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examiner of the primary examiner grade or higher, having the
requisite ability, to serve as examiner in chief for periods not exceeding six months each, and any examiner so designated shall be qualified
to act as a member of the board of appeals. Not more than one
primary examiner shall be among the members of the board of appeals
hearing an appeal."
Approved March 4, 1950.
[CHAPTER 52]
March 10. 1950
[8. 2364]
[Public Law 453]

Fort Logan, Colo.
National Cemetery.

Appropriation authorizod.

AN ACT
To provide for the utilization as a national cemetery of surplus Army Department-owned military real property at Fort Logan, Colorado.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That when the
Secretary of the Army determines that there is need for an additional
cemetery or cemeteries for the burial of members of the armed forces
of the United States dying in the service or former members whose
last discharge therefrom was honorable and certain other persons as
provided for by law, he is authorized to utilize such of the federally
owned lands under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Army
at Fort Logan, Colorado, as are not needed for military purposes
for the establishment thereon of a national cemetery.
SEO. 2. Upon the selection by the Secretary of the Army of any
lands, as provided in section 1 hereof, he is authorized and directed
to establish thereon a national cemetery and to provide for the care
and maintenance of such cemetery. No national cemetery established
pursuant to this Act shall have an area in excess of one hundred and
sixty acres.
SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Army is authorized to prescribe such
regulations as he may deem necessary for the administration of this
Act.
SEC. 4. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as may
be necessary to carry into effect the purposes of this Act.
Approved March 10, 1950.
[CHAPTER 53]

March 10, 1950

AN ACT

[8. 2436
[Public Law 4541

To amend the Act entitled "An Act to authorize the construction, protection,
operation, and maintenance of public airports in the Territory of Alaska".

AUbia.irp

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 10 of
the Act entitled "An Act to authorize the construction, protection,
operation, and maintenance of public airports in the Territory of
Alaska", approved May 28, 1948 (Public Law 562, Eightieth Con-

648U.t8 C

i 485 note.

,

gSup.
ress), is amended by striking out the figures "$13,000,000" and insert-

ing in lieu thereof the figures "$17,000,000".
Approved March 10, 1950.

[CHAPTER 54]
March 10, 1950
[H. R. 4406]
[Public Law 455]

International Clams
Settlement Act of 1949.

AN ACT
To provide for the settlement of certain claims of the Government of the United
States on its own behalf and on behalf of American nationals against foreign
governments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may
be cited as the "International Claims Settlement Act of 1949".

