Ja mes M adison

c o u n c i l

madison
council
bulletin
FALL 2016

Kareem Abdul Jabbar presents
autographed basketball to
David Rubenstein at the 2016
National Book Festival Gala

Ja mes M adison

c o u n c i l

madison
council
bulletin
FALL 2016

The Madison Council Bulletin
is a publication of the
James Madison Council of
the Library of Congress.
Carla D. Hayden
Librarian of Congress

3

Letter From the Librarian

4

Carla Hayden Sworn in as 14th Librarian of Congress

8

Spring 2016 Madison Council Meeting

David M. Rubenstein
Chairman
Susan K. Siegel
Director of Development

Design:
Carla Badaracco

20

2016 National Book Festival

24

2016 Library of Congress Literacy Awards

26

The Taoiseach Addresses the Library of Congress

28

New Acquisitions
28 Ethel Merman Papers

Contributors:
Mark Hartsell
Tom Shaw
Raymond White
Lucia Wolf
Sara Duke
Sage Janulis

30 Della Influenza del Ghetto Nello Stato
31 Columbia Print
32 Boston Tea Party Print
33 Andrea Palladio Designs

Photography:
Cover, inside front
and back covers,
pages 2-7 and 20-25
Shawn Miller

34 Orville Wright Letter

36

Foundation

Pages 8-19
Shealah Craighead
Page 26
Amanda Reynolds
Page 23
Detail of 2016 National
Book Festival poster by
Yuko Shimizu

Junior Fellows Program Receives Generous Gift from Glanville Family

38

Lovelace Gift Establishes the Alan Lomax Fellowship in Folklife Studies

42

New Madison Council Members

47

In Memoriam: Marjorie Switow Fisher

Cover: Chief Justice John Roberts administers the oath of oﬃce to Carla Hayden as her mother, Colleen Hayden, and
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan look on.

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

1

2

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

LETTER FROM THE LIBRARIAN

F

or the past 26 years, the Madison Council has provided critical support to the Library of Congress,
helping to build the collection, dramatically widen its outreach, and mobilize its incomparable
resources to meet the nation’s educational needs. The Madison Council is a shining example of the positive
impact that civic-minded business leaders and philanthropists can have on a vital national institution.
I am deeply grateful to Chairman David Rubenstein for his leadership and for his unflagging support
for the nation’s library. David and I share something in common. We both share great fondness of the
Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, where David grew up and where his voracious love of books and
reading was nurtured—a library system I was privileged to lead for 23 years.
There are few people in this country who care more about literacy than David, and we thank him for
his creation and support of the Library of Congress Literacy Awards. Established in 2013, these awards
have provided more than $1 million to dozens of worthy organizations dedicated to combatting illiteracy.
The National Book Festival, which celebrated its 16th year on September 24, is an expression of the
love of books in a democratic nation, so it is no surprise that David is the lead patron of this event. The
Madison Council has played a pivotal role in the festival’s success since its inception nearly 20 years
ago, and we are grateful for their continuing support.
Since the last meeting of the Council, several members have stepped forward with major benefactions
to support key Library programs. Please join me in thanking Nancy Glanville Jewell for her generous
support of the acclaimed Junior Fellows Summer Intern Program, and Lillian Lovelace for establishing
the Alan Lomax Fellowship in Folklife Studies to underwrite scholarly research on this important
collection which she and her late husband Jon acquired for the Library in 2004. We also want to thank
Tom Girardi for sponsoring a memorable visit to the Library by the Prime Minister of Ireland and
Members of the Irish Legislature, joining Members of the United States Congress for a special luncheon
and display of Library materials related to the 1916 Easter Rising, one of the pivotal events in modern
Irish history.
We are pleased to welcome new Madison Council members Holly Bock from Dallas, Texas; Mitchell
and Tim Gold from Conover, North Carolina; Eric Schneiderwind of Lansing, Michigan; and Michael
Stone from San Diego, California. We encourage members to nominate individuals for membership
who will further strengthen the Council and contribute to its impressive record of stewardship.
We were deeply saddened by the loss of Madison Council founding member Marjorie S. Fisher, a
strong supporter of important Library initiatives, including bringing state-of-the-art exhibitions to the
Library and advancing scholarly programs on foreign affairs issues. We extend our deepest sympathy
to Council members Marjorie Fisher Furman and Roy Furman, former members Julie and Peter
Cummings, and the entire Fisher family.
I am grateful to my predecessor, Jim Billington, for establishing the Council as a model public-private
partnership. I look forward to working with Council members to build on his wonderful legacy by
opening up the treasure chest that is the Library of Congress even further, and making it a place that
can be found and used by everyone.
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Carla Hayden
Sworn in as
14th Librarian
of Congress

W

ith her hand on the Bible, and her
mother at her side, Carla Hayden was
sworn in as the 14th Librarian of Congress on
Wednesday, September 14, 2016, in a ceremony that
made history and opened a new era for the 216-yearold institution.
The ceremony, in the Great Hall of the Thomas
Jefferson Building, marked two historic firsts:
Hayden is the first African-American and the first
woman to serve as the top official of the Library
since its founding 216 years ago. She also is the first
new Librarian of Congress in nearly three decades.
“It is an honor to be nominated by President
Obama and confirmed by the United States Senate to
lead one of the greatest institutions of our nation, and
of the world,” Hayden told an audience of dignitaries,
friends and hundreds of her new colleagues. “I am
truly grateful and humbled by this selection.”
Hayden, the longtime chief executive of the Enoch
Pratt Free Library system in Baltimore and a former
president of the American Library Association, was
nominated by Obama in February and confirmed by
the Senate in July.
Late Wednesday morning, employees gathered on
the Great Hall’s mezzanine to witness in person an
event that had occurred only 13 times in the institution’s
long history: a new librarian assuming office.
At noon, Hayden, Speaker of the House Paul D.
Ryan and U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John G.
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Carla Hayden, 14th Librarian of Congress in The Great Hall

Roberts Jr. took the stage. Following a welcome by
Sen. Roy Blunt, Ryan discussed the personal library
of Thomas Jefferson that forms the basis of the
Library’s collections, the value of the public library to
the nation and to individual citizens, and the
leadership qualities he sees in Hayden.
“Our next librarian is an accomplished woman.
I have every confidence that she is going to make us
very, very proud,” Ryan said. “Jefferson once said,
‘I cannot live without books.’ Neither can we. The

Library of Congress is our national treasure. With
Dr. Hayden at the helm, I know it is in excellent hands.”
Hayden’s mother, Colleen, then joined her onstage
and held out to her daughter a small, velvet-covered
volume, drawn from the Library’s collection – the
Bible used by President Abraham Lincoln at his
second inauguration more than 150 years ago and by
President Barack Obama at his own inaugurations.
Hayden raised her right hand and placed her left
on the Bible and, as Roberts administered the oath of

office, promised to well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office – “so help me God,” she said, with
a smile and a little extra emphasis, to laughter and
then a rousing ovation.
Following was an introduction by Barbara A.
Mikulski, the senior senator from Maryland who
likened the nomination to “bringing Cal Ripken back
to the Orioles.”
As Hayden addressed the audience, she recalled
her personal journey from a pigtailed 8-year-old
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checking out “Bright Angel” at her local library to
chief executive of the Pratt Library. She expressed
gratitude to her mom for introducing her to reading,
music and public service.
She thanked her predecessors in office, including
Librarian of Congress Emeritus James H. Billington,
who watched from the audience with his wife Marjorie,
and the Library officials who oversaw the institution
following Dr. Billington’s retirement last year.
“I’d also like to take a moment to acknowledge
Deputy Librarian of Congress David Mao and the
senior staff of the Library, who are making my
transition into this post well-informed and as smooth
as it could be,” she said.
And Hayden acknowledged the historic nature of
her own nomination.
“People of my race were once punished with
lashes and worse for learning to read,” she said. “As
a descendant of people who were denied the right to
read, to now have the opportunity to serve and lead the
institution that is our national symbol of knowledge is
a historic moment.”
This moment, Hayden said, is an opportunity to
build on the contributions of past librarians of
Congress to realize a vision of a national library that
reaches outside the limits of Washington.
“When I contemplate the potential of harnessing
the power of technology with the unparalleled
resources at the Library of Congress,” she said,
“I am overwhelmed with possibilities.”

