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May 20,1862. Cmar. LXX VI, — An Act making Appropriations to reimburse the contingent Fund o,
T the Office of the Secretary u([)f thengTre{)z];uorz?induding Compensation of additional C[er{s
who may be employed according to the [Ezigencies of the Public Service, and for temporary
Clerks, for the current fiscal Year and for the Year ending June thirtigth, Eighteen Hun-
dred and Sixty-Three, and to provide for the Employment of additional Clerks in the
Office of the Assistant Treasurer at St. Louis.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Appropriation. States of America tn Congress assembled, That the following sums be,

and the same are hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury
pot otherwise appropriated, for the purposes hereafter expressed,«wiz:

Additional To reimburse the contingent fund of the office of the Secretary of the
clerks. Treasury, for additional clerks authorized by the act of July twenty-sev-

1861, ch. 22.  enth, eighteen bundred and sixty-one, and for temporary clerks in the

Ante, p. 276. Treasury Department for the year ending thirtieth of June, eighteen hun-

dred and sixty-two, fifty thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. )

Temporary For temporary elerks in the Treasury Department for the year ending
clerks. June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, one hundred and three

thousand dollars : Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and

Classification. he is hereby authorized in his discretion to classify the temporary clerks

so authorized according to the character of their services, or assign to
such of them as he shall see fit any compensation not exceeding that of
clerks of the first class.

Furniture, sta-  For the necessary furniture, stationery, and labor consequent upon
tionery, &e. the increased clerical force, seven thousand dollars.

Chief dlerk and ~ SEc. 2. And be 9t further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth day
assistant uthor. of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, there shall be employed in the
A eistant Treas- office of the Assistant Treasurer at St. Louis a chief clerk and teller
urer of St. Louis. with an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars, and one assistant clerk

Salaries. with an apnual salary of jwelve hundred dollars ; and the sum of three

thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treas-

Approptiation. ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the salaries of said chief clerk and

assistant clerk for the fiscal year ending June thirty, eighteen hundred
and sixty-three : Provided, That the clerks hereby authorized are to be
in the place of all other clerical force now authorized by law for said
office.

APPROVED, May 20, 1862.

May 20,1862. Cmar. LXXVIL — An Act to provide for the Public Instruction of Youth in Primary
S ——— "Schools throughout the County of Washington, in the District of Columbia, without the
Limits of the Cities of Washington and Georgetown.

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Commissioners States of America in Congress assembled, That the Levy Court of the
:ghgz)‘i‘sm&";m ap- county of Washington, in the District of -Columbia, at their first meeting
pointed. after the passage of this act, shall appoint seven intelligent inhabitants of
the said county, who shall reside without the limits of the cities of Wash-~

ington and Georgetown, two of whom shall be residents of that portion

of the said county lying and being west of Rock Creek, three between

Rock Creek and the Eastern Branch, and two east and south of the East-

ern Branch, to be Commissioners of Primary Schools for said county,

Term of office. Which said commissioners shall hold their offices until the second Monday
in May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and until

others are appointed in their places; and in case any of the said commis-

sicners thus appointed or to be appointed as aforesaid shall refuse to serve,

Vacancies.  OF die, or remove from the county, or become incapable of serving, the va-
cancy or vacancies shall be filled by the Levy Court as soon as practicable.

Commissioners  SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of the said commissioners,
to take oath.  pefore he enters upon the execution of his office, and within fifteen days
after notification of his appointment by the said Levy Court, shall take

and subscribe an oath before some Justice of the Peace of the said



THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sgss. II. Cm. 77. 1862. 393

county, in form following, that is to say: «J, —————, do solemnly and Form of oath.
sincerely promise and swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will
in all things, to the best of my knowledge and ability, well and truly
execute the trust reposed in me as commissioner of primary schools for
the county, without favor or partiality ;” and every justice of the peace
before whom such oath shall be taken shall, without fee or reward, certify
the same in writing, and, within eight days thereafter, transmit or deliver

said certificate to the clerk of the Levy Court for record. Record thereof,
SEc. 8. And be it further emacted, That it shall be the duty of the ;,Sua® fo be

