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May 25, 1896. CHAP. 244.—An Act To authorize the establishment of a life-saving station at
~——————"——"" Port Huron, on the coast of Lake Huron, Michigau.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Port Huron, Mich.  States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
corifesaving station myeasury be, and is hereby, authorized to establish a life-saving sta-
tion at or near Port Huron, on the coast of Lake Huron, in the State
of Michigan, at sach point as the General Superintendent of the Life-

Saving Service may recommend. ]

Approved, May 25, 1896,

May 25, 1896. CHAP. 245.—An Act Relating to the testimony of physicians in the courts of the
T District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
pi D strict of Colum- States of America in Congress assembled, That in the courts of the Dis-
Physicians prohib. trict of Columbia no physician or surgeon shall be permitted, without
lted disclosing confi- the consent of the person afflicted, or of his legal representative, to
disclose any information, confidential in its nature, which he shall have
acquired in attending a patient in a professional capacity and which
was necessary to enable him to act in that capacity, whether such infor-
mation shall have been obtained from the patient or from his family or
;;mm i crims. TrOI0 the person or persons in charge of him: Provided, That this Act
nal cases. shall not apply to evidence in criminal cases where the accused is
charged with causing the death of, or inflicting injaries upon, a human
being, and the disclosure shall -be required in the interests of public
justice. :
Received by the President, May 13, 1896.
[NoTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.—The foregoing act having
" been presented to the President of the United States for his approval,
and not having been returned by him to the house of Congress in which
it originated within the time prescribed by the Constitution of the
United States, has become a law without his approval.]

May 25, 1898. CHAP. 246.—An Act To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri
River at or near the city of Boonville, Missouri.

) Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
e A th e States of America in Congress assembled, Thatthe Boonville and Howard
Company lx;m!y bridge County Bridge Company and its successors, assigns, grantees, mort-
Yisoin Raver Booh- ga0ees, and successors in interest be, and are hereby, authorized to

construct and maintain a bridge and approaches thereto across the
Missouri River at or near the city of Boonville, Missouri, between the
counties of Cooper and Howard, at a point at least one-third of a mile
from any other bridge, to be selected consistent with the interests of
Wagon, etc., bridge. river navigation. Said bridge shall be constructed to provide for the
passage of wagons and vehicles of all kinds, street railway cars, motor
cars, animals, foot passengers, and for all road travel, for such reason-
Toll able rates of toll and under such reasonable rules and regulations as
may be prescribed by the said parties or their successors and assigns,
and to be approved from time to time by the Secretary of War.
aparotary of Warto SEC. 2. That the said bridge shall uot be commenced or built until
’ the plans and specifications for its construction have been submitted
to the Secretary of War for his approval, nor until he shall approve the
plan and location of said bridge; and if any change be made in the’
plan or construction of said bridge at any time, such change shall be
Changes. subject to the approval of the Secretary of War; and any change in
the construction or any alteration of said bridge that may be directed
at any time by Congress or the Secretary of War shall be made at the
cost and expense of the owners thereof; that the said bridge shall be
constructed without interference with the security and convenience of



FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. Sgss.l. CH.246. 1896.

navigation of said river beyond what is necessary to carry out effec-
tually the rights and privileges hereby granted, and in order to secure
that object, the said parties shall submit to the Secretary of War, for
his examination and approval, a design of and drawings for said bridge
and accessory works and a map of the proposed location, giving for the
space of one mile above and one mile below such proposed location the
topography of the banks of the river, with shore lines and soundings
 and direction of currents at medium high water, and such other infor-
mation as may be required for a full understanding of the subject; and
until the said plan and location of the bridge are approved by the Sec-
retary of War, the construction of said bridge shall not be commenced.

SEc. 3. That said bridge may be built either as a high bridge, with
unbroken and continuous spans, or as a low bridge containing a sufii-
cient pivot drawspan, If built as a high bridge, the spans thereof shall
not be less than four hundred feet in the clear over the main channel
of the river, and the lowest part of the superstructure of said bridge
shall be at least fifty-five feet in the clear above the established high-
water grade line, and the bridge shall be at right angles to and its
piers parallel with the current of the river; and if built as a low bridge
with pivot drawspan, it shall have one drawspan, affording two clear
openings of not less than two hundred feet each, which drawspan shall
be maintained over the main channel of the river at an accessible and
navigable point, and with a tixed span or spans not less than three
hundred feet in length in the clear, and the headroom under each span
shall not be less than ten feet above the standard high-water grade
line, and the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with and the bridge
itself at right angles to the current of the river: Provided also, That
said drawspan shall be opened promptly by said parties or their suc-
cessors and assigns, upon reasonable signal, for the passage of boats
and rafts: And provided further, That the said parties or their succes-
sors and assigns shall, at their own expense, build and maintain, under
the direction and supervision of the Secretary of War, when so required,
such wing dams, booms, and other necessary work to maintain the
channel within the drawspan of said bridge, and shall, at their own
expense, maintain a depth of water throngh said drawspan not less
than now existing, as shown by the records of the War Department. at
the point where said bridge may be located: And provided further,
That said parties or their successors and assigns shall maintain at their
own expense, from sunset to sunrise, such lights or other signals on
such bridge as the Light-House Board shall prescribe.

