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County, Tllinois, to a point in Gibson County, in the State of Indiana,
are hereby extended one and three years respectively from the date
of approval hereof.

Skc. 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.

Approved, July 3, 1926.

CHAP. 750.—An Act To amend the Act approved June 4, 1897, by author-
izing an increase in the cost of lands to be embraced in the Shiloh National
Military Park, Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act
approved June 4, 1897 (Thirtieth Statutes, page 43), is hereby
amended to read as follows: “ The limit of cost of all lands to be
embraced within the boundaries of the Shiloh National Military
Park, Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, is hereby increased from
$50,000 to $57,100, and that an appropriation in the sum of $7,100
is hereby authorized to be made for the acquisition of two small
additional parcels of land within the boundaries of said park.”

Approved, July 3, 1926.

CHAP. 751.—An Act To amend the World War Adjusted Compensation Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 302
of the World War Adjusted Compensation Act is amended, to take
effect as of May 19, 1924, to read as follows:

“Sec. 302. (a) A veteran may receive the benefits to which he
is entitled by application claiming the benefits of this Act, filed
with the Secretary of War, if he is serving in, or his last service
was with, the military forces; or filed with the Secretary of the
?Iavy, if he is serving in, or his last service was with, the naval

orces.

“(b) Such application shall be made and filed on or before Janu-
ary 1, 1928, (1) personally by the veteran, or (2) in case physical or
mental incapacity prevents the making or filing of a personal appli-
cation, then by such representative of the veteran and in such man-
ner as may be by regulations prescribed. An application made by
a person other than the representative authorized by any such regu-
lation, or not filed on or before January 1, 1928, shall be held void.
If the veteran dies after the application is made and before it is
filed it may be filed by any person: Provided, however, That if the
veteran died between May 19, 1924, and July 1, 1924, without
making the application, leaving a widow surviving him, the appli-
cation may be made by the widow and shall be valid with the same
force and effect in every respect as if the application had been made
by the veteran.

“(c) If the veteran dies after the application is made, it shall
be valid if the Secretary of War or the Secretary of the Navy, as
the case may be, finds that it bears the bona fide signature of the
applicant, discloses an intention to claim the benefits of this Act on
behalf of the veteran, and is filed on or before January 1, 1928,
whether or not the veteran is alive at the time it is filed. If the
veteran dies and payments are made to his dependents under Title
VI. and thereafter a valid application is filed under this section,
then if the adjusted service credit of the veteran is more than $30,
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payment shall be made in accordance with Title V, less any amounts
already paid under Title VI )

_(d) The Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy shall
jointly make any regulations necessary to the efficient administra-
tion of the provisions of this section.”

SEc. 2. Section 303 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 303 (a) As soon as practicable after the receipt of a valid
application the Secretary of War or the Secretary of the Navy, as
the case may be, shall transmit to the Director of the United States
Veterans’ Bureau (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the
Director) the application and a certificate setting forth—

“(1) That a valid application has been received;

“(2) That the applicant is a veteran;

“(3) His name and address;

“(4) The date and place of his birth; and

“(5) The amount of his adjusted service credit.

“(b) Upon receipt of such certificate the Director shall proceed
to extend to the veteran the benefits provided for in Title IV or V.”

Skc. 3. (a) Section 308 of such Act is amended, to take effect as
of May 19, 1924, to read as follows:

“Src. 308. No sum payable under this Act to a veteran or his
dependents, or to his estate, or to any beneficiary named under Title
V, no adjusted service certificate, and no proceeds of any loan made
on such certificate shall be subject to attachment, levy, or seizure
under any legal or equitable process, or to National or State taxa-
tion, and no deductions on account of any indebtedness of the veteran
to the United States shall be made from the adjusted service credit
or from any amounts due under this Act.”

(b) As used in this section the term “original credit” means
the amount of the adjusted service credit computed under the World
War Adjusted Compensation Act before its amendment by this Act,
less amounts deducted on account of any indebtedness of the veteran
to the United States; and the term “ new credit ” means the amount
of the adjusted service credit computed under such Act as amended
by this Act, without such deduction.

(c) If the veteran is alive at the time of the enactment of this

Act and the benefits of the World War Adjusted Compensation Act
have been extended to him, then any excess of the new credit over
the original credit shall be considered as if it were a separate
adjusted service credit and the benefits of such Act shall be extended
in respect thereof according to the terms of such Act as amended
by this Act. _ '
(d) If the veteran has died before the enactment of this Act and
hefore making application under section 302 of the \Vprld War
Adjusted Compensation Act, then if any part of the original credit
has been paid to the dependents of the veteran, any remaining (;mrt
shall be paid as provided in Title VI of such Act as amended by
this Act, and any excess of the new credit over the original credit
shall be paid in cash in a lump sum to the dependents as provided
in Title VI of such Act as amended by this Act.