commissioners of primary schools, or a majority of them, to divide the school districts.
county into seven suitable and convenient school districts, two of which

shall be located west of Rock Creek, three between Rock Creek and the

Eastern Branch, and two east and south of the Eastern Branch, and to

alter and regulate the same as hereinafter provided. And it shall be the

farther duty of the commissioners of primary schools aforesaid, immedi-

ately after the formation or alteration of any such school districts in said

county, to describe and number the same, and deliver the description and

number thereof, in writing, to the Clerk of the Levy Court, who is here- Record thereof.
by required to receive and record the same in the records of that court ..o
without fee or reward: And provided, That in laying off said school of contignous ter-
districts, or in altering the same, no tracts, or parts of tracts, of land lying ritery, &e.
contiguous and forming one farm, shall be divided so that portions of the

same property shall be included in two separate districts.

Skc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may dl\ilfa%zbe chang-
alter and change the school districts with a view to their better arrange- ot &6
ment and the more general convenience of the people: Provided, hoiv-
ever, That, unless the trustees of the districts so to be altered or changed
shall assent thereto, no such alteration or change shall be made.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the County collec-
county collector to notify the different officers to be appointed, in virtue £ O?Ott‘gi t°f'
of the provisions of this act, of their appointments within ten days after appointment.
his having received notice of such appointments from the appointing
power, whose duty it shall be to give such notice to the county collector
aforesaid. o

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall mcﬁ"ﬁ‘;’t“?fsﬁ:ﬁ
hold two stated meetings in each year, which meetings shall be held at ¢q meetings each
such place and at such times as shall be determined on by said commis- year.
sioners, and of which they shall give public notice in each of said school
districts, and such other meetings as circumstances may from time to time Other meetings.
require ; but if less than three members attend any meeting no business ~Quorum.
shall be transacted thereat, except that of adjourning to some time and  Treasurer of
place to be agreed on by the commissioners present, and at all meetings school fun% to be
of said commissioners the treasurer of the school fund of the county Rresént and sub-
hereinafter to be appointed, shall attend and lay before them his books &., for inspec-
and accounts for their inspection and examination. tion.

Skc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall fRecordko‘f‘ acts
cause to be kept a regular record of all their acts and proceedings in a & pokepe
book to be kept for that purpose, and said record, or a copy thereof, certi-
fied to be correct under the hands and seals of a majority of said board
of commissioners shall be considered evidence of their acts and proceed-
ings in all judicial proceedings. And the board of commissioners afore-
said shall have power to appoint a clerk, prescribe his duties, and pay dug‘:sfk&gﬂ)’,
him a salary, and also to allow the treasurer of the school fund, herein- Pa ' of treas-
after to be appointed, an annual compensation for his services out of_’ the urer.y
general school fund, hereinafter to be provided: Provided, That neither
the said clerk nor treasurer shall be paid more than one hundred dollars
per annum, )

Sec. 8. .And be it further enacted, That on the second Monday in May,

.n the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and annually thereafter, the
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said Levy Court shall appoint one of said board of commissioners from
each primary school district; and the said commissjoners appointed
as aforesaid shall, each acting in his respective district, examine all
persons who shall offer themselves as candidates for teaching in such
district; and in sach examination it shall be the duty of the commis-
sioners aforesaid to inquire, and, so far as he shall be enabled thereto, to
ascertain and inform himself as to all the qualifications mentioned and
contained in the certificate hereinafter specified-and given in form ; and if
he shall be satisfied as to the sufficiency of such qualifications he shall
certify in writing, under his hand, and deliver such certificate to the per-
son so examined by him as aforesaid in form and substance following, viz :
«7, the undersigned, resident commissioner of primary schools of district
No. , do certify that I have examined , and do believe he
(or she, as the case may be,) is of a good moral character, and of suffi-
cient learning and ability, and in all other respects well qualified to teach
a primary school. Given under my hand the day of , in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 3
Commissioner of primary school district No. —”; and dismiss any in-
temperate, cruel, negligent, or immoral teachers, and cause to be put up in
every school-house such general system of rules and regulations as may
be adopted by the board of commissioners, which board shall also direct
what books shall be used, and what branches shall be taught; and the
resident commissioners aforesaid shall visit the schools in each of their
respective districts at least twice a year, exercise a general supervision,
and endeavor to promote 2 full, equal, and useful instruction of the youth
of said county.

