon 
whom they could not reasonably haYe counted, Alkibiacles. That 
exile had crossed over from Thurii to the Eleian port of Kyllene 
in Peloponnesus in a merchant-vessel,2 and now appeared at 

1 Thucyd. vi, 88 ; '·ii, 42. 
2 Plutarch (Alkib. c. 23) says that he went to reside at Argos; but this 

~eems difficult to reconcile with the a•sertion of Thn<"ydidcs (vi, 61) that 
his friends at Argos had incurred grave suspicions of treason. 

ComeIius Nepos (Alkib. c. 4) says, with greater probability of truth, that 
Alkibiades went from Thurii, first to Elis, next to Thebes. · 

Isokrates (De Bigis, Orat. xvi, s. 10) says that the .Athenians banished· 
him out of all Greece, inscribed his nnme on a column, and sent envovs to 
demand his person from the Argcians ; so that Alkibiades u·as compell~d to 
take refuge with the Lace<lremonians. This whole statement of Isokratcs 
is exceedingly loose and untrustworthy, carrying back the commencement 
of the conspiracy of the :Four Hundred to a time anterior to the banish
ment of Alkibiadcs. But among all the vague sentences, this allegation 
that the Athenians banished him out of all Greece stands prominent. They 
could only banish him from the territory of Athens and her allie•. 'Vhether 
he went to Argos, as I have already said, seems to me very doubtful: 
perhaps Plutarch copied the statement from this passage of Isokrate,;. 

But under all circumstances, we are not to believe that Alkibiades turned 
against his country, or went to Sparta, upon c~mpulsion. The fir•t act of his 
hostility to Athens, the disappointing her of the acquisition of l\Iessene, was 
committed before he left Sicily. Moreover, Thucydides represents him as 
unwilling indeed to go to Sparta, but only unwilling because he was afraid 
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Sparta on special invitation and safe-conduct from tlie Lace<lre
monians; of whom he wa,; at first vehemently afraid, in conse
quence of having raised against them that Peloponnesian combi
nation which had given them so much trouble before the battle 
of J\Iantineia. He now appeared, too, burning with hostility 
against his country, and eager to inflict upon her all the mischief 
in his power. n~wing been the chief evil genius to plunge her, 
mainly for selfish ends of his own, into this ill-starred venture, he 
was now about to do liis best to turn it into her irreparable ruin. 
His fiery stimulus, and unmeasured exaggerations, supplied what 
was wanting in Corinthian and Syracusan eloquence, and inflamed 
the tardy good-will of the Spartan ephors into comparative de
cision and activity.1 His harangue in the Spartan congress is 
given to us by Thucydides, who may possibly have heard it, as 
he was then himself in exile. Like the earlier speech which he 
puts into the mouth of Alkibiades at Athens, it is eharaeteristic 
in a high degree; and interesting in another point of view as the 
latest composed speech of any length which we find in his history. 
I give here the substance, without professing to translate the 
words. 

" First, I must address you, Lacedremonians, respecting the 
prejudices current against me personally, before I can hope to 
find a fair hearing on public matters. You know it was I, who 
renewed my public connection with Sparta, after my ancestors 
before me had quarrelled with you and renounced it. Moreover, 
I assiduously cultivated your fa,·or on all points, especially by 
attentions to your prisoners at Athens: but while I was showing 
all this zeal towards you, you took the opportunity of the peace 
which you made with Athens to employ my enemies as your 
agents, thus strengthening their hands, and dishonoring me. It 
was this conduct of yours which drove me to unite with the Ar
geians and Mantineians; nor ought you to be angry with me for 
mischief which you thus drew upon yourselves~ ProbaLly 8ome 
of you hate me too, without any good reason, as a forward parti
san of democracy. J\Iy family were always opposed to the Pei-

of the Spartans; in fact, waiting for a 8afc-conduct nnd invitation from 
them. Thncydides mentions nothing about his going to Argos (vi, 88). 

1 Thucyd. vi, 88. 



237 

I 

SPEECH OF ALKIBIADES AT SPARTA. 

sistratid despots ; and as all opposition to a reigning <lynasty 
takes the name of The I>eople, rn from that time forward we 
continued to act as leaders of the people.I :Moreover, our estab
lished constitution was a democracy, so that I had no choice but 
to obey, though I did my best to maintain a moderate line of 
political conduct in the midst of the reigning license. It was not 
my family, but others, who in former times as well as .now, led 
the people into the worst courses, those same men who sent me 
into exile. I always acted as leader, not of a party, but of the 
entire city; thinking it right to uphold that constitution in which 
Athens liad enjoyed her grandeur and freedom, and which I 
found already existing.2 For a$ to democracy, all we Athenians 
of common sense well knew its real character. Personally, I 
have better reason than any one else to rail against it, if one could 
say anything new about such confessed folly; but I did not think 
it safe to change the government, while you were standing by as 
enemies. 

" So much as to myself personally: I shall now talk to you 
about the business of the meeting, and tell you something more 
than you yet know. Our purpose in sailing from Athens, was, 
first to conquer the Sicilian Greeks ; next, the Italian Greeks; 
afterwards, to make an attempt on the Carthaginian empire and 
on Carthage herself. If all or most of this succeeded, we were 
then to attack Peloponnesus. We intended to bring to this en
terprise the entire power of the Sicilian and ~alian Greeks, 
besides large numbers of Iberian and other warlike barbaric mer-

Thucyd. vi, 89. Toir yi£p rvpuvvotr U.Ei 'TWTE Otu<fiopot foµev, r.U.v ot- TQ 
El'avnovµevov T{iJ ovvarJTEVOVTl o~µn<; iivoµarJTal . Kai arr' lKflVOV ;vµrrapi
µ<ivev ii r.pourauia i/µiv rov r.l.~i9m•r. 

It is to be recollected that the Lacedromonians had been always opposed 
to rvpavvoi, or despots, and had been particularly opposed to the l'eisistra
titl rvpavvoi, whom they in fact put down. In tracing his democratical 
tendencies, therefore, to this source, Alkibiadcs took the best means of ex
cusing them before a Lacedromoninn audience . 

• Thucyd. vi, 89. iiµeir oi: TOV ~vµrravror r.pofor17µev, &ucawiivrer, tv ,;, 
uxi/µari µeyfor17 ii rrul.q: lrvxe Kat il.evi9epwraT1J ovua, Kai or.ep Mi;aro rir, 
Tovro ~vvoiauw(nv· lrrei OT/µoKpariav ye Kat lyiyvwuKoµev ol rppovoiivrir Tt, 
Kat av•il> OVOfV'J' UV xeipov, oac,> Kat l.oulop~uatµt • U.lt/.u rrept oµol.oyovµivTJ> 
UVOta> ovoi:v UV Kaivov l.eyotTO. Kat TO µei9trJTavat avTi')v OVK EOOK££ i)µ'iv U<T• 
-<Jial.i:> tivat, vµCJv rro/.eµiwv rrpoa Kai917µ€vwv. 
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cenaries, together with many new triremes built from the abun
dant forests of Italy, and large supplies Loth of treasure and 
prov1s10n. 'Ve could thus blockade Peloponnesus all round with 
our fleet, and at the same time assail it with our land-force; and 
we calculated, by taking some towns by storm and occupying 
others as permanent fortified positions, that we should easily con
quer the.whole peninsula, and then become undisputed masters 
of Greece. You thus hear the whole scheme of our expedition 
from the man who knows it best; and you may depend on it that 
the remaining generals will execute all this, if they can. Noth
ing but your intervention can hinder them. If; indeed, the 
Sicilian Greeks were all united, they might hold out; but the 
Syracusans standing alone cannot, beaten as they already have 
been in a general action, and blocked up as they are by sea. If 
Syracuse falls into the hands of the Athenians, all Sicily and all 
Italy will share the same fate; and the danger which I have 
described will be soon upon you. 

"It is not therefore simply for the safety of Sicily, - it is for 
the safety of Peloponnesus, - that I now urge you to send across, 
forthwith, a fleet with an army of hoplites as rowers; and what 
I consider still more important than an army, a Spartan general 
to take the supreme command. Moreover, you must also carry 
on declared and vigorous war against Athens here, that the Syra
cusans may be encouraged to hold out, and that Athens may be 
in no conditiono to send additional reinforcements thither. You 
must farther fortify and permanently garrison Dekeleia in At
tica: 1 that is the contingency which the Athenians have always 
been most afraid of, and which therefore you may know to be 
your best policy. You will thus get into your own hands the 
live and dead stock of Attica, interrupt the working of the silver 
mines at Laureion, deprive the Athenians of their profits from 
judicial fines as well as of their landed revenue, and dispose the 
subject-allies to withhold their tribute. 

"None of you ought to think the worse of me because I make 
this vigorous onset upon my country in conjunction with her 

1 The establishment and permanent occupation of a fortified post in At
tica, had been contemplated by the Corinthians even before the beginning 
of the war (Thuryd. i, 122). 
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enemies, I who once passed for a patriot.I Nor ought you to 
mistru~t my assurances, as coming from the reckless passion of an 
exile. The worst enemies of Athens are not those who make 
open war like you, but those who drive her best friends into 
hostility. I loved my country,2 while I was secure as a citizen; 
I love her no more, now that I am wronged. In fact, I do not 
conceive myself to be assailing a country still mine; I am rather 
trying to win back a country now lost to me. The real patriot 
is not he, who, having unjustly lost his country, acquiesces in 
patience, but he whose ardor makes him try every means to 
regain her. 

" Employ me without fear, Lacedremonians, in any service of 
danger or suffering; the more harm I did you formerly as an 
enemy, the more good I can now do you as a friend. Ilut above 
all, do not shrink back from instant operations both in Sicily and 
in Attica, upon which so much depends. You will thus put 
down the power of Athens, present as well as future; you will 
dwell yourselves in safety; and you will become the leaders of 
undivided Hellas, by free consent and without force."3 

.Enormous consequences 'turned upon this speech, no less 
masterly in reference to the purpose and the audience, than 
infamous as an indication of the character of the speaker. If its 
contents became known at Athens, as they probably did, the 
enemies of Alkibiades would be supplied with a justification of 
their most violent political attacks. That imputation which they 
had taken so much pains to fasten upon him, citing in proof of it 
alike his profligate expenditure, overbearing insolence, and deri
sion of the religious ceremonies of the state,4 - that he detested 
the democracy in his heart, submitted to it only from necessity, 
and was watching for the first safe opportunity of subverting it, 
- appears here in his own language as matter of avowal and 

Thucyd. vi, 92. Kal xeipwv obclevi it;iw 001\eiv vµwv elvat, el Tij lµavToii 
µeril rwv rrol.eµiwrurwv, <J)lAorro.A.ir rrore cloKwv eiva1, vvv 1-yKparwr lrripxoµat. 

2 Thucyd. vi, 92. To re cpi.A.orro.A.i oh lv ,,J ucliKovµat i'xw, uAA' lv ,,J 
U.11rpa.A.w, erro.A.treirlt71v. OM' err! rrarpicla ofoav lrt ~yovµai viiv livat, rro.A.i> 
oe µiiUov T7JV OVK oiiaav civaKriicr{)ai. Kat rp1Uirro/.ir ovror bp{)wr, ovx or UV 
Ti)v tavrov U.cliKwr U.rro.A.foar µi) lrriv, U.U' or av EK rravror rporrov Otil. TO 
im{)vµ£iv rreipa{)ij avr1Jv ava.A.a,3£iv. 

a Thucyd. vi, 89-92. 4 Thucyd. vi, 28. 
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boast. The sentence of condemnation against him would now be 
unanimously approved, even by those who at ~he time had depre
cated it; and the people would be more firmly persuaded than 
before. of the reality of the association between irreligious mani
festations and treasonable designs. Doubtless the inferences so 
drawn from the speech would be unsound, because it represented, 
not the actual past sentiments of Alkibiades, but those to which 
he now found it convenient to lay ·claim. As far as so very 
selfish a politician could be said to have any preference, democ
racy was, in some respects, more convenient to him than oligarchy. 
Though offensive to his taste, it held out larger prospects to his 
love of show, his adventurous ambition, and his rapacity for 
foreign plunder; while under an oligarchy, the jealous restraints 
and repulses imposed on him by a few equals, would be perhaps 
more galling to his temper than those arising from the whole 
people.I He takes credit in his speech for moderation, as opposed 
to the standing license of democracy. But this is a pretence 
absurd even to extravagance, and which Athenians of all parties 
would have listened to with astonishment. Such license as that 
of Alkibiades had never been seen at Athens ; and it was the 
adventurous instincts of the democracy towards foreign conquest, 
combined with their imperfect apprehension of the limits and 
conditions under which alone their empire could be permanently 
maintained, which he stimulated up to the highest point, and then 
made use of for his own power and profit. As against himself, 
he had reason for accusing his political enemies of unworthy 
manceuvres, and even of gross political wickedness, if they were 
authors or accomplices - as seems probable of some - in the 
mutilation of the Hermre. But most certainly, their public 
advice to the commonwealth was far less mischievous than his. 
And if we are to strike the balance of personal political merit 
between Alkibiades and his enemies, we must take into the com
parison his fraud upon the simplicity of the Laced:emoniau 
envoys, recounted in the last chapter but one of this History. 

If, then, that portion of the speech of Alkibiades, wherein he 

See a remarkaL!e passage of Thucyd. viii, 89, /J{iov TU U.rro,Baivovra, we 
OVK um) TWV oµoi<.w, lAM(jOt'µrvoc TlC 9tpEt, and the note in explanation of 
it, in a later chapter of this History, chap. lxii. 

I 
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fou~Les upon Athenian politics and his own past conduct, is not 
to be taken as historical evidence, just as little can we trust the 
following portion in which he professes to describe the real pur
poses of Athens in her Sicilian expedition. That any such vast 
designs as those which he announces were ever really contem
plated even by himself and his immediate friends, is very im
probable ; that they were contemplated by the Athenian public, 
by the armament, or by Nikias, is utterly incredible. The tar
diness and timid movements of the armament- during the first 
eight months after arriving at Rhegium - recommended Ly 
Nikias, partially admitted even by Alkibiades, opposed only by 
the unavailing wisdom of Lamachus, and not strongly censured 
when known at Athens, conspire to prove that their minds were 
not at first fully made up even to the siege of Syracuse; that 
they counted on alliances and money in Sicily which they did not 
find; and that those who sailed from Athens with large hopes of 
brilliant and easy conquest were soon taught to see the reality 
with different eyes. If Alkibia<les had himself conceived at 
Athens the designs which he professed to reveal in his speech at 
Sparta, there can be no doubt that he would have espoused t11e 
scheme of Lamachus, or rather would have originated it himself: 
We find him, indeed, in his speech delivered at Athens before 
the determination to sail, holding out hopes that by means of con
quests in Sicily, Athens might become mistress of all Greece. 
But this is there put as an alternative and as a favorable possi
bility, is noticed only in one place, without expansion or amplifi
cation, and shows that the speaker did not reckon upon finding 
any such expectations prevalent among his hearers. AlkibiadGs 
could not haYe ventured to promise, in his discourse at Athen~, 
the results which he aften'rnrds talked of at Sparta as having 
been actually contemplated, - Sicily, Italy, Carthage, Iberian 
mercenaries, etc., all ending in a blockading fleet large enough to 
gird round Peloponnesus.1 Had he put forth such promises, the 
charge of juvenile folly which Nikias urged against him woui<l 
probably have been believed by every one. His speech at Spar
ta, though it has passed with some as a fragment of true Grecian 

1 Thucyd. vi, 12-17. 
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history, is in truth little better than a gigantic romance dressed 
up to alarm his audience.l 

Intended for this purpose, it was eminently suitable and effec
tive. The Lacedremonians had already been partly moved by the 
representations from Corinth and Syracuse, and were even pre
pared to send envoys to the latter place with encouragement to 
hold out against Athens. But the Peace of Nikias and the alli
ance succeeding it, still subsisted between Athens and Sparta. 
It had indeed been partially and indirectly violated in many ways, 
but both the contracting parties still con::;idered it as subsisting, 
nor would either of them yet consent to break their oaths openly 
and avowedly. For·this reason - as well as from the distance 
of Sicily, great even in the estimation of the more nautical 
Athenians - the ephors could not yet make up their minds to 
despatch thither any positive aid. It was exactly in this point 
of hesitation between the will and the deed that the energetic 
and vindictive exile from Athens found them. His flaming pic
ture of the danger impending, - brought home to their own doors, 
and appearing to proceed from the best informed of all witnesses, 
-overcame their reluctance at once·; while he at the same time 
pointed out the precise steps whereby their interference would be 
rendered of most avail. The transfer of Alkibiades to Sparta 
thus reverses the superiority of force between the two contending 
chiefs of Greece: "Momentumque fuit mutatus Curio rerum." 2 

He had not yet shown his power of doing his country good, a8 
we shall find him hereafter engaged, during the later years of' 
the war: his first achievements were but too successful in doing 
lier harm. 

The Lacedremonians forthwith resolved to send an auxiliary 
force to Syracuse. But as this could not be done before the 
spring, they nominated Gylippus commander, directing him to 
proceed thither without delay, and to take counsel with the Cor
inthians for operations as speeclily as the case aclmitted.3 "\Ve do 
not know that Gylippus had as yet gi\-en any positive eviclence 
of that consummate skill and activity which we s·hall presently 
be called upon to describe. He was probably chosen on account 

1 l'lutarch, AlkiL. c. 17. 2 Lucan, l'harsal. iv, 819. 
3 Thucyd. vi, 93; Plutarch, Alkih. c. 23; Diodor. xiii, 7. 
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of his superior acquaintance with the circumstances of the Italian 
and Sicilian Greeks; since his father Kleandridas, after having 
been banished from Sparta fourteen years before the Peloponne
sian war for taking Athenian bribes, had been domiciliated as a 
citizen at Thurii.I Gylippus desired the Corinthians to send 
immediately two triremes for him to Asine, in the l\Iessenian 
gulf, and to prepare as many others as their docks could furnish. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

FRO~I THE COM~IENCEMENT OF THE SIEGE OF SYRACUSE BY 
NIKIAS, DOWN TO THE SECO"l\D ATHENIAN EXPEDITION UNDER 
DEJ\IOSTHENES, AND THE RESU:IIPTION OF nm GENERAL wAR. 

Tim Athenian troops at Katana, probably tired of inaction, 
were put in motion in the early spring, even before the arrival of 
the reinforcements from Athens, and sailed to the deserted walls 
of l\fegara, not far from Syracuse, which the Syracusans had 
recently garrisoned. Having in vain attacked the Syracusan 
garrison, and laid waste the neighboring fields, they reembarked, 
landed 'again for similar purposes at the mouth of the river 
Terias, and then, after an insignificant skirmish, returned to 
Katana. An expedition into the interior of the island pro
cured for them the alliance of the Sikel town of Kentoripa; and· 
the cavalry being now arrived from Athens, they prepared for 
operations against Syracuse. Nikias had received from Athens 
two hundred and fifty horsemen fully equipped, for whom horses 
were to be procured in Sicily,2 thirty horse-bowmen, and three 

1 'fhuevd. vi. 104. 
• Hors;s wcr~ so largely bred in Sicily, that they even found their way 

into Attica and Central Greece, Sopl10k!Os, <Ed. Kolon. 312 :
yvval;r' opw 

:Srei;rovaav ~/Liv, uaaov, Alrvaia~ lrr2 
ITwAov f3c13c:iaav. 

If the Scholiast is to be trusted, tho Sicilian horses wore of unusually 
great size. 
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hundred talents in money. He was not long in furnishing them 
with horses from Egesta and Katana, from which cities he also 
received some farther cavalry, so that he was presently able to 
muster six hundred and fifty cavalry in all.l 

Even before this cavalry could be mounted, Nikias made his 
first approach to Syracuse. For the Syracusan generals on their 
side, apprized of the arrival of the reinforcement from Athens, 
and aware that besieging operations were on the point of being 
commenced, now thought it necessary to take the precaution of 
occupying and guarding the roads of access to the high ground 
of Epipolre which overhung their outer city. 

Syracuse consisted at this time of two parts, an inner and 
outer city. The former was comprised in the island of Ortygia, 
the original settlement founded by Archias, and within which the 
modern city is at this moment included: the latter or outer city, 
afterwards known by the name of Achradina, occupied the high 
ground of the peninsula north of Ortygia, but does not seem to 
have joined the inner city, or to have been comprised in the same 
fortification. This outer city was defended, on the north and east, 
by the sea, with rocks presenting great difliculties of landing, and 
by a sea-wall; so that on these sides it was out of the reach of 
attack. Its wall on the land-side, beginning from the sea some
what eastward of the entrance of the cleft now called Santa 
Bonagia, or Panagia, ran in a direction westward of south as far 
as the termination of the high ground of Achradina, a~d then 
turned eastward along the stone quarries now known as those of 
the Capucins and Novanteris, where the ground is in part so 
steep, that probably little fortification was needed. This fortified 
high land of Achradina thus constituted the outer city ; while the 
lower ground, situated between it and the inner city, or Ortygia, 
seems at this time not to have been included in the fortifications 
of either, bnt was employed (and probably had been employed 
even from the first settlement in the island), partly for religious 
processions, games, and other multitudinous ceremonies; partly 
for the burial of the dead, which, according to invariable Grecian 
custom, was performed without the walls of the city. Extensive 
catacombs yet remain to mark the length of time during which 
this ancient Nekropolis served its purpose. 

1 Thucyd. vi, 95-98. 
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To the northwest of the outer city wall, in the direction of the 
port called Trogilus, stood an unfortified suburb which afterwards 
became enlarged into the distinct walled town of Tyche. "\Vest 
of the southern part of the same outer city wall, nearly south
west of the. outer city itself, stood anot.her suburb, afterwards 
known and fortified as Ncapolis, but deriving its name, in the 
year 415 B.c., from having within it the statue and consecrated 
ground of Apollo Temenites,I which stood a little way up on the 
ascent of the hill of Epipolm, and stretching from thence down 
southward in the direction of the Great Harbor. Between these 
two suburbs lay a broad open space, the ground rising in gradual 
acclivity from Achradina to the westward, and diminishing in 
breadth as it rose higher, until at length it ended in a small 
conical mound, called in modern times the Belvedere. This 
acclivity formed the eastern ascent of the long ridge of high 
ground called Epipolm. It was a triangle upon an inclined 
plane, of which Achrarlina was the base: to the north as well as 
to the south, it was suddenly broken off by lines of limestone 
cliff (forming the sirlcs of the triangle), about fifteen or twenty 
feet high, and quite precipitous, except in some few openings 
made for convenient ascent. From the western point or apex 
of the triangle, the descent was easy and gradual - excepting 
two or three special mounrls, or cliffs - towards the city, the 
interior of which was visible from this outer slope. 

According to the warfare of that time, Nikias, could only take 
Syracuse by builcling a wall of circumvallation so as to cut off 
its supplies by land, ancl at the same time blockarling it by sea. 
Now looking at the inner and outer city as above described, at 
the moment when he first reached Sicily, we see that- after 
defeating the Sy:·acusans and driving them within their walls, 
which would be of course the first part of the process - he 
might have carried his blockacling wall in a clirection nearly south
erly from the innermost point of the cleft of Santa Ilonagia, 
between the city wall and the Temenites so as to reach the 

1 At the neighboring city of Gcla, also, a little without the walls, there 
stood a large brazen statue of Apollo; of so much sanctity, beauty, or noto
riety, that the Carthaginians in their invasion of the island, seven years 
after the siege of Syracuse hy Nikias, carried it away with them and trans- · 
ported it to Tyre (Diodor. xiii, 108). 
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Great Harbor at a spot not far westward of the junction of 
Ortygia with the main land. Or he might have landed in the 
Great Harbor, and executed the same wall, beginning from the 
opposite end. Or he might 11ave preferred to construct two 
blockading walls, one for each city separately: a short wall would 
have sufficed in front of the isthmus joining Ortygia, while a 
separate wall might have been carried to shut up the outer city, 
across the unfortified space constituting the Nekropolis, so as to 
end not in the Great Harbor, but in the coast of the Nekropolis 
opposite to Ortygia. Such were the possibilities of the case at 
the time when Nikias first reached Rhegium. But during the 
many months of inaction which he had allowed, the S,Yracusans 
had barred out both the~e possibilities, and had greatly augmented 
the difficulties of his intended enterprise. They had constructed 
a new wall, covering both tliei1· inner and their outer city, 
stretching across the whole front which faced the slope of Epipolre, 
from the Great Harbor to the opposite sea near Santa Bonagia, 
- and expanding westward so as to include within it the statue 
and consecrated ground of Apollo Temenites, with the cliff near 
adjoining to it known by the name of the Temenite Cliff. This 
was done for the express purpose of lengthening the line indis
pensable for the besiegers to make their wall a good blockade.I 
After it was finished, :Kikias could not begin his blockade from 
the side of the Great Harbor, since lie would have been obstructed 
by the precipitous southern cliff of Epipoloo. Ile was under the 
necessity of beginning his wall from a portion of the higher 
ground of Epipoloo, and of carr,Ying it both along a greater space 
and higher up on the slope, until he touched the Great Harbor 
at a point farther removed from Ortygia. 

Syracuse having thus become assailable only from the side of 
Epipoloo, the necessity so created for carrying on operations 
much higher up on the slope, gave to the summit of that eminence 
a greater importance than it had before possessed. Nikias, doubt
less furnished with good local information by the exiles, seems to 

Thucyd. vi, i5. 'Ercixi~ov oe Kat ol ~vpaKOIJlOt lv r{il xeiµwvi, TOVT'fl 

Trpor: re rfi Tro'Aei, rilvTeµevir7JV lvrur: TrOt1)aaµevoi, relxor: TrapU. Trciv ril 
Trpilr; rar; 'ETrt'lrOAU( opwv, O'lrOI( µ1; ot' lA.aaaovor: evaTrorei
x tarot i:, at v, ~v upa ucpaA.A.CJvrat, etc. 

I 
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11ave made this discovery earlier than the Syracusan generals, 
who - having been occupied in augmenting their defences on 
another point, where they were yet more vulnerable - did not 
make it until immediately before the opening of the spring cam
paign. It was at that critical moment that they proclaimed a full 
muster, for break of day, in the low mead on the left bank of the 
Anapus. After an inspection of arms, and probably final distri
bution of forces for the approaching struggle, a chosen regiment 
of six hundred hoplites was placed under the orders of an Andrian 
exile named Diomilus, in order to act as garrison of Epipolm, as 
well as to be in constant readiness wherever they might be 
wanted.1 These men were intended to occupy the strong ground 
on the summit of the hill, and thus obstruct all the various 
approaches to it, seemingly not many in number, and all narrow. 

But before they had yet left their muster, to march to the sum
mit, intelligence reached them that the Athenians were already 
in possession of it. Nikias and Lamachus, putting their troops 
on board at Katana, had sailed during the preceding night to a 
landing-place not far from a place called Leon, or the Lion, which 
was only six or seven furlongs from Epipolre, and seems to have 
lain between J'IIegara and the peninsula of Thapsus. They here 
landed their hoplites, and placed their fleet in safety under cove!' 
of a palisade across the narrow isthmus of Thapsus, before day 
and before the Syracusans had any intimation of their arrival. 
Their hoplites immediately moved forward with rapid step to 
ascend Epipohe, mounting seemingly fro~ the northeast, by the 
side towards J'IIcgara and farthest removed from Syracuse ; so 
that they first reached the summit called Euryalus, near the apex 
of the triangle above described. From hence they commanded 
the slope of Epipolre beneath them, and the town of Syracuse to 
the eastward. They were presently attacked by the Syracusans, 
who broke up their muster in the mead as soon as they heard the 
news. But as the road by which they had to march, approaching 
Euryalus from the southwest, was circuitous, and hardly less 
than three English miles in length, they had the mortification 
of seeing that the Athenians were already masters of the position ; 
and when they hastened up to retake it, the rapid pace had so 

1 Thucyd. vi, 96. 
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disordered their ranks, that tlie Athenians attacked them at great 
advantage, besides having the higher ground. The Syracusans 
were driven back to their city with loss, Diomilu.:; with half his 
regiment being slain; while the Athenians remained masters of 
the high ground of Euryalus, as well as of the upper portion of 
the slope of Epipol:c.1 

This was a most important advantage ; indeed, seemingly 
essential to the successful prosecution of the siege. It was gained 
by a plan both well laid and well executed, grounded upon the 
omission of the Syracusans to occupy a post of which they did not 
at first perceive the importance, and which in fact only acquired 
its preeminent importance from the new enlargement made by 
the Syracusans in their fortifications. To that extent, therefore, it 
tlcpended upon a favorable accident which could not have been 
reasonably expected to occur. The capture of Syracuse was cer
tain, upon the supposition that the attack and siege of the city 
had been commenced on the first arrival of the Athenians in the 
island, without giving time for any improvement in its defensi
bility. But the moment such delay was allowed, success ceased 
to be certain, depending more or less upon this favorable turn 
of accident. The Syracusans actually did a great deal to create 
:idditional difficulty to the besiegers, and might have done more, 
especially in regard to the occupation of the 11igh ground above 
Epipolm. Had they taken this precaution, the cffoctive prose
cution of the siege would have been rendered extremely difficult, 
if not completely frustrated. · 

On the next morning, Nikias and Lamaclrns marched their 
army down the slope of Epipolm near to the Syracusan walls, 
and offered battle, which the enemy did not accept. They then 
withdrew the Athenian troops; after which their first operation 
was to construct a fort on the high ground called Labdalum, near 
1he western end of the upper northern cliff.~ bordering Epipolm, 
on the brink of the cliff, and looking northward towards l\Iegara. 
This was intended as a place of security wherein both treasures 
nnd stores might be deposited, so as to leave the army unincum
hered in its motions. The Athenian cavalry being now completed 
by the new arrivals from Egesta, Nikias descended from Labda

• Thucyd. vi, 97. 
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lnm to a new position called Syke, 10wer down on Epipol:c, 
seemingly aLout midway Letwccn the northern and southern cliffs. 
He here constructed, with as much rapidity as possiLle, a walled 
inclosure, called the Circle, intended as a centre from whence the 
projected wall of circumvallation was to start northward towards 
the sea at Trogilus, southward towards the Great Harbor. This 
Circle appears to have covered a considerable space, and was 
farther protected by an outwork in front covering an area of one 
thousand square feet.I Astounded at the rapidity with which the 
Athenians executed this construction,2 the Syracusans marched 
their forces out, and prepared to give battle in order to interrupt it. 
But when the Athenians, relinquishing the work, drew up on their 
Ride in battle order, the Syracusan generals were so struck with 
their manifest superiority in soldierlike array, as compared with 
the disorderly trim of their own ranks, that they withdrew their 
soldiers back into the city without venturing to engage ; merely 
leaving a body of horse to harass the operations of the besiegers, 
and constrain them to keep in masses. The newly-acquired Athe
nian cavalry, however, were here brought for the first time into 
effective combat. ·with the aid of one tribe of their own hoplites, 
they charged the Syracusan horse, drove them off with some loss, 
and erected their trophy. This is the only occasion on which we 
read of the Athenian cavalry_ being brought into conflict; though 
Nikias had made the absence of cavalry the great reason for 
his prolonged inaction. 

Interruption being thus checked, Nikias continued his block
ading operations ; first completing the Circle,3 then beginning 

1 Thuryd. vi, 97. lxwpovv trpor; rijv £uKijv ol 'A{}iJvaiot, Zvatrrp Ka{}r;oµrvo' 
lui,yurav TUV KVKi.ov Ota raxovr;. 

2 The Athenians seem to have surpassed all other Greeks in the diligence 
and skill with which they executed fortifications: see some examples, Thu
cyd. v, 75-82; Xenoph.•Hcllen. iY, 4, 18. · 

1 Dr. Arnolcl, in his note on Thucyd. vi, 98, says that the Circle is spoken 
of, in one passage of Thucydides, as if it had never been completed, I con
strue this one passage cliffcrcntly from him (vii, 2, 4) - ri;J uUi,i roii KvKl.ov 
trpor; TOV Tpwytl.ov l-tr~ rijv tr€pav {}u'Aaaaav : where I think ri;J uUi,i TOU 

KvK~.ov is equivalent to fripw{}t roii KVKAov, as plainly appears from the ac
companying mention of Trogilus ancl the northern sea. I am persuaded 
that the Circle was finishccl; and Dr. Arnolcl himself indicates two pas
sages in which it is distinctly spoken of as having been completed. 

11* 
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his wall of circumvallation in a northerly direction from the 
Circle towards Trogilus: for which purpose a portion of his 
forces were employed in bringing stones and wood, and deposit
ing them in proper place·s along the intenued line. So strongly 
did Ilermokrates feel the inferiority of the Syracusan hoplites in 
the field, that he discouraged any fresh general action, and pro
posed to construct a counter-wall, or cross-wall, traversing the 
space along which the Athenian circumvallation must necessarily 
be continued so as to impede its farther progress. A tenable 
counter-wall, if they could get time to carry it sufficiently far to 
a defensible terminus, would completely defeat the intent of the 
besiegers: but even if Nikias should interrupt the work by his 
attacks, the Syracusans calculated on being able to provide a 
sufficient force to repel them, during the short time necessary for 
hastily constructing the palisade, or front outwork. Such palisade 
would serve them as a temporary defence, while they finished 
the more elaborate cross-wall behind it, and would, even at the 
worst, compel Nikias to suspend all his proceedings and employ 
his whole force to dislodge them.1 

I Thucyd. vi, 99. •y 1r 0 Tel xi c; el v cle uµetvov EOOKEl elvat ( rnlr; };vpa
ICOV'1lolf:) i lKtLVOl (the Athenians) lµd'Aov u;eiv TO relxor:. Kat el ifi-&arJetav, 
U7r0Kt.efr1etr; yiyverJ-ifai, Kat uµa Kat lv 1ovrfil el lmf3ori-ifolev, µipor; uvr11riµ
1r£lV avrot rig urpartU,, Kat <jn%.vetv UV Tolr; (1Tavpolr; 'Ir p 0 Ka Ta Aaµ {3 a
V O VT£ f: TU{; ltf>6oov,· lKeivovr; cle UV rravoµevovt; TOV l:pyov rravrar; UV 
rrpor: rJ<j>ar; rpirrerJ-ifat. 

The Scholiast here explains Tur; l<j>o<Jovr: to mean ru {3arJ1µa; adding 
o'Atya OE TU lmf3ai'Jfjvat clvvaµeva, OlU TU re'Aµarwaer: elvat TO xwpwv. 
Though he is here followed by the best commentators, I cannot think that 
his explanation is correct. He evidently supposes that this first counter
wall of the Syracusans was built - as we shall see presently that the second 
counter-work was - across the marsh, or low ground between the southern 
cliff of Epipolre and the Great Harbor. "The ground being generally 
marshy ( re/.µari:Jder;) there were only a few places where it could be 
crossed." But I conceive this supposition to be erroneous. The first 
conntcr·wall of the Syracusans was carried, as it seems to me, up the slope 
of Epipolre, between the Athenian circle anil the southern cliff: it commenced 
at the Syracusan newly-erected advanced wall, inclosing the Temenites. 
This was all hard, firm ground, such as the Athenians could march across 
at any point: there might perhaps be some roughness here and there, but 
they would be mere exceptions to the general character of the ground. 

It appears to me that Tar; l<j>ooovr means simply, "the attacks of the 
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Accordingly, they took their start from the postern-gate near 
the grove of Apollo Temenites; a gate in the new wall, erected 
four or five months before, to enlarge the fortified space of the 
city. From this point, which was lower down on the slope of 
Epipolre than the Athenian circle, they carried their palisade 
and counter-wall up the slope, in a direction calculated to inter
sect the intended line of hostile circumvallation southward of the 
Circle. The nautical population from Ortygia could be employed 
in this enterprise, since the city was still completely undisturbed 
by sea, and mistress of the great harbor, the Athenian fleet 
not having yet moved from Thapsus. Besides this active crowd 
of workmen, the sacred olive-trees in the Temenite grove were 
cut down to serve as materials ; and by such efforts the work was 
presently finished to a sufficient distance for traversing and inter
cepting the blockading wall intended to come southward from the 
Circle. It seems to have terminated at the brink of the precip
itous southern cliff of Epipolm, which prevented the Athenians 
from turning it and attacking it in flank; while it was defended 
in front by a stockade and topped with wooden towers for dis
charge of missiles. One tribe of hoplites was left to defend it, 
while the crowd of Syracusans who had either been employed on 
the work or on guard, returned back to the city. 

During all this process, Nikias had not thought it prudent to 
interrupt them.1 Employed as he seems to have been on the 
Circle, and on the wall branching out from his Circle northward, 
he was unwilling to march across the slope of Epipohe to attack 
them with half his forces, leaving his own rear exposed to attack 
from the numerous Syracusans in the city, and his own Circle 

Athenians," without intcncling to clenote any special assailahle points; r.po
Kam/,,a11f3uvetv Tar l¢oc!ovr, means "to get licforchanu with the attacks,'' 
(see Thucyd. i, 57, v, 30.) This is in fact the more usual meaning of 
l:rporlor (compare vii, 5; vii, 43; i, 6; v, 35; vi, 63), "attack, approach, 
visit," etc. There are doubtless other passages in which it means," the way 
or road through which the attack was maclc :" in one of these, however (vii, 
51 ), all the best editors now read lcriioov instearl of l¢6uov. 

It will be seen that arguments have been fonndecl upon the inadmissible 
sense which the Scholiast here gives to the worcl l</Jocfot: see Dr. Arnolcl, 
Memoir on the :llfop of Syracuse, Appendix to his ed. of Thucyd. vol. iii, 
p 271. 1 Thncyd. vi, 100. 
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only partially guarded. l\foreover, by such delay, he was 
enabled to prosecute his own part of the circumvallation without 
hindrance, and to watch for an opportunity of assaulting the new 
counter-wall with advantage. Such an opportunity soon occurred, 
just at the time when he had accomplished the farther important 
object of destroying the aqueducts, which supplied the city, 
partially at least, with water for drinking. The Syracusans appear 
to have been filled with confidence, both by the ·completion of 
their counter-wall, which seemed an effective bar to the besiegers, 
and by his inaction. The tribe left on guard presently began to 
relax in their vigilance : instead of occupying the wall, tents 
were erected behind it to shelter them from the midday sun; 
while some even permitted themselves to take repose during that 
hour within the city walls. Such negligence did not escape the 
Athenian generals, who silently prepared an assault for midday. 
Three hundred chosen hoplites, with some light troops clothed in 
panoplies for the occasion, were instructed to sally out suddenly 
and run across straight to attack the stockade and counter-wall; 
while the main Athenian force marched in two divisions under 
Nikias and Lamachus ; half towards the city walls, to prevent 
any succor from coming out of the gates, half towards the 
Temenite postcrn-gate from whence the stockade and cross-wall 
commenced. The rapid forward movement of the chosen three 
hundred was crowned with foll success. They captured both 
the stockade and the counter-wall, feebly defended by its guards; 
who, taken by surprise, abandoned their post and fled along 
behind their wall to enter the city by the Temenite postern-gate. 
Before all of them could get in, however, both the pursuing three 
lmndred, and the Athenian division which marched straight to 
that point, had partially come up with them : so that some of 
these assailants even forced their way along with them through 
the gate into the interior of the Temenite city wall. Here, 
however, the Syracusan strength within was too much fot• them: 
the,;e foremost Athenians and Argcians were thrust out again 
with loss. But the general movement of the Athenians had 
been completely triumphant. They pulled down the counter
wall, plucked up the palisade, and carried the materials away for 
the use of their own cireunwallation. 

As the recent Syracusan counter-work had been carried fo the 
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brink of the southern cliff, which rendered it unassailable in 
flauk, Nikias was warned of the :necessity of becoming master 
of this cliff, so as to deprive them of this resource in future. 
Accordingly, without staying to finish his blockading wall, regu
larly and continuously from the Circle southward, across the slope 
of Epipolm, he left the Circle under a guard, and marched across 
at once to take possession of the southern cliff; at the point where 
the blockading wall was intended to reach it. This point of the 
southern cliff he immediately fortified as a defensive position, 
whereby he accomplished two objects. First, he prevented the 
Syracusans from again employing the cliff as a flank defence for 
a second counter-wall.I Next, he acquired the means of provid
ing a safe and easy road of communication between the high 
ground of Epipolre and the low marshy ground beneath, which 
divided Epipolre from the Great Harbor, and across which the 
Athenian wall of circumvallation must necessarily be presently 

1 Thucyd. vi, 101. TiJ o' forepaii,i ar. il r o ii K v K /,, o v treixii;ov ol 'A-&TJ
valoi rov .tp11µvov TOV vr.'ip roil l/,,ov1:, 0!: rwv 'Er.ir.o/,,wv TaVT1) r.pil1: rov µtyav 
/i.iµtva opi,i, Kat ifr.ep avrol1: (3paxvrarov tyiyvero Kara[3iim Ota rov o,u&li.ov 
Kat roil CAOV!: E!: rov li.iµeva rii r.eptreixurµa. 

I give in the text what I believe to be the meaning of this sentence, 
though the words ur.il roil Kvi<Aov are not clear, and have been differently 
construed. Goller, in his first edition, had construed them as if it stood 
up~&µevot ur.il roii KVKAOV: as if the fortification now begun on the cliff 
was continuous and in actual junction with the Circle. In his second edi
tion, he seems to relinquish this opinion, and to translate them in a manner 
similar to Dr. Arnold, who considers them as equivalent to ur.il roil KVKAov 
opµwµevoi, but not at all implying that the fresh work pe1formed was con
tinuous with the Circle, which he believes not to have been the fact. If 
.thus construed, the words would imply, "starting from the Circle as a base 
of operations." Agreeing with Dr. Arnold in his conception of the event 
signified, I incline, in construing the words, to proceed upon the analogy of 
two or three passages in Thucyd. i, 7; i, 46 ; i, 99; vi, 64 - Al oe r.aAma2 
-rroli.ei1: Ola rnv l.yareiav tr.ir.o/.iJ uvria;roiiaav u-rril &al.a<JIJT/r µuAAOV 
<fl Ki a-& 7/ (J a v .. .... 'Ear< oe li.iµnv, Kai 1i'OAl!: vr.'ip avroil Kel r al a.,.. il 
&a/.6.aa7Jr l:v rfi 'Eli.ai&ric1t ri/1: 8ear.pwrir!o1:, 'E<jivp7J. In these passages 
ur.il is used in the sam~ sense as we find ur.o-&ev, iv, 125, signifying "apart 
from, at some distance from;" but not implying any accompanying idea of 
motion, or proceeding from, either literal or metaphorical. 

" The Athenians began to fortify, at some distance from their Circle, the 
cliff. above the marsh," etc. 

http:tr.ir.o/.iJ
http:o,u&li.ov


254 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

carried. As his troops would have to caITy on simultaneous 
operations, partly on the high ground above, partly on the low 
ground beneath, he could not allow them to be separated from each 
other by a precipitous cliff which would prevent ready mutual 
assistance. The intermediate space between the Circle and the 
fortified point of the cliff; was for the time left with an unfinished 
wall, with the intention of coming back to it, as was in fact 
afterwards done, and this portion of wall was in the end com
pleted. The Circle though isolated, was strong enough for the 
time to maintain itself against attack, and was adequately garri
soned. 

Ily this new movement, the Syracusans were debarred from 
carrying a second counter-wall on the same side of Epipol::e, since 
the enemy were masters of the terminating cliff on the southern 
side of the slope. They no\v turned their operations to the lower 
ground or marsh between the southern cliff of the Epipol::e and 
the Great Harbor; being as yet free on that side, since the 
Athenian fleet was still at Thapsus. Across that marsh - and 
seemingly as far as the river Anapus, to serve as a flank barrier 
- they resolved to carry a palisade work with a ditch, so as to 
intersect the line which the Athenians must next pursue in com
pleting the southernmost portion of their circumvallation. They 
so pressed the prosecution of this new cross palisade, beginning 
from the lower portion of their own city walls, and stretching 
in a southwesterly direction across the low ground. as far as 
the river Anapus, that, by the time the new Athenian fortification 
on the cliff was completed, the new Syracusan obstacle was com
pleted also, and a stockade with a ditch seemed to shut out 
the besiegers from reaching the Great Harbor. 

Lamachus overcame the difficulty before him with ability and 
bravery. Descending unexpectedly, one morning before day
break, from his fort on the cliff of Epipol::e into the low ground 
beneath, - and providing his troops with planks and broad gates 
to bridge over the marsh where it was scarcely passable,- he 
contrived to reach and surprise the palisad<;i with the first dawn 
of morning. Orders were at the same time given for the Athe
nian fleet to sail round from Thapsus into the Great Harbor, so 
as to divert the attention of the enemy, and get on the rear of 
the new palisade work. Ilut before the fleet could arrive, the 
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palisade and ditch had been carried, and its defenders driven off. 
A large Syracusan force came out from the city to sustain them, 
and retake it, so that a general action now ensued, in the low 
ground between the cliff of Epipol:B, the harbor, and the river 
Anapus. The superior discipline of the Athenians proved suc
cessful: the Syracusans were defeated and driven back on all 
sides, so that their right wing fled into the city, and their left 
(including the larger portion of their best force, the horsemen), 
along the banks of the river Anapus, to reach the bridge. Flushed 
with victory, the Athenians hoped to cut them off from this 
retreat, and a chosen body of three hundred hoplites ran fast in 
hopes of getting to the bridge first. In this hasty movement they 
fell into disorder, so that the Syracusan cavalry turned upon them, 
put them to flight, and threw them back u1)011 the Athenian right 
wing, to which the fugitives communicated their own panic and 
disorder. The fate of the battle appeared to be turning against 
the Athenians, when Lamachus, who was on the left wing, 
hastened to their aid with the Argeian hoplites and as many 
bowmen as he could collect. His ardor carried him incautiously 
forward, so that he crossed a ditch with very few followers, before 
the remaining troops could follow him. Ile was here attacked 
and slain,1 in single combat with a horseman named Kallikrates: 
but the Syracusans were driven back when his soldiers came up, 
and had only just time to snatch and carry off his dead body, with 
which they crossed the bridge and retreated behind the Anapus. 
The rapid movement of this gallant officer was thus crowned with 
complete success, restoring the victory to his own right wing: a 
victory dearly purchased by the forfeit of his own life.2 

Meanwhile the visible disorder and temporary flight of the 
Athenian right wing, and the withdrawal of Lamachus from the 
left to reinforce it, imparted fresh courage to the Syracusan right, 
which had fled into the town. They again· came forth to renew 
the contest; while their generals attempted a diversion by send
ing out a detachment from the northwestern gates of the city to 
attack ~he Athenian circle on the mid-slope of Epipolre. As this 

1 Thucyd. vi, 102; Plutarch, Nikias, c." 18. Diodorus erroneously places 
the battle in which Lamachus was slain, after the arrival of Gylippus 
(xiii, 8). ' 2 Thncyd. vi, 102. 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 25G 

Circle lay completely apart and at considerable distance from the 
battle, they hoped to find the garrison unprepared for attack, and 
thus to carry it by surprise. Their manamvre, bold and well
timed, was on the point of succeeding. They carried with little 
difficulty the covering outwork in front, and the Circle itself, prob
ably stripped of part of its garrison to reinforce the combatants 
in the lower ground, was only saved by the presence of mind 
and resource of Nikias, who was lying ill within it. Ile directed 
the attendants immediately to set fire to a quantity of wood which 
lay, "together with the battering engines of the army, in front of 
the circle-wall, so that the flames prevented all farther advance 
on the part of the assailants, and forced them to retreat. The 
same flames also served as a signal to the Athenians engaged in 
the battle beneath, who immediately sent reinforcements to the 
relief of their general; while at the same time the Athenian fleet, 
just arrived from Thapsus, was seen sailing into the Great Har
bor. This last event, threatening the Syracusans on a new side, 
drew off their whole attention to the defence of their city, so that 
both their combatants from the field and their detachment from 
the Circle were brought back within the walls.I 

Had the recent attempt on the Circle succeeded, carrying with 
it the death or capture of Nikias, and combined with the death 
of Lamaclms in the field on that same day, it would have greatly 
brightened the prospects of the Syracusans, and might even have 
arrested the farther progress of the siege, from the want of an 
authorized commander. But in spite of such imminent hazard; the 
actual result of the day left the Athenians completely victorious, 
and the Syracusans more discouraged than ever. ·what materially 
contributed to their discouragement, was, the recent entrance of 
the Athenian fleet into the Great Harbor, wherein it was hence
forward permanently established, in cooperation with the army 
in a station near the lCft bank of the Anapus. 