(e) If the veteran has died before the enactment of this Act after
having made application, then—

(1) If the original credit was not over $50 and the new credit is g

not over $50 payment shall be made as provided in subdivision (d).

(2) If the original credit was not over $50 and the new credit is
over $50 then the face value of an adjusted service certificate
computed on the basis of the new credit shall be paid to the
beneficiary named, or, if the beneficiary died before the veteran and
no new beneficiary was named or if no beneficiary was named in the
application, then to the estate of the veteran. If in any such case
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any payments have already been made to the veteran or his
dependents, the amount of such payments shall be deducted from the
face value of the adjusted service certificate. A :

(3) If the original credit was over $50 then the face value of an
adjusted service certificate computed on the basis of the excess of
the new credit over the original credit shall be paid as provided in
paragraph (2) of this subdivision.

(f) Wherever under this Act or the World War Adjusted
Compensation Act it is provided that payment shall be made by the
Director of the United States Veterans’ Bureau to the estate of any
decedent, such payment, if not over $500, may, under regulations
prescribed by the Director, be made to the persons found by him to
be entitled thereto, without the necessity of compliance with the
requirements of law in respect of the administration of such estate.

Sec. 4. (a) Any person who charges or collects, or attempts to
charge or collect, either directly or indirectly, any fee or other
compepsation for assisting in any manner a veteran, his dependents
or other beneficiary under this Act, in obtaining any of the benefits,
privileges or loans to which he is entitled under the provisions of
this Act, shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine of not
more than $500, or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.

(b) Such Act is amended by adding after section 309 a new
section to read as follows:

“ FINALITY OF DECISIONS

“ Sgc. 810. The decisions of the Secretary of War, the Secretary
of the Navy, and the Director, on all matters within their respective
jurisdictions under the provisions of this Act (except the duties
vested in them by Title %II) shall be final and conclusive.”

Sko. 5. Section 503 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“ Src, 503. No certificate issued or right conferred under the pro-
visions of this title shall, except as provided in section 502, be
negotiable or assignable or serve as security for a loan. Any nego-
tiation, assignment, or loan made in violation of any provision of
this section shall be held void. If any person is named as bene-
ficiary by the veteran as a consideration for the making of a loan
to the veteran by such person or any other person, such naming
shall be void. Any person who accepts an assignment of a certifi-
cate or receives a certificate as security for a loan contrary to the
provisions of this title, or who makes a loan to a veteran in con-
sideration of the naming by the veteran of such person or any
other person as beneficiary, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall upon conviction thereof be fined not more than $500 or
xmgrxsoned not more than one year, or both.”

Sgc. 6. Section 601 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 601. If the veteran has died before making application
under section 302, or, if entitled to receive adjusted service pay, has
died after making application but before he has received payment
under Title IV, then the amount of his adjusted service credit shall
(as soon as practicable after receipt of an application in accordance
with the provisions of section 604, but not before March 1, 1925)
be paid to his dependents, in the following order of preference:

“(1) To the widow;

“(2) 1If no widow entitled to payment, then to the children, share
and share alike: ’

“(8) If no widow or children entitled to payment, then to the
mother; i '

“(4) If no widow, children, or mother, entitled to payment, then
to the father.” )
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Sec. 7. Section 602 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“ Sec. 602. (a) No payment under section 601 shall be made to a
widow 1f she has remarried before making application, or if at the
time of the death of the veteran was living apart from him by
reason of her own willful act; nor unless dependent at the time of
the death of the veteran or at any time thereafter and before Janu-
ary 2, 1928. The widow shall be presumed to have been dependent
at the time of the death of the veteran upon a showing of the
martial cohabitation.

“(b) Payment under section 601 shall be made to a child if (1)
under 18 years of age at the time of the death of the veteran, or
(2) at any time thereafter and before January 2, 1928, incapable of
self-support by reason of mental or physical defect.

“(c) No payment under section 601 shall be made to a mother or
father unless dependent at the time of the death of the veteran or
at any time thereafter and before January 2, 1928. If at the time
of the death of the veteran or at any time thereafter and before
January 2, 1928, the mother is unmarried or over 60 years of age,
or the father is over 60 years of age, such mother or father, respec-
tively, shall be presumed to be dependent.”

Skc. 8. Section 605 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“ Sgc. 605. (a) As soon as practicable after the receipt of a valid
application the Secretary of War or the Secretary of the Navy, as
the case may be, shall transmit to the Director the application and
a certificate setting forth—

“(1) That a valid application has been received;

“(2) The name and address of the applicant; ) _

“(3) That the individual upon whom the applicant bases his
claim to payment was a veteran; .

