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STATUTE I.

CHAP. LXXXVI.--Jn act making further provision for the .rmy of the United May 16,1812.
Slates.
l
[Obso ete.]
House of Representatives of the United
and
Be it enacted by the Senate

Act of March

States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 3, A15, ch. 7S.
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to ap- Paymasters to
point so many district paymasters as, in his judgment, the service may be appointed by
e r es
require; and if such paymasters are taken from the line of the army,
they shall respectively receive thirty dollars per month, in addition to Their compen.
their pay in the line: Provided, the same shall in no case exceed the sation.
pay and emoluments of a major; and if not taken from the line, they
shall receive the same pay and emoluments as a major of infantry.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United

Paymasters to

States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to appoint a paymaster to each regiment on the peace establishment, who shall receive
the same pay and emoluments as a captain of the regiment to which he
belongs: Provided, that all district and regimental paymasters shall be
subject to the rules and articles of war, and give such bonds to the
United States as the Secretary for the departmentof War may direct, for
the faithful performance of their duties. And it shall be the duty of the
commanding officer, when requested by the paymaster, to furnish a
capable non-commissioned officer or soldier to aid him in the discharge
of his duty, who, while so employed, shall receive double pay.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
States be, and he hereby is authorized to appoint, from the captains and
subalterns of the line of the army, so many sub-inspectors as the service
may require, not exceeding one to each brigade; and such sub-inspectors
shall each receive twenty-four dollars per month in addition to his pay
in the line.

each regiment
lishmentnlaybe
appointed.
Proviso.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That each brigade major, pro-

Compensation

Sub.inspectors
fm athe subca
ternsoftheline.

vided by law, shall be allowed twenty-four dollars per month, in addi- of brigade mation to his pay in the line.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the general, commanding

the army of the United States, shall be allowed a secretary, to be taken
from the line of the army, who shall receive twenty-four dollars per
month in addition to his pay in the line, and shall be allowed forage for
two horses.
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That in addition to the noncommissioned officers and privates allowed to the regiment of light
artillery, each company shall be entitled to twelve drivers of artillery,
who shall be enlisted for five years, unless sooner discharged,and receive
the same pay, rations and clothing, as the privates of the army: Provided, such drivers of artillery shall, at all times, be liable to do duty in
the ranks when the company shall not be mounted.
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That so much of the "act

for

Commanding

general allowed
a secretary
be
fromto the
taken
lineofthearmy.
Drivers to the
artillery allow.
ed.
Proviso.
Corporealpun-

ihment bydne
establishing rules and articles for the government of the armies of the
United States," as authorizes the infliction of corporeal punishment, by away.
stripes or lashes, be, and the same hereby is repealed.
APPROVED, May 16, 1812.

Act of Aprilc
STATUTE I.

CHAP. LXXXVII.-An Act to incorporate a Bank in the town of alexandria, by
the name and style of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria.

May 16, 1812.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Corporation
States of America in Congress assembled, That the subscribers to the established.

Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, their successors and assigns, shall be
and they are hereby created and made a body politic, by the name and
style of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, and by that name and style
shall be and are hereby made able and capable in law, to have, purchase,
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receive, possess, enjoy and retain to them and their successors, lands,
rents, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, of what kind, nature
or quality soever, and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose
of, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered,
defend and be defended in courts of record or any other place whatsoever, subject nevertheless to the rules, regulations, restrictions, limitations and provisions, herein after prescribed and declared.
Capital.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said
corporation may consist of five hundred thousand dollars, divided into
shares of ten dollars each, and shall be paid in manner following, that is
to say: One dollar on each share at the time of subscribing, one dollar
on each share at sixty days, and one dollar on each share ninety days
after the time of subscribing; the remainder to be called for as the
Proviso.
president and directors may deem proper: Provided, they do not call
for any payment in less than thirty days, nor for more than one dollar
on each share at any one time.
Commissioners
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the subscription for filling
sfuBreteivong
up said stock, shall be opened at the courthouse in the town of Alexandria on the first Monday in June next, under the direction of fifteen
commissioners, and that John Longden, William Veitch, James C.
Deneale, Daniel M'Leod, John Cohagen, James M'Guire, Adam Lynn,
Mark Butts, Joseph Dean, James Sanderson, John Young, Isaac Entwistle, Robert Young, Peter Saunders and John Gird, are hereby appointed commissioners for that purpose, which subscriptions shall be
kept open for one day at least and such further time as said commissioners may direct; but in case the amount of the subscriptions shall
exceed the number of shares herein before allowed to be subscribed, the
excess thus created shall be reduced within the number of shares authorized to be subscribed as aforesaid in the manner following, to wit, that
is to say: From the subscriptions highest in amount the commissioners
shall subtract a share or shares, until the same be made equal to the
subscription or subscriptions next highest in amount, and until the
number of shares shall be reduced to the amount authorized to be subProviso.
scribed as aforesaid: Provided always, that it be hereby expressly understood that all the subscriptions and shares obtained in consequence
thereof, shall be deemed and held to be for the sole and exclusive use
and benefit of the persons, copartnerships or bodies politic subscribing
or in whose behalf the subscriptions respectively shall be declared to be
made at the time of making the same, and all bargains, contracts, promises, agreements and engagements in any wise contravening this provision, shall be void, and the persons, copartnerships or bodies politic
respectively, so subscribing, or for whose use the subscriptions are
declared to be made as aforesaid, shall have, enjoy and receive the share
or shares respectively, in consequence thereof obtained, and all the interests and emoluments thence arising, as freely, fully and absolutely as
if they had severally and respectively paid the consideration therefor,
any such bargains, contracts, promises, agreements, or engagements to
the contrary thereof to the contrary notwithstanding.
Real estate,
what may be
bak. by the

