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act, and on which a decision shall be made, whether such decision be
in favour of, or against the claim; which allowance of fifty cents shall
be in full compensation for their services under this act.
APPROVED, April 14, 1812.
STATUTE I.

April 23,1812.
[Obsolete.]
Act of March
3,1815,ch.78.
A corps of artificers to be attached to the
quartermaster's
department.

Pay of superintendent of artificers, assistants, &c.

Regular returns to be made
to the Secretary
of War by the
superintendent.

Term of service of the
corps.

Appropriation
of thirty thousand dollars.

CHAP. LIX.--3n Jct for the organizationof a Corps of

-rtifieers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be attached
to the quartermaster general's department, and subject to the orders of
the officers thereof, a corps of artificers, to consist of one superintendent,
to be appointed by the President of the United States, four assistants,
two master masons, two master carpenters, two master blacksmiths, two
master boat-builders, two master armorers, two master saddle and harness makers, twenty house carpenters, five ship carpenters, twenty blacksmiths, sixteen boat-builders, sixteen armorers, twelve saddle and harness
makers and twenty-four labourers, to be selected from the privates of
the army, when authorized thereto by the commanding general, or engaged from among the citizens by the superintendent.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the superintendent
of artificers, shall be forty-five dollars per month, three rations per day,
and forage for one horse; that the pay of the four assistants, be each
thirty dollars per month and two rations per day; that the pay of the
twelve master workmen be each thirty dollars per month and one ration
and one half of a ration per day; that the pay of the other workmen be
each sixteen dollars per month, and one ration and one half of a ration
per day.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
superintendent of artificers to render a correct report, once each month,
of the corps, to the quartermaster general, and on oath to make out the
pay roll thereof; which pay roll shall be examined by the quartermaster
general, or, in his absence, by one of the deputy quartermasters, and by
him be countersigned, and faithfully and without delay to execute all
such orders as he may receive from the Secretary at War, any officer of
the quartermaster's department, or from the officer commanding in the
field or garrison to which his corps or any part thereof may be attached.
SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That this corps shall be engaged
for and during the term of three years, unless sooner discharged by the
President of the United States.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense
that may be incurred in the execution of this act, the sum of thirty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
APPROVED, April 23, 1812.

STATUTE I.

April 23, 1812.
Act of March
3,1817, ch. 99.
Patents, to be
granted to persons whose
claims have
been confirmed.

CHAP. LXII.--n Jlet toauthorize the granting of Patentsfor Land, according

to the Surveys that have been made; and to grant Donation Rights to certain
Claimants of Land in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That patents shall be granted
to the persons whose claims to land have been confirmed in the district
of Detroit, in conformity to the surveys which have been made under
the direction of the surveyor general, and the general plat of which has
been returned to the Secretary of the Treasury, notwithstanding the
surveys shall not, in every respect, correspond with the description of the
tracts as confirmed by the commissioners for adjusting land claims in
(a) See notes to the act of March 3, 1807, chap. 34.
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the said district: Provided, that the confirmation of the commissioners
and certificate of the register shall, in every other respect, be conformable to law.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person, whose claim
has been confirmed by the commissioners aforesaid to a tract of land
bordering on the river Detroit, and whose tract, as confirmed, does not
extend in depth eighty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a
donation of any vacant tract of land adjacent to and back of the land
confirmed to him as aforesaid, provided that such donation shall not
exceed forty arpens, French measure, in depth, nor in quantity of land
that contained in the tract already confirmed to him, nor shall in any
case the tract confirmed as aforesaid, and that allowed as a donation,
together exceed eighty arpens, French measure, in depth, and in all
cases where, by reason of bends in the said river, and of adjacent prior
claims, each claimant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the tract
already confirmed to him, the vacant land applicable to the object shall
be divided between the claimants in such manner as shall appear to the
commissioners for adjusting the claims most equitable. And every person claiming a donation in virtue of this section shall, on or before the
first day of December next, deliver to the register of the land-office at
Detroit, a notice, in writing, of the situation and extent of his claim,
which he shall file in his office on receiving twenty-five cents from the
party or parties for each claim; and if such person shall neglect to
deliver such notice within the time limited, his right to a donation,
under this section, shall become void. And the commissioners for
adjusting claims to land in the said district shall, as soon as may be
after the first of December next, proceed to examine and decide, according to the provisions of this section, on the claims filed as aforesaid;
and when it shall appear to the said commissioners that the claimant is
entitled to a donation of land, they shall give a certificate stating the
circumstances of the case, and that the claimant is entitled to receive a
patent for such a tract of land by virtue of this section, which tract shall
be surveyed in conformity with the decision of the commissioners, at the
expense of the party, under the direction of the surveyor general, by
such of his assistants residing in the said district as the said surveyor
general shall appoint for that purpose. The expense of surveying shall
be the same, and the plats of surveys and transcript of the decisions of
the commissioners in favour of claimants shall be made and transmitted
to the Secretary of the Treasury in the same manner; and the certificates granted by the commissioners shall be entered with the register
of the land-office, and certificates of the register be granted to the party
or parties on payment of the same fees. and patents granted, in every
respect, in the same manner as is directed by the third section of an act,
entituled "An act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan," passed the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and
seven.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the heirs of Joseph Harrison,
late of Detroit, deceased, be permitted to enter with the register of the
land-office, for the district of Detroit, their claim to any tract or tracts
of land in the said district; and such entry shall have the same effect,
and the commissioners shall have the same powers, and act thereon in
the same manner, as if the entry had been made before the first day of
January, one thousand eight hundred and nine; and in case of a decision
in favour of their claim or claims, a patent or patents shall be granted
for the lands so claimed and confirmed to them, any law to the contrary
notwithstanding.
APPROVED, April 23, 1812.

711

that
theProviso,
confirmstion shall be
conformable to
lawDonations of
vacant lands,
how regalated.

Where bends
eque
alquatity
to begranted,as
commissioners
may determ lne.

Commissioners to give a
ctcte

Act of March
3,1807, ch. 34.

Heirs of Jo-

sePy be permit

ted to make an
entry in the
the district of
Detroit.

