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[TRANSLATION]

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION CONVENTION

Concluded among the governments of the countries listed hereinafter: Union
of South Africa; Germany; Republic of Argentina; Commonwealth of
Australia; Austria; Belgium; Bolivia; Brazil; Canada; Chile; China; Vat-
ican City State; Republic of Colombia; French Colonies, protectorates and
territories under French mandate; Portuguese Colonies; Swiss Confed-
eration; Belgian Congo; Costa Rica; Cuba; Curagao and Surinam; Cir-
enaica; Denmark; Free City of Danzig; Dominican Republic; Egypt;
Republic of El Salvador; Ecuador; Eritrea; Spain; United States of
America; Empire of Ethiopia; Finland; France; United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland; Greece; Guatemala; Republic of
Honduras; Hungary; Italian Islands of the Aegean Sea; British India;
Dutch Fast Indies; Irish Free State; Iceland; Italy; Japan, Chosen,

1 For text of general radio regulations annexed to the convention, final protocol to general
regulations, and additional radio regulations, see 49 Stat. 2445 or p. 181 of TS 867.

*TIAS 1901, post, vol. 4.

36 UST 1213; TIAS 3266.

412 UST 1761; TIAS 4892,

518 UST 575; TIAS 6267.

6 The original print of TS 867 contains texts of the convention, the general radio regu-
lations, and the final protocol to the radio regulations of Dec. 9, 1932, and also the addi-
tional radio regulations, to which the United States was not a signatory and did not
become a party; a reprint of TS 867, published in 1941, contains only the convention.
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Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwantung Leased Territory and the South Sea Islands
under Japanese mandate; Latvia; Liberia; Lithuania; Luxemburg; Mo-
rocco; Mexico; Nicaragua; Norway; New Zealand; Republic of Panama;
Netherlands; Peru; Persia; Poland; Portugal; Rumania; Italian Somali-
land; Sweden; Syria and Lebanon; Czechoslovakia; Tripolitania; Tu-
nisia; Turkey; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; Uruguay: Venezuela;
Yugoslavia.

The undersigned, plenipotentiaries of the governments listed above, having
met in conference at Madrid, have, in common agreement and subject ta
ratification, concluded the following Convention:

CHAPTER 1
ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONING OF THE UNION
ArTICLE 1
Constitution of the Union

§ 1. The countries, parties to the present Convention, form the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union which shall replace the Telegraph Union
and which shall be governed by the following provisions.

§ 2. The terms used in this Convention are defined in the annex to the
present document.

ArTICLE 2
Regulations

§ 1. The provisions of the present Convention shall be completed by the
following Regulations:

the Telegraph Regulations,
the Telephone Regulations,
the Radio Regulations (General Regulations and Additional Regulations),’

which shall bind only the contracting governments which have undertaken
to apply them, and solely as regards governments which have taken the same
obligation.

§ 2. Only the signatories to the Convention or the adherents to this docu-~
ment shall be permitted to sign the Regulations or to adhere thereto. The
signing of at least one of the sets of Regulations shall be obligatory upon the
signatories of the Convention. Similarly, adherence to at least one of the
sets of Regulations shall be obligatory upon the adherents to the Convention.
However, the Additional Radio Regulations may not be the subject of signa-
ture or adherence except when the General Radio Regulations have been
- signed or adhered to.

7 See footnote 1, p. 65.
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§ 3. The provisions of the present Convention shall bind the contracting
governments only with respect to the services governed by the Regulations to
which these governments are parties.

ARrTICLE 3
Adherence of Governments to the Convention

§ 1. The government of a country, in the name of which the present
Convention has not been signed, may adhere to it at any time. Such adher-
ence must cover at least one of the sets of annexed Regulations, subject
to the application of § 2 of article 2 above.

§ 2. The act of adherence of a government shall be deposited in the
archives of the government which received the conference of plenipotentiaries
that has drawn up the present Convention. The government with which
the act of adherence has been deposited shall communicate it to all the other
contracting governments through diplomatic channels.

§ 3. Adherence shall carry with it as a matter of right, all the obligations

and all the advantages stipulated by the present Convention; it shall, in -

addition, entail the obligations and advantages stipulated by the particular
Regulations which the adhering governments undertake to apply.

ARTICLE 4
Adherente of Governments to the Regulations

The government ‘of a country signatory or adherent to the present Con-
vention may at any time adhere to one or more of the sets of Regulations
which it has not undertaken to observe, taking into account the provisions of
article 2, § 2. Such adherence shall be notified to the Bureau of the Union
which shall inform the other governments concerned thereof.

