CODE OF CONDUCT

FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President of the United States, and az Com-
mander in Chief of the armed forees of the
United States, 1 hereby preseribe the Code
of Conduct for members of the Armed Forces
of the United States which is attached to
thiz order and hereby made a part thereof.

Every member of the armed forees of the
United States is expected to measure up to the
standards embodied in this Code of Conduct
while he is in combat or in capfivity. To
ensure achievement of these standards, each
member of the armed forces liable to capture
shall be provided with specific training and
instructions designed to better equip him to
counter and withstand all enemy efforts
against him, and shall be fully instructed as
to the behavior and obligations expeected of
him during combat or eaptivity.

The Secretary of Defense (and the Secre-
tary of the Treasury with respect to the Coast
Guard except when it is serving as part of the
Navy) shall take sueh action as is deemed
necessary to implement this order and to
disseminate and make the said code known
to all members of the armed forces of the

United States.

I AM AN AMERICAN FIGHTING MAN. 1 SERVE IN
THE FORCES WHICH GUARD MY COUNTRY AND
OUR WAY OF LIFE. | AM PREPARED TO GIVE MY
LIFE IN THEIR DEFENSE.

| WILL NEVER SURRENDER OF MY OWN FREE
WILL. IF IN COMMAND | WILL NEVER SURREN-
DER MY MEN WHILE THEY STILL HAVE THE

MEANS TO RESIST.

1

IF 1 AM CAPTURED 1 WILL CONTINUE TO RESIST
BY ALL MEANS AVAILABLE. [ WILL MAKE EVERY
EFFORT TO ESCAPE AND AID OTHERS TO ESCAPE,
I WILL ACCEPT NEITHER PAROLE NOR SPECIAL
FAVORS FROM THE ENEMY.

|
||

A member of the Armed Forces is
always a fighting man.  As such, it is his duty
to oppose the enemies of the United States
regardless of the ecircumstances in which he
may find himself, whether in active partici-
pation in combat, or as & prisoner of war.

As an individual, a member of the
Armed Forces may never volunterily surren-
der himself. When isolated and he ean no
longer infliet casualties on the enemy, it is his
duty to evade eapture and rejoin the nearest
friendly forees,

The responsibility and authority of a
commander never extends to the surrender of
his commmand to the enemy while it has power
to resist or evade. When isolated, cut off or
surrounded, & unit must eontinue to fight until
relieved, or able to rejoin {riendly forees, by
breaking out or by evading the enemy.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL
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IF 1 BECOME A PRISONER OF WAR, 1 WILL KEEP
FAITH WITH MY FELLOW PRISONERS. I WILL
GIVE NO INFORMATION OR TAKE PART IN ANY
ACTION WHICH MIGHT BE HARMFUL TO MY COM-
RADES. IF I AM SENIOR, [ WILL TAKE COMMAND.
IF NOT [ WILL OBEY THE LAWFUL ORDERS OF
THOSE APPOINTED OVER ME AND WILL BACK
THEM UP IN EVERY WAY.

\

WHEN QUESTIONED, SHOULD | BECOME A PRIS-
ONER OF WAR, I AM BOUND TO GIVE ONLY NAME,
RANK, SERVICE NUMBER AND DATE OF BIRTH. 1
WILL EVADE ANSWERING FURTHER QUESTIONS
TO THE UTMOST OF MY ABILITY. I WILL MAKE
NO ORAL OR WRITTEN STATEMENTS DISLOYAL
TO MY COUNTRY AND ITS ALLIES OR HARMFUL
TO THEIR CAUSE,
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I WILL NEVER FORGET THAT | AM AN AMERICAN
FIGHTING MAN, RESPONSIBLE FOR MY ACTIONS,
AND DEDICATED TO THE PRINCIPLES WHICH
MADE MY COUNTRY FREE. 1 WILL TRUST IN MY
GOD AND IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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The duty of 8 member of the Armed
Forces to continue resistance by all means at
hiz disposal is not lessened by the misfortune
of capture. Article 82 of the Geneva Conven-
tion pertains and must be explained. He will
eseape if able to do =o, and will assist others
to escape. Parole agreements are promises
ﬁiven the eaptor by a prisoner of war upon

iz faith and honor, to fulfill stated condi-
tions, such as not to bear arms or not to
escape, in conzideration of special privileges,
usually release from captivity or lessened
restraint. He will never sign or enter into
a parole agreement.

Informing or any other action to the
detriment of a fellow prisoner is despicable and
is expressly forbidden. Prisoners of war must
avﬂig helping the enemy identify fellow pris-
oners who may have knowledge of particular
value to the enemy, and may therefore be
made to suffer coercive interrogation.

Strong leadership is essential to disci-
pline. Without discipline, camp organiza-
tion, resistance and even survival may be
impossible. Personal hygiene, camp sanita-
tion, and care of sick and wounded are impera-
tive. Officers and noncommissioned officers
of the United States will continue to carry out
their responsibilities and exercise their author-
ity subsequent to capture. The senior line
officer or noncommissioned officer within the
prisoner of war camp or group of prisoners
will assume command ancurdh? to rank (or
precedence) without regard to Service. This
responsibility and accountability may not be
evaded, If the senior officer or noncommis-
sioned offieer is incapacitated or unable to act
for any reason, command will be assumed by
the next senior. If the foregoing organiza-
tion cannot be effected, an organization of
elected representatives, as provided for in
Articles 70-81 Geneva Convention Relative
to Treatment of Prisoners of War, or a covert
organization, or both, will be formed.

When questioned, a prisoner of war is
required by the Geneva Convention and per-
mitted by this Code to disclose his name, rank,
service number and date of birth. A prisoner
of war may also communicate with the epemy
regarding his individual health or welfare as a
prisoner of war and, when appropriate, on
routine matters of camp administration.  Oral
or written confessions true or false, question-
naires, personal history statements, propa-
ganda recordings and broadeasts, appeals to
other prisoners of war, signatures to peace or
surrender appeals, self criticisms or any other
oral or written communieation on behalf of
the enemy or eritical or harmful to the United
Staies, its allies, the Armed Forces or other
prisoners are forbidden.

It is & violation of the Geneva Conven-
tion to place a prisoner of war under physical
or mental torture or any other form of coer-
cion to =ecure from him information of any
kind. If, however, a prisoner is subjected to
such treatment, he wil]i) endeavor to avoid by
every means the diselosure of any information,
or the making of any statement or the per-
formanece of any action harmful to the inferests
of the United States or itz allies or which will
provide aid or comfort to the enemy,

Under Communist Bloe reservations to
the Geneva Convention, the signing of a con-
fession or the making of a statement by a
prisoner is likely to be used to convict him as
a war criminal under the laws of his captors.
This convietion has the effect of removing him
from the prisoner of war status and according
to this Communist Bloe device denying him
any protection under terms of the Geneva
Convention and repatriation until a prison
sentence is served,

The provisions of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice, whenever nﬁapmpriam. eon-
tinue to apply to members of the Armed Forces
while prisoners of war. Upon repatriation,
the conduet of prisoners will be examined as
to the eircumstances of capture and through
the period of detention with due regard for
the rights of the individual and consideration
for the conditions of captivity.

A member of the Armed Forces who
hecomes a prisoner of war has a continuing
obligation to remain loyal to his country, his
Serviee and his unit.

The life of a prisoner of war is hard.
He must never give up hope. He must resist
enemy indoetrination. Prisoners of war who
stand firm and united against the enemy will
aid one another in surviving this ordeal.
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