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as prize money, to Captain James Biddle, of the sloop of war Hornet,
his officers and crew, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, for the
capture and destruction of the British sloop of war Penguin; and that
the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, out of any money in the trea-
sury, not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby appropriated
for the purpose aforcsaid.

Arprovep, February 28, 1316.

Crar. XXTL—An Act concerning the convention to regulale the commeree between
the territories of the United Stales and his Britannic Magesty.

Be it enacted and declared by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America,in Congress assembled, That so much
of any act as imposes a higher duty of tonnage, or of impost on vessels
and articles imported in vessels of Great Britain, than on vessels and
articles imported in vessels of the United States, contrary to the provisions
of the convention between the United States and his Britannic majesty,
the ratifications whereof were mutually exchanged the twenty-second day
of December, one thousand eight hundred and fificen, be, from and after
the date of the ratification of the said convention, and during the continu-
ance thereof, deemed and taken to be of no force or effect.

Approvep, March 1, 1816.

Cuar. XXIV.—uAn Acl to reduce the amount of direct tax wpon the United States
and the District of Columbia, for the year one thousund eight hundred and siz-
teen; and to repeal in part the act entitizd “An act to provide additional revenue
Jor defraying the expenses of government, and maintaining the public credit, by
loying a direct tox wpon the United States, and to provide for assessing and col-
lecting the same;” and also the act entitled “ An act to provide additional reve~
nue for defraying the expenses of government, and maintaining the public credit
by laying a direct tax upon the District of Columbia.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United Staics of America,in Congress assembled, That so much of the
act entitled “ An act to provide additional revenues for defraying the ex-
penses of government and maintaining the public credit, by laying a
~direct tax upon the United States, and to provide for assessing and col-
lecting the same,” passed on the ninth of January, one thousand eight
hundred and fificen, as lays a direct tax of six millions of dollars for the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and for succeeding years,
be, and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a direct tax of three millions
of dollars be, and the same is hereby laid upon the United States, for the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and apportioned to the
states respectively in the manner, and according to the sums prescribed
by the first section of an act, entitled “ An act to lay and collect a direct
tax within the United Statcs,” and all the provisions of the act, entitled
“An act to provide additional revenues for defraying the expenses of
government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct
tax upon the United States, and to provide for assessing and collecting
the same,” passed on the ninth of January, one thousand eight hundred
and fifieen, except so far as the same have been varied by subsequent
acts, and excepting the first section of the said act, shall be held to apply
to the assessment and collection of the direct tax of three millions of
dollars, hereby laid upon the United Statcs.

Skc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act entitled
« An act to provide additional revenue for defraying the expenses of go-
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