ARTICLE 5

'

Addherence to the Convention and to the Regulations by Colonies, Protec- .

torates, Querseas Territories, or Territories under Sovereignty, Authonty, '

or Mandate of the Contracting Governments

§ 1. Any contracting government may, at the time of its- signature, its
ratification, its adherence, or later, declare that its acceptance of the present
Convention is valid for the whole or a group or a single one of its colonies,

protectorates, overseas temtones, or territories under soverelgnty, author--

ity, or mandate.

§ 2. The wholeora group or a single one of these colonies, protectorates,
overseas territories, or territories under sovereignty, authority, or-mandate
may, respectively, at any time, be the subject of a separate adherence.

§ 3. The present Convention shall not apply to colonies, protectorates,
overseas territories, or territories. under. sovereignty, authority, or mandate

1
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of a contracting government, unless statement to this effect is made by virtue
of § 1 of the present article, or a separate adherence is made by virtue of
§ 2 above.

§ 4. The declarations of adherence, made by virtue of §1 and §2
of this article, shall be communicated through diplomatic channels to the
government of the country on the territory of which was held the conference
of plenipotentiaries, at which the present Convention was drawn up, and
a copy thereof shall be transmitted by this government to each of the other
contracting governments.

§ 5. The provisions of §§ 1 and 3 of this article shall also apply either to
the acceptance of one or more of the sets of Regulations, or to the adherence
to one or more of the sets of Regulations, within the terms of the provisions
contained in article 2, § 2. Such acceptance or adherence shall be notified
in conformity with the provisions of article 4.

§ 6. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs shall not apply to the
colonies, protectorates, overseas territories, or territories under sovereignty,
authority, or mandate which appear in the preamble of the present Conven-
tion. \
ARrTICLE 6

Ratification of the Convention

§ 1. The present Convention must be ratified by the signatory govern-
ments and the ratifications thereof must be deposited, as soon as possible,
through diplomatic channels, in the archives of the government of the country
which received the conference of plenipotentiaries that has drawn up the
present Convention; this same government shall, through diplomatic chan-
nels, notify the other signatory and adhering governments of the ratifications,
as soon as they are received.

§ 2. In case one or more of the signatory governments would not ratify the
Convention, the latter shall none the less be valid for the governments which
shall have ratified it.

ArTICLE 7

Approval of the Regulations

§ 1. The governments must, as soon as possible, submit their decision con-
cerning the approval of the Regulations drawn-up by the Conference. This
approval shall be reported to the Bureau of the Umon Wthh shall-inform the
meémbets of the Union accordingly.

§ 2. In case one or several of the governments concerned would not report
such an approval, the new regulatory provisions shall none the less be: vahd
for the governments which shall have approved them.
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ArTICLE 8

Abrogation of C'onventzons and of Regulations Prior to the Present
COnventzon

The present Convention and the Regulations annexed thereto shall abro-
gate and replace, in the relations between the contracting governments, the
International Teclegraph Conventions of Paris (1865),° Vienna (1868),
Rome (1872), and St. Petersburg (1875),** and the Regulations annexed
thereto, as well as the International Radio-telegraph Conventions of Berlin
(1906) ** London (1912),® and Washington (1927),14 and the Regula-
tions annexed thereto.

ArTICLE 9

Execution of the Convention and of the Regulations

§ 1. The contracting governments undertake to apply the provisions of the
present Convention and of the Regulations accepted by them, in all the offices
and in all the telecommunication stations established or operated by them, and
which are open to the international service of public correspondence, to the
broadcasting service, or to the special services governed by the Regulations

2. Moreover, they agree to take the steps necessary to enforce the provi-
smns of the present Convention and of the Regulations which they accept,
upon the private operating agencies recognized by them and upon the other
operating agencies duly authorized to establish and operate telecommunica-
tions of the international service whether or not open to public correspond-
ence.

ArticLe 10
Denunciation of the Convention by the Governments

§ 1. Each contracting government shall have the right to denounce the
present Convention by a notification, addressed, through diplomatic chan-
nels, to the government of the country in which was held the conference of
plempotennanes that has drawn up the present Convention, and announced
by these governments to all the other contracting governments, likewise
through diplomatic channels.

§2. This denunciation shall take effect at the expiration of the period of
one vear, beginning with the day on which the notification was received by
the government of the country in which the last conference of plenipotentiaries

8 British and Foreign State Papers, vol. 56, p. 294,
® Ibid., vol. 59, p. 322.

* Ibid., vol. 66, p. 975.