Both the army and the fleet now began to occupy themselves 
seriously with the construction of the southernmost part of the 
wall of circumvallation ; beginning immediately below the Athe
nian fortified point of descent. from the southern cliff of Epipolre, 

1 Thncyd. vi, 102. 
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and stretching across the lower marshy grounJ to the Great 
Harbor. The Jistance between these two extreme points was 
about eight stadia or nearly an English mile: the wall was 
double, with gates, and probably towers, at suitable intervals, 
inclosing a space of considerable breadth, doubtless roofed over 
in part, since it served afterwards, with the help of the adjoining 
citadel on the cliff, as shelter and defence for the whole Athenian 
army. The Syracusans could not interrupt this process, nor 
could they undertake a new counter-wall up the mid-slope of 
Epipolre, without coming out to fight a general battle, which they 
did not feel competent to do. Of course the Circle had now been 
put into condition to defy a second surprise. 

But not only were they thus compelled to look on without 
:Qindering the blockading wall towards the Harbor. It was now, 
for the first time, that they began to taste the real restraints and 
privations of a siege.I Down to this moment, their communication 
with the Anapus and the country beyond, as well as with all 
sides of the Great Harbor, had been open and. unimpeded; 
whereas now, the arrival of the Athenian fleet, and the change of 
position ofthe Athenian army, had cut them off from both,2 so that 
little or no fresh supplies of proYision could reach them except at 
the hazard of capture from the hostile ships. On the side of Thap
sus, where the northern cliff of Epipolre affords only two or three 
practicable passages of ascent, they had before been blocked up 
by the Athenian army and fleet; and a portion of the fleet seems 
even now to have been left at Thapsus: so that nothing now 
remained open, except a portion, especially the northern portion, 
of the slope of Epipolre. Of this outlet the besieged, especially 
their numerous cavalry, doubtless availed themselves, for the 
purpose of excursions and of bringing in supplies. But it was 
both longer and more circuitous for such purposes than the plain 
near the Great Harbor and the Helorine road: moreover, it had 

I Thucyd. vi, I 03. ola cle tlKo~ uvrtpol1r(,)V urropovVT(,)V Ka2 µii),),ov ~ rrplv 
rroliwp1<ovµev1,Jv, etc. 

• Diodorus, however, is wrong in stating (xiii, 7) that the Athenians 
occupied the temple of Zeus Olympi1is and the polichne, or hamlet, 
surrounding it, ou the right bank of the Anapus. These posts remained 
always occupied by the Syracusans, throughout the whole war (Thucyd. 
vii, 4, 37). 

VOL. VII. 17oc. 
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to pass by the high and narrow pass of Euryalus, and might thus 
be rendered unavailable to the besieged, whenever Nikias thought 
fit to occupy and fortify that position. Unfortunately for himself 
and his army, he omitted this easy but capital precaution, even 
at the moment when he must have known Gylippus to be ap
proaching. 

In regard to the works actually undertaken, the order followed 
by Nikias and Lamachus can be satisfactorily explained. Having 
established their fortified post on the centre of the slope of Epi
pol~, they were in condition to combat opposition and attack any 
counter-wall on whichever side the enemy might erect it. Com
mencing in the first place the execution of the northern portion 
of the blockading line, they soon desist from this and turn their 
attention to the southern portion, because it was here that the 
Syracusans carried their two first counter-works. In attacking 
the second counter-work of the Syracusans, across the marsh to 
the Anapus, they chose a suitable moment for bringing the main 
fleet round from Thapsus into the Great Harbor, with a view to 
its cooperation. After clearing the lower ground, they probably 
deemed it advisable, in order to establish a safe and easy com
munication with their fleet, that the double wall across the marsl1, 
from Epipolm to the Harbor, should stand next for execution; 
for which there was this farther reason, that they thereby blocked 
up the most convenient exit and channel of supply for Syracuse. 
There are thus plausible reasons assignable why the northern 
portion of the line of blockade, from the Athenian camp on Epi
polre to the sea at Trogilus, was left to the last, and was found 
open, at least the greater part of it, by Gylippus. 

·while the Syracusans thus began to despair of their situation, 
the prospects of the Athenians were better than ever, promising 
certain and not very distant triumph. The reports circulating 
through the neighboring cities all represented them as in the full 

. tide of success, so that many Sikel tribes, hitherto wavering, came 
in to tender their alliance, while three armed pentekonters also 
arrived from the Tyrrhenian coast. l\Ioreover, abundant supplies 
were furnished from the Italian Greeks generally. Nikias, now 
sole commander since the death of Lamachus, had even the glory 
of receiving and discussing proposals from Syracuse for capitula
tion, a necessity which was openly and abundantly canvassed 
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within the city itself. The ill-success of Ilcrmokrates and his 
colleagues had caused them to be recently displaced from their 
functions as generals, to which Herakleides, Eukles, and Tellias, 
were appointed. But this change did not give them confidence 
to hazard a fresh battle, while the temper of the city, during such 
period of forced inaction, was melancholy in the extreme. Though 
several propositions for surrender, perhaps unofficial, yet seem
ingly sincere, were made to Nikias, nothing definitive could be 
agreed upon as to the terms.I Had the Syracusan goverm:nent 
been oligarchical, the present distre~s would have exhibited a 
large body of malcontents upon whom he could have worked 
with advantage; but the democratical character of the govern
ment maintained union at home in this trying emergency.2 

""\Ve must take particular note of these propositions in order to 
understand the conduct of Nikias during the present critical 
interval. Ile had been from the beginning in secret correspond
ence with a party in Syracuse ;3 who, though neither numerous 
nor powerful in themselves, were now doubtless both more active 
and more influential than ever they had been before. From 
them he received constant and not unreasonable assurances that 
the city was on the point of surrendering, ·and could not possibly 
hold out. And as the tone of opinion without, as well as within, 
conspired to raise such an impression in his mind, so he suffered 
himself to be betrayed into a fatal languor and security as to the 
fartl1er prosecution of the besieging operations. The injurious 
consequences of the death of Lamachus now became evident. 
From the time of the departure from Katana down to the battle 
in which that gallant officer perished, - a period seemingly of 
about three months, from about March to June 414 n.c., -the 
operations of the siege had been conducted with great vigor as 
well as unremitting perseverance, and the building-work, espe
cially, had been so rapidly executed as to fill the Syracusans 
with amazement. But so soon as Nikias is left sole commander, 
this vigorous march disappears and is exchanged for slackness 
and apathy. The wall across the low ground near the l1arbor 

1 Thucyd. vi, 103. rrol.Aa iMyeTo rrp6i; Te tKeivov Kat rrAef.w frt KaTa TlJV 
rruAtv. 

2 Thucyd. vii, 55. 3 Thucyd. vii, 49-86. 
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might have been expected to proceed more rapidly, because the 
Athenian position generally was much stronger, the chance of 
opposition from the Syracusans was much lessened, and the fleet 
had been brought into the Great Harbor to cooperate. Yet in 
fact it seems to have proceeded more slowly; Nikias builds it at 
first as a double wall, though it would have been practicable to 
complete the whole line of blockade with a single wall before the 
arrival of Gylippus, and afterwards, if necessary, to have doubled 
it either wholly or partially, instead of employing so much time 
in completing this one portion that Gylippus arrived before it 
was finished, scarcely less than two months after the death of 
Lamachus. Doth the besiegers and their commander now seem 
to consider success as certain, without any chance of effective 
interruption from within, still less from without; so that they 
may take their time over the work, without caring whether the 
ultimate consummation comes a month sooner or later. 

Though such was the present temper of the Athenian troops, 
Nikias could doubtless have spurred them on and accelerated the 
operations, had he himself been convinced of the necessity of 
doing so. Hitherto, we have seen him always overrating the 
gloomy contingencies of the future, and disposed to calculate as 
if the worst was to happen which possibly could happen. But a 
great part of what passes for caution in his character, was in fact 
backwardness and inertia of temperament, aggravated by the 
melancholy addition of a painful internal complaint. If he wasted 
in indolence the first six months after his arrival in Sicily, and 
turned to inadequate account the pl:esent two months of tri
umphant position before Syracuse, both- these mistakes arose 
from the same cause ; from reluctance to act except under the 
pressure and stimulus of some obvious necessity. Accordingly, 
he was always behindhand with events; but when necessity 
became terrible, so as to subdue the energies of other men, then 
did he come fjmvard and display unwonted vigor, as we shall see 
in the following chapter. But now, relieved from all urgency 
of apparent danger, and misled by the delusive hopes held out 
through his correspondence in the town, combined with the 
atmosphere of success which exhilarated his own armament, 
Nikias fancied the surrender of Syracuse inevitable, and became, 
for one brief moment preceding his calamitous end, not merely 
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sanguine, but even careless and presumptuous in the extreme. 
Nothing short of this presumption could have let in his destroy
ing enemy, Gylippus.t 

That officer - named by the Lacedremouians commander in 
Sicily, at the winter-meeting which Alkibiades had addressed 
at Sparta- had employed himself in getting together forces for 
the purpose of the expedition. But the Laced:emonians, though 
so far stimulated by the representations of the Athenian exile as 
to promise aid, were not forward to perform the promise. Even 
the Corinthians, decidedly the most hearty of all in behalf of 
Syracuse, were yet so tardy, that in the month of June, Gylippus 
was still at Leukas, with his armament not quite ready to sail. 
To embark in a squadron for Sicily,. against the numerous and 
excellent Athenian fleet now acting there, was a service not 
tempting to any one, and demanding both personal daring and 
devotion. :Moreover, every vessel from Sicily, between l\Iarch 
and June 414 B.c., brought intelligence of progressive success on 
the part of Nikias and Lamachus, thus rendering the prospects 
of Corinthian auxiliaries still more discouraging. 

At length, in the month of June, arrived the news of that defeat 
of the Syracusans wherein Lamachus was slain, and of its impor
tant consequences in forwarding the operations of the besiegers. 
Great as those consequences were, they were still farther exag
gerated by report. It was confidently affirmed, by messenger 
after messenger, that the wall of eircumvallation had been com
pleted, and that Syracuse was now invested on all sides.2 Both 
Gylippus and the Corinthians were so far misled as to believe 
this to be the fact, and despaired, in consequence, of being able 
to render any effective aid against the Athenians in Sicily. But 
as there still remained hopes of being able to preserve the Greek 
cities in Italy, Gylippus thought it important to pass over thither 
at once with his own little squadron of four sail, two Laced:c

1 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 18. 
! Thucyd. vi, 104. w~ avroi:~ al uyyi:tiai l<f>oiT(,)V cleival Kat 1l"UO"at fat TO 

avro i:1pevaµfrai, wr ~01J rravre/.wr urrorerei;r,tapivai al '};vpaKovaai elat, Ti/> 
µi:v '};i/CtAiar OVK€rt l/.rrioa ovoeµiav eixev 0 I'iiAt1!"1l"O>, TTJV oi: 'Ira/.iav {Jov/.6
µevo~ rrepmotijaat, etc. Compare Plutarch, Nikias, c. 18. 

It will be seeu from Thucydides, that Gylippus heard this news while he 
was yet at Leukas. 

http:rravre/.wr
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monians and two Corinthians, and the Corinthian captain Pythen; 
leaving the Corinthian main squadron to follow as soon as it was 
ready. Intending then to act only in Italy, Gylippus did not 
fear falling in with the Athenian fleet. Ile first sailed to Taren
tum, friendly and warm in his cause. From hence he undertook 
a visit to Tlmrii, where his father Kleandridas, exiled from 
Sparta, had formerly resided as citizen. After trying to profit 
by this opening for the purpose of gaining the Tlmrians, and 
finding nothing but refusal, he passed on farther southward, until 
he came opposite to the Terinrean gulf near the southeastern 
cape of Italy. Here a violent gust of wind off the land overtook 
him, exposed his vessels to the greatest dangers, and drove him 
out to sea, until at length, standing in a northerly direction, he 
was fortunate enough to find shelter again at Tarentum.I But 

l Thucyd. vi; 104. 'Apa!," (I'vAl1T11"0!.") rrapf:rrAel Ti)v 'IrnA.iav Kat uprracn'h)!," 
vrr' uviµov KaTiL TOV Teptvaiov KOArrov, O!," liarvel TaVT1J µeya!,", KaTiL Bop€av 
foT1]KW( arroifiepernt E!," TO rreA.ayo!,", Kat rruAtv xeiµar:;{}el!," E!," Ti/. µuAl(JT<I. 
TU.pavrt rrpor:;µfoyet. 

Though all the commentators here construe the words Karil. Bop€av 
foT1JKW!." as if they agreed with O!," or uveµo!.", I cannot but think that these 
words really agree with rvA.trrrror. Gylippus is overtaken by this violent 
off-shore wind while he is sailing southwarcl along the eastern shore of what 
is now called Calabria Ultra: "setting his ship towards the north or stand
ing to the rwrth (to use the English nautical phrase), he is carried out to sea, 
from whence, after great difficulties, he ngain gets into Tarentum." If 
Gylippus was carried out to sea whon in this position, and trying to get to 
Tarentum, he would naturally lay his course northward. 'Vhat is meant 
by the words KaTiL Bopfov foT1JKW(, as applied to the wind, I confess I do not 
understand; nor do the critics throw much light upon it. 'Vhenever a. 
point of the compass is mentioned in conjnnction with any wind, it always 
seems to mean the point from whence the wind blows. Now, that KaTa 
Bopiav for11Kw!,", means "a wind which blows steadily from the north," as 
the commentators affirm, I cannot believe withont better authority than they 
produce. Moreover, Gylippus conld neyer have laid his course for Taren
tum, if there had been a strong wind in this direction ; while sncl1 a wind 
would haye fonvarded him to Lokri, the very place whither he wanted to 
go. The mention of the Terincean gulf is certainly embarrassing. If the 
words are right (which perhaps may be donbted), the explanation of Dr. 
Arnold in his note seems the best which can be offered. Perhaps, indeed, 
- for though improbable, this is not wholly impossible, -Thucydides may 
J.imself haYe committed a geographical inadvertence, in supposing the 
Terinrean gulf to be on the east side of Calabria. 
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such was the damage which his ships had sustained, that he 
was forced to remain here while they were hauled ashore and 
refitted.1 

So untoward a defay threatened to intercept altogether his 
farther progress. For the Thurians had sent intimation of his 
visit as well as of the number of his vessels, to Nikias at Syra
cuse ; treating with contempt the idea of four triremes coming to 
attack the powerful Athenian fleet. In the present sanguine 
phase of his character, Nikias sympathized with the flattering 
tenor· of the message, and overlooked the gravity of the fact 
announced. He despised Gylippus as a mere privateer, nor 
would he even take the precaution of sending four ships from 
his numerous fleet to watch and intercept the new-comer. Ac
cordingly Gylippus, after having refitted his ships at Tarentum, 
advanced southward along the coast without opposition to the 
Epizephyrian Lokri. Here he first learned, to his great satisfac
tion, that Syracuse was not yet so completely blockaded but that 
an army might still reach and relieve it from the interior, enter
ing it by the Euryalus and the heights of Epipolre. Having 
deliberated whether he should· take the chance of running his 
ships into the harbor of Syracuse, despite the watch of the Athe
nian fleet, or whether he should sail through the strait of l\Iessina 
to Himera at the north of Sicily, and from thence levy an army 
to cross the island and relieve Syracuse by land, he resolved on 
the latter course, and passed forthwith through the strait, which 
he found altogether unguarded. After touching both at Rhegium 
and J'ilessene, he arrived safely at Ilimera. Even at Rhegium, 
there was no Athenian naval force; though Nikias had, indeed, 
sent thither four Athenian triremes, after he had been apprized 
that Gylippus had reached Lokri, rather from excess of precau
tion, than because he thought it necessary. But this Athenian 
squadron reached Rhegium too late: Gylippus had already 
passed the strait; and fortune, smiting his enemy with blindness, 
landed him unopposed on the fatal soil of Sicily. 

The blindness of Nikias would indeed appear unaccountaLle, 
were it not that we shall have worse yet to recount. To appre
ciate his misjudgment fully, and to be sensible that we are not 

• Thucyu. vi, 104. 
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making him responsible for results which could not have been 
foreseen, ·we have only to turn back to what had been said six: 
months before by the exile Alkibiades at Sparta: "Send forthwith 
an army to 8icily (he exhorted the Lacedmmonians) ; but send at 
tlie same time, wlmt will be yet more valuable than an army, a Spar
tan to take tlze supreme command." It was in fulfilment of this 
recommendation, the wisdom o(which will abundantly appear, 
that Gylippus had been appointed. And had he even reached 
Syracuse alone in a fishing-boat, the effect of his presence, carry
ing the great name of Sparta, and full assurance of Spartan · 
intervention to come, not to mention his great personal ability, 
would have sufficed to give new life to the besieged. Yet Nikias 
- having, through a lucky accident, timely notice of his ap
proach, when a squadron of four ships would have prevented his 
reaching the island - disdains even this most easy precaution, 
and neglects him as a freebooter of no significance. · Such neg
lect too is the more surprising, since the well-known philo-Laco
nian tendencies of Nikias would have led us to expect, that he 
would overvalue rather than undervalue the imposing ascendency 
of the Spartan name. 

Gylippus, on arriving at Himera, as commander named by 
Sparta, and announcing himself as forerunner of Peloponnesian 
reinforcements, met with a hearty welcome. The Himerreans 
agreed to aid him with a body of hoplites, and to furnish pano
plies for the seamen in his vessels. On sending to Selinus, Gela, 
and some of the Sikel tribes in the interior, he received equally 
favorable assurances; so that he was enabled in no very long 
time to get together a respectable force. The interest of Athens 
among the Sikels had been recently weakened by the death of 
one of her most active partisans, the Sikel prince Archonides, a 
circumstance which both enabled Gylippus to obtain more of their 
aid, and facilitated his march across the island. Ile.was enabled 
to undertake this inland march from Himera to Syracuse at the 
head of seven hundred hoplites from his own vessels, seamen and 
epibatre taken together; one thousand hoplites and light troops, 
with one hundred horse, from Himera, some horse and light 
troops from Selinus and Gela, and one thousand Sikels.l 1Vith 

' Thucyd. vii, I. 
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these forces, some of whom joined him on the march, he reached 
Euryalus and the heights of Epipolm above Syracuse, assaulting 
and capturing the Sikel fort of Ietre in his way, but without 
experiencing any other opposition. 

His arrival was all but too late, and might have been actually 
too late, had not the Corinthian admiral Goggylus got to Syra
cuse a little before him. The Corinthian fleet of twelve trireme~, 
under Erasinides - having started from Leukas later than Gy
lippus, but as soon as it was ready- was now on its way to 
Syracuse. But Goggylus had been detained at Leukas by some 
accident, so tha't he did not depart until after all the rest. Yct 
he reached Syracuse the soonest; probably striking a straighter 
course across the sea, and favored by weather. He got safely 
into the harbor of Syracuse, escaping the Athenian guardships, 
whose watch doubtless partook of the general negligence of the 
besieging operations.I 

The arrival of Goggylus at that moment was an accident of 
unspeakable moment, and was in fact nothing less than the sal
vation of the city. Among all the causes of despair in the 
Syracusan mind, there was none more powerful than the circum
stance, that they had not as yet heard of any relief approaching, 
or of any active intervention in their favor, from Peloponnesus. 
Their discouragement increasing from day to day, and the inter
change of propositigns with Nikias becoming more frequent, 
matters had at last so ripened that a public assembly was just 
about to be held to sanction a definitive capitulation.!l It was at 
this critical juncture that Goggylus arrived, apparently a little 
befo1·e Gylippus reached IIimera. He was the first to announce 
that both the Corinthian fleet and a Spartan commander were 
now actually on their voyage, and might be expected immedi
ately, intelligence which filled the Syracusans with enthusiasm 
and with renewed courage. They instantly threw. aside all idea 
of capitulation, and resolved to hold out to the last. 

It was not long before they received intimation that Gylippu:; 
had reached IIimera, which Goggylus at his arrival could not 
know, and was raising an army to march across for their relief. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 2-7. 
• Thucyd. vi, 103; vii, 2. Plutarch, Nikias, c. I 9. 
VOkVIL 12 
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After the interval necessary for his preparations and for his 
march, probably not less than between a fortnight and three 
woeks, they learned that he was approaching Syracuse by the 
way of Euryalus and Epipolre. Ile was presently seen coming, 
having ascended Epipolre by Euryalus ; the same way by which 
the Athenians had come from Katana in the spring,'when they 
commenced the siege. As he descended the slope of Epipolre, 
the whole Syracusan force went out in a body to hail his arrival 
and accompany him into the city,! 

Few incidents throughout the whole siege of Syracuse appear 
so unaccountable as the fact, that the proceedings and march of 
Gylippus, f~om his landing at Himera to the moment of his enter
ing the town, were accomplished without the smallest resistance 
on the part of Nikias. After this instant, the besiegers pass from 
incontestable superiority in the field, and apparent certainty of 
prospective capture of the city, to a state of inferiority, not only 
excluding all hope of capture, but even sinking, step by step, into 
absolute ruin. Yet Nikias had remained with his eyes shut and 
his hands tied, not making the least effort to obstruct so fatal a 
consummation. After having despised Gylippus, in his voyage 
along the coast of Italy, as a freebooter with four ships, he now 
despises him not less at the head of an army marching from 
llimera. If he was taken unawares, as he really appears to have 
been,2 the fault was altogether his own, and the ignorance such 
as we must almost call voluntary. For the approach of Gylip
pus must have been well known to him beforehand. He must 
have learned from the four ships which he sent to Rhegium, that 
Gylippus had already touched thither in passing through the 
strait, on his way to Ilimera. He must therefore have been well 
aware, that the purpose was to attempt the relief of Syracuse by 
an army from the interior; and his correspondence among the 
Sikel tribes must have placed him in cognizance of the equip
ment going on at Himera. l\Ioreover, when we recollect that 
Gylippus reached that place without either troops or arms; that 
he had to obtain forces not merely from Ilimera, but also from 

1 Thucyd. vii, 2. 
2 Thucyd. vii, 3. Ol cli: 'Afh1vaiot, al <fl v t 0 i w ~ TOV TE rvAiinrov Kat TWV 

'l:vpa1<oaiwv a<fliatv l:muvrwv, etc. 
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Selinus and Gela, as well as to sound the Sikel towns, not all of 
them friendly; lastly, that he had to march all across the island, 
partly through hostile territory, it is impossible to allow less 
interval than a fortnight or three weeks between his landing at 
Ilimera and his arrival at Epipohe. Farther, Nikias must have 
learned, through his intelligence in the interior of Syracuse, the 
important revolution which had taken place in Syracusan opinion 
through the arrival of Goggylus, even before the landing of 
Gylippus in Sicily was known. He was apprized, from that 
moment, that he had to take measures, not only against renewed 
obstinate hostility within the town, but against a fresh invading 
enemy without. Lastly, that enemy had first to march all across 
Sicily, during which march he might have been embarrassed and 
perhaps defeated,! and could then approach Syracuse only by 
one road, over the high ground of Euryalus in the Athenian 
rear, through passes few in number, easy to defend, by which 
Nikias bad himself first approached, and through which he had 
only got by a well-laid plan of surprise. Yet Nikias leaves these 

0 

passes unoccupied and undefended ; he takes not a single new 
precaution; the relieving army enters Syracuse as it were over 
a broad and free plain. 

If we are amazed at the insolent carelessness with which 
Nikias disdained the commonest precautions for repelling the 
foreknown approach, by sea, of an enemy formidable even single
handed, what are we to say of that unaccountable blindness which 
led him to neglect the same enemy when coming at the head of a 
relieving army, and to omit the most obvious means of defence 
in a crisis upon which his future fate turned? Homer would have 
designated such neglect as a temporary delirium inflicted by the 
fearful inspiration -of Ate : the historian bas no such explanatory 
name to give, and can only note it as a sad and suitable prelude 
to the calamities too nearly at hand. 

At the moment when the fortunate Spartan auxiliary was thus 

1 Compare an incident in the ensuing year, Thucyd. vii, 32. The Athe
nians, at a moment when they had become much weaker than they were 
now, had influence enough among the Sikel tribes to raise opposition to the 
march of a corps coming from the interior to the help of Syracuse. This 
nuxiliary corps was defeated and nearly destroyed in its march. 
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allowed to march quietly into Syracuse, the Athenian double wall 
of circumvallation, between the southern cliff of Epipolre and the 
Great Harbor, eight stadia long, was all but completed: a few 
yards only of the end close to the harbor were wanting. Ilut 
Gylippus cared not to interrupt its completion. He aimed at 
higher objects, and he knew, what Nikias, unhappily, never felt 
and never lived to learn, the immense advantage of turning 
to active account that first impression and full tide of confidence 
which his arrival had just infused into the Syracusan8. Hardly 
had he accomplished his junction with them, when he marshalled 
the united force in order of battle, and marched up to the lines 
of the Athenians. Amazed as they were, and struck dumb by 
his unexpected arrival, they too formed in battle order, and 
awaited his approach. His first proceeding marked how much 
the odds of the game were changed. He sent a herald to tender 
to them a five days' armistice, on condition that they should col
lect their effects and withdraw from the island. Nikias disdained 
to return any reply to this insulting proposal; but his conduct 
showed how much he felt, as well as Gylippus, that the tide was' 
now turned. For when the Spartan commander, perceiving now 
for the first time the disorderly trim of his Syracusan hoplites, 
thought fit to retreat into more open ground farther removed from 

· the walls, probably in order that he might have a better field for 
his cavalry, Nikias declined to follow him, and remained in posi
tion close to his own fortifications.I This was tantamount to a 
confession of inferiority in the field. It was a virtual abandon
ment of the capture of Syracuse, a tacit admission that the 
Athenians could .hope for nothing better in the end than the 
humiliating offer which the herald had just made to them. So 
it seems to have been felt by both parties; for from this time 
forward, the Syracusans become and continue aggressors, the 
Athenians remaining always on the defensive, except for one 
brief instant after the arrival of Demosthenes. 

After drawing off his troops and keeping them encamped for 
that night on the Temenite cliff~ seemingly within the added for
tified inclosure of Syracuse, Gylippus brought them out again 
the next morning, and marshalled them in front of the Athenian 

1 Thn<"yd. vii, 3. 
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lines, as if about to attack. Ent while the attention of tho 
Athenians was thus engaged, he sent a detachment to surpriso 
the fort of Labdalum, which was not within view of their lines. 
The enterprise was completely successful. The fort was taken, 
and the garrison put to the sword; while the Syracusans gained 
another unexpected advantage during the day, by the capture of 
one of the Athenian triremes which was watching their harbor. 
Gylippus pursued his successes actively, by immediately begin
ning the construction of a fresh counter-wall, from the outer city 
wall in a northwesterly direction aslant up the slope of Epipolre; 
so as to traverse the intended line of the Athenian eircumvalla
tion on the north side of their Circle, and render blockade im
possible. He availed himself, for this purpose, of stones laid by 
the Athenians for their own circumvallation, at the same time 
alarming them by threatening attack upon their lower wall, be
tween the southern cliff of Epipolre and the Great Harbor, which 
was now just finished, so as to leave their troops disposable for 
action on the higher ground. Against one part of the wall, which 
seemed weaker than the rest, he attempted a nocturnal surprise, 
but finding the Athenians in vigilant guard without, he was forced 
to retire. This part of the wall was now heightened, and the 
Athenians took charge of it themselves, distributing their allies 
along the remainder.I 

These attacks, however, appear to have been chiefly intended 
as diversions, in order to hinder the enemy from obstructing the 
completion of the counter-wall. Now was the time for Nikias to 
adopt vigorous aggressive measures both against this wall and 
against the Syracusans in the field, unless he chose to relinquish 
all hope of ever being able to beleaguer Syracuse. And, indeed, 
he seems actually to have relinquished such hope, even thus early 
after he had seemed certain master of the city. For he now un
dertook a measure altogether new; highly important in itself, but 
indicating an altered scheme of policy. He resolved to fortify 
Cape Plemmyrium,- the rocky promontory which forms one 
extremity of the narrow entrance of the Great Harbor, immedi
ately south of the point of Ortygia, - and to make it a secure 
main station for the fleet and stores. The fleet had been hitherto 

1 Thucyd. vii, 4. 
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stationed in close neighborhood of the land-force, in a fortified 
position at the extremity of the double blockading wall between 
the southern cliff of Epipolre and the Great Harbor. From such 
a station in the interior of the harbor, it was difficult for the 
Athenian triremes to perform the duties incumbent on them, of 
watching the two ports of Syracuse - one on each side of the 
isthmus which joins Ortygia to the mainland - so as to prevent 
any exit of ships from within, or ingress of ships from without, 
and of insuring the unobstructed admission by sea of supplies for 
their own army. For both these purposes, the station of Plem
myrium was far more convenient; and Nikias now saw that 
henceforward his operations would be for the most part maritime. 
'Vithout confessing it openly, he thus practically acknowledged 
that the superiority of land-force had passed to the side of his 
opponents, and that a successful prosecution of the blockade had 
become impossible.I 

Three forts, one of considerable size and two subsidiary, were 
erected on the sea-board of Cape Plemmyrium, which became the 
station for triremes as well as for ships of burden. Though the 
situation was found convenient for all naval operations, it entailed 
also serious disadvantages ; being destitute of any spring of water, 
such as the memorable fountain of Arethusa on the opposite 
island of Ortygia. So that for supplies of water, and of wood 
also, the crews of the ships had to range a considerable distance, 
exposed to surprise from the numerous Syracusan cavalry placed 
in garrison at the temple of Zeus Olympius. Day after day, 
losses were sustained in this manner, besides the increased facili
ties given for desertion, which soon fatally diminished the efficiency 
of each ship's crew. As the Athenian hopes of success now de
e1ined, both the slaves and the numerous foreigners who served 
in their navy became disposed to steal away. And though the 
ships of war, down to this time, bad been scarcely at all engaged 
in actual warfare, yet they had been for many months con
tinually at sea and on the watch, without any opportunity of 
hauling ashore to refit. Hence the naval force, now about to 
be called into action as the chief hope of the Athenians, was 
found lamentably degenerated from that ostentatious perfection 

1 Tlmcyd. vii, 4. 
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in which it had set sail fifteen months before, from the harbor of 
Peirreus. 

The erection of the new forts at Plemmyrium, while by with
drawing the Athenian forces it left Gylippus unopposed in the 
prosecution of his counter-wall, at the same time emboldened him 
by the manifest decline of hope which it implied. Day after day 
he brought out his Syracusans in battle-array, planting them near 
the Athenian lines ; but the Athenians showed no disposition to 
attack. At length he took advantage of what he thought a 
favorable opportunity to make the attack himself; but the ground 
was so hemmed in by various walls - the Athenian fortified lines 
on one side, the Syracusan front or Temenitic fortification on 
another, and the counter-wall now in course of construction on a 
third - that his cavalry and darters had no space to act. Accord
ingly, the Syracusan hoplites, having to fight without these aux
iliaries, were beaten and driven back with loss, the Corinthian 
Goggylus being among the slain.I On the next day, Gylippus 
had the prudence to take the blame of this defeat upon himself. 
It was all owing to his mistake, he publicly confessed, in having 
made choice of a confined space wherein neither cavalry nor 
darters could avail. He would presently give them another op
portunity, in a fairer field, and he exhorted them to show their 
inbred superiority, as Dorians and Peloponnesians, by chasing 
these Ionians with their rabble of islanders out of Sicily. Accord
ingly, after no long time, he again brought them up in order of 
battle; taking care, however, to keep in the open space, beyond 
the extremity of the walls and fortifications. 

On this occasion, Nikias did not decline the combat, but marched 
out into the open space to meet him. He probably felt encour
aged by the result of the recent action; but there was a farther 
and more pressing motive. The counter-wall of intersection, 
wl1ich the Syracusans were constructing, was on the point of cut
ting the Athenian line of circumvallation, so that it was essential 
for Nikias to attack without delay, unless he formally abnegated 
all farther hope of successful siege. Nor could the army endure, 
in spite of altered fortune, irrevocably to shut themselves out 
from such hope, without one struggle more. Both armies were 

1 Thucyd. vii, 5; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 19. 
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therefore ranged in battle order on the open space beyond the 
walls, higher up the slope of Epipolre; Gylippus placing his 
cavalry and darters to the right of his line, on the highest and 
most open ground. In the midst of the action between the hop
lites on both sides, these troops on the right charged the left flank 
of the Athenians with such vigor, that they completely broke it. 
The whole Athenian army underwent a thorough defeat, and 
only found shelter within its fortified lines. And in the course 
of the very next night, the Syracusan counter-wall was pushed 
so far as to traverse and get beyond the projected line of Athe
nian blockade, reaching presently as far as the edge of the northern 
cliff: so that Syracuse was now safe, unless the enemy should 
not only recover their superiority in the field, but also become 
strong enough to storm and carry the new-built wall.1 

Farther defence was also obtained by the safe arrival of the 
Corinthian, Ambrakiotic, and Leukadian fleet of twelve triremes, 
under Erasinides, which Nikias had vainly endeavored to inter
cept. Ile had sent twenty sail to the southern coast of Italy; 
but the n.ew-comers had had the good luck to avoid them. 

Erasinides and his division lent their hands to the execution 
of a work which completed the scheme of defence for the city. 
Gylippus took the precaution of constructing a fort or redoubt on 
the high ground of Epipolro, so as to command the approach to 
Syracuse from the high ground of Euryalus; a step which Her
mokrates had not thought of until too late, and which Nikias had 
never thought of at all, during his period of triumph and mastery. 
He erected a new fort on a suitable point of the high ground, 
backed by three fortified positions or encampments at proper dis
tances in the rear of it, intended for bodies of troops to support the 
advanced post in case it was attacked. A continuous wall was 
then carried from this advanced post down the slope of Epipolro, 
so as to reach and join the counter-wall recently constructed; 
whereby this counter-wall, already traversing and cutting the 
Athenian line of circumvallation, became in fact prolonged up the 
whole slope of Epipolre, and barred all direct access from the 
Athenians in their existing lines up to the summit of that emi
nence, as well as up to the northern cliff. The Syracusans had 
now one continuous and uninten·upted line of defence ; a long 

1 Thuryd. vii, 5, 6. 
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single wall, resting at one extremity on the new-built fort upon 
the high ground of Epipohe, at the other extremity, upon the city 
wall. This wall was only single ; but it was defonded, along its 
whole length, by the permanent detachments occupying the three 
several fortified positions or encampments just mentioned. One 
of these positions was occupied by native Syracusans; a second, 
by Sicilian Greeks; a third, by other allies. Such was the 
improved and systematic scheme of defence which the genius of 
Gylippus first projected, and which he brought to execution at 
the present moment :I a scheme, the full value of which will be 
appreciated when we come tu describe the proceedings of the 
second Athenian armament under Demosthenes. 

Not content with having placed the Syracusans out of the reach 
of danger, Gylippus took advantage of their renewed confidence 
to infuse into them projects of retaliation against the enemy who 
had brought them so near to ruin. They began· to equip their 
ships in the harbor, and to put their seamen under training, in 
hopes of qualifying themselves to contend with the Athenians 
even on their own element ; while Gylippus himself quitted the 
city to visit the various cities of the island, and to get together 
farther reinforcements, naval as well as military. And as it was 
foreseen that Nikias on his part would probably demand aid from 
Athens, envoys, Syracusan as well as Corinthian, were despatched 
to Peloponnesus, to urge the necessity of forwarding additional 
troops, even in merchant vessels, if no triremes could be spared 
to convey them.2 Should no reinforcements reach the Athenian 

' Thucyd. vii, 7. l\Ieru vi: TOVTO, aZ TC TOJJ/ Koptvi'tir.Jv vijei; Kat 'AµrrpatW,J
TWV Kai AtVKaoi<.iv foi'lrltevcrav al V7rOAOl7rOl OcJOtKa (~pxe oi: avrwv 'Epacrivi
01)1;" Kopiv&wi;), Kat ~ vv e T eix i cr av ril .ltoirril v rol r ~ vp a Ko v 11 i o q; 
µ€xpt roil tyKapaiov Teixovr. 

These words of Thucydides are Yery obscure, and have been explained 
by tj,ifferent commentators in different ways. The explanation which I 
here give does not, so far as I know, coincide with any of them; yet I ven
ture to think that it is the most plausible, and the only one satisfactory. 
Compare the :Memoir of Dr. Arnold on his :Map of Syracuse (Am. Thucyd. 
vol. iii, p. 273), and the notes of Poppo and GOiler. Dr. Arnold is indeed 
so little satisfied with any explanation which had suggested itself to him, 
that he thinks some words must have dropped out. 

2 Thucyd. vii, 7. 
vor.. vu. l2* 18oc. 

http:AtVKaoi<.iv
http:Koptvi'tir.Jv


274 HISTORY OF GREECE_, 

camp, the Syracusans well knew that its efficiency must diminish 
by _every month's delay, while their own strength, in spite of 
heavy cost and effort, was growing with their increased prospects 
of success. 

If this double conviction was present to sustain the ardor of the 
Syracusans, it was not less painfully felt amidst the Athenian 
camp, now blocked up like a besieged city, and enjoying no free 
movement except through their ships and their command of the 
sea. Nikias saw that if Gylippus should return with any con
siderable additional force, even the attack upon him by land 
would become too powerful to resist, besides the increasing disor
ganizationofhis fleet. He became fully convinced that to remain as 
they were was absolute ruin. As all possibility of prosecuting the 
siege of Syracuse successfully was now at an end, a sound judgment 
would have dictated that his position in the harbor had become 
useless as well as dangerous, and that the sooner it was evacu
ated the better. Probably Demosthenes would have acted thus, 
under similar circumstances ; but such foresight and resolution 
were not in the character of Nikias, who was afraid, moreover, of 
the blame which it would bring down upon him at home, if not 
from his own army. Not venturing to quit his position without 
orders from Athens, he determined to send home thither an undis
guised account of his critical position, and to solicit either rein
forcements or instructions to return. · 

It was now, indeed, the end of September (n.c. 414),so that he 
could not even hope for an answer before midwinter, nor for rein
forcements, if such were to be sent, until the ensuing spring was,, 
far advanced. Nevertheless, he determined to encounter this risk, 
and to trust to vigilant precautions for safety during the interval, 
precautions which, as the result will show, were within a hair's 
breadth ofproving insufficient. But as it was of the last importance 
to him to make his countrymen at home folly sensible of .the 
grave danger of his position, he resolved to transmit a written 
despatch; not trusting to the oral statement of a messenger, who 
might be wanting either in courage, in presence of mind, or in 
competent expression, to impress the full and sad truth upon a 
reluctant audience.I Accordingly he sent home a despatch, which 

1 Thucy<l. ,·ii, 8. 



I 

DESPATCH OF XIKIAS. 2i5 

seems to have reached Athens about the end of November, and 
was read formally in the public assembly by the secretary of the 
city. Preserved by Thucydides verbatim, it stands as one of the 
most interesting remnants of antiquity, and well deserves a literal 
translation. 

"Our previous proceedings have been already made known to 
you, Athenians, in many other despatches ;I but the present 
crisis is such as to require your deliberation more than ever, 
when you shall have heard the situation in which we stand. 
After we had o>ercome in many engagements the Syracusans, 
against whom we were sent, and liad built the fortified lines 
which we now occupy, there came upon us the Lacedremonian 
Gylippus, with an army partly Peloponnesian, partly Sicilian. 
Him too we defeated, in the first action; but in a second, we 
were overwhelmed by a crowd of cavalry and darters, and forced 
to retire within our lines. And thus the superior number of our 
enemies has compelled us to suspend our circumvallation, and 
remain inactive ; indeed, we cannot employ in the field even the 
full force which we possess, since a portion of our hoplites are 
n~cessarily required for the protection of our walls. J\Ieanwhile 
the enemy have carried out a single intersecting counter-wall 
beyond our line of circumvallation, so that we can no longer con
tinue the latter to completion, unless we have force enough to 

Thucyd. vii, 9. lv uil.Aat(' 1l"OAAai(' hrtrrro:1.ai,. The word despatches, 
which I use to translate hrtrrro:1.ai(', is not inapplicable to oral, as well as to 
written messages, and thus retains the ambiguity inrnlved in the original; 
for hrtrrro:1.air, though usually implying, does not necessarily imply, ·written 
communications. 

The words of Thucydides (vii, 8} may certainly be construed to imply that 
Nikias had never on any previous occasion sent a written communication 
to Athens; and so Dr. Thirlwall understands them, though not without 
hesitation (Hist. Gr. ch. xxvi, vol. iii, p. 418). At the same time, I think 
them reconcilable with the supposition that Nikias may previously have 
sent written despatches, though much shorter than the present, leaving 
details and particulars to be supplied by the officer who carried them. 

Mr. Mitford states the direct reverse of that which Dr. Thirlwall under· 
stands: "Nicias had used the precaution of frequently sending despatches 
in writing, with an exact account of every transaction." (Ch. xviii, sect. v, 
vol. iv, p. 100.) 

Certainly, the statement of Thucydides does not imply this. 

http:hrtrrro:1.ai
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attack and storm their counter-wall. And things have come to 
such a pass, that we, who profess to besiege others, are ourselves 
rather the party besieged, by land at least, since the cavalry 
leave us scarce any liberty of motion. Farther, the enemy have 
sent envoys to Peloponnesus to obtain reinforcements, while 
Gylippus in person is going round the Sicilian cities, trying to 
stir up to action such of them as are now neutral, and to get, 
from the rest, additional naval and military supplies. For it is 
their determination, as I understand, not merely to assail our 
lines on shore with their land-force, but also to attack us by sea 
with their ships. 

"Be not shocked when I tell you, that they intend to become 
aggressors even at sea. They know well, that our fleet was at first 
in high condition, with dry ships! and excellent crews; but now the 
ships have rotted, from remaining too long at sea, and the crews 
are ruined. Nor have we the means of hauling our ships ashore 
to refit, .since the enemy's fleet, equal or superior in numbers, 
al ways appears on the point of attacking us. ·we see them in 
constant practice, and they can choose their own moment for 
attack. :Moreover, they can keep their ships high and dry m01:e 
than we can ; for they are not engaged in maintaining watch 
upon others; while to us, who are obliged to retain all our fleet 
on guard, nothing less than prodigious superiority of number 
could insure the like facility. And were we to relax ever so 
little in our vigilance, we shoulJ. no longer be sure of our sup
plies, which we bring in even now with difficulty close under 
their walls. 

"Our crews, too, have been and are still wasting away from 
various causes. Among the seamen who are our own citizens, 
many, in going to a distance for wood, for water, or for pillage, 
are cut off by the Syracusan cavalry. Such of them as are 
slaves, desert, now tha~ our superiority is gone, and that we have 
come to equal clrnnces with our enemy; while the foreigners 
whom we pressed into our service, make off straight to some of 
the neighboring cities; and those who came, tempted by high 

1 It seems, that in Greek ship-building, moist and unseasoned wood was 
preferred, from the facility of bending it into the proper shape (Theophras
tus, Hist. Plaut. v, 7, 4). 



277 

l 

DESPATCH OF KIKIAS. 

pay, under the idea of enriching themselves by traffic rather 
than of fighting, now that they find the enemy in full competence 
lo cope with us by sea as well as by land, either go over to him 
as professed deserters, or get away as they can amidst the wide 
area of Sicily.l Nay, there are even some, who, while trafficking 

Thucyd. vii, 13. Kai oi ~evOL oi µ'i:v <ivayKaO'TOL fo(Juvrer, evi9vr Kari/. 
rilr 7l'OAtlf cmoxwpoi•O'tV, oi Oi: V7l'O µP.yuAOV µtO'!Jov TO 7l'pwrov hrapi9ivrer, 
Kat ol6µevot XPTJµarieiai9at µaAAOV 1i µaxel0''9at, E7l'ttoq 7l'api/. yvwµTJV vavTtKOV 
re Oq KrtL TUAAa U7l'O TWV 7l'OAeµiwv uvi9errrCrra lipwatv, oi µev l 11" a{; To
µ 0 "),, i a ' 7l' p 0"' a O' e t u 'Ir€ p x 0 v Ta t, ol oe Wf lKaO'TOt ovvavrat. 7l'OAAq o' 
fi ~tKei..ia. 

All the commentators bestow long notes in explanation of this phrase en" 
avroµoi..ia~ 7l'po<fiaO'et urripxovrat: but I cannot think that any of them ure 
successful. There are even some who despair of success so much, ns to 
wish to change avroµoi..iar by conjecture; see the citations in Poppo's long 
note. 

But surely the literal sense of the words is here both defensible and 
instructive : "Some of them depart under pretence (or profession) of being 
deserters to the enemy." All the commentators reject this meaning, 
because they say, it is absurd to talk of a man's announcing beforehand 
that he intends to desert to the enemy, and giving that as an excuse for 
quitting the camp. Such is not, in my judgment, the meaning of the word 
rrpo.p[iO'et here. It does not denote what a man said before he quitted the 
Athenian camp, he would of course say nothing of his intention to any one, 
but the color which he would put upon his conduct after he got within the 
Syracusan lines. He would present himself to them as a deserter to their 
cause ; he would profess anxiety to take part in the defence; he would 
pretend to be tired of the oppressive Athenian dominion; for it is to be 
recollected, that all or most of these deserters were men belonging to tho 
subject-allies of Athens. Those who passed over to the Syracusan lines 
would naturally recommend themselves by making profession of such dis
positions, eYen though they did not really feel any such ; for their real 
reason was, that the Athenian serYiee had now become irksome, unprofit
able, and dangerous; and the easiest manner of getting away from it was, 
to pass over as a deserter to Syracuse. 

Nikias distinguishes these men from others, "who got away, as they 
could find opportunity, to some part or other of Sicily." These latter also 
would of course keep their intention of departing secret, until they got safo 
away into some Sicilian town; but when once there, they would make no 
profession of any feeling which they did not entertain. If they said any
thing, they would tell the plain truth, that they were making the1r escape 
from a position which now gave them more trouble than profit. 

It appears to me that the words lrr' avroµoi..iar rrpoi/JaO'et will bear this 
sense perfectly well, and that it is the real meaning of Nikias. 

http:tKei..ia
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here on their own account, bribe the trierarchs to accept Hykka· 
rian slaves as substitutes, and thus destroy the strict discipline of 
our marine. And you know as welf as I, that no crew ever con
tinues long in pe1fect condition, and that the first class of seamen, 
who set the ship in motion, and maintain the uniformity of the 
oar-stroke, is but a small fraction of the whole number. 

