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CHAP. 1135.-An act to provide an American register for the steamer Joseph September 30,1890.
4Oteri, junior, of New Orleans, Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Commis- "Joseph Oteri, jun-

sioner of Navigation is hereby authorized and directed to cause the lor

foreign-built steamer, Joseph Oteri, junior, of New Orleans, Louis- American register

iana, purchased and wholly owned by American citizens, and re- busteamer.fo ei

paired by them, to be registered as a vessel of the United States.
SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, Inspection, etc.

authorized and directed to authorize and direct the inspection of
said steam-vessel, steam-boiler, steam-pipes, and the appurtenances
of said boiler, and cause to be granted the proper and usual certifi-
cate issued to steam-vessels of the merchant marine, without refer-
ence to the fact that said steam-boiler, steam-pipes, and appurte-
nances were not constructed pursuant to the laws of the United
States, and were not constructed of iron stamped pursuant to said
laws; and the tests to be applied to the inspection of said boiler,
steam-pipes, and appurtenances will be the same in all respects as
to strength and safety as are required in the inspection of boilers
constructed in the United States for marine purposes, save the fact
that said boiler, steam-pipes, and appurtenances not being con-
structed pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the United
States, and are of unstamped iron, shall not be an obstacle to the
granting of the usual certificate, if said boiler, steam-pipes, and ap-
purtenances are found to be of sufficient strength and safety.

Approved, September 30, 1890.

CHAP. 1239.-An act to open abandoned military reservations in the State of October 1, 1I90.

Nevada to homestead entry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all the agri- Public lands.Abandoned military
cultural lands embraced within the military reservations in the State reservations in Ntar-
.of Nevada which have been placed under the control of the Secre- da, opened to home-

tary of the Interior for disposition be disposed of under the home-
stead laws, and not otherwise.

Approved, October 1, 1890.

CHAP. 1240.-An act to provide for the disposal of the Old Fort Lyon and Fort October 1,1890.

Lyon and Pagosa Springs military reservations, in the State of Colorado, to act-
xual settlers, under the provisions of the homestead laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the lands Public lands.

embraced in the former military reservation known as Fort Lyon Lands of Old Fort
and the former military reservation known as Old Fort Lyon, in the Lyon Fort Lyon, andPagoda Springs reser-

State of Colorado, shall, from and after the passage of this act, be vations, opened to
'subject to disposal, to actual settlers thereon, as lands held at the hort Lyeon, and ol
minimum price, according to the provisions of the homestead laws Fort Lyon.
only: Provided, That section numbered four, in township numbered Proriso.
twenty-three, range numbered fifty-one, shall not be subject to the Limitations.
provisions of this act, and it is hereby exempted from the same.

SEC. 2. That the lands embraced in the former military reserva- Pagosa springs.
tion known as Pagosa Springs military reservation, lying partly in
townships thirty-five and thirty-six, ranges one and two west of the
New Mexico meridian, containing twenty-two thousand four hun-
dred and seventy-one and seventy-seven one-hundredths acres, in
the State of Colorado, shall, from and after the passage of this act,
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be subject to disposal, to actual settlers thereon, according to the
Land excepted. provisions of the homestead laws only, with the exception of the land

reserved by Executive order of May twenty-second, eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-seven, one mile square for town site purposes,
which shall not be affected by this act.

Approved, October 1, 1890.

October 1, 1890. CHAP. 1241.-An act to provide for the examination of certain officers of the
Army and to regulate promotions therein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Examination of cer- United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter pro-

arm an°cregslton motion to every grade in the Army below the rank of brigadier-gen-
ofromotions. eral, throughout each arm, corps, or department of the service, shall,
diegeneran each subject to the examination hereinafter provided for, be made accord-
arm. aton ing to seniority in the next lower grade of that arm, corps, or depart-

seniority. ment: Provided, That in the line of the Army all officers now above
Lineofficers now the grade of second lieutenant shall, subject to such examination,

abov second-lieuten- be entitled to promotion in accordance with existing laws and reg-
an. ulations.
Assignment and SEC. 2. That officers of grades in each arm of the service shall be

grader f ofce of assigned to regiments, and transferred from one regiment to another,
as the interests of the service may require, by orders from the War

tLne appoentmentt Department, and hereafter all appointments in the line of the Army
regiment. shall be by commission in an arm of the service and not by commis-

sion in any particular regiment.
Examnation for fit- SEC. 3. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to pre-

aU below o or f scribe a system of examination of all officers of the Army below the
rank of major to determine their fitness for promotion, such an ex-
amination to be conducted at such times anterior to the accruing of
the right to promotion as may be best for the interests of the service:

rovsos. Provided, That the President may waive the examination for pro-
Whereatoncersd motion to any grade in the case of any officer who in pursuance ofexaminationunder ex-

isting law. existing law has passed a satisfactory examination for such grade
Failure to pass, etc. prior to the passage of this act: And provided, That if any officer

fails to pass a satisfactory examination and is reported unfit for pro-
motion, the officer next below him in rank, having passed said exam-

Retirementonphys. ination, shall receive the promotion: And provided, That should the
tractedilinetf ducty officer fail in his physical examination and be found incapacitated for

service by reason of physical disability contracted in line of duty he
shall be retired with the rank to which his seniority entitled him to

Failure for other be promoted; but if he should fail for any other reason he shall be
reason' suspended from promotion for one year, when he shall be re-exam-

Failure on re-exam- ined, and in case of failure on such re-examination he shall be hon-
natollu. orably discharged with one year's pay from the Army: And provided
Examination of offl- further, That the examination of officers appointed in the Army from

civil lifte from civil life, or of officers who were officers of volunteers only, or were
officers of the militia of the several States called into the service of
the United States, or were enlisted men in the regular or volunteer
service, either in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps, during the war

bomposition of of the rebellion, shall be conducted by boards composed entirely of
officers who were appointed from civil life or of officers who were
officers of volunteers only during said war, and such examination

Practical fitness. shall relate to fitness for practical service and not to technical and
Failure. scientific knowledge; and in case of failure of any such officer in the

re-examination hereinbefore provided for, he shall be placed upon the
.o existing law to retired list of the Army; and no act now in force shall be so con-

limt retirement. strued as to limit or restrict the retirement of officers as herein pro-
vided for.

Approved, October 1, 1890.