6
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She cited as an example the recent acquisition of
the collection of civil-rights icon Rosa Parks. In one
letter, Parks reflected on her 1955 arrest in
Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give up her
seat on a bus to a white passenger.
“I had been pushed around all my life and felt at
this moment that I couldn’t take it anymore,” Parks
wrote.
That letter, Hayden said, is now digitized and
available online, instantly available to a child on a
Native American reservation in New Mexico or to a
young girl at a Baltimore library seeking refuge from
the turmoil in her city.
“That is a real public service,” Hayden said, “and a
natural next step for this nation’s library, a place
where you can touch history and imagine your future.”
Hayden said she envisions a Library that’s not
only a place for established scholars to work but also
a place to grow scholars, inspire young authors and
connect with people outside of Washington.
That requires, she said, collaboration with other
institutions; private-sector support and “patriotic
philanthropy” for projects such as digitization; and
starting a new dialogue about connectivity to
classrooms and other libraries.
Building an “institution of opportunity” for all, she
said, is the responsibility of all.
“I cannot wait to work with all of you to seize this
moment in our history,” Hayden said. “Let’s make
history at the Library of Congress together.”

(l-r, from opposite page) Carla Hayden;
Speaker Paul Ryan, Chief Justice
John Roberts and Carla Hayden;
Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD),
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Carla Hayden,
Rep. Candice Miller (R-MI) and
Rep. Greg Harper (R-MS)
(below) Dr. James Billington and
David Mao

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

7

S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
F R I D AY

Tom Girardi and Dennis Shapiro

Teri Sierra, Georgia Higley and John Medveckis

David Rubenstein, Thomas Friedman, Douglas Brinkley and David Mao

Holly Krueger with Mike and Jean Strunsky
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Marina Kats

Dennis Shapiro, Christine and Wayne Nelson

The Great Hall

Tom and Linda Knox with David Mao

Ed Miller and Arline Pacht

Caroline Wegner and Chuck Wegner

David Rubenstein, Julie Opperman and David Mao
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S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
F R I D AY

Thomas Friedman

David Rubenstein, Tom Girardi and David Mao

Beverly and Lyman Hamilton

David Rubenstein and Thomas Friedman

David Rubenstein, Ed Miller and David Mao
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Sara Duke and Tom Girardi

Linda Knox

David Rubenstein and Thomas Friedman with Madison Council members

Betsy Moukawsher

Albert Small and Thomas Friedman

Tom Silverstein, Leonard Silverstein, Susan Scott, Debbie Silverstein, and Caitlin Miller

Susan Shapiro

Raymond White and Mitchell and Tim Gold
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S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
F R I D AY

Lucile Miller, John Medveckis and Marina Kats

Caroline Wegner and Charles Wegner

Bert Fields, Tom Girardi and Barbara Guggenheim

David Rubenstein with Mitchell and Tim Gold

Mike Stone, David Rubenstein and Tom Knox
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Mike Strunsky

Julie Opperman, Georgette Mosbacher and Buﬀy Cafritz

Michael Feinstein

Holly Bock, Linda Knox and Janet McKinney

Monique Duroc-Danner and Betsy Moukawsher

Beverly Hamilton and Dianne Eddolls

Norma Asnes, Dennis Shapiro, Anna and David Sokolsky
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S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
F R I D AY

David Rubenstein and Holly Bock

Robert Newlen and Michael Feinstein

Mike Stone and Douglas Brinkley

Dianne Eddolls, Consuelo Duroc-Danner, Monique Duroc-Danner, Susan Scott and Debbie Silverstein

Susan Shapiro with Bert Fields and Barbara Guggenheim
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David Mao, David Rubenstein and Michael Feinstein

S AT U R D AY

Capital Dames

Dianne Eddolls, Julie Opperman and Robert Newlen

David Rubenstein, Cokie Roberts and David Mao

Raja Sidawi, Leonard Silverstein and Tom Moukawsher

Mitchell Gold, David Rubenstein, Cokie Roberts, Dennis Shapiro and Dianne Eddolls

David Rubenstein and John Medveckis
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S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
S AT U R D AY

David Rubenstein and Douglas Brinkley

Leonard Silverstein

Display of treasures from inﬂuential American women

Barbara Guggenheim, Ford Peatross, Bert Fields and Betsy Moukawsher

16

Cokie Roberts with Mitchell and Tim Gold
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David Rubenstein

Monique Duroc-Danner and Consuelo Duroc-Danner

16th and 17th century music treasures

David Mao, Leonard Silverstein and Sue Siegel

Jay Kislak

Cokie Roberts and David Rubenstein

Raymond White and David Mao
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S PRING 2016 M ADISON C OUNCIL M EETING
S AT U R D AY

Tom Moukawsher, Ed Miller, Bert Fields and Barbara Guggenheim

Ford Peatross and David Mao

Council members viewing treasures from the Music Division

Sue Siegel and Jay Kislak
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David Rubenstein

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

Marie Arana

Ed Miller and Cokie Roberts

Luncheon in the Members Room

Raja Sidawi and Leonard Silverstein

Sue Siegel, Raja Sidawi and Consuelo Duroc-Danner

Ford Peatross and Barbara Guggenheim

David Rubenstein, Douglas Brinkley and David Mao
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2016
National Book Festival

T

he Library of Congress and its
annual celebration of literature
and reading, the National Book
Festival, observed its sweet sixteen
anniversary in September. Attendance
this year is estimated at more than
150,000 festival-goers.
C o N T i N u e D o N PA g e 2 3
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A mom and her son take a break to read a book

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

21

22

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

N AT i o N A L B o o K F e S T i vA L , F R o M PA g e 2 0

Since 2010, Madison Council Chairman and
National Book Festival Board Co-chairman David M.
Rubenstein has been the festival’s lead
benefactor generously pledging funding for the
festival until 2019.
This year’s festival featured approximately 120
authors, illustrators and poets for presentations on
stages dedicated to Children, Teens, Books to
Movies, Contemporary Life, Graphic Novels, Fiction,
Food & Home, History & Biography, International,
Poetry & Prose, and Science programming.
The James Madison Council sponsored the
Science stage, which featured notable authors who
discussed topics on engineering, neuroscience,
geography, physics, astronomy, medicine and
psychiatry.
Thanks to important updates to the National Book
Festival app, festival-goers and volunteers stayed
more connected than ever with activities,
programming and author schedules.
The celebration of the National Book Festival was

momentous this year, as the festivities coincided with
the first month of service of the 14th Librarian of
Congress, Dr. Carla D. Hayden. Nominated by
President Obama and subsequently approved by the
U.S. Senate, Dr. Hayden welcomed attendees,
authors and sponsors, and appeared at different
events throughout the day.
Hayden said, “The National Book Festival is a day
for all to celebrate the joy and power of reading by
connecting with their favorite authors and
discovering new ones. No matter your age or favorite
type of book, there is something at the National Book
Festival for you.”
Additional support for the 2016 National Book
Festival was made possible by AARP, Inc., The
Washington Post, the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, Wells Fargo and the James
Madison Council.
The Library of Congress thanks the members of
the James Madison Council for their unwavering
support during the past 16 years of the festival.

