652 THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. III. Cm. 34, 86, 87. 1863.

his charge for the use of said register as may be necessary for his accom-
modation, unless it shall appear to said Secretary that such rooms cannot
be so appropriated without interfering with the business of his Depart-
ment; and in that event the said register shall procure, with the appro- -
bation of said Secretary, such rooms, in the city of Washington, as may
be necessary for the security of the records and the convenient transaction
of the business of said office.

Repealing clause.  OEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts of acts
inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby,
repealed.

AprrovED, February 14, 1863.

Teb. 16, 1363. Crar, XXXV — An Act to issue an American Register to the Steamship Karnak.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Register to States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
steamship Kar-  Treasury is hereby directed to issue an American register to the
nak. steamship or vessel known as the Karnak, of the collection district of
the port of New York, the same being a British built vessel, but now
owned by American citizens.
Arrrovep, February 16, 1863.

Feob. 16, 1863. Cmar. XXXVIL — An Act for the Relief of Persons for Damages sustained by Reason
T — of Depredations and Injuries by certain Bands of Siouzx Indians.
amages by . . .
Sioux Indians.  Whereas the United States heretofore became bound by treaty stipulations

Preamble. to the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Medawakanton, and Wa[h]pakoota bands
of the Dakota or Sioux Indians to pay large sums of money and
annuities, the greater portion of which remains unpaid according to the

1863, ch 107.  terms of said treaty stipulations; and whereas. during the past year

Post, p. 803. the aforesaid bands of Indians made an unprovoked, aggressive, and
most savage war upon the United States, and massacred a large num-
ber of men, women, and children within the State of Minnesota, and
destroyed and damaged a large amount of property, and thereby have
forfeited all just claim to the said moneys and annuities to the United
States; and whereas it is just and equitable that the persons whose
property has been destroyed or damaged by the said Indians, or de-
stroyed or damaged by the troops of the United States in said war,
should be indemnified in whole or in part out of the indebtedness and
annuities so forfeited as aforesaid : Therefore —

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Treaties with  States of America in Congress assembled, That all treaties heretofore
gﬁ;ﬁ)‘{;’;?;z‘ﬁ’zdﬁ‘n made and entered into by the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Medawakanton, and
part. Wahpakoota bands of Sioux or Dakota Indians, or any of them, with the

United States, are hereby declared to be abrogated and annulled, so far
as said treaties or any of them purport to impose any future obligation on
the United States, and all lands and rights of occupancy within the State
of Minuesota, and all annuities and claims heretofore accorded to said
Indians, or any of them, to be forfeited to the United States.

Two thirds of Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That two thirds of the balance re-
unexpended an- maining unexpended of annuities due and payable to said Indians for the
puities to b¢ Paid present fiscal year, not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, and the

3, . . .
and apportioned  further sum of one hundred thousand dollars, being two thirds of the annui-
among survivors ties becoming due and payable to said Indians during the next fiscal year,
OF IMASACKE: {s hereby appropriated, and shall be paid from the Treasury of the United

States, out of any moneys not otherwise appropriated, to the commission-
ers hereinafter provided for, to be apportioned by them among the heads
of families, or, in case of their decease, among the surviving members of
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families of the State of Minnesota who suffered damage by the depreda-
tions of the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Medawakanton, and Wa[h]pakoota
bands of Sioux or Dakota Indians, or by the troops of the United States
in the late Indian war in the State of Minnesota, not exceeding the sum
of two hundred dollars to any one family, nor the actual damages afore-
said, and no moneys shall be paid under this section except upon those
claims which shall be presented to said commissioners on or before the
first day of June next, for the payment of which the said commissioners
shall take and return to the Secretary of the Interior and to the Sccre-
tary of the Treasury duplicate vouchers therefor, certified by them.

