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same may be paid out of the fund for the relief of refugees and freed-
men, on the approval of the commissioner of the bureau of refugees and
freedmen,

APPROVED, June 15, 1866.

June 15, 1866, CHAP. CXXIV.— An Act to facilitate commercial, postal, and military Communication
amonyg the several States.

Preamble. Whereas the Constitution of the United States confers upon Congress,
in express terms, the power to regulate commerce among the several
‘States, to establish post roads, and to raise and support armies: There-
fore : —

. Steam rail- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
roads may carry States of America in Congress assembled, That every railroad company
}’,Zi;ﬁf‘f;ﬁ;ﬁf‘,ﬁ in the United States, whose road is operated by steam, its successors and
freight from one assigns, be, and is bereby, authorized to carry upon and over its ro'ad,
Srtn?it:oﬁ]:&()\?;:ﬁ boats, bridges, and ferries, all passengers, troops, government supplies,
roads of other - mails, freight, and property on their way from any State to another State,
States to form  and to receive compensation therefor, and to connect with roads of Jther
continuouslines. o100 <o as to form continuous lines for the transportation of the same to

the place of destination : Provided, That this act shall not affect any stipula-

Existing con- tjon between the government of the United States and any railroad com-
gg,c,:snmda%?ndl' pauy for transportation or fares without compensation, nor impair or change
fected. the conditions imposed by the terms of any act granting lands to any such
company to aid in the construction of its road, nor shall it be construed to

New roads not authorize any railroad company to build any new road or connection with

2:;:};13}21:")‘;;;““' any other road without authority from the State in which said railroad or
from State. connection may be proposed.

This actmay  SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That Congress may at any time
be amended, e glter amend, or repeal this act.
APPROVED, June 15, 1866.

June 18, 1866. CHAP. CXXVI.— An Aect to authorize the Commissioner of Patents to pay those em-
ployed as Examiners and Assistant Examiners the Salary fixed by Law for the Duties
performed by them.

Pay of those  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled
employed ns ex- Gyopos of America tn Congress assembled, That the commissioner of
aminers and as- ? . .
sistant exam-  patents is hereby authorized to pay those employed in the patent office
iners fgl the pat- from April first, eighteen [hundred] and sixty-one, until the first day of
eut office. Auguost, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, as examiners and assistant

examiners of patents, at the rates fixed by law for these respective

To be taken  grades ; Provided, That the same be paid out of the patent office fund,
from patent and that the compensation thus paid shall not exceed that received by those
office fund, &ec. . . .

duly enrolled as examiners and assistant examiners of patents for the
same period.
AprrrovED, June 18, 1866.

June 21, 1866. CHAP. CXXVIL — 4n Acﬁiﬁ)r the Disposal of the Public Lands for Homestead Actual
Settlement in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Florida.

) /31} Publii . Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Cratos b bo s States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage

posed of only ac- of this act all the public lands in the States of Alabama, Mississippi,
cordiug to the T ,oyisana, Arkansas, and Florida shall be disposed of according to the
rovisions of the " . . . ‘ . s

omestead law. Stipulations of the homestead law of twentieth May, eighteen hundred
1862, ch. 75.  and sixty-two, entitled ¢ An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on
\{’ééz‘:hff'sﬁz‘ the public domain,” and the act supplemental thereto, approved twenty-
Vol. xiii. p. 85. first of March, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, but with this restriction,

that until the expiration of two years from and after the passage of this
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act, no entry shall be made for more than a half-quarter section, or eighty No entry to be
acres; and in lieu of the sum of ten dollars required to be paid by the g%r more than
second section of said act, there shall be paid the sum of five dollars at ;grf:'be paid
the time of the issue of each patent; and that the public lands in said on issue of pat-
States shall be disposed of in no other manner after the passage of this %

act: Provided, That no distinction or discrimination shall be made in the _ No distiuction
construction or execution of this act on account of race or color: And frTace or color.
provided further, That no mineral lands shall be liable to entry and set- Mineral lands
tlement under its provisions. excepted.

Stc. 2. And be it further enacted, That section second of the above- Mode of pro-
cited homestead law, entitled “ An act to secure homesteads to actual set- f:g‘};;’ h e"‘\‘)’glllg:
tlers on the public domain,” approved May twentieth, eighteen hundred fitof this act.
and sixty-two, be so amended as to read as follows: That the person apply- 1862, ch. 75, § 2.
ing for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to the register of Vol sii. p. 392.
the land office in which he or she is about to make such entry, make affi- Affidavit.
davit beforve the said register or receiver that he or she is the head of a
family, or is twenty-one years or more of age, or shall have performed
service in the army or navy of the United States, and that such applica-
tion is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry
is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not either
directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or persons
whomsoever ; and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or re-
ceiver, and on payment of five dollars, when the entry is of not more than Paymentof$5.
eighty acres, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the amount
of land specified : Provided, however, Thit no certificate shall be given, or ¢ 11\;0 certificate
patent issued therefor, until the expiration of five years from the date of pflt;,tglt??ss%t
such entry ; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any time within until after five
two years thereafter, the person making such entry, or, if he be dead, his Z:?l‘lj from
widow ; or in case of her death, his heivs or devisee; or in case of a widow =~ °~
making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall prove Proof of resi-
by two credible witnesses that he, she, or they have resided upon or cul- geme&?r cultiva-
tivated the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the "
time of filing the affidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part Afidavit.
of said land has been alienated, and that he will bear true. allegiance to
the government of the United States ; then, in such case, be, she, or they,
if at that time a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to a patent,
as in other cases provided by law : And provided further, That in case of
the death of hoth father and mother, leaving an infant child or children  When rights
under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall enure to the benefit enure to the
of said infant child or children; and the executor, administrator, or guar- Sﬁ?ﬁfzzn‘?f infant
dian may, at any time within two years after the death of the surviving Executor, &e.,
parent, and in accordance with the laws of the State in which such chil- may sell
dren, for the time being, have their,domicile, sell said land for the benefit
of said infants, but for no other purpose ; and the purchaser shall acquire  Title of pur-
the absolute title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the chaser.

United States on the payment of the office fees and sum of money herein

specified : Provided, That until the first day of January, eighteen hundred  Additional
and sixty-seven, any person applying for the benefit of this act shall, in gf“h Pri‘)i t(l)s "
addition to the oath, hereinbefore required, also make oath that he has anuary 1, 1367.
not borne arms against the United States, or given aid and comfort to its

enemies.

Ste. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That all the provisions of the said  Provisions of
homestead law, and the act amendatory thereof, approved March twenty- gomeStfgd law,
first, eighteen handred and sixty-four, so far as the same may be applica- p]?é;,{)‘ig oo,
ble, except so far as the same are modified by the preceding sections of
this act, are applied to and made part of this act as fully as if herein
enacted and set forth.

APPROVED, June 21, 1866.