SEC. 4. That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized and directed,
upon receiving such plan and other information, and upon being satis-
fied that a bridge so built will conform to the requirements of this Act,
to notify the said parties authorized to build the same that he approves
of the same; and upon receiving such notification the said parties may.
proceed to erect said bridge, conforming strictly to the approved plan
and location, and should any change be made in the plan of the bridge
or accessory works, during the progress of the work thereon, such
change shall be subject likewise to the approval of the Secretary of
‘War,

Sxc. 5. That any bridge built under this Act and subject to its limi-
tations shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known
as a post route, upon which'also no higher charge shall be made for the
transmission over the same of the mails, the troops, and the munitions
of war of the United States, than the rate per mile paid for the trans-
portation over the public highways leading to the said bridge, and it
shall enjoy the rights and privileges of other post roads in the United
States; and equal privileges in the use of said bridge shall be granted
to all telegraph and telephone compa_uies, and‘ the United States shall
have the right of way across said bridge and its approaches for postal
telegraph purposes. .

SEc. 6. That all street railroad companies desiring the use of said
bridge shall have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges
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relative to the passage of street railroad trains or cars over the sawe,
and over the approaches thereto, upon the payment of a reasonable com-
pensation for such use; and in ease the owner or owners of said bridge
and the several railway companies, or any one of them, desiring such
use fail to agree upon the sum or sums to be paid, and upon the rules
and conditions to which each shall conform in using said bridge, all
matters at issue between them shall be decided by the Secretary of
‘War, upon a hearing of the allegations and proofs of the parties:
Provided, That nothing in this Act in regard to charges for passengers
and freight across said bridge shall govern the Secretary of War in
determining any question arising as to the sum or sums to be paid to
the owners of said bridge by said companies for the use of said bridge.

SEcC. 7. That Congress shall have the power at any time to alter,
amend, or repeal this Act, and the Secretary of War, whenever he shall
deem it necessary, may cause the owners of said bridge to remove all
material and substantial obstructious to the mavigation of said river
by the construction of said bridge and its accessory works, or to prevent
sach obstruction; and the expense of altering said bridge or removing
such obstruction shall be at the expense of the owners of the bridge.

SEc. 8. That this Act shall be null and void if eonstruction of said
bridge shall not be commenced within two years and finished within
five years from its passage.

Received by the President, May 13, 1896.

[NotE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.~—The foregoing act having
been presented to the President of the United States for his approval,
and not having been returned by him to the house of Congress in which
it originated within the time preseribed by the Constitution of the
United States, has become a law without his approval.]

. CHAP. 252.—An Act Making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and
Jjudicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eight-

J

een hundred and ninety-seven, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums be,
and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, in full compensation for the service of
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-
seven, for the objects hereinafter expressed, namely :

LEGISLATIVE.
SENATE.

. For compensation of Senators, four bundred and fifty thousand dol-
ars.

For mileage of Senators, forty-five thousand dollars.

For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and others in
the service of the Senate, namely:

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT: For Secretary to the Vice-Presi-
dent, two thousand twe hundred and twenty dollars; for messenger
one thousand four hundred and forty dollars; telegraph operator, oné
thousand two hundred dollars; telegraph page, six hundred dollars;
in all, five thousand four hundred and sixty dollars. ’

CHAPLAIN: For Chaplain of the Senate, nine hundred dollars,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY: For Secretary of the Senate, including
compensation as disbursing officer of the contingent fund of the Sen.
ate, five thousand dollars, and for compensation as disbursing officer
of salaries of Senators, three hundred and ninety-six dollars; hire of
horse and wagon for the Secretary’s office, seven hundred dollars:
chief clerk, and financial clerk, at three thousand dollars each, and five