Sec. 9. And be st further enacted, That whenever any school district
shall be formed by the commissioners of primary schools as aforesaid it
shall be the duty of the said commissioners, within twenty days there-
after, to make a notice in writing describing the metes and bounds of
such district, and appoint a time and place for the first district meeting,
and notify the taxable white inhabitants residing in such district as afore-
said, by public advertisements to be put up at the most public places of
the said district, at least six days before the time of such meeting; and
in case such notice shall not be given as aforesaid, or the inhabitants of
such district when so notified shall neglect or refuse to assemble or form
a district meeting in pursuance of such notice, or in case any district,
having been formed or organized in pursuance of such notice, shall, in
the opinion of the commissioners aforesaid, be dissolved by adjournment
without day, or from any other cause whatever, it shall and may be law-
ful for the commissioners aforesaid, or any one of them, at any time
thereafter, to renew such notice, and the white inhabitants of such dis-
trict liable to pay taxes as aforesaid shall assemble together, in pursuance
of such notice, and when so assembled in district meeting it shall and may
be lawful for them, or a majority of such of them as shall be present at
such district meeting, to adjourn to any other time or place ; and at such
first or any future legal district meeting it shall and may be lawful for
them, or a majority of them as shall be present as aforesaid, to adjourn
from time to time as occasion may require, to fix on a time and place for
holding their future annual meetings, which annual meetings they are
hereby authorized and required to hold ; to choose by ballot three trustees
to manage the concerns of such school district, and one district collector ;
also to designate a suitable and central site for a school-house; to vote a
tax on the property in such school district owned by white persons, suffi-
cient, in addition to the proportion of the school fund (hereinafter to be
provided for) allotted to such school district, to purchase, lease, or rent a
site for a school-house; to build, lease, or rent and keep in repair said
bouse ; to supply fuel, books, stationery, and furniture ; to pay the salary
of a teacher, and all other necessary expenses : Provided, however, That
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no location of a school-house shall be fixed upon unless the same be ap-
proved by a majority of the commissioners, and no change shall be made
after such school-house shall have been built but by consent of a majority
of said commissioners; all the expenses incurred by making such change
shall be defrayed by donation or by levies authorized to be made by a
majority of the white citizens of such school district upon the assessable
property therein owned by white persons.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the Levy Court Copies of as-
shall annually, without fee or reward, make out for the trustees of pri- fessg“ent g""’f‘s
mary school districts, or such of them as shall apply for the same, copies trustees "
from the assessment books of said county of all the assessable property
in said distriet or districts,

Skc. 11. dnd be it further enacted, That all meetings' of the school Meetings of
districts, held for the purpose aforesaid, shall be organized by appointing g%}x‘grgfgfe?j
a president and clerk pro tempore, who shall take minutes of the proceed-
ings, specifying particularly the amount of tax voted by said meetings, Records of meet-
and deliver the same, certified under their hands and seals, within ten ings.
days after such meeting, to the commissioners of primary schools, or any
one of them, to be delivered by them or him to the clerk of the commis.
sioners, and by him to be recorded in a book kept for that purpose.