84 STAT.]

81ST CONG., 2D SESS.-CH. 54-MAR. 10, 1950

SEC. 2. For the purposes of this Act(a) The term "person" shall include an individual, partnership,
corporation, or the Government of the United States.
(b) The term "United States" when used in a geographical sense
shall include the United States, its Territories and insular possessions,
and the Canal Zone.
(c) The term "nationals of the United States" includes (1) persons who are citizens of the United States, and (2) persons who,
though not citizens of the United States, owe permanent allegiance
to the United States. It does not include aliens.
(d) The term "Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948" means the
agreement between the Governments of the United States of America
and of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia regarding pecuniary claims of the United States and its nationals, signed July 19,
1948.
SEC. 3. (a) There is hereby established in the Department of State
a commission to be known as the International Claims Commission
of the United States (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")
and to be composed of three persons, to be appointed by the President
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. One of such members shall be designated by the President as the Chairman of the
Commission and each shall receive compensation at the rate of $15,000
per annum. Two members of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business. Any vacancy that may occur
in the membership of the Commission shall be filled in the same
manner as in the case of an original appointment: Provided, That in
the event of the death, resignation, absence, or disability of a member,
the President may designate an acting member from among persons
in the judicial or in the executive branch of the Government (including employees of the Commission), who possess the qualifications prescribed by this subsection, to temporarily perform without additional
compensation the duties of the member until a successor is appointed
or the absence or disability of the member shall cease.
(b) The principal office of the Commission shall be in the District
of Columbia. The Secretary of State, in accordance with the provisions of the civil-service laws and the Classification Act of 1923, as
amended, upon the recommendation of the Commission, may appoint
and fix the compensation of an executive director, and of officers,
attorneys, investigators, and other employees.
(c) The Commission may prescribe such rules and regulations as
may be necessary to enable it to carry out its functions, and may
delegate functions to any member, officer, or employee of the Commission. The President may fix a termination date for the authority
of the Commission, and the terms of office of its members under this
Act. Any member of the Commission may be removed by the Secretary of State, upon notice and hearing, for neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office, but for no other cause. Not later than six months
after its organization, and every six months thereafter, the Commission shall make a report, through the Secretary of State, to the
Congress concerning its operations under this Act. The Commission
shall, upon completion of its work, certify in duplicate to the Secretary of State and to the Secretary of the Treasury the following:
(1) A list of all claims disallowed; (2) a list of all claims allowed, in
whole or in part, together with the amount of each claim and the
amount awarded thereon; and (3) a copy of the decision rendered in
each case.
SEC. 4. (a) The Commission shall have jurisdiction to receive,
examine, adjudicate, and render final decisions with respect to claims
of the Government of the United States and of nationals of the United
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States included within the terms of the Yugoslav Claims Agreement
of 1948, or included within the terms of any claims agreement hereafter concluded between the Government of the United States and a
foreign government (exclusive of governments against which the
United States declared the existence of a state of war during World
War II) similarly providing for the settlement and discharge of
claims of the Government of the United States and of nationals of
the United States against a foreign government, arising out of the
nationalization or other taking of property, by the agreement of the
Government of the United States to accept from that government a
sum in en bloc settlement thereof. In the decision of claims under this
Act, the Commission shall apply the following in the following order:
(1) The provisions of the applicable claims agreement as provided in
this subsection; and (2) the applicable principles of international law,
justice, and equity.
(b) The Commission shall give public notice of the time when,
and the limit of time within which, claims may be filed, which notice
shall be published in the Federal Register. In addition, the Commission is authorized and directed to mail a similar notice to the lastknown address of each person appearing in the records of the Department of State as having indicated an intention of filing a claim with
respect to a matter concerning which the Commission has jurisdiction
under this Act. All decisions shall be upon such evidence and written
legal contentions as may be presented within such period as may be
prescribed therefor by the Commission, and upon the results of any
independent investigation of cases which the Commission may deem
it advisable to make. Each decision by the Commission pursuant to
this Act shall be by majority vote, and shall state the reason for such
decision, and shall constitute a full and final disposition of the case in
which the decision is rendered.
(c) Any member of the Commission, or any employee of the Commission, designated in writing by the Chairman of the Commission,
may administer oaths and examine witnesses. Any member of the
Commission may require by subpena the attendance and testimony
of witnesses, and the production of all necessary books, papers, documents, records. correspondence, and other evidence, from any place in
the United States at any designated place of inquiry or of hearing.
The Commission is authorized to contract for the reporting of
inquiries or of hearings. Witnesses summoned before the Commission shall be paid the same fees and mileage that are paid witnesses
in the courts of the United States. In case of disobedience to a
subpena, the aid of any district court of the United States, as constituted by chapter 5 of title 28, United States Code (28 U. S. C. 81
and the following), and the United States court of any Territory or
other place subject to the jurisdiction of the United States may be
invoked in requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses and
the production of such books, papers, documents, records, correspondence, and other evidence. Any such court within the jurisdiction of
which the inquiry or hearing is carried on may, in case of contumacy
or refusal to obey a subpena issued to any person, issue an order
requiring such person to appear or to give evidence touching the
matter in question; and any failure to obey such order of the court
may be punished by such court as a contempt thereof.
(d) The Commission may order testimony to be taken by deposition
in any inquiry or hearing pending before it at any stage of such
proceeding or hearing. Such depositions may be taken, under such
