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Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the arms and other equipArms exempt
ments belonging to an officer, non-commissioned officer or private, be from taxation or
execution.
exempt from taxation or execution,
APPROVED, July 1, 1812.
STATUTE I.

CHAP. CXV.--.n cetto facilitate the transfer of the stock created under an act
passed on the tenth of November, one thousandeight hundred and three.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the stock created under
the act, entitled "An act authorizing the creation of a stock to the
amount of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for
the purpose of carrying into effect the convention of the thirtieth of
April, one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States
of America and the French Republic, and making provision for the
payment of the same," from and after the passing of this act shall be
transferable in the same manner as the other stocks of the United States
are or shall be transferable from the books of the treasury to the books
of any commissioner, and from the books of one commissioner to those
of another commissioner or to those of the treasury.
APPROVED, July 1, 1812.
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STATUTE I.

CHAP. CXVII.--Jn Jct conferring certain powers on the Levy Court for the
county of Washington, in the District of Columbia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the board of commissioners or levy court for the county of Washington, in the district of
Columbia, be, and hereby are empowered to erect and maintain a penitentiary, to be erected in such place as the mayor, aldermen and common council of the city of Washington shall designate.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners
or levy court for the said county be vested with full power to lay out,.
straighten and repair public roads within the said county, except within
the corporate limits of the city of Washington and Georgetown, under
the conditions herein after prescribed.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said board or levy court
be empowered to lay out and mark roads through any such part of the
said county: Provided, they shall not exceed one hundred feet in width,
and shall not pass through any building, garden or yard, without the
consent of the owner; and a reasonable compensation, if required by
the owner, shall be made for the land thus marked and laid out, which
shall be fixed in the following manner: On laying out and marking any
road, six weeks' notice thereof shall be given in some public print, published in the county. In case any owner of land, through which the
said road passes, shall require compensation therefor, he shall within two
weeks thereafter apply to the levy court, who may agree with him for
the purchase thereof; and in case of disagreement, or in case the owner
shall be a feme covert, under age, or non compos, or out of the county,
on application to any justice of the county, to be made within two weeks
after the expiration of the aforesaid two weeks, the said justice shall
issue his warrant, under his hand, to the marshal of the district of
Columbia, commissioning him to summon twelve freeholders, inhabitants of the county, not related to the said owner, nor in any manner
interested, to meet on the land to be valued at a day to be expressed in
the warrant, of which ten days' notice shall be given by the marshal to
the levy court, and to the owner of the said land, or left at his, or her
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place of abode, or given to his or her guardian, ifan infant, or if outof
the county, by publishing notice thereof, for six weeks in some public
print of the county; and the marshal, on receiving the said warrant,
shall summon the said jury, and when met, shall administer an oath or
affirmation to every juryman, who shall swear or affirm, as the case may
be, that he will justly, faithfully, and impartially, value the land, and
all damages the owner thereto will sustain by the road passing through
the same, having regard to all circumstances of convenience, benefit or
disadvantage, according to the best of his skill and judgment; and the
inquisition thereupon taken shall be signed by the marshal and seven or
more of the said jury, and shall be conclusive; and the same shall be
returned to the clerk of the county, to be by him recorded at the expense
of the levy court; and the valuation expressed in such inquisition shall
be paid by the said levy court to the owner of the land, or his legal representative, before the levy court proceed to open the said road: in case
no such application shall be made within the aforesaid periods, the land
thus appropriated shall be adjudged to be conclusively condemned, and
no compensation be hereafter required therefor.
SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners
or levy court, as soon as they shall have laid out, marked and opened
a road, and complied with the foregoing provisions, shall return the
courses, bounds and plat thereof to the clerk of the county, to be by
him recorded at the expense of the said court; and the said road, so
laid out and returned, as aforesaid, shall be thereafter taken, held and
adjudged, a public road and common highway.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where stone,
el or
material, shall be necessary for making or repairing a
g
road, the levy court may agree with the owner for the purchase thereof,
or with the owner of the land on which the same may be, for the purchase of the said land; and in case of disagreement, or in case the
owner should be a feme covert, under age, or non compos, or out of the
county, on application to a justice of the county, may proceed, in all
respects, in the same manner for condemning the said materials for the
use of said road, as in like cases where lands are directed to be taken
and condemned as aforesaid, for making the said road: and the said
parties respectively, shall have the same benefit and advantage of the
said proceedings as they have under, and in virtue of the said provision
for condemning land herein before mentioned.
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That if a road shall be carried
through any fields of ground in actual cultivation, such fields shall not
be laid open, or used as a public road, until after the usual time of
taking off crops then growing thereon.
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and being convicted thereof shall be fined or imprisoned in the discretion of the court, according to the nature of the offence.
SEc. S. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners
or levy court may, for the aforesaid and all other general county purpdses, annually lay a tax on all the real and personal property in the said
county, except within the limits of the city of Washington, any existing
law to the contrary notwithstanding, not exceeding twenty-five cents in
the hundred dollars value of said property, for the collection, safe keeping and disbursement of which they are hereby empowered to appoint
the necessary officers, and to use all the means now in force and neceseary for the assessment and collection of taxes in the said county, and
to insure a due and regular accountability for the same, and all existing
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laws, so far as they vest in the said levy court a power to lay taxes, shall
be, and the same are hereby repealed.
SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners
or levy court shall be, and hereby are released from any obligation to
provide for the support of the poor of any other part of the county of
Washington, other than that part without the limits of the city of Washington, to provide for whom they are hereby authorized to lay and collect a special tax, to be imposed on said part of the county.
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners
or levy court of the county of Washington shall be hereafter composed
of seven members, to be designated immediately after the passing of this
act, by the President of the United States, from among the existing
tagistrates of the county, and annually afterwards on the first Monday
in May, that is to say, there shall be two members designated from
among the magistrates residing in that part of the county lying eastward
of Rock creek, and without the limits of the city of Washington; two
from among the magistrates residing in that part of the county lying
westward of Rock creek, and without the limits of Georgetown; and
three from among the magistrates residing within the limits of Georgetown. A majority of the members so designated shall constitute a
quorum to do business.
SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the general county expenses
and charges, other than for the expenses of roads and bridges out of the
liriits of Washington and Georgetown, respectively, shall be borne and
defrayed by the said city of Washington, and the other parts of the
county equally, that is to say; one moiety of said expenses and charges
shall be borne by the city, and paid over to whomsoever the board of
commissioners or levy court may appoint as treasurer of the court; and
the other moiety, by the other parts of the county: which said general
expenses shall be ascertained annually by the said board of commissioners or levy court and the corporation of the said city. And in case of
any difference of opinion as to what are or may be properly called general expenses, and applicable to the whole county, agreeably to the provisions of this and other acts relating to the subject, it shall be the duty
of the circuit court for the said county, upon joint application, or upon
the application of either party, and due notice to the other party; to
inquire, determine and settle in a summary way the matter in difference.
SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the two bridges over Rock
creek, immediately between the city of Washington and Georgetown,
shall be kept in repair and rebuilt, in like manner as at present, at the
joint expense and cost of the said city and Georgetown; and the sums
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SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful
at any time hereafter for the corporation of the city of Washington, and poradns au.e
the corporation of Georgetown, jointly or separately, and at their joint a permanent