Sxec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all tax to be voted by the citi- Tax, upon
zens of any and every school district in said county, under and by virtue ;’igg‘ to be le-
of this act, shall be levied on all the assessable property in said district
owned by white persons, agreeably to the assessments of the last preced-
ing county tax.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the School tax to
Levy Cdurt of the county aforesaid, at their first meeting afler the pas- be leVieg for pri-
sage of this act, and in each succeeding year thereafter, when the annual ™7 56700
county levy is made, to impose and levy a school tax of one eighth of one
per cent. on all the assessable property of said county, without the limits
of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, owned by white persons, for
the support of primary schools hereby authorized in said county, which
tax shall be due at the same time, and shall be collected by the county when and how
collector in the same manner and under the same regulations and restric- to be collected.
tions as aré prescribed by law in relation to the collection of other county
taxes, and which are hereby made applicable to the collection of the
school tax imposed by this act, and when collected shall be paid to the
treasurer of the Levy Court, who is hereby constituted and appointed
treasurer of the primary school fund for said county, and who shall School treas-
qualify by making oath or affirmation that he will well and faithfully wrer
discharge the duties required of him by law as treasurer of the school
fund for said county, and not use the same to his own use or advantage,
and he shall also give bond to the United States, with two good and suffi-
cient sureties, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties required
of him by this act, which bond, being approved by the commissioners of Bond.
primary schools aforesaid, shall be filed with the Clerk of the Cireuit
Court of the District of Columbia, who is hereby required to file the
same without fee or reward ; and a copy of the said bond, under seal of
said court, shall be sufficient evidence of the making thereof.

Skc. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Prugtecs to
trustees of each school district, whenever a district meeting shall have provide school-
voted a sufficient tax for that purpose, to purchase a suitable site for &il.l?e'tobgg;l,o -
their school-house, and to build, keep in repair, and furnish such school- teachers and pay
house with necessary fuel, books, stationery, and appendages; and it shall them.
be the further duty of the trustees aforesaid to agree with and employ all
teachers to be employed in such district: Provided, That no teachers shall
be employed by them who shall not have received the certificate of
approbation from the commissioners of primary schools aforesaid, as
hereinbefore provided; and it shall be the further duty of the trustees to
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pay the salaries of teachers out of the apportionment of the school fund
for their respective districts which shall come into their bands through
the commissioners aforesaid, so far as the same shall be sufficient for that
purpose.

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That before the trustees of any
school district shall enter upon the duties of their office, they shall each take
an oath or make affirmation before a justice of the peace of said county,
or one of the commissioners of primary schools, who is hereby authorized
to administer the same, that he will well and truly discharge the duties
pertaining to his said office of trustee, without prejudice or partiality, and
according to law'; and it shall be the duty of the said trustees of each of
said school districts, or a majority of them, to furnish, at the expiration
of their term of service, to the commissioners aforesaid, a correct state-
ment of all money transactions done by them in virtue of their office as
trustees of said primary school district.

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
commissioners of primary schools aforesaid to apportion all moneys which
shall come into the hands of the treasurer of the school fund aforesaid,
under and by virtue of the provisions of this act, after paying the sala-
ries of the clerk of the commissioners and the treasurer of the school
fund, for the use of primary schools aforesaid, as soon as may be after
such moneys shall be received by the said treasurer, equally among the
several school districts in said county which shall have complied with the
provisions of this act; and all moneys so to be apportioned by the com-
missioners, as aforesaid, shall be caused to be paid by them, according to
such apportionment, to the trustees of the district to which such moneys
shall be apportioned as aforesaid, whose receipts therefor shall be good
and sufficient evidence of such payment, which moneys, so to be received
by the trustees, as aforesaid, shall be applied and expended by them, after
the apportionment for the first year, in paying the salaries of the teachers
to be employed by them, and for no other purpose: Provided, That no
moneys apportioned, as aforesaid, except the apportionment made for the
first year, shall be paid by the commissioners aforesaid, until the white
taxable inhabitants, and the trustees of the district to which such moneys
shall be apportioned, as aforesaid, shall have substantially complied with
the provisions of this act: And provided further, That it shall not be
lawful for the commissioners aforesaid to draw any moneys from the
hands of the treasurer of the school fund aforesaid, after paying the
salaries of the clerk of the commissioners and the treasurer of the school
fund aforesaid, except by draft in favor of the trustees of the school
district to which such moneys shall be apportioned as aforesaid; and all
moneys which shall be apportioned by the commissioners as aforesaid,
and which shall remain unpaid for the space of two years thereafter,
either from the omission or neglect of the trustees of the primary school
district entitled to receive the same to apply therefor and to make the
necessary certificates to entitle them to the same, or from any defect in
such certificates, said moneys shall, after the expiration of said term, be
added to the moneys next thereafter to be apportioned by the said com-
missioners, and shall be apportioned and paid together with such moneys
as aforesaid.

