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in such school or college: Provided, That the number of officers so de- Proviso,
tailed shall not at any time exceed twenty-five, and such details shall

be governed by rules to be prescribed from time to time by the Presi-

dent: And provided further, That such details may be withheld or with-  Proriso.
drawn whenever, in the judgment of the President, {..e interests of the

public service shall so require.

Approved, February 26, 1879.

CHAP. 106.—An act to amend an act entitled “An act making appropriations for  Fel. 26, 1879.
sundry civil expenses of the government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, NN ——
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and for other purposes”, approved June twen- 1878, ch. 359,
tieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight. Ante, 207,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled “An act Public binding.
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the government for R;ﬂetf‘slff.‘i)f}o‘.“’
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, o Batent Offies
and for other purposes”, approved June twentieth, eighteen hundred and State Depart-
and seventy-eight, be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding to ment.
the clause of said act relating to the binding of books for the depart-
ments of the government, after the words “Congressional Library?”, the
following words: “nor to the Library of the Patent Office ”, nor to the
Library of the Department of State.

Approved, February 26, 1879,

CHAP. 109.— An act authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to accept for the purposes  Feb. 27, 1~79, -

of a voyage of exploration by way of Behring’s Straits, the ship Jeannette, tendered — —— "
by James Gordon Bennett for that purpose,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy _Polar Expedi-
be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept and take charge of, for the tion.
use of a North Polar Expedition by way of Behring’s straits, the ship Ship Jeannette
Jeannette, owned by James Gordon Bennett, and by him devoted to accepted for ser-
this purpose; that he may use, in fitting her for her voyage of explora. vice.
tion, any material he may have on hand proper for the purposes of an
Arectic voyage ; and that he is further anthorized to enlist the necessary  Eplistment and
crew for the said vessel for “special service 7, their pay to be temporarily pay of men,
met from the pay of the Navy, and to be paid or refunded by James
Gordon Bennett to the Navy Department under the order of the Secre-
tary of the Navy and as he may require; the vessel to proceed on her
voyage of exploration under the orders and instructions of the Navy
Department ; that the men so ‘“specially enlisted” as above shall be Subject to Arti-
subject in all respects to the Articles of War and Navy Regulations and cles of War.
discipline ; and that all parts of the act approved March eighteenth, 1878, ch. 38,
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, inconsistent with the above, be, Ante, 31.
and they are hereby, repealed : Provided, That the government of the
United States shall not be held liable for any expenditure incurred or
to be incurred on account of said exploration.

Approved, February 27, 1879,

Proviso.

CHAP. 110.—An act to provide for the settlement of tax-lien certificates erroneously  Feb, 27,1879,
issued by the late authorities of the District of Columbia,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That in order to settle and pay District of Co-
to the holders of certain tax-lien certificates purporting to have been lumbia.
issued pursuant to an act of the legislative assembly of the District of . Erroneous tax-
Columbia approved June twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy- lien certificates.
three, which the Commissioners of the District of Columbia may deter-
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mine to have been erroneously issued by the late authorities of the said
District against property exempt from taxation at the time the taxes
were imposed, or property upon which the taxes purporting to be repre-
sented by said certificates had been paid, the Commissioners of the Dis-
triet be, and they are hereby, authorized to receive the same in satisfac-
tion of any arrearages of taxes prior to July first, eighteen hundred and
seventy-seven, except special improvement taxes; and immediately upon
the redemption of such erroncously issued certificates, the same shall
be canceled, and a proper record of such payment and cancellation be
made.

Approved, February 27, 1879,

CHAP. 112.—An act extending the limits of the port of New York.

De it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the collection-district of
the port of New York shall hereafter include, in addition to the other
territory embraced therein, all that part of the county of Hudson, in the
State of New Jersey, and the waters adjacent, now within the collection-
district of Newark, New Jersey, east of Newark Bay and the Hacken-
sack River.

Approved, February 28, 1879,

CHAP. 114.—An act for the relief of Edwin R Clarke

De it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of-the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of law regu-
lating appeintments in the Army by promotion in the line are hereby
suspended for the purposes of this act, and only so far as they affect
Edwin R. Clarke; and the President can, if he so desire, in the exercise
of his own discretion and judgment, nominate and, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint said Edwin R Clarke, late
second lieutenant of the Tenth Regiment of United States Infantry,
to the same grade and rank of second lieutenant held by him on the
twelfth day of July, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in
any vacancy occurring in the grade of second lieutenant in said regiment:
Provided, however, That no pay, compensation, or allowance whatever
shall ever be given to said Clarke for the time between said twelfth day
of July, anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and the date of
the appointment hereunder: And provided further, That the acceptance
of any benefit under this act by said Edwin R. Clarke shall be taken
and construed to be, by his election, a bar to any claim for pay or allow-
ances from the date of his discharge to his acceptance of a commission,
if one be granted him under the provisions of this act.

Aprroved, March 1, 1879,

CHAP. 115.—An act for the relief of the officers and privates of the New Mexico
Mounted Volunteers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Court of Claims shall
take jurisdiction of and adjudge the claims of officers and privates of the
New Mexico Mounted Volunteers in the service of the United States
during the war of the rebellion, on account of losses of horses and eqnip-
ments, although the same shall not be presented within six years from
the time they acerued: Provided, That no sueh claim shall be considered
unless the petition setting forth the same be filed within one year from
the passage of this act

Approved, March 1, 1879.