157 LNTS 212.

TS 568, ante, vol. 1, p. 556.

TS 581, ante, vol. 1, p. 883.

TS 767, ante, vol. 2, p. 683.
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was held. This effect shall apply only to the author of the denunciation; the
Convention shall remain in force for the other contracting governments.

ArTicLE 11
Denunciation of the Regulations by the Governments

§ 1. Each government shall have the right to terminate the obligation
which it has undertaken to apply one of the sets of Regulations, by notifying
its decision to the Bureau of the Union which shall inform thereof the other
governments concerned. Such notification shall take effect at the expiration
of the period of one year, beginning with the day on which it was received by
the Bureau of the Union. This effect shall apply only to the author of the
denunciation; the Regulations in question shall remain in force for the
other governments.

§ 2. The provision of § 1 above shall not annul the obligation for the con-
tracting governments to enforce at least one of the sets of Regulations, cov-
ered by article 2 of this Convention, taking into account the reservation
contained in §.2 of the said article.

ARTIGLE 12

Denunciation of the Convention and of the Regulations by Colonies, Pro-
tectorates, Ouverseas Territories, or Territories under Sovereignty, Author-
ity, or Mandate of the Contracting Governments

§ 1. The application of the present Convention to a territory, by virtue
of the provisions of § 1 or of § 2 of article 5, may terminate at any time.

§ 2. The declarations of denunciation provided for in § 1 above shall be
notified and announced according to the conditions stated in § 1 of article 10;
they shall take effect according to the provisions of § 2 of the latter article.

§ 3. The application of one or more of the sets of Reguldtions to a terri-
tory, by virtue of the provisions of § 5 of article 5, may terminate at any time.

§ 4. The declarations of denunciation provided for in § 3 above shall be
notified and announced in accordance with the provisions of § 1 of article
11 and shall take effect under the conditions set forth in the said paragraph.

ArTICLE 13
Special Arrangements

The contracting governments reserve the right, for themselves, for the
private operating agencies recognized by them, and for other operating
agencies duly authorized to that effect, to conclude special arrangements on
service matters which do not concern the governments in general. However,
such arrangments must remain within the terms of the Convention and of
the Regulations annexed thereto, as regards interference which their appli-
cation might be Iikely to cause with the services of other countries.
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ArTiCLE 14
Relations with Noncontracting Governments

§ 1. Each of the contracting governments reserves the right, for itself and
for the private operating agencies which it recognizes, to determine the con-
ditions under which it will admit telecommunications exchanged with a
country which has not adhered to the present Convention or to the Regula-
tions which contain the provisions relative to the telecommunications
involved.

§ 2. If a telecommunication originating in a nonadhering country is ac-
cepted by an adhering country, it must be transmitted and, so far as it uses
the channels of a country adhering to the Convention and to the respective
Regulations, the mandatory provisions of the Convention and of the Regula-
tions in question, as well as the normal rates, shall be applicable to it.

ArTicLE 15
Arbitration

§ 1. In case of disagreement between two or more contracting govern-
ments. concerning the execution of either the present Convention or the
Regulations contemplated in article 2, the dispute, if it is not settled through
diplomatic channels, shall be submitted to arbitration at the request of any
one of the governments in disagreement.

§ 2. Unless the parties in disagreement agree to adopt a procedure al-
ready established by treaties concluded between them for the settlement of
international disputes, or the procedure provided for in § 7 of this article,
arbitrators shall be appointed in the following manner:

§3. (1) The parties shall decide, after mutual agreement, whether the
arbitration is to be entrusted to individuals or to governments or administra-
tions; failing an agreement on this matter, governments shall be resorted to.

(2) In case the arbitration is to be entrusted to individuals, the arbitrators
must not be of the same nationality as any one of the parties concerned in
the dispute.

(3) In case the arbitration is to be entrusted to governments or adminis-
trations, the latter must be chosen from among the parties adhering to the
agreement, the application of which caused the dispute.

§ 4. The party appealing to arbitration shall be considered as the plaintiff.
This party shall designate an arbitrator and notify the opposing party thereof.
The defendant must then appoint a second arbitrator, within two months
after the receipt of plaintiff’s notification.

