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CHAP. 346.—An act to ascertain the possessory rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company  June 20, 1874.
. .and otber British subjects within the limits which were the subject of the award of

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany under the treaty of Washington of May eight,

eighteen hundred dnd seventy-one, and for other purposes.

.“Whereas it was stipulated by article one of the treaty concluded at

Washington on the fifteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty- Ireamble.
six, between the United States and Great Britain, that the line of bound. ' % '™ P =°%
ary between the territories of the United States and Her Britannic

Majesty, from the point on the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude up

to which it had already been ascertained, should be continued west-

ward along said parallel of north latitude ¢“to the middle of the channel

which separates the continent from Vancouver’s Island, and thence

southerly through the middle of sa.d channel and of Fuea Straits to the

Pacific Ocean ;” and whereas by article three of the treaty aforesaid, it

was stipulated that “in the future appropriation of the territory south

of tho forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as provided in the first arti-

cle of this treaty, the possessory rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company,

and of all British subjects who may be in the occupation of land or other

property lawfully acquiied within the said territory, shall be respected ;” Vol. xvii -
and whereas by article thirty-four of the treaty concluded at Washing- g > ="' PP* 4
ton on the eighth day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, the
question of where * the boundary which runs southerly through the
middle of the channel aforesaid” shovld be located was submitted to
His Majesty the Empercr of Germany, whose decision was to be final
and without appeal; and whereas by the award of His Majesty the
Emperor of Germany of October twenty-first, eighteen hundred and
seventy-two, said boundary was established, and it now devolves upon
the United States to discharge its treaty obligations: Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That » commissioner be ap-_ Commissioner to
pointed by the President of the United States, to make, and report tobe ape 03 nted t%
the Secretary of the Interior, a list of all British subjects who, on the L& ¢ 256 FePors.
fifteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, were in the 0ceu- jects in occupation
pation of land, lawfully acquired, within the limits which were the sub- of land in 1846, &c.
Jject of the award of His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, together o ..o o
with a description of the land actually occupied by each at said datej proceed to locality.
and said commissioner shall proceed to the vicinity of the landin ques-" Torcceive proof of
tion, and there receive proof of the occupancy of such land and of the Oy o o
viode by which such occupancy was acquired, after first giving reason- poC P PO & HOn.
able notice as to the said matters tobe go reported by him. Such proof what.
shall consist of oral testimony, under oath and such documentary proofs Testimony to be .
as the said occupants may present. The testimony of all witnesses shall ““‘“3";‘“23 :’Ifltbglg
he reduced to writing and all- docamentary proof offered by the parties ;. /¢yo e ortroned
and'recéived by the commissioner shall be attached to the deposition of to depositions.
the party offering such proofs, which testimony and proofs shall be sab- Comm issioner’s
mitted by said commissioner with his report, and such report shall be fe%%i‘i;ew by Secro-
subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, whose action thereon , o"¢ Tntorion.
shail be final.  For the purposés of this act, the said commissioner shall = Authority of com-
have anthority to subpena witnesses and to administer oaths and take wissioger.
testimony. : ‘ S

SEC. 2? That said commissioner shall receive for his services ten dol- Compensation
lar§ per-diem, together with traveling expenses at the rate of ten cents and traveling ex-
per mile for the distauce actually traveled in the execation of said com- penses.
mission j"and the sum of one thousand dollars is hereby appropriated Appropriation.
from any anappropriated money in the Trealury to defray such ex-
penses, - I o : } ) i : :

SEc. 3. Tkatall British subjects whose claims shall:be approved by British subf'ec ts
the Secretary, as provided in seetion one of this act, shall be allowed to may purchase lands.
purchase from the -United.States the land so designated at-any time ~
within one year from sach approval, at the ordinary minimum price per Price.
acre where the lands are situated outside railroad limits, and at double
minimum prige where the lands are within railroad limits. - ‘
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Entries to be' Sgo. 4. That such entries shall be according to legal subdivisions, so
wade, how. as to include the. improvements of such occupants; and where two or
more parties shall have improvements on the same smallest legal subdi-

vision, they may make a joint entry thereof: Provided, That in case

entry and payment are not made within one year from the date of such

approval by the Secretary of the Interior, then all possessory rights

named in article three of the treaty of June fifteenth, eighteen hundred

Forfeiture of pos- and forty-six, shall be considered forfeited, and the lands shall thereafter

sessory rights. be deomed and treated as a part of the public domain, to be disposed of
as other lands.
Regulations. Sxrc. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to

make all needful regulations to give effect to the provisions of this aet, -
Approved, June 20, 1874, '

June 20,1874, CHAP. 347.—An act directing the Seeretary of the Treasury to report upon the
necessity for a public building at Brooklyn, New York, and the cost of the same.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Seoretary of the States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treas-

Tf"‘““#ﬁ’ to “’I’E’trt ury be, and he is hereby, directed to report to Congress at the beginuing

P pubite baiiney of its next session whether the present needs of the Government re.

at Brooklyn, N e w quire the erection of a public building at at Brooklyn, New York, and
York. the estimated cost of the same, including the site.

Approved, June 20, 1874,

June 20,1874. CHAP. 348.—An act granting to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Com-
—_— pany a right of way through the public lands for & railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Right of way States of America in Congress assembled, That the right of way through

E’L”°§§’J£{;‘"i§§§§f“ thepublic.lands be, and the same is hereby, granted to the Nevada

Narrow Gauge Rail, County Narrow Gauge Railroad Company,a corporation organized under

road Company. the laws of the State of California and having its prineipal place of busi-

» ness in Grass Valley, Nevada County, State of California, its successor and

assigns, for a railroad from Colfax to Nevada City, by the most direct,

practicable route, being a distance of about twenty miles. Said right

Width of grant.  of way is granted to said railroad to the extent of fifty feet in width on

cach side of said railroad where it may pass through the public domain,

What to include. including the right to take, from the public lands adjacent, materials of

earth, stone, and timber necessary .for the coustruction thereof ; also

including grounds for station-buildings, workshops, depots, machine

shops, switches, side tracks, turn tables, and water stations, to an

amount not exceeding ten acres not mineral lands for each station,

which stations shall not occur oftener than one in ten miles: Provided,

That the grant hereby made shall not take effect on any lands to which

Priority of pre-any bona fide pre-emption or homestead claim has attached before the

empitileil and home- definite location of the line of road, and the designation of the lands to

stead claims. be appropriated under this law : Provided Jurther, That within six

months from the passage of this act the Nevada County Narrow Gauge

,l%p to be tﬁlea Railroad Company shall file with the Secretary of the Interior a map to

within six months. - we approved by him, exhibiting the line of the railroad of said company,

y as the same bas been located and the ground to be occupied at the

" Tlmig ft;l comple- several stations; And provided further, That the said railroad shall be
ion of xoad. - completed within four years from the passage of this aet.

. Use ff_ track, 8%6-, ~8EC. 2. That in case the right of way granted by this act extends

othor roads. 8 ¥ through any canyon, pass, or defile, any other railroad corporation shall

not be exeluded from a passage through the same or over aud upon the

Reference of dis- track of the constructed road upon equitable terms ; and in case of dis-

putes to the Secre- agreement, upon application of either of the parties, the same shall be

tary of the Interior. adjusted by the Secretary of the Interior, after hearing, upon reasona-