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the lands, tenements and

hereditaments which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold,
shall be only such as shall be requisite for its immediate accommodation,
in relation to the convenient transaction of its business, and such as
shall have been conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously contracted in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales on judgments
which shall have been obtained for such debts; nor shall this corporation
directly or indirectly deal in or trade in any thing except bills of exchange,
gold or silver bullions, or in the sale of goods which shall be the produce
of its land or of goods sold by virtue of an execution on a judgment
obtained by them.
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the well ordering the Directors to be
affairs of the said corporation, there shall be fifteen directors, eight of appointed.
which directors at least shall be practical mechanics, and not less than
ten of said directors shall be resident in the town of Alexandria, of
whom there shall be an election on the first Monday after the subscription shall be closed, and on the second Monday of March, in each year
thereafter, by the stockholders or proprietors of the capital stock of the
said corporation, and by a plurality of votes actually given: Provided Proviso
however, that the eight mechanics shall first be declared elected, although
they should not have the greatest number of votes; and those who shall
be duly chosen at any election, shall be capable of serving as directors
by virtue of such choice until the end or expiration of the second Monday in March next ensuing the time of such election, and until others
shall be chosen. And the said directors, at their first meeting after each
election, shall choose one of their number as president; no person, a
director of another bank, or the partner in trade of a director of another
Proviso.
bank, shall be a director in this bank: Provided, that in case it should
at any time happen, that an election of directors should not be made
upon any day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made,
the corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved; but
it shall be lawful on any other day within thirty days thereafter, to hold
and make an election of directors in such manner as shall have been
regulated by the laws and ordinances of said corporation.
Directors to
SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by the stock- have
ment nobutemoluwhat
holders at a general meeting; but the directors shall make such compen- is given by
sation to the president for his extraordinary services and attendance at stockholders.
the bank as shall appear to them reasonable.
Board of diSEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors by a
majority of votes shall make by-laws, determine the manner of doing rectorB may
business, and the rules and forms to be pursued, and dispose of thelaws.
money and credit of the bank in such manner as shall seem to them
best calculated to promote the interest of the stockholders.
Majority of
SEC. S. And be it further enacted, That a majority of the whole numwhole
number
ber of directors shall be necessary in the choice of a president, cashier, of
directors
neand other officers of the bank; but four members, with the president, cessary to a
may constitute a board for transacting the ordinary business of the bank. choice of presiSEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That neither the president, nor deLnt, t&c.
f
any director shall be entitled to receive, on accommodation paper, dis- discounts to the
counts or loans, exceeding in the whole, five thousand dollars, renewable, directors.
however, from time to time, at the discretion of the president and
directors.
President and
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors
directors
for the time being, shall have power to appoint such officers and servants appoint
me.the may
under them as may be necessary for executing the business of the said cessary officers.
corporation, and to allow them such compensation for their services,
respectively, as shall seem reasonable; and shall be capable of exercising
such other powers and authorities, for the well governing and ordering
of the affairs of the said corporation, as shall be described, fixed and
determined by the laws, regulations and ordinances of the same.
SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer, or Punishmentof
other person, holding any share or capital of the said bank stock, who ae.drc.fors'
shall commit any fraud or embezzlement, touching the money or pro- frauds.
perty of said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted in the name of the
United States, by indictment for the same, in any court of law for the
district or county wherein the offence shall be committed; and upon
conviction thereof, shall, besides the remedy that may be had by action,
in the name of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, for the fraud aforesaid, forfeit to the company all his share and stock in the said bank.
3Q2
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SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That every stockholder, being
a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to vote at all elections
to be holden by the stockholders, in pursuance of this act, and shall
have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he may hold, as follows:
for one share, one vote; three shares, two votes; five shares, three votes;
above five shares, and not exceeding fifty, for each five shares above five
shares, one vote; and upwards of fifty shares, for each ten shares, one
vote. No share or shares shall confer a right of suffrage which shall
not have been regularly transferred on the books of the corporation two
months previous to the election; and it shall be the duty of the cashier
to make out a list of the stockholders, thirty days previous to an election,
for their inspection. And, in choice of directors, every stockholder shall
vote in person, except those who shall reside out of the town of Alexandria, who may vote either in person or by a written ballot, by him or her
subscribed with his or her name, and duly acknowledged before a judge
of a court, a justice of peace, or a notary public, a certificate whereof
shall be made on said ballot by the said judge, justice of the peace, or
notary public, before whom such acknowledgment shall be made; and
said ballot shall be by him sealed up, and in his handwriting addressed
to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted to said cashier, before
the time of the election of directors, said ballot shall be received and
counted in the choice of directors. And every stockholder may sell and
transfer his stock in the said bank, or any part thereof, at his pleasure,
not being less than one complete share or shares; the transfer being
made in the bank books, in the presence, and with the approbation of
the proprietor or his lawful attorney.
SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That no stockholder or member