(opposite page, clockwise from left) Stephen King; Diane Rehm and David Rubenstein;
The Great Hall during the 2016 National Book Festival Gala
(above) David Rubenstein and Shonda Rhimes; Bob Woodward
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2016 Library of Congress

A

t the Library of Congress
National Book Festival
evening gala, Librarian of
Congress Carla Hayden
announced the winners of the
2016 Library of Congress Literacy
Awards, a program originated and
sponsored by Madison Council
Chairman David M. Rubenstein.
The winners are the WETA
Reading Rockets of Arlington,
Virginia; the Parent-Child Home
Program of Garden City, New
York; and Libraries Without
Borders of Paris, France.
The Literacy Awards, first
announced in January 2013, help
support organizations working to
alleviate the problems of illiteracy
and aliteracy in the United States
and worldwide. The awards
highlight and reward groups that
do exemplary, innovative and
easily replicable work.
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Noel Gunther, Executive Director, WETA Learning Media,
Carla Hayden, Sharon Rockefeller, President and CEO, WETA,
and David Rubenstein

David M. Rubenstein Prize
$150,000
Recipient:

WETA Reading Rockets
Reading Rockets was developed by WETA, a PBS
affiliate station, to provide resources and services for
literacy providers, educators and parents. Reading
Rockets disseminates all of its information and
resources via its free website, which is accessed 5.7
million times each year. Most of the material is aimed
at teachers, parents and caregivers, but Reading
Rockets also works with more than 50 national
partner organizations to promote literacy and
reading. Some of the resources include book and
activity suggestions, articles and research briefs, and
original series. A set of literacy blogs written by
nationally acclaimed authors, literacy specialists and
teachers offers new perspectives on reading and
literacy. Young Readers is an original series launched
by Reading Rockets and provides 30-minute
television programs that explore the stages of
reading every child experiences and offer practical
advice and reading strategies based on educational
and developmental research findings.

Literacy Awards

Carla Hayden, Sarah Walzer, CEO, The Parent-Child Home
Program, and David Rubenstein

Carla Hayden, Allister Chang, Executive Director, Libraries
Without Borders, and David Rubenstein

The American Prize

The International Prize

$50,000

$50,000

Recipient:

Recipient:

Parent-Child Home Program

Libraries Without Borders

The Parent-Child Home Program develops school
readiness in children with disadvantages, by
combining intensive home visits with weekly gifts of
books and educational materials. Early-literacy
specialists model good practices to educate parents
about the importance of parent-child interaction, give
them the tools needed to inculcate early literacy
skills in their children, and encourage them to see
themselves as active participants in their child’s
education. In this program, community-based early
literacy specialists visit participating families twice a
week for two years. When families complete the
program, the staff helps parents enroll their children
in quality preschools or kindergartens. The program
has been replicated in 400 high-need communities in
14 states and in Chile, Canada, Ireland and Bermuda.

Libraries Without Borders (LWB) supports
community development in 20 countries around the
world through the promotion of literacy. Each
community’s needs are assessed and context-specific
programs are developed to meet them. One of LWB’s
signature programs is the Ideas Box, a portable
classroom, media center and library that can be
installed in 20 minutes. The box expands to create a
pop-up space covering over 330 square feet and
includes satellite Internet connection, laptops and
tablets, a library with both paper books and ereaders, and a built-in cinema. It has its own power
source and protects its contents from rain. With
tablets, laptops, e-readers, an electric generator, a
library with 250 paper books and 5,000 e-books, a TV
and projector, 5 HD cameras, board games, and arts
and crafts materials, the Ideas Box can serve an
entire community.
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The Taoiseach
Addresses
the Library of
Congress

(top row, l-r) Enda Kenny and Tom Girardi; David Mao, Tom Girardi
and Anne Anderson, Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S.
(above) The Taoiseach with David Mao in the Main Reading Room
(right) Jeﬀ Flannery, the Taoiseach and Mrs. Kenny
(below, l-r) Barbara Natanson, David Mao, the Taoiseach and
Mrs. Kenny; the Taoiseach with Tom Girardi in the Members Room

26

M A D I S O N C O U N C I L B U L L E T I N | FA L L 2 0 1 6

I

n April, Enda Kenny, the Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland attended a number of official events to mark
the 1916 Rising —one of the pivotal events in modern Irish history.
In a program underwritten by Madison Council member Tom Girardi, the Taoiseach, Members of the U.S.
Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and Members of the Irish Legislature visited the Library of Congress to
view items from its collections related to the 1916 Rising, after which the Taoiseach addressed the group:

Mr. Mao, Congressmen, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great honor to join you for lunch today at the Library of Congress. I’m sure you will share the sense
of the rightness of this location, Independence Avenue, for considering Ireland’s journey to freedom and
democracy. This time, 100 years ago Americans were reading the news of rebellion and then execution in
Ireland. The Rising making the front page of The New York Times for no fewer than 14 days.
There was no doubt that the sounds of the shots fired on those bright May mornings in Kilmainham Gaol
defied the prevailing South Westerlies to be carried first across the Atlantic Ocean and then across the
American nation. The names of the dead patriots were spoken in kitchens, factories, subways, firehouses,
police stations, classrooms, churches. To this day and to these celebrations, they are remembered.
I am proud to be here today as Taoiseach to commemorate the Rising. I do so representing Ireland’s new
Partnership Government, which took office just over a week ago. It is a government unlike any other in
our country’s history. We are disparate political groups united in our ambition to build a strong economy
and a fairer society for all our people. And today I am happy to say to all of you that we will continue to work
with the U.S. to maintain peace and prosperity across our island.
In these commemorations we remember, reflect and re-imagine. And it is right that we do so here in this
magnificent library—one of America’s most revered cultural institutions. And I thank Mr. David Mao and
Mr. Tom Girardi, for hosting us today. For a while, 100 years ago in terms of the Illumination carried out
in our ancient monasteries, the marginalia became Centralia. Ireland, a tiny country at the edge of Europe,
leaped suddenly into the consciousness of a continent ravaged by war.
Our Proclamation of Independence was inspired by your Declaration of Independence—the U.S. cited in
the document itself. That proclamation of the Irish Republic speaks of “our exiled children in America,”
the great Irish diaspora here in America—among them a predecessor of Tom’s as Librarian John Russell
Young, born in Country Tyrone in 1840.
Today, I thank the Library for collating some of the papers in the collection relating to 1916. You have
done magnificent work. You bring it to life in a way that makes us feel almost as if we are eavesdropping
on history. The voices urging support of our cause—even the intervention of President Woodrow Wilson
himself—flying from the pages.
Among them, we can hear Congressman Dyer of Missouri introducing his resolution to Congress calling on
the U.S. “to express the horror of the American people at the summary execution of the Irish patriots who,
following the inspiration of the American Revolution, attempted to erect a republican form of government.”
That close relationship of friendship and family, hope and history, between our two nations, has survived
to this day. I can think of no more fitting place than in the shadow of the U.S. Capitol, that great symbol
of democracy, to remember all those, on either side of the Atlantic, who helped to build a free and
independent Ireland. I want to thank you again for your warm welcome and hospitality here today. Go
raibh mile maith agaibh.
—Wednesday May 18, 2016
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Ethel Merman
Papers