"Among all these embarrassments, the worst of all is, that I 
as general can neither prevent the mischief, from the difficulty 
of. your tempers to gov\)rn, nor can I provide supplementary 
recruits elsewhere, as the enemy can easily do from many places 
open to him. "'\Ve have nothing but the original stock which we 
brought out with us, both to make good losses and to do present 
duty; for Naxus and Katana, our only present allies, are of 
insignificant strength. And if' our enemy gain but one farther 
point,- if the Italian cities, from whence we now draw our sup
plies, should turn against us, under the impression of our present 
bad condition, with no reinforcement arriving from you, - we 
shall be starved out, and he will bring the war to triumphant 
close, even without a battle. 

"Pleasanter news than these I could easily have found to send 
you; but assuredly nothing so useful, seeing that the full knowl
edge of the state of affairs here is essential to your deliberations. 
Moreover, I thought it even the safer policy to tell you the truth 
without disguise, understanding as I do your real dispositions, 
that you never listen willingly to any but the most favorable 
assurances, yet are angry in the end if they turn to unfavorable 
results. Be thoroughly satisfied, that in regard to the force 
against which you originally sent us, both your generals and 
your soldiers have done themselves no discredit. But now that 
all Sicily is united against us, and that farther reinforcements are 
expected from Peloponnesus, you must take your resolution with 
full knowledge that we here have not even strength to contend 

Even before the Pcloponncsian war was begun, the Corinthian envoy at 
Sparta affirms that the Athenians cannot depend upon their seamen stand
ing true" to them, since their navy was manned with hired foreign seamen 
rather than with nativcs-wv7JT~ yup f, 'Af>1jvaiwv ovvaµu; µu),/cov i} oiKeia 
(Thucyd. i, 121). The statement of Nikias proves that this remark was to 
a great extent well founded. 
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against our present difficulties. You must either send for us 
J1ome, or you must send us a second army, land-force as well as 
naval, not inferior to that which is now here, together with a con
siderable supply of money. You must farther send a successor 
to supersede me, as I am incapable of work from a disease 
in the kidneys. I think myself entitled to ask this indulgence at 
your hands, for while my health lasted I did you much good 
service in various military commands. But whatever you intend, 
do it at the first opening of spring, without any delay: for the 
new succor;i which the enemy is getting together in Sicily, will 
soon be here, and those which are to come from Peloponnesus, 
though they will be longer in arriving, yet, if you do not keep 
watch, will either elude or forestall you as they have already once 
done." 1 

Such was the memorable despatch of Nikias, which was read 
to the public assembly of Athens about the end of November, 
or beginning of December, 414 B.c., lirought by officers who 
strengthened its effect by their own oral communications, and 
answered all such inquiries as were put to them.2 1Ve have 
much reason to regret that Thucydides does not give us any idea • 
of the debate which so gloomy a revelation called forth. He 
tells us merely the result: the Athenians resolved to comply 
with the second portion of the alternative put by Nikias ; not to 
send for the present armament home, but to reinforce it by a 
second powerful armament, both of land and naval force, in pros
ecution of the same objects. But they declined his other personal 
request, and insisted on continuing him in command ; passing a 
vote, however, to name Menander and Euthydemus, officers 
already in the army before Syracuse, joint commanders along 
with him, in order to assist him in his laborious duties. They 
sent Eurymedon speedily, about the winter solstice, in command 
of ten triremes to Syracuse, carrying one hundred and twenty 
talents of silver, together with assurances of coming aid to the 
suffering army. And they resolved to equip a new and formida
ble force, under Demosthenes and Eurymedon, to go thither as 
reinforcement in the earliest months of the spring. Demosthenes 

1 Thu<'yd. vii, 11-15. s Thucyd. vii, 10. 
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was directed to employ himself actively in getting this larger 
force ready.l 

This letter of Nikias - so authentic, so full of matter, and so 
characteristic of the manners of the time- suggests several seri
ous reflections, in reference both to himself and to the Athenian 
people. As to himself, there is nothing so remarkable as the 
sentence of condemnation which it pronounces on his own past 
proceedings in Sicily. When we find him lamenting the wear and 
tear of the armament, and treating the fact as notorious that 
even the best naval force could only maintain itself in good 
condition for a short time, what graver condemnation could be 
passed upon those eight months which he wasted in trifling 
measures, after his arrival in Sicily, before commencing the siege 
of Syracuse? "When he announces that the arrival of Gylippus 
with his auxiliary force before Syracuse, made the difference to 
the Athenian army between triumph and something bordering on 
ruin, the inquiry naturally suggests itself, whether he had done 
his best to anticipate, and what precautions he had himself taken 
to prevent, the coming of the Spartan general. To which the 
answer must be, that, so far from anticipating the arrival of new 
enemies as a possible danger, he had almost invited them from 
abroad by bis delay, and that he had taken no precautions at all 
against them, though forewarned and having sufficient means at 
his disposal. The desertion and demoralization of his naval force, 
doubtless but too real, was, as he himself points out, mainly the 
consequence of this turn of fortune, and was also the first com
mencement of that unmanageable temper of the Athenian 
solUiery, numbered among his difficulties. For it would be in

1 Thucyd. vii, 16. There is here a doubt as to the reading, between one 
hundred and twenty talents, or twenty talents. 

I agree with Dr. Arnold and other commentators in thinking that the 
money taken out by Eurymedon was far more probably the larger sum of 
the two, than the smaller. The former reading seems to deserve the pref
erence. Besides, Diodorus states that Eurymc<lon took out with him one 
hundred and forty talents : his authority, indeed, docs not count for much, 
but it counts for something, in coincidence with a certain force of intrinsic 
probability (Diodor. xiii, 8 ). 

On an occasion such us this, to send a very small sum, such as twenty 
talents, would produ~c a discouraging effect upon the armament. 



CONDt:CT OF ::\IKIAS. 281 

justice to this unfortunate army not to recognize that they first 
acquiesced patiently in prolonged inaction, because their general 
<lirected it, and next did their duty mo~t gallantly in the opera
tions of the siege, down to the death of Lamachus. 

If even with our imperfect knowledge of the case, the ruin 
complained of by Nikias be distinctly traceable to his own 
remissness and oversight, much more must this conviction have 
been felt by intelligent Athenians, both in the camp and in the 
city, as we shall see by the conduct of Demosthenes I hereafter to 
be related. Let us conceive the series of despatches, to which 
Nikias himself alludes, as having been transmitted home, from 
their commencement. "\Ve must recollect that the expedition 
was originally sent from Athens with hopes of the most glowing 
character, and with a consciousness of extraordinary efforts about · 
to be rewarded with commensurate triumphs. For some months, 
the despatches of the general disclose nothing but movements 
either abortive or inglorious; adorned, indeed, by one barren 
victory, but accompanied by an intimation that he must wait· till 
the spring, and that reinforcements must be sent to him, before 
he can undertake the really serious enterprise. Though the 
disappointment occasioned by this news at Athens must have 
been mortifying, nevertheless his requisition was complied with ; 
and the despatches of :Nikias, during the spring and summer of 
414 n.c., become cheering. The siege of Syracuse is described 
as proceeding successfully, and at length, about July or August, 
as being on the point of coming to a triumphant close, in spite of 
a Spartan adventurer, named Gylippus, making his way across 
the Ionian sea with a force too contemptible to be noticed. Sud
denly, without any intermediate step to smoothe the transition, 
comes a despatch announcing that this adventurer has marched 
into Syracuse at the head of a powerful army, and that the 
Athenians are thrown upon the defensive, without power of pro
ceeding with the siege. This is followed, after a short time, 
by the gloomy and almost desperate communication above trans· 
lated. 

"\Vhen we thus look at the despatch, not merely as it stands 
singly, but as falling in series with its antecedents, the natural 

1 Tlmcyd. vii, 42. 
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effect which we should suppose it likely to produce upon the 
Athenians, would be a vehement burst of wrath and displeasure 
against Nikias. Upon the most candid and impartial scrutiny, 
he deserved nothing less. Auel when we consiuer, farther, tho 
character generally ascribed by historians of Greece to the Athe
nian people, that they are reprcscntecl as fickle, ungrateful, and 

. irritable, by standing habit; as abandoning upon the most trifling 
grounds those whom they Imel once esteemecl, forgetting all prior 
services, visiting upon innocent generalil the unavoidable misfor
tunes of war, and impelled by nothing better than demagogic 
excitements, we naturally expect that the blame really deserved 
by Nikias would be exaggeratecl· beyoncl all clue measure, and 
break forth in a storm of violence and fury. Yet what is the 
actual resolution taken in consequence of his despatch, after the 
full and free clebate of the Athenian assembly? Not a word of 
blame or displeasure is proclaimed. Doubtless there must have 
been individual speakers who criticized him as he deserved. To 
suppose the contrary, would be to think meanly indeed of the 
Athenian assembly. But the general vote was one not simply 
imputing no blame, but even pronouncing continued and unabated 
confidence. The people positively refuse to relieve him from the 
command, though he himself solicits it in a manne~ sincere and 
even touching. So great is the value which they set upon his 
services, and the esteem which they entertain for his character, 
that they will not avail themselves of the easy opportunity- which 
he himself provides to get rid of him. 

It is not by way of compliment to the Athenians that I make 
these remarks on their present proceeding. Quite the contrary. 
The misplaced confidence of the Athenians in Nikias, on more 
than one previous occasion, but especially on this, betrays an 
incapacity of appreciating facts immediately before their eyes, 
and a blindness to decisive and multiplied evidences of incompe
tency, which is one of the least creditable manifestations of their 
political history. But we do learn from it a clear lesson, that the 
habitual defects of the Athenian character were very different 
from what historians commonly impute to them. Instead of being 
fickle, we find them tenacious in the extreme of confidence once 
bestowed, and of schemes once embarked upon: instead of ingrat
itude for services actually rendered, we find credit given for ser
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vices which an officer ought to have rendered, but has not: instead 
of angry captiousness, we discover an indulgence not merely gen
erous, but even culpable, in the midst of disappointment and 
humiliation: instead of a public assembly, wherein, as it is com
monly depicted, the criminative orators were omnipotent, and 
could bring to condemnation any unsuccessful general, however 
meritorious ; we see that even grave and well-founded accusations 
make no impression upon the people in opposition to preestab
lished personal esteem ; and personal esteem for a man who not 
only was no demagogue, but in every respect the opposite of a 
demagogue: an oligarch by taste, sentiment, and position ; who 
yielded to the democracy nothing more than sincere obedience, 
coupled with gentleness and munificence in his private bearing. 
If Kleon had committed but a small part of those capital blunders 
which discredit the military career of Nikias, he would have been 
irretrievably ruined. So much weaker was !tis hold upon his 
countrymen, by means of demagogic excellences, as compared 
with those causes which attracted confidence to Nikia;;; 'his great 
family and position, his wealth dexterously expended, his known 
incorruptibility against bribes, and even comparative absence of 
personal ambition, his personal courage c~mbined with reputation 
for caution, his decorous private life and ultra-religious habits. 
All this assemblage of negative merits, and deceneies of daily 
life, in a citizen whose station might have enabled him to act 
with the insolence of Alkibiades, placed Nikias on a far firmer 
basis of public esteem than the mere power of accusatory speech 
in the public assembly or the dikastery could have done. It 
entitled him to have the most indulgent construction put upon all 
his short-comings, and spread a fatal varnish over his glaring 
incompetence for all grave and responsible command. 

The incident now before us is one of the most instructive in all 
history, as an illustration of the usual sentiment, and strongest 
causes of error, prevalent among the Athenian democracy, and 
as a refutation of that exaggerated mischief which it is common 
to impute to the person called a demagogue. Happy would it 
have been for Athens had she now had Kleon present, or any 
other demagogue of equal power, at that public assembly which 
took the melancholy resolution of sending fresh forces to, Sicily 
and continuing Nikias in the command ! The case was one in 
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which the accusatory eloquence of the demagogue was especially 
called for, to expose the real past mismanagement of Nikias, to 
break down that undeserved confidence in his ability and caution 
which had grown into a sentiment of faith or routine, to prove 
how much mischief he had already done, and how much more he 
would do if continued.I Unluckily for Athens, she had now no 
demagogue who could convince the assembly beforehand of this 
truth, and prevent them from taking the most unwise and de
structive resolution ever passed in the Pnyx. 

What makes the resolution so peculiarly discreditable, is, that 
it was adopted in defiance of clear and present evidence. To 
persist in the siege of Syracuse, under present circumstances, was 
sad misjudgment; to persist in it with Nikias as commander, was 
hardly less than insanity. The first expedition, though even that 
was rash and ill-conceived, nevertheless presented tempting hopes 
which explain, if they do not excuse, the too light estimate of 
impossibility of lasting possession. Moreover, there was at that 
time a confusion, - between the narrow objects connected with 
Leontini and Egesta, and the larger acquisitions to be realized 
through the siege of Syracuse,-which prevented any clear and 
unanimous estimate of the undertaking in the Athenian mind. 
But now, the circumstances of Sicily were fully known: the 
mendacious promises of Egesta had been exposed ; the hopes of 
allies for Athens in the island were seen to be futile; while 
Syracuse, armed with a Spartan general and Peloponnesian aid, 
had not only become inexpugnable, but had assumed the aggres
sive: lastly, the chance of a renewal of Peloponnesian hostility 
against Attica had been now raised into certainty. 'Vhile perse
verance in the siege of Syracuse, therefore, under circumstances 
so unpromising and under such necessity for increased exertions 
at home, was a melancholy imprudence in itself~ perseverance in 
employing Nikias converted that imprudence into ruin, which 
even the addition of an energetic colleague in the person of 

1 Plutarch (Nikias, c. 20) tells us that the Athenians had been disposed 
to send a second armament to Sicily, even before the despatch of Nik.ias 
reached them ; but that they had been prevented by certain men who wer6 
envious ( rfn'16v<,J) of the glory and good fortune of Nikias. 

No judgment can be more inconsistent with the facts of the cas6 than 
this, facts recounted in general terms even by Plutarch himself. 
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Demosthenes was not sufficient to avert. Those who study the 
conduct of the Athenian people on this occasion, will not be dis
posed to repeat against them the charge of fickleness which forms 
one of the standing reproaches against democracy. Their mis
take here arose from the very opposite quality; from what may 
be called obtuseness, or inability to get clear of two sentiments 
which had become deeply engraven on their minds; ideas· of 
Sicilian conquest, and confidence in Nikias. 

A little more of this alleged fickleness - or easy escape from 
past associations and impressibility to actual circumstances 
would have been at the pre~ent juncture a tutelary quality to 
Athens. She would then have appreciated more justly the in
creased hazards thickening around her both in Sicily and at 
home. 'Var with Sparta, though not yet actually proclaimed, 
had become impending and inevitable. Even in the preceding 
winter, the Lacedremonians had listened favorably to the recom
mendation of Alkibiadesl that they should establish a fortified 
post at Dekeleia in Attica. They had not yet indeed brought 
themselves to execution of this resolve ; for the peace between 
them and Athens, though indirectly broken in many ways, still 
subsisted in name, and they hesitated to break it openly, partly 
because they knew that the breach of peace had been on their 
side at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war ; attributing to 
this fault their capital misfortune at Sphakteria.2 Athens on her 
side had also scrupulously avoided direct violation of the Lace
dremonian territory, in spite of much solicitation from her allies 
at Argos. But her reserve on this point gave way during the 
present summer, probably at the time when her prospect of 
t~king Syracuse appeared certain. The Lacedremonians having 
invaded and plundered the Argeian territory, thirty Athenian tri
remes were sent to aid in its defence, under Pythodorus with two 
colleagues. This armament disembarked on the eastern coast of 
Laconia near Prasire and committed devastations: which direct 
act of hostility- coming in addition to the marauding excursions 
of the garrison of Pylos, and to the refusal of pacific redress 
at Athens- satisfied the Lacedmmonians that the peace had 

1 Thucyd. vi, 93. 2 Thucyd. vii, 18. 
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been now first and undeniably broken by their enemy, so that 
they might with a safe conscience recommence the war.I 

Such was the state of feeling between the two great powers of 
Central Greece in November 414 B.c., when the envoys arrived 
from Syracuse; envoys from Nikias on the one part, from \}y
lippus and the Syracusans on the other; each urgently calling for 
farther support. The Corinthians and Syracusans vehemently 
pressed their claims at Sparta; nor was Alkibiades again want
ing, to renew his instances for the occupation of Dekeleia. It 
was in the face of this impending liability to renewed Pelopon
nesian invasion that the Athenians took their resolution, above 
commented on, to send a second ar~y to Syracuse and prosecute 
the siege with vigor. If there were any hesitation yet remaining 
on the part of the Laced:£monians, it disappeared so soon as they 
were made aware of the imprudent resolution of Athens; which 
not only created an imperative necessity for sustaining Syracuse, 
but also rendered Athens so much more vulnerable at home, by 
removing the better part of her force. Accordingly, very soon 
after the vote passed at Athens, an. equally decisive resolution 
for direct hostilities was adopted at Sparta. It was determined 
that a Peloponnesian allied force should be immediately pre
pared, to be sent at the first opening of spring to Syracuse, 
and that at the same time Attica should be invaded, and the 
post of Dekeleia fortified. Orders to this effect were immediately 
transmitted to the whole body of Peloponnesian allies; especially 
requisitions for implements, materials, and workmen, towards the 
construction of the projected fort at Dekeleia.2 

· 1 Thucyd. vi, 105 ; vii, 18. 2 Thucyd. vii, 18. 



SPARTAN INVASION OF ATTICA.-DEKELEIA. 287 

CHAPTER LX. 

FRO:M THE RESUMPTION OF DIRECT HOSTILITIES BETWEEN 
ATHENS AND SPARTA, DOWN TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
ATIIEXIAN AmIAl\IENT IN SICILY. 

THE Syracusan war now no longer stands apart, as an event 
by itself, but becomes absorbed in the general war rekindling 
throughout Greece. Never was any winter so actively and ex
tensively employed in military preparations, as the winter of 
414-413 B.c., the months immediately preceding that which 
Thucydides terms the nineteenth spring of the Peloponnesian 
war, but which other historians call the beginning of the Dekeleian 
war.I While Eurymedon went with his ten triremes to Syracuse, 
even in midwinter, Demosthenes exerted himself all the winter 
to get together the second armament for early spring. Twenty 
other Athenian triremes were farther sent round Peloponnesus 
to the station of Naupaktus, to prevent any Corinthian reinforce
ments from sailing out of the Corinthian gulf. Against these 
latter, the Corinthians on their side prepared twenty-five fresh 
triremes, to serve as a convoy to the transports carrying their 
hoplites.2 In Corinth, Sikyon, and Ilreotia, as well as at Lace
<lremon, levies of hoplites were going on for the armament to 
Syracuse, at the same time that everything was getting ready for 
the occupation of Dekeleia. Lastly, Gylippus was engaged with 
not less aetivity in stirring up all Sicily to take a more decisive 
part in the coming year's struggle. 

From Cape Trenarus in Laconia, at the earliest moment of 
spring, embarked a force of six hundred Lacedremonian hoplites 
-Helots and Neodamodes -under the Spartan Ekkritus, and 
three hundred Ilreotian hoplites under the Thebans Xenon and 
Nikon, with the Thespian Ilegesandrus. They were directed to 
cross the sea southward to Kyrene in Libya, and from thence to 
make their way along the African coast to Sicily. At the same 
time a body of seven hundred hoplites under Alexarchus, partly 

1 ·Diodor. xiii, 8. 2 Thucyd. vii, 17. 
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Corinthians, partly hired Arcadians, partly Sikyonians, under 
constraint from their powerful neighbors,1 departed from the 
northwest of Peloponnesus and the mouth of the Corinthian gulf 
for Sicily, the Corinthian triremes watching them until they were 
past the Athenian squadron at Naupaktus. 

These were proceedings of importance: but the most impor
tant of all was the reinvasion of Attica at the same time by the 
great force of the Peloponnesian alliance, under the Spartan king 
Agis son of Archidamus. Twelve years had elapsed since Attica 
last felt the hand of the destroyer, a little before the siege of 
Sphakteria. The plain in the neighborhood of Athens was now 
first laid waste, after which the invaders proceeded to their 
15pecial purpose of erecting a fortified post for occupation at 
Dekeleia. The work, apportioned among the allies present, who 
bad come prepared with the means of executing it, was completed 
during the present summer, and a garrison was established there 
composed of contingents relieving each other at intervals, under 
the command of king Agis himself. Dekeleia was situated on 
an outlying eminence belonging to the range called Parnes, about 
fourteen miles to the north of Athens, near the termination of 
the plain of Athens, and commanding an extensive view of that 
plain as well as of the plain of Eleusis. The hill on which it 
stood, if not the fort itself, was visible even from the walls of 
Athens. It was admirably situated both as a central point for 
excursions over Attica, and for communication with Breotia; 
while the road from Athens to Oropus, the main communication 
with Eubrea, passed through the gorge immediately under it.2 

"\Ve read with amazement, and the contemporary world saw 
0 

with yet greater amazement, that while this important w ork was ac
tually going on, and while the whole Peloponncsian confederacy 
was renewing its pressure with redoubled force upon Athens, at 
that very moment,3 the Athenians sent out, not only a fleet of 
thirty triremes under Charikles to annoy the coasts of Pelopon
nesus, but also the great armament which they had resolved 

1 Thucyd. vii, 19-58. ZtKVtJVlOl uvay1<aUTOt urpaTEVoVTEf. 
2 Thucyd. vii, 19-28, with Dr. Arnold's note.· 
3 Thucyd. vii, 20. uµa TlJ!: ti.euli.dar T/ii nqtuµ/iJ, etc. Compare Isokrates, 

Orat. viii, De Pace, s. 102, p. 236, Bekk. 
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upon under Demosthenes, to push offensive operations against 
Syracuse. The force under the latter general consisted of sixty 
Athenian and five Chian triremes; of twelve hundred Athenian 
hoplites of the best class, chosen from the citizen muster-roll; 
with a considerable number of hoplites besides, from the subject
allies and elsewhere. There had been also engaged on hire fif
teen hundred peltasts from Thrace, of the tribe called Dii; but 
these men did not arrive in time, so that Demosthenes set sail 
without them.I Charikles having gone forward to take aboard 
a body of allies from Argos, the two fleets joined at .lEgina, in~ 
flicted some devastations on the coasts of Laconia, and established 
a strong post on the island of Kythera to encourage desertion 
among the Helots. From hence Charikles returned with the 
Argeians, while Demosthenes conducted his armament round 
Peloponnesus to Korkyra.!l On the Eleian coast, he destroyed a 
transport carrying hoplites to Syracuse, though the men escaped 
ashore: from thence he proceeded to Zakynthus and Kephallenia, 
from whence he engaged some additional hoplites, and to Anak
torium, in order to procure darters and slingers from Akarnania. 
It was here that he was met by Eurymedon with his ten triremes, 
who had gone forward to Syracuse in the winter with the pecu
niary remittance urgently required, and was now returning t-0 
act as colleague of Demosthenes in the command.a The news 

1 Thucyd. vii, 20--27. 9 Thucyd. vii, 26. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 31. 'Ovrt O' airrriJ (Demosthenes) 7r£pt ravTa (Anaktorium) 

Ebpvµi&Jv U'TraVT{l, o, TOTE TOV xetµwvo, TU XP~µara aywv Tij UTpa
Tl {l U'Tr£ 'Tr t µ </J {f T/, Kat ayyi/.Aet, etc. 

The meaning of this passage appears quite unambiguous, that Eurymedon 
had been sent to Sicily in the winter, to carry the sum of one hundred and 
twenty talents to Nikias, and was now on his return (see Thueyd. vii, II). 
Nor is it without some astonishment that I read in :Mr. Mitford: "At 
Anactorium, Demosthenes found Eurymcdon collecting provisions for Sicily,'' 
etc. l\fr. Mitford then says in a note (quoting the Scholiast, 'Hrot ra Trpi)> 
Tpo</>~v XP~<Jiµa, Kat Ta Aoma <Jvvreivovra avTol>, Schol.) : "This is not the 
only occasion on which Thucydides uses the term xp~µara for necessaries in 
general. Smith has translated accordingly : but the Latin has pecuniam, 
which does not express the sense intended here," (ch. xviii, sect. vi, vol. iv, 
p. ll8.) 

There cannot be the least doubt that the Latin is here right. The definite 
article makes the point quite certain, even if it were true (which I doubt) 
that Thucydides sometimes uses the word xp~µara to mean " necessaries in 

VOL. VII. 13 19oc. 
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brought by Eurymedon from Sicily was in every way discour· 
aging. Yet the two admirals were under the necessity of sparing 
ten triremes from their fleet to reinforce Konon at Naupaktus, 
who...was not strong enough alone to contend against the Coi-in· 
thian fleet which watched him from the opposite coast. To make 
good this diminution, Eurymedon went forward to Korkyra, with 
the view of obtaining from the Korkyrrcans fifteen fresh triremes 
and a contingent of hoplites, while Demosthenes was getting to· 
gether the Akarnanian darters and slingers.l 

Eurymedon not only brought hack word of the distressed con· 
dition of the Athenians in the harbor of Syracuse, but had also 
learned, during his way back, their heavy additional loss by the 
capture of the fort at Plemmyrium. Gylippus returned to Syr
acuse early in the spring, nearly about the time when Agis in
vaded Attica and when Demosthenes quitted Peir::eus. He returnetl 
with fresh reinforcements from the interior, antl with redoubled 
ardor for decisive operations against Nikias before aid could 
arrive from Athens. It was his first care, in conjunction with 
Hermokrates, to inspire the Syracusans with courage for fighting 
the Athenians on shipboard. Such was the acknowledged supe
riority of the latter at sea, that this was a task of some difficulty, 
calling for all the eloquence and ascendency of the two leaders : 
"The Athenians (saitl Hermokrates to his countrymen) have not 
been always eminent at sea as they now are: they were once 
landsmen like you, and more than you, they were only forced on 
shipboard by the Persian invasion. The only way to deal with 
bold men like them, is to show a front bolder still. They have 
often by their audacity daunted enemies of greater real force 
than themselves, and they must now be taught that others can 
play the same game with them. Go right at them before they 
expect it; and you will gain more by thus surprising and intimi· 
dating them, than you will suffer by their superior science." 
Such lessons, addressed to men already in the tide of success, 
were presently efficacious, and a naval attack was resolved.2 

general." I doubt still more whether he ever uses ci.ywv in the scnso of 
"collecting." 1 Thucyd. vii, 31. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 21. Among the topics of encouragement dwelt upon by 
Hennokrates, it is remarkable that he makes no mention of that which the 



ll!EASUl:ES OF GYLIPl'CS AT SYIL\CUSE. 2al 

The town of Syracuse had two ports, one on each side of the 
island of Ortygia. The lesser port- as it was called after
wards, the Portus Lakkius - lay northward of Ortygia, between 
that island and the low ground or Nekropolis near the outer city: 
the other lay on the opposite side of the isthmus of Ortygia 
within the Great Harbor. Iloth of them, it appears, were pro
tected against attack from without, by piles and stakes phmted in 
the bottom in front of them. Ilut the lesser port was the more 
secure of the two, and the principal docks of the Syracusans 
were situated within it; the Syracusan fleet, eighty triremes 
strong, being distributed between them. The entire Athenian 
fleet was stationed under the fort of Plemmyrium, immediately 
opposite to the southern point of Ortygia. 

Gylippus laid his plan with great ability, so as to take the 
Athenians completely by surprise. Having trained and prepared 
the naval force as thoroughly as he could, he marched out his 
land-force secretly by night, over Epipolre and round by the iight 
bank of the Anapus, to the neighborhood of the fort of Plemmy
rium. ·with the first dawn of morning, the Syracusan fleet 
sailed out, at one and the same signal, from both the ports; forty
five triremes out of the lesser port, thirty-five out of the other. 
Iloth squadrons tried to round the southern point of Ortygia, so 
as to unite and to attack the enemy at Plemmyrium in concert. 
The Athenians, though unprepared and eonfused, hastened to 
man sixty ships ; with twenty-five of w hi eh, they met the thirty
five Syracusans sailing forth from the Great Harbor, while with 
the other thirty-five they encountered the forty-five from the 
lesser port, immediately outside of the mouth of the Great Har
bor. In the former of these two actions the Syracusans were at 
first victors; in the second also, the Syracusans from the outside 
forced their way into the mouth of the Great Harbor, and joined 
their comrades. Ilut being little accustomed to naval warfare, 
they presently fell into complete confusion, partly in consequence 
of their unexpected success : so that the Athenians, recovering 
from the first shock, attacked them anew and completely defeated 
them; sinking or disabling eleven ships, of three of which the 

scc,uel proved to be the most important of all, the confined space of the 
harbor, which rendered Athenian ships and tactics unavailing. 
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crews were made prisoners, the rest being mostly slain.I Three 
Athenian triremes were destroyed also. 

But this victory, itself not easily won, was more than counter
balanced by the irreparable loss of Plemmyrium. During the 
first excitement at .the Athenian naval station, when the ships 
were in course of being manned to meet the unexpected onset 
from both ports at once, the garrison of I 1lemmyrium went to the 
water's edge to watch and encourage their countrymen, leaving 
their own walls thinly guarded, and little suspecting the presence 
of their enemy on the land side. This was just what Gylippus 
had anticipated. He attacked the forts at daybreak, taking the 
garrison completely by surprise, and captured them after a feeble 
resistance ; first the greatest and most important fort, next the 
two smaller. The garrison sought safety as they could, on board 
the transports and vessels of burden at the station, and rowed 
across the Great Harbor to the land-camp of Nikias on the other 
side. Those who fled from the greater fort, which was the first 
taken, ran some risk from the Syracusan triremes, which were at 
that moment victorious at sea. But by the time that the two 
lesser forts were taken, the Athenian fleet had regained its supe
riority, so that there was no danger of similar pursuit in the 
crossing of the Great Harbor. 

This well-concerted surprise was no less productive to the cap
tors than fatal as a blow to the Athenians. Not only were many 
men slain, and many made prisoners, in the assault, but there 
were vast stores of every kind, and even a large stock of money 
found within the fort; partly belonging to the military chest, 
partly the property of the trierarchs and of private merchants, 
who had deposited it there as in the place of greatest security. 
The sails of not less than forty triremes were also found there, 
and three triremes which had been dragged up ashore. Gylip
pus caused one of the three forts to be pulled down, and care
fully garrisoned the other two.2 

Great as the positive loss was here to the Athenians at a time 
when their situation could ill bear it, the collateral damage and 
peril growing out of the capture of Plemmyrium was yet more 
serious, besides the alarm and discouragement which it spread 

1 Thucy. vii, 23 ; Diod. xiii, 9; Plut. Nikias, c. 20. 2 Thucy. vii, 23, 24. 
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among the army. The Syracusans were now masters of the mouth 
of the harbor on both sides, so that not a single storeship could 
enter without a convoy and a battle. ·what was of not less detri
ment, the Athenian fleet was now forced to take station under the 
fortified lines of its own land-force, and was thus cramped up on 
a small space in the innermost portion of the Great Harbor, be
tween the city-wall and the river Anapus; the Syracusans being 
masters everywhere else, with full communication between their 
posts all round, hemming in the Athenian position both by sea 
and by land. 

To the Syra.cusans, on the contrary, the result of the recent 
battle proved every way encouraging; not merely from the 
valuable acquisition of Plemmyrium, but even from the sea-fight 
itself, which had indeed turned out to be a defeat, but which 
promised at first to be a victory, had they not thrown away the 
chance by their own disorder. It removed all superstitious fear 
of Athenian nautical superiority; while their 'position was so 
much improved by having acquired the command of the mouth 
of the harbor, that they began even to assume the aggressive at 
sea. They detached a squadron of twelve triremes to the coast 
of Italy, for the purpose of intercepting some merchant vessels 
coming with a supply of money to the Athenians. So little fear 
was there of an enemy at sea, that these vessels seem to have 
been coming without convoy, and were for the most part destroyed 
by the Syracusans, together with a stock of ship-timber which the 
Athenians had collectecl near Kaulonia. In touching at Lokri, 
on their return, they took aboard a company of Thespian hoplites 
who had made their way thither in a transport. They were also 
fortunate enough to escape the squaclron of twenty triremes which 
Nikias detached to lie in wait for them near 1\Iegara, with the 
loss of one ship, however, including her crew.l 

One of this Syracusan squadron had gone forward from Italy 
with envoys to Peloponnesus, to communicate the favorable news 
of the capture of Plemmyrium, and to accelerate as much as 
passible, the operations against Attica, in order that no reinforce
ments might be sent from thence. At the same time, other 
envoys went from Syracuse -not merely Syracusans, but also 

i Thncyd. vii, 25. 
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Corinthians and Lacedmmonians - to visit the cities in the inte
rior of Sicily. They made known everywhere the prodigiou3 
improvement in Syracusan affairs arising from the gain of Plem
myrium, as well as the insignificant character of the recent naval 
defeat. They strenuously pleaded for farther aid to Syracuse 
without delay, since there were now the best hopes of being aule 
to crush the Athenians in the harbor completely, before the 
reinforcements about to be despatched could reach them.I 

\Y11ile these envoys were absent on their mission, the Great 
Harbor was the scene of much desultory conflict, though not of 
any comprehensive single Lattle. Since the loss of Plemmyrium, 
the Athenian naval station was in the northwest interior corner 
of that harbor, acljoining the fortified lines occupied by their 
land-army. It was inclosed and protected by a row of posts or 
stakes stuck in the bottom and standing out of the water.2 The 
Syracusans on their side had abo planted a stockade in front of 
the interior port of Ortygia, to defend their ships, their ship
houses, and their docks within. As the two stations were not far 
apart, each party watched for opportunities of occasional attack 
or annoyance by missile weapons to the other; and daily skir
mishes of this sort took place, in which on the whole the Athe
nians seem to have had the advantage. They even formed the 
plan of breaking through the outworks of the Syracusan dockyard, 
and burning the ships within. They brought up a ship of the 
largest size, with wooden towers and side defences, against the 
line of posts fronting the dockyard, and tried to force the 
entrance, either by means of divers, who sawed them through at 
the bottom, or by boat-crews, who fastened ropes round them and 
thus unfixed or plucked them out. All this was done under 
cover of the great vessel with its towers manned by light-armed, 
who exchanged showers of missiles with the Syracusan bowmen 
on the top of the ship-houses, and prevented the latter from 
corning near enough to interrupt the operation. The Athenians 
contrived thus to remove many of the posts planted, even the 
most dangerous among them, those whieh did not reach to tlie 
surface of the water, and which therefore a ship approaching 
could not see. But they gained little by it, sinee the Syraeusans 

I Thucyd. vii, 25. 2 Thucyd. vii, 38. 
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were able to plant others in their room. On the whole, no seri
ous damage was done, either to the dockyard or to the ships 
within. And the state of affairs in the Great Harbor stood sub
stantially unaltered, during all the time that the envoys were 
absent on their Sicilian tour, probably three weeks or a month.I 

These envoys had found themselves almost everywhere well 
received. The prospects of Syracuse were now so triumphant, 
and those of Nikias with his present force so utterly hopeless, 
that the waverers thought it time to declare themselves ; and all 
the Greek cities in Sicily, except Agrigentum, which still re
mained neutral (and of course except Naxos and Katana), 
resolved on aiding the winning cause. From Kamarina came 
five hundred hoplites, four hundred darters, and three hundred 
bowmen; from Gela, five triremes, four hundred darters, and 
two hundred horsemen. Besides these, an additional force 
from the other cities was collected, to march to Syracuse in a 
body across the interior of the island, under the conduct of the 
envoys themselves. But this part of' the scheme was frustrated 
by Nikias, who was rendered more vigilant by the present des
perate condition of his affairs, than he had been in reference to 
the cross march of Gylippus. At his instance, the Sikel tribes 
Kentoripes and IIalikyrei, allies of Athens, were prevailed upon 
to attack the approaching enemy. They planned a skilful am
buscade, set upon them unawares, and dispersed them with the 
loss of eight hundred men. All the envoys were also slain, 
except the Corinthian, who conducted the remaining force, about 
fifteen hundred in number, to Syracuse.2 
· This reverse - which seems to have happened about the time 

when Demosthenes with his armament were at Korkyra, on the 
way to Syracuse - so greatly dismayed and mortified the Syra
cusans, that Gylippus thought it advisable to postpone awhile the 
attack which he intended to have made immediately on the rein
forcement arriving.3 The delay of these few days proved nothing 
less than the salvation of the Athenian army. 

It was not until Demosthenes was approaching Rhegium within 
two or three days' sail of Syracuse, that the attack was determined 
on without farther delay. Preparation in e>ery way had been 

1 Thucyd. vii, 25. t Thucyd. vii, 32, 33. 3 Thucyd. vii, 33. 
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made for it long before, especially for the most effective employ
ment of the naval force. The captains and ship-masters of Syra
cuse and Corinth had now become fully aware of the superiority 
of Athenian nautical manreuvre, and of the causes upon which 
that superiority depended. The Athenian trireme was of a 
build comparatively light, fit for rapid motion through the water, 
and for easy change of direction : its prow was narrow, armed 
with a sharp projecting beak at the end, but hollow and thin, not 
calculated to force its way through very strong resistance. It 
was never intended to meet, in direct impact and collision, the 
prow of an enemy: such a proceeding passed among the able 
seamen of Athens for gross awkwardness. In advancing against 
an enemy's vessel, they evaded the direct shock, steered so as to 
pass by it, then, by the excellence and exactness of their rowing, 
turned swiftly round, altered their direction and came back before 
the enemy could alter his : or perhaps rowed rapidly round him, 
or backed their ship stern foremost, until the opportunity was 
found for driving the beak of their ship against some weak part 
of his, against the midships, the quarter, the stern, or the oar
blades without. In such manccuvres the Athenians were unrival
led: but none such could be performed unless there were ample 
sea-room, which rendered their present naval station the most dis
advantageous that could be imagined. They were cooped up in 
the inmost part of a harbor of small dimensions, close on the 
station of their enemies, and with all the shore, except their own 
lines, in possession of those enemies : so that they could not 
pull round from want of space, nor could they back water, because 
they durst not come near shore. In this contracted area, the 
only mode of fighting possible was by straightforward collision, 
prow against prow; a process which not only shut out all their 
superior manceuvring, but was unsuited to the build of their tri
remes. On the other hand, the Syracusans, under the advice of 
the able Corinthian steersman Aristo, altered the construction of 
their triremes to meet the special exigency of the case, disregard
ing all idea of what had been generally looked upon as good 
nautical manceuvring.I Instead of the long, thin, hollow, and 

Thucyd. vii, 36. Tji oc 1rp/Jupov uµa{}iq. TWV 1ev{3epVrJTWV OOKOVC11) elvm, I 
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s11arp, advancing beak, striking the enemy considerably above 
the water-level, and therefore doing less damage, they shortened 
the prow, but made it excessively heavy and solid, and lowered 

· the elevation of the projecting beak: so that it became not so 
much calculated to pierce, as to break in and crush by main force 
all the opposing part of the enemy's ship, not far above the water. 
What were called the eputids, " ear-caps," or nozzles, projecting 
forwards to the right and left of the beak, were made peculiarly 
thick, and sustained by under-beams let in to the hull of the ship. 
In the Attic build, the beak stood forward very prominent, and 
the eputids on each side of it were kept back, serving the same 
purpose as what are called catheads, in modern ships, to which the 
anchors are suspended: but in the Corinthian build, the beak pro
iected less, and the eputids more, so that they served to strike 
the enemy: instead of having one single beak, the Corinthian 
ship might be said to have three nozzles.I The Syracusans relied 
on the narrowness of the space, for shutting out the Athenian 
evolutions, and bringing the contest to nothing more than a 
straightforward collision; in which the weaker vessel would be 
broken and stove in at the prow, and thus rendered unman
ageable. 

Having completed these arrangements, their land-force was 

TO uv-rirrpwpov ~vyKpoiiaat, µu/,,1a-r' ci.v aV-rot xp~aaa{}at. 1rAELl7TOV yap tv 
aimi> ax~aetv, etc. 

Diodor. xiii, 10. 
1 Compare Thucyd. vii, 34-36; Diodor. xiii, 10; Eurip. Iph. Taur. 1335. 

· See also the notes of Arnold, Poppo, and Didot, on the passages of Thu
cydides. 

It appears as if the avn7piot( or sustaining beams were something new, 
now provided for the first time, in order to strengthen the epotid and render 
it fit to drive in collision against the enemy. 'fhe words which Thucydides 
employs to describe the position of these avr17pioe(, are to me very obscure, 
nor do I think that any of the commentators clear them up satisfactorily. 

It is Diodorus who specifies that the Corinthians lowered the level of 
their prows, so as to strike nearer to the water, which Thucydides does riot 
mention. 

A captive ship, when towed in as a prize, was disarmed by being de
prive<! of her beak (.Athenruns, xii, p. 535). Lysander reserved the beaks 
of the Athenian triremes captured at JEgospotami to grace his triumphal 
return (Xcnoph. Hellen. ii, 3, 8). 
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marched out under Gylippus to threaten one side of the Athe
nian lines, while the cavalry and the garrison of the Olympieion 
marched up to the other side. The Athenians were putting them
selves in position to defend their walls from what seemed to be a 
land attack, when they saw the Syracusan fleet, eighty triremes 
strong, sailing out from its dock prepared for action: upon which 
they too, though at first confused by this unexpected appearance, 
put their crews on shipboard, and went out of their palisaded 
station, seventy-five triremes in number, to meet the enemy. The 
whole day passed off, however, in desultory and indecisive skir
mish, with trifling advantage to the Syracusans, who disabled 
one or two Athenian ships, yet merely tried to invite the Athe
nians to attack, without choosing themselves to force on a close 
and general action.I 

It was competent to the Athenians to avoid altogether a naval 
action, at least until the necessity arose for escorting fresh sup
plies into the harbor, by keeping within their station; and as 
Demosthenes was now at hand, prudence counselled this reserve. 
Nikias himself, too, is said to have deprecated immediate fight
ing, but to have been outvoted by his two newly-appointed col
leagues :l\Ienander and Euthydemus, who were anxious to show 
what they could do without Demosthenes, and took their stand 
upon Athenian maritime honor, which peremptorily forbade them 
to shrink from the battle when offered.2 

Though on the next day the Syracusans made no movement, 
yet Nikias foreseeing that they would speedily recommence, and 
noway encouraged by the equal manifestations of the preceding 
day, caused every trierarch to repair what damage his ship had 
sustained, and even took the precaution of farther securing his 
naval station by mooring merchant-vessels just alongside of the 
openings in the palisade, about two hundred feet apart. The 
prows of these vessels were provided with dolphins, or beams 
lifted up on high and armed at the end with massive heads of 

1 Thucyd. vii, 37, 38. 
'Plutarch, Nikias, c. 20. Diodorus (xiii, IO) represents the battle as 

having been brought on against the wish and intention of the Athenians 
generally, not alluding to any difference of opinion among the com
manders. 
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iron, which could be so. let fall as to crush any ship entering :1 

any Athenian trireme which might be hard-pres5ecl, would thus 
be enabled to get through this opening where no enemy could fol
low, and choose her own time for sailing out again. Before 
night these arrangements were completed, and at the earliest 
dawn of next day, the Syracusans reappeared, with the same 
demonstrations both of land force and naval force as before. 
The Athenian fleet having gone forth to meet them, several hours 
were spent in the like indecisive and partial skirmishes, until at 
length the Syracusan fleet sailed back to the city again without 
bringing on any general or close combat. The Athenians, con
struing this retirement of the enemy as evidence of backward
ness and unwillingness to fight,2 and supposing the day's duty at 
an end, retired on their side within their own station, disem
barked, and separated to get their dinners at leisure, having 
tasted no food that day. 

But ere they had been long ashore, they were astonished to see 
the Syracusan fleet sailing back to renew the attack, in full battle 
order. This was a manamvre suggested by the Corinthian Aristo, 
the ablest steersman in the fleet; at whose instance, the Syracu
san admirals had sent back an urgent request to the city author
ities, that an abundant stock of provisions might for that day be 
brought down to the sea-shore, and sale be rendered compulsory; 
so that no time should be lost, when the fleet returned thither, in 
taking a hasty meal without dispersion of the crews. Accordingly 
the fleet, after a short but sufficient interval allowed for refresh
ment thus close at hand, was brought back unexpectedly to the 
enemy's station. Confounded at the sight, the Athenian crews 
forced ·themselves again on board, most of them yet without re
freshment, and in the midst of murmurs and disorder.3 On sail
ing out of their station, the indecisive skirmishing again com

1 Thucyd. vii, 41. al Krpaiai &e'Jvjnvo¢6poi: compare Pollux, i, 85, and 
Fragment vi, of the comedy of the poet Pherckrates, entitled 'Ayptot; 
Meineke, Fragm. Comic. Grrec. vol. ii, p. 258, and the Scholiast. ad Aris
toph. Equit. 759. 

2 Thucyd. ,·ii, 40. Ol o' 'A{}l/vaiot, voµfoaVTfl; llVTOV> c:i, ~am1µivov, atpwv 

'ff'PO> Tl/V 'ff'OAtV uvaKpofiaaa{}ai, etc. 
3 Thucyd. Yii, 40. 
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menced, and continued for some time, until at length the Athe
nian captains became so impatient of prolonged and exhausting 
fatigue, that they resolved to begin of themselves, and make the 
action close as well as general. Accordingly, the word of com
mand was given, and they rowed forward to make the attack, 
which was cheerfully received by the Syracusans. lly receiving 
the attack instead of making it, the latter were better enabled to 
insure a straightforward collision of prow against prow, excluding 
all circuit, backing, or evolutions, on the part of the enemy: at 
any rate, their steersmen contrived to realize this plan, and to 
crush, stave in, or damage, the fqrepart of many of the Athenian 
triremes, simply by superior weight of material and solidity on 
their own side. The Syracusan darters on the deck, moreover, 
as soon as the combat became close, were both numerous and 
destructive; while their little boats rowed immediately under the 
sides of the Athenian triremes, broke the blades of their oars, and 
shot darts in through the oar-holes, against the rowers within. 
At length the Athenians, after sustaining the combat bravely for 
some time, found themselves at such disadvantage, that they were 
compelled to give way and to seek shelter within their own sta
tion. The armed merchant-vessels which Nikias had planted 
before the openings in the palisade were now found of great use 
in cheeking the pursuing Syracusans; two of whose triremes, in 
the excitement of victory, pushed forward too near to them and 
were disabled hy the heavy implements on board, one of them 
being captured with all her crew. The general victory of the 
Syracusans, 110wever, was complete : seven Athenian triremes 
were sunk or disal!led, many others were seriously damaged, and 
numbers of seamen either slain or made prisoners.I 

Overjoyed with the result of this battle, which seems to have 
been no less skilfully planned than bravely executed, the Syra
eusans now felt confident of their superiority by sea as well as on 
land, and contemplated nothing less than the complete destruction 
of their enemies in the harbor. The generals were already con
certing measures for renewed attack both by land and by sea, and 
a week or two more would probably have seen the ruin of this 
once triumphant besieging armament, now full of nothing but 

1 Thucyd. Yii, 41. 
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discouragement. The mere stoppage of supplies, in fact, as the 
Syracusans were masters of the mouth of the harbor, would be 
sure to starve it out in no long time, if they maintained their 
superiority at sea. All their calculations were suspended, how
ever, and the hopes of the Athenians for the time revived, by the 
entry of Demosthenes and Eurymedon with the 'second armament 
into the Great Harbor; which seems to have taken place on the 
very day, or on the second day, after the recent battle.I So 
important were the consequences which turned upon that post
ponement of the Syracusan attack, occasioned by the recent defeat 
of their reinforcing army from the interior. So little did either 
party think, at that moment, that it would have been a mitigation 
of calamity to Athens, if Demosthenes had not arrived in time; 
if the ruin of the first armament had been actually consummated 
before the coming of the second! 