of said corporation shall be answerable for any losses, deficiencies, or
failure of the capital stock of the said bank, for any more, or larger sum
or sums of money whatsoever, than the amount of stock, stocks, or shares,
which shall appear by the books of said corporation, to belong to him at
the time or times when such loss or losses shall be sustained, except as
is hereafter excepted, that is to say: If the total amount of debts which

with respect to said company shall at any time owe, whether by bond, note, bill or other

directors

Absent directors may exonerate them-

Stockholders
eventually
liableproperty

President or
directormustbe
a citizen.

contract, shall exceed twice the amount of the capital stock of the said
bank, over and above the monies actually deposited in the bank for safe
keeping; then, in case of such excess, the directors under whose administration it shall happen, shall be liable for such excess in their natural
and private capacities; and an action or actions of debt may be brought
against them, or any of their heirs, executors or administrators, in any
court of record within the United States, by any creditor or creditors of
said corporation; and may be prosecuted to judgment and execution, any
condition, or covenant or agreement, to the contrary notwithstanding;
but this shall not be construed to exempt the said body politic, or lands,
tenements, goods, and chattels of the same from being also liable for,
and chargeable with said excess: Provided,that such of the said directors
who may have been absent when said excess was contracted or created,
or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby the same
was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate themselves
from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of their
absence or dissent, to the stockholders, at a general meeting which he
or they shall have power to call for that purpose. And in case the
directors, by whose act such excess shall be occasioned, shall not have
to pay the amount of such excess, then each and every stockholder shall be liable in their private capacities, for their deficiencies,
in proportion to their respective shares in the said bank.
SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That none but a stockholder,
being a citizen of the United States, shall be eligible as a president or
director.
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SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors
for the time being, shall give four weeks' public notice in the newspapers
of Alexandria, and in one or more newspapers in the city of Washington,
of the time and place of holding the election of directors, annually.
SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That the president, and each
director, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall take the
do solemnly
following oath or affirmation (as the case may be): 1
swear, (or affirm,) that I will impartially, faithfully, diligently and
of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexhonestly, execute the duties of
andria, conformably to the constitution of the same, and the trust
reposed in me, to the best of my skill and judgment: and the president
shall give bond and security for the faithful discharge of his duties, to the
satisfaction of the directors; the cashier, other officers and servants,
shall also take an oath, and give bond and security to the satisfaction
of the president and directors.
SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That all bills, bonds, notes, and
every other contract or engagement on behalf of the corporation, shall
be signed by the president and countersigned by the cashier; and the

739
Notice to be
given of ele c t
oath ofpresident and airecto

President to
give bond.
Cashier and
others to take
bond.
President and
cashier to sign
notes.

funds of the corporation shall in no case be liable for any contract or

engagement, unless the same shall be signed and countersigned as aforesaid; and the president and directors shall not issue any note for a