T

he Madison Council has
made it possible for the
Library to acquire the papers of
American singer and actress
Ethel Merman (1908-1984).
The term “legendary” rightly
applies to only a few performers,
and Ethel Merman was truly one
of the legendary figures in the
annals of the American musical
theater. She has been described
as the “Queen of Musicals” and
“the undisputed First Lady of the
musical comedy stage.” During a
career on Broadway, in Hollywood
and on television that spanned
more than 50 years, she was
known for her belting voice, brassy
style and shrewd comic timing.
She was, without question, a
singular personality, and from 1930
until 1960, she was perhaps the
only Broadway star of her stature.
Ethel Merman shot to fame at
age 22 in 1930 singing “I Got
Rhythm” in George and Ira
Gershwin’s musical Girl Crazy.
Over the next 40 years, she
appeared in no fewer than 16
Broadway musicals including the
original productions of Anything
Goes, Annie Get Your Gun, Call
Me Madam, Hello, Dolly! and
Gypsy, which she considered her

28

best musical. She also appeared in
14 movies including Alexander’s
Ragtime Band, There’s No Business
Like Show Business and the cultfilm comedy It’s a Mad, Mad,
Mad, Mad World. She made
numerous television and concert
appearances including inaugural
gala concerts for John F. Kennedy
in 1961 and Ronald Reagan in
1981. Her last major appearance
in New York was in 1982, when
she took part in a Carnegie Hall
benefit concert.
The New York Times described
her unique combination of skill
and talent this way: “Composers
vied for her, knowing she would
hit every note on the mark, hold it
as long as needed, give it the right
shading, follow the trickiest
rhythm flawlessly.” Lyrics writers
were equally certain that she
“would make every syllable
distinct and evoke every bit of
laughter from a comic line.”
The collection dates largely
from the 1950s until the 1980s.
Most interesting of the materials
are her annotated scripts for her
final four Broadway triumphs,
Annie Get Your Gun, Call Me
Madam, Gypsy, and Hello, Dolly!
along with a presentation script
for the film There’s No Business
Like Show Business. These scripts
record many changes to the shows
during their rehearsal periods, as
well as instructions specific to
Merman’s performances. The
script for Hello, Dolly! is
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particularly notable because
although the show had been
written with Ethel Merman in
mind for the title character, she
initially declined the role. After
six years into the original
production’s seven-year run,
Merman stepped into the role,
and her script reflects changes
made at that time. Also present in
the collection are scores for two
Dolly songs that were originally
written for Merman but cut prior
to the Broadway opening and
reinstated when Merman joined
the cast for the final 10 months of
the show’s run.
The correspondence in the
collection includes a variety of
items that highlight Merman’s
career in interesting ways. Among
the letters are Dolly-related
examples from Thornton Wilder
(who wrote the book upon which
Hello, Dolly! was based) and from
Gower Champion, the
choreographer for the production.
Also present are telegrams from
the night of Merman’s opening in
the show from lyricist Sammy
Cahn (beginning, “Dear Loud
One...”), from Barbra Streisand
(“Don’t sing too loud...”) and from
Pearl Bailey, who had previously
sung the role of Dolly.
Additional correspondence
includes letters on topics including
various aspects of Merman’s
professional career (such as a
letter from Stephen Sondheim
concerning a review of the London

survive. That said, the Library of
Congress is very fortunate to
have obtained in recent years and
from a variety of other sources
additional materials that will
enhance the present collection
and that this new collection will
enhance as well. In this latter
category are her annotated lyric
sheets for the original production
of Annie Get Your Gun, a number
of photographs from that
production, a notebook of her
song lyrics for concert and
nightclub work, and a postcard to
her from George Gershwin. In
addition, the Library already holds
two other archival collections that
relate to Merman’s career: the
papers of George and Ira
Gershwin (who wrote the music
for Merman’s first Broadway
show, Girl Crazy) and the papers
of Irving Berlin (who wrote the
scores for Annie Get Your Gun
and Call Me Madam). Moreover,
we have been promised the
papers of Jerry Herman (Hello,
Dolly!) and Stephen Sondheim
(lyricist for Gypsy).

NEW
ACQUISITIONS

production of Gypsy comparing
Angela Lansbury’s performance
as Mama Rose to that of Merman)
as well as her personal life (such
as condolence messages on the
death of her daughter from
Tallulah Bankhead, Joshua
Logan, Jacob Javits and others).
There are a number of
programs from various points in
Merman’s career, along with 10
extremely rare examples from the
late 1910’s (before Merman was
12 years old), which list her by her
birth name, Ethel Zimmerman).
Additional items of interest
include a fascinating compiled
diary with information about
Merman’s career and health; her
birth certificate and baptismal
certificate; an individualized
souvenir album documenting her
performance at the Kennedy
Inaugural Gala in 1961, and a
small number of other
photographs.
It should be noted that much of
Ethel Merman’s documentary
legacy was destroyed in a
disastrous fire in 1991, and the
present materials are all that
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Della Influenza del
Ghetto Nello Stato

T

Della Influenza del Ghetto Nello Stato,
Giovanni Battista Gherardo D’Arco, 1782

30

hanks to Dennis and
Susan Shapiro, the Library
of Congress acquired a very rare
first edition of this important
study of the economic impact of
the Jewish ghetto in 18thcentury Venice. In Venice, as in
most of Europe for centuries,
government restrictions on
Jewish economic activities
created unusual situations for
the Jews involved in commerce.
Arco’s Della Influenza del
Ghetto Nello Stato, written in
1782, appeared as age-old
restrictions began to dissolve
with growing economic
freedom at the turn of the 19th
century. An advocate of free
trade and an opponent of the
“monopoly” held by Jewish
merchants in the ghetto, Arco
wrote in favor of the
dissolution of the economic
barriers between the Jewish
community and their Christian
neighbors. Although motivated in
no small part by jealousy, if not
anti-Semitism, Arco’s work is an
early recognition of the necessity
of economic integration of the
financially adept Jewish
population. “The trade of Venice
was overwhelmingly concentrated
in the hands of the Jews … the
wealthiest of the mercantile class”
(Cecil Roth, The History of Jews
in Venice).
The original rationale for the
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toleration of the Jews in the Italian
ghettos was the establishment of
pawn-broking banks to provide
governmentally regulated lowcost loans to the citizens of Venice.
For several centuries, these loans
and the resulting secondhand
goods available for resale had
been a profitable enterprise for
the Jewish community. However,
by 1664 these “banks” had
become money-losing propositions,
and by the 18th century there were
only three such establishments
remaining, each limited to interest
rates of 5 percent. These insolvent,
but politically expedient institutions,
were subsidized by the general
Jewish population through a tax
paid by successful merchants,
financiers and entrepreneurs who
dominated grain speculation and
international shipping. The success
of Jewish financiers in grain and
food speculation and shipping was
the focus of Arco’s book.
Arco, a friend and disciple of
Condillac and an advocate of free
trade, wrote with concern about
the monopolistic tendencies of the
Jewish merchants in the few
economic areas in which they
were allowed to participate. The
significance of Arco’s book is his
recognition in strictly economic
terms of the emergence of the Jews
from internal local finance into a
significant position in national and
international finance and trade.

NEW
hidden away in volumes in rare
book rooms.
This new acquisition is readily
accessible to researchers and
students.