or separate expense, as the case may be, to erect a permanent bridge bridge.
across Rock creek, and between the two places, at such sites as the corporation first choosing to build shall determine and fix upon; and if it
should be necessary to obtain private property on which to fix either or
both the abutments of the said permanent bridge or bridges, or for other
purposes connected with the work, the said corporation so choosing to
build shall have power to agree with the owner or owners for the purchase of such property; and in case of disagreement, or in case the
owner shall be a feme covert, under age or non compos, or out of the
county, the mayor of the said corporation shall thereupon summon a
jury to be composed of twelve freeholders, inhabitants of the said county,
3T2
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not related to the said owner, nor in any manner interested, who shall
meet on the ground to be valued, at a day to be expressed by the mayor
in the said summons, of which ten days' notice shall be given by the
mayor to the owner or owners of the said ground, or left at his, her or
their place of abode, or given to his, her or their guardian, if an infant,
or if out of the county, by publishing notice thereof for six weeks in
some newspaper printed in the county, and when the jury shall have
met pursuant to the aforesaid summons, each juryman shall swear or
affirm, that he will justly, faithfully and impartially value all the ground
held as private property and intended and required to be used or occupied by reason of the contemplated erection of the permanent bridge,
and the amount of damages the proprietor or proprietors of said ground
will sustain (taking into view at the same time the benefits which the
said proprietor or proprietors will derive from the erection of the said
bridge) according to the best of his skill and judgment. And the inquisition and valuation thereupon taken, shall be signed by the mayor and seven
or more of the said jury, and shall be binding and conclusive upon all
parties concerned; and the same shall be transmitted to the clerk of the
county, to be by him recorded: and the valuation expressed in the aforesaid inquisition shall be paid or tendered to the owner or owners of the
ground so condemned, or his or their legal representatives, by the corporation intending to build such bridge, within thirty days after such
valuation shall have been made, and before any work is commenced on
the grounds, so valued.
APPROVED, July 1, 1812.
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CHAP. CXVIII.--.ln .ct giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of Public
Lands sold in the western District of the territory of Orleans, now state of
Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sale of the several
tracts of public lands sold in the month of January, one thousand eight
hundred and twelve, at the public sales held under the superintendence
of the register of the land-office, and the principal deputy surveyor of
the western district of the territory of Orleans (now state of Louisiana,)
be, and the same is hereby made good and valid, to all intents and purposes, any law to the contrary notwithstanding: and the purchasers of
the said tracts shall severally, on completing the payment of the purchase
money, according to law, be entitled to receive a patent or patents for the
lands so purchased and paid for, as in case of other lands sold by the
United States; the first instalment of the purchase money shall be considered as due and payable at ten days after the receiver of public monies,
for the district within which the lands lie, shall have entered on the discharge of the duties of his office.
APPROVED, July 1, 1812.
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CHAP. CXIX.-./ n .ct supplementary to ".Sn Jlct authorizing the President of
the United States to raise certain companies of Rangers for the protection of the
frontier of the United States."
Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the

United States be, and he is hereby authorized to raise one additional
company of rangers, when he may deem it necessary for the public service under the same provisions, conditions and restrictions of the act to
which this is a supplement.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses

