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of Oregon and and Minnesota shall report to Congress annually a detailed statement
Minnesota to re- of the expenditure of money appropriated by Congress for the use or
the amountof benefit of said Territories, which is expended under the order or sumoney expend- pervision of the governor and assembly.
ed.
APPROVED, July 18, 1850.

July 18, 1850.

CHAP. XXIV. -An Act authorizing the Legislative assemblies of Minnesota and
Oregon Territories to prolong their next Annual Session to a Periodof ninety
Days.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Legislative as- United States of America in Congress assembled, That the legislative
se.blies of Minnqieta and Ore- assemblies of Minnesota and Oregon Territories be, and they are
gon authorized hereby, authorized to prolong their next annual session to a period of
to prolong their ninety days, any thing contained in any former act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding.
APPROVED, July 18, 1850.

July 18,1850.

CHAP. XXV.--An

Act to grant the Franking Privilege to Mrs. Margaret S.
Taylor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Franking priv- United States of America in Congress assembled, That the franking
ergs grgnartedt privilege heretofore accorded to the widows of the deceased Presidents
Smith Taylor, be, and the same is hereby, granted to Mrs. Margaret Smith Taylor,
relict of Zachary relict of Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States.
Tay.
APPROVED, July 18, 1850.

July 29, 1850.

CHAP. XXVII. -An

Act to provide for recording the Conveyances of Vessets,
andfor other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Notbill of sale, United States of America in Congress assembled, That no bill of sale,

&c., to be valid

except as against mortgage, hypothecation, or conveyance of any vessel, or part of any
grantors, &c., vessel, of the United States, shall be valid against any person other
unless eicorded than the grantor or mortgagor, his heirs and devisees, and persons

the collector of having actual notice thereof; unless such bill of sale, mortgage, hycustoms where pothecation, or conveyance be recorded in the office of the collector of
the vessel is reg- t
istered or e- he customs where such vessel is registered or enrolled: Provided,
rolled.
That the lien by bottomry on any vessel created during her voyage,
lierovsbots to by a loan of money or materials, necessary to repair or enable such
vessel to prosecute a voyage, shall not lose its priority, or be in any
ry.
way affected by the provisions of this act.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the collectors of the cusCollectors of
the
customs toms shall record all such bills of sale, mortgages, hypothecations, or
shall record all
bills of sale, &c., conveyances, and, also, all certificates for discharging and cancelling
and shall receive any such conveyances, in a book or books to be kept for that purpose,
therefor a fee of in the order of their reception; noting in said book or books, and
y cen
also on the bill of sale, mortgage, hypothecation, or conveyance, the
time when the same was received, and shall certify on the bill of sale,
mortgage, hypothecation, or conveyance, or certificate of discharge or
cancellation, the number of the book and page where recorded; and
shall receive, for so recording such instrument of conveyance, or certificate of discharge, fifty cents.
An index of
SEC. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That the collectors of the cusrecords, &c., to toms shall keep an index of such records, inserting alphabetically the
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names of the vendor or mortgagor, and of the vendee or mortgagee,
and shall permit said index and books of records to be inspected during office hours, under such reasonable regulations as they may establish, and shall, when required, furnish to any person a certificate,
setting forth the names of the owners of any vessel registered or enrolled, the parts or proportions owned by each, (if inserted in the register or enrollment,) and also the'material facts of any existing bill of
sale, mortgage, hypothecation, or other incumbrance upon such vessel,
recorded since the issuing of the last register or enrollment, viz., the
date, amount of such incumbrance, and from and to whom or in whose
favor made, the collector shall receive for each such certificate one
dollar.
SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the collectors of the cus-
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be made out for
the convenience

cerned and the
collectors to reolarfefeof fune
nishing each eer
tiffcate of facts
from said index

Collectors

to

toms shall furnish certified copies of such records on the receipt of furnish certlite
fifty cents for each bill of sale, mortgage, or other conveyance.
copies.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the owner, or agent of the

owner of any vessel of the United States, applying to a collector of the
customs for a register or enrollment of a vessel, shall, in addition to
the oath now prescribed by law, set forth, in the oath of ownership, the
part or proportion of such vessel belonging to each owner, and the
same shall be inserted in the register of enrollment; and that all bills
of sale of vessels registered or enrolled shall set forth the part of the

In addition to

the oath now taship or part
ownership to be
swoerto ind' in
register.
Bills of sale to

vessel owned by each person selling, and the part conveyed to each owned and sold.

person purchasing.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the twelfth clause or section

Amendment or

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person, not being an

Wilfully

of the act entitled " An Act in addition to the several acts regulating the act of 1840,
48
the shipment and discharge of seamen, and the duties of consuls,"
.
approved July twentieth, eighteen hundred and forty, be so amended,
as that all complaints in writing to the consuls or commercial agents as Compiamts for
therein provided, that a vessel is unseaworthy, shall be signed by the unseaworthifirst, or the second and third officers, and a majority of the crew, before the consul or commercial agent shall be authorized to notice such
complaint, or proceed to appoint inspectors as therein provided.

de-

owner, who shall, on the high seas, wilfully, with intent to burn or de- stroying a vessel
stroy, set fire to any ship or other vessel, or otherwise attempt the de- ing,
orotherstruction of such ship or other vessel, being the property of any citizen wise, a penal ofor citizens of the United States, or procure the same to be done, with fence.

the intent aforesaid, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall suffer
imprisonment to hard labor, for a term not exceeding ten years, nor
less than three years, according to the aggravation of the offence.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force
To be in force
from and after the first day of October next ensuing.
from and after
O
APPROVED, July 29, 1850.
Oct. st,18 0.

CHAP. XXVIII.- .n Act to amend an Act entitled " An Actfor the better Organization of the District Court of the United States within the State of Louisiana,'
approved the third of March, eighteen hundred andforty-nine.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

July29, 18.50.
1849, ch. 114.

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled
"An Act for the better organization of the District Court of the United
States within the State of Louisiana," approved third of March, eigh- 1849, ch. 114.
teen hundred and forty-nine, be so amended that it shall be the duty of
the judge of the western district of said State to hold a term of the held at St. Jo
court at St. Joseph's, in the parish of Tensas, on the first Monday in seph's.
December, in each year, for the parishes of Carroll, Madison, Tensas, th l e udge a
and Concordia, and to appoint a clerk of the court' for that place; and pointacler, &c.
VoL,. IX. PuB.--56

