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thereof, within said District, while such association shall be so enjoined
or prohibited from doing business pursmant to this Act, shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than
two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in said jail not less than
thirty days nor more than one year, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment, in the discretion of the court. ‘

SEC. 15. That any person who shall act within said District as an
officer, agent, or otherwise for any association which shall have failed,
neglected, or refused to comply with, or shall have violated any of the
provisions of this Act, or shall have failed or neglected to procure from
the assessor a proper certificate of authority to transact business as
provided for by this Act, shall be subject to the penalty provided in the
last preceding section for the misdemeanor therein specified. To
“transact business” or “doing business” under this Act means the
writing of applications and the soliciting of new members so far as the
penalty of the Act applies thereto. It shall not be unlawful for any
organization under section one to continue the operation of its lodges
or branches execept in securing new members.

SEc. 16. That nothing in this Act shall be construed to apply to any
corporation, society, order, or association carrying on the business of
life, health, casualty, or accident insurance for profit or gain, and shall
only apply to fraternal beneficial associations as defined by section one,
and nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to affect any
grand or subordinate lodge or branch of any such fraternal beneficial
societies, orders, or associations which limits its certificate holders to
a particular religious denomination or to the employees of a particular
town or city, designated firm, business house, or corporation, or Depart-
ment or branch of the United States Government, nor the grand or
subordinate lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, nor any
grand, subordinate lodge, or other body of Free and Accepted Masons,
nor the grand or any subordinate lodge of the Knights of Pythias, or
similar orders, associations, or societies that do not have as their prin-
cipal object the issuance of benetit certificates of membership in case of
death or the payment of sick, faneral, or death benefits exceeding in
amount one hundred dollars.

SEc. 17. That the provisions of this Act shall not exiend to nor apply
to any association or individual who shall, in the certificate filed with
the recorder of deeds, use or specify a name or style the same as that
of any previously existing incorporated fraternal beneficial association
in the District of Columbia.

SEc. 18. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro-
visions of this Act are hereby repealed: IP’rovided, That all rights,
franchises and privileges granted by this Act shall be subject to
amendment or repeal by Congress.

Approved, March 3, 1897,

CHAP. 383.—An Act To prevent the spread of contagious diseases in the District
of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purposes of this
Act the term “contagious disease” shall be held to mean Asiatic cholera,
yellow fever, typhus fever, smallpox (including varioloid), leprosy, the
plague, and glanders, or any of these diseases by whatsoever name it
may be designated; the term “case of contagious disease” shall be held
to mean any person suffering from any such disease. Any person shall
be held to be suffering from a contagious disease who is so infected by
such disease as to be capable of transmitting it to others, The presence
of the ordinary clinical symptoms of any contagious disease shall be
prima facie evidence that such case is or was such a disease; and the

635

Penalty for acting
for associations ex-
cluded from doing
business.

Not applicable to
life insurance compa-
nies, etc.

Societiesnot affected.

Inco ations ex-
oh\dedfpor

Repeal.
Provisos.

March 3, 1897,

District of Colum-
bia.

Contagions diseases.

Definitions.



. 636

A pplication of act.

FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. Sgss.II. Cm. 383. 1897,

presence in such case of the specific bacteria of such disease shall be
conclusive evidence that such case is or was such disease. The provi-
sions of this Act shall apply to every ship, vessel, steamer, boat, or craft
lying or being in the rivers, harbors, or other waters within the juris-
diction of said District, and to every tent, van, hovel, barn, outhouse,

Person in charge of cabin, or other place in said District. The term ¢ person m charge of
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a case of contagious disease” shall be held to mean, first, the head of
the family in which such case belongs; second, in his absence or disa-
bility or in case he be the person sick, the nearest relative or relatives
of such case present on the premises where such case is, and being in
attendanee on him; third, in the absence of such relatives everyone
in attendance on such person; fourth, in the absence of anyone so in
attendance, everyone in charge of the premises where such person is.

SEcC. 2. That every physician attending on or called in to visit, or
examining any case of contagious disease in the District of Columbia,
shall immediately cause such case to be properly isolated, and at once
send to the health officer of said District a certificate signed by him,
which said certificate shall state the name of the disease and the name,
age, sex, and color of the person suffering therefrom, and shall set forth
by street and number, or otherwise sufficiently designate the house,
room, or other place in which said person may be located, together with
such other reasonable information relating thereto as may be required
by said health officer: Provided, That attending, visiting, or examin-
ing any person suffering from a contagious disease shall be prima facie
evidence that any physician so doing was aware that such person was
suffering from such disease: And provided further, That any case of
sickness, the symptoms of which so resemble the symptoms of any con-
tagious disease that such case can not be immediately distinguished
from such disease, shall be propetly isolated by the person in charge
thereof until the nature of such sickness is positively determined, or
until the case has completely recovered or died; and if such case
recovers or dies without the true nature of the disease having been
ascertained, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of such case
to adopt such measures of isolation and disinfection as are required
by this Act in cases of contagious diseases.