Skc. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose of making the
proper distribution of the moneys hereby appropriated for the present
relief of such families, and for the purpose of ascertaining the whole
amount of said damages and the persons who have suffered the same, it
shall be lawful for the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to appoint three commissioners, not more than one of whom
shall be a resident of Minnesota, who shall take an oath in the manner pre-
scribed by the laws of the United States to faithfully discharge their duties ;
they shall entertain and hear the complaints (in writing, duly verified on
oath) of all and every person aggrieved by the depredations of said Indi-
ans, and by the troops of the United States in said war; they shall have
power to compel the attendance of witnesses, and to administer the proper
oaths to them to testify the truth; they shall have power to compel the
claimants to be examined and cross-examined on oath, to be administered
by them, as to their said claim; they shall hold their sessions at such
times and places as will give the persons complaining the fairest opportu-
nity of verifying their claim with the least expense ; they shall take care
that no unjust or fictitious claim shall be established ; and if they have
any reason to suppose that any such claim is presented, they shall have
power, and it shall be their duty, to procure any countervailing proof, to
their knowledge, that the same may be finally rejected. The testimony
of the witnesses and the examination of the complainant shall be reduced
to writing, signed and certified by them, respectively, and shall, with the
petition and all the papers relating to each case, with the finding of the
commission, be transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his ap-
proval, rejection, or modification, to be by him laid before the next Con-
gress. A majority of the commission may select their presiding officer,
and shall be competent to decide all questions arising before them.

Stc. 4. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners shall hold
their first session at Saint Peter’s, in the State of Minnesota, on or before
the first day of April next, for the hearing of claimants, and that all
claims must be presented to said commissioners on or before the first day
of September next, or the same shall not be heard by them ; and the said
commissioners shall make and return their finding, and all the papers
relating thereto, on or before the first day of December next.

Sgc. 5. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners shall re-
ceive for their services and expenses the sum of two thousand five hun-
dred dollars each. And they are authorized to depute a proper person
to summon witnesses, who shall be entitled to receive his actual expenses,
to be allowed by said commissioners, and the sum of three dollars per day
for his services. Witnesses subpeenaed in behalf of the United States
shall receive pay for attendance, not to exceed the fees allowed by the
laws of Minnesota for witnesses attending justices’ courts. And, for pay-
ing the expenses of said eommission, the further sum of ten thousand dol-
lars is hereby appropriated out of the said annuities in the Treasury of
the United States, or so much thereof as may be necessary to pay the
same.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior,
immediately after the passage of this act, shall cause the same to be pub-
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lished in four of the newspapers of the State of Minnesota which, in his
opinion, will give the most publicity to the same among the people who
have suffered by said depredations, and give notice of the first meeting
of said commissioners, the expenses to be paid out of the sum appropri-
ated in the next preceding section.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if the complainant, or any wit-
ness testifying before said commissioners, shall be guilty of perjury, upon
conviction thereof in the proper court of the United States, he shall suffer
the pains and penalties prescribed by the laws of the United States for
that offence.

Stc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may
make rules, not inconsistent with this act, prescribing the order and mode
of presenting, prosecuting, and proving said claims before them, which
rules shall be published in one newspaper in the city of Saint Paul and
one in Saint Peter for at least two weeks prior to the first session of said
commission, to be held at Saint Peter as directed in the fourth section of
this act, and the expenses of such publication shall be paid out of the
fund appropriated in the fifth section of this act.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior
is hereby authorized to set apart of the public lands, not otherwise appro-
priated, eighty acres in severalty to each individual of the before-named
bands who exerted himself in rescuing the whites from the late massacre
of said Indians. The land so set apart shall not be subject to any tax,
forfeiture, or sale, by process of law, and shall not be aliened or devised,
except by the consent of the President of the United States, but shall be
an inheritance to said Indians and their heirs forever.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners, before
entering upon the discharge of their duties as such, shall give bonds in’
the usual form to the United States, in the sum of twenty thousand
dollars each, with good and sufficient security, to be approved by the
Secretary of the Treasury, faithfully to discharge their duties as such,
and to account for any money which may come into their hands.

ArrroOVED, February 16, 1863.

Cuar. XLIU. — An At making Ap, ropriations for the Construction, Preservatson, and
Repairs of certain Fortifications amf other Works of Defence jfor the Year ending thirti-
eth of June, eighteen kundred and sixty-four.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and
they are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, for the construction, preservation, and repairs of
certain fortifications and other works of defence for the year ending the
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-four :

For Fort Montgomery, at outlet of Lake Champlain, New York, one
hundred thousand dollars.

For Fort Knox, at Narrows of Penobscot River, Maine, one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars.

a 1?‘or fort at entrance of Kennebec River, Maine, one hundred thousand
ollars.

For fort on Hog Island Ledge, Portland Harbor, Maine, one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars. '

For new Fort Preble, Portland Harbor, Maine, one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.

For Fort Scammel, Portland Harbor, Maine, one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.

For new Fort Constitution, Portsmouth Harbor, New Hampshire, two
hundred thousand dollars.