Smallestnotes

lars.
smaller sum than five dollars.(a)
officers ofthe
SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That if the president, or any
director, the cashier, or any other officer of the said bank, shall be con- bank not to pur.

cerned directly or indirectly, in purchasing any note or notes, bill or cmore han lawbills, at more than lawful discount or interest, and information thereof ful discount.
be given and supported to the satisfaction of a majority of the board of
directors, his or their seat or seats of office shall be vacated, and the
directors shall fill up such vacancy or vacancies.
SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That in case of the death, dis- supply ofvaqualification or resignation of the president or any director, or any officer cancies.
or servant of the said corporation, the board of directors shall, at their
next meeting, fill such vacancy; and in case of sickness or necessary
absence of the president, his place may be supplied by a director, to be
appointed president pro tempore, by the president, and on his failing to

make such appointment, by the directors.
SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for

Not lawful to

the president and directors to demand or receive a greater discount or receive more

interest, than at the rate of one per cent. for sixty days, upon any loans cent. for sixty
days.
or advances of money which they may make.
SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital

Shares trans-

stock shall be transferable at any time, according to such rules as may ferable, &c.
be established by the president and directors; but no stock shall be
transferred, the holder thereof being indebted to the bank, until such
debt be satisfied, except the president and directors shall otherwise
order it.
Forty stock.
SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That a number of stockholders
not less than forty, who, together, shall be proprietors of twenty thousand holders may call
shares or upwards, shall have power at any time to call a general meet- neg
ing of the stockholders, for purposes relative to the constitution, giving
at least six weeks' notice in one or more newspapers in the town of Six weeks'noAlexandria and city of Washington, specifying in such notice the object tice to be given.
or objects of such meeting.
SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That on application being made,
(a) The 17th section of the act incorporating the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, passed May 16, 181
providing that 1"all bills, bonds, and notes, and every other contract or engagement on behalf of the

corporation, shall be signed by the president, and countersigned by the cashier, and the funds of the corporation shall in no case be liable for any contract or engagement, unless the same shall be signed as
aforesaid," does not apply to contracts and undertakings implied at law. Mechanicts' Bank of Alexandria v. The Bank of Columbia, 5 Wheat. 326; 4 Cond. Rep. 666.
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May loan to the president and directors may loan to the United States any sum or
the U. States. sums, not exceeding one fourth of their capital, on such terms as may
be agreed upon.
Notes negotia.
SEC. 24. And be it further enacted, That whenever any note shall
ble at bank as. be given, containing express consent in writing that it may be negotiaiilatedtobil
ble at the said bank, and the same shall be endorsed, if payment be
exchange.
refused or neglected to be made at the time it shall have become due,
the like proceedings are to be had out of court, and suit may be prosecuted against the drawer and endorser, jointly or separately, in like
manner as if the same was a bill of exchange.
Forging or
SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons
counterfeiting
shall forge or counterfeit any of the notes or checks on or of the said
notes felony.
bank, or pay or tender in payment, or in any manner pass or offer to
pass such forged or counterfeited note or check, knowing the same to
be forged or counterfeited, and shall thereof be convicted in any court
of the United States having criminal jurisdiction, he, she or they, shall
be adjudged a felon or felons.
Stockholders
SEC. 26. And be it further enacted, That if any stockholder shall
failing to pay.
fail to pay up the several instalments upon his subscription, as the same
may become due, his dividends upon such instalments as he may have
paid shall cease as to him and remain to the use and benefit of the other
members of the corporation.
Dividends to
SEC. 27. And be it further enacted, That the president and direcbeideclared.
tors shall, as soon as they may deem it expedient, declare a dividend of
profits, and every half year thereafter shall make and declare such
Not to impair dividends of profit as they may deem proper: Provided, such dividend
capital stock,
shall not impair the capital stock; but no dividend shall be declared
except by a majority of all the directors.
SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the TreaSecretary of
the Treasury to sury of the United States shall be furnished, at least once in every year,
have certain
and oftener if he shall require it, with statements of the capital stock of
poers.
the said corporation, and of the debts due to the same, of the monies
deposited therein, of the notes in circulation and of the cash in hand;
and shall have a right to inspect such general accounts in the books of
said bank as shall relate to said statements: Provided, that this shall
not be construed to imply a right of inspecting the accounts of any
private individual or individuals with the bank.
Corporation to
SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That this corporation shall concontinue till 1st tinue until the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand
Januarybe
eight
''
hundred and twenty-two; but nevertheless the proprietors of two
but may be1
sooner disthirds of the capital stock of said company may by their concurrent votes
solved.
at a general meeting to be called for that purpose, dissolve the same at
an earlier period: Provided, that notice of such meeting and its object
shall be published in two or more newspapers printed within the district
of Columbia, for at least three months successively, previous to the time
appointed for such meeting.
On dissolution
SEC. 30. And be it further enacted, That on the dissolution of this
of the corpora- corporation, or whenever the same shall be determined on as aforesaid,
ticns thobe
effectual
and
president and
by the
the president
be taken
taken by
shall immediately
immediately be
measures shall
effectual measures
cerns to be
closed, &c.
directors then in office, for closing all the concerns of the corporation,
and for dividing the capital and profits which may remain among the
stockholders in proportion to their respective interests; and so much of
this act as will enable them to close the concerns of the corporation and
so much as imposes a punishment or penalty for crimes, or for malfeasance, in this act described, shall remain and be in full force until all
No discount the affairs of the corporation are finally settled; but no discount shall be
allowed
after
made by the said corporation after the first day of January, in the year
the 1st January,
1822.
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two.
SEC. 31. And he it further enacted, That this act shall take effect
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from and after the passing thereof, and shall to all intents and pprposes
be a public act.

