TWELFTH CONGRESS.

SEss. I. CH. 102, 106.

1812.

taken from the bed of the said canal, shall not be deposited to the injury
of the owners of the lands through which the said canal may pass.
APPRovED, June 17, 1812.
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STATUTE I

CHAP. CTT.-An .ct declaring War between the UnitedKingdomof Great Britain Jne
and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of america and
18.
their territories.
[Obsolete.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United War declared.
States of America in Congress assembled, That war be and the same is
hereby declared to exist between the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of
America and their territories; and that thePresidentof the United States
is hereby authorized to use the whole land and naval force of the United thorized to em.
States to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private armed vessels ploy the land
of the United States commissions or letters of marque and general re- nd arry forcthe
prisal, in such form as he shall think proper, and under the seal of the war.
United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects of the government
of the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the subjects thereof.
APPROVED, June 18, 1812.
STATUTE I.

CHAP. CVI.--An Act to amend the laws within the District of Columbia.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesof thle United
States of America in Congress assembled, That all promissory notes for
the payment of money hereafter drawn and endorsed or transferred
within the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, shall be
governed by, and subject to, the same laws as are now in force and applicable to such notes, drawn, endorsed or transferred within the county
of Washington, in the said district; and the rights, remedies and responsibility of the person or persons hereafter holding, drawing, endorsing
or transferring any such promissory note, as aforesaid, shall be the same
within the county of Alexandria as they now are within the said county
of Washington; and all laws now in force within the said county of
Alexandria, contrary to this provision, are hereby repealed.
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any
creditor of any insolvent debtor, who shall hereafter apply for relief
under the act of Congress, passed on the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three, entituled "An act for the relief of insolvent
debtors within the District of Columbia," to make the same allegations
in writing, at any time before the oath of insolvency shall be administered, as are now permitted by the seventh section of said act, which
allegation shall be made before the judge by whom the oath of insolvency is proposed to be administered, and a copy of the same, together
with a notification from such judge of the time and place at which the
truth of such allegation is to be tried, shall be forthwith served on such
insolvent, and any one judge of the said district shall have the same
power and authority to examine the debtor or any other person, on oath,
touching the substance of the said allegation, or to direct an issue or
issues to be tried before him, in a summary way, to determine the truth
of the same, as are now vested in the court of the said district by the
seventh section of the said act; and if upon the answer to the said interrogatories, or upon the trial of the issue or issues, such debtor shall be
found guilty of any fraud or deceit towards his creditors, or of having
lost by gaming within twelve months next preceding his application for
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(a) See notes to an act concerning the District of Columbia, February 27, 1801, chap. 15, vol. ii. 103.