ACQUISITIONS

T

he Madison Council has
made it possible for the
Library to acquire an extremely
rare allegorical print of Columbia
Trading With The World. Created
circa 1800, the print measures
5 11/16 " wide by 7 ¾" high. While
the Library of Congress has an
excellent collection of
American allegorical prints
published at the turn of the
19th century, most are
celebratory of the new nation
and tend to be inward-looking.
Produced after the American
Revolution but before the
Barbary Wars, this print
promotes the newly formed
United States as an
international trading partner
with Europe, South
America, Asia and Africa.
Columbia, created as a
symbolic figure in the
years following the
Revolution, represented
America well into the
20th century. Only one
impression is known in a
public institution, and
given that it is too large
to have been published
in a magazine, it is
unlikely that numerous
other impressions are

Columbia Print
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Boston

Tea Party Print
T

his acquisition, made
possible by the Madison
Council, represents the Library’s
first American-produced print of
the Boston Tea Party as well as
the first American-produced print
in the Library’s collection dating
before the 19th century. Attributed
to Henry Dawkins, ca. 1774, the
print is 13 ¼" wide by 9 ¾" high
plus blank margins.
American educators often rely
on the Library’s British Satirical
Print Collection to teach how
colonial patriots reacted to the
Boston Tea Party, knowing that
these imprints were produced in
London for a British
audience not
entirely
sympathetic to
the American
experience. With
the acquisition of
this print, the
Library will fill a
gap in the Library’s
holdings of
American-created
prints that show a
reaction to a major
event in the
formation of the
United States, as
well as double our
holdings of political
satires by Dawkins.
(The Library
currently only has
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one, which can be found at:
www.loc.gov/item/2010645651/.)
The attribution to Henry Dawkins,
a major Philadelphia satirical
printmaker, comes from the
American Antiquarian Society. It is
incredibly rare—only five North
American institutions have
recorded possessing an impression.
“Liberty triumphant...”
addresses the passage of the Tea
Act by British Prime Minister
Lord North in 1773 and alludes
to the Boston Tea Party of
December 16, 1773. It was
printed before the passage of the
Intolerable Acts in March 1774. In
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an unusual reversal of geography,
England appears at the left and
North America on the right.
Britannia conveys to her people
her disappointment in colonial
reactions to English rule, while
the Devil whispers into the ear of
the Prime Minister. Dawkins has
placed a group of frustrated tea
merchants from the East India
Company on the left. Princess
America defends the Sons of
Liberty with her bow and arrow
while below colonial Loyalists
complain about their losses from
the boycott of English tea.
Dawkins would have been wellplaced in Philadelphia to be aware
that colonial reaction to the Tea
Act was not unified. Philadelphia
was home to a large Loyalist
community. Already established
as an international shipping
community, Philadelphia was
poised as an observer to events in
Boston with ready access to news
and opinions from Great Britain.

ith funding from the
Madison Council, the
Library of Congress has acquired
an extremely rare and complete
five-volume set of Italian architect
Andrea Palladio’s (1508-1580)
designs. The full translated title is:
The Work Sites and Designs of
Andrea Palladio Collected and
Illustrated by Ottavio Bertotti
Scamozzi. Work in four volumes,
with copperplates of the layouts,
perspectives and cutaways. With
French translation.
This work is of fundamental
importance in the study of
Palladio’s original architectural
designs as well as documenting the
complete career of the renowned
architect who influenced
neoclassical buildings such as
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello
residence and the Capitol. The
author of this impressive work,
Ottavio Bertotti Scamozzi (1719 1790), studied and reconstructed
Palladio’s designs from 1776 to 1783

NEW
ACQUISITIONS

W

in a focused effort to distinguish
Palladio’s original designs from
those falsely attributed to him.
This landmark work consists of
234 architectural designs of public
and private buildings plus two
portraits. The copy of the work
purchased by the Madison Council
consists of four volumes printed
by the publisher Giovanni Rossi in
Vicenza, Italy, in 1796, and,
the exceptionally rare fifth
volume with Palladio’s
designs of ancient Roman
baths that belonged to the
collection of Lord Richard
Boyle, third Earl of
Burlington and fourth Earl
of Cork, and was printed
by the same Rossi in 1797.
Boyle was paramount in
revealing Palladio’s
architectural concepts
and designs in Great
Britain and Ireland.
Unlike most other
Palladio works found in
libraries and museums,
this set contains all 236
copperplates in five volumes. Only
about 48 libraries worldwide hold
a copy of this work; however, they
only own the first four volumes––
even the National Gallery of Art
and Dumbarton Oaks own copies
lacking the fifth volume.
This acquisition fills an
enormous gap in the Library
of Congress’s holdings and
will provide researchers
with a unique possibility of
consulting all five volumes
of this very relevant work on
Andrea Palladio.

Andrea Palladio
Designs
33

Orville Wright
Letter

T

hanks to the Madison
Council, the Library has
acquired a unique unpublished
letter Orville Wright sent to Henry
Molineu, the first civilian employee
of the newly created Army Air
Force and mechanic for its
airplanes. In this fascinating letter,
Wright describes in detail the
final test flight of the first military
aircraft—Airplane “No. 1”—which
he built. The flight, from Fort Myer
to Alexandria and back, convinced
many doubters that man could, in
fact, fly, convinced the military
that aviation must be in their
future, and led to the purchase of
that airplane by the U.S. Army.
The letter to Molineau is typed
and signed by Wright on his
personal letterhead. Dated
September 10, 1919, Wright
describes the flight of Airplane
No. 1 in detail, and refers to the
1908 flight that crashed:
“My dear Mr. Molineu:
I have your letter in regard to the
No. 1 aeroplane purchased by the
United States Government. The
flight from Fort Myer to Alexandria
was made on July 30, 1909. (The
aeroplane which I used in the flights
of September, 1908, at Fort Myer,
was destroyed in an accident on the
17th of September of that year.)
Lieutenant Benjamin D. Foulois
(now General Foulois) was the
observer on this test flight.”
Following is some background
history of interest:
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The first military airplane in
the world was built by the Wright
brothers for the Army Signal
Corps. The Army placed the idea
of military aviation in the Signal
Corps in August 1907 because
observation and reconnaissance
were the only functions for the
airplane imagined by the military
at that time. In December 1907,
the Chief Signal Officer requested
bids for a flying machine with
requirements generally thought to
be impossible. The specification
required the “Heavier-than-air
Flying Machine” to carry two
people, fly 40 miles per hour,
make a one-hour endurance flight
and be portable by Army wagons.
Flying instruction for two officers
also was required. Many in the
aeronautical community predicted
that the Army would not receive
any bids, but the Wright brothers
signed a contract on February 10,
1908, and delivered the airplane to
Fort Myer in August 1908.
Orville Wright was the pilot for
the flights required to demonstrate
performance. Less than a thousand
people witnessed the first flight at
Fort Myer, Va., on September 3,
1908, because the general public
was still skeptical about the utility
or practicality of powered flight.
The public was unimpressed––the
news story was buried on page 3
of the Washington Evening Star.
But they did not remain
unimpressed for long. Orville’s
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subsequent flights during the
next two weeks were watched by
thousands, and they began to get
longer and longer. By September 9,
Orville was breaking records
almost daily and remaining aloft
for over an hour at a time. He also
began taking passengers, flying
the aviation experts that the Army
had assembled to review the
Wright airplane. The American
public saw that “man could fly,”
and the military was now
convinced that airplanes must be
an element in their arsenals.
The flights at Fort Myer
established a number of new
world records for endurance, but
the last flight on September 17
ended in disaster. A crack in the
right propeller caused the plane
to crash, seriously injuring Orville
and killing Lt. Thomas E. Selfridge.
Delivery of the new flying machine
was postponed until the following
summer, while the Wrights
improved the design. On June 3,
1909, the Wrights returned to
Fort Myer with a new airplane to
complete the trials begun in 1908.
On July 30, Orville flew the last
test—the speed test—with Lt.
Benjamin D. Foulois as his
passenger. The Army formally
accepted Signal Corps Airplane
No. 1, the world’s first military
airplane, on August 2, 1909. The
Wright brothers fulfilled their
contract in October and early
November when Wilbur Wright
provided flying instruction for
three Army officers at College
Park, Maryland. They received
$30,000 from the Army for the
airplane.
The airplane referred to in this
letter was given to the Smithsonian
in 1911. It hangs today in the
National Air and Space Museum.

