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        Business of Beauty: A Resource Guide

        
            The beauty industry covers a wide range of products from cosmetics to skin care and everything in between. This guide covers this large and global business.
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Have a question? Need assistance? Use our online form to ask a librarian for help.
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Note: This guide was originally issued in Business and Economics Research Advisor (BERA), a quarterly publication of the Business Reference Section, Science, Technology & Business Division: Summer/Fall 2010


Created: August 2010


Last Updated: November 2023




		   

								

								
							

						

					


						
							
								
									
			
				
Follow Us


[image: Owl above door to center reading room on fifth floor. Library of Congress John Adams Building, Washington, D.C.]

Get connected to the Library’s large and diverse collections related to science, technology, and business through our Inside Adams Blog. This blog also features upcoming events and collection displays, classes and orientations, new research guides, and more.
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While most people think of the beauty business as cosmetics, it has grown in scope and now includes covers a wide range of products.  Beyond just cosmetics there is perfume, skin cleaners, a host of other skin care products, cosmeceuticals, etc.


Beyond the products themselves, the beauty business also includes the way in which the products are sold. In particular, price points and the places cosmetics are packaged and sold. Price points have always varied, but packaging has become ever more important. Where products sell has gone from physical stores that were very location driven, to being sold over the Internet to people all over the world.


This guide is not the science of beauty, it is a business guide that includes information on the history and the current market (as of the date of this guide). There is a U.S. and European focus generally, but the modern industry is very global. This guide is not comprehensive or exhaustive, but rather meant as a starting point for research in this area.


		   

								

								
							

						

					


						
							About the Business Section

								
									
			
				Part of the Science & Business Reading Room at the Library of Congress, the Business Section is the starting point for conducting research at the Library of Congress in the subject areas of business and economics. Here, reference specialists in specific subject areas of business assist patrons in formulating search strategies and gaining access to the information and materials contained in the Library's rich collections of business and economics materials.
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Science & Business Reading RoomSubmit a question through our Ask a Librarian service, call us at 202-707-5639, or visit us in person on the fifth floor of the John Adams building in Washington, D.C. Learn more about conducting research in the Science and Business Reading Room.
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