regulations as the Commission may prescribe, before any person
designated by the Commission and having power to administer oaths.
Any person may be compelled to appear and depose, and to produce
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books, papers, documents, records, correspondence, and other evidence
in the same way as witnesses may be compelled to appear and testify
and produce documentary evidence before the Commission, as hereinabove provided. If a witness whose testimony may be desired to be
taken by deposition be in a foreign country, the deposition may be
taken, provided the laws of the foreign country so permit, by a consular officer, or by an officer or employee of the Commission, or other
person commissioned by the Commission, or under letters rogatory
issued by the Commission. Witnesses whose depositions are taken
as authorized in this subsection, and the persons taking the same, shall
severally be entitled to the same fees as are paid for like services in
the courts of the United States.
(e) In addition to the penalties provided in title 18, United States
Code, section 1001, any person guilty of any act, as provided therein,
with respect to any matter under this Act, shall forfeit all rights
under this Act, and, if payment shall have been made or granted,
the Commission shall take such action as may be necessary to recover
the same.
(f) In connection with any claim decided by the Commission pursuant to this Act in which an award is made, the Commission may,
upon the written request of the claimant or any attorney heretofore
or hereafter employed by such claimant, determine and apportion the
just and reasonable attorney's fees for services rendered with respect
to such claim, but the total amount of the fees so determined in any
case shall not exceed 10 per centum of the total amount paid pursuant
to the award. Written evidence that the claimant and any such
attorney have agreed to the amount of the attorney's fees shall be
conclusive upon the Commission: Provided, however, That the total
amount of the fees so agreed upon does not exceed 10 per centum of
the total amount paid pursuant to the award. Any fee so determined
shall be entered as a part of such award, and payment thereof shall
be made by the Secretary of the Treasury by deducting the amount
thereof from the total amount paid pursuant to the award. Any
agreement to the contrary shall be unlawful and void. The Commission is authorized and directed to mail to each claimant in proceedings before the Commission notice of the provisions of this subsection. Whoever, in the United States or elsewhere, pays or offers
to pay, or promises to pay, or receives on account of services rendered
or to be rendered in connection with any such claim, compensation
which, when added to any amount previously paid on account of such
services, will exceed the amount of fees so determined by the Commission, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than twelve
months, or both, and if any such payment shall have been made or
granted, the Commission shall take such action as may be necessary
to recover the same, and, in addition thereto, any such person shall
forfeit all rights under this Act.
(g) The Attorney General shall assign such officers and employees
of the Department of Justice as may be necessary to represent the
United States as to any claims of the Government of the United States
with respect to which the Commission has jurisdiction under this
Act. Any and all payments required to be made by the Secretary
of the Treasury under this Act pursuant to any award made by the
Commission to the Government of the United States shall be covered
into the Treasury to the credit of miscellaneous receipts.
(h) The Commission shall notify all claimants of the approval or
denial of their claims, stating the reasons and grounds therefor, and,
if approved, shall notify such claimants of the amount for which
such claims are approved. Any claimant whose claim is denied, or
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is approved for less than the full amount of such claim, shall be
entitled, under such regulations as the Commission may prescribe, to
a hearing before the Commission, or its duly authorized representatives, with respect to such claim. Upon such hearing, the Commission
may affirm, modify, or revise its former action with respect to such
claim, including a denial or reduction in the amount theretofore
allowed with respect to such claim. The action of the Commission
in allowing or denying any claim under this Act shall be final and
conclusive on all questions of law and fact and not subject to review
by the Secretary of State or any other official, department, agency, or
establishment of the United States or by any court by mandamus or
otherwise.
(i) The Commission may in its discretion enter an award with
Award for specific
respect to one or more items deemed to have been clearly established in
item.
an individual claim while deferring consideration and action on other
items of the same claim.
(j) The Commission shall comply with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act of 1946 except as otherwise specifically pro0Stat. 237.
5 U. S. C. §§ 1001Act.
thist-,bhis At
001 vided by
1
I in,
1011; Sup.
5. The Commission shall, as soon as possible, and in the order
SEC.
copies of
erttified
of the making of such awards, certify to the Secretary of the Treasury
awards.
and to the Secretary of State copies of the awards made in favor of
the Government of the United States or of nationals of the United
States under this Act. The Commission shall certify to the Secretary
of State, upon his request, copies of the formal submissions of claims
filed pursuant to subsection (b) of section 4 of this Act for transmission
to the foreign government concerned.
SEC. 6. The Commission shall complete its affairs in connection with
Completion date.
settlement of United States-Yugoslav claims arising under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948 not later than four years following
62Stat. 2133.
the effective date of this Act: Provided, That nothing in this provision
shall be construed to limit the life of the Commission, or its authority
to act on future agreements which may be effected under the provisions
of this legislation.
Sic. 7. (a) Subject to the limitations hereinafter provided, the
aymont of awardls.
Secretary of thelTreasury is authorized and directed to pay, as prescribed by section 8 of this Act, an amount not exceeding the principal
of each award, plls accrued interest on such awards as bear interest,
certified pursuant to section 5 of this Act, in accordance with the
award. Such payments, and applications for such payments, shall
be made in accordance with such regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury may prescribe.
(b) There shall be deducted from the amount of each payment
Deduction or U. .
made pursuant to subsection (c) of section 8, as reimbursement for
the expenses incurred by the United States, an amount equal to 3 per
centum of such payment. All amounts so deducted shall be covered
into the Treasury to the credit of miscellaneous receipts.
(c) Payments made pursuant to this Act shall be made only to the
person or persons on behalf of whom the award is made, except that(1) if such person is deceased or is under a legal disability,
death, termination of
payment shall be made to his legal representative: Provided,
partnership, etc.