December 17, 1903, describing
his first flight at Kitty Hawk. The
comparison between the two
flights is striking: the first flight
reached 31 miles per hour and
was in the air for 57 seconds.

NEW
ACQUISITIONS

The letter has been in private
hands and has never been
published. It is a perfect
counterpart to one of the
Library’s treasures, Orville
Wright’s telegram to his father,
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Junior Fellows
Program Receives
Generous Gift from
Glanville Family
Foundation
36
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F

ounding Madison Council member Nancy
Glanville Jewell, through the Glanville Family
Foundation, has made a $700,000 gift to support the
Library’s highly popular and acclaimed Junior Fellows
Program. This important benefaction will allow the
Library to expand opportunities for outstanding
undergraduate and graduate students to gain
valuable insights into the environment, culture and
collections of the Library of Congress.
During a 10-week paid internship, the Junior
Fellows are exposed to a broad spectrum of library
work, including collection processing, preservation,
educational outreach, reference, access standards,
information management and digital initiatives.
Their projects are designed to increase access to the

Library’s collections and raise awareness of the
Library’s digital-preservation programs among
members of Congress and researchers including
scholars, students, teachers, and the general public.
In the past, Junior Fellows have in the course of their
work identified hundreds of historical, literary, artistic,
cinematic and musical gems representing the Library’s
rich cultural, creative, and intellectual assets.
This past summer, 38 exceptional candidates
hailing from 20 states, the District of Columbia and
the African country of Chad were selected for this
career-defining experience that only the world’s
largest library can provide.
This year, fellows worked under the guidance of
professional Library of Congress staff in 17 divisions

including Manuscripts, Geography and Maps, Prints
and Photographs, and Motion Picture Broadcasting
and Recorded Sound.
On July 27, 2016, Junior Fellows gathered in the
Thomas Jefferson Building to showcase the culmination
of their hard work. The display included rare Spanish
colonial legal documents; results in a paper-aging
study; photos and recordings from the Leonard
Bernstein collection; a naturalization guide for
Yiddish-speaking immigrants (inscribed to President
Wilson); recordings of Chilean poet Pablo Neruda
reading his own work; and many more historical
treasures.
Anastasia Tucker, a junior fellow and student at
the University of Washington, worked with the
Domestic Social Policy Division of the Congressional
Research Service to develop a report about federal
programs and policies addressing behavioral health
issues in the American Indian and Alaska native
population. Following review, the report will be made
available to Congress and congressional staffers.
“This experience has been of tremendous value to
me,” said Tucker, who upon graduation hopes to work at
a public or academic library. “I’ve gained experience in
reading and interpreting policy, cultivating an analytical
tone in writing and new researching techniques. I
learned more about several federal agencies and have
a better understanding of congressional proceedings.”
Beyond providing enrichment and professional
development to the next generation of great library
sciences and research professionals, a special goal of
the program this year was to foster a community of
learners who in turn will help improve public
awareness and access to Library resources for fellow
researchers, scholars and public audiences alike.
Funding for the Junior Fellows Program also is
provided by the Knowledge Navigators Trust Fund
that was established with a lead gift from H. F.
(Gerry) Lenfest, former chairman of the James
Madison Council. Additional funding was provided by
the Madison Council. The Junior Fellows Program
was originally made possible through the generosity
of the late Mrs. Jefferson Patterson.
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Lovelace Gift
Establishes the

Alan Lomax
Fellowship in Folklife Studies
FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE
LOVELACE FAMILY TRUST
IN HONOR OF
JAMES H. BILLINGTON

Top: Jon and Lillian Lovelace, 2007. Above: Alan Lomax, 1980s
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Above: Guitarist, Mississippi, 1959. Below: Alan Lomax, Columbia Lecture Bureau publicity ﬂyer, 1940.

I

n 2004, through a generous benefaction from
Madison Council members Jon and Lillian Lovelace,
the Library of Congress acquired the collection of
influential folklorist, ethnomusicologist, writer and
producer Alan Lomax. This $2.5 million gift allowed
the Library’s American Folklife Center to consolidate
material that Lomax and his father, John, collected
during the 1930s and 1940s and establish the Alan
Lomax Fellowship in Folklife Studies in its John W.
Kluge Center.
This year, the Lovelace Family has provided
generous support to continue the critical scholarly
research of the Alan Lomax collection by funding the
Jon B. Lovelace Fellowship and underwriting the next
five fellows in residence for up to eight months each.
In past years, the Fellowship has provided an
opportunity for concentrated use of materials from
the Lomax collection and other collections of the
Library of Congress, through full-time residency at
the Library to four distinguished fellows. Fellows
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have conducted important research using the Lomax
collection to increase our understanding and for the
benefit of future scholars. Fellows have also raised
awareness of this cultural treasure for the enjoyment
of contemporary audiences. From 2011-2015, fellows
have studied Lomax’s field trips to Spain from 19521953; the phenomenon of music collecting; Louisiana
Cajun and Creole music roots and song traditions;

Flamenco singer, Spain, 1952
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and the African roots of the banjo and fiddle and the
musical history of Appalachia and the Upper South.
The new benefaction will provide future Lovelace
fellows the opportunity to undertake research
projects in disciplines of anthropology,
ethnomusicology, ethnography, ethno-history, dance,
folklore and folklife history, literature, linguistics,
and movement analysis, with a particular emphasis
on the traditional music, dance and narrative of the
United States, England, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Spain
and the Caribbean, as well as methodologies for the
documentation and analysis.
The Library of Congress holds approximately 100
Lomax family collections consisting of 700 linear feet
of manuscripts, 10,000 sound recordings, 6,000
graphic images and 6,000 moving images. From the
initial acquisition to 2011, Library of Congress staff
processed and catalogued the 250,000 pages created
by Alan Lomax during the 1940s and 1950s. The
highest standards of archival preservation and
conservation are used to honor the intellectual
property rights of the performers and to provide
consistent and timely access of the collection to the
public. Collection materials include field notes, logs
and indexes related to these unparalleled collections
as well as Lomax’s correspondence and his academic
and creative writing projects.
Items of note in the acquisition include a 1942 field
notebook Lomax made during his famed trip with a
Fisk University team to the Mississippi Delta that
contains his interview of 29-year-old Muddy Waters.
Other highlights include Lomax’s CBS radio scripts,
voluminous correspondence with scholars such as
Carl Sagan (whose collection the Library of Congress
holds) and George Herzog and his drafts for the
unpublished Big Ballad Book.
Material collected by Lomax continues to inspire
creativity. In 1938, nine hours of music and speech of
the pioneering jazz pianist Jelly Roll Morton were
recorded by Alan Lomax in the Library of Congress
Coolidge Auditorium. Rounder Records released
these recordings in their entirety in 2005. A year later,
“Jelly Roll Morton: The Complete Library of Congress
Recordings by Alan Lomax” won a Grammy for best
historical album. From Lomax’s visit to Haiti in 1936,
came recordings that were used to produce a 10-CD

