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July 17,1914.
[H. R. 14926.1
[Public, No. 141.

SEss. II.

CHS. 155,156,186.

1914.

CHAP. 155.-An Act For the retirement of H. R. Drake.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesof the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the
promoted mastbeg- United States is hereby authorized to promote H. R. Drake, formerly
ealectrician, and ra sergeant in Troop A, Fifth Regiment United States Cavalry, to
master signal electrician, and to place him on the retired list of the
Army with full pay and allowance of said rank.
Approved, July 17, 1914.
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CAP. 156.-An Act To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Miaissippi River at or near the city of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

[Public, No. 142.1
BougeBridge
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Baton Rouge
Bridge and Terminal Company, a corporation organized under the
laws of the State of Louisiana, its successors and assigns, be, and are
hereby, authorized to construct, maintain, and operate a bridge and
approaches thereto across the Mississippi River at or near the city of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at a point suitable to the interests of navigation, i accordance with the provisions of an Act entitled "An .ct
to regulate the construction of bridges over navigable waters,"
approved March twenty-third, nineteen hundred and six: Provided,
htever, That reasonable rates of toll may be charged and received
and no rate for passage of a single passenger on a railroad train shall
exceed 25 cents.
SEC. 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.
Approved, July 17, 1914.
CHAP. 186.-An Act To increase the efficiency of the aviation service of the
Army, and for other purposes.

[Public, No. 143.]

Avia

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesof the United
sstion of States of America n Congress assembled, That there shall hereafter be,
crc.te
and there is hereby created, an aviation section, which shall be a
part of the Signal Corps of the Army, and which shall be, and is
hereby, charged with the duty of operating or supervising the operation of all military air craft, including balloons and aeroplanes, all

X
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Ofcers and enlisted
provided.

AdditiSonal

treg- and two hundred and sixty aviation enlisted men of all grades; and
said aviation officers and aviation enlisted men, all of whom shall

Details from line ofTour of

appliances pertaining to said craft, and signaling apparatus of any
kind when installed on said craft; also with the duty of training
officers and enlisted men in matters pertaining to military aviation
SEC. 2. That, in addition to such officers and enlisted men as shall
be assigned from the Signal Corps at large to executive, administrative, scientific, or other duty in or for the aviation section, there shall
be in said section aviation officers not to exceed sixty in number

ervi
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be engaged on duties pertaining to said aviation section, shall be
additional to the officers and enlisted men now allotted by law to the
Signal Corps, the commissioned and enlisted strengths of which are
hereby increased accordingly.
The aviation officers provided for in this section shall, except as
hereinafter prescribed specifically to the contrary, be selected from
among officers holding commissions in the line of the Army with

rank below that of captain, and shall be detailed to serve as such

aviation officers for periods of four years, unless sooner relieved, and

the provisions of section twenty-seven of the Act of Congress approved
February second, nineteen hundred and one (Thirty-first Statutes,
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page seven hundred and fifty-five) are hereby extended so as to apply
to said aviation officers and to the vacancies created in the line of the

Redetalofproficient

Army by the detail of said officers therefrom, but nothing in said Act

or in any other law now in force shall be held to prevent the detail or
redetail at any time to fill a vacancy among the aviation officers
authorized by this Act, of any officer holding a commission in the
line of the Army with rank below that of captain, and who, during
prior service as an aviation officer in the aviation section, shall have
become especially proficient in military aviation.

Aviation students.

There shall also be constantly attached to the aviation section a
sufficient number of aviation students to make, with the aviation officers actually detailed in said section under the provisions of this Act,
a total number of sixty aviation officers and aviation students constantly under assignment to, or detail in, said section. Said aviation

s

year, to determine their fitness or unfitness for detail as aviation officers in said section, and their detachment from their respective arms

by detacbhment.

students, all of whom shall be selected on the recommendation of the
chief signal officer from among unmarried lieutenants of the line of
the Army not over thirty years of age, shall remain attached to the
aviation section for a sufficient time, but in no case to exceed one
of service which under assignment to said section shall not be held to
create in said arms vacancies that may be filled by promotions or

selection, tour of
lCe etc.

er v
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original appointments: Provided, That no person, except in time of Deos notcomp.-

war, shall be assigned or detailed against his will to duty as an avia- BOy

t

tion student or an aviation officer: Provided further, That whenever, uomacrneDcselnt,etc

under such regulations as the Secretary of War shall prescribe and
publish to the Army, an officer assigned or detailed to duty of any
kind in or with the aviation section shall have been found to be inattentive to his duties, inefficient, or incapacitated from any cause
whatever for the full and efficient discharge of all duties that might
properly be imposed upon him if he should be continued on duty in
or with said section, said officer shall be returned forthwith to the
branch of the service in which he shall hold a commission.
t l
SEC. 3. That the aviation officers hereinbefore provided for shall raAed
n
officers
be rated in two classes, to wit, as junior military aviators and as mili- Junior militaryavi