§ 5. If more than two parties are involved, each group of plaintiffs or of
defendants shall appoint an arbitrator, observing the same procedure as
in § 4.
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§ 6. The two arbitrators thus appointed shall agree in designating an um-
pire who, if the arbitrators are individuals and not governments or adminis-
trations, must not be of the same nationality as either of them or either of the
parties involved, Failing an agreement of the arbitrators as to the choice of
the umpire, each arbitrator shall propose an umpire in no way concerned
in the dispute. Lots shall then be drawn between the umpires proposed. The
drawing of lots shall be done by the Bureau of the Union.

§ 7. Finally, the parties in dispute shall have the right to have their dis-
agreement settled by a single arbitrator. In this case, either they shall agree
on the choice of the arbitrator, or the latter shall be designated in conformity
with the method indicated in § 6.

§ 8, The arbitrators shall be free to decide on the procedure to be
followed.

§ 9. Each party shall bear the expenses it shall have incurred i the inves-
tigation of the dispute. The cost of the arbitration shall be apportioned
equally among the partiec involved.

ArticLE 16
International Consulting Committees

§ 1. Consulting committees may be formed for the purpose of studying
questions relating to the telecommunication services.

§ 2. The number, composition, duties, and functioning of these committees
are defined in the Regulations ahnexed to the present Convention.

ArTicrLE 17
Bureau of the Union

§ 1. A central office, called the Bureau of the International Telecommuni-
cation Union, shall function under the conditions stated hereinafter:

§2. (1) In addition to the work and operations provided for by the
various other articles of the Convention and of the Regulations, the Bureau
of the Union shall be charged with:

(a) work preparatory to and following conferences, in which it shall be
represented in an advisory capacity;

(b) providing, in cooperation with the organizing administration in-
volved, the secretariat of conferences of the Union, as well as, when so re-
quested or when so provided for by the Regulations annexed to the present
Convention, the secretariat of meetings of committees appointed by the
Union or placed under the auspices of the latter;

(¢) issuing such publications as will be found generally useful between
two conferences.
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(2) On the basis of the documents put at its disposal and of the informa-
tion which it may gather, it shall publish periodically a journal of informa-
tion and documentation concerning telecommunications.

(3) It must also, at all times, hold itself at the disposal of the contracting
governments to furnish them with such opinions and information as they
may need on questions coiicerning international telecommunications, and
which it is in a better position to have or to obtain than these governments.

(4) It shall prepare. an annual report on its activities, which shall be
communicated to all members of the Union. The operating account shall be
submitted, for examination and approval, to the plenipotentiary or adminis-
trative conferences provided for in article 18 of the present Convention.

§3. (1) The general expenses of the Bureau of the Union must not
exceed, per year, the amounts specified in the Regulations annexed to the
present Convention. These general expenses shall not include:

(a) the expenses pertaining to the work of plenipotentiary or administra-
tive conferences,

(b) the expenses pertaining to the work of duly created committees.

(2) The expenses pertaining to the plenipotentiary and administrative
conferences shall be borne by all the governments participating therein, in
proportion to the contribution which they pay for the operation of the Bureau
of the Union, in accordance with the provisions of the following subpara-
graph (3).

The expenses pertaining to the meetings of the committees regularly
created shall be borne in accordance with the provisions of the Regulations
annexed to the present Convention.

(3) The receipts and expenses of the Bureau of the Union must be car-
ried in two separate accounts, one for the telegraph and telephone services,
the other for the radio service. The expenses pertaining to each of these two
divisions shall be borne by the governments adhering to the corresponding
Regulations. For the apportioning of these expenses, the adhering govern-
ments shall be divided into six classes, each contributing at the rate of a
certain number of units, namely:

1st class: 23 units
2d class: 20 units
3d class: 15 units
4th class: 10 units
5th class: 5 units
6th class: 3 units

(4) Each government shall inform the Bureau of the Union, directly
or through its administration, of the class in which its country is to be placed.
This classification shall be communicated to the members of the Union.

(5) The amounts advanced by the government supervising the Bureau
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of the Union must be refunded by the debtor governments with the briefest
possible delay, and, at the latest, at the end of the fourth month following
the month during which the account was rendered. After this period, the
amounts due shall bear interest, accruing to the creditor government, at the
rate of six percent (6%) per annum, counting from the date of expiration
of the above-mentioned period. '

§ 4. The Bureau of the Union shall be placed under the high supervision
of the Government of the Swiss Confederation which shall regulate its organi-
zation, supervise its finances, make the necessary advances, and audit the
annual accounts.

CuapTER II

CONFERENCES

ArTIcLE 18
Conferences of Plenipotentiaries and Administrative Conferences

§ 1. The provisions of the present Convention shall be subject to revision
by conferences of plenipotentiaries of the contracting governments.

