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gress may direct, so as to preserve the free and convenient navigation ofRight to build, said river. And the authority to erect and continue said bridge shall be&c., subject torevocation, subject to revocation or modification by law whenever the public goodshall, in the judgment of Congress, so require, without any expense orcharge to the United States.
Act may be SEC. 6. That the right to alter or amend this act, so as to prevent oraltered, &c. remove all material obstructions to the navigation of said river by the con-struction of bridges, without expense to the United States, is hereby ex-pressly reserved.

APPROVED, May 25, 1872.

May 27,1872. CHAP. CCXVIII.-An Act to providefor the Abatement or Repayment of Taxes on dis-tilled Spirits in Bond, destroyed by Casualty.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the UnitedlTaxies on di States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treas-tilled spirits in o . meribond, destroyed ury be, and he is hereby, authorized, upon the production of satisfactoryby casualty, may proof to him of the actual destruction by accidental fire or other casualty,pe abated or re- and without any fraud, collusion, or negligence of the owner thereof, of anydistilled spirits on which the tax at the time of the destruction of said spiritshad not been paid and while the same remained in the custody of any officerof internal revenue in any distillery warehouse or bonded warehouse of theUnited States, to abate the amount of internal revenue taxes accruing there-on, and to cancel any warehouse bond, or enter satisfaction thereon, in wholeor in part, as the case may be; and if such taxes have been collected sincethe destruction of said spirits, then the Secretary of the Treasury shall re-fund the same to the owners thereof out of any money in the treasury nototherwise appropriated.

When act Sic. 2. That this act shall take effect in all cases of loss or destructionakes effect. of distilled spirits as aforesaid which have occurred since the first day ofProviso when January, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight: Provided, however, That whenhe spirit were te owners of such distilled spirits, so destroyed as aforesaid, may be indem-nified against said tax by a valid claim of insurance, said tax shall not beremitted to the extent of such insurance.
APPROVED, May 27, 1872.

May 27, 1872. CHAP. CCXIX. .- An Act to authorize the Secretary of WVar to accept the Peninsula inLake Erie, opposite the Ilarbor of Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the UnitedSecretary of States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be,war may acceptthe title to the and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to receive and accept fromr , M to rceive anO accept fromeninsula in Lake tie Ml arine Eospital of Pennsylvania, a corporation duly incorporated byharbor of Erie the commonwealthl of Pennsylvania, the title to a piece or parcel ofPa., if &c. land, being the peninsula lying to the northward of and inclosing thebay of Presque Isle, and containing two thousand and twenty-four acres,more or less, to be held by the government of the United States for theprotection of the harbor of Erie: Provided, That the deed conveying thesame shall not be received or accepted until the title to the same is com-plete and indefeasible, nor unless the acceptance thereof shall be recom-mended by a board of officers of the corps of engineers appointed by thePresident.
A-PROVED, May 27, 1872.

May 27, 1872. CHAP. CCXX. - An Act in Relation to the Dakota Southern Railroad Company.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the UnitedA certain act States of America in Congress assembled, That the act passed by theof the legislative lea g ssed

asseibly of D& legislative assembly of the Territory of Dakota, and approved by thbkota Territory governor on the twenty-first day of April, eighteen hundred and seventy-
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one, entitled "An act to enable organized counties and townships to vote disapproved, ex-

aid to any railroad, and to provide for the payment of the same," be, and cept, &c.

the same is hereby, disapproved and annulled, except in so far as is

herein otherwise provided. But the passage of this act shall not invali- Dakota South-

date or impair the organization of the company heretofore organized for crer . Co. de-clared a legal cor-

the construction of the Dakota Southern railroad, leading from Sioux poration, and

city, Iowa, by way of Yankton, the capital of said Territory, to the west votes of counties

line of Bon Homme county, or any vote that has been or may be given a tons cranting

by the counties of Union, Clay, Yankton, and Bon Homme, or any town- struction, not in-

ship granting aid to said railroad, or any subscription thereto, or any thing validated.

authorized by, and that may have been done in pursuance of, the provis-

ions of the aforesaid act of the legislative assembly of said Territory

toward the construction and completion of said railroad; and the said

Dakota Southern Railroad Company, as organized under and in con-
formity to the acts of the legislative assembly of said Territory, is hereby

recognized and declared to be a legal and valid corporation; and the pro-

visions of the act of said legislative assembly first aforesaid, so far as the

same authorize, and for the purpose of validating any vote of aid and

subscriptions to said company for the construction, completion, and equip-

ment of the main stem of said railroad, between the termini aforesaid,
are hereby declared to be and remain in full force, but no further, and for

no other purpose whatsoever.
SEC. 2. That for the purpose of enabling the said Dakota Southern Right of way

Railroad Company to construct its said road through the public lands be- through the pubd

tween the termini aforesaid, the right of way through the said public to said cornora-

lands is hereby granted to said company to the extent of one hundred tiou.

feet in width on each side of said road: Provided, That nothing in this Conditions,
act shall relieve said Dakota Southern Railroad Company from con- &lie wi th.

structing and completing said railroad in accordance with the conditions

and stipulations under which the citizens of the counties therein named
voted aid to said railroad in accordance with the laws of said Territory,

approved April twenty-first, eighteen hundred and seventy-one: Pro- Amount of

videdfurther, That said Dakota Southern Railroad Company shall issue, stoc to ue is,

to the respective counties and townships voting aid to said railroad, paid &c ,

up certificates of stock in the same in amounts equal to the sums voted

by the respective counties and townships.
APPROVED, May 27, 1872.

CHAP. CCXXI. -An Act to change the Name of the Schooner La Pette to La Petite. May 27, 1872.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Name of

States of America in Congress assembled, That the name of the schooner schooner " La
La Pette, of Huron, Erie county, State of Ohio, be, and is hereby, PtetteI" changed

changed from its present name to that of La Petite.
APROVED, May 27, 1872.

CHAP. CCXXVI. - An Act for the Relief of certain Officers of the Navy. May 28, 1872.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That in conformity with and Certain navy

to carry into effect the recommendation and conclusions of the board of offcers oe re-ctored, &c., to

officers organized in pursuance of the " Resolution for the relief of cer- original position

tain officers of the navy," approved July first, eighteen hundred and on navv list.

seventy, the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- l 3

ized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to restore Com-
modore Joseph F. Green to his original position on the navy list, next Joseph F.

below Rear-Admiral Boggs; to promote Commodore John DeCamp to Green, John De

his original relative position-as a rear-admiral on the retired list; to pro- wlpickerinlg

mote Commodore Charles W. Pickering to the grade of commodore on

the retired list, with the retired pay of his advanced rank; to advance


