
G&M Chief  Co-Authors Book on 

Lewis and Clark 

In 1998, G&M Chief 
Ralph E. Ehrenberg led a 
horseback expedition along 
one of the routes followed 
by the famous mapmakers 
Lewis and Clark. The group 
of Phillips Map Society 
members saw firsthand the 
Lolo Trail that Native Amer-
icans used for centuries to 
cross the Bitterroot Moun-
tains that are located in Ida-
ho and Montana.  

  Building upon that inter-
est, Chief Ehrenberg, along 
with retired Smithsonian 
curator Herman Viola, ex-
plored the role of Lewis and 
Clark’s maps in shaping 
America’s westward expan-
sion in Mapping the West with 
Lewis and Clark, a new book 
published by Levenger Press 
in association with the Li-
brary of Congress.  

Sifting through hundreds 
of maps and documents in 
the Library of Congress, and 
in other institutions, Chief 
Ehrenberg and Dr. Viola 
have learned that the success 
of Lewis and Clark’s incredi-
ble journey owed much debt 
to Native Americans, whose 
knowledge of the terrain, 
sometimes referred to as 
mental mapping, greatly 
helped document a land 
largely unknown to the 
American government.  
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The journey of Meri-
wether Lewis and William 
Clark, along with soldiers 
and boatmen, followed the 
American acquisition of 
territory from France in 
1803, which is known as the 
Louisiana Purchase. Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson or-
dered the duo to map the 
some 828,000 square miles 
of territory.    

Along the way, Native 
Americans shared invaluable 
intelligence about terrain 
and waterways with the 
mapmakers, who were 
known officially as The 
Corps of Discovery. 

“All the surveying and 
mapping that occurred in the 
American West after the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, 
which laid the foundation 
for its relentless expansion, 
the expunging of the Ameri-
can Indian ways of life, the 
exploitation of natural re-
sources to sustain a surging 
population of immigrants as 
well as western commerce, 
can be traced to the maps of 
Lewis and Clark,” said Chief 
Ehrenberg.  

The assistance of Native 
Americans, however, was 
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tragically ironic, as the mapping 
of the west was the beginning 
of the end for their way of life. 

“Mapping the West" con-
tains more than 100 images, 
including the 1814 map, which 
is presented as a centerfold. 
Also included are two loose, 
pocketed, full-color maps that 
unfold to 36 inches by 28 inches. 
One is a reproduction of Nich-
olas King’s 1803 composite 
map of the West, which the 
Jefferson Administration com-
missioned for the expedition. 
The other is the first major map 
of the West that Clark produced 
while camped at Fort Mandan, 
North Dakota. Several are new 

Mapping the West 

Story continued from page 2 

images captured by GIS that 
show how the nineteenth-
century maps might be con-
veyed in the twenty-first century. 
The 120-page limited edition is 
printed on high-grade, archival-
quality paper with Smythe-sewn 
binding and linen cover. 

 The book, which retails for 
$100, is available online exclu-
sively from Levenger and in the 
Library of Congress Shop.  It 
may also be ordered through 
the Phillips Map Society with a 
$100 donation, which includes 
membership and publications. 

 By Ryan Moore 
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 The U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names celebrated its 125th anniversary 
at the Library of Congress in September.  
The event titled “Traditions and Transi-
tions” and featured Phillips Map Society 
Academic Committee member Mark 
Monmonier of Syracuse University as 
the keynote speaker.  G&M cartogra-
pher Jacquie Nolan helped coordinate 
the event and worked with Hannah 
Stahl, Library Technician, to create an 
exhibit. The Division held an open 
house  afterwards that highlighted his-
torical documents, maps, and associated 
materials of the organization.  

 The BGN, as the group is commonly 
called, was created in 1890 and estab-
lished in its present form by the passage 
of law in 1947. It is a federal body with-
in the U.S. Geological Survey that has 
worked for the last 125 years to stand-
ardize place names on federal docu-
ments maps to eliminate inconsistent 
use of place names that can be cause for 
confusion. 

What Does It Do? 

 The BGN is not the originator of 
place names. Rather, it rules on name 
proposals submitted from governmental 
representatives and the public, which 
number in the hundreds each year. In 
any given case, the board’s decision is 
based on what the majority of a local 
population calls a place. However, the 
group balances the former with the goal 
of maintaining long-standing names in 
order to ensure consistency. 

 A recent example of a  name change 
concerns America’s tallest mountain.  
Mount McKinley is now known as De-
nali in federal documents.  Denali is the 
Athabascan tribe name for the mountain, 
meaning “the tall one.”  

The Power of Language 

 In his keynote address, Professor 

Board on Geographic Names 125th Anniversary 

Body Responsible for Standardizing Place Names on Federal Maps 

Monmonier discussed the power of lan-
guage and shared how some groups 
have developed diplomatic solutions for 
place name disputes. 

