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Lookups
Lesson 9

“[The Great Hall of the 
Library of Congress – man 
standing in center, looking 
up, and woman seated on 
bench],” Library of Congress 
Prints and Photographs 
Division, accessed 
December 7, 2024,
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/i
tem/2006683612/
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• To recognize how lookups allow data to be 
represented by URIs

• To differentiate between drop-down lists and lookups 
with query boxes

• To learn how to 

• Search for and select values from a controlled vocabulary

• Add and delete fields

• To pick up some tips for using lookups

Learning Objectives

1

2



2

Service Unit, Division, or Office 3Policy, Training, and Cooperative Programs Division 3

1. Use Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) as names 
for things.

2. Use HTTP URIs so that people can look up those 
names.

3. When someone looks up a URI, they should be 
provided with useful information that follows 
standards (e.g., RDF).

4. Include links to other URIs so people and 
computers can discover more useful things.

Design Principles for Linked Data

Lookups search an 
external authoritative 
source for structured 
data.
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Dropdowns
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BIBFRAME Work Elements

• Classification > Assigning agency

• Classification numbers > Used by 
assigning agency

• Color content

• Content type

• Contributors > Relationship 
designator

• Country of origin of the Work

• Creator of work > Relationship 
designator

• Form/Genre > Thesaurus

• Government publication

• Illustrative content

More BIBFRAME Work Elements

• Input transcribed series > 
Relationship

• Input transcribed series > Status

• Intended audience

• Language

• Language note

• Language resource

• Notes about the Work > Note type

• Script

• Search related Work > Relationship 
designator

• Search series Hub > Relationship

• Subjects > Thesaurus

• Supplementary content

BIBFRAME Instance Elements

• Carrier type

• Identifiers > Assigning agency

• Identifiers > Invalid/canceled

• Immediate source of acquisition note 
> Applicable institution

• Media type

• Mode of issuance

• Notes about the Instance > Note 
type

• Provision activity > Search place of 
publication

Dropdowns
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BIBFRAME Work Elements

• Classification > Assigning agency

• Classification numbers > Used by 
assigning agency

• Color content

• Content type

• Contributors > Relationship 
designator

• Country of origin of the Work

• Creator of work > Relationship 
designator

• Form/Genre > Thesaurus

• Government publication

• Illustrative content

More BIBFRAME Work Elements

• Input transcribed series > 
Relationship

• Input transcribed series > Status

• Intended audience

• Language

• Language note

• Language resource

• Notes about the Work > Note type

• Script

• Search related Work > Relationship 
designator

• Search series Hub > Relationship

• Subjects > Thesaurus

• Supplementary content

BIBFRAME Instance Elements

• Carrier type

• Identifiers > Assigning agency

• Identifiers > Invalid/canceled

• Immediate source of acquisition note 
> Applicable institution

• Media type

• Mode of issuance

• Notes about the Instance > Note 
type

• Provision activity > Search place of 
publication

Dropdowns

• autonomous 
• federal 
• government
• international intergovernmental
• local
• multilocal
• multistate
• state
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Lookups
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BIBFRAME Work Elements

• Contributors

• Creator of Work

• Dissertation > Institution

• Expression of

• Genre/Form

• Geographic coverage

• Search related Work

• Search series Hub

• Subjects

Authoritative Sources

• Library of Congress Children’s 
Subject Headings (CYAC)

• Library of Congress Genre/Form 
Terms (LCGFT)

• Library of Congress Name 
Authority File (LC NAF)

• Library of Congress Subject 
Headings (LCSH)

Lookups
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Search LCNAF

willems, mo
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Shift + Enter
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The Lightning Bolt Menu
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$e author 
$e illustrator
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• You may need to enter the entire string for the 
desired heading to appear in the list.

• Lookups are sometimes sensitive to case, 
punctuation, and spacing. You may need to capitalize 
and punctuate the data exactly as it appears in the 
controlled vocabulary.

• You may want to search id.loc.gov or ClassWeb Plus 
directly for a specific heading.

Tips for Using Lookups
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Thank you for watching!
More information can be found at 

https://staff.loc.gov/sites/lstraining/bibframe-training-for-lc-staff/

25

26


