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March 3, 1897. CHAP. 390.-An Act To authorize the Supreme Court of the United States to issue
writs of certiorari to the court of appeals of the District of Columbia in the same cases
and manner that it may do in respect of the circuit court of appeals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Districtof olumbia. States of America in Congress assembled, That in any case heretoforeSupreme Court may

issue certiorari to made final in the court of appeals of the District of Columbia it shall
court ofappeals. be competent for the Supreme Court to require, by certiorari or other-

wise, any such case to be certified to the Supreme Court for its review
and determination, with the same power and authority in the case as
if it had been carried by appeal or writ of error to the Supreme Court.

Approved, March 3, 1897.

March 3, 1897. CHAP. 391.-An Act Revising and amending the statutes relating to patents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
PatentnOs not States of America in Congress assembled, That section forty-eight hun-

known to others. dred and eighty-six of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby
is, amended by inserting on line four, after the word "country," the
words "before his invention or discovery thereof," and on line five, after
the word "thereof," the words "or more than two years prior to his
application," so that the clause so amended will read as follows:

Inventions patent- "SEC. 4886. Any person who has invented or discovered any new and
able.

R. S., sec. 488 p.946, useful art, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new
amended. and useful improvements thereof, not known or used by others in this

country, before his invention or discovery thereof, and not patented or
described in any printed publication in this or any foreign country,
before his invention or discovery thereof, or more than two years prior
to his application, and not in public use or on sale in this country for
more than two years prior to his application, unless the same is proved
to have been abandoned, may, upon payment of the fees required by
law, and other due proceeding had, obtain a patent therefor."

nfringement. SEC. 2. That section forty-nine hundred and twenty of the Revised
Statutes be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding to the third
clause of said section after "thereof" and before "or" the following
words: "or more than two years prior to his application for a patent
therefor," so that the section so amended will read as follows:

Pleadings and evi- "SEC. 4920. In any action for infringement the defendant may plead
detioe in nfringement the general issue, and, having given notice in writing to the plaintiff

R. s. sec. 4920. r. 52 or his attorney thirty days before, may prove on trial any one or more
amend e . of the following special matters:

" First. That for the purpose of deceiving the public the description
and specification filed by the patentee in the Patent Office was made to
contain less than the whole truth relative to his invention or discovery,
or more than is necessary to produce the desired effect; or,

" Second. That he had surreptitiously or unjustly obtained the patent
for that which was in fact invented by another, who was using reason-
able diligence in adapting and perfecting the same; or,

"Third. That it has been patented or described in some printed pub-
lication prior to his supposed invention or discovery thereof, or more
than two years prior to his application for a patent therefor; or,

"Fourth. That he was not the original and first inventor or discoveror
of any material and substantial part of the thing patented; or,

" Fifth. That it had been in public use or on sale in this country for
more than two years before his application for a patent, or had been
abandoned to the public.

Proot "And in notices as to proof of previous invention, knowledge, or use
of the thing patented, the defendant shall state the names of the pat-
entees and the dates of their patents, and when granted, and the names
and residences of the persons alleged to have invented or to have had
the prior knowledge of the thing patented, and where and by whom it


