REDUCTION OF VISA FEES
- FOR NONIMMIGRANTS

Exchange of notes at Vienna January 12, 1926 - .
Entered into force January 12, 1926; operative February 15, 1926
Superseded by agreement of June 10 and 28 and July 12, 1949 *

Department bf_State files

The American Minister to the Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs.

VIENNA, January 12, 1926 -
ExcELLENCY: ‘

I have hitherto had the honor to advise Your Excellency that the Govern-
ment of the United States of America is disposed to enter into a reciprocal
non-immigrant visa agreement with the Government of the Republic of
Austria. My Government is animated especially by a desire to benefit the
nationals of either country travelling as tourists or on business in the territory
of the other and the classes of Austrian nationals coming within the scope
of such an agreement would be those defined as nonimmigrants by Section 3
of the Immigration Act of 1924, enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled and ap-
‘proved May 26th, 1924, to wit:

Sec. 3. When used in this Act the term “immigrant” means any
alien departing from any place outside the United States destined for the
United States, except (1) a government official, his family, attendants,
servants, and employees, (2) an alien visiting the United States tem-
porarily as a tourist or temporarily for business or pleasure, (3) an alien
in continuous transit through the United States, (4) an alien lawfully
admitted to the United States who later goes in transit from one part
of the United States to another through foreign contiguous territory,
(5) a bona fide alien seaman serving as such on a vessel arriving at
a port of the United States and seeking to enter temporarily the United
States solely in the pursuit of his calling as a seaman, and (6) an alien
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entitled to enter the United States solely to carry on trade under and
in pursuance of the provisions of a present existing treaty of commerce
and navigation.

In pursuance of verbal communications which have passed between Your
Excellency and me, I have the honor to propose that the Government of
the United States from February 15th, 1926 until further notice will collect,
instead of the visa fees now in force, the following visa fees from Austrian
nationals other than immigrants:

(1). For a transit visa valid for twelve months from the date of granting
the visa for a single journey through the United States without voluntary

interruption of the journey . ... ................ $0.25.
(2). For a visa valid for twelve months from the date of granting the
visa for any number of entries and exits from the United States . . . . $2.00.

Outside of Austria and the United States, Austrian nationals will pay the
equivalent of the rates mentioned above in American currency in the cur-
rency of the country or any legal tender declared admissible according to
the rate of exchange made known at certain times.

Reciprocally, it is understood that Austrian officials entrusted with the
granting of visas will be instructed to collect from February 15th, 1926 until
further notice from American nationals of the non-immigrant classes as
above defined, instead of the visa fees now in force, the following visa fees:

(1). For a transit visa for one trip through Austria without voluntary
interruption of the jourmey . ... .............. 0.S. 1.80.
(2). For a visa valid during a period of twelve months from date of
passing the frontier for any number of entries into and exits from
Austria . . . . ..o L e e L. .. 08 14.50.

The Austrian bureaux in the United States entrusted with the granting of
visas to citizens of the United States of America will until further notice,
in place of these fees, collect as visa fees for a transit trip (No. 1) 25 cents,
and for an indefinite number of trips (No. 2) $2.00. Outside of Austria
or the United States, citizens of the United States will have to pay the
equivalent of the above fees stated in Schillings in the currency of the country
or in other means of payment pronounced to be suitable, according to the
rate of exchange of the day.

Besides the fees indicated no other fees of any kind or character will be
collected when issuing the visas or for applications therefor.

I should esteem it a favor if Your Excellency would notify to me the con-
sent of Your Government to this arrangement if accepted by them, in which
case my Government will consider the exchange of notes as an agreement
between the two Governments and will give the necessary instructions to
carry it into execution on behalf of the United States of America.
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I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to You assurances of my highest
consideration. . )
ALBERT H. WASHBURN
His Excellency
Dr. HElNrRICH MATAJA,
Austrian Federal Minister for Foreign A ffairs,
Vienna.

The Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs to the American Minister

[TRANSLATION]

FEDERAL CHANCELLERY
Foreign Affairs

7. §2.465-15 VIENNA, January 12, 1926

MRr. MINISTER:

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your valued note of today’s date
and have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the Austrian Federal
Government, animated by the desire to facilitate travel between Austria and
the United States as much as possible, agrees to the reciprocal non-immi-
grant visa agreement which you have proposed. The term “non-immigrant”
shall be understood to refer to the persons defined in Section 3 of the United
States Immigration Act of 1924, to wit:

Sec. 3. When used in this Act the term “immigrant” means any
alien departing from any place outside the United States destined for
the United States, except (1) a government official, his family, attend-
ants, servants, and employees, (2) an alien visiting the United States
temporarily as a tourist or temporarily for business or pleasure, (3)
an alien in continuous transit through the United States, (4) an alien
lawfully admitted to the United States who later goes in transit from
one part of the United States to another through foreign contiguous
territory, (5) a bona fide alien seaman serving as such on a vessel arriv-
ing at a port of the United States and seeking to enter temporarily the
United States solely in the pursuit of his calling as a seaman, and (6) an
alien entitled to enter the United States solely to carry on trade under
and in pursuance of the provisions of a present existing treaty of
commerce and navigation.

Beginning February 15, 1926 and until further notice, the Austrian Fed-
eral Government has ordered the following fees to be charged for issuance of
visas to citizens of the United States of America in the abovementioned
categories, in place of the visa fees now in force, irrespective of the Govern-
ment agency issuing the visa in this country or abroad:

(1) For a visa for a single journey through Austria without voluntary
interruption of the journey ... .. .. ... ... ... ... ... S 1.80
219-919—70—23
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(2) For a visa for an unlimited number of journeys to Austria during a
period of 12 months from the date of the first crossing of the frontier . S 14.50

The Government agencies charged with the issuance of visas in the United
States of America will until further notice in lieu of the fees stated above col-
lect from citizens of the United States of America visa fees of 25¢ for transit
journeys (Item 1) or $2.00 for repeated entries (Item 2). Outside Austria
and the United States of America, citizens of the United States shall pay the
equivalent of the fees stated above in schillings in the currency of the country
or any other currency declared legal tender, at the rate of exchange published
from time to time. No other fees of whatever name or description than the
fees indicated above shall be charged for the issuance of or the application
for visas.

The Austrian Federal Government is making this statement on the under-
standing that the Government of the United States of America will issue
instructions that beginning February 15, 1926 until further notice the fol-
lowing fees, set forth in Your Excellency’s note, will be charged for issuance of
visas to nationals of the Austrian Federal Republic in the above-mentioned
non-immigrant categories, in place of the visa fees now in force:

(1) For a transit visa, valid for a period of twelve months from the date
of issuance, for a single journey through the United States of America with-
out voluntary interruption of the journey . . . ... ........ $0.25

(2) For a visa, valid for a period of twelve months from the date
of issuance, for an unlimited number of entries to or exits from the
United States . ...... e e e e e e $2.00

The Austrian Federal Government shall consider such an agreement as
having been concluded by the note of Your Excellency, dated the 12th inst.
and ‘the present note, and shall give the necessary instructions to have it
carried into effect by the Austrian agencies charged with the issuance of
visas.

* Accept, Mr. Minister, the renewed assurance of my high consideration.

MaTAaJa
His Excellency,

Dr. ALBERT HENRY WASHBURN,
Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America