§ 2. Revision of the Convention shall be undertaken when it has been so
decided by a preceding, conference of plenipotentiaries, or when at least
twenty contracting governments have so stated their desire to the government
of the country in which the Bureau of the Union is located.

§ 3. The provisions of the Regulations annexed to this Convention shall be
subject to revision by administrative conferences of delegates from the con-
tracting governments which have approved the Regulations to be revised,
each conference itself determining the place and time for the following
meeting.

§ 4. Each administrative conference may permit the participation, in an
advisory capacity, of private operating agencies recognized by the respective
contracting governments. -
ArTICLE 19

Change of Date of a Conference

§ 1. The time set for the meeting of a conference of plenipotentiaries or
of an administrative conference may be advanced or postponéd if request to
this effect is made by at Teast ten of the contracting governments to the gov-
ernment of the country in which the Bureau of the Union is Jocated, and if
such proposal is agreed to by the majority of the contractirig governments
which shall have forwarded their opinion within the time indicated.

§ 2. The conference shall then be held in the country originally desig-
nated, if the governmient of that country consents. Otherwise, the contracting
governments shall be consulted through the government of the country in.
which the Bureau of the Union islocated.



TELECOMMUNICATION—DECEMBER 9, 1932 75

ArTicLE 20
Internal Regulations of the Conferences

§ 1. Before any other deliberation, each conference shall establish Internal
Regulations containing the rules according to which the debates and the
work shall be organized and conducted.

§ 2. For this purpose, the conference shall take as a basis the Internal
Regulations of the preceding conference, which it may modify if deemed
advisable. :

ArTICLE 21
Language

§ 1. The language used in drafting the acts of the conferences and for ail
the documents of the Union, shall be French.

§ 2. (1) In the discussions of conferences, the French and English lan-
guages shall be permitted.

(2) Speeches made in French shall immediately be translated intg English,
and vice versa, by official interpreters of the Bureau of the Union.

(3) Otherlanguages may also be used in the discussions of the conferences,
on condition that the delegates using them provide for the translation of theit
own speeches into French or into English.

(4) Likewise these delegates may, if they so desire, have speeches in
French or in English translated into their own language.

CuapTER III

GENERAL PROVISIONS
ArTICLE 22

Telecommunication as a Public Service

The contracting governments recognize the right of the public to correspond
by means of the international service of public correspondence. The service,
the charges, the guarantees shall be the same for all senders, without any
priority or preference whatsoever not provided for by the Convention or the
Regulations annexed thereto.

ArTiCLE 23

Responsibility

The contracting governments declare that they accept no responsibility in
regard to the users of the international telecommunication service.

ArTICLE 24
Secrecy of Telecommunications

§ 1. The contracting governments agree to take all the measures possible,
compatible with the system of telecommunication used, with a view to insuring
the secrecy of international correspondence.
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§ 2. However, they reserve the right to communicate international cor-
respondence to the proper authorities, in order to insure either the application
of their internal legislation, or the execution of international conventions, to
which the governments concerned are parties. \

ARrTICLE 25

" Constitution, Operation, and Protection of the Telecommunication
Installations and Channels

§ 1. The contracting governments, in agreement with the other contracting
governments concerned, shall establish, under the best technical conditions,
the channels and installations necessary to carry on the rapid and uninter-
rupted exchange of telecommunications in the international service,

§ 2. So far as possible, these channels and installations must be operated
by the best methods and procedures which the practice of the service shall
have made known; they must be maintained constantly in operating condi-
ticn and kept abreast of scientific and technical progress.

§ 3. The contracting governments shall insure the protection of these
channels and installations within the limits of their respective action.

§ 4. Unless other conditions are laid down by special arrangements, each
contracting government shall, at its own expense, establish and maintain the
sections of international conductors included within the limits of the territory
of its country.

§ 5. In the countries where certain telecommunication services are oper-
ated by private operating agencies recognized by the governments, the above-
mentioned obligations shall be undertaken by the private operating agencies.

ArTICLE 26

Stoppage of Telecommunications

§ 1. The contracting governments reserve the right to stop the transmission
of any private telegram or radiotelegram which might appear dangerous to
the safety of the state or contrary to the laws of the country, to public order,
or to decency, provided that they immediately notify the office of origin of
the stoppage of the said communication or of any part thereof, except when
it might appear dangerous to the safety of the state to issue such notice.