Demosthenes, after obtaining the required reinforcements at 
Korkyra, had crossed the Ionian sea to the islands called Chrerades 
on the coast of Iapygia; where he took aboard a band of one 
hundred and fifty Messapian darters, through the friendly aid of 
the native prince Artas, with whom an ancient alliance was re
newed. Passing on farther to l\Ietapontum, already in alliance 
with Athens, he was there reinforced with two triremes and three 
hundred darters, with which addition he sailed on to Thurii. Here 
he found himself cordially welcomed; for the philo-Athenian 
party was in full ascendency, having recently got the better in a 
vehement dissension, and passed a sentence of banishment against 

· their opponents.2 They not only took a form.al resolution to 
acknowledge the same friends and the same enemies as the Athe
nians, but equipped a regiment of seven hundred hoplites and 
three hundred darters to accompany Demosthenes, who remained 
there long enough to pass his troops in review and verify the 
completeness of each division. After having held this review on 
the banks of the river Sybaris, he marched his troops by land 
through the Thurian territory to the banks of the river IIylias 
which divided it from Kroton. He was here met by Krotoniate 
envoys, who forbade the access to their territory: upon which he 
marched down the river to the sea-shore, got on shipboard, and 

1 Thucycl. vii, 42. 2 Thuryd. vii, 33-5i. 



302 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

pursued Ins voyage southward along the coast of Italy, touching 
at the various towns, all except the hostile Lokri.l 

His entry into the harbor of Syracuse,2 accomplished in the 
most ostentatious trim, with decorations and musical accompani
ments, was no less imposing from the magnitude of his force than 
critical in respect"to opportunity. Taking Athenians, allies, and 
mercenary forces, together, he conducted seventy-three triremes, 
five thousand hoplites, and a large number of light troops of 
every description, - archers, slingers, darters, etc., with other 
requisites for effective operation. At the sight of such an arma
ment, not inferior to the first which had arrived under Nikias, 
the Syracusans lost for a moment the confidence of their recent 
triumph, and were struck with dismay as well as wonder.a That 
Athens could be rash enough to spare such an armament, at a mo
ment when the full burst of Peloponnesian hostility was reopen
ing upon her, and when Dekeleia was in course of being fortified, 
was a fact out of all reasonable probability, and not to be credited 
unless actually seen. And probably the Syracusaus, though they 
knew that Demosthenes was on his way, had no idea beforehand 
of the magnitude of his armament. 

On the other hand, the hearts of the discomfited and beleaguered 
Athenians again revived as they welcomed their new comrades. 
They saw themselves again masters by land as well as by sea ; 
and they displayed their renewed superiority by marching out 
of their lines forthwith and ravaging the lands near the Anapus; 
the Syracusans not venturing to engage in a general action, and 
merely watching the movement with some cavalry from the 
Olympieion. . 

But Demosthenes was not imposed upon by this delusive show 
of power, so soon as he had made himself master of the full state 
of affairs, and had compared his own means with those of the 
enemy. He found the army of Nikias not merely worn down with 
long-continued toil, and disheartened by previous defeat, but also 
weakened in a terrible degree by the marsh fever general towards 
the close of summer, in the low ground where they were en
camped.4 

1 Thucyd. vii, 35. 2 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 21. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 42. • Tlmcyd. vii, 47-50. 
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Ile saw that the Syracusans were strong in multiplied allies, 
extended fortifications, a leader of great ability, and general be
lief that theirs was_ the winning cause. l\Ioreover, he felt deeply 
the position of Athens at home, and her need of all her citizens 
against enemies within sight of her own walls. But above all, 
he came penetrated with the deplorable effects which had resulted 
from the mistake of Nikias, in wasting irreparably so much 
precious time, and frittering away the first terror-striking impres
sion of his splendid armament. All these considerations de
termined Demosthenes to act, without a moment's delay and while 
the impression produced by his arrival was yet unimpaired, and 
to aim one great and decisive blow, such as might, if successful, 
make the conquest of Syracuse again probable. If this should 
fail, he resolved to abandon the whole enterprise, and return 
home with his armament forthwith.I 

By means of the Athenian lines, he had possession of the 
southernmost portion of the slope of Epipolre. But all along that 
slope from east to west, immediately in front or to the north of 
his position, stretched the counter-wall built by the Syracusans; 
beginning at the city wall on the lowest ground, and reaching up 
first in a northwesterly, next in a westerly direction, until it joined 
the fort on the upper ground near the cliff, where the road from 
Euryalus down to Syracuse passed. · The Syracusans, as de
fenders, were on the north side of this counter-wall; he and the 
Athenians on the south side. It was a complete bar to his prog
ress, nor could he stir a step without making himself master of 
it: towards which end there were only two possible means, 
either to storm it in front, or to turn it from its western extremity 
by marching round up to the Euryalus. He began by trying the 
first method; but the wall was abundantly manned and vigor
ously defended; his battering machines were all burnt or dis
qualified, and every attempt which he made was completely 
repulsed.2 There then remained only the second method, to turn 
the wall, ascending by circuitous roads to the heights of Euryar 
lus behind it, nnd then attacking the fort in which it terminated. 

But the march necessary for this purpose, first, up the valley 
of the Anapus, visible from the Syracusan posts above; next, 

1 Thucycl. vii, 42. 2 Thucycl. vii, 43. 
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ascending to the Euryalus by a narrow and winding path, was so 
difficult, that even Demosthenes, naturally sanguine, despaired of 
being able to force his way up in the daylight, against an enemy 
seeing the attack. He was therefore constrained to attempt a 
night-surprise, for which, Nikias aud his other colleagues con
senting, he accordingly made preparations on the largest and 
most effective scale. Ile took the command himself, along with 
J\Ienander and Eurymedon (Nikias being left to command within 
the lines),1 conducting hoplites and light troops, together with 
masons and carpenters, and all other matters necessary for estab
lishing a fortified post; lastly, giving orders that every man 
should carry with him provisions for five days. 

Fortune so far favored him, that not only all these preliminary 
arrangements, but even his march itself, was accomplished with
out any suspicion of the enemy. At the beginning of a moon
light night, he quitted the lines;moved along the low ground on 
the left bank of the Anapus and parallel to that river for a con
siderable distance, then following . various roads to the right, 
arrived at the Euryalus, or highest pitch of Epipol::e, where he 
found himself in the same track by which the Athenians in 
coming from Katana a year and a half before-and Gylippus in 
coming from the interior of the island about ten months before 
- had passed, in order to get to the slope of Epipolre above 
Syracuse. Ile reached, without being discovered, the extreme 
Syracusan fort on the high ground, assailed it completely by sur
prise, and captured it after a feeble resistance. Some of the 
garrison within it were slain ; but the greater part escaped, and 
ran to give the alarm to the three fortified camps of Syracusans 
and allies, which were placed one below another behind the long 
continuous wall,2 on the declivity of Epipolre, as well as to a 

1 Tlrncytl. vii, 43. Diodorus telfo us that Demosthenes took with him 
ten thousand hoplites, ancl ten thousand light troops, numbers which are 
not at all to be trustetl (xiii, ll ). 

Plutarch (Xikias, c. 21) says that Nikias was extremely averse to tho 
attack on Epipolre : Thucydid<~s notices nothing of the kind, and the asser· 
tion seems improbable. · 

2 Thucyd. vii, 42, 43. Kat (Demosthenes) opwv TO 7rapareixiaµa TW'V 
~vpaKoai<Jv, <7' ticwAvaav 7reptret;riaat <J'/'U> rovr 'A-&rivaiov>, U'lrAOV'V Te ilv, Kat 
cl l'lrlK(laTi]aed Tl> TW'V Tf 'E'lrl'lrOAiiv Ti')> U1la/3aaw>, Kat aMhr TOV lv avrair 
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chosen regiment of six hundred Syracusan hoplites under 
IIermokrate~,1 who formed a night-watch, or bivouac. This 
regiment hastened up to the rescue, but Demosthenes and the 
Athenian vanguard charging impetuously forward, drove them 
back in disorder upon the fortified positions in their rear. Even 
Gylippus and the Syracusan troops advancing upwards out of 
these positions, were at first carried back by the same retreating 
movement. 

So far the enterprise of Demosthenes had been successful 
beyond all reasonable hope. Ile was master not only of the 
outer fort of the Syracusan position, but also of the extremity of 

GTparorrtclov, /H;zoi(,)> D.v avro A1J</r&ev (ovoe yup vrroµeivat D.v Gt/Jii> ovoiva) 
~rreiyero lrri{)fo{}at ry rreipr;i. 

vii, 43. Kat f1µ€pa> µ'tv <ivvvara lVuKet elvat /,,a-&eiv rrpo11eMt6vra> 1cat 
uvaf3uvra>, etc. 

Dr. Arnohl. and Goller both interpret this description of Thucyilides (sec 
their notes on this chapter, and Dr. Arnold's Appendix, p. 2i5) as if Nikias, 
immediately that the Syracusan counter-w'111 had crosscil his blockading 
line, had evacuated his circle and works on the slope of Epipolm, and had 
1·etired down exclusively into the lower ground below. Dr. Thirlwall too 
is of the same opinion (Hist. Gr. vol. iii, ch. xxvi, pp. 432-434 ). 

This appears to me unauthorized and incorrect. 'Vlrnt conceivable 
motive can be assigned to imluce Nikias to yield up to the enemy so impor
tant an advantage 1 If he had once relinquished the slope of Epipolre, to 
occupy exclusively the marsh beneath the southern cliff, Gylippus and the 

1 Syracusans would have taken good care that he shoulcl never again have 
mounted that cliff; nor could he ever have got near to the rrapauix;i11µa. 

,The moment when the Athenians did at last abandon their fortifications on 
the slope of Epipolre {ru uv(,) reix;11) is specially marked by Thucydides 
afterwards, vii, 60: it was at the last moment of desperation, when the 
service of all was needed fof the final maritime battle in the Great Harbor. 
Dr. Arnold {p. 275) misinterprets this passage, in my judgment, evading 
the direct sense of it. 

The words of Thucydides, vii, 42 - el lrriKparf711e1€ Ttf rwv re '.Emrro;;,wv 
T~> uva13u11w> Kat air&t> rov tv avrai> 11rparorr€0ov -are more correctly 
conceived by l\I. Firmin Diilot, in the note to his translation, than by Ar
nold and Goller. The arpar6rreoov here indicated does not mean the Athe
nian circle, and their partially completed line of circumvallation on the 
slope of Epipolre. It means the ground higher up than this, which they 
had partially occupied at first while building the fort of Labdalum, and of 
which they had been substantially masters until the anival of Gylippus, 
who hacl now converted it into a camp or 11rparorreoov of the Syracusans. 

1 Diodor. xiii, 11. 
VOL. VII. 20oc. 
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their counter-wall which rested upon that fort ; the counter-wall 
was no longer defensible, now that he had got on the north or 
Syracusan side of it, so that the men on the parapet, where it 
joined the fort, made no resistance, and fled. Some of the Athe
nians even began to tear down the parapets, and demolish this 
part of the counter-wall, an operation of extreme importance, 
since it would have opened to Demosthenes a communication 
with the southern side of the counter-wall, leading directly 
towards the Athenian lines on Epipol<.e. At any rate, his plan 
of turning the counter-wall was already carried, if he could only 
have maintained himself in his actual position, even without 
advancing farther, and if he could have demolished two or three 
hundred yards of the upper extremity of the wall now in hit> 
power. "\Vhcther it would have been possible for him to maintain 
himself without farther advance, until day broke, and thus avoid 
the unknown perils of a night-battle, we cannot say. But both 
he and his men; too much flushed with success to think" of halting, 
hastened forward to complete their victory, and to prevent the 
disordered Syracusans from again recovering a firm array. 
Unfortunately, however, their ardor of pursuit - as it constantly 
happened with Grecian hoplites - disturbed the regularity of 
their own ranks, so that they 'rere not in condition to stand the 
shock of the Boeotian hoplites, just emerged from their position, 
and marching up in steady and excellent order to. the scene of 
action. The Doootians charged them, and after a short resist- ' 
ance, broke them completely, forcing them to take flight. The 
fugitives of the van were thus driven back upon their own com
rades advancing from behind, still under the impression of success, 
ignorant of what had passed in front, and themselves urged on 
by the fresh troops closing up in their rear. 

In this manner the whole army presently became one scene of 
clamor and confusion wherein there was neither command nor 
obedience, nor could any one discern what was passing. The 
light of the moon rendered objects and figures generally visible, 
without being sufficient to discriminate friend from foe. The 
beaten Athenians, thrown back upon their comrades, were in 
many cases mistaken for enemies, and slain. The Syracusans 
and Boootians, shouting aloud and pursuing their advantage, 
became- intermingled with the foremost Athenians, and both 
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armies thus grouped into knots which only distinguished each 
other by rµutual demand of the watchword. This test also soon 
failed, since each party got acquaiuted with the watchword of the 
other, especially that of the Athenians, among whom the confusion 

. was the greatest, became well known to the Syracusans, who 
kept together in larger· parties. Above all, the effect of the 
prean or war-shout on both sides was remarkable. The Dorians 
in the Athenian army- from Argos, Korkyra, and other places 
- raised a prean not distinguishable from that of the Syracusans; 
accordingly, their shout struck terror into the Athenians them
selves, who fancied that they had enemies in their own rear and 
centre. Such disorder and panic presently ended in a general 
flight. The Athenians hurried back by the same roads which 
they had ascended; but these roads were found too narrow for 
terrified fugitives, and many of them threw away their arms in 
order to scramble or jump down the cliffs, in which most of them 
perished. Even of those who safely effected their descent into 
the plain below, many- especially the new-comers belonging to 
the armament of Demosthenes - lost their way through igno
rance, and were cut off the next day by the Syracusan horse. 
"With terrible loss of numbers, and broken spirit, the Athenians 
at length found shelter within their own lines. Their loss of 
arms was even greater than that of men, from the throwing away 
of shields by those soldiers who leaped the cliff.I 

The overjoyecl Syracusans erected two trophies, one upon the 
road to Epipolre, the other ·upon the exact and critical spot where 
the Bccotians had first withstood and first repelled the enemy. By 
this unexpected and overwhelming victory, t11eir feelings were 
restored to the same pitch of confidence which had animated 
them before the arrival of Demosthenes. Again now masters of 
the field, they again indulged the hope of storming the Athenian 
lines and destroying the armament ; to which end, however, it was 
thought necessary to obtain additional reinforcements, and Gylip
pus went in person with this commission to the various cities of 
Sicily, while Sikanus with fifteen triremes was despatched to Agri
gentum, then understood to be wavering, and in a political crisis.'! 

1 Thncyd. vii, 44, 45. 

2 Thucyd. vii, 46. Pintarch (Nikias, c. 21) states that the nm~bcr of 
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During this absence of Gylippus, the Athenian generals were 
left to mourn the recent reverse, and to discuss the exigencies of 
their untoward position. The whole armament was now full of 
discouragement and weariness; impatient to escape from a scene 
where fever daily thinned their numbers, and where they seemed. 
destined to nothing but dishonor. Such painful evidences of 
increasing disorganization only made Demosthenes more stren
uous in enforcing the resolution which he had taken before the 
attack on Epipolm. Ile had done his best to strike one decisive 
blow; the chances of war had turned out against him, and inflicted 
a humiliating defeat; he now therefore insisted on relinquishing 
the whole enterprise and returning home forthwith. The season 
was yet favorable for the voyage (it seems to have been the 
beginning of August), while the triremes recently brought, as 
yet unused, rendered them masters at sea for the present. It 
was idle, he added, to waste more time and money in staying to 
carry on war against Syracuse, which they could not now hope 
to subdue, especially when Athens had so much need of them all 
at home, against the garrison of Dekeleia.L 

This proposition, though espoused and seconded by Euryme
don, was peremptorily opposed by Nikias; who contended, first, 
that their present distress and the unpromising chances for the 
future, though he admitted the full reality of both, ought not 
nevertheless to be publicly proclaimed. A formal resolution to 
retire, passed in the presence of so many persons, would inevita
bly become known to the enemy, and therefore could never be 
executed with silence and secrecy,2 as such a resolution ought to 

slain was two thousand. Diodorus gives it at two thousand five hundred 
(xiii, ll ). Thucydides does not state it at all. 

These two authors probably both copied from some common authority, 
not Thucydides; perhaps Philistus. 

1 Thueyd. vi, 47. 
2 Thueyd. vii, 48. ·o oe NtKiar lv6µ1,e µev Ka~ avror 7rOV'f)pu uqiwv Ti>. 

7rpayµara elvat, Tfi; De Aoy<,> OVI< l(JovAero avril. aui'Jevq 1i7rooe11<vvva1, ovo' 
l µ 1' av i:J' uqia, 1/J'fJ'/it,oµevovr µ e T iJ. 1r 0 A A i:J v TF/V uva;rtip'f)UlV Toir 7roAe
µioti- 1<arayyt.Arovr yiyveai'Jac Aai'lrlv y1ip ll.v, o7r6re {3ovA01vro, rovro n:owvvrer 
7roV.fi; &rrov. 

It seems probable that some of the taxiarchs and tricrarchs were present 
nt this deliberation, as we fincl in another case afterwards, c. 60. Possibly, 
Demosthenes might even desire that they should be present, as witnesses 
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be. Ilut fartlrnrmore, he (Nikias) took a decided objection to 
the resolution itself. He would never consent to carry back 
the armament, without specific authority from home to do so. 
Sure he was, that the Athenian people would never tolerate such 
a proceeding. When submitted to the public assembly at home, 
the conduct of the generals would be judged, not by persons 
who had been at Syracuse and cognizant of the actual facts, but 
by hearers who would learn all that they knew from the artful 
speeches of criminative orators. Even the citizens actually 
serving, though now loud in cries of suffering, and impatient to 
get home, would alter their tone when they were safe in the 
public assembly; and would turn round to denounce their gen
erals as having been bribed to bring away the army. Speaking 
his own personal feelings, he knew too well the tempers of his 
countrymen to expose himself to the danger of thus perish
ing under a charge alike unmerited and disgraceful. Sooner 
would he incur any extremity of risk from the enemy.I It must 
be recollected too, he added, that if their affairs were now bad, 
those of Syracuse were as bad, and even worse. For more than 
a year, the war had been imposing upon the Syracusans a ruinous 
cost, in subsistence for foreign allies as well as in keeping up out
lying posts; so that they had already spent two thousand talents, 
besides heavy debts contracted and not paid. They could not con
tinue in this course longer; yet the suspension of their payments 
would at once alienate their allies, and leave them helpless. The 
cost of the war - to which Demosthenes had alluded as a reason 
for returning home - could be much better borne by Athens ; 
while a little farther pressure would utterly break down the Syr

respecting the feeling of the army; and also as supporters, if the matter 
came afterwarus to be debated in the public assembly at Athens. It is to 
this fact that the words 1:µ¢avur µeTu 1!'0/./.i:Jv seem to allude. 

Thucyd. vii, 48. OvKuiiv {3ov/.e<r&at avror ye, E1!'lGTuµevor TUf 'AfJ11vat(,)V 
¢vrntr, hr! alcrxp\i ye alr£i;z Kat ariiK(,)f {;,,.' 'AfJ11vafov u1!'o/.i<r&at, µu/./.ov >? 
inr:o Tilv 1!'o/.eµ[(,)v, d rieZ, KtvrlvvevGar ToiiTo 1!'afJelv, lo i i;z. 

The situation of the last word loii;z in this sentence is perplexing, because 
it can harC.ly be cons truce! except either with U.rro/.foi:Jat or with aim)r ye: 
for Nikias could not run any risk of perishing separately by the hands of the 
enemy, unless we are to ascribe to him an absurd rhodomontade quite for· 
eign to his character. Compare Plutarch, Nikias, c. 22. 

l 
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acusans. Ile (Nikias) therefore advised to remain where they 
were and continue the siege ;1 the more so, as their fleet had now 
become unquestionably the superior. 

Both Demosthenes and Eurymedon protested in the strongest 
language against the proposition of Nikias. Especially they 
treated the plan of remaining in the Great Harbor as fraught 
with ruin, and insisted, at the very least, on quitting this position 
without a moment's delay. Even admitting, for argument, the 
scruples of Nikias against abandoning the Syracuoan war without 
formal authority from home, they still urged an immediate transfer 
of their camp from the Great Ilarbor to Thapsus or Katana. At 
either of these stations they could prosecute operations against 
Syracuse, with all the advantage of a wider range of country for 
supplies, a healthier spot, and above all, of an opeh sea, which 
was absolutely indispensable to the naval tactics of Athenians; 
escaping from that narrow basin which condemned them to inferi
ority even on their own proper element. At all events to remove, 
and remove forthwith, out of the Great Harbor, such was the 
pressing requisition of Demosthenes and Eurymedon.2 

But even to the modified motion of transferring the actual 
position to Thapsus or Katana, Nikias refused to consent. Ile 
insisted on remaining as they were; and it appears that l\fenander 
and Euthydemus 3 - colleagues named by the assembly at home, 
before the departure of the second armament- must have voted 
under the influence of his authority; whereby the majority be
came on his siJe. Nothing less than being in a minority, prob
ably, would have induced Demosthenes and Eurymedon to sub
mit, on a point of such transcendent importance. 

It was thus that the Athenian armament remained without 
quitting the harbor, yet apparently quite inactive, during a 
period which cannot have been less than between three weeks 
and a month, until Gylippus returned to Syracuse with fresh 
reinforcements. Throughout the army, hope of success appears 

1 Thucyd. vii, 48. r11i 1~av ovv l¢11 xpnvai rrpoaKalJ11µtvovr, etc . 
• Thucyd. vii, 49. '0 oe AwoalJtvrJr rrep? µ'i:v rov rrpoaKalJnalJa, 

0 v O' 0 'Tr"' (J 0;; v Eve 0ix er 0- r~ oe ~vµrrav Elrreiv, 0 v 0 e v 1: r p 6 'Tr 't' 
ol lcf>TJ U(lE'1KElV lv rfil avrfil lrt µf:vetv, uAA' OTt TUXl!1Ta 
1Jo7J Kai:µ~ µ€'Al.etv t~avfoTaalJai. Katl1Evpvµ€0wvavr{ilTovTo 
~vv7Jyopwev. 3 Thucyd. vii, 69; Diodor. xiii, 12. 
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to have vanished, while anxiety for return had become general. 
The opinions of Demosthenes and Eurymedon were doubtless 
well known, and orders for retreat were expected, but never 
came. Nikias obstinately refused to give them, during the 
whole of this fatal interval; which plunged the army into the 
abyss of ruin, instead of mere failure in their aggressive enter
prise. 

So unaccountable did such obstinacy appear, that many per
sons gave Nikias credit for knowing more than lie chose to 
reveal. Even Thucydides thinks that he was misled by that 
party in Syracuse with whom he had always kept up a secret 
correspondence, seemingly apart from his colleagues, and who 
still urged him, by special messages, not to go away; assuring 
him that Syracuse could not possibly go on longer. ·without 
fully trusting these intimations, be could not bring himself to act 
against them ; and he therefore hung back from day to day, and 
refused to pronounce the decisive word.I 

Nothing throughout the whole career of Nik~as is so inexpli
cable as his guilty fatuity - for we can call it by no lighter 
name, seeing that it involved all the brave men around him in 
one common ruin with himself - at the present critical juncture. 
How can we suppose him to have _really believed that the Syra
cusans, now in the flood-tide of success, and when Gylippus was 
gone forth to procure additional forces, would break down and be 
unable to carry on the war? Childish as such credulity seems, 
we are nevertheless compelled to admit it as real, to such an 

1 Thucyd.vii, 48. "A errtuTuµevor, Ti;i µ'i:v Epy<p lTt err' Uft· 
tp6upa fxwv Kat otaUKO'lrWV uvfixe, Ti;i o' tµtpave'i TO Te 
A.oy<p OVK l!tp11 urrafetv Ti/V UTpaTtuv. 

The insignificance of the party in Syracuse which corresponded with 
Kikias may be reasonably inferred from Thucyd. vii, 55. It consisted in 
part of those Leontincs who had been incorporated into the Syracusan 
citizenship (Diodor. xiii, 18). 

Polyronus (i, 43, 1) has a t:<le respecting a revolt of the slaves or villeins 
(o/Kemt) at Syracuse during the Athenian siege, under a leader named So
sikrates, a revolt suppressed by the stratagem of Hermokratcs. That vari
ous attempts of this sort took place at Syracuse during these two trying 
years, is by no means improbable. In fact, it is difficult to understaml how 
the numerous predial Rlaves were kept in order during the great pressure 
and danger, prior to the coming of Gylippus. 
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extent as to counterbalance all the pressing motives for depar
ture, motives enforced by discerning colleagues as we]l as by the 
complaints of the army, and brought home to his own observation 
by the experience of the late naval defeat. At any rate, it served 
as an excuse for that fatal weakness of his character which made 
him incapable of taking resolutions founded on prospective cal
culations, and chained him to his actual position until he was 
driven to act by imminent necessity. 

Dut we discern on the present occasion another motive, which 
counts for much in dictating his hesitation. The other generals 
think with satisfaction of going back to their country and rescu
ing the force which yet remained, even under circumstances of 
disappointment and failure. Not so Nikias : he knows too well 
the reception which he had deserved, and which might possibly 
be in store for him. Avowedly, indeed, he anticipates reproach 
from the Athenians against the generals, but only unmerited 
reproach, on the special ground ,of bringing away the army 
without orders from home; adding some harsh criticisms upon 
the injustice of the popular judgment and the perfidy of his own 
soldiers. Dut in the first place, we may remark, that Demos
thenes and Eurymedon, though as much responsible as he was for 
this decision, had no such fear of popular injustice ; or, if they 
had, saw clearly that the obligation of braving. it was here 
imperative. And in the next place, no man ever had so little 
reason to complain of the popular judgment as Nikias. The 
mistakes of the people in regard to him had always been those 
of indulgence, over-esteem, and over-constancy. Dut Nikias 
foresaw too well that he would have more to answer for at Ath
ens than the simple fact of sanctioning retreat under existing 
circumstances. He could not but remember the pride and san
guine hopes under which he had originally conducted the expe
dition out of Peirreus, contrasted with the miserable sequel and 
ignominious close, even if the account had been now closed, 
without worse. He could not but be conscious, more or less, how 
much of all this was owing to his own misjudgment; and under 
such impressions, the idea of meeting the free criticisms and 
scrutiny of his fellow-citizens - even putting aside the chance 
of judicial trial- must have been insupportably humiliating. To 
Nikias, - a perfectly brave man, and suffering withal under an 
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incurable disease,- life at Athens had neither charm nor honor 
left. Hence, as much as from any other reason, he was induced 
to withhold the order for departure; clinging to the hope that 
some unforeseen boon of fortune might yet turn up, and yielding 
to the idlest delusions from correspondents in the interior of 
Syracuse.I 

Nearly a month after the night-battle on Epipolre,2 Gylippus 
and Sikanus both returned to Syracuse. The latter had been 
unsuccessful at Agrigentmn, where the philo-Syracusan party had 
been sent into banishment before his arrival; but Gylippus 
brought with him a considerable force of Sicilian Greeks, together 
with those Peloponnesian hoplites who had started from Cape Trena
rus in the early spring, and who had made their way from Kyrene 
first along the coast of Africa, and then across to Selin us. Such 
increase of strength immediately determined the Syracusans to 
resume the aggressive both by land and by sea. In the Athe
nians, as they saw the new allies marching in over Epipolre, it 
produced a deeper despondency, combined with bitter regret that 
they had not adopted the proposition of departing immediately 
after the battle of Epipolre, when Demosthenes first proposed it. 
The late interval of lingering hopeless inaction with continued 
sickness, had farther weakened their strength, and Demosthenes 
now again pressed the resolution for immediate departure. 
Whatever fancies Nikias may have indulged about Syracusan 
embarrassments, were dissipated by the arrival of Gylippus ; nor 
.did he venture to persist in his former peremptory opposition, 
though even now he seems to have assented against his own 
conviction,3 He however insisted, with good reason, that no formal 
or public vote should be taken on the occasion, but that the order 

Thucyd. vii, 49. 'Avn'MyovTOf oe TOV Nuciov, OICVO~ Tlf teat µeAAT/Ul~ 

lveyivero, Kat llµa irrruvota µ'1 Tt Kat rrUov Eloi:Jr oNttcta~ la;i:vpi~1JTat. 
The language of Justin respecting this proceeding is just and discrimin

ating: " Nicias, sen pudorc male actre rei, seu metu destitutre spei civium, 
sen impellentc fato, manere contendit." (Justin, iv, 5 ) 

•This interval may be inferred (see Dodwell, Ann. Thucyd. vii, 50) from 
the state of the moon at the time of the battle of Epipolre, compared with 
the subsequent eclipse. 

3 Thucyd.vii,50. wravroicovoeoNttclaf ETl bµot<.Jf !]vaVTtOVTO, 
etc. Diodor. xiii, 12. '0 Nitcfor !]vaytc6.a>J11 avy;i:<.Jpfiaat, etc. 
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should be circulated through the camp, as privately as possible, 
to be ready for departure at a giveu signal. Intimatign was sent 
to Katana that the armament was on the point of coming away, 
with orders to forward no farther supplies.I 

This plan was proceeding successfully: the ships were made 
ready, much of the property of the army had already been con
veyed aboard without awakening the suspicion of the enemy, the 
signal would have been hoisted on the ensuing morning, and 
within a few hours this fated armament would have found itself 
clear of the harbor, with comparatively small loss,2 when the 
gods themselves - I speak in the language and feelings of the 
Athenian camp - interfered to forbid its departure. On the 
very night before, the 27th August, 413 n.c., which was full 
moon, the moon was eclipsed. Such a portent, impressive to the 
Athenians at all times, was doubly so under their present despon
dency, and many of them construed it as a divine prohibition 
against departure until a certain time should have elapsed, with 
expiatory ceremonies to take off the effect. They made known 
their wish for postponement to Nikias and his colleagues ; but 
their interference was superfluous, for Nikias himself was more 
deeply affected than any one else. He consulted the prophets, 
who declared that the army ought not to decamp until thrice nine 
days, a full circle of the moon, should have passed over.a And 
Nikias took upon himself to announce, that until after the inter

1 Thucyd. vii, 60. 
• Diodor. xiii, 12. Ol urpartiiiT-at rci. <1KtVTJ l:vtrWtvro, etc. Plutarch, Nik· 

ias, c. 23. 
3 The moon was totally eclipsed on this night, August 27, 413 B.C., from 

twenty-seven minutes past nine to thirty-four minutes past ten P.M. (Wum1 
De Ponderib. Grrocor. sect. xciv, p. 184), speaking with reference to an ob
server in Sicily. 

Thucydides states that Nikias adopted the injunction of the prophets, to 
tarry thrice nine days (vii, 50). Diodorus says tl1ree days. l'lutarch inti
mates that Nikias went beyond the injunction of the prophets, who only 
insisted on three days, while he resolved on remaining for an entire lunar 
period (Plutarch, Nikias, c. 23 ). 

I follow the statement of Thucydides : there is no reason to believe that 
Nikias would lengthen the time beyond what the prophets prescribed. 

The erroneous statement respecting this memorable event, in so respect· 
able an author as Polybius, is not a little surprising (Polyb. ix, 19). 
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val indicated by them, he would not permit even any discussion 
or proposition on the subject. 

The decision of the prophets, which Nikias thus made llis own, 
was a sentence of death to the Athenian army, yet it went along 
with the general feeling, and was obeyed without hesitation. 
Even Demosthenes, though if he had commanded alone, he 
might have tried to overrule it, found himself compelled to yield. 
Yet according to Philochorus, himself a professional diviner, skil
ful in construing the religious meaning of events, it was a decision 
decidedly wrong; that is, wrong according to the canonical prin
ciples of divination. To men planning escape, or any other 
operation requiring silence and secrecy, an eclipse of the moon, 
as hiding light and producing darkness, was, he affirmed, an· 
encouraging sign, and ought to 11ave made the Athenians even 
more willing and forward in quitting the harbor. We are told, 
too, that Nikias had recently lost by death Stilbides, the ablest 
prophet in his service, and that he was thus forced to have re
course to prophets of inferior ability.I His piety left no means 
untried of appeasing the gods, by prayer, sacrifice, and expia
tory ceremonies, continued until the necessity of actual conflict 
arrived.2 

The impediment thus finally and irreparably intercepting the 
Athenian departure, was the direct, though unintended, conse
quence of the delay previously caused by Nikias. 1Ve cannot 
doubt, however, that, when the eclipse first happened, he regarded 
it as a sign confirmatory of the opinion which he had himself 
before delivered, and that he congratulated himself upon having 
so long resisted the proposition for going away. Let us add, that 
all those Athenians who were predisposed to look upon eclipses 
as signs from heaven of calamity about to come, would find them
selves strengthened in that belief by the unparalleled wo~s even 
now impending over this unhappy army. 

1 l'lutarch, Nikias, c. 22 ; Diodor. xiii, 12; Thucyd. vii, 50. Stilbidcs 
was cmiucnt in his profession of a prophet: sec Aristophan. Pac. 1029, with 
the citations from Eupolis and Philochorus in the Scholia. 

Compare the description of the effoct produced by the eclipse of the sun 
at Thebes, immediately prior to the last expedition of Pelopidas into 
Thessaly (Plutarch, l'elopidas, c~ 31 ). 

t Plutarch, Nikias, c. 24. 
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What interpretation the Syracusans, confident and victorious, 
-put on the eclipse, we are not told. But they knew well how to 
interpret the fact, which speedily came to their knowledge, that 
the Athenians had fully resolved to make a furtive escape, and 
had only been prevented by the eclipse. Such a resolution, 
amounting to an unequivocal confession of helplessness, em
boldened the Syracusans yet farther, to crush them as they were 
in the harbor, and never to permit them to occupy even any other 
post in Sicily. Accordingly, Gylippus caused his triremes to be 
manned and practised for several days : he then drew out his 
land-force, and made a demonstration of no great significance 

. against the Athenian lines. On the morrow, he brought out all his 
forces, both land and naval ; with the former of which he beset 
the Athenian lines, while the fleet, seventy-six triremes in num
ber, was directed to sail up to the Athenian naval station. The 
Athenian fleet, eighty-six triremes strong, sailed out to meet it, 
and a close, general, and desperate action took place. The fortune 
of Athens had fled. The Syracusans first beat the centre di
vision of the Athenians; next, the right division under Euryme
don, who in attempting an evolution to outflank the enemy's left, 
forgot those narrow limits of the harbor which were at every turn 
the ruin of the Athenian mariner, neared the land too much, and 
was pinned up against it, in the recess of Daskon,. by the vigor
ous attack of the Syracusans. He was here slain, and his division 
destroyed: successively, the entire Athenian fleet was beaten and 
driven ashore. 

Few of the defeated ships could get into their own station. 
Most of them were forced ashore or grounded on points without 
those limits; upon which Gylippus marched down his land-force 
to the water's edge, in order to prevent the retreat of the crews 
as well as to assist the Syracusan seamen in hauling off the ships 
as prizes. Ilis march, however, was so hurried and disorderly, 
that the Tyrrhenian troops, on guard at the flank of the Athenian 
station, sallied out against them as they approached, beat the fore
most of them, and drove them away from the shore into the marsh 
called Lysimeleia. l\Iore Syracusan troops came to their aid; 
but the Athenians also, anxious above all things for the protection 
of their ships, came forth in greater numbers; and a gei;ieral 
battle ensued in which the latter were victorious. Though they 
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did not inflict much loss upon the enemy, yet they saved most of 
their own triremes which had been driven ashore, together with 
the crews, and carried them into the naval station. J~xcept for 
this success on land, the entire Athenian fleet would have been 
destroyed : as it was, the defeat was still complete, and eighteen 
triremes were lost, all their crews being slain. This was proba
bly the division of Eurymedon, which having been driven ashore 
in the recess of Daskon, was too far off from the Athenian station 
to receive any land assistance. As the Athenians wer~ hauling 
in their disabled triremes, the Syracusans made a last effort to 
destroy them by means of a fireship, for which the wind happened 
to be favorable. But the Athenians found means to prevent her 
approach, and to. extinguish the flames.I 

Here was a complete victory gained over Athens on her own 
element, gained with inferior numbers, gaindd even over the 
fresh and yet formidable fleet recently brought by Demosthenes. 
It told but too plainly on which side the superiority now lay, how 
well the Syracusans had organized their naval strength for the 
specialties of their own harbor, how ruinous had been the folly 
of Nikias in retaining his excellent seamen imprisoned within 
that petty and unwholesome lake, where land and water alike did 
the work of their enemies. It not only disheartened the Athenians, 
but belied all their past experience, and utterly confounded them. 
Sickness of the whole enterprise, and repentance for having 
undertaken it, now became uppermost in their minds: yet it is 
remarkable that we hear of no complaints against Nikias sepa
rately.2 But repentance came too late. The Syracusans, fully 
alive to the importance 'of their victory, sailed round the harbor 
in triumph as again their own,3 and already looked on the enemy 
within it as their prisoners. They determined to close up and 
guard the mouth of it, from Plemmyrium to Ortygia, so as to 
leave no farther liberty of exit. 

Nor were they insensible how vastly the scope of the contest 

1 Thucyd. Yii, 52, 53; Diodor. xiii; 13. 
! Thucyd. vii, 55. Ol µev 'A-&TJvalot lv 'lraVTt o/j u-&vµfor l;uav, Kat 0 'lra

pft'J,,oyor avrolr µlyar l;v, 1rOAV oe µrii;"'v frt riJr urparefor oµeraµr'J,,or. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 56. 01 vi: :f.vpaKOUtot TOV Te Atµfva eMtvr 7rap€11'AtOV uoelir, 

etc. This elate and visible manifestation of fooling ought not to pass unno
ticed, as an evidence of Grecian character. 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 318 

was now widened, and the value of the stake before them en
hanced. It was not merely to rescue their own city from siege, 
nor even to repel and destroy the besieging army, that they were 
now contending. It was to extinguish the entire power of Athens, 
and liberate the half of Greece from dependence ; for Athens 
could never be expected to surviYe so terrific a loss as that of 
the entire double armament before Syracuse.I The Syracusans 
exulted ip the thought that this great achievement would be theirs, 
that their city was the fielu, anu their navy the chief instrument 
of victory: a lasting source of glory to them, not merely in the 
eyes of contemporaries, but even in those of posterity. Their 
priue swelled when they reflected on the Pan-Hellenic importance 
which the siege of Syracuse had now acquired, and when they 
counteu up the nu~nber and variety of Greek warriors who were 
now fighting, on one side or the other, between Euryalus and 
Plemmyrium. ·with the exception of the great struggle between 
Athens and the Peloponnesian confeueracy, never before had 
combatants so many and so miscellaneous been engaged under 
the same banners. Greeks, continental and insular, Ionic, Doric, 
and JEolic, autonomous anu dependent, volunteers and mercena
ries, from 1\Iiletus and Chios in the east to Selinus in the west, 
were all here to be found ; and not merely Greeks, but also the 
barbaric Sikels, Egestmans, Tyrrhenians, and Iapygians. If the 
Lacredemonians, Corinthians, and Ilmotians were fighting on the 
side of Syracuse, the Argeians and 1\Iantineians, not to mention 
the great insular cities, stood in arms against her. The jumble 
of kinship among the combatants on both sides, as well as the 
cross action of.different local antipathies, is put in lively antithesis 
by Thucydides.2 Ilut amidst so vast an assembled number, of 
which they were the chiefs, the paymasters, and the centre of 
combination, the Syracusans might well feel a sense of personal 
aggrandizement, and a consciousness of the great blow which 
they were about to strike, sufficient to exalt them for the time 
above the level even of their great D.orian chiefs in Pelo
ponnesus. 

It was their first operation, occupying three days, to close up 
the mouth of the Great Harbor, which was nearly one mile 

1 Thucyd. Yii, 5G. ! Tlmcyd. vii, 57, 58. 
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broad, with vessels of every description, triremes, traders, boats, 
etc., anchored in an oblique direction, and chained together.I 
They at the same time prepared their naval force with redoubled 
zeal for the desperate struggle which they knew to be coming. 
They then awaited the efforts of the Athenians, who watched 
their proceedings with sadness and anxiety. 

Nikias and his colleagues called together the principal officers 
to deliberate what was to be done. As they had few provisions 
remaining, and had counter-ordered their farther supplies, some 
instant and desperate effort was indispensable; and the only 
point in debate was, whether they should burn their fleet and 
retire by land, or make a fresh maritime exertion to break out of 
the harbor. Such had been the impression left by the recent sea
£ght, that many in the camp leaned to the former scheme.2 But 
the generals resolved upon first trying the latter, and exhausted 
all their combinations to give to it the greatest possible effect. 
They now evacuated the upper portion of their lines, both on the 
higher ground of Epipolre, and even on the lower ground, such 
portion as was nearest to the southern cliff; confining themselves 
to a limited fortified space close to the shore, just adequate for 
their sick, thei"r wounded, and tlieir stores ; in order to spare the 
necessity for a large garrison to defend them, and thus leave 
nearly their whole force disposable for sea-service. They then 
made ready every trireme in the station, which could be rendered 
ever so imperfectly seaworthy, constraining every fit roan to 
serve aboard them, without distinction of age, rank, or country. 
The triremes were manned with double crews of soldiers, hoplites 
as well as bowmen and darters, the latter mostly Akarnanians; 
while the hoplites, stationed at the prow with orders to board the 
enemy as quickly as possible, were furnished with grappling
irons to detain the enemy's ship immediately after the moment 
of collision, in order that it might not be withdrawn and the 
collision repeated, with all its injurious effects arising from the 
strength and massiveness of the Syracusan epotids. The best 
consultation was held with the steersmen as to arrangement and 
manceuvres of every trireme, nor was any precaution omitted 
which the scanty means at hand allowed. In the well-known 

1 Thncyd. vii, 59; Diodor. xiii, 14. • Plutarch, Nikias, c. 24. 



820 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

impossibility of obtaining new provisions, every man was anxious 
to hurry on the struggle.I But Nikias, as he mustered them on 
the shore immediately before going aboard, saw but too plainly 
that it was the mere stress of desperation which impelled them; 
that the elasticity, the disciplined confidence, the maritime pride, 
habitual to the Athenians on shipboard, was extinct, or dimly 
and faintly burning. 

He did his best to revive them, by exhortations unusually 
emphatic and impressh·e. "Recollect (he said) that you too, 
not less than the Syracusans, are now fighting for your own 
safety and for your country; for it is only by victory in the 
coming struggle that any of you can ever hope to see his country 
again. Yield not to despair like raw recruits after a first defeat; 
you, Athenians and allies, familiar with the unexpected revolu
tions of war, will hope now for the fair turn of fortune, and fight 
with a spirit worthy of the great force which you see here around 
you. We generals have now made effective provision against our 
two great disadvantages, the narrow circuit of the harbor, and 
the thickness of the enemy's prows.2 Sad as the necessity is, 
we have thrown aside all our Athenian skill and tactics, and 
have prepared to fight under the conditions forced upon us by 
the enemy, a land-battle on shipboard.3 It will be for you to 
conquer in this last desperate struggle, where'there is no friendly 
shore to receive you if you give way. You, hoplites on the 
deck, as soon as you have the enemy's trireme in contact, keep 
llim fast, and relax not until you have swept away his hoplites 
and mastered his deck. You, seamen and rowers, must yet keep 
up your courage, in spite of this sad failure in our means, and 
subversion of our tactics. You are better defended on deck 
above, and you have more triremes to help you, than in the 
recent defeat. Such of you, as are not Athenian citizens, I 
entreat to recollect the valuable privileges which you have 
hitherto enjoyed from serving in the navy of Athens. Though 

t Thucyd. vii, 60 . 
• Thucyd. vii, 62. "A de upt.rya iveiooµev lrrt Tij TOV AiµtVOf: urevor11n 

'lrpor TOV µO.'Aovra o;r'Aov TWV vewv lueu&at, etc. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 62. 'Er TOVTO yap o~ ~vay1dLuµe&a, wure rrel;oµa;re"iv urril 

TWV vewv, Kat TO µfire aimwr uva1Cpovecrl1at, µfire iKdvov, l:{iv, wcpi:llµo-. 
cpaZverat. 
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not really citizens, you have been reputed and treated as such; 
you have acquired our dialect, you have copied our habits, and 
have thus enjoyed the admiration, the imposing station, and the 
security, arising from our great empire.I Partaking as you do 
freely in the benefits of that empire, do not now betray it to these 
Sicilians and Corinthians whom you have so often beaten. For 
such of you as are Athenians, I again remind you that Athens 
has neither fresh triremes, nor fresh hoplites, to replace those 
now here. Unless you are now victorious, her enemies near 
home will find her defenceless ; and our countrymen there will 

· become slaves to Sparta, as you will to Syracuse. Recollect, 
every man of you, that you now going aboard here are the all of 
Athens, - her hoplites, her ships, her entire remaining city, and 
her splendid name.2 Bear up then and conquer, every man with 
his best mettle, in this one last struggle, for Athens as well as 
yourselves, and on an occasion which will never return." 

If, in translating the despatch written home ten months before 
by Nikias to the people of Athens, we were compelled to remark, 
that the greater part of it was the bitterest condemnation of his 

Thucyd. vii, 63. Toi, o~ vavrat, n:apatvw, Kat tv ri;J avr(iJ ri;Joe Kat 
Moµat, µij i-Kn:ml.ij;i:{)ai Tl rai> gvµipopai> U.yav•••..• tuiv11v re rijv fjoovi')v 
fv{)vµeiat'Jat, ii> a;ia fort otaaiiaaa{)at, ol riiwr: 'A{)11vaiot voµtr;6
µ e v o t Ka 2 µ i') ov re!: v µ w v, rijr; re rpwvijr; rfi ln:tarf/µ1) Kat rwv rp6n:wv 
rfi µiµ~aet, HJavµur;ea{)e Kara ri')v 'Ei\Aaoa, Kat rijr; apx'i/r: rijr: i/µfrepa, OVK 
fi.aaaov Kara ril wrpel.eia{)at, l> re ril ipo{Jepilv roir; vn:1JKOotr; Kat ril µi') 
c!ouceia{}at 7r:OAV n:l.eiov, µereixere, ware KOtVWVOL µovot el.ev{){pw!: ~µiv r'i/r; 
upx1J~ OVTE!:, OtKaiw, avrijv vvv µ1] Karan:pooioore, etc. 

Dr. Arnold (together with Goller and Poppo), following the Scholiast, 
explain these words as having particular reference to the mctics in the 
Athenian naval service. But I cannot think this correct. All persons in 
that service -who were freemen, but yet not citizens of Athens - are here 

· designated; partly metics, doubtless, but partly also citizens of the islands 
and dependent allies,- the g<vot vav(Jurat alluded to by the Corinthians and 
hy Perik!es at the beginning of the Pcloponnesian war (Thncyd, i, 121
143) as the iiv11ri'J ovvaµt!: µii./..l.ov i; oiuia of Athens. Without doubt there 
were numerous foreign seamen in the warlike navy of Athens, who derived 
great consideration as well as profit from the service, and often passed 
themselves off for Athenian citizens when they really were not so. 