SEc. 3. That any physician attending on or visiting any case of con-
tagious disease in said District shall send to said health officer a cer-
tificate signed by him, certifying to the recovery or death of such case,
within twenty-four hours after he becomes aware of such recovery or
death. No person suffering from any contagious disease shall be certi-
fied as having recovered therefrom until he is entirely free from danger
of communicating such disease to others.

SEc. 4. That whenever any person in said District is suffering from
any contagious disease, or suspected of being suffering from such dis-
ease, and no physician is in attendance on or called in to visit, or exam-
ines such person, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of such
case to properly isolate the same and to send to said health officer cer-
tificates relative thereto, in the same manner as is required by this Act
of physicians attending on or called in to visit, or examining like cases.

SEc. 5. That whenever it comes to the knowledge of said health
officer, either by the certificate hereinbefore provided for or otherwise,
that any person in said District is suffering from any contagious disease,
said health officer shall cause one or more suitable placards or warning
signs to be placed at once in a conspicuous position or positions upon,
at, or near the front entrance or entrances to the premises in which
such person is, so that the same can be distinetly seen by passers-by;
said placards or signs shall contain, printed thereon in large letters.
the name of the disease from which said person is suffering, and, in small
letters, a statement of the law in reference to entrance to and exit from
such house, and in reference to interfering with such placard or warn-
ing sign; if such premises be a hospital, asylum, hotel, or apartment
house said placards or warning signs may, in the discretion of said
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health officer, be placed in a conspicuous position or positions within

said premises, at such place or places as said health officer may deter-

mine; said placards or warning signs shall be displayed as aforesaid

until sach premises and the conteuts-thereof are disinfected to the sat-

isfaction of said health officer, as certified by him, and for such time
thereafter as may be necessary to demonstrate the freedom of occu-

pants of said premises from contagious disease, namely, in the case of

cholera and yellow fever, five days; typhus fever, twenty-one days;
smallpox, sixteen days; the plague, fourteen days; and glanders,
twenty-one days: Provided, That in addition to or in lieu of the placards Froviso.
or warning signs provided for above said health officer may station a )
watchman or watchmen at such building or premises for the purpose of

securing complianece with the provisions of this Act.

SEcC. 6. That no person shall in said District, without the written sign fovmaer e of
counsent of said health officer, handle, deface, obliterate, remove, or in ) :
any manner eonceal any placard or warning sign displayed as aforesaid;
the person in charge of the building or premises where such placard or
sign is or has been displayed, and which said placard or warning sign
has been to his knowledge defaced, obliterated, removed, or concealed,
shall forthwith report that fact in writing to said health officer unless
he has good reason to believe that such placard or sign has been removed
by authority of said health officer. . '

SEC. 7. That it shall be the duty of the person in charge of any case Isclationofpatients:
of contagious disease in said district to cause such case, immediately
upon the discovery thereof, to be removed to a room or rooms on the
premises where it occurs, as far as practicable from rooms occupied by
other person not affected by such contagious disease; to prevent the
entrance into the building in which such sick person is of any person
or persons except those dwelling therein at the time of the discovery of
such disease therein, the physician or physicians in attendance, the nurse
or nurses, and such persons as may be especially anthorized in writing
by said health officer to enter such building; to properly disinfect or Disinfection.
cause to be properly disinfected all articles in use in the room or rooms
in whieh such sick person is, and all exereta from such sick person before
such articles or excreta are removed from said room; and within three
days after the complete recovery, the death, or removal of such case, to
cause the premises in which sueh sick person has been and the persons
and articles thereon to be properly disinfected.

SEc. 8. That the disinfection required by this Act shall be performed yXulee for dsintec-
as follows: :

(A) All dejecta, vomit, and sputum of persons suffering from conta-
gious diseases shall be received and shall remain for not less than one
hour in vessels containing a suflicient quantity of an acid solution of
bichloride of mercury (bichloride of mercury, one part; hydrochloric
acid, two parts; water, one thousand parts), or other germicidal agent
which has been approved by said health officer.

