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contract to the lowest responsible bidder, as provided by law: Pro-
vided, That the aggregate cost for the construction of such bridge and
the approaches thereto, including the incidental expenses connected
therewith, shall not exceed the amount herein appropriated.

Received by the President, June 7, 1888.

[NorE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.—The foregoing act having
been presented to the President of the United States for his approval,
and not having been returned by him to the house of Congress in
which it originated within the tiine prescribed by the Constitution
of the United States, has become a law without his approval. ]

CHAP. 472.—An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Missouri
River at or near the city of Omaha, Nebraska.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Nebraska
Central Railway Company, a corporation existing under the laws of
the State of Nebraska, be, and is hereby, authorized to comstruct,
o]gerate, and maintain a bridge over the Missouri River at or near
the city of Omaha, in said State of Nebraska; said bridge when built
shall not be located less than one-third of one mile from any other
bridge across said river, then built or in process of construction. Said
bridgeshall be constructed to provide for the passage of railway trains,
and, at the option of the persons by whom it may be built, may beused
for the passage of wagons and vehicles of all kinds, for the transit of
animals, and for foot-passengers, for such reasonable rates of toll as
may be approved from time to time by the Secretary of War; and in
case of any litigation concerning any alleged obstruction to the free
navigation of said river on account of said bridge, the cause may be
tried before the circuit court of the United States in whose jurisdic-
tion any portion of said obstruction or bridge is located.

SEec. 2. That any bridge constructed under this act and according
to its limitations shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized
and known as a post-route, upon which also no higher charge shall
be made for the transmission over the same for the mails, the troops,
and the munitions of war of the United States than the rate per mile
paid fortheir transportation over railroads or publichighwaysleading
to said bridge; and the United States and all companies and individuals
shall have the right of way for telegraph, postal telegraph, and tele-
phone purposes across said bridge.

SEc. 3. That if said bridge shall be made with unbroken and con-
tinuous spans it shall not be of less elevation in any case than fifty
feet above high-water mark, as understood at the point of location,
to the lowest member of the bridge superstructure, nor shall the spans
of said bridge over the main channel of said river be less than three
hundred and fifty feet in length, and the piers of said bridge shall be
parallel with the current of said river, and the bridge itself at right
angles thereto: Provided, Thatif said bridge be constructed as a draw-
bridge, it shall be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with a draw
over the main channel of the river at an accessible and the best navi-
gable point, and with spans of not less than two hundred feet inlength
in the clear on each side of the central or pivot pier of the draw; and
said spans shall not be less than ten feet above low-water mark,
measuring to the lowest member of the bridge superstructure. And
provided also, That said draw shall be opened promptly upon reason-
able signal, except when trains are passing over the said%)ridge, for
the passage of the boats whose construction shall not be such as to ad-
mit of their passage under the draw of said bridge when closed; butin
no case s unnecessary delay occur in ovening the said draw after
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the passage of trains; and the said company or corporation shall
maintain, at its own expense, from sunset to sunrise, such lights or
other signals on said bridge as the Light-House Board shall prescribe.

SEC. 4. That all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge
shall have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to
the passage of railway trains over the same, and over the approaches
thereto, upon payment of a reasonable compensation for such use;
and in case the owner or owners of said bridge and the several rail-
road companies, or any one of them desiring such use, shall fail to
agree uﬁon the sum or sums to be paid, and upon rules or conditions
to which each shall conform in using said bridge, all matters at issue
between them shall be decided by the Secretary of War upon a hear-
ing of the allegations and proofs of the parties.

SEc. 5. That any bridge authorized to be constructed under this
act shall be built and located under and subject to such regulations
for the security of navigation of said river as the Secretary of War
shall prescribe ; and to secure that object the said company or cor-
poration shall submit to the Secretary of War, for his examination
and approval, a design and drawings of the bridge, and a map of the
location, giving, for the space of one mile above and one mile below
the proposed location, the topography of the banks of the river, the
shore-lines at high and low water, the direction and strength of the
current at all stages, and the soundings accurately showing the bed
of the stream, thelocation of any other bridge or bridges, and shall
furnish such other information as may be required for a full and
satisfactory understanding of the subject; and until the said plan
and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War
the bridge shall not be built; and should any change be made in the
plan of said bridge during the progress of construction, such change
shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War; and if
said bridge is not commenced within two years and completed within
four years from the passage of this act, the rights and privileges
hereby granted shall be null and void. ) i

SEc. 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby
expressly reserved, and the right to require any changes in said
structure or its entire removal, at the expense of the owners thereof,
whenever Congress shall decide that the public interest requires it,
is also expressly reserved. ) )

Sec. 7. This aet shall be null and veid unless the construction of
the bridge hereby authorized shall be commenced within two years
and be completed within four years from the date of the approval of
this act.

Approved, June 22, 1888.

CHAP. 478.—An act to incorporate the Rock Creek Railway Company of the
District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Gardiner G.
Hubbard, George Truesdell, Samuel W, Woodward, Otis F. Pres-
brey, John F. Waggaman, Benjamin K. Plain, John Ridout, Albert
F. Stevens, Le Roy Tuttle, Lawrence Sands, Edward C. Dean, James
B. Wimer, Samuel S. Shedd, Le Roy Tuttle, junior, Robert J. Fisher,
junior, and Pitman Mann, and their associates, successors, and as-
signs, be, and they are hereby, created a body corporate and politic
under the name of the Rock Creek Railway Company of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and may make and use a common seal, and by
that name sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, with authority
to construct and lay down a single or double track railway, with the
necessary switches, turn-outs, and other mechanical devices, and
sewer connections necessary to operate the same, by horse, cable, or
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