 “A chosen, hegemonic language—
English rather than Native Hawaiian, 
for example, or Hebrew rather than Ar-
abic—can be a strong statement of terri-
torial control, and thus a potential 
source of resentment. And even when 
language is not an issue, a geopolitical 
reference like ‘East Sea’ or ‘Sea of Japan’ 
can trigger resistance, he said, referring 
to the debate between South Korea and 
Japan over the name of the body of wa-
ter that separates the Asian nations.  

 Google Maps has a “clever twenty-
first century” way of dealing with dis-
putes. It tailors the place name based on  
IP address when necessary for political 
reasons. For example, a viewer inside 
Iran will only see “Persian Gulf” as op-
posed to “Arabian Gulf, ” the preferred 
name in Saudi Arabia, he said. 

 These international issues demon-

strate that the BGN is not uniquely an 
American institution. More than 50 
nations have some type of national 
naming authority. These groups often 
meet and discuss place names that over-
lap international boundaries. 

 By Ryan Moore 
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 With high-resolution images of 
Pluto and the search for Earth-like 
exoplanets making national headlines, 
it is clear that space and space explora-
tion still captures our collective atten-
tion. While the tools we have used to 
observe and record may have changed, 
our curiosity has not. Charts and 
globes drawn from studying the sky 
throughout history can be found right 
here at The Library of Congress. 

 A celestial chart is, put simply, a 
map of the night sky. G&M has ap-
proximately 600 of these, in addition 
to numerous globes depicting the 
night sky. Our celestial collection con-
sists of exceptionally rare charts 
bound in seventeenth-century atlases, 
colorful newspaper graphics from the 
Space Race, detailed Russian maps 
tracking the paths of solar eclipses, 
explanatory diagrams from German 
schoolbooks, and countless other de-
pictions of the solar system and uni-
verse.  

 You can view examples of these 
astronomical holdings in the Heavens 
section of the “World Treasures” 
online exhibit. In addition, you might 
also be interested in exploring 
the “Finding our Place in the Cosmos: 
From Galileo to Sagan and Beyond” 
online exhibit which presents exam-
ples of the changing models of the 
universe through time. 

 Approximately half of the G&M’s 
celestial charts are uncatalogued. Even 
fewer have been digitally scanned. All 
acquisitions made since 1970 have 
corresponding digital catalog records; 
however, the rest of the collections are 
organized by a unique classification 
system devised for the Division.  

 G&M’s celestial charts collection 
greatly compliments the astronomy 
collections located in other parts of 

Celestial Charts  
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Exploring and Observing Space 

Adam and Charles Black. 1885. The Solar System. 

the Library, such as Rare 
Books & Special Collec-
tions, African and Middle 
Eastern, Asian, and Prints 
& Photographs collec-
tions.  

 By Carlyn Osborn 

  

    

Tobias Conrad Lotter. 1772. Planisphaerium coeleste : secundum 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thehistoryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Waldseemuller_locmap_small.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thehistoryblog.com/archives/category/renaissance/page/10&h=2222&w=4000&tbnid=OA2yAlO16yMzmM:&docid=ezwM2GLrHf
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Ethel M. Fair Pioneer Female Map Librarian 

 Ethel M. Fair (1884-1979) was a pio-
neer female map librarian. Graduating 
from the University of Chicago Library 
School with a Carnegie Fellowship in 
1914, Fair went on to have an impres-
sive career as a librarian that spanned an 
amazing fifty-plus years. She worked at 
Purdue, Wisconsin, the American Uni-
versity in Cairo, and at many other insti-
tutions. Following fifty years of library 
work, she was selected to serve as Exec-
utive Secretary for the American Library 
Association in 1963. 

 During her career, she collected a 
unique pictorial map collection, which is 
available for research and complement-
ed by a recently created finding aid. 

 This special map collection consists 
of pictorial maps produced in several 
formats, and ranges in time from the 
1840s to the 1960s. Some are cartoon 
maps, while others are cartographs. Un-
usual formats include maps on place 

Pictorial Map Collections Available for Research in G&M 

maps that are undated, but most of 
these appear to have been produced 
between 1920s and 1950s. A number of 
the maps were created by female car-
tographers, who were of special interest 
to Fair. 

 Accompanying the maps are a por-
trait, professional information, obituary, 
and photocopy of an article about the 
collection. 

 Fair donated subject index cards in 
1960, which describe the maps, and the 
map collection in 1973. The collection 
was described by former G&M Chief 
Walter Ristow in 1973. In 2011, Kim 
Edwin, Library Technician, arranged 
and described the materials, and placed 
them in folders. In 2014, this author 
provided edits and updates, and refined 
the arrangement. 