Skc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the trustees of each school
district shall hold their office till their successors shall be elected and
qualified, and in case of vacancy such vacancy shall be filled by the
remaining trustees within one month; and in case the said trustees shall
fail to fill such vacansy within that time, then it shall be the duty of the
commissioners of primary schools as soon as may be thereafter.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if any trustee of any pri-
mary school district shall make a false certificate or report, by means
whereof any moneys shall be fraudulently obtained from the commis-
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sioners aforesaid, such trustee signing such certificate or report shall for-
feit and pay double the amount so fraudulently obtained to the commis-
sioners of primary schools, to be recovered, with costs of suit, by action
of debt before any court of justice, or any justice of the peace having
cognizance thereof, in the name of said commissioners; and such sum,
exclusive of the cost of suit, shall be applied, when recovered, to the use
of the primary school in such district.

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the said trustees shall keep
an account of their proceedings in a book kept for that purpose, and shall
also keep an account against the district collector for the sums authorized
to be collected, and for other sums paid into his hands, and shall give him
credit for the sums legally paid by him, also for his legal commissions,
and for such taxes as cannot be collected by legal steps and proper dili-
gence; and that said collector shall have the keeping of all moneys col-
lected by him, and other sums paid into his hands, subject to the written
order of a majority of the trustees, drawn in favor of such persons hav-
ing claims against said school district, and he shall report to the trustees
whenever required the amount of funds in his hands and a fall statement
of his accounts.

Sec. 20. And e it further enacied, That the trustees of any primary
school district in said county shall be and they are hereby authorized, in
their discretion, to require from any child attending school the payment
of any sum of money not exceeding one dollar a month, to be applied to
the payment of the expenses of said district school; and in the exercise
of this power the trustees aforesaid may, from time to time, discontinue
the payment thereof altogether, or may graduate the payments according
to the ability of the children and the exigencies of the school.

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the daty of the
trustees of each school district, whenever a district meeting shall have
voted a district tax; as soon as may be, to make a rate bill or tax list,
which shall raise the sum voted for, in due proportion on all the taxable
property in such district, agreeably to the assessment of the last preced-
ing county tax, and to annex to such tax list or rate bill a warrant, and
to deliver the same to the collector of such district, which warrant shall
be substantially as follows:

% County or WasmingToN, D. C, ss.

To , collector of the district in the county aforesaid,
greeting : You are hereby required and commanded to collect from each
of the inhabitants of said district the several sums of money written
opposite to the name of each of said inhabitants in the annexed tax list,
and within sixty days after receiving this warrant to pay the amount of
the moneys by you collected to the order of the trustees of said district
or a majority of them; and if any one or more of said inhabitants shall
neglect or refuse to pay the same, you are hereby further commanded to
levy on the goods and chattels of each delinquent, and make sale thereof
according to law. Given under our hands and seals this day [of ]
y A Dy ——

P,
Q,  Trustees.”
R,

And if the sum or sums payable by any person named in such tax
list or rate bill shall not be paid by him or collected by virtue of said
warrant within the time therein limited, it shall be lawful for the trustees
aforesaid to renew such warrant in respect to such delinquent person or
nErSons.
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amount expended, and in what manner, the number of children taught in
said school, and the whole number of white children in said district be-
tween the ages of five and sixteen years.

Suc. 23, And be it further enacted, That the collector of each school
district shall give bond with security, to the satisfaction of the trustees,
for the faifhful discharge of the duties of his office, and shall have the
same power and authority, and have the same fee for collecting, and be
subject to the same rules, regulations, and duties, with respect to the col-
lection of the district tax as by law appertain to the office of collector of
the county tax ; and the said county collector may be eligible as the school
district collector.