§ 2. The contracting governments likewise reserve the right to interrupt
any private telephone communication which might appear dangerous to
the safety of the state or contrary to the laws of the country, to public order,
or to decency.

ArTICLE 27

Suspension of Service

Each contracting government reserves the right to suspend the service
of international telecommunication for an indefinite time if it deems neces-
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sary, either generally or only as regards certain connections and/or certain
classes of communications, provided that it immediately so advise each of
the other contracting governments, through the intermediary of the Bureau
of the Union.

ArTICLE 28
Investigation of Violations

The contracting governments undertake to inform each other concern-
ing violations of the provisions of the present Convention and of the Regu-
Jations which they accept, in order to facilitate the action to be taken.

ArTICLE 29
' Charges and Franking Privileges

The provisions relating to “the charges for telecommunications and the
various cases in which the latter enjoy franking privileges are laid down in
the Regulations annexed to the present Convention.

ArTicLE 30
Priority of Transmission for Government Telegrams and Radiotelegrams

In transmission, government telegrams and radiotelegrams shall enjoy
priority over other telegrams and radiotelegrams, except in the case when
the sender expressly waives such right of priority.

ArTIcLE 31
Secret Language

§ 1. Government telegrams and radiotelegrams as well as service tele-
grams and radiotelegrams, in all relations, may be written in secret language.

§ 2. Private telegrams and radiotelegrams may be sent in secret language
between all the countries, except those which previously, through the in-
termediary of the Bureau of the Union, have announced that they do not
permit such language for these categories of messages.

§ 3. Contracting governments which do not permit private telegrams
and radiotelegrams in secret language from or to their own territory must
permit them to pass in transit, except in the case of suspension of service
provided for in article 27.

ArtIcLE 32

Monetary Unit

The monetary unit used in the composition of international telecommuni-
cation rates and in setting up the international accounts shall be the gold
franc of 100 centimes, weighing 10/31 of a gram, and of a fineness of 0.900.
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ArTICLE 33
Rendering of Accounts

The contracting governments must account to one another for the charges
collected by their respective services.

CrarTER IV

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR RADIO

ArTICLE 34
Intercommunication

§ 1. Stations carrying on radio communications in the mobile service
shall be bound, within the scope of their normal operation, to exchange
radio communications with one another irrespective of the radio system
they have adopted.

§ 2. In order not to hinder scientific progress, however, the provisions
of the preceding paragraph shall not prevent the use of a radio system
incapable of communicating with other systems provided that this inability
is due to the specific nature of the system and that it is not the result of
devices adopted solely for the purpose of preventing intercommunication.

ArTICLE 35

Interference

§ 1. All stations, regardless of their purpose, must, so far as possible, be
established and operated in such a manner as not to interfere with the radio
services or communications of either the other contracting governments, or
the private operating agencies recognized by these contracting governments
and of other duly authorized operating agencies which carry on radio-
communication service.

§ 2. Each contracting government which does not operate the radio
facilities itself undertakes to require the private operating agencies recog-
nized by it and the other operating agencies duly authorized for this purpose,
to observe the provisions of § 1 above.

ArTICLE 36

Distress Calls and Messages

Stations participating in the mobile service shall be obliged to accept,
with absolute priority, distress calls and messages regardless of their origin,
to reply in the same manner to such messages, and immediately to take such
action in regard thereto as they may require.



TELECOMMUNICATION—DEGCEMBER 9, 1932 79

ArTICLE 37
False or Deceptive Distress Signals—Irregular Use of Call Signals

The contracting governments agree to take the steps required to prevent
the transmission or the putting into circulation of false or deceptive distress
signals or distress calls, and the use, by a station, of call signals which have not
been regularly assigned to it.

ArTICLE 38
Limited Service

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 1 of article 34, a station may be.as-
signed to a limited international telecommunication service, determined by
the purpose of such telecommunication or by other circumstances independ-
ent of the system.

ArTICLE 39
Installations of National Defense Services

§ 1. The contracting governments retain their full freedom in regard to
radio installations not covered by article 9 and, particularly, the military sta-
tions of land, maritime, or air forces.

§ 2. (1) However, these installations and stations must, so far as possible,
comply with the regulatory provisions concerning aid to be rendered in case
of distress and measures to be taken to avoid interference. They must also, to
the extent possible, comply with the regulatory provisions concerning the
types of waves and the frequencies to be used, according to the nature of
the service performed by the said services.

(2) Moreover, when these installations and stations exchange public
correspondence or engage in the special services governed by the Regula-
tions annexed to the present Convention, they must, in general comply with
the regulatory provisions for the conduct of such services.