(B) All articles which have been exposed to infection but not inctuded
among those enumerated in the preceding paragraph, shall be (a)exposed
for not less than thirty minutes to steam at a temperature of not less
than one hundred and five degrees centigrade, or (b) boiled for not
less than thirty minutes, articles to be disinfected to be completely sub-
merged, or (¢) soaked in the acid solution of bichloride of mercury
aforesaid for not less than one-half hour, or in a two per centum aqueous
solution of carbolic acid for not less than four hours, or in other germi-
cidal solution approved by said health officer, or thoroughly washed
with such solution, or (d) exposed to the vapor of formaldehyde or other
germicidal agent for such time and in such strength as may be specified
by said health officer.

{C) Persons who have convalesced from any contagious disease or who
have been exposed to such disease shall be thoroughly washed with
soap and hot water and sponged with an acid solution of bichloride of
mercury, as follows: Bichloride of mercury, one part; hydrochlorie
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acid, two parts; water, two thousand parts; or other germicidal solu-
tion approved by said health officer. The bodies of persons who have
died from any contageous disease shall be immediately enveloped in a
sheet saturated with a five per centum aqueous solution of carbolic acid
or other germicidal solution approved by said health officer.
risinfection by SEC. 9. That if the person who is or has been in charge of any case
of parties. of contagious disease in said District shall fail or refuse to properly
disinfect said premises, and persons and articles thereon, or cause the
same to be properly disinfected, within three days after the removal.
recovery, or death of such case, said health officer is hereby authorized
to cause the same to be properly disinfected and to pay the cost thereot
out of any appropriation available for the purpose, and the court before
. whom such person is tried may require him to pay such costs in addi-
Promieo. ion atpub- tion to suffering such penalty as is hereinafter specified: Provided,
lic expense. That when such person is unable, in the opinion of said health officer,
to properly disinfect such premises, or any part thereof, or any person
or persons, article or articles thereon, such premises or parts thereof,
person or persons, article or articles may be disinfected by said health
officer and the cost of such disinfection paid out of any appropriation
available therefor, including payment for articles belonging to the poor
necessarily destroyed.
Patients or expased  SEC. 10. That no person in said District suffering from any contagious
Dita toleave premises. disease, or residing either permanently or temporarily in any building
where there is such disease (or, if such buiiding be a hospital, asylum,
hotel, or apartment house, in the apartments where there is such dis-
ease) shall leave such building, or apartments, except with a written
permit from said health officer, and then only in accordance with the
terms of said permit; or with a certificate from said health officer cer-
tifying that such person can leave said building or apartments without
danger to public health. .
fonpance on Prem-  81c. 11. That no person in said Distriet shall knowingly enter any
building or if such building be a hospital, asylum, hetel or apartment
house in the apartment in which exists any case or cases of contagious
disease or any building infected by such disease except persons dwell-
ing in such building at the time of the discovery of such disease therein,
the attending physician or physicians, the nurse or nurses, and such
other person as may be especially authorized in writing by said health
officer to do so.

SEc. 12. That no person shall, in said District, keep or retain the
body of any person who has died of any contagious disease, except in
accordance with the following provisions: Such body shall not be
placed in an ice box, but shall, immediately after death, be completely
enveloped, and shall thereafter remain so enveloped, in a sheet saturated
with a five per centum aqueous solution of carbolic acid or other germi-
cidal solution, as provided in section eight; such body shall then be
immediately placed in a coffin or casket, which shall at once be tightly
closed with screws or clamps and remain so closed; such body shall be
buried, cremated, or transported beyond the limits of said District
) _ within thirty-six hours after death. )
1n eholor ter eeser SEC. 13. That no body of any person who has died of Asiatic cholera,

yellow fever, typhus fever, smallpox, including varioloid, the plague,

leprosy, or glanders, shall be carried into or out of the District of

Proviso. Columbia except in transit: Provided, That this section shall not apply

Hearses, otc. to the transportation of bodies in hearses or undertakers’ wagons for
burial in adjoining States.

SEc. 14. That in said District the body of any person who has died
of any contagious disease shall not be carried from place to place
except for the purpose of burial, cremation, or shipment, nor in any
conveyance other than a hearse or undertaker’s wagon; such body
shall not be taken into any place of public assemblage, nor shall any
person attend the funeral of any such body except adult members of

Treatment of bodies.

Burials.
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the immediate family of the deceased, his nearest friends, not exceed-
ing two, and other persons whose attendance is actually necessary.