 By Ryan Moore 

 

  

Friends of the Geography and Map Division 

Ethel M. Fair. 

mats, napkins, table cloths, and hand-
kerchiefs. The collection contains most-
ly tourist maps, road maps, educational 
maps, and commercial maps. The ma-
jority of the maps depict North Ameri-
ca. There are early facsimiles and some 

William Gropper's America, its folklore. From G3701.A5 1946 .G7 Copy 2 Ethel M. 

Fair collection : Fair 512 . 
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G&M at the National Book Festival 

G&M staff members (right to left) Habte Teclemariam, Kim Edwin, and Craig Bryant, assist visitors at the 

Library of Congress Book Festival.. Photo by Min Zhang of G&M.  

G&M Chief Ralph E. Ehrenberg (left) and Dr. Herman Viola (right) discuss their new book on the maps of 

Lewis and Clark. Photo by Min Zhang of G&M.  
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  John Amadeus Wolter (July 25, 1925 - October 22, 2015)  was the sixth chief of the 

Geography and Map Division of the Library of Congress. He passed away on October 22, 

2015 at the age of 90.  

 John served as assistant chief (1968-1978) and chief (1978-1990) during a period of 
great change and advancement for the world’s most comprehensive cartographic collection. 
During John’s tenure, the Division established a Cataloging Section and implemented 
MARC Maps, G&M’s computer-assisted map cataloging format that created the interna-
tional standard for map cataloging that is still followed worldwide. He was also instrumen-
tal in the publication of the seven-volume Bibliography of Cartography (1973-80), an interna-
tionally recognized bibliographic resource for the history of cartography. 

 Perhaps John’s greatest challenge was moving G&M from the Library’s John Adams 
Building on the Capitol Hill Campus to a large warehouse located on South Pickett Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia, in 1970 and back again ten years later to its current location in the 
James Madison Building. Under John’s guidance, the collections were consolidated at the 
Pickett Street warehouse and over the next ten years nearly doubled in size to four million 
cartographic items. A number of great collections and rarities were acquired during John’s tenure, notably the historic 
Hauslab-Liechtenstein Collection of some 8,000 maps, a 1768 navigational chart on which Benjamin Franklin sketched the Gulf 
Stream (one of three known copies), a pair of 3 ½ ft. diameter terrestrial and celestial globes constructed by Vincenzo Maria 
Coronelli (1688-93), and 29 original hand-painted color relief drawings created by the artist/cartographer Hal Shelton.   

 In 1991, he received the Library’s Distinguished Service Award “in recognition of a lifetime of achievement in the areas 
of librarianship, geography, and cartography.” 

 John continued the G&M tradition of actively promoting scholarship. He conceived and planned the Division’s 1984 
international conference and major exhibition on the “Atlas Though History. ” Conference speakers were drawn from eight 
countries and the accompanying exhibition featured the display of some 275 atlases. The conference papers later were edited 
and published by John and Ronald E. Grim as Images of the World: The Atlas Through History (1997).   

 In retirement, John published Progress of discovery/ Johann Georg Kohl (1993), with Hans-Albrecht Koch and the Library’s 
German-Dutch specialist Margrit B. Krewson. It examined the work of a mid-nineteenth century German-American cartog-
rapher-librarian who made a major contribution to the historical study of North American mapping.  With Commodore Perry to 
Japan: the Journal of William Speiden Jr., 1852-1855, which John edited with his good friend, John J. McDonough, a former naval 
historian in the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress, and David A. Ranzan, “provides keen insights into the un-
foreseen practical ramifications of the opening of relations between the U.S. and Japan,” according to one reviewer. This 
work was completed and published just three years ago by the Naval Institute Press. In The Napoleonic War in the Dutch East 
Indies: an Essay and Cartobibliography of the Minto collection (1999), John evaluated a set of G&M’s early nineteenth-century manu-
script maps of the Indonesian archipelago that was formerly in the possession of Gilbert Elliot, First Earl of Minto and later 
Governor-General of India.  
 A native of St. Paul, Minnesota, John served two years as a seaman with the Merchant Marine during World War II. Fol-
lowing the war, John was commissioned an ensign in the Maritime Service, received his third mate’s license. He became a 
navigation and deck officer with the Isthmian Steamship Company, which cruised the Red Sea, Indian Ocean and Gulf of 
Thailand. Drafted as a soldier during the Korean War, he skippered tugs and yachts for the Army in Japan and instructed 
military forces in coast piloting, seamanship and small boat handling.  
  John is survived by his wife Joan, whom he met while they both worked briefly at the Army Map Service, and their four 
sons and their families.  

 By Ralph E. Ehrenberg and James A. Flatness 

 

  

In Memory of  Former G&M Chief  John A. Wolter 
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Ex Officio 

 

Ralph E. Ehrenberg, Chief, G&M 

John R. Hébert, Chief, G&M , 1999-2011  
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