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CHAP. 1469.—An Act For the extension of Rittenhouse street, and for other
purposes. ’

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That within twenty days after
the dedication to the District of Columbia of at least two-thirds of the
land necessary for the extension of Rittenhouse street as hereinafter
described the Commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and they
are hereby, authorized and directed to institute in the supreme court
of the District of Columbia, sitting as a district court, by petition par-
ticularly describing the lands to be taken, a proceeding in rem to con-
demn the land that may be necessary for the extension of Rittenhouse.
street, with a width of ninety feet, from Broad Branch road westward
to the District line, said street being shown on the permanent system
of highway plans about seven hundred feet north of a line passing east
and west through the center of Chevy Chase circle.

SEc. 2. That the entire amount found to be due and awarded as
damages for and in respect of the land condemned for the extension of
Rittenhouse street as herein provided shall be assessed by the jury
hereinafter provided for as benefits, and to the extent of such benefits,
against those pieces or parcels of land on each side of said street as.
extended, and also on any or all pieces or parcels of land which will be
benefited by the extension of said street as said jury may find said pieces.
or parcels of land will be benefited, and in determining the amounts to
be assessed against said pieces or parcels of lands the jury shall take
into consideration the respective situations of such pieces or parcels of
land and the benefits they may severally receive from the extension of
said street as aforesaid, and the verdict of said jury shall also be for a.
sufficient sum to cover all the costs of the condemnation proceedings
herein provided for: Provided, That the remaining portion of any
parcel of land of any party dedicating shall be exempt from any assess-
ment in respect to the cost of condemning any portion of said street
that may not be dedicated or from any assessment for benefits of the
extension of Rittenhouse street.

Sec. 3. That the said court shall cause public notice of not less than
ten days to be given of the filing of said proceedings, by advertisement.
in sucg manner as the court sﬁall prescribe, which notice shall warn
all persons having any interest in the proceedings to attend court at a
day to be named in said notice and to continue in attendance until the
court shall have made its final order ratifying and confirming the
award of dama%es and assessment of benefits of the jury; and in addi-
tion to such public notice said court, whenever in its judgment it is
practicable to do so, may cause a copy of said notice to be served by
the marshal of the District of Columbia or his deputies upon suc
owners of the land to be condemned as may be found by said marshal
or his deputies within the District of Columbia.

Skc. 4. That after the return of the marshal and the filing of proof
of publication of the notice provided for in the preceding section, said
court shall cause a jury of seven judicious, disinterested men, not related
to any person interested in the proceedings, and not in the service or
employment of the District of Columbia or of the United States, to be
summoned by the marshal of the District of Columbia, to which jurors
said court sl}a’all administer an oath or affirmation that they are not
interested in any manner in the land to be condemned nor are in any
way related to the parties interested therein, and that they will, without
favor or partiality, to the best of their judgment, assess the damages
each owner of land taken may sustain by reason of the extension of
said street and the condemnation of lands for the purposes of such exten-
sion, and assess the benefits resulting therefrom as hereinbefore pro-

vided. The court, before accepting the jury, shall hear any objections -

that may be made to any member thereof, and shall have full power to
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decide upon all such objections and to excuse any juror or cause any
vacancy in the jury, when impaneled to be filled; and after said jury
shall have been organized and shall have viewed the premises, said jury
shall proceed, in the presence of the court, if the court shall so direct,
or otherwise as the court may direct, to hear and receive such evidence
as may be offered or submitted on behalf of the District of Columbia
and by any person or persons having any interest in the proceedings
for the extension of said street. W%xen the hearing is concluded tge
jury, or a majority of them, shall return to said court, in writing, its
verdict of the amount to be found due and payable as damages sus-
tained by reason of the extension of said street under the provisions
thereof, and of the pieces or parcels of land benefited by such extension
and the amount of the assessment for such benefits against the same,
including its proportionate share of the cost of the condemnation pro-
ceedings herein provided for.

Skc. 5. That if the use of a part only of any piece or parcel of ground
shall be condemned, the jury, in determining its value, shall not take
into consideration any benefits that may accrue to the remainder
thereof from the extension of said street or highway, but such benefits
shall be considered in determining what assessment shall be made on
or against such part of such piece or parcel of land as may not be
taken as hereinbefore provideg.

SEc. 6. That the court shall have power to hear and determine any
objections which may be filed to said verdict or award, and to set aside
and vacate the same, in whole or-in part, when satisfied that it is unjust
or unreasonable, and in such event & new jury shall be summoned, who
shall proceed to assess the damages or benefits, as the case may be, in
respect of the land as to which the verdict may be vacated, as in the
case of the first jury: Provided, That if vacated in part, the residue of
the verdict and award as to the land condemned or assessed shall not
be affected thereby: And provided further, That the exceptions or
objections to the verdict and award shall be filed within thirty days
affer the return of such verdict and award.