CHAPTER V

FINAL PROVISIONS

ArTicLE 40
Effective Date of the Convention

The present Convention shall become effective on the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and thirty-four.

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have sigred the Con-
vention in a single copy which shall remain deposited in the archives of the
Government of Spain and one copy of which shall be forwarded to each

government.
Done at Madrid, December 9, 1932.
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Hans Harsicu
Pavr MiNnce
MarTiy FRUERBHAHN
SiecrFrIED MEY
Frieprics HeraTH
RupoLr SALzZMANN
ERHARD MAERTENS
Curt WAGNER

For the Argentine Republic:
D. Garcia-MANSILLA
R. CorrEa Luna
Luis S. CASTINEIRAS
M. SaENz BRIONES

For the Commonwealth of Australia:
J. M. CrawrorD

For Austria:
Ruporr OESTREICHER
H. PFEUFFER

For Belgium:
B. Mavus
R. CortEIL
J. F. G. LAMBERT
H. E. Fossion

For Bolivia:
JorGE SiENnZ

For Brazil:
Luis GuiMaRrAEs

For Canada:
ALFRED DURANLEAU
W. ARTHUR STEEL
Jean Désy

For Chile:
E. BErMUDEZ

For China:
Lincor WanG

For the Vatican City State:
GuisepPE GIANFRANCESCHI

For the Republic of Colombia:
JosE Joaguin Casas
ALBERTO SANCHEZ DE IRIARTE
W. MacLerran

For the French Colonies, protectorates
and territories under French man-

date:
CAROUR

For.the Portuguese colonies:
Ernesto Jurio Navarro
ARNALDO DE Parva CARVALHO
Jost MENDES DE VASCONCELLOS

GUIMARAES
Mario CorreA BaraTa pA Cruz

For the Swiss Confederation:
G. KELLER
E. MeTzLER

For the Belgian Congo:
F. TonDEUR

For Costa Rica:
A. MarTIN LANUZA

Foi‘ Cuba:
MANUEL S. PICEARDO

For Guragao and Surinam:
G. ScHOTEL
HooGEWOONING

For Cyrenaica:
G. GNEME
Francesco DELLA PorTA

For Denmark:
KAy CHRISTIANSEN
C. LercEE
GREDSTED

For the Free City of Danzig:
H. Kowavrsxki
ZANDER

For the Dominican Republic:
E. BracuE
Juan pE OLbzAacA

For Egypt:
R. MURRAY
MouAMED SAD

For the Republic of El Salvador:
Rat6L CONTRERAS

For Ecuador:
Hirérrro pE MozoNcILLO
AReL Roxeo CAsTILLO

For Eritrea:
G. GNEME
Francesco perLra PORTA

" For Spain:

MicuzsL SASTRE

Ramén Misuer NIgTO
GaBrizL. HOMBRE

Francisco VipaL

J. o Encio

TorAs FERNANDEZ QUINTANA
Leororpo Cavr

TRINIDAD MATRES

Carros BorDoNs
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For the United States of Americas
EuceNE O. SYRES
C. B. JOLLIFFE
WALTER LICHTENSTEIN
IrRVIN STEWART

For the Kingdom of Ethiopia:
BADGERONDE FEXRE-SELLASSIE

For Finland:
NiLo OrasdaA
ViLyo YLGSTALO

For France:
Jures GavuTiER

For the United Kingdom of Great Brit-

ain and Northern Ireland:
F. W. ParLLips
J. LoupEN
F. W.HoMEe
C. H. Boyp
J. P. G. WorLLEDGE

For Greece:
TH. PENTHEROUDAK!S
S. Nicoris

For Guatemala:
Vircirio Robricuez BETETA
ENRIQUE TRAUMANN
Ricarpo CASTANEDA PAGANINI

For the Republic of Honduras:
ANTN GraNO

For Hungary:
Francors Havas
Jures ErpOss

For the Italian islands of the Aegean:

G. GNEME
E. MArIANI

For British India:
M. L. PasricEA
P.J. EoMuNDs

For the Netherlands Indies:
A.J. H. vAN LEEUWEN
vAN DOOREN ’
G. SCHOTEL
HoocEwooNING

For the Irish Free State:
P. S. On-LicEARTAIGH
E. Clisin

For Iceland:

G. J. HLppAL

For Italy:
G. GNEME
G. MONTEFINALE .