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That each organized school dis-
trict shall be a corporation by the name of “ Primary School District,
No. —,” (the blank to be filled with an appropriate number,) with power
to take and hold by devise, bequest, and donation, real and personal es-

duty of corpora- tate for the use of the primary school in said district, and may alien and

tion.
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sell the same, when, in the opinion. of the trustees and resident commis-
gioner of said district, it will be for the interest and advantage of the
primary school in said district, and invest the money arising from the
sale in some safe and profitable stock, and the dividends received from
the same apply to the use of such primary school, and in their corporate
name prosecute and maintain actions for injury done to the grounds,
bouses, property, school-houses, appurtenances, and furniture, and may
sue for and receive all moneys due them, or for real and personal prop-
erty to which they may be entitled.

Skc. 25. And be it further enacted, That when any land in any school
district in said county may become charged for the payment of any
school tax, and the collector of the tax can find no personal property in
said district liable for or chargeable with the payment of the same,
the said collector shall be and is hereby directed and required to re-
turn to the trustees of the said district, at such time or times as the
said trustees shall direct or require, a list of such lands and the amount of
taxes thereon respectively due, and the names of the persons respectively
chargeable with the payment of the same, and the said trustees shall
thereupon have and exercise, in relation to said lands, all the powers
which might or could be exercised by the levy court of said county in
like cases, and the collector of said school district shall have the same
powers and authority, and be subject to the same rules, regulations, and
duties in the premises as by law appertain to the office of the collector of
county taxes in like cases.

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That in case the trustees of any
school district should not be able to purchase or lease a suitable site
for the ercction of their school-house, they shall have power to value and
assess a convenient lot, with the improvements thercon, if any, not ex-
ceeding one acre of Jand for that purpose, and the decision of the said
trustees as to the worth of the said land and improvements, if any, shall
be final and conclusive, unless an appeal shall be prosecuted as hereinafter
provided, and the amount of damage for the land and improvements, if
any, so valued and assessed as aforesaid, being paid or offered to be paid
to the person or persons entitled to receive the same, of which payment
or offer to pay a certificate, signed by a majority of the said trustees, and
recorded among the land records of Washington county, or a copy of such
record duly certified and sealed, shall be suflicient evidence ; the said trus-
tees, in their corporate character, shall be thenceforward considered the
lawful owners of the said land and improvements, if any, and all right,
title, estate, and interest therein, at law or in equity, shall be vested in

the purpose aforesaid: Provided, however, That if the owner or
owners of the said land and improvements, if any, his, her, or their guar-
dian or guardians, trustee or trustees, shall conceive him, her, or them-



THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cm. 77. 1862.

selves aggrieved by such valuation and assessment, and shall, within
thirty days after the payment of the valuation so offered as aforesaid,
notify to the said trustees the same in writing, it shall and may be lawful,
and it shall be the duty of the said trustees, or a majority of them, to issue
their warrant to the marshal of the District of Columbia, commanding him
to summon a jury of six freeholders of the school distriet, not interested
in the matter, to appear, on a day by the said trustees to be appointed, on
the premises; and any one of the said trustees, or any justice of the peace
of the said county, is authorized to administer an oath or affirmation, as
the case may be, to each and every person so summoned as aforesaid, that
he will, without favor, affection, partiality, or prejudice, assess the dama-
ges sustained by the person or persons at whose request the said inqui-
sition shall be taken, by reason of his, her, or their land and improve-
ments, if any, about to be made as aforesaid, and the persons so summoned
and qualified as aforesaid shall thereupon proceed to value and assess the
damages accordingly : Provided, That if such appeal from the assessment
and valuation of the said trustees be confirmed by the jury herein directed
to be summoned and qualified as aforesaid, or should the same be reduced
to a lower rate of valuation and assessment by the said jury, the party
appealing in that case shall pay the whole expense incurred thereby, other-
wise the trustees, in their corporate character as such, shall pay the ex-
pense incurred by reason of such appeal.