2 'l'hncyd. vii, 64. "On ol iv rair; vavalv vµwv vvv fo6µevoi, Kai n:er;ot roit; 
,A{)11vaio1r: tlat Kat ''lJE!:, Kai i; VITOAOtn:or; 7r:OAl!:, Kai ril µ€ya ovoµa rwv 
'A1~11vwv..•... 

YOL. VII. 14* 21oc. 
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own previous policy as commander, so we are here canied back, 
when we find him striving to palliate the ruinous effects of that 
confined space of water which paralyzed the Athenian seamen, to 
his own obstinate improvidence in forbidding the egress of the 
fleet when insisted on by Demosthenes. His hearers probably 
were too much absorbed with the tenible present, to revert to 
irremediable mistakes of the past. Immediately on the conclu
sion of his touching address, the order was given to go aboard, 
and the seamen took their places. But when the triremes were 
fully manned, and the trierarchs, after superintending the em
barkation, were themselves about to enter and push off, the agony 
of Nikias was too great to be repressed. Feeling more keenly 
than any man the intensity of this last death-struggle, and the 
serious, but inevitable, shortcomings of the armament in its 
present condition, he still thought that he had not said enough 
for the occasion. He now renewed his appeal personally to the 
trierarchs, all of them citizens of rank and wealth at Athens. 
·They were all familiarly known to him, and he addressed himself 
to every man separately by his own name, his father's name, 
and his tribe, adjuring him by the deepest and most solemn 
motives which could touch the human feelings. Some he re
minded of their own previous glories, others of the achievements 
of illustrious ancestors, imploring them not to dishonor or betray 
these precious titles : to all alike he recalled the charm of their 
beloved country, with its full political freedom and its uncon
strained license of individual agency to every man: to all alike 
he appealed in the names of their wives, their children, and.their 
paternal gods. He cared not for being suspected of trenching 
upon the common places of rhetoric: he caught at every topic 
which could touch the inmost affections, awaken the inbred patri
otism, and rekindle the abated courage of the officers, whom he 
was sending forth to this desperate venture. He at length con
strained himself to leave off, still fancying in his anxiety that he 
ought to say more, and proceeded to marshal the land-force for 
the defence of the lines, as well as along the shore, where they 
might render as much service and as much encouragement as 
possible to the combatants on shipboard.I 

1 See the striking chapter of Thucycl. vii, 69. Even the tame style of 
Diodorus {xiii, 15) becomes animated in describing this scene: 
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Very different was the spirit prevalent, and very opposite the 
burning words uttered, on the seaboard of the Syracusan station, 
as the leaders were mustering their men immediately before em
barkation. They had been apprized of the grappling-irons now 
about to be employed by the Athenians, and had guarded against 
them in part by stretching hides along their bows, so that the 
''iron lmnd" might slip off without acquiring any hold. The 
preparatory movements even within the Athenian station being 
perfectly visible, Gylippus sent the fleet out with the usual 
prefatory harangue. He complimented them on the great 
achievements which they had already performed in breaking 
down the naval power of Athens, so long held irresistible.' He 
reminded them that the sally of their enemies was only a last 
effort of despair, seeking nothing but escape, undertaken without 
confidence in themselves, and under the necessity of throwing 
aside all their own tactics in order to copy feebly those of the 
Syracusans.2 He called upon them to recollect the destructive 
purposes which the invaders had brought with them against 
Syracuse, to inflict with resentful hand the finishing stroke upon 
this half-ruined armament, and to taste the delight of satiating 
a legitimate revenge.3 

The Syracusan fleet - seventy-six triremes strong, as in the 
last battle - was the first to put off from shore ; Pythen with 
the Corinthians in the centre, Sikanus and Agatharchus on the 
wings. A certain proportion of them were placed near the 
mouth of the harbor, in order to guard the barrier; while the 
rest were distributed around the harbor in order to attac~ the 
Athenians from different sides as soon as they should approach. 
l\Ioreover, the surface of the harbor swarmed with the light craft 
of the Syracusans, in many of which embarked youthful volun

1 Thucyd. vii, 65. 2 Thucyd. vii, 66, 67. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 68. 7rpor; ovv cha£iav Te TOtaVT7]v . ••• bpyij 7rpouµiE;wµev, 

t<al voµfow,uev uµa µ'fv v~µt(lWTaTOV elvat 7rpor; TOVt; tvavrfovr;, oE UV c:ir; E'lrl 
Tiµwpir;t Tov 7rpou7reu6vTot; otKatwuwuiv a7ro7rAiiuat Tiir;· yvwµ7]r; To {}vµovµevov, 
uµa cle t;ri'.rpoiJr; aµvvaai'.rat tyyev1]Uoµevov i/µiv, Kat (TO /.ey6µev6v 'lrOV) f;otu
TOV dvat. 

This plain and undisguised invocation of the angry and revengeful pas
sions should be noticed, as a mark of character and manners. 
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teers, sons of the best families in the city; I boats of no mean 
service during the battle, saving or destroying the seamen cast 
overboard from disabled ships, as well as annoying the fighting 
Athenian triremes. The day was one sacred to IIerakles at 
Syracuse; and the prophets announced that the god would insure 
victory to the Syracusans, provided they stood on the defensive, 
and did not begin the attack.2 JUoreover, the entire shore round 
the harbor, except the Athenian station and its immediate neigh
borhood, was crowded with Syracusan soldiers and spectators; 
while the walls of Ortygia, immediately overhanging the water, 
were lined with the feebler population of the city, the old men, 
women, and children. From the Athenian station presently 
came forth one hundred and ten triremes, under Demosthenes, 
Menander, and Euthydemus, with the customary prean, its tone 
probably partaking of the general sadness of the camp. They 
steered across direct to the mouth of the harbor, beholding on all 
sides the armed enemies ranged along the shore, as well as the 
unarmed multitudes who were imprecating the vengeance of the 
gods upon their heads; while for them there was no sympathy, 
except among the fellow-sufferers within their own lines. Inside 
of this narrow basin, rather more than five English miles in 
circuit, one hundred and ninety-four ships of war, each manned 
with more than two hundred men, were about to join battle, in the 
presence of countless masses around, all with palpitating hearts, 
and near enough both to see and hear; the most picturesque 
battle - if we could abstract our minds from its terrible interest 

1 Diodorus, xiii, 14. Plutarch has a similar statement, in reference to 
the previous battle: but I think he must have confused one battle with the 
other, for his account can hardly be made to harmonize with Thucydides 
(Plutarch, Nikias, c. 24). 

It is to be recollected that both Plutarch and Diodorus had probably 
rend the description of the battles in the Great Harbor of Syracuse, con
tained in Philistus; a better witness, if we had his account before us, 
even than Thucydides ; since he was probably at this time in Syracuse, and 
was perhaps actually engaged. 

2 Plutarch, Kikias, c. 2-1, 25. Timreus reckoned the aid of llerakles as 
having been one of the great causes of Syracusan Yictory over the Athe
nians. He gave several reasons why the god was provoked against the 
Athenians: see Timrous, Fragm. 104, ed. Didot. 
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- probably in history, without smoke or other impediments to 
vision, and in the clear atmosphere of Sicily, a serious and mag
nified realization of those naumachire which the Roman emperors 
used to exhibit with gladiators on the Italian lakes, for the recre
ation of the people. 

The Athenian fleet made directly for that portion of the barrier 
where a narrow opening- perhaps closed by a movable chain 
liad been left for merchant-vessels. Their first impetuous attack 
broke through the Syracusan squadron defending it, and they 
were already attempting to sever its connecting bonds, when the 
enemy from all sides crowded in upon them and forced them to 
desist. Presently the battle became general, and the combatants 
were distributed in various parts of the harbor. On both sides a 
fierce and desperate courage was displayed, even greater than 
had been shown on any of the former occasions. At the first onset, 
the skill and tactics of the steersmen shone conspicuous, well 
seconded by zeal on the part of the rowers and by their ready 
obedience to the voice of the keleustes. As the vessels neared, 
the bowmen, slingers, and throwers on the deck, hurled clouds of 
missiles against the enemy ; next, was heard the loud crash of the 
two impinging metallic fronts, resounding all along the shore.I 
When the vessels were thus once in contact, they were rarely 
allowed to separate: a strenuous hand-fight then commenced by 
the hoplites in each, trying respectively to board and master their 
enemy's deck. It was not always, however, that each trireme 
had its own single and special enemy : sometimes one ship had 

1 The destructive impact of these metallic masses at the head of the ships 
of war, as well as the periplus practised by a lighter ship to amid direct 

·collision against a heavier, is strikingly illustrated by a passage in I'lutarch's 
Life of Lucullus, where a naval engagement between the Roman general, 
and Neoptolemus the admiral of Mithridates, is described. "Lucullus was 
on board a Rhodian quinquerime, commanded by Damagoras, a skilful 
Rhodian pilot; while Neoptolcmus was approaching with a ship much 
heavier, and driving forward to a direct collision: upon which Damagoras 
evaded the blow, rowed rapidly round, and struck the enemy in the stern.'' 
...••• clefoar o t;.aµay6par ro (3apor r~r (3ar;tAtKi';r, Kat Ti) v T pa xv r 1/ r a 
T 0 ii x a/,, K,;, µa T 0 r' OVK fr6/,,µ11r;e r;vµrrwelv UVTt7rp(,)p0r, (,/,,/,,' o;i(,)r EK 
rreptay(,)y~r U7r0!7Tpbf;ar hi/,,evr;ev lrrt rrpvµvav wr;ar;{}at. Kat 7rte!7{}eia11r lv
rav{}a T~r Ve(,)r Migaro TlJV 7r:A1JYi/V u(3/,,a{3i) yevoµev11v, are oi) Totr {}alcarrev
Ot'!7t ri)r vi(,)r µiper;t 7rpor;7r:er;oiir;av. -Plutarch, Lucull. c. 3. 
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two or three enemies to contend with at once, sometimes she fell 
aboard of one unsought, and became entangled. After a certain 
time, the fight still obstinately continuing, all sort of battle order 
became lost; the skill of the steersman was of little avail, and the 
voice of the keleustes was drowned amidst the universal din and 
mingled cries from victors as well as vanquished. On both sides 
emulous exhortations were poured forth, together with reproach 
and sarcasm addressed to any ship which appeared flinching from 
the contest; though factitious stimulus of this sort was indeed but 
little needed. 

Such was the heroic courage on both sides, that for a long time 
victory was altogether doubtful, and the whole harbor was a scene 
of partial encounters, wherein sometimes Syracusans, sometimes 
Athenians, prevailed. According as success thus fluctuated, so 
followed the cheers or wailings of the spectators ashore. At one 
and the same time, every variety of human emotion might be 
witnessed ; according as attention was turned towards a victorious 
or a defeated ship. It was among the spectators in the Athenian 
station above all, whose entire life and liberty were staked in the 
combat, that this emotion might be seen exaggerated into agony, 
and overpassing the excitement even of the combatants them
selves.I Those among them who looked towards a portion of the 
harbor where their friends seemed winning, \vere full of joy and 
thanksgiving to the gods : such of their neighbors who contem
plated an Athenian ship in difficulty, gave vent to their feelings 
in shrieks and lamentation; while a third group, with their eyes 
fixed on some portion of the combat still disputed, were plunged 
in all the agitations of doubt, manifested even in the tremulous 
swing of their bodies, as hope or fear alternately predominated. 
During all the time that the combat remained undecided, the 
Athenians ashore were distracted by all these manifold varieties 
of intense sympathy. Ilut at length the moment came, after a 
long-protracted struggle, when victory began to declare in favor 
of the Syracusans, who, perceiving that their enemies were slack
ening, redoubled their shouts as well as their efforts, and pushed 
them all back towards the land. All the Athenian triremes, 
abandoning farther resistance, were thrust ashore like shipwrecked 

1 Tlmcy<l. vii, 71. 



327 TOTAL DEFEAT OF THE ATHE~'lANS. 

vessels in or near their own station ; a few being even captured 
before they could arrive there. The diverse manifestations of 
sympathy among the Athenians in the station itself were now 
exchanged for one unanimous shriek of agony and despair. The 
boldest of them rushed to rescue the ships and their crews from 
pursuit, others to man their walls in case of attack from land : 
many were even paralyzed at the sight, and absorbed with the 
thoughts of their own irretrievable ruin. Their souls were doubt
less still farther subdued by the wild and enthusiastic joy which 
burst forth in maddening shouts from the hostile crowds around 
the harbor, in response to their own victorious comrades on ship
board. 

Such was the close of this awful, heart-stirring, and decisive 
combat. The modern historian strives in vain to convey the 
impression of it which appears in the condensed and burning 
phrases of Thucydides. We find in his description of battles 
generally, and of this battle beyond all others, a depth and 
abundance of human emotion which has now passed out of mili
tary proceedings. The Greeks who fight, like the Greeks who 
look on, are not soldiers withdrawn from the community, and 
specialized as well as hardened by long professional training, but 
citizens with all the passions, instincts, sympathies, joys, and sor
rows of domestic as well as political life. llforeover, the non
military population in ancient times had an interest of the most 
intense kind in the result of the struggle; which made the differ
ence to them, if not of life and death, at least of the extremity of 
happiness and misery. Hence the strong light and shade, the 
Homeric exhibition of undisguised impulse, the tragic detail of 
personal motive and suffering, which pervades this and other 
military descriptions of Thucydides. When we read the few but 

: most vehement words which he employs to depict the Athenian· 
camp under this fearful trial, we must recollect that these were 
not only men whose all was at stake, but that they were more
over citizens full of impressibility, sensitive and demonstrative 
Greeks ; and, indeed, the most sensitive and demonstrative of all 
Greeks. To repress all manifestations of strong emotion was not 
considered in ancient times essential to the dignity of the human 
character. . 

Amidst all the deep pathos, however, which the great historian 
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has imparted to the final battle at Syracuse, he has not explained 
the causes upon which its ultimate issue turned. Considering 
that the Athenians were superior to their enemies in number, as 
one hundred and ten to seventy-six triremes, that they fought 
with courage not less heroic, and that the action was on their 
own element, we might have anticipated for them, if not a victory, 
at least a drawn battle, with equal loss on both sides. But we 
may observe, 1. The number of one hundred and ten triremes 
was formed by including some liardly seaworthy.1 2. The crews 
were composed partly of men not used to sea-service; and the 
Akarnanian darters, especially, were for this reason unhandy with 
their missiles.2 3. Though the water had been hitherto the 
element favorable to Athens, yet her superiority in this respect 
was declining, and her enemies approaching nearer to her, even 
in the open sea. But the narrow dimensions of the harbor would 
liave nullified her superiority at all times, and placed her even at 
great disadvantage,- without the means of twisting and turning 
her triremes so as to strike only at a vulnerable point of the 
enemy, - compared with the thick, heavy, straightforward butting 
of the Syracusans ; like a nimble pugilist of light weight con
tending, in a very confined ring, against superior weight and 
muscle.3 For the mere land-fight on shipboard, Athenians had 
not only no advantage, but had on the contrary the odds against 
them. 4. The Syracusans enjoyed great advantage from having 
nearly the whole harbor lined round with their soldiers and 
friends; not simply from the force of encouraging sympathy, no 

Thucyd. vii, 60. Tili; vavi; ur.fu:;ai; ifoat fi11av /£al Jvvamt "at Ct 11" Ao
WTE pat. 

• Thucyd. vii, 60. rrctvra Ttva fo(3i{3a?;ovni; rr/,q;pi:J11ai-uvayKa11avni; 
. fo(laivttv 011Tti; Kat 6 11" i:J 11 0 vv {; J 6 /(Et '1 '-' /( ia i; µET€ x (,) v {; 11" t T 1/
0 £Loi; elvat. Compare also the speech of Gylippus, c. 67. 

3 The language of Theokritus, in describing the pugilistic contest be
tween Pollux and the llebrykian Amykus, is not inapplicable to the posi
ti9n of the Athenian ships and seamen when cramped up in this harbor 
(lclyll. xxii, 91) :

••••••• • • • •••••••••• eK V' lrep<J{}EV 

"Jipwei; Kpanpov IIol.voevKea {}ap11vve11Kov, 

iiwltoni; pi/ rrwi; µtv l:rr t f3 p [ 11 a~ oaµa 11etev, 

x.;, p"' {; v t 11 T Et v i/J, TtTV\J tval.iyKtoi; uv~p. 


Compare Virgil's picture of Entellus and Dares, .lEncid, v, 430. 
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mean auxiliary, but because any of their triremes, if compelled 
to fall back before an Athenian, found protection on the shore, 
and could return to the fight at leisure; while an Athenian in 
the same predicament had no escape. 5. The numerous light 
craft of the Syracusans doubtless rendered great service in this 
battle, as they had done in the preceding, though Thucydides 
does not again mention them. 6. Lastly, both in the Athenian 
and Syracusan characters, the pressure of necessity was less 
potent as a stimulus to action, than hopeful confidence and elation, 
with the idea of a flood-tide yet mounting. In the character of 
some other races, the Jews for instance, the comparative force of 
these motives appears to be the other way. 

About sixty Athenian triremes, little more than half of the 
fleet which came forth, were saved as the wreck from this terrible 
conflict. The Syracusans on their part had suffered severely; 
only fifty triremes remaining out of seventy-six. The triumph 
with which, nevertheless, on returning to the city, they erected 
their trophy, and the exultation which reigned among the vast 
crowds encircling the harbor, was beyond all measure or prece
dent. Its clamorous manifestations were doubtless but too well 
heard in the neighboring camp of the Athenians, and increased, 
if anything could increase, the soul-subduing extremity of dis
tress which paralyzed the vanquished. So utterly did the 
pressure of suffering, anticipated as well as actual, benumb their 
minds and extinguish their most sacred associations, that no man 
among them, not even the ultra-religious Nikias, thought of pick
ing up the floating bodies or asking for a truce to bury the dead. 
This obligation, usually so serious and imperative upon the sur
vivors after a battle, now passed unheeded amidst the sorrow, 
terror, and despair, of the living man for himself. 
· Such despair, however, was not shared by the generals, to 
their honor be it spoken. On the llfternoon of this terrible defeat, 
Demosthenes proposed to Nikias that at daybreak the ensuing 
morning they should man all the remaining ships - even now 
more in number than the Syracusan - and make a fresh attempt 
to break out of the harbor. To this Nikias agreed, and both 
proceeded to try their influence in getting the resolution executed. 
But so irreparably was the spirit of the seamen broken, that 
nothing could prevail upon them to go again on shipboard: they 
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would hear of nothing but attempting to escape by land.I Prep· 
arations were therefore made for commencing their march in 
the darkness of that very night. The roads were still open, and, 
had they so marched, a portion of them, at least, might even yet 
have been saved.2 But there occurred one more mistake, one 
farthe1· postponement, which cut off the last hopes of this gallant 
and fated remnant. 

The Syracusan Hcrmokrates, folly anticipating that the Athe
nians would decamp that very night, was eager to prevent their 
retreat, because of the mischief which they might do if estab
lished in any other part of Sicily. Ile pressed Gylippus and the 
military authorities to send out forthwith, and block up the prin
cipal roads, passes, and fords, by which the fugitives would get off. 
Though sensible of the wisdom of his advice, the generals thought 
it wholly unexecutable. Such was the universal and unbounded 
joy which now pervaded the city, in consequence of the recent 
victory, still farther magnified by the circumstance that the day 
was sacred to Herakies, - so wild the jollity, the feasting, the 
intoxication, the congratulations, amidst men rewarding them
selves after their recent effort and triumph, and amidst the neces
sary care for the wounded,- that an order to arm and march out 
would have been as little listened to as the order to go on shipboard 
"1-\'aS by the desponding Athenians. Perceiving that he could get 
nothing done until the next morning, Hermokrates resorted to a 
stratagem in order to delay the departure of the Athenians 
for that night. At the moment when darkness was beginning, he 
sent down some confidential friends on horseback to the Athenian 
wall. These men, riding up near enough to make themselves 
heard, and calling for the sentries, addressed them as messengers 
from the private correspondents of Nikias in Syracuse, who had 
sent to warn him, they affirmed, not to decamp during the night, 
inasmuch as the Syracusans had already Leset and occupied the 
roads; but to begin his march quietly the next morning after 
adequate preparation.3 

This fraud- the same as the Athenians had themselves prac
tised two years before,4 in order to tempt the Syracusans to 

1 Thucyd. vii, 72. • Diodor. xiii, 18. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 73 ; Diodor. xiii, 18. 4 Thucyd. vi, 64. 
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march out against Katana - was perfectly successful: the sin
cerity of the information was believed, and the advice adopted. 
Had Demosthenes been in command alone, we may doubt whether 
he would have been so easily duped; for granting the accuracy 
of the fact asserted, it was not the less obvious that the difficulties, 
instead of being diminished, would be increased tenfold on the 
following day. "\Ve have seen, however, on more than one pre
vious occasion, how fatally Nikias was misled by his treacherous 
advices from the philo-Athenians at Syracuse. An excuse for 
inaction was always congenial to his character; and the present 
recommenclation, moreover, fell in but too happily with the tem
per of the army, now benumbed with depression and terror, like 
those unfortunate soldiers, in the Hetreat of the Ten Thousand 
Greeks, who were yielding .to the lethargy of extreme cold on 
the snows of Armenia, and whom Xenophon vainly tried to 
arouse/ Having remained over that night, the generals deter
mined also to stay the next day,-in order that the army might 
carry away with them as much of their baggage as possible,-send
ing forward a messenger to the Sikels in the interior to request 
that they would meet the army, and bring with them a supply of 
provisions.2 Gylippus and Hermokrates had thus ample time, 
on the following day, to send out forces and occupy all the posi
tions convenient for obstructing the Athenian march. They at 
the same time towed into Syracuse as prizes all the Athenian 
triremes which had been driven ashore in the recent battle, and 
which now lay like worthless hulks, unguarded and unheeded,3 
seemingly even those within the station itself. 

It was on the next day but one after the maritime defeat that 
Nikias and Demosthenes put their army in motion to attempt 

.retreat. The camp had long been a scene of sickness and death 
from the prevalence of marsh fever; but since the recent battle 
the number of wounded men, and the unburied bodies of the slain, 
had rendered it yet more pitiable. Forty thousand miserable men 
- so prodigious was the total, including all ranks and functions 
- now set forth to quit it, on a march of which few could hope 
to see the end ; like the pouring forth of the population of a 

1 Xenophon. Anab. iv, 5, 15, 19; v, 8, 15. 2 Thucyd. vii, 77. 
3 Thucyd. vii, 7 4. 
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large city starved out by blockade. l\Iany had little or no pro. 
visions to carry, so low had the stock become reduced; but of 
those who had, every man carried his own, even the horsemen 
and hoplites, now for the first time either already left without 
slaves, by desertion, or knowing that no slave could now be 
trusted. But neither such melancholy equality of suffering, nor 
the number of sufferers, counted for much in the way of allevia
tion. A downcast stupor and sense of abasement possessed every 
man ; the more intolerable, when they recoUected the exit of the 
armament from. Peirreus two years before, with prayers, and sol
emn preans, and aII the splcntlid dreams of conquest, set against 
the humiliation of the closing scene now before them, without a 
single trireme left out of two prodigious fleets .. 

But it was not until the army had actually begun its march 
that the full measure of wretchedness was felt and manifested. 
It was then that the necessity first became proclaimed, which no 
one probably spoke ou.t beforehand, of leaving behind not merely 
tl1e unburied bodies, but also the sick and the wounded. The 
scenes of woe which marked this hour passed endurance or 
description. The departing soldier sorrowed and shuddered with 
the sentiment of an unperformed duty, as he turned from the 
unburied bodies of the slain; but far more terrible was the trial, 
when he had to tear himself from the living sufferers, who im· 
plored their comrades, with wailings of agony and distraction, not 
to abandon them. Appealing to all the claims of pious friend
ship, they dung round their knees, and even crawled along the 
line of march until ·their strength failed. The silent dejection 
of the previous day was now exchanged for universal tears and 
groans, and, clamorous outbursts of sorrow, amidst which the 
army could not without the utmost difficulty be disengaged and 
put in motion. 

After such heart-rending scenes, it might seem that their cup 
of bitterness was exhausted; but worse was yet in store, and the 
terrors of the future dictated a struggle against an the miseries 
of past and present. The generals did their best to keep up 
some sense of order as well as courage; and Nikias, particularly, 
in this closing hour of his career, displayed a degree of energy 
and heroism which he had never before seemed to possess. 
Though himself among the greatest personal sufferers of all, 
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from his incurable complaint, he was seen everywhere in the 
ranks marshalling the troops, heartening up their dejection, and 
addressing them with a voice louder, more strenuous, and more 
commanding than was his wont. 

" Keep up your hope still, Athenians (he said), even as we are 
now: others have been saved out of circumstances worse than 
ours. Be not too much humiliated, either with your defeats or with 
your present unmerited hardships. I too, having no advantage 
over any of you in strength, - nay, you see the condition to 
which I have been brought by my disease, - and accustomed 
even to superior splendor and good fortune in private as well as 
public life, I too am plunged in the same peril with the humblest 
soldier among you. Nevertheless, my conduct has been constantly 
pious towards the gods as well as just and blameless towards 
men ; in recompense for which, my hope for the future is yet 
sanguine, at the same time that our actual misfortunes do not 
appall me in proportion to their intrinsic magnitude.I Perhaps, 

1 Thucyd. vii, 77. Kairot 7rOAAa µ'tv tr: '9eovr: v6µtµa oeoojr11µat, 7roUa 
oe tr: uv'9pimovr; Ol/Wta Kat UV£7rt<Jn'fova. ,Av{)' wv T/ µ e " ti\ 7r l r: 0µ"' r 
'9paaeZa roil µii\i\ovror;, aloe gvµtpopal ov Kar' aHav or; 
</> 0 (3 0 ii at. Taxa o' av /Wt liwtf>~aetav. lKavii. yap rot( Te 7rolieµfotr; evrvx11
rat, Kat et rl,J '9ei:JV /m!tp-{)ovot forparevaaµev, apKoVVrc.Jf TJ01J Tertµwp1Jµe&a. 

I have translated the words ov Kar' ll;iav, and the sentence of which they 
form a part, differently from what has been hitherto sanctioned by the com
mentators, who construe Kar' ltgiav as meaning "according to our desert," 
understand the words al gvµtpopat ov irnr' ugiav as bearing the same sense 
with the words rnlr; 7rapa r7/v M!av Ka1Co7rpay!atr; some lines before; and 
likewise construe ob, not with tpo/3oilat, but with Kar' ugiav, assigning to 
tpof3oiiat an affirmative sense. They translate: "Quare, quamvis nostrafartum' 
prorsus qtfiicta videatur (these words have no parallel in the original) rernm 

. tamen futurarnm spes est audax : sed clades, quas nullo nostro merito ae
cepimus, nos jam terrent. At fortasse cessabunt," etc. M. Didot translates: 

·"Aussij'ai un ferme espoir clans l'avcnir, malgre l'ejfroi qne des mallie11rs no11 
m&1:tes nous causent." Dr. Arnold passes the sentence over without notice. 

This manner of translating appears to me not less unsuitable in reference 
to the spirit and thread of the harangue, than awkward as regards the indi
vidual words. Looking to the spirit of the harangue, the object of encour 
aging the dejected soldiers would hardly be much answered by repeating
what in fact had been glanced at in a manner sufficient and becoming, 
before - that " the unmerited reverses terrified either Nikias or the sol
diers." Then as to the words; the expressions av&' Zw, oµwr;, µev, and oe, 
seem to me to denote, not only that the two halves of the sentence apply 

http:apKoVVrc.Jf
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indeed, they may from this time forward abate ; for our enemies 
liave had their full swing of good fortune, and if, at the moment 
of our starting, we were under the jealous wrath of any of the 

both of them to Nikias, but that the first half of. the sentence is in har
mony, not in opposition, with the second. l\fatthire (in my judgment, 
en·oneously) refers (Gr. Gr.~ 623) uµ(,)i; to some words which have pre
ceded; I think that oµwi; contributes to hold together the first and the sec
ond affirmation of the sentence. Now the Latin translation refers the first 
half of the sentence to Nikias, and the last half to the soldiers whom he 
addresses; while the translation of l\f. Didot, by means of the word rnalgre, 
for which there is nothing corresponding in the Greek, puts the second half 
in antithesis to the first. 

I cannot but think that ov ought to be construed with rpo(3ovat, and that the 
words Kar' u;iav do not bear the meaning assigned to them hy the transla
tors. 'A;iav not only means, "desert, merit, the title to that which a man 
has earned by his conduct,'' as in the previous phrase 7rapu Tl/V U~iav, but it 
also means, "price, value, title to be cared for, capacity of exciting more 
or less desire or aversion," in which last sense it is predicated as an attri
bute, not only of moral beings, but of other objects besides. Thus Aris
totle says (Ethic. Nik om. iii, 11): 0 yup OVT(,)t; f;((,)V, µU.Uov uya7r(i Tilt; 
TOtavrai; i; 0 0 v il t; Ti; t; a~ i a t;. 0 ot: awrj>p(,)V ov TOlOVTO>, etc. Again, ibid. 
iii, 5. 'O µ£v ovv a&el Kat ov frrna, V'lrOflfV(,)V Kat ¢of3ovµevoi;, Kat iii; &l, 
Kat ore, oµoi(,)t; Oe /Wl -&appwv, uvopeioi;· Kar' u; i av yap, Kat iii; av b 
iloyoi;, 7raa;ret Kat 7rpaTTet 0 uvopeloi;. Again, ibid. iv, 2. Atil TOVTO lan 
TOV µeya°Ao7rpe7ruiii;, tv ,;, av 7rotfi y€vet, µr.yaila7rpe7rWt; 7r0telv. TO yup TOlOV
TOV ov;r evv7reppAr;rov, Kat l;rov Ka T' It~ ta V TOU Oa7rav~µarot;. Again, 
ibid. viii, 14. 'A;rpeiov yup ovra av rpaat aelv foov l;retv • i-.etrovpyiav Te yup 
yivca>'iat, Kat ob </Jt"Mav, el µ'1 Ka T' a~ i av TWV lpy(,)v forat TU iK ri;i; tjJtiliai;. 
Compare also ib. viii, 13. 

Xenophon, Cyrop. viii, 4, 32. TO yup 7roilila OOKOVVTa l;retv µ~ Kar 
a~ i a v Ti;t; ovaiai; rpaiveai'fat w¢eiloiivra TOVt; rpi?,,ovi;, uve/,,evi'fepiav tµoiye 
ooul 7rtpta7rrelV. Compare Xenophon, l\Icmorab. ii, 5, 2. wa7rep ri:iv olKE
rwv, oiiT(,) Kai rwv ¢i/,,cuv, elalv agt at; also ibid. i, 6, 11, and Isokratcs, cont. 
Lochit. Or. xx, s. 8. 

The words Kar uqiav in Thucydides appear to me to bear the samo 
meaning as in these passages of Xenophon and Aristotle, "in proportion 
to their value," or to their real magnitude. If we so construe them, the 
words uvi'f' wv, oµ(,)t; µiv, and oe, all fall into their proper order: the whole 
sentence after uv>'i' wv applies to Nikias personally, is a corollary from what 
he had asserted before, and forms a suitable point in an harangue for en
comaging his diepirited soldiers: "Look how I bear up, who have as much 
cause for mourning as any of you. I have behaved well both towards gods 
and towards men : in return for which, I am comparatively comfortable 
both as to the future and as to the present: as to the future, I have strong 
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gods, we have already undergone chastisement amply sufficient. 
Other people before us have invaded foreign lands, and after 
having done what was competent to human power, have suffered 
what was within the limit of human endurance. "\Ve too may 
reasonably hope henceforward to have the offended god dealing 
with us more mildly, for we are now objects fitter for his compas
sion than for his jealousy.I Look, moreover, at your own ranks, 
hoplites so numerous and so excellent: let that guard you against 
excessive despair, and recollect that, wherever you may sit down, 
you are yourselves at once a city; nor is there any other city in 

hopes ; at the same time that, as to the present, I am not overwhelmed by the 
present misfortunes in proportion to their prodigious intensity." 

This is the precise thing for a man of resolution to say upon so teiTible 
an occasion. 

The pa1ticle oij has its appropriate meaning, al oi: fvµ'fiopa2 ov ltaT' cifiav cl 1} 
'fiof3ovat ; " and the present distresses, though they do appall me, do not 
appall me assuredly in proportion to their actual magnitude." Lastly, the 
particle Kat (in the succeeding phrase, Ta,ya o' ilv Ka I /cwqi~aeiav) does not 
fit on to the preceding passage as usually construed: accordingly the 
Latin translator, as well as l\I. Didot, leave it out, aud translate : "At for
tasse cessabunt." "Mais pent ctre vont ils eesser." It ought to be trans
lated: "Aud perhaps they may even abate," which implies that what had 
been asserted in the preceding sentence is here intended not to be contra
dicted, but to be caJTicd forward and strengthened: see Kuhner, Griech. 
Gramm:sects. 725-728. Such would not be the case as the sentence is 
usually construed. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 77. '!Kava yup Toir u rrol.eµiotr tvTv;r11mt, Kai eZ T'iJ {)eCJv 
ftrii/J{)OVOt foTpa;eV<Jaµev, U'ICO,tpwvrnr ~07/ TtTtµwp*µroa • ~/,,{)av yap 'ICOV Kai 
UAAOl nver ~07) l'fi' fripovr, Kat av{)pwrrtta clpaaavTtr aveKTa lrra{)ov. Ka? 
nµar fiKor VVV Ta Tt U'ICO TOV {)eoii l/crrii;ttV nrrtwTtpa {?etv • OlKTOV yap arr' 
avrCiv Uftwupot ~cll) foµ'i:v nqi{){,vov. 

This is a remarkable illustration of the doctrine, so frequently set forth 
in Herodotus, that the gods were jealous of any man or any nation who 
was preeminently powerful, fortunate, or prosperous. Nikias, recollecting 
the immense manifestation and promise with which his armament had 
started from Peirrous, now believed that this had provoked the jealousy of 
some of the gods, and brought about the misfortunes in Sicily. Ile com
forts his soldiers by saying that the enemy is now at the same dangerous 
pinnacle of exaltation, whilst they have exhausted the sad effects of the 
di vine jealousy. 

Compare the story of Amasis and Polykrates in llerodotns (iii, 39), and 
the striking remarks put into the mouth of Paulus JEmilius by Plutarch 
(Vit. Paul. .lEmil. c. 36). 
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Sicily that can either repulse your attack or expel you if you 
choose to stay. Be careful yourselves to keep your march firm and 
orderly, every man of you with this conviction, that whatever 
spot he may be forced to fight in, that spot is his country and his 
fortress;and must be kept by victorious effort. As our provisions 
are very scanty, we shall hasten on night and day alike ; and so 
soon as you reach any friendly village of the Sikels, who still 
remain constant to us from hatred to Syracuse, then consider 
yourselves in security. "\Ve have sent forward to apprize them, 
and intreat them to meet us with supplies. Once more, soldiers, 
recollect that to act like brave men is now a matter of necessity 
to you, and that if you falter, there is no refuge for you anywhere. 
"'Whereas if you now get clear of your enemies, such of you as 
are not Athenians will again enjoy the sight of home, while such 
of you as are Athenians will live to renovate the great power of 
our city, fallen though it now be. It is men that make a city; not 
walls, nor ships witlwut men." I 

The efforts of both commanders were in full harmony with 
these strenuous words. The army was distributed into two 
divisions; the hoplites marching in a hollow oblong, with the 
baggage and unarmed in the interior. The front division was 
commanded by Nikias, the rear by Demosthenes. Directing their 
course towards the Sikel territory, in the interior of the island, 
they first marched along the left bank_ of the Anapus until they 
came to the ford of that river, which they found guarded by a 
Syracusan detachment. They forced the passage, however, with
out much resistance, and accomplished on that day a march of 
about five miles, under the delay arising from the harassing of 
the enemy's cavalry and light troops. Encamping for that night 
on an eminence, they recommenced their march with the earliest 
dawn, and halted, after about two miles and a half, in a deserted 
village on a plain. They were in hopes of finding some pro
visions in the houses, and were even under the necessity of carry
ing along with them some water from this spot; there being none 
to be found farther on. As their intended line of march had 
now become evident, the Syracusans profited by this halt to get 

1 Thucyd. vii, 77. 'Avope~ yup 1rol..ti-, 1<at ov uix71, ovoe v~er; avopwv 
Kevai. 
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on before them, and to occupy in force a position on the road, 
called the Akrrean cliff. Here the road, ascending a high hill, 
formed a sort of ravine bordered on each side by steep cliffs. 
The Syracusans erected a wall or barricade across the whole 
breadth of the road, and occupied the high ground on each side. 
But even to reach this pass was beyond the competence of the 
Athenians; so impracticable was it to get over the ground in the 
face of overwhelming attacks from the enemy's cavalry and light 
troops. They were compelled, after a short march, to retreat to 
their camp of the night before.I 

Every hour added to the distress of their position; for their 
food was all but exhausted, nor could any man straggle from the 
main body without encountering certain destruction from the cav
alry. Accordingly, on the next morning, they tried one more 
desperate effort to get over the hilly ground into the interior. 
Starting very early, they arrived at the foot of the hill called the 
Akrman cliff, where they found the barricades placed across the 
road, with deep files of Syraeusan hoplitcs behind them, and 
crowds of light troops lining the cliffs on each border. They 
made the most strenuous and obstiuate efforts to force this inex
pugnable position, but all their struggles were vain, while they 
suffered miserably from the missiles of the troops above. Amidst 
all the discouragement of this repulse, they were yet farther dis
heartened by storms of thunder and lightning, which occurred 
during the time, and which they construed as portents significant 
of their impending ruin.2 

This fact strikingly illustrates both the change which the last 
two years had wrought in the contending parties, and the degree 
to which such religious interpretations of phenomena depended 
for their efficacy on predisposing temper, gloomy or cheerful. In 
the fir$t battle between Nikias and the Syracusans, near the 

· Great Harbor, some months before the siege was begun, a similar 
thunder-storm had taken place: on that occasion the Athenian 
soldiers had continued the battle unmoved, treating it as a natural 
event belonging to the season, and such indifference on their part 

1 Thncyd. vii, 78. 
• Thucyd. vii, 79. arp' ~v ol 'A {}17vaiot µu,'J,),,ov frt ~{}vµovv, tcat lv6µt,ov 

itrt Tii> urperep<tJ b'J,,§{}p<tJ tcat TaiiTa rravTa ytyveu{}at. 
VOL. vu. 15 22oc. 
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had still farther imposed upon the alarmed Syracusans.I Now, 
both the self-confidence and the religious impression had changed 
sides. 

Exhausted by their fruitless efforts, the Athenians fell back a 
short space to repose, when Gylippus tried to surround them by 
sending a detachment to block up the narrow road in their rear. 
This, however, they prevented, effecting their retreat into the 
open plain, where they passed the night, and on the ensuing day 
attempted once more the hopeless march over the Akrrean cliff. 
But they were not allowed even to advance so far as the pass and 
the barricade. They were so assailed and harassed by the cav
alry and darters, in flank and rear, that, in spite of heroic effort 
and endurance, they could not accomplish a progress of so much 
as one single mile. Extenuated by fatigue, half-starved, and with 
numbers of wounded men, they were compelled to spend a third 
miserable night in the same fatal plain. 

As soon as the Syracusans had retired for the night to their 
camp, Nikias and Demosthenes took counsel. They saw plainly 
that the route which they had originally projected, over the 
Akrrean cliff into the Sikel regions of the interior and from thence 
to Katana, had become impracticable, and that their unhappy 
troops would be still less in condition to force it on the morrow 
than they had been on the day preceding. Accordingly, they 
resolved to make off during the night, leaving numerous fires 
burning to mislead the enemy; but completely to alter the di
rection, and to turn down towards the southern coast on which 
lay Kamarina and Gela. Their guides informed them that if 
they could cross the river Kakyparis, which fell into the sea 
south of Syracuse, on the southeastern coast of Sicily, or a river 
still farther on, called the Erineus, - they might march up the 
right bank of either into the regions of the interior. Accordingly, 
they broke up in the night, amidst confusion and alarm ; in spite 
of whi.ch, the front division of the army under Nikias got into 
full march, and made considerable advance. By daybreak this 
division reached the southeastern coast of the island not far south 
of Syracuse, and fell into the track of the Helurine road, which 
they pursued until they arrived at the Kakyparis. Even here, 

1 Thucyd. vi, 70. 
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however, they found a Syracusan detachment beforehand with 
them, raising a redoubt, and blocking up the ford; nor could 
Nikias pass it without forcing his way through them. Ile marched 
straightforward to the Erineus, which he crossed on the same 
day, and encamped his troops on some high ground on the other 
side.l 

Except at the ford of the Kakyparis, his march had been all 
day unobstructed by the enemy; and he thought it wiser to push 
his troops as fast as possible, in order to arrive at some place both 
of safety and subsistence, without concerning himself about the 
rear division under Demosthenes. That division, the larger half 
of the army, started b~th later and in great disorder. Un
accountable panics and darkness made them part company or 
miss their way, so that Demosthenes, with all his efforts to keep 
them together, made little progress, and fell much behind Nikias. 
He was overtaken by the Syracusans during the forenoon, seem
ingly before he reached the Kakyparis,2 and at a moment when 

1 Thucyd. vii, 80-82. 
11 Dr. Arnold (Thucyd. vol. iii, p. 280, copied by Goller, ad vii, 81) thinks 

that the division of Demosthenes reached and passed the river Kakyparis ; 
and was captured between the Kakyparis and the Erineus. But the words 
of Thucyd. vii, 80, 81, do not sustain this. The division of Nikias was in 
advance of Demosthenes from the beginning, and gained npon it principally 
during the early part of the march, before daybreak; because it was then 
that the disorder of the division of Demosthenes was the most inconven
ient: see c. 81 - i:i, Ti/' vvKTo' Tore gvvernp[q{hwav, etc. ·when Thucydi
des, therefore, says, that " at daybreak they arri vecl at the sea," ( ilµa of: Ty l<,J 
u</>tKvovvrnt '' r~v '9uAaTTav, c. 80,) this cannot be true both of Nikias and 
of Demosthenes. If the former arrived there at daybreak, the latter can
not have come to the same point till some time after daybreak. Nikias 
must have been beforehand with Demosthenes when he reached the sea, 
and considerably more beforehand when he reached the Kakyparis : more
over, we are expressly told that Nikins did not wait for his colleague, that 
he thought it for the best to get on as fast as possible with his own division. 

It appears to me that the words u<fiiKvovvrni, etc. (c. SO}, are not to be 
understood hoth of Nikias and Demosthenes, hnt that they refer back to 
the word avroi,, two or three lines behind: "the Athenians (taken generally) 
reached the sea," no attention being at that moment paid to the difference 
between the front and the rear divisions. The Athenians mig·ht be said, not 
improperly, to reach the sea, at the time when the division of Nikias 
reached; 
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the foremost division was nearly six miles ahead, between the 
Kakyparis and the Erineus. 

When the Syracusans discovered at dawn that their enemy 
had made off in the night, their first impulse wa::r to accuse Gy
lippus of treachery in having permitted the escape. Such un
grateful surmises, however, were soon dissipated, and the cavalry 
set forth in rapid pursuit, until they overtook the rear division, 
which they immediately began to attack and impede. The ad
vance of Demosthenes had been tardy before, and his division 
disorganized: but he was now compelled to turn and defend him
self against an indefatigable enemy, who presently got before 
him and thus stopped him altogether. Their numerous light troops 
and cavalry assailed him on all sides and without intermission; 
employing nothing but missiles, however, and taking care to avoid 
any close encounter. While this unfortunate division were exerting 
their best efforts both to defend themselves, and if possible to get 
forward, they found themselves inclosed in a walled olive-ground, 
through the middle of which the road passed; a farm bearing the 
name, and probably once the property, of Polyzelus, brother of 
the despot Gelon.t Entangled and huddled up in this inclosure, 
from whence exit at the farther end in the face of an enemy was 
found impossible, they were now overwhelmed with hostHe mis
siles from the walls on all sides.2 Though unable to get at the en

1 Plutarch, Kikias, c. 27. 
2 Thucyd. vii, 81. Kai roTE 1·vov!,' (sc. Demosthenes) rov!,' I.vpaKorriov!,' 

otwKovrar ov Trpoi•;rwpet µii/../,ov 1) tr µax11v ;vverarrrrero, fo!,' lvotarpif3i.w 
KVKAOVTal TE vrr' avrwv, Kat lv TroA/..<fi i'Jopv{3<,J aVTO!,' Tf Kai ol µer' avrov 

. , Ai'J11valot ~rrav· uvetA.11i'Jivn!,' yi'ip l!,' Tl xwpwv, c,j KVKA<,J µ'i:v ret.;riov 1rtpt~v. 
0 0 0 !,' 0 'i: tv {J e v Te Ka I Ev {J e v, V.aa!,' oe OVK oAiya!,' Elxev, l(3aAAOVTO 
rreptura<l011. 

I translate uou!,' ol: lvi'Jev re Kat lv&ev differently from Dr. Arnold, from 
Mitford. and from others. These words are commonly nndcrstood to mean 
that this walled plantation was bordered by two roads, one on each side. 
Certainly the words might have that signification; but I think they also may 
have the signification (compare ii, 76) which I have given in the text, and 
which seems more plausible. It certainly is very improbable that the Athe· 
nians should have gone out of the road, in order to shelter themselves in 
the plantation; since they were fully aware that there was no safety for 
them except in getting away. If we suppose that tho plantation lay exactly 
in the road, the wonl uvetA1]tfivre!,' becomes perfectly explicable, on which 
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emy, and deprived even of the resources of an active despair, they 
endured incessant harassing for the greater part of the day, with
out refreshment or repose, and with the number of their wounded 
continually increasing; until at length the remaining spirit of the 
unhappy sufferers was thoroughly broken. Perceiving their 
condition, Gylippus sent to them a herald with a proclamation; 
inviting all the islanders among them to come forth from the rest, 
and promising them freedom if they did so. The inhabitants of 
some cities, yet not many, - a fact much to their honor, - availed 
themselves of this offer and surrendered. Presently, however, a 
larger negotiation was opened, which endc.d by the entire division 
capitulating upon terms, and giving up their arms. Gylippus 
and the Syracusans engaged that the lives of all should be spared; 
that is, that none should be put to death either by violence, or by 
intolerable bonds, or by starvation. Having all been disarmed, 
they were forthwith conveyed away as prisoners to Syracuse, 
six thousand in number. It is a remarkable proof of the easy 
and opulent circumstances of many among these gallant sufferers, 
when we are told that the money which they had about them, even 
at this last moment of pressure, was sufficient to fill the concavities 
of four shields.I Di;;daining either to surrender or to make any 
stipulation for himself personally, Demosthenes was on the point 
of killing himself with his own sword the moment that the capit
ulation was concluded ; but his intention was prevented, and he 
was carried off a disarmed prisoner by the Syracusans.2 

I do not think that Dr. Arnold's comment is satisfactory. The pressure of 
the troops from the rear into the hither opening, while those in the front 
could not get out by the farther opening, would naturally cause this crowd 
and huddling inside. A road which passed right through the walled ground, · 
entering at one side and coming out at the other, might well be called oJ,/~ 
lV19tv T£ Kat lv{itv. Compare Dr. Arnold's Remarks on the Map of Syra
cuse, vol. iii, p. 281; as well as his note on vii, 81. 