Olive harvesting, Italy, 1955

box set entitled “Alan Lomax in Haiti,” which
received two Grammy nominations in 2011.
A variety of patrons utilize the Lomax collection
every day, including scholars, print and broadcast
media professionals and citizens from communities
where materials originated access the collection,
both inside the Thomas Jefferson Building and
online. Like the Lomax Fellows, these patrons add
tremendous value by increasing our understanding of

the collection for the benefit of future generations.
In response to this high demand, the Library has
digitized all of the Lomax manuscripts and made
them freely available online at
LOC.gov/Collections/Alan-Lomax-Manuscripts/
About-This -Collection/.
Note: Jon Lovelace (1927-2011) was a founding
member of the James Madison Council.
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NEW MADISON COUNCIL MEMBERS

H

Holly Bock
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olly Bock founded Our World Water Foundation
to bring safe drinking water to rural areas as
well as water relief in a disaster. Holly also sells real
estate in Dallas and internationally with Briggs
Freeman Sotheby’s. She represents real estate
developers throughout the community. Holly is a
native Dallasite and received her degree from
Southern Methodist University, Cox School of
Business, concentrating in finance and real estate.
She now proudly serves on the Executive Board. She
has two beautiful children, Fallon and Lance.
Holly’s real estate awards include MultimillionDollar Producer and Rookie of the Year, Southwest
Region. She is involved in many charitable
organizations including Cattle Baron’s Ball, which
benefits the American Cancer Society. She was active
for many years with the Cattle Baron’s Ball and
served on its advisory committee. She is a member
of the Dallas Museum of Art and was the
underwriting co-chair for Art Ball 2014. Holly is also
a founding member of the Dallas Museum of Art,
Junior Associates.
Holly currently serves on the following Boards:
SMU Cox School of Business, Family Place, Dallas
Zoo, and Texas Israel Chamber of Commerce. She is
member of the World Affairs Council, National
Association of Professional Women, Phi Mu
Fraternity and was 2015 co-chair of “Sweethearts for
Sweenie” benefiting Camp Sweenie, a juvenile
diabetes camp for children, in recognition of her
goddaughter’s illness. Holly is a member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, Texas Jane
Douglas chapter. She is also a member of New
Friends, New Life Host Committees and the Park
Cities Historic and Preservation Society of Dallas.

M

Mitchell and Tim Gold

itchell Gold is co-founder and chairman of
internationally renowned home furnishings
brand Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams, which includes
more than 30 signature stores featuring exclusively
the company’s furniture, as well as a hospitality
division and e-commerce website. The company’s
collection includes U.S.-made, eco-friendly upholstered
pieces as well as tables, storage, lighting, rugs, art,
accessories and draperies.
Originally from Trenton, New Jersey, Mitchell
graduated from Long Island University in 1974 and
started his career in New York with Bloomingdale’s.
In 1989, he and business partner Bob Williams
founded their company in rural Taylorsville, North
Carolina, with an investment of $60,000. Today, the
enterprise is a $250 million business, with 1 million
square-feet of modern manufacturing space—still
located in rural North Carolina. At company
headquarters, the partners established a not-for-profit,
education-based daycare center (first in the residential
furniture industry) and a health-conscious gourmet
café run by a professional chef. The company is
known for a corporate culture that respects diversity,
supports education, provides daycare and has been
environmentally responsible since its inception.
The company is a sustaining member of the
Sustainable Furnishings Council, where Mitchell
serves on the Board. It also has received a 100 percent
rating from the Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate
Equality Index each year since the Index’s inception.
It has also received major support and recognition for
its commitment to early childhood education: In 2011,
North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue was guest
speaker at the Daycare Graduation ceremony. In 2016,
the state’s Attorney General Roy Cooper was guest
speaker. Mitchell considers the education-based, notfor-profit daycare one of his highest achievements
and hopes it serves as a model to encourage other
companies to provide this life-enhancing benefit.
In addition to its popularity with consumers, the
furniture is a favorite of interior designers, set
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designers and the design press. It was included in the
redecoration of the Obama White House, and has
appeared on movie and TV sets, including the visible
on-air glass-enclosed Green Room of CBS This
Morning. The company also created a home furnishings
collection inspired by CBS’s Emmy-winning legal
drama The Good Wife. This was the first license for a
TV series, and Mitchell and Bob developed it in
collaboration with set decorator Beth Kushnick.
Mitchell has supported an extensive range of causes
both personally and professionally. He has been
honored by nonprofits across the country, from LA’s
Project Angelfood to NYC’s Housing Works, which
honored him with a Groundbreaker’s Award in 2014.
Mitchell is the co-founder of Faith in America
(FaithInAmerica.org). Established in 2006, Faith in
America is a nonprofit organization whose ultimate
goal is to end centuries of using religious teachings
to justify marginalizing and discriminating against
others. Members of the organization are dedicated to
influencing media and faith community narratives on
religion and sexuality. Their mission is to move the
needle forward on LGBTQ equality in the pews and
in our legislation by educating the public about the
ongoing harm caused to LGBTQ persons, especially
youth, by religious-based prejudice. Their dream is to
change the hearts and minds of religious communities
on the “sinful” nature of homosexuality––and to
remove it permanently from “the sin list.”
Mitchell also has served on the Board of the
Human Rights Campaign (HRC). And in the 2004
presidential campaign, he was a North Carolina
delegate to the Democratic Convention and
fundraiser who raised more than $1 million for the
Democratic Party.
Mitchell has been widely featured in the media, from
CBS This Morning and CBS Sunday Morning to The New
York Times, Time, Wall Street Journal, Fast Company,
and Inc., which included him among “26 Entrepreneurs
We Love.” Out magazine named him to 2007’s “Top
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50 Most Powerful Gay People in America” and The
Advocate gave him a 2006 People of the Year Award.
Mitchell has co-authored three books with Bob
Williams: Let’s Get Comfortable: How to Furnish and
Decorate a Welcoming Home (Meredith Books, March
2007), The Comfortable Home (Random House,
November 2009), and a coffee-table/business book,
Who We Are (Assouline, February 2014), to mark the
company’s 25th anniversary.
Mitchell is also editor of CRISIS: 40 Stories Revealing
the Personal, Social and Religious Pain and Trauma of
Growing Up Gay in America. The book has been hand
delivered to many of our nation’s leaders in politics,
religion and education. In 2011, the book was published
in paperback under the new title Youth in Crisis:
What Everyone Should Know About Growing Up Gay.

T

im Gold is the founder of the National LGBT
Museum, a position well suited to his
background as an educator, collections specialist and
project manager for the Smithsonian’s National
Postal Museum. While at the Smithsonian, Tim
engineered Arago, the museum’s award-winning
online collections database and research center.
Tim and Mitchell share a passion for the written
word––both as avid readers and custodians of rare
books ranging from Moby Dick to Winnie the Pooh.
Their collection also includes early gay publications
and ephemera from the late gay activist Frank
Kameny. In addition to their rare book collection, the
couple also has an extensive collection of Outsider Art.
Mitchell and Tim reside in North Carolina, in their
lakeside home, Camp Hickory, with their beloved and
very talented Doberman, the “Amazing Zola” (who has
her own Instagram account, @AmazingZola). They
married in June 2010, at the Des Moines Art Museum,
in Des Moines, Iowa. Their wedding was featured in
the “Vows” column of The New York Times…and, in
what is possibly an even bigger recognition of their
same-sex marriage, in their local newspaper, The
Hickory Daily Record.

