PUBLIC ACTS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS
OF THE

UNITED

STATES,

Passed at the second Session, which was begun and held at the City of
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the 2d day
of December, 1850, and ended Monday, the 3d day of March, 1851.
MILLARD FILLMORE, President; WILLIAM R. KING, President of the

Senate; HOWELL COBB, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

CaAP. II. - An Act to grant the Right of Preemption to certain Purchasers and
Settlers on the " Maison Rouge Grant," in the Event of the final .djudication
of the Title in Favor of the United States.

Jan. 27, 1851.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Certain purUnited States of America in Congress assembled, That in the event of chasers
under
the
Maison
a final adjudication by the court in favor of the United States, on the Rouge
Grant
" Maison Rouge Grant," under the act of Congress, approved seven- authorized, in

teenth June, eighteen hundred and forty-four, entitled " An Act to pro- case the title
the United
vide for the adjustment of land claims within the States of Missouri, of
States is conArkansas, and Louisiana, and in those parts of the States of Missis- firmed, to enter
sippi and Alabama south of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, and ha
dby them.
between the Mississippi and Perdido Rivers," every person, his heirs, 1844, ch. 9.
or legal representatives, who, prior to the first March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, purchased land in good faith, and for a valuable
consideration, from Daniel W. Coxe, or other persons holding titles derived under the said Maison Rouge Grant, on the Ouachita River, in
the State of Louisiana, and who has improved and cultivated the land
so purchased, or any part of it, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized
to enter, with the register of the land office for the district in which
said land may be, as nearly as practicable by legal subdivisions, the
whole or any portion of the tract or tracts so purchased, to include the
residence and improvement, upon paying to the United States the minimum price of public lands.
SEC. 2.

And be it further enacted, That in the event of such

final adjudication, it shall be the duty of the register of the proper
district to publish a notice of the fact in some newspaper circulating
in the vicinity of the land, with a declaration of the readiness of the
land office to receive preemption applications under this act, and
thereupon every person claiming a right of preemption under this act
shall be allowed twelve months within which to enter and pay for the
land so claimed, from and after the date of the first public advertisement, and in conformity with such instructions as may be given by
the commissioner of the general land office: Provided, That notice,
specifying the particular tracts so claimed, shall be given within three
months after such first advertisement, to the register, of the intention
of the claimant to make such purchase of the United States, and that
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no sale or entry shall be permitted to land within the limits of the aforesaid Maison Rouge claim until the expiration of the aforesaid three
months, and the lands embraced in the aforesaid notices or preemption
applications shall not be liable to sale to other persons as public lands,
unless, after the expiration of the aforesaid term of twelve months, it
shall be found that no preemption under this act shall have been established to the same.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the residence and improvements of two or more persons entitled to preemption as aforesaid
shall be found on any one of the smallest legal subdivisions of the
public lands, the same may be entered jointly by the parties in order
that they may secure and divide the same, according to their several
rights, and in default of one or more of the parties taking the proper
steps within the time prescribed, to secure the benefit of this act, it
shall be lawful for any one of the parties of this class to make the entry
of the whole of such legal subdivision for his sole benefit.
APPROVED, January 27, 1851.

Feb. 14, 1851.

of
CHAP. VI. - Jn Act to authorize the Exchange of a Lot on the military Site
Fort Hamilton,for an equal Quantity of Ground adjoining said Site.

Exchange of
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
part of site of United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary
fort Hamilton,
of War be, and he is hereby, authorized, under the direction of the
New York.
President of the United States, to cause to be exchanged a lot of
ground, being part of the site of Fort Hamilton, New York, for an
equal quantity of ground lying nearer to said fort, and being more
valuable for military purposes.
APPROVED, February 14, 1851.

Feb. 14, 1851.
1852, ch. 85.
1853, ch. 94.
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of Oregon
CHAP. VII.--.n Act to settle and adjust the Expenses of the People Indians,
in
in defending themselves from the Attacks and Hostilities of Cayuse
the Years eighteen hundred and forty-seven and eighteen hundred and fortyeight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America .in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to settle the
actual and necessary expenses incurred by the provisional government
of Oregon in defending the people of said Territory from the attacks
and hostilities of the Cayuse Indians, in the years eighteen hundred and
forty-seven and eighteen hundred and forty-eight, upon the presentation
by the governor of said Territory to the said Secretary of the Treasury of a full, accurate, and detailed statement of the actual and necessary expenses of said defence and hostilities, accompanied by proper
vouchers and satisfactory proof of the correctness thereof, authenticated in conformity with the usages of the department, and [that] the sum
of one hundred thousand dollars be, and is hereby, appropriated out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry the
provisions of this act into effect.
APPROVED, February 14, 1851.

Feb. 14, 1851.

CHAP. VIII. - An Act to create additionalCollection Districts in the Territory of
Oregon, and for other Purposes.

Three collecBe it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
tion districts es- United States of America in Congress assembled, That in the Territory
tablished.
a port of entry
Ports of entry. of Oregon there shall be three collection districts, with