I imagine the olive-trees to be here named, not for either of the two 
reasons mentioned by Dr. Arnolcl, but because they hindered the Athenians 
from seeing beforehand distinctly the nature of the inclosure into which they 
were hastening, and therefore prevented any precautions from being taken, 
such as that of forbidding too mtiny troops from entering at once, etc. 

1 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 27 ; Thncyd. vii, 82. 
2 This statement depends upon the very good authority of the contempo

rary Syracusan, Philistus : see Pansanias, i, 29, 9; Philisti Fragm. 46, ed. 
Didot. 
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On the next <lay, Gylippus and the victorious Syracusans over
took Nikias on the right bank of the Erineus, apprized him of 
the capitulation of Demosthenes, and summoned him to capitulate 
also. Ile demanded learn to send a horseman for the purpose 
of verifying the statement; and on the return of the horseman, 
he made a proposition to Gylippus, that his army should be per
mitted to return home, on condition of Athens reimbursing to 
Syracuse the whole expense of the war, and furnishing hostages 
until payment should be made ; one citizen against each talent of 
silver. These conditions were rejected; but Nikias could not yet 
bring himself to submit to the same terms for his division as 
Demosthenes. Accordingly, the Syracusans recommenced tl1eir 
attacks, which the Athenians, in spite of hunger and fatigue, sus
tained as they best could until night. It was the intention of 
Nikias again to take advantage of the night for the purpose of 
getting away. Ilut on this occasion the Syracusans were on the 
watch, and as soon as they heard movement in the camp, they 
raised the pman, or war-shout; thus showing that they were on 
the lookout, and inducing the Athenians again to lay down the 
arms which they had taken up for departure. A detachment of 
three hundred Athenians, nevertheless, still persisting in march
ing off, apart from the rest, forced their way through the posts of 
the Syracusans. These men got safely away, and nothing but 
the want of guides prevented them from escaping altogether.I • 

During all this painful retreat, the personal resolution displayed 
by Nikias was exemplary; his sick and feeble frame was made 
to bear up, and even to hearten up stronger men, against the 
extremity of hardship, exhausting the last fragment of hope or 

· even possibility. It was now the sixth day of the retreat, - six 
days2 of constant privation, suffering, and endurance of attack, 
yet Nikias early in the morning attempted a fresh march, in 
order to get to the river Asinarus, which falls into the same sea, 
south of the Erineus, but is a more considerable stream, flowing 
deeply imbedded between lofty banks. This was a last effort of 
despair, with little hope of final escape, even if they did reach it. 
Yet the march was accomplished, in spite of renewed and inces

1 Thuryd. vii, 83. 

2 Plutarch (Nikias, c. 27) says eight days, inaccurately. 
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sant attacks all the way, from the Syracusan cavalry; who even 
got to the river before the Athenians, occupying the ford, and 
lining the high banks near it. Here the resolution of the 
unhappy fugitives at length gave way; when they reached the 
river, their strength, their patience, their spirit, and their hopes 
for the future, were all extinct. Tormented with raging thirst, 
and compelled by the attacks of the cavalry to march in one 
compact · mass, they rushed into the ford all at once, treading 
down and tumbling over each other in the universal avidity for 
di·ink. l\Iany thus perished from being pushed down upon the 
points of the spears, or lost their footing among the scattered 
articles of baggage, and were thus borne down under water.I 
l\Ieanwhile, the Syracusans from above poured upon the huddled 
mass showers of missiles, while the Peloponnesian hoplites even 
descended into the river, came to close quarters with them, and 
slew considerable numbers. So violent, nevertheless, was the 
thirst of the Athenians, that all other suffering was endured in 
order to taste relief by drinking. And even when dead and 
wounded were heaped in the river,-when the water was tainted 
and turbid with blood, as well as thick with the mud trodden up, 
- still, the new-comers pushed their way in and swallowed it 
with voracity.2 

"'Wretched, helpless, and demoralized as the army now was, 
Nikias could think no farther of resistance. Ile accordingly sur
rendered himself to Gylippus, to be dealt with at the discretion of 
that general and of the Lacedmmonians,3 earnestly imploring 
that the slaughter of the defenceless soldiers might be arrested. 
Accordingly, Gylippus gave orders that no more should be killed, 
but that the rest should be secured as captives. l\Iany were 
slain before this order was understood; but of those who remained, 
almost all were made captive, very few escaping. Nay, even 
the detachment of three hundred, who had broken out in the 
night, having seemingly not known whither to go, were captured, 

1 Thucyd. vii, 85. See Dr. Arno!U's note . 
• Thucyd. vii, 84. . .... .lpal.A.ov UVW~EV Tovr 'A~1]vafovr, 1!"' v 0 v Tar Tt 

T 0 iJ' 1!" 0 A, A, 0 iJ' a(j µ ev 0 v ,, Kat lv KOLA';' OVTL Tiji r.:oraµ<;J lV O'pfotv avroir 
rapaO'O'outvovr. 

3 Thucyd. vii, 85, 86; Philistus, Fragm. 46, ed. Didot; Pausanias, i, 29, 9. 



844 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

and brought in by troops sent forth for the purpose.I The 
triumph of the Syracusans was in every way complete; they 
hung the trees on the banks of the Asinarus with Athenian pan
oplies as trophy, and carried back their prisoners in joyous 
procession to the city. 

The number of prisoners thus ma<le, is not positively specified 
by Thucydides, as in the case of the division of Demosthenes, 
which had capitulated and lai<l down their arms in a mass within 
the walls of the olive-groun<l. Of the captives from the division 
of Nikias, the larger proportion were seized by private in<livid
uals, and fraudulently secrete<l for their own profit ; the number 
obtained for the state being comparatively small, seemingly not 
more than one thousand.2 The various Sicilian towns became 
soon full of these prisoners, sold as slaves for private account. 

Not less than forty thousand persons in the aggregate had 
started from the Athenian camp to commence the retreat, six <lays 
before. Of these probably many, either wounded or otherwise 
incompetent even when the march began, soon found themselves 
unable to keep up, and were left behind to perish. Each of the 
six days was a day of hard fighting an<l annoyance from an inde
fatigable crowd of light troops, with little, and at last seemingly 
nothing, to eat. The number was thus successively thinned, by 
wounds, privations, and straggling, so that the six thousand taken 
_with Demosthenes, and perhaps three thousand or four thousand 
captured with Nikias, formed the melancholy remnant. Of the 
stragglers during the march, however, we are glad to learn that 
many contrived to escape the Syracusan cavalry and get to 
Katana, where also those who afterwards ran away from their 
slavery under private masters, found a refuge.3 These fugitive 

1 Thucyd. vii, 85; Plutarch, Nikias, c. 27. 
1 Thucydides states, roughly, and without pretending to exact means of 

knowledge, that the total number of captives brought to Syracuse under 
public supervision, was not less than seven thonsand- lM1c/>~1)aav ol: ol 
~vµrravrtr;, UKptf3ei11- µl:v ;rai\errov t;eir.eiv, oµ(,)r: oi: OVK ii\&aaovi- trrraKt<J• 
x1A.t(,)V (,-ii, 87). As the number taken with Demosthenes was six thousand 
(vii, 82}, this leaves one thousand as having been obtained from the iliYision 
of Nikias. 

3 Thucyd. vii, 85. 11" 0 i\ i\ 0 l oe oµ(,)t; Kat 01e¢vyov, ol µev Kat rrapaVTtKa, 
ol de Kat oovi\eiJaavnr; Kat 01ao1opaal(ovrer; ilarepov. The word 1t"apa{m(a 
means, during the retreat. 
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Athenians served as auxiliaries to repel the attacks of the Syra
cusans upon Katana.t 

It was in this manner, chiefly, that Athens came to receive again 
within her bosom a few of those ill-fated sons whom she had drafted 
forth in two such splendid divisions to Sicily. For of those who 
were carried as prisoners to Syracuse, fewer yet could ever have 
got home. They were placed for safe custody, along with the 
other prisoners, in the stone-quarries of Syracuse,-of which 
there were se>eral, partly on the southern descent of the outer 
city towards the N ekropolis, or from the higher level to the lower 
level of Achradina, - partly in the suburb afterwards called 
Neapolis, under the southern cliff of Epipolre. Into the&e quarries 
-deep hollows of confined space, with precipitous sides, and 
open at the top to the sky- the miserable prisoners were 
plunged, lying huddled one upon another, without the smallest 
protection or convenience. For subsistence, they received each 
day a ration of one pint of wheaten bread, -half the daily ration 
of a sla>e, - with no more than half a pint of water, so that they 
were not preserved from the pangs either of hunger or of thirst. 
Moreover, the heat of the midday sun, alternating with the chill 
of the autumn nights, was alike afflicting and destructive; while 
the wants of life ha>ing all to be performed where they were, 
without relief, the filth and stench presently became insupportable. 
Sick and wounded even at the moment of arri>al, many of them 
speedily died; and happiest was he who died the first, leaving 
an unconscious corpse, which the Syracusans would not take the 
trouble to remove, to distress and infect the survivors. Under 
this condition and treatment they remained for seventy days; prob
ably serving as a spectacle for the triumphant Syracusan popu
lation, with their wives and children, to come and look down 
upon, and to congratulate themselves on their own narrow escape 
from sufferings similar in kind at least, if not in degree. After 
that time the novelty of the spectacle had worn off, while the place 
must have become a den of abomination and a nuisance intol
erable even to the citizens themselves. Accordingly, they now 
removed all the surviving prisoners, except the native Athenians 

1 Lysias pro Polystrato. Orat. xx, sects. 26-28, c. 6, p. 686 R. 
15* 
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and the few Italian or Sicilian Greeks among them. All those 
so removed were sold for slaves ;l while the dead bodies were 
probably at the same time taken away, and the pri,;on rendered 
somewhat less loathsome. "\Vhat became of the remaining prison
ers, we are not told; it may be presumed that those who could 
survive so great an extremity of suffering might after a certain 
time be allowed to get back to Athens on ransom. Perhaps 
some of them may have obtained their release; as was the case, 
we are told, with several of those who had been sold to private 
masters, by the elegance of their accomplishments and the dignity 
of their demeanor. The dramas of Euripides were so peculiarly 
popular t~roughout all Sicily, that those Athenian prisoners who 
knew by heart considerable portions of them, won the affections 
of their masters. Some even of the stragglers from the army 
are affirmed to have procured for themselves, by the same attrac
tion, shelter and hospitality during their flight. Euripides, we 
are informed, lived to receive the thanks of several among these 
unhappy sufferers, after their return to Athens.2 I cannot 
refrain from mentioning this story, though I fear its trustworthi
ness as matter of fact is much inferior to its pathos and interest. 

Upon the treatment of Nikias and Demosthenes, not merely 
the Syracusans, but also the allies present, were consulted, and 
much difference of opinion was found. To keep them in con
finement simply, without putting them to death, was apparently 
the opinion advocated by Hermokrates.3 But Gylippus, then in 

1 Thucyd. vii, 87. Diodorus (xiii, 20-32) gives two long orations pur
porting to have been held in the Syracusan assembly, in discussing how the 
prisoners were to be dealt with. An old citizen, named Kikolaus, who has 
lost his two sons in the war, is made to advocate the side of humane treat
ment; while Gylippus is introduced as the orator recommending harshness 
and revenge. 

From whom Diodorus bo1Towed this, I do not know; but his whole 
account of the matter appears to me untrustworthy. 

One may judge of his accuracy when one finds him stating that the 
prisoners received each two chamil.:es of barley-meal, instead of two 1.:otyke; 
the chcenix being four times as much as the koty!e (Diodor. xiii, 19). 

2 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 29; Diodor. xiii, 3.3. The reader will see how the 
Carthaginians treated the Grecian prisoners whom they took in Sicily, in 
Diodor. xiii, ll l. 

3 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 28 ; Diodor. xiii, 19. 
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full ascendency and an object of deep gratitude for his invaluable 
services, solicited as a reward to himself to be allowed to con
duct them back as prisoners to Sparta. To achieve this would 
have earned for him signal honor in the eyes of his countrymen; 
for while Demosthenes, from his success at Pylos, was their hated 
enemy, Nikias had always shown himself their friend as far as 
an Athenian could do so. It was to him that they owed the re
lease of their prisoners taken at Sphakteria; and he had calcu
lated upon this obligation when he surrendered himself prisoner 
to Gylippus, and not to the Syracusans. 

In spite of all his influence, however, Gylippus could not carry 
this point. First, the Corinthians both strenuously opposed him 
themselves, and prevailed on the other allies to do the same. 
They were afraid that the wealth of Nikias would always pro
cure for him the means of escaping from imprisonment, so as to 
do them farther injury, and they insisted on his being put to death. 
Next, those Syracusans, who had been in secret correspondence 
with Nikias during the siege, were yet more anxious to get him 
put out of the way, being apprehensive that, if tortured by their 
political opponents, he might disclose their names and intrigues. 
Such various influences prevailed, and Nikias as well as Demos
thenes was ordered to be put to death by a decree of the public 
assembly, much to the discontent of Gylippus. Hermokrates 
vainly opposed the resolution, but perceiving that it was certain to 
be carried, he sent to them a private intimation before the discus
sion closed; and procured for them, through one of the sentinels, 
the means of dying by their own hands. Their bodies were 
publicly exposed before the city gates to the view of the Syra
cusan citizens; I while the day on which the final capture of 
Nikias and his army was accomplished, came to be celebrated as 
an annual festival, under the title of the Asinaria, on the twenty
sixth day of the Dorian month Karneius.2 

1 Thucyd. vii, 86; Plutarch, ~ikias, c. 28. The statement which Plu
tarch here cites from Timreus re,pccting the in tervcntion of Ilcrmokrates, 
is not in any substantial contradiction with Philistus and Thucydides. The 
word 1<e?i.evcn'Hvrar ·seems decidedly preferable to 1<ara?i.ev1rlHvrar, in the 
text of Plutarch. 

2 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 28. Though Plutarch says that the month Karne
ius is "that which the Athenians call Metagcitnion," yet it is not safe to 
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Such was the close of the expedition, or rather of the two ex
peditions, undertaken by Athens against Syracuse. Never in 
Grecian history had a force so large, so costly, so efficient, and so 
full of promise and confidence, been turned out; never in Gre
cian history had ruin so complete and sweeping, or victory so 
glorious and unexpected, been witnessed.I Its consequences 
were felt from one end of the Grecian world to the other, as will 
appear in the corning clmpters. 

The esteem and admiration felt at Athens towards Nikias had 
been throughout lofty and unshaken ; after his death it was ex
changed for disgrace. His name was omitted, while that of his 
colleague Demosthenes was engraved, on the funereal pillar 
erected to commemorate the fallen warriors. This difference 
Pansanias explains by saying that Nikias was concei,·ed to have 
disgraced himself as a military man by his voluntary surrender, 
which Demosthenes had disdained.2 

affirm that the day of the slaughter of the Asinarus was the 16th of the At
tic month J\Ietageituion. 'Ve know that the civil months of different cities 
seldom or never exactly coincided. Sec the remarks of Franz on this point, 
in his comment on the valuable Inscriptions of Tauromcnium, Corp. Inscr. 
Gr. No. 5640, part xxxii, sect 3, p. 640. 

The surrender of Nikias must have taken place, I think, not less than 
twenty-four or twenty-five days after the eclipse, which occurred on the 27th 
of August, that is, about Sept. 21. Mr. 1''ynes Clinton (F. IL ad ann·. 413 
n.c.) seems to me to compress too much the interval between the eclipse 
and the retreat; conBidering that that interval included two great battles, 
with a certain delay before, between, and after. 

The µerorrwpov noticed by Thucyd. vii, 79, suits with Sept. 21 : compare 
Plutarch, Nikias, c. 22. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 87. 
• Pausan. i, 29, 9; Philist. Fragm. 46, ed. Didot. 
Justin erroneously says that Demosthenes actually did kill himself, rather 

than submit to surrender, before the surrender of Nikias; who, he says, did 
not choose to follow the example : 

"Demosthenes, amisso cxercitu, a captivitate gladio et voluntaria m01ie 
se vindicat: Nicias autem, ne Demosthenis quidcm excmplo, ut sibi consu
lcrct, admonitus, cladcm suorum auxit dcdecorc captivitatis." (Justin, iv, 5.) 

Philistus, whom Pausanias mrnonnces himself as following, is an excel
lent witness for the actual facts in Sicily ; though not so good a witness for 
the impression at Athens respecting those facts. 

It seems certain, even from Thucydides, that Nikias, in surrendering him
self to Gylippus, thought that he hud considerable chance of saving his life; 
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The opinion of Thucydides deserves special notice, m the face 
of this judgment of his countrymen. \Vhile he says not a word 
about Demosthenes, beyond the fact of his execution, he adds in 
reference to Nikias a few words of marked sympathy and com
mendation. " Such, or nearly such, (he says,) were the reasons 
why Nikias was put to death; though he assuredly, among all 
Greeks of my time, least deserved to come to so extreme a pitch 
of ill-fortune, considering his exact performance of establishecl 
duties to the divinity." 1 

If we were judging Nikias merely as a private man, and set
ting his personal conduct in one scale against his personal suffer-

Plutarch too so interprets the proceeding, and condemns it as disgraceful, 
see his comparison of Nikias and Crassus, near the end. Demosthenes 
could not have thought the same for himself: the fact of his attempted sui
cide appears to me certain, on the authority of Philistus, though Thucyd
ides does not notice it. 

1 Thucyd. vii, 86. Ka£ oµ'tv rotavry 7J /Jn l:yyvrara rovrcJV alrii,i l:re&vfj
1<e1, lf/Kt<rra oi'J utwr Dv TWV ye l:n:' l:µov 'EA.A.~vwv l:r TOVTO ovrrrvxiar U.tp11<fo
-{}a1, oic£ ri'/v vevoµtrrµiv1)v l:r ril -{}elov l:n:trfj clev<rtv. 

So stood the text of Thucydides, until various recent editors changed the 
last words, on the authority of some MSS., to cl tu ri'Jv '7l'iicrav l:r U.pe
T1J v v e v o µ t rr µ ! v 1/ v I: '7l' t r fJ oe v er t v. 

Though Dr. Arnold and some of the best critics prefer and adopt the 
latter reading, I confess it seems to me that the former is more suitable to 
the Greek vein of thought, as well as more conformable to truth about 
Nikias. 

A man's good or bad fortune, depending on the favorable or unfavorable 
disposition of the gods towards him, was understood to be determined more 
directly by his piety and religions observances, rather than by his virtue, 
see passages in Isokrates de Permutation. Orat. xv, sect. 301 ; Lysias, cont. 
Nikomach. c. 5, p. 854, though undoubtedly the two ideas went to a certain 
extent together. Men might differ about the. virtue of :Xikias; but his piety 
was an incontestable fact; and his "good fortune" also, in times prior to 
the Sicilian expedition, was recognized by men like Alkibiades, who most 
probably had no very lofty opinion of his virtue (Thucyd. vi, 17). The 
contrast between the remarkable piety of Nikias, and that extremity of ill
fortune which marked the close of his life, was very likely to shock Grecian 
ideas generally, and was a natural circumstance for the historian to note. 
'Vliercas if we read, in the passage, mi.crav l:r uptr~v, the panegyric upon 
Nikias becomes both less special and more disproportionate, beyond what 
even Thucydides (as far as we can infer from other expressions, see v, 16) 
would be inclined to bestow upon him ; more, in fact, than he says in com
mendation even of Perikles. 
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ing on the other, the remark of Thucydides would be natural and 
intelligible. llut the general of a great expedition, upon whose 
conduct the lives of thousands of brave men as well as the most 
momentous interests of his country, depend, cannot be tried by 
any such standard. His private merit becomes a secondary point 
in the case, as compared with the discharge of his responsible 
public duties, by which he must stand or fall. 

Tried by this more appropriate standard, what are we to say of 
Nikias ? We arc compelled to say, that if his personal suffer
ing could possibly be regarded in the light of an atonement, or 
set in an equation against the mischief brought by himself both 
on his army and his country, it would not be greater than his 
deserts. I shall not here repeat the separate points in his con
duct which justify this view, and which liave been set forth as 
they have occurred, in the preceding pages. Admitting fully 
both the good intentions of Nikias, and his personal bravery, ris
ing even into heroism during the last few days in Sicily, it is 
not the less incontestable, that, first, the failure of the enterprise, 
next, the destruction of the armament, is to be traced distinctly 
to his lamentable misjudgment. Sometimes petty trifling, some
times apathy and inaction, sometimes presumptuoss neglect, some
times obstinate blindness even to urgent and obvious necessities, 
one or other of these his sad mental defects, will be found opera
tive at eYery step, whereby this fated armament sinks down from 
exuberant efficiency into the last depth of aggregate ruin and in
dividual misery. His improYidence and incapacity stand pro
claimed, not merely in the narrative of the historian, but even in 
his own letter to the Athenians, and in his own speeches both be
fore the expedition and during its closing misfortunes, when con
trasted with the reality of his proceedings. The man whose 
flagrant incompetency brought such wholesale ruin upon two fine 
armaments intrusted to his command, upon the Athenian mari
time empire, and ultimately upon Athens herself, must appear on 
the tablets of history under the severest condemnation, even though 
his personal virtues had been loftier than those of Nikias. 

And yet our great historian, after devoting two immortal books 
to this expedition, after setting forth emphatically both the glory 
of its dawn and the wretchedness of its close, with a dramatic 
genius parallel to the ffidipus Tyrannus of 8ophokles. when he 
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comes to recount the melancholy end of the two commanders, has 
no words to spare for Demosthenes, - far the abler officer of the 
two, who perished by no fault of his own,- but reserves his flowers 
to strew on the grave of Nikias, the author of the whole calamity 
- " What a pity ! Such a respectaule and religious man ! " 

Thucydides is here the more instructive, because he exactly 
represents the sentiment of the general Athenian public to"·ards 
Nikias during his lifetime. They could not bear to condemn, to 
mistrust, to dismiss, or to do without, so respectaule and religious 
a citizen. The private qualities of Nikias were not only held to 
entitle him to the most indulgent construction of all his public 
short-comings, but also insured to him credit for political and 
military competence altogether disproportionate to his deserts. 
·when we find Thucydides, after narrating so much improvidence 
and mismanagement on the grand scale, still keeping attention 
fixed on the private morality and decorum of Nikias, as if it con
stituted the main feature of his character, we can understand how 
the Athenian people originally came both to o\·er-estimate this 
unfortunate leader, and ·continued over-estimating him with tena
cious fidelity even after glaring proof of his incapacity. Never 
in the political history of Athens did' the people make so fatal a 
mistake in placing their confidence. 

In reviewing the causes of popular misjudgment, historians are 
apt to enlarge prominently, if not exclusively, on demagogues and 
demagogic influences. l\Iankind being usually considered in the 
light of governable material, or as instruments for exalting, arm
ing, and decorating their rulers, whatever renders them more 
difficult to handle in this capacity, ranks first in the category of 
Yices. Nor can it be denied that this was a real and serious 
cause: clever criminative speakers often passed themselves off 
for something above their real worth; though useful and indis
pensable as a protection against worse, they sometimes deluded 
the people into measures impolitic or unjust. But, even if we 
grant, to the cause of misjudgment here indicated, a greater 
practical efficiency than history "·ill fairly sanction, still, it is only 
one among others more mischievous. Never did any man 
at Athens, by mere force of demagogic qualities, acquire a 
measure of esteem at once so exaggerated and so durable, com
bined with so much power of injuring his fellow-citizens, as the 
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anti-demagogic :Nikias. The man who, over and above his 
shabby manceuvre about the expedition against Sphakteria, and 
his improvident sacrifice of Athenian interests in the alliance with 
Sparta, ended by inflicting on his country that cruel wound which 
destroyed so many of her citizens as well as her maritime em
pire, was not a leather-seller of impudent and criminative elo
quence, but a man of ancient family and hereditary wealth, 
munificent and affable, having credit not merely for the largesses 
which he bestowed, but also for all the insolences, which as a 
rich man he might have committed, but did not commit, - free 
from all pecuniary corruption, - a brave man, antl above all, an 
ultra-religious man, believed therefore to stand high in the favor 
of the gods, and to be fortunate. Such was the esteem which the 
Athenians felt for this union of good qualities purely personal 
and negative with eminent station, that they presumetl the higher 
aptitudes of command,! and presumed them, unhappily, after 
proof that they did not exist, - after proof that what they had 
supposed to be caution was only apathy and mental weakness. 
No demagogic arts or eloquence would e\·er have created in the 
people so deep-seated an illusion as the imposing respectability 
of Nikias. Now it was against the overweening ascendency of 
such decorous and pious incompetence, when aided by wealth 
and family advantages, that the demagogic accusatory eloquence 
ought to have served as a natural bar and corrective. Perform
ing the functions of a constitutional opposition, it afforded the 
only chance of that tutelary exposure whereby blunders and short
comings might be arrested in time. How insufficient was the 
check which it provided, - even at Athens, where every one 
denounces it as having prevailed in devouring excess,-the 
history of Nikias is an ever-living testimony. 

1 A good many of the features depicted by Tacitus (Hist. i, 49) in Galba, 
suit the character of Nikias, much more than those of the rapacious and 
unprincipled Crassus, with whom Plutarch compares the latter: 

" Vetus in familia nobilitas, magnm opes: ipsi medium ingcnium, magis 
extra vitia, quam cum virtutibus. Scd daritas natalium, ct metus tcmpo
rum, obtcntui fuit, ut quod segnitia fail, sapientia vorarctur. Dum . Yigebat 
retas, militari laude apud Gcrmanias floruit: proconsul, Africam moderate; 
jam senior, citeriorem IIispaniam, pari justiti<l continuit. J.fajor privato vi
sus, dum privatus fail, et omnium consensu mpax imperii, nisi imperasset." 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

FROM THE DESTRUCTIO~ OF THE ATHE~!A~ AIDIA::IIE~T rn 
SICILY, DOW~ TO THE OLIGARCHICAL COXSPIRACY OF nm 
FOUR HCXDRED AT ATIIEXS. 

IN the preceding chapter we followed to its melancholy close 
the united armament of Nikias and Demosthenes, first in the 
harbor and lastly in the neighborhood of Syracuse, towards the 
end of September, 413 n.c. 

The first impression which we derive from the perusal of 
that narrative is, sympathy for the parties directly concerned, 
chiefly for the number of gallant Athenians who thus miserably 
perished, partly also for the Syracusan victors, themselves a few 
months before on the verge of apparent ruin. Ilut the distant 
and collateral effects of the catastrophe throughout Greece, were 
yet more momentous than those within the faland in which it 
occurred. 

I have already mentioned that even at the moment when 
Demosthenes with his powerful armament left Peirmus to go to 
Sicily, the hostilities of the Peloponnesian confederacy against 
Athens herself had been already recommenced. Not only was the 
Spartan king Agis ravaging Attica, but the far more important 
step of fortifying Dekeleia, for the abode of a permanent garri 
son, was in course of completion. That fortress, having been 
begun about the middle of March, was probably by the month of 
June in a situation to shelter its garrison, which consisted of con
tingents periodically furnished, and rclieYing each other alter
nately, from all the different states of the confederacy, under the 
permanent command of king Agis himself. 

And now began that incessant marauding of domiciliated ene
mies - destined to last for nine years until the final capture of 
Athens - partially contemplated even at the beginning of the 
Peloponnesian war, and recently enforced, with full comprehen
~lon of its disastrous effects, by the virulent antipathy of the 
exile Alkibiades.1 The earlier invasions of Attica hau been all 

1 Thucyd. i, 122-142; vi. 90. 
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temporary, continuing for five or six weeks at the farthest, and 
leaving the country in repose for the remainder of the year. But 
the Athenians now underwent from henceforward the fatal expe
rience of a hostile garrison within fifteen miles of their city ; an 
experience peculiarly painful this 8umrner, as well from its nov
elty as from the extraordinary vigor which Agis displayed in 
his operations. His excursions were so widely extended, that no 
part of Attica was secure or could be rendered productive. Not 
only were all the sheep and cattle destroyed, but the slaves too, 
especially the most valuable slaves, or artisans, began to desert 
to Dekeleia in great numbers; more than twenty thousand of 
them soon disappeared in this way. So terrible a loss of income, 
both to proprietors of land an<l to employers in the city, was 
farther aggravated by the increased cost and difficulty of import 
from Eubrea. Provisions an<l cattle from that islan<l had previ
ously come over land from Oropus, but as that roa<l was com
pletely stopped by the garrison of Dekeleia, they were now of 
necessity sent round Cape Sunium by sea ; a transit more cir
cuitous and expensive, besides being open to attack from the 
enemy's privateers.I In the midst of such heavy privations, the 
demands on citizens and metics for military duty were multiplied 
beyond measure. The presence of the enemy at Dekeleia 
forced them to keep watch day and night throughout their long 
extent of wall, comprising both Athens and Peirmus: in the 
daytime the hoplites of the city relieved each other on guard, but 
at night, nearly all of them were either on the battlements or at 
the various military stations in the city. Instead of a city, in 
fact, Athens was re<luced to the condition of something like a 
military post.2 l\Ioreover, the rich citizens of the state, who 

1 Thucyd. viii, 4. About the extensh·e ruin caused by the Lacedremo
nians to the olive-grounds in Attica, see Lysias, Or. vii, De Olea SacrS, 
sects.6, 7. 

An inscription preserved in l\I. Boeckh's Corp. Inscr. (part ii, No. 93, p. 
132), gives some hint how landlords and tenants met this inevitable damage 
from the hands of the invaders. The dcme .LExoneis lets a farm to a cer
tain tenant for forty years, at a fixccl rent of one hundred and forty 
drachmre; but if an invading enemy shall drive him out or injure his farm, 
the dcme is to receive one half of the year's produce, in place of the year's 
rent. 2 Thucyd. vii, 28, 29. 
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served as horsemen, shared in the general hardship; being called 
on for daily duty in order to restrain at least, since they could 
not entirely prevent, the excursions of the garrison of Dckclcia: 
their efficiency was, however, soon impaired by the laming of 
their horses on the hard and stony soil.I 

Besides the personal efforts of the citizens, such exigencies 
pressed heavily on the financial resources of the state. Already 
the immense expense incurred in fitting out the two large arma
ments for Sicily, had exhausted all the accumulations laid by in 
the treasury during the interval since the Peace of Nikias; so 
that the attacks from Dckeleia, not only imposing heavy addi
tional cost, but at the 1mme time cutting up the means of paying, 
brougllt the finances of Athens into positive embarrassment. 
"With the view of increasing her revenues, she altered the prin
ciple on which her subject-allies had hitherto been assessed: 
instead of a fixed sum of annual tribute, she now required from 
them payment of a duty of five per cent. on all imports and 
exports by sea.2 How this new principle of assessment worked, 
we have unfortunately no information. To collect the duty and 
take precautions against evasion, an Athenian custom-house 
officer must have been required in each allied city. Yet it is 
difficult to understand how Athens could have enforced a system 
at once novel, extensive, vexatious, and more burdensome to the 
payers, when we come to see how much her hold over those 
payers, as well as her naval force, became enfeebled, before the 
close even of the actual ycar.3 

1 Thucyd. vii, 27. 2 Thuryd. vii, 28. 
3 Upon this new assessment on the allies, determined by the Athenians, 

Mr. Mitford remarks as follows: 
"Thus light, in comparison of what we have laill upon ourselves, was 

· the heaviest tax, as far as we learn from history, at that time known in the 
world. Yet it caused much discontent among the dependent common
wealths; the arbitrary power by which it was imposed being indeed reason
ably execrated, though the burden itself was comparatively a nothing." 

This admission is not easily reconciled with the frequent invectives in 
which Mr. Mitford indulges against the empire of Athens, as practising a 
system of extortion and oppression ruinous to the suhject-allies. 

I do not know, however, on what authority he affirms that this was "the 
heaviest tax then known in the world ; " and that "it caused much discon
tent among the suhject commonwealths." The latter assertion would 
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Iler impoverished finances also compelled her to dismiss a 
body of Thracian mercenaries, whose aid would have been very 
useful against the enemy at Dckeleia. These Thracian peitasts, 
thirteen hundred in number, had been hired at a drachma per day 
each man, to go with Demosthenes to Syracuse, but had not 
reached Athens in time. As soon as they came thither, the Athe
nians placed them under the command of Diitrephes, to conduct 
them back to their native country, with instructions to do damage 
to the Bceotians, as opportnnity might occur, in his way through 
the Euripus. Accordingly, Diitrephes, putting them on shipboard, 
sailed round Sunium and northward along the eastern coast of 
Attica. After a short disembarkation near Tanagra, he passed on to 
Chalkis in Eubrea in the narrowest part of the strait, from whence 
he crossed in the night to the Breotian coast opposite, and marched 
up some distance from the sea to the neighborhood of the Bceo
tian town J\Iykalessus. Ile arrived here unseen, lay in wait 
near a temple of Hermes about two miles distant, and fell upon 
the town unexpectedly at break of <lay. To the Uykalessians, 
dwelling in the centre of Bceotia, not far from Thebes, and at a 
considerable dLstance from the sea, such an assault was not less 
unexpected than formidable. Their fortifications were feeble, in 
some parts low, in other parts even tumbling down ; nor had 
they even taken the precaution to close their gates at night: so 
that the barbarians under Diitrephes, entering the town without 
the smallest difficulty, began at once the work of pillage and 
destruction. The scene which followed was something alike novel 
and revolting to Grecian eyes. J\ot only were all the houses 
and even the temples plun<lered, but the Thracians farther man
ifested that raging thirst for blood which seemed inherent in their 
race. They slew every living thing that came in their way ; 
men, women, children, horses, cattle, etc. They burst into a 
school, wherein many boys had just been assembled, and masa

indce<l be sufficiently probable, if it be true that the tax ever came into 
operation; but we arc not entitled to affirm it. 

Considering how very soon the terrible misfortunes of Athens came on, 
I cannot but think it a matter of uncertainty whether the new assessment 
ever became a reality throughout the Athenian empire. ·And the fact that 
Thucydides docs not notice it as an additional cause of discontent among 
the allies, is one reason for such doubts. 
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cred them all. This scene of blood~hed, committed by barbarians 
who had not been seen in Greece since the days of Xerxes, was 
recounted with horror and sympathy throughout all Grecian 
communities, though l\Iykalessus was in itself a town of second
rate or third-rate magnitude.I 

The succor brought from Thebes, by Mykalessian fugitives, 
arrived unhappily only in time to avenge, but not to save, the 
inhabitants. The Thracians were already retiring with the booty 
which they coultl carry away, when the breotarch Skirphondas 
overtook them, both with cavalry and hoplites, after having put 
to death some greedy plunderers who tarried too long in the 
town. He compelled them to relinquish most of their booty, and 
pursued them to the sea-shore; not without a brave resistance 
from these peltasts, who hatl a peculiar way of fighting which 
disconcerted the Thebans. But when they arrived at the sea
shore, the Athenian ships did not think it safe to approach very 
close, so that not less than two hundred and fifty. Thracians were 
slain before they coultl get aboartl ;2 and the Athenian com
mander, Diitrephes was so severely wounded that he dietl shortly 
afterwards. The rest pursuetl their voyage homewartl. 

Meanwhile, the important station of Naupaktus and the mouth 
of the Corinthian gulf again became the theatre of naval encoun
ter. It will be recollected that this was the scene of the memo
rable victories gained by the Athenian admiral Phormion in the 
second ye.ar of the Peloponnesian war,3 wherein the nautical 
superiority of Athens over her enemies, as to ships, crews, and 
admiral, had been so transcendently manifested. In that respect 
matters had now considerably changed. ·while the navy of Athens 
had fallen off since the days of Phormion, that of her enemy 

· liad improved: Ariston, and other skilful Corinthian steersmen; 

1 Thucyd. vii, 29, 30, 31. I conceive that 0V<r11 o v µt)'UAfJ is the right 
reading. and not oiiav µeyul,r;1, in reference to Myka1C;sus. The words w; 
l:7r~ µeyifhi, in c. 31, refer to the size of the city. · 

The reading is, however, disputed among critics. It is evident from the 
language of Thucydides that the catastrophe at Myka!essus made a pro
found impression throughout Greece. 

• Thucyd. vii, 30 ; Pausanias, i, 23, 3. Compare Meineke, ad .Aris
tophanis Fragment. "Hpuer, vol. ii, p. 1069. 

See above, vol. vi, ch. xlix, p. 196, of this History. 8 
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not attempting to copy Athenil}n tactics, had studied the best mode 
of coping with them, and had modified the build of their own 
triremes accordingly,1 at Corinth as well as· at Syracuse. Seven
teen years before, Phormion with eighteen Athenian triremes 
would have thought himself a full match for twenty-five Corin
thian ; but the Athenian admiral of this year, Konon, also a per
fectly brave man, now judged so differently, that he constrained 
Demosthenes and Eurymedon to reinforce his eighteen triremes 
with ten others,- out of the best of their fleet, at a time when 
they had certainly none to spare, - on the ground that the 
Corinthian fleet opposite, of twenty-five sail, was about to assume 
the offensive against him.2 

Soon afterwards Diphilus came to supersede Konon, with some 
fresh ships from Athens, which made the total number of tri
remes thirty-three. The Corinthian fleet, reinforced so as to be 
nearly of the same number, took up a station on the coast of Achaia 
opposite Naupaktus, at a spot called Erineus, in the territory of 
Rhypes. They ranged themselves across the mouth of a little 
indentation of the coast, or bay, in the shape of a crescent, with 
two projecting promontories as horns: each of these promon
tories was occupied by a friendly land-force, thus supporting the 
line of triremes at both flanks. ,This was a position which did 
not permit the Athenians to sail through the line, or manceuvre 
round it and in the rear of it. Accordingly, when the fleet of 
Diphilus came across from Naupaktus, it remained for some time 
close in front of the Corinthians, neither party venturing to attack ; 
for the straightforward collision was destructive to the Athe
nian ships with their sharp, but ligl1t and feeble beaks, while it was 
favorable to the solid bows and thick eputids, or ear-projections, 
of the Corinthian trireme. After considerable delay, the Corin
thians at length began the attack on their side, yet not advancing 
far enough out to sea to admit of the manccuvring and evolutions 
of the Athenians. The battle lasted some time, terminating with 
no decisive advantage to either party. Three Corinthian tri
remes were completely disabled, though the crews of all escaped 
by swimming to their friends ashore : on the Athenian side, not 

1 Sec the preceding chapter. 
• 'fhucyd. vii, 31. Compare the language of Phormion, ii, 88, 89. 
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one trireme became absolutely water-logged, but seven were so 
much damaged, by straightforward collision with the stronger bows 
of the enemy, that they became almost useless after they got 
back to Naupaktus. The Athenians had so far the advantage, 
that they maintained their station, while the Corinthians did not 
venture to renew the fight: moreover, both the wind and the cur
rent set towards the northern shore, so that the floating fragments 
and dead bodies came into possession of the Athenians. Each party 
thought itself entitled to erect a trophy, but the real feeling of 
victory lay on the side of Corinth, and that of defeat on the side 
of Athens. The reputed maritime superiority of the latter was 
felt by both parties to have sustained a diminution ; a~d such 
assuredly would have been the impression of Phormion, had he 
been alive to witness it.I 

This battle appears to have taken place, so far as we can make 
out, a short time before the arrival of Demosthenes at Syracuse, 
about the close of the month of l\Iay. \Ve cannot doubt that 
the Athenians most anxiously expected news from that officer, 
with some account of Yictories obta.ined in Sicily, to console them 
for having sent him away at a moment when his services were so 
cruelly wanted at home. Perhaps they may even have indulged 
hopes of the near capture of Syracuse, as a means of restoring 
their crippled finances. Their disappointment would be all the 
more bitter when they came to receive, towards the end of June 
or beginning of July, despatches announcing the capital defeat of 
Demosthenes in his attempt upon Epipol::e, and the consequent 
extinction of all hope that Syracuse could ever be taken. After 
these despatches, we may perhaps doubt whether any others sub
sequently reached Athens. The generals would not write home 
during the month of indecision immediately succeeding, when 
Demosthenes was pressing for retreat, and Nikias resisting it. 
They might possibly, however, write immediately on taking their 
resolution to retreat, at the time when they sent to Katana to for
bid farther supplies of provisions, but this was the last practica
ble opportunity; for closely afterwards followell their naval defeat, 
and the blocking up of the mouth of the Great Harbor. The 
mere absence of intelligence would satisfy the Athenians that their 

1 Thueyd. vii, 34. 
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affairs in Sicily were proceeding badly; but the closing series of 
calamities, down to the final catastrophe, would only come to their 
knowledge indirectly; partly through the triumphant despatches 
transmitted from Syracuse to Sparta, Corinth, and Thebes, partly 
through individual soldiers of their own armament who escaped. 

According to the tale of Plutarch, the news was first made 
, known at Athens through a stranger, who, arriving at Peir::eus, 

went into a barber's shop and began to converse about it, as upon 
a theme which must of course be uppermost in every one's mind. 

The astonished barber, hearing for the first time such fearful 
tidings~ ran up to Athens to communicate it to the archons as well 
as to the public in the market-place. The public assembly being 
forthwith convoked, he was brought before it, and called upon to 
produce his authority, which he was unable to do, as the stranger 
had disappeared. He was consequently treated as a fabricator 
of uncertified rumors for the disturbance of the public tranquillity, 
and even put to the torture.I Jlow much of this improbable tale 
may be true, we cannot determine; but we may easily believe 
that neutrals, passing from Corinth or 1.Iegara to Peir::eus, were 
the earliest communicants of the misfortunes of Nikias and De
mosthenes in Sicily during the months of July and August. 
Presently came individual soldiers of the armament, who liad 
got away from the defeat and found a passage home; so that the 
bad news was bnt too fully confirmed. But the Athenians were 
long before they could bri11g themselves to believe, even upon 
the testimony of these fugitives, how entire had been the destruc
tion of their two splendid armaments, without even a feeble rem
nant left to console them.2 

As soon as t11e full extent of their loss was at length forced upon 
their convictions, the city presented a scene of the deepest afflic
tion, dismay, and terror. Over and above the extent of private 
mourning, from the loss of friends and relatives, which overspread 
nearly the whole city, there prevailed utter despair as to the 
public safety. Not merely was the empire of Athens apparently 
lost, but Athens herself seemed utterly defenceless. Iler treasury 
was empty, her docks nearly destitute of triremes, the flower of 

1 Plutarch, Nikias, c. 30. He gives the story without much confidence, 
'Affrrvafov> oi t/> au t, etc. • Thucyd. viii, 1. 
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her 1oplites as well as of her seamen had perished in Sicily 
without leaving their like behind, and her maritime reputation 
was irretrievably damaged; while her enemies, on the contrary, 
animated by feelings of exuberant confidence and triumph, were
farther strengthened by the accession of their new Sicilian allies. 
In these melancholy months -October, November, 413 B.c. - the 
Athenians expected nothing less than a vigorous attack, both by 
land and sea, from the Peloponnesian and Sicilian forces united, 
with the aid of their own revolted allies, an attack which they 
knew themselves to be in no condition to repel.I 

Amidst so gloomy a prospect, without one ray of hope to cheer 
them on any side, it was but poor satisfaction to vent their dis
pleasure on the chief speakers who had recommended their recent 
disastrous expedition, or on those prophets and reporters of 
oracles who had promised them the divine blessing upon it.2 

1 Thucyd. viii, I. ITavra oe 'lravraxo&ev avrovr t/.fnrei, etc. 
2 Thucyd. viii, I. 'ErrflO~ oi: eyvwGav, xal,f'lr02 µev ~Gav TOl(' ~vµr.po&v

µ1}{}fliJL TO!V P7JTOPCJV TOV f/('JrAOVV, WlJ'lrep OVIC avroi t/J1J¢tGaµevot, 
etc. 

From these l1itter words, it would seem that Thucydides considered the 
Athenians, after having adopted the expedition by their votes, to have 
debarred themselves from the right of complaining of those speakers who 
had stood forward prominently to advise the step. I do not at all concur 
in his opinion. The adviser of any important measure always makes him
self morally responsible for its justice, usefulness, and practicability ; and 
he very properly incurs disgrace, more or less according to the case, if it 
turns out to present results totally contrary to those which he had predicted. 
"\Ve know that the Athenian law often imposed upon the mover of a propo
sition not merely moral, but even legal, responsibility; a regulation of doubt
ful propriety under other circumstances, but which I believe to have been 
useful at Athens. 

It must be admitted, however, to have been hard upon the advisers of 
this expedition, that-from the total destruction of the armament, neither 
gcnemls nor soldiers returning - they were not enabled to show how much 
of the ruin had arisen from fanlts in the execution, not in the plan con
ceived. The speaker in the Oration of Lysjns - 'lrtpl 01)µtfot·wr rov Nudov 
uod¢ov (Or. xviii, sect. 2)-attcmpts to transfer the blame from Nikias 
upon the ad,·isers of the expedition, a manifest injustice. 

Demosthenes (in the Oration De Corona, c. 73) gives an emphatic and 
noble statement of the responsibility which he cheerfully accepts for himself 
as a political speaker and adviser; responsibility for seeing the beginnings 
and understanding the premonitory signs of coming events, and giving his 
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After this first burst both of grief and anger, however, they began 
gradually to look their actual situation in the face ; and the more 
energetic speakers would doubtless administer the salutary lesson 
of reminding them how much had been achieved by their fore
fathers, sixty-seven years before, when the approach of Xerxes 
threatened them with danger;; not less overwhelming. Under 
the peril of the moment, the energy of despair revived in their 
bosoms; they resolved to get together, as speedily as they could, 
both ships and money, - to keep watch over their allies, espe
cially Eubrea, - and to defend themselves to the last. A Board 
of ten elderly men, under the title of Probf1li, was named to 
review the expenditure, to suggest all practicable economies, and 
propose for the future such measures as occasion might seem to 
require. The propositions of these problili were for the most 
part adopted, with a degree of unanimity and promptitude rarely 
seen in an Athenian assembly, springing out of that pressure and 
alarm of the moment which sile~ced all criticism.l Among other 
economies, the Athenians abridged the costly splendor of their 
choric and liturgic ceremonies at home, and brought back the 
recent garrison which they had established on the Laconian 
coast; they at the same time collected timber, commenced the 
construction of new ships, and fortified Cape Sunium, in order 
to protect their numerous transport ships in the passage from 
Eubrea to Peirreus.2 

countrymen warning beforehand: lOtiv Ta rrpuyµara up;r6µeva 1<.at rrpoaun'Jfo
-&at Kat rrpoetrreiv Toti: uJ.Aoti:. This is the just view of the subject; and, 
applying the measure proposed by Demosthenes, "the Athenians had ample 
ground to be displeased with their orators. 

1 Thucyd. viii, 1. 'TrUVTa oe rrpili: TO rrapa;rpi//ta rreptoel:i;, 15rrep </JlAel oijµoc 
rroteiv, froiµot ~aav evra1<reiv; compare Xenoph. Mem. iii, 51 5. 