Skc. 7. That when the verdict of said jury shall bave been finally
ratified and confirmed by the court, as herein provided, the amounts
of money awarded and adjudged to be payable for lands taken under
the provisions hereof shall be paid to the owners of said land by the
Treasurer of the United States, ex officio commissioner of the sinking
fund of the District of Columbis, upon the warrant of the Commis-
sioners of said District, out of the revenues of the District of Colum-
bia; and a sufficient sum to (Fay the amounts of said judgments and
awards is hereby appropriated out of the revenues of the District of
Columbia.

Skc. 8. That when confirmed by the court, the several assessments
herein provided to be made shall severally be a lien upon the land
assessed, and shull be collected as special improvement taxes in the
District of Columbia, and shall be payable in two equal annual install-
ments, with interest at the rate of ten per centum per annum from
and after sixty days after the confirmation of the verdict and award.
In all cases of payments the accounting officers shall take into account
the assessment for benefits and the award for damages, and shall pay
only such part of said award in respect of any lot as may be in excess
of the assessment for benefits against the part of such lot not taken,
and there shall be credited on said assessment the amount of said
award not in excess of said assessment.

Skc. 9. That said court may allow amendments in form or substance
in any petition, process, record, or proceeding, or in the description
of property proposed to be taken, or of property assessed for bene-
fits whenever such amendments will not interfere with the substantial
rights of the parties interested.
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Skc. 10. That each juror shall receive as compensation the sum of
five dollars per day for his services during the time he shall be actually
engaged in such services under the provisions hereof. T

SEC. 11. That the sum of three hundred dollars is hereby appropri-
ated, out of the revenues of the District of Columbia, to provide the
necessary funds for the costs and expenses of the condemnation pro-
ceedings taken pursuant hereto, to be repaid to the District of Columbia
from said assessments for benefits when the same are collected as
herein provided. :

Skc. 12. That no appeal by any interested party from the decision
of the supreme court of the District of Columbia confirming the
assessment or assessments of benefits or damages herein provided for,
nor any other proceeding at law or in equity by such party against the
confirmation of such assessment or assessments, shall delay or J)revent
the payment of award to others in respect to the property con emned,
nor delay or prevent the taking of any of said property sought to be
condemned, nor the opening of such street: Provided, however, That
upon the final determination of said appeal or other proceeding at law
or in equity the amount found to be due and payable as damages sus-
tained by reason of the extension of said street under the provisions
hereof shall be paid as hereinbefore provided.

Approved, March 3, 1905.

CHAP. 1470.—An Act To authorize Everett Leftwich, of Williamson, West Vir-

inia, to bridge the Tug Fork of the Big*8andy River at Nolan, Mingo County, West

irginia, where the same forms the boundary line between the States of West Vir-
ginia and Kentucky.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for
Everett Leftwich to construct and maintain a railroad, wagon, and foot
bridge and approaches thereto across the Tug Fork of the Big Sandy
River at Nolan, Mingo County, West Virginia, where the same forms
the boundary line between the States of West Virginia and Kentucky,
as the said Everett Leftwich may deem suitable for his purposes, sub-
ject to the approval of the Secretary of War.

SEc. 2. TEat any bridge authorized to be constructed under this Act
shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known as a
post route, and shall enjey all the rights and privileges of other post
roads in the United States, upon which also no higher charge shall be
made for the transmission over the same of the mails, or for through
passengers, or freight passing over said bridge and approaches than
the rate per mile paid for transportation over the railroads leading to
said bridge; and the United States shall have the right of way for
postal, telegraph, and telephone purposes without (~iarge therefor
across said bridge and approaches.

Said bridge shall be built and located under and subject to such
regulations for the security of navigation as the Secretary of War
shall prescribe; and to secure that object the said Everett Leftwich
shall submit to the Secretary of War, for his examination and approval,
a design and drawings of the hridge and a map of the location, givin
for the space of one mile above and one mile below the purposeg
location the high and low water lines upon the banks of the river, the
direction and strength of the current at all stages of the water, with
the soundings, accurately showing the bed of the stream and the
location of any other bridge or bridges, such map to be sufficiently in
detail to enable the Secretary of War to judge of the proper location
of said bridge, and shall furnish such other information as may he
required for a full and satisfactory understanding of the subject; and
until the said plans and locations are approved by the Secretary of
War the bridge shall not be commencetf or built; and should any