Skc. 27. And be it further enacted, That the said trustees or the said
jury, as the case may be, immediately after they shall have completed
their valuation and assessment or inquisition, as aforesaid, and done all
things required of them, or either of them, as the case may be, under the
provisions of this act, shall make out a fair statement of their proceedings,
setting forth in the same a full and distinct description of the land or real
estate and improvements, if any thereon, as valued by them or either of
them, as the case may be, and all maiters and things connected with the
said valuation and assessment, and the performance of the duties required
of them by this act, and to the said copy, fairly to be written out as afore-
said, they shall subscribe their names and thereunto affix their seals, and
they shall deposit the same in the office of the clerk of the circuit court
of the District of Columbia, and it shall be the duty of the said clerk to
preserve a record of the said proceedings without fee or reward; and a
copy of such record, certified by the said clerk under the seal of the said
court, shall be evidence of all matters therein stated, in the same manner
as certified copies of other records are evidence.

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That in the event of an appeal
and the inquisition of a jury, as provided by this act, the amount of dam-
ages for the land or real estate and improvements so valued and assessed
as aforesaid, being paid or offered to be paid as aforesaid, the said
trastees, in their corporate character as aforesaid, shall thenceforward
forever thereafter be considered the lawful owners of the said land
and improvements as aforesaid, and all right, title, interest, and estate
therein, at law or in equity, shall be vested in the said trustees for the
purpose aforesaid : Provided, That it shall not be lawful to locate the said
site in the orchard or garden, nor within three hundred yards of any
dwelling of any person or persons whatever, without the assent of the
proprietor of such orchard, garden, or dweliing, as the case may be.

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That if any treasurer or collector,
having any school funds in his hands, or neglecting or refusing to obtain
such funds as by law authorized and directed, shall refuse to pay for two
weeks any order of the said commissioners or trustees, or a majority of
either, drawn in conformity to the requisitions of this act, such treasurer
or collector shall be liable, on proof thereot before any court of justice or
justice of the peace having cognizance, and without stay of execution, to
pay the full amount of said order and interest thereon, at the rate of
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twenty per centum per annum, from the first refusal until the day of pay-
ment, by way of damages.

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That if any collector, appointed or
acting under the provisions of this act, shall in any case collect more than
is due, the person aggrieved shall have his remedy against such collector
by suit or warrant, and if he recover he shall have judgment for double
the amount improperly and unjustly extorted from him, and costs.

Sec. 81, And be 1t further enacted, That the Levy Court of Wash-
ington county shall exercise a general supervision over the proceedings
of said commissioners, may examine their books and papers, and shall
prosecute for any delinquencies or violations of their duty; and the said
commissioners shall exercise the same power over the proceedings, books,
and papers of the trustees in the several school districts, and shall prose-
cute for all violations of this act by them committed.

Sec. 82. And be it further emacted, That the trustees of the several
school districts shall have the power of exercising discipline in their re-
spective schools by the expulsion of the refractory pupil, or such other
punishment as may be necessary to correct the evil, and carry out the
great ends of education, moral and intellectual ; and they may permit any
of the said school-houses to be used for public worship.

Skc. 83. And be it further enacted, That any white resident of said
county shall be privileged to place his or her child or ward at any one of
the schools in said county she or he may think proper to select.

Sec. 84. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for a
member of the levy court of said county to be a commissioner of primary
schools, or trustee of any of the school districts, nor for any person to be
at the same time commissioner and trustee as aforesaid.