741
A public act.

APPRovED, May 16, 1812.
STATUTE I.

CaAP. LXXXVIII.-- n Act to authorize the President of the United States to
ascertainand designate certainboundaries.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesof the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the surveyor general,
under the direction of the President of the United States, be, and he is
hereby authorized and required, (as soon as the consent of the Indians
can be obtained,) to cause to be surveyed, marked and designated, so
much of the western and northern boundaries of the state of Ohio,
which have not already been ascertained, as divides said state from the
territories of Indiana and Michigan, agreeably to the boundaries as
established by the act, entituled "An act to enable the people of the
eastern division of the territory northwest of the river Ohio to form a
constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states, and for other
purposes," passed April thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and two;
and to cause to be made a plat or plan of so much of the boundary line
as runs from the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan to Lake Erie, particularly noting the place where the said line intersects the margin of said
lake, and to return the same when made to Congress: Provided, that
the whole expense of surveying and marking the said boundary lines
shall not exceed five dollars for every mile that shall be actually surveyed
and marked, which shall be paid out of the monies appropriated for
defraying the expense of surveying the public lands.

May 20, 1812.
President to
aeyuoeghenerto designate the
western and
northern
darites of bounOhio,
&c.
Act of April
30, 1802, ch. 40.

A plat to be
made of the
boundary which
runs southeas.
terly of Lake
Expense limited, &c.

APPROVED, May 20, 1812.
STATUTE I.

CHAP. XC.-=An Act to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinois territory, and

May 20, 1812.

for other purposes.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That upon the admission of
the Illinois territory into the second grade of territorial government, in
conformity with the provisions of the act, entituled "An act for dividing
Indiana into two separate governments," each and every free white male
person who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and who
shall have paid a county or territorial tax, and who shall have resided
one year in said territory previous to any general election, and be at the
time of any such election, a resident thereof, shall be entitled to vote for
members of the legislative council and house of representatives for the
said territory.
SEc. 2. And he it further enacted, That so soon as the governor of
the said territory shall divide the same into five districts, the citizens
thereof, entitled by this act to vote for representatives to the general

1809, ch. 13,
vol. ii. 514.
oPersons alfor members of
the legislative
council
repre*
house ofand
sentatives.

Time of elect.
ing members of

(a) Illinois Territory:An act for dividing the Indiana territory into two separate governments, February 3, 1809, chap. 13.
An act to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinois territory, and for other purposes, May 20, 1812,
chap. 90.
An act supplemental to an act entitled, "An act for dividing the Indiana territory into two governments,
June 10, 1812, chap. 98.
An act regulating and defining the duties of the United States judges for the territory of Illinois, March
3, 1815, chap. 97.

An act supplemental to the act entitled, "An act regulating and defining the duties of the United States
judges for the territory of Illinois, and for vesting in the courts of Indiana a jurisdiction in chancery
cases arising in the said territory, April 29, 1816, chap. 154.
An act to authorize the surveying and making a road in the territory of Illinois, April 27, 1816, chap.

131.
An act to provide for the appointment of a surveyor of the public lands, in the territories of Illinois
and Missouri, April 29, 1816, chap. 151.