SEC. 15. That no person shall, in said District, without a written
permit from said health officer, and then only in accordance with the
terms of said permit, carry or remove, or cause to be carried or
removed, from place to place, any person suffering from any contagious
disease, or who has been recently exposed to infection by such disease,
and is liable soon to develop the same, or to carry the infection of such
disease. No person shall, in said District, expose himself or any other
person, or permit his minor child or ward to expose himself, while suf-
fering from any contagious disease or when, having been exposed to
such disease, liable soon to develop the same or to carry the infection
thereof.

SEc. 16, That no person shall, in said District, without a written
permit from said health officer, and then only in accordance with the
terms of said permit, carry or remove, or cause to be carried or removed,
from place to place, any thing or things which have been exposed to
any case of contagious disease and which have not been properly dis-
infected since such exposure as certified by said health officer.

SEc. 17. That the principal, teacher, or other person or persons in
charge of any school, seminary, college, or Sunday school in said
District shall not permit any person to attend such school, seminary,
college, or Sunday school who is or has been suffering from or exposed
to any contagious disease and whose exclusion from such school, semi-
nary, college, or Sunday school has been certified to by said health
officer as in his opinion necessary to prevent the spread of such con-
tagious disease; persons so excluded may be permitted to return to
such school, seminary, college, or Sunday school upon the presentation
of a certificate from said health officer that they may do so without
danger of spreading such contagious disease.

SEc. 18. That no parent, master, or castodian of any child or minor,
having power or authority to preveant, shall, in said District, permit
such child or minor to be unnecessarily exposed or to needlessly expose
any other person to the infection of any contagious disease.

SEc. 19. That no person suffering from any contagious disease shall,
in said district, enter any public conveyanece, nor shall any person in
charge of anyone so suffering permit such an one to enter such convey-
ance without previously making it known to the owner or driver thereof
that he, or the person in charge, as the case may be, is suffering from
such contagious disease; any person suffering from such disease and
any person in charge of one so suffering having entered any public
conveyance shall forthwith report in writing to said health officer the
time of such use, the number and kind of conveyance used, and, if
known, the name of the driver. The owner or driver of any public con-
veyance, either or both of them, in which has been conveyed any person
suffering from a contagions disease shall immediately have such con-
veyance properly disinfected, and said conveyance shall not again be
used untilit has been disinfected to the satisfaction of said health officer,
as certified by him.

SEc. 20. That no person shall, in said District, knowingly let, or cause
to be let to any person, or put any other person in possession of, any
house, room, or part of a house or room, in Whlch_ any person has been
confined by reason of any contagious disease, until sach house or room
or part of a house or room has been disinfected to the satisfaction of
said health officer, as certified by him.

Skc. 21. That whenever any person in said District is an inmate of
any premises occupied by three or more families, or of any tenement
house, boarding house, lodging house, hotel, or apartment house, and
is suffering from any contagious disease, and can not, in the opinion of
said health officer, be properly isolated in such.premises, tenement
house, lodging house, hotel, or apartment house, said person shall be
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removed as expeditiously as possible, under direction of said health
officer, to the public hospital or to such other place, satisfactory to said
health officer, provided by and at the expense of said person, his parents
or guardians; if such person can not, in the opinion of said health
officer, be removed as aforesaid without endangering his life, said
health officer may cause such persons in the vicinity to be removed as
are in danger of contracting the disease. Any person suffering from
any contagious disease, and requiring to be treated at publie expense,
may, at the discretion of said health officer, be removed to the public
hospital for treatment.

Isolated rooms in  SEC. 22. That in every hospital and dispensary in said District there

hospitals. shall be provided and maintained a suitable room or rooms for the
isolation of persons infected with any contagious disease aforesaid, or
any other disease ordinarily recognized as contagious; such persons
shall, immediately upon the discovery of the nature of their sickness,
be separated from the other persons and other patients at such dispen-
Report to heslth gary or hospital. It shall be the duty of the physician or physicians, of
officer. the officers, managers, and of everyone in charge of a hospital or dispen-
sary, and of everyone who has any duty or office in respect to patients
in course of treatment, or persons who apply for treatment or care at a
dispensary or hospital, to see that a report is immediately made to said
health officer of every person so applying, infected with any contagious
disease mentioned in section one of this Act, who comes to their knowl-
edge, and that such person or persons infected with any contagious
disease aforesaid, or any other disease ordinarily recognized as conta-
gious, are properly isolated and kept separated from other persons and
other patients. .
Vaceination to  BEC. 23. That every person in said District having been exposed to
Snatipox. T T ™ the infection of smallpox (including varioloid) shall be at once success-
, fully vaccinated, or vaceinated a sufficient number of times to make it
evident that suecessful vaceination is impossible.
General vaceina-  SEC; 24, That it shall be the duty of every person in said District to be
ton. successfully vaccinated, or to be vaccinated a sufficient number of times
to make it evident that successful vaccination is impossible, whenever
the Commissioners of said District shall, by proclamation, declare such
action on the part of every person, within a reasonable time, to be stated