2 Thucyd. viii, 1-4. About the functions of this Board of Problili, mueh 
has been saicl for which there is no wammt in Thucydides : Twv Ti: KaTa 
Tljv 1rOALV TL ft; evreAetav <rw'f>povfoat, Kat up;r~v Ttva rrpea/Jvrepwv uvopwv 
lAia-&at, OlTLVEt; rrtpt TWV rrapov;wv iii; av Katpiit; !) rrpo(3ovAtV<JOV<Jl. IIuvra 
Oe rrpoc TO rrapa;rpi/µa rrepulei:t;, ifa:ep </Jlt.et oijµoi: rroteiv, froiµot naav tVTaK
'TEtV. 

Upon which Dr. Arnold remarks: "That is, no measure was to be sub
mitted to the people, till it had first been approved by this council of 
elders." And such is the general view of the commentators. 

No such meaning as this, however, is necessarily contained in the word 
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While Athens was thus struggling to make head against her 
misfortunes, all the rest of Greece was full of excitement and 
aggressive scheming against her. So vast an event as the 
destruction of this great armament had never happened since the 
expedition of Xerxes against Greece. It not only roused the 
most distant cities of the Grecian world, but also the Persian 
satraps and the court of Susa. It stimulated the enemies of 
Athens to redoubled activity ; it emboldened her subject-allies to 
revolt; it pushed the neutral states, who all feared what she 
would have done if successful against Syracuse, now to declare 
war against her, and put the finishing sJroke to her power as 
well as to her ambition. All of them, enemies, subjects, and 
neutrals, alike believed that the doom of Athens was sealed, and 

ITp6{3ovAot. It is, indeed, conceivable that persons so denominated might 
be invested with such a control; but we cannot infer it, or affirm it, simply 
from the name. Nor will the passages in Aristotle's Politics, wherein the 
word ITpof3ov/,ot occurs, authorize any' inference with respect to this Board 
in the special case of Athens (Aristotel. Politic. iv, l l, 9; iv, 121 8; vi, 5, 
10-13). 

The Board only seems to have lasted for a short time at Athens, being 
named for a temporary purpose, at a moment of peculiar pressure and dis
couragement. During such a state of feeling, there was little necessity for 
throwing additional obstacles in the way of new propositions to be made 
to the people. It was rather of importance to encournge the snggestion of 
new measures, from men of sense and experience. A Board destined 
merely for control and hindrance, would have been mi.>chievous instead of 
useful under the reigning melancholy at Athens. 

The Board was doubtless merged in the Oligarchy of Four Hundred, 
like all the other magistracies of the state, and was not reconstituted after 
their deposition. 

I cannot think it admissible to draw inferences as to the functions of this 
Board of Probuli now constituted, from the proceedings of the l'robMus in 
Aristophanis Lysistrata, as is done by \Vachsmuth (llellenische Alterthum
skunde, i, 2, p. 198), and by \Vattenbach (De Quadringcntorum Athenis 
Factione, pp. 17-21, Berlin 1842). 

Schumann (Ant. Jur. Pub. Grrecor. v, xii, p. 181) says of these ITpof3ovi.ot: 
"Vidctur autcm eorum potestas fcre annna fuisse." I do not distinctly 
understand what he means by these words ; whether he means that the 
Board continued permanent, but that the members were annually changed. 
If this be his meaning, I dissent from it. I think that the Board lasted 
until the time of the Four lfoudred, which would be about a year and a 
half after its first institution. 

http:ITpof3ovi.ot
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that the coming spring would see her captured. Earlier than 
the ensuing spring, the Lacedremonians did not feel disposed to 
act; but they sent round their instructions to the allies for opera
tions both by land and sea to be then commenced ; all these allies 
being prepared to do their best, in hopes that this effort would be 
the last required from them, and the most richly rewarded. A 
fleet of one hundred triremes was directed to be prepared against 
the spring; fifty of these being imposed in equal proportion on 
the Lacedremonians themselves and the Boootians; fifteen on 
Corinth ; fifteen on the Phocians and Lokrians ; ten on the 
Arcadians, with Pellene and Sikyon ; ten on 1\Iegara, Troozen, 
Epidaurus, and Hermione. It seems to have been considered 
that these ships might be built and launched during the interval 
between September and J\Iarch.I The same large hopes, which 
had worked upon men's minds at the beginning of the war, were 
now again rifo in the bosoms of the Peloponnesians ;2 the rather 
as that powerful force from Sicily, which they had then been 
disappointed in obtaining, might now be anticipated with tolerable 
assurance as really forthcoming.3 

From the smaller allies, contributions in money were exacted 
for the intended fleet by Agis, who moved about during this 
autumn with a portion of tl1e garrison· of Dekeleia. In the 
course of Lis circuit, he vi~ite<l the town of Ilerakleia, near the 
J\Ialiac gulf, and levied large contributions on the neighboring 
CEtmans, in reprisal for the plunder which they had taken from 
that town, as well as from the Phthi?t Achmans and other sub
jects of the Thessalians, though the latter vainly entered their 
protest against his proceedings.4 

It was during the march of Agis through Boootia that the 
inhabitants of Eubcca- probably of Chalkis and Eretria- ap
plied to him, entreating hid aid to enable them to revolt from 
Athens; which he readily promised, sending for Alkamenes at 
the head of three hundred Neotlamode hoplites from Sparta, to 

1 Thn~y(l. viii, 2, 3. AaiwJaiµuvwi <'it· riiv r.pocrra;iv rai> 'lroArcriv lKarov 
vec:1v. T ii> v av 1r7/ y i a> trrowvvro, etc.; compare also c. 4-1rapecr1<evu;ovro 
r~v v av rr 7/ y i av, etc . 

• Thucyd. viii, 5. UV7WV ovoi!v ult.ft.o ~ iJJcrrrep &pxoµ€vwv tv KaTaO"KtVi/ TOV 

1ro/..€µov : com pare ii, 7. 
'Thucyd. viii, 2: compare ii, 7 ; iii, 86. • Thucyd. viii, 3. 
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be despatched across to the island as liarmost. Having a force 
permanently at his disposal, with full liLcrty of military action, 
the Spartan king at Dekeleia was more influential even than the 
authorities at home, so that the disaffcctecl allies of Athens ad
clressed themselves in preference to him. It was not long before 
envoys from Lesbos visitecl him for this purpose. So powerfully 
was their claim enforcecl Ly the Bmotians (their kinsmen of the 
.lEolic race), who engaged to furnish ten triremes for their aid, 
providecl Agis woulcl send ten others, that he was inducecl to 
1iostpone his promise to the Euba:ans, and to direct Alkamenea 
us harmost to Lesbos instead of Eubma,2 without at all consulting 
the authorities at Sparta. 

The threatened revolt of Lesbos ancl Eubma, especially the 
latter, was a vital blow to the empire of Athens. Dut this was 
not the worst. At the same time that these two islands were 
negotiating with Agis, envoys from Chios, the first and most pow
erful of all Athenian allies, had gone to Sparta for the same 
purpose. The government of Chios, - an oligarchy, but dis
tinguished for its prudent management ancl caution in avoiding 
risks, - considering Athens to be now on the verge of ruin, even 
in the estimation of the Athenians themselves, thought itself safe, 
together with the opposite city of Erythrm, in taking measures 
for achieving independence.2 

Besides these three great allies, whose example in revolting 
was sure to be followed by others, Athens was now on the point 
of being assailed by other enemies yet more unexpected, the two 
Persian satraps of the Asiatic seaboard, Tissaphernes and Phar
nalmzus. No sooner was the Athenian catastrophe in Sicily 
known at the court of Susa, than the Great King claimed from 
these two satraps the tribute due from the Asiatic Greeks on the 
coast; for which they hacl always stood enrolled in the tribute 
records, though it had never been actually levied since the com
plete establishment of the Athenian empire. The only way to 
realize this tribute, for which the satraps were thus made debtors, 
was to detach the towns from Athens, and break up her empire ;3 

Thucyd. viii, 5. 2 Thucyd. viii, 7-24. 
3 Thucyd. viii, 5. ''X'11'il .Baat'U:(,)r yilp v e (,)ad lrvyxave 11'mpayµtvor 

(Tissaphernes) Tovr .Et< rljr tavrov apxljr <f>opovr, oiJr ot' 'A-&i1vafovr U11'0 TWV 
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for which purpose Tissaphernes sent an envoy to Sparta, in con
junction with those of the Chians and Erythru:ans. Ile invited 
the Lacedxmonians to conclude an alliance with the Great King, 
for joint operations against the Athenian empire in Asia; promis
ing to furnish pay and maintenance for any forces which they 
might send, at the rate of one drachma per <lay for each man of 
the ship's crews.I He farther hoped by means of this aid to 
reduce Amorges the rernlted son of the late satrap Pissuthnes, 
who was established in the strong maritime town of Iasus, with 
a Grecian mercenary force and a considerable treasure, and was 
in alliance with Athens. The Great King had sent down a 
peremptory mandate, that Amorges should be either brought 
prisoner to Susa or slain. 

At the same moment, though without any concert, there arrived 
at Sparta Kalligeitus and Timagoras, two Grecian exiles in the 
service of Pharnabazus, bringing propositions of a similar charac
ter from that rntrap, whose· govermncnt2 comprehended the coast 
lands north of .lEolis, from the Euxine and Propontis, to the 
northeast corner of the Ehcatic gulf. Eager to have the assist
ance of a Lacedxmonian fleet in order to detach the Hellespon
tine Greeks from Athens, and realize the tribute required by the 
court of Susa, Pharnabazus was at the same time desirous of 
forestalling Tissapherncs as the medium of alliance between 
Sparta and the Great King. The two missions having thus ar
rived simultaneously at Sparta, a strong competition arose between 
them, one striving to attract the projected expedition to Chios, 
the other to the Hellespont ;3 for which latter purpose, Kalligeitus 

'EA.A.17viowv m5A.wv ov ovvuµevor: rrp«auea-Bat lrrw¢etA.17ae. Tovr: Te ovv ¢6povr; 
µiiA.A.ov lvoµt'e Koµula{)at KaKwaar; rovr: 'A{)17vaiovr:, etc. 

I have already discussed this important passage at some length, in its 
bearing upon the treaty concluded thirty-seven years before this time be
tween Athens and Persia. See the note to volume v, chap. xlv, pp. 337-339, 
of this History. 

1 Thucyd. viii, 29. Kat µ17vor: µev rpo¢~v, .:Ju rr e p v rr i a r 17 l v r y 
Aa" e cl' a i µ o v t, tr: opa;r,n~v 'Arrn<~v huar<p rruaatr; ralr; vavac &iMwKe, roii 
oe AOl'TrOV ;rpuvov 1(3ovA.ero rptw13oA.ov d'toovai, etc. 

2 The satrapy of Tissapherncs extended as far north as Antandrus and 
.Adramyttium (Tlmcyd. viii, 108). 

3 Thucyd. viii, 6. 
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l1ad brougnt twenty-five talents, which he tendered as a first 
payment in part. 

From all quarters, new enemies were thus springing up against 
Athens in the hour of her distress, and. the Lacedmmonians had 
only to choose which they would prefer; a choice in which they 
were much guided by the exile Alkibiades. It so happened that 
his family friend Endius was at this moment one of the board of 
ephors; while his personal enemy king Agis, with whose wife 
Timma he carried on an intrigue,! was absent in command at 
Dekcleia. Knowing well the great power an<l importance of 
Chios, Alkibiades strenuously exhorted the Spartan authorities to 
devote their first attention to that island. A perimkus named 
Phrynis, being sent thither to examine whether the resources 
alleged by the envoys were really forthcoming, brought back a 
satisfactory report, that the Chian fleet was not less than sixty 
triremes strong: upon which the Lacedmmonians concluded an 
alliance with Chios an<l Erythrm, engaging to send a fleet of forty 
sail to their ai<l. Ten of' these triremes, now ready in the Lace
dmmonian ports - probably at Gythium - were directed imme
diately to sail to Chios, under the admiral 1\Iclanchridas. It seems 
to have been now midwinter; but Alkibiades, and still more the 
Chian envoys, insiste<l on the necessity of prompt action, for fear 
that the Athenians should detect the intrigue. However, an earth
quake just then intervening, was construed by the Spartans as 
an index of divine displeasure, so that they woul<l not persi~t in 
sending either the same commander or the same ships. Chalki
deus was named to supersede 1\Ielanchi'idas, while five new ships 
were directed to be equipped, so as to be ready to sail in the 
early spring along with the larger fleet from Corinth.2 

As soon as spring arrived, three Spartan commissioners were 
sent to Corinth- in compliance with the pressing instances of the 
Chian envoys - to transport across the isthmus from the Corin
thian to the Saronic gulf, the thirty-nine triremes now in the 
Corinthian port of Lechroum. It was at first proposed to send 
off all, at one and the same time, to Chios, even those which Agis 
had been equipping for the assistance of Lesbos; although Kalli

1 Thucyd. viii, 6-12; Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 23, 24; Cornelius Nepos, 
Alkibiad. c. 3. 2 Thucyd. viii, 6. 
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gcitus declined any concern with ChioR, and refused to contribute 
for this purpose any of the money which he had brought. A 
general synod of deputies from the allies was held at. Corinth, 
wherein it was determined, with the concurrence of Agi~, to 
despatch the fleet first to Chios, under Chalkidcus; next, to Les
bos, under Alkamenes; lastly, to the Hellespont, under Klear
chus. But it was judged expedient to divide the fleet, and bring 
across twenty-one triremes out of the thirty-nine, so as to distract 
the attention of Athens, and divide her means of resistance. So 
low was the estimate formed of these means, that the Laceclm
monians did not scruple to despatch their expedition openly from 
the Saronic gulf, where the Athenians would have full knowledge 
both of its numbers and of its movements.I 

Hardly had the twenty-one trircme.s, however, been brought 
across to Kenchrere, when a fresh delay arose to obstruct their 
departure. The Isthmian festival, celebrated every alternate 
year, and kept especially holy by the Corinthians, was just 
approaching; nor would they consent to begin any military oper
ations until it was concluded, though Agis tried to elude their 
scruples by offering to adopt the intended expedition as his own. 
It was during the delay which thus ensued that the Athenians 
were first led to conceive suspicions about Chios, whither they 
despatched Aristokrates, one of the generals of the year. The 
Chian authorities strenuously denied all projects of revolt, and 
being required by Aristokrates to furnish some evidence of their 
good faith, sent back along with him seven triremes to the aid of 
Athens. It was much against their own will that they were 
compelled thus to act; but they knew that the Chian people were 
in general averse to the idea of revolting from Athens, nor did 
they feel confidence enough to proclaim their secret designs with
out some manifestation of support from Peloponnesus, which had 
been so much delayed that they knew not when it would arrive. 
Tlie Athenians, in their present state of weakness, perhaps 
thought it prudent to accept insufficient assurances, for fear of 
driving this powerful island to open revolt. But during the Isth
mian festival, to which they were invited along with other Greeks, 
they discovered farther evidences of the plot which was going 

1 Thucyd. viii, 8. 
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on, and resolved to keep strict watch on the motions of the fleet 
now assembled at Kenchrem, suspecting that this squadron was 
intended to second the revolting party in Chios.J 

Shortly after the Isthmian fcstival,,the squadron actually start
. ed from Kenchrem to Chios, under Alkamenes ; but an equal 
number of Athenian ships watched them as they sailed along the 
shore, and tried to tempt them farther out to sea, with a view to 
fight them. Alkamenes, however, desirous of avoiding a battle, 
thought it best to return back ; upon which the Athenians also 
returned to Peirmus, mistrusting the fidelity of the seven Chian 
triremes which formed part of their fleet. Reappearing presently 
with a larger squadron of thirty-seven triremes, they pursued 
Alkamenes, who had again begun his voyage along the shore 
southward, and attacked him near the uninhabited harbor called 
Peirmum, on the frontiers of Corinth and Epidaurus. They 
here gained a victory, captured one of his ships, and damaged or 
disabled most of the remainder. Alkamenes himself was slain, 
and the ships were run ashore, where on the morrow the Pelo-

Thucyd. Yiii, 10. 'Ev oe TOVT<t> TU 'foi'fµia tyivero· Kai ol 'Ai'frivaiot 
(frrriyyii.i'friuav yap) tfJewpoVV tr avdt' Kai KaTU01JAa µii.AAOJI avroir Ta TWV 
Xiwv e'/Javri. , 

The langw1ge of Thucydides in this passage deserves notice. The .Athe
nians were now at enmity with Corinth: it was therefore remarkable, ancl 
contrary to what would be expected among Greeks, that they should be 
present with their theory, or solemn sacrifice, at the Isthmian festival. Ac
cordingly Thucydides, when he mentions that they went thither, thinks it 
right to add the explanation -t rr ri y y i II. i'f 7/ u av y il r - "for they hacl 
heen invited ;" " for the fcsti val trncc had been formally signifiecl to them." 
That the heralds who proclaimed the truce should come and proclaim it to 
a state in hostility with Corinth, was something unusual, and meritecl 
special notice : otherwise, Thucyclides would never have thought it worth 
while to mention the proclamation, it being the uniform practice. 

·we must recollect that this was the first Isthmian festival which hacl 
taken place since the resumption of the war between Athens ancl the Pcl
oponnesian alliance. The habit of leaving out .Athens from the Corinthian 
herald's proclamation had not yet been renewecl. In regard to the Isth
mian festival, there was probably greater reluctance to leave her out, 
because that fostirnl was in its origin half .Athenian; said to have been 
established, or revived after inteiTuption, by Theseus ; and the Athenian 
theory enjoyed a rrpoeripia, or privileged place, at the games. (Plutarch, 
Theseus, c. 25; Argument. ad Pindar. Isthm. Schol.) 

yor,. vu. ~ 6* 24oc. 
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ponnesian land-force arrived in sufficient numbers to defend them. 
So inconvenient, however, was their station on this desert spot, 
that they at first determined to burn the vessels and depart. 
Nor was it without difficulty that they were induced, partly by, 
the instances of king Agis, to guard the ships until an opportu
nity could be found for eluding the blockading Athenian fleet; a 
part of which still kept watch off the shore, while the rest were 
stationed at a neighboring islet.I 

The Spartan ephors had directed Alkamenes, at the moment 
of his departure from Kenchrrea, to despatch a messenger to 
Sparta, in order that the five triremes under Chalkideus and 
Alkibiades might leave Laconia at the same moment. And these 
latter appear to have been actually under way, when a second 
messenger brought the news of the defeat and death of Alka
menes at Peirreum. Besides the discouragement arising from such 
a check at the outset of their plans against Ionia, the ephors 
thought it impossible to begin operations with so small a squad
ron as five triremes, so that the departure of Chalkideus was for 
the present countermanded. This resolution, perfectly natural to 
adopt, was only reversed at the strenuous instance of the Athe
nian exile Alkibiades, who urged them to permit Chalkideus and 
himself to start forthwith. SmaU as the squaclron was, yet as it 
would reach Chios before the defeat at Peirooum became public, 
it might be passed off as the precursor of the main fleet; while 
he (Alkibiades) pledged himself to procure the revolt of Chios 
and the other Ionic cities, through his personal connection with 
the leading men, who would repose confidence in his assurances 
of the helplessness of Athens, as well as of the thorough deter
mination of Sparta to stand by them. To these arguments, 
Alkibiades added an appeal to the personal vanity of Endius; 
whom he instigated to assume for himself the glory of liberating
Ionia as well as of first commencing the Persian alliance, instead 
of leaving this enterprise to king Agis.I 

By these arguments-assisted doubtless by his personal influ
ence, since his advice respecting Gylippus and respecting Deke
Ieia had turned out so successful-Alkibiades obtained the con
sent of the Spartan ephors, and sailed along with Chalkideus in 

1 Thucyd. viii, I I. • Thncyd. viii, I:.!. 
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the five triremes to Chios. Nothing less than his energy and 
ascendency could have extorted from men both dull and back
ward, a determination apparently so rash, yet, in spite of such 
appearance, admirably conceived, and of the highest importance. 
Had the Chians waited for the fleet now blocked up at Peiramm, 
their revolt would at least have been long delayed, and perhaps 
might not have occurred at all: the accomplishment of that revolt 
liy the little squadron of Alkibiades was the proximate cause of 
all the Spartan successes in Ionia, and was ultimately the means 
even of disengaging the fleet at Peir:eum, by distracting the 
attention of Athens. So well did this unprincipled exile, while 
playing the game of Sparta, know "·here to inflict the dangerous 
wounds upon his country! 

There was, indeed, little danger in crossing the ...i'Egean to 
Ionia, with ever so small a squadron; for Athens in her present 
destitute condition had no fleet there, and although Strombichi
des was detached with eight triremes from the blockading fleet 
off Peir:eum, to pursue Chalkideus and Alkibiades as soon as 
their departure was known, he was far behind them, and soon 
returned without success. To keep their voyage secret, they 
detained the boats and vessels which they ~let, and did not lib
erate them, until they reached Korykus in Asia l\Iinor, the 
mountainous land southward of Erythr:e. They were here 
visited by their leading partisans from Chios, who urged them 
to sail thither at once before their arrival could be proclaimed. 
Accordingly, they reached the town of Chios - on the eastern 
coast of the island, immediately opposite to Erythrre on the con
tinent- to the astonishment and dismay of every one, except 
the oligarchical plotters who had invited them. By the contriv
ance of these latter, the council was found just assembling, so 
that Alkibiades was admitted without delay, and invited to state 
his case. Suppressing all mention of the defeat at Pcir:eum, he 
represented his squadron as the foremost of a l;trge Laced<"Bmonian 
fleet actually at sea and approaching, and affirmed Athens to be 
now helpless by sea as well as by land, incapable of maintaining 
any farther hold upon her allies. Under these impressions, and 
while the population were yet under their first impulse of surprise 
and alarm, the oligarchical. council took the resolution of revolt
ing. The example was followed by Erythne, and soon after
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wards by Klazomenre, determined by three triremes from Chios. 
The Klazomenians had hitherto dwelt upon an islet close to the 
continent; on which latter, however, a portion of their town, 
called Polichne, was situated, which they now resolved, in 
anticipation of attack from Athens, to fortify as their main resi
dence. Doth the Chians and Erythrreans also actively employed 
themselves in fortifying their towns and preparing for war.I 

In reviewing this account of the revolt of Chios, we find oc
casion to repeat remarks alreacly suggested by previous revolts 
of other allies of Athens, - Lesbos, Akanthus, TorOne, l\Iende, 
Amphipolis, etc. Contrary to what is commonly intimated by 
historians, we may observe first, that Athens did not systemati
cally interfere to impose her own democratical government upon 
her allies; next, that the empire of Athens, though upheld mainly 
by an established belief in her superior force, was nevertheless 
by no means oclious, nor the proposition of revolting from her 
acceptable to the general population of her allies. She had at 
this moment no force in Ionia; and the oligarchical government 
of Chios, wishing to revolt, was only prevented from openly 
declaring its intention by the reluctance of its own population, 
a reluctance which it overcame partly by surprise arising from 
the sudden arrival of AlkiLiades and Chalkideus, partly by the 
fallacious assurance of a still greater Peloponnesian force ap
proaching.2 Nor would the Chian oligarchy themselves have 
determined to revolt, had they not been persuaded that such was 
now the safer course, inasmuch as Athens was now ruined, and 

1 Thucyd. viii, 14. 
2 Thucyd. viii, 9. Ainov o' lyivero r~r U7r0<1TOAi'i!: TWV vei:w, 0 l µ ev 

1rOAAOt TWV Xie.iv OVK eloorer ra rrpauu6µeva, ol o' oMyot 
~vvetoorer, TO re rrAi'ittor ov f1ov:<.6µevoi rrc.i TrOAeµtov e;retv, 
7rpiv Tl Kat lu:i;vpilv Aa(3c.iut, Kat TOV!;" IIeA01rOVV1/GloV!;" ov1dTL 7rpouoe;r6µevot 
f;;etv, OTl odrp1(3ov. 

Also viii, 14. 'O oe 'AAKt/3ta07J!;" Kat 0 XaAKlVevr •••••• 7rpo;vyyev6µevot 
rwv ;vµrrpauu6vrc.iv Xie.iv rtul, 1cat KEl,tvovrc.iv 1wrair:<.ezv µ'7 7rpoem6vrar l, 
TlJV TrOAtv, u<fitKVOVVTal aiipvirltot TOL!;" x:otr. Ka l 0 l µ ev '7r 0 ?, A 0 l iv 
f>avµart 1;uav 1rnl EKTrA~;et• rolr oe o:<.iyotr 7rape<1KeV· 
au r o /Jure (3ov?,~v re rv:i;tiv ;v:<.:<.eyoµev7Jv, ical yevoµivc.iv :<.aye.iv urro re 
roii 'AAKt{3taoov, wr u/,Aat re v~er Tro}.Aal 7rp0<1irACovut, Kat Ta 7rEpt T~~ TrO· 
AtopKla!;" rwv iv Iletpai't' vewv ov 07Jlcc.i<1aVTt.>V, u<fiforavrat Xlot, Kat avttt' 
'Epvtl-paiot, 'Att7Jvaic.iv. 
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lier power to protect, not less than her power to oppress, at an 
end.l The envoys of Tissaphernes had accompanied those of 
Chios to Sparta, so that the Chian government saw plainly that 
the misfortunes of Athens had only the effect of reviving the 
aggressions and pretensions of their former foreign master, against 
whom Athens had protected them for the last fifty years. \Ve 
may well doubt, therefore, whether this prudent government 
looked upon the change as on the whole advantageous. But they 
had no motive to stand by Athens in her misfortunes, and good 
policy seemed now to advise a timely union with Sparta as the 
preponderant force. The sentiment entertained towards Athens 
by her allies, as I have before observed, was more negative than 
positive. It was favorable rather than otherwise, in the minds 
of the general population, to whom she caused little actual hard
ship or oppression; but averse, to a certain extent, in the minds 
of their leading men, since she wounded their dignity, and 
offended that love of town autonomy which was instinctive in 
the Grecian political mind. 

The revolt of Chios, speedily proclaimed, filled every man at 
Athens with dismay. It was the most fearful symptom, as well 
as the heaviest aggravation, of their fallen condition ; especially 
as there was every reason to apprehend that the example of this 
first and greatest among the allies would be soon followed by the 
rest. The Athenians had no fleet or force even to attempt its 
reconquest : but they now felt the full importance of that reserve 
of one thousand talents, which Perikles had set aside in the first 
year of the war against the special emergency of a hostile fleet 
approaching Peir.:cus. The penalty of death had been decreed 
against any one who should propose to devote this fund to any 
other purpose; and, in spite of severe financial pressure, it had 
remained untouched for twenty years. Now, however, though 
the special contingency foreseen had not yet arisen, matters were 
come to such an extremity, that the only chance of saving the 
remaining empire was by the appropriation of this money. An 
unanimous vote was accordingly passed to abrogate the penal 
enactment, or standing order, against proposing any other mode 

1 See the remarkable passage of Thucyd. viii, 24, about the calculations 
of the Chian government. 
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of appropriation; after which the resolution was taken to devote 
this money to present necessities,! 

Ily means of this new fund, they were enabled to find pay and 
equipment for all the triremes ready or nearly ready in their 
harbor, and thus to spare a portion from their blockading fleet off 
Peirmum; out of "·hich Strombichides with his squadron of 
eight triremes W!lS despatched immediately to Ionia; followed, 
after a short interval, by Thrasykles, with twelve others. At 
the same time, the seven Chian triremes which also formed part 
of this fleet, were cleared of their crews; among whom such as 
were slaves were liberated, while the freemen were put in cus
tody. Ilesides fitting out an equal number of fresh ships to keep 
up the numbers of the blockading fleet, the Athenians worked 
with the utmost ardor to get ready thirty additional triremes. 
The extreme exigency of the situation, since Chios had revolted, 
was felt by every one : yet with all their efforts, the force which 
they were enabled to send was at first lamentably inadequate. 
Strombichides, arriving at Samos, and finding Chios, Erythrre, 
and Klazomenre already in revolt, reinforced his little squadron 
with one Samian trireme, and sailed to Teos,- on the continent, 
at the southern coast of that isthmus, of which Klazomenre is on 
the northern,- in hopes of preserving that place. nut he had 
not been long there when Chalkideus arrived from Chios with 
twenty-three triremes, all or mostly Chian; while the forces of 
Erythrre and Klazomenm approached by land. Strombichides 
was obliged to make a hasty flight back to Samos, vainly pursued 
by· the Chian fleet. Upon this evidence of Athenian weakness, 
and the superiority of the enemy, the Teians admitted into their 
town the land-force without; by the help of which, they now 
demolished the wall formerly built by Athens to protect the city 
against attack from the interior. Some of the troops of Tissa
phernes lending their aid in the demolition, the town was laid 
altogether open io the satrap; who, moreover, came himself 
shortly afterwards to complete the work.2 

Having themselves revolted from Athens, the Chian govern
ment were prompted by considerations of their own safety to insti
gate revolt in all other Athenian dependencies ; and Alkibiades 

1 Thucyd. viii, 15. • Tlrncyd. viii, 16. 
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now took advantage of their forwardness in the cause to make an 
attempt on Miletus. He was eager to acquire this important 
city, the first among all the continental allies of Athens, by his 
own resources and those of Chios, before the fleet could arriye 
from Peirmum; in order that the glory of the exploit might be 
insured to Endius, and not to Agis. Accordingly, he and Chal
ki<leus left Chios with a fleet of twenty-five triremes, twenty of 
them Chian, together with the five which they themselves had 
brought from Laconia: these last five had been remanned with 
Chian crews, the Peloponnesian crews having been armed as 
hoplites and left as garrison in the island. Conducting his voyage 
as secretly as possible, he was fortunate enough to pass unob
served by the Athenian station at Samos, where Strombichides 
had just been reinforced by Thrasykles with the twelve fresh 
triremes from the blockading fleet at Peirmum. Arriving at :Mi
letus, where he possessed established connections among the 
leading men, and had already laid his train, as at Chios, for 
revolt, Alkibiades prevailed on them to break with Athens forth
with: so that when Strombichides and Thrasykles, who came in 
pursuit the moment they learned his movements, approached, 
they found the port shut against them, and were forced to take 
up a station on the neighboring island of Lade. So anxious were 
the Chians for the success of Alkibiades in this enterprise, that 
they advanced with ten fresh triremes along the Asiatic coast as 
far as Anma, opposite to Samas, in order to hear the result and 
to render aid if required. A message from Chalkideus ap
prized them that he was master of l\Iiletus, and that Amorges, 
the Persian ally of Athens at lasus, was on his 'my at the 
head of an army; upon which they returned to Chios, but were 
unexpectedly seen in the way- off the temple of Zeus, between 
Lebedos and Kolophon -and pursued, by sixteen fresh ships 
just arrived from Athens, under the command of Diomedon. Of 
the ten Chian triremes, one found refuge at Ephesus, and five at 
Teos : the remaining four were obliged to run ashore and became 
prizes, though the crews all escaped. In spite of this check, how
ever, the Chians came out again with fresh ships and some land
forces, as soon as the Athenian fleet had gone back to Samos, and 
procured the revolt both of Lebedos and Erre from Athens.I 

1Thncyd.viii,17-19. 
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It was at l\filetus, immediately after the revolt, that the first 
treaty was concluded between Tissaphernes, on behalf of him
self and the Great King, and Clmlkideus, for Sparta and her 
allies. Probably the aid of Tissaphernes was considered neces
sary to maintain the town, when the Athenian fleet was watching 
it so closely on the neighboring island: at least it is difficult to 
explain otherwise an agreement so eminently dishonorable as 
well as disadvantageous to the Greeks: 

"The Lacedxmonians and their allies have concluded alliance 
with the Great King and Tissaphernes, on the following con
ditions: The king shall possess whatever territories and cities he 
himself had, or his predecessors had before him. The king, and 
the Lacedxmonians with their allies, shall jointly hinder the 
Athenians from deriving either money or other advantages from 
all those cities which have hitherto famished to them any such. 
They shall jointly carry on war against the -Athenians, and shall 
not renounce the war against them, except by joint consent. 
"Whoever shall revolt from the king, shall be treated as an enemy 
by the Lacedxmonians and their allies ; whoever shaU revolt 
from the Lacedxmonians, shall in like manner be treated as an 
enemy by the king." l 

As a first step to the execution of this treaty, l\Iiletus was 
handed over to Tissaphernes, who immediately caused a citadel to 
be erected and placed a garrison within it.2 If fully carried out, 
indeed, the terms of the treaty would have made the Great King 
master not only of all the Asiatic Greeks and all the islanders 
in the lEgean, but also of all Thessaly and Dmotia, and the full 
ground which had once been covered by Xerxes.3 Besides this 
monstrous stipulation, the treaty farther bound the Lacedxmo
nians to aid the king in keeping enslaved any Greeks who might 
be under his dominion. Nor did it, on the other hand, secure to 
them any pecuniary aid from him for the payment of their arnm
ment, which was their great motive for courting his alliance. "\Ve 
shall find the Laced::emonian authorities themselves hereafter 
refusing to ratify the treaty, on the ground of its exorbitant con
cessions. But it stands as a melancholy evidence of the new 

t Thucyd. viii, 18. 2 Thucyd. viii, 84-109. 
3 Tquryd. viii, 44. 
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source of mischief now opening upon the Asiatic and insular 
Greeks, the moment that the empire of Athens was broken up, 
the revived pretensions of their ancient lord ::rnd master; whom 
nothing had hitherto kept in check, for the last fifty years, except 
Athens, first as representative and executive agent, next as suc
cessor and mistress, of the confederacy of Delos. "\Ve thus see 
against what evils Athens had hitherto protected them: we shall 
presm1tly see, what is partially disclosed in this very treaty, the 
manner in which Sparta realized her promise of conferring 
autonomy on each separate Grecian state. 

The great stress of the "·ar had now Leen transferred to Ionia 
and the Asiatic side of the .lEgean sea. The enemies of Athens 
had anticipated that her entire empire in that quarter would fall 
an easy prey: yet in spite of two such serious defections as Chios 
and J\Iiletus, she showed an unexpected energy in keeping hold 
of the remainder. Her great and capital station, from the pres
ent time to the end of the war, was Samos ; and a revolution 
which now happened, insuring the fidelity of that island to her 
alliance, was a condition indispensable to her power of maintain
ing the struggle in Ionia. 

"\Ve have heard nothing about Samas throughout the whole 
war, since its reconquest by the Athenians after the revolt of 440 
n.c.: but we now find it under the government of an oligarchy 
called the Geomori, the proprietors of land, as at Syracuse before 
the rule of Gclon. It cannot be doubted that these geomori 
were disposed to follow the example of the Chian oligarchy, and 
revolt from Athens, while the people at Samos, as at Chios, were 
averse to such a change. Under this state of circumstances, the 
Chian oligarchy had themselves conspired with Sparta, to trick 
and constrain their Demos by surprise into rernlt, through the 
aid of five Peloponnesian ships. The like would have happened 
at Samos, had the people remained quiet. But they profited by 
the recent warning, forestalled the designs of their oligarchy, and 
rose in insurrection, with the help of three Athenian triremes 
which then chanced to be in the port. The oligarchy were com
pletely defeated, but not without a violent and bloody struggle ; 
two hundred of them being slain, and four hundred banished. 
This revolution secured~ and probably nothing less than a 
democratical revolution could have secured, under the existing 
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state of Hellenic affairs - the adherence of Samas to the Athe
nians; who immediately r'ecognized the new democracy, and 
granted to it the privilege of an equal and autonomous ally. The 
Samian people confiscated and divided among themselves the 
property of such of the gcumori as were slain or banished: 1 the 
remainder were deprived of all political privileges, and were even 
forbidden to intermarry with any of the families of the remaining 
eitizens.2 "\Ve may fairly suspect that this latte~· prohibition is 

Thucyd. viii, 21. 'Eyt'veTO oe /WTU TOV xpovov TOVTOV Kat fJ l:v !.11µ,,, 
l:rravauTautr VITO TOV o~µov Tolr ovvaTolr, µtTa 'Af>71vaiwv, oi: 
frv;rov l:v rpfot vavul rrapovrer. Kai o oqµor oIaµiwv lr otaKOO'iovr µiv 
Ttvar rovr rravrar rc:w ovvaTWV U'T':EKTetve, T£TpaKOO'iovr oe tf>vni ('f/,Ul<J<Javur, 
Kat avrot r1/v yiJv abrwv Kat olKiai; veiµaµevot, 'Af>'f/vaiwv re atpfotv avrovo
µiav µera ravra ,;, r {3 e {3 a i 0 tr fJ 0 7J 'l/J'fl</JL<mµevwv, TU Aotrru oti,}KOVV rliv 
7r0Atv, Kat Tolr yewµopOtf µeT£VtOO<Jav OVTe U,;Uov ovoev/ir, OVTe fKoof!vat OVO' 
uyayfof>at rrap' lKtlVWV ova' l:r l:KeLvovr oioJevt lrt TOV c!~µov l~ijv. 

• Thncyd. viii, 21. '.rJw dispositions and plans of the "higher people" at 
Sumos, to call in the Peloponnesi:rns ancl revolt from Athens, are fully ad
mitted even by l\Ir. Mitford, and implied by Dr. Thirlwall, who argues that 
the government of Sumos cannot have been oligarchical, because, if it had 
been so, the bland would already have revolted from Athens to the Pclo
ponnesians. 

Mr. Mitford says (ch. xix, sect. iii, vol. iv, p. 191): "Meanwhile the body 
of the higher people at Samos, more depressed than all others since their 
reduction on their former revolt, were proposing to seize the opportunity that 
seemed to offer throuyh tlte prei-a!ence oftlte Pc!oponnesian arms, of mending t!teir 
condition. The lower people, Ttam·ng intelliyence qf tlteir desiyn, rose upon 
them, and, with the assistance of the crews of three Athenian ships then at 
Samos, overpowered them," etc. etc. etc. 

" The massacre and robbery were rewarded by a decree of the Athenian 
people, granting to the perpetrators the independent administration of the 
affairs of their island; which, since the last rebellion, had been kept undeJr 
tlte immediate control ef the Athenian yovermnent." 

To call this a massacre is perversion of language. It was an insurrection 
nnd intestine conflict, in which the "higher people" were vanquished, but 
of which they also were the beginners, by their conspiracy -which l\fr. 
Mitford himself admits as a fact - to intr0<luce a foreign enemy into the 
island. Docs he imagine that the '"lower people" were bound to sit still 
and see this done ~ And what means hat! they of preventing it, except by 
insurrection; which inevitably became bloody, because the "higher people" 
were a strong party, in possession of the powers of government, with great 
means of resistance. The loss on the part of the assailants is not made 
known to us, nor indeed the loss in so far as it fell on the followers of the 



REVOLUTIO:N' AT SA~IOS. 379 

only the retaliation of a similar exclilsion which the oligarchy, 
when in power, ha<l enforced to maintain the purity of their own 

geomori. Thucydides specifics only the number of the geomori them
selves, who were persons of individual importance. 

I do not clearly understand what idea l\Ir. Mitford forms to himself of 
the government of Samos at this time. IIc seems to conceive it as dcmo
cratical, yet under great immediate control from Athens, and that it kept 
the " higher people " in a state of severe depression, from which they sought 
to relieve themselves by the aid of the Pcloponnesian arms. 

But if he means by tlie expression, "under the immediate control ef the 
Atl1enian government," that there was any Athenian governor or garrison nt 
Samos, the account here given by Thucydides distinctly refutes him. Tho · 
conflict was between two intestine parties, "the higher people nntl the lower 
people." The only Athenians who took part in it were the crews of three 
triremes, and even they were there by accident ( ol l r v xo v r.apovud, not 
as a regular garrison. Samos was under an indigenous government; but it 
was a subject and tributary ally of Athens, like all the other allies, with the 
exception of Chios and l\Icthymna (ThucycL vi, 85). After this resolution, 
the Athenians raisetl it to the rank of an autonomous ally, which l\Ir. 
Mitford is pleased to call "rewarding massacre antl robbery;" in the lan
guage of a party orator rather than of an historian. 

Bnt was the government of Sumos, immediately before this intestine 
contest, oligarchical or democratical 1 The language of Thucydides car
ries to my mind a full conviction that it was oligarchical, under an exclu
sive aristocracy, called The Ge&mori. Dr. Thirlwall, however (whose 
candid and equitable narrative of this event forms a striking contrast to 
that of l\Ir. l\Iitford), is of a tlifferent opinion. He thinks it certain that a 
dcmocratical government had been established at Sumos by the Athenians, 
when it was recorn1uered by them (n.c. 440) after its revolt. That the gov
ernment continued democratical during the first years of the Peloponnesian 
war, he conceiYcs to be proved by the hostility of the Samian exiles at 
Aurea, whom he looks upon as oligarchical refugees. And though not 
agreeing in l\Ir. Mitford's view of the peculiarly tlepressed con<lition of the 
" higher people" at Samos at this later time, he nevertheless thinks that 
they were not actually in possession of the government. "Still (he says), 
as the island gradually recovered its prosperity, the privileged class seems 
also to hnve Jooketl upward, perhaps contrived to regain a part of the sub
stance of power under different forms, and probably betrayetl a strong in
clination to revive its ancient pretensions on the first opportunity. 171at 
it had 1lOt yet advanced beyond this point, may be regarded as certain; because 
otherwise Samos would have been among thejo,-emost to revolt from Athens: and 
on the other hand, it is no less clear, that the state of parties there was 
such as to excite a high degree of mutual jealousy, and great alarm in the 
Athenians. to whom the loss of the island at this juncture would have 
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Llood. ·what they had enacted as a privilege was now thrown 
Lack upon them as an insult. 

lieen almost irreparable." (Hist. of Gr. ch. xxvii, vol. iii, p. 4i7, 2d edit.) 
Manso (Sparta, book iv, vol. ii, p. 266) is of the same opinion. 

Surclv. the condnsion which Dr. Thirlwall here announces as certain, 
cannot ii~ held to rest on adequate premises. Admitting that there was an 
oligarchy in power at Samos, it i; perfectly possible to explain why this 
oligarchy hatl not yet carried into act its disposition to revolt from Athens. 
"\Ve see that none of the allies of Athens - not even Chios, the most pow
erful of all - revolted without the extraneous pressure and enconmgement 
of a foreign fleet. Alkibiallcs, after securing Chios, considered l\1iletus to 
Le next in order of importance, and had, moreover, peculiar connections 
with the leading men there (viii, 1 i); so that he went next to detach that 
place from Athens. l\Ii!Ctus, being on the continent, placed him in imme
diate communication with Ti:isaphemes, for which reason he might natur
ally deem it of importance superior even to Sumos in his plans. More
over, not only no foreign fleet had yet reached Samos, but several Athe
nian ships had a1Tived there: for Strombichide.s, having come across the 
JEgcan too late to save Chios, made Sumos a sort of central station (viii, 
16 ). These circumstances combined with the known reluctance of the 
Samian demos, or commonalty, are surely sufficient to explain why the 
Samian oligarchy hud not yet consummated its designs to revolt. And 
hence the fact, that no revolt had yet taken place, cannot be held to war
rant Dr. Thirhrnll's inference, that the government was not oligarchical. 

"\Ve have no information how or when the oligarchical government at 
Samos got up. That the Samian refugees at An:l)a, so actively hostile to 
Sumos and Athens during the first ten years of the Pcloponnesi:m war, 
were oligarchical exiles acting against a dcmocratical government at Sa
mos (iv, i5), is not in itself improbable; yet it is not positively stated. 
The government of Sumos mig·ht have been, even at that time, oligarchical; 
yet, if it acted in the Athenian interest, there woulll doubtless be a body of 
exiles watching for opportunities of injuring it, by aid of the enemies of 
Athens. 

Moreover, it seems to me, that if we read and put together the passages 
of Thucydides, viii, 21, 63, i3, it is impossible without the greatest violence 
to put any other sense upon them, except as meaning that the government 
of Samos was now in the hands of the oligarchy, or geomori, and that the 
Demos rose in insurrection against them, with ultimate triumph. The nat
ural sense of the words hrav[u;Taatr, hraviaTaµat, is that of i11surrection 
aga1:11st an established government: it docs not mean, "a violent attack by one 
party upon another;" still less docs it mean, "an attack made by a party in 
possession of the government;" which nevertheless it ought to mean, if 
Dr. Thirlwall be correct in supposing that the Samian government was 
now democratical. Thus we have, in the description of the Samian revolt 
from Athens-Thucyd. i, 115 (after Thucydides has stated that the Athe
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On tlie other hand, the Athenian blockading fleet was surprised 
and defeated, with the loss of four triremes, by the Peloponnesian 

nians established a democratical government, he next says that the Samian 
exiles presently came over with a mercenary force) - Kat 7rpwrov µev r<;i 
o fi ,u c,J t 7r av€ rr T TJ rr av, 1wt hpuTTJ<rav rwv 7rAtirrrwv, etc. Again, v, 23 

. - about the apprehended insurrection of the Helots against the Spartans 
-~ oe 1i clovl.ew e7ravi<rT7JTat: compare Xenoph. Hcllen.v,4,19; 
Plato, Repub!. iv, 18, p. 444; Herodot. iii, 39-120. So also clvvaro! is 
among the words which Thucydides uses for an oligarchical party, either 
in government or in what may be called opposition (i, 24; v, 4). But it is 
not conceivable to me that Thucydides would have employed the words r, 
lrrava<rTa<rtr V'TrO TOV ofiµov Toir ovvaroir-if the Demos had at that time 
been actually in the government. 

Again, viii, 63, he says, that the Athenian oligarchical party under Pei
sander avrwv TWV '1:.aµiwv 7rpovrptif;avTO Tovr clvvarovr; W<1Te 'Trttpuu{}at µera 
upwv bl"iyapxTJ{}~vai, 1wi7rtp t 7r av arr r av r a r av r o iJ r ui. A iJ Ii o 1 r l v a 
µ 1J b At yap x wv Tat. Here the motive of the previous trravarrrarrir is 
clearly noted; it was in order that they might not be under an oligarchical 
government: for I agree with Kriiger (in opposition to Dr. Thirlwall), that 
this is the clear meaning of the words, and that the use of the present tense 
prevents our construing it, "in order that their democratical government 
might not be subverted, ancl an oligarchy put upon them," which ought to 
be the sense, if Dr. Thirlwall's view were just. 

Lastly, vii, 73, we have ol )'UP TOTE TWV '1:, aµiwv e7ravarrriivrer; 
Toi r cl v v a To i r K a t ov re r rF; µ o r, µ e r a (3 a A Aoµ e v o t a v-& tr - tx
ivovrii T£ lr rptaKO<rtovr ~VVW/iUTat, Kat fµtAAOV TOi\' aAAotr cJ \' 0 i) µ <,i 0V T t 
lm{}~uea{}ai. Surely these worcls- ol liravauravnr roi> clvvaroir Kat ovnr; 
o~µv> - " those who having risen in arms against the wealthy and power
ful, were now a demos, or a democracy," must imply, that the persons against 
wlwin the rising had taken place had been a goi-erning ob[prchy. Surely, also, 
the words µera(3a/il,oµevot av{}ir, can mean nothing else except to point out 
the strange antithesis between the conduct of these same men at two differ
ent epochs not far distant from ea<'h other. On the first occasion, they rose 
up ugainst un estaufo;hed oligarchicul government, and constituted a dcm
ocraticul government. On the second occasion, they rose up in conspiracy 
against this very dcmocratical government, iii orilcr to subvert it, and con
stitute themselves an oligarchy in it> pla<'c. If we suppose that on the 
first occasion, the estahlbhed government was already democratical, and 
that the persons here mentioned were not conspirators against an estab
lished oligarchy, but merely persons making use of the powers of a dem
ocratical government to do violence to rich citizens, all this antithesis com
pletely vanishes. 