E

Eric Schneidewind

ric Schneidewind is a retired partner of Varnum
LLP law firm, currently serving as of counsel,
specializing in energy law. As a public servant, he
was chair of the Michigan Public Service Commission,
deputy director of policy and consumer protection for
the Michigan Insurance Bureau and attorney for the
Michigan State Housing Authority. His volunteer
roles include service as state president of AARP
Michigan, secretary for the Great Lakes Renewable
Energy Association and more than 20 years of
volunteering at homeless shelters. He holds a B.A.
from the University of California at Berkeley and
earned his law degree from the University of
Michigan Law School at Ann Arbor. He resides in
Lansing, Michigan.
Eric was elected by the AARP Board of Directors
to serve as AARP’s President from June 2016 to June
2018. The President’s role is filled by an AARP
volunteer who is also a member of the all-volunteer
AARP Board of Directors. The primary duty of the
President is to act as the principal national volunteer
spokesperson, helping to articulate the positions
and views of AARP to its members, volunteers and
the public.
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Michael R. Stone

M

ichael Stone is the Founder and Managing
Member of FS Investors, a family office and
diversified investment entity. He is retired Founder
and past Chairman of J.H. Whitney Investment
Management, LLC, which created and operated a
variety of Asia based investment vehicles, and he is
retired Senior Partner, Managing Partner, and
President of J.H. Whitney & Co., a diversified
manager of alternative investment assets and the
country’s first venture capital firm. He joined J.H.
Whitney & Co. in 1989 and retired in 2007. Prior to
that, he was a management consultant with Bain &
Company. Since 2008 he has served as Partner and
Senior Advisor of TPG, a private investment firm.
Mike has been an active investor and creator of
enterprises in most major sectors of the economy.
He has sponsored the startups of several money
management entities, is engaged in both commercial
and residential real estate, and has invested extensively
in basic industry, consumer and retail, financial
services, communications, technology, and healthcare.
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Mike’s investment style is long term and eclectic.
More recent investments include Bayside
Communities, which owns approximately 3,000 units
of affordable housing, Uber, a web-based
transportation business, Evolent, a hospital software
provider, Apollo Towers, a developer and operator of
wireless communications towers in Myanmar,
Crossover Health, an operator of onsite corporate
health clinics, elf Cosmetics, a beauty products
brand, and Suja Juice, an organic juice business.
Mike grew up in Connecticut and lives in San
Diego. He attended Duke University where he
graduated Phi Beta Kappa, Summa Cum Laude, and
Harvard Business School. He is married to Karen M.
Stone and has three children – Rachel (17),
Samantha (14), and Wyatt (8). He enjoys masters
swimming, golf, reading, and collecting antique maps
and atlases.
Mike serves on the Board of Visitors of the Fuqua
School of Business at Duke University, the Library
Advisory Board of Duke University, the Advisory
Board of the Rady School of Business at UCSD, and
the Bishop’s School, where he Chairs the Investment
Committee. He is on the Board of Advisors for the
Leventhal Map Center at the Boston Public Library.
He serves on the Investment Committee of Rady
Children’s Hospital. He is a member of the Big
Brothers and Big Sisters of San Diego County
President’s Circle. He is a member of the San Diego
Chapter of YPO Gold.
Mike previously has served on the boards of the
University of San Diego School of Business, the San
Diego Museum of Art, the Monarch School Project,
and the Gillispie School.
The Michael and Karen Stone Family Foundation
is active in poverty and related children’s causes
globally, and in 2013 completed the construction of a
large scale agricultural project in Kenya. The Stone
Map and Atlas Foundation created and has operated
the Map and Atlas Museum of La Jolla since 2009.

IN MEMORIAM

MARJORIE SWITOW FISHER

M

arjorie Switow Fisher, who combined
the salty wit of an irreverent
comedienne with the panache and style of a
bygone era, passed away in her sleep at her
home in Palm Beach on Sunday, June 12,
2016. She was 92 years old.
Marjorie and her husband Max, who
predeceased her in 2005, were founding
members of the James Madison Council.
They supported the Library’s bicentennial
celebration, acquisitions for the Geography
and Map Division, exhibitions in the Thomas
Jefferson Building and scholarly Library
programs focused on key foreign affairs issues.
A voracious reader, she favored a mixture
of gossip sheets and the financial press,
which she studied diligently in her later
years. When her family pointed out to her
that the gossip sheets usually had it wrong,
her response was always the same: “It doesn’t matter. It makes for good dinner conversation.
The worst thing you can do is be boring.” As for the financial press, she was determined to
become a knowledgeable investor after Max died.
Max M. Fisher, to whom Marjorie was married for 52 years, was one of the prominent
industrialists and philanthropists of his day. He was known as a careful investor and left a
fortune that was split between family bequests and a family foundation. Max and Marjorie
divided their time between Detroit and Palm Beach; in both communities, they were social
luminaries who crossed religious and ethnic boundaries.
They were also great philanthropists. After Max’s death in 2005, Marjorie assumed the
role of Founding Chair of the newly established Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation.
For nearly six years she led quietly while her five children crafted the organization’s
mission and initial grant partnerships. During Marjorie’s tenure as Chair, the Fisher
Foundation committed more than giving and governance among family foundations.
All four generations of the women in Marjorie’s family were awarded the 2013 Changing
the Face of Philanthropy Award by the Women’s Funding Network. Also in 2013, the family
received the Outstanding Foundation of the Year Award for the Greater Detroit Region. In
2014, Marjorie was honored with the inaugural Founder’s Award by the Community
Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin counties.
C o N T i N u e D o N PA g e 4 8
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Marjorie’s personal giving always started with questions that were fundamental and
practical. What do they feel they need? Are these children being educated properly? Do they
have nutritious food and adequate medical care? Do they live in safe neighborhoods? Where
do they go after school? From this line of questioning came initiatives that have impacted
tens of thousands of children.
The Marjorie S. Fisher Tooth Fairy Mobile Unit continues to provide dental care to
underprivileged children, which they otherwise never would have received. In West Palm
Beach and Riviera Beach, new Boys and Girls Clubs have been built—one known as The
Marjorie and the other as The Max. Inspired by Marjorie’s leadership, in Detroit the Fisher
family has committed funds to blight removal and has adopted one of the more beleaguered
neighborhoods, providing both physical facilities and an array of social services. Continuing
a commitment started by Max toward the end of his life, Marjorie has in recent years given
leadership gifts both to the operating fund and the endowment of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra.
“All giving starts with your heart… and then you use your head,” has served as her
philanthropic credo.
Marjorie Switow Fisher was born in Louisville, Kentucky, November 5, 1923. Her family
was in the theater business, which might explain her affinity for entertaining others, which
she did with style and elegance in her homes in Detroit and Palm Beach.
Early in her life she showed a flair for fashion, designing clothes as a young woman
during the 1940s. She majored in art and graduated at the top of her class from Marjorie
Webster Junior College. From time to time, she would announce this proudly and then flash
her trademark sense of humor: “But there were only three students in the entire class.”
Just 29 years of age and with two young children from her first marriage, she moved from
Louisville to Detroit in 1953 to marry a man 16 years her senior. A southern belle in the
industrial heartland, she dressed better and entertained better than the established matrons
in the community. She combined these gifts with wit and a down-to-earth common sense that
won her friends from across the community.
Throughout her life, Marjorie moved comfortably within all social circles, equally at home
with presidents and those who served them. This explains why she was so effective at
connecting with and helping others. “You are here for a reason––to help other people,” she
frequently said. “Everything in life is based on love and what you can do to help others. The
rest is just cream—sometimes sour cream—but it’s all cream.”
She is survived by her children: Mary Fisher, Phillip Fisher and his spouse Lauren
Fisher; Julie Fisher Cummings and her spouse Peter Cummings; Marjorie Fisher Furman
and her spouse Roy Furman; Jane Sherman and her spouse Larry Sherman; as well as 37
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Used with permission from the Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation.
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