For Japan,

For Chosen, Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwan-
tung Leased Territory and the
South Sea Islands under Japanese
mandate:

SaicHRO KosHIDA
Y. YoNEZAWA

T. NAKAGAMI
Taxkeo IiNo

For Latvia:
B. EINBERG

For Liberia:
Luis MAria SOLER

For Lithuania:
K. GarcaLis

For Luxemburg:
Jaaques

For Morocco:
CHANTON

For Mexico:
GeNERO EsTRADA
Enivio TorrES
AGUSTIN FLORES Jr.
S. TAvaBAs

For Nicaragua:
JosE Garcia-Praza

For Norway:
T. ENGseT
HerMoD PETERSEN
ANDR. HADLAND

For New Zealand:
M. B. Esson

For the Republic of Panama:
M. Lasso DE LA VEGA

For the Netherlands:

H. J. BoeT)®

H: C. FeLser

C. H.pE Vos

J. A. BLanD vAN DEN Bere
W. DocTEROM

For Peru:
Juan DE Osma

For Persia:
MoxseN KuaN Rals

For Poland:
H. KowaLsk1
St. ZUCHMANTOWICZ
Kasmmrer GOEBeL
K. KruLrisz
KAziMIERZ SzYMANSKI
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For Portugal: For Tunisia:
MicueL Vaz DuARTE BACELAR COURZET
Jost pe Liz FERREIRA Jr.

Davip pE SousA PirEs FO;.;II‘;:E ey:
. J(;:QUIM'RODRIGUEZ GONCALVES Tasan CEMAL
or Rumania: MazHAR
TANASESCU . . 1
For Italian Somalia For the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
or an Somalia: lics:
G. GneME Evcine HIRSCHFELD
For Sweden: ArLEXANDRE KOKADEEV
G. ‘N_OLD For Uruguay:
For Syria and Lebanon: Ad referendum for the Government of
MorLLON Uruguay.
For Czechoslovakia: Danier, CASTELLANOS
StrRNAD For Venezuela:
Orro Kudera Ctsar MarMor CUERVO
VacrLav KuCERA AnTONIO REYES

JaroMmir SvoBopa

For Tripolitania:
G. GNEME
D. Crery

For Yugoslavia:
D. ZraTANOVITCH

ANNEX
(See” article. 1, § 2)

Definition of Terms Used in the International Telecommunication
Convention

Teélecommunication: Any telegraph or telephone communication of signs,
signals, writings, images, and sounds of any nature, by wire, radio, or other
systems or processes of electric or visual (semaphere) signaling.

Radio communication: Any telecommunication by means of Hertzian
waves. ‘

Radiotelegram: Telegram originating in or intended for a mobile station,
transmitted on all or part of its route over the radio-communication channels
of the mobile service. :

Government telegrams and radiotelegrams: Those emanating from:

(@) thehead of a government;

(b) aminister, member of a government;

(¢) the head of a colony, protectorate, overseas territory, or territory un-
der sovereignty, authority, or mandate of the contracting governments;

(d) commanders in chief of land, naval, or air military forces;

(e) diplomatic or consular officers of the contracting governments;

(f) the secretary general of the League of Nations,

as well as the replies to such messages.
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Service telegrams and radiotelegrams: Those emanating from the tele-
communication administrations of the contracting governments, or from any
private operating agency recognized by one of these governments, and which
refer to international telecommunications, or to matters of public interest
determined by agreement among the said administrations.

Private telegrams and radiotelegrams: Those other than a service or gov-
ernment telegram and radiotelegram.

Public correspondence: Any telecommunication which the offices and sta-
tions, by reason of their being at the disposal of the public, must accept for
transmission.

Private operating agency: Any individual, company, or corporation, other
than a governmental institution or agency, which is recognized by the govern-
ment concerned and operates telecommunication installations for the purpose
of exchanging public correspondence.

Administration: A government administration.

Public service: A service for the use of the public in general.

International service: A telecommunication service between offices or sta-
tions subject to different countries, or between stations of the mobile service
except when the latter are of the same nationality and are within the limits of
the country to which they belong. An internal or national telecommunica-
tion service which is likely to cause interference with other services beyond
the limits of the country in which it operates, shall be considered as an interna-
tional service from the standpoint of interference.

Limited service: A service which can be used only by specified persons or
for special purposes.

Mobile service: A radio-communication service carried on between mobile
and land stations and by mobile stations communicating among themselves,
special services being excluded.

[For text of general radio regulations annexed to the convention, final
protocol to general regulations, and additional radio regulations, see 49 Stat.
2445 orp. 181 of TS 867.]