· 	 On the whole, I feel satisfied that the government of Samos, at the time 
when Chios revolted from Athens, was oligarchical, like that of Chios itself. 
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fleet at Peirreum, which was thus enabled to get to Kenchrere, 
and to refit in order that it might be sent to Ionia. The sixteen 
Pelopounesian ships which had fought at Syracuse had already 
come back to Lechamm, in spite of the obstructions thrown in 
their way by the Athenian squadron under Ilippokles at. Naupak
tus.1 The Laced~emonian admiral Astyochus was sent to Ken
chrere to take the command and proceed to Ionia as admiral-in
chief: but it was some time before he could depart for Chios, 
whither he arrived with only four triremes, followed by six more 
afterwards.2 

Before he reached that island, however, the Chians, zealous in 
the new part which they had taken up, and interested for their 
own safety in multiplying defections from Athens, had themselves 
undertaken the prosecution of the plans concerted by Agis and 
the Lacedremonians at Corinth. They originated an expedition 
of their own, with thirteen triremes under a Lacedmmonian peri
cckus named Deinia<las, to procure the revolt of Lesbos; with the 
view, if successful, of proceeding afterward:> to do the same 
among the Ilellespontine dependencies of Athens. A land force 
under the Spartan Eualas, partly Peloponnesian, partly Asiatic, 
marched along the coast of the mainland northward towards 
Kyme, to cooperate in both these objects. Lesbos was at this 
fime divided into at least five separate city governments; 1\Ie
thymna at the north of the island, l\litylene towards the south
east, Antissa, Eresus, and Pyrrha on the west. \Vhether these 
governments were oligarchical or democratical we do not know, 
but the Athenian kleruchs who had been sent to l\Iitylene after 

Nor do I sec any difficulty in believing this to be the fact, though I cannot 
state when and how the oligarchy became established there. So long as 
the island peiformcd its duty as a subject ally, Athens did not interfere 
with the form of its government. And she was least of all likely to inter
fere during the seven years of peace intervening between the years 421-414 
n.c. There was nothing then to excite her apprehensions. The degree to 
which Athens intermcddled generally with the internal affairs of her sub
ject-allies, scorns to me to have been much exaggerated. 

The Sumian oligarchy, or gcomori, dispossessed of the government on 
this occasion, were restored by Lysander after his victorious close of the 
Peloponnesian war, -Xcnoph. Hellen. iii, 3, 6, - where they are called ol 
upxaioi r.oAlrat. 

1 Thucyd. viii, 13. 2 Thucyd. viii, 20-23. 
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its revolt sixteen years before, must have long ago disappeared.l 
The Chian fleet first went to :r.Iethymna and procured the revolt 
of that place, where four triremes were left in guard, while the 
remaining nine sailed forward to J\Iitylene, and succeeded in 
obtaining that important town also.2 

Their proceedings, however, were not unwatched by the Athe
nian fleet at Samos. Unable to recover possession of Teos, 
Diomedon had been obliged to content himself with procuring 
neutrality from that town, and admission for the vessels of Athens 
as well as of her enemies : he had, moreover, failed in an attack 
upon Erre.3 Ilut he had since been strengthened partly by the 
democratical revolution at Samos, partly by the arrival of Leon 
with ten additional triremes from Athens : so that these two com
manders were now enabled to sail, with twenty-five triremes, to 
the relief of Lesbos. Reaching J\Iitylene - the largest town in 
that island- very shortly after its revolt, they sailed straight 
into the harbor when no one expected them, seized the nine 
Chian ships with little resistance, and after a successful battle on 
shore, regained possession of the city. The Lacedremonian 
admiral Astyochus-who had only been three days arrived at 
Chios from Kenchrere with his four triremes - saw the Athe
nian fleet pass through the channel between Chios and the main
land, on its way to Lesbos ; and immediately on the same even
ing followed it to that island, to lend what aid he could, with one 
Chian trireme added to his own four, and some hoplites aboard. 
He sailed first to Pyrrha, and on the next day to Eresus, on the 
west side of the island, where he first learned the recapture of 
J\Iitylene by the Athenians. He was here also joined by three 
out of the four Chian triremes which had been left to defend that 
place, and which had been driven away, with the loss of one of 
their number, by a portion of the Athenian fleet pushing on 
thither from J\Iitylene. Astyochus prevailed on Eresus to revolt 
from Athens, and having armed the population, sent them by 
land together with l1is own hoplites under Eteonikus to J\Iethym
na, in hopes of preserving that place, whither he also proceeded 
with his fleet along the coast. Ilut in spite of all his endeavors, 

1 See the earlier part of this History, vol. vi, ch. 1, pp. 25i, 258. 
2 Thucyd. viii, 22. 3 Thucyd. viii, 20. 
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Methymna as well as Ercsus and all Lesbos was recovered by the 
Athenians, while he himself was obliged to return with his forces 
to Chios. The land troops which had marched along the main
land, with a view to farther operations at the Hellespont, were 
carried back to Chios and to their respective homes.I 

The recovery of Lesbos, which the Athenians now placed in a 
better posture of defence, was of great importance in itself, and 
arrested for the moment all operations against them at the Hel
lespont. Their fleet from Lesbos was first employed in the recov- 
cry of Klazomeme, which they again carried back to its original 
islet near the shore ; the new town on the mainland, called Po
lichna, though in course of being built, being not yet sufficiently 

1 Thucyd. viii, 23. u1reKoµiafJTJ Oe rraAlV KaTU rro?.etr Kat 0 arr 0 T wv 
v e wv rr e 'or, 8r £rr2 rov 'E;U~arrovrov tµiAli.17aev Uvat. · 

Dr. Arnold and Gi;JJcr suppose that these soldiers had been carried over 
to Lesbos to cooperate in detaching the island from the Athenians. But 
this is not implied in the narrative. The land-force marched along by land 
to Klazomcnre and Kyme ( orre;or ctµa ITeli.orrovv17ai<Jv re rwv rrap6vr<Jv 1tat 
TWV avroffiv gvµµax<Jv rr a Pde l l:rrt K?i.a;oµiv<JV Te Kat KvµTJr. Thucydides 
does not say that they ever crossed to Lesbos : they remained near Kyme, 
prepared to march forward, after that island shot1ld have been conquered, 
to the Hellespont. 

Haacke is right, I think, in rcfeITing the words 0 urro TWV vewv rre;or to 
what had been stated in c. 17 ; that Alkibiadcs and Chalkideus, on first 
arriving with the Pcloponnesian five triremes at Chios, disembarked on 
that island their Peloponnesian seamen and armed them as hoplites for 
land-forces ; taking aboard fresh crews of seamen from the island. The 
motive to make this exchange was, the great superiority of bravery, in 
heavy armor and stand-up fighting, of Peloponnesians as compared with 
Chians or Asiatic Greeks (see Xenoph. Hell. iii, 2, 17 ). These foot-soldiers 
taken from the Pcloponnesian ships are the same as those spoken of inc. 
22 : 0 rre;o~ uµa IIeAO.TOVV7]CTlCJV re TWV rrapovTCJV Kat TWV avrofJev gvµµax<Jv 
•.••.. b urro r{;JV vewv rre;o~. 

Farther, these troops are ngain mentioned in c. 24, as oi µere£ Xali.Ktclfo, 
l:1fJ6vur IIeA.orrovv~atot, where Dr. Arnold ngain speaks of them in his 
note incorrectly. Ile says: "The Peloponuesians who came with Chalkid
eus must have been too few to offer any effectual resistance to one thon· 
sand heaYy-armcd Athenians, being only the epibatre of five ships." The 
fact is that they were not merely the epibatre, but the entire crews, of five 
ships; comprising probably from eight humlred to one thousand men ( lK 
µ€v rwv l " II e A o rr o v v i1 u o v v e wv r o iJ r v av T a r orr A i a av T er 
tv Xi<,J 1<arn:11µrravovat, c. 17 ), since there were a remnant of five hundred 
left of them, after some months' operations and a serious defeat lviii, 32). 
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fortified to defend itself. The leading anti-Athenians in the 
town made their escape, and went farther up the country to 
Daphnus. Animated by such additional success - as well as by 
a victory which the Athenians, who were blockading Miletus, 
gained over Chalkideus, wherein that officer was slain - Leon 
and Diomedon thought themselves in a condition to begin aggres
sive measures against Chios, now their most active enemy in 
Ionia. Their fleet of twenty-five sail was well equipped with 
epibatre ; who, though under ordinary circumstances they were 
thetes armed at the public cost, yet in the present stress of 
affairs were impressed from the superior hoplites in the city mus
ter-roll.I They occupied the little islets called CEnussre, near 
Chios on the northeast, as well as the forts of Sidussa and 
Pteleus in the territory of Erythrre ; from which positions they 
began a series of harassing operations against Chios itself. Dis
embarking on the island at Kardamyle and Bolissus, they not 
only ravaged the neighborhood, but inflicted upon the Chian 
forces a bloody defeat. After two farther defeats, at Phanre and 
at Leukonium, the Chians no longer dared to quit their fortifica
tions ; so that the invaders were left to ravage at pleasure the 
whole territory, being at the same time masters of the sea around, 
and blocking up the port. 

The Athenians now retaliated upon Chios the hardships under 
which Attica itself was suffering; hardships the more painfully felt, 
inasmuch as this was the first time that an enemy had ever been seen 
in the island since the repulse of Xerxes from Greece and the organ
ization of the confederacy of Delos, more than sixty years before. 
The territory of Chios was highly cultivated,2 its commerce exten
sive, and its wealth among the greatest in all Greece. In fact, under 
the Athenian empire, its prosperity had been so marked and so un
interrupted, that Thucydides expresses his astonishment at the un
deviating prudence and circumspection of the government, in spite 
of circumstances well calculated to tempt them into extravagance. 
"Except Sparta (he says),3 Chios is the only state that I know, 

1 Thucyd. viii, 24, with Dr. Arnold's note. 

t Aristotel. Politic. iv, 4, 1 ; Athenreus, vi, p. 265. 

3 Thucyd. viii, 24. Kat µen'/, TOVTO ol µev XloL ~OTJ OVKfrL lr.e;~euav, ol ve 


('A&T]valot) T~V ;twpav, KaAt:ir KGTEl1KEVal1µEVTJV Kat ar.a&ij OVUaV U'll'il Tt:ill 

VOL. VII. 17 25oc. 



386 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

which maintained its sober judgment throughout a career of pros
perity, and became even more watchful in regard to security, in pro
portion as it advanced in power." Ile adds, that the step of revolt
ing from Athens, though the Chian government now discovered 
it to have been an error, was at any rate a pardonable error; for 
it was undertaken under the impression,· .universal throughout 
Greece, and prevalent even in Athens herself after the disaster 
at Syracuse, that Athenian power, if not Athenian independence, 
was at an end, and undertaken in conjunction with allies seem
ingly more than sufficient to sustain it. This remarkable obser
vation of Thucydides doubtless includes an indirect censure upon 
his own city, as abusing her prosperity for purposes of unmeasured 
aggrandizement: a censure not undeserved in reference to the 
enterprise against Sicily. Ilut it counts at the same time as a 
valuable testimony to the condition of the allies of Athens under 
the Athenian empire, and goes far in reply to the charge of prac
tical oppression against the imperial city. 

The operations now carrying on in Chios indicated such an 
unexpected renovation in Athenian affairs, that a party in the 
island began to declare in favor of reunion with Athens. The 
Chian government were forced to summon Astyochus, with his 
four Peloponnesian ships from Erythrre, to strengthen their hands, 
and keep down opposition, by seizing hostages from the sus
pected parties, as well as by other precautions. "\Vhile the Chians 
were thus endangered at home, the Athenian interest in Ionia 
was still farther fortified by the arrirnl of a fre~h armament from 
Athens at Samos. J>hrynichus, Onomakles, and Skironides con
ducted a fleet of forty-eight triremes, some of them employed for 
the transportation of hoplites; of which latter there were aboard 
one thousand Athenians, and fifteen hundred Argeians. Five 
hundred of these Argeians, having come to Athens without arms, 
were clothetl with Athenian panoplies for service. The newly
arrived armament immediately saileu from Samos to 1\Iiletus, 
where it effected a disembarkation, in' conjunction with those 

l\117<ltKWV pixpl rare, Olftrop'911aai•. Xiot y<lp f'UVOl µeril. AaKeoatpoviovr, WV 
AyiJ -ga{}6p17v, EVOatµov~aavrei; uµa Kat talJ(ppuv17aav, Kal U<J<,J i:rreoioov I/ trOAtC 
avroi<; E'lrt ro µei,ov, 1"0<1<,J Kat l1waµovvro fxvpwrepov, etc. 

viii, 45. Ol Xiot ••• rrl.ovatiimrm hvre<; rwv 'EAl.~vwv, etc. 
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Athenians who had been before watching the place from the 
island of Lade. The 1\Iilesians marched forth to give them battle; 
mustering eight hundred of their own l1oplites, together with the 
Peloponnesian seamen of the five triremes brought across by 
Cbalkideus, and a body of troops, chiefly cavalry, yet with a few 
mercenary hoplites, under the satrap Tissaphernes. Alkibiades, 
also, was present and engaged. The Argeians were so full of con
tempt for the Ionians of ::I'ililetus who stood opposite to them, that 
they rushed forward to the charge with great neglect of rank or 
order; a presumption which they expiated by an entire defeat, 
with the loss of three hundred men. But the Athenians on their 
wing were so completely victorious over the Peloponnesians and 
others opposed to them, that all the army of the latter, and even 
the 1\Iilesians themselves on returning from their pursuit of the 
Argeians, were forced to shelter themselves within the walls of 
the town. The issue of this combat excited much astonishment, 
inasmuch as, on each side, Ionian hoplites were victorious over 
Dorian.I 

For a moment, the Athenian army, masters of the field under 
the walls of 1\Iiletus, indulged the hope of putting that city under 
blockade, by a wall across the isthmus which connected it with 
the continent. But these hopes soon vanished when. they were 
apprized, on the very evening of the battle, that the main Pelo
ponnesian and Sicilian fleet, fifty-five triremes in number, was 
actually in sight. Of these fifty-five, twenty-two were Sicilian,
twenty from Syracuse and two from Selinus,-sent at the press
ing instance of IIermokrates, and under his command, for the 
purpose of striking the final blow at Athens ; so at least it was 
anticipated, in the beginning of 412 B.c. The remaining thirty
three triremes being Peloponnesian, the whole fleet was placed 
under the temporary command of Theramenes, until he could join 
the admiral .Astyochus. Theramenes, halting first at the island 
of Lerus, - off the coast, towards the southward of 1\Iiletus, 
was there first informed of the recent victory of the Athenians, 
so that he thought it prudent to take station for the night in the 
neighboring gulf of Iasus. Here lie was found by Alkibiades, 
who came on horseback, in all haste, from Mi!etus to the Milesian 

1 Thucyd. viii, 25, 26. 
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town of Teichiussa on that gulf. Alkibiades strenuously urged 
him to lend immediate aid to the :Mi!esians, so as to prevent the 
construction of the intended wall of blockade ; representing that 
if that city were captured, all the hopes of the Peloponnesians in 
Ionia would be extinguished. Accordingly, he prepared to sail 
thither the next morning: but, during the night, the Athcnian.3 
thought it wise to abandon their position near l\Iiletus and return to 
Samos with their wounded and their baggage. Having heard of the 
arrival of Theramenes with his fleet, they preferred leaving their 
victory unimproved, to the hazard of a general battle. Two out 
of the three commanders, indeed, were at first inclined to take the 
latter course, insisting that the maritime honor of Athens would 
be tarnished by retiring before the enemy. But the third, Phry
nichus, opposed with so much emphasis the proposition of fighting, 
that he at length induced his colleagues to retire. The fleet, he 
said, had not come prepared for fighting a naval battle, but full 
of hoplites for land-operations against :r.Iiletus: the numbers of 
the newly-arrived Pcloponncsians were not accurately known; 
and a defeat at sea, under existing circumstances, would be utter 
ruin to Athens. Thucydides bestows much praise on Phrynichus 
for the wi:sdom of this advice, which was forthwith acted upon. 
The Athenian fleet sailed back to Samos; from which place the 
Argeian hoplites, sulky with their recent defeat, demanded to be 
conveyed home.I 

On the ensuing morning, the Peloponnesian fleet sailed from 
the gulf of Iasr.s to :Miletus, expecting to find and fight the Athe
nians, and leaving their masts, sails, and rigging- as was usual 
when going into action - at Teichiussa. Finding :Mi!etus already 
relieved of the enemy, they stayed there only one day, in order to 
reinforce themselves with the twenty-five triremes which Chalkid
eus had originally brought thither, and which had been since 
blocked up by the Athenian fleet at Lade, and then sailed back 
to Teichiussa to pick up the tackle there deposited. Being now 
not far from Iasus, the residence of Amorges, Tissaphernes per
suaded them to attack it by sea, in cooperation with his forces 
by land. No one at Iasus was aware of the arrival of the Pelo
ponnesian fleet : the triremes approaching were supposed to be 

1 Thucyd. viii, 26, 27. 
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Athenians and friends, so that the place was entered and taken 
by surprise ;I though strong in situation and fortifications, and 
defended by a powerful band of Grecian mercenaries. The cap
ture of Iasus, in which the Syracusans distinguished themselves, 
was of signal advantage, from the abundant plunder which it 
distributed among the army ; the place being rich from ancient 
date, and probably containing the accumulations of the satrap 
Pissuthnes, father of Amorges. It was handed over to Tissa
phernes, along with all the prisoners, for each head of whom he 
paid down a Daric stater, or twenty Attic drachmre, and along 
with Amorges himself, who had been taken alive, and whom the 
satrap was thus enabled to send up to Susa. The Grecian mer
cenaries captured in the place were enrolled in the service of the 
captors, and sent by land under Pedaritus to Erythrre, in order 
that they might cross over from thence to Chios.2 

The arrival of the recent reinforcements to both the opposing 
fleets, and the capture of Iasus, took place about the autumnal 
equinox or the end of September; at which period, the Pelopon
nesian fleet being assembled at 1\Iiletus, Tissaphernes paid to them 
the wages of the crews, at the rate of one Attic drachma per head 
per diem, as he had promised by his envoy at Sparta. But he 
at the same time gave notice for the future, -partly at the insti
gation of Alkibiades, of which more hereafter,-that he could not 
continue so high a rate of pay, unless he should receive express 
instructions from Susa ; and that, until such instructions came, 
he should give only half a drachma per day. Theramenes, being 
only commander for the interim, until the junction with Astyo
chus, was indifferent to the rate at which the men were paid, 
a miserable jealousy, which marks the low character of many of 

1 Phrynichus the Athenian commander was afterwards displaced by the 
Athenians, - by the recommendation of Peisander, at the time when this 
displacement suited the purpose of the oligarchical conspirators, - on the 
charge.of having abandoned and betrayed Amorges on this occasion, and 
caused the capture of Iasus ( Thucyd. viii, 54 ). 

Phrynichus and his colleagues were certainly guilty of grave omission in 
not sending notice to Amorges of the sudden retirement of the Athenian 
fleet from Miletus, the ignorance of which circumstance was one reason 
why Amorges mistook the Pcloponnesian ships for Athenian. 

• Thucyd. viii, 28. 
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these Spartan officers, - but the Syracusan Hermokrates remon
strated so loudly against the reduction, that he obtained from 
Tissaphernes the promise of a slight increase above the half 
drachma, though he could not succeed in getting the entire drachma 
continued.l :For the present, however, the seamen were in good 
spirits; not merely from having received the high rate of pay, 
but from the plentiful booty recently acquired at Iasus ;2 while 
Astyochus and the Chians were also greatly encouraged by the 
arrival of so large a fleet. Nevertheless, the Athenians on their 
side were also reinforced by thirty-five fresh triremes, which 
reached Samos under Strombichides, Charminus, and Euktemon. 
The Athenian fleet from Chios was now recalled to Samos, where 
the commanders mustered their whole naval force, with a view 
of redividing it for ulterior operations. 

Considering that in the autumn of" the preceding year, imme
diately after the Syracusan disaster, the navy of Athens had been 
no less scanty in number of ships than defective in equipment, 
we read with amazement, that she had now at Samos no less than 
one hundred and four triremes in full condition and disposable for 
service, besides some others specially destined for the transport of 
troops. Indeed, the total number which she had sent out, put
ting together the separate squadrons, had been one hundred and 
twenty-eight.3 So energetic an effort, and so unexpected a reno
vation of affairs from the hopeless prostration of last year, was 
such as no Grecian state except Athens could have accomplished; 
nor even Athens herself, had she not been aided by that reserve 
fund, consecrated twenty years before through the long-sighted 
calculation of Perikles. 

The Athenians resolved to employ thirty triremes in making a 
landing, and establishing a fortified post, in Chios ; and lots being 

1 Thucyd. viii, 29. What this new rate of pay was, or by what exact frac
tion it exceeded the half drachma, is a matter which the words of Thucydides 
do not enable us to make out. None of the commentators can explain the 
text without admitting some alteration or omission of words: nor do any 
of the explanations given appear to me convincing. On the whole, I incline 
to consider the conjecture and explanation given by Paulmier and Dobree 
es more plausible than that of Dr. Arnold and Goller, or of Poppo and 
Hermann. 1 Thucyd. viii, 36. 

3 Thncyd. viii, 30; compare Dr. .Arnold's note. 
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drawn among the general,, Strombichid~~ with two others were 
assigned to the command. The other seventy-four triremes, 
remaining masters of the sea, made descents near l\Iiletus, and 
in vain tried to provoke the Peloponnesian fleet out of that 
harbor. It was some time before Astyochus actually went thither 
to assume his new command, being engaged in operations near to. 
Chios, which island had been left comparatively free by the 
recall of the Athenian fleet to the ~eneral muster at Samos. 
Going forth with twenty triremes, - ten Peloponnesian and ten 
Chian, - he made a fruitless attack upon Pteleus, the Athenian 
fortified post in the Erythr::can territory; after which he sailed 
to Klazomeme, recently retransferred from the continent to the 
neighboring islet. He here-in conjunction with Tamos, the 
Persian general of the district- enjoined the Klazomenians 
again to break with Athens, to leave their islet, and to take up 
their residence inland at Daplmu&, where the philo-Peloponnesian 
party among them still remained established since the former 
revolt. This demand being rejected, he attacked Klazomenre, 
but was repulsed, although the town was unfortified, and was 
presently driven off by a severe storm, from which he found 
shelter at Kyme and Phokrea. Some of his ships sheltered them
selves during the same storm on certain islets near to and belong
ing to Klazomenre; on which they remained eight days, destroying 
and plundering the property of the inhabitants, and then rejoined 
Astyochus. That admiral was now anxious to make an attempt 
on Lesbo::i, from which he received envoys promising revolt from 
Athens. Ilut the Corinthians and others in his fleet were so 
averse to the enterprise, that he was forced to relinquish it and 
sail back to Chios ; his fleet, before it arrived there, being again 
dispersed by the storms, frequent in the month of November.I 

l\Ieanwhile Pedaritus, despatched by land from l\liletus, - at 
the head of the mercenary force made prisoners at Iasus, as well 
as of five hundred of the Peloponnesian seamen who had origi
nally crossed the sea with Chalkideus, and since served as hop
lites, - had reached Erythrre and from thence crossed the 
channel to Chios. To him and to the Chians, Astyochus now 
proposed to undertake the expedition to Lesbos ; but he experi

1 Thucyd. viii, 31, 32. 
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enced from them the same reluctance as from the Corinthians, a 
strong proof that the tone of feeling in Lesbos had been found to 
be decidedly philo-Atheriian on the former expedition. Pedari
tus even peremptorily refused to let him have the Chian triremes 
for any such purpose, an act of direct insubordination in a Lace
dremonian officer towards the admiral-in-chief, which Astyochus 
resented so strongly, that he immediately left Chios for 1\Iiletus, 
carrying away with him -all the Peloponnesian triremes, and 
telling the Chians, in terms of strong displeasure, that they might 
look in vain to him for aid, if they should come to need it. He 
halted with his fleet for the night under the headland of .Korykus 
(in the Erythrrean territory), on the north side; but while there, he 
received an intimation of a supposed plot to betray Erythrre by 
means of prisoners sent back from the Athenian station at Samos. 
Instead of pursuing his voyage to Miletus, he therefore returned 
on the next day to Erythrre to investigate this plot, which turned 
out to be a stratagem of the prisoners themselves in order to 
obtain their liberation.I 

The fact of his thus going back to Erythrre, instead of pursu
ing his voyage, proved, by accident, the salvation of his fleet. 
For it so happened that on that same night the Athenian fleet, 
under Strombichides - thirty triremeg, accompanied by some 
triremes carrying hoplites - had its station on the southern side 
of the same headland. Neither knew of the position of the other, 
and Astyochus, had he gone forward the next day towards 1\Iile
tus, would have fallen in with the superior numbers of his enemy.· 
He farther escaped a terrible storm, which the Athenians encoun
tered when they doubled the headland going northward. De
scrying three Chian triremes, they gave chase, but the storm 
became so violent that even these Chians had great difficulty in 
making their own harbor, while the three foremost Athenian 
ships were wrecked on the neighboring shore, all the crews eitlier 
perishing or becoming prisoners.2 The rest of the Athenian fleet 
found shelter in the harbor of Phcenikus on the opposite main
land, under the lofty mountain called l\Iimas, north of Erythrre. 

As soon as weather permitted, they pursued their voyage to 
Lesbos, from which island they commenced their operations of 

1 Thucyd. viii, 32, 33. 2 Thncyd. viii, 33, 34. 
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invading Chios and establishing in it a permanent fortified post. 
Having tran;;ported their land-force across from Lesbos, they 
occupied a strong maritime site called Delpl1inium, seemingly a 
projecting cape having a sheltered harbor on each side, not far 
from the city of Chios.l They bestowed great labor and time 
in fortifying this post, both on the land and the sea-side, <lur
ing which process they were scarcely interrupted at all either 
by the Chian~, or by Pedaritus and his garrison; whose inaction 
arose not merely from the discouragement of the previous defeats, 
but from the political dissension which now reigned in the city. 
A strong philo-Athenian party had pronounced itself; and though 
Tydeus its leader was seized by Pedaritus and put to death, still, 
his remaining partisans were so numerous, that the government 
was brought to an oligarchy narrower than ever, and to the 
extreme of jealous precaution, not knowing whom to trust. In 
spite of numerous messages sent to l\Iiletus, intreating succor, 
and representing the urgent peril to which this greatest 
among all the Ionian allies of Sparta was exposed, Astyochus 
adhered to bis parting menaces, and refused compliance. The 
indignant Pctlaritus sent to prefer complaint against him at 
Sparta as a traitor. l\Ieanwhile the fortress at Delphinium ad
vanced so near towards completion, that Chios began to suffer 
from it as much as Athens suffered from Dekeleia, with the 
farther misfortune of being blocked up by sea. The slaves in 
this wealthy island - chiefly foreigners acquired by purchase, 
but more numerous than in any other Grecian state except La
conia - were emboldened by the manifest superiority and assured 
position of the invaders to desert in crowds; and the loss arising, 
not merely from their flight, but from the valuable information 
and aid which they gave to the enemy was immense.2 The dis-

Thncyd. viii, 34-38. !leAr/iivtov- /, l µ ev a~ lxov, etc. 
That the Athenians should select Lesbos on this occasion as the base of 

their operntions, and as the immediate scene of last preparations, against 
Chios,-was only repeating what they had once done before (c. 24), and 
what they again did afterwards (c. 100). I do not feel the difficulty which 
strikes Dobree and Dr. 'fhirlwall. Doubtless Delphinium was to the north 
of the city of Chios. 

2 'fhucyd. viii, 38-40. About the slaves in Chios, see the extracts from 
Theopompns and Nymphodorus in Athenreus, vi, p. 265. 
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tress of the island increased every day, nor could anything 
relieve it except succor from without, which Astyochus still 
withheld. 

That officer, on reaching JHiletus, found the Peloponnesian 
force on the Asiatic side of the JEgcan just reinforced by a 
squadron of twelve triremes under Dorieus; chiefly from Thurii, 
which had undergone a political revolution since the Athenian 
disaster at Syracuse, and was now decidedly in the hands of the 
active philo-Laconian party; the chi~f persons friendly to Ath
ens having been exiled.I Dorieus and his squadron, crossing the 
1Egean in its southern latitude, had arrived safely at Knidus, 
which had already been conquered by Tissaphernes from Athens, 
and had received a Persian garrison.2 Orders were sent from 
::Miletus that half of this newly-arrived squadron should remain 
on guard at Knidus, while the other half should cruise near the 
Triopian cape to intercept the trading vessels from Egypt. But 
the Athenians, who had also learned the arrival of Dorieus, sent 
a powerful squadron from Samos, which captured all these six 
triremes off Cape Triopium, though the crews escaped ashore. 
They farther made an attempt to recover Knidus, which was 
very nearly successful, as the town was unfr•rtified on the sea
side. On the morrow the attack was renewed, -- but additional 
defences had been provided during the night, while the crews of 
the ships captured near Triopium h~d come in to help, - so that 
the Athenians were forced to return to Samos without any farther 
advantage than that of ravaging the Knidian territory. Asty
ochus took no step to intercept them, not· did he think himself 
strong enough to keep the sea against the seventy-four Athenian 
triremes at 8amos, though his fleet at J\Iiletus was at this moment 
in high condition. The rich booty acquired at Iasus was uncon-

That from Nymphodorns appears to hr nothing but a romantic local 
legend, connected with the Chapel of the Kind-hearted Hero ("Hpwor evµt
vovr) at Chios. 

Even in antiquity, though the institution of slavery was universal and 
noway disapproved, yet the slave-trade, or the buying and selling of slaves, 
was accounted more or less odious. 

1 See the life of Lysias the Rhetor, in Dionysins of Ifalikarnassus, c. i, p. 
453, Reisk., and in Plutarch, Vit. x, Orat. p. 835. 

• Thucyd. viii, 35-109. 
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sumed ; tlie JUilesians were zealous in the confederate cause; 
wLile the pay from Tis,aphcrnes continued to be supplied with 
tolerable regularity, though at the reduced rate mentioned a little 
above.I 

Though the Peloponnesians had yet no grouncl of complaint 
such as they soon came to have - against the satrap for irregu
larity of payment., still, the powerful fleet now at JUiletus in~pired 
the commanders with a new tone of confidence, so that" they 
became ashamed of the stipulations of that treaty to which Chal
kideus and Alkibiades, when first landing at Miletus with their 
scanty armament, had submitted. Accordingly Astyochus, shortly 
after his arrival at l\Iiletus, and even before tl.e departure of 
Theramenes,- whose functions had expired when he had handed 
over the fleet, - insistecl on a fresh treaty with Tissaphernes, 
which was agreed on, to the following effect: 

"Convention and alliance is concluded, on the following condi
tions, between the Laced~cmonians, with their allies, and king 
Darius, his sons, and Tissaphernes. The Laced::cmonians and 
their allies shall not attack or injure any territory or any city 
which belongs to Darius, or has belongecl to his father or ances
tors ; nor shall they raise any tribute from any of the said cities. 
Neither Darius nor any of his subjects shall attack or injure the 
Laced::cmonians or their allies. Should the Lacedremonians or 
their allies have any occasion for the king, or should the king 
have any occasion for the Laced::cmonians or their allies, let 
each meet, as much as may be, the wishes expressed by the other. 
Both will carry on jointly the war against Athens and her allies: 
neither party shall bring the war to a close, without mutual con
sent. The king shall pay and keep any army which he may 
have 8ent for, and which may be employed in his territory. If 
any of the cities parties to this convention shall attack the king's 
territory, the rest engage to hinder them, and to defend the king 
with their best power. And if any one within the king's terri
tory, or within the territory subject to him,2 shall attack the 

Thncyd. viii, 35, 36. Kal y<lp µu1f>or iclivoro ap K 0 vv T"' r. etc. 
2 Thucyd. Yiii, 37. Kai ~v rtr TWV tv Tjj fJautAiwr xwpr;i n O<f1J> 

{3 a (fl A e vr "p x et, Errl riJv AaKeJa1µoviwv 17.1 nTWV qvµµaxwv, {3autAeiJr 
KWAvfrw Kat ciµvvirw Karil TO vvvariiv. 

The distinction here drawn between the king's territory, and the territory 
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Laceuremonians or their allies, the king shall hinder them, and 
leud his lJe,;t defensive aid." 

Looked at with the eyes of Pan-Hellenic patriotism, this 
second treaty of Astyochus anu Theramencs_ was less disgraceful 
than the first treaty of Chalkideus. It did not formally proclaim 
that all those Grecian cities which had ever belonged to the king 
or to his ancestors, should still be considered as his suujects, nor 
did it pledge the Lacedremonians to aid the king in hindering 
any of them from achieving their liberty. It still admitted, 
however, by implication, the same undiminished extent of the 
king's dominion, as it had stood when at its maximum under his 
predecessors'; the same undefined rights of the king to meddle 
with Grecian affairs; the same unqualified abandonment of all 
the Greeks on the continent of Asia. The conclusion of this 
treaty was the la't act performed by Theramenes, who was lost 
at sea shortly afterward:;; on his voyage home, in a small boat, _ 
no one knew how.I 

Astyochus, now alone in command, was still importuned by 
the urgent solicitations of the distressed Chians for relief, and, 
in spite of his reluctance, was compelled by the murmurs of his 
own army to lend an ear to them, when a new incident happened 
which gave him at least a good pretext for directing his attention 
southward. A Peloponnesian squadron of twenty-seven triremes 
under the command of Antisthenes, having started from Cape 
Jl.Ialea about the winter tropic or close of 412 n.c., had first 
crossed the sea to Jl.Ielos, where it dispersed ten Athenian tri
remes and captured three of them ; then afterwards, from appre
hension that these fugitive Athenians would make known its 
approach at Samos, had made a long circuit round by Krete, and 
thus ultimately reached Kaunus at the southeastern extremity 
of Asia l\Iinor. This was the squadron which Kalligeitus and 

oi·er which the king holds empire, deserves notice. By the former phrnse, is 
undcr<tood, I presume, the continent of Asia, which the court of Susa 
looked upon, together with all its iuhaLitauts, as a freehold exceedingly 
sacred and peculiar ( IIero<lot. i, 4): hy the latter, as much as the satrnp 
shonld find it com·enicnt to lay hands upon, of that which had once be
longed to Darius son of Hystaspcs or to Xerxes, in the plenitude of their 
power. 

I Thuc~·d. viii, 38. U"lrO"lrl.iwv lv KfA1}Tl u</Javil;erat. 
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Timagoras had caused to be equipped, having come over for that 
purpose a year before as envoys from the satrap Pharnabazus. 
Antisthenes was instructed first to get to l\Iiletus and put himself 
in concert with the main Laced::emonian fleet; next, to forward 
these triremes, or another squadron of equal force under Klear
chus, to the Helle~pont, for the purpose of cooperating with Phar
nabazus against the Athenian dependencies in that region. 
Eleven Spartans, the chief of whom was Lichas, accompanied 
Antisthenes, to be attached to Astyochus as advisers, according 
to a practice not unusual with the Laced::emonians. These men 
were not only directed to review the state of affairs at l\Iiletus, 
and exercise control coordinate with Astyochus, but even empow
ered, if they saw reas()n, to dismiss that admiral himself, upon 
whom the complaints of Pedaritus from Chios had cast su,;picion; 
and to appoint Antisthenes in his place.I 

No sooner had Astyochus learned at .Miletus the arrirnl of An
tisthenes at Kaunus, than he postponed all idea of lending aid to 
Chios, and sailed immediately to secure his junction with the 
twenty-seven new triremes as well as with the new Spartan coun
sellors. In his voyage southward he captured the city of Kos, 
unfortified and half-ruined by a recent earthquake, and then pass
ed on to Knidus; where the inhabitants strenuously urged him 
to go fonyard at once, even without disembarking his men, 
in order that he might surprise an Athenian squadron of 
twenty triremes under Charminus; which had been despatched 
from Samos, after the news received from l\Ielos, in order to 
attack and repel the squadron under Antisthenes. Charminus, 
having his station at Syme, was cruising near Rhodes and the 
Lykian coast, to watch, though he had not been able to keep 
back, the Peloponnesian fleet just arrived at Kaunus. In this 
position he was found by the far more numerous fleet of Asty
ochus, the approach of which he dill not at an expect. But the 
rainy and hazy weather had so dispersed it., that Charminus, 
seeing at first only a few ships apart from the rest, mistook them 
for the smaller squadron of new-comers. Attacking the tri· 
remes thus seen, he at first gained considerable advantage, dis-

I Thucyd. viii, 39. Kat etp7JTO avr~ir, lr MiA7JTOV lupuwµivovr T i:J v T f 
a A. A. 1.1 v ~ v v e 11' t µ e A. e i a {j at, ii µfX)..et aptura l~etv, etc. 
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abling three and damaging several others. But presently the 
dispersed vessels of the main fleet came in sight and closed 
round him, so that he was forced to make the best speed in 
escaping, first to the island called Teutlussa, next to Halikarnas
sus. He did not effect his escape without the loss of six ships; 
while the victorious Peloponnesians, after erecting their trophy 
on the island of Syme, returned to Knidus, where the entire fleet, 
including the twenty-seven triremes newly arrived, was now 
united.I The Athenians in Samos - whose affairs were now in 
confusion, from causes which will be explained in the ensuing 
chapter - had kept no watch on the movements of the main 
Peloponnesian fleet at :Miletus, and seem to have been ignorant 
of its departure until they were apprized of the defeat of Char
minus. They then sailed down to Syme, took up the sails and 
rigging belonging to that squadron, which had been there depos• 
ited, and then, after an attack upon Loryma, carried back their 
whole fleet, probably including the remnant of the squadron of 
Charminus, to Samos.2 

Though the Peloponnesian fleet now assembled at Knidus 
consisted of ninety-four triremes, much superior in number to 
the Athenian, it did not try to provoke any general action. The 
time of Lichas and his brother commissioners was at first spent 
in negotiations with Tissaphernes, who had joined them at Kni
dus, and against whom they found a strong feeling of discontent 
prevalent in the fleet. That satrap - now acting greatly under 
the advice of Alkibiades, of which also more in the coming 
chapter - had of late become slack in the Peloponnesian cause, 
and irregular in furnishing pay to their seamen, during the last 
weeks of their stay at l\Iiletus. He was at the same time full of 
promises, paralyzing all their operations by assurances that he 
was bringing up the vast fleet of Phenicia to their aid: but in 
reality his object ;as, under fair appearances, merely to prolong 
the contest and waste the strength of both parties. Arriving in 
the midst of this state of feeling, and discussing with Tissapher
nes the future conduct of the war, Lichas not only expressed dis

1 Thucyd. viii, 42. 
• Thucyd. viii, 43. This defeat of Charmlnus is made the subject of a 

jest by Aristophanes, Thesmophor. 810, with the note of Paulmier. 
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pieasure at his past conduct, but even protested against the two 
conventions concluded by Chalkideus and by Theramenes, as 
being, both the one and the other, a cli:.:grace to the Hellenic 
name. By the express terms of the former, and by the implica
tions of the latter, not merely all the islands of the JEgean, but 
even Thessaly and Breotia, were acknowledged as subject to Per
sia; so that Sparta, if she sanctioned such conclitions, would be 
merely imposing upon the Greeks a Persian sceptre, instead of 
general freedom, for which she professed to be struggling. Lichas, 
declaring that he would rather renounce all prospect of Persian 
pay, than submit to such conditions, proposed to negotiate for a 
fresh treaty upon other and better terms, a proposition which 
Tissaphernes rejected with so much indignation as to depart with
out settling anything.I · 

His desertion did not discourage the Peloponnesian counsellors. 
Possessing a fleet larger tlian they had ever before had united 
in Asia, together with a numerous body of allies, they calculated 
on being able to get money to pay their men without Persian aid; 
and an invitation, which they just now received from various 
powerful men at Rhodes, tended to strengthen such confidence. 
The island of Rhodes, inhabited by a Dorian population consid
erable in number as well as distinguished for nautical skill, was 
at this time divided between three separate city governments, as 
it had been at the epoch of the Homeric Catalogue,- Lindus, 
Ialysus, and Kameirus; for the city called Rhodes, formed by a 
coalescence of all these three, dates only from two or three years 
after the period which we have now reached. Invited by several 
of the wealthy men of the island, the Peloponnesian fleet first 
attacked Kameirus, the population of which, intimidated by a 
force of ninety-four triremes, and altogether uninformed of their 
approach, abandoned their city, which had no defences, and fled 
to the mountains.2 All the. three Rhodian towns, destitute of 

1 Thucyd. viii, 43. 
2 Thucyd. viii, 44. Ol o' l~ 'r~V 'Pooov, brtK71pvuvoµev(,)1J U1r0 TWV ovva

T(,)'rU'r(,)V uvOpwv, 'rlJV yvwµ71v elxov rrAelv, etc . 
• • • Ka< r.po<J,3al.6vrec Kaµeipr,J rij' 'Pooia, r.pwry, vav<Jt rfo<Jap<Jt Kat 

lvvevijKOVTa, t ge 1' 6 (3 1/ (J a v µ ev .,. 0 i! ' 'Ir 0 A A 0 i! ,, 0 ;, K ei 06Ta ' Tu 

r. pa (J (J 6µ f v a, Kat l¢vyov, tiAA(,)C Te Kat ureqfo7ov OiJ<JT)~ T~{; ITOlcW{;, etc. 
'Ve have to remark here, as on former occasions of revolts among the 
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fortification~, were partly persuaded, partly frightened, into the 
step of revolting from Athens and allying themselves with the Pel
oponnesians. The Athenian fleet, whose commanders were just 
now too busy with political intrigue to keep due military watch, 
arrived from Samos too late to save Rhodes, and presently re
turned to the former island, leaving detachments at Chalke and 
Kos to harass the Peloponnesians with desultory attacks. 

The Peloponnesians now levied from the Rhodians a contribu
tion of thirty-two talents, and adopted the island as the main statioa 
for their fleet, instead of l\Iiletus. 1Ve can explain this change 
of place by their recent unfriendly discussion with Tissaphernes, 
and their desire to be more out of his reach.I But what we can
not so easily expllJ.in, is, that they remained on the island with
out any movement or military action, and actually hauled their 
triremes ashore, for the space of no less than eighty days ; that 
is, from about the middle of January to the end of l\farch 
411 B.c. 1Vhile their powerful fleet of ninety-four triremes, 
superior to that of Athens at Samos, was thus lying idle, their 
allies in Chios were known to be suffering severe and increasing 
distress, and repeatedly pressing for aid: 2 moreover, the promise 
of sending to cooperate with Pharnabazus against the Athenian 
dependencies on the Hellespont, remained unperformed.3 1Ve 
may i_mpute such extreme military slackness mainly to the insidi
ous policy of Tissaphernes, now playing a double game between 
Sparta and Athens. Ile still kept up intelligence with the Pelo
ponnesians at Rhodes, paralyzed their energies by assurances 
that the Phenician fleet was actually on its way to aid them, and 
insured the success of these intrigues by bribes distributed per-

dependent allies of Athens, that the general population of the allied city 
manifests no previous discontent, nor any spontaneous disposition to revolt. 
The powerful men of the island- those who, if the government was demo· 
cratical, formed the oligarchical minority, but who formed the government 
itself, if oligarchical-conspire and bring- in the Peloponnesian force, un· 
known to the body of the citizens, and thus leave to the latter no free 
choice. The real feeling towards Athens on the part of the body of the 
citizens is one of simple acquiescence, with little attachment on the one 
hand, yet no hatred, or sense of practical suffering, on the other. 

1 Thucyd. viii, 44: compare c. 57. ~ Thucyd. viii, 40-55. 
3 Thucyd. viii, 39. 

http:expllJ.in
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sonally among the generals and the.trierarchs. Even Astyochus, 
the general-in-chief; took his share in this corrup~ bargain, against 
which not one stood out except the Syracusan Hermokrates.I 
Such prolonged inaction of the armament, at the moment of its 
greatest force, was thus not simply the fruit of honest mistake, 
like the tardiness of Nikias in Sicily, but proceeded from the dis
honesty and personal avidity of the Peloponnesian officers. 

I have noticed, on more than one previous occasion, the many 
evidences which exist of the prevalence of personal corruption 
even in its coarsest form, that of direct bribery- among the 
leading Greeks of all the cities, when acting individually. Of 
such evidences the incident here recorded is not the least remark
able. Nor ought this general fact ever to be forgotten by those 
who discuss the question between oligarchy and democracy, as it 
stood in the Grecian world. The confident pretensions put forth 
by the wealthy and oligarchical Greeks to superior virtue, public 
as well as private, - and the quiet repetition, by various writers 
modern and ancient, of the laudatory epithets implying such as
sumed virtue, - are so far from being borne out by history, that 
these individuals were perpetually ready as statesmen to betray 
their countrymen, or as generals even to betray the interests of their 
soldiers, for the purpose of acquiring money themselves. Of course, 
it is not meant that this was true of all of them; but it was true suf
ficiently often, to be reckoned upon as a contingency more than 
probable. If, speaking on the average, the leading men of a 
Grecian community were not above the commission of political 
misdeeds thus palpable, and of a nature not to be disguised even 
from themselves, far less would they be above the vices, always 
more or less mingled with self-delusion, of pride, power-seeking, 
party-antipathy or sympathy, love of ease, etc. And if the com
munity were to have any chance of guarantee against such abuses, 
it could only be by full license of accusation against delinquents, 

1 Thucyd. viii, 45. Suggestions of Alkibiades to Tissaphernes - Kai 
TOV( TptT}papxov~ /Wt TOV( UTpaTTJYOV( TWV 11"0Aec.>V l:oiclauKtV ,;, (J T e 0 6 v Ta 

x p iJ µ a T a a vT il v 11" ti: u a t, wuTe ~ v yx w p iJ u a t T a vT a I: av T i;J, 
11"A~V TWV };vpaKO<JlCJV. TOVTCJV oe, 'EpµoKpUTT}( ~vaVTtOVTO µ 6 v 0 r lmep TOV 

~Vµ1l"aVTO( ~vµµax1KOV. 
About the bribes to Astyochus himself, see also c. 50. 
VOL. vu. 26oc. 
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and certainty of trial before judges identified in interest with the 
people themselves. Such were the securities which the Grecian 
democracies, especially that of Athens, tried to provide; in a 
manner not always wise, still less always ~ffectual, but assuredly 
justified, in the amplest manner, by the urgency and prevalence 
of the evil. Yet in the common representations given of Athe· 
nian affairs, this evil is overlooked or evaded ; the precautions 
taken against it are denounced as so many evidences of demo
cratical ill-temper and injustice; and the class of men, through 
whose initiatory action alone such precautions were enforced, are 
held up to scorn as demagogues and sycopltants. Had these Pel
oponnesian generals and trierarchs, who under the influence of 
bribes wasted two important months in inaction, been Athenians, 
there might have been some chance of their being tried and pun
ished; though even at Athens the chance of impunity to offend
ers, through powerful political clubs and other sinister artifices, 
was much greater than it ought to have been. So little is it con· 
sistent with the truth, however often affirmed, that judicial accu
sation was too easy, and judicial condemnation too frequent. 
When the judicial precautions provided at Athens are looked at, 
as they ought to be, side by side with the evil, they will be found 
imperfect, indeed, boih in the scheme and in the working, but 
certainly neither uncalled for nor over-severe. 
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