“(4) The name of such veteran and the date and place of his
birth; and . ) )

“(5) The amount of the adjusted service credit of the veteran.

“(b) Upon receipt of such certificate the Director shall proceed
to extend to the applicant the benefits provided in this title if the
Director finds that the applicant is the dependent entitled thereto.”

Skc. 9. Section 607 of such Act is amended by striking out »and ”
at the end of subdivision (b), by striking out the period at the
end of subdivision (¢) and insertir_lg a semicolon and the word
“and ”, and by adding after subdivision (c) a new subdivision to
read as follows: . . L

“(d) The term ‘ widow ’ includes widower.”

Sgkc. 10. Title VI of such Act is amended by adding at the end
thereof a new section to read as follows:

“ Sge. 608. If the veteran died while in the service and before
July 1, 1919, and if an adjusted service credit has been or 1s, after
this section takes effect, certified to the Director, then the sum of
%60 shall be paid in a lump sum to the dependents of such veteran in
the same manner as is provided in sections 601 and 602 of this Act.”

Sgc. 11. This Act shall not invalidate any payments made or appli-
cations received under the World War Adjusted Compensation Act
before the enactment of this Act. Payments under awards hereto-
fore or hereafter made shall be made to the dependent entitled
thereto regardless of change in status, unless another dependent
establishes to the satisfaction of the Director a priority of prei-
erence under such Act as amended by this Act. Upon the estab-
lishment of such preference the remaining installments shall be paid
to such dependent, but in no case shall the total payments under
Title VI of such Act (except section 608) exceed the adjusted service
credit of the veteran.
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Now section. mena. . OEC- 12. Title VII of such Act is amended by adding at the end
 nishmont for thereof a new section to read as follows: )
counterfeiting, etc.,ad- < OEC. 704. Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits, or alters,
Justed service certif- or causes or procures to be made, forged, counterfeited, or altered, or
willingly aids or assists in falsely making, forging, counterfeiting,
or altering an adjusted service certificate issued under authority of
this Act, or whoever passes, utters, publishes, or sells, or attempts
to pass, utter, publish, or sell, any such false, forged, counterfeited,
or altered certificate, with intent to defraud the United States or
any person, or whoever has in possession any such falsely made,
forged, counterfeited, or altered certificate, with intent to unlaw-
fully use the same, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$5,000 and imprisonment not more than fifteen years. The Secretary
of the Treasury is hereby authorized to direct and use the Secret
Service Division of the Treasury Department to detect, arrest, and
deliver into the custody of the United States marshal having juris-
diction any person or persons viclating any of the provisions of
) _ this section.”
asgeain effective  Qpo, 13. Title VII of such Act is further amended by adding at
oo’ 45 p-18Lamend- the end thereof a new section to take effect as of May 19, 1924, and
) to read as follows:
“ Sec. 705. Whenever it appears to the Director, by evidence clear
B ~ and satisfactory to him, that any adjusted service certificate has,
daarisions lorisuing without bad faith upon the part of the person entitled to payment
thereon, been lost, destroyed, wholly or in part, or so defaced as to
impair its value to the rightful holder, and such adjusted service
certificate is identified by number and description, the Director shall
under such regulations and with such resirictions as to time and
retention for security or otherwise as he may prescribe, issue a dupli-
cate thereof of like value in all respects to the original certificate and
Bond from lawtm SC marked as to show the original number of the certificate lost,
balder, ete. @ destroyed, or defaced, and the date thereof. The lawful holder of
such certificate who makes application for a duplicate shall sur-
render the original, if existing, or z0 much thereof as may remain
and shall file in the United gtates Veterans’ Bureau a bond in a
penal sum of the face value of such lost, destroyed, or defaced cer-
tificate, with two good and sufficient securities, residents of the
United States, to be approved by the Director, with condition to
indemnify and save harmless the United States from any claim upon
Pest, p. 1390, such lost, destroyed, or defaced certificate.”

Approved, July 3, 1926.
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July 3, 1626, .
[H. R.10058.] CHAP. 752.—An Act To authorize notaries public and other State officers
{Public, No. 473.]  to administer oaths required by the United States.

o Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
capinistration of -0 d States of America in Congress asseZn»blegf That in all {:ases
e, oic, officers in which, under the laws of the United States, oaths are authorized
by Uzited States. or required to be administered, they may be administered by notaries
ublic duly appointed in any State, District, or Territory of the

Inited States, by clerks and prothonotaries of courts of record of
any such State, District, or Territory, by the deputies of such clerks
and prothonotaries, and by all magistrates authorized by the laws
of or pertaining to any such State, District, or Territory to admin-
ister oaths.

Approved, July 3, 1926.