Sec. 85. And be it further enacted, That the said Levy Court may, in
its discretion, and if it shall be deemed by said court best for the interest
and welfare of the colored people residing in said county, levy an annual
tax of one eighth of one per cent. on all the taxable property in said
county outside the limits of the cities of Washington and Georgetown,
owned by persons of eolor, for the purpose of initiating a system of edu-
cation of colored children in said county, which tax shall be collected in
the same manner as the tax named in section thirteen of this act. And’it
shall be the duty of the trustees elected under section nine to provide
suitable and convenient rooms for holding schools for colored children, to
employ teachers therefor, and to appropriate the proceeds of said tax to
the payment of teachers’ wages, rent of school-rooms, fuel, and other ne-
cessary expenses pertaining to said schools, to exercise a general super-
vision over them, to establish proper discipline, and to endeavor to pro-
mote a full, equal, and useful instruction of the colored children in said
county. It shall be lawful for such trustees to impose a tax of not more
than fifty cents per month on the parent or guardian of each child attend-
ing such schools, to be applied to the payment of the expenses of the
school of which such child shall be an attendant; and in the exercise of
this power the trustees may, from time to’time, discontinue the payment
altogether, or may graduate the tax according to the ability of the child
and the wants of the school. And said trustees are authorized to receive
any donations or contributions that may be made for the benefit of said
schools by persons disposed to aid in the elevation of the colored popula-
tion in the District of Columbia, and to apply the same in such manner as
in their opinion shall be best calculated to effect the object of the donors,
said trustees being required to account for all funds received by them, and
to report to the commissioners, in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion twenty-two of this act.

SEC. 86. And be it further enacted, That this act be, and the same is
bereby, declared public and remedial, and shall be construed by all courts
of justice according to the equity thereof; and mno proceedings of the
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inhabitants or of the trustees of any school district, or of the commission-
ers of primary schools, or of any other officer created under the provisions
of this act, shall be set aside or adjudged to be void for defect of form, or
for any irregularity therein, so as the requisitions of the said act are sub-
stantially complied with.

APPROVED, May 20, 1862,

Caar, LXXVIIL — 4n Act prescribing the Qualification of Electors in the Cities of May 20, 1862.

Washington and Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. E—
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America tn Congress assembled, That in all municipal elections pergons offer

in the cities of Washington and Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, ing to vote at

during the existence of the present rebellion, every person who shall offer Jnicipal elec-

to vote at any such election, and who shall be challenged by any legal ington and

voter on the ground of disloyalty to the government of the United States, Georgetown, if
. . A " . challenged for

shall, before his vote shall be received, in addition to the requirements disloyalty, shall

now established by law, take and subscribe to the following oath or affir- take oath.

mation, namely: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) Form of oath.

that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and Government

of the United States against all enemies, whether domestic or foreign;

that I will bear true faith, allegiance, and loyalty to the same, any ordi-

nance, resolution, or law of any State Convention, Legislature, or order

or organization, secret or otherwise, to the contrary notwithstanding, and

that I do this with a full determination, pledge, and purpose, without any

mental reservation or evasion whatsoever; and, further, that I have

always been loyal and true to the Government of the United States. So

help me God.” The said oath or affirmation may be taken before any y, may ad-

justice of the peace, notary public, or other person legally authorized to minister oath.

administer oaths in the District of Columbia; and the production of the

certificate, in writing, of any such justice of the peace, notary publie, or

other person so authorized to administer oaths, with a copy of such oath

or affirmation, that said oath has been taken and subscribed to by the Froof.

person producing such certificate, shall be deemed by the commissioners

of election sufficient evidence of the fact. And it shall also be lawful

for the commissioners of election, or any one of them, during the time

of holding such elections, to administer said oath. And any person or per-  Violation of

sons violating said oath, or making any false statement in taking the same, oath, or false

shall be subject to all the pains and penaliies of wilful and corrupt perjury, f;?(ﬁrgegﬁ

and shall be liable to be indicted and prosecuted to conviction before any deemed perjury.

court in said District of Columbia having competent jurisdiction thereof. Penalty.

ArprovVED, May 20, 1862,

Cuap. LXXIX. — An Act to provide for the Codification and Revision of the Laws of the  May 20, 1862.
Dustrict of Columbia. . ————————

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the Commission to
United States be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint, by i‘ewse,f%g-, the
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, three suitable persons, learn- et of Colombin.
ed in thelaw, to revise and codify the laws of the District of Columbia.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the persons who shall be thus  Final report.
appoiated shall render a final report of their revision and codification to  Post, pp. 582,
Congress on or before the first Monday of December next. 764

APPROVED, May 20, 1862,

Coar. LXXX. — Adn Act to authorize the Agpointment of Medical Store-kecpers end  May 20, 1862.
Chaplains of Hospitals. ——
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War