That if the total award is not over $500 and there is no qualified
executor or administrator, payment may be made to the person
or persons found by the Comptroller General of the United States
to be entitled thereto. without the necessity of compliance with
the requirements of law with respect to the administration of
estates;
(2) in the case of a partnership or corporation, the existence
of which has been terminated and on behalf of which an award
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is made, payment shall be made, except as provided in paragraphs (3) and (4), to the person or persons found by the
Comptroller General of the United States to be entitled thereto;
(3) if a receiver or trustee for any such partnership or corporation has been duly appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction in the United States and has not been discharged prior
to the date of payment, payment shall be made to such receiver
or trustee in accordance with the order of the court;
(4) if a receiver or trustee for any such partnership or corporation, duly appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction in
the United States, makes an assignment of the claim, or any part
thereof, with respect to which an award is made, or makes an
assignment of such award, or any part thereof, payment shall be
made to the assignee, as his interest may appear; and
(5) in the case of any assignment of an award, or any part
thereof, which is made in writing and duly acknowledged and
filed, after such award is certified to the Secretary of the Treasury,
payment may, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury,
be made to the assignee, as his interest may appear.
(d) Whenever the Secretary of the Treasury, or the Comptroller
General of the United States, as the case may be, shall find that any
person is entitled to any such payment, after such payment shall have
been received by such person, it shall be an absolute bar to recovery
by any other person against the United States, its officers, agents, or
employees with respect to such payment.
(e) Any person who makes application for any such payment shall
be held to have consented to all the provisions of this Act.
(f) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as the assumption of
any liability by the United States for the payment or satisfaction,
in whole or in part, of any claim on behalf of any national of the
United States against any foreign government.
SEC. 8. (a) There are hereby created in the Treasury of the United
States (1) a special fund to be known as the Yugoslav Claims Fund;
and (2) such other special funds as may, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, be required, each to be a claims fund to be
known by the name of the foreign government which has entered into
a settlement agreement with the Government of the United States as
described in subsection (a) of section 4 of this Act. There shall be
covered into the Treasury to the credit of the proper special fund all
funds hereinafter specified. All payments authorized under section 7
of this Act shall be disbursed from the proper fund, as the case may
be, and all amounts covered into the Treasury to the credit of the
aforesaid funds are hereby permanently appropriated for the making
of the payments authorized by section 7 of this Act.
(b) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed to
cover into(1) the Yugoslav Claims Fund the sum of $17,000,000 being
the amount paid by the Government of the Federal People's
Republic of Yugoslavia pursuant to the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948;
(2) a special fund created for that purpose pursuant to subsection (a) of this section any amounts hereafter paid, in United
States dollars, by a foreign government which has entered into
a claims settlement agreement with the Government of the United
States as described in subsection (a) of section 4 of this Act.
(c) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed
out of the sums covered into any of the funds pursuant to subsection
(b) of this section, and after making the deduction provided for in
section 7 (b) of this Act9
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section 5 of this Act;
(3) to make additional payment of not to exceed 25 per centum
of the unpaid principal of awards in the principal amount of
more than $1,000;
(4) after completing the payments prescribed by paragraphs
(2) and (3) of this subsection, to make payments, from time to
time in ratable proportions, on account of the unpaid principal of
all awards in the principal amount of more than $1,000, according
to the proportions which the unpaid principal of such awards bear
to the total amount in the fund available for distribution at the
time such payments are made; and
(5) after payment has been made of the principal amounts of
all such awards, to make pro rata payments on account of accrued
interest on such awards as bear interest.
(d) The Secretary of the Treasury, upon the concurrence of the
Secretary of State, is authorized and directed, out of the sum covered
into the Yugoslav Claims Fund pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section, after completing the payments of such funds pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, to make payment of the balance of any
sum remaining in such fund to the Government of the Federal People's
Republic of Yugoslavia to the extent required under article 1 (c) of
the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948. The Secretary of State shall
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the total cost of adjudication,
not borne by the claimants, attributable to the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948. Such certification shall be final and conclusive and shall
not be subject to review by any other official, or department, agency, or
establishment of the United States.
SEC. 9. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as may
be necessary to enable the Commission to carry out its functions under
this Act.
Approved March 10, 1950.
[CHAPTER 55]

March 10, 1950
S. 2541]
[Public Law 466]

Veterans Administration.
Department of
Medicine and Surgery.
Training of employees.

59 Stat. 679.
38U.S.C. § 1m (a).

AN ACT
To amend the Act entitled "An Act to establish a Department of Medicine and
Surgery in the Veterans' Administration", approved January 3, 1946, as
amended, to extend the period for which employees may be detailed for
training and research, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section
13 (b) (1) of the Act of January 3, 1946, as amended (59 Stat. 678;
38 U. S. C. 151), is amended to read as follows:
"(b) (1) The Administrator is authorized to place in schools of the
Army, Navy, and Public Health Service, and in civil institutions of
learning, with the consent of the authorities concerned, full-time professional, technical, and medical administrative employees of outstanding ability employed in the Department of Medicine and Surgery,
other than temporary employees appointed under section 14 (a) of
this Act, on duty for a period not to exceed two hundred and eighty
days in a year, for the purpose of increasing their professional
knowledge or technical training in fields of medical education, research
and related sciences and occupations or their proficiency in medical
administrative techniques and which will materially contribute to
the medical care and treatment of veterans and the more effective