tary aviators. Within sixty days after this Act shall take effect the Qtauacations
of
Secretary of War may, upon the recommendation of the Chief Signal rresent o1 lCrs or.
Officer rate as junior military aviators any officers with rank below
that of captain, who are now on aviation duty and who have, or shall
have before the date of rating so authorized, shown by practical tests,
including aerial flights, that they are especially well qualified for military aviation service; and after said rating shall have been made the Sequent ratings.
rating of junior military aviator shall not be conferred upon any person except as hereinafter provided.
Each aviation student authorized by this Act shall, while on duty Aviation students.
c
pa y
that requires him to participate regularly and frequently in aerial
'
flights, receive an increase of 25 per centum in the pay of his grade
and length of service under his line commission. Each duly quali- tors.
ita ^
fled junior military aviator shall, while so serving, have the rank, nreaed grade and
pay, and allowances of one grade higher than that held by him under
his line commission, provided that his rank under said commission be
not higher than that of first lieutenant, and, while on duty, requiring
him to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights, he shall
receive in addition an increase of 50 per centum in the pay of his Mitary aviators
grade and length of service under his line commission. The rating of Rating limited.
military aviator shall not be hereafter conferred upon or held by any
person except as hereinafter provided, and the number of officers Increased gradeand
with that rating shall at no time exceed fifteen. Each military avia- pa ytor who shall hereafter have duly qualified as such under the provisions of this Act shall, while so serving, have the rank, pay, and
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allowances of one grade higher than that held by him under his line
commission, provided that his rank under said commission be not
higher than that of first lieutenant, and, while on duty requiring him
to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights, he shall receive
in addition an increase of 75 per centum of the pay of his grade and
length of service under his line commission.
meroteniotea
The aviation enlisted men hereinbefore provided for shall consist
of twelve master signal electricians, twelve first-class sergeants,
twenty-four sergeants, seventy-eight corporals, eight cooks, eightyRa2,aviauon two first-class privates, and forty-four privates.
Not to exceed
forty of said enlisted men shall at any one time have the rating of
aviation mechanician, which rating is hereby established, and said
rating shall not be conferred upon any person except as hereinafter
nstruction i
rtof provided: Provided, That twelve enlisted men at a time shall, in the
flyin.
discretion of the officer in command of the aviation section, be
instructed in the art of flying, and no enlisted man shall be assigned
to duty as an aerial flyer against his will except in time of war.
Increase opay.

alfitn
cats required.

KxaEmlsim.

ssue

of certifcatm.

Service as aviation

Each aviation enlisted man, while on duty that requires. him to

participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights, or while holding
the rating of aviation mechanician, shall receive an increase of fifty
per centum in his pay: Provided farther, That, except as hereinafter
provided in the cases of officers now on aviation duty, no person
shall be detailed as an aviation officer, or rated as a junior military
aviator, or as a military aviator, or as an aviation mechanician,
until there shall have been issued to him a certificate to the effect
that he is qualified for the detail or rating, or for both the detail and
the rating, sought or proposed in his case, and no such certificate
shall be issued to any person until an aviation examining board,
which shall be composed of three officers of experience in the aviation
service and two medical officers, shall have examined him, under
general regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of War and
published to the Army by the War Department, and shall have
reported him to be qualified for the detail or rating, or for both the
detail and the rating, sought or proposed in his case: Providedfurther,
That the Secretary of War shall cause appropriate certificates of
qualification to be issued by the Adjutant General of the Army to all
officers and enlisted men who shall have been found and reported
by aviation examining boards in accordance with the terms of this

Act, to be qualified for the details and ratings for which said officers

and enlisted men shall have been examined: Provided further, That
except as hereinbefore provided in the cases of officers who are now
on aviation duty and who shal be rated as junior military aviators
as hereinbefore authorized, no person shall be detailed for service
as an aviation officer in the aviation section until he shall have
mitary avatrs. served creditably as an aviation student for a period to be fixed by
Rating require- the Secretary of War; and no person shall receive the rating of
m
an.
military aviator until he shall have served creditably for at least
ayments in case of three years as an aviation officer with the rating of junior military
dethromaocaldt.
aviator: Provided further, That there shall be paid to the widow
of any officer or enlisted man who shall die as the result of an aviation
udentpriortodeta.

accident, not the result of his own misconduct, or to any other person

designated by him i writing, an amount equal to one year's pay
at the rate to which such officer or enlisted man was entitled at the
owanor
sdeath
time of the accident resulting in his death, but any payment made
vice.
in accordance with the terms of this proviso on account of the death
vol 35, pp. 0, 73. of any officer or enlisted man shall be in lieu of and a bar to any payment under the Acts of Congress approved May eleventh, nineteen
hundred and eight, and March third, nineteen hundred and nine
(Thirty-fifth Statutes, pages one hundred and eight and seven hundred
and fifty-five), on account of death of said officer or enlisted man.
Approved, July 18, 1914.

