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BACKGROUND:  The subdivisions BName and BNames are free-floating under certain types 
of headings.  This instruction sheet provides guidelines for assigning these subdivisions. 
 
 
 
1.  BName.  Assign the free-floating subdivision BName under names of individual persons, 
deities, places, corporate bodies, Christian denominations, wars, events, and ethnic groups for 
works on the origin, history, spelling, etc., of the name of the person, place, etc.  Examples: 
 

Title:  The formation of Catalonia. 
651 #0 $a Catalonia (Spain) $x Name. 

 
Title:  The name above every name. 

600 00 $a Jesus Christ $x Name. 
 

Title:  Name of the American war of 1861-1865. 
650 #0 $a United States $x History $y Civil War, 1861-1865 
            $x Name. 

 
 
2.  BNames. 
 

a.  General.  Assign the free-floating subdivision BNames under types of objects, 
animals, events, organizations, educational institutions, etc., for works on the origin and 
history of these names and/or the rules, procedures, customs, etc., applied in selecting 
names for these types of entities.  Examples: 

 
Title:  Anything but Rover : the art and science of naming your dog. 

650 #0 $a Dogs $x Names. 
650 #0 $a Dog breeds. 

 
Title:  What's in the names of stars and constellations? 

650 #0 $a Stars $x Names. 
650 #0 $a Constellations $x Names. 

 
Do not assign a heading of this type if a phrase heading has been established instead.  
Example: 

 
Street names  [not StreetsBNames] 
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2.  BNames.  (Continued) 
 

b.  Languages.  In accordance with H 1154, assign the free-floating subdivision 
BEtymologyBNames under individual languages and groups of languages for works on 
the origin and spelling of names in a particular language.  If the work discusses a special 
category of names, assign headings to cover both the language or language group and the 
special topic.  Example: 

 
Title:  Scottish field names. 

650 #0 $a Field names $z Scotland. 
650 #0 $a English language $x Etymology $x Names. 
651 #0 $a Scotland $x History, Local. 