Proviso. in said proclamation, necessary for public health: Provided, That this

Exemptions. section shall not apply to persons who prove to the satisfaction of said
health officer that they have been successfully vaccinated, or repeatedly
vaccinated as aforesaid, within five years from the date of said procla-
mation, or that they have had smallpox or varioloid.

of mepections in ease  SE0. 25. That the Commissioners of said District be, and they are
v ) hereby, authorized and empowered, whenever said District is, in their
Jjudgment, threatened or afilicted with any contagious disease to cause
house-to-house inspections to be made, to require, especially, the cleans-
ing and disinfection of premises or parts of premises, to provide accom- -
modations for such persons as may be threatened by or afflicted with
any of the diseases aforesaid, to provide gratuitous vaccination aud
distribution of disinfectants, and to do or cause to be done such other
acts not contrary to law as may be necessary, in their judgment, to
prevent the introduction or spread in said District of any disease
aforesaid.

Reports, ote. SEc. 26. That no person shall, in said District, knowingly make, sign,
or deliver any report or certificate, herein provided for, not in accord-
ance with fact.

Authority of bealth  SEC. 27. That said health officer, and any employee or employees of

officiale. the health department of said District duly detailed for such purpose,
shall have the right to enter and inspect premises or placesin said
District where there is, or is believed to be, one or more cases of con-
tagious disease; such inspection to be made between the hours of seven
o'clock antemeridian and seven o'clock postmeridian, or at such other
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times as may, in the opinion of said health officer, be found necessary
to secure the enforcement of the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 28. That no person in said District shall molest, hinder, or in ,
any manner prevent said health officer, or any person in the service of 4
said health department, from performing any duty imposed upon him
or them by the provisions of this Act.

SEc. 29. That any person who shall violate, or aid or abet in violat-
ing, any of the provisions of this Act shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine of not
less than five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars, or by imprison-
ment in the jail of the District of Columbia, or in such other place as
may be designated by the court, for not less than five days nor more
than six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the dis-
cretion of the court.

SEC. 30. That prosecutions under this Act shall be in the police court
of said District, in the name of said District, on information signed by
the attorney of said District or one of his assistants, at the instance of
said health officer: Provided, That any person or persons tried under
this Act shall have the privilege, when demanded, of a trial by jury,
as in other jury cases in said police court. :

SEc, 31. That any person arrested in the District of Columbia for
alleged violation of law, whose detention in a police station, workhouse,
or jail would, in the opinion of the health officer of said District, expose
the occupants of any such police station, workhouse, or jail to infection
by any contagious disease aforesaid, or any other disease ordinarily
recognized as econtagious, may be confined in any hospital in which are
treated patients suffering from such contagious disease as that by
which said person is believed to be infected, or in such other place as
may be designated by the court.

SEc. 32. That all laws and parts of laws inconsistent with the fore-
going be, and the same are hereby, repealed.

Approved, March 3, 1897.

P

CHAP. 384.—An Act Making appropriations for fortifications and other works of
defense, for the armament thereof, for the procurement of heavy ordnance for trial
and service, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sums of money herein
provided for be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any
moueys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be available
until expended, namely:

GUN AND MORTAR BATTERIES: Tor construction of gun and mortar
batteries, one million three hundred and forty-one thousand three hun-
dred and thirty-three dollars.

For materials and work for construction of fortifications, to meet con-
tracts anthorized by the fortification appropriation Act approved June
sixth, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, two million five hundred thou-
sand dollars.
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That prior to any expenditure of money for the coustruction of neces. , Tlaus for care,etc.,

sary buildings connected with the new fortifications, except that already
authorized, the Secretary of War shall report to Congress on or before
December sixth, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, the most practi-
cable and economical plan for the care and preservation of the fortifica-
tions and their armament, said plans to be based upon the authorized
strength of the artillery force of the Army.

SITES FOR FORTIFICATIONS AND SEACOAST DEFENSES: For the pro-
curement of land, or right pertaining thereto, needed for the site, loca-
tion, construction, or prosecution of works for fortifications and coast
defenses, three hundred thousand dollars.

STAT L—VOL 29——i1

Sites, ete.



